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ADVERTISEMENT. 

IN difpofing the order of the following work, we have not 

thought it neceffary to confine -ourfelves ftricHy within the 

rules prefcribed by fyftematic writers on this part of Natural 

Hiftory; as it was not fo much the object of our plan, to lay 

down a methodical arrangement of the various tribes of four­

footed animals, as to give: a clear and concife account of the 

nature, habits, and dif pofition of each, accompanied with more 

accurate reprefentations than have hitherto appeared in any work 

of this kind. Our difregard of f yftem, however, has not pre­

vented us from attending to the great divifions of ~adrupeds, 

fo obvioufly marked out by the· hand of Nature, and fo clearly 

diftinguifhed, that the mo-ft carelefs obferver cannot avoid being 

forcibly ftruck with an agreement of parts in the outward ap-

- pearance of the different individuals of which each confifts. 

The intermediate ftations, however, have not been always fo 

clearly defined ; thefe are frequently occupied by charact.ers fo 

dubious, that naturalifts have not always agreed in afcribing to 

each its proper place : Of this kind are the Elephant, the Hip­

popotamus, the Rhinoceros, the Carneleopard, the Badger, the 

Beaver, the Hedge-hog , the Sloth, the J erboa, &c. which bear 

in themfelves characteriftics fo peculiar, that they might feem to 

conftitute diftinct genera, and fo confpicuous, that they cannot 

eafily be overlooked nor forgotten in the general group. 

We have endeavoured to lay before our readers a particular 

accom1t of the animals with which our own country is abundantly 

ftored, efpecially of thofe which fo materially contribute to the 

ftrength, the wealth, and the happinefs of this kingdom ; of thefe 

the Horfe, the Cow, and the Sheep claim th_e firfl place ; and in 

treating of thefe, we have noticed the improvements which an 

enlarged fyftem of agriculture, fupported by a noble fpirit of 

generous emulation, has introdµced into all parts of the country. 

It may perhaps be thought neceffary to offer fome apology for 

the evident want of proportion obfervable in the fizes of the d.if. 

ferent animals ; a d~fecl to which every work of this kind muft, 

in -fame meafure, be: liable. In adverting to this, we found, that 

at whatever point, between the Elephant and the Moufe, the , 

fcale were to be fixed, a great and unavoidable ' deficiency would 

be the confequence ; we were therefore obliged to re1inquifl1 a 

plan, which~ fo far from being praB:icable, would have been th~ 

means of t4rc;iwing th~ whol~ into irregularity and confufiqn. 
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THE I-I · 0 F.. S E. 

T HE various excellencies of this noble animal, the' 

grandeur of his ftature, the elegance and propor­
tion of his parts, the beautiful fmoothnefs of his !kin, the 

variety and gracefulnefs of his motions, and above a:1, ii:s 
ufefulnefs, entitle him to a precedence in the hi:fl:ory of 

the brute creation. 

There are few ~parts of the known world where the 

Horfe is not produced; but if we would fee him in the 

enjoyment of his native freedom, (unfubdued by the re­

:fl:raints man has impofed upon him) we muft look for him 
in the wild and extenfive plains of Africa ,md Arabia, 
where he ranges without controul, in a :fl:ate of entire in­

flependency. In thof e immenf e tracts the wild Horfes 
A rp.·ay 
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may be feen feeding together, in droves of four or five 
hundred; one of them always alting as centinel, to give 
notice of approaching danger : This he does by a kind of 
fnorting noife, upon which they all fly off with afi:oniili­
ing rapidity. The wild Horfes of Arabia are efteemed 
the moft beautiful in the world: They are of a brown co­
lour, their mane and tail of black tufted hair, very iliort; 
they are fmaller than the tame ones, are very altive, and 
of great f wiftnefs. The mofl: ufual method of taking 
them is with traps concealed in the fand, by which they 
are entangled and caught.--It is probable there were 
once wild Horfes in Europe, which have long fince been 
brought under fubjeltion. Thofe found in America were 
originally of the Spaniili breed, fent thither upon its firft 
difcovery, which have fince become wild, and fpread 
themfelves over various parts of that vaft continent. 
They are generally fmall, not exceeding fourteen hands 
high; with thick heads and clumf y joints: Their ears 
and necks are longer than thofe of the Englifh Horfes. 
They are eafily tamed; and if by accident they are fet at 
liberty, they feldom become wild again; but know their 

. mailer, and may be eafily caught by him. 
The H orfe, in his domeftic ftate, is generous, docile, 

f pi rited, and yet obedient; adapted to the various pur­
pofes of pleafure and convenience1 he is equally fervicea­
ble in the draught, the field, or the race. 

There is fcarcely an Arabian, how poor foever in other 
refpell:s, but is poffeifed of his Horfe, which he confiders 
as an invaluable treafure. Having no other houfe but a 

- tent to dvvell in, the Arabian and his Horfe Jive upon the 
moft equal te;:ms: His wife and family, his mare and her 
foal, are often feen lying indifcriminately together; whilft 

the 
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the little children frequently climb without fear upon the 
body of the inoffenfive animal, which permits them to 
play with and carefs it without injury. The Arabs never 
beat their Horfes; they fpeak to, and feem to hold friend­
ly intercourfe with them; they never whip them, and 
feldom, but in cafes of neceffity, make ufe of the fpur. 
Their agility in leaping is very great; and if the rider 
happen to fall, they are fo traB:able as to frand frill in the 
midfr of the mofr rapid career. The Arabian Horfes are 
of a middle fize in general, lefs than thofe of this country, 
eaf y and graceful in their motions, and rather inclined to 
leannefs.-It is worthy of remark, that there, infread of 
cro:ffing the breed, the Arabs take every precaution to 
keep it pure and unmixed: They preferve with the great­
eft care, and for an amazing length of time, the races of 
their horfes-Thofe of the firft kind are called Nobles, 
being " of a pure and ancient race, purer than milk." 
They have likewife two other kinds, which have been de­
graded by common alliances, and fell at inferior prices. 

From Arabia the race of Horfes has probably extended 
into Barbary and other parts of Africa, thofe being confi­
dered as next to the Arabian Horfes in f wiftnefs and beau­
ty, though they are frill fmaller. The Spani{h Genette is 
alfo held in great eftimation ; like the former they are 
fmall, but beautiful, and extremely f wift. The Horfes 
of India and many parts of China are extremely fmall and 
-vicious : One of thefe was fome years ago brought into 
this country as a prefent to the queen, which was very 
little larger than fome maftiffs, meafuring only nine hands 
in height. 

In Great-Britain the breed of Horfes feems to be as 
mixed as that of its inhabitants. By great attention to the 

Ai un .. '-
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improvement of this noble animal, by a judicious mixture 
of feveral kinds, and by fuperior fkill in management, the 
Englifh 

R A C E - H Q. R S E * 
is allowed to excel thofe of the reft of Europe, or per­
haps the whole world. For fupporting a continuance of 
violent exertion, ( or what is called, in the language of 

the 

* The fo11owing ;:iccount of the prizes won by fame of our capi­
tal Race-Harres, will fhew the importance of that breed in Eng­
land, where fuch vaft fums frequently depend on the iffue of t heir 
contefls : 

BAY MALTON, (by Sarnpfon) the property of the late Marquis of 
Rockingham, in feven prizes won the amazing furn of 5,9001. At 
York he run four miles in feven minutes and fortv-three and an half 
feconds, which was feven and an half feconds '1efs time than was 
ever done before ovt::r the fame courfe. 

CATO, a famous Horfe bred by George Bowes, Efq; of Gibfide, 
won the firft king's plate run for at Newca.ftle upon Tyne. Befides 
which, he won five king's plates, and near 3,0001. in fundry prizes. 

CHILDERS, (well known by the name of Flying Childers)the pro­
perty of the Dul e of Devonf11ire, was allowed by fportfmen to be 
the flee:teft Horfe that ever was bred in the world: He ftarted at 
Newmarket fevera1 times againfr the beft Horfes of his time, and 

wa~ 
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the turf, bottom) they are fuperior to the Arabian, the 
Barb, or the Perfian; and for f wiftnefs they will yield 
the palm to none. An ordinary Racer is known to go 
at the rate of a mile •in lefs than two minutes; but there 
have been inftances of much greater rapidity: The fa-

A 3 mous 

was never beaten: He won, in different prizes, to the amount of 
nearly 2,0001.; and was afterwards referved as a fiallion .-The 
fire of Childers was an Arabian, fent by a gentleman as a prefent 
to his brother in England. 

D0RIMANT, a famous Horfe belonging to Lord Olfory, won 
prizes to the amazing amount of 13,363 I. 

LITTLE DRIVER (by the famous Childers) won 1,4591. in 501. 
plates; and beat, at different times, forty-four running Horfes, 
which had collectively won two hundred and three prizes. 

ECLIPSE was allowed to be the fleeteft Horfe that ever ran in 
England fi.nce <the time of Childers. After winning king 's plates 
-and other prizes to a great amount, he now covers, by fubfcription, 
forty ma.res, at thirty guineas each; befi.des thofe of hi s owner. 

GIMCRACK won prizes to the amountpf above 5,0001. He like­
wife ran a match in France, of twenty-two miles and an half within 
the hour, for a confi.derable fnm. 

HrGHFLYER was accounted the beft Horfe of his time in England. 
The fums he ,van and received amounted to near 9,0001. though be 
never ftarted after five years old. He was never beat, nor ever paid 
a forfeit. , 

MATCHEM, a Horfe belonging to the late W. Fenwick, Efq; be­
fides being a capital racer, was particularly remarkable as a ftallion; 
and may be truly faid to have earned more money than any other 
Horfe in the world . He was engaged, for the latter nine years of 
his life, to cover twenty-five mares, at fifty gnineas (1 mare; and 
was uncommonly fuccefsf4l in the celebrity of his progeny, having 
been fire to many of our mofi: famous rnnnin g Horfes. He was re­
markable for being the quieteft: ft allion that ever was kno wn ; to 
which, perhaps, may be attributed his great age, being in the thir­
ty-third year of his age \J\1hen he died. 

PYRRHUS won upwards of u,5001. 
SHARK won, befides a cup value nags, and eleven hogfl1ea<l s of 

claret, the amazing furn of 15,507gs, in plates , matches, and for­
feits . 

The mofl: extraordinary infl:ance of fl eetn efs, in a trotting pace, 
we remember to have feen recorded, was performed, on the 4th of 
July, 1788, for a wager of thirty guineas, by a Horfc, the proper­
ty of a gentleman of Billiter-fquare, London. He trott ed thirty 
miles in an hour and twenty minutes, though he was allowed, by 
the terms of the bet, an hour and an half 
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mous Horfe Childers has been known to move eighty­

two feet and an half in a fecond, or nearly a mile in a 

minute; he has run round the courfe at Newmarket, 

which is little lefs thap four miles, in fix minutes and 

forty f ecopds. 

THE H U N T E R 

is a happy combination of the Race-Horfe with others of 

fuperior ftrength, but inferior in fwiftnefs; and may be 

confidered as the moft ufeful breed of Horfes in Europe. 

Geldings of this kind are fent over to the continent (where 

their fuperior worth is univerfally acknowledged) in great 

pumbers, and fold at very high prices to foreigners of the 

firft diftinllion. The mixture of this with others of infe­

rior rank forms 'an endlefs variety, the different gradations 

becoming too minute to be difcriminated. 

THE 
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THE B L A C K - H O R S E. 

No other country has produced a breed of Horfes equal 

in .fize and ftrength to the larger kind of our draught 

Horfes. The cavalry of England is in general form ed of 

this clafs of Horfes; but their inutility being experienced 

in fome fituations, others of a lighter and more atl:ive 

kind have been fubflituted in a few regiments. The fens 

of Lincolnfhire generally produce a larger breed than any 

other part of the kingdom. In London there have been 

inflances where a fingle Horfe of that kind has drawn, 

for a fmall fpace, the enormous weight of three tons, 

half of which is known to be their ordinary draught. 

A1 THE 
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THE COMMON CART-HORSE 
is inferior to the lafl: in fize and fl:rength: His form is 
heavy, his motions flow, and his afpell: without f prightli­
nefs; he is neverthelefs extremely ufeful, and is employed 
in the bufinefs of agr:culture and other domeftic con­
cerns. 

Till of late years Pack-H01fes were employed, in the 
northern counties of England, to carry the different ma­
nufall:ures and articles of traffic from one part of the 
kingdom to another; but the improved fl:ate of OU!" roads 
has caufed that mode of conveyance to be almofl: entirely 
laid afide. In their journies over tracklefs moors they 
fl:rilrly adhere to the line of order and regularity cufl:om 
has taught them to obferve: The leading Horfe, which 
is always chofen for his fagacity and fl:eadinefs, being 
furniilied with bells, gives notice to the reft, who follow 
the found, and generally without much deviation , though 

fometimes 
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fometimes at a confiderable diftance. The following in­

fiance will ihew with what obftinate perfeverance they 

have been known to obferve the line of their order:­

Some years ago one of thefe Horfes, which had been 

long accuftomed to follow his leader, by accident or fa­

tigue was thrown into an inferior rank; the poor ani­

mal, as if fenfible of his difgrace, by the moft ftrenuous 

exertions at length recovered his ufual ftation, which he 

maintained during the remainder of the journey; but, on 

his arrival in the inn-yard, he dropped down dead upon 

the f pot, his life falling a facrifice to his ambition-A 

fpecies of heroifm we muft admire even in the brute cre­

ation. 

Although the Horfe is endowed with vaft firength and 

powers, he feldom exerts either to the prejudice of his 

maCT:er: On the contrary, he feems to participate in his 

pleafures, and fhares with him in his labours; generous 

and perfevering, he gives up his whole powers to the fer­

vice of his mafier; though bold and intrepid, he repreffes 

the natural vivacity and fire of his temper, and not only 

, yields to the hand, but feems to confult the inclination of 

his rider. 

But it muft continue to be matter of regre t to every 

feeling mind, that thefe excellent qualities fhould be often 

fhamefuliy abufed in the mofl: unneceffary exertions ; and 

the honeft labours of this noble animal thrown away in the 

ungrateful taik of accompli-fhing the purpofes of unfeeling 

folly,- or lavi-fhed in gratifying the expell:ations of an in­

temperate moment. 
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THE M U L E. 

THIS ufeful and hardy animal is the offspring of the 

Horfe and the Afs, and being barren, furnillies us 

with an indifputable proof that the two fpecies are per­

fectly · diftinct. Nature has providently flopped the fur­

ther propagation of thefe heterogeneous productions, to 

preferve, uncontaminated, the form of each animal; with­

out which regulation the races would, in a lliort time, be 

mixed with each other, and every creature lofing its ori­

ginal perfection, would rapidly degenerate. 

The common Mule is very healthy, and will live above 

thirty years : It is found very ferviceable in carrying bur­

thens, particularly in mountainous and ftony places where 

Horfes are not fo fore-footed. The fize and ftrength of 

our breed has lately been much improved by the importa­

tion of Spanilli Male-Affes; and it were much to be wifu­

ed that the ufeful qualities of this animal were more at­

tended to: For by proper care in its breaking, its natural 

f>bftinacy would be in a great meafure corrected ; and it 

might 
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might be formed with fuccefs, for the faddle, the draught, 

or the burthen. 
People of the firfl quality in Spain are drawn by Mules, 

where fifty or fixty guineas is no uncommon price for one 

of them; nor is it furprizing, when we confider how far 

they excel the Horfe in travelling in a mountainous coun­

try, the Mule being able to tread fecurely where the for­

mer can hardly ftand. Their manner of going down the 

precipices of the Alps, the Andes, &c. is very extraordi­

nary; and with it we will conclude their hiftory. In thefe 

paifages, on one fide, are fteep eminences, and on the 

other, fri ghtful abyifes; and, as they generally follow the 

direB:ion of the mountain, the road, infiead of lying in a 

level, forms at every little diftance fteep declivities, of fe­

veral hundred yar<ls downward. Thefe can only be de­

fcended by Mules; and the animal itfelf feems fenfible of 

the danger, and the caution that is to be ufed in fuch de­

fcents. When they come to the edge of one of thefe de­

fcents, they ftop without being checked by the rider; and 

if he inadvertently attempt to fpur them on, they continue 

immoveable. They feem all this time ruminating on the 

danger that lies before them, and preparing themfelves 

for the encounter. They not only attentively view the 

road, but tremble and fnort at the danger. Having pre­

pared for the defcent, they place their fore feet in a pof­

ture, as if they were ftopping themfelves; they then alfo 

put their hinder feet together, but a little forward, as if 

they were going to lie down. In this attitude, having 

taken as it were a furvey of the road, they {lide down with 

the fwiftnefs of a meteor, In the mean time, all the rider 

has to do is to keep himfelf faft on the faddle without 

checking the rem; for the leaft motion is fuflicient to dif~ 

order 
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order the equilibrium of the Mule; in which cafe they 
both unavoidably perifh. But their addrefs in this rapid 
defcent is truly wonderful; for in their fwifteft motion, 
when they feem to have loft all government of themfelves; 
they follow exall:ly the different windings of the road, as 
if they had previoufly fettled in their minds the route they 
were to follow, and taken every precaution for their fafe­
ty. In this journey the natives place themfelves along the 
fides of the mountains, and holding by the roots of the 
trees, animate the beafts with fhouts, and encourage them 
to perfevere. Some Mules, after being long ufed to thefc , 
journies, acquire a kind of reputation for their fafety and 
frill; and their value rifes in proportion to their fame • 

• 
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T H E A S S. 

THE Afs, it is probable, was originally a native of 
Arabia and other parts of the eaft : The deferts of 

Lybia and Numidia, and many iflands of the Archipelago, 
contain vaft herds of wild Affes, which run with fuch 
amazing f wiftnefs, that even the courfers of the country 
can hardly overtake them. They are chiefly caught by 
the natives on account of their flefh, which is eaten by 
them, and confidered as a delicious repaft. The fle{h of 
the common or tame Afs is however drier, more tough, 
and difagreeable than that of the Horfe; Galen fays it is 
even unwholefome: Its milk, on the contrary, is an ap ... 
proved remedy for certain diforders. The wild Afs is 

, not ftreaked like the Z ebra, (with which it has often 
. been c'onfounded) nor is his form fo beautiful: His figure 
refembles that of the common Afs, his colour is brighter, 
and he has a white ftreak extending from his head to his 
t~il. 

The Afs, like the Horfe, was originally imported int<>. 
America 
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America by the Spaniards, where it · has run wild, and 

multiplied in a great degree. Ulloa informs us, that, in 

the kingdom of ~ito, they hunt them in the following 

manner :-A number of perfons on horfeback, attended 

by Indians on foot, form a large circle in order to drive 

them into a narrow compafs, where at full fpeed they 

throw a noofe over them, and having fecured them with 

fetters, leave them till the chace is over, which frequ~ntly 

1afts for feveral days. They have all the f wiftnefs of 

Horfes; and neither declivities nor precipices can retard 

them in their flight. When attacked, they defend them­

felves with their heels and mouths with fuch acl:ivity, 

that, without ilackening their pace, they often maim 

their purfuers. 
A warm climate is moft favourable to the growth of 

this animal: The Afs produced in this country, is much 

inferior in fize and beauty to thofe of Spain and other 

warm countries: In Guinea they are larger and more 

beautiful than even their Horfes: In Perfia they have two 

kinds, the one flow and heavy, which is made ufe of for 

carrying burthens; the other, nimble, fmooth, and ftate­

Iy, ufed chiefly for the faddle. They are managed as 

Horfes; and, like them, are taught to amble. They ge­

nerally flit their noftrils to give them more room for 

breathing. Many of thefe are fold as high as forty · or 

fifty pounds. 
Holing:fhed informs us, that in the reign of queen 

Elizabeth there were no Affes in this country: How 

· foon after they might be introduced is uncertain. How­

ever they are at prefent naturalized in this kingdom, 

where their utility becomes daily more univerfally expe­

i;ienced. 

Th:,e 
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The qualities of this animal are fo well known as to 

need no defcr-iption: His gentlenefs, patience, and per-­
feverance, are without example: He is temperate with 
regard to food; and eats contentedly the coarfeft and 
moft negleB:ed herbage: If he give the preference to any 
:vegetable, it is to the plantain, for which he will negleB: 
every other herb in the pafture. In his water he is fingu­
Iarly nice, drinking only from the cleareft brooks. He is 
fo much afraid of wetting his feet, that, even when load. 
en, he will turn afide to avoid the dirty parts of the road. 

He is ftronger, in proportion to his fize, than the 
Horfe; but more fluggiili, ftubborn, and untraB:able. 
I-Ie is healthier than the Horfe; and, of all other quadru­
peds, is leaft infefted with lice or other vermin, which is 
probably owing to the extreme hardnefs and drynefs of his 
Hein. For the fame reafon, perhaps, he is lefs fenGtive 
of the goads of the whip, or the flinging of flies. 

He is three or four years in coming to perfeB:ion ; and 
lives to the age of twenty, or- fometimes twenty-five 
years. He fleeps much lefs than the Horfe ; and never 
lies down for that purpofe but when he is much fatigued. 
The She-Afs goes eleven months with young; and fel­
dom produces more than one at a time. 

The fervices of this ufeful creature are too often repaid 
by hard fare and cruel ufage; and being generally the 
property of the poor, it partakes of their wants and their 
diftreifes: Whereas, by due cultiva~ion and care in its 
education, the Af$ might be ufefully and profitably em­
rloyed in a variety of domeflic purpofes, and in many 
cafes fupply the place of the Horfe, to which only it is 
fecond, though generally degraded into the moft ufelefs 
--.ncl neglell:ed of domeftic quadrupeds. 

THE 
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THE Z E B R A, 

W HICH many authors have miftaken for a wild Afs, 

is the moft beautiful, as V\'."ell as the wildeft, moft 

timid, and untameable animal in nature. Being larger 

than the Afs, it rather refembles the Mule in iliape: Its 

head is large; its ears longer than thofe of the Horfe; its 

legs beautifully fmall, and well placed; and its body well 

formed, round, and flefhy: But the beauty of its iliape is 

greatly heightened by the gloffy fmoothn efs of its fkin, 

and the amazing regularity and elegance of its colours, 

which in the male are white and brown, and in the fe­

male white and black, ranged in alternate ftripes over the 

whole body, in a ftile fo beautiful and ornamental, that 

it would at firft fight feem rather the effeB: of art than the 

genuine production of nature: The head is ftriped with 

£ne bands of black and white, which form a center in the 

forehead: The neck is adorned with ftripes of the fame 

colour running round it: The body is beautifully varie-

gate<l 



HISTORY OF Q._U ADR UPEDS. 17 

gated with bands running acrofs the back, and ending in 
points at the belly: Its thighs, its legs, its ears, and even 
its tail, are all beautifully ftreaked in the fame manner. 

The Zebra inhabits the fouthern parts of Africa, where 
whole herds are feen feeding in thofe extenfive plains that 
lie towards the Cape of Good Hope. However their 
watchfulnefs is fuch, that they will fuffer nothing to come 
near them; and their f wiftnefs fo great, that they eafily 
leave their purfuers far behind. 

Such is the beauty of this creature, that it feems by na­
ture fitted to gratify the pride, and formed for the fervice 
of man; and it is moft probable that time and affiduity 
alone are wanting to bring it under fubjeB:ion. As it re­
fembles the Horfe in regard to its form as well as man­
ner of living, there can be little doubt but it po£feifes a fi­
militude of nature, and only requires the efforts of an in­
duftrious and fkilful nation, to be added to the number of 
our ufeful dependants. N everthelefs its liberty has hi­
therto remained uncontrouled, and its natural fiercenefs 
has as yet refifted every attempt to fubdue it: Thofe that 
have been brought to this country, have difcovered a de­
gree of vicioufnefs that rendered it unfafe to approach 
them too familiarly; but it is by no means to be con­
cluded from hence, that they are untameable. 

They have continued to be wild, becaufe they are na­
tives of a country where the wretched inhabitants have no 
other idea of advantage from the animal creation than as 
they are good for food, paying more regard to that which 
affords the moft delicious repafl:, than to delicacy of co­
louring, or beauty of conformation. 

~aggas or wild A£fes, an animal hitherto but little 
known, and not much defcribed, abound in the fame 

B c.ountry1 
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country, and have been miil:a~en for Zebras of the female 
kind; but are now known to be a diftinct fpecies. They 
live in herds, and are faid to be extremely f wift. 

MNMiiiiMi&-IJ 

OF RUMINATING ANIMALS. 

OF all animals thofe that chew the cud are the moft 
harmlefs, and the fooneft brought uuder fubjetl:ion. 

The great obligation& we are under to thofe of this clafsi, 
render the1m obj.ects of the higheft importance to us : We 
are nouriilied with their milk, we are fupported by their 
flefh, and we are cloathed and warmed with their fleeces; 
their harmleflnefs and innocence endear them to us, and 
claim from us tha.t protection their natures feem to re­
quire: In return for which, they fupply us with the ne­
ceffaries and comforts of life. 

We fhall begin with thofe of the Ox kind, as claiming 
the firft rank., from their fize, their beauty, and ufefulnefs .. 
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THE COMMON BULL AND cow. 

OF all animals, except man, the Cow feems moft 

extenGvely propagated: It is equally capable of 

enduring the rigours of heat and cold; and is an inhabi­

tant of the frozen as well as the moft fcorching climates. 

Other animals preferve their nature or their form with 

inflexible perfeverance ; but thefe m every ref pell: fuit 

:B 2 themfelves 
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themfelves to the wants and conveniences of mankind:... 
In no animal is there to be met with a greater variety of 
kinds ; and in none a more humble and pliant dif pofition. 

The climate and paftures of Great-Britain are well a­
dapted to the moderate nature of this animal; and we are 
indebted to the variety and abundance of our wholefome 
vegetables for the number and excellence of our cattle,. 
which range over our hills, and enliven our plains; a 
fource of inexhauftible wealth- the. pride and boaft of 
this happy country. 

Being deftitute of the upper fore-teet'n, the Cow pre­
fers the high and rich grafs in paflures to the fhort and 
more delicate herbage the Horfe generally felell:s. For 
this reafon, in our Englifh paftures, where the grafs is. 
rather high and flourifhing than fucculent and nutritious, 
the Cow thrives admirably ; and there is no part of Eu­
rope in which this animal grows- larger*', yields more 
milk, nor fattens fooner. 

It has often been remarked,. that the Horfe and Sheep 
impoverifh the foil on which they graze; whilfl the paf­
ture where the Cow is fed, actjuires a finer furface, and· 
every year becomes more level and beautiful: For the 
Horf~ felell:s the grafs that is moft delicate and tender,. 
and being furni{hed with fore-teeth on each jaw, nips it 
c1ofe, and frequently pulls it up by the roots, thereby 
preventing its future growth and propagatien: The Sheep 
alfo, though formed - like the Cow with refpecl: to its. 
teeth, only bites the moft fucculent parts of the herbage. 

'ii< Two Oxen, bred and fed at Howick, in the county of North­umberland, were killed in March, 1787, at the age of feven years: They ~eafured from the head to the rump nine feet eight inches, the height at the faoulder was five feet ten inches, and weighed 9ne hundred and feventy-eigbt !tone fivt pounds each. 

Thcfe 
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Thefe animals therefore cut the fine grafs too clofely, antl 

fuffer the high weeds and ranker grafs tG vegetate un lif­

turbed, and overrun the pafl:ures. 
The age of the Cow i-s known by its horns: At the age 

of four years a ring is formed at their roots, and ev ry 

facceeding year another ring is added. Thus by allow­

ing three years before their appearance, and then reckon­

ing the number of rings, the creature's age may be ex­

alt:ly known. 
The _quantity of milk given by the Cow is very diffe­

rent: Some will yield only about ux quarts in one day, 

while others give from ten to fifteen, and fometimes even 

t\venty. - The richnefs of the pafture contributes not a 

little to .irs encreafe. There have been inftances of Cows 

giving upwards of thirty quarts of milk in one day. In 

fuch cafes there is a neceffity for milking them thrice. 

From the milk of fome cows twelve or fourteen pounds 

of butter are made in a week. 

It has been advanced by fame naturalifts as a genernl 

principle, that neither animals, nor parts of animals, ap­

pear to be primarily intended for the ufe of man; but are 

only -capable of a fecondary application to his purpofes: 

Yet it muft be allowed, that, in many infrances, what 

they term the fecondary ufe is fo manifeft and important, 

that it cannot, with propriety, be fuppofed to be excluded 

from the original defigns of the all-wife Creator: And it 

muft be allowed, that the Cow, in its faculty of giving 

in fuch abundance, and with fo much eafe, its milk, 

which forms fo rich and nutritive an aliment for the hu­

man f pecies, is a ftriking example of this fubord · nation 

to the interefts of mankind: For this animal differs, in 

fome parts of its organization, from moft others, having 

.B 3 a 
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a larger and more capacious udder, and longer and thicker 
teats, than the largeft animal we know. It has likewife 
four teats, while all other animals of the fame nature have 
but two. It alfo yields the milk freely to the hand, while 
moft animals, at 1eaft thofe that do not ruminate in the 
fame manner, refufe it, except their own young, or fome 
adopted animal, be allowed to partake. 

The Cow, having four teats, is a ftriking peculiarity: 
The number in all other animals bearing fome proportion 
to the number of young ones they bring forth at a time; 
as in the Bitch, the Cat, the Sow, &c. 

The Cow will yield her milk as freely, and will conti ... 
nue to give it as long, with9ut the aid of the calf, as if it 
were permitted to fuck her conftantly. This is not the 
~afe with the Afs; which, it is well known, will foon 
grow dry, if her foal be not permitted to fuck part of her 
milk every day. 

Upon the whole, it appears, that the property of yield­
ing milk, without the young one, is confined to thofe 
kinds of ruminating horned animals which haye cloven 
hoofs, four fiomachs, long inteftines, are furniilied with 
fuet, and have no fore-teeth in th~ upper jaw; that 
Cows, Sheep, Goats, and Deer, are of this kind, and no 
other; _and that the Cow has this property in a more emi­
nent degree than others, owing to the capacioufnefs of 
her udder, and the fize and form of her teats. 

By great induftry and attention to their breed, and by 
juclicious mixtures with thofe of other countries, our 
horned cattle are univerfally allowed to be the fineft in 
Europe; although fuch as are purely Britiili are inferior 
ln fize to thofe on many parts of the continent. The 
Je1r-g~ f p~ci~s now propagated in moft parts of England, 

ar~ 
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:ire either entirely foreign, or our own greatly improved 

by a crofs or mixture with the foreign kind. The Hol­

ftein or Dutch bre~d has been introduced with great fuc­

-cefs ; and from thefe the Lincolnihire kind clerive their 

fize. 

T H E L A N C A s H I R E B u L L. 

The Lancafhire bre-ed forms a variety of a fmaller fize» 

with wide fpreading horns, and ftraight backs; their hair 

is finely curled; and the elegance and regularity of their 

fhape render this the moft beautiful race of cattle this 

kingdom produces. Farther North they are fiill fmaller; 

and in the Highlands of Scotland they are very diminu­

tive, being not larger than an Afs. Of thefe large droves 

are yearly brought out of that country t0 fatten in the 

fouthern parts of the kingdom, where they foon greatly 

1mprove. 

The Cow feems more liable to changes from its pafl:ur<r 

and climate than any other quadruped: In the different 
I 

parts of this narrow ifland we can trace a wonderful va-

B4 riety 
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riety of thefe animals produced by the richnefs or poverty 
of the foil. In fhort, in every part of the world the Cow 
is found either large or fmall, in proportian to the rich­
nefs or poverty of its food. Among the Eluth Tartars, 
where the paftures are remarkably rich and nourifhing, 
the Cow grows to fuch an amazing fize that a tall mar\ 
can fcarcely reach the tip of its £boulder. In France, on 
the contrary, where this animal is flinted. in its food, anc:l. 
driven from the beft paftures, it greatly degenerates. 

In Great-Britain, the Ox is the only horned animal that 
will apply his fti:ength to the fervice of mankind; and in 
general, is more profitable than the Horfe for the plough 
or the draught. There is fcarcely any part of this animal 
without its ufe: The £kin is made into various kinds of 
leather; the hair is mixed wi:th lime for plaiftering; the 
bones are made ufe of as a fub{titute for ivory, and being 
calcined, are ufed by the refiner as an abforbent to carry 
off the bafer metals in refining filver, &c.; ·combs, and 
many other artides, are made of the horns; we are fup­
plied with candles from the tallow; and from the fee · is 
:procured an oil of great ufe in preparing and foftening 
leather; befides the well-known benefits derived from 
butter, milk, and cheefe; · its blood, gall, liver, and urine, 
have their refpell:ive ufes in manufall:ures and medicine. 

The Cow goes nine months with young, and feldo.trl, 
produces more than one at a time. 

WJLD 
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WI L p C AT T L E. 

