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THE HISTORY '
or

OUR BLESSED SAVIOUR.

—

1. The Birth of Jesus Christ,

Ix the days of Herod, king
of Judea, the angel Gabricl
was seat from God, unto a
city of Galilee called Nazareth ;
to a virgiu, espoused to a man
whose name was Joseph, of the
family of David: and the vir-

gin’s name was Mary. And

the angel said unto her « Hail,
“ thou that art highly favour-
“ ed! the Lord is with thee-
¢ blessed art thou among we-
Saamen.’”
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At this Mary was afraid :—
then the angel said, “Fear not;
% for thou hast fom.d favour
“ with Ged; and the Hoty
¢ Spirit  shall descend upon
“ thee, and thou shalt con-
“ ceive and bear a son, and
shalt call his name Jesns.
¢ He shall be great, and shall
¢ be called the Son of the
“ most Most High; and the
“ Lord God shall give him a
 throne and mighty power;
 and he shall reign for ever;
« and of his lmmdom lhene
¢¢ shall be no eud.” And 1 Mary
said, “I am the servant of
““ the Lord; be it unto me
¢ according to thy word.”

Aud, after some months
were « past, Joseph went up
from Nazareth uunto Bethle-

(23
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hem, with Mary his espoused
wife ; and while they were in
Bethlehem, she brought forth
her first born son, and wrap--
ped him in swaddiing clothes;
and laid him in a manger, be-
cause there was mo room for
them in the n.

. The Angel appears to the
Skepherds.

And there were, 1y the same
country, shepherds abiding in
the field, keeping watch over
their flock by night. And lo,
the angel of the Lord came
upon them, and the glory of
the Lord shone round about
them; and they were sore
afraid.

And the angel said wunto
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them,  Fear not; for hehold
*“ T'bring you good tidings of
“ great joy, which shall be
“to all people. For unto
“ you is born this day, in the
“ eity of David, a Saviour,
“ who is Christ the Lord:
“ Aud this shall be a sign
“ unto you; ye shall find the
“ babe wrapped in swaddling
“ clothes lying in a manger.”

And suddenly there was,
with the angel, a multitude
of the heavenly host, praising
God ; and saying, “ Glory to
“ God in the highest, and on
*“ earth peace, good-will to-
“ wards men.”

And it came to pass, as
the angels were gone away
from them into heaven, the
shepherds said one to another,
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“ Let us now go even unto
 Bethlebem, and see this
“ thing whiclh is come to
« pass, whichh the Lord hath
« made known to us.

3. The Shepherds go ta Betk-
lfehem—Christ is presemfed
in the Temple,

And - the shepherds came
with haste ; and  found Mary
and Foseph, and the Babe ly-
ing in the manger: and when
they bad seen it, they made
known abroad the saying that
that was told them cancerning
the Child.

And all they that heavd it,
wondered at those things,
which where told them by the
shepherds; but Mary remem-
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bered all these things, and
pondered them in hel heart.
And the shephelds returned,
glogifving and praising GOD
for all these things which they
had heard and seen.

Angd there was at Jerusalem
a devout Man, named Simeon ;
to whom it was revealed b.
the Holy Spirit, that he should
not die, until he had seen the
Lord’s Christ. When therefore
JEsUs was presented in the
temple, according to the law
of the Jews, Qumeon took him
in his arms, and blessed him,
and said, “Lmd now let thv
“ servant die in peace; for
“ T have seen thy salvation ;
¢ which thou hast given as
fe the lwht of mdnl«.md and
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« the glory of thy peoplg
¢ Tsrael.”

1. The Adoration of the Wisc
Men.

About that time, there came
wise men of the East to Jeru-
salem ; saying, “ Where is he,
« who is born King of the
« Jews? For we have seen

his star in the East, and
¢ are come to worship him.”

But when king Herod heavd
these things, he was troubled,
and all Jelusdlem with him :
" and he asked the chief priests
and the scribes, where Christ
should be born; and they said,

It is written in the prophets,
¢ that he shall be born in

Bethlehem of Judea.” Then
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Herod sent the wise men to
Bethlehem, and told then to
2o and search for the young
Child ; and, when they had
found kim, to bring him word :
saying to them, thai he also
would go and worship him.

