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THE 

l~anc_afhire Collier Girl. 
A TRUE STORY. 

l N · a fi~~il village in Lancafhire there lived a 
few years ago ; an induflrious man and his wife, 

who had fix children. The man -himfelf nfed to 
work in a neighbouring colliery, \vhllc the wife 
took care of the family, attended aJf<? to their lit­
tle fatm, and minded the d:iiry, and when all her 
.other work was done, fhe ufed confiantl y to fit 
down to fpin. It will naturally be fuppofed that · 
the children of foch a mother, even when very 
young, were not ruffered t9 be idle. · The elddt 
daugbter worked with the mothe_r at the fpinning­
wheel, which fbe learnt to think a very pleafant 
employment, and Ihe fometimes accompanied her 
work with ~ cheerful hymn, or a good moral fong, 
which her parents had taken care to teach her .. 

But the fecond daughter of the name of A1ary 
is the chief fobjea of the prefen.t ftory ; when this 
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girl ,vas nine years old, the honeft co1li~r finding 
t-bat he had but little employment for her abo,·e 
ground, took her to work with him down in the 
coal-pit, together with one of his boys, who was 
\hen no more tha_n feven _years of age. There t\\'O 

children readily put their ftrength to the bafket; 
dragging the coals from the workmen to the mouth 
of the pit; and by their joint labo urs they did the 
duty of one of tlwfo men, who arc common1 ,' cnl­
]ed ·,. the drawers", clearing th<;rcby no le{~ than 
fcven fl1 i lli ngs- a week for thci r parents. It mull: 
be owned to b-e not 1rnpoffible, that they may ha,·e 
fometirncs e}:ertcd themfolves even beyond their 
firrngth; which is now end then the care with pttle 
children, t h,·ouµ)1 the f ri u l L of tbofe who ex a El: 
the work from them; but fince in this cafc the 
father had an eye to them during the hours of 
labour, while they had a prudent and tender mo­
ther alfo, to look after them at home, ti)ere is no 
pr1rticular reafon to fuppofi, that at the time of · 

1 

which we are now fpeaking, they were ever 
· much over~worked. . 

· Here then let us Hop to remark how different 
was the cafe of this numerous family from that of 
many others, in the fame humble fituation of life. -
NJ.a-;j, and her brother, fo Jar 'from being a burthen'j 
were bringing a little fortune to theil' parents, 
even ·when they :were eight or rcn years old: all 
the family were getting forward by the belp of 
thcf'c little creatures, a11d their worldly comforts " 

\\'ere nov1 increafii1g on every Gde. 
But alas! in the mid ft. Qf this cheerful and con- · 
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[ 4- J -
tented diligence, on one fatal day, while the good 

· man was in the afc of fixing a bafker, in order to 
its being wound up, the children firnding near 
him in the coal-pit, fame ftones fe11 from the top 
of the pit, one of which fell on the father's head, 
and kdled him on the {j)ot. \Vhal a melancholy 
e·vent was this 1 fome dd.mal circumfiances a Ho 
remain to be told, which ""·ere the confequences 
of it; but in order to rclr~ve the pain of rny read­
er, 1 \\:)il here rcnnrk, that the mon: grievous af_ 
fliBions are often appointed by providence, to be 
the means, in one way or other, of calling fome ex­
traordinary virtue into exercifc; and accordingly 
we !ball fee that the calamity 'which is now ft)Oken 
of, will introduce 111arJ', the young collier girl, to 
the farther goo<l opinion of the reader. 

The mother, on hearing the news of her buf­
hand's death, together \\~irh the dcfcription of the 
fad accident which gave occafion to it, received 
fuch a fl1ock, that her mind was not able to bear 
up under it; foe became djfordered in her under­
fianding, nor did fhe to the end of her life rec9-
ver her frnfes. Being now rendered extremely 
he! p1e/s, {he was feparated from her children by 
tbe pari{h officer~, who continu-ed to take the 
charge of her for the fpace of five years. A f11ort 
time after the fathe(s death, the cldefl: daughter, 
(the fpinner) m~rried, and went from borne; two 
of the brothers, (of the ages of nine and feven.) 
were bound apprentices by the parifh, wh ich alfo 
took the charge of two otbf rs, (0~1c three years 
oJd, ·the other an infant) unLil they fhould be 

11-.dii c i en tl y 
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fufficiently grown up to be bound out a I fo . . 

