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INTRODUCTION — “The Office of Printer,”
wrote Upper Canada’s first Lieutenant Governor
in 1791, “seems to be of the utmost importance,”
and from Simcoe’s time to the present, his com-
ment has remained valid. Not the least signifi-
cant of the Ontario printer's work was the
broadside — a sheet of paper printed on one side
only, which today we would call a poster or an-
nouncement. As a handmaid to literacy and an
essential supplement to the weekly or bi-weekly
newspaper, the broadside has always been used
for a wide variety of purposes, among them
government notices; electioneering publicity;
sales, transportation and entertainment adver-
tisements; and announcements of all kinds.
From a study of them we can watch the devel-
opment of the printer’s skill, the advancement
of his techniques, and the variations of public
taste.

The history of the broadside in Ontario parallels
the history of printing. The first printing press
in the province was established at Niagara under
government auspices by a 22 year old French
Canadian from Quebec, Louis Roy. He arrived
before the end of 1792, and by late January or
early February, 1793, he was able to begin work.
Two of the earliest examples from his press are
included in this exhibition — one or other of
them may well be the first printing in Ontario.
Roy’s task, like that of later King’s Printers was
primarily to print government publications. In
1799 Gideon and Sylvester Tiffany, former
King’s Printers, established the first private press
in Ontario at Niagara, the government press
having followed the transfer of the capital to
York (Toronto). Another unofficial press was set

up in Kingston in 1810. Notable successors to
Louis Roy at York were John Bennett and John
Cameron. It was not until after the War of 1812,
however, that the number of presses in the prov-
ince really began to increase. After 1827 paper
made in Ontario was available for the first time,
and the amount of printed material doubled and
tripled yearly from then on. By 1836 there were
at least 38 presses at work in 21 different places.
In Toronto alone there were at least ten prinfers,
including R. Stanton, C. Fothergill, W. J.
Coates, G. Gurnett, John F. Rogers, Henry
Rowsell, M. Reynolds, J. H. Lawrence and W. L.
Mackenzie. Many of them published a news-
paper, as well as reports, books, pamphlets, and
all sorts of ephemeral publications.

By 1893 almost every town in Ontario had its
press, and the larger centres had a great number
of them capable of all types of work. The aver-
age printing office had grown from 1793 when
Roy worked alone to 1890 when over 2,000
people were employed in the 74 printing trade
establishments in Toronto, and others worked in
Hamilton, Windsor, London, Kingston and
Ottawa.

The early printers in Ontario used the crude
wooden hand press, with Caslon type. Most of
them used the type long after it was badly worn,
because of their isolation from sources of supply,
and also because of their shaky financial back-
ing. In the 1830’s the introduction of the iron
printing press was the first of many innovations
which were to revolutionize the printing in-
dustry. As techniques changed, so too did fash-
ion in typefaces. The earliest broadsides were
very close to book pages in style and typeface.

The introduction of bold face and fat face type
changed all that — it has been called “the
biggest break in typographic styles since the be-
ginning of printing.” Although criticized by
classicists, it made possible the flamboyance and
dramatic effect of the Victorian posters, and
separated forever the style of the book from the
style of the broadside. As to be expected, the use
of the new typefaces in Ontario lagged behind
that in England and the United States, where
the fonts would have to be bought. Even one of
the earliest innovations, the abandonment of the
long ‘s’ which had been generally superseded in
England by 1800, did not occur here until after

~ the War of 1812. The new display types made

their first appearance in Ontario in the 1820’s,
although they were in use in England from 1803.
This exhibit has been chosen from over 600
Ontario broadsides of the period in the collec-
tions of the Toronto Public Library. The de-
scriptive notes have been prepared by Miss
Edith G. Firth, head of Manuscripts and Cana-
dian History Section of the Central Library.
Mr. Larry Ryan mounted the exhibition, and
photographs for the catalogue have been pre-
pared by Mr. Wallace Bonner. Mr. Douglas
Lochhead of Massey College and Mr. Leslie
Smart have both assisted greatly in the identifi-
cation of typefaces.

The exhibit and catalogue are presented by the
Toronto Public Library Board in the hope that
the study of this neglected field of Canadiana
may awaken fresh interest in our province’s past.