There was formerly a very fingul ar fpecies of wild cat­

le in this country, which is now nearly extinct. Nume­

rous herds of them were kept in feveral parks in England 

~.nd Scotland, but have been defhoyed by various means; 
and 
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and the only breed now remaining in the kingdom, 1s m 
the park at Chillingham-cafl:le, in Northumberland. 

The principal external appearances which diftingui!h 
this breed of cattle from all others, are the following :­
Their colour is invariably white; muzzles black; the 
whole of the infide of the ear, and about one-third of the 
outfide, from the tip downwards, red 'Y.:; horns white, 
with black tips, very fine, and bent upwards : Some of 
the Bulls have a thin upright mane, about an inch and an 
half or two inches long. 

At the firfl: appearance of any perfon, they fet off in 
full gallop ; and, at the diftance of two or three hundred 
yards, make a wheel round, and come boldly up again, 
toiling their heads in a menacing manner ; on a fudden 
they make a full fl:op at the difl:ance of fo:rty or fifty yards, 
looking wildly at the objeB: of their furprize; but upon 
the leaft motion being made, they all again turn round, 
and fly off with equal fpeed, but not to the fame difl:ance; 
forming a fhorter circle, and again returning with a bolder 
and more threatening af pell: than before, they approach 
much nearer, probably within thirty yards; when they 
make another fl:and, and again fly off: This they do fever­
al times, iliortening their difl:ance and advancing nearer, 
till they come within ten yards, when mofl: people think it 
prudent to leave them, not chu.fing to provoke them fur­
ther; for there is little doubt but in two or three turns 
they would make an attack. 

The mode of killing them was perhaps the only modern 
remains of the grandeur of ancient hunting :-On notice 

~ About twenty years fince, there were a few with BLACK 
'EARS; but the prefent park-keeper deftroyed them ;-fince which 
period there has not been one with black ears. 

I 
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being given, that a wild Bull w-'.>uld be killed on a certain 
day, the inhabitants of the neighbourhood came mounted, 
and armed with guns, &c. fometimes to the amount of 
an hundred horfe, and four or five hundred foot, who 
-ftood upon walls, or got into trees, while the horfemen 
rode off the Bull from the reft of the herd, until he ftood 
_at bay; when a markfman difmounted and ihot. At 
fome of thefe huntings twenty or thirty ihots have been 
fired before he was fubdued. On fuch occafions the 
bleeding vilt:im grew defperately furious, from the fmart­
ing of his wounds, and the ihouts of favage joy that were 
echoing from every fide : But from the number of acci­
dents that happened, this dangerous mode has been little 
prall:ifed of late years, the park-keeper alone generally 
fhooting them with a rifled gun, at one ihot. 

When the Cows calve, they hide their calves for 2 

week or ten days in fome fequeftered fituation, and go 
and fuckle them two or three times a-day. If any per­
fon come near the calves, they clap their heads clofe to 
the ground, and lie like a hare in form, to hide them­
felves. This is a proof of their native wildnefs ; and is 
corroborated by the following circumftance that happened 
to the writer of this narrative, who found a hidden calf, 
two days old, very lean, and very weak :-On {hoking 
its head, it got up, pawed two or three times like an old 
Bull, bellowed very loud, ftepped back a few fteps, and 
bolted at his legs with all its force; it then began to paw 
again, bellowed, ftepped back, and bolted as before; but 
knowing its intention, and ftepping afide, it miffed him, 
fell, and was fo very weak that it could not rife, though 
it made feveral efforts : But it had done enough : The 
whole herd were alarmed, and coming to its refcue, 

obliged 
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obliged him to retire; for \he dams will allo1:V no perfon 
to touch their calves, without attacking them with impe­
tuous ferocity. 

When any one happens to be wounded, or is grown 
weak and feeble through age or ficknefs, the reft of the 
herd fet upon it, and gore it to death. 

The weight of the Oxen is generally from forty to fifty 
ft one the four quarters; the Cows about thirty. The 
beef is finely marbled, and of excellent flavour. 

Thofe at Burton-Conftable, in the county of York, 
were all deftroyed by a diftemper a few years iince. 
They varied flightly from thofe at Chillingham, having 
black ears and muzzles, and the tips of their tails of the 
fame colour; they were alfo much larger, many of them 
weighing fixty ftone, probably owing to the richnefs of 
the pafi:urage in Holdernefs, but generally attributed to 
the difference of kind between thofe with black and with 
red ears, the former of which they ftudioufly endeavoured 
to preferve.-The breed which was at Drumlanrig, in 
Scotland, had alfo black ears. 

I 
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THE URUS, OR WILD BULL, 
is a variety of the Ox kind, and is chiefly to be met with in the extenfive forefts of Lithuania : It grows to a fize 
almoft equal to the elephant, and is quite black; the eyes are red and fiery, the horns thick and ihort, and the fore­head covered with a quantity of curled hair; the neck is £hort ~nd ftrong, and the ik.in has an odour of muik. 
The female, though not fo big as the niale, exceeds the largeft of our Bulls in fize: Neverthelefs her udder is ex­tremely fmall. Upon the whole, however, this animal, 
which greatly refembles thofe of the tame kind, probably owes its variety to its natural wildnefs, and the richnefs 0£ the pafl:ures where it is produced. 

'l'HE 
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THE B I S O N 

differs from the reft of the Ox kind in having a large 

lump between its £boulders almoft as high as that of a ca­

mel: He has a long fhaggy mane, which forms a kind of 

beard under his chin ; his eyes are-· fierce,. his forehead 

large, and his horns extremely wide. It is- dangerous to 

purfue him, except in forefts abO'unding with trees-large 

enough to conceal the hunters. He is generally taken in 

pits covered with branches of trees and grafs, on the op• 

pofite fide of which the hunters tempt the animal to pur­

fue them; and the enraged creature · running towards 

them, falls into the trap prepared for it, and is then over­

powered and ilain. 

The Bifon, or the animal with the hump, is found in 

all the fouthern parts of the world, though greatly differ­

ing from each other in fize and form; while the Urus, or 

the one without the hump, chiefly occupies the tempe­

rate and cold climates. The former extend throughout 

.the vaft continent of India, and from Mount Atlas to 
the 
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the Cape of Good Hope. In fame parts they are ex­
tremely large; while in others they are very fmall, fuch 
as the Zebu or Barbary Cow. 

T H E Z E B U. 
They are all equally docile and gentle, when tamed; 

:tnd are in general covered with fine gloify hair, fofter 
and more beautiful than that of the common Cow. Their 
humps are of different fizes, in fame weighing from forty 
to fifty pounds, but in others lefs : That part is in ge­
neral confidered as a great delicacy; and when dreifed, 
has much the appearance and tafte of udder. 

The Bifons of Madagafcar and Malabar are of the great 
kind ; thofe of Arabia, Petrea, and moft parts of Africa, 
are of the Zebu or fmall kind .. 

In America, efpecially towards the North, the Bifon is 
well known. They herd together in droves of from one 
to two hundred, on the banks of the Miffifippi; where 
the inhabitants hunt them, their flefh being e

1

fteemed 
good eating. They all breed with the tame cow. The 

hump~ 
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hump, which is only an accidental charaB:eriftic, gracfu ... 
ally declines ; and in a few generations, no veftiges of it 
remain. Thus we fee, whether it be the wild or the 
tame Ox, the Bonafus or the U rus, the Bifon or the Ze­
bu, by whatever name they are diftinguiihed, and though 
varioufly claifed by naturalifts, in -reality they are the 
fame ; and however diverfified in their appearance and 
properties, are def cendants of one common flock ; of 
which the moft unequivocal proof is, that they all mix 
and breed with each other. 

The Oxen of India are of different fizes, and are made 
ufe of in travelling, as fubftitutes for horfes. Their com­
mon pace is fofr. lnftead of a bit, a fmalJ cord is paifed 
through the cartilage of the n0fl:1'ils, whicn. fo tied to a 

'larger cord, and ferves as a bridle. They are faddled like 
Horfes; and when pufhed, move very hr-ifkly: They are 
likewife ufed in drawing chariots and carts. For the for­

mer purpofe, white Oxen are in great efteem, and much 
admired: They will perform journies of fixty days, at 
the rate of from twelve to fifteen leagues a day ; and 
their travelling pace is generally a trot. 

In Perfia there are many Oxen entirely white, with 
fmall blunt horns, and humps on their backs. They are 
very :ilrong, 'and carry heavy burthens. When about to 

be loaded, they drop, down on their knees like the camel, 
and rife when their burthens are properly fa£tened. 
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T H E G R u N T 1 N G O X. 

The Sarluc, or Grunting Cow of Siberia, from its re­
femblance to the Bifon, may be conGdered as belonging 
to the fame fpecies: The hair on its body is black, ex­
cept on the front and ridge of the back, where it is white: 
It has a mane on the neck; and the whole body is covered 
with very long hair, which hangs down below the knees, 

and makes the legs appear iliort: It has a hump on the 
back; the tail refembles that of a horfe, is white, and ve­
ry builiy : It {hikes with its head like a goat, and is very 
unruly: Its diftinguiiliing peculiarity is, that it makes a 

grunting noife like a Hog, infl:ead of lowing like the Ox, 
which in every other inftance it greatly refembles. 

TH E B U F F A L O. 

'Though there is the mofl: {hiking general refembbnce 
between the B1.dfalo and our common Ox, both in reg:n·J 

C to 
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to form and nature, their habits and propenfities being 
nearly fimilar, are both equally fubmiffive to the yokel),­
and may be employed in the fame domefi:ic fervices; yet 
it is certain from experience, that no two animals can in­
reality be more difi:inB: ;-the Cow refufes to breed with 
the Buffalo, while it is known to propagate with the Bi­
fon, to which it bears, in point of form, a much mor~ 
difi:ant fimilitude. 

The Buffalo is found wild in many parts of Africa anc!­
India, but is moil: common in the countries near the Cape 
of Good Hope; where he is defcribed by Sparrman, as a 
fierce, cruel, and treacherous animal: He frequently 
frands behind trees, waiting the coming of fome paffen­
ger; when he rufhes out upon him, and, after having 
thrown him down, tramples him to death with his feet 
and knees, tearing him with his horns and teeth, and 
licking him with his• rough tongue till the £kin is nearly 
{hipped from. the b0dy.-The following accurate defcrip­
tion we owe to the fame author :-The length of the Buf­
falo, from head to tail, is eight feet; the height five and 
a half; and the fore-legs two feet and a half long: From 
the tip of the muzzle to the horns,. twenty-two:inches : 
His limbs, in proportion to his fize, are· m.uch flouter than 
thofe of the Ox ; his fetlocks likewife hang nearer the 
ground : The horns are fingular both in their for.m and­
pofi tion; the bafes 0f them are thirteen, inches broad, and 
only an inch difbmt from each other;, lbving a narrow 
channel or furrow between them ; from this furrow the 
horns affume a fpherical form, extending over a great 
part of the head; the furface, from the bafe upwards to 
nearly a third part of them, is very rough, and full of 
cuts, fometimes an inch deep; the diftance between the 

point~ 
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points is often above five feet: The ears are a foot long, 
fomewhat pendent, and in a great meafure covered and 
defended by ,the lower edges of the horns, which bend 
down on each fide, forming a curve upwards with the 
points: Their hair is of a dark-brown colour, about an 
inch long, hadh, and upon thofe males that are ad­
vanced in years, {haggling and thin, ef pecially on each 
fide of the belly, which gives them the appearance of be­
ing girt with a belt : They frequently roll themfelves in 
the mire, of which they are very fond : The tail is fhort, 
and tufted at the end: The eyes are large, and fomewhat 
funk within their prominent orbits, which are almoft co­
vered with the bafes of the horns overhanging its dang­
ling ears ; this, with a peculiar inclination of the head to 

one fide, which is its ufual manner, produces an afpell: 
at once fierce, cunning, and tremendous : The fle{h of 
·the Buffalo is coarfe, rather lean, but full of juice of a 
high, but not unpleafant flavour: The hide is thick and 
tough, and of great u.fe in making thongs and harnefs ; 
it is fo · hard, as not to be penetrated by a common muf­
ket-ball; thofe made ufe of for £hooting the Buffalo, are 
mixed with tin; and even they are frequently flattened 
by the concu:ffion. 

In Italy, the Buffalo is domdl:icated, and conftitutes­
the riches and food of the poor, who employ them for 
the purpofes of agriculture, and make butter and cheefe 
from their milk. 

The female produces but one at a time, and con!inues 
pregnant twelve months ;-another firiking characl:erifti~ 
d,ifference between the Buffalo and the common C9w. 

C 2 TH li 
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T H E C O M M O N R A M . 

THE Sheep, in its prefent domefiic fiate, feems fa. 
far removed from a fiate of nature, that it may be 

deemed a difficult matter to point out its origin. Cli­
mate, food, and above all, the unwearied arts of cultiva­
tion, contribute to render this animal, in a peculiar man­
ner, the creature of man; to whom it is obliged to truft 
entirely for its protection, and to whofe neceffities it 
largely contributes. Though fingularly inoffenfive, and 
harmlefs even to a proverb, it does not appear to be that 
ftupid, inanimate creature defcribed by Buffon, " devoid 
of every neceffary art of felf-prefervation, without cou­
rage, and even deprived of every infiinB:ive faculty, we 

are led to conclude, that the Sheep, of all other animals, 
is the mofi contemptible and ftupid:" But amidft thofe. 
numerous flocks which r;mge without controul on exten­
five mountains, where they feldorn depend upon the aid 
of the iliepherd, it will be found to aff ume a very different 
character: In thofe fituations a Ram or a Wedder will 

boldly 
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boldly attack a fingle Dog, and often come off viltorious: 
But when the danger is more alarming, they have re­
courfe to the collell:ed ftrength of the whole flock. On 
fuch occafions they draw up into a com pall: body, placing 
the young and the females in the center; while the males 
take the foremoft n_mks, keeping clofe by each other. 
Thus an armed front is prefented on all quarters, and 
cannot eafily be attacked without danger of deftrull:ion to 
the a:lfailant. ' In this manner they wait with firmnefs 
the approach of the enemy; nor does their courage fail 
them in the moment of attack : For when the aggre!for 
advances within a few yards of the line, the Rams dart 
upon him with fuch impetuofity as lays him dead at their 
feet, unlefs he fave himfelf by flight. Againft the attacks 
of Gngle Dogs or Foxes, when in this fituation, they are 
perfell:ly fecure.-A Ram, regardlefs of danger, will fome­
times engage a Bull; and his forehead being much harder 
than that of any other animal, he feldom fails to conquer: 
For the Bull, by lowering his head, receives the {hoke 
of the Ram between his eyes, which ufually brings him to 
the ground. 

In the felell:ion of their food, few animals difcov.er 
greater fagacity than the Sheep; nor does any domeftic 
animal {hew more dexte!ity and cunning in its attempts 
to elude the vigilance of the ihepherd, in order to fteal 
f uch delicacies as are agreeable to its palate,. Befides its 
hardinefs in enduring great feverities of weather, the na­
tural inftinll: of the Sheep in forefeeing the approach of a 
ftorm is no lefs remarkable : In their endeavours to fecure 
themfelves under the {helter of fame hill, whole flocks 
have frequently been buried for many days under a cover­
ing of foow, and have afterwards been taken out with-

C J out .. 
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oue any material injury. Thus beautifully defcribed by 
Thompfon:-

------" Oft the whirlwind's wing 
" Sweeps up the burthen of whole wintry plains 
" At one wide waft; and o'er the haplefs flocks, 
" Hid in the hollow of two neighbouring hills,. 
" The billowy tempe!l whelms." ---

There have been inilances where Sheep, at the ap­
vroach of a ftorm, have fled f~r fhelter t~ a neighbouring 
cottage, and taken refuge un~er the fame roof with their 
fhepherd. 

The variety in this creature is fo great, that f carcely 
any two countries produce Sheep of the fame kind; ther~ 
:j._s found a manifeft difference in all, either in the fize, 
the covering, the fhape, or the porns. 

The woolly Sheep is found only in Europe and in the 
temperate provinces of Afia: When tranfport~d into 
warmer climates, it lof es its wool, and becomes hairy 
and rough; it is likewife lefs fertile, and its flefh no 
long~r retains the fame flavour. ' 

No country produces finer Sheep than Great-Britain~ 
Their fle~ces are large, and well c:!,dapted to the various 
p1:rpofes of doathi'ng. Th~ 'Spanifh flee~es ~re indeed 
finer, but ftand in no' degree of co111parifon with thofe of 
Lincolnfhire or Warwickfhire for weight or ' utility. In 
Edward the Third's time, when wool was allowed to be 
exported, it brought I 50,009 I. per a·nnurp, at 2 l. 1 o s. 
a pack, which was a great fµm in thofe days: At this 
time,. when our woollen-manufacl:ory ftands unrivalled by 
any nation · in the world, ~11d every method is taken to 
prevent this valuable commodity from being fent out of 
th~ kingdom, the annual value of wool fl;10rn in E1~g.;. 

lantj» 
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rland, is efl:imated at two millions fl:erling, anc;l when ma­

l'mfactured, at no lefs than fix millions. 

Like other ruminating animals, the Sheep wants the 

u.pper fore-teeth: It has eight in the lower jaw, two of 

which drop out_, and are replaced at two years old; four 

Gf them are renewed at three years, and the remainder at 

the age of four. 
The Ewe produces one or two lambs at a time, and 

fometimes, though rarely~ three or four; bears her youn~ 

five months, and brii:igs forth in the fpring. The R am 

lives to the age of about fifteen years, and begins t0 pro­

create at one. When cafi.rated, they are called Wedders. 

They then grow fooner fat, and the :flefh becomes finer 

and better flavoured. 

There is hardl_y any part of this animal that is not fer­

viceable to man : Of the fleece we make our cloths; the 

fkin produces leather, of which are made gloves, parch­

ment, and covers for books; the entrails are formed into 

firings for fiddles and other mufical infl:ruments, like­

wife coverings for whips; its milk affords both butter 

and cheefe ; and its flefh is a delicate and wholefome 

food. 

The following remarks, taken from Mr Cully's "Ob­

fervadons on live Stock," will not be unacceptable to ma­

ny of our readers, as they convey a jufl: idea of fome of 

the mofl: noted kinds of Sheep 4 t this time in tpe ifland. 

~-Ie beg~ns with thofe of Lincolniliire, which. are of a . 

large fiz e, big-boned, and afford a greater quqntity of 

w~ol than any other kind, owing tq the rich, fa t ma-r!hes 

on which they feed; but their fle!h is coarfe, leaner, and 

not fo finely flavoured as that of fm aller Sheep: The fame 

prneq extends, with fome variations~ ~hro·µgh rnoft of the 

C 4 Jni<llane;\ 
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midland counties of England: But the largeH: breed o{ 
Sheep in this ifl and, is to be met with on the banks of the 
Tees, which runs through a rich and fertile country, di­
vi-ding the two counties of Y orkfhire and Durham : Thii 
kind differs from the preceding, in their wool not being 
fo long and heavy; their legs art:! longer, but finer boned, 
and fupport a thicker, firmer carcafe; their fle{h is like­
wife much fatter, and finer grained: Thefe Sheep weigh 
from twenty-five to forty-five pounds per quarter; fome 
have been fed to fifty p~mnds ; and one in particular was. 
killed, which weig.hed fixty-two pounds ten ounces per 
quarter, avoirdupois-a circumftance never before heard 
of in this i:fland. The Ewes of this breed generally bring 
forth two lambs each feafon; fometimes three, four, and 
even _five. As an inftance of extraordinary fecundity, it 
deferves to be mentioned, that one of thefe Ewes, at the 
age of two years, brought forth four lambs at one time, 
the next feafon five, both within eleven months. The 
Dorfetfhire breed is likewife remarkably prolific, the Ewes 
being capable of bringing forth twice a-year: It is from 
thefe, that the tables of our nobility and gentry are fop .. 
plied with early lamb at Chriftmas, or fooner if required, 
Great numbers of thofe early victims to luxury are yeah 
ly fent to the London markets, where they are fold at the 
enormous price of 10s. 6d. or perhaps 15s. per quarter. 

The manner of rearing the lambs is curio4s: They are 
imprifoned in little dark cabins; the Ewes are fed with 
oil-cakes, hay, corn, tµrnips, cabbages, or any other food 
which the feafon of the year affords ; thefe are given 
them in a field contiguous to the apartments I where the 
lambs are kept; and at proper intervals, the nurfes are 
~rought iri to give f 4c~ to their young ones; while the 

attendantsl 
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attendants, at the fame time, make their lodgings pert ll:­

Iy clean, and litter them with freih {haw, Great atten­

tion is paid to this, as much of the fuccefs of rearing 

thefe unfeafonable produll:ions depends upon warmth and 

cleanlinefs .. 
The Dorfedhire Sheep are moftly white-faced ; their 

legs are long and fmall, and great numbers of them have 

no wool upon their beJlies, which gi,·es chem an uncouth 

appearance. They produce a fmall quantity of wool, but 

of a good ·quality, from which our fine Wildhire cloth 

are made. The mutton of thefe Sheep is very f weet and 

well flavoured. The variations of this breed are f pre ad 

through moft of the fouthern counties; but the true kind 

is only to be found in Dorfetfhire and Wildhire. There 

is a breed, not unlike this, in Norfolk and Suffolk; but 

they are all grey or black-faced. 

The north-weft part of Yorkiliire, with all that moun­

tainous trall: of country running towards L,mca{hire 

fouthward, and to Fort William northward, is occupied 

by a hardy, black-faced, wild-- looking tribe, generally 

called iliort Sheep, which differ from our other breeds 

not only in the darknefs of their complexions and horns, 

but principally in the coarfe iliaggy wool which they 

produce, not much unlike the hair growing upon a water­

fpaniel. Their eyes have a very iliarp and wild cafl ; 

they run with aftoni!hing agility, and fe em quite adapted 

to the heathy mountains they inhabit. Their :fle{h is pe­

culiarly fine and high flavoured. The three great fairs 

for thefe Sheep (where amazing numbers of them are 

fold every year) are, Stag£hawbank, in Northumberland,; 

Brough, in Wefimorland ; and Linton, in Scotland.­

There is likewife a bre~d of Sheep inhabiting the fame 

country 
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country as the former, but peculiarly diftinguifhed from 
them by long, thin bodies, white legs, white faces, and 

by having no horn$: Their wool is fine, and thickly 

planted. 
The Sheep in the low parts of Northumb~rland are of 

a mixed breed, between the long kind, the Tees water~ 
and the Lincolniliire. The mug or muff kind was for­

merly common in that co-q.nty: They wer!=! fo ~alled from 
their wool growing roµnd their heads into their very eyes, 
fo as almoft to pi-event them from feeing. This breed is 
now nearly e~ploded, being confidered, by every breeder 
of experience, ·as unprofitable, from th~ir thriving ilowly, 

and being ver;y ten€!er. 
In the nort~ern diftricl:s of Scotland, and in many of 

the iilands, there is a breed of, Sheep which differs from 
the others in the fmallnefs of their fize, many of ther11 
when fed weighing no more than fix, feven, or eight 
pounds per quarter. They have dun faces, witho~t 
horns ; and their wool, which is very fine, is v~riouflY, 
mixed, and ftreaked with black, brown, <:1;nd red t · 

To thefe various and numerous tribes of this ufeful . .• ' 

animal, we muft add, that, by the perfevering induftry 
and attention of Mr Bakewell, of Difhley,· in L eicefter­
ihire, our breed of Sheep has ~een greatly improved; and 
he has been followed by many eminent breeders, wit~ 
nearly equal fuccefs. 

It feems to be generally agreed, that in Sheep, as well 
as in all other animals, the re is a certain fymmetry or 

proportion of parts, which is beft adapted to the fize of 

each particular animal : All thofe of each kind that ex­

ceed, or fall fhort of this pi tch, are more or lefs difpro--: 

po~tioned, according to the fizc they attain to; and in 

the 
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the degree they are advanced beyond this line of per­
feB:ion, we find them lefs aB:ive, weaker, and always 
Jefs able to endure hardfhip. Thus, by feleB:ing the 
handfomeft and befl: proportioned of their kinds, the ju­
dicious breeder has gradually arrived at a d gree of per­
feB:ion in improving this animal, unknown a_t any former 

period • 

.'"f H £ L E-1 C E s TE Rs HI RE B R E E D. 

The fuperior qualities of the L eice~erfhire breed are, 
~hat they will feed quickly fat at almofi: any age, even on 
~ndifferent paftures, and carry the greate:fl: quantity of 
~utton upon th~ fmalleft bone. Their carcafes are 
round, have remarkably ~~oad backs, and {hort legs; 
and to !hew the immenfe weight tq which they may be 
fed, we give the meaforement of a Ram of Nfr Bake­
well's, mentioned by Young in his "Eafterii Tour:''­
At three years old his · girt was five f1:-et ten inches; 
~eight, two feet five inches ; breadth over his ilioulders, 

oae 
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one foot eleven inches and an half; breadth over his ribs,. 
one foot ten inches and an half; breadth over his hips, 
one foot nine inches and an half. 

This breed is now become fo eminent, and fo much 
fought after, that IVIr Bakewell has this year (1788) let 
out Rams, for one feafon 01;-ly, for from fifty to as high 
as four hundred guineas each; and we hope, in a l~ttle 
time, to fee it become more genera-I, as it is a maxim 
which every farmer can eafily comprehend, that what­
ever breed the fame -quantity of ·pafture goes fartheft. to­
wards feeding fat, is certain! y the moft deGrable. 

This valuable breed has alfo found its way into North­
umberland. Meil: Donkin and Co. of Hexham brewery, 
have procured a large frock of both Ewes and Rams, (from 
one of the latter the preceding cut was drawn). M~ff. 
Culley, of Fenton, and Mr Thompfon, of Lilburn, have 
alfo, by a mixture of this with other kinds, improved 
their breeds of Sheep to the aftonifhment of the neigh­
bouring farmers and graziers, ·who are now fully con­
vinced of its great ' fuperiority. 

We are favoured by Mr Culley with the following ac­
count of a Wedder of his breed, fed at Fenton, in North­
umberland, and killed at Alnwick in OB:ober, I 787, when 
four years old :--His dimenfions were as follow,-girt, 
four feet eight inches and an half; breadth over his fhoul .. 
ders, one foot three inches ; over his middle, one foot f e­
ven inches and a quarter ; acrofs the breaft, from the in­
fide of one fore~leg to the infide of the other, nine inches. 

At the dividing of the quarters, through the ribs it 
meafured feven inches and one-eighth of folid fat, cut 
ftraight through without any :Oope; and his mutton was 
of the moft. beautiful bright colour: But in nothing was 

he 
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he fo remarkable, as in the fmallnefs of his bones. The 
proprietor of this Sheep· laments, that he had not the of­
fals .exactly weighed (by offals, we would be underftood to 
mean not only the tallow, but the head, pluck, and pelt, 
with the blood and entrails); becaufe it is now well 
known, that this breed of Sheep has a greater quantity 
of mutton, in proportion to their offals , than any other 
kind we know of, and is, confequently cheaper to the. 
confumer. 

[ The drawing, from which the preceding cut was 
taken, was made by Mr Bailey, of Chillingham, foon 
41fter the Sheep had been :fhorn. J 

THE 
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THE DUNKY, OR DWARF SHEEP, 

another variety of the Sheep kind, deferves t'o be noticed. 
for the finguhr and grotefque formation of its features : 
The wool growing round its head,. forms a kind of hood 
or ruff, b(::fore which fiand its ihort erect ears; the un­
common protrufion of its under j aw confiderably before 
the upper, by which the fore-teeth are left expofed; and 
the iliortnefs of the nofe, which lies under its high pro-· 
jelting forehead, altogether give it the appearance of de­
formity, and make a flriking contrail to mofi animals of 
the Sheep· kind. The Ram, from which the drawing 
w as made,: came from abroad, with two Ewes, as a pre­
fent to a gentleman in the county of Northumberland': 
T hey are very f mall, and have no horns.-In L incoln­
ibire, there is a fmall kind, mentioned by M r Culley, un­
der the name of D unkies, which is fuppofed to be the 
fame with this. 

THE 
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THE TARTARJAN SHEEPo 
The Sheep, of which the annexed cut is an accurate 

' reprefentation, feem to differ from every other which we 
remember to have feen defcribed. A pair of them was 
brought to this country, by way of Ruffia, from the bor­
ders of Tartary. They are rather larger than the Engliih 
Sheep. The colour of the male is roan, or light-brown 
mixed with white; that of the female, black and white : 
Their ears are pendulous; and inftead of a tail, they have 
a large protuberance of fat behind, which covers the 
rump. When the drawing was made, they had juft been 
£horn; at other times the wool is fo long and thick, that 
their form cannot be well diftinguiihed. 

The African or Guinea Sheep is found in m@ft of the 
tropical climates. They are large, ftron g, and f wift ; 
with coarfe hairy fleeces, fhort horns, pendulous ears, 
have a kind of dew-lap under the chin, and, though do­
mefl:icated, feem to approach nearefl: to a ftate of nature. 

THE 
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THE MANY-HORNED SHEEP. 

The Iceland Sheep, as well as thofe of Mufcovy and 

the coldeft climates of the North, refemble our own in 

the form of the body, but differ in the number of their 

horns, having generally four, and fometimes eight, grow­

ing from the forehead : Their wool is long, fmooth, and 

hairy : They are of a dark,.brown colour; and under the 

outward coat of hair, which drops off at ftated periods, 

there is an internal covering refembling fur, which is 

fine, fhort, and foft ;-the quantity produced by each 

Sheep, is about four pounds. 

The broad-tailed Sheep, common in PerGa, Barbary, 

Syria, and Egypt, are remarkable chiefly for their large 

and heavy tails, which grow a foot broad, an<l fo long, 

that the :fhepherds are obliged to put boards with f mall 

wheels under them, to keep them from galling. The 

fle{h of thefe tails is efteemed a great delicacy; it is of 

~ fubftance betwee11 fat · and marrow, and eaten with the 

kan 
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lean of the mutton: They generally weigh from twenty 
to fifty pounds each. 

The Sheep, bred on the mo1-tntains of Thibet, pro­
duce wool of extraordinary length and finenefs, of which 
is made the Indian ihawl, frequently fold in this country 
for fifty pounds or upwards. 

THE WALACHIAN s HEEP. 

in Walachia, they have Sheep with curious fpiral 
horns, fi:anding upright, in the form of a fcrew; long • 

:£baggy fleeces; and in fize and form, nearly refembling 
ours. They are alfo found in the ifland of Crete, and in 
many' of the iflands of the Archipelago. This is faid to 
be the Strepficheros of the ancients. 

.D T H E 
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THE MOUFLON, OR MUSMON, 

WHICH, by fome authors-, has been clafTed with 
the Sheep,' and by others has been referred to 

the Goat kind, may not improperly be confidered as 
ftanding in a middle p-lace, and forming the link between 
each: For it is curious to obferve, that Nature, in all her 
variations, proceeds by flow and almofl: infenfible degrees., 
fcarcely drawing a firm and difl:inguiihing line between 
any two races of animals that are e:lfentiaUy different, and 
yet, in many refpell:s, nearly allied to each other. In all 
tranfitions from one · kind to the other, there is to be 
found a middle race, that feems to partake of the nature 
of both, and that can precifely be referred to neither .. 
Thus it is hard to difcover where the Sheep kind ends, or 
the Goat begins. The Mufmon therefore, which is nei­
ther Sheep nor Goat, has many marks of both, and formSc 
the link between the two kinds. Though covered with 
hair, it bears a fhong fimilitude to the Ram: Its eyes 
are placed near the horns, and its ears are fhorter than 
thofe of the Goat; its horns refemble thofe of the Ram, 

ID 
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irt being of a yellow colour and a triangular f11ape; they 
likewife bend backward behind the ears: In fome they 
grow to an amazing fize, meafuring above two yards 
long. They often maintain furious battles with each 
other, in which their horns are frequently broken off. 
The general colour of the hair is reddi-fh-brown ; the in­
fide of the thighs and belly is white tinll:ured with yel­
low; the muzzle and infide of the ears are of a whiti{h 
colour tinll:ured with yellow; the other parts of the face 
are of a browniih-grey. 

The Mufmon is found in the wild and uncultivated 
parts of Greece, Sardinia, Corfica, and in the defarts of 
Tartary; where it maintains itfelf, by force or f wiftnefs, 
~gainft. the attacks of all rapacious animals. 

It has been known to breed with the Sheep; and, from 
that circumft.ance, is fuppofed, by M. Buffon and others, 
to be the primitive race. The female of this f pecies is 
rather lefs than the male ; and her horns never grow to 
that prodigious fize. 

Thofe of Kamtfch.atka are fo {l:rong, that ten men can 
fcarcely hold one; and the horns are fo large, that young 
foxes often fuelter themfelves in the hollow of fuch as 
fall off by accident. They grow to the fize of a young 
Stag, propagate in autumn, and bring forth one young at 
a time, though fometimes two. 

D 2 T.a£ 
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THE CO M MON G O A T. 