The wise men thevefore
departed: and lo, the star,
which they saw in the East,
went before them, till it came
and stood over the place
-where the young Child was
at which they were very glad.
And when they were come
wto the house, they saw the
young Child with Mary his
mother; and they fell ‘down
and worshipped  him: and
when they had opened their
treasure, thcy presented to
him gifts; gold, frankincense,
aod myrrh,
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5. The Murder of the Innocent
Children. '

Dut the wise men, being
warnéd by God in a dream,
that they should neot return
to Herod, departed into their
own country another way.
And an angel appeared unto
Joseph, and said, «“Take the
“ young Child and his mother,
« and flee into Egypt: for
¢ Herod will seek the young
¢ Child to destroy him.” Then
Joseph  arose and  took the
young Child and his mother
by night, and departed into
Egypt.

And when Herod found
that the wise men did not
return to him, he was in &

«

"



12

greal rage: afd hoping to
destroy the young Child, he
sent and slew all the childyen
in Bethlehem, and in ail the
country round ‘it, that \ere
urder two years of age.  But
Joseph, with Mary and the
Young Child, continued in
Laypt until the death of He-
rod; after which they returned
mto Galilee, to 'their own
city, Nazareth.

And the Child grew, and
waxed stropg in spirit;  and
was filled with wisdom : and
the grace of God was upon
him; and he was subject nn-
to his parents; and ncreased
m wisdonr and stature, and iy
favor with God and man,
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6. The preaching of St. Joh.

In those days came John
the Baptist, preaching in the
wilderness of Judea; and say-
ing, “ Repent ye, for the king-
« dom of heaven is at hand.”
And many went unto him
from Jerusalem and from the
country about Judea; and
were baptized by him in the
river Jordan, confessing thewr
sins. :

Then the Jews doubted,
whether he were the Christ;
and they asked him, who he
was; John answered, I am
« not the Christ; but he who
« cometh after me, is preferred -
¢ before me ; for he was be-
fore me. 1 am come topre-
pare the way of the Lord.

-

o
-

-
-~
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I indeed baptize with water
unto repentance; but one
cometh, who is mightier
than me; the strap of whose
shoe I am not even worthy
to untie: he shall haptize
you with the Holy Spirit,
and with fire. For the law
came by Moses, but ovace
and truth by Jesus Christ.
No man hath seen God af
any time: but the only be-
gotten Son, who is in the
bosom of the TFather, he
hath revealed him.”

7 The Baptism of Jesus

Christ.
The next day John seeth

Jesus coming unto him, and

said, . < Behold the Lamb of
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God, which taketh away
<« the sins of the world!—
« This is he of whom I said,
« After me cometh one who
« js preferred hefore me; for
< he was before me.”

And Jesus came to be bap-
tized by John ; but John for-
bad him, saying, I have -
« need to be baptized by
< thee, and dost thou come
“ to me?” But Jesus said,
« Suffer it; for so it ought
“ to be.” Then John bap-
tized Jesus. And as Jesus
went up out of the water, the
heavens were opened; and
the Spirit of God descended
like a dove, and lighted upon
him. And a voice was heard
from heaven, saying, * This
<« gg my beloved Son, in whom
« I am well pleased.” :

&

N

L
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And Jesus, being then abot
thirty years of age, returned
in the power of the spirit
mto Galilee : and the fame
of him went out through all
that eountry, and many dis-
ciples followed him.

8. Christ appointeth the
Twelve Apostles.

‘And Jesus chose out of
his disciples twelve men, who
should be his apostles; and
whom he might send forth,
to preach the gospel. And
the names of these twelve
apostles  were, Simon Peter,
Andrew his brother; James
the son of Zebedee, and John
his brother; Philip, Bartho-
lomew, Muatthew, Thomas,
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James the son of Alpheus, -
Judas his brother; Simon the
Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot
who betrayed him. And Je-
sus gave them power to preach
the gospel, ta heal the sick,
to cleanse Jepers, to raise the
dead, and te cast out eyil
spirits.

9. Jokn beareth witness (o
Clrist.

After these things Jesus
came with his diseiples into
the land of Judea, and there
he staid and baptized; aud
John was also baptizing in
that counntry. Then John’s
disciples came unto him, and
said, ‘¢ Master, he who was
« with thee bevond Jordam,

B
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‘ to whom thou bearest wit-
“ ness, behold he baptizeth,

and. all men come to him.”
- Jobhn answered and said,
A man can recgive 1O
power, except it be given
bim by God: I teld.you I

“was not  the Christ; but

£C.