H. C. CAMPBELL, Chief Librarian




1. GOVERNMENT NOTICE 1793
22.5x 14.7 cm. [Louis Roy, Niagara]

One of the earliest examples of printing in Ontario,
published in the first month after the establishment of
the press. It is set in Caslon Old Face, and owes much
in general style to the traditional book page format of
the time. It announces a resolution of the Executive
Council concerning the securing of land titles in
Ontario.

2. PROCLAMATION 1793
32.7x18.7 cm. [Louis Roy, Niagara]

Another very early item printed by Roy in February,
1793. It postpones the second session of the first legis-
lature from February 8 to March 18, 1793. The session
actually opened at Niagara on May 31, 1793.

3. PROCLAMATION 1795
28.7 x 15.3 cm. Gideon Tiffany, Niagara

Originally published by Samuel Neilson at Quebec in
February, 1792, this was the first publication in Ontario
of the regulations concerning the granting of lands in
the province. Tiffany succeeded Roy as King’s Printer

and served from 1794 to 1797.




4. GOVERNMENT NOTICE 1799?
40.5 x 20 cm. [William Waters and
Titus Geer Simons, York]

Printed in double great primer (36 pt.) Caslon Old Face
on poor quality paper. The conditions of settlement on
Yonge Street set out here were more rigid than in the
back concessions. Waters and Simons were King’s
Printers from 1798 to 1801.

5. ELECTION NOTICE 1800
28.3x 15.3 cm. William Waters and
Titus Geer Simons, York

One of the earliest examples of job printing for a
private individual in Ontario. This candidate in the
1800 election was probably either Thomas McKee or
Matthew Elliot. For distribution he would have signed
this broadside by hand.

6. PROCLAMATION 1812
22.7x30.7 cm. [John Cameron, York]

Warning by Brock against diverse persons who “have
recently come into this Province with a seditious at-
tempt to disturb the tranquility thereof,” issued four
months before the outbreak of the War of 1812.




7. BUSINESS NOTICE 1814
12.3x 14.1 cm. [John Cameron, York?]

Printed under wartime conditions, the type and format
of this little handbill are both reminiscent of eighteenth
century printing, and contrast with the next item.
Laurent Quetton St. George was a French royalist
emigré who established a chain of shops in Ontario and
became very wealthy. Jules Quesnel was a Montreal
merchant and John Spread Baldwin was an uncle of
Hon. Robert Baldwin. St. George returned to France
after the restoration of 1815.

8. BUSINESS NOTICE 1823
15.2x 16.8 cm. [John Carey, York?]

The contrast between this notice and the previous one
shows the change created by the introduction of a bold
face type used here in the title and signature. Thomas
Helliwell was a Yorkshireman who established a
brewery and distillery at Todmorden in 1821; his
brother-in-law, John Eastwood also had mills in the
area, and in 1827 established there the second paper
mill in Ontario.

At Mus, & the Miss RADCLIFFE'S School;
fiagarva. :

BOARDING with ordinary Tuition, including Eng-
1lish Grammar, Geography with the use of Globes, His-
tory; Composition, Plain and Ornamentsl Needlework,
&e, &e. &e. 0 O Pugrare

Writing ¢ Ciphering, .. .o vo. ¢ 100 #¢

Day Scholars, (including Writing

and Ciphering,} . . .. 1 100 e

Muasie, i i v e v w1 100 %

Drawing, Velvet Painting, Artificial Flower ¢ Card
Work, charged separately.

No entrance money required,

No Papil taken for any term less than six Months

A quarters notice, or a quarters payment expected,
previous to a pupil’s leaving School. ‘

No allowance for temporary absence. Each Lady to
bring Bed ¢ Bedding. Towels, Spoons, Kaife § Forj,
which will be returned. : : :

*.* Bills paid Quarterly, '

_ &iagara, December 9th, 1828,

9. SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENT 1823
14.5x 13.5 cm. [Andrew Heron, Niagara?]

Although the new display types had probably not yet
reached Niagara, the printer here has used one line of
black letter, in an attempt to achieve the same effect.
This school was typical of those available for the educa-
tion of girls in early Ontario.




10.

10. BUSINESS NOTICE 1827
23.3x14.5 cm. W. L. Mackenzie, York

Typical example of William Lyon Mackenzie’s work,
with the body in small type surrounded by an orna-
mental border. The heading is in fat face type.
Mackenzie warns against the merchandise of American
pedlars, especially a so-called Canadian edition of the
Bible sold by S. Thompson.

11.

