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PROVERBS XXIII. 19

Hear thou, my fon, and be wife ; and guide
thou thine beart in the way.

<8 would be wile, though man be
& born like a wild afs’s calt I”—
There i1s a mixture of tructh and fatire 1n
this refle€tion. which alludes both to the
infirmity and folly of human nature. It is
true, there is in us an ambition to attain
knowledge, and yet here it is charged as a
piece of foolifh prefumption in fuch a crea-
ture as man to endeavour after it. Not the
wildeft inhabitant of the defart brings its
offspring into the world in a more helplefs
or more ignorant ftate than the children of
men are found in at their birth: And hence,
all pretenfions to knowledge may feem r'-
diculous from fuch mean beginnings. He
therefore afcribes our paffion for wildom, to
the mere vanity of our hearts—¢ Vain man
«« would be wife.”’ As if he had faid,
¢« 'What haft thou to do with wifdom, thou

X[ s scochilg

¢ VAIN man, fays Zophar to Tob,
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child of ignorance : 'Thou that wert born
vefterday,and muftdie to-morrow; whole
Jife is but a fpan long, and yet begins in
the folly of childhood, and terminates in
the no lefs folly of old age, thy fecond
childhood ! In the mean timethy facul-
ties open by flow degrees, and thy under-
ftanding proceeds toward truth with pain-
ful tteps— Line upon - line, line upon line,
precept upon precept, precept upon precepl,
bere a little, and there a little,” are the
tedious methods by which the natural
darknefs of thy mind is in any meafure
enlightened.. What arrogance then, what
vanity 1s this, that thou thouldeft fet thy-
{elf to feck afrer wifdom, or lift up thy voice

<« for underftanding °

And very jult is this rebuke, when ap-

plied to many who afpired to the tide of
wife men among the ancients, in whom va-
nity appears to have been the predominant
and ruling paffion: As * one of the molt
eminent amongf them acknowledges of his
brethren; ¢ They, fays he, among the phi-
« lofophers who have written books on
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wifdom, have done it out of a fpiric of
vanitys and even where they decry vain
glory, they are thereby, and in the very
fame books, labouring to advance their
own glory.” = On thefe, ‘theretore, the

pointed farire falls with its keeneft edge.

Vain

& Ciceros



ti50)

Vain men ! —— And again, when men in
purfuit of wif{dom know na bounds, but mix
heaven and earth, this world and the next,
and prefume within the narrow circle of hu-
man underftanding, to inclofe the infaite
attributes of the incomprehenfible Gop, and
to find out the Almighty unto perfestion s when
they will needs fcan all the ways of provi-
dence, and meafure all Gop’s doings by the .
ftandard of their own weak and fecble judg-
ments; boldly condemning whatever docs
not lie level to their low apprehenfions ;
when, in fhort, they will difpute Gop’s ways, -
but not believe his word 3 and deny thofe
difpenfations which are too deep for the fhore

line of their reafon to fathom——This is a.
vanity juitly to be derided and exploded.
And, yet notwithftanding thefe fevere
checks, which may ferve to humble our
pride, a wifdom neverthelefs there 1s, which
1 not only withinour reach, but which it is
our moft bounden duty to labour after, and
to attain. . ‘T'he whole book of Proverds s,
as it were, a fyftem of this wifdom, taught
to the fons of men by no lefs a perfon than
King Solomon himfelf, fo eminent for his {u.
perior. wifdom. . In the beginning of the:
work, he introduces his- undertaking with
the nobleft encomium of the wifdom he
would recommend. « Happy, fays he, is
““ the man that findeth wifdom, and the
¢ man that getteth underftanding ; for the
A 3 Stemere
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¢« merchandize of it is better than the mer-
« chandize of filver, and the gain thereof
< than fine gold. She is more precious than
¢« rubies; and all the things thou canft de-
¢« fire arc not to be compared unto her.
« Length of days is in her right hand, and
¢ in her left hand riches and honour : Her
¢ ways are ways of pleafantnels, and all her
¢ paths are peace.”

Of this wifdom we cannot be too ambi-
tious; to the ftuldy of it Solomon prefles and
encourages us by the moft inviting motives:
[e declares it the only way <« to_give fub-
« tilty to the fimple, to the young man
«« knowledge and difcretion : It fhail be-an
«« grnament of grace, fays he, unto thy head,
¢ and chains about thy neck :” And, there-
fore, as he urges in my text, * Hear thott,
< my fon, and be wife y and guide thou thine
s beart in the way.”

In purfuance of this call to wifdom, fo
2ffe@ionately addreffed to us, by the infpired
inftrudor, it fhall be my endeavour in this
difcourfe, to invite the younger part of this
affembly to liften to his admonitions, which
may fo feafonably fall in with the ferious

refolutions juft made by many of them, at
'~ their late confirmation by the Bifhop.

