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Lancafhire Collier Girl

A TRUE STORY.,

N 'a {mail village in Lancathire there lived a
few years ago,” an induftrious man and his wife,
who had fix children. The man himfelf ufed to
work'in a neighbouring colliery, while the wife
took care of the family, attended alfo to their lit-
tle farm, and minded the dairy, and when all her
other work was done, fhe ufed conflantly to fit
down to fpin. It will naturally be fuppofed that.
the children of fuch a mother, even when very
young, were not (uffered to be idle.  The eldeft
daughter worked with the mother at the fpinning-
wheel, which fhe learnt to think a very pleafant
employment, and fhe fometimes accompanied her
work with a cheerful bymn, or a good moral fong,
which her parents had taken care to teach her,
But the fecond daughter of the name of Mary
is the chief (ubje&l ofthe prefent flory : when this
' : girl
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girl was nine' years old, the honeft collier finding
that he had but little employment for her above
ground, took her to work with him down in the
coal-pit, together with one of his boys, who was
then no more than feven years of age. Thele two
children readily put their firength to the bafket;
~ dragging the coals from the workmen to the mouth
of the pit; and by their joint Jabours they did the
duty of one of thofe men, who are commonly cal-
Jed “the drawers', clearing thereby no lefs than
feven fhillings a week for their parents. Tt muflt
be owned to bemnot impoffible, that they may have
fometimes exerted themfelves even beyond their
firength ; which is now and then the cafe with little
children, through the fault of thofe who exatt
the work from them; but f{ince in this cafe the
father had an eye to them during the bours of
labour, while they had a prudent and tender mo-
ther alfo, to look after them at home, there is no
particular reafon to fuppofe, that at the time of
which we are now {peaking;, they were ever
-much over-worked. A i

Here then let us flop to remark how different
was the cafe of this numerous family from that of
many others, in the fame humble fituation of hife."
Mary and herbrother, {o far'from beinga burthen,
were bringing 4 little fortune to their parents,
even when they were eight or ten years old : all’
the family were getting forward by the help of
thele little creatures, and their worldly comforts’
were now increafing on every fide.

But alas! in the midfk of this cheerful and con-
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tented dl]wence on one fatal day, while the good
“man was in the act of fixing a bafket, in order to
its being wound up, “the' children ﬂgndmo near
him in the coal: -pit, fome ftones fell from the top
of the pit, one of which fell on the father’s head,

and killed him on the fpot. What a ‘melancholy
event was this! fome difmal circumfitances alfo
remain to be told, which were the confequences
of it; butin order to relieve the pain cf my read-
er, I will here remiark, that the moft grievous af-
flittions are often appointed by providence, to be
the means, in one way or other, of calling fome ex-
traordinary virtue into exercifec; and accordingly
we fhall fee that the calamity which is now fpoken
of, will introduce Mary, the young collier girl, to
1he farther good opinion of the reader.

The mother, on hearing the news of her huf-
band’s death, toouher wuh the defcription of the
{fad acciucnt whlcn gave occafion to it, received
fuch a fhock, that her mind was not able to bear
up under it; the became difordered in her under-
{tanding, nor did fhe to the end .of her life reco-
ver her fenfes. Being now rendered extremely
help‘el‘s fhe was feparated from her children by
the parith officers, who continuéd to take the

charge of her for the fpace of five years. A fhort
time after the father’s death, the eldeft daughter,
(the fpinner) married, and went from home ; two
ofthe brothers, (of the age% of nine and foven. )
were bound apprentices by the parifh, which alfo
took the charge of two others, (r)n° three years
old, the other an infant) unul they fhould be
fufliciently
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fufficiently grown up to be bound out alfo..

In this place 1 cannot avoid obferving, what a
blefiingitis topoorpeoplein this country, that parifh
officersare obliged, in all fuch cafes of neceflity
asthat of which 1 am now fpeaking, to give mainte-
nance to thofe, who apply to them, and what a pity
itisthat this wife and merciful provifionof ourlaws
fhould ever be abufed. - Mary, the girl of whom
weare giving the hiftory, having been already
trained to indufiry, was by no means difpofed to-
feek any unneceflary help from the parifh, and.
being now between eleven and twelve years:
old, fhe determined to maintain herfelf, like a lit-
tle independent woman, by her ufual work in the
coal-pit, where fhe wasgenerally able after thistime
to earn at leaft a fhilling a day; in three or four
years afterwards earning no lefs than two fhillings,
And now I would afk my young female readers;
what they think was the manner in which fhe em-!
ployed <all this fruit of her induftry ?° Do you
imagine that fhe laid it out in vanity of drefs, in
nice eating and drinking, or other necedlefs
expence ! or do you fuppofe that the would now.
indulge herfelf in idlenels on one oritwo days in
the week, ‘becaufe fhe had got enough for herfelf
to live upon during the four or five working days?
no: I truft you will bave formed no fuch expec-
tation : I hope you will bewell aware what Marydid:
with her money, by having already refle€led what:
- you :would have done with it in the like cafe.
‘She 1in the firft place releafed the parifh’ from the
burthen of maintaining her mother, which fhe did
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as foon as the was arrived at the age of fixteen,
being extremely anxious to take this poor difor-
dered helplefs parent home to live with herlelf:
fhe then relieved the panth officers from the
charge of one of her brothers, and {he continued
to provide for him, until he died. JHaving been
taught never to confider her duty as done, while
any part of it feemed to be left undone, the after-
wards undertook the maintenance of one of her
other brothers, who remained with her during
fixteen weeks 1llnefa, at the end of which penod
fhe followed him to the grave, burying him at bher
own expence. After about feven years the mother
died allo, and was buried in like manner by this
dutiful chlld without any afliftance from the pa-
rith.,

