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"Waen the Israelites first went to live 1n
Egypt they were only a few people, who
lived quietly and kept sheep and cattle.

~ But God loved the Israelites and
blessed them. Their little children were
strong and healthy, and they nearly all
grew up to be men and women; and
then there were a great many Israelites
mn Egypt,—so many that the Egyptians
.| were afraid of them: for they thought
that perhaps some day the Israelites
‘might fight battles with them and over-

way 1n the land of Egypt.

“-”These Israehtes must be. kept down. We Wlll make them
“our hard work.”™

Work from morning to night, |

But the Israehtes were clever, useful people ; e thouOh they
got no rest and never had a hohday, they still were strong and
healthy, and their. children grew and throve. So Pharaoh was
more afraid of them than ever; for he thought there would soon be
more Israclites in the country than Eoryptlans And he gave an
order that in future every' little -Israelite boy, as soon as he was

come them, and have it all their own

S6" e set them to make bricks -and : fo,
bulld?‘?mtles and task masters were set over them to keep them at'-' :

T'f"i’@‘n, Pharaoh’ the king of Eoypt»‘g_“‘
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born, should be thrown'into the river and drowned, so that he
might never grow up to be a soldier who could fight the Egyptians.

After this cruel order had been given, one day a beautiful little
Israclite baby-boy was born; and his father and mother hid him
away where Pharaoh’s servants might not find him.

But when he grew to be three months old they could no
longer keep it secret that there was a baby in the house. Then
his mother made a little basket of bulrushes, and painted 1t over
with pitch, so that no water could get into 1it. And in the basket
she laid her pretty baby, and she placed it among the reeds that
grew on the brink of the river; and she told her little daughter to
stay near and watch what should become of the little child.

Then King Pharaoh’s daughter with her maids came down to
the river to bathe: and she saw the basket, and sent one of her
maids to fetch it. And when it was opened the baby cried, so
that Pharaoh’s daughter pitied him and loved him; and she said,
‘il hisiisione ofithe Jsraclitest childrenss

The little sister, who was watching, saw that the king’s daughter
was full of pity for the baby, and she came near and said, “ Shall I
call one of the Israelite women to nurse that little child for you ?”

Pharaoh’s daughtersaid i’ Deosso?

So the girl went and brought her mother.

And Pharaoh’s daughter said to the mother, “ Take this child
and nurse 1t for me, and 1 will pay you.”

So the mother took her own little boy and nursed him. And
when he was big enough she gave him again to the princess, who
called him Moses, and brought him up as her own son.

So the boy Moses grew up in a palace, and he was taught
everything that the Egyptians knew.

But he never forgot that he himself was an Israelite, and he
always loved his own people best. He was grieved for the troubles
and the hardships of the Israelites (for the Egyptians treated them
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worse and worse); and when he was grown up to be a man he took
their part and tried to help them.

King Pharaoh was very angry with Moses, and tried to kill
him, because he took part with the unhappy Israelites. But
Moses ran away, and escaped into the land of Midian; and there
he lived for forty years, keeping sheep for a man called Jethro.

But all that time Moses never forgot the Israclites and therr
bitter troubles, and how cruelly they were treated by the Egyptians.
God also remembered the Israelites, whom he loved and had
promised to bless, and he saw all the cruelty of Pharaoh and his
task-masters.

One day, as Moses was tending Jethro's sheep, he led his flock
to a wild, lonely place among the hills; and as he was feeding them
there he lifted up his eyes, ahdso b litde way off from him a bush
which seemed to be all on fire: but when he had watched 1t for a
while he saw that the bush was not burned up, though the flame still
continued bright and strong. So Moses went nearer, to see why 1t
was that the bush was not bumed up.

Then the voice of God spoke to him from the midst of the
burning bush; and God said to him, “ Put off your shoes from
your feet, for the place where you are standing 1s holy ground.”

Then Moses put off his shoes from his feet, and he bent down
very low, with his face to the ground; for he knew that God was
speaking to him.

And God said, “I have seen the troubles of my people the
Israclites who are in Egypt, and I have heard their cry; and I
am come to save them from the hands of the Egyptians, and to
bring them out of the land of Egypt into a large and beautiful
and fruitful land, which I will give them for their own. And I
will send you to Pharaoh to tell him to let my people go; and you
shall lead them into the land that I will give them.”

Moses was afraid when he heard of this great work that God
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was giving him to do; for he knew that it Would be very hard not
only to make Pharaoh listen to him, but also to get the Israelites
to obey him and follow him.  And he said, “ Who am I, that I
should do this?” L

But God comforted Moses, and told him how he would be
with him always, to help him and to tell him what to do; and that
though Pharaoh would certainly refuse at first to let the Israelites
go, yet 1n the end he would have to do so.

Then Moses set out to return into Egypt. And God sent
Aaron, the brother of Moses, to meet him, to go with him to
Pharaoh, and to help him in all his work. So Moses and Aaron
went together into Egypt.

And when they got there they went to Pharaoh and said to

Shim, % Fhus saith the Lord God of the Israelites, Let my people

"go, that they may serve me.

. But Pharaoh said, “ Who is the Lord that I should obey hls

voice ? I know not the Lord, neither will T let the, [sraelites go.’
And he commanded the task-masters to give the [
work than ever, so that they might have no tir
».gettmO* away. |

raelites more

So the task-masters gave them more and more Work to do and
when they could not do it they were Cruelly beaten. - i

Then God sent terrible troubles upon the, Eoryptlansv because'
| the king wéuld not obey him. But Pharaoh s heart was har

and stlll he refused to let the Israelites go. So (zod sént tﬁund”"
and lightning and hail-storms to destroy the Eprtlans corn and

fruit ; and then"crrass and every green thing was eaten by locusts,
and their cattle dled and they themselves hagd sores and sicknesses.

And at last Pharaoh’s servants said to- hlrﬁ’? “Do as the Lord
God commands you : let the Israelites go, or we shall all be dead |

)

men. |
But even then Pharaoh Would not obey‘ God{"-:

- toit think | abDut
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At last God said to Moses, “1 will bring one plague more
upon Pharaoh, and after that he will let you go.”