cenly his messenger sent
before him: He must -
crease, but I must decreuge.
He who cometh from above
is above all: he who is
of the earth is carthly;
but he, whom God. hath
sent, speaketh the words of
(rod and God giveth him
his Holy' Spirit. - '¥he Fa-
ther loveth ihé Son, aad
hath  given: all things -unto
his hant 3 e, who believeth
r,;.., Sé, bath  eterngl iife;
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¢ but, he who believeth not -
¢ the Son, shall not see life;
“ but the wrath of God abj-
 deth in him.” -

-~

10.  Herod Fkilleth John.—
Little Children come to
Christ.

Now king Herod had put
John into prison, because he
had reproved him for mar-
rying his brother’s wife ; and
Herod did still more wicked-
ly, for he caused John to be
beheaded. But afterwards,
when Herod was told of the
‘mighty works  which Jesus
did, he was troubled in his
mind ; and he said, ¢ This is
¢ John the Baptist, whom I
¢ have beheaded; he is risen

B2
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“ from flie dead, and there-
% fore mighty works do shew
¢ forth themselves in him.”

And they brought young
children to Jesus, that he
should toueh them; and his
diseiples rebuked those who
brought them : but when our
Lord saw it, he was much
displeased ; and he said unto
them, ¢ Suffer little ehildren
£ to come usto me, and for-
< bid them nof; for of such
“is the kingdom of God.”
And he took them up in his
arms, put his hands upun theny,
and blessed them.

A

11, The- Transfiguration ¢f
Christ.

And at that time, Jesus
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1ook with him Peter, and
James, and John, and went
wp inte a momntain o pray:
and as he prayed, his face did
become bright as the sun;
and his raiment became shi-
ping and white as snow. And,
lo, there appeared unto them
Moses and Elias, and talked
with himi; and spake of his
«death, which was to happe
in Jerusalem. Then said Fe-
"ter, < Lord, it is good that
« we are here; if thou wilt,
s let us make here three ta-
< bernacles ; one for thee, oue
¢« for Moses, and one for
< Elias.” And while he yet
spake, behold, a bright cloud
overshadowed them; and a
voice came out of the eloud,
saying, < This is my beloved
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¢ Som, in whom I am well
< pleased ; hear ye him.”

But when the three disci-
ples heard the voice, they fell
. on their faces, and .were sore
afraid ; then Jesus' came and
touched them, and said,  A-
“ rise, be not afraid:” and,
when they lifted up their
eyes; they saw no man, save
Jesus only.  And as they
came down from the moun-
tain, our Lord charged them
not to tell what they bhad
then seen, until he were risen
from the dead.

12. Christ goeth tothe House
of Zaccheus.

And as Jesus passed througlh
Jerico, a Publican, named
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Zaccheus, sought to. see kiny;
and could not, for the cnoud
because he was littleof stature :
and lie ran before, and climb-
ed up into a sycamore tree; ]
to see him. 'Then as our
Lord came to the place, he
Tooked up and said to him,
« Zaccheus eonie down: for
to day 1 will stayat thy house.”
Upon this Zaccheus came down
with haste, and received him
joyfully : but the Jews mur-
mured, saying, that Jesus was
cone into the house of a Pub-
lican and a sinner. Zaccheus
then said, ¢ Lord, behold;
half of my goods [ give to
the poor; and if I have un-
justly taken any thing from
any man, I will restore hing
~fourfold.” Jesussuid unto him,
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 This day s salvation come
into this house; for the
“ Son of Alan i come to
“ seekk and save that which
« was lost.”

€¢

13. Christ foretelleth his
Crucifivion.

And as our Lord went ap
to Jerusalem, he took the
twelve disciples apart, and said
unto them, “ Behold, we go
‘up to Jerusalem; and the Son
of Man shall be betrayed un-
to the Chief Priests, and un-
to the Scribes; and they shall
eondenmn him to death, and
shall deliver him 1o the Gen-
tiles. And they shall mock
him, and shall scourge him,
and shall sprt upon bim, and
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shall erucify him; and on the
third day he shall rise again.”

Then upon the next day,
when the people, that were
come to the feast, heard that
Jesus was coming to Jerusa-
lem, they took branches of
palm trees, and went forth to
meet him 3 and the multitude
that went before and that fol-
lowed, cried, saying,  Ho-
“ sanna to the Son of David!
<« Blessed be the Iing that
<« cometly in the Name of the
<« Lord: peace in heaven, aud
<« glory in the highest.”

