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rfhe Arabs believe, that if they taste 
salt ·with an any one it beco1nes im­
possible to do them an injury. A n1an 
had nearly filled his bag with the plun­
der of a neighhour's house, and was 
about to steal a golden candlestick, 
whid1 lay concealed in a vault, when 
he struck his hand against so1ne hard 
substance; and, suddenly putting it to 
his 1nouth, he found it was salt he had 
touched; and he ran away in great 
fear! 

Even superstition has its use, 
"\tl7hen it prevents a worse abuse. 
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A Clergyman's son being about to 
leave his father's house to reside in a 
country tow·n, he previously sent to his 
tailor for patterns, that he n1ight choose 
·what colour of a coat he would have; 
but as he was a dutiful son, he took 
the pattern-book to his father, ,who 
selected such a colour and quality of 
cloth as a proper sense of economy 
and his station in life pointed out~ This 
was doi1~g precisely as he ought: for 

vVho takes a parent's kind ad vice, 

But seldom falls a prey to vice . 
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This is an old ·worn-out officer, who 
had faithfully served his country; at 
least, as far as the common notion of 
~erving one's country goes: by killing 
ourfello"v-n1en of another country, and 
calling them our ene1nies. Honestly 
and truly, however, had this poor officer 
clone his duty; and he was ·itting on a 
bench in a park, reflecting on his then 
d serted tate, when an officer over­
heard his co1n plaints, and relieved hi1n . 

... ot always vvhen we serve another, 
Do we meet a grateful brother. 
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A little girl had a present n1ade her 
of a ·watch, with which she was much 
pleased, and was very grateful. J-ler 
curiosity induced her hastily to open 
it, to see what made it tick, and the 
hands 1nove. Not knowing hovv to do 
this properly, she broke or displaeed 
some of the . works, and the watch 
ceased to go. She then ran to her mo­
ther to put it to rights; but she could 
not; so the ·watch was lost through the 
child's impatience and curiosity. 

· 'Tis not so much throug·h curiosity 
We·err, as from impetuosity. 
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'l'here "' as a n1an , hon1 t 1e couuLry 
per on called the Philosopher, be­
cause he lived by hi1nself, an<l ate very 
plain diet. One day a hunter called 
upon hi1n, and asked hi1n hovv he could 
bear to spend hi · tin1e at home, whilst 
there was so much pleasure in hunting. 
"Go," said he, "to your cruel ·port­
enjoy it, if you can. I am perfectly 
happy in n1y retirement, and enjoy 
·whatever fiue I can procure Vi1 ith a 
quiet consci nee." 

'T1 · not in meat, or drinl , or dress, 
That we mu. t look for happiue. s:. 
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A fox had killed a poor lamb, and 
was about to carry it away, when two 
dogs, belonging to a neighbouring 
shepherd, having heard it bleat in dis­
tress, ran to the spot, instantly fell 
upon the mischievous fox, and soon 
revenged the death of the lamb. At 
the san1e time the shepherd's boy came 
up, and with a stick assisted the dogs 
in their attack. Doubtle~s, sly Rey­
nard thought he should not be found 
out in his cruelty. 

Mind, little boy, what you're about,­
Jf you do wrong, you'll be found out, 
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rl'he::;e gentle1nen were once school­
fellows. They had not seen each other 
for many years, when one evening, one 
of them called upon the other, who 
was glad to see his old friend. H 
had been residing abroad, and having 
gained n1uch useful infonnation, he is 
here represented as com1nunicating it 
to hi. friend : doubtless it was very 
instructive, for he was a man ·who tra­
velled, not for idle curio ity, but to 
acquire useful kno-wledg . 

Still we shoul<l have, in all we say or <lo, 
Some plea ing and some useful end in virw. 
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,.-fhere are boys and girls who think 
it a task to become wise; but those are 
very foolish children indeed! Now, 
if such boys and girls should be told, 
that to learn to read is a great fa-

. vour, and to play a great task, they 
would cry to be compelled to play, 
and desire to be instructed. Yet do not 
you think these children appear hap­
py : one learning to read, and the 
other to play on the pi21,no-forte? 

Learning not only is a treasure, 

But really yield11 substantial pleasme. 
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A poor little boy refused to take his 
food : adoctor was sent for, who could. 
not account for the lad's loss of appe­
tite. Ile did not say he could not eat ; 
but, when questioned, he at length con­
fessed that he could not bear to see his 
poor brothers and sisters want ; and 
as his parents could not get sufficient 
for them all, he feigned sickness, that 
they might eat what it was supposed 
he could not. 'fhis was really kindly 
1neant; but 

God forbid that we should do 
Evil, that gooJncs may ensue. 
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lf thieves could but see how tooli::;b 
they look when detected, they would 
be ashamed to commit so wicked and 
so degrading a cri1ne as theft. See 
what a pitiful appearance this man 
makes, having been found in the act 
of stealing ! But, in fact, all sorts of 
crin1e lead to shame and disgrace, and, 
sooner or later, to severe punislunent. 
The very dog appears to look upon the 
,vretch with scorn; hut how must l,is 
conscience be now· reproaching him ! 
That man, tho' poor, must not expect relief, 
,,v ho shows the slightest marks of being a thief. 
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One of these little boys, w·ho did 
not appear to have any objection to go 
to school, always expressed an unwil­
lingness to allow his mother to clean 
l i1n, and put his dress in order, before 
he set out. I-lad he been left to hi · 
o-wn choice, he would al way have ap­
peared slovenly, if not even dirty. The 
poor fellow could not be per ·uaded 
that any thing was really a crime that 
was not e pre. ·sly forbidden ; bnt in 
thi. he wa greatly n1i ·taken. 
Call not him ~oo <l who just escapes tLe gibbt::t, 
il1'cau:,e he barely doe:, not what tl1 law:s prohibit . 
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1'here ·was once a gentlen1an so pa~­
sionately attached to his horse, as to be 
in constant fear lest son1e one shonld 
steal it. This ridiculous fear increased 
to such a degree, that he resolved to 
cut off its tail and mane, and thus, by 
disfiguring it, to lessen the teinptation 
to steal, it. In doing this, he cut the 
tail so close as to cause a ·wound, 
·which quickly turned to n1ortifi.catioi:i; 
and his horse died in a very little ti1ne ! 

How oft have our auspicious made 
Those very ills we would evade ! 

Printed by Hodgson "& Co. Juvenile Press, 10, Newgate-st:reet. 
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