And so one night the eldest son in every family of the
Egyptians died, from the eldest son of Pharaoh the king to the

eldest son of the poorest of the Egyptians: And at midnight a
great cry was heard throughout all the land of Egypt, for R
not a house where there was not one dead.

Then Pharaoh rose up and sent hastily for Moses and Aaron ;
and he bade the Israelites take their cattle and their goods and be
gone out of the land. And the Egyptians gave: thcm presents and
e away. 5

So the Israelites went out by:night from their homes in Egypt.
And they gathered together at a place on the borders of the land;
and then they all set out to go to that beautiful land that God had
promised to bring them to. - And God showed them the way to

00, and he led them throuoh the wilderness.

Now, a wilderness 1s a wild and londy placc where there 1s
scarcely anything to be found to eat, and in many parts of it there is
no water. But God knows that men, and women, and little
children, and beasts also, must have food to eat. zmd water to drink,
or they will die. = So he sent. them food from heaven. They used
to find this food in the morning lying upon, th(, ground round. about
the place where. they had stopped for the morht It looked like
hoar-frost: upon the ground, and the people called it manna. .. And

every morning each famlly crathered as much of 1t as they Wcmted

for the day. b . |
- After that they came o dly, hot place Whel(, there was no
water. And the people complained bitterly. And hey oot angry

| with Moses, for they said that he had brouorht them out ot theis |
~_homes in Egypt to die of thirst in that dry and scorchitie’ wilderness,
But Moses in his trouble cried to God and said, “ What shall

I do? The people are almost ready to kill me.”
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And God said, “ Take your staff in your hand, and strike with
your staff upon the rock in Mount Horeb, and water shall come
out of the rock, that the people may drink.” And Moses did so,
and water came out of the rock abundantly,—enough for the people
and all their cattle.

You see the Israclites were very ignorant, and God was
teaching them by degrees how great he is and how good; but they
were slow to learn, and often they would not trust God, and some-
times they dared to disobey him, and then God taught them by
terrible punishments that men must obey God.

When they had been three months in the wilderness they came
to a mountain called Mount Sinai. Here God told Moses that
he was now going to give his people laws, which they must always
obey. And he commanded that they should prepare themselves,
and behave in a very reverent and solemn manner, because they
should hear the voice of God speaking to them from the mountain.
They should not see him, for man cannot see God. And they
must not come near to the mountain nor touch it, but they must
stand far off and listen to the voice of God giving them command-
ments ; only Moses and Aaron might come near.

So the people prepared themselves; and they stood at the
foot of the mountain. And there were thunders and lightnings
and a thick cloud upon the mountain, and the sound of a trumpet
loud and terrible, so that all the people trembled. And thick
smoke rose up from the mountain, for fire came down upon it; and
the mountain shook and trembled. And the voice of God was
heard out of the midst of the fire and the cloud and the thick
darkness, giving commandments to his people.

And the people trembled and were afraid. And they said to
Moses, “ Let God speak to you, and you shall tell his laws to us:
but let us not hear the voice of God any more, for this is awful
and terrible.: we cannot bear it

[
A
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Then Moses said, “ This is to teach you to tear God, that you
may obey him for ever.”

After that God spoke no more to all the people ; but he called
Moses up into the mountain and gave him laws for the people.
And Moses was in the mountain forty days and forty nights.  And
God gave to Moses his commandments, written upon two tables of
stone.

But when so many days passed and Moses did not come back
to the people, they grew impatient, and they said to Aaron, *“ We
know not what is become of this Moses, and we will not worship
God any more: make us images, and we will worship them, and we
will call them our gods, and we will go up with them into the land
of Canaan.”

Then Aaron dared to make a golden calf for the people to
worship, though God had commanded them from the mountain
that they should never make an image, to bow down before 1t and
worship it. And the people made a great feast in honour of the
calf, and they feasted, and sang, and danced before 1it.

But Moses was coming down from the mountain with the tables
of stone in his hand; and he heard the noise of singing and feasting.
And when he came near and saw how the people had sinned, he
cast out of his hands the two tables of stone on which the holy
commandments of God were written, and broke them beneath the
mountain, for he feared that God would now destroy all the people
for their sin. Then he went down to the people, and he broke 1n
pieces the golden calf that they had made. And many of the
people died there because of that sin.  But Moses prayed to God
for the people; and God forgave them, and took care of them again,
and showed them the way to go.

When they had been a year on their journey they came to the
borders of Canaan; and they might have gone in then to that
beautiful land, but they were afraid of the people who lived i 1t.

f
v




: went to be with God, whom he loved.

9 ~ which he had led the peop}ﬁ

&t THE STORY OF MOSES.

4They had not yet lear el God or to believe that he would

really do as he had promised, and give them the land for their

i own.  Therefore God sent them back again mto the weary
Jie Wllderness to wander there for forty years, unt11 they should learn
4 to obey him and to believe his word.  And all that time he taught

them and took care of them; and Moses led them and spoke
God’s words to them. Many tlméié they sinned and brought upon
themselves bitter trouble; and many times God forgave them when
his servant Moses pr ayed for them And at the end of f01 ty years
they came agdin to Canaanly e, .

Now at last they had leal ﬁed to trust God and . obey h1m

and now they might go in and take p possession of the promised land.

But Moses was not to g6 with thﬁm nto Canaan. . He was
now a very old man, and, th.uOh his eyeravas not dim, and he had
not grown feeble, yet th&: tithe was comg for him to die. - So he
blessed the people and spoke many beaut»{ful words to them -=-~,.f;,Ili
when he had thus taken leave of them he went up into a mountain,
from which he could sce all that beautlful land to the borders of

-----

And’ Moses dled pedcefully thél;e.:i“ 13 the mountam and he

And all the people mourned for. Mos&s and wept for hlm for

they had no. othel such teacher as Mose ‘o whom God spoke face
W to face |

But before he dled Moses had t@ldgethem that one: day‘ God"

: _.--'..WOllld send into the world anothel and a O‘reater Teacher Whom
~men must listen to and obey:. L o

The Teacher he spoke of is our Lord Jesus Chrlst Like-

Moses, he speaks God's words to men ; and, like: Moses, he prays

for them, and God fomlves our sins for his sake ' But Jesus

pleads not as Moses dld for one people only, but fo1 all mankmd

4@
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THERh was once a shepherd boy whose
name was David. IHe was one of eight
brothers, the sons of a man called ]esse,
who lived in Bethlehem, in the land of
Canaan. “David was Jesse’s youngest
son, and he kept his father's sheep. He
was a brave, noble youth, who loved God
and feared nothing in the world ; for he
knew that God was everywhere.