In this place 1 cannot avoid obferving, what a 
b1effing it is to poor people in thi - country tb at pari{h 
oflicers are obliged,-in all fuch cafes of ncceffity 
as that of which I am now fpeaking, to give mainte­
nance to thofe, who apply to tl1cm, and what a pity 
it is that this wife and merciful provi.Gon of our law 
fhould eve1~ be abufed . . ~Mary, the girl of whom 
we are giving the hifiory , having been already 
trained to indufiry, was by no means di r po feel to 
-feek any unneceffary help from the parifh, and 
being novv between eieven and twelve ye_ars 
old, {he determined to maintain herfelf, like a Vit­
tle independent woman, by her ufual work in the 
coal-pit, where fhe was gerreraJl y able after tb is time 
to earn at leaft a fhilling a day j in three or four 
years afterwards earning no lels than two {hillings. 
And now I would afk my young femaie readers, 
what they thir.k was the rnanner in which fhe em- · 
ployed ;11 tliis fruit of her indu(lry ? Do y'ou 
imagine that fl1e laid it out in vanity of dn-fs, in 
nice eating and .drinkin·g, or other necdlef> 
expence ? or do you fuppofe that fhe .v/ould now . 
indulge herfelf in idlenefs on one or ·two clays irJ 
the week, becaufe fhe had got enough for herfelf. 
to live upon during tbe four or five working days? 
no: .I trufl you will have formed no foch ·expec­
tation: I hope you will be well aware,wha~Marydid ., 
with her mone~, by having already refle8ed what · 
you would hq.ve done with it in the like cafe·. 

· She in the firfl: place relea:fed the pariili . from the 
burthen o.f maintaining her mother, which fhe did· 
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as foon as !he was arrived at the age of fi xteen, 
be111g· extremely a-nxious to take this poor difor­
dcred belplefs parent home to live with herf'elf: 
fhe then relieved the parifh officers from the 
charge of one of her brothers , and fhe continued 
to provide for him, until he died. J-Iaving been 
taught never to confider her duty as done, while 
a'ny part of it feemed to be left undone, fhe after­
wards undertook the maintenance of one of her 
other brothers, who remair-1ed with her cl uring 
fixteen weeks illnefs, at the end of which period 
fhe followed him to the grave, burying him at her 
own expence. After aboutfeven years the mother 
died al lo, and was buried in like manner by this 
dutiful child, without any ailifi.ance from the pa­
rifh. 

If any of my readers !hould here inquire, how 
it coul9 be poffiblc for fo young a child to fup­
port all thefe relations, many of them being· alfo 
0cca:fiona]ly very burthenforne through their 
ficknefs? the an fwer is, that in the cafe of thefe ex­
traordinary calls upon her, fhc ufed to betake 
berfelf' to extraordinary labour, fometirnes earning 

· no le[s than three fbil1ings and fix-pence in the 
four and twenty hours, by taking {vbat is <:alled 
" a do.u ble turn'' in the coal-pi ts. 

The ready fu·bmiffion of AI-ary to her parents 
when fhe was in early life, i~ fo p1eaGng a part of 
her chara8er, that it may be proper in this place 
aga1n to m ake a remark · upoi1 it. Let my 
young reade rs rcco1le8: that in fubmiffion to the 
command of her father, or rather to that law of 

God 
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God which enjoins parental obedience,- fhe cheer­
fully followed him down into the coal-pit, burying 
herfelf in the bowels of the earth, and there at a 
tender age, without ex-cufing herfelf on account of 
her fex, fhe joined iB the fame work with the mi­
ners, a Tace 9[ men rough indeed, but highly 
ufefol to the commu,nity) of ,vhom I am alfo hap­
py to fay that they have the- charaEter of being 
honefl and faithful, as well as remarkably cou­
rageous, and that they have given moreover fame 
firiking inflances of their readinefs to receive 
religious i nflru8ion, when offered to them. 
Among thefe men, to their honor be it fpoken, 
Mary's virtue was fa Fe, and after the death of her 
father: fl1e is even faid to have recej ved prote8:ion) 
as well as affifiance from them; her fatigue hav­
ing been fofnetimes leffe-ned, through their lending 
her a helping han_d, with great feeling and kind­
nefs. 

