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THE

ADVENTURES

QF S THE

Guildfbrd Jack-Daw.

IR SO RIS

THERE was a little boy, of an
attive difpofition, at Guild-
ford, in Surrey, whom we call
William Sprightly ; he was much
indulged by his parents, who hardly
knew how to refufe him any thing,
Such parents, however, we muft
obferve, by indulging and humour-
ing their favourite children, {poil
and ruin them. For, if they are

B not
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not checked and corrected for their
faults, but rather applauded and
carefled for them, when they come
abroad into the world, the effe¢t of
this education muft be deplorable.
As the poet obferves

Of all the arts that honour human kind,
The firft muft be the culture of the mind,
And of the obje@s that our care employ,
The moft momentous is the rifing boy.

One Sunday this little boy Wil-
liam being idly difpofed, without
acquainting his parents, agreed with
fome of his companions to ftroll
away a bird’s-nefting inftead of
going to church.

Little
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Little do children think of the
confequences of {abbath-breaking.
It is worth our notice, that the
oreateft offenders, when they come
to execution, if they are fenfible of
their crimes, generally confels that
the neglect and abufe of the Lord’s-
- day was that which firft led them
into the greateft wickednefs. Re-
member that thow keep holy the Jabbath-
day, is God’s command : and if we

B2 are
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are Chriftians, we fhall love to wait
on him in his houfe, pray to him
for bleflings in time and eternity,
and gratefully acknowledge the obli-
gations his children are wunder for
creation, prefervation, and redemp-
tion.

A walk about two miles was
agreed on. - In Lofely-grove there
was a great probability of meeting
with nefts. Hither they arrived
without any material occurrence.

But though I hate to hear about
ghofts and apparitions, and other
fuperflitious, things, yet I wifh thefe
boys had heard of a firange ftory of
the man’s ghoft, walking in a pit,
before you come to Lofely; and

that
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that it had been the means of ftop-
ping that cruel fport of bird’s-
nefting. If it had been dark, I
am fure it would have checked
them, and they would have flunk
along like fo many thieves : for 1s 1t
not amazing, that though a murder
had been committed in this place {o
many years fince, and the man was
hanged at the market-houfe in the
town of Guildford (as you may fee
in the picture)
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yet the ignorant people in that
neighbourhood will fuppofe fuch
ridiculous nonfenfe! I myfelf knew
a poor old woman, who being called
up 1n the night to take a farewel of
her dying brother, who lived at
Compton, {ooner than pafs by this
fpot, went miles round.

How partrcularly carefal thould
parents be, in endeavouring to pre-
{erve their children from thefe httle
horrors of imagination, which they
are apt to contrat when they are
young, and are not able to fhake off
when they are in years! And let
children remember to pray that they
may have the friendthip and protec-
tion of the Almighty Lord of hea-

ven
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“ven and earth ; and when they lLie
down 1in their beds, recommend
themfelves to his care and protec-
tion; when they awake give them-
felves up to his direction, befeech-
ing him to grant them his grace and
affiftance. Here we give you a re-
prefentation of two excellent chil-
dren who follow this method,

but their names we are not pcfmitted
to make public; for, fay they, we

do
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do not this to obtain the praife of
men.

We brought our little teaders to
Lofely-grove, and only ftepped back
to that romantic pit, rendered ter-
rible to fome folks, that we might
expofe their folly.

Little WirLr1AM, never the laft
in a {cheme of the fort for which
we obferved they came hither, ima
mediately on their arrival climbed
up a particular tree.  But my read-
ers muft forgive me, if I again di-
grefs from my {ubject to defcribe
the ancient manfion, about an hun-
dred yards from the tree,