~ And so one day, when a lion came
~ and took away a lamb out of his flock,
David was not afraid to follow the lion ;
and he struck him and killed him, and
Siis f ~—— saved the lamb.out of his very jaws. - He
also k1lled a Bear: for God was with him, and gave him strength

vfto overcome these savage beasts.
David’s mmd Was full of beautiful and happy thoughts, and he -
i used to furn | these thoughts into sweet psalms, which are written in

the Blblﬁ :

e beheved that God was Watchmor him and takmO'

ord - ‘l‘-my shepmrd I shall not want, ’md thc
et of that be'a __:ﬁ_ﬁll psalm which [ am sure you b ave often heard.
He could also play very sweetly upon the harp. =

The king of the country where Dawvid ‘1ved was a man cal]ei~
Saul. He was the king of the Israelites. He was a tall, strong

v.-
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man, and a good soldier; but he had disobeyed God, and therefore
he was no longer fit to be king over God'’s people.

The old prophet Samuel was wery sorry for Saul,/beeanise he
had been bad, and because he might not continue to be king. For
God had told his prophet that he would choose another king,—a
man who should do his will.

And God said to Samuel, “ How long will you mourn for
Saul?  He 'is not to continue to be king. Go to the house of
Jesse at Bethlehem; for I have chosen a king among his sons, and
you shall anoint the man whom I have chosen to be king.”

So Samuel filled a horn with o1l ; for he must pour o1l upon
the head of the man who was chosen to be king. And he went
to Bethlehem, and sent for Jesse and his sons.

And when they were come, Samuel looked at the eldest son,
and he said 1n his mind, “ Surely this 1s the man whom God has
chosen to be king.”

But God answered his thoughts, and said to him into his mind,
“ Do not regard his beautiful face or his noble height; I have not
chosen him. TFor the Lord sees not as man sees: for man looks
on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.”

Then Jesse brought his second son to Samuel; but Samuel
knew that GGod had not chosen him either. And when seven sons
of Jesse had passed before the old prophet, he knew that he had
not yet seen the one whom God had chosen to be king. So he
said to Jesse, “ Are all your sons here ?”

And Jesse replied, “ There is one more, the youngest; he is
keeping the sheep.”

Then Samuel bade them fetch this youngest son.

And Jesse sent for David, and brought him to Samuel—a
beautiful young lad, with a fresh, pleasant face, and a bright colour.

And God said to Samuel, “ Anoint him, for this is he.” So
Samuel poured the o1l on the head of David.
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After that David went back to his sheep again; for though he
had been anointed, he was not to be king for a long time yet.

But while David, with his mind full of happy thoughts about
God, was minding his sheep, King Saul in his grand house grew
fearful and gloomy and sad; for an evil spirit troubled him.

And some of his servants said to him, ¢ Let us seek a man
who can play well upon the harp, and bring him here to play for
you, and the music will do you good.”

Then another said, “ There 1s a son of Jesse at Bethlehem
who plays upon the harp very beautifully; and he 1s wise and good,
and the Lord 1s with him.”

So Saul sent messengers to Jesse, saying, “ Send me David
your son, who 1s with the sheep.”

Therefore David left his sheep and came to Saul. And when
he played sweet music upon his harp the king was refreshed and
was well for that ttime. And Dawvid went back to his sheep again.

There were people called the Philistines, who were a great
trouble to the Israelites; for they used to come and fight battles
with them, and rob them and take away their cattle and their
goods. There had been war for a long time between the Philis-
tines and the Israclites; and sometimes the Philistines got the
victory, and then they were sure to ill-treat the Israelites and make
them very miserable indeed.

Now King Saul and all the Israelites worshipped God, but
the Philistines worshipped idols.

These Philistines gathered a great army and came into the
Israelites’ country, and there they set up their tents on the side of a
hil. So King Saul gathered an army to fight them. And Saul’s
soldiers set up their tents upon the side of another hill, facing the
Philistines; and there was a valley between the two hills.

But the two armies had not yet begun to fight. For every
day a very large and powerful man—a giant, whose name was

LS
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Goliath—came and stood 1n the front of the Philistines” army on
the hill, and called out in a loud voice to Saul's army, “I am a
Philistine, and you are the servants of Saul. Choose a man from
among you, and let him come down and fight with me in the
valley. If he 1s able to fight with me and to kill me, then we shall
be your servants; but if I kill him, then you shall be our servants.”

Saul and all his army were troubled and orreatl§ afraid when
they heard these words; for Goliath: was a giant, all clothed in

armour of brass, which neither sword nor spear could pierce ; and
he wore a huge helmét of b1ass upon his head, and carried a spea1f

which no one else could: l1ft and his sword Was. fa-r too larore and
heavy to be used in battle by any hand but/ hIS own; and a man

carrying a shield went before him. There was’ ‘not one in all the ||
| army of the Israclites who could attempt to ﬁght with. this huge ||
Philistine ; so every day for forty days he. called out, “Givé me a_
man, that we may fight tOUth‘IGL 1” and as yet no one had Glared to,7

answer him.

Now, three ‘of Davids brothers were soldlers 1 Sauls
army; but David himself remained at Bethlehem keepm@‘ his
~ father’s sheep. One day his father said to h1m"'l Go to the. camp
- and see how yeur brothers are getting on, and earry with_ you some
" bread and ipj"ched corn and Cheeses for the Soldlels to eat

AT ...‘.,'Da\nd said to the men who were near hlm Who 1S tlus |
‘"":fi"""-‘illeatf‘i"en Philistine, that he should clefy the people Who WOIShlp

God?” 4
“~And the men told him how King Saul had plomlsed 1‘ewarcls
and great honours to any one who houl s ficht with the giant and
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overcome him, but that there was no soldier m all the army who
could dare to do 1t.