14, Thrist’s Entry into Je-
rusadem. ’

And as be came iato Jern-
salenm, all the city was mov-
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¢d, saying, “ Who is this?”
And the multitude said, « Thig
is Jesus the prophet of Na-
zareth.” - Then our Lord went
into the Temple; and ‘begaxu
to drive out them that sold
and bought in the Temple ;
and overthrew the tables of
the money-changers, and the
seats of them that sold doves;
saying, “'[s it not written,
my house shall be called, of
all nations, the House of
Prayer; but ye have made it
a den of thieves.”

And he taught daily in the
‘Temple. But the Chief Priests
and the Secribes, and the El-
ders of the people soucht to
destroy him ; but- could not
find how they might do it ;
for all the people were Very
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attentive to hear him. And
when they desired to lay
hands on him, they feared the
multitude; for they all be-
lieved him to be a prophet.”

15. Judas is bribed to betray
Clrist.

Aud our Lord said unto
his disciples, « Ye know'that
« after two days is the feast
“ of the Passover; and the
“ Son of Man shall then be
“ betrayed to be crucified.”

And the Chief Priests and
Seribes and Elders assembled,
and consulted how they might
take Jesus, and kill hin ; but
they said, ““ Not on the feast
¢ day, lest there be an uproar
¢ among the people.” Then
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Sudas Iscariot, one of the
twelve - disciples, went unto
the Chief Priests; and said
unto them,  What will you
“ give me, and | will deliver
< him unto you?’ And they
agreed with him for thirty
pieces of silver. And, from
that time, Judas sought an
opportunity to betray hin.

. 16, Appointment of the Holy
Communion.

Now, before the feast of
the Passover, when Jesus
knew that his hour was come,
that he should depart out of
this world, uvnto the Father;
having toved his ewn, which
were in the world, he loved
them wrto the end. -And
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when even was come, he sat
down with his twelve disci-
ples: and he took the bread,
and gave thanks, and brake
it; and gave it wito them,
saying, ¢ Take, eat; this is
 my body, which is given
 for you: this-do in remem-
« prance of me.” _Aud he
took the cup, and gave thanks,
and gave it to them, aying,
« Drink ye all of it; for this
“ is my blood of the New
¢« Testament, which is shed
¢ for you, and for many, for
<« the remission of sins. And
« 1 say unto you, I will not
« drink any more of the fruit
¢« of the vine, until T drink it
« pew, in the kingdonmi: of
« God”  And as they did
eat, he said, ¢ Verily, I say
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# unto you, that one of you
¢ shall betray me.”  Then
< -the disciples asked one by
CEoone, ks it 127 Apd ano-
theg said * Isit 12”  Aad Ju-
dlas also said, ¢ Master, is it
11 Jesus answered, ““Thou
¢ hast said.” “And Judas de-
parted :-—and . it . was - then
pizht.

¥7. Christ prayeth in the
Garden.

When Jesus "had spoken
these words, he went forth
over the brook Cedron, where
there was a garden; and he
said unto his disciples, < Sit
‘¢ ye here, while 1 pray.” And
he taketh with him Peter and
James and John ; and he said
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unto them, “ My soul is very
¢« sad, even unto death ; tarry
‘6. ye hue, and watch, \‘hi}.e 1
2o and pray yondey.”

And hc wenta little farther,
and knecled down, and pray-
ed, saying, !¢ Father, if thou
¢ be willing, rempve this cup
“ {from - me:—yet not my
“ will, but thine be dene.”
And. there appeared an angel
unto e trom  heaven, to
omfort him: and being in
ap  agony, he prayed more
carnesily ; and his sweat was
as it were great drops of
blood falling to the ground.
And when he rose up from
prayer, he came to his. dis-
ciples, and found theni asleep ;
aud Le said unto them, “ Why
¢ sleep ye?  Watch and pray

¢
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,“ lest ye enter inte tempta-
hon.

18. Christ is beirayed by
Judas. |

And, while he yet spake, -
Io, Judas, one of the twelve
disciples, eame, and with him
a great m llilfu(lc, with swords
a'ul staves, trom the Chief
Priests aud Elders of the
people.  Now Judas had told
them “ whomsoever I shall

lms the same is he: hold
¥, hlm fast :” and {forthwith
he came up to Jesus, and cried,
 Hail, master,” and kissed
him. Qur Lord then said
unto him, “ Judas, betrayest
* thou the Son of Man with
“‘a kiss?” And they came,
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and laid hands on Jesus, and
took him: and his disciples
forsook him, and fled,

19. Christ is carried before
the High Priest.

And they hound Jesus,
and led him away to the
High Priest: but Peter fol-
lowed him afar off, even into
the palace of the High Priest:
and he sat with the servants,
and warmed himself at the
fire. And the Chief Priests
and Council sought for wit-
ness against Jesus, to put
him to death; bat found
none: then they asked him,
saying, “ Art thou the Christ?”
He replied, « Hereafter shall
¢ vye see the Son of Man sit

C
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¢ on the right hand of the
“ power of God;” they all
said, ¢ Art thou then the Son
¢ of God?” And he answer-
ed, “Tam.” Then they all
cried out,  What need we
¢ any further witness ? for we
¢« ourselves have heard it
<« from his own mouth.—
¢ He is guilty of death.”