Now, the wifdom thus extolled; and of
which fuch excellent things are fpoken, 1s
not a fkill in abftrufe arts and fciences, of
which but few are capableor have oppor-

tunities
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tunities of ftudying, or are very nearly in-
terefted in; but it1s a wildom within every
one’s reach, and which it concernsyou above
all ‘things elfe to poffels yourfelves of.
Solomon himfelf defines its nature in a few
words, and tells you wherein it confifts :
¢« The fear of Gop, fays he, is the begin-
‘¢ ning of wifdom, and to depart from evil
¢ is underftanding :” And elfe where, ¢ let
¢ us, fays he, hear the conclufion of the
¢« whole matter; fear Gop and keep his
¢« commandments, for this is the whole
«« daty of man.”

The fear of Gop therefore, is what Sols~
mon means, by wifdom, and by the fear of
Gob, you are to vnderftand nothing lefs
than religion in general, fo called, becaufe
the fear of Gob is not only iticif a principal
part of true religion, but alfo, becaule where
this principle, a true fear of Gon, rules in
the hearg, 1t will lead to the exercife of all
other parts of true rehigion.

You are called then, and invited in my
text, to a diligent regard to religion, as the
moft valuable wildom, as the guide of your
youth, and your furelt director through all
the mazes of the world you are entering
into. I hearuly wifh it was in the pOWcr'
of any words | can ufe to perfuade you to
it. | fhall attempt no other method for this
purpofc here in public, than that in which

A 4 I have
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I have already fpoken to moft of you in pri-
vate ; viz. .

- Firf, To remind you of your baptifmal
vow and engagement, with a thort ex-
planation of the partsof it: And then,

Secondly, Inculcate the performance of ir,
from your own voluntary promlfe

. now made by you before the Bithop.

Thirdly, Concluding with a few rules of
advxce, that may be of fervice for Al
dircétion therein.

Firft, At the time of your baptifm, you
were infants incapable of judging or alting
tor yourfelves ; but not therefore mcapab]c
of bunc entercd into covenant with Gop,
as is evident from hence, that under the
law, Gob received the children of the Jews
into covenant at eight days old, as he had
done the defcendants of Abrabam before the
law, bythe ordinance of circumcifion: And
as baptifm in the Gofpel fucceeds circumci-
fion under the Law, and our Saviour has
'no where forbidden children to partake of
it, but on the contrary, commanded us ¢ to
«« {uffer the little children to come unto
“ him,” 1t is your Chriftian birth-right to
be baptized as foon as conveniently may be,
after you are born; and by that {facrament,
to be admitted into covenant with Gop Al-
mighty, on the terms of the Gofpel.

Now,
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Now, in all covenants, each contracting
party lays himfclf under an obligation to
perform fomething towards the other: In°
the Chriftian covenant, Gop Almighty fti-
pulates and agrees to accept you as mem-
bers of Chrift, as children of God, and in-
beritors of the kingdom of beaven': Members
of Chrift, means members of his church,
which is his body, and partakers of all che
privileges belonging to it: Children of God,
in oppolition to ¢kildren of wrath, in which:
every fon and daughter of Adam: is born
through his original fin: And inberitors of
the kingdom of Gop, through the merics:
of Jesus Carist, who has purchafed that.
eternal falvation for us. |

‘Thefe are the privileges all baptized Chrift
tians are by covenant entitled to, and pri-
vileges certainly they are the moft zdvan-
tageous and honourable to human nature
They contain all that is requifite to produce
and nourifha principle of holinefs within us:-
They infure to us the blefings of the Chrif:
tian redemption : They put us, as it were,
into Goo’s family, and engage his facherly
care and protection, his unbounded love and
kindnefs for us, in ouf paffage through this
mortal lifey; and when that fhall be OVEr,
they open to us an entrance into a never
failing ftate of glory and happinefs, in hig
own divine prefence. And, what is there that

A5 you
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you can think of, or defire; in comparifon
of thefe advantages?

On the other hand it was prormfcd for
you, that in conlideration of thefe high pri-
vileges, you fhould 2lfo be bound to the
performance of thefe three chings, viz, —
1ft, That you {hould renounce all manner
of wickednefs; abhor and abftain from it,
whether tempred to it by the fuggeflions of
the devil, allured by the vanities of the
world you live in, or feduced by the irre-
gular luft and pa(ﬁonc of your own coriupt
nature.—2dly, In the next place, that you
fhould with a hearty and lively faith, em-
brace all the articles of the Chriftian doc-
trine ; and laftly, That you fhould thew the
truth and fincerity of your faith by your
woiks, in keeping Gop’s holy will and
commandments, and walking in the fame
ail the days of your life. “This was the
agrecment made on your part. On the
two latter branches of which, I fhall be a
little more particular, ‘to fix them more
deeply in your minds. 3

And firft, of faith. The neceflary arti-
cles of your Chriftian faith are fummed up
in the Creed, or what you call the Belief.
You believe them, becaufe they are taught
m the holy fcriptures by CurisT, 2nd “his

