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ADVERTISEMENT.

N difpofing the order of the following work, we have not

thought it neceffary to confine ourfelves {trictly within the
rules prefcribed by fyftematic writers on this part of Natural
Hiftory ; as it was not fo much the obje&t of our plan, to lay
down a methodical arrangement of the various tribes of four-
footed animals, as to give a clear and concife account of the’
nature, habits, and difpofition of each, accompanied with more
accurate reprefentations than have hitherto appeared in any work
of this kind. Our difregard of fyftem, however, has not pre-
vented us from attending to the great divifions of Quadrupeds,
fo obvioufly marked out by the hand of Nature, and fo clearly
diftinguifhed, that the moft carelefs obferver cannot avoid being
forcibly ftruck with an agreement of parts in the outward ap-
pearance of the different individuals of which each confifts.

The intermediate ftations, however, have not been always fo
clearly defined ; thefe are frequently occupied by characters fo
dubious, that naturalifts have not always agreed in afcribing to
each its proper place : Of this kind are the Elephant, the Hip-
popotamus, the Rhinoceros, 'the Cameleopard, the Badger, the
Beaver, the Hedge-hog, the Sloth, the Jerboa, &c. which bear
in themfelves charatteriftics fo peculiar, that they might {eem to
conftitute diftin& genera, and fo confpicuous, that they cannot
eafily be overlooked nor forgotten in the general group.

We have endeavoured to lay before our readers a particular
account of the animals with which our own country 1s abundantly
ftored, efpecially of thofe which fo materially contribute to the
ftrength, the wealth, and the happinefs of this kingdom ; of thefe
the Horfe, the Cow, and the Sheep claim the firft place ; and in
treating of thefe, we have noticed the improvements which an
enlarged fyftem of agriculture, fupported by a noble fpirit of
generous emulation, has introduced into all parts of the country.

1t may perhaps be thought neceffary to offer fome apology for
the evident want of proportion obfervable in the fizes of the dif-
ferent animals ; a defe&t to which every work of this kind muft,
in fome meafure, be liable. In adverting to this, we found, that
at whatever point, between the Elephant and the Moufe, the
{cale were to be fixed, a great and unavoidable ' deficiency would
be the confequence ; we were therefore obliged to relinquith a
plan, which, {o far from being practicable, would have been the
means of throwing the whole into irregularity and confufion,
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THE various excellencies of this noble animal, the

grandeur of his ftature, the elegance and propor-
tion of his parts, the beautiful fmoothne{s of his fkin, the
variety and gracefulnefs of his motions, and above all, Lis
ufefulnefs, entitle him to a precedence in the hiftory of
the brute creation.

There are fewsparts of the known world where the
Horfe is not produced; but if we would {fee him in the
enjoyment of his native freedom, (unfubdued by the re-
ftraints man has impofed upon him) we muft look for him
in the wild and extenfive plains of Africa and Arabia,
where he ranges without controul, in a ftate of entire in-
dependency. In thofe immenfe tracts the wild Horlfes

A may



2 HISTORY OF QUADRUPEDS.

may be {een feeding together, in droves of four or five
hundred; one of them always afting as centinel, to give
notice of approaching danger: This he does by a kind of
fnorting noife, upon which they all fly off with aftonifh-
ing rapidity. The wild Horfes of Arabia are efteemed
the moft beautiful in the world: They are of a brown co-
lour, their mane and tail of black tufted hair, very thort;
they are fmaller than the tame ones, are very active, and
of great {wiftnefs. The moft ufual method of taking
them is with traps concealed in the fand, by which they
are entangled and caught.

It is probable there were
once wild Horfes in Europe, which have long fince been
brought under fubje&tion. Thofe found in America were
originally of the Spanifh breed, fent thither upon its firft
difcovery, which have fince become wild, and {pread
themfelves over various parts of that vaft continent.
They are generally fmall, not exceeding fourteen hands
high; with thick heads and clumf{y joints: Their ears
and necks are longer than thofe of the Englifh Horfes.
They are eafily tamed; and if by accident they are fet at
liberty, they feldom become wild again; but know their
~ mafter, and may be eafily caught by him.

‘The Horle, in his domeftic ftate, is generous, docile,
fpirited, and yet obedient; adapted to the various pur-
pofes of pleafure and convenience, he is equally {fervicea-
ble in the draught, the field, or the race.

There is {carcely an Arabian, how poor foever in other
refpects, but is poffefled of his Horfe, which he confiders
as an invaluable treafure. Having no other houfe but a

" tent to dwell in, the Arabian and his Horfe live upon the
moft equal terms: His wife and family, his mare and her
foal, are often feen lying indifcriminately together; whilft

the
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the little children frequently climb without fear upon the
body of the inoffenfive animal, which permits them to
play with and carefs it without injury. The Arabs never
beat their Horfes; they fpeak to, and feem to hold friend-
ly intercourfe with them; they never whip them, and
feldom, but in cafes of neceflity, make ufe of the {pur.
Their agility in leaping is very great; and if the rider
happen to fall, they are fo tractable as to ftand ftill in the
midft of the moft rapid career. The Arabian Horfes are
of a middle fize in general, lefs than thofe of this country,
ealy and graceful in their motions, and rather inclined to
leannefs.—It is worthy of remark, that there, inftead of
crofling the breed, the Arabs take every precaution to
‘keep it pure and unmixed: They preferve with the great-
eft care, and for an amazing length of time, the races of
their horfes—Thofe of the firft kind are called Nobles,
being ¢ of a pure and ancient race, purer than milk.”
They have likewife two other kinds, which have been de-
graded by common alliances, and fell at inferior prices.
From Arabia the race of Horfes has probably extended
into Barbary and other parts of Africa, thofe being confi-
dered as next to the Arabian Horfes in {wiftnefs and beau-
ty, though they are ftill fmaller. The Spanifth Genette is
alfo held in great eftimation; like the former they are
fmall, but beautiful, and extremely {wift. The Horfes
of India and many parts of China are extremely fmall and
vicious: One of thefe was fome years ago brought into
this country as a prefent to the queen, which was very
little larger than fome mafliffs, meafuring only nine hands
in height.
In Great-Britain the breed of Horfes feems to be as
mixed as that of its inhabitants. By great attention to the
At im=
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improvement of this noble animal, by a judicious mixture
of feveral kinds, and by fuperior fkill in management, the

Englith
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is allowed to excel thofe of the reft of Furope, or per-
haps the whole world. For fupporting a continuance of
violent exertion, (or what is called, in the language of

the

* The following account of the prizes won by fome of our capi-
tal Race-Horfes, will thew the importance of that breed in Eng-
land, where fuch vaft fums frequently depend on the iffue of their
contefts :

Bay MavTow, (by Sampfon) the property of the late Marquis of
Rockingham, in feven prizes won the amazing fum of 5;900l. At
York he run four miles in feven minutes and forty-three and an half
feconds, which was feven and an half feconds lefs time than was
ever done before over the fame courfe.

Caro, a famous Horfe bred by George Bowes, Efq; of Gibfide,
won the firft king’s plate run for at Newcaftle upon Tyne. Befides
which, he won five king’s plates, and near 3,000l. in fundry prizes.

CHILDERS, (well known by the name of Flying Childers) the pro-
perty of the Duke of Devonflire, was allowed by {portfmen to be
the fleeteft Horfe that ever was bred in the world: He ftarted at
Newmarket feveral times againft the beft Horfes of his time, and

was
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the turf, bottom ) they are fuperior to the Arabian, the
Barb, or the Perfian; and for {wiftnefs they will yield
the palm to nome. . An ordinary Racer is known to go
at the rate of a mile'in lefs than two minutes; but there
have been inftances of much greater rapidity: The fa-

Ag mous

was never beaten: He won, in different prizes, to the amount of
nearly 2,000l.; and was afterwards referved as a ftallion.—The
fire of Childers was an Arabian, fent by a gentleman as a prefent
to his brother in England.

DorimaNT, a famous Horfe belonging to Lord Offory, won
prizes to the amazing amount of 13,363 1.

LitTtLe DrivER (by the famous Childers) won 1,450l in so0l.
plates; and beat, at different times, forty-four running Horfes,
which had colle&ively won two hundred and three prizes.

Ecripse was allowed to be the fleeteft Horfe that ever ran in
England fince the time of Childers. After winning king’s plates
and other prizes to a great amount, he now covers, by fubfcription,
forty mares, at thirty guineas each ; befides thofe of his owner.

GimcRrACK won prizes to the amount of above ss000l. He like-
wife ran a match in France, of twenty-two miles and an half within
the hour, for a confiderable fum.

HIGHFLYER was accounted the beft Horfe of his time in England.
The fums he won and received-amounted to near 9;0001. though he
never ftarted after five years old. He was never beat, nor ever paid
a forfeit.

MaTcHeMm, a Horfe belonging to the late W. Fenwick, Efq; be-
fides being a capital racer, was particularly remarkable as a ftallion
and may be truly faid to have earned more money than any other
Horfe in the world. He was engaged, for the lattér nine years of
his life, to cover twenty-five mares, at fifty guineas a mare ; and
was uncommonly fuccefsfyl in the celebrity of his progeny, having
been fire to many of our moft famous running Horfes. He was re~
markable for being the quieteft ftallion that ever was known; to
which, perhaps, may be attributed his great age, being in the thir-
ty-third year of his age when he died. .

PyrruUs won upwards of 12,5001.

SHARK won, befides a cup value 120gs, and eleven hogtheads of
glaret, the amazing fum of 15,507gs, in plates, matches, and for-

eits.

The moft extraordinary inftance of flectnefs, in a trotting pace,
Wwe remember to have feen recorded, was performed, on the sth of
July, 1788, for a wager of thirty guineas, by a Horfe, the proper-
ty of a gentleman of Billiter-fquare, London. He trotted thirty
miles in an hour and twenty minutes, though he was allowed, by
the terms of the bet, an hour and an half
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mous Horfe Childers has been known to move eighty-
two feet and an half in a fecond, or nearly a mile in a
minute ; he has run round the courfe at Newmarket,
which is little lefs than four miles, in fix minutes and
forty feconds.

- =
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is a happy combination of the Race-Horfe with others of
{uperior ftrength, but inferior in fwiftnefs; and may be
confidered as the moft ufeful breed of Horfes in Europe.
Geldings of this kind are {ent over to the continent (where
their {uperior worth is univerfally acknowledged) in great
numbers, and fold at very high prices to foreigners of the
firft diftin&ion. The mixture of this with others of infe-
rior rank forms an endlefs variety, the different gradations
becoming too minute to be difcriminated.

Tae
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No other country has produced a breed of Horfes equal
in fize and ftrength to the larger kind of our draught
Horfes. The cavalry of England is in general formed of
this clafs of Horfes; but their inutility being experienced
in fome fituations, others of a lighter and more active
kind have been fubftituted in a few regiments. The fens
of Lincolnfhire generally produce a larger breed than any
other part of the kingdom. In London there have been
inftances where a fingle Horfe of that kind has drawn,
for a fmall {pace, the enormous weight of three tons,
half of which is known to be their ordinary draught.

A 4 ‘ THE
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Tueg Common CART-HORSE

is inferior to the laft in fize and ftrength: His form is
heavy, his motions flow, and his afpeét without fprightli-
nefs; he is neverthelefs extremely ufeful, and is employed

in the bufinefs of agr:culture and other domeftic con-
cerns.

D oo ¥ o e e —

Till of late years Pack-Horfes were employed, in the
northern counties of England, to carry the different ma-
nufaltures and articles of trafic from one part of the
kingdom to another; but the improved ftate of our roads
has caufed that mode of conveyance to be almoft entirely
laid afide. In their journies over tracklefs moors they
ftrictly adhere to the line of order and regularity cuftom
has taught them to obferve: The leading Horfe, which
is always chofen for his fagacity and fteadinefs, being
furnifhed with bells, gives notice to the reft, who follow
the found, and generally without much deviation, though

fometimes
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fometimes at a confiderable diftance. The following in-
ftance will thew with what obftinate perfeverance they
have been known to obferve the line of their order:—
Some years ago one of thefe Horfes, which had been
long accuftomed to follow his leader, by accident or fa-
tigue was thrown into an inferior rank; the poor ani-
mal, as if fenfible of his difgrace, by the moft {trenuous
exertions at length recovered his ufual ftation, which he
maintained during the remainder of the journey; but, on
his arrival in the inn-yard, he dropped down dead upon
the fpot, his life falling a facrifice to his ambition—A
fpecies of heroifm we muft admire even in the brute cre-
ation.

Although the Horfe is endowed with vaft ftrength and
powers, he feldom exerts either to the prejudice of his
mafter: On the contrary, he feems to participate in his
pleafures, and fhares with him in his labours; generous
and perfevering, he gives up his whole powers to the fer-
vice of his mafter; though bold and intrepid, he reprefles
the natural vivacity and fire of his temper, and not only
_yields to the hand, but feems to confult the inclination of
his rider.

But it muft continue to be matter of regret to every
feeling mind, that thefe excellent qualities thould be often
thamefully abufed in the moft unneceflary exertions; and
the honeft labours of this noble animal thrown away in the
ungrateful tatk of accomplithing the purpofes of unfeeling
folly, or lavifhed in gratifying the expectations of an in-
temperate moment. .
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HIS ufeful and hardy animal is the offspring of the

Horfe and the Afs, and being barren, furnifhes us
with an indifputable proof that the two {pecies are per-
fe&ly diftin&. Nature has providently ftopped the fur-
ther propagation of thefe heterogeneous productions, to
preferve, uncontaminated, the form of each animal; with-
out which regulation the races would, in a fhort time, be
mixed with each other, and every creature lofing its ori-
ginal perfetion, would rapidly degenerate.

The common Mule is very healthy, and will live above
thirty years: It is found very ferviceable in carrying bur-
thens, particularly in mountainous and ftony places where
Horfes are not fo fure-footed. The fize and firength of
our breed has lately been much improved by the importa-
tion of Spanifh Male-Affes; and it were much to be wifh-
ed that the ufeful qualities of this animal were more at-
tended to: For by proper care in its breaking, its natural
ebftinacy would be in a great meafure corrected; and it

might
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might be formed with fuccefs, for the faddle, the draught,
or the burthen.

People of the firlt quality in Spain are drawn by Mules,
where fifty or fixty guineas is no uncommon price for one
of them; nor is it {urprizing, when we confider how far
they excel the Horfe in travelling in a mountainous coun=
try, the Mule being able to tread fecurely where the for-
mer can hardly ftand. Their manner of going down the
precipices of the Alps, the Andes, &c. is very extraordi-
nary; and with it we will conclude their hiftory. In thefe
paflages, on one fide, are fteep eminences, and on the
other, frightful abyfles; and, as they generally follow the
dire@ion of the mountain, the road, inftead of lying in a
level, forms at every little diftance fteep declivities, of fe-
veral hundred yards downward. Thefe can only be de-
{cended by Mules; and the animal itfelf {feems fenfible of
the danger, and the caution that is to be ufed in fuch de-
fcents. When they come to the edge of one of thefe de-
fcents, they ftop without being checked by the rider; and
if he inadvertently attempt to {pur them on, they continue
immoveable. They feem all this time ruminating on the
danger that lies before them, and preparing themfelves
for the encounter. They not only attentively view the
road, but tremble and fnort at the danger. Having pre-
pared for the defcent, they place their fore feet in a pof-
ture, as if they were ftopping themfelves; they then alfo
put their hinder feet together, but a little forward, as if
they were going to lie down. In this attitude, having
taken as it were a furvey of the road, they flide down with
the fwiftnefs of 2 meteor, In the mean time, all the rider
has to do is to keep himfelf faft on the faddle without
checking the rein, for the leaft motion is fuflicient to dif-

order
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order the equilibrium of the Mule; in which cafe they
both unavoidably perifh. But their addrefs in this rapid
defcent is truly wonderful; for in their {fwifteft motion,
when they feem to have loft all government of themfelves,
they follow exactly the different windings of the road, as
if they had previoully fettled in their minds the route they
were to follow, and taken every precaution for their {afe-
ty. In this journey the natives place themfelves along the
fides of the mountains, and holding by the roots of the
trees, animate the beafts with fhouts, and encourage them
to perfevere. Some Mules, after being long ufed to thefe .
journies, acquire a kind of reputation for their fafety and
fkill ; and their value rifes in proportion to their fame.

THE



HISTORY OF QUADRUPEDS. 13

- e LIS S - P

HE Afs, it is probable, was originally a native of
Arabia and other parts of the eaft: The deferts of
Lybia and Numidia, and many iflands of the Archipelago,
contain vaft herds of wild Affes, which run with fuch
amazing {wiftnefls, that even the courfers of the country
can hardly overtake them. They are chiefly caught by
the natives on account of their fleth, which is eaten by
them, and confidered as a delicious repaft. 'The fleth of
the common or tame Afs is however drier, more tough,
and difagreeable than that of the Horfe; Galen fays it is
even unwholefome: Its milk, on the contrary, is an ap=-
proved remedy for certain diforders. The wild Afs is
not f{treaked like the Zebra, (with which it has often
.been confounded) nor is his form fo beautiful: His figure
refembles that of the common Afs, his colour is brighter,
and he has a white fireak extending from his head to his
tail.
‘The Afs, like the Horfe, was originally imported into
America
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America by the Spaniards, where it has run wild, and
multiplied in a great degree. Ulloa informs us, that, in
the kingdom of Quito, they hunt them in the following
manner :—A number of perfons on horfeback, attended
by Indians on foot, form a large circle in order to drive
them into a narrow compafs, where at full {peed they
throw a noofe over them, and having fecured them with
fetters, leave them till the chace is over, which frequently
lafts for feveral days. They have all the {wiftnefs of
" Horfes; and neither declivities nor precipices can retard
them in their flight. When attacked, they defend them-
felves with their heels and mouths with fuch activity,
that, without flackening their pace, they often maim
their purfuers.

A warm climate is moft favourable to the growth of
this animal: The Afs produced in this country, is much
inferior in fize and beauty to thofe of Spain and other
warm countries: In Guinea they are larger and more
beautiful than even their Horfes: In Perfia they have two
kinds, the one flow and heavy, which is made ufe of for
carrying burthens; the other, nimble, {mooth, and ftate-
ly, ufed chiefly for the faddle. They are managed as
Horfes; and, like them, are taught to amble. They ge-
nerally flit their noftrils to give them more room for
breathing. Many of thefe are fold as high as forty or
fifty pounds.

Holingfhed informs us, that in the reign of queen
Elizabeth there were no Afles in this country: How
“foon after they might be introduced is uncertain. How-
ever they are at prefent naturalized in this kingdom,
where their utility becomes daily more univerfally expe-
zienced.

The
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The qualities of this animal are fo well known as to
need no defcription: His gentlenefs, patience, and per-
feverance, are without example: He is temperate with
regard to food; and eats contentedly the coarfeft and
moft neglected herbage: If he give the preference to any
vegetable, it is to the plantain, for which he will neglect
every other herb in the pafture. In his water he is fingu-
larly nice, drinking only from the cleareft brooks. He is
fo much afraid of wetting his feet, that, even when load-
en, he will turn afide to avoid the dirty parts of the road.

He is ftronger, in proportion to his fize, than the
Horfe; but more fluggifth, ftubborn, and untra&able.
He is healthier than the Horfe; and, of all other quadru-
peds, is leaft infefted with lice or other vermin, which is
probably owing to the extreme hardnefs and drynefs of his
fkin. For the fame reafon, perhaps, he is lefs fenfitive
of the goads of the whip, or the ftinging of flies.

He is three or four years in coming to perfection; and
lives to the age of twenty, or fometimes twenty-five
years. He fleeps much lefs than the Horfe; and never
lies down for that purpofe but when he is much fatigued.
The She-Afs goes eleven months with young; and fel-
dom produces more than one at a time.

The fervices of this ufeful creature are too often repaid
by hard fare and cruel ufage; and being generally the
property of the poor, it partakes of their wants and their
diftrefles: Whereas, by due cultivation and care in its
education, the Afs might be ufefully and profitably em-
ployed in a variety of domeftic purpofes, and in many
cafes fupply the place of the Horfe, to which only it is
fecond, though generally degraded into the moft ufelefs
and neglected of domeftic quadrupeds. ;

THE
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HICH many authors have miftaken for a wild Afs,

g :V is the moft beautiful, as well as the wildeft, moft
timid, and untameable animal in nature. Being larger
than the Afs, it rather refembles the Mule in fhape: Its
head is large; its ears longer than thofe of the Horfe 5 its
legs beautifully {mall, and well placed; and its body well
formed, round, and flefhy: But the beauty of its thape is
greatly heightened by the glofly {moothnefs of its ikin,
and the amazing regularity and elegance of its colours,
which in the male are white and brown, and in the fe-
male white and black, ranged in alternate ftripes over the
whole body, in a ftile fo beautiful and ornamental, that
it would at firft fight feem rather the effect of art than the
genuine production of nature: The head is ftriped with
fine bands of black and white, which form a center in the
forehead: The neck is adorned with ftripes of the fame
colour running round it: The body is beautifully varie-

gated.
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zated with bands running acrofs the back, and ending in
points at the belly: Tts thighs, its legs, its ears, and even
its tail, are all beautifully fireaked in the fame manner.

The Zebra inhabits the fouthern parts of Africa, where
whole herds are feen feeding in thofe extenfive plains that
lie towards the Cape of Good Hope. However their
watchfulnefs is fuch, that they will {uffer nothing to come
near them; and their {wiftnefs fo great, that they eafily
leave their purfuers far behind.

Such is the beauty of this creature, that it feems by na-
ture fitted to gratify the pride, and formed for the fervice
of man; and it is moft probable that time and alliduity
alone are wanting to bring it under fubjeGtion. As it re-
fembles the Horfe in regard to its form as well as man-
ner of living, there can be little doubt but it poflefles a fi-
militude of nature, and only requires the efforts of an in-
duftrious and fkilful nation, to be added to the number of
our ufeful dependants. Neverthelefs its liberty has hi-
therto remained uncontrouled, and its natural fiercenefs
has as yet refifted every attempt to fubdue it: Thofe that
have been brought to this country, have difcovered a de-
gree of vicioufnefs that rendered it unfafe to approach
them too familiarly; but it is by no means to be con-
cluded from hence, that they are untameable.

They have continued to be wild, becaufe they are na-
tives of a country where the wretched inhabitants have no
other idea of advantage from the animal creation than as
they are good for food, paying more regard to that which
affords the moft delicious repaft, than to delicacy of co-
louring, or beauty of conformation.

Quaggas or wild Afles, an animal hitherto but little
known, and not much defcribed, abound in the fame

B country,
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country, and have been miftaken for Zebras of the female
kind; but are now known to be a diftint fpecies. They
live in herds, and are faid to be extremely {wift.

OF RUMINATING ANIMALS.

F all animals thofe that chew the cud are the moft
harmlefs, and the {ooneft brought under fubjetion.
The great obligations we are under to thofe of this clafs,
render them objects of the higheft importance to us: We
are nourifhed with their milk, we are fupported by their
fleth, and we are cloathed and warmed with their fleeces;
their harmleflnefs and innocence endear them to us, and
claim from us that protection their natures feem to re-
quire: In return for which, they fupply us with the ne-
ceflaries and comforts of life.
‘We fhall begin with thofe of the Ox kind, as claiming
the firlt rank, from their fize, their beauty, and ufefulnefs.

T*rE
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THE COMIMON BULL anp COW.

F all animals, except man, the Cow feems mofk
O extenfively propagated: It is equally capable of
enduring the rigours of heat and cold; and is an inhabi-
tant of the frozen as well as the moft fcorching climates.
Other animals preferve their nature or their form with
inflexible perfeverance; but thefe in every relpect fuit

B2 themfelves
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themfelves to the wants and conveniences of mankind..
In no animal is there to be met with a greater variety of
kinds; and in none a more humble and pliant difpofition.

The climate and paftures of Great-Britain are well a-
dapted to the moderate nature of this animal; and we are
indebted to the variety and abundance of our wholefome
vegetables for the number and excellence of our cattle,
which range over our hills, and enliven our plains; a
fource of inexhauftible wealth—the pride and boaft of
this happy country.

Being deftitute of the upper fore-teeth, the Cow pre-
fers the high and rich grafs in paftures to the fhort and
more delicate herbage the Horfe generally fele&s. For
this reafon, in our Englith paftures, where the grafs is
rather high and flourithing than fucculent and nutritious,
the Cow thrives admirably; and there is no part of Eu-
rope in which this animal grows larger ¥, yields more
milk, nor fattens fooner.