THIS lively, playful, and capricious creature occu ... 

pies the next ftep in the great fcale of N ature ;. 

and, though inferior to the Sheep in value, in various 

inftances bears a ftrong affinity to that ufeful animal. 

The Goat and the Sheep will propagate together: The 

He-Goat copulates with the Ewe, and the R am with the 

She-Goat; the offspring likewife is prolific. 

The Goat is a much more hardy animal' than the 

Sheep, and is in every refpell: more fitted for a· life of 

liberty: It is. not eafily confined to a flock, but cnufes 

its own pafture, {fraying wherever its appetite or incli­

nation leads: It chiefly delights in wild and mountainous 

regions, climbing the loftieft rocks, and fl;anding fecure 

on the verge of inacceffibie and dangerous precipices; al-­

though, as Ray obferves, one would hardly fuppofe that 

their feet were adapted to fuch perilous achievements; 

yet, upon a nearer infpeltion., the wonder ceafcs, and 

we 
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we find that Nature has provided them with hoofs well 

ca-lcufated for the purpofe of climbing, being made hol-· 

low underneath, with iliarp edges, like the infide of a 

fpoon, which prevents them from iliding off thefe rocky 

emmences. 
The Goat is an animal eafily fuftained, and is chiefl_y 

therefore the property of thofe who inhabit wild and un­

cultivated regions, where ·it finds an ample fupply of 

food from the fpontaneous produB:ions of Nature, in fi­

tuations inac.ceffible to other creatures. It delights ra­

ther on the heathy mountains, or the fhrubby rock, than 

the fields cultivated by human induftry. Its favourite 

food is the tops of the boughs, or the tender bark of 

young trees. It bears a warm climate better than the 

Sheep, and frequently Deeps expofed to the hotteft rays 

of the fun. 

The milk of the Goat is f weet, nourifhing, and medi-

,. cinal, being found highly beneficial in confumptive cafes: 

It is not fo apt to c4rdle upon the ftomach as that of the 

Cow. From the ilirubs and heath on which it feeds, the 

milk of the Goat acquires a flavour and wildnefs of tafle 

very different from that of either the Sheep or Cow, and 

is highly pleafing to fuch as have accuftomed themfelves 

to its ufe : It is made into whey for thofe whofe digeftion 

is too weak to bear it in its primitive flate. Several places 

in the North of England and the mountainous parts of 

Scotland are much reforted to for the purpofe of drinking 

the milk of the Goat, and its effeB:s have been generally 

falutary in vitiated and debilitated habits. 

In many parts of Ireland, and in the ~igh1ands of 

$cotland, their Goats make the chief poifeffion s of the 

inhaqitants; and in moft of the mounta~nous parts of 

D J Euro,re_. 
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Europe, fupply the natives with many of the necef.faries­
of life: They lie upon beds made of their £kins, which 
are foft, clean, a1Jd wholefome; they live upon their 
milk, and oat bread; they convert part of it into butter, 
and fome into cheefe. The flefu of the kid, which they 
do not allow themfelves to tafi:e, is conGdered by the city 
epicure as a great rarity; and, when properly prepared, 
is efi:eemed by fome as little inferior to venifon. 

The Goat produces generally two young at a time, 
fometimes three, rarely four : In warmer climates, it is 
more prolific, and produces four or five at once; though 
the breed is found to dege'nerate. The male is capable 
of propagating at one year old, and the female at feven 
months; but the fruits of a generation fo premature, are 
generally weak and defell:ive: Their befi: time is at the 
age of two years, or eighteen months at leafi:. The Goat 
is a iliort-lived anill}al, full of ardour, but foon enervated. 
Bis appetite for the female is exceffive, fo that one buclc 
i~ fufficient for one hundred and fifty females. 

THE 
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T H E I B E X, 

if we believe M. Buffon, is the flock from whence our 

domeftic Goat is defcended, being ·very fimilar to it in 

the {hape of its body, but differing conGderably in the 

fize of its horns, which are much larger: They are bent 

backward, and full of knots; and every year the creature 

lives, it is afferted, one is added to the number of them. 

Some of thef e horns h<J,ve been found at leafi: two yards 

long. The head of the Ibex is fmall, adorned with a 

large dufky beard, and has a thick coat of-hair of a tawny 

eolour mixed with aili; a ftreak of black runs along the 

top of its back; the be1ly and thighs an~ of a delicate 

fawn colour. 

The IbeJS _inhabits the highefi: Alps of the Grifons' 

co1.mtry, and the Vallais ; and is alfo found in Crete. 

D 4 They 
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· They are very wild, and difficult to be ihot, as they· al ... 
ways keep on the higheft points of the rocks. The 
chafe of them is attended with great danger: Being very 
fhong, they often turn upon the incautious huntfman, 
and tumbl~ him down the precipice, unlefs he have time 
to lie down, and let the animal pafs over hi~. They 
bring forth one young at a time, feldom two; and are 
faid not to be long-lived. 

THE CH A MOiq GO AT. 

The Chamois, though a wild animal, is very ea6ly 
tamed, and docile; and to be found only in rocky and 
·mountainous places. It is about th~ fiz e of a domefti c 
G oat, ·and refembles on e in many ref pelts. It is moft 
,iireeably lively, and active bey.and expreffion. T he 

hai~ 
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iiair is fhort, like that of the Doe; in f pring it is of 

an afh colour, in autumn a dun colour, inclining to 

black, and in winter of a blackifh brown. This ani­

mal is found in great plenty in· the mountains of Dau­

phiny, of Piedmont, Savoy, Switzerland, and Germany. 

They are peaceful, gentle creatures, and live in fociety 

with each other. They are found in flocks of from four 

to fourfcore, and even an hundred, dif perfed upon the 

crags of the mountains. The large male£i are feen feed­

ing detached from the reft,. except in rutting time, when 

they approach the females, and drive away the young. 

The time of their coupling is from the beginning of No­

vember to the end of October; and they bring forth in 

April and ~arch. The young keep with the dam for 

about five months, and fometimes longer, if the hunters 

and the wolves do not feparate them. It is a:lferted, that 

they live betwe~n twenty and thirty years. Their flefh 

is good to eat; and they are found to have ten or twelve 

pounds of foet, which far furpaifes that of the Goat in 

ha.rc,lne-fs and goodnefs. The Chamois has f carce any 

cry, as moft animals are known to have; if it has any, it 

is a kind of feeble bleat, by which the parent calls its 

young: But in cafes of danger, and when it is to warn 

the refi: of the flock, it ufes an hiffing noife., which is 
I 

heard at a great difiance: For it is to be obferved, th<;J.t 

this creature is extremely vigilant, and has an eye the 

-quickeft and moft piercing in nature. Its fmell alfo is 

not lefs diftinguifhing. When it fees its enemy difi:inll:­

ly, it ftops for a moment; and then, if the perfon be 

near, in an inftant after it flies off. In the fame man­

ner, by its fmell, it can clifcover a man at half a league 

.c,liftance, ~pd gives the ear lie ft notice, Upon any ahirm., 

therefore, 
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therefore, or any apprehenfions of danger, the Chamois 
begins his hilling note with fuch force, that the rocks 
and the forefls re-echo to the found. The firft hifs con­
tinues as long as the time of one inf piration: In the be­
ginning it is very :fharp, and deeper towards the clofe. 
The animal having, after this firft alarm, repofed a mo­
ment, again looks round,- and, perceiving the reality of 
its fears, continues to hifs by intervals, until it has f pread 
the alarm to a very great diftance. During this time it 
feems in the moft violent agitation; it ftrikes the ground 
with its fore-foot, and fometimes with both; it bounds 
from rock to rock ; it turns and looks round; it runs to 
the edge of the precipice; and, frill perceiving the ene­
my, flies with all its fpeed. The hiffing of the male is 
much louder and :fharper than that of the female; it is 
performed through the nofe, and is properly no more 
than a very {hong breath driven violently through a fmall 
aperture. 

The Chamois feeds upon the heft herbage, and 
chufes the moft delicate parts of the plants, the flowers, 
and the tender buds. It is not lefs delicate with regard 
to feveral aromatic herbs, which grow upon the £ides of 
the mountains. It drinks but very little while it feeds 
upon the fucculent herbage, and chews the cud in the 
intervals of feeding. 

This animal is greatly admired for the beauty of its 
eyes, which are round and fparkJing, and which mark 
the warmth of its confl:itution. Its head is furnifl1ed 
with two fm all horns of about half a foot long, of a 
beautiful black, and rifing from the forehead almoft be­
twixt the eyes : Thefe, contrary to what is found in 
other animals, inftead of going 'backwards or fideways, 

ftand 
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il:and forward, and bend a little backward at their ex­
tremities, ending in a very {harp point. The ears are 
placed in a very elegant manner, near the horns; and 
there are two ftripes of black on each fide of the face, 
t he reft being of a whitifh yellow, which never changes. 
The horns of the female are lefs, and not fo much 
bent; the natives have been known to bleed cattle with 
them. 

Thefe animals are fo much incommoded by heat, that 
they are never found in fummer, except in the caverns 
of rocks, amidfl: fragments of unmelted ice, under the 
lhade of high and fpreading trees, or of rough and hang­
ing precipices, that face the North, and which keep off 
en ti rely the rays of the fun. They go to pafl:ure both 
morning and evening, and feldom during the heat of the 
pay. They run along the rocks with great eafe and 
feeming indifference, and leap from one to another, fo 
that no Dogs are able to purfue them. There is nothing 
more extraordinary than to fee them climbing and de­
fcending precipices, that to all other quadrupeds are in­
_acceffible: They always mount or defcend in an oblique 
<;l.irell:ion; and throw themfelves down a rock of thirty 
feet, and light with great fecurity upon foi:ne excrefcence 
.or fragment, on the fide of the precipice, which is jufl: 
large enough to place their feet upon; they ftrike the 
rock, however, in their defcent with their feet, three or 
four times, to ftop the velocity of their motion; and, 
when they have got upon the bafe below, they at once 
feem fixed and fecure. In fall:, to fee them jump in this 
manner, they feem rather to have wings than legs. Cer­
t ain it is, that their legs are formed for this arduous · 
t mployment; the hinder bcing rather longer tban the 

former, 
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former, and bending in fuch a manner, that, when they 

defcend upon them, they break the force of the fall. 

During the rigours of winter, the Chamois :fleeps in 

the thicker forefts, and feeds upon the fhrubs and the 

buds of the pine-tree. It fometimes turns up the fnow 

with its foot, to look for herbage; and, where it is 

green, makes a delicious repaft. The more craggy and 

uneven the foreft, the more this animal is pleafed with 

the abode, which thus adds to its fecurity. 

The hunting the Chamois is very laborious, and ex­

tremely difficult. The moft ufual way is to hide behind 

the clefts of the racks, and fhoot them. Some alfo pur­

fue this animal as they do the Stag, by placing proper 

perfons at all the paffages of a gla:de or valley, and then 

fending in others to roufe the game. Dogs- are q~ite 

ufelefs in this chace, as they rather alarm th,m overtake : 

Nor is it without danger even to the men; for it often 

happens, that when the animal fi nds itfelf overpreffed, it 

drives at the hunter with its head, and often tumbles 

him down the neighbouring precipice. This animal· 

cannot go upon ice when fmooth; but if there be the 

leaft inequalities on its furface, it then bounds along in 

fecurity, and quickly ~vades all purfuit. 

The ikin of the Chamois was once famous, when tan­

ned, for its foftnefs and warmth; at prefent, however> 

fince the art of tanning has been brought to greater per­

fe&tion, the leather called fhammoy is made alfo from 

thofe of the tame Goat, the Sheep, and the Deer. 
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THE GOAT OF ANGORA 

is well known for its long hair, which is thick, gloify, 

of a dazzling whitenefs, and fo fine, that cloths as beau­

tiful as filk, known among us by the name of camblets, 

are made of it. Its ears are long and pendulous. The 

male is furniilied with horns, curioufly twifl:ed, which 

proceed horizontally from eac~ fide of the head, forming 

a f crew ; thof e of the female are iliorter, and encircle 

the ear fomewhat like thofe of the common Ram. They 

inhabit the rocky mountains of Pontus, where they ex­

perience a confiderable degree of cold, and might thrive 

in Britain as well as in their native country. The fame 

might be faid of the Goat of Thibet, fo famou s for the 

finenefs of its wool: It lives in a climate colder than ours 

in winter, and might probably be tranfplanted with fuc­

cefs. 

In Portugal, there is a breed of fine large Go-ats, re. 

zuark~ble for yielding a great quantity of milk, a gallon 
aud 
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and a half per day: Thefe, if introduced into our navy,, 
might be of infinite fervice in long voyages. 

Experiments of this kind would certainly be attended 
with many great advantages; and it were much to be' 
wifhed, that the great and opulent would employ fome 
portion of their time and affiu-ence in procuring, from­
diftant countries, fuch ufeful animals as would propagate 
in our iiland, ,md are yet unknown in it : By this mean, 
many of our lofty mountains might contribute to fupport 
a variety of ufeful creatures, that would at the fame time' 
beautify the moft b-arren and rugged parts of our couil'<-' 
try. 

TH E S Y R r AN G O A T, 

which M. Buffon makes a variety of the Goat of Angora,, 
differs from ours in nothing more than the length of its 
ears, which are pendulous, and from one to two feet 
long: They are often troublefome to the creature in feed­
ing; for wh.ich reafon the owners are fometirnes obliged 

to 
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to cut one of them off. Their horns are fhort and black. 

They are very numerous in the neighbourhood of Aleppo, 

and fupply the inhabitants with milk, which they prefer 

to that of the Cow or the Buffalo. 

Thefe are the principal varieties of the Goat 1 ind, of 

which there are others of lefs note; fuch as the African 

Goat, or Buck of Juda, which is much fma11er than the 

domeftic kind, being not much larger than a Hare, ex­

tremely fat, and its fldh well tafted; the horns are 

:fhort, fmooth, and turn a little forward: It is common 

in Guinea, Angola, and all along the coaft of Africa. 

In America, there are Goats of a fmall kind, not much 

larger than a Kid, with long hair; the horns, which are 

fuort and thick, bend downwards fo clofe to the head, 

as almoft to penetrate the ikull. Thefe are, in every re­

fpell:, fimilar to the dwarf Goat found in Africa; and , 

according to Buffon, have been fent from that country. 

-It is certain, that, before the difcovery of America by 

the Spaniards, the Goat, and every other domeftic ani­

mal, were unknown there. 
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THE GAZELLES, OR ANTELOPES, 

ARE a numerous and beautiful race of animals; 

inhabiting the hotteft parts of the globe. They 

are claifed by {yftematic writers with the Goat kind, and 

like them have hollow horns, which they never· caft; in 

other ref peas, they greatly refemble the Deer, efpecially 

in the elegance of their form, and the f wiftnefs of their 

motions. They are of a refl:lefs and timid dif pofition, re­

markably agile, and moft of their houndings fo light and 

elaftic, as to ftrike the f pell:ators with aftonifhment. Of 
. all animals the Gazelle has the moft beautiful eye; to 

which the eaftern poets have made frequent allufions, 1n 

defcribing thofe of their favourite beauties. 

The diftinguifhing marks of this tribe of animals, 1n 

which they differ both. from the Goat and Deer, are prin­

~ipally thefe :-Their horns are different, being annulated 

or ringed round, and at the fame time marked with Jon .. 
gitudir1al depreffions or furrows, running from the lrafe 

to the point: Befides the extreme beauty and' meeknefs 

of its afpell:, the Gazelle is more delicately and finely 

limbed than the Roe-buck; its hair is finer and more 

gloify; its f wiftnefs is fo great, that the Greyhound, the 

fleeteft of Dogs, is unequal to the courfe, and the fportf­

man is obliged. to call in the aid of the Falcon, which be­

ing trained to the work,- feizes on the animal, and im­

pedes its motion, fo as to enable the Dogs to overtake it. 

In India and Perfia, a fort of Leopard is-fometimes made 

ufe of in the chafe, which takes its prey by the great­

nefs of its f prings; but ihould he fail in his fir ft eifay, 

the game efcapes. 

Some fpecies of the Antelope form herds of two or 
three 
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three thoufand, while others keep in fmall troops of fi ve 

or fix. They for the moft part live in hilly countries, 

though fome inhabit plains. They often browfe like the 

Goat, and feed on the tender £hoots of young trees, 

which give their fldh an excellent flavour. 

There are many varieties of this animal, fome of them 

but little known or defcribed. We £hall begin with 

THE BLAAW-BOK, OR BLUE GOAT, 

which Mr Pennant places next to the Goat, from the 

length of its hair, and form of its horns. The colour of 

this creature is a fine blue, ~efembling velvet; but when 

dead, it is faid to change to a bluifh grey: Its belly is 

white ; and beneath each eye it has a large white mark : 

Its tail is feven inches in length, with long hairs at 

the end: Its horns incline backward, forming a curve; 

and three-fourths of their length are decorated with 

twenty-four rings; the uppermoft quarter is fmooth, and 

runs tapering to a point. It inhabits the hotteft parts of 

Africa.-Sparrman defcribes one which he faw at the 

Cape of Good Hope, and calls it a Blaa,z,u-bok. 

E 
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THE BONTI-BOK, OR PIED GOAT, 

is likewife au inhabitant of the fame country, as well as 

the plains and woods of Senegal, where large herds of 

them are to be feen. This animal is remarkable for hav­

ing a white band running along each of its fides, croifed 

by two others from the back to the belly, difpofed fome­

what like a harnefs, from whence it is called the Har­

nejfed .Antelope,- on the rump it has three white lines 

pointing downwards on each fide; its thighs are fpotted 

with white; the colour of the body is a deep tawny, and 

beneath each eye there is a white f pot; its horns are 

ftraight, nine inches long, pointing backwards, with two 

fpiral ribs. It is called by M. Buffon the Guib. Great 

flocks of them are found in the plains and woods of the 

country of Poder, in Africa. 

THE-
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THE BOSCH-BOK, OR Woon GOAT. 

We are indebted to the indefatigable labours of Dr 
Sparrman for an accurate defcription of this rare animal, 
which is found in the country about the Cape of Good 
Hope, and is the only one among the African Gazelles, 
that can be properly faid to live in the woods and groves, 
from whence it derives 1ts name. 

The horns of this anfmal are black, fomewhat more 
than ten inches iong, and have three fides wreathed in a 
(piral direltion towards the top ; at the bottom they are 
rough, in confequence of a number of wavy rings, which 
however are not elevated much above the furface; at the 
top they are round, £harp-pointed, and in that part as 
fmooth as if they haci been polifhed; their pofition is al­
mofy in the fame line with the forehead, inclining a lit­
tle forwards, 'an<l, by means of the twift they make, 
recede from c::ach other towards the middle; they are 

E 2 there 
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there· three inches and a half diftant; at the · bafe thev 
" 

are only one inch. 
The Wood Goat is fomewhat more· than two feet and 

a half nigh, of a dark-brown colour, in fame parts bor­
dering upon black ; on each cheek-bone there are two 
large round white fpots; another, ftill larger, occupies­
the fore part of the neck,.. fomewhat below the top of the 
windpipe; and feveral fmaller white fpots are fcattered 
®ver the haunches; a narrow line of white hair extends 
from the neck all along the back and tail,. but is not eafi­
ly difiingaiD1ed, being hid by the length of the dark­
brown hairs on the top· of t-he back, which are three or 
four inches long, fo as to f okm a· kind of mane ; the hair 
on the head is very fhort and· fine, in other parts of the 
body it is longer, refembling that of Goats; its ta.il is not 
more than a finger's breadth in length, covered with long 
hairs, which extend down the hind part of the thighs and 
buttocks; the legs and feet are flender; the fetlo<l'.k joints 
are likewife fmall ; the n·0fe and under lip, which are 
white, are decorated with b-lack whi.fkers about an inch 
long. 

As this creature runs but :fJowly, he is fometimes. 
caught with Dogs: When he finds there is no other re­
fource, he boldly puts himfelf into a pofiure of defence; 
and, when going to bbltt, kneels down, and in that po­
£tion fells his life at a very dear rate, killing and gor­
ing fame of the beft and mofi f pirited houndsr Its horns, 
which are its chief defence, fometim~s prove its bane, 
by entangling it in the bufhes; to avoid this, it carries its 
nofe horizontally and firaight forward while it runs, fo 

that they lie directly on its neck. The fem ale, which is 
without horns;. on that account runs more freely through 

the 
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-the fore{l:s, and does not fuffer herfelf fo eafily to be 

hunted out of the woods, having there, as well as on the 

plains, much greater fecurity againfl: the Dogs in her 

-f wiftnefs, than the male has in his horns, efpecially as 

fue is not fo bulky and hea,vy as the male. Her breafl is 
faid to be very plump; b-ut the flefh of this a"nimal is 
.not very tender. 

THE SPRING~BOK!I 

The White Antelope, which is fuppofed to be the fame 

w ith the Pygarg, mentioned in the book of Numbers, is 

an inhabitant of the Cape of Good Hope, where it is 

called the Spring-bok; and is to be fe en in herds of fe­

veral thoufands, covering the plains as far as the eye can 

teach. Sparrman fays, that, having fhot ~t a large herd 

E 3 of 
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of them, they formed a line, and immediately made a. 
circular movement, as if to furround him; but after­
wards flew off in different directions. 

The height of this beautiful creature is two feet and a 
half; and, from the ears to the tail, fomewhat above 
thre~ fe.et : The tail is rather lefs than a foot long : The 
length of the ears is fix inches and a half; that of the 
horns, meafuring them along their curvatures, nine 
inches; and their diftance at the bafe, where they are 
nearly three inches thick, is one inch; they gradually 
widen from thence to the diftance of five inches from 
each other, when they turn inwards, fo that at the tip 
they are not abQve three inches and a half afunder ; they 
are of a deep black colour, annulated above half way up; 
toward the top they are quite fmooth, and end in a fharp 

l 

.point. 
The predominant colour pf this animal is brown, or a­

Jight-ru{l: colour; the pofteri~r moiety of the ridge of the 
back is white, which colour is continued over and round 
the anus, the infide of the haunches, the belly, and the 
fore legs, excepting a narrow ftripe of brown in the front 
of each; the head is white, except a dark-brown lift oq 
each fide, of the breadth of an inch, which paffes from 
the corner of the mouth over the eyes to the horns; a 
ftripe, an inch and a half broaq, of the fa~e deep umber 
colour, extends from the fhoulders to the haunches, form­
ing thus a bqundary between the fnowy whitenefs of the 
belly and the rufty colour of the fi.des: The tail, at leaft 
the lower part of it, is not thicker than a goofe-quill; 
the under fide is quite bare; but towards the tip there 
are a few dark-brown hairs from one to two inches and a , 

»~~f lo!1g: The ear$ are of an afh colour, 6pt on the 
edg~ 
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~ dges with fine light-grey hairs : The eye-brows and 

whifkers are black : The hair in general is fine and fhor t ; 

but the dark line which borders upon the white, confifts 

.of longer hairs, and in fame meafure ferves to cover the 

dazzling whitenefs of the creature's back, the purity of 

which fee ms to be by this means pref erved; for on certain 

.occafions the animal is able to expand thef e hairs to the 

breadth of eight or nine inches, particularly on taking a 

high leap, which it never fails to do when it is purfued ; 

and then it is no lefs pleafant than curious to fee the 

whole herd jumping over each other's heads to the height 

of two yards, and fometimes higher; fame of them will 

take three or four high leaps fucceflively: In this fitua­

tion, they feem to be fufpended in the air, and look 

over their fhoulders at their purfuers ; at the fame time 

iliewi.ng .the w}:iite part o.f their packs in a moft beautiful 

,manner. 
When hunted, thefe animals fuffer themfelves foon to 

·,be difperfed; and when the whole flock has got to fame 

diftance, they will all make a ftand, and turn round to 

look at their p,urfuers, at the fame time expanding the 

white hairs o.t;i their backs,. 

The Spring-boks are fo extrei:;nely fwif,t, .as to require 

a good Horfe to ov:ertake them ; although they a.r.e fome­

times bold enough to allow a fportfm an, either on foo t 

or on horfeback, t9 cpme within gunfhot .of them.­

Their flefh is very palatable, and has a more juicy an~ 

.d.elicate tafte than that of th~ other Gazelles . 

·E 4 'l, . H E 
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THE ELK .. ANTELOPE 

is likewife an inhabitant of the Cape, as well as the 
greateft part of India, and is one of the larger kinds of 
Gazelles; has firaight horns, two feet in length, of a 
dark-brown colour, marked with two prominent f piral 
ribs running near two-thirds of their length, but fmooth 
towards the ends, which are turned a littie inwards; the 
forehead is flat and broad at the top, but about the eyes 
becomes narrow ; it has a forelock, fianding ereB: the 
length of the whole forehead; its nofe is {harp; and its 
breaft is covered with a loofe fkin ; 

This animal is of an afh colour, inclining a little to .. 
wards blue; li<1s a thin upright mane, quite black, which 
extends from the nape of its neck along the top of th~ 
back ; and has li.kewife a tuft of black hair at th~ end of 
ihe tail , 

The 
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The Elk-antelopes live chiefly in plains and vallies; 

and when hunted, always run, if poffible, againft the 

wind: They are not very fwift; and being in general 

fat, efpecially the males, which are always the largeft 

and fatteft in the herd, are foor{ tired. The hunter ge­

nerally endeavours to get to the windward of the animal, 

which when he has accompli!hed, he takes an opportuni­

ty of throwing himfelf from his horfe, and infi antly 

£hoots the flying game; at this prall:ice the Dutch colo­

nifts at the Cape are fo expert, as feldom to fail.-Sparr­

man, in his account of this animal, fays, there have been 

many inftances where keen fportfmen, as well for their 

own pleafure as convenience, have hunted Elk-antelopes 

and other Gazelles, for many miles together, from the 

open plains, and driven them to their own doors, before 

they thought it worth while to ilioot them. 

T he female has horns like the male, but fmalle-r : 

T hey are ufed by the Hottentots for tobacco-pipes. 

TU E 
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THE HART-BEE ST 

is the mofi: common of all the larger Gazelles, known in 
any part of Africa.-The following accurate defcription 
is taken from Sparrman, to whom we are indebted for 
the beft accounts of fuch of thefe rare animals as are to 
be met with near the Cape :-The height of this animal 
is fomewhat above four feet ; the horns are from fix to 
nine inches long, very fl:rong and black, almoft clofe, at 
the bafe diverging upwards, and at the top bending 
backwards in an horizontal direction almoft to the tips, 
which turn a little downwards; they are embo!fed with 
about eighteen rings of an irregular form. The general 
colour of the Hart-beeft is that of (:innamon; the front · 
of the head is marked with black, as is Iikewife the fore 
part of the legs ; the hind part of the haunch is covere4 
with a wide black ftreak, which reaches down to the 
knee~ a narrow firipe of bla~k begins behind each ear, 

an4 
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and runs all along the ridge of the neck ; a dark-brown 

oval fpot extends over the back, terminating juft above 

the tail, which is flender, fomething like that of an Afs, 

and is covered with £hong black hairs about fix inches 

long. There is a pore about an inch below the eye, 

from which a matter is diftilled, [omewhat like ear-wax, 

which the Hottentots carefully preferve as a rare and ex­

cellent medicine. 

This animal is fuppofed to be the Buba/us of the an­

cients, is the Cervine Antelope of Mr Pennant, and the 

/3ubale of M. Buffon. 

The hair of the Hart-beeft is very fine, and its long 

ears are covered with white hair on the infide; it has 

only eight teeth in the lower jaw, none in the upper; 

the legs are rather fiender, with fmall fetlocks and hoofs. 

The large head and high forehead, together with the 

affinine ears and tail of the Hart-beeft, render it one of 

the leaft handfome of the whole tribe of Antelopes : Its 

pace, when at fl!-U f peed, appears like a heavy gallop ; 

notwithftanding which, it runs as faft as any of the -large 

Antelopes ; When it has once got a-head of its purfuers, 

it is very apt to turn round, and flare them full in the 

face. Its flefh is fine1 rather dry, but yet of an agreea-

bly high flavour. · 

THE KOEDOE, OR STRIPED ANTELOPE, 

is a beautiful, tall Gazelle, inhabiting the Cape of Good 

Hope; has long, ilender !hanks ; is larger, though not fo 

~lumf y, as the Elk-antelope: Its horns q.re fmooth~ twift­

~d fpirally, with a prominent edge or rib following the 

wreaths; they are three feet nine ·inches long, of a palc­

p~own cqlour, clofe at the bafe, and at the points round 
and 
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and fharp. The colour of this animal is a rufty brown-; 
along the ridge of the back there is a white ftripe mixed 
with brown; from this are eight or nine white firipe:; 
poir 1ting downwards ; the forehead and the fore part of 
the nofe are brown; a white ftripe runs from the corner 
of each eye, and meets juft above the nofe; upon each 
cheek-bone there are two fmall white f pots; the inner 
ed:ges of the ears are covered with white hair, and the 
upper part of the neck is adorned with a brown mane, an 
inch long ; beneath the neck, from the throat to the 
breaft, are fome long hairs hanging down ; the breaft 
and belly are grey; the tail is two feet long, brown a­
bove, white beneath, and black at the end. 

The Koedoe, though a tall and flender animal, is not 
{o f wift as many of the Gazelle kind, and is eafily over­
taken by the hounds : On thef e occafi.ons the males de­
fend themfelves with great f pirit with their horns, and 
will come to clof e quarters with the Dogs ; but the fe­
males having no horns, are obliged to depend on their 
fpeed. 

Another of the larger kind of Gazelles to be found at 
the Cape, is 

THE 
I 

G E l\tI S E - B O K, 
which is called by Mr Pennant the Egyptian Antelope, and 
by M. Buffon the Pafan.-The horns are firaight, £len­
der, of a black coiour, about three feet long, with above 
twenty rings rq.ching half way to the points, which are 
fmooth ancl taper; it is of an aili colour, inclining to 
red; the belly, legs, and face, are white; a black line 
extends from the neck to the loins ; the tail is about two 
feet· long, terminated with black hairs. 

This 
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This animal is famous for a concretion in its fto mach 

or inteftines, called the oriental bezoar, which was well 

known in former times for its great virtue in expelling 

poifon in the human frame, and was fold at enormous 

prices, its value encreafing in proportion to its fize. 

There was a time when a ftone of four ounces fold in 

Europe for above 2001.; at prefent, however, its eftima­

tion and price are greatly decreafed. The virtues which 

ignorance and inexperience attributed to it, are now 

found no longer to exift; and this once-celebrated medi­

cine is now only confumed in countries where the know­

ledge of Nature has been but little advanced.-Similar 

concretions are likewife found in a variety of animals of 

the Gazelle and Goat kind; even Apes, Serpents, and 

Hogs, are faid to have their bezoars: In fhort, there is 

fcarcely an animal, except of the carnivorous kind, that 

does not produce fome of thefe concretions in the fto­

mach, inteftines, kidnies, and even the heart. 

Thefe are the principal animals of the Gazelle kind 

def cribed by Dr Sparrman in his voyage to the Cape of 

Good Hope: He mentions a variety of others that are 

to be met with there, of which he gives us little but their 

names. 

THE REE-BOK 

is a gregarious animal, two feet in height, of an afh co­

lour, fomewhat refembling that of a hare, but a little 

more inclining to red; the belly and anus are white; the 

tail fhort; the horns are black and ftraight, very fimilar 

to thofe of the Gemfe-bok, but barely a foot long, very 

taper, and {harp-pointed; they are ufed by the Hotten­

tots as awls or bo,dkins for boring holes in making their 
fhoe$ 
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fhoes or cloaks. The flefh of this animal is dry, and ac-· 
counted worfe to eat than that of any other Gaze1le. 

THE RIET REE-BOK 

is twice as big as the la.ft-mentioned animal, is monoga­
mous ( or keeps in pairs), and generally lies concealed 
among the reeds and marfhy places, and refembles the 
Ree-bok. 

THE GRYS-BOK OR GUINEA ANTELOPE OF 

MR PENNANT, AND GRIMME oF M. BuFFoN, 

is of a greyifh or aili colour, with large black ears, and 
a black f pot round the eyes; ftraight, black horns, fl en­
der artd !harp-pointed, not three inches long, flightly an­
nulated at the bafe: Its height is about eighteen inches, 
and is moft elegantly formed: Beneath each eye is a 
cavity that contains a ftrong-fcented oily liquor, which 
fmells fomethmg like mufk, and when expofed to the air, 
becomes hard and black. 
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THE KLIP-SPRINGER 

is of a light-red colour, inclining to yellow, intermixed 

with black ftreaks; the tips and edges of its ears are 

black; it runs with great fwiftnefs, and makes large 

bounds, even on the fteepeft precipices, and in the moll 

rocky places, where it cannot eafily be caught with 

hounds. 