11. ELECTION NOTICE 1828
17.8 x 17.5 cm. Francis Collins, York

In 1828 the dismissal of Judge Willis created great ex-
citement. The 24 year old Robert Baldwin first ran for
parliament in that year, but was defeated by two Radi-
cals, William Lyon Mackenzie and Jesse Ketchum.

12. POLITICAL MEETING 1828
17.3x14.4 cm. [John Carey, York?]

The early newspapers were very outspoken. In the
troubled politics of 1828 a Reform editor, Francis
Collins, was convicted of libel against Attorney General
Robinson, and sentenced to a year’s imprisonment and
a fine of £50. This was issued the day after sentence
was passed.

13. POLITICAL MEETING 1832
18.1x14.8 cm. [Anon.]

The use of fat face type gradually increased through
the 1830’s. In this broadside William Morris, a Perth
merchant and member of parliament, calls a political
meeting in his riding.

CHOLERA BULLIETIN.
T'O the President of iBeBw;sdof Healih of the Gore Dis

&irwd have this morning received a ion from
Poct. GILPIN of Brantford, stafing he was called to visit Three
oases, which he id ibited ol of 8p dic Cho-
lera.  One case, s man by the name of X% -, proved fatal in 8
hours. The other two were convalescent when Doeetor Gilpin
writes,

_ The following is a report X submit to the Board of Health, on
the sbove cases: . B L

Cuses of CHOLERM in the Gore District, from June 28, to
June S, inclusive-—

Drantford, Cuses THREE, Dieaths 1, Convaloscent 2.
(Signed) . SLADE ROBINSON,
o o S i . Pred’t Medival Board,
Heanilton, June 27,1888, !
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14. CHOLERA 1832
15.3x20.4 cm. Wesleyan Office, [Hamilton]

This broadside uses an Egyptian typeface for the first
line, and fat face for the rest of the text. Egyptian with
its slab serifs was an important innovation for produc-
ing a stark, heavy letter. Cholera epidemics raged in
Canada in 1832, 1834, 1849, and 1854.




15. ELECTION NOTICE 1836
38.4 x 27.5 cm. John F. Rogers, Toronto

The printer’s use of fat face and Egyptian typefaces
matches the vigour of the text, and is extremely
effective. The lieutenant governor, Sir Francis Bond
Head, campaigned energetically against the Reformers
in the 1836 election, and contributed to their defeat.

‘“Victory or Death.”
The Rebels shall be defeated !l

STATE OF THE POLLS.
Lenoz § dddington.. . Keods

SECOND DAY. * BRCOND DAY.
Mathewson, 145. Cartwright, 203.° Jones, 22
Marks, 188, Detlor, 197. Gowan, 120
Yarker, 56. Bidwell, = 173, Buell, 28
Sh!btey . RS Pmnt YR, Howard.
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16. ELECTION NOTICE 1836
8.6x18.7 cm. [Anon.]

Another example of Tory invective in the 1836 election.
Elections lasted for several days with open voting at
the hustings, and progress reports were issued daily.

17.

17. PROCLAMATION 1837
38.7 x 26.8 cm. Robert Stanton, Toronto

An effective use of fat face type combined with Italian
typeface for “Proclamation.” Italian was introduced in
England about 1821, but was never very popular. The
Lieutenant Governor offers a reward for the “evil-
disposed person” who assaulted the collector of customs
at Toronto.




18. PUBLIC NOTICE 1839
33.7x22.5 cm. [Anon., Toronto]

The Gothic (sans serif) wooden type used for “Notice”
was to grow in popularity. Toll-gate concessions, like
the one offered here at the corner of Dundas and
Bathurst Streets in Toronto, were put up for auction
annually.

19. REGATTA 1840
33.1x 16 cm. [Anon., Toronto]

Printed on mauve paper. Regattas were held in Toronto
Harbour from the 1830’s, and were very popular.

20. ELECTION NOTICE 1841
32.5x 20.3 cm. [Anon.]

An early use of a shaded typeface in the first line, in a
poster supporting the Hon. Robert Baldwin in the first
election of the united Canadas in 1841. .

21. ELECTION NOTICE 1841
29x19.3 em. [Anon.]

The election of 1841 was a bitter one, to which sectar-
ianism contributed. This is an attempt to discredit
among Irish immigrants a candidate who is accused of
anti-Catholic sentiments.

