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WONDERFUL ESCAPI!. 

FROM 

SHIPWRECK. 

T HE Centaur left Jamaica in rather a leaky 
condition, and in the evening of the 16th of 

September I 782, when a fatal gale came on, the 
fuip was prepared for the worfi weather ufually 
met with i11 rhofe latitude • 1-"'he main fail was_ 
reefed and fet; the top-gallant-mafi:s firuck, and 
the mizen-yard lowered down, though at that time 
it did not blow very fhong. Towards midnight 
it blew a gale ofwmd, and the fhip made fo much 
water, that the Captain was obliged to turn all 
hands up to fpell the pump. About two in the 
morning, a guit of wind, exceeding in violence 
every thing of the kind he had ever feen, or had 
any conception of, laid the fhip upon her beam 
ends. The water forfook the hold, and appeared 
between decks, fo as to fill the men's hammocks 
to leeward: the {hip lay motionlefs, and to all 
appearance irrecoverably overfet. The water in. 
creafing faft, forced through the cells of the ports. 
After many other difafters, dreadful to relate, the 
Officers, who had left their be<ls ( when the {hip 
overret) nake<l in the morn in~, had not an article 
of cl oaths to put on, nor could their friends fupply 
them. At one, the Centaur had a view of the · 
Vi_lle de Paris, but in the evening loft fight of her, 
and lived in full expecl:ation of feeing her again in 
the morning. The night was paffed in confrant 
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Jabour at the pumps, and a variety of other di Hi. 
culties they had to encounter. All the rum, 26 
puncheons; all the provifions, o; which there were 
two months ftore in cafks, were ftove, having 
floated with violence from fide to fide until there 
was not a whole ca!k remaining; even the ftaves 
that ~vere found, upon clearing the hold, were mofi 
of them broke to pieces. In the forehold they had 
a prof pell: of periiliing: fhould the fhip fwim, they 
had no water but what remained in the ground
t.ier, and over this all the wet provifions, and butts 
£Ilea with falt water, were floating, and with fo 
much motion, that no man could with fafety go 
into the hold. Every thing that activity could do, 
was done. On opening the fifh-room, they were 
fo fortunate as to difcover that two puncheons of 
rum had efcaped. This, in very f mall quantities, 
ferved by the bleffing of Gon j uft to keep them 
alive; without this relief, the Captain thinks they 
would have dropped. 

The next morning they juft faw the other fhip 
at a great diftance, and found it was in equal dis
trefs. They were driven to great labour and fhifts 
to get a cafk of frefh \vater, in which they at 
length fucceede<l, which was a great relief, and 
refrefhed them v~ry much. 

Very great an<l dreadful difficulties now fuc. 
ceeded; but a Divine Providence, never forgetful 
of thofe who look to him, fcnt them now a tine 
calm day. And the night following, drear1ful as 
was the fituation of the {hip, the poor men g.ot 
f ome reft, by relieving each other. Eut on the 
following morning, they had the mortification to 
.find the weather again threatened, and by noon 
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blew a ftorm ; every thing being fo worn out and 
exhaufted in the iliip, that they had no hope of 
being abfe to £rand it much longer, though every 
art and labour was ufed both by the Captain and 
men of every defcription. 

Night came on again, with every dreary prof. 
peel: as before; and was paifed in continued 
Jabour. 1~he Captain gave orders for the two re
maining cables they had left to be thrown over 
botird, Every time the captain vifited the hatch
way, he obferved the ,vater increafe, and the dan
ger of courfe increafed. The carpenter now 
affured him the ihip could not fwim long, and 
propofed making rafts to Boat the fuip ·s company, 
as now it was not in his power to encourage them 
any longer. Some appeared perfectly refigned, for 
frill they coul<l not but know that an Almighty 
and merciful Gon; who had protected them hi. 
therto, could carr_v them :fl ill th{o' greater dangers 
if they looked to him. Some went to their ham
mocks, and defired their mefs-mates to laili ihem 
in, others were lalliing themfelves to gratings and 
fmall rafts. 