T H E G N u. 
To thefe we may add the Gnu, the Hottentot name 

for a fingular animal, which, with refpelt to its form, 

is between the Horfe and the Ox. It is about the fize , 

of a common galloway, the length of it being fomewhat 

above five feet, and the height rather more than four. 

This animal is of a dark-brown colour; the tail and 

mane of a light-grey; the fh ag on the chin and breafl:, 

and the ftiff hairs which ftan<l erelt on the forehead and 

upper part of the face, are black; the curvature of the 

horns is fingular; and the animal is reprefented in the 
cut 
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cut in the attitude of butting, to give an idea of their 
form and pofition. · 

The legs of the Gnu are frnall; its hair is very fine; 
and it has a cavity beneath each eye, li~e mofi: of the 
Antelope kind. 

THE STEEN-BOK OR RED ANTELOPE OF 

MR PENNANT, AND NAGOR oF BuFFON, 

is found in Senegal, and at the Cape of Good Hope.­
Its whole body is of a pale-red colour; it is as large as 
a Roe-buck; its horns, which do not exceed fix inches 
in length, are almofi: fmooth, and bend a little forward; 
its ears are five inches long; and it has a white fpot over 
each eye. 

THE NANGUER, OR SWIFT ANTELOPE, 
is likewife a native of Africa, and is found in Senegal.­
It is three feet and a half in length, and two and a half 
high; the horns are black and round, eight inthes in 
length, and what is fingular, bend forward at the points; 
its general colour is tawny ; belly and thighs white; 
it has likewife a white fpot under the neck, is a very 
handfome animal, and eafily tamed ; its f wiftnefs is com­
pared to that of the wind. 

T H E 
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THE COMMON ANTE L Op E. 

The Antelope, prqperly fo called, abounds in Barbary, 
and in all the northern parts of Africa.-It is fomewhat 
lefs than the Fallow-deer: Its horns are about fixteen 
inches long, furrounded with prominent rings almofr to 
the top, where they are twelve inches diftant from point 
to point. The horns of the Antelope are remarkable for 
a beautiful double flexion, which gives them the appear ... 
ance of the lyre of the ancients. The colour of the hair 
on the back is brown, mix•ed with red; th'e belly and in­
fide of the thighs, white ; and the tail fhort. 

THE GAZELLE OF AFRICA, OR THE 

BARBARY ANTELOPE, 

is likewife common in all the northern part of Africa, 
in Syria, and Mefopotamia, and feems to be a variety of 

F the 
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the !aft-mentioned animal, which it ftrongly refembles ;; 
only the two colours on the back are feparated from each· 
other by a ftrong dufky line, and on each knee there is a · 
tuft of hair. 

T H E K E V E L 
is a native of Senegal, anJ. in colour and marks very 
much refembles the preceding animal, but is rather lefs ~ 
and its horns, inftead of being round, are flatted on their 
fides, and the rings, more numerous. 

1 .. HE CORIN, OR SPOTTED ANTELOPE, 

is ftill lefs than the two former animals ; its horns are 
likewife fmaller, being only fix inches long, a·nd almoft 
fmooth, the annular prominencies being fcarcely difcern­
ible; on each knee is a tuft of hair. Some of thefe ani­
mals are irregularly fpotted with white. 

T H E K 0 B A ' 

is remarkable foF the form of its horns:, which are almoft 
clofe at the bafe, bending out towards the middle, where 
they form a. curve inwards, and again fly off at the 
points, which bend backward; they are feventeen inche& 
long, furrounded with fifteen rings; the ends are fmooth 
and-!harp. 

T H E K a B 
differs from the former animal only if'l being lefs.-They 
are both inhabitants. of SenegaL 
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THE CHEVROTAIN AND MEMINNA. 

The Chevrotain, or little Guinea Deer, is the fmalle!l: 
of all the Antelope kind, the leaft of all cloven-footed 
quadrupeds, and we may add, the moft beautiful.-Its 
legs at the fmalleft part are not much thicket than a to­
bacco-pipe; it is not more than feven inches in height, 
and about twelve from the point of the nofe to the infer­
tion of the tail; its ears are broad; and its horns, which 
-are fttaight, and fcarcely two inches long, are black and 
ihining as jet; the colour of the hair is a reddiili-brown; 
in fome a beautiful yellow, very fho rt and gloffy. 

Thefe elegant little creatures are natives of Senegal 
and the hotteft parts of Africa; they are likewife found 
in India, and in many of the iflands belonging to that 
vaft continent. 

In Ceylon, there is an animal of this kind called Me­
rninna, which is not larger than a hare, but perfell:Iy re­
fembling a Fallow-deer.-It is of a grey colour; the fides 
and haunches are fpotted and barred wi th white ; its ears 
~re long and open; and its tail iliort. 

F 2. None 
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None of thefe fmall animals can fubfift but in 4 warm 

climate. They are fo extremely delicate, that it is with 

the utmoft difficulty they can be brought alive into Eu­

rope, where they foon perifh. They are gentle, familiar, 

moft beautifully formed, and their agility is fuch, that 

they will bound over a wall twelve feet high. In Gui­

nea, they are called Guevei. The female has no horns. 

We fhall conclude our account of this numerous race 

with 

THE ScYTHIAN ANTELOPE, oR SAIGA, 

which is the oi1ly one of the fpecies that is to be found 

in Europe.-The form of its body refembles the domeftic 

Goat, but its horns are rhofe of an Antelope, being 

marked by very prominent rings, with furrows between; 

they are a foot long, the ends fmooth, of a pale-yellow 

colour, almoft tranfparent. 

· The male is covered with rough hair, like the He­

Goat, and has a ftrong f cent; the female is fmoother, 

hornlefs-, and timid. The general colour is a dirty white. 

When they are attacked by Wolves or Dogs, the males 

{land round the females, forming a circle, with their 

heads towards the enemy, in which pofture they defend 

their charge.-Their common pace is a trot; when they 

go fafter, it is by leaps; and are fwifter than Roe-bucks. 

When they feed, they are obliged to go backward, owing 

to the length of the upper lip, which they lift up.-. 

Their fkin is foft, and excellent for gloves, belts, &c. 

They are found in flocks from fix to ten thoufand, on 

the banks of the Tanais and Borifthenes. 

The young are eaGly tamed, and will readily return to 

their mafter when turned ·out on the defart .. 
THE· 
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T H E N Y L .. G I-I A U. 

T HIS animal is a native of the interior parts of In ... 
dia.-It feems to be of a middle nature, between 

the Cow and the Deer, and carries the appearance of 
both in its form. In fize, it is as much· fm aller than the 
one, as it is larger than the other: Its body, horns, and 
tail, are not unlike thofe of a bull; and the head, neck, 
and legs, are very like thofe of a Deer. The colour, in 
general, is a!h or grey, from a mixture of black hairs and 
white ; all along the ridge or edge of the neck, the hair 
is blacker, longer, and more erell:, making a {hort, thin, 
and upright mane, reaching down to the hump. Its 
horns are feven inches long, fix inches round at the root, 
tapering by degrees, and terminate in a bhmt point. 

F 3 Tho 



~6 ;HISTORY OF Q_UADRUPEDS. 

The ears are large and beautiful, feven inches in length, 
and f pre ad to a confiderable breadth near their end : 
They are white on the edge and on the infide, except 
where two black bands mark the hollow of the ear with 
a Zebra-like variety. The height of this animal at the 
fhoulder is four feet 011e inch; behind the loins, it only 
meafures fo-qr feet. 

The female differs confiderably from the male both in 
height and thicknefs~ being much fmaller; in fhape and 
colour very much ref embling a Deer; and has no horns. 
She has four nipples; and is fuppofed to go nine months 
with young. She commonly .hcis on!! at a birth, but 
fometimes two. 

Several of this f pecies were brought to this country in 
the year 1767, which cortl:inued to breed annually for 
(ome years after.-Dr Hunter, who had one of them in 
his cuftod y for fome time, def cribes it as a harmlefs and 
gentle animal; that it feemed pleafed with every kind of 
familiarity, always licked the hand that either ftroaked 
or fed it, and never once attempted to ufe its horns of .. 
fenfively. It feemed to have much dependence on its or .. 
~ans of fmell; and fnuffed keenly whenever any perfon, 
~ame in fight: It did fo likewife, when food or drink 
was brought to it ; and would not tafte the bread which 
was offered? if th~ hand that prefented i-t happened to 
fmell of turpeI').tine. 

Its manner of fighting is very particular, and is thus 
ilefcribed :-Two of the males at Lord Clive's, being put 
into an inclqf ~re, were obferved, while they were at 
fome dif\:ance from each other, to prepare for the attack, 
},y falling down upon their knees. They then fhuffied 
f9WH~~ ya~h other, keeping ftill upon their knees; and 

at 
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.at the diftance of a few yards, they made a fpring, and 

-darted againft each other with great force. 

The following anecdote will ferve to :fhew, that, dur­

ing the rutting f eafon, thefe animals are fierce and vi­

cious, and not to he depended upon :-A labouring man, 

without knowiµg .that the animal was near him, went up 

to the outfide of the .inclofure; the Nyl-ghau, with -the 

quicknefs of lightning, darted againfi: the wood-work 

with fuch violence, that he broke it to pieces, and broke 

off one of his horns clofe to the root. The death of the 

animal, which happened foon after, was fuppofed to be 

owing to the injvry he fuftained by the blow. 

Bernier fays, that it is the favourite amufement of the 

Mogul emperor to hunt the Nyl-ghau; and that he kills 

them in fu,_C'h numbers, as to diftribute quarters of them 

to all his omrahs; which fhews that they are efteemed 

good and delicious food. 

The Nyl-ghau is frequently brought from the interior 

parts of Afia as a rare and valuable prefent to the nabobi 

and other great men at our fettlements in India. 

· It remains to be confidered, whether this rare animal 

might not be propagated with fuccefs in this ~QU!}try. 

That it will breed here is evident from experience; and • 

if it fhould prove docile enough to be eaGly trained to 

labour, its great fwiftnefs and conGderable ftrength migh~ 

be applied to the moft yaluable purpof~s. 

F 4 
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T H E M U S K. 

THERE ha~e been various accounts given of this 
animal by naturalifts and travellers ; by whom it 

feert?,s to have been taken notice of more for the perfume 
which it produces, than for the information of the cu­
rious enquirer into its nature and qualities: For we are 
:fl.ill at a l~fs what rank to affign it among the various 
tribes of quadrupeds. It ha_s no horns; and whether it 
ruminates or not is uncertain: Bnt by its wanting the 
fore-teeth in the upper jaw, we are led to fuppofe that 
it belongs either to the Goat or the Deer kind; and have 
therefore: given it a place after the Gazelles, relying up­
on thofe characl:eriftic marks which are known, and leav­
ing it to future hiftorians, who may be poffeifed of better 
means of information, to afcertain its genuine charall:er. 

The Muilc of Thibet refembles the Roe-buck in form: 
lt is fomewhat above two feet in height at the {houlder • 
.the hind leg$ are longer than the fore legs, being two 

feet 
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feet nine inches high from the top of the haunches ; in 
length, it is three feet fix inches from the head to the 

tail; the head is above half a foot long. Its upper jaw 

is much larger than the lower; and on each fide of it 

there is a fl.ender tuik, near two inches long, which hangs 

down, bending ~nwards like a hook, and very £harp on 

the inner edge: Its lower jaw contains eight fmall cut­

ting teeth; and in each jaw there are fix grinders. Its 

ears are long, fmall, and ereB:, like thofe of a Rabbit. 

The hair on the whole ·body is long and rough, marked 

with fmall waves from top to bottom ; the colour is a 

rufty-brown; under the belly and tail it is white; on 

each fide of the lowe~ jaw there is a tuft of thick hair, 

about an inch long; its hoofs are deeply cloven, flender, 

and black; the fpurious hoofs are likewife very long; 

its tail is not more than two inches in length, and hid in 

the hair.-The ufe it makes of its tuflcs is not well 

known: The moft probable is that of hooking up roots 

out of the ground, and catching at .frnall twigs and 

branches of trees, upon which it feeds.-The female has 

no tufrs, is lefs than the male, and has two fmall teats. 

The Mu{k is found in the kingdom of Thibet, in fe­

veral of the Chinefe provinces, about the lake Baikal, 

and near the rivers J enifan and Argun, from lat. 60 to 

45 ; but feldom fo far fouth, except driven by great falls 

of fnow to feek for food in more temperate climates. It 
is naturally a timid animal, and endowed with a quick 

fenfe of hearing. Its folitary haunts are ufually moun­

tains, covered with pines; where it avoids mankind, and, 

when purfued, flies to the higheft and mofl: inacceffible 

fummits. 

The perfume produced by this animal, which is fo well 

known 
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known in the fafhionable circles, and of late fo much 
ufed in the prac;tice of phyfic, needs little defcr~ption : 
It is found in a bag or tumor, nearly of the fize of a 
hen's · egg, on the belly of the male only. Thefe bags 
the hunters cut off, and tie them up for fale ; many· 
thoufands of which are fent over annually to Europe, be­
fides what are confumed in different parts of the Eaft. 
To account for this great confumption, it is fuppofed 
that the mufk is frequently adulterated and mixed with 
the blood of the animal. It comes to us from China, 
Tonquin, Bengal, and Mufcovy; but that of Thibet is 
reckoned the heft, and fells at a much higher price. 

The flefh of the males, efpecially in the rutting feafon J\ 
is much infell:ed with the flavour of the mufk; but is, 
neverthelefs, eaten by the Ruffians and Tartars. 

THE 
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THE GIRAFFE, oR CAMELEOPARD. 

T HIS animal (the exiftence of which has frequent­
ly been called in queftion) is a native of the wild 

~nd unfrequented defarts of Ethiopia, and other inte­
rior parts of Africa; where it leads a folitary life, far 
from the habitations of men, for whofe ufe it is rendered 
unfit by the enormous difproportion of its parts. It has 
hitherto been regarded chiefly as an objell: of curiofity; 
and may lead us to admire the wonderful productions of 
that creative Power which has filled the earth with life 
in fuch a boundlefs variety of forms. 

The height of this extraordinary a~irnal, from the 
crown of the head to the ground, is feventeen feet; 
~ hile at the rump it only meafures nine feet; the neck 

~lone 



,2 HISTORY OF Q_UADRUPEDS. 

alone is feven feet long; and the length, from the extre­
mity of the tail to the end of the nofe, is twenty-two 
feet ; the fore and hind legs are nearly of an equal 
height ; but the :fhoulders are of fuch a length, as to 
make its back incline like the roof of a houfe; its neck 
is flender and _elegant, adorned on the upper fide with a 

iliort mane; its head is nearly fimilar to that of a Stag, 
having two horns, fix inches long, covered with hair, 
with tufts at the end like briftles ; on the middle of the 
forehead ftands a protuberance, about two inches high, 
refembling a third horn; · its ears are long; and its eyes 
large and beautiful. 

The colour of this animal is a dirty white, interf perfed 
with large fpots of yellow over the whole body; it is a 

timid and gentle creature, but not f wift; from the great 
length of its fore legs, it is obi'iged to divide them to a 

great diftance when it grazes, which , it does with great 
difficulty; it lives chiefly by browfing on the leaves and 
tender branches of trees; it lies on its belly, and has 
hard protuberances on its breaft and thighs, like the Ca­
mel; its tail is long, flender, and covered with ftrong 
hairs; its feet refemble thofe 0f an Ox; it has no teeth 
in the upper jaw, and is a ruminating animal; its pace 

is a kind of gallop. 
This animal was known to the Romans in early times., 

by whom its hiftory h:is been hande<l down to fucceeding 
ages in fome of their moft celebrated works of fculpture: 
It was exhibited in their games among other rare and un~ 
common animals; and is finely and juftly defcribed by 

Oppian. 

TH£ 
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T H E E ' L K. 

T HIS animal is the largefi: and moft formidable of 

· all the Deer kind. It is a native of both the old 

and the new continent, being known in Europe by the 

name of the Elk, and in America by that of the Moofi­

deer. It is fometimes taken in the forefl:s of Ruffia and 

Germany, though rarely to be feen on account of its ex­

treme wildnefs. It likewife inhabits Norway, Sweden, 

Poland, and Tartary, as far as the North of China. It 

is common in Canada, and in all the northern parts of 

America, where_ it is called by the French the Orignal. 

The Elk has been varioufly defcribed by naturalifl:s and . 

travellers: By fome it is faid to be twelve feet high; 

whilft others, with greater appearance of probability, de­

fcribe it as being not much higher than a Horfe. It is, 

however, a matter of doubt to which a greater degree of 

(}redibility iliould be given. 
From 
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From a variety of Elks horns preferved in the cabinet3 
of the curious, fome of which are of a moft enormous 
fize, there is every reafon to conclude, that the animal 
which bore them muft have been of a proportionable bulk 
and ftrength, 

Thofe who fpeak of the gigantic Moofe, fay, their 
horns are fix feet long, and meafure, from tip to tip,, 
above ten feet: The beams of the horns are fhort; from· 
which they fpread out into large and broad palms, one 
fide of which is plain, but on the outfide are feveral £harp 
fnags or {hoots. 

The European Elk grows to the height of feven or 
eight feet, and in length, from the end of the muzzle to 
the inf ertion of the tail, meafures ten feet ; the head is 
two feet long; the neck, on which is a iliort, upright 
mane, of a light-brown colour, is much fhorter; its eye 
is frnall, and from the lower corner of it there is a deep 
flit, common to all the Deer kind, as well as moil of the 
Gazelles ; the ears are upwards of a foot in length, 
very broad, and fomewhat flouching ; the noftrils are 
wide; and the upper lip, which is fquare, and has a deep 
furrow in the middle, hangs greatly over the lower, from 
whence it was imagined by the ancients, that this crea­
ture could not graze without going backward ; the wi­
thers are very high, the hind legs much fhor ter than the 
fore legs, and the hoofs deeply cloven ; from a fm all ex­
<;refr;ence under the throat hangs a long tuft of coarfe 
black hair; the tail is very fhort, dufky above, and white 
beneath; the hair is long and rough, like a bear, and 0f 
a hoary brown colour, not much di.ff€ring from that of 
the Afs. 

The pace of th~ Elk is a high, fhambling trot ; but it 
,goes 
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goes with great fwiftnefs.-Formerly thefe animals were 
made ufe of in Sweden to draw fledges; but as they were 
frequently acceifary to the efcape of fuch as had been 
guilty of murders or other great crimes, this ufe of them 
was prohibited under great penalties. 

In palling through thick woods, thefe animals carry 
their heads horizontally, to prevent their horns being en­
tangled in the branches. 

The Elks are timid, inoffenfive animals, except when 
wounded, or during the rutting feafon, when the males 
become very furious, and at that time will fwim from 
iile to iile in purfuit of the females. They ftrike with 
both horns and hoofs; and poifefs fuch agility and ftrength 
of limbs, that with a fingle blow of the fore feet they 
will kill a Wolf or a Dog, or even break a tree. 

Their flefh is extremely f weet and nourifhing. The 
Indians fay they can travel farther after eating heartily of 
the fleih of the Elk than any other animal food. Their 
tongues are excellent; but the nofe is efteemed the great­
eft delicacy in all Canada. The ikin makes excelJent buff 
leather ; and is ftrong, foft, and light. The Indians make 
their fnow-ihoes, and likewife form their canoes, with it. 
The hair on the neck, withers, and hams, of a full-grow:i:1 
Elk, from its great length and el:afticity, is well adapted 
to the purpofe of making matraifes and faddles. 

The methods of hunting thefe animals in Canada are 
curious :-The firft, and moft fimple, is, before the lakes 
or rivers are frozen, multitudes of the natives aifemble in 
their canoes, with which they form a vaft crefcent, each 
horn touching the ihore ; whilft another party on the 
fhore furround an extenfive tracl:: They are attended by 
Dogs, which they let loofe, and prefs towards the water 

·with 
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with loud cries: The animals, alarmed by the noife, fly 
before the hunters, and plunge into the lake, where they 
are killed by the people in the canoes with lances and 
clubs.-Another method requires a greater degree of pre­
paration and art :-The hunters i-nclofe a large f_eace with 
flakes and · branches of trees, forming two fi.des of a tri­
angle; the bottom opens into a fecond inclofure, which 
is faft on all fi.des: At the opening are hung numbers of 
fnares, made of the flips of raw hides. They aifemble, 
as before, in great troops; and, with all•kinds of hideous 
noifes, drive into the inclofure not only the Moofe, but 
various oth~r kinds of Deer with which that country 
abounds. Some, in forcing their way through the nar­
row pafs, are caught in the fnares by the neck or horns ; 
whilft thofe which efcape thefe, meet their fate from the 
arrows of the hunters, directed at them from all quar­
ters .-They are likewife frequently killed with the gun. 
"\iVhen they are fir{l: difcovered, they fqual: with their 
hind parts, and make water; at which inftan t the fportf­
man fires. If he mifs, the Moofe fets off in a moft rapid 
trot, making, like the Rein-deer, a prodigious rattling 
with its hoofs, and running twenty or thirty miles before 
it flops or takes the water. The ufual time for this di­
verfion is in winter. The animal can run with eafe up­
on the firm furface of the fnow; but the hunters avoid 
entering on the chafe till the heat of the fun is ftrong 
enough to melt the frozen cruft with which it is covered, 
and render it foft enough to impede the flight of the 
Moofe, which finks up to the :fhoulders, flounders, and 
gets on with great difficulty. The fportfman purfu~s in 

his broad-rackets or fnow.fhoes , and makes a ready prey 

fi>f the diftreffed animal. 
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" As weak againfl: the mountain-heaps they pufh 
" Their beating breafl: in vain, and piteous bray, 
" He lays them quiv 'ring on th' enfanguin'd fnows, 
" And with loud fuouts rejoicing bears them home." 

The female is lefs than the male, and has no horns. 

They are in feafon in the autumn, and bring forth in 

April, fometimes one, but generally two young ones at a 

time, which arrive at their full growth in fix years. 

THE R E I N - D E E R .. 

This ~traordinary animal is a native of the icy re­
gions of the North; where, by a wife and bountiful dif­

penfation, which diffufes the common goods of N ature 

over every part of the habitable globe, it abounds, and is 

made fubfervient to the wants of a hardy race of men in­

habiting th~ countries near the pole, who would find it 
G impoffible 
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impoffible to fubfift among their fnowy mountains with,.. 

out the aid of this moft ufeful creature. 
In more temperate regions, men are indebted . to the· 

unbounded liberality of N atute for a great variety of va­
luable creatures to ferve, to nourifu, and to cloath them. 

To the poor Laplander the Rein-deer alone fupplies the 
place of the Horfe, the Cow, the Sheep, the Goat, &e.; 
and from it he derives the only comforts that tend to 

foften the feverity of his fituation in that moft inhofpita­

ble climate. 
The Rein-deer of Lapland are of' two kinds,-the wild 

and the tame: Th.e former are larger, ftronger, and more 

hardy than the latter-; for which reafon the tame females, 
in the proper feafon, ar€! often fent out into the woods, 
where they meet with wild males·, and return home im­
pregnated· by them. The br€ed from this- mixture is­
ftronger, and better adapted for drawing the fledge, to 
which the Laplanders accuftom them at an early age. 

T H E S . L E D G E. 

They are yoked to it by a collar; from which a trace is 
brought under the belly between the legs, and faftened 

to the fore pa_rt of the fledge. ':Qlefe carriages are ex-
tremely 
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fremely light, and covered at the bottom with the fkin of 
the Rein-deer. The perfon who fits in it guides the 
animal with a cord faftened to its horns; he drives it 
with a goad, and encourages it with his voice. Thofe of 
the wild breed, though by far the fl:rongeft, often prove 
refrall:ory; and not only refufe to obey their mafter, but 
turn againft him, and ftrike fo furioufly with their feet; 
that his only refource is to cover himfelf with his fledge, 
upon which the enraged animal vents its fury. The 
tame animal, on the contrary, is patient, all:ive, and 
willing. -When hard puilied, the Rein-deer will trot the 
diftance of fixty miles without flopping; but in fuch ex­
ertions, the poor obedient creature fatigues itfelf fo ex­
ceedingly, that its mafter is frequently obliged to kill it 
immediately; to prevent a lingering death that would en­
fue. In general, they ean go about thirty miles without 
flopping, and that without any great or dangerous efforts. 

This mode of travelling can be performed only in the 
winter feafon, when the face ·of the country is covered 
with fnow; and, although the conveyance is fpeedy, it 
is inconvenient, dangerous, and troublefome. 

As the Rein-deer conftitutes the fole riches of the 
Laplander, it may well be fuppofed that a conftant at-~ 
tention to preferve and fecure it forms the chief employ­
ment of his life. It is no uncommon thing for one per­
fon to poffefs above five hundred in a fingle herd. 

As foon as fummer appears, which forms but a !hort 
interval from the moft piercing cold, the Laplander, who 
had fed his Rein-deer upon the lower grounds during the 
winter, drives them up to the mountains, leaving the 
woody country and the low paftures, which at that fea­
fon are in a ftate truly deplorable: Myriads of infell:s, 

G l breJ 
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bred by the heat of the fun in the woods and fens with 

which this country abounds, are all upon the wing; the 

whole atmofphere fwarms with life; every place and eve­

ry creature is infefted; the natives are obliged to cover 

their faces with a mixture of pitch and milk, to fhield 

them from thefe minute invaders, which are drawn in 

with the breath, and enter the noftrils, and even the 

eyes; but they are ehiefly enemies to the Rein-deer: 

The horns of that animal being then tender, and covered 

with a fkin, which renders them extremely fenfitive, a 

cloud ot thefe infects fettle upon them, and drive the 

poor animal al moil: to diftraltion. In this extremity,­

there is no refource but flight. The herdfmen drive their 

flocks from the plains to the fummits of the mountains, 

whither the foe cannot follow them. The~e they wil_l 

continue the whole day, with little or no food, rather 

than venture down into the lower parts, where they have 

no defence againft their unceafing perfecutors. 

Befides the gnat, the gad.fly is a common peft to thefe 

anim-als. In the autu·mn, this infeB: depofits its eggs in 

their ikin, wheFe the wo1·ms burrow, and wound it in fe­

veral places, and often prove fatal to the poor animal. 

The moment a fingle fly is feen, the whole herd is in 

motion: They know their enemy, and endeavour to a­

void it, by toiling up their heads-, and running among 

each other ; but all this too often proves ineffeB:ual. 

Every morning and evening during the fummer, the 

herdfman returns to the cottage with his deer to be milk­

ed, where a large fire of mofs. is prepared,. for the pur­

pofe of filling the pl-ace with fmoke, to drive off the 

gnats, and keep the Deer quiet whilft milki:ng.-The 

quantity of milk given by one female in a day is about a 
pint. 
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pint. It is thinner than that of a Cow, but f weeter and 
more nourifhing. 

The female begins to breed at the age of two years, is 
in feafon the latter end of Septembe1, goes with young 
eight months, and generally brings forth two at a time. 
-The fondnefs of the dam for her young is very remark­
able. They follow her two or three years, but do not 
acquire their full ftrength until four. It is at this age 
that they are trained to labour; and -they continue fer­
viceable four or five years. They never live above fif­
teen or fixteen years.-At eight or nine years old, the 
Laplanders kill them for their fkins and their flefh. Of 
the former they make garments, which are warm, and 
cover them from head to foot ; they alfo f erve them for 
beds: They fpread them on each fide of the fire up01~ 
the leaves of trees, and in this J;nanner lie both foft and 
warm. The latter affords a conftant fupply of good and 
wholefome food, which in the winter, when all other 
kinds of provifions fail, is their chief fubfiftence. The 
tongue of the Rein-deer is confidered as a great delica­
cy ; and when dried, great numbers of them are fold in.., 
to other countries. The finews ferve for thread, with 
.which the Laplanders make their cloaths, fhoes, and 
other neceffaries; and, when covered with the hair.,, 
ferve them for ropes. 

Innumerable are the ufes, the comforts, and advan~ 
tages, which the poor inhabitant_s of this dreary climate 
derive from this animal. We cannot fum them up bet'." 
ter than in the beautiful language of the poet:-,-

" Their Rein-deer form their riches : Thefo their tents, 
" Their robes, their · beds, and all their homely wealth, 
M Supply, their wholefome fare, and chearful cups : 

" Obfeqµio ~-~ 
G3 
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1 ' Obfequious at their call, the docile tribe 

" Yield to the fled their necks, and whirl them fwift 
" O'er hill and dale, heap'd into one expanfe 

f ' Of marbled fnow, . as far as eye can fweep, 

" With a blue cruft of ice unbounded glaz'd." 

The horns of the Rein-deer are large and ilender, 

bending forward; with brow antlers., which are broad 

and palmated. A pair in our poifeffion are in length 

two feet eight inches, and from tip to tip two fee~ five 

foches; they weigh nine pounds : The projeB::ing brow 

antler is fourteen inches long, one foot broad, and fer­

rated at the end: It fhould feem, both from its fituation 

and form, an excellent inftrument to remove the fnow, 

under which its favourite mofs lies. Both fexes have 

horns : Thofe of the female are lefs., a~d hav~ few~r 

branches, 

We are happy in being able tq give an ~cc11;r~te repre~ 

fe11tatiqn of this fingular creature. The drawing was 

taken from one in the poifeffion of Sir H. G. Liddelll 

Bart. which he brought over from Lapland, with four 

others, in 1786. The height at the fuoulder was three 

feet three inches : The hair on the body was of a dark­

brown colour ; and on the neck, brown mixed with 

white: A large tuft of hair, of a dirty-white coloµr, 

hung clown from the throat, near its cheft; a·nd it ha~ 

a large white f pot on the infide of e~ch hind leg, clofe 

by the joint: I ts head was long '1:nd fine; and round 

~ach eye was a larpe black f pace : Its horns were cover­

ed with a fine down like velvet. The hoofs of this ani-
. ' 

rnal are large, broad, and deeply cloven: They fpread 

out to a great breadth on the ground; and, when the 

animal is in motion, make a crackling noife, by ~eing 

lr~wr up forcibly together. I 

Not 
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Not many attempts have been made to draw the Rein­

o ee.r from its native mountains, and tranfport it to 

milder climes; and of thefe, few have fucceeded. Na­

turalifts from thence have concluded, that it cannot exift 

but amidft ice and fnow. M. Buffon regrets the impofli­

bility of procuring the animal alive; and fays, that when 

tranfported to another climate it foon dies. M. R egnard 

mentions fome that were brought to Dantzick; where, 

being unable to endure the heat of the climate, they all 

periilied. ~een Chriftina of Sweden procured five and 

twenty, which foe purpofed fending to Oliver Cromwell : 

They were brought as far as Stockholm; but the Lap­

landers who attended them refu!ing to come to England, 

fifteen of the number were killed by the wolves, and the 

remaining ten did not long furvive, the dimate being 

fOnfidered as too warm. 

To thofe brought over by Sir H. G. Liddell, five more 

were added the year following: They produced young 

ones, and gave promiling hopes of thriving in this coun .... 

try; but, by accident or mifmanagement, the flock is 

now (in 1789) reduced to a fingle female with young. 

The diforder of which moft of them died was fi milar to 

what is called the rot in Sheep, and is generally attri­

buted to the too great richnefs of the grafs whereon they 

fed. Nor can we wonder at the failure of this fpirited 

enterprize, when we confider that it is the fole employ­

ment of the Laplander to attend and herd his Rein-deer, 

to drive them in the fummer time to the fummits of the 

mountains, to the fides of clear lakes and ftrearns, and to 

lead them where they can find the moft proper food : 

Want of knowledge or attention to minute particulars i~ 

fufficient to everturn the beft-laid plans. 

G 4 There 
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There is, however, little doubt but this animal will 
live without the Lapland lichen; to which, perhaps, it 
only hath recourfe, becaufe there is in thofe latitudes no 
other fufrenance during the winter. It is ~lfo in Eng­
land free from its mortal enemy-the gadfly. But as 
the defire of poffeffing this animal has hitherto been ex­
cited only by curiofity, it is not likely that much atten­
tion will be paid to it in a country like this, abounding 
with f uch variety of ufeful quadrupeds. 

The Rein-deer is wild in America, where it is called 
the Caribou: It is found in Spitz bergen and Greenland; 
and is very common in the mofl: northern parts of Eu­
rope, and in Afia as far as Kamtfchatka, where fame of 
the richeft of the natives keep herds of ten pr twenty 
thoufand in number. 

In the neighbourhood of Hudfon's Bay, there are great 
herds of wild Rein-deer: Columns of eight or ten thou­
fand are feen annually palling from North to South in 
the months of March and April. In that feafon, the 
mufkatoes are very troublefome, and oblige them to quit 
ihe woods, and feek refrefhment on the ihore and open 
country.-Great numbers of beafts of prey follow the 
herds: The wolves fingle out the ftragglers, detach 
them from the flock, and hunt them down; the foxes 
attend at a diftance to pick up the ofFals left by the for­
P1er.-In autumn, the Deer, with the fawns bred during 
;he ftpnmer, remigrate northward. 