20. Peter denieth Christ.

Meantime, as Peter sat in
the palace, a maid-servant
said to him, ¢ Thou also
¢ wast with Jesus of Naza-
«¢ reth ;” but Peter denied it;
saying, *“ Woman, I know him
«c.not.””  'Then ancther ser-
vant said unto him, ¢ Thou
s¢ also art one of them;” Pe-
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ter replied, < Man, ¥ am not.”?
And, about an hour after,
another said, ** Of a truth,
¢ this fellow also was with
“ him;” and Peter said,
¢ Man, I know not what thou
¢ sayest:” and, while he yet
spake, the cock crew. And
our Lord turped, and looked
upon Peter: then Peter re-
membered the words which he
satd unto him, ¢ Before the
¢ cock crow, thou shalt deny
< me thrice;” and Peter went
out, and wept bitterly. }
21, Judas hangeth himself.
And Judas, who had be-
trayed Jesus, when he saw
that he was condemned, re-
pented ? and he brought again
the thirty pieces of silver to
the Chief Priests and Elders;
Ci2
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saying, I have sinned, in
¢ that I have betrayed inno-
< cent blood.” Aud they
said, ¢ What is that to us?
¢ see thou to that.” And he
cast down the thirty pieces of
silver before them in the tem-
ple, and departed, and hanged
himself.

22. Christ is brought before
Pilate.

When the morning was
come, all the chief Priests,
and Elders, and the Secribes,
took counsel against Jesus,
to put him to death; and,
when they had bound him,
they led him away, and de-
livered him to - Pontius Pi-
late, the Governor; but they
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went not into the Judgments
hall, lest they should be de-
filed; but that they might
eat of the Passover. Pilate
went out unto them, and said,
¢¢ What charge do ye bring
¢ against this man?” They
answered, and said unto him,
« If he were not guilty, we
¢ would not have brought
¢ him unto thee.,” Then said
Pilate unto them, * Take ye
¢ him, and judge him accord-
“ ing to your law.” 'The
Jews therefore said unto him,
¢ 1t is not lawful for us to put
¢ any man to death.”

23. The Tridl of our Savieur.

Then Pilate entered into
the judgment-hall again, and
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ealled Jesus and asked him,
¢ Art thou the king of the
“ Jews V" Jesus answered him,
¢ Sayest thou this thing of
“ thyself, or did others tell
“ it thee of me?” Pilate an-
swered, “ Am Ia Jew! Thine
¢ own nation, and the Chief
¢ Priests have delivered thee
" ¢ unto me: what hast thou
“ done ?” Jesus replied, “ My
“ kingdom is not of this
¢ world : if my kingdom were
“ of this world, then would
“ my servants fight, that I
“ should not be delivered
“ to the Jews: but now is
“ my kingdom not of this
¢ world,” Pilate therefore
satd unto him, “ Art thon
a king then 7’ Jesus answer-
ed, <“Thou sayest true, that
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« Jam a king: to this end
s was I born, and for this
« came I into the world, that
<« | should bear witness unto
< the truth. Every one, that
<« jis of the truth, heareth my
¢ yoice.”

And while Pilate was seated
on the judgment-seat, his
wife sent uunto him, saying,
“ Do mno evil to that just
 man: for I have suffered
“ many things this night ina
“ dream, because of him.”
Then Pilate went out unto
the Jews, and said unto them,
«¢ ] find in him no faultat all:
< but ye have a custom, that
¢« I should release unto you
¢ one at the Passover. Will
« ye therefore that-I release
¢ unto you the king of the

a
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“ Jews?” Then oried they
again, saying, “ Not this man,
“ but Barabbas.” Now Ba~
vabbas was a robber.