It has often been remarked, that the Horfe and Sheep
impoverifth the f{oil on which they graze; whilft the paf-
ture where the Cow is fed, acquires a finer furface, and
every year becomes more level and beautiful: For the
Horfe fele@ts the grafs that is moft delicate and tender,
and being furnithed with fore-teeth on each jaw, nips it
clofe, and frequently pulls it up by the roots, thereby
preventing its future growth and propagation: The Sheep
alfo, though formed.like the Cow with refpect to its
teeth, only bites the mofl fucculent parts of the herbage.

* Two Oxen, bred and fed at Howick, in the county of North-
umberland, were killed in March, 1787, at the age of {even years :
They meafured from the head to the rump nine feet eight inches,
the height at the fhoulder was five feet ten inches, and weighed
ene hundred and feventy-eight ftone five pounds each.

Thefe
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Thefe animals therefore cut the fine grafs too clofely, and
fuffer the high weeds and ranker grafs to vegetate undif-
turbed, and overrun the paftures.

The age of the Cow is known by its horns: At the age
of four years a ring is formed at their roots, and every
fucceeding year another ring is added. Thus by allow-
ing three years before their appearance, and then reckon-
ing the number of rings, the creature’s age may be ex-
altly known.

The quantity of milk given by the Cow is very diffe-
rent: Some will yield only about fix quarts in one day,
while others give from ten to fifteen, and fometimes even
twenty. . The richnefs of the pafture contributes not a
little to irs encreafe. 'There have been inftances of Cows
giving upwards of thirty quarts of milk in one day. In
fuch cafes there is a neceflity for milking them thrice.
From the milk of fome cows twelve or fourteen pounds
of butter are made in a week.

It has been advanced by fome naturalifts as a general
principle, that neither animals, nor parts of animals, ap-
pear to be primarily intended for the ufe of man; but are
only capable of a fecondary application to his purpofes:
Yet it muft be allowed, that, in many inftances, what
they term the fecondary ufe is fo manifeft and important,
that it cannot, with propriety, be fuppofed to be excluded
from the original defigns of the all-wife Creator: And it -
muft be allowed, that the Cow, in its faculty of giving
in fuch abundance, and with {o much eafe, its milk,
which forms fo rich and nutritive an aliment for the hu-
man {pecies, is a ftriking example of this {fubordination
tp the interefts of mankind: For this animal differs, in
fome parts of its organization, from molt others, having

B a



22 HISTORY OF QUADRUPEDS.

a larger and more capacious udder, and longer and thicker
teats, than the largeft animal we know. It has likewife
four teats, while all other animals of the fame nature have
but two. It alfo yields the milk freely to the hand, while
moft animals, at leaft thofe that do not ruminate in the
fame manner, refufe it, except their own young, or fome
adopted animal, be allowed to partake.

The Cow, having four teats, is a {triking peculiarity s
The number in all other animals bearing fome proportion
to the number of young ones they bring forth at a time
as in-the Bitch, the Cat, the Sow, &c.

The Cow will yield her milk as freely, and will conti-
nue to give it as long, without the aid of the calf, as if it
were permitted to fuck her conftantly. This is not the
cafe with the Afs; which, it is well known, will foon
grow dry, if her foal be not permitted to fuck part of her
milk every day.

Upon the whole, it appears, that the property of yield-
ing milk, without the young one, is confined to thofe
kinds of ruminating horned animals which have cloven
hoofs, four ftomachs, long inteftines, are furnithed with
fuet, and have no fore-teeth in the upper jaw 3 that
Cows, Sheep, Goats, and Deer, are of this kind, and no
other; and that the Cow has this property in a more emi-
nent degree than athers, owing to the capacioufnefs of
her udder, and the fize and form of her teats.

By great induftry and attention to their breed, and by
judicious mixtures with thofe of other countries, our
horned cattle are univerfally allowed to be the fineft in
Europe; although fuch as are purely Britith are inferior
in fize to thofe on many parts of the continent. The
large fpecies now propagated in moft parts of England,

are
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dre cither entirely foreign, or our own greatly improved
by a crofs or mixture with the foreign kind. The Hol-~
ftein or Dutch breed has been introduced with great {uc-

cefs; and from thefe the Lincolnfhire kind derive their
fize.
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The Lancathire breed forms a variety of a fmaller fize,
with wide fpreading horns, and ftraight backs; their hair
is finely curled; and the elegance and regularity of their
thape render this the moft beautiful race of cattle this
kingdom produces. Farther North they are {till {maller;
and in the Highlands of Scotland they are very diminu=-
tive, being not larger than an Afs. Of thefe large droves
are yearly brought out of that country to fatten in the
fouthern parts of the kingdom, where they {oon greatly
improve,

The Cow feems more liable te changes from its pafture
and climate than any other quadruped: In the different
parts of this narrow ifland we can trace a wonderful va-

B a riety
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riety of thefe animals produced by the richnefs or poverty
of the foil. In fhort, in every part of the world the Cow
1s found either large or {mall, in proportion to the rich-
nefs or poverty of its food. Among the Eluth Tartars,
where the paftures are remarkably rich and nourithing,
the Cow grows to fuch an amazing fize that a tall man
" can fcarcely reach the tip of its thoulder. In France, on
the contrary, where this animal is ftinted. in its food, and
driven from the beft paftures, it greatly degenerates.

In Great-Britain, the Ox is the only horned animal that
will apply his ftrength to the fervice of mankind ; ‘and in
general, is more ‘proﬁtable than the Horfe for the plough
or the draught. There is {carcely any part of this animal
without its ufe: The fkin is made into various kinds of
leather; the hair is mixed with lime for plaif’befing; the
bones are made ufe of as a fubftitute for vory, and being
calcined, are ufed by the refiner as an abforbent to carry
off the bafer metals in refining filver, &c.; ‘combs, and
many other articles, are made of the horns; we are fup-
plied with candles from the tallow ;. and from the feet ig
procured an oil of great ufe in preparing and loftening
leather ; befides the well-known benefits derived from
butter, milk, and cheefe; its blood, gall, liver, and urine,
have their refpeive ufes in manufaGtures and medicine.

The Cow goes nine months with young, and feldom
produces more than one at a time,

WILD
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There was formerly a very fingular fpecies of wild cat-
tle in this country, which is now nearly extinét. Nume-
vous herds of them were kept in feveral parks in England
and Scotland; but have been de{troyed by various means ;

and
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and the only breed now remaining in the kingdom, is in
the park at Chillingham-caftle, in Northumberland.

The principal external appearances which diftinguith
this breed of cattle from all others, are the following :—
Their colour is invariably white; muzzles black; the
whole of the infide of the ear, and about one-third of the
outfide, from the tip downwards, red*; horns white,
with black tips, very fine, and bent upwards: Some of
the Bulls have a thin upright mane, about an inch and an
half or two inches long.

At the firft appearance of any perfon, they fet off in
full gallop ; and, at the diftance of two or three hundred
yards, make a wheel round, and come boldly up again,
tofling their heads in a menacing manner; on a fudden
they make a full ftop at the diftance of forty or fifty yards,
looking wildly at the object of their furprize; but upon
the leaft motion being made, they all again turn round,
and fly off with equal {peed, but not to the fame diftance;
forming a fhorter circle, and again returning with a bolder
and more threatening afpect than before, they approach
much nearer, probably within thirty yards; when they
make another ftand, and again fly off: This they do fever-
al times, fhortening their diftance and advancing nearer,
till they come within ten yards, when moft people think it
prudent to leave them, not chufing to provoke them fur-
ther; for there is little doubt but in two or three turns
they would make an attack.

The mode of killing them was perhaps the only modern
remains of the grandeur of ancient hunting :—On notice

* About twenty years fince, there were a few with BLACK
EARs; but the prefent park-keeper deftroyed them ;—fince which
period there has not been one with black ears.

beiny
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being given, that a wild Bull would be killed on a certain
day, the inhabitants of the neighbourhood came mounted,
and armed with guns, &c. fometimes to the amount of
an hundred horfe, and four or five hundred foot, who
{ftood upon walls, or got into trees, while the horfemen
rode off the Bull from the reft of the herd, until he {tood
at bay; when a markfman difmounted and fhot. At
fome of thefe huntings twenty or thirty {thots have been
fired before he was fubdued. On fuch occafions the
bleeding victim grew defperately furious, from the fmart-
ing of his wounds, and the fhouts of favage joy that were
echoing from every fide: But from the number of acci-
dents that happened, this dangerous mode has been little
pratifed of late years, the park-keeper alone generally
fhooting them with a rifled gun, at one fhot.

When the Cows calve, they hide their calves for a
week or ten days in fome fequeftered fituation, and go
and fuckle them two or three times a-day. If any per-
fon come near the calves, they clap their heads clofe to
the ground, and lie like a hare in form, to hide them-
felves. This is a proof of their native wildnefs; and is
corroborated by the following circumitance that happened
to the writer of this narrative, who found a hidden calf,
two days old, very lean, and very weak :—On {troking
its head, it got up, pawed two or three times like an old
Bull, bellowed very loud, ftepped back a few fteps, and
bolted at his legs with all its force; it then began to paw
again, bellowed, ftepped back, and bolted as before; but
knowing its intention, and ftepping afide, it miflfed him,
fell, and was fo very weak that it could not rife, though
it made feveral efforts: But it had done enough: The
whole herd were alarmed, and coming to its refcue,

obliged
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obliged him to retire; far t’he dams will allow no perfon
to touch their calves, without attacking them with impe-
tuous ferocity.

When any one happens to be wounded, or is grown
weak and feeble through age or ficknefs, the reft of the
herd fet upon it, and gore it to death.

"The weight of the Oxen is generally from forty to fifty
{tone the four quarters; the Cows about thirty. The
beef is finely marbled, and of excellent flavour.

Thofe at Burton-Conftable, in the county of York,
were all deftroyed by a diftemper a few years fince.
They varied flightly from thofe at Chillingham, having
black ears and muzzles, and the tips of their tails of the
fame colour; they were alfo much larger, many of them
weighing fixty ftone, probably owing to the richnefs of
the pafturage in Holdernefs, but generally attributed to
the difference of kind between thofe with black and with
red ears, the former of which they ftudiouily endeavoured
to preferve.—The breed which was at Drumlanrig, in
Scotland, had alfo black ears.
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is a variety of the Ox kind, and s chiefly to be met with
in the extenfive forefts of Lithuania :

almoft equal to the elephant, and is
are red and fiery, the horns thick and thort,

head covered with a quantity of curled hair
thort and ftrong,

It grows to a fize
quite black ; the eyes
and the fore-
; the neck is
and the fkin has an odour of muik.
The female, though not fo big as the miale, exceeds the
largeft of our Bulls in fize - Neverthelefs her udder is ex.-
tremely {mall. Upon the whole, however, this animal,
which greatly refembles thofe of the tame kind
owes its variety to its natural wildnefs, and the
the paftures where it is produced.

> probably
richnefs of

Rz
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differs from the reft of the Ox kind in having a large
lump between its thoulders almoft as high as that of a ca-
mel: He has a long thaggy mane, which forms a kind of
beard under his chin; his eyes are fierce; his forehead
large, and his horns extremely wide. It is dangerous to
purfue him, except in forefts abounding with trees large
enough to conceal the hunters. He is generally taken in
pits covered with branches of trees and grafs, on the op-
pofite fide of which the hunters tempt the animal to pur-
fue them; and the enraged creature running towards
them, falls into the trap prepared for it, and is then over=
powered and flain.

The Bifon, or the animal with the hump, is found in
all the fouthern parts of the world, though greatly differ-
ing from each other in fize and form ; while the Urus, or
the one without the hump, chiefly occupies the tempe-
rate and cold climates. The former extend throughout
the vaft continent of India, and from Mount Atlas to

the
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the Cape of Good Hope. In fome parts they are ex-
tremely large; while in others they are very fmall, fuch
as the Zebu or Barbary Cow.
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They are all equally docile and gentle, when tamed;
and are in general covered with fine glofly hair, fofter
and more beautiful than that of the common Cow. Their
humps are of different fizes, in fome weighing from forty
to fifty pounds, but in others lefs: That part is in ge-
neral confidered as a great delicacy; and when drefled,
has much the appearance and tafte of udder.

The Bifons of Madagafcar and Malabar are of the great
kind; thofe of Arabia, Petrea, and moft parts of Africa,
are of the Zebu or fmall kind.

In America, efpecially towards the North, the Bifon is
well known. They herd together in droves of from one
to two hundred, on the banks of the Miflifippi; where
the inhabitants hunt them, their flefh being efteemed
good eating. They all breed with the tame cow. The

hump,
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hump, which is only an accidental charadteriftic, gradu-
ally declines; and in a few generations, no veftiges of it
remain. Thus we fee, whether it be the wild or the
tame Ox, the Bonafus or the Urus, the Bifon or the Ze-
bu, by whatever name they are diftinguithed, and though
varioufly clafled by naturalifts, in reality they are the
fame; and however diverfified in their appearance and
properties, are defcendants of one common ftock; of
which the moft unequivocal proof is, that they all mix
and breed with each other.

The Oxen of India are of different fizes, and are made
ufe of in travelling, as {ubftitutes for horfes. Their com-
mon pace is foft. Inftead of a bit, a fmall cord is pafled
through the cartilage of the noftrils, which is tied to a
Jarger cord, and ferves as a bridle. They are {addled like
Horfes; and when pufhed, move very brifkly: They are
likewife ufed in drawing chariots and carts. For the for-
mer purpofe, white Oxen are in great efteem, and much
admired : They will perform journies of fixty days, at
the rate of from twelve to fifteen leagues a day; and
their travelling pace is generally a trot.

In Perfia there are many Oxen entirely white, with
{mall blunt horns, and humps on their backs. They are
very ftrong, and carry heavy burthens. ‘When about to
be loaded, they drop down on their knees like the camel,
and rife when their burthens are properly faftened.

Tue



HISTORY OF QUADRUPEDS.

AN
I
T HE G U.NTTENG. (.5

The Sarluc, or Grunting Cow of Siberia, from its re-
femblance to the Bifori, may be confidered as belonging
to the fame fpecies: The hair on its body is black, ex-
cept on the front and ridge of the back, where it is white :
It has a mane on the neck ; and the whole body is covered
with very long hair, which hangs down below the knees,
and makes the legs appear fhort: It has a hump on the
back ; the tail refembles that of a horfe, is white, and ve-
ry buthy: It ftrikes with its head like a goat, and is very
unruly: Its diftinguithing peculiarity is, that it makes a
grunting noife like a Hog, inftead of lowing like the Ox,
which in every other inftance it greatly refembles.

tie:

N
i

il
i

T g (o B0 oy S T, 0,

Though there is the moft ftriking general refemblance
between the Buffalo and our common Ox, both in regard
C to
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to form and nature, their habits and propenfities being
nearly fimilar, are both equally fubmiflive to the yoke,
and may be employed in the fame domeftic fervices; yet
it is certain from experience, that no two animals can in
reality be more diftinct ;—the Cow refufes to breed with
the Buffalo, while it is known to propagate with the Bi-
fon, to which it bears, in point of form, a much more
diftant {imilitude.

The Buffalo is found wild in many parts of Africa and:
India, but is moft common in the countries near the Cape
of Good Hope; where he is defcribed by Sparrman, as a
fierce, cruel, and treacherous animal: He frequently
ftands behind trees, waiting the coming of fome paflen-
ger; when he ruthes out upon him, and, after having
thrown him down, tramples him to death with his feet
and knees, tearing him with his horns and teeth, and
licking him with his rough tongue till the fkin is nearly
ftripped from the body.—The follewing accurate defcrip-
tion we owe to the fame author :—The length of the Buf-
falo, from head to tail, is eight feet; the height five and
a half; and the fore-legs two feet and a half long: From
the tip of the muzzle to the horns, twenty-two'inches:
His limbs, in proportion to his fize, are much ftouter than
thofe of the Ox; his fetlocks likewife hang nearer the
ground: The horns are fingular both in their form and
pofition; the bafes of them are thirteen inches broad, and
only an inch diftant from each otlier, having a narrow
channel or furrow between them; from this furrow the
horns affume a fpherical form, extending over a great
part of the head; the furface, from the bafe upwards to
nearly a third part of them, is very rough, and full of
cuts, fometimes an inch deep; the diftance between the

points



HISTORY OF QUADRUPELDS. 35

points is often above five feet: The ears are a foot long,
fomewhat pendent, and in a great meafure covered and
defended by 'the lower edges of the horns, which bend
down on each fide, forming a curve upwards with the
points: Their hair is of a dark-brown colour, about an
inch long, harfh, and upon thofe males that are ad-
vanced in years, ftraggling and thin, efpecially on each
fide of the belly, which gives them the appearance of be-
ing girt with a belt: They frequently roll themfelves in
the mire, of which they are very fond: The tail is fhort,
and tufted at the end: The eyes are large, and {fomewhat
funk within their prominent orbits, which are almoft co-
vered with the bafes of the horns overhanging its dang-
ling ears; this, with a peculiar inclination of the head to
one fide, which is its ufual manner, produces an afpect

at once fierce, cunning, and tremendous: The fleth of
the Buffalo 1s coarfe, rather lean, but full of juice of a

high, but not unpleafant flavour: The hide is thick and
tough, and of great ufe in making thongs and harnefs;
it is fo hard, as not to be penetrated by a common muf-
ket-ball ; thofe made ufe of for fhooting the Buffalo, are
mixed with tin; and even they are frequently flattened
by the concuflion.

In Italy, the Buffalo is domefticated, and conftitutes
the riches and food of the poor, who employ them for
the purpofes of agriculture, and make butter and cheefe
from their milk,

The female produces but one at a time, and continues
pregnant twelve months ;—another ftriking characteriftie
difference between the Buffalo and the common Cow.

C 2 TaE
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Tae ComMmmon R A M.

HE Sheep, in its prefent domeftic ftate, feems fs
T far removed from a ftate of nature, that it may be
deemed a diflicult matter to point out its origin. Cli-
mate, food, and above all, the unwearied arts of cultiva-
tion, contribute to rendér this animal, in a peculiar man-
ner, the creature of man; to whom it is obliged to truft
entirely for its protection, and to whofe neceffities it
largely contributes. Though fingularly inoffenfive, and
harmlefs even to a proverb, it does not appear to be that
ftupid, inanimate creature defcribed by Buffon, ¢ devoid
of every neceflary art of felf-prefervation, without cou-
rage, and even deprived of every inftinctive faculty, we
are led to conclude, that the Sheep, of all other animals,
is the moft contemptible and ftupid:” But amidft thofe
numerous flocks which range without controul on exten-
five mountains, where they feldom depend upon the aid
of the thepherd, it will be found to afflume a very different
character: In thofe fituations a Ram or a Wedder will

boldly
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boldly attack a fingle Dog, and often come off viCtorious :
But when the danger is more alarming, they have re-
courfe to the colleted ftrength of the whole flock. On
fuch occafions they draw up into a compact body, placing
the young and the females in the center; while the males
take the foremoft ranks, keeping clofe by each other.
Thus an armed front is prefented on all quarters, and
cannot eafily be attacked without danger of deftruction to
the affailant. ' In this manner they wait with firmnefs
the approach of the ehcmy; nor does their courage fail
them in the moment of attack: For when the aggreflor
advances within a few yards of the line, the Rams dart
upon him with fuch impetuofity as lays him dead at their
feet, unlefs he fave himfelf by flight. Againft the attacks
of fingle Dogs or Foxes, when in this fituation, they are
perfectly fecure.—A Ram, regardlefs of danger, will fome-
times engage a Bull; and his forchead being much harder
than that of any other animal, he feldom fails to conquer :
For the Bull, by lowering his head, receives the ftroke
of the Ram between his eyes, which ufually brings him to
the ground.

In the fele&tion of their food, few animals difcover
greater {agacity than the Sheep; nor does any domeftic
animal fhew more dexterity and cunning in its attempts
to elude the vigilance of the fhepherd, in order to fteal
fuch delicacies as are agreeable to its palate. Befides its
hardinefs in enduring great feverities of weather, the na-
tural inftinct of the Sheep in forefeeing the approach of a
ftorm is no lefs remarkable: In their endeavours to fecure
themfelves under the fhelter of fome hill, whole flocks
have frequently been buried for many days under a cover-
ing of fnow, and have afterwards been taken out with-

C3 out
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out any material injury. Thus beautifully defcribed by
Thompfon :—

¢ Oft the whirlwind’s wing
Sweeps up the burthen of whole wintry plains
¢ At one wide waft; and o’er the haplefs flocks,
Hid in the hollow of two neighbouring hills,
The billowy tempeft whelms.”

There have been inftances where Sheep, at the ap-
proach of a ftorm, have fled for fhelter to a neighbouring
cottage, and taken refuge under the fame roof with thelr
fhepherd.

The variety in this creature is fo great, that {carcely
any two countries produce Sheep of the fame kind ; there
is found a manifeft difference in all, either in the fize,
the covering, the fhape, or the horns.

The woolly Sheep is found only in Europe and in the
temperate provinces of Afia: When tranfported into
warmer climates, it lofes its wool, and becomes hairy
and rough; it is likewife lefs fertile, and its fleth no
longer retains the fame flavour.

No country produces finer Sheep than Great-Britain s
Their fleeces are large, and well adapted to the various
purpofes of cloathing. The Spanith fleecés are indeed
finer, but ftand in no degree of comparifon with thofe of
Lincolnfhire or Warwickfhire for weight or utility. In
Edward the Third’s time, when wool was allowed to be
exported, it brought 150,000l. per annum, at 2[. 10s.
a pack, which was a great fum in thofe days: At this
time,. when our woollen-manufactory ftands unrivalled by
any nation in the world, and every method is taken to
prevent this valuable commodity from being fent out of
th¢ kingdom, the annual value of wool thorn in Eng-

land,
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Yand, is eftimated at two millions fterling, and when ma-
aufaGured, at no lefs than fix millions.

Like other ruminating animals, the Sheep wants the
wupper fore-teeth: It has eight in the lower jaw, two of
which drop out, and are replaced at two years old; four
of them are renewed at three years, and the remainder at
the age of four. V

The Ewe produces one or two lambs at a time, and
fometimes, though rarely, three or four; bears her young
five months, and brings forth im the fpring. The Ram
lives to the age of about fifteen years, and begins to pro-
create at one. When caflrated, they are called Wedders.
They then grow fooner fat, and the flefh becomes finer
and better flavoured.

There is hardly any part of this animal that is not fer-
viceable to man: Of the fleece we make our cloths; the
fkin produces leather, of which are made gloves, parch-
ment, and covers for books; the entrails are formed into
firings for fiddles and other mufical inftruments, like-
wife coverings for whips; its milk affords both butter
and cheefe; and its fleth is a delicate and wholefome
food. :

The following remarks, taken from Mr Cully’s ¢ Ob-
fervations on live Stock,” will not be unacceptable to ma-
ny of our readers, as they convey a juft idea of fome of
the moft noted kinds of Sheep at this time in the ifland.
He begins with thofe of Lincolnfhire, which are of a.
large fize, big-boned, and afford a greater quantity of
wool than any other kind, owing to the rich, fat marfhes
on which they feed; but their flefh is coarfe, leaner, and
not fo finely flavoured as that of {maller Sheep: The fame
brecd extends, with fome variations, through moft of the

C 4 midland
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midland counties of England: But the largeft breed of
Sheep in this ifland, is to be met with on the banks of the
Tees, which runs through a rich and fertile country, di-
viding the two counties of Yorkfhire and Durham : This
kind differs from the preceding, in their wool not being
fo long and heavy; their legs are longer, but finer boned,
and fupport a thicker, firmer carcafe; their flefh is like-
wife much fatter, and finer grained: Thefe Sheep weigh
from twenty-five to forty-five pounds per quarter; fome
have been fed to fifty pounds; and one in particular was
killed, which weighed fixty-two pounds ten ounces per
quarter, avoirdupois—a circumftance never before heard
of in this ifland. The Ewes of this breed generally bring
forth two lambs each feafon; fometimes three, four, and
even five. As an inftance of extraordinary fecundity, it
deferves to be mentioned, that one of thefe Ewes, at the
age of two years, brought forth four lambs at one time,
the next feafon five, both within eleven months. The
Dorfetthire breed is likewife remarkably prolific, the Ewes
being capable of bringing forth twice a-year: It is from
thefe, that the tables of our nobility and gentry are {up-
plied with early lamb at Chriftmas, or fooner if required,
Great numbers of thofe early vitims to luxury are year-
ly fent to the London markets, where they are fold at the
enormous price of 10s. 6d. or perhaps 15S. per quarter.
The manner of rearing the lambs is curious: They are
imprifoned in little dark cabins; the Ewes are fed with
oil-cakes, hay, corn, turnips, cabbages, or any other food
which the feafon of the year affords; thefe are given
them in a field contiguous to the apartments' where the
- lambs are kept; and at proper intervals, the nurfes are
brought in to give fuck to their young ones; while the

attendants,
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attendants; at the fame time, make their lodgings perfect-
ly clean, and litter them with frefh ftraw: Great atten-
tion is paid to this, as much of the fuccefs of rearing
thefe unfeafonable productions depends upon warmth and
cleanlinefs.