THE 
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THE ST AG, OR RED DEER :, 

is the moll beautiful animal of the Deer kind. The ele~ 
gance of his form, the lightnefs of his motions, the flex­
ibility of his limbs, his bol<l, branching horns, which are 
annually renewed, his grandeur, firength, and fwiftnefs, 
give · him a decided pre-eminence over every other inha­
bitant of the forefi. 

The age of the Stag is known by its horns :-The firft 
year exhibits only a -fhort protuberance, which is covered 
with a hairy fkin; the next year the horns are firaight 
and fingle ; the third year produces two antlers ; the 

fourth 

/ 



1-06 HISTORY OF Q._UADRUPEDS • . 

fourth three; the fifth four; and when arrived at the 
fixth year, the antlers amount to fix or feven on each 
fide; but the number is not always certain. 

The Stag begins to ihed his horns the latter end of 
February, or the beginning of March. Soon after the 
old horn is fallen off, a foft tumour begins to appear, 
which is foon covered with a down like velvet: This tu­
mour every day buds forth like the graft of a tree; and, 
riGng by degrees, fuoots out the__antlers on each fi~e. 
The fkin continues to cover it for fome time, and is fur­
nifhed with blood-veffels, which fupply the growing 
horns with nourifhment, and occafion the furrows ob­
fervable in them when that covering is fiript off: The 
impreffion is deeper at the bottom, where the veffels are 
larger; and diminifhes towards the point, where they are 
as fmooth and folid as ivory. When the horns are at 
their full growth, they acq~ire ftrength and folidity; 
and the velvet covering or fkin, .with its blood-veffels, 
dries up, and begins to fall off; which the animal en­
deavours to haften, by rubbing its antlers againft the 
trees; and in this manner the whole head gradually ac­
quires its compleat hardnefs, expanfion, and beauty. 

S0011. aft~r the Stags have polifhed their horns, which 
is not compleated till July or Auguft, they quit the 
thickets, and return to the forefts: They cry with a 
loud and tremulous note; and fly from place to place, 
in f earch of the females, with e:xtrerne ardour: Their 
necks fwell; they {hike with their horns againft trees 
and other obftacles, and become extremely furious. 

At this feafon, when two Stags meet, their contefts 
are often defperate, and terminate in the defeat or flight 
of one of them; while the other remains in poffeffion of 

his 
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h is miftrefs and the field, till another rival approaches, 

:that he is alfo obliged to attack and repel. 

During this time, which ufually lafts about three 

weeks, the Stag is frequently feen by the fides of rivers 

and pools of water, where he can quench his thirft, as 

well as cool his ardour. He f wims with great eafe and 

firength; and, it is faid, will even venture out to fea, al­

lured by the Hinds, and fwim from one ifland to another, 

though at a conGderable diftance. 

The Hinds go with young eight months and a few 

days; and feldom produce more than one young, caJled 

a f awn. TJ:rny bring forth in May, or the beginning of 

June; and conceal their young with great care in the 

moft. obf cure retreats. They will even expofe themfei ves 

to the fury of the hounds, and fuffer all the terrors of 

the chafe, in order to draw off the Dogs from their 

hiding place_. The Hind is alfo very bold in the protec­

t ion of her offspring, and defends it with great courage 

againft her numerous and rapacious enemies: The Wild 

Cat, the Dog, and even th~ Wolf, are f~equently obliged 

to give way to her upon thefe occafions. But what ap­

pears to be ftrangely unnatural, the Stag himfelf is fre­

quently one of her rnoft dangerous foes, and would de­

{hoy the young fawn, if not prevented by the maternal 

care of the Hind in concealing from his obf ervation the 

place of its retreat. 

The calf never quits the dam during the whole fum­

mer; and in winter, the Stags and Hinds of all ages 

keep together in herds, which are more or lefs numerous 

.a ,cording to the mildnefs or rigour of the fe afon . They 

feparate in the fpring; the Hinds retire to bring forth, 

while 11one put the ypung ones remain together, -r-Stags 
axe 

-
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are gregarious animals, and fond of grazing in compa"" 
ny: It is danger or neceffity alone that fepar~tes them. 

The ufual colour of the Stag in England is red ; in 
other countries, it is generally brown or yellow. His 
eye is peculiarly beautiful, foft, and f parkling; his hear­
ing is quick; and his fenfe of fmelling acute. When 
Iiftening, he raifes his head, ereB:s his ears, and feems 
attentive to every noife, which he can hear at a great 
diftance. When he approaches a thicket, he ftops to 
look round him on all £ides, and attentively furveys _eve­
ry object: near hiin: If the cunning animal perceive no­
thing to alarm him, he moves flowly forward; but, on 
the leaft appearance of danger, he flies off with the ra­
pidity of the wind. He appears to liften with great tran­
quillity and delight to the found of the fhepherd's pipe, 
which the hunters fometimes make ufe of to allure the 
poor animal' to his deftruB:ion. 

The Stag eats flowly, and is nice in the choice of his 
pafture. When his ftomach is full, he lies down to 
chew the cud at leifure. This, however, feems to be 
attended with greater exertions than in the Ox or the 
Sheep ; for the grafs is not returned from the fidl fto­
mach without violent ftraining, owing to the great length 
of his neck, and the narrownefs of the paifage. This ef­
fort is made by a kind of hiccup, which .continues during 
the time of his ruminating. 

The voice of the Stag is {lronger and more quivering 
as he advances in age; in the rutting feafon, it is even 
terrible : That of the Hind is not fo loud, and is fel­
dom heard but when excited by apprehenfion for herfelf 
or her young. 

The Stag has been faid to be an uncommonly long .. 
liveq 
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lived animal; but later obfervations have fully confuted 

this unfounded opinion. It is a generally received max­

im, that animals live feven times the number of years 

that bring them to perfection: Thus the Stag being five 

or fix years in arriving at maturity, lives feven times that 

number, or from thirty-five to forty years. 

The following fact, recorded in hiftory, will ferve to 

fhew that the Stag is poffeffed of an extraordinary fhare 

of courage when his perfonal fafety is concerned :-Some 

years ago, W'illiam, Duke of Cumberland, <;:aufed a Ti­

ger and a Stag to be inclofed _in the fame area; and the 

Stag made fo bold a defence, that the Tiger was at length 

obliged to give up. 
The hunting of the Stag has been held in all ages as a 

diverfion of the nobleft kind; and former times bear wit­

nefs of the great exploits performed on thefe occafions. 

In our iiland, large tracts of land were fet apart for this 

purpofe ; villages and facred edifices were wantonly 

thrown down, and col).verted into one wide wafte, that 

the tyrant of the day might have room to purfue his fa­

vourite diverfion. In the time of William Rufus and 

Henry the Firft, it was lefs criminal to deftroy one of 

the human fpecies than a beaft of cl1afe. Happily for us, 

thefe wide-extended fcenes of defolation and oppreffion 

have been gradually contracted; ufeful arts, agriculture, 

and commerte, have extenfively fpread themfelves over 

the naked land; and thefe fuperior beafts of the chafe 

have given way to other animals more ufeful to the com­

munity. 
In the prefent cultivated ft ate of this country, there­

fore, the Stag is almoft unknown in its wild ftate: The 

few that remain are kept in parks among the Fallow­
deer, 
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deer, and diftinguifhed by the name of Red D eer. l f:t· 
vicioufnefs during the rutting feafon, and the badnefs of 
its flefh, which is poor and ill-flavoured, have occafioned 
altnoft the extinction of the f pecies. Some few are yet 
to be found in the forefts that border on Cornwall and 
Devonfhire, on moil of the large mountains of.Ireland, 
and in the Highlands of Scotland, where Dr J ohnfon de­
fcribes them as not exceeding the Fallow-deer in frze, 
and their flefh of equal flavour. The Red Deer of this 
kingdom are nearly of the fame fize and colour, without 
much variety: In other parts of the world, they differ in 
form and fize, as well as in their horns and the colour of 
their bodies .• 

is very fmall, not exceeding half the height of ours ; his­
body is fhort and thick; his hair of a dark-brown colour ,i 
and his legs fhort. 

THE 
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THE AXIS, OR GANGES STAG, 

fa an inhabitant of thofe immenfe plains of India, water­
ed by the river Ganges.-M. Buffon confiders it as a va­
tiety or {hade between the Stag and the Fallow-deer. It 
is of the fize of the latter; but its horns are round, like 
thofe of the Stag; and it has no brow antlers. His 
whole body is marked with white fpots, elegantly dif­
pofed, and diftinll: from each other; the belly, in fide of 
the thighs, and legs, are white; along the back there 
are two rows of f pots., parallel to each other; thofe on 
the other parts of the body are irregular; the head and 
neck are grey; and the tail, which is red above, a11d 
white beneath, is as long as that of the Fallow-deer. 

The continent of America abounds with Stags, and 
other animals of the Deer kind, in great variety. In 
fome parts of that vaft country, the inhabitants have do­

mefl:ic ated 
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mefticated them, and live chiefly up.on the milk and 
cheefe with which they fupply them. 

Thus we find, that the fame animal which in fome 
parts contributes only to the amufement of man, may in 
others be brought to fupply his neceffities. The ftores of 
Nature are various and abundant: It is induftry alone 
that draws them out to fupply our wants, and contribute 
to our comforts. 

T H E F A L L O W - D E E R. 

The principal differnnce between the Stag and the Fal­
low-deer feems to be in their fize, an<l in the form of 
their horns,-the latter being much fmaller than the for .. 
mer; and its horns, inftead of being round like thofe of 
the Stag, are broad and paimated, and better garni{hed 
with antlers; and when the horns are very ftrong, they 

are, 
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are fometimes terminated by f mall palms : The tail is al­
fo much . longer than that of the Stag, and its hair is 
brighter: In other ref pelts, they nearly refemble each 
other. 

The horns of the Fallow-deer are fhed annually, like 
thofe of the Stag; but they fall off later, and are renew­
ed nearly at the fame time. Their rutting feafon arrives 
fiftee n days or three weeks after that of the Stag. The 
males then bellow frequently, but with a low and inter­
TU pted voice. They are not fo furious at this feafon as 
the Stag? nor exhauft themfelves by al\y uncommon ar­
dour. They never leave their pafture in queft of the fe­
males; but generally fight with each other, till one buck 
becomes mafter of the field. 

They aifociate in herds, which fometimes divide into 
two parties, and maintain obftinate battles for the pof­
feffion of fome favourite part of the park : Each party 
has its leader, which is always the Gldeft and ftrongeft of 
the flock. In this manner they attack in regular order of 
battle; they fight with courage, and mutually fupp0rt 
each other; th,ey retire, they rally, and feldom give up 
after one defeat. The combat is frequently renewed for 
feveral days together, till, after feveral defeats, the weak ... 
er party is obliged to give way, and leave the conquerors 
in poifeffion of the objell: of their contention .. 

The Fallow-deer is eafily tamed, feeds upon a variety 
of things which the Stag refufes, and preferves its condi .. 
tion nearly the fame through the whole year, although 
its fle{h is efteemed much-finer at particular feafons. 

They are capable of procreat ion in their fecond year;­
an<l, like the Stag, are fond of variety .-The female goe.s 
with young eight months; and produces one, fometimes 

H two, 
\ 
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two, and rarely three, at a time. - They arrive at per ... 
feB:ion at the age of three years, and live till about twen--

ty. I , • 

We have in England two varieties of' the Fallow-deer, 
which are faid to be of foreign origin: The beautiful 
fpotted kind, fuppofed to have been brought from Ben­
gal; and the deep-brown fort, now common in this 
country. Thefe laft were introduced by king James the 
Firft out of Norway; where having obferved their hardi­
nefs in bearing the cold of that fevere climate, he brought 
fome of them into Scotland, an~ from thence tranfported 
them into his chafes of Enfield and Epping. Since that 
time, they have multiplied exceedingly in many parts of 
this kingdom, which is now become famous for venifon 
of fuperior fatnefs and flavour to that·of any other coun­
try in the world. 

The Fallow-deer, with fotne variation, is found in al­
moft every country of Europe. Thofe of Spain are _as 
large as Stags, but darker; their net:ks are alfo more 
flender; and their tails, which are longer than thqfe of 
ours, are black above, and white beneath. 

In Guiana, ( a country of South-America) according 
to Labat, there are Deer without horns, f mall er than 
thofe of Europe, but refembling them in every other par­
ticular. They are very lively, light, and exceffively ti­
mid; of a reddifh colour; with fharp, piercing eyes, and 
fhort tails., When purfued, they fly into places of dif­
ficult accefs. The natives frequently ftand and watch 
for them in narrow paths, and as foon as the game ap­
pears within reach; fhoot them unp€rceived. Their flefh 
is conGdered as . a great delicacy; and the hunter is well 
rewarded for his trouble. 

TH E 
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TH E RQE .. Bu·cK 

was formerly common in many parts of England and,. 
Wales; but at prefent is ·only to be found in the High .. 
lands of Scotland. 

The Roe is the fmalleft of all the Deer kind, being 
only three feet four inch_es long, and fomewhat more 
than two feet in height. The horns are from eight to 
nine inches lortg, upright, round, and divided into three 
branches; the body is covered with long hair; the lower 
p;.rt of each hair is afh colour, near the end is a narrow 
bar of black, and the point is yellow; the hairs on the 
face are black, tipped with afh colour; the ears are long, 
their infides of a pale-yellow, and covered with long 
hair; the f paces bordering on the eyes and mouth are 
black~ the cheft, belly, legs, and the infide of the thighs, 

H 2 au 
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are of a yellowifh-white·; the rump is of a pure white 1 
and the tail very fhort. 

The form of the Roe-buck is elegant; and its motions 
light and eaf y. It bounds feemingly without effort, and 
runs with great f wiftnefs. When hunted, it endeavours 
to elude its purfuers by the moft fubtle artifices: It re­
peatedly returns upon its former fteps, tiH, by various 
windings., it has entirely confounded the fcent. The 
cunning animal then, by a fudden fpring, bounds t0 one 
fide, and lying clofe down upon its belly, permits the 
hounds to pafs by without offering to ftir. 

Thefe animals do not keep together in herds like other 
Deer, but live in feparate families: The fire, the dam, 
and the young ones, affociate together, and f eldom mix 
with others. 

Their rutting' feafon continues but fifteen days-from 
the latter end of October till about the middle of No­
vember. During this period, they will not fuffer the 
fawns to remain with them: The Buck obliges them to 
retire, in order that the dam and her fucceeding progeny 
may remain undifturbed.-The female goes with young 
'five months and a half, and brings forth about the end 
of April, or beginning of May. On thefe occafions, fhe 
feparates from the male, and conceals herfelf in the 
thickeft and moft retired part of the woods. She gene­
rally produces two fawns at a ti"me, fometimes three. Ia 
ten or twelve d·ays, thefe are abie to follow their dam. 
When threatened with . danger, fli.e hides them in a 

thicket, and to preferve tbem,. offers herfelf to be chafed. 
Notwithftanding her care, !he is frequently robbed of hei 
young : Numbers of fawns are found out and taken alive 
by the peafants; and many more are wor ·ied by Dogs, 

Foxes, 
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Foxes, and other carnivorous animals. By thefe conti­
nual depredations, this beautiful creature is daily becom­
ing more fcarce; and in many countries where once it 
was common, the race is now wholly extinll:. 

When about eight or nine months old, their horns be­
gin to ~pear in the form of two knobs. The firft year 
t hey are without antlers. They fhed their h0-rns the lat­
ter end of autumn, and renew them :in ·the .winter:; in 
which they differ from the Stag, whof e horns fall off in 
the fpring, and are rene,ved .in ,fummer.-The life of the 
Roe-buck feldom eiceeds tw.elve ,or fifteen years. 

They are very delicate in the choice of their food, and 
req~ir.e a large .trall: of count:r-y, fuited to the wildnefs of 
thejr natut'e, which can never be thoroµghly fubduecl. 
No arts can te.ach them to be familiar with thei-r keeper, 
nor in any degr~e attached to him. They are eafil y ter­
rified ; and in their attempts to efcape, will run with 
fuch force againft the walls of their inclofure, as fome ..... 
times to difable themfelves.. They are likewife fubject: to 
capricious fits of .fie_r.cepefs, and on. thefe occafions will 
ftrike furioufly with their horns and fc_et at the .objet1 of 
their difiike. 

Some years ago, one of thefe animals, after being 
hunted out of Scotland through Cumberl.;md and various 
parts of the North of England, at Jaft took refuge in the 
woody receffes borderiIJ.g upon the banks of the Tyne, 
between Prudhoe Caftle aI}d Wylam. It was frequently 
feen and hunted; but no dogs ·were equal to its f peed : 
It frequently croifed the river; and either by fwiftnefs or 
artifice, eluded aU its purfuers. It happened , during the 
rigoµ r of a fevere winter, that being purfued, it croffc <l 
the river upqn. the ice with fome difficulty ; ~mc.l bein g 

Ji 3 mu<:h 
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much fi:rained by its violent exertions, was taken alive, 
It was kept for fome weeks in the houfe ; and being 
again turned out, all its cunning and all:ivity were gone ; 
It feemed to have forgotten the places of its former re­
treat; and aft~r running fome time, it lay down in the 
midf1: of a brook, where it was killed by the dogs. 

The fleih of the -Roe-buck is fine and well tafi:ed : 
That of the male, after the age of two years, is hard; 
the flefh of the females, though farther advanced in years, 
is more tender: When very young, it is loofe and foft; 
but at the age of eighteen months, is in its highefi: fi:ate 
of perf ell:ion. 

In America, this animal is much more common than 
in Europe.-In Louifiana, it is very large. The inhabi­
tant~ live chiefly upon its flefh, which is good and well 
~avo nred. " 

, 

TH E 
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T H E C A M E L 

POSSESSES the various qualities of the Horfe, the 

Cow, and the Sheep; and is to the Arabian, in a 

great meafure, what thofe ufeful creatures are to us. Its 

milk is rich and nouriiliing; and being mixed with wa­

ter, makes a wholefome and refreiliing beverage, much 

ufed by the Arabs in their journies. The .fle{h of young 

Camels is alfo an excellent and wholefome food , Their 

hair or fleece, which falls off entirely in the fpring, is 

fuperior to that of any other domeftic animal, and is 

m ade into very fine fluffs for cloaths, coverings, tents, 

and other furniture. 

Poifeffed of his Camel, the Arabian has nothing eicher 

to want or to fear: In one day, he can perform a jour­

ney of fifty leagues into the defert-, where he is fa[e from 

every" enemy: For, without the aid of this ufeful animal, 

no perfon could purfue him amiclft fandy defer ts, wh~re 

there is neither verdure to refrefh, nor fhade to i11elter-

H 4 where 



r20 HISTORY OF Q_U ADR UPED S. 

where nothing prefents itfelf to the eye but one uniform 
void, naked and folitary. 
· The Arabian regards the Camel as the moft precious 

gift of Heaven ; by the affiftance of which he is enabled 
to fubfifl: in thofe frightful intervals of Nature, which 
ferve him for an afylum, and fecure his independence. 
But it is not to the plundering Arab alone that the fer­
vices of this ufeful quadruped are confined,-in Turkey, 
Perfia, 'Barbary, and Egypt, every article of merchandife 
is carried by Camels. Merchants and travellers unite to­
gether, and form themfelves into numerou~ bodies, called 
caravan~, to prevent the infults of the Arabs. One of 
thefe caravans frequently confifl:s of many thoufands, the 
Camels being always more numerous than the men. 
Each Camel is loaded in proportion to his ftre11gth. At 
the command ·of their conductor, they lie down 011 their 
belly, with their legs folded under them, and in this P?f.,. 
ture receive their burden : As foon as they are loaded, 
they rife of their own accord, and will not fuffer any 
greater weight to be impofed upon them than they can 
bear with eafe; when overloaded, they fet up the mo0: 
piteous cries till part of the burden be taken· off. The 
large Camels general1y carry a thoufand or twelve hun­
dred pounds weight; and the fmalleft, from fix to feven 
hundred, As the route is often feven or eight hundred 
leagues, their motions and journies are regulated: They 
walk only~ and in that pace trav;,el ten or twelve leagues 
each day~ Every night they are unloaded, and allowed 
to pafl:ure upon fuch herbage as they can find. Thiftles,. 
nettles, wor1n~ood, and the other hard and prickly ve­
getables which the fandy deferts of Arabia produce, the 
Camel often prefers to more qelicate herbage: But the 

peculiar 
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peculic1r and diftinguiiliing charaB:eriftic of the Camel is, 
its faculty of abftaining from water for a greater length 
of time than any other animal; for which Nature has 
made a wonderful provifion, in giving it, befides the four 
ftomachs which it has in common with other ruminating 
animals, a fifth bag, ferving as a refervoir for water,. 
where it remains without corrupting or mixing with the 
other aliments. When the animal is preffed with thirft, 
and has occafion for water to macerate its food while 
ruminating, he makes part of it pafs into his ftomach by 
a {i mple contraB:ion of certain mufcles. l3y this fingular 
ftruB:ure, the Camel can take a prodigious quantity of 
water at one draught; and is enabled to pafs feveral days 
without drinking: Leo Africanus fays fifteen. They can 
difcover water by their fmell at half a league's diflance; 
and after a long abfl::inence, will haften towards it, long 
before their drivers perceive where it lies. The feet of 
the Camel are peculiarly adapted to the fandy foil on 
which he tread~: On moifl or flippery ground he cann6t 
w~ll fopport himfelf, his hind legs being apt to fpread 
out fo wide, as to endanger his being difabl~d. 

Many attempts have been made to introduce this fer­
viceable animal into other countries ; but as yet none 
have fucceeded: The race feems to be confined to cer­
tain diftrill:s, where their utility has been known for 
ages. 

Though a native of warm climates, the Camel dreads 
thof~ which are exceflively hot: It can neither fubfift in 
t!?-e burning heat of the torri.~ zone, nor in the milder air 
of the temperate. It feems to be _ an original native of 
Arabia? fqr in that country, they are no t only more nu­
merous, but thrive better than in any other :part of the 
world. 
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There are two varieties of this animal, which have 
been diftingui{hed previous to all hiilorical record: That 
which is called the Baflrian Camel, has two hunches on 
its back, and is found chiefly in Turkey and the coun .. 
tries of the Levant; while 

THE ARABIAN CAMEL, OR DROMEDARY, 

with only one hunch on its back, is common in Arabia 
and all the northern parts of Africa, from the Mediterra­
nean Sea to the river Niger, and is infinitely more nu­
merous, and more generally diffufed than the Camel: It 
is alfo much f wifrer, and is therefore generally employed 
on bufinefs which requires difpatch. 

In Arabia, they are trained for running matches; and 
in many places, for carrying couriers, who can go above 
a hundred miles a day on them, and that for nine or ten 
days together, over burning deferts uninhabitable by any 
living creature. They require neither whip nor fpur to 
quicken their pace; but go freely, if gently treated; and 

are 
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are much enlivened by finging or the found of the pipe, 
which gives them frefh fpirits to purfue their journey. 

They are mild and gentle creatures at all times, except 

when they are in heat : At that period, they are feized 
with a fort of madnefs ; they eat little, and will fome­

times attempt to bite their mafiers; fo that it is not fafe 

to approach them. 
The Camel arrives at its full firength at the age of fix 

years, and liv:es forty or fifty .-The females are not ufu­

.all y put to labour; but are allowed to pa~ure and breed 

at full liberty. Their time of gefiation is near twelve 

months; and they generally bring forth one at a birth. 

T H E L A M A 

is the Camel of Peru and Chili ; and before the conqueft 
of thofe countries by the Spaniards, was the only beafi 
of burden known to the Indians.-Its difpofition is mild, 

gentle, and trall:able. 

Before the introdullion of Mules, thefe animals were 

ufed by the natives to plow the land, and now ferve to 

carry burdens. They march flowly, and feldom accom­

pli{h journies of more than four or five leagues a day; 

but what they want in fpeed is made up by perfeverance 

and induftry. They travel long journies in countries im­

paffable to moft other animals. They are very fute-foot­

ed, and are much employed in tranfporting the rich ores 

dug out of the mines of Potofi over the rugged hills and 

narrow paths of the Andes. Bolivar remarks, that in his 

time three hundred thoufand of thefe animals vYere con­

fiantly employed in this work. They lie down to be 
loaded; and when weary, no blows can excite them to 
qtiick½n their pace. 

They 
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They neither defend themfelves with their feet nor­
their teeth : When angry, they have no other method of 
revenging injuries but by -fpitting. They can throw out 
their faliva to the diftance of ten paces ; and if it. fall on 
the £kin, it raifes an itching, accompanied with a flight 
inflammation.-Their flefu is eaten, and faid to be as 

. good as mutton. 
Like the Camel, they have the faculty of · abftaining 

long from water ( fometimes four or five days); and lik~ 
that animal's, their food is coarfe and trifling. -They are 

neither allowed corn nqr hay; green herbage, of which 
they eat very moderately, being fufficient for their nou~­

rifhment. 
The wild Lamas, called Guanacos, are fhonger and 

more alt:ive than the domeftic kind. They live in herds1 

and inhabit the higheft regions of the Cordelieres. They 

1·un with great f wiftnefs in places of difficult accefs, 
where Dogs cannot eafily follow them. The moft ufual 
way of killing them is with the gun. They are hunted 
for the fake of their fle!h and their hair: Of the latter 

the Indians make cloth. 
The Lamas vary in colour: Some of them are white~ 

t>thers black, and others _ of a mixed colour-white, grey, 
and ru:ffet, dif perfed in f pots. In fl1ape, they refemble 
the Camel, without the dorfal hunch. This a11imal has 
a well-iliaped head, rather fmall; and has fome refem­

blance to that of the Goat and Sheep ; fine black eyes; 
and a long neck, bending much, and -very protuberant 
neat its juncrion' with the body: Its ears are four inches 
long: Its feet are cloven like thofe of the Ox; they ar-~ 

armed behind with a fp ur, by which the animal is enq­

bled to fnpport itfelf on rugged and difficµlt ground. 
The 
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The height of the Lama is about four feet ; and its 
length, from the neck to the tail, fix feet. 

T H E P A C 0 S 
very much refembles the Lama in figure, but is much 
fmaller. Its body is covered with very fine long wool, 
of the colour of dried rofes, or a dull purple; the belly 
is white~ They live in vaft herds, and inhabit the moft 
elevated parts of the higheft mountains, where they en­
, <lure the utmoft rigour of froft and fnow. They are ex-
ceedingly f wift; and fo timid, that it is very difficult to 
come near them. 

The manner of taking them is fingular: The Indians 
tie cords, with fmall pieces of wool or cloth hanging 
from them, acrofs the narrow paifes of the mountains, 
about thre~ or four feet from the ground : They then 
drive a herd of thef e animals towards them ; and they are 
fo terrified by the flutter of the rags, that they dare not 
pafs; but huddle together, and fuffer themfelves to be 
killed in great numbers.-Their wool is a valuable article 
of commerce; and is made into gloves, flockings, bed­
cloaths, carpets, &c. 

The Pacos are domefticated; and like the Lamas, are 
employed in carryi~g burdens; but cannot bear more 
than from fifty to feventy-five pounds; and are ftill more 
fubjecl: to capricious fits of obftinacy. When once they 
lie down with their load, no blows can provoke them to 
rife. 

The great advantages to be derived from the wool of 
thefe creatures, induced the Spaniards to attempt their 
introduction into Europe: Some of them we re brought 
ever to Spain; but 'by not fufficiently attending to the 

nece fii ty 
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neceffity of placing them in airy fituations, . to which they 
had always been accufl:omed, the experiment proved un"" 
f uccefsf ul. 

, . 

TH E HOG· KIN D • . 

AN IM AL S of the Hog kind feem to poffefs a 
middle nature, between thofe tha! live upon grafs 

and fuch as are carnivorous; and unite in themfelve 
mofl: of thofe diftinll:ions which are peculiar to ez' 1 

clafs: Like the one, they are rapaci_ous- and fond of 
blood, and do not ruminate ; like the other • ·.hey are 
cloven-hoofed, live chiefly on vegetables, ~,,.,. .'.:..ldom feek 
after ~nimal food, except when urged b~1 neceffity. 

THE 
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Ta E WILD B O A R, 
' J h l ln 

W H'IC:.1... . .. v the_ original of _all the varieties to be 
found m ·1-,is creature, 1s much fmaller than 

thofe of the domeftic kind.; and does not, like them, va­
ty in colour, but is invaria! 7v of a brinded or dark-grey, 
inclining to black. His fnou · '> longer than that of the 
tame Hog; and his ears are iLort, round, and black. 
He is armed with formidable tufks in each jaw; which 
ferve him for the double purpofe of annoying his enemy, 
or procuring his food, which is chiefly roots and vegeta­
bles: Some of their tuiks are almoft a foot 'mg : Thofe 
in the upper jaw bend upwards in a circular orm, and 
are exceedingly £harp at the points; thofe 0.1. ~he un-

. der jaw are always moft to be dreaded; for with them 
the animal defends himfelf, and frequently gives mortal 
\o\ 1umls. 

"\\ .. ild Boars are not gregarious; but while young, live 
togeth . f ·1· d f I . 1 . f 't m ·am1 1es, an requent y unite t 1eir orces 

againft 
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againfl: the wolves, or other beafts of prey. When likely 
to be attacked, they call to each other with a very loud 
and fierce note: The ihongeft face the danger, and form 
themfelves into a ring, the weakeft falling into the cen­
tre. In this pofition few beafl:s dare venture to engage 
them; but leave them to purfue a lefs dangerous chafe. 
-When the Wild Boar is arrived at a fl:ate of maturity, 
he walks the foreft alone and fearlefs. ·At that time he 
dreads no fingle foe; nor will he turn out of his way­
even for man himfelf. He offends no animal ; at the 
fame time he is furniilied with arms which render him a 
terror to the fierceft. 

The hunting of the Wild Boar is a dangerous but com­
mon amufement of the great in thofe countries where it 
is to be found. The Dogs chiefly u.fed for this fport are 
of a flow and heavy kind~ When the Boar is roufed, he 
goes flowly forward, not much afraid, nor very far be­
fore his purfuers. He frequently turns ro1,1nd, ftops till 
the hounds come up, and o,rers to attack them: After 
keeping each other at bay for a while, the Boar ~gain 
goes flowly forward, and the Dogs renew the purfuit. 
In this manner the chafe i~ continued till the Boar is 
quite tired, and refufes to go any farther: The Dogs 
then_ attemipt to clofe in upon him from behind; and in 
this att.i .:k the young ones, being generally the mofi: for­
ward, frequently lofe their live.s: The old feafoned Dogs 
keep the an~mal ~t bay_ until the hunters come up, who 
kill -him with their f pears. 

. ~ 
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THE COMMON HOG 

is, of all other domeftic quadrupeds, the moft filthy and 
impure: Its form is clumfy and difgufting, and its appe­
tite gluttonous and exceffive. In no inftance has Nature 
more confpicuoufly fhewn her ceconomy than in this race 
of animals, whofe ftomachs are fitted to receive nutri­
ment from a variety of things that would be otherwife 
waited: The refufe of the field, the garden, the barn, 
and the kitchen, affords them a luxurious repaft. 

Ufelefs during life, and only valuable when deprived 
of it, this animal has fometimes been compared to a mi­
fer, whofe hoarded treafures are of little value till death 
has deprived them of their rapacious owner. 

The parts of this animal are finely adapted to its mode 
of living: Nature has given it a form more prone than 
that of other animals: Its neck is {hong and brawny; its 
fnout is long and callous, we11 calculated for the purpofe 
of turning up the earth for roots of different kinds, on 
which it principally feeds ( efpecially in its wild ftate); 
and it has a quick fenfe of fmelling, by which it is ena-

I bled 
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bled to trace out its food. It is naturally ftupid, inac:• 

tive, and drowfy; much inclined to increafe in fat, which 

is difpofed in a different manner from that of other ani• 

mals, and forms a thick and regular coat between the' 

fleih and the ikin. It is reftlefs at a change of weather ;. 

and during certain high winds, is fo agitated, as to run 

violently, [creaming horribly at the fame time. It ap­

pears to foref ee the approach of bad weather, as it pre­

vioufly carries {haw in its mouth to its fty, prepares a 

bed, and feems endeavouring to hide itfelf from the im­

pending ftorm. 
Linna:us obferves that the flefh of the Hog is a whole­

fome food for thofe that ufe much exercife, hut bad for 

fuch as lead a f edentary life. It is of univerfal uf e, and 

makes , in various ways a conftant article in the elegancies 

of the table. It is of great importance t0 this country, as 

a commercial nation; for it takes falt better than any 

other kind, and confequently is capable of being preferv­

ed longer : It is therefore of great ufe in ihips; and mikes 

a principal part of the provifions of the Britiih navy. 
The domeftic Sow brings forth twice a year, and pro­

duces from ten to twenty at a litter: She goes four 
months . with young, and brings forth in the fifth. At 
that time ihe muft be carefully watched to prevent her 

from devouring her young: Still greater attention is ne-­

ceifary to keep off the male, as he would deftroy the whoie 

litter. 
The moft numerous breed of Hogs in this ifland is 

that generally known by the name of the Berkjhire P igs, 
now fpread through almoft every part of England, and 

fome parts of Scotland. They are in general of a red­

diili-brown colour, with black fpots upon them; have 

large 
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large ears hanging over their eyes; are iliort-legged, 
fmall-boned, and are readily made fat. Some of thefe 
have been fed to an almoft incredible fize. Mr Culley, 
in his treatife on live ftock, gives an account of one 
that was killed at Congleton in Chefhire, which mea­
fured, from the nofe to the end of the tail, three yards 
eight inches; in height, it was four feet and a half; and 
weighed, after it was killed, , eighty-fix ftones eleven 
pounds, avoirdupoife. 

