


, 

' 



PATERNAL FORGIVENESS, 

EXE~PLIFJED 

IN THE STORY O·F 

E~IMA WALLA·CE., 

VALENTINE AN!) UNNIONo 

LO~DON: 

Printed and Published by JAMES W A.Lus, 

No. 77, Berwick Street, Soho. 

Price Twopence. " 



P .. L\TERNAL I-tQRGIVENESS 

q-c . ~·c. 

I· - the \Vest of England lived l\1r. \Vai .. 
L-1.~c , a gentleman of hand so me fonune , 
who was left a widower at an early age 
with one infant daughter The only con­
solation he felt after the loss of a partn r 
wbom be entirely loved, was in the con­
templation of the opening charms and grace 
of his little Emma, who soon promised to 
become all that he had so much admired 
jn her deceased mother. He attended to 
her education with the ntmost care and 
ass id u it"T; nrocllrirw her instructors of every J ! 0 ~ 

kinrl, of approved merit, an<l often taking 
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that plea5ing office upon himself, for which 
hts good sense and knowledge eminently 
fitted him. 

,vith these advantages she grew up lovely 
and accornplisbed in an uncommon degree; 
.and seemed in every respect formed to com­
pfete the warmest wishes of a parent. He 
accordingly doated on her with the ex­
trernest fondness, aiid formed no other de­
:::.irc or purpasc in life than that of seeing 
he r happily and honourably established. 

Jn pursuit of this design, he did not, 
!ike most parents, cast bis eyes on wealth 
or rank. Convinced from impartial ob­
.-,ervation, that happiness in the conjugal 
s.talc is only to be expected from a mutual 
confirnied relish for sober and rational feli­
{:tty, the first and greatest requisite he 
looked for in a son-in-law was a mind 
formed to steady and habitual virtue. The 
c haracter nsnally distinguished by the t-itlc 
of '»urn ef pleasure wa::: thm·efore tbe object 

f his most rooted aversion and dread, 
CZ 



Emma had received from nature that 
,-

dubious gift, a heart of exquisite tender-

ness and sensibility. Tbis, while it made 

her return her father's fond nes$ witb the 

warmest filial affection, rendered her also 

liable to attachments of a stronger and more 

dangerous kind. Unpractised in the world, 

she did not look at mankind with the dis­

cerning eyes of her father ; and where 'she 

saw an amiable appeanmce, she was easily 

led to imagine that every thing else was 

correspondent. 

A yowng officer happened to be quar­

tered in the towu where she lived, who, to 

a most pleasing figure a:1d address, added 

a manner aD<l conversation the mo~t spe­

cious and insinuating that could be co11-

cei ved. He appeared all softne rs and re­

finement, at the time that bis heart was 

vitiated by tl..~ loosest principles, and most 

confirmed habits of debaucherv. Accide11t ., 

gave him an opportunity of commen.cing 

an acquaintance with Emma, before her 
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fa ther was aware of the danger to wl1ich ~Le 
was cxpos~d. The impression he made was 
t oo strong to be ~r;idicated; and althou gh 
ter father, as soon as he discovered tbe 
connection, used every art of p e rs-nasio n, 
anJ every ex ertion of parental authority to 

di ·ol ve 1 t, h~ wa s u na.ble to succeed. 
As; 1\lr. "\V.dlacc constantly refused hi s 

consent to ;rn union, t'.1e unhappy cons~~ 
q uenccs of which be clearly forsesaw , the 
love r~ bad no other resource to gratify th c i r 

1 ;:i,ss:on than e1 opement. It was long bcfor~ 
one ed ucated in the hc1.bi t.s and principles 

( 3 



that had so carefully been implanted i.n 

Emma, could resolve upon so rash and 

guilty a step; but at length it was cleter­

minecl on and effected; and tl1e unfortunate 

daughter was too late con vinceu of the 

drearlful exchange she had made, of the 
caresses of the most inuulgent of parents, 

for the fugitive ernbra.ces of an abandoned 

and fa it hless husband. 

Justly incensed as her father ·was, she 

durst not aUernpt to soften his resentment, 

which, founded upon an act of disobedience 

that overthrew all his dearest bopcs, was 

likely to be slecifast and durable. After 

suffering a variety ·of misery, both in mind 

and bod y , in fol!rnring a husb:wd who 

treated her with brutal neglect, , he buried 

him in a garrison abroad, and returned to 

England in the utmo.-t inc..ligencc th~ tbiru 

year after hGr marriage, with a s0ri about 

t wo years old. 