S ehollayid s teldsst busth 1ér heard him speaking in this way
about the giant he got angry,. and he said to him, “ What business
have you to come h€1€ at '111 Y ou should have stayed with: your
sheep. I know why you have come here: you want to see the
batles

But when the brave words of young David were told to Kmor
Saul, he desired that the lad should be br ought to him; so they

, brouoht him in before the king. .
- And David said, “Fetino man's. haalt fail bccauscv(’)f this

Phﬂlstme =1 will fight wzth him.”
But Saul said, “ You are not able to fight w1th this Philistine :

© for you are but a youth and he has been ﬁcrhtm<r battles fol many
| years i 2% ' & it 7t
- Then ’awd told the king how, when he kept hi’b ﬁt‘héf’“s' <
.sheep, he ha fkrlﬂed 2 hon and a bear: and he said, The T.ord,
“who saved me out of the paw of the et and out of the paw of the ||
fbea;r he will also save me out of the hand of this - Philistine "5 a5 5
v AWhen' Saul heard this he said to David, “ * Go, and: the L()rd“
be with you.” And he gave him his own armour, and put il
,..‘helmet of brass on his head and gave hlm 3 swo1d to use in thef-“ k.

battle.

But when Dav1d had put them on he found that he Could not".}“

g0 out with Saul's sword and armour, for they were too hca:vy for
hlm so he said, “ I cannot go with these, for I have never worn
such things before, and 1 know not how to use them.”

e put off Saul's armour and went out with his shephelds. |
staff and his sling, and he had a bag fastened.at his side;as’ .t
shepherds used to have, And he b five smooth stones out of

the brook and put ‘them in hls b’l 5 and went to meéet Goliath the

Phlhstme
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And Goliath came on to meet David; but when he saw the
young lad who was come to fight with him—and not so much as a
sword 1n his hand—he mocked and said, “ Am I a dog, that you
should come to me with a staff? Come along; I will soon kill
you, and the wild beasts and the birds shall eat you.”

But David answered, ¢ You come to me with a sword and
with a spear; but I come to you in the name of the Lord, the God
of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied : this day will God
give you up into my hand. And all these people shall know that
the Lord saves not with sword and spear; for the battle is the
Lord’s, and he will give you into our hands.”

So Goliath came on, and Dawvid ran to meet him. And as he
ran he drew a stone from his bag and put it in the sling. And he
shot 1t out from the sling, and 1t struck the giant and sank into"his
forehead, so that he fell upon his face on the ground. And David
ran and stood upon the giant, and drew the great sword that was
by the giant’s side, and cut off his head. So David overcame the
giant with a sling and with a stone.

And when the Philistines saw that their great soldier was dead,
they ran away in great confusion, leaving their tents and their
goods behind them. And the Israelites shouted and ran after the
Philistines, and drove them back to their own country.

But David was brought in before King Saul, holding the
head of Goliath mn his hand. And the king gave David great
honours, and made him a captain in the army, and would not let
him go back to be a shepherd again.

Now Jonathan, Saul's son, was standing by when his father
was speaking to Dawvid. And the king's son loved the noble
shepherd boy; and they became such friends that people often say of
friends who love each other very dearly, “ They are like David and
Jonathan.”

And David behaved himself wisely in all that the king gave
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him to do; and the people loved him, because he was a brave
captain as he had been a brave shepherd. And he prospered in
all that he did; for he trusted in God, and God blessed him.

But once, when there had been a great victory over the

- Philistines, and King Saul was returning to his home in triumph,

the people came out to meet him, rejoicing that the fierce Philis-
tines had been driven from the land. And for joy the women
sang songs and played on timbrels, and danced in time to the
music as they sang. DBut in their songs they praised David more
than they praised Saul; therefore Saul got cross with David, and
hated him from that day forward.

The next day, as David was playing the harp before the king,
—for agaimn the evil spirit troubled him,—Saul cast a javelin at
David, thinking to kill him; but David avoided the javelin and
escaped.

Then Saul sent him to fight the Philistines again, for he hoped
he might be killed n battle;; but David returned in triumph, and
the people loved and praised him more than ever. So Saul became
very angry and jealous; for he believed that the people wanted to
have David for their king.

At last Dawvid had to run away and hide himself in a wild,
lonely place; for he saw that Saul was determined to kill him. And
there many of his friends came to him and stayed with him.  Saul
used to go out with men to seek for them, and he hunted them
from place to place; but though David and his friends were brave
and strong soldiers, and knew how to fight, yet David would never
fight with King Saul. He said he would never lift his hand to
hurt the man whom God had made his king.

David knew well that some day he himself should be king, for
God had chosen him. But he did not want to take the kingdom
for himself,—he would wait until God gave it to him. Jonathan,
Saul’s son, also knew that David would yet be king; but he was
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not angry or jealous, for he loved David as his own soul. He used
to come to him sometimes and comfort and encourage him.

At last one day a messenger came and told David that Saul
and his sons had been killed i a battle.  And David mourned for
Saul and his sons, especially for his dear and true friend Jonathan.

Then the people made David king; for they loved him, and

they had no one else who was such a brave soldier, and who would

drive their enemies from the land, so that they might live in peace.
For a long time after that King David had battles to fight.

But he trusted in God and beheved hls promlses ani in the end:‘ea_‘;

God gave hlm rest from all his enemles
Now th@‘?’?‘-

-:i'f'f;e'l, had all these things blouo"ht up to ]erusa

was to buﬂd a wery beautlful house to keep them in.
So the agl ‘of God and all the other sacred things wer
with joy and with shouting and Wlth s

trumpetss” Ani King Dav1d hlmself danced before

to praise’ ‘hgm. B I

- Wheéhn his wars were over, and his enemies t1oubled hlm no

more, he made’a beautiful psalm of thanksgiving, which ‘begins,

“T will love thee, O Lord, my strength. The Lord 1S my rock

and my fortress and my deliverer; my. GOd my stlenofth in Whom

[ will trust.” | |
At last King David ched ina Oood old age; full of days uches

and honour.