24. Christ is condemned to be
Crucified.

Then Pilate said unto the
Jews, “And what shall 1 do
with  Jesus, who 1is called
Christ " They all say unto
him, ¢ Let him be erucified.”
Then Pilate said, < Shall I
crucify youwr king?”  The
Chief Priests answered, “We
have no king but Cesar.” And
when Pilate saw that he eould
prevail nothing, but that ra-
ther a tumult was made, he
took water, and washed his
hands before the people, say-
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ing, “I am innocent of the
blood of this just person; see
ye to it;” then answered they
all, and said, ¢ His blood be
on us, and our children.”

25. Christ is scourged and
mocked.

Then Pilate released Barabbas
unto them : and when he had
scourged Jesus, he delivered
him to be crucified. And the
soldiers of the governor took
Jesus unto the common hall,
and gathered around him the
whole band ; and they strip-
ped him, and put on him a scar-
let robe. And when they had
platted a crown of thorns, they
putitupon hishead, andareedin
his right hand ; and they bow-
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ed the knee before him, and
mocked him, saying, < Hail,
king of the Jews.” And they
spit upon him; and took the
reed, and smote him on the
head: and after they had
mocked him they took the robe
off from him, and put his own
raiment on him, and led him
away to crucify him.

And there were also two
thieves led with hkim, to be
put to death. And they gave
bim vinegar to drink, mingled
with gall: and when he had
tasted thereof, he would not
drink,

26. Christ is crucified.

And when they were come to
the plage which is called Cals
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yary, there they crucified him,
and the two thieves; one on
his right hand, the other on
his left. Then said Jesus,
<« Father, forgive them, for
they know not what they do.”
—And it was then about the
third hour, or about nine in
the morning. And Pilate
wrote a title, and put on the
cross: and ‘the writing was,
This is Jesus, the king of the
Jews. 'Then said the Chief
Priests to’ Pilate, ¢ Write not
the king of the Jews; but that
he said, he was king of the
Jews.” Pilate answered, ‘“What
1 have written, I have written.”

27. Christ dies for our sins.

And they who passed by

veviled him wagging their heads,
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- and saying, ¢ If thou cans
destroy ~the Temple, and
build it again in three days,
save thyself: if thou be the
Son of God, come down from
the cross.” Likewise also the
Chief Priests mocking him,
with the Scribes and Elders,
said, “He saved others, him-
self he cannot save: if he be
the king of Tsrael, let him now
come down from the Cross,
and we will believe him. He
trusted in God: let him deli-
ver him now if he would have
him.” And one of the thieves
which were hanged, railed on
him, saying, “If thou be
Christ, save thyself and us.”
But the other answering, re-
buked him, saying, “ Dost not
thou fear God, seeing thou
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art in the same condemnation?
And we indeed justly; for we
receive the due reward of our
deeds: but this man hath done
nothing amiss.” And he said
anto Jesus, ¢ Lord, remember
me when thou comest to thy
kingdom.” And Jesus said
unto him, “Verily I say unto
thee, this day shalt thou be
with me in Paradise.”

And it was about the sixth
hour (or about twelve at noon,)
and there was darkness over
all the land until the ninth
hour: and the sun gave no
light, and the veil of the Tem-
ple was rent in two. And
when Jesus had cried with a
loud voice, he said, “ Father,
into thy hands I commend my
spirit;” and having said thus,
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he gave up the ghost—And
when the Centurion who com-
manded the soldiers, and stood
over agaist him, saw what
was done, he glorified God,
saying, < Truly this man was
the Son of God.”

R8. The burial of Christ.

And all the people that came
together to that sight, bekold-
ing the things which were done,
smote their breasts and return-
ed.—And all his acquaintance
and the women that followed
our Lord from Galilee, stood
afar off beholding these things.

And when the evening was
come, there was a rich man
named Joseph ; who also him-
self was one of the disciples
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of Jesus: he went to Pilate,
and begged the body of Jesus.
Then Pilate commanded the
body to be delivered. And
when Joseph had taken the
body, he wrapped it in a clean
linen cloth; and laid it in his
own new tomb, which he had
hewn out of the rock, where
never man had been laid: and
he rolled a great stone to the
door of the tomb, and depart-
ed. Aund that day was the day
before the sabbath.  Aud
the women also, which came
with him from Galilee, follow-
ed after; and beheld the sepul-
chre, and how lhis body was
laid: and they returned, and
prepared spices and ointiments ;
and rested the sabbath day,
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according to the commande
ment of the Lord.