They were now in a fituation tu catch at a 
[haw, the captain t.berefore called his !hip's com
pany together, and told them his intention, 
recommending them to remain regular and obe
dient. Now was the time for them to look to 
Him who has promifed by his fervant David "to 
fave the people that are in advedity"-and further 
that '' he is the defender of all them that trufr in 
him; " for "who is God but the Lo Rn, or who 
hath any {l-rength except our Gon?" Prepara
tions were~ now made for the purpofe of ~uitting 
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ti"ie fhip. The booms were cleared, the boats, of 
which they had three, were got over the fide, a bag_ 
of bread was ordered to be put in each, and any · 
liquors that could be got at, for- the purpote of 
fupplying the rafts. The Captain -intended him
felf to go into the five-oared yawl. Two men, 
captains of the tops of the forecafile, were placed 
in each of them, to prevent any man from forcing 
the boats, or getting into them 'till all was fettled. 
While thefe preparations were making, the !hip 
was gradually finking. The men had for fome 
time quitted their employment of bailing, and the 
fhip was leff ,to her fate. . 

So far a dependance u-pon Providence had con
duB:ed them through thefe dreadful efcapes. In the 
afternoon the weather again threatened, and in 
fqualls blew {hong, the fea ran high, and one of 
the boats funk. As the eveni11g approached, the 
:!hip appeared jufl: fufpended on the water, there 
was no certainty that !he would f wim from one 
minute to another, and the love of life, which 
never !hewed itfelf later in the approach to death,. 
began now to level all difrinB:ions. It was im
poffible for any man to deceive himfelf with a hope 
of being faved upon a raft in fuch a fea; befides 
that the £hip in finking, it wa5 probable, would 
carry every thing down with her to a certain 
difiance. 

It wa-s near, five o'clock, when the €aptaiH, 
coming from the cabin, obferved numbers of pe0-
ple looking with great anxiety over the fide; whern 
he faw that feveral men had forced the pinnace, 
and that more were attempting to get in. T'he 
Captain had immediate thoughts of fecuring thi-i 
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boat, before fhe might be funk by numbers. 'There 
appeared not more than a moment for confidera
tion; to remain and perifh 1,,vith the I'.oi p's com
pany, to whom he could not ~c any longer of ufe, 
or feize the opportunity which fee med the on! y 
way of efcapin_g, and leave the people whom he 
had been fo _well fatisfied with on every occafion, 
that he felt he could give his life to pre!erve them. 
This indeed, was a painful Hruggle, and which 
mufi be felt to be known.-But the love of life 
prevailed; he called to the ma:11:er, the on! y officer 
upon deck, defiring he would follow him, and 
immediately defcended into the boat. With great 
difficulty they got it clear from the £'nip, twice the 
number that the boat oJuld carry pufhing to get 
in, and many jumping into the water. A young 
gentleman, fifteen years of age, leaped from the 
chains after the boat was got off, and was taken in. 
'I'hefearan high,and the 011ly probability ofliving, 
was keeping the boat before the wind. 

They might now well "cry unto the Lord in 
their trouble, for ( thus far) he had faved them out 
of their difireffes." The Captain now became 
fenfible the fituation of thofe in the boat was very 
little better than thofe who remained in the lhip; 
it appeared now fo dreadful, as only to be a length
ening out a miferable exifrence. 

They were all-together twelve in number, in a 
leaky boat, nearly in the middle of the Wefrern 
Ocean, without compafs, without quadrant, 
without fail, without great coat or cloak-but not 
without Gon.-Man's extremity is Gon's op
portunity, and when human help fails, then is 
Divine help moil feen and felt. 