Ijsraehtes had many beautlfui thmcrs Whlch used 10,
,abernacle that is, a kind of tent Where they usedite.,
ay their prayers and to worship. God;as we do in church. |
ek @ne of th@ e sacred things was a beautiful orolden arle Wthl Was'
'_'.‘l’_'_'_caﬂed theff’Ari"j;of God. 'When King Dav1d had rest fr
;_'_‘_f.genennes e ci, ‘
| f he lived, so th’lt ‘they might be always near him ——hls O‘reat WlSh

ﬁark f@ri—r‘-f

very gladness; tOr Dav1ds Qr eatest joy was to worshlp niv |
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be the next king.
- King David himself, from the time
‘he was a boy, loved God and servegl him.

A

had to fight many battles against the
cruel, fierce enemies of his people.  DBut
God comforted him in his troubles, and
gave him the victory in his battles; and
now when he was old he gave him rest
i - from all his enemies, for t hey were afraid
to Come and ﬁght with him any more. Also God promised him
that his son Solomon should be rich and prosperous, and have a
qulet peaceful time; .and be a very great and glorious king indeed.
~ When David was old, and the time was drawmcr near: that he

e die, Solomon Wwas. StlH a very young man. HIS fathel dsed

to speak to him of the time when he should become king.. And
the old king gave his son many directions about what he must do
when that should cbme to pass. .

- YFhere was: ong: thmg ‘which David himself had very much
wished to do. This was to build at Jerusalem a very beautiful

,{"house m whlch Npeople should worship God. But he had never

ruled over the Israelites, had many chil-
dren : but Solomon, one of his younger
sons, was the man whom God chose to

He had many troubles in his life, and he
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been able to do it, because he had been a man of war. He had
been obliged to fight battles and to kill people, and God desired that
his house should be built by a man of peace. Therefore Solomon
should build it when the time came for his peaceful reign.

But David had the matter so much at heart that though he
might not build the house his great delight was to make preparation
forit. So he got together a.quantity of the 'miost beautiful and
costly materials, and a great abundance of gold and silver, and he
charged his young son Solomon to build with them such an
exceeding magnificent house that people 1n every country should
talk of the glorious and beautiful temple of God at Jerusalem.
“For you,” he said, “shall ibe:a man of peace; for GodiE
promised to give rest and quietness to the people in your days.”

Also David said to Solomon, “ You must obey God always,
and serve him with a willing heart and with a perfect mind; for
God searches all hearts and understands all the imaginations of the
thoughts. May God give you wisdom and understanding, that
you may keep the law of the Lord your God.”

Then David told all the people that Solomon was to be king,
and that they must obey him.

And soon after that good old King David died.

Now a king 1n those days needed to have a great deal of
wisdom and knowledge, for he had to make the laws all by himself,
and he had to be at the head of everything that was done 1n the
kingdom. People used to come to him to settle their disputes; and he
had to punish bad people and keep them from robbing and hurting
their neighbours.  And he had to find out fit persons to set over
anything that he could not look after himself.  So if the king was
careless, or 1f he did not know how to manage, everything would go
wrong : bad people, if they were strong, would have all their own
way, and weak or poor people would be robbed and oppressed,
and there would be no peace or comfort for any one in the land.
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The young Solomon wanted to be a really good king, and he
felt what a hard thing it was to rule wisely, and he knew that unless
God was with him he could not know how to be a good king.

So he sent for all the chief men of the kingdom. And they came.
And the king and all the chief men worshipped God together 1n a
very solemn manner.

And afterwards, in the night, God spoke to Solomon 1n a dream
and said to him, “ Ask what I shall give you.”

And Solomon answered, “ O Lord God, thou hast made me
king in the place of David my father, and I am like a little child,
—1I know not how to act. And I am in the midst of thy people,
a great people that cannot be counted, they are so many. Give
me therefore an understanding heart to rule thy people, that I may
know what 1s good and what 1s bad; for who 1s able to judge so
Sicat a/people |

And 1t pleased God that Solomon had asked this thing. And
God said to Solomon, “ Because you have asked this thing, and
have not asked for yourself long life nor riches, but have asked for
yourself understanding, to rule well, I have done according to your
words. I have given you a wise and an understanding heart ; and
I have also given you that which you have not asked—Dboth riches
and honour, so that there shall be no king so great as you all your
days. And if you will walk 1n my ways and obey me as Dawvid
your father did, then I will give you long life as well.”

And God gave Solomon wisdom and understanding and
largeness of heart, so that he was wiser than all the learned men in
any of the countries around. He knew about all the things which
God had made,——about trees, and beasts, and birds, and fishes.
He also knew a great deal about people’s hearts, and about the
kind of feelings they have in them. And this knowledge was a
great help to him when he had to settle disputes and find out who
was right and wl.o was wrong.
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; baby in her arms. And when 1 awoke in the mormng:
that the child Whlch Was in my arms was dead but when

4 THE STORY OF SOLOMON.

One day two women who had a bitter quarrel came in and
stood before the king ; and one of them carried a little baby in her
arms.

And the other woman said, “O my lord, I and this woman
live 1n one house, and we each had a little son of the same age,
and there was no one in the house besides ourselvés. And this
woman’s child died in the night, because she overlaid it. Then
she came while I was asleep and took my little. child away from

‘me ;-and she put her dead child inte my:arms, ‘and carried off my

found

I saw that it was not my own littlé boy at all

- Then the other woman said, “ It is not SO : hehvmcr Ch 1s
-mine, ‘and the dead child is hers:”, . ' g
But the first woman said aoram i No that 1S my- llttle baby o

Whlch is still alive.” ) i
Then King Solomon said' to his servants ‘Brmcr 4 sword

So:ithey b1oucrht a sword before the king. And the king said,
“‘(Cuit the hvmor Chlld in two, and give half to the one woman and” s
half to the othm 2 - A

selthen the tr ue‘{ .mAbthel of the Chlld Was ﬁlled w1th grlef and
not kill it

orlven to elther of us, but lelde it.”