This
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This houfe, of which we here give
you a picture, was built above two
hundred years fince. The building
is large, though formerly much more
fpacious. For report fays that it
had once three hundred and fixty-
five windows, and that one fide of
1t was burnt down many years fince.
The building 1s of ftone, and there
is a neat confecrated chapel belong-

ng
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ing to it, as alfoa long gallery fur=
nithed with pictures, and a fpacious
hall, where a good many years ago
there was a large colleftion of ar-
mour, formerly worn in battle, be-
fore gunpowder was invented. In

this houfe lived a noble family, who
did great charities in the neighbour-
hood. They are now all dead, ex-
cept two of the ladies, who were {o
affeCted with lofing their friends,
that they left the place.  The houfe
1s now let to a very good gentleman,
who, 1t ‘was faid, before he ‘came,
would keep up the good old cuftom,
and become a great benefaGtor to
the parifh. And indeed I am happy
to fay, we are not difappointed. For
befides his charities, he employs a

gentleman
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gentleman as his chaplain, and has
opened the chapel for public wor-
thip, that the neighbours may have
a place near to worthip God. And
at his own expence, he has made a
very pretty place of the chapel. An-
other thing I muft obferve, that in
thefe dear times when the poor can
hardly buy bread for their families,
I am well informed that he employs
his poor neighbours with good wages.
And he will find the advantage, for
all will be ready to work for him.
After mentioning thefe things, can
any body believe that if this good
gentleman, who is {o humane to the
poor, and is fo defirous of their be-
1ng happy here and hereafter, had
lived at this place when thefe naughty

4 boys
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boys broke the fabbath, and robbed
the poor birds of their young; can
any body fuppofe, I fay, that he
would have fuffered 1t? no! no!
he would have fent for the conftable,
and put them in prifon I warrant
you, ‘

But to return to my ftory. Little
WirLiam when he had mounted
the tree found a neft; but it was in
a hole out of his reach.  So he fays
to one of his companions, another

little lively rogue in the company,
whofe name was' James Collins,

¢ Jem, rtun to one of the houfes at
“ Compton, and borrow a pair of
¢ tongs, or I fhall never be able tr
# peach the young ones.” Collins

immediately
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immediately went to the village,
which was abeut half a mile diftant,
and brought the tongs. The little

artful boy Wirriam then drew
out {ix jack-daws.

But what comfort could be given
the mother who had loft her young
ones| wretched muft be the poor
creature; her heart broken,—ready
to die with grief :—indeed it is im-
poflible to defcribe her diftres! O
how mercilefs are mankind! Is there
among all the creatures, one fo fa-
vage as man, or {o foolith and ab-
furd 1n his actions ? See how wick-
edly thele tyrants of men breed up
their children. It is certain that all
i C animals
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animals are fufceptible of pain and
pleafure as well as we; \yet in this
principle our children ars bred up,
and one of ths firft plealures they
~ are allowed, i1s the licence of infli&-
ing pain upon animals,

Yorbear, thoughtlefs boy, that vile plunder

forbear !
Don’t deprive the poor birds of their
young!
See their dam, apprehenfive, fits trembling
with fear,

And her mate has fu{pended his fong:
Ere thy hand its unthinking intent has ful.
fill’d,
Paufe a while, and give ear to a friend ;
Let pity now plead: if thy heart be not
fteel’d,
To its fofter emotions attend.

Remémber
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Remember, parental affettion is firong
Ev’n in birds, tho’ {o trifling they feem;
With anxious attention they watch o’er their

young,

Whom to lofe a misfortane they deem,
With how much affiduous labour, the neft
Of fuch fimple materials they’re made;

o line it, they pluck the foft down from

their breaft,
That their brogd fafe and warm may be

Iaido 7

I hope you, my little readers of
this ftory, will not give way to this
or other vile difpofitions; for, re-
member, the firft indulgence 1 any
view of fuch a temper, though in
the moft trifling cale, will make you
lofe the abhorrence you ought to
have for it ; the next will reconcile
you to it 3 and fo you will go on,

Cz {tep,
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ftep by ftep, till it has got a com=
plete maftery over your reafon ; your
hearts will grow more and more
hardened, your love for your fellow-
creatures will grow lefs and lefs, and
thus ftepping from one vice to an-
other, you may be brought to that
fhameful and terrible punifhment,

which we fo frequently fee inflicted
upon thieves and robbers,

My little readers will recollect
that there were fix jack-daws. On
reviewing the prize, the little arch-
rogue WiLriam obferved one of
thefe birds to be quite naked and
unfledged — without any feathers ;
and thinking it fickly in comparifon
with the others, to thew how foon

children
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children are tempted to deceive eacli
other, with an air of chearfulnels, he
faid, “ here Jem, you fhall have
s this bird for the trouble in getting
¢¢ the tongs;” and down he tofled
the poor bird.