If any of my 1eadera fhould here inquire, how
it could be poffible for fo young a child to fup-
port all thefe relations, many of them being alfo
occaﬁom;ly very burthenfome through = their
fickne{s ? the an{wer s, that in the cafe of thefe ex-
traordinary- calls upon her, fhe ufed to betake
herfelt to extraordinary labour fometimes carning
no lefs than three fhillings and fix- -pence in the
four and twemy hours, by taking what 1s called
“ adouble turn” in the coal-pits.

The ready fubmiflion of Mary to her parents
when fhe wasin early life, is fo pleafing a part of
her charafler, that itmay be properin this place
again to make a remark ’ upon it. Let my
young readers recollett that in fubmiflion to the
command of her father, or rather to that law of

God
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God which enjoins parental obedience,-fhe cheer-
fully followed him down into the coal-pit, burying
herfelf in the bowels of the earth, and there at a
_ tender age, ‘without excufing herfelfon account of
her fex, Ihejomed in the fame work with the mi-
ners, a tace of men rough indeed, but highly
ufefal to the community, of whom I am alfo hap-
py to fay that they have the charatter of being
honeft and faithful, as well as remarkably cou-
rageous, and that they have given moreover fome
ftriking inftances of their readinefs to receive
religious inftruétion, when offered to them.
Among thele men, to their honor be it fpoken,
Mary's virtue was fafe, and after the death of her
father, fhe iseven faid to have received proteétion,
as well as affiftance from them ; her fatigue hav-
ing been fometimes leffened, through their lending
her a helping hand, with great fecling and kind-
nefs.
But though Mary’s mind was naturally ftrong,

and her conftitution of body was very ﬁout

alfo, yet towards the end of the period which
has been {fpoken of, fhe began to be bowed down
in fome meafure, by the afflitions and labors
which the had endured. It was evident that fhe
had now been led to exert herfelf beyond her
ftrength. How lamentable is it, that while {o
many people in the world are idle >, and are con-
tratting difeafes both of body and mind, from the
abundanf‘e of their riches, and from the want of
fome wholefome and ufeful exercife, there Thould

beany bendinglike Mary, under theirwork, hidden
; 1t
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in coal-pits, orfrom {ome caufe or other removed
- from-obfervation! what a pity i1sit I fay, that the
former fhould not employ a little of their time and
money in endeavouring! to- find: thefe diftreffed
objeéts! And I may alfo add, how lamentable a
thing is it, that while fo. many poor people are
feen, who are apt to complain too foon, there
fhould be any, who do not tell their diftreffes to
thofe who can help them (which I truft however:
does not often happen) till it is almoft too late!

I was obferving that Mery began aboutthis time

wdently tolofe her ftrength. andher head was alfo
troubled by fome of thole firange and unpleafant
. imaginations, which are known’ by perfons con-
verfant with the difeafles  of the poor, to be no
unufual confequence of bad food, and great bodi-
ly fatigue, joined with exceffive grief. At firftfhe
was notawarethatfhe laboured under any diforder,
forfhe had{eldom experienced ill health, while her:
relations were alive ; andit feems probable that
the comfort which fhe derived from the reflettion:
of affording them fupport, and the pleafing {enfa-
tions which arofe during the exercife of her atten-
tion to them, had ferved both to keep up her
fpirits, and to prevent her conftitution from break-
ing down.

Tl it is not fuperftitious to fuppofe (hat
when fincere chriltians come,.as Mary now did,
INto very tr\mrr circumitances, they may hope,.
notwithitanding any appearances to the contrary,
to experience ftill, in one Way o other, tre pecu-
har bleffing of Heaven; I do not expeét that fuch