29. A guard is placed at his
tomb.

Now on the next day, the
Chief Priests and Pharisees
came together unto Pilate;
saying, ‘ Sir, we remember
that that deceiver said, while
be was yet alive, After three
days I will rise again. Com-
mand therefore, that the tomb
be made sure until the third
day; lest his disciples come
by night, and steal him away;
and say unto the people, He
is risen from the dead: so the
last error shall be worse than
the first.” Pilate said unte
them, “Ye have a watch: go
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your way, and make it as sure
as you can.” So they went,
and made the tomb sure; seal-
ing the stone, and setting a
watch of soldiers around it.

30, Christ riseth from the
dead.

Now, upon the first' day of
the week, very early in the
morning, Mary Magdalene and
the other Mary came unto
the tomb; bringing the spices
which they had prepared. And
behold there was a great earth-
quake: for the angel of the
Lord descended from heaven,
and came, and rolled away the
stone from the door, and sat
npon it. His countenance was
like lightning, and his raiment
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white as snow : and for fear of
him, the soldiers who watched
the tomb did shake, and be-
came as dead men.

And the angel said unte
fhe woman, ¢ Fear not ye:
for I know that ye sesk Jesus,
whe was crueified : he is not
here, for he is risen; as he
foretold unto you.—Come, and
sec the place,-where the Lord
lay. And go quickly, and tell
his disciples, that he is risen
from the dead; and behold he
goeth before you into Gali-
“Tee: and there ye shall see
him. . Lo, 1 have told you.”
And they departed quickly
from the tomb with fear and
great joy, and ran to tell his
" disciples: and as they went
“behold, Jesus met thom, say
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ing, “All hail!?” Aund they
came, and held him by the
feet, and worshipped ~ him.
Then said Jesus unto them,
“ Be mot afraid: go tell my
brethren, that they go into
Galilee, and there shall they
see me.”

And some of the watch
came into the city, and told
unto the Chief Priests all the
things which came to pass at
the sepulchre. And when
they were assembled with the
Elders, and had taken coun-
cil, they gave much money
unto  the soldiers, saying,
“ Say ye his disciples came by
night, and stole him away,
while we slept: and if this
come to the Governor’s ears,
we will persuade him, and

D 2
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secure you.” So they took
the money, and did as they
were taught by the Chief
Yriests and Elders.

31. Christ appearcth to his
Disciples.

After this, our Lord ap-
peared unto two of his disci-
ples, as they walked into the
country : and they went and
told it unto the other disciples.
And while they were yet spealc-
ing, Jesus himself stood in
the midst of them, and said
unto them, ¢Peace be unto
you.” But they were terrified
and afirighted, and supposed
they had seen a spirit : and
he said unto them, * Why
are ye troubled? and why do
thoughts arise In your hearts 1
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behiold my hands and my feet,
that it is I myself: handle me
and see; for a spirit hath not
flesh and bones, as ye see me
have.”

And, when he had thus
spoken, he shewed them his
hands and his feet. And while
they yet believed not, for joy
and wonder, he said unto them,
“ Have ye here any meat?”
and they gave him a piece of
broiled fish, and some honey :
and he took it, and did eat
before them. Aud he said
unto them, *These are the
words which I spake unto you,
while T was yet with youz
that all things must be ful-
filled, which were wriften in
the Law of Moses, and in the
Prophets, and in the Psalms,
concerning me,”
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33. Christ ascendeth inte
HHeaven.

Then opened he their under-
standing, that they might under-
stand the Scriptures. And he
said unto them, “Thus it is
written; and thus it behoved
Christ to suffer, and to rise
from the dead on the third
day: i order that repentance
and forgiveness of sins should
ke preached in his name, among
all nations; beginning at Jeru-
salem. And ye are the wit-
nesses of these things.—All
power is given unto me, in
heaven and on earth: go there-
fore and teach all nations, and
baptize them in the name of
the Father, aud of the Son,
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and of the Holy Spirit; teach-
ing them to keep all things
which I have commanded you.
And behold T send the pro-
mise of my Father upon you:
—Dbut tarry ye in the city of
Jerusalem, until ye be endued
with pewer from on high. And
io I am with youn always unte
the end of the World. Amen.”
And he led them out as far as
to Bethany; and he lifted up
his hands and blessed them.
And it came to pass, that while
he blessed them, he was parted
from them, and he was received.
into heaven, and sat on the
rvight hand ef God. And they
worshipped him, and returned
to Jerusalem with great joy:
and were daily in the Temple,
praising and blessing God,
Amen.
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THE CONCLUSION.

[

Tur Reader has now been
informed of the birth of Jesus
Christ—of the various things
that happened to him while
he lived upon earth—and
especially of his grievous
sufferings from the unbelieving
Jews, until he died wpon the
cross, on Mount Calvary,
near Jerusalem.