Little Wirrtam got nothing in
the end by his artfulnefs, for fingu-
far is it, the five hearty-looking
daws lived but two or three days.

In the fall, the poor defpifed bird,
Ciz (whomi
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(whom we propofe as the hero of
this ftory, and call the Guildford
Jack-daw) broke his leg; and in
that miferable ftate he was conveyed
to Guildford, it being {ome time
before the accident was difcovered.
Jack’s mafter immediately carried
his prizé home to his mother, who
fhewed great humanity to the poor
fellow, putting him into a bafket
with ftraw, and keeping him near
the fire,
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By this good woman’s attention
and care, Jack recovered of his acs
cident. He was alfo {o happy as
never to want a belly-full ; this wo-
man fed him with bread and butter,
and pudding ; for Mr, Jack was not
fatisfied with bread only. When
grown ftronger he pleafed himfelf

with running about the houfe, and,
after fome time, condelcended to
feed himfelf ;~his miftrefs obferv-
ing him for the firft time to pick
up a piece of cabbage. But for a
week afterwards, they were obliged.
to feed him, fearful he would be
ftarved.

The firft adventure of our herd
was as follows; ftraying from his
apartment
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apartment into the paffage, he ob-
ferved a hen with chickens, and
thought it would not be amifs to
cultivate a friendthip with her, as
fhe feemed a good motherly fort of
a creature.  The hen obferving him
to hop about, and perceiving him to
approach her with great familiarity,
uncertain whether he was friend or
enemy, 1n fear for her brood, vio-
lently fell on him and broke his leg
{econd time.

|

.
i

1l

),
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Into his batket was Jack again
conveyed, where he continued under
confinement about a fortnight, and
again recovered. What is very
ftrange, but I mention it as a proof
of his {ociable and forgiving difpo-
fition: after his recovery, Jack
again attempted to f{crape acquain-
tance with the fame hen, who per-
ceiving him an inoffenfive fort of
a fellow, admitted our hero into the
company of herfelf and family. And
he attually roofted with them at the
next neighbour’s hen-houfe, for near

two years.

After,
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After this, his miftrefs’s two fons
bought a cage for Jack; of which
he was particularly fond, but never
would fuffer the door to be fhut.
He conftantly roofted in this cage,
and though he fometimes ran away,
yet he always returned. And if
night was drawing on, when his
miftrefs carried the cage towards the

{pot where he was, and put it on the
mound Jack very readily entered

his habitation.
When
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When a little more than two years
old, Jack became acquamnted with
4all the boys in the town; but for
one little boy, named John Barret,
who lived in a houfe adjoining, he
thewed a moft conftant and lafting
affe&®ion: He knew the very {ound
of this httle boy’s feet, and ‘always
called him by one of thefe two
names, Jack, or Will. This boy
was uled to come down flairs fre-
quently in the night 5 and notwith-
ftanding the jack-daw was in the
cage 1n his miftrefs’s houfe, yet the
found of little John’s feet in the ad-
Joining court, was never unknown
to our fagacious hero, for he always
called to him. ~And till his death
little John could never pafs by with-
' out
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out Jack’s diftinguithing him, and
calling out to him. When Jack was
at any time benighted or loft, as we
obferved, he would joyfully enter
his cage when brought to him, but
what is ftrange, he never would an-
fwer any perfon who called to him
befides his little favourite. It may
not be improper here to inform my
little readers, that no wonder is to
be made that the jack-daw was fo
partial to John Barret, for I am cre-
dibly informed that this little boy
was very much beloved by his {chool-
fellows, that he was a very good boy,
and particularly fond of his book
and {chool.  So fond, that he hig.
felf with a becoming boldnefs and
manlinefs, petitioned a gentleman
' to
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to ftand his friend, and get him ad-
mitted into the charity-fchool at
Guildford, urging that he could
read his Bible. And well did. this
little boy feem to fecl the force of
thefe words of the poet

'The praifes of my tongue
I offer to the Lord,

That I was taught, and learnt {o young
To read his holy word,

Into this fchool he was admitted,

not long after he made application;
and when there, I underftand, he
fhewed how deferving he was of en-
couragement, for he was conftant,
regular, and attentive, and by his
~ diligence and application could put
many little idle boys to the blath.