The Dorfetfhire Sneep are moftly white-faced ; their
legs are long and {mall, and great numbers of them have
no wool upon their bellies, which gu es them an uncouth
appearance. They produce a {fmall quantity of wool, but
of a good -quality, from which our fine Wiltfhire cloths
are made. The mutton of thefe Sheep is very {weet and
well flavoured. The variations of this breed are {pread
through moft of the fouthern counties; but the true kind
is only to be found in Dorfetfhire and Wiltthire. There
is a breed, mot unlike this, in Norfolk and Suffolk ; but
they are all grey or black-faced.

'The north-weft part of Yorkfhire, with all that moun-
tainous tra& of country running towards Lancafhire
fouthward, and to Fort William northward, is occupied
by a hardy, black-faced, wild-looking tribe, generally
called fhort Sheep, which differ from our other breeds
not only in the darknefs of their complexions and horns,
but principally in the coarfe fhaggy wool which they
produce, not much unlike the hair growing upon a water-
fpaniel. Their eyes have a very fharp and wild caft;
they run with aftonifhing agility, and feem quite adapted
to the heathy mountains they inhabit. Their flefh is pe-
culiarly fine and high flavoured. The three great fairs
for thefe Sheep (where amazing numbers of them are
fold every year) are, Stagfhawbank, in Northumberland ;
Brough, in Weftmorland ; and Linton, in Scotland.,—
There is likewife a breed of Sheep inhabiting the fame

country
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country as the former, but peculiarly diftinguithed from
them by long, thin bodies, white legs, white faces, and
by having no horns. Their wool is fine, and thickly
planted. :

The Sheep in the low parts of Northumberland are of
a mixed breed, between the long kind, the Tees water,
and the Lincolnfhire. The mug or muff kind was for-
merly common in that county: They were fo called from
their wool growing round their heads into their very eyes,
fo as almoft to prevent them from feeing. This breed is
now nearly exploded, being confidered, by every breeder
of experience, as unproﬁtable_, from their thriving flowly,
and being very tender.

In the northern diftri¢ts of Scotland, and in many of
the iflands, there is a breed of Sheep which differs from
the others in the {mallnefs of their fize, many of them
when fed weighing no more than fix, {feven, or eight
pounds per quarter. They have dun faces, without
horns; and their wool, which is very fine, is varioufly
mixed, and ftreaked with black, brown, and red. i

To thefe various and numerous tribes of this ufeful
animal, we muft add, that, by the perfevering induftry
and attention of Mr Bakewell, of Difhley, in Leicefter-
thire, our breed of Sheep has been greatly improved; and
he has been followed by many eminent breeders, with
nearly equal fuccefs.

It {feems to be generally agreed, that in Sheep, as well
as in all other animals, there is a certain {ymmetry or
proportion of parts, which is beft adapted to the fize of
each particular animal: All thofe of each kind that ex-
ceed, or fall fhort of this pitch, are more or lefs difpro-
portioned, according to the fize they attain to; and in

the -
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the degree they are advanced beyond this line of per-
fe&tion, we find them lefs active, weaker, and always
lefs able to endure hardfhip. Thus, by felecting the
handfomeft and beft proportioned of their kinds, the ju-
dicious breeder has gradually arrived at a degree of per-
fetion in improving this animal, unknown at any former
period,

Tue Leicestersaire BREED.

The fuperior qualities of the Leicelterthire breed are,
that they will feed quickly fat at almoft any age, even on
indifferent paftures, and carry the greateft quantity of
mutton upon the {malleft bone. Their carcafes are
round, have remarkably broad backs, and thort legs 3
and to fhew the immenfe weight to which they may be
fed, we give the meafurement of a Ram of Mr Bake-
well’s, mentioned by Young in his ¢ Eaftern Tour:”—
At three years old his girt was five feet ten inches
height, two feet five inches; breadth over his thoulders,

oac
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one foot eleven inches and an half; breadth over his ribs,
one foot ten inches and an half; breadth ever his hips,
one foot nine inches and an half,

This breed is now become fo eminent, and fo much
fought after, that Mr Bakewell has this year (1788) let
out Rams, for one feafon only, for from fifty to as high
as four hundred guineas each; and we hope, in a little
time, to fee it become more general, as it is a maxim
which every farmer can eafily comprehend, that what-
ever breed the fame quantity of ‘pafture goes fartheft to-
wards feeding fat, “is certainly the moft defirable.

This valuable breed has alfo found its way into North-
umberland. Mefl. Donkin and Co. of Hexham brewery,
have procured a large ftock of both Ewes and Rams, (from
one of the latter the preceding cut was drawn). Mefl.
Culley, of Fenton, and Mr Thompfon, of Lilburn, have
alfo, by a mixture of this with other kinds, improved
their breeds of Sheep to the aftonifhment of the neigh-
bouring farmers and graziers, who are now fully con-
vinced of its great fuperiority.

We are favoured by Mr Culley with the following ac-
count of a Wedder of his breed, fed at Fenton, in North-
umberland, and killed at Alnwick in O&ober, 17847, when
four years old :—His dimenfions were as follow,— girt,
four feet eight inches and an half; breadth over his thoul-
ders, one foot three inches; over his middle, one foot fe-
ven inches and a quarter; acrofs the breaft, from the in-
fide of one fore-leg to the infide of the other, nine inches.

At the dividing of the quarters, through the ribs it
meafured feven inches and one-eighth of folid fat, cut
ftraight through without any flope; and his mutton was
of the moft beautiful bright colour: But in nothing was

he
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he fo remarkable, as in the {mallnefs of his bones. The
proprietor of -this Sheep laments, that he had not'the of-
fals exaltly weighed (by offals, we would be underftood to
mean not only the tallow, but the head, pluck, and pelt,
with the blood and entrails); becaufe it is now well
known, that this breed of Sheep has a greater quantity
of mutton, in proportion to their offals, than any other

kind we know of, and is confequently cheaper to the
confumer.
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[The drawing, from which the preceding cut was
taken, was made by Mr Bailey, of Chillingham, foon
after the Sheep had been fhorn.]

THE
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Tue DUNKY, or Dwarr SHEEP,

another variety of the Sheep kind, deferves to be noticed
for the fingular and grotefque formation of its features:
The wool growing round its head, forms a kind of hood
or ruff, béfore which ftand its thort eret ears; the un-
common protrufion of its under jaw confiderably before
the upper, by which the fore-teeth are left expofed ; and
the fhortnels of the nofe, which lies under its high pro-
je&ting forehead, altogether give it the appearance of de-
formity, and make a flriking contraft to moft animals of
the Sheep kind. = The Ram, from which the drawing
was made, came from abroad, with two Ewes, ag a pre-=
fent to a gentleman in the county of Northumberland'-
They are very {mall, and have no horns.—In Lincoln-
thire, there is a fmall kind, mentioned by Mr Culley, un-
der the name of Dunkies, which is fuppofed to be
fame with this.

the
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Tae TarTarRIAN SHEFP.

The Sheep, of which the annexed cut is an accurate
reprefentation, feem to differ from every other which we
remember to have feen defcribed. A pair of them was
brought to this country, by way of Ruffia, from the bor-
ders of Tartary. They are rather larger than the Englith
Sheep. The colour of the male is roan, or light-brown
mixed with white; that of the female, hlack and white :
Their ears are pendulous; and inftead of a tail, they have
a large protuberance of fat behind, which covers the
rump. When the drawing was made, they had juft been -
fhorn; at other times the wool is fo long and thick, that
their form cannot be well diftinguifhed.

The African or Guinea Sheep is found in meft of the
tropical climates. They are large, ftrong, and {wift;
with coarfe hairy fleeces, fhort horns, pendulous ears,
have a kind of dew-lap under the chin, and, though do-
mefticated, feem to approach neareft to a ftate of nature.

M &6
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Tue Manv-HorRNED SHEEP.

The Iceland Sheep, as well as thofe of Mufcovy and
the coldeft climates of the North, refemble our own in
the form of the body, but differ in the number of their
horns, having generally four, and fometimes eight, grow-
ing from the forehead: Their wool is long, fmooth, and
hairy: They are of a dark-brown colour; and under the
outward coat of hair, which drops off at {tated periods,
there is an internal covering refembling fur, which is
fine, fhort, and foft;—the quantity produced by each
Sheep, is about four pounds.

The broad-tailed Sheep, common in Perfia, Barbary,
Syria, and Egypt, are remarkable chiefly for their large
and heavy tails, which grow a foot broad, and fo long,
that the fhepherds are obliged to put boards with {mall
wheels under them, to keep them from galling. The
fleth of thefe tails is efteemed a great delicacy; it is of
a fubftance between fat and marrow, and eaten with the

lean
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iean of the mutton: They generally weigh from twenty
to fifty pounds each.

The Sheep, bred on the mountains of Thibet, pro-
duce wool of extraordinary length and finenefs, of which
is made the Indian fhawl, frequently fold in this country
for fifty pounds or upwards.

Tue Waracuian SHEEP.

In Walachia, théy have Sheep with curious fpiral
horns, ftanding upright, in the form of a fcrew; long
fhaggy fleeces; and in fize and form, nearly refembling
ours. They are alfo found in the ifland of Crete, and in
many of the iflands of the Archipelago. This is faid to
be the Strepficheros of the ancients.
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Tuz MOUFLON, or MUSMON,

HICH, by fome authors, has been clafled with

U w the Sheep, and by others has been referred to
the Goat kind, may not improperly be confidered as
ftanding in a middle place, and forming the link between
each: For it is curious to obferve, that Nature, in all her
variations, proceeds by flow and almoft infenfible degrees,
fcarcely drawing a firm and diftinguifhing line between
any two races of animals that are eflentially different, and
yet, in many refpects, nearly allied to each other. 1In all
tranfitions from one-kind to the other, there is to be
found a middle race, that feems to partake of the nature
of both, and that can precifely be referred to neither.
Thus it is hard to difcover where the Sheep kind ends, or
the Goat begins. The Mufmon therefore, which is nei-
ther Sheep nor Goat, has many marks of both, and forms
the link between the two kinds. Though covered with
hair, it bears a ftrong fimilitude to the Ram: Its eyes
are placed near the horns, and its ears are fhorter than
thofe of the Goat; its horns refemble thofe of the Ram,
in
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in being of a yellow colour and a triangular thape; they
likewife bend backward behind the ears: In fome they
grow to an amazing fize, meafuring above two yards
long. They often maintain furious battles with each
other, in which their horns are frequently broken off.
The general colour of the hair is reddifth-brown; the in-
fide of the thighs and belly is white tinc¢tured with yel-
low; the muzzle and infide of the ears are of a whitith
colour tin¢tured with yellow; the other parts of the face
are of a brownifh-grey.

The Mufmon is found in the wild and uncultivated
parts of Greece, Sardinia, Corfica, and in the defarts of
Tartary; where it maintains itfelf, by force or fwiftnefs,
againft the attacks of all rapacious animals.

It has been known to breed with the Sheep; and, from
that circumftance, is fuppofed, by M. Buffon and others,
to be the primitive race. The female of this {pecies is
rather lefs than the male; and her horns never grow to
that prodigious fize.

Thofe of Kamt{chatka are fo ftrong, that ten men can
fcarcely hold one; and the horns are fo large, that young
foxes often fhelter themfelves in the hollow of fuch ag
fall off by accident. They grow to the fize of a young
Stag, propagate in autumn, and bring forth one young at
a time, though fometimes two.

D2 TarE
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HIS lively, playful, and capricious creature occu-
pies the mext ftep in the great fcale of Natures;

and, though inferior to the Sheep in value, in various
inftances bears a ftrong affinity to that ufeful animal.
The Goat and the Sheep will propagate together: The
He-Goat copulates with the Ewe, and the Ram with the
She-Goat ; the offspring likewife is prolific.

The Goat is a much more hardy animal than the
Sheep, and is in every refpect more fitted for 2 life of
liberty: It is not eafily confined to a flock, but chufes
its own pafture, ftraying wherever its appetite or incli-
nation leads: It chiefly delights in wild and mountainous
regions, climbing the loftieft rocks, and ftanding fecure
on the verge of inacceflible and dangerous precipices; al-
though, as Ray obferves, one would hardly fuppofe that
their feet were adapted to fuch perilous achievements;

yet, upon a nearer infpection, the wonder ceafes, and
we
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we find that Nature has provided them with hoofs well
calculated for the purpofe of climbing, being made hol-
low underneath, with fharp edges, like the infide of a
fpoon, which prevents them from fliding off thefe rocky
eminences.

The Goat is an animal eafily fuftained, and is chieﬁy
therefore the property of thofe who inhabit wild and un-
cultivated regions, where it finds an ample fupply of
food from the fpontaneous productions of Nature, in fi-
tuations inacce(lible to other creatures. It delights ra-
ther on the heathy mountains, or the {hrubby rock, than
the fields cultivated by human induftry. Its favourite
food is the tops of the boughs, or the tender bark of
young trees. It bears a warm climate better than the
Sheep, and frequently fleeps expofed to the hotteft rays
of the fun.

The milk of the Goat is fweet, nourithing, and medi-
cinal, being found highly beneficial in confumptive cafes:
It is not fo apt to curdle upon the ftomach as that of the
Cow. From the fhrubs and heath on which it feeds, the
milk of the Goat acquires a flavour and wildnefs of tafte
very different from that of either the Sheep or Cow, and
is highly pleafing to fuch as have accuftomed themfelves
to its ufe: It is made into whey for thofe whofe digeftion
is too weak to bear it in its primitive ftate. Several places
in the North of England and the mountainous parts of
Scotland are much reforted to for the purpofe of drinking
the milk of the Goat, and its effects have been generally
falutary in vitiated and debilitated habits.

In many parts of Ireland, and in the Highlands of
Scotland, their Goats make the chief pofleflions of the
inhabitants; and in moft of the mountainous parts of

b2 Europe,
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Europe, fupply the natives with many of the neceflurics
of life: They lie upon beds made of their fkins, which
are foft, clean, and wholefome; they live upon their
milk, and oat bread; they convert part of it into butter,
and fome into cheefe. The fleth of the kid, which they
do not allow themfelves to tafte, is confidered by the city
epicure as a great rarity; and, when properly prepared,
is efteemed by fome as little inferior to venifon.

The Goat produces generally two young at a time,
fometimes three, rarely four: In warmer climates, it is
more prolific, and produces four or five at once; though
the breed is found to degenerate. The male is capable
of propagating at one year old, and the female at feven
months; but the fruits of a generation fo premature, are
generally weak and defeive: Their beft time is at the
age of two years, or eighteen months at leaft. The Goat
is a fthort-lived animal, full of ardour, but {oon enervated.
His appetite for the female is exceflive, fo that one buck
i {uflicient for one hundred and fifty females.

rIvHE
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if we believe M. Buffon, is the ftock from whence our
domeftic Goat is defcended, being very fimilar to it in
the thape of its body, but differing confiderably in the
fize of its horns, which are much larger: They are bent
backward, and full of knots; and every year the creature
lives, it is aflerted, one is added to the number of them.
Some of thefe horns have been found at leaft two yards
long. The head of the Ibex is {mall, adorned with a
large dufky beard, and has a thick coat of hair of a tawny
colour mixed with afh; a ftreak of black runs along the
top of its back; the belly and thighs are of a delicate
fawn colour.

The Ibex .inhabits the higheft Alps of the Grifons’
country, and the Vallais; and is alfo found in Crete.

Dy They
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They are very wild, and difficult to be fhot, as they al-
ways keep on the higheft points of the rocks. The
chafe of them is attended with great danger: Being very
ftrong, they often turn upon the incautious huntfman,
and tumble him down the precipice, unlefs he have time
to lie down, and let the animal pafs over him. They
bring forth one young at a time, feldom two; and are
faid not to be long-lived.
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Tus Caamois G O AT.

The Chamois, though a wild animal, is very eafily
tamed, and docile; and to be found only in rocky and
‘mountainous places. It is about the fize of a domeftic
Goat, and refembles one in many refpects. It is moft
pgreeably lively, and a&ive beyond expreffion. The

: hair
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fhair is fhort, like that of the Doe; in fpring it is of
an afh colour, in autumn a dun colour, inclining to
black, and in winter of a blackifh brown. This ani-
mal is found in great plenty in the mountains of Dau-
phiny, of Piedmont, Savoy, Switzerland, and Germany.
They are peaceful, gentle creatures, and live in fociety
with each other. They are found in flocks of from four
to fourfcore, and even an hundred, difperfed upon the
crags of the mountains. The large males are feen feed-
ing detached from the reft,.except in rutting time, when
they approach the females, and drive away the young.
The time of their coupling is from the beginning of No-
vember to the end of O&ober; and they bring forth in
April and March. The young keep with the dam for
about five months, and fometimes longer, if the hunters
and the wolves do not feparate them. It is aflerted, that
they live between twenty and thirty years. Their fleth
is good to eat; and they are found to have ten or twelve
pounds of fuet, which far furpaffes that of the Goat in
hardnefs and goodnefs. The Chamois has {carce any
cry, as moft animals are known to have; if it has any, it
is a kind of feeble bleat, by which the parent calls its
young: But in cafes of danger, and when it is to warn
the reft of the flock, it ufes an hiffing noife, which is
heard at a great diftance: For it is to be obferved, that
this creature is extremely vigilant, and has an cye the
quickeft and moft piercing in nature. Its fmell alfo is
not lefs diftinguifhing. When it fees its enemy diftinct-
ly, it ftops for a moment; and then, if the perfon be
near, in an inftant after it flies off. In the fame man-
ner, by its {mell, it can difcover a man at half a league
diftance, and gives the earlieft notice, Upon any alarm,

therefore,
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therefore, or any apprehenfions of danger, the Chamois
begins his hifing note with fuch force, that the rocks
and the forefts re-echo to the found. The firft hifs con-
tinues as long as the time of one infpiration: In the be-
ginning it is very fharp, and deeper towards the clofe.
The animal having, after this firft alarm, repofed a mo-
ment, again looks round, and, perceiving the reality of
its fears, continues to hifs by intervals, until it has fpread
the alarm to a very great diftance. During this time it
feems in the moft violent agitation; it ftrikes the ground
with its fore-foot, and fometimes with boths it bounds
from rock to rock; it turns and looks round ; it runs to
the edge of the precipice; and, ftill perceiving the ene-
my, flies with all its fpeed. The hifling of the male is
much louder and fharper than that of the female; it is
performed through the nofe, and is properly no more
than a very ftrong breath driven violently through a fmall
aperture.

The Chamois feeds upon the beft herbage, and
chufes the moft delicate parts of the plants, the flowers,
and the tender buds. It is not lefs delicate with regard
to feveral aromatic herbs, which grow upon the fides of
the mountains. It drinks but very little while it feeds
upon the fucculent herbage, and chews the cud in the
intervals of feeding.

This animal is greatly admired for the beauty of its
eyes, which are round and fparkling, and which mark
the warmth of its conftitution. Its head is furnifhed
with two fmall horns of about half a foot long, of a
beautiful black, and rifing from the forehead almoft be-
twixt the eyes: Thefe, contrary to what is found in
other animals, inftead of going backwards or fideways,

ftand
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ftand forward, and bend a little backward at their ex-
tremities, ending in a very fharp point. The ears are
placed in a very elegant manner, near the horns; and
there are twg ftripes of black on each fide of the face,
the reft being of a whitifh yellow, which never changes.
The horns of the female are lefs, and not fo much
bent; the natives have been known to bleed cattle with
them.

Thefe animals are fo much incommoded by heat, that
they are never found in fummer, except in the caverns
of rocks, amidft fragments of unmelted ice, under the
{thade of high and {preading trees, or of rough and hang-
ing precipices, that face the North, and which keep off
entirely the rays of the fun. They go to pafture both
morning and evening, and feldom during the heat of the
day. They run along the rocks with great eafe and
feeming indifference, and leap from one to another, fo
that no Dogs are able to purfue them. There is nothing
more extraordinary than to fee them climbing and de-
{cending precipices, that to all other quadrupeds are in-
acceflible: They always mount or defcend in an oblique
direction; and throw themfelves down a rock of thirty
feet, and light with great fecurity upon fome excrefcence
or fragment, on the fide of the precipice, which is juft
large enough to place their feet upon; they ftrike the
rock, however, in their defcent with their feet, three or
four times, to ftop the velocity of their motion; and,
when they have got upon the bafe below, they at once
{feem fixed and fecure. In fact, to fee them jump in this
manner, they {feem rather to have wings than legs. Cer-
tain it is, that their legs are formed for this arduous -
employment ; the hinder being rather longer than the

. former,
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former, and bending in fuch a manner, that, when they
defcend upon them, they break the force of the fall.

During the rigours of winter, the Chamois {leeps in
the thicker forefts, and feeds upon the fhrubs and the
buds of the pine-tree. It fometimes turns up the fnow
with its foot, to look for herbage; and, where it is
green, makes a delicious repaft. The more craggy and
uneven the foreft, the more this animal is pleafed with
the abode, which thus adds to its fecurity.

The hunting the Chamois is very laborious, and ex-
tremely diflicult. The moft ufual way is to hide behind
the clefts of the rocks, and fhoot them. Some alfo pur-
fue this animal as they do the Stag, by placing proper
perfons at all the paflages of a glade or valley, and then
fending in others to roufe the game. Dogs are quite
ufelefs in this chace, as they rather alarm than overtake:
Nor is it without danger even to the men; for it often
happens, that when the animal finds itfelf overprefled, it
drives at the hunter with its head, and often tumbles
him down the neighbouring precipice. ~This animal
cannot go upon ice when fmooth; but if there be the
leaft inequalities on its furface, it then bounds along in
fecurity, and quickly evades all purfuit.

The tkin of the Chamois was once famous, when tan-
ned, for its foftnefs and warmth; at prefent, however,
fince the art of tanning has been brought to greater per-
fe&ion, the leather called fthammoy is made alfo from
thofe of the tame Goat, the Sheep, and the Deer.
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THE GOAT OF ANGORA

is well known for its long hair, which is thick, glofly,
of a dazzling whitenefs, and fo fine, that cloths as beau-
tiful as filk, known among us by the name of camblets,
are made of it. Its ears are long and pendulous. The
male is furnithed with horns, curioufly twifted, which
proceed horizontally from each fide of the head, forming
a fcrew; thofe of the female are fhorter, and encircle
the ear fomewhat like thofe of the common Ram. They
inhabit the rocky mountains of Pontus, where they ex-
perience a confiderable degree of cold, and might thrive
in Britain as well as in their native country. The fame
might be faid of the Goat of Thibet, fo famous for the
finenefs of its wool: It lives in a climate colder than ours
in winter, and might probably be tranfplanted with fuc-
cefs.

In Portugal, there is a breed of fine large Goats, re-

markable for yiclding a great quantity of milk, a gallon
and
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and a half per day: Thefe, if introduced into our navy,
might be of infinite fervice in long voyages.

Experiments of this kind would certainly be attended
with many great advantages; and it were much to be
withed, that the great and opulent would employ fome
portion of their time and affluence in procuring, from
diftant countries, fuch ufeful animals as would propagate
in our ifland, and are yet unknown in it: By this mean,
many of our lofty mountains might contribute to fupport
- a variety of ufeful creatures, that would at the fame time
beautify the moft barren and rugged parts of our coun~
try. '
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which M. Buffon makes a variety of the Goat of Angora,
differs from ours in nothing more than the length of its
ears, which are pendulous, and from one to two feet
long : They are often troublefome to the creature in feed-
mng; for which reafon the owners are fometimes obliged

to
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to cut one of them off. Their horns are thort and black.
They are very numerous in the neighbourhood of Aleppo,
and fupply the inhabitants with milk, which they prefer
to that of the Cow or the Buffalo.

Thefe are the principal varieties of the Goat kind, of
which there are others of lefs note; fuch as the African
Goat, or Buck of Juda, which is much fmaller than the
domeftic kind, being not much larger than a Hare, ex-
tremely fat, and its flefh well tafted; the horns are
fhort, {mooth, and turn a little forward: It is common
in Guinea, Angola, and all along the coaft of Africa.

