
The Story of Robinson Cru e. 



e Robins n· Cr1r oe. 
Robinson Crusoe was born in the city of York, 1n the 

year J 6 3 5 His parents sent him to school and it was their wish, 

that he should .be a clergyman, but one day, in an evil hour, he 

went on board of a vessel starting for Africa. 

When they had been out about ten weeks, a great storm came 

up, and the ship was tossed about for 1nany days, until they did not 

kno were they were. Suddenly. they struck a bank of sand, and the sea 

broke O'- er the ship in such a way that they could not h9pe to 

have her hold many moments without breaking into pieces. In 

thi~ di tress the crew launched a boat; after they had been 

driven ten miles, a wave struck them so furiously that it overset the 

boat at once. Though Robinson swam well, the waves were so 

str.ong, that he was dashed against a rock with such force that it 

left hirn senseless. a t he recovered before the waves returned 

and got to the mainland in safety. Next morning the sea was calm, 

Robinson could see the ship about a mile from the shore and he 

warn out , to her when the tide ebbed. He found all the provisions 

were dry, he filled his pockets with bi$cuits, threw overboard several 

spare yards and spars. Then he~ ent down the ship's side and tied 

them together, and laying · a few short piec~s of plank upon them, 

he had a raft strong enough to bear him with a moderate weight. 

Next he lowered some chests, filled them with provisions, fetched 

gun and gunpowder and started with this cargo for the shore. 
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which were trusty servants to him for man yea sides m 

he had a parrot, which he caught an tau ht to p ak a 

often gave him much amusem nt. He w nt o t every ay 

gun to hunt for food and foub?. that there were oats runnin 

on the island and often succ ed. in ho ting on , ut b ing 

afraid that his ammunition would, in tinie, all ~ gone, 'h et a 

trap to take some alive and succeeded in cat-ching sev ral. fie mad . . 
chairs and tables; to provide r.imse)f with lothe$ he ·saved the skins 

of all the creatures and drie· · them, and made garments for himself 

out of them; he made also· of skins an umbrella, which he needed to 

keep off sun and rain. · I / 
I 

• • I 

For a long time he brooded over the idea of making a canoe our,. 
, 

of the trunk of a tree, as:.· the Indians do, · and at last set to work · 

at the task. }le cut a l_arge tree, and spent over two month$ · 1 

- . .. .. 

shaping it into 'the form of a boat he succ~ded in launchin· it and 
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made a tour around the · -i nd, but when he, had been lut three 

days a storm· arose that he was near to I?e.•iost. At last he was· 

able to bring his boat to the shore. 
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.·. T.1µ y .., and years ed away. Althoug e had, o so 

t, ''contente with his; olitary lot, yet at t"mes . . 

o< loner ess and desolafon came over him. Man 

nt the t p f a hill, wh . he could loo.k out o 

, · in hope5 of catchin sight of a hip. · 

But one d y he saw a sight which turned his thoughts in a 

new irection. It was the print of a naked foot upon the sand near 

the shore ; it· filled him with f e4r for it showed that the island must 

so etimes be vis·ted by savages. 

O.ne day, uite .early iri the mo~ng, he could.· see the ight of 

~ fire about two 1niles a~ay; goi~g t<>; the top of. a hill he saw 

that six can es were drawn up oil_ th~ ,shore, while a swarm of 
' 
naked savages· ere, dancing round the -fire. Presently the~ dragged 

two poor wretches from the boats; one of them was knocked down 

at once,· and s veral of the savages set to work to cut him up. 

They ere evioently cannibals, and were going to hold one of their 
. ' 

" horribl feasts oµ their captives. The other captive. was left standing 

for a moment; and.- ,seeing a chance to escape, started to run. Ro-
. •' 

binson was greatly ala~med when he saw that the man was n1nning 
. . / 

directly towards ~ h m, but ing that only two pursued him, Robin-

son made up his·· -~ind to help him. When they were near enough, 

he too a short cut down the, hill and placed himself between 

pursuers and pursue ... Then he advanced on the formost, and knock 

ed him down ; the other was going to shoot, when he fired at him 

and killed him. TheQ 'he made signs to the poor runaway to come 
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o him, and he did so in fear, kneel'ng at Robinson's ~ et. e a 

a handsom fellow with good features and W-aS no Robinson' com­

panion. He soon began to teach him to speak English and gave him 

the name Friday, for that was the day he had saved his rfe. Then 

he taught him everything that he thought would m e im eful. 

One morning Friday brought alarming news that a ship was 

in sight. Robinson though , he would not show himself, until he 

could learn, what had brought the ship there, and it w s w II 

that he did not. He watched in concealment and saw a boat leaving 

the ship and making for the shore. 

Ten men landed and left three of them on the island. 

obinson approached these three and heard that they were th 

captain of the sh1p and two passeng rs and that there had 

been a mutiny on board. Robinson offered to aid th m to rec-over 

the ship, brought guns and they shot the J aders. The others w re 

_ much surprised and were happy to be allowed to return to 

their duty. 

Robinson returned with this ship, taking . abo rd wit,b , 
I 

himself Friday, his parrot and his umbrella, leaving the island 
/ 

t\venty-five years, after he had landed upon it. He w · g!;id to 

be back in his old home and to meet his parents in good stat of 

health. 