But though A1ary's mind was naturally f.lrong, 
and her confiitution of body was very !tout 

alfo, yet towards the end _of the period which 
has been fpoken of, fhe began to be bowed down 

, in fame meafure, by tbe affiiaions and labors­
which fl1e had endured. It w'<is evident that fhe 
had now _been led to exert berfelf beyond her 
fl:rength. I-Iow lamentable is it , that while fo 
many people in the world are .'idle, and are con­
tracting difeafes both of body and mind, from the 
abundance of their riches, and from the want of 
{ome wholefome and ufeful exercife, there Ihould 

be any bending like k!my, under their work, hidden 
IH 
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in coal-pits, or from fome caufe or other removed 
from obfervation ! what a pity is it I •fay, that the 
former fl1ould not employ a little of their time and 
money in endeavouring to find thefe difireffed 
obje8s! And I may alfo add, how lam 0 nt~ble a 
thing is it, that while fa m any poor people are 
feen, who are apt to complain too foon, there 
fhou-ld be any, who do not tell their difireffes to 
thole who can hel p them ( which 1 truft however 
does not often happef1) til l it is almofi too late! 

I was obferving that lvf cny began a boutthis time 
evidently to lofehedhength. and her head was alfo 
troubled by fame of thofe flrange and unpleafant 
imaginations, which are known by perfons con­
verfant with the difeafes of the poor, to be no 
unufual con~equence of bad food, and great bodi­
ly fatigue, joined with exceffiv_e grief. At firft fi1e 
was not aw are that fhe laboured under any di ford er, 
forfhe had feldom experienced ill health, while her 
relations were alive ; and it feems probable that 
.the comfort which ilie derived from the refleElion­
of affording them fupport, and the pleaGng fenfa­
tions which arore dtiring the exercife of her atten­
tion to them, had ferved · both to keep np her 
fpirirs, and to prevent her conftitution from break-
ing down. -

I trnft · it is not f uperflitions to fuppofe that 
when fincere chrifbans come, as Marv now did, 
into ver•y trying circumflances, they ✓ may hope, 
notwithHanding any appearances to the contrary, 
to experience fiill, in one way or other, the pecu­
liar bleffing of Heaven; I do not expcEl that fuch 

perfons 
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perfons will be free from pain, pov rty, or fick­
nefa, or other worldly evils, for it is often quite the 
-contra,ry, but then I believe that thefe ve1 y afflic­
tions will be made the means of e11creafing their truft 
in God, and prove in the end, (I mean either here or 
hereafter) to have been en ti rel ydefigned for their good. 

The calamities- of ~~1. ary were now rifen to fud1 a 
height, that thofe who arc not acc:uftomed Lo view 
things in this religious and moft comforting light, 
might be ready to imagine that the Almighty had 
forfakenher, and that there is little ufe in ferving him. 
Let us here number up her affiiElions. She had feen 
with her own eyes the dreadful death of her father, 
fhe had for a long time witnefJed the affeRing con­
dition of her rnother, who ufed to follow her about 
the houfe, without knowing the hand by which fhe 
was fupported; }1Iary, befides this, had attended the 
long and drooping ficknefs of her two brothers; and 
now, having fallen 'fick herfelf, being both weak in 
body, and fadly enfeebled in her mind, {he was 

- dwelling all alone in a little c01nfortlefs habitati011, 
having been deprived by death of every one· of 
thofe dear relatives, the fight of whom had mapy a . 
time cheered her fpirits, while the idea of fupplying 
then1 with a comfortable fubfiflence, had been ufed 
to f weeten her erl)ployment, and lighten the feverity 
of her toil. 

It was at this period of her extremity that it pleaf~ 
ed God to rai!c up for her forne kind friends, in t~e 
m ~rnner ·which I {hall now defcribe. 

A lady of the fame village heard that a fervant'.s 
place was vacant in a neighbouring fa.111i.ly, and_ad-

, vifed 
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vifed Mary, feeble a·s ihe was, to -prefent hei·felf 
there, as a candidate to fill- this comparativel~v eafy 
and . comfortable fituation. A ccordingly the poor 

girl, with an anxious heart, went to offer herfervices; 
1he mentioned, with her uf ual honefty, what had 

been the habits of her former life, and what was the 

fia te of her health alfo: it foemed, undoubtedly much 
againflher in terefito do fo, butitwasperfectlyrigbt ; 
111d hrnv can any of 11s hope for the bleffitig of Goel, 
or expea any true comfort in our tninds when , e 
fall into affliction, if we fly to unfair means of ref­
cuing ourfelves out of it; and inftead of trufti11g 
in God, trufi to our own little frauds, and crooke 
ed contri vane es. -

The anfvvcr lnade to lv!ary's appHcation was un­
favonrable, for it was thought,- and indeed it was 
gontlr hinted~ that a young woman, hi therto io much 
cxpofcd as fhe had b~~cn, was not like1y to prove a 
very fit inmate in a fobcr private family . 