 And the wise king said, “ ‘The woman who would not hurt theig |

chlld is-his mother ; give him to her, and do not kill him.”
| And when all the people heard of this Judoment they honouredjj.i_ff?;
their king ; for they saw that God had given hlm Wlsdom t@ ruie

well.

Soon after he became king, Solomon set '/ it 0fettmor all thef]_""f}if-.
things ready for the great temple whichile U Hhcniad charoed h1mf )

terror, and cned out, £.Q- my lord, give hel the hvmor Chlld 1 do,' b

5 But the other woman was satlsﬁed and said, ¢ Hdetin not be , |
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to bulld for thouoh David had left for it gold and silver and pre-
cious stones, bes1des a great quantity of marbl and brass and 1ron,
the plan of the temple was so splendid and costly, that Solomon
had to prepare many more materials before he began to build.

So he called for all the clever workmen 1n his kingdom, and he
set them to work to hew stones and to cut timber. He also asked
the king of Tyre, who was a great friend of his, to let some of his
clever workmen come and help. And the king of Tyre sent
Solomon great quantities of Cedar trees, and othu beautiful and

Costly kinds of wood, which these workmen cut down.

Fxnd Solomon had many thousands of burden-bearers, who
bf"o'iidht the wood and the hewn stones up to Jerusalem to the

'place where David: had directed that the temple should be built.

When all was ready thev began to build.  But there was no
noise of hammers or chisels or saws heard where the building was
going on; for all the stones had been so cut and prepared bafore.
hand that ¢ach stone was brought ready to lay into its own place ;

and the beams for the roof, and the doors, and the pillars, and all
the woodiwork were also prepared before they were brought there, .

so that the bullders had nothing to do but to put them tOO”CthCI

Inside the temple the Wals were all lined with cedal -wood,
beautifully carved and ovellald with -gold.  The doors and’ the -

ceilings were also Calved and- overlald w1th gold; and the candle-

i sticks and all the vessels for the. temple were made of pure gold ;
| and there were plﬂars, of pohshed brass in the porch.

It took seven years to finish this beautiful temple.” . Ever ything

_was of the richest materlal and the most beautiful wmkmanshlp
' that Solomon could’ get; and the king of Tyre had sent a man who

could work in silver and gold and every kind of beautiful carving.
And Solomon set every man 1n his own kingdom who was clever at

this kind of work to help the man from Tyre. And together they;

ornamented the temple with very beautiful devices o
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At last, when all was finished, King Solomon sent for all his
people to come to Jerusalem, that they might offer sacrifices to
God, and praise God together at the opening of the temple.

So the people came nto Jerusalem. And the priests brought
into the temple all those holy things which they used to have in the
place where they worshipped God. And a great crowd of singers
and of men who played upon instruments of music stood inside the
temple, dressed 1n white robes, with harps and with cymbals; and
there were a hundred and twenty men with trumpets. And when
the priests had brought in the holy things and put them in their
places mn the temple, then the singers praised God together with a
loud voice and sang, “ O give thanks unto the Lord; for he is good:
for his mercy endureth for ever.” And the harps and the cymbals
and the trumpets sounded out and made joyful music together with
the singers.

Then the priests offered sacrifices to God upon the altar.

And King Solomon stood upon a high platform in the court
of the temple, in the midst of his people.  And the king blessed the
people, and then he knelt down upon the platform in their sight
and spread forth his hands towards heaven and prayed to God a
very beautiful prayer for all his people, and also for those who
should come from distant lands to pray in that temple.

And when Solomon had finished his prayer fire came down
from heaven and consumed the sacrifices which the priests had
offered upon the altar.  And the glory of God filled the temple.

And the people bowed down with their faces to the ground
and worshipped God.

After that the king made a great feast for all the people, and
they had great rejoicings in Jerusalem for a whole week ; and they
thanked and praised God. And then the king sent them to their
homes, glad and happy at all they had seen and heard.

After Solomon had finished the temple he built a very beautiful

i . 5 it b PR Bt 2
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palace for himself; and he also made other costly buildings n
Jerusalem. And he brought so much gold and silver mto the city
that they became quite common things there; for Solomon was
very, very rich and great. And all his days the people lived n
peace and quietness, every man in his own home. There was
now no need for them to go out and be soldiers and fight battles,
for their enemies came no more nto their land.

So all the world heard of the wisdom and the greatness and
the splendour of Solomon; and the kings of all the countries around
came to Jerusalem to hear the wisdom which God had put into his
heart. And every king who came brought presents of gold, and
silver, and spices, and horses, and mules.

In a country very far away in the south there was a queen who,
like a great many other people, had many thoughts in her heart
about things that no one had ever been able to explain to her.
She was called the Queen of Sheba.

And when the queen of Sheba heard of the wisdom and great-
ness of Solomon, she determined to go all the way to Jerusalem to
find out if he was really as great as people said, and 1f he could
indeed answer all those hard questions which troubled her, for she
did not quite believe that he could.

So she took with her a very great train of servants and all sorts
of costly gifts—gold and precious stones and spices. And they
set off for Jerusalem, riding upon camels all the way; and they
were many, many long days on the journey.

And when she came to Solomon she told him all that was in
her heart. And he answered all her questions, and told her every-
thing that she wanted to know : there was nothing that she asked
him too hard for King Solomon to answer.

And when she had heard his wonderful wisdom and had seen his
splendour, and his palace, and the beautiful temple which he had
built, there was no more spirit left in her. And she said, “ When
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I was told in my own country of the king’s wisdom and greatness,
[ did not believe all I heard; but now I have seen it with my own
eyes, and I know that not only was it all true which I heard, but
the half was not told me. Happy are these servants of yours who
stand near you always and hear your wisdom. Blessed be the
Lord your God, who loved the Israelites and has made you their

king, to rule them with wisdom and with justice.”

Then Solomon and the queen of Sheba gave e costly

wgifts, ", And aftér a Whﬂe she went back again into her own country.