Apoftles, who could neither be deceived
thumclvcs nor teach you any thing but
what 15 both tiue, and of great importance

for
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for you to believe : The fum and {ubftance
of your belief is comgrized in thele three
particulars. 1. That you believe in one
Gob, the Maker of heaven and earth; and
though, becaufe he is a fpirit, you do not
fec this glorious Being with your bodily
eyes, yet he 1s not only revealed to your
f:mh in the volume of the fcriptures, but
difplays himfelf to your underftanding thro®
all the volume of nature. Every thing
about you, the fun, the moon, and the {tars,
the earth and all its produ&xons for ufe and
crnament, every animal, and every object
that meets your {enfes, teﬂif’y not only to

the being, but to the providence of an all-
wife, all-powerful, beneficent Creator and
Dx!pofcr of all things. You can give no
other account of your own ongmal and
continuance in life ; nor of any ofthc com-
forts and conveniencies you enjoy ; but to
afcribe them to his liberal and gracious
hand, who made us all, and filleth all things
lwmo with plcntmufncfs. But becaufe even.
Heathen nations believe in a Creator of the
world, to diftinguith yourfelves as Chrif-
tians, your next article is to believe in Jesus
Curist; ¢ Gop the {on, who redecmed
¢« youand all mankind.” The pariiculars
of whofe birth, life, preaching, miracles,
death, refurreétion, afcenfion and 1ntercel-
fion, all moft wonderful ! you ought to ac-

quaint yourfelves moft exactly withal, by a
- conftant
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conftant and careful reading of the New
Teftament, of which [ was greatly con-
cerned to fee how ignorant many of you
were upon examination. The third article
of your chriftian faith, is to believe in the
Holy Ghoft, who fantt:fieth you, ¢ and
< all the elect people of Gop ;” that is, all

chriftian pecple. That he is the author of
all holinefs 1n you, and that without his
fpecial grace affifting, itis notin your power
0 move and advance in the ways of piety
and religion.

“Thus you fee, every time you repeat the
creed, (which perhaps you do often, with-
out thmkmn or attending to tie fenfe and
meaning of 1 it) you profefs your faith in the
holy Trmny three perfonsin the one God-
head, according to the command of our
blcficd Lorp to his difciples, < Go ye into
< ‘all nations, and baptize them in the name
« of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
“« Holy Ghoft.”

To thefe great and main articles are fur-
ther fubjoined, your acknowledgment of
s+ the holy Catholick ch urch. and < the
«« communion of {aints;’” that is, an affec-
tionate relation and fellowthip ever {ubhft-
ing between all true chriftians. amongft
th emielvcs, and with Cuarist their head
¢« the forgivenefs of fins,” viz.—through
the merits of CHRIST on your true repent-
ance: ¢ The refurreGtion” of “our bodies

Qut
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out of the grave, at the laft -day, and their
re-union with our fouls, in order to enter
upon what is the laft article of your belief,
a «“life everlafting.” Here you fee, life is not
everlafting, but of very fhortand uncertain
contiouance : You {ee old perfons drop into
the grave through mere weaknefs of nature,
and the ftrong and middle aged often cut
off in their full ftrength and vigour; and
even many of thofe who; like yourfelves,
were young and lively, and ftanding as it
were on the threfhold or entrance of life,
yet like early bloom nipped with an un-
timely blaft, fuddenly fading away before
they came to be full blown : So'that there
is no reliance upon this life, at any ftage or
period of it. But then, your chriftian be-
lief affures you of a better and more endur-
ing life to come 3 and that though you die
to this world, it is to live in another; the

ood and virtuous, in unfpeakable joys ;
the bad and vicious, in intolerable tormeants,
for evermore.

Thefe are the tenets of chriftran doc-
trine, which it was engaged you thould em-
brace and profefs, when you were by bap-
ti{fm admitted into the communion of the
church, and into covenant with Gop. 1
have but a little varied the expreffions of
them, that you may attend more to the
fenfe of them, than perhaps you do' when

you
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you repeat them always in the very fame
form of words.

The next thing promifed for you was,
that you fhould lead lives fuitable to thefe
holy doctrines, by ¢ keeping Gop’s holy
¢ will and commandments, and walking
¢ 1n the fame all the days of your life.”
And indeed without this, your faith, how-
ever found and fincere it may be fuppofed
ta be, will certainly ftand you in no ftead
at the laft day of judgment, nay, it will
but ferve to increafe your condemnation.
For our Saviour has declared, that ¢ not
¢ every one that faith unto him, Lorb,
““ L.orp, fhall enter into the kingdom of
¢ heaven; but he that doeth the will of
¢ his father, which is in heaven ; and that
¢t the fervant who knew his Lorp’s will
«¢ and did it not, fhall be beaten with many
ceikripies i ;

Now, the commandments which you are
to keep are ealily known, being the fame
that Gop gave to Mojes in. Mount Sinai,
which are ratified again and improved by
our Saviour, as neceffary to eternal life,
They may be reduced to three, as refpect-
Ingy. &, (3005, 2. .Y our nelohbour, and 3.
Yourlelf.