D And
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And from his good behaviour, joined
with his induftry, his friends are
convinced he will make {fome figure
in the world. ;

t will be neceffary here to ftep
back again to inform my little
readers that John Barret muft {furely
have been a good boy at the dame’s
{chool, in the lane near his mother’s
houfe; for Jack conftantly attended
on the oppofite wall, or at the
{chool-window, till he returned
home. And afterwards when little
John removed to the mafter’s {chool,
the bird followed after, and waited
for him, till he returned.

Tohn Barret was alfo as conftant
and
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and attentive at church as at fchocl,
I do not find he ever miffed one
Sunday. The firft time Jack faw
the little boy’s mother combing and
drefling him for church, this affec-
tionate bird ftayed clofe by him,
and as he went, followed after, and
{at as near as he could to him. But
as this caufed thofe little boys and.
girls to laugh, who neither knew the
benefit of meeting at church, nor
are willing that others thould ; and
as it occafioned many others to be
inattentive to the fervice, care was
taken that Jack thould not be ad-
mitted a fecond time. However he
always took his ftation abroad at
one of the windows till the fervice
was ended. Indeed every thinking

D2 perfon
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perfon, who confiders the awfulnefs
of the place, notwithftanding they
would enjoy Jack’s company at an-
other time, muft with to difpenfe
with fuch interruptions when they
allemble and meet together, re-
membering thefe words of the wife
man, Eccleliiw.. 1. 1¢¢ Keep thy
Joot when thou goeft 10 the houfe of
God, and be more ready to hear thay
to give the facrifice of fools: for

they confider not that they do evil,”

Here we fhall remark {ome of the
favourite fubje@s in the Bible our
good little boy particularly noticed
and was well acquainted with. Tt
was his favourite book in the fiift
place, well affured of the intire truth

~of
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of it. The book of Genefis in the
Old Teftament was moft read by
him. And how well could he de-
{cribe fome parts ! He could inform
you, my little readers, very particu-
larly, how God made the heaven,
and earth out of nothing. That
God faid, let there be light, and there
was light. How he made the fun,
‘moon, and flars: alfo the fifhes,
fowls, and cattle: how he caufed
the grafs to grow for the catile, and
herb for the fervice of man whom he
was about to make; how he brought
Sforth food out of the earth—uwine—
and 0il—and bread : and, at lafk
how he created the firft man Adams
all which was done in fix days. Then
he could inform you, that God refied

D3 the
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the feventh day from all his work
which he had made. That God bleffed
the feventh day, and fanified it, and
that the {abbath-day was made for
man, to ptromote his helinefs and
comfort.

But little John did not Pcop here,
he would tell you that the Lord
God took the man, and put him in
a beautiful garden called Eden, to
drefs it, and to keep it. And that
the Lord caufed a deep fleep to Jall
upon Adam, and he flept: and he
took one of bis ribs, and clofed up the
Sefl inflead thereof. And the rip
which the Lord God had tahen
Jrom man: made ke 4 woman, and
brought her unto the man, He like-

wile
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wife could well defcribe how this
happy pair continued not long in
this ftate of favour with God, for
that being tempted by Satan, they
ate the forbidden fruit, which

“ brought death into the world,

¢ and all our woe.’

Thefe things my little readers will
find in the three firft chapters of
the book of Genefis.

Then
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Then Cain and Abel much took
~his attention. This is an account
of the firt murder. The ungodly
Cain, firft hating and afterwards
murdering the righteous Abel.

And Cain talked with Abel his
brother: and it came to pafs, fays the
facred hiftorian, when they were in
the field, that Cain vofe up againg?
Abel his brother, and flew him.

—— T ————— > — -
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The ark which the Lord com-
manded the patriarch Noah to build
was allo a favourite fubje&t of our
little good boy. And with reafon.
The fad effects of Adam’s tranf
greflion did now appear in the uni-
verfal corruption of his pofterity.
Wickednefs was now come to fuch
a height, that God was refolved to
cure the evil, by the deftru&ion of
the finners. But herein, how won-
derful appears God’s patience and
long-fuffering. He gave them fair
warning of what was coming upon
them: , after having condemned
them and the whole earth to be
drowned with a flood, he allowed
them an hundred and twenty years
for a fpace to repent. Noah, a

man
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man eminently righteous in that ge-
nerdtion, by faith being warned of
‘God of things not feen as yet, moved
with fear of the approaching flood,
and, notwithftanding manifold {coffs
from his neighbours, prepared an
ark to the faving of his houfe. And
Noah at the command of the Lord
went in and his fons and his wife,
and his fons wives with him into the
ark, becaufe of the waters of the flood.
Of clean beafts, and of beafts that are
not clean, and of fowls, and of every
thing that creepeth upon the earth,
there went in two and two unto Noal
into the ark, the male and the female
as God commanded Noab., And the

Lord fhut him om.