They 
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They were very thinly cloathed in other re

fpeB:s: there was now a high gale of wind, with 
a great fea running! It was five o'clock in the 
evening; and in half an hour they lofi fight of the 
iliip. Before it was dark; a blanket was difcovered 
in die boat. This was immediately bent to one of 
the ihetcher , and under it as a fail they-fcudded 
all night, in expectation of being fwallowed by 
every wave, it being with great difficulty they 
could fornetimes clear the boat of the water, be~ 
fore .the return of the next great fea; all of them 
half drowned and fi.t~ing, except thoie who bailed 
at the bottom of the boat; and without having 
really perifhed, pe~haps no people ever endured 
more.-\Vell might the Captain and his men cry 
out," They that go down to the fea in !hip5, that 
do bufine(s in great 'waters, thefe fee the works of 
the Lo RD, and his wonders in the deep." 

In the morning the yvearher grew moderate, 
the wind having fhifted to the fouthward, as they 
ob[erved by the fun. Having furvived the night, 
they began to think of their future prefervation. 
U pan examining what they had to fubfift on, they 
found a bag of bread, a f mall ham, a fingle piece 
of pork, two quart bottles of water, and a few 
cordials. The wind for feveral days providential] y 
never blew fo {hong, but they could keep the fide 
of the boat to the re·a; but they were always mi 
ferably wet and cold. 

They kept a fort of reckoning;· but the fun and 
ftars being fometimes hid for twenty-four hours, 
they had no very good opinion of their naviga
tion. Various were their trials, and various their 
difappointments, for feveral days. 

Their 
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Their hopes an<l prayers were now for a nor
therly wind; their condition began to be truly 

miferable both from hunger and cold, for on the 

fifth clay they had difc~vered their bread was 

nearly all fpoiled by falt water, and it was neces

fary to go to an allowance; one bifcuit divided 

into twelve morfels for breakfafi, and the fame for 

dinner; the neck of a bottle broke off, with the 

cork in, ferved for a glafs, and this filled with 

water was the allowance for twenty-four hours 

for each man; this was done without any favour 

or difiinB:ion; but they muil: have peri!hed ere 

this, had they not caught fix quarts of rain water,. 

and this they could not have been bleffed with, had 

they not found in the boat a pair of !beets, which 

by accident bad been put there: thefe were fpre.ad 

when it rained, and when t~oroughl y wet, wrung 

into the kidd with which they bailed the boat. 

With this iliort allowance, which fcarce]y fuf
tained life in that comfortlefs condition, they 

began to grow very-feeble, and their cloaths being 

continually wet, their bodies were in 'many places 

chafed into fores: but the rain corning at fuch an 

important moment, when their exifience hung 

upon it, well might they cry out with the Pfalmifr,. 
" Thou haft been our f uccour, leave us not, nei

ther forfakc us, 0 Gon of our falvation," 
A calm now took place, and foon after a breeze 

of wind fprang up from the north, and blew to a 
gale, fo th at they ran before the fea Rt the r~te of 

five or fix miles· an boul· under their bianket, 'till 

they judged they vcrc to the fouthward nf Fa:ya ll. 
This was the fifteenth day th,n thc-y had been in 
the l oat_; am.I ,hey had only one day's bread, and 
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nt1e bottle of water remaining of a fecond merci• . ful fopp!y ofr.ain. Their fufferings were now as 
great as human fhength could bear; but. truft n1 Gon was the only fupport they had to keep up -their fpirit~, of far greater confequence now than bodily labotlr: for on this day Thomas Matthews, the :fl:oute11 man in the boat, perifheJ from hun• 
ger and cold. How plainly does 1his prove the 
" race is not to the f wift, nor the battle to the{hong;" for their hatdieH man fell fidt; on the day before he died, he complained of want of Hrength i11 his thror!l to fwal1ow his morfel,; in the fame night he went off without a groan. . 

As it now appeared next to a certainty they !hould probably perifh in the fame manner in a day ortwo> they began to take comfort, that dying of hunger was not fo dreadful as they had fidl: imagined: what a mercy was this, that their fuf-- ferings fuould gradually have leffened their horrors: thus is the Almighty tender in his chafiife
ments. Some complained of the fame fymptoms in their throats, forne had drunk their 01,vn urine, and ;ill but the captain had drunk falt water. 