In America, there are Goats of a {mall kind, not much
larger than a Kid, with long hair; the horns, which are
thort and thick, bend downwards {o clofe to the head,
as almoft to penetrate the {kull. Thefe are, in every re-
fpect, fimilar to the dwarf Goat found in Africa; and,
according to Buffon, have been fent from that country.
—1It is certain, that, before the difcovery of America by
the Spaniards, the Goat, and every other domeftic ani-
mal, were unknown there.

THE
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Tue. GAZELLES, or ANTELOPES,

R E a numerous and beautiful race of animals;
A_ inhabiting the hotteft parts of the globe. They
are claffed by fyftematic writers with the Goat kind, and
like them have hollow horns, which they never caft; in
other refpets, they greatly refemble the Deer, efpecially
in the elegance of their form, and the {wiftnefs of their
motions. They are of a reftlefs and timid difpofition, re-
markably agile, and moft of their boundings fo light and
elaftic, as to ftrike the fpectators with aftonithment. Of
_all animals the Gazelle has the moft beautiful eye; to
which the eaftern poets have made frequent allufions, in
defcribing thofe of their favourite beauties.

The diftinguithing marks of this tribe of animals, in
which they differ both from the Goat and Deer, are prin-
cipally thefe :—Their horns are different, being annulated
or ringed round, and at the fame time marked with lon-
gitudinal depreflions or furrows, running from the bafe
to the point: Befides the extreme beauty and meeknefs
of its afped, the Gazelle is more delicately and finely
limbed than the Roe-buck; its hair is finer and more
glofly ; its {wiftnefs is fo great, that the Greyhound, the
flecteft of Dogs, is unequal to the courfe, and the {port{-
man is obliged to call in the aid of the Falcon, which be-
ing trained to the work, feizes on the animal, and im-
pedes its motion, fo as to enable the Dogs to overtake it.
In India and Perfia, a fort of Leopard is femetimes made
ufe of in the chafe, which takes its prey' by the great-
nefs of its {prings; but fhould he fail in his firlt eflay,
the game efcapes.

Some fpecies of the Antelope form herds of two or

three
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three thoufand, while others keep in fmall troops of five
or fix. They for the moft part live in hilly countries,
though fome inhabit plains. They often browfe like the
Goat, and feed on the tender fhoots of young trees,
which give their fleth an excellent flavour.

There are many varieties of this animal, fome of them
but little known or defcribed. We fhall begin with

Tue BLAAW-BOK, or Brue GOAT,

which Mr Pennant places next to the Goat, from the
length of its hair, and form of its horns. The colour of
this creature is a fine blue, refembling velvet; but when
dead, it is faid to change to a bluifh grey: Its belly is
white; and beneath each eye it has a large white mark :
Its tail is feven inches in length, with long hairs at
the end: Its horns incline backward, forming a curve;
and three-fourths of their length are decorated with
twenty-four rings; the uppermoft quarter is {mooth, and
runs tapering to a point. It inhabits the hotteft parts of
Africa.—Sparrman defcribes one which he faw at the
Cape of Good Hope, and calls it a Blaaw-bok.

15 0 mie
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Tue BONTI-BOK, or Piep GOAT,

is likewife an inhabitant of the fame country, as well as
the plains and woods of Senegal, where large herds of
them are to be feen. This animal is remarkable for hav-
ing a white band running along each of its fides, croffed
by two others from the back to the belly, difpofed {fome-
what like a harnefs, from whence it is called the Har-
neffed Antelope ; on the rump it has three white lines
pointing downwards on each fide; its thighs are fpotted
with white; the colour of the body is a deep tawny, and
beneath each eye there is a white {pot; its horns are
{lraight, nine inches long, pointing backwards, with two
fpiral ribs. It is called by M. Buffon the Guib. Great
flocks of them are found in the plains and woods of the
country of Poder, in Africa.
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Tae BOSCH-BOK, or Woop GOAT.

We are indebted to the indefatigable labours of Dr
Sparrman for an accurate defcription of this rare animal,
which is found in the country about the Cape of Good
Hope, and is the only one among the African Gazelles,
that can be properly faid to live in the woods and groves,
from whence it derives its name.

The horns of this animal are black, fomewhat more
than ten inches long, and have three fides wreathed in a
fpiral direction towards the top; at the bottom they are
rough, in confequence of a number of wavy rings, which
however are not elevated much above the furface; at the
top they are round, fharp-pointed, and in that part as
fmooth as if they had been polifhed ; their pofition is al-
moft in the fame line with the forehead, inclining a lit-
tle forwards, and, by means of the twift they make,
recede from each other towards the middle; they are

E 2 there
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there three inches and a half diftant; at the-bafe they
are only one inch.

The Wood Goat is fomewhat more than two feet and
a half high, of a dark-brown colour, in fome parts bor-
dering upon black; on each cheek-bone there are two
large round white {pots; another, ftill larger, occupies
the fore part of the neck, fomewhat below the top of the
windpipe; and feveral fmaller white fpots are {cattered
over the haunches; a narrow line of white hair extends
from the neck all along the back and tail, but is not eafi-
ly diftinguifhed, being hid by the length of the dark-
brown hairs on the top of the back, which are three or
four inches long, fe as to form a kind of mane; the hair
on the head is very fhort and fine, in other parts of the
body it is longer, refembling that of Goats; its tail is not
more than a finger’s breadth in length, covered with long
hairs, which extend down the hind part of the thighs and
buttocks; the legs and feet are flender; the fetlock joints
are likewife fmall; the nofe and under lip, which are
white, are decorated with black whifkers about an inch
long. '

As this creature runs but {lowly, he is fometimes
caught with Dogs: When he finds there is no other re-
fource, he boldly puts himfelf into a pofture of defence;
and, when going to butt, kneels down, and in that po-
fition fells his life at a very dear rate, killing and gor-
ing fome of the beft and moft fpirited hounds. Its horns,
which are its chief defence, fometimes prove its bane,
by entangling it in the bufhes; to avoid this, it carries its
nofe horizontally and ﬁraigh{‘ forward while it runs, fo
that they lie directly on its neck. The female, which is
without horns, on that account runs more freely through

the
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the forefts, and does not fuffer herfelf {o eafily to be
hunted out of the woods, having there, as well as on the
plains, much greater fecurity againft the Dogs in her
{wiftnefs, than the male has in his horns, efpecially as
fhe is not {o bulky and heavy as the male. Her breaft is
faid to be very plump; but the flefh of this animal is
not very tender.
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The White Antelope, which is fuppofed to be the fame
with the Pygarg, mentioned in the book of Numbers, is
an inhabitant of the Cape of Good Hope, where it is
called the Spring-bok ; and is to be feen in herds of fe-
veral thoufands, covering the plains as far as the eye can
reach, Sparrman fays, that, having fhot at a large herd

Eig of
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of them, they formed a line, and immediately made a
circular movement, as if to furround him; but after~
wards flew off in different dire@ions.

The height of this beautiful creature is two feet and a
half; and, from the ears to the tail, fomewhat above
three feet: The tail is rather lefs than a foot long: The
length of the ears is fix inches and a half; that of the
horns, meafuring them along their curvatures, nine
inches; and their diftance at the bafe, where they are
nearly three inches thick, is one inch; they gradually
widen from thence to the diftance of five inches from
each other, when they turn inwards, fo that at the tip
they are not above three inches and a half afunder; they
arc of a deep black colour, annulated above half way up;
toward the top they are quite fmooth, and end in a tharp
point. i :

‘The predominant colour of this animal is brown, or a-
light-ruft colour; the pofterior moiety of the ridge of the
back is white, which colour is continued over and round
the anus, the infide of the haunches, the belly, and the
fore legs, excepting a narrow ftripe of brown in the front
of each; the head is white, except a dark-brown lift on
each fide, of the breadth of an inch, which pafles from
the corner of the mouth over the eyes to the horns; a
ftripe, an inch and a half broad, of the fame deep umber
colour, extends from the fhoulders to the haunches, form-
ing thus a boundary between the fnowy whitenefs of the
belly and the rufty colour of the fides: The tail, at leaft
the lower part of it, is not thicker than a goofe-quill;
the under fide is quite bare; but towards the tip there
are a few dark-brown hairs from one to two inches and a
half Iong: The ¢ars are of an ath colour, tipt on the

edges
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edges with fine light-grey hairs: The eye-brows and
whifkers are black : The hair in general is fine and fhort;
but the dark line which borders upon the white, confifts
of longer hairs, and in fome meafure ferves to cover the
dazzling whitenefs of the creature’s back, the purity of
which feems to be by this means preferved; for on certain
occafions the animal is able to expand thefe hairs to the
breadth of eight or nine inches, partictlarly on taking a
high leap, which it never fails to do when it is purfued;
and then it is no lefs pleafant than curious to fee the
whole herd jumping over each other’s heads to the height
of two yards, and fometimes higher; fome of them will
take three or four high leaps fucceflively: In this fitua-
tion, they feem to be fufpended in the air, and look
over their fhoulders at their purfuers; at the fame time
thewing the white part of their backs in a moft beautiful
manner.

‘When hunted, thefe animals fuffer themfelves {foon fo
be difperfed; and when the whole flock has got to fome
diftance, they will all make a ftand, and turn round to
look at their purfuers, at the fame time expanding the
white hairs on their backs,

The Spring-boks are fo extremely fwift, as to require
a good Horfe to overtake them although they are fome-
times bold enough to allow a fportfman, cither on foot
or on horfeback, to come within gunfhot of them.—
Their fleth is very palatable, and has a more juicy and
delicate tafte than that of the other Gazelles.

THE
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is likewife an inhabitant of the Cape, as well as the
greateft part of India, and is one of the larger kinds of
Gazelles; has ftraight horns, two feet in length, of a
dark-brown colour, marked with two prominent {piral
ribs running near two-thirds of their length, but fmooth
towards the ends, which are turned a little inwards; the
forchead is flat and broad at the top, but about the eyes
becomes narrow ; it has a forelock, ftanding ere& the
lIength of the whole forehead; its nofe is tharp; and its
breaft is covered with a loofe fkin,

This animal 1s of an afh colour, inclining a little to-
wards blue; has a thin upright mane, quite black, which
extends from the nape of its neck along the top of the
back; and has likewife a tuft of black hair at the end of
the tail,

' The
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The Elk-antelopes live chiefly in plains and valliess
and when hunted, always run, if poflible, againft the
wind: They are not very {wift; and being in general
fat, efpecially the males, which are always the largeft
and fatteft in the herd, are foon tired. The hunter ge-
nerally endeavours to get to the windward of the animal,
which when he has accomplithed, he takes an opportuni-
ty of throwing himfelf from his horfe, and inftantly
thoots the flying game; at this practice the Dutch colo-
nifts at the Cape are fo expert, as feldom to fail.—Sparr-
man, in his account of this animal, fays, there have been
many inftances where keen {portfmen, as well for their
own pleafure as convenience, have hunted Elk-antelopes
and other Gazelles, for many miles together, from the
open plains, and driven them to their own doors, before
they thought it worth while to fthoot them.

The female has horns like the male, but {maller:
They are ufed by the Hottentots for tobacco-pipes.

i e e
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is the moft common of all the larger Gazelles, known in
any part of Africa.—The following accurate defcription
is taken from Sparrman, to whom we are indebted for
the beft accounts of fuch of thefe rare animals as are to
be met with near the Cape:—The height of this animal
1s fomewhat above four feet; the horns are from ix to
nine inches long, very ftrong and black, almoft clofe, at
the bafe diverging upwards, and at the top bending
backwards in an horizontal dire@ion almoft to the tips,
which turn a little downwards; they are embofled with
about eighteen rings of an irregular form. The general
colour of the Hart-beeft is that of cinnamon ; the front
of the head is marked with black, as is likewife the fore
part of the legs; the hind part of the haunch is covered
with a wide black ftreak, which reaches down to the
knee; a narrow firipe of black begins behind each ear,

and
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and runs all along the ridge of the neck ; a dark-brown
oval {pot extends over the back, terminating juft above
the tail, which is {lender, fomething like that of an Afs,
and is covered with ftrong black hairs about fix inches
long. There is a pore about an inch below the eye,
from which a matter is diftilled, fomewhat like ear-wax,
which the Hottentots carefully preferve as a rare and ex-
cellent medicine.

This animal is fuppofed to be the Bubalus of the an-
cients, is the Cervine Antelspe of Mr Pennant, and the
Bubale of M. Buffon.

The hair of the Hart-beeft is very fine, and its long
ears are covered with white hair on the infide; it has
only eight teeth in the lower jaw, none in the upper;
the legs are rather flender, with fmall fetlocks and hoofs.

The large head and high forchead, together with the
affinine ears and tail of the Hart-beeft, render it one of
the leaft handfome of the whole tribe of Antelopes: Its
pace, when at full fpeed, appears like a heavy gallop;
notwithftanding which, it runs as faft as any of the large
Antelopes; When it has once got a-head of its purfuers,
it is very apt to turn round, and ftare them full in the
face. Its fleth is fine, rather dry, but yet of an agreca-
bly high flavour. |

Tue KOEDOE, or Strirep ANTELOPE,

is a beautiful, tall Gazelle, inhabiting the Cape of Good
Hope ; has long, flender fhanks ; is larger, though not {o
clumf{y, as the Elk-antelope: Its horns are {mooth, twiit-
ed fpirally, with a prominent edge or rib following the
wreaths ; they are three feet nine inches long, of a pale-

brown colour, clofe at the bafe, and at the points round
and



76 ~HISTORY OF QUADRUPEDS.

and fharp. The colour of this animal is a rufty brown
along the ridge of the back there is a white ftripe mixed
with brown; from this are eight or nine white ftripes
pointing downwards; the forehead and the fore part of
the nofe are brown; a white ftripe runs from the corner
of each eye, and meets juft above the nofe; upon each
cheek-bone there are two fmall white fpots; the inner
edges of the ears are covered with white hair, and the
upper part of the neck is adorned with a brown mane, an
inch long; beneath the neck, from the throat to the
breaft, are fome long hairs hanging down; the breaft
and belly are grey; the tail is two feet long, brown a-
bove, white beneath, and black at the end.

The Koedoe, though a tall and flender animal, is not
fo fwift as many of the Gazelle kind, and is eafily over-
taken by the hounds: On thefe occafions the males de-
fend themfelves with great fpirit with their horns, and
will come to clofe quarters with the Dogs; but the fe-
males having no horns, are obliged to depend on their
fpeed.

Another of the larger kind of Gazelles to be found at
the Cape, is

Tae "G LS L. B Ok,

which is called by Mr Pennant the Egyptian Antelope, and
by M. Buffon the Pafan.—The horns are ftraight, flen-
der, of a black coiour, about three feet long, with above
twenty rings reaching half way to the points, which are
fmooth and taper; it is of an ath colour, inclining to
red; the belly, legs, and face, are white; a black line
extends from the neck to the loins; the tail is about two
feet long, terminated with black hairs,

"T'his
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This animal i1s famous for a concretion in its {ftomach
or inteftines, called the oriental bezoar, which was well
known in former times for its great virtue in expelling
poifon in the human frame, and was fold at enormous
prices, its value encreafing in proportion to its fize.
There was a time when a ftone of four ounces {old in
Europe for above 200l.; at prefent, however, its eftima-
tion and price are greatly decreafed. The virtues which
ignorance and inexperience attributed to it, are now
found no longer to exift; and this once-celebrated medi-
cine is now only confumed in countries where the know-
ledge of Nature has been but little advanced.—Similar
concretions are likewife found in a variety of animals of
the Gazelle and Goat kind; even Apes, Serpents, and
Hogs, are faid to have their bezoars: In fhort, there is
{carcely an animal, except of the carnivorous kind, that
does not produce fome of thefe concretions in the fto-
mach, inteftines, kidnies, and even the heart.

Thefe are the principal animals of the Gazelle kind
defcribed by Dr Sparrman in his voyage to the Cape of
Good Hope: He mentions a variety of others that are
to be met with there, of which he gives us little but their
names.

T E Ri-Bo B B O K

is a gregarious animal, two feet in height, of an afh co-
lour, fomewhat refembling that of a hare, but a little
more inclining to red; the belly and anus are white; the
tail thort; the horns are black and ftraight, very fimilar
to thofe of the Gemfe-bok, but barely a foot long, very
taper, and fharp-pointed; they are ufed by the Hotten-
tots as awls or bodkins for boring holes in making their

thoes
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fhoes or cloaks. The fleth of this animal is dry, and ac~
counted worfe to eat than that of any other Gazelle.

Tae RieT REE-BOK

is twice as big as the laft-mentioned animal, is monoga-
mous (or keeps in' pairs), and generally lies concealed
among the reeds and marfhy places, and refembles the
Ree-bok.
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Tae GRYS-BOK or Guinea ANTELOPE or
MRr PEnnanT, AND GRIMME or M. Burron,

is of a greyith or afth colour, with large black ears, and
a black fpot round the eyes; ftraight, black horns, fler-
der and fharp-pointed, not three inches long, flightly an-
nulated at the bafe: Its height is about eighteen inches,
and is moft elegantly formed: Beneath each eye is a
cavity that contains a ftrong-fcented oily liquor, which
{mells fomething like mufk, and when expofed to the air,
becomes hard and black.

TaE
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Tae KLIP-SPRINGER

is of a light-red colour, inclining to yellow, intermixed
with black {treaks; the tips and edges of its ears are
black ; it runs with great {wiftnefs, and makes large
bounds, even on the fteepeft precipices, and in the moft
rocky places, where it cannot eafily be caught with
hounds.
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To thefe we may add the Gnu, the Hottentot name
for a fingular animal, which, with refpect to its form,
is between the Horfe and the Ox. It is about the fize
of a common galloway, the length of it being fomewhat
above five feet, and the height rather more than four.

This animal is of a dark-brown colour; the tail and
mane of a light-grey; the fhag on the chin and breaft,
and the {tiff hairs which ftand ere& on the forehead and
upper part of the face, are black; the curvature of the

horns is fingular; and the animal is reprefented in the
cut
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cut in the attitude of butting, to give an idea of their
form and pofition. -
- The legs of the Gnu are fmall; its hair is very fine;

and it has a cavity beneath each eye, like moft of the
Antelope kind.

Tue STEEN-BOK or Rep ANTELOPE or
Mr PennanT, AND NAGOR or Burron,

is found in Senegal, and at the Cape of Good Hope.—
Its whole body is of a pale-red colour; it is as large as
a Roe-buck; its horns, which do not exceed fix inches
in length, are almoft fmooth, and bend a little forward ;
its ears are five inches long; and it has a white {pot over
each eye.

Tue NANGUER, or Swirr ANTELOPE,

is likewife a native of Africa, and is found in Senegal.—
It is three feet and a half in length, and two and a half
high; the horns are black and round, eight inches in
length, and what is fingular, bend forward at the points
its general colour is tawny; belly and thighs white ;
it has likewife a white fpot under the neck, is a very
handfome animal, and eafily tamed; its fwiftnefs is com-
pared to that of the wind.

3
a
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Tae ComMmmon ANTELOPE.

The Antelope, properly fo called, abounds in Barbary,
and in all the northern parts of Africa.—It is fomewhat
lefs than the TFallow-deer: Its horns are about fixteen
inches long, furrounded with prominent rings almoft to
the top, where they are twelve inches diftant from point
to point. The horns of the Antelope are remarkable for
a beautiful double flexion, which gives them the appear-
ance of the lyre of the ancients. The colour of the hair
on the back is brown, mixed with red; the belly and in-
fide of the thighs, white; and the tail fhort.

Tue GAZELLE or AfFricA, OR THE
BarBary ANTELOPE,
is likewife common in all the northern part of Africa,

in Syria, and Mefopotamia, and feems to be a variety of
5 the
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the laft-mentioned animal, which it ftrongly refembles;
only the two colours on the back are feparated from each
other by a ftrong dufky line, and on each knee there is 2
tuft of hair.

e Kol F

is a native of Senegal, and in colour and marks very
much refembles the preceding animal, but is rather lefs;
and its horns, inftead of being round, are flatted on their
fides, and the rings more numerous. '

Tue CORIN, or Srortep ANTELOPE,

is ftill lefs than the two former animals; its horns are
likewife {maller, being only fix inches long, and almoft
{mooth, the annular prominencies being fcarcely difcern-
ible; on each knee is a tuft of hair. Some of thefe ani-
mals are irregularly fpotted with white.

£ s = vl - ; CGRRd © IReH < TRl

is remarkable for the form of its horns, which are almoft
clofe at the bafe, bending out towards the middle, where
they form a curve inwards, and again fly off at the
points, which bend backward; they are {eventeen inches
long, furrounded with fifteen rings; the ends are fmooth
and fharp.

AN - Gl K600 B
differs from the former animal only in being lefs.—They

are both inhabitants of Senegal.
Tue
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Tue CHEVROTAIN ano MEMINNA.

The Chevrotain, or little Guinea Deer, is the fmalleft
of all the Antelope kind, the leaft of all cloven-footed
quadrupeds, and we may add, the moft beautiful.—Its
legs at the {malleft part are not much thicker than a to-
bacco-pipe; it is not more than feven inches in height,
and about twelve from the point of the nofe to the infer-
tion of the tail; its ears are broad; and its horns, which
are ftraight, and fcarcely two inches long, are black and
fhining as jet; the colour of the hair is a reddifh-browﬁ;
in fome a beautiful yellow, very fhort and glofly.

Thefe elegant little creatures are natives of Senegal
and the hotteft parts of Africa; they are likewife found
in India, and in many of the iflands belonging to that
valt continent.

In Ceylon, there is an animal of this kind called Ae-
minna, which is not larger than a hare, but perfectly re-
fembling a Fallow-deer.—It is of a grey colour; the fides
and haunches are fpotted and barred with white ; its ears
arc long and open; and its tail {hort.

Bl 2 None
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None of thefe fmall animals can {ubfift but in a warm
climate. They are fo extremely delicate, that it is with
the utmoft difficulty they can be brought alive into Eu-
rope, where they foon perith. They are gentle, familiar,
moft beautifully formed, and their agility is fuch, that
they will bound over a wall twelve feet high. In Gui-
nea, they are called Guevei. The female has no horns.

We fhall conclude our account of this numerous race

with
THE Scyrrian ANTELOPE, or SAIGA,

which is the only one of the fpecies that is to be found
in Europe.—The form of its body refembles the domeftic
Goat, but its horns are thofe of an Antelope, being
marked by very prominent rings, with furrows between j
they are a foot long, the ends {mooth, of a pale-yellow
colour, almoft tran{parent.

“The male is covered with rough hair, like the He-
Goat, and has a ftrong fcent; the female is {moother,
hornlefs, and timid. The general colour is a dirty white.

‘When they are attacked by Wolves or Dogs, the males
ftand round the females, forming a circle, with their
heads towards the enemy, in which pofture they defend
their charge.—Their common pace is a trot; when they
go fafter, it is by leaps; and are {wifter than Roe-bucks.
‘When they feed, they are obliged to go backward, owing
to the length of the upper lip, which they Lift up.—
Their fkin is foft, and excellent for gloves, belts, &c.

They are found in flocks from fix to ten thoufand, on
the banks of the Tanais and Borifthenes.

The young are eafily tamed, and will readily return to

their mafter when turned out on the defart.
Tae
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YHIS animal is a native of the interior parts of In-
T dia.—It feems to be of a middle nature, between
the Cow and the Deer, and carries the appearance of
both in its form. In fize, it is as much {fmaller than the
one, as it is larger than the other: Its body, horns, and
tail, are not unlike thofe of a bull; and the head, neck,
and legs, are very like thofe of a Deer. The colour, in
general, is afh or grey, from a mixture of black hairs and
white; all along the ridge or edge of the neck, the hair
is blacker, longer, and more eret, making a fhort, thin,
and upright mane, reaching down to the hump. Its
horns are feven inches long, fix inches round at the root,
tapering by degrees, and terminate in a blunt point.

o The
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- The ears are large and beautiful, feven inches in length,
and fpread to a confiderable breadth near their end:
They are white on the edge and on the infide, except
where two black bands mark the hollow of the ear with
a Zebra-like variety. The height of this animal at the
fhoulder is four feet one inch; behind the loins, it only
meafures four feet.

The female differs confiderably from the male both in
height and thicknefs, being much fmaller; in fhape and
colour very much refembling a Deer; and has no horns.
She has four nipples; and is {fuppofed to go nine months
with young. She commonly has one at a birth, but
fometimes two.

