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In the fall of 1856, seven of the Reeves of 
Bruce, in the interest of the Village of Kincar­
dine, constituted themselves, without any au­
thority from the rate-payers of the county, a 
deputation to wait upon His Excellency the 
GoTernor General, requesting him to lean the 
selection of the county town to a vote of the 
Reeves of the county. 

To this request His Excellency consented, 
on condition that the vote should be taken 
11/irr the then approaching municipal elections. 
At that time there were only two competing 
places for the r.ounty town, viz: Southampton 
and Kincardine. An intense spirit of rivalry 
existed at that time between those two villages. 
And the respective advocates of both places, 
seeing that neither could command a majority 
of the Council, were willing to adopt any 
course, rather than that their rival should be 
successful. The then R~eve of Brant, the pro­
prietor at that time, ,rnd founder of the Village 
of Walkerton, was acute enough to see that in 
consequence of this rivalry, Walkerton might, 
by shrewd management, command the largest 
vote in its own .favor, which it actually did, 
exactly in the same manner as Quebec com­
manded the vote in the Legislative Assembly, 
notwithstanding the fact of its being, like 
Walkerton, situatrd at an extreme point, geo• 
graphically. The gentleman in question lost 
DI? time in taking adTar.tageofthis vote, purely 
accidental as it was, and •ever intended to 
to be acted upon by the Reeves who gave it ; 
and by good manaiement on his part, succeed­
ed, to the amazement of the people of Bruce, 
notwithstanding the protests of a large majoritJ 
of the rate-payers, and the refusal of the Provi. 
sional Council to grant an official document 
corroborative of said vote having been fairlJ 
and decisivelr, and in good faith, expressed in 
favour of Walkerton, in procuring a proclama­
tion, naming Walkerton the County Town of 
said county. 

In 1858 an Act was psssed by the Legisla­
lature Toi ding the proclamation in favour of 
Walkerton, and providrng tbat each locality 
competing for the;County Town should submit 
its claims in writiµg on or before the first day 
of O.ctober in that year, to enable His :Excel· 
lency the Governor General in Council to de­
cide as to which place should be selected M 
County Town. 

This scheme was styled by members of Par­
liament 'lot the time, "The seat of Government 
sclieme in miniature," which it really was, and 
intended by its promoters to be, in order to 
remove the settlement of the matter entirely 
from any bias, or undue influence on the part 
of the Reeves, who had, so far1 failed to settle 
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it in a satisfactory manner, exactly in the 
same mode as the reference to lier Majesty of 
the seat cf Government question was made, in 
order that the matter might be removed from 
the arena of political influence in Canada, and 
decided on its merits alone. 

The documents setting forth the competing 
claims of the resp~ctive places contending for 
the County Town remained in' the hands of 
the Government from October 1858 un!il the 
summ~r of 18601 when the Provisional Council 
was called upon by the Provincial Secretary to 
furnish the Government with an indication of 
the mind of the Council, by naming two lead­
ing places, in order to the selection of one of 
them as the County Town. A respectable 
mlnority in the Council opposed any such in­
dication on the pa1·t of the Council as being 
contrary to the spirit and intention of the Act 
of 1858, but notwithstanding their strong pro­
test, a combination of the Reeves, in the in­
terest of Kincardiue and Walkerton suc­
ceed"d in carrying a resolution, recommendini;r 
the selection of the County Town from one of 
two places, and naming Kincardine and Wal­
kerton as the place from which tile 1election 
should be made. 

The matter remained in abeyance for some 
time, and until November 1860, l:)ir Fenwick 
Williams being at the time Administrator of 
the Government, when a second proclamation 
was issued in favor of Walkerton. And a 
second time the rate-payers, when the munici­
pal elections came on in 1861, elected Council­
lors to oppose the consummation of said pro. 
clamation, in refusing to proceed with the 
ernction of the county buildings at Walkerton. 
It has been asserted by the i:,arties act;ng 
at the time in the interests of Kin­
cardine that they never would have united 
with the friends of Walkerton in the recom­
mendation made to the Government, bad they 
supposed that Walkerton would have been a 
second time proclaimed County Town; but that 
having once, by a solemn Act of the Legisla­
ture, bad the proclamation in its fa Tor setaside, 
they never contemplated the possibility of its 
being a second time proclaimed. 

Ever since the promulgation of tha.t second 
proclamation, the question has remained un­
settled; no Council venturing to perpetrate 
such an outrage upon the feelings of the rate­
payers as to dare to proceed with the erection 
of the county buildings at the village of 
Walkerton. 

At a me.eting of the Provisional Council, 
held at Walkerton, March 6th, 1863, a Special 
Committee, appointed to reconsider certain 
action at a previous meeting of Council in re· 



ference to the County Town question, reported 

as follows :-
" That, after mature and serious delibera­

" tion and he'irlng of parties, yonr Committee 

"a1·e thoroughly convinced that the proposi­

" tion at last meeting of Council, to proceed 

" with the erection of the county bulldingd at 

' Walkerton, has created great dissatisfaction 

"and indignation among the rate-payers 

"throughout the county; and after the strong 

"expression of dissatisfaction that has been 

" elicited, your Committee feel fully sensible 
"that it would be a reckless wasting of the 

"pt.blic finance~, and a trifling with the best 

" interests of the cou . ty, to take any further 

" action towards proceeding with the erection 

" of the county buildings at the villaie of 

"Walkerton, as said buildings, your Commit­

" tee are thoroughly satisfied, could not be sus­
" tained at Walker'.on for any period there­
., after. 