As yet defµair and gloom had been fucce[:,fully 
prev.ented, and as the evenings clofed · in, they endeavoured to amufe thernfelves. Here was a 
glorious oppoltunity to fing a hymn or pfalm, and 
to pray .with uncommon fervor! 

But now an evening arr-ived, when the captain found them unable to do any thing. As the night 
came on it fell a calm, and about midnight a breez.e of wind fiJrang up; but a . not a fi:ar was to 
be fecn,, they were afraid of running out of their 
way, -111d waired impatiently for the rifing fun to be 
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th eir com pafs . As foon as th e dawn api"'eared, they fo und the w ind cxd8:ly ao; they had withed ; anJ immedi.a tely fpread the ir fai l, run n:n6 befo re 
the fea at a g rea t ra te . T heir laH: bre:akfafl: ba<l 
been ferved with the bread ::ind ,;.,ace r reriu ining, 
when John Gregory, quarter-m aHcr, ckc lar~d with much confidence th :~H he Caw the 1,rnd; but they had feen fog-banks fo uften , wh ich ha J the appearance of land, that they diJ no t truH: themfelves to believe it. 

Our faith in tryi ng m 1Jm ~nts is too often fh a
ken; but if we perfovere, Con is al ways at hand. 
However the captain 1ight have hi s fears, the poor failors were all joy and rapture, and one of them cried out, if- he eve:r faw land in his i ife he beheld it now. They immediately {hapeu i: ::..:r co,urfe to it, the wind frefhened, and in two bod s time the land was fairly to be feen by every man in the boat, but at a great <lifl:aoce ; fo that tl-1(!y did not reach it till ten at night, and acknow-ledged the goodnefs of Goo in it. · 

In every part of the horizon, except where the land was difcovered, there was fo thick a haze, they could .not fee any thing for feveral leagues. As they approached the land, their belief had ftrengthened that it was Fayal]. They traverfed about a great way; the fuore being too rocky to 
land. This circumfrance agitated ~nd affecled them very much, as they were fo weak. T heir impatience · was very great to get a little frelh 
water, at the firfi: part of the land they could approach, as the thirfi of tome of them was fo great, it was almofl: infupportable; at length they difcovered a fithing ~anoe, which conducted them into 
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the road of Fay:lll about midnight; but alas! 

where the regulat-ion of the pore did not permit 

them to land, till examined by tbe health ot1icer~; 

however, they did not think much of Deeping. 

this night in the boar, as the pilot brought them 

refrefhments of bread, wine, and water. In the 

morning they were vifited by l\1r. Graham, the 

Engliih Conful, whole humane attention made 

very ample amends for the formality of the Por

tuguefe. They declared they could never fuffi
ciently exprefs the fenfe e1ey had of his kindnefs 

and humanity, it being the whole of his employ

ment for feveral days, to contrive the befi: means 

of reftoring them to health and fi:rength; perhaps 

more pitiable objects have feldom been fee-n. 
Some of the froutefr men belonging to the Centaur 

were obliged to be fupported through the frreets 

of Fayal!; even the captain, whofe health was 

rather better than the refr, could not walk with

out being fopported; and fo weak were they, that 

for feveral days, even with the moft comfortable 

provifion, and good beds, they remained very 

,poorly. -
In this miraculous and wonderful manner was 

Providence pleafed to preferve Captain Inglefield 

.and his few worthy failors, that they might at the 

end of all their extraordinary perils be enabled t9 
iay, "0 tQat men would praife the LoRD for his 

goodnefs, and declare bis wonderful v1orks to the 

children of men: f?r he fatisfieth the longing 

foul, and filleth the hungry foul with goodnefs :n 

-" And whofo is wife and will obferve thefe 

things, even they fhall underfrand the loving-· 

krndnefs of the LoRn." 
FINIS. 
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