Several of this fpecies were brought to this country in
the year 1767, which continued to breed annually for
fome years after.—Dr Hunter, who had one of them in
his cuftody for fome time, defcribes it as a harmlefs and
gentle animalj that it feemed pleafed with every kind of
familiarity, always licked the hand that either ftroaked
or fed it, and never once attempted to ufe its horns of-
fenfively. It feemed to have much dependence on its or-
gans of {mell; and fnuffed keenly whenever any perfon
came in fight: It did fo likewife, when food or drink
was brought to it; and would not tafte the bread which
was offered, if the hand that prefented it happened to
{mell of turpentine.

Its manner of fighting is very particular, and is thus
defcribed :—Two of the males at Lord Clive’s, being put
into an inclofure, were obferved, while they were at
fome diftance from each other, to prepare for the attack,
by falling down upon their knees. They then fhuffled
fowards cach other, keeping ftill upon their knees; and

at
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at the diftance of a few yards, they made a {pring, and
darted againft each other with great force.

The following anecdote will ferve to thew, that, dur-
ing the rutting feafon, thefe animals are fierce and vi-
cious, and not to be depended upon :—A labouring man,
without knowing that the animal was near him, went up
to the outfide of the inclofure; the Nyl-ghau, with the
quicknefs of lightning, darted againft the wood-work
with fuch violence, that he broke it to pieces, and broke
off one of his horns clofe to the root. 'The death of the
animal, which happened foon after, was fuppofed to be
owing to the injury he fuftained by the blow.

Bernier fays, that it is the favourite amufement of the
Mogul emperor to hunt the Nyl-ghau; and that he kills
them in fuch numbers, as to diftribute quarters of them
to all his omrahs; which fhews that they are efteemed
good and delicious food.

The Nyl-ghau is frequently brought from the interior
parts of Afia as a rare and valuable prefent to the nabobs
and other great men at our fettlements in India.

" It remains to be confidered, whether this rare animal
might not be propagated with fuccefs in this country.
That it will breed here is evident from experience; and
if it thould prove docile enough to be eafily trained to
labour, its great {wiftnefs and confiderable ftrength might
be applied to the moft valuable purpofes.

h o
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HERE have been various accounts given of this
T animal by naturalifts and travellers; by whom it
feems to have been taken notice of more for the perfume
which it produces, than for the information of the cu-
rious enquirer into its nature and qualities: For we are
ftill at a lofs what rank to affign it among the various
tribes of quadrupeds. It has no horns; and whether it
ruminates or not 1s uncertain: Bnt by its wanting the
fore-teeth in the upper jaw, we are led to fuppofe that
it belongs either to the Goat or the Deer kind; and have
therefore given it a place after the Gazelles, relying up-
on thofe charateriftic marks which are known, and leav-
ing it to future hiftorians, who may ke poflefled of better
means of information, to afcertain its genuine charater.

The Muik of Thibet refembles the Roe-buck in form:

It is fomewhat above two feet in height at the fhoulder;
the hind legs are longer than the fore legs, being two
feet



HISTORY OF QUADRUPEDS. 89

feet nine inches high from the top of the haunches; in
length, it is three feet fix inches from the head to the
tail; the head is above half a foot long. = Its upper jaw
is much larger than the lower; and on each fide of it
there is a flender tufk, near two inches long, which hangs
down, bending inwards like a hook, and very fharp on
the inner edge: Its lower jaw contains eight {fmall cut-
ting teeth; and in each jaw there are fix grinders. Its
ears are long, {mall, and ere@, like thofe of a Rabbit.
The hair on the whole body is long and rough, marked
with {mall waves from top to bottom; the colour is a
rufty-brown ; under the belly and tail it is white; on
each fide of the lower jaw there is a tuft of thick hair,
about an inch long; its hoofs are deeply cloven, flender,
and black; the {purious hoofs are likewife very long;
its tail is not more than two inches in length, and hid in
the hair.——The ufe it makes of its tutks is not well
known: The moft probable is that of hooking up roots
out of the ground, and catching at .fmall twigs and
branches of trees, upon which it feeds.—The female has
no tufks, is lefs than the male, and has two fmall teats.
The Mufk is found in the kingdom of Thibet, in fe-
veral of the Chinefe provinces, about the lake Baikal,
and near the rivers Jenifan and Argun, from lat. 6o to
45 3 but feldom fo far fouth, except driven by great falls
of fnow to feek for food in more temperate climates. It
is naturally a timid animal, and endowed with a quick
fenfe of hearing. Its folitary haunts are ufually moun-
tains, covered with pines; where it avoids mankind, and,
when purfued, flies to the higheft and moft inacceflible
fummits.
"The perfume produced by this animal, which is {o well
known
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known in the fafhionable circles, and of late fo much
ufed in the practice of phyfic, needs little defcription :
It is found in a bag or tumor, nearly of the fize of a
hen’s egg, on the belly of the male only. Thefe bags
the hunters cut off, and tie them up for fale; many
thoufands of which are fent over annually to Europe, be-
fides what are confumed in different parts of the Laft.
To account for this great confumption, it is fuppofed
that the mufk is frequently adulterated and mixed with
the blood of the animal. It comes to us from China,
Tonquin, Bengal, and Mufcovy; but that of Thibet is
reckoned the beft, and fells at a much higher price.

"The fleth of the males, efpecially in the rutting feafon,
is much infected with the flavour of the mufk; but is,
neverthelefs, eaten by the Ruflians and Tartars.

THE
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Tue GIRAFFE, oR CAMELEOPARD.

HIS animal (the exiftence of which has frequent-
T ly been called in queftion) is a native of the wild
and unfrequented defarts of Ethiopia, and other inte-
rior parts of Africa; where it leads a {olitary life, far
from the habitations of men, for whofe ufe it is rendered
unfit by the enormous difproportion of its parts. It has
hitherto been regarded chiefly as an obje& of curiofity ;
and may lead us to admire the wonderful produions of
that creative Power which has filled the earth with life
in fuch a boundlefs variety of forms. :

‘The height of this extraordinary animal, from the
crown of the head to the ground, is feventeen feet ;
while at the rump it only meafures nine feet; the neck

alone
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alone is {even feet long; and the length, from the extre-
mity of the tail to the end of the nofe, is twenty-two
feet; the fore and hind legs are nearly of an equal
height 5 but the fhoulders are of fuch a length, as to
make its back incline like the roof of a houfe; its neck
is {lender and elegant, adorned on the upper fide with a
fhort manes; its head is nearly fimilar to that of a Stag,
having two horns, fix inches long, covered with hair,
with tufts at the end like briftles; on the middle of the
forehead ftands a protuberance, about two inches high,
refembling a third horn; -its ears are long; and its eyes
large and beautiful.

The colour of this animal is a dirty white, interfperfed
with large fpots of yellow over the whole body; it is a
timid and gentle creature, but not {wift; from the great
length of its fore legs, it is obliged to divide them to a
great diftance when it grazes, which it does with great
difficulty; it lives chiefly by browfing on the leaves and
tender branches of trees; it lies on its belly, and has
hard protuberances on its breaft and thighs, like the Ca-
mel; its tail is long, flender, and covered with ftrong
hairs; its feet refemble thofe of an Ox; it has no teeth
in the upper jaw, and is a ruminating animal; its pace
is a kind of gallop.

This animal was known to the Romans in early times,
by whom its hiftory has been handed down to fucceeding
ages in fome of their moft celebrated works of fculpture:
It was exhibited in their games among other rare and un-
common animals; and is finely and juftly defcribed by

Oppian.

Tue
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all the Deer kind. It is a native of both the old
and the new continent, being known in Europe by the
name of the Z/k, and in America by that of the Moofe-
deer. Tt is fometimes taken in the forefts of Ruflia and
Germany, though rarely to be feen on account of its ex-
treme wildnefs. It likewife inhabits Norway, Sweden,
Poland, and Tartary, as far as the North of China. It
is common in Canada, and in all the northern parts of
America, where it is called by the French the Orignal.
The Elk has been varioufly defcribed by naturalifts and .
travellers: By fome it is faid to be twelve feet high;
whilft others, with greater appearance of probability, de-
fcribe it as being not much higher than a Horfe. It is,
however, a matter of doubt to which a greater degree of
credibility fhould be given.

THIS animal is the largeft and moft formidable of

From
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From a variety of Elks horns preferved in the cabinets
of the curious, fome of which are of a moft enormous
fize, there is every reafon to conclude, that the animal
which bore them muit have beén of a proportionable bulk
and ftrength. : :

Thofe who ipeak of the gigantic Moofe, fay, their
horns are fix feet long, and meafure, from tip to tip,
above ten feet: The beams of the horns are fhort; from
which they fpread out into large and broad palms, one
fide of which is plain, but on the outfide are feveral fharp
fnags or fhoots.

The European Elk grows to the height of feven or
eight feet, and in length, from the end of the muzzle to
the infertion of the tail, meafures ten feet; the head is
two feet long; the neck, on which is a thort, upright
mane, of a light-brown colour, is much fhorter; its eye
is {mall, and from the lower corner of it there is a deep
flit, common to all the Deer kind, as well as moft of the
Gazelles; the ears are upwards of a foot in length,
very broad, and fomewhat flouching; the noftrils are
wide ; and the upper lip, which is {quare, and has a deep
furrow in the middle, hangs greatly over the lower, from
whence it was imagined by the ancients, that this crea-
ture eould not graze without going backward; the wi-
thers are very high, the hind legs much fhorter than the
fore legs, and the hoofs deeply cloven; from a fmall ex-
crefcence under the throat hangs a long tuft of coarfe
black hair; the tail is very fhort, dufky above, and white
beneath; the hair is long and rough, like a bear, and of
a hoary brown eolour, not much differing from that of
the Afs.

The pace of the Elk is a high, fhambling trot; but it

goes
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goes with great {wiftnefs.—Formerly thefe animals were
made ufe of in Sweden to draw fledges; but as they were
frequently acceflary to the efcape of fuch as had been
guilty of murders or other great crimes, this ufe of them
was prohibited under great penalties.

In pafling through thick woods, thefe animals carry
their heads horizontally, to prevent their horns being en~
tangled in the branches.

The Elks are timid, inoffenfive animals, except when
wounded, or during the rutting feafon, when the males
~ become very furious, and at that time will {wim from
ifle to ifle in purfuit of the females. They ftrike with
both horns and hoofs; and poflefs fuch agility and ftrength
of limbs, that with a fingle blow of the fore feet they
will kill a Wolf or a Dog, or even break a tree.

Their fleth is extremely {weet and nourifhing. The
Indians fay they can travel farther after eating heartily of
the fleth of the Elk than any other animal food. Their
tongues are excellent ; but the nofe is efteemed the great-
eft delicacy in all Canada. The fkin makes excellent buff
leather ; and is ftrong, foft, and light. The Indians make
their {fnow-fhoes, and likewife form their canoes, with it.
The hair on the neck, withers, and hams, of a full-grown
Elk, from its great length and elafticity, is well adapted
to the purpofe of making matrafles and faddles.

The methods of hunting thefe animals in Canada are
curious :—The firft, and moft fimple, is, before the lakes
or rivers are frozen, multitudes of the natives aflemble in
their canoes, with which they form a vaft crefcent, each
horn touching the fhore; whilft another party on the
fhore furround an extenfive traét: They are attended by
Dogs, which they let loofe, and prefs towards the water

with
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with loud cries: The animals, alarmed by the noife, fly
before the hunters, and plunge into the lake, where they
are killed by the people in the canoes with lances and
clubs.—Another method requires a greater degree of pre-
paration and art :—The hunters inclofe a large fpace with
ftakes and branches of trees, forming two fides of a tri-
angle; the bottom opens into a fecond inclofure, which
is faft on all fides: At the opening are hung numbers of
{nares, made of the flips of raw hides. They affemble,
as before, in great troops; and, with all-kinds of hideous
noifes, drive into the inclofure not only the Moofe, but
various other kinds of Deer with which that country
abounds. Some, in forcing their way through the nar-
row pafs, are caught in the {nares by the neck or horns;
whilft thofe which efcape thefe, meet their fate from the
arrows of the hunters, direted at them from all quar-
ters.—They are likewife frequently killed with the gun.
‘When they are firft difcovered, they fquat with their
hind parts, and make water; at which inftant the {portf- -
man fires. If he mifs, the Moofe fets off in a moft rapid
trot, making, like the Rein-deer, a prodigious rattling
with its hoofs, and running twenty or thirty miles before
it ftops or takes the water. The ufual time for this di-
verfion is in winter. The animal can run with eafe up-
on the firm furface of the fnow; but the hunters avoid
entering on the chafe till the heat of the {un is ftrong
enough to melt the frozen cruft with which it is covered,
and render it foft enough to impede the flight of the
Moofe, which finks up to the fhoulders, flounders, and
gets on with great difficulty. The fportfman purfues in
his broad-rackets or fnow-fhoes, and makes a ready prey
of the diftrefled animal.

As



HISTORY OF QUADRUPEDS. o

« As weak againft the mountain-heaps they puth

¢ Their beating breaft in vain, and piteous bray,

¢¢ He lays them quiv’ring on th’ enfanguin’d fnows,
“ And with loud fhouts rejoicing bears them home.”

-~ The female is lefs than the male, and has no horns.
They are in feafon in the autumn, and bring forth in
April, fometimes one, but generally two young ones at a
time, which arrive at their full growth in fix years.

T u E RGO IeeN D el i

This extraordinary animal is a native of the icy re-
gions of the North; where, by a wife and bountiful dif-
penfation, which diffufes the common goods of Nature
over every part of the habitable globe, it abounds, and is
made f{ubfervient to the wants of a hardy race of men in-
habiting the countries near the pole, who would find it

G impoflible
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impoflible to fubfift among their fnowy mountains with-
out the aid of this moft ufeful creature.

In more temperate regions, men are indebted.to the
unbounded liberality of Nature for a great variety of va-
luable creatures to ferve, to nourith, and to cloath them.
To the poor Laplander the Rein-deer alone fupplies the
place of the Horfe, the Cow, the Sheep, the Goat, &e.;
and from it he derives the only comforts that tend to
{often the feverity of his fituation in that moft inhofpita-
ble climate.

The Rein-deer of Lapland are of two kinds,—the wild
and the tame: The former are larger, fironger, and more
hardy than the latter; for which reafon the tame females,
in the proper feafon, are often fent out into the woods,
where they meet with wild males, and return home im-
pregnated by them. The breed from this mixture is
ftronges, and better adapted for drawing the fledge, to
which the Laplanders accuftom them at an early age.

They are yoked to it by a collar; from which a trace is
brought under the belly between the legs, and faftened
to the fore part of the fledge. 'Lhefe carriages are ex-

tremely
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tremely light, and covered at the bottom with the fkin of
the Rein-deer. The perfon who fits in it guides the
animal with a cord faftened to its horns; he drives it
with a goad, and encourages it with his voice. Thofe of
the wild breed, though by far the ftrongeft, often prove
refractory; and not only refufe to obey their mafter, but
turn againft him, and firike {fo furioufly with their feet,
that his only refource is to cover himfelf with his fledge,
upon which the enraged animal vents its fury. The
tame animal, on the contrary, is patient, active, and
willing.—When hard pufhed, the Rein-deer will trot the
diftance of fixty miles without ftopping ; but in fuch ex-
ertions, the poor obedient creature fatigues itfelf fo ex-
ceedingly, that its mafter is frequently obliged to kill it
immediately, to prevent a lingering death that would en-
fue. In general, they can go about thirty miles without
ftopping, and that without any great or dangerous efforts.

This mode of travelling can be performed only in the
winter feafon, when the face of the country is covered
with fnow; and, although the conveyance is fpeedy, it
is inconvenient, dangerous, and troublefome.

As the Rein-deer conftitutes the fole riches of the
Laplander, it may well be fuppofed that a conftant at-
tention to preferve and fecure it forms the chief employ-
ment of his life. It is no uncommon thing for one per-
fon to poflefs above five hundred in a fingle herd.

As foon as {fummer appears, which forms but a fhort
interval from the moft piercing cold, the Laplander, who
had fed his Rein-deer upon the lower grounds during the
winter, drives them up to the mountains, leaving the
woody country and the low paftures, which at that fea-

fon are in a ftate truly deplorable: Myriads of infeéls,
G 2 bred
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bred by the heat of the fun in the woods and fens with
which this country abounds, are all upon the wing; the
whole atmofphere fwarms with life; every place and eve-
ry creature is infefted; the natives are obliged to cover
their faces with a mixture of pitch and milk, to fhield
them from thefe minute invaders, which are drawn in
with the breath, and enter the noftrils, and even the
eyes; but they are chiefly enemies to the Rein-deer:
The horns of that animal being then tender, and covered
with a fkin, which renders them extremely fenfitive, a
cloud of thefe infeés fettle upon them, and drive the
poor animal almoft to diftradtion. In this extremity,
there is no refource but flight. The herdfmen drive their
flocks from the plains to the fummits of the mountains,
whither the foe cannot follow them. There they will
continue the whole day, with little or no food, rather
than venture down into the lower parts, where they have
no defence againft their unceafing perfecutors.

Befides the gnat, the gadfly is a common peft to thefe
animals. In the autumn, this infect depofits its eggs in
their fkin, where the worms burrow, and wound it in fe-
veral places, and often prove fatal to the poor animal.
The moment a fingle fly is feen, the whole herd is in
motion: They know their enemy, and endeavour to a-
void it, by tofling up their heads, and running among
each other; but all this too often proves ineffectual.

Every morning and evening during the fummer, the
herdfman returns to the cottage with his deer to be milk-
ed, where a large fire of mofs is prepared, for the pur-
pofe of filling the place with {moke, to drive off the
gnats, and keep the Deer quict whilft milking.—The
guantity of milk given by one female in a day 1s about 3

pint.
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pint. It is thinner than that of a Cow, but {fweeter and
more nourifhing.

The female begins to breed at the age of two years, is
in feafon the latter end of September, goes with young
eight months, and generally brings forth two at a time.
—The fondnefs of the dam for her young is very remark-
able. They follow her two or three years, but do not
acquire their full ftrength until four. It is at this age
that they are trained to labour; and they continue fer-
viceable four or five years. They never live above fif-
teen or fixteen years.—At eight or nine years old, the
Laplanders kill them for their ikins and their fleth. Of
the former they make garments, which are warm, and
cover them from head to foot;"they alfo ferve them for
beds: They fpread them on each fide of the fire upon
the leaves of trees, and in this manner lie both foft and
warm. ‘The latter affords a conftant fupply of good and
wholefome food, which in the winter, when all other
kinds of provifions fail, is their chief fubfiftence. The
tongue of the Rein-deer is confidered as a great delica-
cy; and when dried, great numbers of them are fold in-
to other countries. The finews ferve for thread, with
which the Laplanders make their cloaths, fhoes, and
other neceflaries; and, when covered with the hair,
ferve them for ropes.

Innumerable are the ufes, the comforts, and advan-
tages, which the poor inhabitants of this dreary climate
derive from this animal. We cannot {fum them up bet
ter than in the beautiful language of the poet :~—

¢ Their Rein-deer form their riches: Thefe their tents,
¢ Their robes, their beds, and all their homely wealth,
¢ Supply, their wholefome fare, and chearful cups;
“ Obfequigus
G 3
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¢ Obfequious at their call, the docile tribe

¢¢ Yield to the fled their necks, and whirl them fwift
¢ O’er hill and dale, heap’d into one expanfe

¢ Of marbled fnow, as far as eye can fweep,

¢ With a blue cruft of ice unbounded glaz’d.”

The horns of the Rein-deer are large and {lender,
bending forward; with brow antlers, which are broad
and palmated. A pair in our pofleflion are in length
two feet eight inches, and from tip to tip two feet five
inches; they weigh nine pounds : The projefting brow
antler is fourteen inches long, one foot broad, and fer-
rated at the end: It fhould feem, both from its fituation
and form, an excellent inftrument to remove the fnow,
under which its favourite mofs lies. Both fexes have
horns: Thofe of the female are lefs, and have fewer
branches,

We are happy in being able to give an accurate repre=
fentation of this fingular creature. The drawing was
taken from one in the poffeflion of Sir H. G. Liddell,
Bart. which he brought over from Lapland, with four
others, in 1786. The height at the fhoulder was three
fect three inches: The hair on the body was of a dark-
brown colour; and on the neck, brown mixed with
white: A large tuft of hair, of a dirty-white colour,
hung down from the throat, near its cheft; and it had
a large white fpot on the infide of each hind leg, clofe
by the joint: Its head was long and fine; and round
~each eye was a large black fpacg: Its horns were cover-
ed with a fine down like velvet. The hoofs of this ani-
mal are large, broad, and deeply cloven: They {pread
out to a great breadth on the ground; and, when the
animal is in motion, make a crackling noife, by being
drawn up forcibly together.

Not
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Not many attempts have been made to draw the Rein-
deer from its native mountains, and tranfport it to
milder climes; and of thefe, few have fucceeded. Na-
turalifts from thence have concluded, that it cannot exift
but amidft ice and fnow. M. Buffon regrets the impofh-
bility of procuring the animal alive; and fays, that when
tran{ported to another climate it foon dies. M. Regnard
mentions fome that were brought to Dantzick ; where,
being unable to endure the heat of the climate, they all
perithed. Queen Chriftina of Sweden procured five and
twenty, which fhe purpofed fending to Oliver Cromwell:
They were brought as far as Stockholm; but the Lap-
landers who attended them refufing to come to England,
fifteen of the number were killed by the wolves, and the
remaining ten did not long furvive, the climate being
confidered as too warm.

To thofe brought over by Sir H. G. Liddell, five more
were added the year following: They produced young
ones, and gave promifing hopes of thriving in this coun-
try; but, by accident or mifmanagement, the ftock is
now (in 1789) reduced to a fingle female with young.
The diforder of which moft of them died was fimilar to
what is called the 7o¢ in Sheep, and is generally attri-
buted to the too great richnefs of the grafs whereon they
fed. Nor can we wonder at the failure of this fpirited
enterprize, when we confider that it is the fole employ-
ment of the Laplander to attend and herd his Rein-deer,
to drive them in the fummer time to the {ummits of the
mountains, to the fides of clear lakes and ftreams, and to
lead them where they can find the moft proper food:
‘Want of knowledge or attention to minute particulars is
fuflicient to everturn the beft-laid plans,

G 4 There
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There is, however, little doubt but this animal will
live without the Lapland /ichen; to which, perhaps, it
only hath recourfe, becaufe there is in thofe latitudes no
other fuftenance during the winter. It is alfo in Eng-
land free from its mortal enemy—the gadfly. But as
the defire of poflefling this animal has hitherto been ex-
cited only by curiofity, it is not likely that much atten-
tion will be paid to it in a country like this, abounding
with fuch variety of ufeful quadrupeds.

The Rein-deer is wild in America, where it is called
the Caribou: It is found in Spitzbergen and Greenland;
and 1s very common in the moft northern parts of Eu-
rope, and in Afia as far as Kamt{chatka, where fome of
the richeft of the natives keep herds of ten or twenty
thoufand in number. _

In the neighbourhood of Hudfon’s Bay, there are great
herds of wild Rein-deer: Columns of eight or ten thou-
fand are {een annually paffing from North to South in
the months of March and April. In that feafon, the
mufkatoes are very troublefome, and oblige them to quit
the woods, and feek refrefhment on the fhore and open
country.—Great numbers of beafts of prey follow the
herds: The wolves fingle out the firagglers, detach
them from the flock, and hunt them down; the foxes
attend at a diftance to pick up the offals left by the for-
mer.—In autumn, the Deer, with the fawns bred during
the {ymmer, remigrate northward.

THE
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Tmw ST AGorsRevDEER,

1s the moft beautiful animal of the Deer kind. The ele-
gance of his form, the lightnefs of his motions, the flex-
ibility of his limbs, his bold, branching horns, which are
annually renewed, his grandeur, ftrength, and fwiftuefs,
give him a decided pre-eminence over every other inha-
bitant of the foreft.

The age of the Stag 1s known By its horns :—The firft
year exhibits only a fhort protuberance, which is covered
with a hairy fkin; the next year the horns are ftraight
and fingle; the third year produces two antlers; the

fourth
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fourth three; the fifth four; and when arrived at the
{ixth year, the antlers amount to fix or feven on each
fide; but the number is not always certain.