The Chinefe or black breed are now very common in 
England. They are fmaller, have iliorter legs, and their 
fleili is whiter and f weeter than the common kind. 

The Hog fpecies, though very numerous, and diffufed 
over Europe, AGa, and Africa, did not exift in Ame­
rica, till tranfported thither by the Spaniards. In ma­
ny places they have multiplied exceedingly, and become 
wild. They refemble the dorrieftic Hog; but their bo­
dies are fhorter, and their fnout and .fkin thicker. 

I 2 
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T H E A P R I C A N W I L D B O' A R, O F( 

WOOD SW l NE, 

lives in a wild, uncultivated ftate, in the hotteft parts ·of 
Africa. It is a very vicious animal, and quick in all its 
motions. It is as dangerous to attack one of them, as a 
Lion: For, though much fmaller, it ruihes upon a man 
as f wift as an arrow ; and throwing him down before he 
has time to ftrike with his javelin, breaks· his legs, and 
at the fame infta~t rips up his belly. 

It has four tuflcs ~ Two very farge ones proceed from 
the upper jaw, and turn upwards like a horn,-in length 
nine inches, and full five inches round at the bafe; the 
two other tuflcs, which come from the lower jaw, projelt 
but three inches from the mouth. Thefe tuflcs the ani­
mal makes ufe of as the dreadful inftruments of his ven:­
geance. He will attack a man on horfeback, if he ihould 
venture to come too near him.; and firft breaking, the­
Horfe's legs, kills both him and his rider. 

Sparrman defcribes it as being of a b~ight yel!ow co­
lour, like the domeftic kind. Its nofe is broad, flat, and 

of . 
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of a horny hardnefs; its head is very large in proportion · 
to the fize of its body; underneath each eye it has a great 
lobe or wattle, lying almofl h0rizontally, broad, flat, 
rounded at the end, and placed fo as to intercept the 
view of any thing immediately beneath the animal; the 
ears are large and £harp-pointed, lined on the infide with 
long whitifh hairs; its tail is flender and flat; when the 
.animal is purfued, it always holds it quite ereB:. 

They live in holes under ground, the avenues to which 
are exceedingly narrow,. The natives feldom dare attack 
them in their retreats, as there is always danger of their 
rufhing out unawares. When · purfued with their young 
ones, it is no uncommon thing to fee them take them up 
in their mouths, and run with them in that manner at a 
gi·eat rate. 

From the :fhortnefs of their necks, they freq:uently fall 
on their knees to feed; and change this pofture to that 
of flanding with the greatefl eafe. 

The fieili. of this animal is good, and very much re­
fembles that of the corpmon Hog. 

I 3 
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THE PECCARY, OR MEXICAN HOG, 

inhabits the hotteft parts of South-America, where the 
fpecies is very numerous: Herds, confifting of two or 
three hundred, are fometimes to be feen together.-It is 
a very fierce animal; and will fight ftoutly with beafts of 
prey, when attacked by them. The Jaguar, or Ameri­
can Leopard, is its mortal enemy; and frequently lofei 
its life in engaging a number of thefe animals. They af­
fift each other, furround their enemies, and often come 
off victorious. 

They live chiefly in mountainous places; and are not 
fond of wallowing in the mire, like the common Hog. 
·They feed on fruits, roots, and feeds ; They likewife eat 
ferpents, toads, and lizards; and are very dexterous in 

. firft taking off the fkins with their fore feet and teeth. 
The Peccary in appearance refembles the Hog, though 

fomewhat fmaller; its body is covered with {lrong brif­
tles, which, when the creature is irritated, rife up like 
the prickles of a Hedgehog, and are nearly as {hong; 
they are of a du!ky colour, with alternate rings of white; 

acrofa 
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~rofs the {houlders to the breaft, there is a band of 

white; its head is fhort and thick; it has two tulles in 

each jaw; its ears are fmall and erect; and inftead of a 

Atail, it has a fmall flefhy protuberance, which does not 

cover its pofteriors. It differs moft effentially from the 

Hog, as well as every other animal, in having a fmall 

orifice, on the lower part of the back, from whence a 

thin watery humour, of a moft difagreeable fmell, flows 

very copiouily. In the Philofophical Tranfall:ions, Dr 

Tyfon has defcribed this orifice very minutely, as well as 

fome other peculiarities in the conformation of its fto­

mach and inteflines. 

This animal, like the Hog, is very prolific. The 

young ones follow the mother till they are able to pro­

vide for themfelves~ If taken at firft, they are eafily 

tamed, and foon lofe all their natural ferocity; but can 

never be brought to difcover any figns of attachment to 

thofe that feed them. They do no mifchief, and may be 

allowed to run about at pleafure. They feldom ftray far 

from home, but return of their own accord.-When an­

gry, they grunt like the Hog, but much ftronger and 

harfher; and when fuddenly alarmed, make a £harp noife 

with their breath, and erell: their briftles. 

The flefh of the Peccary, though drier and leaner than 

that of our Hog, is by no means difagreeaible, and may 

be greatly improved by caftration. When killed, the 

dorfel gland rnuft be immediately cut off: If this opera .. 

tion be deferred for tjie fpace of half an hour, the flefh 

becomes utterly unfit to be eaten. 

Although the European ~og is common in Amer ica, 

and in many parts has become wild, the Peccary has ne-­

ver been known to breed with it: They frequentl y go to,.. 

I , 4 gether, 
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gether, and feed in the fame woods; but hith~rto no in-: 
termediate breed has been known to arife from their in-: 
tercourfe. 

J\1. de la Borde defcribes two kinds of this animal,-,,,_ 
one fmaller than the other. He reJ.ates, that beiug one 
day engaged with fome others in hunting a drove of Pec­
caries, they were furrounded by th~m, and obliged tq 
take refuge upon a piece of rock; and, ~otwithftanding 
they kept up a conftant fire among them,' the creatures 
did not retire till a great number of thefD: were ~ai~. 

T H E B A B I R O U S S A, 
though clafi"ed by naturalifts with the Hog kind, differs 
from animals of that f pecies in a variety of particulars : 
Its legs are longer, and its body more flen<ler; it is co­
vered with fhort hair as foft as wool, and of a dark-grey 
colour mixed with red ; its ears are fh ort and pointed; 
its tail is long, tufted at the end, and often twifted. Its 
mo-fl: diftinguifhing charalt:eriftic con!ifts in four large 
tuJks., the t wo fiouteft of which proceed, like thofe of the 

Wild 
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Wild Boar, from the under jaw, pointing upwards, and 
fianding near eight inches out of the fockets ; the two 
others rife up like horns on the outfide of the upper jaw, 
juft above the nofe, and extend in a curve above the eyes, 
almoft touching the forehead, and are twelve inches in 
length. Thefe tuflcs are of the moft beautiful ivory, but 
not fo hard as thofe of the Elephant. 
· This animal abounds in feveral of the iflands of the 
Eaft-Indies; particularly Buero, a fmall ifle near Am­
boyna. 

Though f,ormidable in appearance, it is ea!ily tamed; 
and its fldh is wel~ tafted. It lives on leaves of trees 
and other vegetables. Its fcent is exquifite; it can difco­
ver the approach of Dogs at a diftance. When clofely 
purfued, it plunge~ into the fea, f wims and dives with 
great facility fro!ll- one ifland to another, and by that 
means frequently efcapes from its purfuers. 

Thefe animals live in herds; and when any number of 
them are together, their odour is fo ftrong, that the 
Dogs can fcent them at a confiderable diftance. When 
attacked, they growl frightfully, and defend themfe1ves 
with their under tuflcs ; the upper ones are only fervicea­
~le to them jn taking their repofe, wh~ch they do like 
the elephant, by hooking them on the branches of trees. 

THE 
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THE Lo NG-NOSED TA p I IR 

is the Hippopotamus of the new world, and has by fome 

authors been miftaken for that animal. It inhabits the 

wood$ and rivers on the eaftern fide of South-America, 

from the ifthmus of Darien to the river of the Amazons. 

It is a melancholy animal, ileeps during the day, and 

goes out in the night in fearch of food; lives on grafs, 

f ugarpcanes, and _ fruits. If difl:urbed, it takes to the wa­

ter; f wims with great eafe, or plunges to t~e bottom; 

and like the Hippopotamus, walks there as on dry 

ground. 
It is about the fize of a fmall Cow; its nofe is long 

and fl.ender, and extends far beyond the lower jaw, form­

ing a kind of probofcis, which it can contraB: or extend 

at pleafure; each jaw is furnifhed with ten cutting teeth, 

and as many grinders; its ears are fmall and erecl:; its 

body formed like that of a Hog; its back arched, legi 

fhort; and hoofs, of which it has four upon each foot, 

fmall, black, and hoilow; its tail is very fmall ; its hair 

fhort, and of a duiky-brown colour. 
The 
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The Tapiir is a mild and timid animal, declines all 
hoftilitie-s, and flies from every appearance of danger. 
Its £kin, of which the Indians make bucklers, is very 
thick; and when dried, is fo hard, as to refift the im­
preffion of an arrow. The natives eat its flefh, whicll 
is faid to be very good. 

THE THICK-NOSED TAPIIR 

inhabits the fame countries with the !aft-mentioned ani­
mal; and in difpofition and habits, feems greatly to re­
femble it. It lives on the banks of great rivers, fwim. , 
and dives remarkably we11, is very dexterous in catching 
fi{h, upon which it chiefly fubfifi:s: It likewife eats grain, 
fruits, and fugar-canes; feeds moftly in the night, and 
commits great ravages in the gardens. They generally 
keep in large_ herds, and make a horrible noife, not much 
unlike the braying of an Afs Its fleih is fat and tender; 
but, like that of the Otter, has an oily and fi{hy tafte. 

This animal, which is alfo called the Capibara, is about 
the fize of a fmall Hog, and by fame naturalifts has been 
claffed with that animal. We have already feen, that in 
difpofition and manneri it is widely different; in other 

refpell:s., 
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ref peas, its affinity to the Hog kind fee ms to be flight, 
and the charall:eriftic differences many. The fore hoofs 
are divided into four, . and the hind ones into three; its 
head is large and thick ; and on the nofe there are long 
whifkers; its ears are fmall and rounded; and its eyes 
large and black; there are two large cutting teeth, and 
eight grinders in each jaw; and each of thefe grinders· 
forms on its furface what appears to be three teeth, :tlat 
at their ends; the legs are iliort; the toes l~ng, and con­
nell:ed at the bottom with a fmall web ; the end of each 
toe is guarded by a fmall hoof; it has no tail ; the hair 
on the body is iliort, rough, and of a brown colour. 

This animal is gentle and peaceable, eafily tamed, and 
will follow thofe who feed it and treat it kindly.-As it 
runs badly, on account of the peculiar- conftrull:ion of its 
feet, its fafety con_fifts not in flight; Nature has provided 
it with other means of prefervation: When in danger, it 
plunges into the water, dives to a great diftance, and by 
that means evades its purfuers. 
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THE R H I N O C E R O S. 

We are indebted to the labours of many learned and 
ingenious naturalifts for accurate defcriptions of this, 
wonderful creature, which in fize is only exceeded by 
the Elephant, and in ftrength and power is inferior to 
no other animal. Bontius fays, that in the bulk of its 
body it equals the Elephant, but is lower only on ac­
count of the :lhortnefs of its legs. 

The length of this animal, from the extremity of the 
muzzle to the infertion of the tail, is ufually tt¥elve feet; 
and the circumference of its body nearly equal to its 
length: Its nofe is armed with a formidable weapon, pe­
culiar to this creature, being a very hard and folid horn, 
with which it defends itfelf from every adverfary. The 
Tiger wil! rather attack the Elephant, whofe trunk it can 
lay hold of, than the Rhinoceros, which it cannot face, 
without danger of having its bowels torn out. The body 
and limbs of the Rhinoceros are covered with a fkin fo 
hard and impenetr~ble, that he· fear~ neither the claws 
of the Tiger, nor the more formidable probofcis of the 

Elephant; 



·142 HISTORY OF Q_UADRUPEDS. 

Elephant; it will turn the edge of a fcimitar, and even 
refift the force of a muiket-ball. The !kin, which is of' 
a blacki!h colour, forms itfelf into large folds at the neck, 
the fhoulders, and the crupper, by which the motion ot 
the head and limbs is facilitated; round the neck, which 
is very fhort, are two large folds ; there is a fold from 
the £boulders, which hangs down upon the fore legs; 
and another from the hind part of the back to the thighs. 
The body is every-where covered with fmall tuberofities 
or knots, which are fmall on the neck and back, but 
larger on the fides : The thighs, legs, and even the feet,. 
are full of thefe incruftations, which have been mifl:aken 
for fcales by fome authors: They are, however, only fim­
ple indurations of the !kin, without any uniformity- in 
their figure, or regularity in their pofitions. Between 
the folds, the ik.in is • penetrable and delicate, as foft to 
the touch as filk, and of a light-flefh colour; the !kin of 
the belly is nearly of the fame colour and confifl:ency. 
The body of the Rhinoceros is long and thick; its bel-ly 
is large, and hangs near the ground ; its legs fhort, 
round, and very ftrong; and its hoofs are divided into 
three parts, each pointing forward. The head of this 
animal is large ; its ears long and erell:; and its eyes 
fmall, funk, and without vivacity; the upper lip is long, 
overhangs the lower, and is capable of great extenfion ~ 
It is fo pliable, that the Rhinoceros <;:an move it from 
fide to fide, twift it round a ftick, colleB: its food, or 
feize with it any thing it would carry to its mouth4 

The Rhinoceros, without being ferocious, carnivorous, 
or even extremely wild, is, however, totally untraB:abk 
and rude. It feems to be fubjell: to paroxyfrns of fury, 
which nothing can appeafe. That which Emanuel, king 

of 
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of Portugal, fent to the pope in the year Is 13, deftroyed 
the veffel in which they were tranfporting it. 

Like the Hog, this animal is fond of wallowing in the 
mire. It is a folitary animal, loves moift and madhy 
grounds, and feldom quits the banks of rivers.-It is 
found in Bengal, Siam, China, and other countries of 
Afia; in the ifies of Java, Sumatra, Ceylon, &c.; in 
Ethiopia, and the country as low as the Cape of Good 
Hope: But in general, the fpecies is not numerous, and 
is much lefs diffufed than that of the Elephant. 

The female produces but one at a time, and at confi­
derable intervals. During the firft month, the young 
Rhinoceros exceeds not the fize of a large Dog. At the 
age of two years, the horn is not more than an inch 
long; at fix years old, it is nine or ten inches long; and 
grows to the length of three feet and a half, and. fome­
times four feet. The horn is much efteemed by the na­
tives as an antidote againft poifon, as well as a remedy 
for particular difeafes. 

The Rhinoceros feeds on the gro!feft herbs, and pre­
fers thiftles and fhrubs to foft or delicate pafl:urage. It 
is fond of the fugar-cane, and eats all kinds of grain. 

Dr Parfons remarks, that this animal has an acute and 
very attentive ear: It will lifl:en with a deep and long­
continued attention to any kind of noife; and, though it 
be eating, lying down, or obeying any preffing demand s 
of Nature, it will raife its head, and lifl:en till the noife 
ceafe. 

From the peculiar conftrultion 0f his eyes, the Rhi­
noceros can only fee what is immediately before him. 
When he purf ues an y objelt, he proc~eds always in a 

direct line, overturning eve ry obftrull:ion. With the 
horn 
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horn on his nofe, he tears up trees, raiies ftones, and 
throws them behind him to a confiderable difta.nce.-His 
fenfe of fmelling is fo exquifite, that the hunters are 
obliged to avoid being to windward of him. They fol­
low him at a diftance, and watch till he lies down t0 
fleep : They then approach with great precaution, anci 
difcharge their mufkets all at once into the lower part of 
the belly. 

The Rhinoceros is fuppofed to be the Unicorn of holy 
writ, and poffeffes all the properties afcribed to that ani­
mal,-rage, untameablenefs, great fwiftnefs, and immehfe 
ftrength.-It was known to the Romans in very early 
times, and is handed down to us in fome of the works 
of that celebrated people.- Auguftus introduced one into 
the ihows, on his triumph over Cleopatra. 

Its flefh is eaten, and is much reliihed by the natives 
of India and Africa. 

TH E 
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THE Two-HORNED RHINOCEROS. 

We have given the figure of this animal from Mr 
Sparrman, whofe authenticity there is every reafon to 

depend upon, and who has given a moft exalt anatomi-­
cal defcription of this hitherto undefcribed animal. Of 
two that were £hot, he only mentions the fize of the 
fmaller of them, which was eleven feet and a half long, 
feven feet high, and twelve in ._circumference. It was 
without any folds on the ikin, which was of an aili co­
lour; excepting about the groin, where it was of a fleili­
colour. The furface of the £kin was fcabrous and knot­
ty, of a clofe texture, and when dry extremely hard. 
There were no hairs on any part of the b~dy, except 
the edges of the ears ani the tip of the tail, which were 
furniilied with a few dark briftly hairs, about an inch 
long. 

The horns of this animal are placed one behind the 
other, in a line with the nofe: The foremoft of them 
meafuras about eighteen inches in length, a.pd is always 

l{ the 
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the larger of the two. It is remarkable, that the· Rhino­

ceros makes ufe of the fhorter horn only for the purpofe 
of digging up roots, which compofe great part of its 
food; it being endued with the power of turning the 

larger horn on, one fide out of the way. The fhape of 
the horns is conical, with the tips inclining a little back .. 

wards; the texture of the lower part is rough, and feems 

as if it confifted of horny fibres; the upper part is fmooth 

and plain, like thofe of an Ox. The feet are round, and 

do not fpread much: They have three hoofs on each of 
them, which project but little; the middle one is the 

longeft. The eyes of the Rhinoceros are fmall, and funk 

into its head; in confequence of which it fees indiftincl­
ly: But i'ts-org,ms of hearing and fmelling are very acute. 
At the leaft noife, the creature takes the a~arm, pricks 
up its ears, and liftens with great attention: If it happen 

to catch the fcent of any perfon within a fmafl diftance, 
it rufhes out with aftonifhing quicknefs; and it is diffi­

cult to avoid the impetuous attack of this powerful ani­
mal. 

lt has been generally faid of the Rhinoceros, that its 

tongue is fo hard and rough as to take away the ikin and 

flefh wherever it Iicks any perfon that has unfortunately 
fallen a viclim to its fury: Mr Spanman fays, however, 
that he thruft his hand into the mouth of one th.at had 

juft been fhot, and found the tongue perfectly foft and 

fmooth.-From the account of its inteftines, given us by 
the fame ingenious autrwr, we !hall juft mention the fol­

lowing, which will enable our readers to form a more 

perf elt idea of its enormous bulk :-The ftomach was 
four feet in length, and two in diameter; . to which ~s 

annexed a tube or canal, twenty-eight feet long, .and fix 

inches 
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inches diameter; the kidnies were a foot and a half in 
breadth; the heart was a foot and a half long, and nearly 
the fame in breadth; the liver, when rneafured from 
right to left, was found to be three feet and a half in 
breadth, and two feet and a half deep, as it hangs in the 
animal's body when it is in a ftanding pofition; it had 
no gall-bladder, in which it refembles the Horfe. Upon 
opening the ftomach; the contents of it were found to 
confift of roots and fmall branches of trees mafticated, 
fome of which were as big as the end of a man's finger; 
in the mafs there appeared a great quantity of fucculent 
plants, as well as fome that were har!h and prickly: The 
effiuvium arifing from this mafs was fo far from bei!lg of .. 
fenGve, that it diffufed around a very ftrong and not dif­
agteeable aromatic odour. We !hall conclude our ac­
count of this animal by obferving, that the cavity which 
contained the brains was frnall, being barely fix inches 
long, and four high, and of an oval fhape: Being filled 
with peafe, it was found to contain barely one quart; a 
human Ikull, meafured at the fame time, did not requir~ 
much lefs than three pints to fill it. 

K2 . T H E 
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T H E H I P P O P O T A M U s. 
The great difficulties that have always attended ·a com­

plete invefi:igation of 
I 
this huge animal, have arifen as 

well from the remotenefs of its fituation, as from its pe­

culiar habits and dif pofition. 

Though the Hippopotamus has been celebrated from 

the remote.ft antiquity; thou~h the facred writings men­

tion him under the name of Behemoth; and though his fi­

gure is to be feen engraven on Egyptian obelifks, and on 

Roman medals; yet his hiftory was very imperfectly 

known to the ancients. Ariftotle fays, that he has a 

mane like a Horfe, and hoofs like an Ox ; tufks and tail 

like a Boar; that he is of the fize of an Afs, and has the 

voice of a Horfe ; with other things equally abfur<l ;-all 

which Pliny has copied; and, inftead of correll:ing,. has 

added to the number of his errors.-Of the accounts of 

later writers, it is much to be lamented that fuitable deli• 

neations have not accompanied their accurate defcriptions 

-A general defecl:, by which the ftudy of nature has, 

been 
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been much re.tarded, the laborious ref~arches of many 
learned and ingenious naturalifls greatly frufl:rated, . and 
the errors · of former times repeatedly copied and multi­
plied w·ithout number. 

The fize of the Hippopotamus is nearly equal to that 
.of the Elephant. It inhabits all the larger rivers of Afri­
ca, from the Niger to the Cape of Good Hope ; but is 
found in none of the African rivers that run into the Me­
.diterranean, except the Nile, and in that part of it only 
which is in the Upper Egypt, and in the fens and lakes 
-0f Ethiopia, through which that river paffes. 

The head of ·this animal is enormouily large; its mouth 
yafl:ly. wide. Ray fays, that the upper mandible is move­
able, . like -that of a Crocodile: In each jaw there are four 
cutting teeth; thofe in the lower jaw poiqt firaight for­
·ward: It has four large tufics; the largefl, which are al­
ways in the lower jaw, are fometimes above two feet 
long : It is faid that the canine teeth are fo hard, as to 
emit fire 011 being frruck with fl:eel; they are perfectly 

·white, and preferable to ivory for making artificial teeth : 
The grinders are fquar,e or oblong, like thofe of a man; 
and fo large, that a fingle tooth weighs abov€ three 
·pounds; The {kin is of a duficy colour, bears a refem­
blance to that of the Rhinoceros, but is thicker, and is 
made into whips: The tail is near a foot long, taper, and 
flatted at the end, which is thinly furnifhed with hairs 
like brifi:les :. Its legs are fo fhort, that its belly almol1: 
touches the ground; The hoofs are divided into four 
parts, unconnecled hy membranes, although it is an am­
phibious animal. When alarmed or purfued, it takes to 
the water, plunges in, and finks to the bottom ; where it 
walks at full eafe; lt often rifes to th~ furface, and re-

K 3 m~111s 
; 



l$o HISTORY OF Q_,UADRUPEDS.-

rnains with its head out of the water, making a bellow- · 

ing noife, which may be heard at a great diftance. It 
feeds during night on the banks of the rivers, and fome­

times does great damage in the adjacent plantations of 

r_ice and other grain. · It is faid likewife, that it feeds 

upon fi{h; but Dr Sparrman, in his account of this ani .. 

rnal, denies that it feeks any other food than herbs and 

grafs. 

The Hippopotamus is naturally a mild and gentle ani~ 

mal, very flow and heavy in its movements upon land, 

but in the water bold and active; and when provoked or 

wounded, will rife, and attack bp;!ts or canoes with great 

fury. Da111pier fays, he ha~ known one of thefe animals 

fink a boat f4ll of people, by biting a hole in the bottom 

with his great tuiks.-The ~ethqq of taking them is by 
· cliggiqg pits in the fand, in thofe parts thnmgh which 

thG aqimal paffes in his W<AY tQ t~e river aft~r he has been 

feeding. 
Sparrman fays, th~t the flefh of the Hippopotamus is 

tender and gopd, that the fat is fine and well tafted, and 

much in requeft with the colonifts at the Cape, who look 

upon it . as the moft wholefome meat that can be ~at~n. 

'J.'he gelatinous part of the feet in particular ~s accounted 

a great delicacy. The dried tongue of this animal is al­

fo confidered at the Cape a~ a rare and excellent di!h.­

That author has given an engraving Qf this animal, taken 

from a young one which he caught at the Cape,. fropi 

which ours is copied.--The fymale ~rings for~li one 

young at a _time. 
Scaurus treated the Roman:, with, one of thefe crea­

tures, and five crocodiles, during his cedilefuip, and ex­

hibited them on ~ temporary lake. Aiiguftµs produced 

Qll~ in the celebration of hi~ triumph over Cleopatra. 
THE 
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T H E E L E P H A N T. 

Of all the creatures that have hitherto been taken into 

the fervice of man, the Elephant is pre-eminent in the 

fize and ftrength of his body, and inferior to none in fa­

gacity and obedience. From time immemorial this ani~ 

mal has been employed either for the purpofes of labour, 

of war, or of oftentatious parade; to increafe the gra~­

deur of eaftern princes, extend their power, or enlarge 

their dominions. 

The Elephant , is a native of Afia and Africa, and is­

not to be found in its natural ftate either in Europe or 

America. From the river Senegal to the Cape of Good 

Hope, they are met with in great numbers: In this ex­

tenfive region, as they are more numerous than in any 

other part of the world, fo are they lefs fearful of man. 

The favage inhabitants of this dreary country, inftead of 

attempting to fubdue this powerful animal, and render it 

K 4 fubfervient 
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fubfervient to their neceffities, feem defirous only of 
avoiding its fury. 

Sparrman fays, that in the country near the Cape they 
are fometimes feen in large herqs, confifting of many 
hundreds; and thinks it probable, that in the more re­
mote and unfrequented parts of that vaft country, they 
are frill more numerou~· .. 

They are frequently hunted by the colonifts at th~ 
Cape, who are very expert in iho9ting them, and maka 
great advantage of their teeth. The largeft teeth weigh 
a hundred ai:id fifty Dutch pounds, and are fold to the 
governor for as many guilders ; fo that ·a man may earq 
three hundred guilders at one {hot. It is not therefor~ 
to be wondered, that a traffic fo lq.crative ihould tempt 
the hunters to run great rifks! In approaching this ani­
mal, great care muft be taken to fteal upon hi_m unper­
ceived: If the Elephant difcovers his enemy near him, 
he rufhes out, and endeavours to kill him. One of thefe 
hunters being out upon a plain, under the {helter of cl 

few fcattered thorn trees,, thought he ihould be able to 
advance near enough to ihoot an Elephant that was at ~ 
little diftance from him : He was difcovered, purfued, 
and overtaken by the animal, which laid hold of hi~ 
with his trunk, and beat him inftantly to death! 

The height of the Elephant at the Cape is from twelve 
to fifteen feet. The female is lefs than the male, and 
her tuflcs do not grow to fuch a fize.-The ears are pro­
digioufl y large, and marked on the ~dges with deep inci­
fions: They are pendulous, except when the animal is 
irritated; at which time he draws them up almoft in the 
form of a purfe, and points them forward. The ear of 
an Elephant fhqt at the <;ape, was faid to r~ach from the 

fboulders 

✓ 
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fuoulders of a middle-fized Hottentot to the ground.­
There are four grinders in each jaw, clofely united toge-

' ther, forming, with the jaw-bone, one hard and compaa 
body. One of thefe grinders fometimes meafures nine 
inches broad, and weighs four pounds and a half.-The 
texture of the £kin is uneven, wrinkled, and knotty ; full 
.of deep fiff ures, nearly refembling the bark of an old oak 
-tree, which run in all directions over the furface of it: 
It is of a tawny colour, inclining to citron. In the fif­
fures there are fame briftly hairs, which are alfo thinly 
fcattered over the body.-The legs of this creature re .. 
f emble maff y columns, of fifteen or eighteen inches dia..1 
meter, and from five to fix feet high.-The foot is iliort, 
and divided into five toes, covered with the ikin, fo as 
not to he vifible. To each toe there is affixed a nail or 
hoof, of a horny fubft.ance. 

The moil: remarkable feature of the Elephant is hia 
trunk or probof cis, which is compofed of membranes, 
nerves, and mufcles, It is both an organ of feeling and 
of motion. The animal cannot only move and bend it., 
but can contract, lengthen, and turn it in every direcl:ion. 
The extremity of the trunk terminates in a protuberance, 
which ft.retches out on the upper fide in the form of a 
iinger, and poffeffes in a great degree the nicenefs and 
.dexterity of that ufeful member. It is equally flexible, 
~nd as ~apable of laying hold of objecl:s ~s the fingers of 
a man. He lifts from !=he ground the fmalleft piece of 
,:noney ; he f elects herbs and flowers, and picks them up 
one by one; he unties the knots of ropes, opens and 
!huts gates, &c. With his trunk he grafps any body 
which it is appli~d to, fo firmly, that no force can tear it 
from his gripe. 
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Of all the inftruments which Nature has fo liberally 

heftowed on her moft favourite productions, the trunk of 

the Elephant is perhaps the moft complete and th~ moil: 

admirable. Ray fays, it is divided into three partitions 

or chambers, two of which run in f piral direll:ions, and 

the other in a right line. It is eight feet long in an Ele­

phant of fourteen feet high, and five feet in circumf e.,. 

renc_e at the thickeft part. The noftrils are fituated at 

the extremity, throl!lgh which it draws in water by ;i. 

{hong full:ion, either for the purpofe of quenching its 

thirft, or of wafhing and cooling itfelf, which it fre~ 

quently does, by taking up a large quantity, part of 

which it carries to its mouth, and drinks; and by ele­

vating . the trunk, allows the remainder to run over every 

part of its body. 

Roots, herbs, leaves, and tender wood, are the ordi­

nary food of the Elephant : It likewife eats grains and 

fruit, but will not eat flefh nor fifh. When one of them 

difcovers a plentiful pafi::ure, he calls to the others, and 

invites them to eat with him. As they require a great 

quantity of forage, they frequently change their pafi::ure, 

and do incredible damage whenever they happen to ftray 

on cultivated ground. From the weight of their bodies 

and the fize of their feet, they defi::roy much more than 

they ufe for food. One of them will eat one hundred 

and fifty pounds of grafs in a day; fo that a troop of 

thefe animals lays a whole country wafte in a fhort time. 

The Indians and negroes ufe every artifice to prevent the 

approach of thefe unwelcome vifitants, making loud 

noifes, and kindling fires round their habitations; but 

in f pite of all their precautions, the Elephants often break 

through their fences, deftroy their whole harveft, and 
overturn 
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f>Verturn their huts. 

They generally act 
march, or fly. 

It is not eafy to feparate them : 

in concert, whether they attack, 

The ordinary walk of the Elephant is not quicker than 
that of a Horfe ; but when pufhed, he aff umes a kind of 

.ambling pace, which in fleetnefs is equal to a gallop. 
He goes forward with eafe and celerity; but it is with 

great difficulty that he turns himfelf round, and that not 
without taking a pretty large circuit. It is generally in 
narrow and hollow places that the negroes attack him, 
~nd ~ut off his tail, which they value above every other 

part of his body . .-.-He f wims well, and is of great ufe in 
~::i,rryi1;ig great quantities of baggage over large rivers. 
When f wimming, h.€ raifos his long trunk above the fur. 
face of the water for th€ fake of refpiration, every other 
part of his body being below: In this m-,.nµer foveral of 
thefe animals f wim together, an.d fteer their courfe with­
out danger of running foul of each other. 

The Elephant, when tamed, is gentle, obedient, and 
d.G.cik: P atient of labour, it fubmits to the moft toilfome 

drudgery; and fo attentive to the commands of its go­
vernor, t hat a word or a look is fuffi(::icmt to ftimulate it 
to the mofl: violent exertions. Its attachment to its 

keeper is fo great, that it careifes him with its trunk, 
and frequently will obey no other mafter: It knows his 
voice, and can diftingui{h the tone of command, of anger, 

or of approbation, and regulates its actions accordingly : 
It receives his orders with attention, and executes them 

with eagernefs, but without prec ipitation. All its mo­
tio ns are orderly, and feem to correfpond with the digni­
ty of its appearance, being grave, majeftic, and cautious. 