1.. With refpect to Gop, that firmly be-
lieving there is fuch a great and glorious
Being, you fear him; that 1s, live ina
conftant reverence of his unfeen Majefty,

knowing
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knowing that he is ever prefent with you
in private and in publick, in darknefs as
well as in the day light; that his eye is
ever upon you in all places, whatever you
are doing, cr.1atendy or think of, he knows
it.. It is further required, that you love
him, which is no more than his' excellen-
cies and favours to you demand 5 and that
not negligently or flightly, but with all
your heart, with all your mind, with all
your foul, and with all your itrength. Gop
requires your hearc and affections, without
which he will fet no value upon any of your
fervices. My fon, {ays he, give me thine
beart 3 and being poflefled of that, he
requires  that you exprefs your love to
him, < in worfhipping him, giving him
*¢ thanks, putting your whole truft in him,
¢ 1n honouring ~his. holy name, and his
¢ word, and ferving him truly all the days
¢« of yourlife,” Let me hereonly remind
you that this worfhip of Gop, muft be paid
by you in publick and in private ; in pub-
lick, according to the opportunities offered
you, and efpecially on his own day, (et apart
for- religious ufes; in private, you muft
fet times -for yourfelves, and keep them
conftantly, taking care efpecially to begin
and end the day with devotion; that the
outgoings of the morning and evening, may
never fail to praife him. And in honour-
ing the name of Gop, you will by all means
refrain
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refrain from that horrible fin of profane:
{wearing and curfing in your converfation, -
and it will give you the greateft uneafinefs
at any time, to hear others guilty of fo
fhocking a crime. = His word you will ho:
nour by reading it frequently, and atténd-
ing to it when read or preached as your only
fure guide to heaven, and alone capable of
making you wife unto [alvation. You will
fiew your truft in Gob, when in all cir-
cumitances you refign yourfelves to his dif-
pofal, and rely only upon his bleffing on-
yeur honeft endeavours, for obtammu the
thmgs of this life whxch you ftand in need
of.

This 1s your duty to Gop, promifed in-
your name at bapufm, to be performed
not by fits and ftarts, on particular occa-
fions, now and then, but in a regular,
uniform courfe, throughout the tenor of
your lives.

The next branch of the commandments:
refpects your neighbour, that is mankind
in general, and Thow you muft demean
yourfelves towards your fellow-creatures:
for inftance, you are therein taught to love,
honour, and fuccour your father and mo-
ther, and this they certainly deferve at your
hands, in return for the pains and cares,
and {olicitude they have undergone on your
account 3 together with the benefits you
derive from their inftructions, examples,

= 2 and
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and provifioes, they have fupplied in your
tender years.  You can no otherwife ex-
pect duty from your children hereafter, but
as you pay it to your parents now. Perfons
in autherity likewife, who are your politi-
cal parents, this precept commands you to
obey in all lawful things, and to reverence
their office for the fake of good order and
quietnefs; and alfo to pay a fuitable refpect
to all thofe who are placed over you in the
Lorp, your fpiritual paftors and teachers,
who waich for you fouls, and admonifh you
in your chriftian duty, and, in general,
to behave yourfelves in a modelt, lowly,
and reverent manner towards all your bet-
ters, or fuperiors. But above all, you are
by all means to take care to hurt no body,
not even the meaneft human creature, tho’
ever fo mueh in your power, or dependant
on your favour; but to treat the perfon,
the property, and reputation of every one’
you are coneerned with, with tendernefs
and humanity. In all your various deal-
ings in the world, your conftant and inva-
riable rules muft be truth and bonefly; to
aohor a lie ; and fo far from ftealing or de-
fraudiog, as not to allow yourfclves fo much
4as to covet or defire what belongs to another,
and which you have no fair means of pro-
curing; trufting for a livelihood to Gop’s
blefling on your labours, and fidelity in
your ftation, loving your neighbour as fins

' cerely
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cerely as yourfelves, and making this your
‘ftanding maxim, fo do to all men as you
would they fhould do unto you. ‘

Laftly, in your perfonal conduct, you are
required to keep your bodies in temperance,
~ fobernefs, and chaftity, to bridle your paf-
fions, and govern your fenfual appetites; to
be meek and lowly, humble, patient, and
refligned; as firangers and pilgrims to abfiain
from flefbly lufts which war againft the foul,
and by all means in your power, to pre-
ferve a becoming order and regularity -
throughout your whole demeanour.
Thefe are the main of the things under-

taken and promifed in your name at your
baptifm: Thefe are the conditions, on which

ou were entered into covenant with Gop,
and entitled to the invaluable privileges of
the chriftian redemption abovementioned.