She bad tbe good fortune to meet with 

a comfortable asyll!m sooa after her arrival., 



at the house of a lady who had been h~r 

mother's most intimate friend. By ber, s11e 

was treated with all the kin dness of a pc1.­

rent; and ber bc,nefactor, desirous of dning 

l1er still more essential service, resolved to 

attempt the arduous task of reconci ling he r 

to her father. As this lady>s good sense 

was equal to her benevoknce, she was se n­

sible th:::t in order to succeed in such an 

at tern pt, it was not ad viseable to make a 

direct application, wbich would give re­

sentment an opportunity of being heard as 

·well as natural affection; but first to awaken 

his paternal feelings, anJ then urge the snit 

while the impression was still warn1. ShP. 

hall ioon an opportunity fo!" exec uting her 

plan. 
I\lr. V/allace, wlto l,rnd alw::iy''> kept up 

an intcrc(rnrsc of strict friends!iip w1th h~•r, 

came to pay her a vi sit. l!: was contrived 

.:!i:.hat Emn\~'s child, one of t!1c loveliest c'1i1-

cl::e n ever beheld, should careles~ly enter 

the room, aud play aboul amo11g thG- c~m-
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pany. It soon caught the eye of l\Ir~ 
Wallace, ,.,,ho was ah-rays extremely fond 
of child1~en, and he a ked the lady to whom 
the charming boy belonged. "To a friend 
of mine," she slightly answered, and turnecl 
the discourse to some other s ubject. The 
child attracted more and more of Mr. 

\ VaJ ;ace's notice. He called i t to him, set 
it on h15 kn ee , and by seve r..i I ac ts of en­
d earme nt re11de reJ it fa mili a r w ith h im . 
The boy, pl eased wilh the notiC\1 take n o( 
him, e xerte<l all his littl e powca:-s of end 
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gaging, an<l at lengtl1 elltirely won the heart 

of his unknown grandfather. 

The lady of the house, who had been an 

attentive though sileut observer of this pro­

gress of affection, now came up, took the 

little one in her arms, and kissing it, cried, 

"Heaven help thee, sweet boy ! thou bast 

a troublesome woi:ld to struggle through ! 
This little child," continued she, addressing 

herself to :rvtr. "\Vallace, · " has already lost 

" his father-and its mother, a most amiable 

" creature, is_ left almost destitute of sup­

" port." lv1r. "\;Va1lace ,,,.as touched to the 

soul. He took the child from tbe Jadyt 
and embracing it with tears in his eyes­

" Heaven help thee, iudecd !" says he­

" but if thou art destitute of all other 

~' friends, I wilf be a friend to tfoee ! Pray, 

'' l\1adam, ,rill it n9t be impertinent to in­

" quire more particularly into the circum­

,, stances of the lady's situation?" "She 

" is now in my house, Sir," says she, " and 
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will inform you herself. 17 On this, she 
nrng a bell, when Emma, dressed in deep 
mourning, enteted, and rushing across the 
room, threw herself at her father's feet. 
With a voice choaked in tears she could 
only say, ': Forgive me; Sir! forgive me.a 
He rerpained a while in suspeuce, looking 
firs.tat his daughter, then at the child-at 
length the tears began to flow ; and catch­
ing Emma in his arm~-" I do forgiYe thee, 
" my poor child!'' says be, "from my 
'! soul I do; all that is past shall be forgotten: 
~~ this little angel makes amends for all.'' 

~his sudqen stroke of felicity was too 
much for Emma, who fainted in her fatl1er's 
arms~ A scene of ,tender confusion ensued, 
which however soon terminated in trans­
ports of ~ffection and gratitude ; and the 
~ady, whose benevolent ingenuity had 
bro-qght about the happy event, received 
~he rpost heart 0 fdt satisfaction from , her 

1
~pcc - s, 
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J7ALE1VT/l\!E and UJ.Vl\7ION. 

AT the siege of Nam or by the A Hies, there 
were in the ranks of the comrany com­
manded by Ca rtai 11 Pi ncent, in Colonel Frc=:­
derick Hamilton's regiment, one Unnion a 
corporal, and one Valentine a private ce n­
tinel: there happened between these two 
men a dispute about an affair of love, which, 
upon some aggravation, g-rew to an irre­
concileable hatred. Unnion being the officer 
of Valentine, took all opportunities even to 
strike his rival, ancl profess t!Je spite and · 
revenge which moved him to_ it. ';{'he cen­
tineJ bore it without resistance; but fre­
quently said, he would die to be revenged 
of that tyrant. They had spent whole 
months in this manner, the one injuring, 
the other complaining; when i.n the midst 
of this rage towards each other, they were 
commanded upon the attack of the castle, 
where the corporal received a shot in the 
thigh, ancl fell ; the French pressing on, and he expecting to be trampled to death, called 



otit to his enemy: " Ah, Valentine ! can 
vou leave me here ?t' Valentine i mmeJiate­
·1y rnn back, and in the mid5t of a tbick fire 
of the Fref;'lch took the corporal upon his 
back, and brought him through all that 
danger as far as the abbey of Salfine, where 
a. cannon ball took off his head: his body 
fell under his etrnmy whom he was carrying 
off. Unruon immediately forgot hiswound, 
rose np, tearing bis ha~r2 and then threw· 
himoelf upon the bleeding· carcas-e, crying, 
"Ah, Valentine! was it for rne who have 
so barbarouslv used thee, - that thou hast 
died? I willvnot live after thee." He was 
not by any means to be forced from the 
body, but was removed with it bleeding in 
his arms, and attended with tears by all their 
comm les who knew their enmity. When 
he was brought to a tent, his wounds were 
dressed by force ; but the next day stiil call­
i.rig upon Valentine, and lamenting his cru­
elties to him, he die.d . in the pangs of rc­
mor9e. 

THE END. 
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