The Bible does not say what it was that the queen of Sheéba =,
asked King Solomon about, but I am nearly sure that she asked -
Rihont ke e God, whom the Israclites worshipped, and

whom she had never heard much about before. I am nearly sure
that he told her about God’s works, and his commandments, and
his great love to mankind. B MNea :
Many, many years after this time, When our Lord Jesus. was
on earth, he said to the people who would not listen to ,ii?f‘ff__'hat he
told them that the ‘queen of Sheba was more pleasing to God than

| they were. For he said, “She came from the uttermost parts' of

the carth to hear the wisdom of Solomon ; and, behold a greater

1" than Solomon is here.”
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‘::‘:‘and the} Worshlpped thell‘ ;{-_.f_.fo N
- Elimelech died in the lgm,d of Moab: and Mahlon and Chilion |

ha,d no one left ta: her h.

‘.,:__..’,:: -t

| Tuere was a man called Elimelech, who
| lived at Bethlehem in the land of Canaan.
is wife’s name was Naomi
ilitwo sons, whose names were Mahlon

m{ Chilion.

And when there was a famine in the

d their two sons left their home at
'ﬁ;ﬁhlehem, and went and stayed in the

d there.

- Now Elimelech -ﬁnd his fmuly' were

[y

5, as H heathen people do.

‘*Were married to lv\/[oablte -’Women' The name of Chilion’s wife
/as Orpah and the name’of Mahlon’s wife was Ruth.
“And after a whil e"Mah]on and Chilion died also.

““And then, when she had heard that the famine was over in the

| land of Canaan—for God had given his people plenty of food once
= '_--.,.A-more——-she left the place where she had been staying in Moab,

and they

id of Canaan, Elimelech and Naomi
il of Moab, fot. there .was plenty of A1

;Eaelltes and they WOI‘ShlppLd God

—' A
4@:»

So Naomi | |

. husbmds and her two'sons being now dead.
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and she set out to return to; her old home at Bethlehem = “Aad
her two daughters-in-law—the women who had been married to
Mahlon and Chilion—went with her part of the way.

And when they came to the borders of the land of Moab,
Naomi said to her daughters-in-law, Orpah and Ruth, “ Go now,
return each of you to her mother’s house; and may God be kind to
you, as you have been kind to me, and to your husbands who are
dead. God grant that each of you may find a happy home in the
house of another husband.” Then Naomi kissed her daughters-
in-law and bade them good-bye.

But Orpah and Ruth cried when she said those words to them,
and they answered, “ We.will go with you, and make our home
among your people.”

But Naomi told them that she had no home for them any
more, for she was old and would never marry another husband,
and that she had no more sons who could marry them and give
them happy homes again ; therefore it was best for them to return
to their own parents.

Then Ruth and Orpah cried again, for they were grieved to
hear Naomi speak so sadly. And Orpah kissed her mother-in-
law, and bade her farewell and left her; but Ruth went on with
her still.

So Naomi said, “ See, your sister-in-law 1s gone back to her
people and to her gods; do you go back too after your sister-in-law.”

But Ruth answered, “ Ask me no more to leave you, or to
return from following after you: where you go, I will go; where
you stay, I will stay; your people shall be my people, and your
God my God. Where you die, I too will die, and there will I
be buried ; for only death shall now part you and me.”

For Ruth loved Naomi, and she did not want ever to worship
idols any more ; for she had learned from her husband and from
Naomi to love and trust God, and to worship him only.
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When Naomi saw that Ruth’s mind was quite made up to stay
with her, she did not tell her any more to go back.

So they went on together, and at last they came to Bethlehem.

And when Naomri's old neighbours saw her returning to her
old home, they said, “ Is this Naomi ?”

Now the name “ Naomi” means pleasant, and this poor, lonely
widow, whose heart was so sad, thought that Pleasant was no
longer a fit name for her, so she answered, “ Call me not Naomi,
call me Mara; for God has sent very bitter sorrows to me. I
went out full, and the Lord has brought me home empty. Why
then do you call me Naomi, when such bitter troubles have
befallen me?” (For the name “ Mara” means b:#r, and the widow
thought that name would be fitter for her now.)

So Naomi and Ruth lived alone together at Bethlehem.

It was early in the harvest-time when they came there, and
people were beginning to reap their barley. Now one of the kind
laws which God had given to the Israelites was, that when people
reaped their corn and bound it in sheaves, they should not care-
fully gather up @/ the ears of corn from the ground, but those ears
which the binders had passed over at first should be left on the
ground, that poor people might gather them up and keep them
tor themselves.  And so people who had no fields of corn of their
own could get a little corn 1n this way. And when rich people
gathered in therr fruit, they must leave some of that also for the
poor to glean.

Now Ruth and Naomi were poor, and had no corn of their
own ; for all this while there had been no one to till Elimelech’s
fields at Bethlehem. So Ruth said to her mother-in-law, “ et me
now go into the corn-fields and glean ears of corn in the field of
some one who shall be kind to me.”

And Naomi answered, “ Go, my daughter.”

So Ruth went out into the corn-fields. And when she came

.
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to a field 1n which there were some men reapmor barley, she said,
“1 pray you let me glean after the reapers in this field.”

And they gave her leave to glean there. v iy

This field of barley belonoed 10, alleieh and hvo;~ jfurable and
very good man, whese name was Boaz. Now Boaz was the cousin
of Ruth’s husband, who was dead, but Ruth dld not know that he
was any relation to the family.

By-and-by Boaz came out into his ﬁeld and he saluted his
reapers very kindly. And he saw Ruth orleanmor amonor the
sheaves,. and he knew that she was a stranger.