And
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And it came to pafs after feven days,
that the waters of the flood were upon
the earth. 'Then did the clouds
from above, and the wells from be-
low, {o long beneficial to mankind,
now concur to deftroy them. What
multitudes, who had defpifed God’s
warnings, now perith by his hand !
And how ineffetual 1s every at-
tempt to efcape. And the flood was
Jforty days wpon the earth. And the

waters
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waters bore down every thing before
‘them. And all flefh died that moved
ugon the earth. -Every lLiving fub-
Stance was deftroyed, which was wpon
the face of the ground, both man and
cattle, and the creeping things, and
the fowl of the heaven, and they were
deftroyed from the earth : and Noal
only remained alive, and they that
were with him in the ark. In this
ark 'did Noah and his family and
the animals continue, a year and ten
days. |

The tower of Babel alfo much

I engaged little John’s attention. And
of this as well as the other hiftories
from God’s book he could give my
hittle readersvery particular accounts.
But
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But Jofeph and his brethrer wag

a fubject in which he was moft par-
ticularly interefted. And well he
might, for all forts of people are af-
fected with that well-written ftory.
For only confider the malicious ha
tred of Jofeph’s ten brethren aghinft
him, becaufe he informed hijs father
of their crimes! How they con-
fpired to murder him; then put
him in a pit, where they thought of
ftarving him, and afterwards fold
& him
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him into Egypt. Then the man-
ner in which they deceived their
aged father, by taking his little coat
of many colours, ftaining it with
blood, telling thewr father that a
wild beaft had devoured his little

boy.

Ther the wonderful accouht of
Jofeph’s advancement to be ruler
over all the kingdom of Egypt,
which God ordained for the main-

fenance



GUILDFORD JACK-DAW. 39
tenance of his father and family,
when there happened in the country
where they lived a fcarcity of vic-
tuals. How his brethren came
down to Egypt to buy corn; Jo-
{eph’s knowing them, and fending
them home to his father with their
facks filled with corn; and at’laft
the good old man’s arrival in Egypt,
where he died, after living fome
years with his beloved fon Jofeph.

And 1n the New Teftament, the
little boy was always moft happy in
reading the Gofpel by St. John.
The account of the crucifixion of
the Lord Jefus Chrift he was moft
particular in reading.

Ee He
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He was thocked at the cruelty of
- the Jews to him who left his throne
of glory in Heaven, and was made
man to fave them; the effe®t of
which is well expreffed by the poet,
whofe little collection 1s in moft chil-
dren’s pofiefiion.

Bleft be the Lord that fent his Son
To take our flefh and blood ;
He for our lives gave up his own,
To make our ppace with God,
He
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He honour’d all his Father’s laws,
Which we have difobey’d ; '
- He bore our fins upon the crofs,
And our full ranfom paid.

But then John very properly ob-
{erves, that we are as unkind to him
as the wicked Jews; for we are for-
getful of his wonderful mercy and
loving-kindnefs, and by our fins
continually wound him afreth. If
my little readers are defirous of
knowing how this little boy became
fo well acquainted with the hiftory
of Jefus, we can inform them that
it was by reading a curious life of
our Saviour taken from the Tefta-
ment, and given him by a gentle-
man who heard fomething of his
character. This book John has fafe

af
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at his mother’s, and, I dare fay, will
preferve it as long as e lives.