22. ELECTION NOTICE 1841
18.6 x 23.9 cm. Lesslie Brothers, Toronto

An effective combination of fat face and sans serif type-
face, with one line of Caslon’s Ornamented No. 2
(Friendly to his election). In the election of 1841
LaFontaine was defeated in Terrebonne, Lower Can-
ada, but found a seat with the help of the Baldwin
family in the north riding of York.

23. LUNATIC ASYLUM 1845
42.2 x 58.8 cm. Herald Office, Toronto

A splendid coat of arms ornaments this broadside
calling for tenders for the provincial lunatic asylum.
Designed by John George Howard, the building was
opened in 1850 and still stands surrounded by additions
at 999 Queen Street West, Toronto.

24. PUBLIC DINNER 1846
23.3 x35.1 cm. Dundas Warder Office, Dundas

The Hon. Robert Baldwin contributed to the constitu-
tional development of Canada with his concept of
Responsible Government. This dinner was given to him
when he was in opposition, between the end of his first
joint ministry with LaFontaine in 1843, and the begin-
ning of their Great Ministry in 1848.




25.

25. CIRCUS 1846
29.5x10.5 cm. James Cleland, Toronto

Ten different display typefaces are used here to give
variety and to capture attention. Cleland was the
printer of the British Colonist. Circuses visited Toronto
from the 1820’s; this rather small one pitched its tents
on Wellington Street.

26. BAZAAR 1848
16.3 x 25 cm. G. S. Porter, Newmarket

Bazaars were a popular method of raising money for
charity in Ontario from the 1830’s. This bazaar, to help
St. Paul’'s Anglican Church, Newmarket, was held in
the local inn,

27. TORONTO MECHANICS’ INSTITUTE 1848
47.5 x 33.4 cm. Brown’s Press, Toronto

An effective combination of several typefaces, printed
on thin pink paper. It is a forerunner of later typo-
graphic experimentation and eclecticism. The Toronto
Mechanics” Institute, founded in 1830, had a long and
honorable career before being taken over by the
Toronto Public Library in 1883.

28.

28. REBELLION LOSSES 1849
34.1x 10.5 cm. [Anon., Picton?]

A rather old-fashioned use of type. The Rebellion
Losses Bill was to indemnify all losses suffered in Lower
Canada during the Rebellion by anyone, loyal or rebel.
It caused much excitement in Upper Canada on polit-
ical grounds, although this broadside from Prince
Edward County is more concerned with cost.




29. REBELLION LOSSES 1849
54.8 x 39.4 cm. [Anon., Kingston]

Dramatic use of an elongated typeface in the first line.
Printed on green paper. The Kingston protest against
the Rebellion Losses Bill was the traditional political
one.

30. LOTTERY, ST. GEORGE 1849
152.6 x 52 cm. Brantford Courier Office, Brantford

A huge broadside. Lotteries were a common means of
raising money in the last century. Here the proprietor
of the Temperance House at St. George proposes to
dispose of his property by selling tickets for $1.00. The
first prize was his hotel, and the other prizes his less
valuable possessions. He had to sell 4500 tickets; since
the draw was postponed at least once, he was ap-
parently having difficulty.

31.

31. LOTTERY, DUNDAS 1849
59 x 42 cm. Peter Ruthven, Hamilton

An effective use of shaded Gothic (sans serif) typeface
for the first line. Although the tickets cost $1.00, the
value of the prizes is given in pounds; both currencies
were in use in Ontario before the official adoption of
the dollar in 1857.

SELET,

ANDG IMMEDIATE POSSESSION GIVEN,

A LABGE

. COTTAGE,

WITH STABLING ATTACHED, AND

100 ACRES OF LAND,

Within five miles of the U ih Hiall, beautifully situated en the
ke Shore.

nm,ssomnm
A . S O =

THE WESTERN

LIME KILNS,

NEAR THE QUUEEN'S WHARTY,

Ceonsisting of three large Kilns, Stable for 8 horves, and a
Dwelling Houve with nine Rooms, all In good repair.
Asafiicient supply of good dry Pine Cordwood, will be furnbbed, for the purpese of
Hme.

burning the
; RENT, £60 PER ANNUM.
The Cordwood 1o be pald for in Lime.
Fu' further particulars, apply to

MR. J. G HOWABD;

ARCHITECT.