So when she had gone away to rest herself foria httle while in
the shedzin which the reapers used to get shelter from the hot sun
at mid- dagz Boaz said to his servant, Who 1S th{1s‘> Ing ‘woman
who is gléaning here to-day?” .~ o

And 'the “servant answered‘ That 18 the younor Wo-;-.~:an who
came back withNaomi out of the land of Moab. : She asked
leave to glean in our field, and she has been followmcr @ur ‘reapers
since the morning until just now.” ‘ el

Now . Boaz had reded the st01y’ of Naomls kmd ar
daughter<in-law, and he was pleased that she had com‘:e‘?‘
hio e li% (So he wereta Ruth and said to her, * ou |
daughter? You shall glean in my fields all throucrh jt
Do not go away into any one else’s field, but keep
geapers. for I have desired them to be kind to you

no one will

be rude to you as long as you stay here ; and when "ycau' are thirsty
you may go and drinke somatob i Watel that my reapers have

drawn for themselves

Then Ruth bowed down before this h‘(v)ﬁnomable énd oood maﬂ

to thank him, and she said, “ How 1s 1t that e kmd to me,
although T am a stranger?” i 2o

Boaz replicd -l 1ave been told how loving and dutlful you
have been to your mother-in-law since the death®f your husband,
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and how you have left your own relations and the land where you
were born, and have come to dwell among people who are strangers
~ toyou. May a full reward be orlven to you by the Lord our God
n Whom you have learned to trust.”

Then Ruth was glad, and she said, “You are very good to me,
my lord ; for you L me, and spoken frlendly to me,
though I am a stranger, and not like the women of: this countr} A

i L Ruth to gather them, and to }’ét hu aLe as much #s she could

gather.

So she Oleaned in the ﬁelcﬁif

rn as she and Naomz C@uld cat for several days e
_.l_-._he took up the corn, and went home and ‘told- her
mother- m: aw all that had happened And she gave her thie
bread and parched corn which she had left after her own dinner,
But When she said, “ The name of the man who has been so

kind to me is Boaz,” then Naomi’ knew that 1t was her husbands :

cousIn. - |
And. she said, © May God bless him Who shows such kmdness
to you and me for the sake of his relations who aré. deady The
man is a near relation of ours—one of the nearest we have al

And when Ruth told her that he had asked her to or]ean e hlS't '
fields all through the harvest, Naomi said, That s well, my
dauorhter do not o0 nto any other field.” o

So Ruth orleaned in the fields of Boaz all throufrh thé “] &FVCS‘EI{
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until the barley and the wheat were all reaped. And every night
she went home to her mother-in-law.

Now when Elimelech, Naomi’s husband, hved at Bethlehem,
he had fields of his own there; and when Naomi returned to her
old home these fields were hers.  But she had no one now to till
them, and very likely she had no money to buy corn-seed to sow in
them or to pay people for working in them, and so she wished to
sell them.

The Israclites had a law which said that when any piece of
ground was to be sold, the nearest relation of the man to whom it
had belonged ought to buy it: but if he refused to buy it, then it
was offered to the next nearest relation; and he had to call together
all the chief men of the place where he lived, that they might see
how the nearest relation had refused to buy the ground, and that
he now had the right to buy. But according to another law which
the Israelites had, the man who should buy Elimelech’s ground
should also marry Ruth.

Naom: wished greatly that she might sell her fields to Boaz,
and at the same time give him Ruth to be his wife, because he was
such a good, kind man,—she knew he would make her very
happy. So she sent Ruth to tell him that she was going to sell
the ground.

Boaz would have liked very much to marry Ruth, for he
had seen how sweet and good she was, and he loved her; but
he knew that there was another man in Bethlehem who was a
nearer relation to Elimelech, and who therefore must first be asked
if he would like to buy the ground and to have Ruth for his wife.

So he said to her, “ The Lord bless you, my daughter; for you
have indeed been good and kind, and all the people in Bethlehem
know that you are a good woman. And it is true that I am a
near relation to your dead husband, but there is one who 1s nearer
yet. I will go and see him, and ask him whether he wishes to
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buy Naomi's fields. If he wishes to buy them, then he has the
right to do so; but if he refuse, then 1 will buy them, and you
shall be my wife.”

Then he gave Ruth six measures of barley. So she held out
her mantle, and he poured the barley into it,—as much as she
could carry.  And he laid it on her, and sent her home to Naomi;
and he himself went down into the city of Bethlehem.

When Ruth came to her home it was still early in the morning.
And Naomi hastened to let her in and to ask her what Boaz had
said. So Ruth told her every word, and how he had given her all
that barley.

Then said Naomi, “ Be at rest, my daughter, for the man will
not be satisfied until he knows whether he may have you for his
wife.”

Now Boaz had gone down into Bethlehem, and there he sat
in the gate of the city until the man came by whom he wished to
speak with.  And he called him; and the man came and sat down
beside Boaz in the gate. Then he called for ten of the chief men
of the city, and they also came and sat down 1n the gate.

And when they were all there Boaz told his business, and he
asked the other man whether he would like to buy Naomr's fields.

And the man said, “ I will buy them.”

Then Boaz said, “ He who buys this ground must also marry
Ruth, the Moabite woman, who was the wife of Naomi's son.”

But the other man did not want to marry Ruth, 50 he said,
“ Buy the fields for yourself; I give up my right to you.

So he plucked off his shoe e gave it to Boaz for that was a
sign that he gave up to him his rldht to buy the fields and have
Ruth for his wife.

So Boaz bought the fields. And Ruth became his wife, and
then she had her home 1n his house.

And the people of Bethlehem gave them kind wishes; for both
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Boaz and Ruth were gleatly honoured in the place where they
lived.

And Boaz and Ruth had a son, who was called Obed, which
means a zestorer ; for the women of Bethlehem said to Naomi,
“ This little child shall be a restorer of your life and a nourisher of
your old age; for he is the child of Ruth your daughter in-law,
who loves you, and who is bettet to you than seyen sons.’

And Naomi took the child, and lald it in her bosom and
nursed 1t:; and she was comforted at ' Jast for the sons she
had lost. | ' ‘, ;

And this little child grew up; and his name too is honoured
to this day, for he was the grandfather of the great and good
David who afterwards became KmO‘ of the Israelites. -

So Ruth the Moabitess, who was born in a heathen land, and
who in her youth was taught to worship 1dols, was loved and
honoured among God’s people because when she heard of God
she loved him and resolved to serve him, and she was dutiful and
good and kind. ’

Thus God blesses those sons and daughters who honour thelr
parents; and it is. %uch sons and dduUhtGiIS who make parents glad
and happy, evenin thelr old age. The Bible says that “a wise
son maketh a glad father, but a foohsh sqn . is. the heaviness of his
mother.” And thls 1s just as true of daudhters as 1t 1s of sons.
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