Jt is necessary, however,
that we should know, WHO
Jesus Christ is. He is God,
and man. Before he became
an infant, and received the
adoration of the shepherds,
He had lived from all eternity
in heaven, In the most pro-
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per time, he “ took upon him
our nature, and came in the
likeness of man; and being
found in fashion as a man, he’
humbled himself, and became
obedient unto death, even the
death of the cross.” We may
therefore pray to Jesus Christ;
for he 1s GoD as well as
man—God able to save us
from sin, and ruin, and wrath ;
and man, able to stand in our
place, aund suffer, and die for
our salvation.—¢ Jesus Christ,
the same yesterday, to-day,
and for ever—that 1s, ¢ from
everlasting to everlasting He
1s God,”

My young Readers ought
also to be informed of the
cause, WHY the Blessed Lord
Jesus Christ, should appear
in our nature for 35 years in
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this world. It was on aceount
of our sins. You should
know, that God Almighty, at
the beginning, made Adam, ¢
very good man. He was good
in every respect, both in body,
and in soul. But God com-
manded, as you will read in
the beginning of the book of
Genesis, that neither Adam
por his wife should eat of one
particular tree. They were
assured, that in the day they
eat of it, they should certainly
die. This was called the co-
venant of works; and the
happiness of Adam was then
made to depend upon him-
self. We all know, that he
very soon sinned against his
good and gracious God; and
was, in consequence, driven
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out of Paradise. According
to this covenant of works, all
the children of Adam and
Eve, and we among them, have
fost all prospect of eternal
happiness thro” any thing we
can do ; and the scriptures say,
¢ All have sinned, and come
short of the glory of God.”
And—in Adam all die. For
ever be adored the goodness
and mercy of the God we
have offended. ¢ He laid
help upon one mighty tosave.”
He appointed the second A-
dam, the Lord from heaven,
He sent forth his Son Jesus
Christ, made of a woman, te
redeem them that are under
the law, from condemnation
by it. < He died for us, the
just for the unjust, that He
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might bring usto God.” < Ile
did no sin, neither was guile
found in hismouth;” yetit plea-
sed the Lord to bruise him, and
to make his soul an offering for
sin. He stood in our place—
suffered for us —died for us—
God Almighty, the Father, re-
ceived from Jesus our holy
Redeemer, the punishment,
which our wickedness deserves
—and for which, but for Him,
we must have everlastingly
suffered.  And he accepts
the obedience, and merits of
Jesns Christ, and puts them
to our account, so as to intitle
us to a portiou in heaven, as
if we, of ourselves, had de-
served it. Thus if we obtain
eternal life, we shall obtain it
only through Christ, and not
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by any worthiness or desery-
-ings of our own. Perhaps
some child may wish to ask
this question—How can T ob-
tain for myself the blessing of
pardon through Christ’s suffer-
ings, and of happiness in hea-
ven through Christ’s holiness?
You may obtainthese blessings
through faith, or by believing,
that thro’ Christ, and Christ
ounly, you can be saved; by
loving Jesus for coming to be
your Saviour; and by hoping
sincerely, and earnestly to live
with Jesus in heaven. You
may know whether you do
thus believe, and hope, and
love, by asking yourself whe-
ther you think of the exam-
ple our dear Saviour has left
us, of all love, and goodness,
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and whether you pray, that
the Holy Spirit would influ-
ence your heart, and sanctify
your life, that you may live in
love towards your Saviour, to-
wards your parents, and other
children.

This blessed Saviour, when
he had done all, and suffered
all that was necessary, to make
our peace with God, arose
from the dead, as he had pro-

.mised he would; and after
forty days ascended into hea-
ven, ““to where he was before.”
He is said to sit at his Fa-
ther’s right hand, to shew us
the authority, and honor, and
happiness, which he is pos-

. sessed of, as the God-man,
who is the Mediator, between
God and man, He lives in
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heaven to intercede’ for us,
that is, to ask of his Father,
such blessings as we stand in
need of, from day to day.
With these he continually sup-
plies us, by his providence, and
his grace. When time shall
be 1o more Jesus will come
again; not as a little infant,
or a man of sorrows, but with
power and great glory, . to
Jjudge the living and the dead.
“ We must all appear before
the judgment  seat of Christ,
that every one of us may re-
ceive for the things done in
the body, whether they be
good, or bad.” :

S an—

FINIS.






