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WONDERFUL ESCAPE

FROM

SHIPWRECK.

o

THE Centaur left Jamaica in rather a leaky
condition, and in the evening of the 16th of
September 1782, when a fatal gale came on, the
fhip was prepared for the worft weather ufually
met with in thofe latitudes, 'The main fail was,

reefed and fet; the top-gallant-mafts ftruck, and

the mizen-yard lowered down, though at that time
it did not blow very ftrong, Towards midnight
it blew a gale of wind, and the thip made fo much
water, that the Captain was obliged to turn all
hands up to fpell the pump. About two in the
morning, a guft of wind, exceeding in violence
every thing of the kind he had ever feen, or had
any conception of, laid the fhip upon her beam
ends. “I'he water forfook the hold, and appeared
between decks, fo as to fill the men’s hammocks
to leeward: the fhip lay motionlefs, and to all
appearance irrecoverably overfet.  The water in-
creafing faft, forced through the cells of the ports,
After many other difafters, dreadful to relate, the
Officers, who had left their beds (when the thip
overfet) naked in the morninz, had notan article
of cloaths to put on, nor could their friends {upply
them. At one, the Centaur had a view of the:
Ville de Paris, but in the evening loft fight of her,
and lived infull expe&ation of feeing her again in
the morning. T'he night was pafled in conftant
labou
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labour at the pumps, and a variety of other diff-
culties they had to encounter. All the rum, 26
puncheons; all the provifions, o which there were
two months ftore in cafks, were ftove, having
floated with violence from fide to fide until there
was not a whole cafk remaining ; even the ftaves
that were found, upon clearing the hold, were moft
of them broke to pieces. In the forehold they had
a profpect of perithing: fhould the thip fwim,they
had no water but what remained in the ground-
tier, and over this all the wet provifions, and butts
fillea with falt water, were floating, and with {o
much motion, that no man could with fafety go
into the hold.. Every thing that a&tivity could doy,
was done. On opening the fith-room, they were
fo fortunate as to difcover that two puncheons of
rum had efcaped. This, in very {fmall quantities,

ferved by the blefling of Gob juft to keep them

alive; without this relief, the Captain thinks they
would have dropped.

‘The next morning they juft faw the other fhip
at a great diftance, and found it was in equal dis-
trefs. They were driven to great labour and fhifts
to get a cafk of freth water, in which they at
length fucceeded, which was a great relief, and
refrethed them very much.

Very great and dreadful difficulties now fuc-
ceeded ; but a Divine Providence, never forgetful
of thofe who look to him, fent them now a fine
calm day. And the night following, dreadful as
was the fituation of the fhip, the poor men got
fome reft, by relieving each other. But on the -
following morning, they had the mortification to
find the weather again threatened, and by noon

blew
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blew a ftorm ; every thing being fo worn out and
exhaufted in the thip, that they had no hape of
being able to ftand it much longer, though every
art and labour was ufed both by the (,aptam and
men of every defcription.

Night came on again, with every dreary profs
pe¢t as before; and was paffed in continued
labour. The Laptam gave orders for the two re-
maining cables they had left to be thrown over
board. Every time the captain vifited the hatch-
way, he obferved the water increafe, and the dan-
ger of courfe increafed. T'he carpenter now
aflured him the fhip could not fwim long, and
propofed making rafts to float the fhip’s company,
as now it was not in his _power to encourage them
any longer. Some appeared perfectly reﬁfrned for
ftill they could not but know that an Almmhty
and merciful Gop, who had proteéted them hi-
therto, could carry them ftill thro’ greater dangers
if they looked to him. Some wcnt to their ham-
mocks, and defired their mefs-mates to lafth them
in,-others were lathing themfelves to gratings and
{mall rafts.

They were now in a fituation to catch at a
ftraw, the captain therefore called his thip’s com-
pan¥ together, and told them his intention,
recommending them to remain regular and obe-
dient. Now was the time for th(.m to look to
Him who has promifed by his fervant David “to
fave the people that are in adver{ity”’—and further
that ““ he is the defender of all them that. truft in
him; ”’ for ““who is God but the LLor D, or who
‘hath any ftrength except our Gop?” Prepara.
tions were now made for the purpofe of quitting

the
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the thip. The booms were cleared, the boats, of
which they had three, were got over the fide, a bag
of bread was ordered to be put in each, and an

liquors that could be got at, for the purpofe of
{upplying the rafts, "The Captain-intended him-
felf to go into the five-oared yawl. Two men,
captains of the tops of the forecaftle, were placed
in each of them, to prevent any man from forcing

.the boats, or getting into them ’till all was fettled.
- While thefe preparations were making, the thip

was gradually finking. The men had for fome
time quitted their employment of bailing, and the
thip was left to her fate, ;