- Whether you are determined to ftand to
this agreement, now you are of age to an-
fwer for yourfelves ? Whether you think
the privileges of the gofpel, the redemp-
tion of your fouls, the favour of Gop, and
cternal life, worthobtaining on thefe terms?
You have now been afked, and defired de-
Jiberately to confider with yourfelves, and
then to determine as you fhould fee beft.
Fire and water, life and death, heaven and
hell, have been fet before you, that you
may make your choice, and ftretch forth
your hands to which liketh you beft; that

' you
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you may not hereafter complain that you
have been’impofed upon ; that you might
at in your own perfons, with your eyes
open, ini_ar') affair, which fo effentially con-
cerns your everlafting welfare.  You have
been. brought into the publick affembly,
and there in the face of the congregation,
the queftion has been fairly put to you by
Gop’s minifter, the bifthop, in thefe folemn
words : :

¢« Do you here in the prefence of Gop,
¢« and of his congregation, renew the fo-
¢ Jemn promife and vow that was made In
¢ your name at your baptifm, ratifying
« and confirming the fame in your own
¢« perfons ; and acknowledging yourfelves
« bound to believe, and to do all thofe
« things which your Godfathers and God-
<« mothets then undertook for you.”

To this-queftion you have all of you
given your publick affent, by anfwering
every one of you for yourfelf, I DO. And
indeed with the higheft reafon, as other-
wife you forfeit again the privileges of your
baptifm ; you break your covenant with
Gop, but to which now by this open and
publick affent, you have as it were fet your
hand and feal.

And from this your own voluntary aét
and deed, [ proceed now in'the fecond place,
to inculcate upon you the due difcharge of
thefe your molft ferious engagements, that

you
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you may in the end reap the benefic of
them to your everlafting comfort. |

II. Now, as this is a covenant between
Gop and you, you are to confider that a
covenantis a folemn thing in its own nature,
which no man can vxolate without reproach.
Covenant breakers are ranked by St Paul
among the moft flagrant offenders. If it
be but a man’s covenant, yet to break it
is a fign of a bafle'and treacherous {pirit,
unworthy any regard, or confidence. A
covenant breaker is avoided by all honeft
men, as an-outlaw or reprobate, with whom
they will have no communication. But
this facred covenant is f{till to be more re-
verenced, becaufe of the fupreme dignity,
of Alngbty God, who condefcends to be
one of the contracting parties. He is not
a Being to be trificd with, or with whom
we may prevaricate with impunity. ‘What
he hath promifed, he will moft certainly
make good; and will po lefs ftrictly require
faithfulnefs of thofe with whom he has to
do. With regard to all your folemn pro-
mifes to Co') you muft remember the
wife man’s admomtlon, <« when thou voweft
« a vow to Gop, defer not to pay, for he
¢« hath no pleafure in fools : Pay that which
<. thou halt vowed.” As by fulfilling your
religious engagements, you will be entitled
to all manner of bleflings, fo by neglecting,

flighting, and breaLmo them, you will en-
tail
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tail upon yourfelves all thofe curfes which
are denounced in Gop’s law againft wicked
and difobedient perfons.  On your keeping
this covenant, depends your welfare here
1n this life, and for ever in another. Itis
your all that isat ftake, the one thing need-
ful, the very end of your being' made a
reafonable creature ; that yeu might by a
life of virtue and holinefs, -be prepared- to
enjoy a ftate of happinefs and glory, pur-
chafed and provided for you by our blefled
Saviour. ¢ Obferve therefore and keep
« it and do‘it, for this fhall be your wif-
¢« dom and your underftanding, in the fight
¢« of Gop and man.” But what a thame wili
it be, with what pain, anguifh, and remorfe
would it fill your hearts, fhould you ever
oo back, and fall away from your plighted
vows, and turn your fteps from the divine
teftimonies | Oh which of you can be {o
treacherous as ever to forfake Gop, who
made you,. preferves you, hath redeemed
and fan&ified you, and entered into a cove-
nant of peace and mercy with you, fealed
in the blood of his own beloved fon! ‘Oh
who can'defert the Gop of their life, who
hath promifed to blefs your going out and
your coming in, to profper your undertak-
ings, and to deliver you in all dangers and
necefities, and asif that was nothing, hath
laid up for you a crown of glory, and ever-
lafting joys,at his ewn right hand in heaven.

_Think
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Think on thefe things, my dearly beloved
young chriftians, and refolve with Gob’s
help to be true to your truft, and to keep
yourfelves ftedfaft and unwavering in the
“covenant you have made. The advantages
are all your own. . God Almighty is no gainer
by the contract, which he has made with
you only out of his pure love and tender
regard for your happinefs. Oh then, let
your own intereft, let your.gratitude and
repeated promifes ever be upon your mind,
and prevail with you to aniwer the expec-
tation of your heavenly father, which with
your own mouths you have now dsclared
to be juft and reafonable, and fuch as in
every account you are bound to fulfil.