"Your Committee cannot close their eyes to 

"the fact patent to all, that, however incon­

" sistent the vote of the Council may appear 

"to some not acquainted with the merits of 

·' the caze, that the votes heretofore given to 
"\Valkerton have been the result of ri'valry 

"between the other localities who voted tor 

"said village of )Valkerton as County To~n, 
"so as to keep the settlement of the question 

"in abeyance, in the hope that something 

"might transpire to add to their strength and 

"consequent chance of success, and that they 

"did so with the full knowledge and convic­

" tion that the buildings could nenr, by any 

"possibility, be proceeded with at Walkerton, 

" which, from its geographical position, is the 

'' worst situated of any place in the county for 
"said County Town. Your Committee deplore 

"the great injury that had already been done 

"to the county, in cmrnection wilh the question, 

"and which injury, they are fully sensible, 
•· would be greatly i ntcnsified by the erection 

"of the county buildings at Walkerton." 
This delivernnce, adopted by the Council, is 

strictly true, and 1n accordance with the s,m­

timents of the great majority of the people of 

Bruce. Nenrthe\ess, a majority of this same 

Council, including the gentleman who framed 

that Report, during the same year, influenced 

by a desire of securing for themselves or their 

friends certain county offices, requiring to be 

filled in the event of the separation of the Coun­

ty from Huron, and the erection of the county 

buildings ; and, in moat unseemly haste to se­

cure those offices before a change of admin!s­

tration might take place, in a most inconsist­

ent manner, turned round, appointed a Build­
ing Commit.tee with unlimited powers to select 

and purchase a site for the county buildings at 

Walkerton, to advertise for tenders for the 

erection of said buildings, to contract for the 

same, and to pay out all sums of money for the 

erection of the buildings, or otherwise in the 

premises, the Provisional Treasurer being em­

powered, by a By-Law passed by said majority, 
to pay all orders of the Chairman of the Build­

ing Committee, witho1,t the slightest check, 

either on the part of the Council or of the Fi­
nance Committee, whose legitimate business it 

is, in accordance with law and usage, to exa1;11-

ine and audit all accounts before payment 1s, 

or can be, ordered. 
This Committee, in so far as they had the 

power, did accept of a certain tender, had a 
contract drawn up so late in the sea, 

son as the month of December last, 

and on the 21st day of that month the Council 

met, in order to have the ,varden's signature 

and the seal cf the County Council attached to 

the contract-a preliminary formality without 

which, thanks to the law, the Cemmittee found 
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they could proceed no further. The Warden, 
acting under legal ad vice, in reference to the 

validity of the by-law of supply, and also actinc 

under the tenor of a letter addressed to him by 

Mr. Ferres, Inspector of Prisons, declined to 

sign the contract, whereupon the Council, in 

an illegal manner, appointed a chairman, while 

the Warden still occupied the chair, who, in 

the Warden's presence, signed the contract, 

after which the seal of the Corporation was at­

tached by the clerk acting under the instruc­

tions of the Conncil. It was in this manner 
that the seal of the Corporation became attach­

ed to the contract. The contractor, however, 

acting under legal advice, refused to proceed 

with the works under a signature and seal so 
illegally attached to that document. 

The result of these extraordinary proceedings 

was that, at the municipal elections in January 
last, twelve new Reeves out of twenty-two were 

elected. At the first meeting of Council, being 

fully informed as to the state of public opinion 

in reference to the County Town question, one 

ef their first acts was to pass the following re­

solution :-" That, as every method heretofore 

adopted for the- settlement of the Cour.ty Town 

question bas proved a failure, and that, as it is 

'}Uite eTident that no action on the part of this 

Council can settle the question upon any basis 

hitherto tried, it becomes necessary to adopt 

some new principle for the final settlement of 

this long-pending and expensive contest ; this 

Council therefore petition the Legislature, at 

the approaching session of Parliament, for the 

passing of an act repealing all acts having re­

erence to the County Town question; and em­
powering the rate-payers of the county to 

choose by vote which of two places shall be 
chosen County Town of Bruce ; and, as in all 

votes taken in this Council, Paisley and Kin­

cardine have held prominent positions, that, 

therefore, Paisley and Kincardine be the places 
named from which the rate-payers by their 

votes shall select the County Town." 
There voted for this motion fifteen Reeves 

and Deputy-Reeves, representing nine town­

ships and two incorporated villages; represent­
ing also, according to the census of 1861, 17,-

098 souls of the population ; and real estate in 

land, amounting to $3,035,000 ; while there 

voted against the motion seven Reeves and 

Deputy-Reeves, representing four townships, 

101401 souls, and real e11tate in lands amount­

ing to $1,955,920. 
A resolution was then passed, appointing a 

Committee to draft the petition now before the 
Legislature, and a By-law was passed, repealing 

the By-law passed 15th Oct., 1863, appeinting 

the Building Committee, to whom was accorded 
such unlimited and illegal powers. 

The minority, the friedds and supporters of 

Walkerton neither suggested nor proposed the 

amendment now, for the first time proposed and 

pressed; namely, the insertion of Walkerton in 

the bill as a place to be voted on with Paisley 

and Kincardine. Certainly the Provisional 

Council should have had tais proposition, 

which entirely nullifies the principle prayed for 

in the petition to the Legislature; namely, that 
of" having the County Town located at some spot 
as nearly central as may be, on the Lake Shore, or 

in the interior," submitted and discussed in 

Council. In that c.ase the proposition would 

have been promptly rejected, "for the 11impl,. 
reaaon that the ,election of Walkerton is moat un­
·•'liisfactory to the great ,najority of the rate­
payers of Bruce, in consequence of its position at 
,m extreme point in tlte County. 

WILLIA.JI( GUN!f, 

Chairman of the County Town Committe, ~ 

Provisional Council of the County of Bruce. 5 
Quebec, l\Iay 241 1864. 
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