The Stag begins to fhed his horns the latter end of
February, or the beginning of March. Soon after the
old horn is fallen off, a foft tumour begins to appear,
which is foon covered with a down like velvet: This tu-
mour every day buds forth like the graft of a tree; and,
rifing by degrees, fhoots out the antlers on each fide.
The fkin continues to cover it for fome time, and is fur-
nithed with blood-veflels, which fupply the growing
horns with nourifhment, and occafion the furrows ob-
fervable in them when that covering is ftript off: The
impreflion is deeper at the bottom, where the veflels are
larger; and diminifhes towards the point, where they are
as fmooth and folid as ivory. When the horns are at
their full growth, they acquire {trength and folidity;
and the velvet covering or fkin, with its blood-veflels,
dries up, and begins to fall off; which the animal en-
deavours to haften, by rubbing its antlers againft the
trees; and in this manner the whole head gradually ac-
quires its compleat hardnefs, expanfion, and beauty.

Socn after the Stags have polifhed their horns, which
is not compleated till July or Auguft, they quit the
thickets, and return to the forefts: They cry‘with a
loud and tremulous note; and fly from place to place,
in fearch of the females, with extreme ardour: Their
necks fwell; they ftrike with their horns againft trees
and other obftacles, and become extremely furious.

At this feafon, when two Stags meet, their contefts
are often defperate, and terminate in the defeat or flight
of one of them; while the other remains in pofleflion of

his
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his miftrefs and the field, till another rival approaches,
that he is alfo obliged to attack and repel.

During this time, which ufually lafts about three
weeks, the Stag is frequently feen by the fides of rivers
and pools of water, where he can quench his thirft, as
well as cool his ardour. He fwims with great eafe and
firength; and, it is faid, will even venture out to fea, al-
lured by the Hinds, and fwim from one ifland to another,
though at a confiderable diftance.

The Hinds go with young eight months and a few
days; and feldom produce more than one young, called
a fawn. They bring forth in May, or the beginning of
June; and conceal their young with great care in the
moft obfcure retreats. They will even expofe themf{elves
to the fury of the hounds, and fuffer all the terrors of
the chafe, in order to draw off the Dogs from their
hiding place. The Hind is alfo very bold in the protec~
tion of her offspring, and defends it with great courage
againft her numerous and rapacious enemies: The Wild
Cat, the Dog, and even the Wolf, are frequently obliged
to give way to her upon thefe occafions. But what ap-
pears to be ftrangely unnatural, the Stag himfelf is fre-
quently one of her moft dangerous foes, and would de-
ftroy the young fawn, if not prevented by the maternal
care of the Hind in concealing from his obfervation the
place of its retreat.

The calf never quits the dam during the whole {fum-
mer; and in winter, the Stags and Hinds of all ages
keep together in herds, which are more or lefs numerous,
according to the mildnefs or rigour of the feafon. They
feparate in the fpring; the Hinds retire to bring forth,
while none but the young ones remain together.—Stags

are
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are gregarious animals, and fond of grazing in compa-
ny: It is danger or neceflity alone that feparates them.

The ufual colour of the Stag in England is red; in
other countries, it is generally brown or yellow. His
eye is peculiarly beautiful, foft, and {parkling; his hear-
ing is quick; and his fenfe of fmelling acute. When
liftening, he raifes his head, erects his ears, and feems
attentive to every noife, which he can hear at a great
diftance. 'When he approaches a thicket, he ftops to
look round him on all fides, and attentively {furveys eve-
ry object near him: If the cunning animal perceive no-
thing to alarm him, he moves flowly forward; but, on
the leaft appearance of danger, he flies off with the ra-
pidity of the wind. He appears to liften with great tran-
quillity and delight to the found of the fthepherd’s pipe,
which the hunters fometimes make ufe of to allure the
poor animal to his deftruction.

The Stag eats {flowly, and is nice in the choice of his
pafture. 'When his ftomach is full, he lies down to
chew the cud at leifure. This, however, feems to be
attended with greater exertions than in the Ox or the
Sheep; for the grafs is not returned from the firft fto-
mach without violent ftraining, owing to the great length
of his neck, and the narrownefs of the paflage. This ef-
fort is made by a kind of hiccup, which continues during
the time of his ruminating.

The voice of the Stag is flronger and more quivering
as he advances in age; in the rutting {eafon, it is even
terrible: That of the Hind is not fo loud, and is fel-
dom heard but when excited by apprehenfion for herfelf
or her young.

The Stag has been faid to be an uncommonly long-

lived
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lived animal; but later obfervations have fully confuted
this unfounded opinion. It is a generally received max-
im, that animals live feven times the number of years
that bring them to perfe€tion: Thus the Stag being five
or fix years in arriving at maturity, lives feven times that
number, or from thirty-five to forty years.

The following fa&t, recorded in hiftory, will ferve to
thew that the Stag is poflefled of an extraordinary fhare
of courage when his perfonal fafety is concerned :—Some
years ago, William, Duke of Cumberland, caufed a Ti-
ger and a Stag to be inclofed in the fame area; and the
Stag made fo bold a defence, that the Tiger was at length
obliged to give up.

The hunting of the Stag has been held in all ages as a
diverfion of the nobleft kind ; and former times bear wit-
nefs of the great exploits performed on thefe occafions.
In our ifland, large tracts of land were fet apart for this
purpofe; villages and facred edifices were wantonly
thrown down, and converted into one wide wafte, that
the tyrant of the day might have room to purfue his fa-
vourite diverfion. In the time of William Rufus and
Henry the Firft, it was lefs criminal to deftroy one of
the human fpecies than a beaft of chafe. Happily for us,
thefe wide-extended fcenes of defolation and oppreflion
have been gradually contracted ; ufeful arts, agriculture,
and commerce, have extenfively fpread themfelves over
the naked land; and thefe fuperior beafts of the chafe
have given way to other animals more ufeful to the com-
munity.

In the prefent cultivated ftate of this country, there-
fore, the Stag is almoft unknown in its wild ftate: The
few that remain are kept in parks among the Fallow-

deer,
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deer, and diftinguithed by the name of Red Deor. Its
vicioufnefs during the rutting feafon, and the badnefs of
its fleth, which is peor and ill-flavoured, have occafioned
almoft the extin@ion of the fpecies. Some few are yet
to be found in the forefts that border on Cornwall and
Devonthire, on moft of the large mountains of Jreland,
and in the Highlands of Scotland, where Dr Johnfon de-
{cribes them as not exceeding the Fallow-deer in fize,
and their fleth of equal flavour. The Red Deer of this
kingdom are nearly of the fame fize and colour, without
much variety: In other parts of the world, they differ in
form and fize, as well as in their horns and the colour of
their bodies.

e "Clor¥rd s e T @

is very fmall, not exceeding half the height of ours; his
body is fhort and thick ; his hair of a dark-brown coloury
and his legs thort.
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Tue AXIS, or GANGES STAG,

is an inhabitant of thofe immenfe plains of India, water-
ed by the river Ganges.—M. Buffon confiders it as a va-
riety or fhade between the Stag and the Fallow-decer. It
is of the fize of the latter; but its horns are round, like
thofe of the Stag; and it has no brow antlers. His
whole body is marked with white fpots, elegantly dif-
pofed, and diftin& from each other; the belly, infide of
the thighs, and legs, are white; along the back there
are two rows of fpots, parallel to each other; thofe on
the other parts of the body are irregular; the head and
nieck are grey; and the tail, which is red above, and
white beneath, is as long as that of the Fallow-deer.

The continent of America abounds with Stags, and
other animals of the Deer kind, in great variety. In
fome parts of that vaft country, the inhabitants have do-

mefticated
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mefticated them, and live chiefly upon the milk and
cheefe with which they fupply them.

Thus we find, that the {ame animal which in fome
parts contributes only to the amufement of man, may in
others be brought to {upply his neceflities. The ftores of
Nature are various and abundant: It is induftry alone
that draws them out to fupply our wants, and contribute
to our comforts.

Tl E AL OWeD EE R

The principal difference between the Stag and the Fal-
low-deer feems to be in their fize, and in the form of
their horns,—the latter being much {maller than the for-
mer; and its horns, inftead of being round like thofe of
the Stag, are broad and palmated, and better garnifhed
with antlers; and when the horns are very ftrong, they

are

»
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are fometimes terminated by fmall palms: The tail is al-
fo much longer than that of the Stag, and its hair is
brighter:. In other refpects, they nearly refemble each
other.

The horns of the Fallow-deer are fhed annually, like
thofe of the Stag; but they fall off later, and are renew-
ed nearly at the fame time. Their rutting feafon arrives
fiftcen days or three weeks after that of the Stag. The
males then bellow frequently, but with a low and inter-
rupted voice. They are not fo furious at this feafon as
the Stag, nor exhauft themfelves by any uncommon ar-
dour. They never leave their pafture in queft of the fe-
males; but generally fight with each other, till one buck
becomes mafter of the field.

They affociate in herds, which fometimes divide into
two parties, and maintain obftinate battles for the poif-
feflion of fome favourite part of the park: Each party
has its leader, which is always the oldeft and ftrongeft of
the flock. In this manner they attack in regular order of
battle; they fight with courage, and mutually fupport
each other; they retire, they rally, and feldom give up
after one defeat. The combat is frequently renewed for
feveral days together, till, after feveral defeats, the weak-
er party is obliged to give way, and leave the conquerors
in pofleflion of the obje& of their contention.

‘The Fallow-deer is eafily tamed, feeds upon a variety
of things which the Stag refufes, and preferves its condi-
tion nearly the fame through the whole year, although
its flefh is efteemed much finer at particular feafons.

They are capable of procreation in their fecond year
and, like the Stag, are fond of variety.—The female goes
with young eight months; and produces one, fometimes

H two,
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two, and rarely three, at a time.. They arrive at per-
feCtion at the age of three years, and live till about twen-
ty. ( , ,
We have in England two varieties of the Fallow-deer,
which are faid to be of foreign origin: The beautiful
{potted kind, fuppofed to have been brought from Ben-
gal; and the deep-brown fort, now common in this
country. Thefe laft were introduced by king James the
Firft out of Norway; where having obferved their hardi-
nefs in bearing the cold of that fevere climate, he brought
fome of them into Scotland, and from thence tranfported
them into his chafes of Enfield and Epping. Since that
time, they have multiplied exceedingly in many parts of
this kingdom, which is now become famous for venifon
of f{uperior fatnefs and flavour to that of any other coun-
try in the world.

The Fallow-deer, with fome variation, is found in al-
moft every country of Europe. Thofe of Spain are as
large as Stags, but darker; their necks are alfo more
flender; and their tails, which are longer than thofe of
ours, are black above, and white beneath.

In Guiana, (a country of South-America) according
to Labat, there are Deer without horns, {maller than
thofe of Europe, but refembling them in every other par-
ticular. They are very lively, light, and exceflively ti-
mid; of a reddith colour; with fharp, piercing eyes, and
thort tails. When purfued, they fly into places of dif-
ficult accefs. The natives frequently ftand and watch
for them in narrow paths, and as foon as the game ap-
pears within reach, fhoot them unperceived. Their fleth
is confidered as.a great delicacy; and the hunter is well
rewarded for his trouble.

THE
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was formerly common in many parts of England and
Wales; but at prefent is only to be found in the High-
lands of Scotland.

The Roe is the fmalleft of all the Deer kind, being
only three feet four inches long, and fomewhat more
than two feet in height. The horns are from eight to
nine inches long, upright, round, and divided into three
branches; the body is covered with long hair; the lower
part of each hair is ath colour, near the end is a narrow
bar of black, and the point is yellow; the hairs on the
face are black, tipped with afh colour; the ears are long,
their infides of a pale-yellow, and covered with long
hair; the fpaces bordering on the eyes and mouth are
black; the cheft, belly, legs, and the infide of the thighs,

H 2 are
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are of a yellowith-white; the rump is of a pure whitej
and the tail very fhort.

The form of the Roe-buck is elegant; and its motions
light and eafy. It bounds feemingly without effort, and
runs with great {fwiftnefs. 'When hunted, it endeavours
to elude its purfuers by the moft {ubtle artifices: It re-
peatedly returns upon its former fteps, till, by various
windings, it has entirely confounded the fcent. The
cunning animal then, by a fudden {pring, bounds to one
fide, and lying clofe down upon its belly, permits the
hounds to pafs by without offering to ftir.

Thefe animals do not keep together in herds like other
Deer, but live in feparate families: The fire, the dam,
and the young ones, aflociate together, and feldom mix
with others.

Their rutting feafon continues but fifteen days—from
the latter end of Oc&tober till about the middle of No-
vember. During this period, they will not fuffer the
fawns to remain with them: The Buck obliges them to
retire, in order that the dam and her fucceeding progeny
may remain undifturbed.—The female goes with young
five months and a half, and brings forth about the end
of April, or beginning of May. On thefe occafions, fhe
feparates from the male, and conceals herfelf in the
thickeft and moft retired part of the woods. She gene-
rally produces two fawns at a time, fometimes three. In
ten or twelve days, thefe are able to follow their dam.
‘When threatened with danger, fhe hides them in a
thicket, and to preferve them, offers herfelf to be chafed.
Notwithftanding her care, fhe is frequently robbed of her
young: Numbers of fawns are found out and taken alive
by the peafants; and many more are wor ied by Dogs,

Foxes,
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Foxes, and other carnivorous animals. By thefe conti-
nual depredations, this beautiful ereature is daily becom-
ing more fcarce; and in many countries where once it
was common, the race is now wholly extin(t.

When about eight or nine months old, their horns be-
gin to appear in the form of two knobs. The firft year
they are without antlers. They fhed their horns the lat-
ter end of autumn, and renew them in the winter; in
which they differ from the Stag, whofe horns fall off in
the {pring, and are renewed in fummer.—The life of the
Roe-buck feldom exceeds twelve or fifteen years.

They are very delicate in the choice of their food, and
require 2 large tract of country, fuited to the wildnefs of
their nature, which can never be thoroughly {ubdued.
No arts ean teach them to be familiar with their keeper,
nor in any degree attached to him. They are eafily ter-
rified; and in their attempts to efcape, will run with
fuch force againft the walls of their inclofure, as fome--
times to difable themfelves. They are likewife fubje& to
capricious fits of fiercenefs, and on thefe occafions will
ftrike furioufly with their horns and feet at the object of
their diflike.

Some years ago, one of thefe animals, after being
hunted out of Scotland through Cumberland and various
parts of the North of England, at laft took refuge in the
woody recefles bordering upon the banks of the Tyne,
between Prudhoe Caftle and Wylam. It was frequently
feen and hunted; but no dogs were equal to its fpeed:
It frequently croffed the river; and either by {wiftnefs or
artifice, eluded all its purfuers, It happened, during the
rigour of a fevere winter, that being purfued, it croffed
the river upon the ice with fome dificulty; and being

3 much
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much ftrained by its violent exertions, was taken alive,
It was kept for fome weeks in the houfe; and being
again turned out, all its cunning and activity were gone :
It feemed to have forgotten the places of its former re-
treat; and after running fome time, it lay down in the
mid{t of a brook, where it was killed by the dogs.

The fleth of the Roe-buck is fine and well tafted:
That of the male, after the age of two years, is hard;
the flefh of the females, though farther advanced in years,
is more tender: When very young, it is loofe and foft;

but at the age of eighteen months, is in its higheft ftate
of perfettion.

In America, this animal is much more common than
in Europe.—In Louifiana, it is very large. The inhabi-

tants live chiefly upon its fleth, which is good and well
flavoured, : ¢
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OSSESSES the various qualities of the Horfe, the
P Cow, and the Sheep; and is to the Arabian, in a
great meafure, what thofe ufeful creatures are to us. Its
milk is rich and nourifhing; and being mixed with wa-
ter, makes a wholefome and refrething beverage, much
ufed by the Arabs in their journies. The flefh of young
Camels is alfo an excellent and wholefome food. Their
hair or fleece, which falls off entirely in the {pring, is
{fuperior to that of any other domeftic animal, and is
made into very fine ftuffs for cloaths, coverings, tents,
and other furniture.

Pofleffed of his Camel, the Arabian has nothing either
to want or to fear: In one day, he can perform a jour-
ney of fifty leagues into the defert, where he is fafe from
every enemy: For, without the aid of this uleful animal,
no perfon could purfue him amidit fandy deferts, where
there is neither verdure to refrefh, nor thade to fhelter—

H where
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where nothing prefents itfelf to the eye but one uniform
void, naked and folitary.

- The Arabian regards the Camel as the moft precious
gift of Heaven; by the affiftance of which he is enabled
to fubfift in thofe frightful intervals of Nature, which
ferve him for an afylum, and fecure his independence.
But it is not to the plundering Arab alone that the fer-
vices of this ufeful quadruped are confined,—in Turkey,
Perfia, Barbary, and Egypt, every article of merchandife
is carried by Camels. Merchants and travellers unite to-
gether, and form themfelves into numerous bodies, called
caravans, to prevent the infults of the Arabs. One of
thefe caravans frequently confifts of many thoufands, the
Camels being always more numerous than the men.
Fach Camel is loaded in proportion to his ftrength. At
the command of their condu&or, they lie down on their
belly, with their legs folded under them, and in this pof-
ture receive their burden: As foon 2s they are loadéd,
they rife of their own accord, and will not fuffer any
greater weight to be impofed upon them than they can
bear with eafe; when overloaded, they fet up the moft
piteous cries till part of the burden be taken off. The
large Camels generally carry a thoufand or twelve hun-
dred pounds weight; and the fmalleft, from fix to {even
hundred. As the route is often feven or eight hundred
leagues, their motions and journies are regulated: They
walk only, and in that pace travel ten or twelve leagues
each day, Every night they are unloaded, and allowed
to pafture upon fuch herbage as they can find. Thiftles,
nettles, wormwood, and the other hard and prickly ve-
getables which the fandy deferts of Arabia produce, the
Camel often prefers to more delicate herbage: But the

peculiar
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peculiar and diftinguifhing characteriftic of the Camel is,
its faculty of abftaining from water for a greater length
of time than any other animal; for which Nature has
made a wonderful provifion, in giving it, befides the four
ftomachs which it has in common with other ruminating
animals, a fifth bag, ferving as a refervoir for water,
where it remains without corrupting or mixing with the
other aliments. When the animal is prefled with thirft,
and has occafion for water to macerate its food while
ruminating, he makes part of it pafs into his ftomach by
a fimple contraétion of certain mufcles. By this fingular
ftructure, the Camel can take a prodigious quantity of
water at one draught; and is enahled to pafs feveral days
without drinking : Leo Africanus {ays fifteen. They can
difcover water by their {fmell at half a league’s diftance ;
and after a long abftinence, will haften towards it, long
before their drivers perceive where it lies. The feet of
the Camel are peculiarly adapted to the fandy foil on
which he treads: On moift or flippery ground he cannot
well fupport himfelf, his hind legs being apt to fpread
out fo wide, as to endanger his being difabled.

Many attempts have been made to introduce this fere
viceable animal into other countries; but as yet none
have fucceeded: The race feems to be confined to cer-
tain diftri&s, where their utility has been known for
ages.

Though a native of warm climates, the Camel dreads
thofe which are exceflively hot: It can neither fubfift in
the burning heat of the torrid zone, nor in the milder air
of the temperate. It feems to be an original native of
Arabia; for in that country, they are not only more nu-
merous, but thrive better than in any other part of the
world.

There
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There are two varieties of this animal, which have
been diftinguifhed previous to all hiftorical record: That
which is called the Baftrian Camel, has two hunches on

its back, and is found chiefly in Turkey and the coun-
tries of the Levant; while

Tue Arapian CAMEL, or DROMEDARY,

with only one hunch on its back, is common in Arabia
and all the northern parts of Africa, from the Mediterra-
nean Sea to the river Niger, and is infinitely more nu-
merous, and more generally diffufed than the Camel: It
is alfo much fwifter, and is therefore generally employed
on bufinefs which requires difpatch.

In Arabia, they are trained for running matches; and
in many places, for carrying couriers, who can go above
a hundred miles a day on them, and that for nine or ten
days together, over burning deferts uninhabitable by any
living creature. They require neither whip nor {pur to
quicken their pace; but go freely, if gently treated ; and

arc
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are much enlivened by finging or the found of the pipe,
which gives them frefh {pirits to purfue their journey.

They are mild and gentle creatures at all times, except
when they are in heat: At that period, they are feized
with a fort of madnefs; they eat little, and will fome-
times attempt to bite their mafters; fo that it is not fafe
to approach them.

The Camel arrives at its full ftrength at the age of fix
years, and lives forty or fifty.—The females are not ufu-
?lly put to labour; but are allowed to pafture and breed
at full liberty. Their time of geftation is near twelve
months ; and they generally bring forth one at a birth.

T ®H =& IR R ISR

is the Camel of Peru and Chili; and before the conqueft
of thofe countries by the Spaniards, was the only beaft
of burden known to the Indians.—Its difpofition is mild,
gentle, and tradtable.

Before the introduction of Mules, thefe animals were
ufed by the natives to plow the land, and now ferve to
carry burdens. They march flowly, and feldom accom-
plith journies of more than four or five leagues a day;
but what they want in fpeed is made up by perfeverance
and induftry. They travel long journies in countries im-
paflable to moft other animals. They are very fure-foot-
ed, and are much employed in tranfporting the rich ores
dug out of the mines of Potofi over the rugged hills and
narrow paths of the Andes. Belivar remarks, that in his
time three hundred thoufand of thefe animals were con-
ftantly employed in this work. They lie down to be
loaded; and when weary, no blows can excite them to
quicken their pace.

They



124 HISTORY OF QUADRUPEDS.

They neither defend themfelves with their feet nor
their teeth: When angry, they have no other method of
revenging injuries but by fpitting. They can throw out
their faliva to the diftance of ten paces; and if it fall on
the fkin, it raifes an itching, accompanied with a flight
inflammation.—Their fleth is eaten, and faid to be as
-good as mutton.

Like the Camel, they have the faculty of abftaining
long from water (fometimes four or five days); and like
that animal’s, their food is coarfe and trifling. They are
neither allowed corn nor hay; green herbage, of which
they eat very moderately, being fufficient for their nou-
rithment.

The wild Lamas, called Guanacos, are ftronger and
more active than the domeftic kind. They live in herds,
and inhabit the higheft regions of the Cordelieres. They
run with great fwiftnefs in places of difhicult accefs,
where Dogs cannot eafily follow them. The moft ufual
way of killing them is with the gun. They are hunted
for the fake of their fleth and their hair: Of the latter
the Indians make cloth.

The Lamas vary in colour: Some of them are white,
others black, and others of a mixed colour—white, grey,
and ruffet, difperfed in fpots. In fhape, they refemble
the Camel, without the dorfal hunch. 'This animal has
a well-fhaped head, rather {mall, and has fome refem-
blance to that of the Goat and Sheep; fine black eyes;
and a long neck, bending much, and very protuberant
near its junction with the body: Its ears are four inches
Jong: Its feet are cloven like thofe of the Ox; they are
armed behind with a fpur, by which the animal is ena-
bled to fupport itfelf on rugged and difficult ground.

The
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The height of the Lama is about four feet; and its
length, from the neck to the tail, fix feet.

(A s Py O 08

very much refembles the Lama in figure, but is much
{maller. Its body is covered with very fine long wool,
of the colour of dried rofes, or a dull purple; the belly
is white, They live in vaft herds, and inhabit the moft
elevated parts of the higheft-mountains, where they en-
«dure the utmolt rigour of froft and fnow. They are ex-
ceedingly fwift; and fo timid, that it is very difficult to
come near them.

‘The manner of taking them is fingular: The Indians
tie cords, with fmall pieces of wool or cloth hanging
from them, acrofs the narrow pafles of the mountains,
about three or four feet from the ground: They then
drive a herd of thefe animals towards them; and they are
fo terrified by the flutter of the rags, that they dare not
pafs; but huddle together, and fuffer themfelves to be
killed in great numbers.—Their wool is a valuable article
of commerce; and is made into gloves, ftockings, bed-
cloaths, carpets, &c. ,

The Pacos are domefticated; and like the Lamas, are
employed in carrying burdens; but cannot bear more
than from fifty to feventy-five pounds; and are ftill more
fubject to capricious fits of obftinacy. When once they
lie down with their load, no blows can provoke them to
Tife.

‘The great advantages to be derived from the wool of
thefe creatures, induced the Spaniards to attempt their
introdution into FEurope: Some of them were brought
over to Spain; but by not fufficiently attending to the

zz::c‘:mty
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neceflity of placing them in airy ﬁtdatio.ns, ‘to which they
had always been accuftomed, the experiment proved un-

{uccefsful.