Torents, April 28, 1849, -
| ! oAk TSR PR FATIOT T TN
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32. LEASE 1849
86.7 x 39.7 cm. Rowsell & Thompson, Toronto

The cottage offered for rent by John George Howard
may have been Sunnyside, a villa on Lake Shore Road
that Howard finally sold in 1853. The lime kilns at the
foot of Bathurst Street were probably used in the erec-
tion of the lunatic asylum, and were torn down with
the coming of the railroad along the waterfront.




33. RAILROADS 1849
41 x 15.8 cm. [Anon., Toronto]

Printed in gold on white satin. The Toronto, Simcoe
and Lake Huron Union Railroad Company was incor-
porated in 1849 to build a railroad from Toronto to Lake
Huron. Tt was permitted to raise money by a lottery;
the buyer of a ticket had one chance in six of winning a
block of shares. After some financial difficulty the rail-
road opened from Toronto to Aurora in 1853,

HURRAH FOR

ST. JAMES'S wmz*

- Ar aM«eﬂmg of the Electors of 81, James's 9% ard, called by
the Birecto

s of th; mﬂrm Q;?mpimg - lags?}mlﬁm
Wilsen's Inn, Charch Str« BELL, 1 the
TOTESBUHY, Prorstoyy,

mm mamxﬂ;ﬂ.m&%“ :
tmmlmmatmt;tm ’

Muron Rallvond sre dectiledly of aplalon thut it
«Mm md Ahis ANy wrwi:{m?m ards xuoh
the m pmm aud snemplered

34. RAILROADS 1850 .
87.3x52 cm. [Anon., Toronto]

In 1849 the city refused to contribute to the Toronto,
Simcoe and Lake Huron Union Railroad Company,
mainly on moral grounds because of the lottery. In
1850, however, the city gave £25,000, a valuable site
for a station, and a right of way through the city, de-
spite this spmted protest against such an action.

35. CONCERT 1851
29.5x 12.2 cm. Henry Rowsell, Toronto

A very attractive handbill, printed on green paper. St.
Lawrence Hall opened in April, 1851. Jenny Lind’s
concert was a huge success, and was repeated for three
more nights because of oversubscnptlon despite the
relatively high cost of $3 and $4 a ticket. The money
raised was used to found the Protestant Orphans’ Home,




36. GOVERNMENT NOTICE 1851
44.7 x 27.4 cm. Mirror Office, Toronto

An effective use of Grecian X Condensed type for
“Towage.” This broadside announces the regulations
for the tugs which towed schooners and barges from
Lachine to Kingston. Although the steamer had revolu-
tionized transportation on the lakes, there were still
many sailing vessels which needed assistance on the
St. Lawrence.

37.

37. BROCK MONUMENT 1853
32.5 x 13 cm. Mail Office, Niagara

By the 1850’s more ornate types were becoming avail-
able. Brock’s body was buried at Fort George after the
Battle of Queenston Heights, and moved to a handsome
monument on the Heights in 1824. In 1840 this
monument was blown up by an Irish American, and
was replaced in 1853 by the present monument.

38. AGRICULTURAL SHOW 1855
56.6 x 39.7 cm. Thompson & Co., Toronto

Printed on yellow paper. In 1855 farming was still the
major occupation in Ontario, and the fairs and cattle
shows organized by the township agricultural societies
were extremely important, not only because they im-
proved standards of agriculture, but also because they
were pleasant social occasions.

39. CONCERT 1855
27.3x12.3 cm. Thompson & Co., Toronto

Printed on yellow paper. Henry Haycraft was a music
teacher in Toronto, as well as the senior partner in a
firm of musical instrument dealers and publishers. He
often arranged concerts like this one, with other music
teachers and gifted amateurs. At these concerts some of
his own compositions were played.
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43. BRANT COUNTY 1861
28.4 x 41.1 cm. Brantford Courier Office, Brantford

A request for tenders by the County Council of Brant
for building a wood and iron fence around the court
house square in Brantford.

44. PUBLIC MEETING 1861
85.3 x 56.5 cm. British Herald Office, Toronto

A large poster using fat face, Egyptian and American
Tuscan typefaces. The Mayor of Toronto called a
public meeting in St. Lawrence Hall to consider the
proposed Georgian Bay Canal, which would connect
Toronto, Lake Simcoe and Georglan Bay. With the
development of the railroads and the technical difhi-
culties involved in the required 600 feet of lockage,
the plan was never carried out.

45.