I prefs thefe things upon you with more
earneftnefs at prefent, becaufe of the very
great importance it is of, for you to fet
out right, now in the beginning of hfe, be-
fore you have contracted evil habits, or fin
has taken any deep root in you. Now is
the time for you, more efpecially to tread
with caution, and carefully confider what
tract of life you enter-upon-; for probably
in the fame tra& you will continue, whether
right or wrong, to the end of your lives:
And be affured further, that no fervice is
more acceptable to Gop, than that which
we pay him in the unfullied years of youth,
with the lively vigour of all our faculties.
It is moreover neceffary to be thusurgent

with you, to take heed to your ways at this
- critical
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critical period, becaufe of the dangers and
temptations which will now moft likely
befet and affault your virtue. The time is
now come, when you have taken life upon
vourfelves, and muft begin to act your part
in a world full of fnares and enticements.
The corruption of your own nature, and
even the vivacity of youth, will incline you
too eafily to liften to thofe fatal allure-
ments, which vice (under the falfe appear-
ance of pleafure) will folicit you to comply
with 3 and to encourage any ill difpofitions,
and embelden you to indulge them, there
will not be wanting too many bad examples,
who will take a malicious pleafure in cur-
rupting your inpocence, and drawing you
along with them into lawlefs excefles. And,
befides all thofe adverfaries to goodnelfs,
there is moreover a fubtil infernal fpirir,
who knows your weakeft, moft unguarded
quarter, and ever lieth in wait to deceive
and to deftroy. On all thefe accounts, you
have need of your utmoft caution and vi-
gilance, and the firmeft refolution too, to
ftand your ground unfhaken, and to main-
tain your poft in your chriftian ftation, in
the midft of fo many and great dangers.

Nay, infufficient after all, and altogether
vain, will all your own endeavours prove,
unlefs feconded and promoted, and made
effectual by the all-powertul aids of divine
grace ; a further mealure of which, it is

hoped,
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hoped, -is derived upon you at your con-
firmation :~ For then the Bithop earneftly
and devoutly prayed to Gop on your be-
- half, and befeeched him in thefe affefling
words, < That he would ftrengthen you
¢ with the holy Ghoft the comforter, and
¢ daily increafe in you his manifold gifts
¢ and graces ; \the {pirit of wifdom and un-
~¢¢derftanding,the fpiritof counfel and ghoft-
¢« ly ftrength, the {pirit of knowledge and
“ true godlinefs, and fill you with the fpi-
¢ rit of his holy fear, now and ever ; that
¢ you might continue children of Gop, in-
< crealing daily more and more in good-
¢t nefs until you come _to his everlafting
« kingdom.” Thefe are pious and excel-
lent prayers in your behalf, and add a new
obligation to your religious covenant, to
which the Holy Ghott is thus madea party,
engaging to {upply all needful grace and
afliftance to thofe who in earneft defire to
fulfil it.

You can pever then defert a charge, in
which you have fo powerful an auvxiiary
joined with you : but with conftant care
and hearty endeavours, you will be fure to
work out your [alvation, fince it is God that
worketh in you, and with you ¢o will and te
do of his good pleafure.

1 Chron, xxviil. 8. Now therefore, to
ufe the words of King David; +“/In the
¢ fight of ail Ijrael, the congregation of

r ¢ the
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¢ the Lorp, and in the audience of our
““ Gopb, I charge you to keep and feek for
¢ all the commandments of the Lor b your
¢ Gop, that it may be well with you, and
¢¢ your children after you for ever. Know
“ ye, therefore, the Gob of your fathers,
¢« and ferve him with a perfet heart, and
¢ with a willing mind ; for the Lorp
¢ fearcheth all hearts, and underftandeth
¢ all the imaginations of the thoughts, If
¢ ye feek him, he will be found of you ;
“ butif you forfake him, he will caft you
¢ ol "for ever: ,

- HIL For your farther alittance, in main-
taining your religious refolution, it remains
now, that [ conclude with a few fhort rules
of caution and advice,

1%, In the firt place it will be of great
ufe, frequently to review your baptifmal -
covenant, and recollect what it is that you
have {o folemnly aad deliberately under-
taken to fulfil. The three things promifed
for you, and which you have now promifed
for yourfelves, fhould ofien be brought to
remembrance.  Compare your manners
and way of life with them, and fee 'how
they agree together. Let them be the
rule of your condué by which you are to
walk, and not the way of the world, or
the examples of the multitude. What is
it to me, may you {2y to yourfelves, how
others live, or what dangerous liberties

Ch:_y
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‘they take, what vanities they purfue, what
‘exceffes they indulge: Their fins will not
_excufe mine, nor is their courfe of life a
pattern for mine. I have bound myfclf to
Gob, to renounce all wickednefs, to hold
faft the chriftian faith, and to walk in Gop’s
commandments. I am a foldier of JEesus
CurisT, the captain of my falvation, and
- am engaged to ferve under his banner, in
all virtuous and godly living; * not to
e be conformed to this world or its wicked
« cuftoms, but to be transformed in the
e renewing of my mind, that I may prove
e« what is that good and acceptable, and