perfons
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perfons will be free from "pain, poverty, or fick-
nefs, orother worldly evils, for it is often quite the
contrary, but then I believe that thefe very afflic-
tions will be made the means of encrealing their truft
in God, and prove in the end, (Imean cither here or
hereafter) tohave beenentirelydefigned fortheir good.
The calamities of Mary were now rifen to {ucha
height, that thofe who arc not accuftomed to view
things in this religious and moft comforting light,
might be ready to imagine that the Almighty had
for{fakenher, and that there is little ufe in ferving him.
Let us here number up her affliflions. She had {een
with her own eyes the dreadful death of her father,
fhe had for a long time witnefled the affetting con-
ditien of her mother, who ufed to follow her about
the houfe, without knowing the hand by which fhe
was {upported; Mary, befides this,had attended the
long and drooping fickne(s of her two brothers; and
now, having fallen fick herfelf, being both weak in
body, and fadly enfeecbled in her mind, fhe was
-dwelling all - alone in a little comfortlefs habitation,
having been deprived by death of every one of
thofe dear relatives, the fight of whom had manya
time cheered her {pirits, while the idea of fupplying
them with a comfortable fubfiftence, had been ufed
to fweeten her employment, and lighten the {everity

of her toil.

It was at this period of her extremity that it pleaf-
ed God to raife up for her fome kind friends, in the
manner which I thall now defcribe,

A lady of the fame village heard that a fervant’s
place was vacant in a neighbouring family, mldgd&

viie
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vifed Mary, feeble as fhe was, to prefent herfelf
there, as a candidate to fill this comparatively eafy
and comfortable fituation. ~ Accordingly the poor
girl, with an anxious heart, went to offer herfervices;
{he mentioned, with her ufual honefty, what had
been the habits of her former life, and what was the
ftate of her health al{o: it feemed undoubtedly much
againfther intereftto do {o, butitwasperfefly right;
and how can any of us hope for the blefiing of God,
or expett any trife comfort in our minds when we
fall into affliflion, if we fly to unfair means of ref-
cuing ourfelves out of it; and inftead of trufting
in God, truft to our own little’ frauds, and crook-
ed contrivances. .

~ The anfwer made to Mary's application ‘was un-
favourable, for it was thought,- and indeed it was
gently hinted, that 2 young woman, hitherto {o much
expofed as fhe had been, was not likely to prove a

very fit inmate in a fober private family. |
Mary felt very keenly this unhappy fufpicion
againfl her charatter; but what could fhe do? fhe
walked very quictly away, with a down-caft look,
and with 2 mind quite broken down by this frefh
affliGtion and difafier, ' The owners of the manfion
happened however toobferve her countenance, ‘and
the peculjar modefty of her manner, as fhe was taking
her departure, for her patient and filent grief touch-
ed them far more fenfibly than any loud com-
plaints  could have ‘done, and they therefore
determined to make [ome inquiries concerning
her,  The = gentleman = went himfelt on the
fame day to the calliery, where the mafter of the
pit
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pit replied to his queftions, nearly in the following
terms.  * Sir, faid he, fhe is a poor girl that has
over-worked herlelf, for fhe has undertaken what
we call tafk work, “which is very hard labour; fhe
1s one of the beft guls that ever I knew, and is re-
{petted by all the colliers, and though (added he) I
cannot deny that now and then iy men take a cup
too much, which is apt to make them f{ometimes
quarrclfome, yet they never fuffer a bad word to
be {poken or an affront to be offered to a girl in
the plt, without punifhing the fellow who may be
~ guilty, and making him heartily athamedof hi: nielf.”

This rule of decency and propriety towards young
women, eftablifhed b)f a et of coarle miners,  is
here recorded for the benefit of fome of thofe per-
fons, who are pleafed to call themfelves their betters.

The Gentleman, aftera very minute and fuli ex-
amination, was fo well {atisfied of the good charac-
ter of Mary,. that the was received into his fervice,
in which fhe has now been hving comfortably for
about the {pace of fix years. “Her health 1s re-
covered, her habits of diligence are {till very great,
and fhe 1siald to be of axcmdrkably modeft,; humble
and contented fpirit. It may not be simproper to
mentlon, that the mafter of the houle in which the
is has furnifhed all the materials of this ftory.

I will now takeleave of my readers, by remark-
ing, that the little tale which I have been reciting,
feems to me to hold out the ﬁ)llowmg ufeful leflons,
~ In the firft place, I think it may teach the poor,

that they can feldom be in any condition of life fo
low, as to prevent their nﬁng to {ome degree of
mdependence, if they chufe to exert them{dves,
and
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and that there can be no: fination: whatever fo mean, |
a5 to forbid the pragtice of many noble virtues. It
may inftruct the rich not to turn the poor from their
doots, merely on account of firft appearances, but
rather to examine into their charatter,  expeéting:
{ometimes to find peculiar modefly and merit, even
in the ‘moft expofed fituations. This flory alio’
may encourage the afflited to ferve and truft God'
in ‘every extremity : and finally, it may teach all de-
{eriptions of perfons, who may have to pals through®
dangerous and trying circumffances, that they may’
cxpett the divine protettion and bleffing, provided:
they are not needlefsly throwing themfelves in'the .
way of temptation, but are endeavouring like Mary-
¢ {o learn and labor truly to get “their own living,
« and to do their duty in that ftate of life, unto’
« which it hath pleafcd God to call them.” i
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