So far a dependance upon Providence had con-
dulted themthrough thefe dreadful efcapes. Inthe
afternoon the weather again threatened, and in
fqualls blew ftrong, the fea ran high, and one of
the boats funk. As the evening approached, the
fhip appeared juft fufpended on the water, there
was no certainty that the would {wim from one
minute to another, and the love of life, which
never thewed itfelf later in the approach to death,
began now to level all diftin&ions. It was im-
poffible for any man to deceive himfelf with a hope
of being faved upon a raft in fuch a fea; befides
that the fhip in finking, it was probable, would
carry every thing down with her to a certain
diftance. :

It was near five o’clock, when the €aptain,
coming from the cabin, obferved numbers of peo-
ple looking with great anxiety over the fide ; where
he faw that feveral men had forced the pinnace,
and that more were attempting to getin. The
Captain had immediate thoughts of fecuringbthi's

oat,
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boat, before fhe might be funk by numbers. There

appeared not more than a moment for confidera-
tion; to remain and perifh with the fhip’s com-
pany, to whom he could not te any longer of ufe,
or feize the opportunity which feemed the onl
way of efcaping, and leave the people whom he
had been fo well fatisfied with on every occafion,
that he felt he could give his life to preferve then.
This indeed, was a painful ftruggle, and which
muft be felt to be known.—But the love of life
prevailed; he called to the mafter, the only officer
upon deck, defiring he would follow him, and
immediately defcended into the boat. With great
difficulty they got it clear from the fhip, twice the
number that the boat could carry pufhing to get
in, and many jumping into the water. A young
gentleman, fifteen years of age, leaped from the
chains after the boat was got oft, and was takenin.
Thefearan high,and the only probability of living,
was keeping the boat before the wind.

They might now well ¢cry unto the Lord in
their trouble, for (thus far) he had faved them out
of their diftrefles.” The Captain now became
fenfible the fituation of thofe in the boat was very
little better than thofe who remained in the fhip;
it appeared now fo dreadful, as only to be a length-
ening out a miferable exiftence.

They were all-together twelve in number,in a
leaky boat, nearly in the middle of the Weftern
Ocean, without compafs, without quadrant,
without fail, without great coat or cloak—but not
without Gop.—Man’s extremity is Gop’s op-
portunity, and when human help fails, then is
Divine help moft feen and felt, ,

' They
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‘They were very thinly cloathed in other re-
fpets: there was now a high gale of wind, with
a great fea running! It was five o’clock in the
evening ; and in half an hour they loft fight of the
fhip. Before it was dark, a blanket was difcovered
in thie boat. This was immediately bent to one of
the ftretchers, and under it as a fail they fcudded
all night, in expectation of being fwallowed by
every wave, it being with great difficulty they
could fometimes clear the boat of the water, be-
fore.the return of the next great fea; all of them
half drowned and fitting, except thofe-who bailed
at the bottom of the boat; and without having
really perithed, perhaps no people ever endured
more.—Well might the Captain and his men cry
out, ¢ 'T'hey that go down to the fea in fhips, that
do bufinefs in great waters, thefe fee the works of
the L.orD, and his wonders in the deep.”

In the morning the weather grew moderate,
the wind having fhifted to the fouthward, as they
obferved by the {un. Having furvived the night,
they began to think of their future prefervation.
Upon examining what they had to {ubfift on, they
found a bag of bread, a fmall ham, a fingle piece
of pork, two quart bottles of water, and a few
cordials. 'T'he wind for {everal days providentially

. never blew fo ftrong, but they could keep the fide

of ‘the boat to the fea; but they were always mi
ferably wet and cold.

They kepta fort of reckoning ;-but the {fun and
{tars being fometimes hid for twenty-four hours,
they had no very good opinion of their naviga-
tion. Various were their trials, and various their

difappointments, for feveral days.
Their
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Their hopes and prayers were now for a nof-
therly wind; their condition began to be truly
miferable both from hunger and cold, for on the
fifth day they had difcovered their bread was
nearly all fpoiled by falt water, and it was neces-
fary fo go to an allowance; one bifcuit divided
into twelve morfels for breakfaft, and the fame for
* dinner; the neck of a bottle broke off, with the
cork in, ferved for a glafs, and this filled with
water was the allowance for twenty-four hours
for each man; this was done without any favour
or diftinéion; but they muft have perifhed ere
this, had they not caught fix quarts of rain water,
and this they could not have been bleffed with, bad
they not found in the boat a pair of fheets, which
by accident had been put there: thefe were {pread
when it rained, and when thoroughly wet, wrung
into the kidd with which they bailed the boat.

With this fhort allowance, which fcarcely fuf-

tained life in that comfortiefs condition, they
began to grow very feeble, and their cloaths being
continually wet, their bodies were in many places
chafed into fores: but the rain coming at fuch an
important moment, when their exiftence hung
upon it, well might they cry out with the Plalmift,
¢« Thou haft been our fuccour, leave us not, nei-
ther forfake us, O Gop of our falvation.”