¢ perfect will of Gop.”
2dly, Shun an idle and flothful habir,
«hich is not only itfelf a great fin, but ex-
pofes you to all other fins. The flothful
are odious in the fight of Gop and man;
they confume that for which others labour;
they fquander away that precious time which
is alloted them for the moft valuable pur-
poles. ‘They abufe the talents Gop has
given them, and let them roft for want of
exercife.  They are always in the way of
temptation, and ready to fall in with any
diffolute companion that calls upon them.
Having nothing to do, they arc ever prone
to do evil. “Whilft, on the contrary, ho-
neft induftry and diligence in fome good
‘employment, is not only healthful, plea-
zant,and profitable for this world, but keeps
' B! the
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the mind too bufy to be at leifure to liften:
to the calls of vice and wickednefs. In-
duftry Gop has in his'wifdom made gene-
rally neceffary for obtaining a temporal
livelihood, for getting the meat that perifh-
eth, and it is-no lefs neceflary for fecuring
}h{at meat which endureth unto everlafting .

e, :
3dly, Bé very cautious what company
you keep; Particularly allow yourfelves no
familiarity with perfons of a loofe and pro-
fane difpofition who make a mock of reli--
gion, and glory in being above all the re-
ftraints it lays men under : What will thock .
you at firft in their loofe talk, will'by fre-
quent ufe, appear lefs and lefs horrible ;.
and if you do not fly from fuch peftilential -
converfation, it is much if you are not in
the end infected with it.  You may as well
hope to handle pitch without being defiled,
as keep wicked company and preferve your
own innocence. But endeavour to affo-
ciate yourfelves with the virtuous and
religious, from whom you will be always
learning fomething good ; their examples
will confirm your good purpofes, and raife
an honourable emulation in running your
chriftian race; foras Solomon obferves, ¢ As
“* iron fharpeneth iron, fo doth the coun-
““ tenance of a man, and efpecially if a

“““good man, his friend.”
B 2 4tbly, .
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4thly, Abftain particularly, I befeech
you, as you grow up, from that moft
dangerous and deftrutive of all vices,drun-
kennefs. At prefent you are too young
to be fenfible perhaps of the charms of the
bewitching cup ; but you are not too young
to obferve the mifchiefs, it has brought on
thofe who have been allured by them:
Their health deftroyed,. their affairs dif-
treffed, their underftandings impaired, all
fenfe of religion extinguifhed; befides, an
innumerable train of wvices, to which in
their fober moments they would have no
temptation, are the common effelts of in-
temperate drinking. If you yield to this
one temptation, all that I have faid will be
of no ufe to you. You will difregard the
beft advice of your neareft friends, and
indeed become incapable of putting it in
practice.  You muft be {ober, if you mean
to be ferious; and that one poft man-
fully defended, you will be always upon
your guard to repel your adverfaries from

¢very quarter. N
51bly, Let me here repeat another par-
ticular mentioned above, as part of our
duty to Gop; that is, never venture to
take his holy name invain, The frequency
of this horrible fin, makes it neceflary to
guard you againft it with the ftricteft care
now, before you have been guilty of it;
for abominable and unnatural as it is, un-
pleafant
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pteafant and unprofitable too, yet where
this impious and fhameful habit has been
once contraéted, it is but feldom feen to be -
reformed. They that have been long ufed °
to fwearing, become infenfible when they
{wear : They lofe the horror of {o dreadful
a crime, and almoft perfuade themfelves it
is no crimeat all. But hear you, my chil-
dren, Gop ratherthan them, who has de-
clared himfelf z jealous Gop, and will not -
hold bim guiltlefs that taketh bis name in vainy
and follow not the cuftom of wicked repro-
bates, but the direction of our bleffed Sa-
VIOUR, who fays, < Swear not at all in your
¢ ordinary converfation; but let your com-
‘¢ munication be yea yea, and nay nay ; for
¢ whatfoever is more than this, cometh of
¢ evil, orof the evil one.” * Speak the
truth always,. and then you will have no
occafion for oaths to give credit' to what

you {ay, which in reality theyfeldom do.
6/bly, That you may keep in the right
way to heaven, take the word of Goo for ~
your guide, read it by day, and meditate
by night. Let no day, if you can helpit, .
pals without tin€turing your minds ‘with
fome of the divine wildom it contains. It
is the fpiritual food that keeps alive a fenfe
of religion within you. It will raife in -
your hearts the moft awful apprehenfions
of his great Majefty ; it will difplay before
.3 your
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your eyes the mercies of your redemp-
tion through CHrisT, and kindle your af-
feQEtions to heavenly things. The holy
patterns, and exemplary lives of pious per-
fons you there meet with, cannot fail to
awaken a fpirit of zeal and emulation in
‘your breafts, and incline you to go and do
likewife. Be it then yours, as it was the
praife of young Timothy, that ¢ from chil-
¢ dren you knew the holy fcriptures,
¢ which are able to make you wile unto
& falvation.”