45. STEAMSHIP NOTICE 1862
32.2 x 14.1 cm. Blackburn’s Press, Toronto

The cut is of a typical lake steamer of the time. The
Canadian Inland Steam Navigation Company took over
the Royal Mail Line in 1857. By 1862 the competition
of the railroads was beginning to be felt by the steam-
ship lines, who had earlier enjoyed a virtual monopoly
of freight transport.

46.

46. BUSINESS NOTICE 1864
45.4 x 40.7 cm. Bruce Vindicator Office, Saugeen

Wooden Grecian X Condensed type is used for
“Woolen Works.” This mill in Paisley carded the wool
brought in by the farmers, for spinning and weaving
at home. The cloth was then returned to the mill for
fulling. The mill employed a professional carder from
Barber & Bros.” mill which had produced the first com-
mercial cloth in Ontario in 1837 at Georgetown.

47. HARBOUR NOTICE 1866
21.1x 25.7 cm. [Anon.]

An awkward example of the use of both wooden and
metal types. Gothic Tuscan Condensed type with its
bifurcated edges is used for “Harbour.” Port Burwell
was founded in 1830, and has a long history as a Lake
Erie port.




48. MILITIA 1866
63 x46.2 cm. Leader Office, Toronto

Printed in red and blue inks, and using fat face, con-
densed and expanded Egyptian, rounded, rounded out-
line, Gothic (sans serif), and Grecian condensed type-
faces. The dinner was given after the return of the
regiment from their service at Fort Erie during the
Fenian Invasion.

49. SALE NOTICE 1867
58.5 x 40.9 cm. World Office, Cobourg

A number of types are used here, including an Ameri-
can Tuscan and Grecian X Condensed wooden types.
After the ending of the Reciprocity Treaty with the
United States in 1866, the high price of cheese created
a mania for cheese factories. By the summer of 1867
there were about 235 in Ontario, but the price of cheese
slumped and there were too many factories too close
together. Sales like this one became common.

50. REWARD 1869
18.8 x 27.2 em. [Anon., St. Catharines]

The dollar sign is still not standardized in this broad-
side. The $100 reward suggests an unusual urgency,
although the description of the prisoners seems re-
markably vague.
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51. BURLESQUE 1871
40.5 x 14 cm. Leader Office, Toronto

The American burlesque show began in the late 1860’s,
largely as a result of the craze for women’s tights. It
became as popular as minstrel shows had been earlier,
and usually included a parody of a well-known play or
opera, like “Ernani” here.

52. SALE NOTICE 1871
17.4x 11.4 cm. Erq Office, Newmarket

The large type is an example of American Tuscan.
Printed on blue paper. One of the commonest uses of
the broadside has always been to announce “sacrifice”
sales. Like this one, they often reveal popular tastes
and contemporary prices.

53.

53. PLAYBILL 1872
56.7 x 19.6 cm. Leader Office, Toronto

Marietta Ravel was a descendant of a famous French
family of acrobats and pantomimists who rose to prom-
inence in the late eighteenth century, and first visited
America in 1832. She joined the family troupe as a
child, and later became famous both as an acrobat
and as an actress.




INSOLVEMT AT OF
$70

Tiie entire Stock of D. FOX & Co., amosating fo
THOUSAND DOLLARS,

Has to be sold byl

COME EARLY, AND SHARE THE §

H. McKENZIE,;, .
M. A. McLEAN, \sests for b
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54. SALE NOTICE 1875?
26.4 x 22.3 cm. [Anon.]

Although there had been several short term bankruptcy
acts earlier, the first “permanent” Insolvency Act in
Canada was passed in 1875, and applied to traders
only. It incluged the then controversial discharge of
the bankrupt’s remaining liabilities after he had sur-
rendered his property to his creditors. Despite its
intended permanence, this act was repealed in 1880.

55.

55. SALE NOTICE 1877
89 x 58.2 cm. Brantford Courier Office, Brantford

A large and impressive broadside, using a variety of
both wooden and metal types, including French Clar-
endon, to call attention to the details of a sale of real
estate, arising from court action.

56. SALE NOTICE 1879
56.3 x 41.6 cm. Sentinel-Review Office, Woodstock

A typical example of poor workmanship, with uneven
inking, and the grain of the wood showing clearly in
the wood typefaces. It announces a mortgage sale of a
farm near Woodstock. The Canadian economy suffered
a depression after 1873, which caused many such sales.