!t kneels down fo r the accomniodation of thofo who 
would 
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would mount upon its back, and with its pliant trunk 
even affifts them to afcend. It fuffers itfelf to be har­
neifed, and feems to have a pleafure in the finery of its 
trappings. It is ufed in drawing chariots, waggons, and 
various kinds of machines. One of thefe animals will 
perform with eafe the work of many Horfes. 

The conductor of the Elephant is ufually mounted on 
its neck; and makes ufe of a rod of iron, fharp at t?e 
end, and hooked, with which he urges the animal for­
ward, by pricking its head, ears, or muzzle; but in ge­
neral, a word from the keeper is fufficient to encourage 
tliis intelligent creature to proceed on its way, or perform 
the tafk affigned to it.-In India, where they were once 
employed in launching fhips, one of them was directed 
tq force a large veffel into the water; which proving f u­

perior to its ftrength, the mafter, in an angry tone, cried 
out, 'Take away that lazy beaft, and bring anoth~r in its 
place.' The poor animal inftantly redoubled its efforts, 
fractured its fkull, and died upon the fpot. 

The Indians, from very early periods, have employed 
Elephants in their wars : Porus oppofed the paffage of 
Alexander over the Hydafpes with eighty-five of thefe 
animals. M. de Buffon imagines that it was fome of the 
Elephant~ taken by that monarch, and afterwards tran­
f ported into Greece, which were employed by Pyrrhus 
againft the Romans.-Since the invention of fire-arms, 
the Elephant has been of little ufe in deciding the con­
tefts of hoftile nations; for, being terrified with the 

. flafh of the powder and the report that immediately fuc­
ceeds, they are foon thrown into confufion, and then 
become -dangerous to their employers.-They are now 
chiefly ufed for the purpofes of labour or magnificent pa .. 

rade~ 
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rade. The Indian princes, in their travels, are attended 
by hundreds of thefe animals; Some are employed to 
convey the ladies which compofe the feraglio, in latticed 
cages made for that purpofe, and covered with branches 
of trees; whilft .others tranfport immenfe quantities of 
baggage, with which the fovereigns of the Eaft are al­
ways accompanied in their marches from one place to 
anqther. They are likewif e made ufe of as the dreadful 
inftruments of executing condemned criminals-a tafk 
which they perform with great dexterity. At the word 
of command, they break the limbs of the criminal with 
their trunks ; they fometimes trample him to death, or 
impale him on their enormous tufks, juft as they are di­
rell:ed -by their more barbarous keeper. 

It is a fingular circumftance in the hifl:ory of t,his ex­
traordinary animal, that, in a ftate of fubjell:ion, it is 
unalterably barren; and, though it has bee!l reduced un­
der the dominion of man for ages, it has never been 
known to breed,-as if it had a proper fenfe of its de­
graded condition, and obftinately refufed to increafe the 
pride and power of its conqueror by propagating a race 
of ilaves. It therefore follows, that of all the numerous 
bands of thefe creatures that are trained to fervice, there 
is not one that has not been originally wild, nor one 
that has not been forced into a ftate of fubjeB:ion. To 
recruit, therefore, the numbers that are unavoidably con­
f urned by difeafe, accident, or age, the eaftern princes 
are obliged every year to fend into the forefts, and to ufe 
various methods to procure fre:fh fupplies. 

The manner of taking, taming, and rendering thefc: 
animals fubmiffive, is curious, and well deferves~ a place 
in the hiftory of the Elephant :-In the midft of a foreft 

abounding 

.. 
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abounding with Elephants, a large piece of ground i~ 
marked out, and furrounded with {hong palifade~, inter .. 
woven with branches of trees: One end of the inclofure 
is narrow; from which it widens gradually, fo as to take 
in a great extent of count~y. Several thoufand men are 
employed upon the occafion, who place themfelves in 
fuch a manner as to prevent the wild Elephants from 
making their efcape: They kindle large fires at certain 
diftances, and make a dreadful noife with drums and 
various kinds of difcordant inftruments, calculated for 
the purpofe of ftunning and terrifying the poor animals ; 
whilft another party, confifting of fome thoufands, with 
the affiftance of tame. female Elephants, trained for the 
purpofe, drive the wild Elephants flowly towards the 
great opening of the inclofure, the whol_e train of hun­
ters clofing in after them, ihouting, and making a great 
noife, till the·· Elephants are driven by infenfible degrees 
into the narrow part of the inclofure, through which 
there is arr opening into a fmaller fpace, fl:rongly fenced 
in, and guarded on all £ides. As foon as one of the Ele­
phants enters this firait, a ihong bar clofes the paifage 
from behind, and he finds himfelf completely environed. 
On the top of this narrow paffage fome of the huntfmen 
ftand with goads in their hands, urging the creaturn for• 
ward to the end of the paffage, where there fa an open ... 
ing, jufi: wide enough to let him pafs. He is now re­
ceived into the cuftody of two female Eiephants,- who 
ftand on ea.ch fide of him, and prefs him into the fervice: 
If he is likely to prove refral1:ory, they begin to difci­
pline him with their trunks, rill he is reduced to obedi­
ence, and f uffers himfelf to be led to a tree, where he is 
bound by the leg with ftout thongs, made of untanned 

elk 
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elk or buck fkin. The tame Elephants are then led back 
to the inclofure; and the others are made to fubmit in 
the fame manner. They are all fuffered to remain faft 
to the trees for feveral days. Attendants are placed by 
the fide of each animal, who fupply him with food by lit­
tle and little, till he is brought by degrees to be f enfible 
of kindnefs and careffes, and allows himfelf to be led to 
the ftable. In the fpace of fourteen days, his abfolute 
fubmiffion is completed. During that time he is fed dai­
ly with cocoa-nut leaves, and led once a day to the water 
by the tame ones. He becomes accuftomed to the voice 
of his keeper, and at laft quietly refigns his prodigious 
powers to the dominion and fervice of man. 

The time of geftation in this animal is hitherto but im­
perfectly known: Ariftotle fays, it goes two years with 
young ; which is the more likely, as the feafon of defire 
in the male returns but once in three years. The female 
produces one young at a time. The young Elephants 
are faid to fuck with th,eir trunk. The breafts of the fe..­
male are fituated between its fore legs. 

This animal is thirty years . in arriving at its full 
growth; and is faid to li~e, though in a ftate of capti­
vity, to the age of a hundred and twenty or a hundred 
and thirty years: In a ftate of unreftrained fre.edorn, 
they are fuppofed to live much longer. 

The Elephant will drink wine, and is fond of fpir.itous 
liquors. By ihewing him a veffel filled with arrack, he 
is induced to exert the greateft efforts, and perform the 
moft painful tafks, in hopes of receiving it as the reward 
of his labour. To difappoint him · is dangerous, as he 
feldom fails to be revenged. The following infl:ance is 
given as a fact, and deferves to be recorded :-An Ele-

phant 
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phant difappointed of its reward, out of revenge killed 
his cornac or governor. The poor man's wife, who be­
held the dreadful fcene, took her two infants, and threw' 
them at the feet of the enraged animal,. faying, ' Since 
you have flain my hufband, take my life alfo, as well as 
that of my children.' The Elephant inftantly flopped, v 
relented, and, as if flung with remorfe, took the eldeft 
boy in its trunk, placed him on its neck, adopted him 
for its cornac, and would never allow any other perfon 
to mount it. 

T.his animal feems to know when it is mocked, and 
never fails to retaliate acc·ordingly. A painter wi:!hed ta 
draw the animal in an unufual attitude, with its trunk 
elevated, and its · mouth open. 1 In order to induce the 
Elephant to exhibit to ipor-e advantage, -a perfon was em­
ployed to throw fruit i~to its mouth, who fometimes de­
ceived it by oply making art offer of doing fo, and retain­
ing at the fame time the fruit in his hand. Enraged at 
this kind of treatment ; and, as it fhould feem, gueiling 
the painter to be .the caufe, it threw out fuch a quantity 
of water from its trunk, as fpoiled his paper, and pre­
vented him from proceeding in his work. 

We might quote many other faces equally curious ,\nd 
interefting: Thofe we have already recited are fufficient 
to {hew, that the Elephant is poffeffed of inftincl:ive fa­
culties fuperior to thofe of any other animal. We muft . 
.at the fame time admire the admirable order of that 
difpenfation, which, to an animal of JU:ch unequalled 
powers, has added a _difpofition fo mild and tractable. 
What ravages might we not expect from the prodigious 
ftrength of the Elephant, combined with the fiercenefs 
and rapacity of the Tiger I 

We 
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We cannot clofe our account of the Elephant, with­
out taking fome notice of the teeth of that animal, which 
have been fo frequently found in a f jffiI ftate in various 
parts of the world. Some years ago, two great grinding­
teeth, and part of the tufk. of an Elephant, were difco­
vered, at the depth of forty-two yards, in a· lead mine, 
in Flintfhire, lying in a bed of gravel: The grinders 
were almoft as perfecl: as if they had been juft taken from 
the animal; the tufk was much decayed, and very foft.­
N ear the banks of many rivers in Siberia, large tufks and 
teeth have been frequently dug up, which have been at­
tributed to a creature called the Mammouth; but they are 
now univerfally believed to have belonged to the Ele­
phant. The molares or grinders are perfecl:ly the fame 
with thofe of the pref ent race ; but both they and the 
tulles are much larger: Some of the latter have been 
known to weigh four hundred pounds; and grinders, of 
the weight of twenty-four pounds, have not unfrequently 
been difcovered. One of thef e was taken from a ikeleton 
of the fame head in which the tu!ks were found ; and 
as the ivory of the latter was in every ref peel: the fame 
as that generally known, and made ufe of fo r the pur­
pofes of ufeful and ornamental works, we cannot deny 
our affent to the opinion of thofe who fuppofe them to 
have been once parts of the animals we have juft de­
fcribed.-Tu!ks of a prodigious fize, teeth, jaw-bones, 
thigh-bones, and vertebr~, have likewife been frequently 
found on the banks of the river Ohio, in America, five 
or fix feet beneath the furface. Some of the tufks are 
near feven feet long, one foot nine inches in circumfe­
rence at the baf e, and one foot near the point. 'I'hey 
'1iffer from thofe of the Elephant in having a larger twift 

L ot 
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ot fpiral C'urve towards the fmall end.. Th€re is a ftilf 
_greater difference in the form of the grinders:, which are 
made like thofe of a carnivorous animal, not Hat and 
ribbed tranfverfely on their furface, like thofe of an Ele­
phant, but furnifhed with a double row of high and co­
nic projections, as if intended to mafiicate, not grind, 
their food.-Specimens of thefe teeth and bones are de­
pofited in the Britifu Mufeum, that of the Royal So­
ciety, and in the cabinet of the late ingenious Dr Hun­
ter.-Thefe follil bones are alfo found in Peru, and in 
the Brazils.--As yet, the living animal has evaded the 
fearch of the curious naturalifi. It is not improbable, 
that it may exifi in fome of thofe remote parts of that · 
vaft continent, yet unpenetr.ated by Europeans. 

. 01' 
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ANIMALS OF THE CAT KIND. 

W E have hitherto been employed in the pleafing 
ta!k of defcribing moft of thofe numerous tribes 

of animals that are more nearly connected with the inte­
refts of mankind; that ferve as the inftruments of man's 
happinefs, or at leafi:, that do not openly oppofe him; 
that depend upon his care for their fubfiftence ; and in 
their turn contribute largely to his comfort and fupport. 
We have taken an ample range among the wilder inha­
bitants of the forefi:, which, though in a more remote 
degree dependant upon man, are neverthelefs objects of 
his attention and purfuit. We have followed N ature to 
her moft retired receifes, and have f een and admired 
her works under a variety of the moft beautiful living 
forms, but our progrefs has hitherto been unftained with 
blood. 

The attention of our readers will now be engaged in 
a different purfuit; the fcene muft be diverfified. We 
come now to a fanguinary and unrelenting tribe,-the 
bold and intrepid enemies of man, that difdain to own 
his power, and carry on unceafing hoftilities againft him. 

This numerous and ferocious tribe is chiefly diftin­
guifhed by their fharp and formidable claws, which are 
lodged in a fheath, and are capable of being extended or 
drawn in at pleafure. They lead a folitary and a raven­
ous life, and never unite for mutual defence or fupport, 
like thof e of the herbivorous kinds. They feek their 
food alone, and are frequently enemies to each other. 
Though differing grea_tly in fize or in colour, they are 
nearly allied to each other in form and difpofition, being 

L 2 equally 
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equally fierce, rapacious, and artful.-At the head of 

this numer-ous clafs we fhall place 

T H E L I 0 N, 

W HICH is eminently difl:inguiilied from the reft, 
as well in fize and ftrength, as by his large and 

flowing mane.-This animal is produced in every part 
of Africa, and the hotteft parts of Afia. It is found in 
the greateft numbers in the fcorched and defolate regions 
of the torrid zone, in tht deferts of Zaara and Biledul­
gerid, and in all the interior parts of the vaft continent 
of Africa.-In thefe def ert regions, from whence man­
kind are driven by the rigorous heat of the climate, this 
animal reigns fole mafter; its dif pofition feems to par­
take of the ardour of its native foil ; inflamed by the in­
flu~nce of a burning fun, its rage is mofl: tremendous-., 
and its courage undaunted. Happily, indeed, the fpeci es 

1S 
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~ is not numerous, and is faid to be greatly diminifhed; 
for, if we may credit the teftimony of thofe who have 
traverfed thefe vafi deferts, the number of Lions is not 
nearly fo great as formerly. Mr Shaw obferves, that 
the Romans carried more Lions from Lybia in one year· 
for their public f peuacles, than could be found in all 
that country at this time. It is likewife remarked, that 
in Turkey, Perfia, and the Indies, Lions-are not now fo 
frequently met with as in former times. 

It is obferved of this animal, that its courage dimi-: 
nifhes, and its caution and timidity are greater, in pro­
portion as it approaches the habitations of the human 
race. Being acquainted with man, and the power of his 
arms, it lofes its natural fortitude to fuch a degree, as to 
be terrified at the found of his voice. It has been known 
to fly even before women and children, who were found 
fufficient to drive it away from its lurking places in the 
neighbourhood of their villages . 

. This alteration in the Lion's difpofition fuffi.ciend y 
{hews, that it will admit of a certain degree of educa­
tion: And it is a well-known fall:, that the keepers of 
wild beafls frequently play with this animal, pull out his 
tongue, hold him by the teeth, and even chaftife him 
without caufe. The animal feems to bear all with a ful­
len kind of compofure, and rarely retaliates this unme­
rited treatment. It is dangerous, however, to provoke 
him too far, or to depend upon his temper with too great 
fe-curi ty. Labat tells us of a gentleman who kept a Lion 
in his chamber, and employed a fervant to attend it ; 
who, as is ufual; mixed his blows with care!fes. This 
ill-judged a!fociation continued for fome time. One 
mornmg the gentleman was awak~ned by an unufual 

L 3 noif~ 
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noife in his room; and, drawing his curtains, he per­
ceived it to proceed from the Lion, which was growling 
over the body of the · unhappy man, whom it had juft 
killed, and had feparated his head from his body. The 
terror and confufion of the gentleman may be eafily con­
ceived: He flew out of the room, and with the affiftance 
of fame people, had the animal fecured from doing fur­
ther mif chief. 

As the paffions of this animal are {hong, and its appe­
tites vehement, we ought not to prefume that the im-: 
preffions of education will always be fufficiently. p.9wer:­
f ui. It muil: be dangerous, therefore, to fuffer it to re-: 
main too long without food, or to perfift in irritating or. 
abufing it,-However, numberlefs accounts aifure us, 
that the anger 0£ the Lion is noble, its courage magna~­
nimous, and its temper fufceptible of grateful impreffions . 
It has been often feen to defpife weak and contemptible 
enemies, and even to pardon their infults, when it was 
in its power to punifh them. It has been known to fpare 
the life of an animal that was thrown to be devoured by . 
it, to live in habits of perfect cordiality with it, to £hare 
its fubfiftence, ap.d even to giv~ it a preference where its 
portion of food was fcanw. 

The form of the Lion is ftrikingly bold and majeftic : 
His large an,d £baggy mane, which he can erect at plea­
fure, furrounding his awful front; his huge eye-brows; 
his round and fie~y eye-balls, which, upon the leaft irri­
tation, feem to glow with peculiar luftre; together with 
the formidable appearance of his teeth, exhibit a picture 
of terrific grandeur, which no words can defcribe.-The 
length of the largeft Lion is between eight and nine feet, 

the tail about four feet, and its height about four feet 
and 
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and a half: The female is about one-fourth part lefs, 
and wants the mane.-As the Lion advances in years, its 
mane grows longer and thicker : The hair on the reft of 
the body is fhort and fmooth, of a tawny colour, but 
whitiili on the belly.--The roaring of the Lion is loud 
and dreadful; when heard in the night, it refemb1es 

diftant thunder; its cry of anger is much louder and 
fhorter. 

The Lion feldom attacks any animal openly, except 
when compelled by extreme hunger: In that cafe, no 
danger deters him: But as moft animals endeavour to 
avoid him, he is obliged to have recourfe to artifice, and 
take his prey by furprize. For this purpofe, he crouches 
on his belly in fome thicket, where he waits till his prey 
approaches; and then, with one prodigious fpring, he 
leaps upon it at the diftance of fifteen or twenty feet, 
and generally feizes it at the firft bound: If he mifs his 
object, he gives up the purfuit; and, turning back to­
wards the place of his ambufh, he meafures the ground 
ftep by ftep ; and again lies in wait for another opportu­

nity. The lurking-place of the Lion is generally chofen 
near a fpring, O l" by the fide of a river; where he fre­

quently has an opportunity of catching fuch animals as 
come to quench their thirft. 

There are, hovyever, inftancea where the Lion deviates 
from his ufual method of taking his prey; of which the 
following, rel ated by Sparrman, is remarkable :-A Hot­
tentot, perceiving that he was followed by a Lion, and 
concluding that the animal only waited the approach ot 
night to make him his prey, began to confider the heft 
method of providiq& for his fafety, which he at length 
t;; ff~lted i11- the following fingular manner :-Obferving a 
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piece of broken ground, with a precipitate defcent on one 
fide, he fat down by the edge of it; and found, to his 
great joy, that the Lion alfo made a halt, and kept at the 
fame diftance as before. As foon as it grew dark, the 
Hottentot iliding gently forward, let himfelf down a lit­
tle below the edge of the hill, and held up his cloak and 
hat upon his il:ick, making at the fame time a gentle mo­
tion with it: The Lion, in the mean while, came creep­
ing foftly towards him, like a Cat; and miftaking the 
fkin cloak for the man himfelf, made a f pring, and fell 
headlong down the precipice; by which means the poor 
Hottentot was fafely delivered from his infidious enemy. 

That the Lion does not always kill whatever animal 
happens to be in his power, has alr~ady been obferved ; 
end this peculiarity in the temper of this creature is re­
markably obvious, with regard to the human fpecies. Of 
this there have been many inftances. At St Catherine 
Cree's church, Leadenhall-ftreet, London, provifion is 
made, under the will of Sir John Gager, who was Lord­
Mayor in. the year 1646, for a fermon to be annually 
preached on the 16th of November, in commemoration 
of his happy deliverance from a Lion, which he met in a 
defert as he was travelling in the Turki{h dominions, 
and fuffered him to pafs t:inmolefted. The minifter is 
to have 20s. for the fermon, the clerk 2s. 6d. and the 
fexton Is. : The furn of 81. I 6 s. 6 d. is likewife to be 
diftributed among the neceflitous inhabitants, purfuant 
to the will of Sir J ohn.-Sparrman, among feveral in­
fiances of the fame nature, mentions a perfon who, 
though he was thrown down by a ~ion, and wounded 
by it in feveral phices, was after all generoufly left with 
his life. 

·The 
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The ftrength of this animal is great: One of them was 
obferved to feize a heifer, which it carried off in its 
mouth with eafe, and leaped over a ditch with her with­
out much apparent difficulty. 

At the Cape of Good Hope, the Lion is frequently 
hunted by the colonifts. In the day time, and upon an 
open plain, twelve or fixteen Dogs will eafily get the bet­
ter of a large Lion. As the Lion is not remarkably 
fwift, the Dogs foon come pretty near him; when, with 
a fullen kind of magnanimity, he turns round, and waits 
for the attack, ihaking his mane, and roaring with a 
fhort and iharp tone. The hounds furround him ; and 
rufhing upon him all at once, foon tear him to piecc:s. 
It is faid that he has feldom time to make more than two­
.or three {hokes with his paws, each of which is attended 
with the death of one of his affailants . 
. The Lionefs goes wi-th young five months, and bri11gs 

forth three or four at a time. The young ones are about 
the fize of a large pug Dog, harmlefs, pretty, and play­
ful. They continue at the teat twelve months, and are 
~hove five yeal's in coming to perfecl:ion. 

The Lion is a long-lived animal, although naturaJif1s 
have differed greatly as to the precife period of its exif­
tence. Buffon limits it to twenty, or twen ty-~wo years 
at moft. It is however certain, that it lives much be­
yond that time. The great Lion, called Pompey, which 
died in the year 1760, was known to have been in the 
Tower above feventy years; and one, brought from the 
river Gambia, died there not long ago at the age of fix­
ty-three.-Several of thefe animals have been bred in the 
Tower; fo that the time of their geftation, the number 
they produce, and the time of their arnvmg at perfec­
tion, are all pretty well known. 

The 
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The attachment of the Lionefs to her young is re .. 
markably ftrong: For- their fupport, fhe is more fero ... 
cious than the Lion himfelf, makes her incurfions with, 

greater boldnefs, deftroys, without diftinlt:ion, every ani­

mal that falls in her way, and carries it reeking to her 
cubs. She ufually brings forth in the moft retired and 
inacceilible places ; and when afraid of her retreat being 
difcovered, endeavours to hide her track, by brufhing the 
ground with her tail. When much difturbed or alarmed, 
fhe will fometimes tranfport her young from one place 
to another in her mouth; and, if obftrult:ed in her 
courfe, will defend them to the laft extremity. 

The flefh of the Lion is faid to have a ftrong, difagree­
,-abl.e flavour; yet it is frequently eaten by the negroes. 
The :fk.in, which was formerly a robe of diftinll:ion for 
heroes, is now made ufe of by thofe people as a mantle 
or a bed. They alfo preferve the greafe, which is of a 
penetrating nature, and is ufed in medicine. 

The reprefentation we have given, was drawn from a 
remarkably fine one, exhibited at Newcaftle in the year 
1788. It was then young, _exceedingly healthful, all:ive~ 

and in full condition~ 
I 
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T H E T I G E R 
is the mofl: rapaciou$ and deftrµcl:ive of all carnivorous 
animals. Fierce without provocation, and cruel without 
neceffity, it~ thirft. for blood is infatiable: Though glut­
ted with flaughter, it continu~s its carnage, nor ever 
gives up fo long as a fingle objeB: remains in its fight. 
Flocks and herds ---fall indifcriminate victims to its fu­
ry: It fears neither the fight nor the oppoGtion of man, 
whom it frequently makes its prey; and it is even faid 
to prefer human flefh to that of any other animal. 

The Tiger is peculiar to Afia; and is found as far 
~forth as China and Chinefe Tartary: It inhabits lvfount 
Arar~t, and H yrcania of old, famous for its wild beafts. 
The g_r~~teft. numbers are met with in India, and i s 
ifiands: They are the fcourge of the country: They lurk 
among the bufhes, by the fides of rivers, and alrnoft de­
pop,ulate many places.-They feldom purfue their prey; 
but bo~nd upon it from the place of their ambu{h, with 
an elafticity, and from a diftance, fcar~ely cr~dible.-It 
i~ highly probable, · th;t, 

1

f;~m this ci~cumftance, the Ti-

ger 
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ger may derive its name, which, in the Armenian lan­

guage, fignifies an arrow; to the flight of which this 

creature may very properly be compared, in the quick­
nefs and agility of-its bounds. · 

The ftrength of this animal is fo great, that, when it 
has killed an animal, whether it be a Horfe, a Buffalo, 

or a Deer, it carries it off with fuch eafe, that it feems 

no impediment to its flight. If it be undifturbed, it 

plunges its head into the body of the animal up to its ve­

ry eyes, as if to fatiate itfelf with blood. 
The Tiger is perhaps the only animal whofe ferocity 

can never be fubdued: Neither gentlenefs nor conftraint 
l1as any effeB: in foftening its temper. It does not feem 
fenfible of the attention of its keeper; and would equally 

tear the hand that feeds, with that by which it is chaf­

tife<l. 
Notwithi1:anding the cruelty of this creature's difpoli-

tion, a fudden check has fometimes -had a good effeB: in 
preventing its meditated attack. Some ladies and gentle .. 

men being on a party of pleafure, under a fhade of trees, 
on the banks of a river in Bengal, were fuddenly fuF­

prized at feeing a Tiger ready to make its fatal fpring: 
One of the ladies, with amazing prefence of mind, laid 

hold of an umbrella, and unfurling it direcl:ly in the ani­

mal's face, it inftantly retired.-Another party had not 

the fame good fortune. A Tiger darted among them 
whilft. they were at dinner, feized on a gentleman, and 

carried him off in the fight of his difconfolate compani­

ons. 
They attack all kinds of animals, even the Lion; . and 

furious combats have frequently been maintained be­

tween them, in which both have perifhed. Father Ta­
chard· 
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thard gives an account of a battle between a Tiger and 
two Elephants, at Siam, of which he was an eye-wit­
nefs. The heads, and part of the trunks of the Ele­
phants, were defended from the claws of the Tiger by 
a covering made for the purpofe. They were placed 
in the midft of a large inclofure. One of them was fuf­
.fered to approach the Tiger, which was confined by 
cords, and received two or three heavy blows from the 
trunk of the Elephant upon its back, which beat it to the 
ground, where it lay for fame time as if it were dead: 
But, though this attack had a good deal abated its fury, 
it was no fooner untied, than, with a horrible roar, it 
made a fpring at the Elephant's trunk, which that animal 
dexterouily avoided by drawing it up; and, receiving the 
Tiger on its tufks, threw it, up into the air. The two 
Elephants were then allowed to come up; and, after 
giving it feveral heavy blows, would~ undoubtedly have 
killed it, if an end had not been put to the combat.­
Under fuch reftraints and difadvantages, we cannot won­
der that the iifue was unfavourable to the Tiger. W e 
may, however, judge of its exceedingly great ftrength and 
fiercenefs,-that, after being difabled by the firft attack 
of the Elephant,_ whilft it was held by its cords, it would 
venture to continue fuch an unequal engagement. 

We are happy in being able to prefent our curious 
readers with an engraving of this rare animal, drawn 
from the life, from a Tiger that was exhibited at New­
caftle, in 1787; and was generally allowed to be one of 
the fineft creatures of its kind ever feen in England. 
The beautiful bars of black with which every part of its 
body was ftreaked, are accurately copied : The colour of 
the ground was yellow, deeper on the back, and foften-

rng 
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ing by degrees towards the belly, where it was white; a·s 
were alfo the throat and infides of the legs: A white 
fpace, fpotted with black, furrounded each eye; and on 
each cheek, a ftripe of the fame colour extended from.. 

the ears to the throat. It was nearly the fame height as 
the Lion; and was of the largeft fpecies of the Tiger, 
which is called the Royal Tiger. The fmalleft of them is 
not above two feet high, faid to be extremely cunning;, 
and delights in human flefo. The fecond kind is about 
three feet high, and is fond of Deer, wild Hogs, &c. 
which it frequently takes by the fides of rivers, as they 
come down to quench their thirft. 

The £kin of this animal is much efteemed all over the 

Eaft, particularly in China. The Mandarins cover their 
feats of juftice with it; and, during the winter, ufe it 
for cufhions and pillows. 

We have now defcribed the two great heads of this 
mifchievous 'family, which are eminently diftingui:fhed 
from the reft in fize, ftrength, and colour. The thre-e 
fucceeding fpecies have been frequently confounded with 
each other; and, although there is fome difference in 
their :fize and in the difpofition of their f pots, yet thefe 
have been fo indifcriminately defined, as to make it diffi­
cult to form a true criterion, fo as accurately to diftin­
guifh each fpecies. Strikingly fimilar in the form of 
their bodies, in the beauty of their fkins, as well as in 
their difpoGtions and habits, which feem to be equally 

formed for rapine and cruelty; there is great room to 
conjeB:ure, that commixture may be one great caufe of 

producing the flight differences obfervable in thefe crea­
tures. If we regard the figure and diverfity of the fpots, 

we ihall fit1d many varieties not taken notice of by na-

turalifis; 
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turalifts; if we be led to judge by the fize, we £hall find 
an almoft imperceptible gradation from the Cat to the 
Tiger. It would be vain, therefore, to make as many 
varieties in thefe animals, as we fee differences in fpots 
or ftature: It will be fufficient to point out the moil: 
general diftinll:ions. 

THE PANTHER 
is next in fize to the Tiger; and has, by many natur"a­
lifts, been mifiaken for that animal.-Its hair is fho'rt I 

and finooth; and, inftead of being ftreaked like the Ti-
ger, is beautifully marked on the back, fides, and flanks, 
with black fpots, difpofed in circles, from four to five in 
each, with a fing1e fpot in the centre : On the face, 
breaft, and legs, the f pots are fingle : The colour of the 
body on the back and fides is yellow, deep on the back, 
and paler towards the belly, which is white; its ears are 
fhort and pointed; its eye is reftlefs; and its whole afpell: 
fierce and cruel.-It is an untameable animal; and inha .. 
ltits Africa, from Barbary to the remoteft parts of Guinea. 

Its 
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Its manner of taking its prey is the fame with that ot 
the Tiger, always by furprize, either lurking in thickets, 
or creeping on its belly till it comes within reach. 
When preffed with hunger, it attacks every living crea .. 
ture without diftinB:ion, but happily prefers the flefh ot 
brutes to that of mankind: It will even climb uo trees in 

.l 

purfuit of monkies and leffer animals; fo that nothing is 

fecure from its attacks. 
The Panther is about the fize of a large Maftiff Dog ; 

but its legs are not quite fo long. Its voice is ftrong and 
hoarfe; and it growls continually. 

The ancients were well acquainted with thef e animals. 
The Romans drew prodigious numbers from the deferts 
of Africa for their public !hews; fufficient, one might 
fuppofe, to have entirely exhaufted them. Scaurus ex• 
hibited an hundred and fifty of them at one time; Pom­
pey four hundred and ten; and Auguftus four hundred 
and twenty. They probably thinned the coafts of Mau­
-ri tania of thefe animals; but they frill f warm in the 
fouthern parts of \Guinea. 

In China, there is a moft beautiful animal of this kind~ 
called Louchu; the fkin of which fells for fi x pounds fter­
ling.-An animal of this fpecies is likewife found in Afi-

, atic Tartary, called there the Babr. It is feven feet long, 
extremely rapacious, and very deftruB:ive of Horfes and 

Camels. Its fkin is very fine, and valued in Ruffia at 

one pound fterling. 
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THE L E O P A R D. 

The very trifling difference between thi6 and the lafr .. 
tnentioned animal gives reafon to fuppofe, that it con-­
£ft.s chiefly in the name. It inhabits the fame countries; 
and in fome places goes by the fame name, being called 
the Panther of Senegal, where it is chiefly found. It is 
mentioned by Ray as the female Panther ; is rather 
fmaller than that animal 1 its length, from nofe to tail, 
is about four feet; the colour of the body is a more 
lively yellow; and the fpots with which it is diverfified, 
are fmaller and clofer than thofe of the Panther. 

The interior parts of Africa abound with tl1efe ani­
mals; from whence they come down in great numbers, 
and make dreadful havock among the numerous herds 
that cover the plains of the Lower Guinea. When 
beafl:s of chafe fail, they fpare no living creature. 

The negroes take them in pitfalls, flightly covered at 
the top, and baited with flefh. Their chief inducement 
for purfuing them is their flefh, which they eat, and is 
faid to be white as veal, and well tailed. The negrefTes 

1\1 make 
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make collars of their teeth, and wear them as charms7 

to which they attribute certain virtues. 
The £kins of thefe animals are hrought to Europe1 

where they are greatly efteemed. 
· In India, there is a fpecies of this anhnal about the 

fize of a large Greyhound, with a fmall head~ and fhort 
ears; its face, chin, and throat, of a pale-brown colour, 
inclining to yellow; the body is of a light tawny-brown., 
marked with fmall round black fpots, fcattered over the 
back, tides, head, and legs; the infide of the legs plain; 
the hair on the top of the neck is longer than the reft ,· 
the belly white; the tail very long, marked on the upper 
fide with Iarg,e black f pots, and the hair on the uncle!' 

fide is very long~ 
This is the animalj. mentioned in our account of the 

Antelope, which is made ufe of in Ine1ia for hunting 

that and other beafts of the chafe.-It is carried in a 
fmall kind of waggon, chained and hoodwinked till it 
approaches the herd; when ·it is unchained, and fuffered 
to purfue the game. It begins by creeping along, with 
its belly clofe to the ground, flopping and. concealing it­
felf till it get an advantageous fituation; it then darts 
on its prey with great agility, frequently making five. or 

fix amazing bounds. If it fhould not fucceed in its firft 

effort, it gives up the point for that time, and readily re­
turns to its mafi:er. 



i:- . : 

HISTORY OF QUADRUPEDS. 179 

T H E 0 U N C E 

is fnialler than the Leopard, being three feet and a half 
long from the nofe to the tail, very fhong, long-backed, 
and £hart-legged. The hair is long, and of a light-grey 
colour, tinged with yellow; lighter on the breaft and 
belly: The head is marked with fmall round fpots: Be­
hind each eat there is a large black fpot : The back is 
beautifully varied with a number of oval figures, formed 
by fmall fpots almoft touching each other; the f pots on 
the !ides are more irregular; thofe on the legs and thighs 
fmall, and thinly difperfed: The tail is full of hair, irre­
gularly marked with large bla<.:k fpots; and upwards ot 
three feet long. 