Tote RO e S T D,
q NIMALS of the Hog kind feem to poflefs a

middle nature, between thofe that live upon grafs
and fuch as are carnivorous; and unite in themfelve:
moft of thofe diftinétions which are peculiar to ezt 1
clafs : Like the one, they are rapacious and fond of
blood, and do not ruminate; like the other - they are
cloven-hoofed, live chiefly on vegetables, a» ./ldom feck
after animal food, except when urged by neceflity.

‘PVims
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WH(ICL “y.the original of all the varieties to be

found in this creature, is much. fmaller than
thofe of the domeftic kind ; and does not, like them, va-
ry in colour, but is invariably of a brinded or dark-grey,
inclining to black. His {nou. 's longer than that of the
tame Hog; and his ears are {uort, round, and black.
He is armed with formidable tufks in each jaw, which
ferve him for the double purpofe of annoying his enemy,
or procuring his food, which is chiefly roots and vegeta-
bles: Some of their tufks are almoft a foot 'ong: Thofe
in the upper jaw bend upwards in a circular form, and
are exceedingly fharp at the points; thofe o. the un-
‘der jaw are always moft to be dreaded; for with them
the animal defends himfelf, and frequently gives mortal
¥ Hunds.
Mrild Boars are not gregarious; but while young, live
togeth.. 1, families, and frequently unite their forces
‘ : againit
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againft the wolves, or other beafts of prey. When likely
to be attacked, they call to each other with a very loud
and fierce note: The ftrongeft face the danger, and form
themfelves into a ring, the weakeft falling into the cen-
tre. In this pofition few beafts dare venture to engage
them; but leave them to purfue a lefs dangerous chafe.
—When the Wild Boar is arrived at a ftate of maturity,
he walks the foreft alone and fearlefs. ‘At that time he
dreads no fingle foe; nor will he turn out of his way
even for man himfelf. He offends no animal; at the
fame time he is furnithed with arms which render him a
terror to the fierceft. g

The hunting of the Wild Boar is a dangerous but com-
mon amufement of the great in thofe countries where it
is to be found. The Dogs chiefly ufed for this fport are
of a flow and heavy kind. When the Boar is roufed, he
goes flowly forward, not much afraid, nor very far be-
fore his purfuers. He frequently turns round, ftops till
the hounds come up, and siters to attack them: After /4
keeping each other at bay for a while, the Boar again A
goes flowly forward, and the Dogs renew the purfuit.
In this manner the chafe is continued till the Boar is
quite tired, and refufes to go any farther: The Dogs
then attem:pt to clofe in upon him from behind ; and in
this attock the young ones, being generally the moft for-
ward, frequently lofe their lives: The old feafoned Dogs
kecp the animal at bay until the hunters come up, who
kill him with their fpears.
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is, of all other domeftic quadrupeds, the moft filthy and
impure: Its form is clumfy and difgufting, and its appe-
tite gluttonous and exceflive. In no inftance has Nature
more confpicuoufly thewn her ceconomy than in this race
of animals, whofe ftomachs are fitted to receive nutri-
ment frem a variety of things that would be otherwife
waited: The refufe of the field, the garden, the barn,
and the kitchen, affords them a luxurious repaft.

Ufelefs during life, and only valuable when deprived
of it, this animal has fometimes been compared to a mi=-
fer, whofe hoarded treafures are of little value till death
has deprived them of their rapacious owner.

The parts of this animal are finely adapted to its mode
of living: Nature has given it a form more prone than
that of other animals: Its neck is ftrong and brawny ; its
fnout is long and callous, well calculated for the purpofe
of turning up the earth for roots of different kinds, on
which it principally feeds (efpecially in its wild ftate);
and it has a quick fenfe of fmelling, by which it is ena-~

I bled
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bled to trace out its food. It is naturally ftupid, inace
tive, and drowfy ; much inclined to increafe in fat, which
is difpofed in a different manner from that of other ani-
mals, and forms a thick and regular coat between the
fleth and the fkin. It is reftlefs at a change of weather;
and during certain high winds, is fo agitated, as to run
violently, fcreaming horribly at the fame time. It ap-
pears to forefee the approach of bad weather, as it pre-
vioully carries ftraw in its mouth to its fty, prepares a
bed, and feems endeavouring to hide itfelf from the im-
pending ftorm.

Linnzus obferves that the flefh of the Hog is a whole-
fome food for thofe that ufe much exercife, but bad for
fuch as lead a fedentary life. It is of univerfal ufe, and
makes in various ways a conftant article in the elegancies
of the table. It is of great importance to this country, as
a commercial nation; for it takes falt better than any
other kind, and confequently is capable of being preferv-
ed longer: It is therefore of great ufe in fhips, and makes
a principal part of the provifions of the Britith navy.

The domeftic Sow brings forth twice a year, and pro-
duces from ten to twenty at a litter: She goes four
months with young, and brings forth in the fifth. At
that time fhe muft be carefully watched to prevent her
from devouring her young: Still greater attention is ne-
ceflary to keep off the male, as he would deftroy the whole
litter.

The moft numerous breed of Hogs in this ifland is
that generally known by the name of the Berk/bire Pigs,
now {pread through almoft every part of England, and
fome parts of Scotland. They are in general of a red-
dith-brown colour, with black fpots upon them; have

large
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large ears hanging over their eyes; are fhort-legged,
{mall-boned, and are readily made fat. Some of thefe
have been fed to an almoft incredible fize. Mr Culley,
in his treatife on live ftock, gives an account of one
that was killed at Congleton in Chefhire, which mea-
fured, from the nofe to the end of the tail, three yards
eight inches; in height, it was four feet and a half; and
weighed, after it was killed,  eighty-fix ftones eleven
pounds, avoirdupoife. ;

The Chinefe or black breed are now very common in
England.” They are fmaller, have fhorter legs, and their
fleth 1s whiter and {weeter than the common kind.

The Hog fpecies, though very numerous, and diffufed
over Europe, Afia, and Africa, did not exift in Ame-
rica, till tranfported thither by the Spaniards. In ma-
ny places they have multiplied exceedingly, and become
wild. They refemble the domeftic Hog ; but their bo-
dies are fhorter, and their {fnout and fkin thicker.

I2 Tag
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Taoe ArricaN Winn, B O AR, or
Woonp S WINE,

lives in a wild, uncultivated ftate, in the hotteft parts of
Africa. It is a very vicious animal, and quick in all its
motions. It is as dangerous to attack one of them, as a
Lion: For, though much {maller, it ruthes upon a man
as {wift as an arrow; and throwing him down before he
has time to ftrike with his javelin, breaks his legs, and
at the fame inftant rips up his belly.

It has four tufks: Two very large ones proceed from
the upper jaw, and turn upwards like a horn,—in length
nine inches, and full five inches round at the bafe; the
two other tutks, which eome from the lower jaw, project
but three inches from the mouth. Thefe tufks the ani-
mal makes ufe of as the dreadful inftruments of his ven-
geance. He will attack a man on horfeback, if he thould
venture to come too near himj; and firft breaking the
Horfe’s legs, kills both him and his rider.

Sparrman defcribes it as being of a bfight yellow co-

lour, like the domeftic kind. Its nofe is broad, flat, and
of -
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of a horny hardnefs; its head is very large in proportion
to the fize of its body; underneath each eye it hasa great
lobe or wattle, lying almoft herizontally, broad, flat,
rounded at the end, and placed fo as to intercept the
view of any thing immediately beneath the animal; the
ears are large and fharp-pointed, lined on the infide with
long whitifh hairs; its tail is flender and flat; when the
animal is purfued, it always holds it quite erect.

They live in holes under ground, the avenues to which
are exceedingly narrow. The natives feldom dare attack
them in their retreats, as there is always danger of their
ruthing out unawares. When:purfued with their young
ones, it is no uncommon thing to fee them take them up
in their mouths, and run with them in that manner at a
great rate.

From the fhortnefs of their necks, they frequently fall
on their knees to feed; and change this pofture to that
of ftanding with the greateft eafe.

The flefh of this animal is good, and very much re-
{embles that of the common Hog.

I3 Tax
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Tue PECCARY, or Mexican HOG,

inhabits the hotteft parts of South-America, where the
fpecies is very numerous: Herds, confifting of two or
three hundred, are fometimes to be feen together.—It is
a very fierce animal; and will fight ftoutly with beafts of
prey, when attacked by them. The Jaguar, or Ameri-
can Leopard, is its mortal enemy; and frequently lofes
its life in engaging a number of thefe animals. They af-
fift each other, {furround their enemies, and often come
off victorious.

They live chiefly in mountainous places; and are not
fond of wallowing in the mire, like the common Hog.
‘They feed on fruits, roots, and feeds; They likewife eat
ferpents, toads, and lizards; and are very dexterous in
firft taking off the fkins with their fore feet and teeth.

"The Peccary in appearance refembles the Hog, though
fomewhat fmaller; its body is covered with firong brif-
tles, which, when the creature is irritated, rife up like
the prickles of a Hedgehog, and are nearly as ftrong;
they are of a dufky colour, with alternate rings of white ;

acrofs
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scrofs the fhoulders to the breaft, there is a band of
white; its head is fhort and thick; it has two tufks in
each jaw; its ears are {mall and ere&; and inftead of a
,tail, it has a fmall flefhy protuberance, which does not
cover its pofteriors. It differs moft eflfentially from the
Hog, as well as every other animal, in having a {mall
orifice on the lower part of the back, from whence 2
thin watery humour, of a moft difagreeable fmell, flows
very copioufly. In the Philofophical Tranfaltions, Dr
Tyfon has defcribed this orifice very minutely, as well as
fome other peculiarities in the conformation of its fto-
mach and inteftines.

This animal, like the Hog, is very prolific. The
young onés follow the mother till they are able to pro-
vide for themfelves. If taken at firft, they are calfily
tamed, and foon lofe all their natural ferocity; but can
never be brought to difcover any figns of attachment to
thofe that feed them. They do no mifchief, and may be
allowed to run about at pleafure. They feldom ftray far
from home, but return of their own accord.—When an-
gry, they grunt like the Hog, but much ftronger and
harfher; and when fuddenly alarmed, make a fharp noife
with their breath, and eret their briftles.

The flefh of the Peccary, though drier and leaner than
that of our Hog, is by no means difagrecable, and may
be greatly improved by caftration. ‘When killed, the
dorfel gland muft be immediately cut off: If this opera=
tion be deferred for the fpace of half an hour, the fleth
becomes utterly unfit to be eaten.

Although the European Hog is common in America,
and in many parts has become wild, the Peccary has ne-
ver been known to breed with it: They frequently go to-

14 gtth@r,
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gether, and feed in the fame woods ; but hitherto no in-
termediate breed has been known to arife from their in-
tercourfe.

M. de la Borde defcribes two kinds of this animal,—
one Imaller than the other. He relates, that being one
day engaged with fome others in hunting a drove of Pec-
caries, they were furrounded by them, and obliged tq
take refuge upon a piece of rock ; and, notwithftanding
they kept up a conftant fire among them, the creatures
did not retire till a great number of them were flain.

Tuz Bra B RO S8 A,

though claffed by naturalifts with the Hog kind, differs
from animals of that fpecies in a variety of particulars :
Its legs are longer, and its body more flender; it is co-
vered with fhort hair as {oft ag wool, and of a dark-grey
colour mixed with red; its ears are fhort and pointed ;
its tail is long, tufted at the end, and often twifted. Its
moft diftinguifhing chara&eriftic confifts in four large
tulks, the two ftouteft of which proceed, like thofe of the

Wild
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Wild Boar, from the under jaw, pointing upwards, and
ftanding near eight inches out of the fockets; the two
others rife up like horns on the outfide of the upper jaw,
juft above the nofe, and extend in a curve above the eyes,
almoft touching the forehead, and are twelve inches in
length. Thefe tufks are of the moft beautiful ivory, but
not fo hard as thofe of the Elephant.

This animal abounds in feveral of the iflands of the
Eaft-Indies; particularly Buero, a fmall ifle near Am-
boyna.

Though formidable in appearance, it is cafily tamed ;
and its flefh is well tafted. It lives on leaves of trees
and other vegetables. Its fcent is exquifite; it can difco-
ver the approach of Dogs at a diftance. When clofely
purfued, it plunges into the fea, {wims and dives with
great facility from one ifland to another, and by that
means frequently efcapes from its purfuers.

Thefe animals live in herds; and when any number of
them are together, their odour is fo ftrong, that the
Dogs can fcent them at a confiderable diftance. When
attacked, they growl frightfully, and defend themfelves
with their under tufks; the upper ones are only fervicea-
ble to them in taking their repofe, which they do like
the elephant, by hooking them on the branches of trees.

THE
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is the Hippopotamus of the new world, and has by fome
authors been miftaken for that animal. It inhabits the
woods and rivers on the eaftern fide of South-America,
from the ifthmus of Darien to the river of the Amazons.
It is a melancholy animal, fleeps during the day, and
goes out in the night in fearch of food; lives on grafs,
fugar-canes, and fruits. If difturbed, it takes to the wa-
ter; fwims with great eale, or plunges to the bottom;
and like the Hippopotamus, walks there as on dry
ground. :

It is about the fize of a fmall Cow; its nofe is long
and flender, and extends far beyond the lower jaw, form-
ing a kind of probofcis, which it can contrat or extend
at pleafure; each jaw is furnifhed with ten cutting teeth,
and as many grinders; its ears are fmall and eret; its
body formed like that of a Hog; its back arched; legs
thort; and hoofs, of which it has four upon each foot,
fmall, black, and hollow; its tail is very fmall; its hair
fhort, and of a dufky-brown colour.

The
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The Tapiir is a2 mild and timid animal, declines all
hoftilities, and flies from every appearance of danger.
Its fkin, of which the Indians make bucklers, is very
thick; and when dried, is fo hard, as to refift the im-

preflion of an arrow. The natives eat its fleth, which
15 {aid to be very good.

Tre  FHlek-Novr b L AR LI R

inhabits the fame countries with the laft-mentioned ani-
mal; and in difpofition and habits, feems greatly to re-
femble it. It lives on the banks of great rivers, {fwims
and dives remarkably well, is very dexterous in catching
fith, upon which it chiefly fubfifts: It likewife eats grain,
fruits, and fugar-canes; feeds moftly in the night, and
commits great ravages in the gardens. They generally
keep in large herds, and make a horrible noife, not much
unlike the braying of an Afs Its fleth is fat and tender;
but, like that of the Otter, has an oily and fifhy tafte.
This animal, which is alfo called the Capibara, is about
the fize of a fmall Hog, and by fome naturalifts has been
claffed with that animal. 'We have already feen, that in
difpofition and manners it is widely different; in other

refpelts,
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refpets, its affinity to the Hog kind feems to be flight,
and the chara&eriftic differenices many. The fore hoofs
are divided into four, and the hind ones into three; its
head is large and thick; and on the nofe there are long
whifkers; its ears are fmall and rounded; and its eyes
large and black ; there are two large cutting teeth, and
eight grinders in each jaw; and each of thefe grinders
forms on its furface what appears to be three teeth, flat
at their ends; the legs are fhort; the toes long, and con-
ne&ed at the bottom with a fmall web; the end of each
toe is guarded by a fmall hoof; it has no tail; the hair
on the body is thort, rough, and of a brown colour.

This animal is gentle and peaceable, eafily tamed, and
will follow thofe who feed it and treat it kindly.—As it
runs badly, on account of the peculiar conftrution of its
feet, its fafety confifts not in flight; Nature has provided
it with other means of prefervation: When in danger, 1t
plunges into the water, dives to a great diftance, and by
that means evades its purf{uers.

Tz
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We are indebted to the labours of many learned and
ingenious naturalifts for accurate defcriptions of this
wonderful creature, which in fize is only exceeded by
the Elephant, and in ftrength and power 1s inferior to
no other animal. Bontius fays, that in the bulk of its
body it equals the Elephant, but is lower only on ac-
count of the fhortnefs of its legs.

The length of this animal, from the extremity of the
muzzle to the infertion of the tail, is ufually twelve feet ;
and the circumference of its body nearly equal to its
length: Its nofe is armed with a formidable weapon, pe-
culiar to this creature, being a very hard and {olid horn,
with which it defends itfelf from every adverfary. The
Tiger will rather attack the Elephant, whofe trunk it can
lay hold of, than the Rhinoceros, which it cannot face,
without danger of having its bowels torn out. The body
and limbs of the Rhinoceros are covered with a fkin fo
hard and impenetrable, that he fears ncither the claws
of the Tiger, nor the more formidable probofcis of the

Elephant 3
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Elephant; it will turn the edge of a fcimitar, and even
refift the force of a mufket-ball. The fkin, which is of
a blackifh colour, forms itfelf into large folds at the neck,
the fhoulders, and the crupper, by which the motion of
the head and limbs is facilitated ; round the neck, which
1s very fhort, are two large folds; there is a fold from
the fhoulders, which hangs down upon the fore legs;
and another from the hind part of the back to the thighs.
The body is every-where covered with fmall tuberofities
or knots, which are fmall on the neck and back, but
larger on the fides: The thighs, legs, and even the feet,
are full of thefe incruftations, which have been miftaken
for {cales by fome authors: They are, however, orly fim-
ple indurations of the fkin, without any uniformity in
their figure, or regularity in their pofitions. Between
the folds, the fkin is- penetrable and delicate, as foft to
the touch as filk, and of a light-fleth colour; the fkin of
the belly is nearly of the fame colour and confiftency.
The body of the Rhinoceros is long and thick ; its belly
is large, and hangs near the ground; its legs fhort,
round, and very flrong; and its hoofs are divided into
three parts, each pointing forward. The head of this
animal is large; its ears long and ere&; and its eyes
{fmall, funk, and without vivacity; the upper lip is long,
overhangs the lower, and is capable of great extenfion:
It is fo pliable, that the Rhinoceros can move it from
fide to fide, twift it round a ftick, colle& its food, or
feize with it any thing it would carry to its mouth.

The Rhinoceros, without being ferocious, carnivorous,
or even extremely wild, is, however, totally untra&able
and rude. It feems to be fubject to paroxyfms of fury,
which nothing can appeafe. That which Emanuel, king

of
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of Portugal, fent to the pope in the year 1513, deftroyed
the veflel in which they were tranfporting it.

Like the Hog, this animal is fond of wallowing in the
mire. It is a folitary animal, loves moift and marfhy
grounds, and feldom quits the banks of rivers.—It is
found in Bengal, Siam, China, and other countries of
Afia; in the ifles of Java, Sumatra, Ceylon, &c.; in
Ethiopia, and the country as low as the Cape of Good
Hope: But in general, the fpecies is not numerous, and
is much lefs diffufed than that of the Elephant.

The female produces but one at a time, and at confi-
derable intervals. During the firft month, the young
Rhinoceros exceeds not the fize of a large Dog. At the
age of two years, the horn is not more than an inch
long; at fix years old, it is nine or ten inches long; and
grows to the length of three feet and a half, and fome-
times four feet. The horn is much efteemed by the na-
tives as an antidote againft poifon, as well as a remedy
for particular difeafes.

The Rhinoceros feeds on the groffeft herbs, and pre-
fers thiftles and fhrubs to foft or delicate pafturage. It
is fond of the fugar-cane, and eats all kinds of grain.

Dr Parfons remarks, that this animal has an acute and
very attentive ear: It will liften with a deep and long-
continued attention to any kind of noife; and, though it
be eating, lying down, or obeying any prefling demands
of Nature, it will raife its head, and liften till the noife
ceafe.

From the peculiar conftruétion of his eyes, the Rhi-
noceros can only fee what is immediately before him.
When he purfues any objet, he proceeds always in a
direct line, overturning every obftruction. With the

horn
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horn on his nofe, he tears up trees, raifes ftones, and
throws them behind him to a confiderable diftance.—His
fenfe of fmelling is {o exquifite, that the hunters are
obliged to avoid being to windward of him. They fol-
low him at a diftance, and watch till he lies down to
fleep: They then approach with great precaution, and
difcharge their mufkets all at once into the lower part of
the belly. :

The Rhinoceros is fuppofed to be the Unicorn of holy
writ, and poflefles all the properties afcribed to that ani-
mal,—rage, untameablenefs, great {wiftnefs, and immenfe
firength.—It was known to the Romans in very early
times, and is handed down to us in {fome of the works
of that celebrated people. Auguftus introduced one into
the thows, on his triumph over Cleopatra.

Its fleth is eaten, and is much relifhed by the natives
of India and Africa. |
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THE TWo-ﬁORNED RHINO'CEROS.

‘We have given the figure of this animal from Mr
Sparrman, whofe authenticity there is every reafon to
depend upon, and who has given a moft exa& anatomi-
cal defcription of this hitherto undefcribed animal. Of
two that were fhot, he only mentions the fize of the
fmaller of them, which was eleven feet and a half long,
feven feet high, and twelve in circumference. It was
without any folds on the fkin, which was of an afh co-
lour; excepting about the groin, where it was of a flefh-
colour. The furface of the fkin was fcabrous and knot-
ty, of a clofe texture, and when dry extremely hard.
There were no hairs on any part of the bédy, except
the edges of the ears and the tip of the tail, which were
furnithed with a few dark briftly hairs, about an inch
long. ,

‘The horns of this animal are placed one behind the
other, in a line with the nofe: The foremoft of them
meafures about eighteen inches in length, and is always

K the
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the larger of the two. It is remarkable, that the Rhino«
ceros makes ufe of the fhorter horn only for the purpofe
of digging up roots, which compofe great part of its
food; it being endued with the power of turning the
larger horn on one fide out of the way. The fhape of
the horns is conical, with the tips inclining a little back=
wards; the texture of the lower part is rough, and feems
as if it confifted of horny fibres; the upper part is fmooth
and plain, like thofe of an Ox. The feet are round, and
do not fpread much: They have three hoofs on each of
them, which projet but little; the middle one is the
longeft. The eyes of the Rhinoceros are {mall, and {unk
into its head; in confequence of which it fees indiftint-
ly : But its organs of hearing and {melling are very acute.
At the leaft noife, the creature takes the alarm, pricks
up its cars, and liftens with great attention: If it happen
to catch the fcent of any perfon within a fmall diftance,
it rufhes out with aftonifhing quicknefs; and it is difh-
cult to avoid the impetuous attack of this powerful ani-
mal. :

It has been genecrally faid of the Rhinoceros, that its
tongue is {o hard and rough as to take away the fkin and
fleth wherever it licks any perfon that has unfortunately
fallen a vi&tim to its fury: Mr Sparrman fays, however,
that he thruft his hand into the mouth of one that had
juft been fhot, and found the tongue perfeétly foft and
fmooth.—From the account of its inteftines, given us by
the fame ingenious author, we fhall juft mention the fol-
lowing, which will enable our readers to form a more
perfe&t idea of its enormous bulk:—The ftomach was
four feet in length, and two in diameter; to which was
annexed a tube or canal, twenty-eight feet long, and fix

inches
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inches diameter; the kidnies were a foot and a half in
breadth; the heart was a foot and a half long, and nearly
the fame in breadth; the liver, when meafured from
right to left, was found to be three feet and a half in
breadth, and two feet and a half deep, as it hangs in the
animal’s body when it is in a ftanding pofition; it had
no gall-bladder, in which it refembles the Horfe. Upon
opening the ftomach; the contents of it were found to
confift of roots and fmall branches of trees mafticated,
fome of which were as big as the end of a man’s finger;
in the mafs there appeared a great quantity of fucculent
plants, as well as fome that were harth and prickly: The
effluvium arifing from this mafs was fo far from being of-
fenfive, that it diffufed around a very ftrong and not dif-
agreeable aromatic odour. We fhall conclude our ac-
count of this animal by obferving, that the cavity which
contained the brains was fmall, being barely fix inches
long, and four high, and of an oval thape: Being filled
with peafe, it was found to contain barely one quart; a
human fkull, meafured at the fame time, did not require
much lefs than three pints to fill it.

K 2 e 2 )
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The great difficulties that have always attended a com-
plete inveftigation of this huge animal, have arifen as
well from the remotenefs of its fituation, as from its pe_-
culiar habits and difpofition.

Though the Hippopotamus has been celebrated from
the remoteft antiquity; though the facred writings men-
tion him under the name of Behemoth ; and though his fi-
gure is to be feen engraven on Egyptian obelitks, and on
Roman medals; yet his hiftory was very imperfectly
known to the ancients. Ariftotle fays, that he has a
mane like a Horfe, and hoofs like an Ox; tufks and tail
like a Boar; that he is of the fize of an Afs, and has the
voice of a Horfe; with other things equally abfurd ;—all
which Pliny has copied; and, inftead of correting, has
added to the number of his errors.—Of the accounts of
later writers, it is much to be lamented that fuitable deli-
neations have not accompanied their accurate defcriptions

—A general defect, by which the ftudy of nature has
been
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been much retarded, the laborious refearches of many
learned and ingenious naturalifts greatly fruftrated, and
the errors of former times repeatedly copied and multi-
plied without number.