7tbly, 1fhall conclude all with exhorting
you to the conftant ufe of the two great -
inftruments of holinefs or means of grace,’
viz. Prayer and the facrament of the LorD’s
fupper. ‘

Prayer is a correfpondence between Gop
and your fouls. It is the way of con-
verfing with the father of fpirits, the au-
thor of ¢ every good and perfett gift.” Every
morning when you awake to a new life,
never fail to praife him by whom you
live, and to implore his blefling upon you
through the enfuing day; every evening,
venture not into the helplefs ftate of {leep,
{o nearly refembling death, till you have
firft made your peace with Gop, and com-
mended yourfelves devoutly to his guar-
dianthip, who neither f{lumbereth.  nor
- fleepeth, :

On
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On {olemn days, refort with cheerfulnefs
and alacrity to the publick affemblies of
the faithful, then to join with your fellow
chriftians in the fervice of the fanctuary ;
and be fure to behave yourfelves atten-
tively and devoutly, to improve your hearts
with what you hear, to renew your refo-
lutions of a chriftian life, to gain new {up-
- plies of grace, and particularly to refrefh
your fouls, when it is adminiftered with the
reprefentative body and blood of CarisT,
our SAVIOUR, in the holy eucharift,—or
Lorp’s fupper.

8¢bly, To that moft folemn aét of chrif-
tian worfhip, 1t is the direction of our
church, that ¢ no perfons fhall be admitted
« till they have been confirmed, or are
« defirous of being confirmed.” You
have now qualified yourlelves in that re-
fpect, for approaching the table of the
Lorp: You are now.-entitled to that high
privilege : And as it is the principal means
of grace, appointed by our blefled Sa-
viour himfelf, for ftrengthening and re-
frething our fouls with all {piritual aid and
comfort, and deriving upon us the inefti-
mable benefits of his meritorious death
and paffion, which it reprefents before us:
On thede accounts, the neceflity of your
condition muft needs urge you to pre-
pare yourfelves without delay, that you

may
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may be initiated into the number of faith--
ful and conftant communicants. I would
prefs no one to this folemn duty, till they
are capable of duly confidering it, and
coming to it with a right underftanding,
as well as pious affetions: But when you-
have attained a competent knowledge of
this facred ordinance, which muft now-
be your ferious endeavour, you are by no
means to neglect ir, both becaufe you ftand
in immediate need of the grace it fupplies,
- and becaufe delays only produce delays,
and fo you may fall into a general difufe,
even total neglet of fo effential a part of
your chriftiao durys’ RIS, e muit P be
lamented, is too common a cafe, and leads
to.coldnels and indifference about all reli-
gion. But begin early, my young chrif-
tians, and you will then be likely to hold
on, and continue in the good way, walk-
ing in this, and all the commandments
and ordinances of the Lorp blamelefs.
Begin now, whilft your hearts are yet ten-
der,and apt to receive the happyimpreffions
of religion. You will begin with much ad-
vantage, whil{t you haveyet the pious exam-
ples of your parents and friends fet before
your eyes, to encourage and-diret your
good beginnings.

Thus mmated, you will go on from
firength to ftrength, adding grace to
grace,
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grace, improving day by day in all vie-
tue and godlinefs of living, forgetting
thofe things which are behind, and {tretch-
ing forward to thofe things which are
before. © You will by Gobp’s help conti-
nue to advance in piety, as you advance
in years; your good principles having taken
root downward, will bear fruit upward,
and though your growth, like that of a
tree, may not be fo fudden as to be im-
mediately perceptible to the eye, yer fure,
though flow, it will be always increafing ;
and at length lift its top to heaven: En-
couraging and provoking one. another to
love, and to all good works, as thofe who
fet out together in the chriftian race,
 until you all come in the unity .of the
¢ faith, and of the knowledge of the Son
« of Gon, unto a perfe& man, unto the
¢« meafure of the ftature of the fulnefs of
¢ CHRIST ;” and be found ¢ meet to be
“ partakers of the inberitance of the faints
siindioht.?”?

This is the wif{dom which is from above,
thefe its rules and directions ; the wifdom
which will never be found wain, the true
wifdom of man, his greateft ornament and
higheft perfeétion, open to all, and of eafy
attainment : The pleafure, the honour, the
advantage accompanying it, will highly
reward your application to it. Adorned

with
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with its graces, you will appear amiable
in the eyesof men; you will have a never
failing fpring of fatisfaction within your
own breaft ; and above all, will be approv-
ed of by your father, which is in heaven:
You will refemble the pattern of our bleffed
Saviour himfelf, who grew in this wif-
-dom as in ftature, and in favour with Gop
and man; and through his merits and
mediation, will at laft be admitted into
thofe manfions of blifs; whither he is gone
before to prepare a place for you. ,

To him therefore, brethren, I now moft
heartily commend you, and to the word
of his grace, which is able to build you up,
and to give you an inheritance among all
them which are fanétified by faith, which:
is in CurisT JESUS: to whom with the
Father, and the Holy Ghoft, three per-
fons, but one Gop, be afcribed all honour,
adoration, and praife, for ever and ever.
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