Having thus far trefpaffed on my
litle readers’ patience, in giving a
good account of Jack’s favourite
boy, we proceed in our narrative ;
and I fhall endeavour to be faithful,
only I cannot pofitively be affured
whether every particular incident is
related in proper order. |

The laft remarkable accounts of
Jack we related, were his attending
his favourite to church and fchool,
In the beginning of this curious
work, we gave an account of Jack’s
forgiving difpofition, in affociating
with the hen and her family after

the
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the rough treatment he had expe-
rienced ; that he conftantly mani-
fefted a focial temper we could
produce an hundred inftances. In-
deed his winning familiar conduct {o
. attached him to the inhabitants of
Guildford, that he had his regular
houfes of call, where his good-
natured friends carefully placed at
their windows pieces of cake and
other nice things; thefe places he
conftantly vifited. '

But one night poor Jack was
much affrighted ; for having ftaid
abroad {o late that he was unable to
find the way home, he flew to fome
trees in a fhrubbery belonging to a
gentleman’s houfe in the neighbour-
hood, where he expected to pafs a

melancholy
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melancholy night.  But being quite
dark (nine o’clock in the winter-
feafon) and raining moft violently,
his miftrefs began to be uneafy, and
fomebody faying he was in that
quarter, the went with a lanthorn
and his cage, and Jack entered with
no little fatisfaction.

We mentioned juft now Jack’s
{riends hoarding up nice cake and
other things for him; thele civili-
ties caufed Jack not to be always {a-
tisfied with his own neighbourhood
~—indeed he fhewed a great par-
tiality for the town. His obje&
was fome boys at play; and on the
tops of the neareft houfes he would
it with much wvifible fatisfation,
and talk to them. When his fa=-

vourite
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vourite, John Barret, was at marbles
with other boys, and happened to
lofe or go away, Jack would feize
the marbles and halfpence, and carry
them to his favourtte.

But John Barret found this bird
an inconvenience fometimes. For
inftance, if the boy was at play at
hoop and hide, or any other play in
which he hid himfelf, Jack always
difcovered him. So towards the
evening the boy brought Jack home,
fhut him in the cage, with the door
towards the wall, which prevented
his following after and difcovering
him.

Our hero, notwithftanding he
gave much pleafure to the people,
| T Was,
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was, once or twice, the caufe of
great terror: an inftance we fhall
record.  One evening when it was
dark, and Jack was unable to find
his way home, he took refuge in a
bed-chamber belonging to a baker,
where he often ftole plumbs and
ginger-bread.  At. night, the fer-
vant going to bed with a candle in
his hand, the bird (as fuppoled) ter-
rified with the light, and awaking
fuddenly from his fleep, flew at the
candle, and put the room in dark-
nefs. It 1s impoffible for me to de-
{cribe the furprize and aftonifhment
of the poor man ; he trembled and
quaked like an afpen-leaf, and was
unable to recover for a very long
time.

Juit
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Juft above, we mentioned fome-
thing about plumbs and ginger-
bread, which brings us, as faithful
hiftorians, to give account of the
faults as well as perfections of our
hero. = At {fome houfes in Guildford
there are plumb-cakes fet up for fale
at the outfide of the windows; from
thefe cakes Jack has been known
frequently to pick plumbs ; but this
action his good-natured friends
over-looked. Indeed, we are obliged
to fay, Jack was frequently found
ouilty of thieving, but being a
grand favourite he was not brought
to trial. One, among other in-
ftances remembered of him, was,
that while fome boys in the Mill-
mead, near Jack’s habitation, were
catching fith, he flew from the
F 2 houle,
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houfe, and carried away fome of
them in his bill. Here, remember,
we do not offer any excufe for Jack’s
behaviour. ’

While we are talking of partiality,
we know it has been obferved, that
‘¢ Particular marks of kindnefs and
¢ bounty are beftowed on perfons
“ who are favourites, whether they
¢ deferve it or no, while perfons
“ more meritorious are neglected 3
 and that thus it will be where
¢ perfons are led more by humour
¢ than judgment.” Notwith{tand-
ing any ill-natured reflections which
may be made, we {hall not be
athamed to confefs the great par-
tiality we always indulged for our
fagacious, entertaining hero. And

we
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we have all the little boys and
girls in Guildford on our fide. And
here we think proper to introduce a
conftant good friend of our hero’s, a -
baker who lived next door, and 1s
well known to all the boys and girls
in the neighbourhood for his ex-
cellent little cakes and ginger-bread.
From this friend, Jack( recetved
every indulgence. The | cunning
bird knew the proper time to go to
the bake-houfe for broken picces of
ginger-bread and other nice things,
which were put ina particular place
for him.