57. HARVEST HOME 1883
57.7x42 cm. Herald Office, Richmond Hill

Before the establishment of the modem Thanksgiving
many churches held Harvest Home festivals. At Trinity
Church, Thornhill, there was a weekday church service
followed by tea and an address on the church’s history.
Trinity is now the oldest Anglican church building still
in use in the Toronto diocese, having been built in 1830.




58. CENTENNIAL 1884
45 x 40.2 cm. [Anon.]

Heading in Antique Tuscan and Gothic Tuscan X Con-
densed wooden types. In 1884 the centennial of the
arrival of the United Empire Loyalists was celebrated
all over Ontario. This broadside announces the celebra-
tion near Deseronto, commemorating the arrival there
of a number of Six Nations Indians, who had served
the British cause during the American Revolution, and
who left their homes in the Mohawk Valley to find
asylum in Canada.

59. MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS 1884
47.6 x 28.4 cm. Moore & Co., Toronto

An effective use of French Antique Condensed wooden
type in the first line. York Township in 1884 included
much that is now part of Toronto, like the communities
listed here as Norway, Deer Park, Davenport, Seaton,
and Eglinton. This broadside was printed in 1884 for
the 1885 election.

60. NILE EXPEDITION 1884
85.4 x 57.8 cm. Citizen Office [Ottawa]

In August, 1884, Lord Wolseley, who had served in
Canada and was in command of the British troops
fighting in Sudan, suggested to the Governor General
the organization of a volunteer corps of voyageurs to
aid his army in the navigation of the Nile. Nearly 400
boatmen were recruited from Ontario, Quebec and
Manitoba. This was the first time that a Canadian con-
tingent took part in an overseas war.

61. EXHIBITION 1887
122.2 x 42 cm. Mail Office, Toronto

Printed with a variety of typefaces in black, red, and
grey inks. Exhibitions had been held in Toronto since
the 1840’s; the Canadian National Exhibition was in-
corporated in 1878. Its attractions in 1887, besides the
usual ones, included two lady equestrians “engaged at
enormous expense” and “the world’s greatest aero-
nauts” who took part in balloon races.
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62. YORK PIONEERS 1887
63.8 x 47 cm. [Anon., Toronto]

An effective use of French Clarendon wooden typeface
for “Niagara Falls.” The York Pioneer and Historical
Society was founded in 1869 for the study and preser-
vation of the history of the Home District. Here they
celebrate Queen Victoria’s fiftieth jubilee by one of
Toronto’s tavorite pastimes of the period — a cruise
across the lake to Niagara Falls.

63. DOMINION DAY 1890
86.3 x 25.9 cm. Mail Office, Toronto

Printed in red and blue inks, this broadside is particu-
larly gay and colourful. The summer carnival in Tor-
onto, June 30 to July 3, 1890, was an expansion of
earlier Dominion Day celebrations, with parades, sports,
concerts, illuminations, and fireworks. As the Globe
said, such a Dominion Day celebration “is one of the
brightest bits of prophesy vouchsafed us in these days
of threatened doubt and discord.”

64. GOVERNMENT NOTICE 1893
29.2 x 36.2 cm. [Queen’s Printer, Toronto]

Printed on sturdy white cotton, this broadside sets out
the regulations for the establishment of Algonquin Park.
Thus this exhibition, which began with a government
notice concerning the granting of lands in a more or
less empty province, ends with one concerning the
preservation of a large section of land from individual
grants in a province now fairly well populated.

NOTES — Identification of Typefaces & Styles

Identification and description of the following
typefaces have been based on Nicolette Gray,
XIXth Century Ornamented Types and Title
Pages: fat face; Caslon Old Face; Egyptian;
Ornamented No. 2 (Caslon); Italian (Caslon
1821). Identification of the following wooden
display types has been based on R. R. Kelly,
American Wood Type, Vol. 1. The numbers in
brackets indicate broadsides listed in catalogue
in which these types are used: Antique XX Con-
densed, (40); Antique Tuscan, (41, 58); Amer-
ican Tuscan, (44, 49, 52); French Antique,
(59); French Clarendon, (55, 62); Grecian
Condensed, (48); Grecian X Condensed, (36,
40, 46, 48, 49); Grecian XX Condensed, (41);
Gothic, (18, 48); Gothic Tuscan Condensed,
(47); Gothic Tuscan X Condensed, (58).

The measurements refer to the printed area of
the broadside, with the height given first.
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