A calm now took place, and foon after a breeze
of wind fprang up from the north, and blew to 2
gale, fo that they ran before the fea at the rate of
five or fix miles an hout under their bianket, ’ail
they judged they yere to the fouthward of Fayall,
‘['his was the fifteenth day that they had been in
the boat ; and they had only one day’s bread, and

one
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one bottle of water remaining of a fecond merci- .
ful fupply of rain,” Their fufferings were now as
great as human ftrength could bear; but truft in
Gop was the only fupport they had to keep up
their fpirits, of far greater confequence now than
bodily labour: for on this day Thomas Matthews,
the ftouteft man in the boat, perifhed from hun-
ger.and cold. How plainly does this prove the
*“race is not to the fwift, nor the battle to the
ftrong ;» for their hardieft man fell firfty on the
day before he died, he complained of want of
ftrength in his throat to fwallow his morfel; in
the fame night he went off without a groan,

As it now appeared next to a certainty they
thould probably perith in the fame manner in a
dayor twe, they began to take comfort, that dyin
of hunger was not fo dreadful as they had ﬁrf%
imagined : what a mercy was this, that their fuf-
ferings fhould gradually have leflened their hor-
rors: thus.is the Almighty tender in his chaftife-
ments. Some complained of the fame {ymptoms
in'their throats, forme had ‘drunk their own urine,
and all but the captain had drunk falt water, -

As yet defpair and gloom had been fuccefsfully
prevented, and as the evenings clofed in, they
endeavoured to amufe themfelves. Here was a
glorious opportunity to {ing a hymn or pfalm, and
to pray with uncommon fervor! _

But now an evening arrived, when the captain
found them unable to do any thing. As the night
came on it fell a calm, and about midnight a
breeze of wind fprang up; but 2- not a ftar was to
be feen, they were afraid of running out of their
way, and waited impatiently for the rifing fun t.i) be
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their compafs.  As foon as the dawn appeared,
they found the wind exactly as they had withed;
and immediately fpread their fail, running before
the fea at a great rate.  Their laft breakfalt had
been ferved with the bread and water remaining,
when Jobn Gregory, quarter-mafter, declared
with much confidence that he faw the land; but
they had feen fop-banks {o often, which had the
appearance of land, that they did not truft them-
felves to believe it.

Our faith in trying moments is too often fha.
ken; but if we perfevere, Gop s always at hand.
However the captain might have his fears, the
poor failors were all joy and rapture, and one of
them cried out, if he ever faw land in his life he
beheld it now, They immediately fhaped theip
courfe to it, the wind frethened; and in two hou rs
time the land was fairly to be feen by every man
in the boat, but at a great diftance ; fo that they
did not reach it till ten at night, and acknow-
ledged the goodnefs of Gop in it. '

In every part of the horizon, except where the
land was difcovered, there was fo thick a haze,
they could not fee any thing for feveral leagues.
As they approached the land, their belief had
ftrengthened that it was Fayall. They traverfed
about a great way; the fhore being too rocky to
Jand. This circumftance agitated and affected
them very much, as they were fo weak. Their
impatience was very great to get a little frefh
water, at the firft part of the land they could ap-
proach, as the thirft of fome of them was fo great,
it was almoft infupportable at length they difco-
vered a fithing canoe, which conduéted them into

the
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the road of Fayall about midnight; but alas'!
where the regulation of the port did not permit
them to land, till examined by the health officers;

however, they did not think much of fleeping.

this night in the boat, as the pilot brought them
refrefhments of bread, wine, and water. In the
morning they were vifited by Mr. Graham, the
Englith Conful, whofe humane attention made
very ample amends for the formality of the Por-
tuguefe. They declared they could never fuffi-
ciently exprefs the fenfe tiey had of his kindnefs
and humanity, it being the whole of his employ-
ment for feveral days, to contrive the beft means
of reftoring them to health and ftrength; perhaps
more pitiable objects have feldom been feen.
Some of the ftouteft men belonging to the Centaur
were obliged to be fupported through the ftreets
of Fayall; even the captain, whofe health was
rather better than the reft, could not walk with-
out being fupported; and fo weak were they, that
for feveral days, even with the moft comfortable

provifion, and good beds, they remained very

_poorly. : ;

In this miraculous and wonderful manner was
Providence pleafed to preferve Captain Inglefield
and his few worthy failors, that they might at the
end of all their extraordinary perils be enabled to
fay, ¢ O that men would praife the Lorb for his
goodnefs, and declare his wonderful works to the
children of men: for he fatisfieth the longing
foul, and filleth the hungry foul with goodnefs:”
—¢ And whofo is wife and will obferve thefe

things, even they fhall underftand the loving~

kindnefs of the Lorn.”
FINIS.
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