.N1 ary fdt very keenlv this unhappy fufpidon 
againfl her charaErer; but vdi<it could fhe do ? fhe 
walked very qu_ietJy awa)', with a co,vn-caft look, 
and with · mind quite broken down by this frcfh 
iffii8ion and difaficr. The owners of the rnanfion 
happened ho wever to obferve her cou~tenance, and 

the peculiarmocldtyof her manrier, as fuewas taking 
her d eparture, for her patient and fi.1ent grief touch­

ed them far mo re fe nfi bly tban any loud com­

plain ts _ could have dune, and- they theref(,re 

determined to , make Corne inquiries concerning 
her. The gentleman went himfelf on tl_1e 
f e c;i y to the cJ lliery, where th~ maficr of tl.e 
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pit replied to his queflion.s, nearly in the followin.g 
terms. '~ Sir, faid he, fhe is a poor girl that has 
over-worked herfelf, for {he has undertaken what 
we call taflt work, · which is very hard labour; fhe 
is one of the beft girls that ever I knew, and is re­
fpeaed by all ·the colliers, and though { added he) I 
cannot deny that now and then my men rnke a cup 
too much, which is apt to make them fometimes 
quarrelfome, yet they never fuffer a bad word to 
be f po ken or an affront to be offered to a girl in 
the pit, without punifhing the fellow \,iho may be 
g':lilt y, and making him heartily afharnedof hi i"nielf." 

This rule of decenty and propriety to warqs young 
,vomen, eflabli{hed by a fct of coarfe miners, is 
here recorded for the benent of fome of thofe per­
fons, who.are pleafed to call themfelves their betters. 

The Gentleman, after a very minute and f.111 ex­
amination, was fo well fa.tisfied of the good ch2.rac­
ter _of Mary, . that fhe was received into his fervice, 
in which fue has now been living comfortably for 
about · the fpace of fix years. ' I--f er health is re­
covered, her habits of diligence are fii11 very great, 
and ihe is fuid to be of a ren1arkably -modefl:, hum ble 
and con;ented fpirit. It may not be .improper to 
mention, that the r11after of the houle in which ilie 
is has furnifhed all the material~ of this ftory. 

I will now t;lke leave of my readers, by remark­
ing, that the little tale which I have been reciting, 
feems t:o me to hold out the following ufeful leffons. 

In the fir_fi place, I think it may teach the poor, 
tnat they can feldon1 b~ in any condition of life fu 
low, as to prevent_ their ,rifing to fome degree qf 
independence, j.f they chufe to exert themiel v~s, 

and 
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and that there can be no fituation whatever fo mean, 

as to forbid the pra8ice of many noble virtues. - It 

rnay infhuR the rich not to turn the poor from their 

doors, merely on account oT firfi. appearances,_ but 

rather to examine into. their charaRe,r, expe8ing 

fometimes t9 find peculiar :i:nodefty and merit, even 

in the moft e:X:pofed fi tuations. This fiory alfo 

n1ay encourage the afflicted to ferve and trufl God 

in e\1 ery extrerr1ity: and finally, it may teach all de .. 

_fcriptions of perfons, who may have to pafo through 

dangerous and trying circumftances, that they rn9-y 

cxpeR the divine protection and bleffing, pFovided 

they are not neediefsly throwing themfelves in the 

way of temptation, but are endeavouring Eke 11it1 ary­

" to learn and labor truly to get · their own living, 

" ~nd to do their ~duty in that ftate of l~fe, . unto 

'~ which it hath pleated God to caH them." 

On the 1fl of June 179;:h will be Publi_;71ed. 

A S.~mdaYi Read,ing; entitled, the Begga-dy B0y a religious 

- Parable.-The ShepherdofSa.lifbun1 Plain, 

Part II.-Vv ild Robert, a ~al lad. 

On the 1Ji oj :July. 

-A Sunday- Reading.-The good I'v1otber's Le('Tacv.­

and the Newcafile Collier, a Ballad. 
0 
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On tlze 1fl of Augu!l. 
/ -

A Sunday Reading.-The Happy Vvaterrnan, and a Ballad. 

-
On the 1fl of September. 

A Sunday Readii;ig.-The conceiteJ Farmer, ·Part I. 

and a Ballad . 

.And ot!zer Pieces on a Similar pLan, on the 1fl of every Af.ontlz. 
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