We find Jack {ometimes the oc-
cafion of men’s laying wagers ; 4
" cuftom which {enfible men do not
approve of, An inf’;ancc we {hall

W 4 mention,
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mention. When Jack was about
four years old, and flying after little
Barret, according to cuftom, two
men ftood at the door of a public
houfe. One of them knowing Jack,
faid to the other, ¢ I will lay you
‘¢ a'wager I can fetch that bird into
~ ¢ the houfe:” upon which he calls
to John Barret ; as {foon as he en-
tered the door the bird immediately
followed him, and the man won his
wager.

Our hero, among other unlucky 1
cuftoms, was guilty of fighting, but
then it was generally in defence of
his favourite. And it was a com-
mon fight to fee boys pretend to
beat John Barret, and the jack-daw
immediately fly to his defence, and

peck
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peck their legs till the blood came.
In one of his tricks, Jack moft fe-
verely fuffered. Next door to his
miftrefs’s houfe was a child at nurfe s
Jack, one day, while the nurle was
up flairs, flew on the cradle in which
- the child lay, and difturbed i by
pecking its hand. The nurfe, on
hearing the child cry out, came
down ftairs in a violent hurry, and
finding Jack to be the caufe, in a
moft terrible paffion knocked him
down and broke his wing. After
about a month’s confinement, Jack
recovered of this accident.

Jack was well known by every:
one who had been but a few hours |
in Guildford. Some {oldiers were,
{o talcen with his aétions,  that they

caught,
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caught, and carried him to Godal-
ming, a neighbouring town, from
whence in about a fortnight, with
fome difficulty, he was  breught
‘back to his indulgent miftrefs.

Among other good qualities which
Jack poffeffed, we mention that he |
was a great friend to early rifing.
When the owner of the bird got up
to her work, fhe ufed conftantly to
hang Jack in his cage at the door.
"The cage-door (as we obferved) be-
ing always open, Jack took it in his
head to give his favourite notice
that it was time to get up. But
how does this bird reproach thofe
{leepy mortals who wafte their pre-
cious hours in fleep and indolence.

Our Maker never intended man
fhould
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fhould be idle; for it is faid, that
in Paradife, God {et the man to
drefs and keep the garden; and
fince the fall of man, induftry has
been exprefsly enjoined us.. The
world, remember, produces nothing
but briers and thorns, till fubdued
by the {weat of the brow. A little
« more [lecp, “a little more [lumber,
« ¢ little move folding of the hands
s o fleep,” the fluggard requires :
any little excufe 1s eafily feized to
fufpend your diligence, and trifle
ayay your time. But when a great
deal of the day, as well as the night,
is wafted on your bed ; when you
sife heavy, and not refrethed from
your morning oi mid-day flumber-
ing; it can hardly be but that irre-
gular appetites muft have dominion
" over
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over you. QOur Saviour, when he
condefcended to dwell on earth, in
every thing fet forth a bright ev-
ample, for thofe who love him to
follow ; and we read that he often
rofe before day, and retired to pray.

But you may fee what comes of
1dlenefs and lazinefs by thofe gen-
tlemen and Jadies, who, pofl=fied of
afflyence, become in fome meafure
exempted from labour; they are
always ill of the gout, or the head-
ach, or fome infirmity or other.
We will leave them to do as they
like, for they are ill becaufe they
will not work and be well ;° and
how feldom are they who get up
early in the morning, and follow

' their
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their daily labour, troubled with
gouts or head-achs ?

It is a good old maxim,

Early to bed and early to rifg,

~ Isthe way to be healthy, and wealthy, and
wife. :

“And,

He that will thrive;
Mutt rife by five.

He that has thriv’n,
May lie till fev’n,

The Jack-daw’s method of call-
ing up his favourite boy, was, as
follows ; he knew the chamber
where John Barret flept, and he
ufed to rap at the window with his
bill il the boy awaked; nay, he

continued
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continued knocking till he came up
‘to the window. Some time after
‘this, a pane of glafs being broken,
he ufed to hop into the room and
ftand upon the pillow till the boy
awaked, pecking his brother, who
flept with him, about the face, till
he got away from his favourite.
Here we are at a lofs to determine
by whom the window was broken.
Many conjetures have paffed on
this matter, but it 1s generally de-
termined to be one of Jack’s un-
lucky actions : for whea he was en-
abled to get into the room, who
fhewed fo much happianefs as he ?