The fize of the Hippopotamus is nearly equal to that
of the Elephant. It inhabits all the larger rivers of Afri-
ca, from the Niger to the Cape of Good Hope; but is
found in none of the African rivers that run into the Me-
diterranean, except the Nile, and in that part of it only
which is in the Upper Egypt, and in the fens and lakes
of Ethiopia, through which that river pafles.

The head of this animal is enormoulfly large; its mouth
yaftly wide. Ray fays, that the upper mandible is move-
able, like that of a Crocodile: In each jaw there are four
cutting teeth; thofe in the lower jaw point ftraight for-
ward: It has four large tufks; the largeft, which are al-
ways in the lower jaw, are fometimes above two feet
long: It is faid that the canine teeth are fo hard, as to
emit fire on being ftruck with fteel; they are perfeétly
‘white, and preferable to ivory for making artificial teeth:
The grinders are {quare or oblong, like thofe of a man;
and fo large, that a fingle tooth weighs above three
pounds: The fkin is of a dufky colour, bears a refem-
blance to that of the Rhinoceros, but is thicker, and is
made into whips: The tail is near a foot long, taper, and
flatted at the end, which is thinly furnifhed with hairs
like briftles: Its legs are fo fhort, that its belly almoft
touches the ground: The hoofs are divided into four
parts, unconnected by membranes, although it is an am-
phibious animal. When alarmed or purfued, it takes to
the water, plunges in, and finks to the bottom; where it
walks at full eafe: It often rifes to the furface, and re-

K3 maing
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mains with its head out of the water, making a bellow=
ing noife, which may be heard at a great diftance. It
feeds during night on the banks of the rivers, and fome-
times does great damage in the adjacent plantations of
rice and other grain. It is faid likewife, that it feeds
upon fith; but Dr Sparrman, in his account of this ani-
mal, denies that it feeks any other food than herbs and
grafs.

"The Hippopotamus is naturally a mild and gentle ani-
mal, very flow and heavy in its movements upon land,
but in the water bold and a&ive; and when provoked or
wounded, will rife, and attack boats or canoes with great
fury. Dampier fays, he has known one of thefe animals
fink a boat full of people, by biting a hole in the bottom
with his great tufks.—The method of taking them is by
‘digging pits in the fand, in thofe parts through which
the animal paffes in his way ta the river after he has been
feeding.

Sparrman fays, that the fleth of the Hippopotamus is
tender and good, that the fat is fine and well tafted, and
much in requeft with the colonifts at the Cape, who look
upon it as the moft wholefome meat that can be eaten.
"Lhe gelatinous part of the feet in particular 1s accounted
a great dclicacy; The dried tongue of this animal is al-
fo confidered at the Cape as a rare and excellent difh.—
That author has given an engraving of this animal, taken
from a young one which he caught at the Cape, from
The female brings forth one

which ours 1s copied.
young at a time.
Scaurus treated the Romans with one of thefe crea-
tures, and five crocodiles, during his wdilefhip, and ex-
hibited them on a temporary lake. Auguftus produced

anc in the celebration of hig triumph over Cleopatra.
THE
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Of all the creatures that have hitherto been taken into
the fervice of man, the Elephant is pre-eminent in the
fize and ftrength of his body, and inferior to none in {a-
gacity and obedience. From time immemorial this ani-
mal has been employed either for the purpofes of labour,
of war, or of oftentatious parade; to increale the gran-
deur of eaftern princes, extend their power, or enlarge
their dominions.

The Elephant is a native of Afia and Africa, and is
not to be found in its natural ftate either in Europe or
America. From the river Senegal to the Cape of Good
Hope, they are met with in great numbers: In this ex-
tenfive region, as they are more numerous than in any
other part of the world, fo are they lefs fearful of man. :
The favage inhabitants of this dreary country, inftead of
attempting to {fubdue this powerful animal, and render it

Koy fubfervient
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fubfervient to their neceflities, feem defirous only of
avoiding its fury.

Sparrman fays, that in the country near the Cape they
are fometimes feen in large herds, confifting of many
hundreds; and thinks it probable, that in the more re-
mote and unfrequented parts of that vaft country, they
are {till more numerous.

They are frequently hunted by the colonifts at the
Cape, who are very expert in fhooting them, and make
great advantage of their teeth. The largeft teeth weigh
a hundred and fifty Dutch pounds, and are fold to the
governor for as many guilders; fo that a man may earn
three hundred guilders at one fhot. It is not therefore
to be wondered, that a traffic {o lucrative {hould tempt
the hunters to run great ritks, In approaching this ani-
mal, great care muft be taken to fteal upon him unper-
ceived: If the Elephant difcovers his enemy near him,
he rufhes out, and endeavours to kill him. One of thefe
hunters being out upon a plain, under the fhelter of g
few {cattered thorn trees, thought he fhould be able to
advance near enough to fhoot an Elephant that was at a
little diftance from him: He was difcovered, purfued,
and overtaken by the animal, which laid hold of him
with his trunk, and beat him inftantly to death.

The height of the Elephant at the Cape is from twelve
to fifteen feet. The female is lefs than the male, and
her tufks do not grow to fuch a fize.—The ears are pro=-
digioufly large, and marked on the edges with deep inci-
fions: They are pendulous, except when the animal is
irritated ; at which time he draws them up almoft in the
form of a purfe, and points them forward. The ear of
an Elephant fhat at the Cape, was faid to reach from the

fhoulders
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fhoulders of a middle-fized Hottentot to the ground.—
There are four grinders in each jaw, clofely united toge-

‘ther, forming, with the jaw-bone, one hard and compa&

body. One of thefe grinders fometimes meafures nine
inches broad, and weighs four pounds and a half.—The
texture of the fkin is uneven, wrinkled, and knotty; full
of deep fiffures, nearly refembling the bark of an old oak
tree, which run in all direCtions over the {urface of it:
It is of a tawny colour, inclining to citron. In the fif-
{ures there are fome briftly hairs, which are alfo thinly
{cattered over the body.—The legs of this creature re~
femble mafly columns, of fifteen or eighteen inches dia-
meter, and from five to fix feet high.—The foot is fhort,
and divided into five toes, covered with the fkin, fo as
not to be vifible. To each toe there is affixed a nail or
hoof, of a horny fubftance.

The moft remarkable feature of the Elephant is hig
trunk or probofcis, which is compofed of membranes,
nerves, and mufcles, It is both an organ of feeling and
of motion. The animal cannot only move and bend it,
but can contract, lengthen, and turn it in every diretion.
'The extremity of the trunk terminates in a protuberance,
which ftretches out on the upper fide in the form of a
finger, and poflefles in a great degree the nicenefs and
dexterity of that ufeful member. It is equally flexible,
and as capable of laying hold of obje&s as the fingers of
a man. He lifts from the ground the fmalleft piece of
money ; he felects herbs and flowers, and picks them up
one by one; he unties the knots of ropes, opens and
fhuts gates, &c. With his trunk he grafps any body
which it is applied to, fo firmly, that no force can tear it
gérom his gripe,

Of
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Of all the inftruments which Nature has fo liberally
beftowed on her moft favourite productions, the trunk of
the Elephant is perhaps the moft complete and the moft
admirable. Ray fays, it is divided into three partitions
or chambers, two of which run in fpiral diretions, and
the other in a right line. It is eight feet long in an Ele-
phant of fourteen feet high, and five feet in circumfe-
rence at the thickeft part. The noftrils are fituated at
the extremity, through which it draws in water by a
ftrong fulion, either for the purpofe of quenching its
thirft, or of wathing and cooling itfelf, which it fre=
quently does, by taking up a large quantity, part of
which it carries to its mouth, and drinks; and by ele-
vating - the trunk, allows the remainder to run over every
part of its body.

Roots, herbs, leaves, and tender wood, are the ordi-
nary food of the Elephant: It likewife eats grains and
fruit, but will not eat flefh nor filh. When one of them
difcovers a plentiful pafture, he calls to the others, and
invites them to eat with him. As they require a great
quantity of forage, they frequently change their pafture,
and do incredible damage whenever they happen to ftray
on cultivated ground. From the weight of their bodies
and the fize of their feet, they deftroy much more than
they ufe for food. One of them will eat one hundred
and fifty pounds of grafs in a day; fo that a troop of
thefe animals lays a whole country wafte in a fhort time.
The Indians and negroes ufe every artifice to prevent the
approach of thefe unwelcome vifitants, making loud
noifes, and kindling fires round their habitations; but
in fpite of all their precautions, the Elephants often break
through their fences, deftroy their whole harveft, and

overturn
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everturn their huts. It is not eafy to feparate them:
They generally a& in concert, whether they attack,
march, or fly.

The ordinary walk of the Elephant is not quicker than
that of a Horfe; but when pufhed, he afflumes a kind of
ambling pace, which in fleetnefs 1s equal to a gallop.
He goes forward with eafe and celerity ; but it is with
great difficulty that he turns himfelf round, and that not
without taking a pretty large circuit. It is generally in
narrow and hollow places that the negroes attack him,
snd eyt off his tail, which they value above every other
part of his body.—He fwims well, and is of great ufe in
carrying great quantities of baggage over large rivers.
When {wimming, he raifes his long trunk above the fur-
face of the water for the fake of refpiration, every other
part of his body being below: In this manner feveral of
thefe animals {wim together, and fteer their courfe with-
out danger of running foul of each other.

The Elephant, when tamed, is gentle, obedient, and
docile : Patient of labour, it {fubmits to the moft toilfome
drudgery; and fo attentive to the commands of its go-
vernor, that a word or a look is fufficient to ftimulate it
to the moft violent exertions. Its attachment to its
keeper 1s fo great, that it carefles him with its trunk,
and frequently will obey no other mafter: It knows his
voice, and can diftinguifh the tone of command, of anger,
or of approbation, and regulates its aions accordingly :
It receives his orders with attention, and executes them
with eagernefs, but without precipitation. All its mo-
tions are orderly, and feem to correfpond with the digni-
ty of its appearance, being grave, majeftic, and cautious.
¥t kneels down for the accommodation of thofe who

would
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would mount upon its back, and with its pliant trunk
even affifts them to afcend. It fuffers itfelf to be har-
nefled, and feems to have a pleafure in the finery of its
trappings. It is ufed in drawing chariots, waggons, and
various kinds of machines. One of thefe animals will
perform with eafe the work of many Horfes.

The conductor of the Elephant is ufually mounted on
its neck; and makes ufe of a rod of iron, fharp at the
end, and hooked, with which he urges the animal for-
ward, by pricking its head, ears, or muzzle; but in ge-
neral, a word from the keeper is fufficient to encourage
this intelligent creature to proceed on its way, or perform
the tafk affigned to it.~—In India, where they were once
employed in launching fhips, one of them was direGted
to force a large veflel into the water; which proving {u-
perior to its ftrength, the mafter, in an angry tone, cried
out, ¢ Take away that lazy beaft, and bring another in its
place.” The poor animal inftantly redoubled its efforts,
frattured its fkull, and died upon the fpot.

The Indians, from very early periods, have employed
Elephants in their wars: Porus oppofed the paffage of
Alexander over the Hydafpes with eighty-five of thefe
animals. M. de Buffon imagines that it was fome of the
Elephantg taken by that monarch, and afterwards tran-
fported into Greece, which were employed by Pyrrhus
againft the Romans.—Since the invention of fire-arms,
the Elephant has been of little ufe in deciding the con-
tefts of hoftile nations; for, being terrified with the

- flath of the powder and the report that immediately fuc-
ceeds, they are foon thrown into confufion, and then
become “dangerous to their employers.—They are now
chiefly ufed for the purpofes of labour or magnificent pa-

: rade.
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rade. The Indian princes, in their travels, are attended
by hundreds of thefe animals: Some are employed to
convey the ladies which compofe the feraglio, in latticed
cages made for that purpofe, and covered with branches
of trees; whillt others tranfport immenfe quantities of
baggage, with which the fovereigns of the Eaft are al-
ways accompanied in their marches from one place to
another. . They are likewife made ufe of as the dreadful
inftruments of executing condemned criminals—a tafk
which they perform with great dexterity. At the word
of command, they break the limbs of the criminal with
their trunks; they fometimes trample him to death, or
impale him on their enormous tufks, juft as they are di-
rected by their more barbarous keeper. ,

It 1s a fingular circumftance in the hiftory of this ex-
traordinary animal, that, in a ftate of fubjetion, it is
unalterably barren; and, though it has been reduced un-
der the dominion of man for ages, it has never been
known to breed,—as if it had a proper fenfe of its de-
graded condition, and obftinately refufed to increafe the
pride and power of its conqueror by propagating a race
of flaves. It therefore follows, that of all the numerous
bands of thefe creatures that are trained to fervice, there
is not one that has not been originally wild, nor one
that has not been forced into a ftate of fubje@ion. To
recruit, therefore, the numbers that are unavoidably con-
fumed by difeafe, accident, or age, the eaftern princes
are obliged every year to fend into the forefts, and to ufe
various methods to procure frefh fupplies.

The manner of taking, taming, and rendering thefe
animals fubmiffive, is curious, and well deferves a place
in the hiftory of the Elephant :—In the midft of a foreft

abounding
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abounding with Elephants, a large piece of ground is
marked out, and furrounded with ftrong palifades, inter
woven with branches of trees: One end of the inclofure
is narrow; from which it widens gradually, fo as to take
in a great extent of country. Several thoufand men are
employed upon the occafion, who place themfelves in
fuch a manner as to prevent the wild Elephants from
making their efcape: They kindle large fires at certain
diftances, and make a dreadful noife with drums and
various kinds of difcordant inftruments, calculated for
the purpofe of ftunning and terrifying the poor animals s
whilft another party, confifting of fome thoufands, with
the affiftance of tame female Elephants, trained for the
purpofe, drive the wild Elephants flowly towards the
great opening of the inclofure, the whole train of hun-
ters clofing in after them, fhouting, and 'making a great
noife, till the: Elephants are driven by infenfible degrees
into the narrow part of the inclofure, through which
there is an opening into a fmaller fpace, ftrongly fenced
in, and guarded on all fides. As foon as one of the Ele-
phants enters this ftrait, a ftrong bar clofes the pafiage
from behind, and he finds himfelf completely environed.
On the top of this narrow paflage fome of the huntfmen
ftand with goads in their hands, urging the creature for~
ward to the end of the paflage, where there is an open-
ing, jult wide enough to let him pafs. He is now re-
ceived into the cuftody of two female Elephants, who
ftand on each fide of him, and prefs him into the fervice:
If he is likely to prove refrattory, they begin to difci-
pline him with their trunks, till he is reduced to obedi-
ence, and fuffers himfelf to be led to a tree, where he is
bound by the leg with ftout thongs, made of untanned
elk
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elk or buck fkin. The tame Elephants are then led back
to the inclofure; and the others are made to fubmit in
the fame manner. They are all fuffered to remain faft
to the trees for feveral days. Attendants are placed by
the fide of each animal, who fupply him with food by lit-
tle and little, till he is brought by degrees to be fenfible
of kindnefs and carefles, and allows himfelf to be led to
the ftable. ' In the fpace of fourteen days, his abfolute
{ubmiflion is completed. During that time he is fed dai-
ly with cocoa-nut leaves, and led once a day to the water
by the tame ones. He becomes accuftomed to the voice
of his keeper, and at laft quietly refigns his prodigious
powers to the dominion and fervice of man.

The time of geftation in this animal is hitherto but im-
perfectly known: Ariftotle fays, it goes two years with
young; which is the more likely, as the feafon of defire
in the male returns but once in three years. The female
produces one young at a time. The young Elephants
are {aid to fuck with their trunk. The breafts of the fes
male are fituated between its fore legs.

This animal is thirty years in arriving at its full
growth; and is faid to lite, though in a ftate of capti-
vity, to the age of a hundred and twenty or a hundred
and thirty years: In a ftate of unreftrained freedom,
they are fuppofed to live much longer.

The Elephant will drink wine, and is fond of {piritous
liquors. By fhewing him a veflel filled with arrack, he
is induced to exert the greateft efforts, and perform the
moft painful tafks, in hopes of receiving it as the reward
of his Iabour. To difappoint him is dangerous, as he
feldom fails to be revenged. The following inftance is
given as a falt, and deferves to be recorded :—An Ele-

phant
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phant difappointed of its reward, out of revenge killed
his cornac or governor.. The poor man’s wife, who be-
held the dreadful {cene, took her two infants, and threw
them at the feet of the enraged animal, {aying, ¢ Since
you have flain my hufband, take my life alfo, as well as
that of my children’ The Elephant inftantly ftopped, ©
relented, and, as if ftung with remorfe, took the eldeft
boy in its trunk, placed him on its neck, adopted him
for its cornac, and would never allow any other perfon
to mount it.

This animal feems to know when it is mocked, and
never fails to retaliate accordingly. A painter withed to
draw the animal in an unufual attitude, with its trunk
elevated, and its' mouth open.. In order to induce the
Elephant to exhibit to more advantage,: a perfon was em-
ployed to throw fruit into its mouth, who fometimes de-
ceived it by only making an offer of doing fo, and retain-
ing at the fame time the fruit in his hand. Enraged at
this kind of treatment; and, as it thould feem, guefling
the painter to be the caufe, it threw out fuch a quantity
of water from its trunk, as fpoiled his paper, and pre-
vented him from proceeding in his work.

We might quote many other facts equally curious and
interefting : Thofe we have already recited are fufficient
to fhew, that the Elephant is poflefied of inftinctive fa-
culties fuperior to thofe of any other animal. We muft
at the fame time admire the admirable order of that
difpenfation, which, to an animal of duch unequalled
powers, has added a difpofition fo mild and traQable.
What ravages might we not expect from the prodigious
firength of the Elephant, combined with the fiercenefs
and rapacity of the Tiger !

We
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" We cannot clofe our account of the Elephant, with-
out taking fome notice of the teeth of that animal, which
have been fo frequently found in a toffil ftate in various
parts of the world. Some years ago, two great grinding-
teeth, and part of the tufk of an Elephant, were difco-
vered, at the depth of forty-two yards, in a lead mine,
in Flintfhire, lying in a bed of gravel: The grinders
were almoft as perfedt as if they had been juft taken from
the animal; the tufk was much decayed, and very foft.—
Near the banks of many rivers in Siberia, large tufks and
teeth have been frequently dug up, which have been at-
tributed to a creature called the Mammouth ; but they are
now univerfally believed to have belonged to the Ele-
phant. The molares or grinders are perfetly the fame
with thofe of the prefent race; but both they and the
tufks are much larger: Some of the latter have been
known to weigh four hundred pounds; and grinders, of
the weight of twenty-four pounds, have not unfrequently
been difcovered. Omne of thefe was taken from a ikeleton
of the fame head in which the tufks were found; and
as the ivory of the latter was in every refpect the fame
as that generally known, and made ufe of for the pur-
pofes of ufeful and ornamental works, we cannot deny
our aflent to the opinion of thofe who fuppofe them to
have been once pasts of the animals we have juft de=-
fcribed.—Tutks of a prodigious fize, teeth, jaw-bones,
thigh-bones, and vertebrz, have likewife béen frequently
found on the banks of the river Ohio, in America, five
or fix feet beneath the furface. Some of the tufks are
near {even feet long, one foot nine inches in circumfe-
rence at the bafe, and one foot near the point. They
differ from thofe of the Elephant in having a larger twift

L ot
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or fpiral curve towards the fmall end. There is a ftill
greater difference in the form of the grinders, which are
made like thofe of a carnivorous animal, not flat and
ribbed tranfverfely on their furface, like thofe of an Ele-
phant, but furnifhed with a double row of high and co-
nic projections, as if intended to mafticate, not grind,
their food.—Specimens of thefe teeth and bones are de-
pofited in the Britith Mufeum, that of the Royal So-
ciety, and in the cabinet of the late ingenious Dr Hun-
ter.—Thefe follil bones are alfo found in Peru, and in
the Brazils. As yet, the living animal has evaded the
fearch of the curious naturalift. It is not improbable,
that it may exift in fome of thofe remote parts of that
va{l continent, yet unpenetrated by Europeans.
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ANnimaLs oF THE CAT KinbD.

WE have hitherto been employed in the pleafing

tatk of defcribing moft of thofe numerous tribes
of animals that are more nearly connected with the inte-
refts of mankind; that {erve as the inftruments of man’s
happinefs, or at leaft, that do not openly oppofe him;
that depend upon his care for their fubfiftence; and in
their turn contribute largely to his comfort and {upport.
We have taken an ample range among the wilder inha-
bitants of the foreft, which, though in a more remote
degree dependant upon man, are neverthelefs objects of
his attention and purfuit. We have followed Nature to
her moft retired recefles, and have feen and admired
her works under a variety of the moft beautiful living
forms, but our progrefs has hitherto been unftained with
blood.
The attention of our readers will now be engaged in
a different purfuit; the fcene muft be diverfified. We
come now to a fanguinary and unrelenting tribe,—the
bold and intrepid enemies of man, that difdain to own
his power, and carry on unceafing hoftilities againft him.
This numerous and ferocious tribe is chiefly diftin-
guifhed by their fharp and formidable claws, which are
lodged in a fheath, and are capable of being extended or
drawn in at pleafure. 'They lead a folitary and a raven-
ous life, and never unite for mutual defence or fupport,
like thofe of the herbivorous kinds. They feek their
food alone, and are frequently enemies to each other.
Though differing greatly in fize or in colour, they are
nearly allied to each other in form and difpofition, ‘being

L equally
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equally fierce, rapacious, and artful.——At the head of
this numerous cla{s we fhall place

hd stons bt Tog MOnoHNg
WHICH is eminently diftinguifthed from the reft,

as well in fize and ftrength, as by his large and
flowing mane.

‘This animal is produced in every part
of Africa, and the hotteft parts of Afia. It is found in
the greateft numbers in the fcorched and defolate regions
of the torrid zomne, in the deferts of Zaara and Biledul-
gerid, and in all the interior parts of the vaft continent
of Africa.—In thefe defert regions, from whence man-
kind are driven by the rigorous heat of the climate, this
animal reigns fole mafter; its difpofition feems to par-
take of the ardour of its native foil; inflamed by the in-
fluence of a burning fun, its rage is moft tremendous,
and its courage undaunted. Happily, indeed, the fpecies
1s
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© is not numerous, and is faid to be greatly diminifhed;
for, if we may credit the teftimony of thofe who have
traverfed thefe vaft deferts, the number of Lions is not
nearly fo great as formerly. Mr Shaw obferves, that
the Romans carried more Lions from Lybia in one year
for their public fpe&tacles, than could be found in all
that country at this time. It is likewife remarked, that
in Turkey, Perfia, and the Indies, Lions.are not now fo
frequently met with as in former times.

It is obferved of this animal, that its courage dimi=
nithes, and its caution and timidity are greater, in pro-
portion as it approaches the habitations of the human
race. Being acquainted with man, and the power of his
arms, it lofes its natural fortitude to fuch a degree, as to
be terrified at the found of his voice. It has been known
to fly even before women and children, who were found
fuflicient to drive it away from its lurking places in the
neighbourhood of their villages.

‘This alteration in the Lion’s difpofition fufficiently
thews, that it will admit of a certain degree of educa-
tion: And it is a well-known fack, that the keepers of
wild beafts frequently play with this animal, pull out his
tongue, hold him by the teeth, and even chaftife him
without caufe. The animal feems to bear all with a ful-
len kind of compofure, and rarely retaliates this unme-
rited treatment. It is dangerous, however, to provoke
him too far, or to depend upon his temper with too great
fecurity. Labat tells us of a gentleman who kept a Lion
in his chamber, and employed a fervant to attend it;
who, as is ufual,” mixed his blows with carefles. This
ill-judged aflociation continued for fome time. One
morning the gentleman was awakened by an unufua]

L3 noife
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noife in his room; and, drawing his curtains, he per-
ceived it to proceed from the Lion, which was growling
over the body of the unhappy man, whom it had juft
killed, and had feparated his head from his body. The
terror and confufion of the gentleman may be eafily con-
ceived: He flew out of the room, and with the afliftance
of fome people, had the animal fecured from doing fur-
ther mifchief. .

As the paffions of this animal are ftrong, and its appe-
tites vehement,