It now remains that we give fome
account of poor Jack’s death. Un-
der his laft illnefs he languilhed

almoft



GUILDFORD JACK-DAW. 57
almoft three weeks. The occafion
of his death was as follows: a very
naughty boy who lived in the
neighbourhood, with a prongwan-
tonly knocked the poor bird off a
poft on which he was fitting, by

which means his leg was broken a
third time.

SIS

ANy

When this cruel creature was
gone, Jack with fome difficulty flew
into the houfe of John Barret’s

G mother,
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mother, where he fettled on a chair;
and foon after, became to all appear-
ance lifelefs. He was, indeed, car-
ried" as dead into the houfe of his
kind patronefs and {upporter. The
good woman, much diftrefled at the
fituation of her entertaining compa-
nion, and finding his leg again bro-
ken, took every poffible care of
him. But one day, falling from th
cage, he appeared to take no notice
from that time till his death, except
at intervals, when John Barret called
to fee him, at which times he
feemed to revive, and to call after
him as ufual, Fack—=Will=~—Tuo
~ v’clock, and the like.

Jack had funeral honours paid
to him. He was buried 1n a white
paper

4.
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paper coffin, near his favourite
fpot, in the month of March, 1793.

The boy who killed the poor
jack-daw had an uncomfortable life
of it for fome time, All his com-
panions (hunned, beat, and abuled
him. He was feverely flogged at
{chool by his mafter, and people
continually pointed him out as the

murderer of the entertaining Guild-
ford Jack-daw.

END OF THE GUILDFORD JACK-DAW,






AT the folicitation of a friend,
is fubjoined to the entertaining
Adventures of the Guildford Jack-
daw, the Hiftory, in verfe, of the
ConNceITED MAGPYE.

Where, or when this Magpye
lived, we do not pretend to fay;
neither can we vouch for the truth
of the tale,

We are likewife forry to inform
our little readers, that we were
unable to procure a likenefs,
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THE

CONCEITED MAGPYE.,

-----------

A Macrpve, of her cage grown‘ tir’d,
Had long her liberty defir'd ;
111 fed, as fthe was clofe confin’d,
A clear efcape the well defign’d :
‘The door left open on a day,
Mag took French leave, and hopp’d away.

With joy fhe fought a neighb’ring wood,
WWhere various tuneful birds fhe view’d;
But ftriving here to join the train,

She found her utmoft efforts vain :
The little fongfters, fill'd with dread,
Soon as they faw the ftranger, fled’;

‘The
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The larger fort, as on fhe went,
Approach’d, but with no good intent ;
Upon the truant bird they fall,
Refolv’d to chace her, one and all.
¥rom tree to tree the wand’rer roves,
And with ¢ Poor Mag!” fhe fills the
groves;
Till forc’d to quit the friendly fhade,
And by her babbling throat betray’d,
Surpriz’d by thofe fhe fled in vain,
They bear her to her cage again.
More clofe confin’d, how hard her Iot!_
Vet thofe who knew her, pity not :
Taught now her folly to defpife,
Pining, fhe lives—negleGed, dies,

APPLICATION,

Our young readers will find the

moral to imply, that thoughtlefs
and
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and imprudent indeed muft be thofe
children or youth, who can, for a
moment, entertain an idea of de-
{erting, or removing themfelves, for
ever {fo fhort a time, out of the
care of their parents, relations, or
guardians ; in which cafe, they can
look with no degree of probability
for a reception from ady, but fuch
as defign their harm. Indeed, we
may be affured, that they will either
heedlefsly run upon their own de-~
ftruction, or, to avoid danger, re-
turn with thame and forrow to thofe
with: whom they might have re-
mained with honour and fafety.

-*Tis by the friend’s, the parent’s fide,
That in moft fafety youth cbide ;
But.
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But while unwilling to obey,

Danger they meet whene’er they ftray.

Till grace and right experience fhow

How they the dang’rous paths may know ;

Teaching what beft is to be done,

What they fhould feck, and what fhould
thun :

And how to find thofe Ways, with eafe,,

'That lead to JESUS ang to peace,

THE END.-