This animal is common in Barbary, Perfia, and China ; 
is much more gentle than the Leopard; an.cl, like the 
Hunting Leopard, is trained to the chafe. It is often 
ufed in hunting Antelopes, and even Hares. Inftead of 
being conveyed in a waggon, it is carried on the crupper 
of the Horfe, is as much under command as a Setting 
Dog, returns at a call, and jumps up behind its mafler. 

The fcent of the Ounce is not fo fine as that of the: 
Do rr ,, 

l,.y 
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Dog. It neither follows animals by their foot, nor is it 
able to overtake them in a continued chafe. It hunts 
folely by the eye, and makes only a few fprings at its 
prey. It is fo nimble, as to clear a ditch or a wall of 
many feet. It often climbs trees to watch animals that 
are paffing, and f uddenly darts upon them. 

It is fuppofed to be the Le.Jler Panther of Oppian, and 
the Panthera of Pliny. 

T H E JAGUAR 

is the moft formidable animal of the new continent, ra= 
ther larger than the Panther, with hair of a bright-tawny 
colour. The top of the back is marked with long ftripes 
of black; the fides beautifully variegated with irregular 
oblong fpots, open in the middle; the tail not fo long as 
that of the Ounce, irregularly marked with large black 
fpbts. 

It is found in the hotteft parts of South-America; is :1 

very fierce animal ; and, when preifed with hunger, will 
fome times venture to feize a man. 

The 
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The Indians are much afraid of it, and think it prefers 

them to the white inhabitants, who, perhaps, are better 

prepared to repel its attacks.-In travelling through the 
deferts of Guiana, they light great fires in the night, of 

which thefe animals are much afraid. 

They ho~vl dreadfully. Their cry, which is expreffive 

of the two monof yllables-hou, hou, is fomewhat plain­

tive, grave, and fhong, like that of an Ox. 
The Ant-eater, though it has no teeth to defend itfelf 

with, is the moft cruel enemy the Jaguar has to encoun­

ter. As foon as the Jaguar attacks this little animal, it 

lies down on its back, and, with its long claws, [eizes 

and fuffocates him. 

T H E C O U G U A R 

inhabits the continent of America, and is called by fame 

the Puma, or American Lion; but differs fo much from 

that noble animal, as not to admit of any degree of com~ 

parifon.-Its head is fmall; it has no mane; its length, 

from nofe to tail, 1s five feet three inches ; the tail t\.v o 

M 3 fee 
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feet long. The predominant colour of this animal is ~ 
lively red, mixed with black; efpecially on the back, 
where it is darkeft: Its chin, throat, and all the inferior 
parts qf its body, are whiti{h; its legs are long; claws 
white; the outer claw of the fore feet much longer tha~ 
the others. 

It is found in many parts of North-America, from Ca­
nada to Florida: It is alfo common in Guiana, Brazil, 
and Mexico. 

This animal is fierce and ravenous in the extreme, and 
will f wim rivers to attack cattle even in their inclofures. 
In North-.t\rn~rica, its fury feemg to be fubdued by the 
rigour of the climate; for it will fly from a Dog in com:-­
pany with its mafter, and take £helter by running up a 
tree. 

It is very deftrult:ive to domeftic animals; particularly 
to Hogs. It prey~. alfo upon the l\!Ioofe and other Deer; -· ~ ' 
Jies lurki~g ~pon the ~r~n~h of a tree till fome of thefe. 
animals pafs ~nderneath, when it drops ~own upon one 
pf them, a.nd neyer qtiits its hold till it has ~runk its 
blood. It w~ll even attack beafts of prey. In the Mu-:­
f eum of the Roy at Soci½ty is preferved the fkin of one of 
thefe animals, which was 0pt juft as it had feized a Wolf~ 

When tr is fatisfied with eating, it conceals the reft of 
the carcafe, covering it carefully with leaves.-It purrs 
Jike a Cat, and fomet~mes howls drejldfully. 

The fur is foft, ... and is ufed by the Indians for a win­
ter habit; when dreffe9, it is made into gloves and fhoes. 
The fie!h is white, and, by the natives, reckoned very 
good, 

The Couguar, when brought into captivity, is almoft 
ff~ gnHle ~s ;he domdl:ic Cat, allows itfrlf to be careffed, 

an~ 
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-and will permit boys to mount on its back.-It is fome­

times called the Poltron Tiger. 

T H E B ,L A C K T I G E R. 

This animal feems to be only a variety of the former, 

-differing chiefly in the colour, which is duik.y, fome­

times fpotted with black, but genera11y plain. The 

throat, belly, and in fide of the legs, are of a pale-,. - ·, 

colour; the upper lip white, coveted with lol'lg whiik.ers; 

above each eye, it has very, long hairs; and at the corner 

· of the mouth, a bl~ck r p.ot; its paws. are white; and it6 

ears £harp awl po'inted. 

This animal grows to the Gz e of a heifer of a year ol<l, 

~n d has great ftrength in its limbs.-It inhabits Brazil 

and Gui ana, is a cruel and fierce animal, much dreaded 

by the Indians ; but fortunately the f pecies is not nume. 

rous. 

M. de la Borde, in h is defcr iption of thefe animal s, 

fays, that they frequent the fea- fhore, an d eat the eggs 

M 4. depofited 
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depofited there by the turtles. They likewife eat cai­
mans or alligators, lizards, and fillies, and fometimes 
the bucls and tender leaves of the Indian fig. They are 
excellent f wimmers. In order to catch the alligator, 
they lie down on their belly at the edge of the river, 
ftrike the water to make a noife, and as foon as the alli­
gator raifes its head above the water, dart their claws in~ 
to its eyes, and drag it on £bore. 

-____ ........ -.. - -
~---c...:. ---~--"~---- ~-~----- . ., ·:!,''-"·-··:·~·:::•..::::;:-i ~--:~~:::,::::" .,,~--=-~:, __ .. . . .,. 

T Ii E 0 C E L O T. 

Of all fpotted animals,_ tht fkin of the male Ocelot is 
the moft beautif~l, and the moft elegantly variegated. • 
Its general colour is that of a bright-ta~ny; a black 
ftripe extends along the top of the back, from he;ci to 
tail; its foreheqd is f potted with black, as are alfo its 
legs; its fhoulders, fidesl and rump, are beautifully mar­
bled with long ftripes of black, forming oval figures, 
fi1led in the middle with fmall black fpots ; its tail is 
h regularly mark~d with large fpots, and black at the 
cn,d_. 

The 
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The Ocelot very much refembles the common Cat in 
the form of its body_, although it is a great deal la-rger. 
Buffon makes its height two feet and a half, and about 
four feet in length. 

The colours of the female are not fo vivid as thofe of 
the male, nor the marks fo beautifully formed. 

The Ocelot is a native of South-America, inhabits 
Mexico and Brazil, is a very voracious animal, but ti­
mid, and feldQ{!l attacks men. It is afraid of Dogs ; 
and when purfued, flies to the woods. 

This creature lives chiefly in the mountains, wher~ it 
conceals itfelf amongft the leaves of trees; from whence 
it darts upon fuch animals as come within its reach. I t . 
fometimes extends itfelf along the boughs, as if it were 
dead, till the monkies, tempted by their natural curiofi­
ty, approach within reach of its paws; when it feiz es 
and kills them.-It is faid to prefer the blood of animals 
to their flefh. It muft, therefore, deftroy great numbers, 
as, inftead of fatisfying its hunger by devouring them, it 
only quenches its thirft by drin~ing their blood. 

The Octlot is 11ot eaf y ro be tamed, and retains ... s 
original wildnefa -in a ftate of captivity. Nothing can 
foften the nah"rJ fe roi:!ty of its difpofition, nor calm the 
reftleffnefs of its motions: For this reafon, it is always 
kept in a cage.-One of thefe animals, fhewn at N cw­
caft:le in I 78~, although extremely old, exhibited great 
marks of ferocity. It was kept clofely confined, and 
would not admit of being careifed by its keeper in the 
fame manner as the Lion; but growled conftantly, and 
always appeared in motion.-A male and female Ocelot 
were brought to France fo~e years ago, which had been 
taken when very young. At the age of thre~ m,onths, 

they 



1£6 HISTORY OF Q_UADRUPEDS. 

they became fo fl:rong and fierce, as to kiU a bitch that 

was given them for a nurfe. When a live Cat w~s 

thrown to them, they fucked its blood, but would not 

tafte its flefh. The male feemed to have a great fupe­

riority over the female, as he never allowed her to par­

take till his own appetite was fatisfied. 

The female Ocelot, like a11 the larger animals of the 

Cat kind, produces a fmall number at a time. The two 

-above mentioned were the only young ones found with 

the mother, which was killed at the tin1e they were 

tak.en ; and makes it probable, th_at they pring forth only 

that _number. 

1
, 

H E M A R G A Y 

is another beautiful animal of the fpotted kind, and 

known in many places by the name of the Tiger Cat.­

The ground colour of the body js tawny; the face is 

fir iped with black; the body is marked with ftripes and 

large f pots of black ; the breaft, and infides of the legs, 

are white, fpotted wi h black; the tail is long, marked, 

with alternate fpots of black, tawny, and grey. 

':fhi;: Margay is fmaller than the Ocelot,. and about the 
fize 
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fize of the Wild Cat, which it refembles in difpofition 
and habit, living on fmall animals, birds, &c. It is very 
wild and untameable, and cannot eafily be brought under 
fubjell:ion.-Its colours vary, though they are generaily 
fuch as have been defcribed. 

It i$ common in Guiana, Brazil, and various parts of 
South-America.-It is called the Cayenne Cat; and is not 
fo frequent in temperate as in warm climates. 

In taking a furvey of this bef utiful race of animals, we 
are unavo,idably led to ol?ferve, that much remains for 
the laborious refearches of the natural hiftorian, before a 
complete account can be made out of the various kinds 
of which it is compofed. Several fpecies are frequently 
found in the Eaft-Indies, in the woods near the Cape of 
Good ~ope, and in the continent of America; but in 
gener_al ~hefe have been fo negligently, or fo injudicioufly 
mentioned, as to render it impoffible to form a perfecl: 
defcr!ption _<?f them.-A good hifl:ory of thefe animals is 
one of the ma1~y defiderata of ~he naturalifl:; but when 
we ~onfider the gre1t diftatJce which moft of this fero­
cious tribe obferve in their feparation from mankind, and 
the q_angers that muft be encountered in approaching 
their folitary habitations, we are obliged to lament that 
t~is defirable object is not 1ikely to be foon accompliihed! 
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T H E S E R V A L. 

This beautiful animal inhabits the mountainous parts 

of India; and is called by the natives of l\1alabar the 

Marapute.-It is larger than the "\\Ttld Cat. Its general 

colour is a pale-yellow; white on the breafl and belly, 

variegated with round fpots, which are equally difhi­

buted over every part of its body: Its eyes are extremely 

brilliant, and have a wild, piercing look; its whifkers are 

Jong and ftiff; its tail ihort; and its feet are armed with 

long hooked claws. 

This creature is feldom to be feen upon the ground; 

but lives chiefly in trees, \;r...-here it makes its nefl, and 

breeds its young. It feeds on young birds, and leaps 

with great agility from tree to tree. It is extremely 

fierce; but avoids mankind, unlefs provoked; when it 

darts furioufly upon the offender, and tears and bites 

nearly in the fame manner as the Panther. 

Sparrman mentions an animal of this kind, found at 

th 
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the Cape of Good Hope, which he calls the Tiger Cat, 
and fuppofes to be the fame with the Serval. The fame 
author mentions another animal of this kind, called at 
the Cape the Wild R ed Cat; the ikin of which is fup­
pofed by the natives to po:lfefs great medicinal powers, 
and give eafe to perfons afflill:ed with the gout, lumba­
go, and pains in the joints. The hairy fide mufl: be 
worn next the pa-rt affell:ed. The fur of this animal is 
very fine and foft; and probably, there are many other 
ikins, which, if applied with an equal degree of good 
faith, might have the fame fa1utary efFell:s. 

The colour of the upper part of this creature is of a 
very bright-red; towards the fides it is mixed with white 
and grey; the belly is white; the upper part of the ears, 
which have tufts of hair on their tips, is dark-brown, 
fprinkled with grey. The body of this animal is long, 
and about two feet in height. 

T H E WILD C A T. 

The hifl-ory of this animal is fo intimately connell:ed 
with that of the common or domeftic kind, that we fhall 

include 
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include our account of both under one general head1 artd 

defcribe them as conftituting the fame f pecies. 

The domeftic Cat, if fuffered to efcape into the wobds, 

becomes wild, and lives on fmall birds and fuch other 

game as it can find there. It likewife breeds with the 

wild one. It is no uncommon thing for females of the 

tame fpecies to quit their houfes during the time they are 

in feafon, go in queft of male Wild Cats, and return 

home to the fame habitations impregnated by them. It 

is by this means, that fome of ou-r domeftic Cats fo. per­

feB:ly refemble thofe of the wild breed. 

The hair of the Wild Cat is foft and fine, of a pale­

yellow colour, mixed with grey; a dufky lift runs along 

the middle of the back, from head to tail; the fides are 

ftreaked with grey, pointing from the back downwards; 

the tail is thick, and marked with alternate bars of black 

and white. It is larger and ftronger than the tame Cat, 

and its fur much longer. 

This animal inhabits the moft mountainous and woody 

parts of this iiland, living in trees, and hunting for birds· 

and fmall animals, fuch as rabbits, hares, rats, mice, 

moles, &c. It frequently makes great havock among 

poultry;· will even kill young lambs, kids, and fawns; 

and is the fierceft and moft deftruB:ive beaft of prey in 

this kingdom. . 
It is taken either in traps, or by ihooting. There is 

frequently danger in the latter mode; for if it be only 

flightly wounded, it will attack the perfon who has in­

jured it, and in that cafe is not ea:Gly repelled. 

Wild Cats are found, with very little vari'ety, in almoft 

every climate. They exifted in America before its <lifco­

very by the Europeans. One of them was brought to 
Columbus, 
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Columbus, which was of the ordinary fize, of a brown­
ifh-grey colour, with a long tail.-They are common in 
many places of Afia and Africa. Sparrman gives a de­
fcription of one which he fhot at the Cape, which was in 
every ref peel: fimilar to thofe of this country. It was of 
a grey colour; and meafured, from the nofe to the tail, 
nearly twenty-two inches. The tail was thirteen inches 
long. Its height was about a foot and a half. Its intef­
tines were full of moles and rats. 

Some Wild Cats have been taken in this kingdom of 
a mofl: enormous fize ; we recollecl: one having been 
killed in. the county of Cumberland, which meafured, 
from its nofe to the end of its tail, upwards of five feet. 

The province of Chorazan, in Perfia, is particularly 
famous for a mofl: beautiful Cat, about the fize of the 
tame one, of a fine grey colour, without any mi xture, 
and as foft and fhining as filk. It is darker on the back, 
foftening by degrees towards the breafl: and belly, where 
it is almofl: white. The tail is long, and covered with 
hair, five or fix inches in length. The animal frequent­
ly turns it upon its back, like a fquirrel; the point of it 
refembling a plume of feathers, 

The Cat of Angora differs greatly from the Wild Cat, 
in having much longer hair, ef pecially about the neck, 
where it forms a fine ruff, and gives the creature a Lion­
.like appearance. Some of thefe are of a filvery white­
nefs, and filky texture; others are of a dun colour,. mi.x; ... 
ed with yellow. 
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T H E D O M E S T I c- C A· T 

may be faid to be only a variety of the Wild Cat, the· 

principal difference being in its fize, which is lefs; an<l> 

inftead of being uniformly the fame, is difi:inguiilied by 

an infinite variety of £hades and colouring. 

To defcribe an animal fo vve11 known might feem a 

fuper fluous ta.fk; we fha11 only, therefore, feleB: fuch of 

its peculiarities as are leafi obvious, and n ay have efca­

pecl the notice of inattentive obfervers. 

It is generaily remarked, that Cats can fee in the dark; 

but, though this is not abfolutely the cafe, yet it is cer­

tain that they can -fee with much lefs light than moil: 

other animals, owing to the peculiar firull:ure of their 

eyes, the pupils of which are capable of being contraB:e 

or dilated in proportion to the _degree of light by which 

th y are affeB:ed. The pupil of the Cat, during the day, 

is perpetually contraB:ed; and it is ith difficulty that it 

can fee by a {hong light: But in the twilight, the pupil 

refumes 
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i"efumes its natural roundnefs, the animal enjoys perfect 
vifion, and takes advantage of this fuperiority to difcover 
rand furprize its prey. 

The cry of the Cat is loud, piercing, and clamorous; 
and whether expreffive of anger or of love, is equally vi­
olent and hideous. Its call may be heard at a great dif~ 
tance; and is fo well known to the whole fraternity, 
that on fome occafions feveral hundred Cats have been 
brought together from different parts. Invited by thct 
piercing cries of diftrefs from a fuffering fellow-creature, 
they a£femble in crowds; and, with loud fqualls ancl 
yells, exprefs their horrid fympathies. They frequently 
tear the miferable object to pieces ; and, with the mofi: 
blind and furious rage, fall upon each other, killing and 
wounding indifcriminately, till there is fcarcely one left. 
Thefe terrible conflitts happen only in the night; and, 
though very rare, inftances of very furious ones are well 
authenticated. 

The Cat is particularly averfe to water, cold, and 
bad fmells. It is fond of certain perfumes ; but is more 
particularly attracted by the fmell of valerian, marum., ' 
and cat-mint. It rubs itfelf againft them ; and, if not 
prevented from coming at them in a garden where they 
are planted, would infallibly deftroy them. 

The Cat brings forth twice, and fom etimes thrice, a 
year. The period of her geftation is fifty-five or fifty-fix 
days; and fhe generally produces five or fix at one litter. 
She conceals her kittens from the male~ left he fhould 
devour them, as he is fometimes inclined; and, if appre­
henfive of being difturbed, will t ake them up in her 
mouth, and remove them one by one te a more fecure 
retreat. Even the fem ale herfelf, contrary to the efl:a ... 

N bliihed 
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bli{hed law of Nature, which binds the parent to its off­
fpring by an almoft indiifoluble tie, is fometimes known 
to eat her own young the moment after :fhe has produced 
them. 

Though extremely ufeful in deftroying the vermin that 
infeft our houfes, the Cat feems little attached to the 
perfons of thofe that afford it protell:ion.- It feems to be 
under no f ubjell:ion, and all:s only for itfelf: All its 
views are confined to the place where it has been brought 
up ; if carried elfewhere, it feems loft and bewildered~ 
Neither careifes nor attention can reconcile it to its new 
fituation; and it frecquently takes the firft opportunity of 
efcaping to its former haunts. Frequent inftances are in 
our recollection, of Cat& having returned to the place 

• from whence they had been carried, though at many 
miles diftance, and even acrofs rivers, when they could 
not poffibly have any knowledge of the road or fituation 
that ~ould apparently lead them to it.-This extraordi­
nary faculty is, however, po!feffed in a much greatei; de­
gree by Dogs; yet it is in both animals equally wonder­
ful and unaccountable. 

In the time of Hoel the Good, king of Wales, who 
died in the y€ar 948, laws were made as well to pre~ 
{erve, as to fix the different prices of animals; among 
which the Cat was included,. as. being at that period of 
great importance, on account of its- fcarcity and utility. 
The price of a kitten before it could f.ee was fixed at one 
penny; till proof could be given of its having caught a 
moufe., two-pence; after which it was rated at four­
pence, which was a great furn in thofe days, when the 
value of fpecie was. extremely high. It was likewife re­
quired, that it fuoul.d be perfelt in its fenfes of hearing 

and 
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find feeing, ihould be a good moufer, have its claws 
whole, and, if a female, be a careful nurfe : If it failed 
in any of thefe good qualities, the feller was to forfe it to 
tJie buyer the third part of its value.-If any one !hould 
fteal or kill the Cat that guarded the Prince's granary, he 
was either to forfeit a milch ewe, her fleece, and lamb, 
or as much wheat as, when poured on the Cat fuf pended 
by its tail, (its head touching the floor) would form a 
heap high enough to cover the tip of the former.­
F'rom hence we may conclude, that Cats we re not ori­
ginally natives of thefe iflands; and, from the great care 
taken to improve and preferve the breed of this proli fi c 
creature, we may fuppofe were but little known at that 
period.-Whatever credit we may allow to the circum­
ftances of the well~known ftory of Whittington and his 
Cat, it is another proof of the great value fet upon this 
animal in former t imes. 

N2 THE 

., 
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T H E L Y N X 

dmers· greatly from every animal of the Cat kind we 
have hitherto defcribed. Its. ears are long and erelr, 
tufted at the end with long black hairs, by which this· 
fpecies of animals is peculiarly difi:inguifhed: The hair 
on the body is long and foft, . of a red-afh colour, marked 

with dufky fpots, which differ according to the. age of 
the creature; fometimes they are fcarcely viGble: Its 
legs and feet are very thick and fl:rong; its tail fhort,. 
and black at the extremity; its eyes are of a pale-yellow 
colour; and its afpeel: fofter and lefs ferocious t:han that 
of the Panther or the Ounce. The £kin of the male is 
more fpotted than that of the female. 

'I'he fur of this creature is valuable for its foftnefs ancf. 
warmth; and is imported in great quantities from Ame­
rica and the North of Europe. The farther North they 
are taken, the whiter they are, and the fpots more dif ... 
tinll:. The moft efegant of thofe is called the Irbys; and· 
is taken near lake Balkafh,. i.n Ufbec Tartary. Its £kin 

fells-
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fells in that country for one pound fierling.-The colour 
of its hair changes with the climate and the feafon: The 
winter furs are richer and more beautiful than thofe 
taken in fummer. 

The Lynx is faid to be very long-lived, is a very de­
ftruB:ive animal, lives by hunting, and purfues its prey 
to the tops of the higheft trees. It feeds on W eafels, 
Ermines, Squirrels, &c. which are unable to efcape it. 
It watches the approach of the Fallow-deer, Hare, and 
other animals; and dar.ts upon them from the branches 
.of trees, where it lies concealed; feizes the animals by 
.the thr.oat, and drinks their blood; after which, it aban­
-d-0ns them, and goes in queft of frefh game.-Its fight is 
remarkably quick; and it fees its prey at a great diftance. 
-It of ten eats no more of a Sheep or a Goat than the 
brain, · the liver, and the inteftines. It will fometimes 
dig under the doors to gain admiffion into the fheepfold • 
.-When attlcked by a Dog, it lies down on its back, 
£trikes defperately with its clav,rs, and frequently obliges 
its a:ffailant to retreat. 

Although the Lynx has nothing in common with the 
Wolf, it has been di!l:inguifhed by the name of Lupus­
Cervariv.s, or the Stag-Wolf Its manne r of howling is 
fim ilar to that of the Wolf; and when heard at a di1:. 
tance, is not eaoly diftinguifhed from the cry of that ani­
mal. The epithet cervarius has been added, becaufe its 
fkin is variegated with f pots like that of a young Stag. 

A variety of this animal is found in the inner parts of 
~he province of New York. It is called the Bay Ly11x, 
and is about twice th~ G,:e of a large Cat. Its hair is 
{hort and fmooth; its general colour is a bright-bay, ob­
fr;u~ely markec! with du:fky fpots; on its face there are 

N 3 blclck 
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black ftripes, pointing downward towards the nofe; on 
each fide of the upper lip it has three rows of fmall black 
fpots, with long whifkers iffuing from them; each cheek 

is marked with long black ftripes, of a circular form, 
proceeding from the corners of the eyes; the under part 
of the body, and infides of the legs, are white; the in-9 
fide of each fore leg is marked on the upper part with 
two black bars; its tail, which is fhort, is marked with 
bars of a dufky colour, and at the end with one of ~ 
deep-black; the tip and under fide are white. 

The Lynxes of our days muft be very different ani­
mals from thofe which have been defcribed by poets as 
drawing the chariot of Bacchus; for, befide the imprac­
ticability of training thefe animal~ to the yoke, we find, 
that the Lynx is not an inhabitant of India, or of any of 
the warmer countries of Afia conquered by that hero. 
It prefers cold to even temperate climates; and is com~ 
man in the forefts of the northern parts of Europe, Afia_,, 
and America. 

The ancients feem to h,we given the name of Lynx to 
an animal which exif!:ed only in imagination, and may 
pe ranked with their other iqeal monfters and prodigie~ 
-the Sphynx, the Pegafus, and the Unicorn.-Its figh t 
was faid to penetrate the moft opaque bodies, and it& 
µri ne tq ~e co11vert~d-in~o a .precious ftone! 



HISTORY OF Q_UADRUPEDS. 199 

THE CARACAL 

refembles the Lynx in fize, figure, and ·afpelr, as well 

as in having its ears tipt with a pencil of black hairs.--It 

differs from the !aft-mentioned animal i1; not being fpot­

ted; its hair is rougher, and of a pale reddifh-brown; 

its tail is longer, and of an uniform colour; its face is 

more lengthened, its look more fierce, and its nature 

'3,nd dif pofition more favage. 

This animal is found only in warm climates; and is 

common in Perfia, India, Barbary, and in all the coun­

·tries inhabited by the Lion, the Panther, and the Ounce. 

-It is called in Perfia the Syah-Gujh; and in the Turk­

ifh language, the Karrah-Kulak: Both thefe names fig.­

nify the Cat with black Ears.-It is faid to follow the 

Lion, and to fce<l on the remains which that animal 

leaves of his prey; for which reafon it is called amqng 

tl1:e Ar;bs the Lion's Guide. 

The Caracal is about the fize of a Fox; but much 

,N 4 ftronger, 
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ftronger, and more ferocious. It has been known to at­
tack a Hound, and inftantly tear it to pieces. 

This animal is extremely difficult to tame; but when 
taken young, and reared with great caution, it may be 
trained to the chafe. 

It is ufed in purfuing the fmaller fort of animals, in 
which it is very fuccefsful; but it is active only in the 
purfuit of animals that are too feeble for refiftance, or­
too timid to exert their powers. Whenever it meets 
with one that is fuperior to it in ftrength, it lofes its 
courage, and gives up the chafe.-It is likewife eµ1ploy­
ed in catching birds; fuch as cranes, pelicans, peacocks, 
&c. ; which it furprifes with fingular addrefs. When it 
has feized its prey, it holds it faft in its mouth, and lies 
upon it for fome ti~e quite motionlefs. 

There are fome varieties in this animal. The face of 
the Nubian Cara cal is rounder; the ears black on the 
outfide, tnterf perfed with fil:ver-coloured hairs; on the 
~reaft, belly, and infides of the thighs, there are fmall 
bright-yellow fpots; and it has the mule crofs on the 
withers, like moft of the Barbary Caracals.-In Lybia, 
there are Caracals with white ears, tufted at the end 
with thin black hairs; they have white tails, the extre­
mities of which are furrounded with four black rings; 
and on the hind part of each leg, there are four black 
fpots. They are fmaller than the other Caracals., not 

xceedin.g the fize of a domeftic Cat. 
\Ve have now gone through all the principal varieties 

which conftitute this numerous race; in all of which, as 
J_-ias been already obferved, from the Lion to the com­
mon Cat, we may perceive a ftriking fimilitude in difpo­
~t i011, form, and m~nners. This agreement is likewife 

obfervable 
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obfervable in their internal conformation, which is fl::ill 

more exacl::,-in the :fhortnefs of their intefl::ines, the 

:fharpnefs and number of their teeth, and in the ftrull:ure 

of their feet and claws. They are all equa11y carnivo­

rous; and tear, rather than chew their meat. They eat 

flowly; and growl whilfl:: they feed, as if afraid of lofing 

their prey. They are all cowardly, and feldom make 

a n attack but where conquefl:: is certain. 

Animals of this race may be confidered as the mofi: 

formidable enemies of mankind. There are others more 

powerful; but their difpofitions are milder; and they fel­

dom offend till they find themfelves injured: Others are 

more numerous; bµt they are weaker, and find their 

fafety not in oppofing, qut in flyin g fro1n man . The fe 

are the only quadrupeds that in any degree make good 

their ground againfl:: him, and maintain a kind of divided 

fway over many fair and fert ile t racts, that feem, in 

other refpecl::s, formed for the comfort an~ convenienc~ 

fj>[ [ocial life. 

A N I MAL S 
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ANIMALS OF THE WEASEL KlND. 

T HESE Jittle, altive, and enterprizing animals are 
particulcirly diftinguifhed from other carnivorous 

kinds, by the length and flendernefs of their bodies, 
which are admirably adapted to their manner of living, 
and methods of taking their prey. They are fo fmall 
and flexible, as to wind like worms into very fmall cre­
vices and openings; whither they eafily follow the little 
animals that ferve them for food. 

All the animals of this kind are furnifhed with fmalI 
glands, place°: near the anus, from which an unltuous 
matter continually exudes: The effluvia of it is ex­
tremely offenfive_ in the Polecat, ferret, Weafel, Badger, 
&c; but in the Civet Cat, Martin; and Pine Weafel, it 
is an agreeable perfume. They are all equally marked 
for rapine and cruelty: They fubGft only by theft; and 
find their chief proteltion in their minutenefs. They 
are all, from the ihortnefs of their legs, flow in purfuit; 
and make up that deficiency by patience, affiduity, and 
cunning.-As their prey is precarious, they can live a 

long time without food. Vlhen they fall in with plen~y, 
they immediately kill every thing within their reach be­
fore they begin to fatisf y their appetite; and always fuck 
the blood of every animal they kill, before they eat any 

/ 

of its fleih. 

Thefe are. the principal peculiarities common to this 
kind; all the fpec ies of which have fo il:riking a refem­
blance to each other, that having feen one, we may form 
a very juft idea of all the reft. 

The mofl: obvious differen ce confi.fts in their fize. We 
fhall therefore begin with the fmallefi: of this numerous 

tlafs, and proceed gradually upwards to the largefi. 

Ta~ 
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T H E W E A S E L. 

T HE length of this anim;i.l does not exceed feven 
inches, from the nofe to the tail ; which is only 

two inches and a half long, ~nd ends in a point: Its 

height is not above two inches and a half; fo that it is 

nearly five t~mes as long as it is high. 

The moft prevailing colour of the Weafel is a pale 

reddiili-brown on the back, fides, and legs; the throat 

and belly are white; beneath the corners of the mouth, 

on each jaw, is a fpot of brown. It has whi!kerii like a 

Cat; its ears are large, and have a fold at the lower 

part, that gives them the appearance of being double; 

its eyes are fmall, round, and black; its teeth are thirty­

two in number, and extremely £harp. 

The . Weafel is very common, and well known in moil 

pat1-s of this country; is very defl:rultive to young birds, 

pouh·y, rabbits, &c.; and is a keen devourer of eggs, 

which \t fucks with great avidity. It will follow a Hare, 

which isterrified into a fiate of abfolute imbecility at the 

fight of tlis little animal, and gives itfelf up to it with-

ou · 
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out refiftance, making -at the fame time the moft piteous 
outcries. 

The bite of the Weafel is generally fatal. It feizes its 
prey near the head, and fixes its £harp teeth into a vital 
part. A Hare, Rabbit, or any other fmall animal, bit 
in this manner, is never known to recover; but lingers 
for fome time, and dies. The wound is fo fmaH, that 
the place where the teeth enter can fcarcely be perceived. 
-It is remarkably altive; and will nm up the fides of a 
wall with fuch facility, that no place is frcure from it. 

This creature is a friend to the farmer, and much en­
couraged by him. During winter, it frequents his barns, 
out-houfes, and graparies; which it effeltually clears of 
Rat-> aml .rrih.,c. It 1s, indeed, a ruurc de~rlly enerp.y to 
them than even the Cat itfelf; for, being more altive 
and !lender, jt purfues them i-nto their holes, and kills 
them after a fhort refiftance. It creeps alfo into pigeon 
holes, and deftroys the young ones ; catches f parrows, 
and all kinds of fmall birds; and when it has brought 
forth its young, it hunts with ftill greater boldnefs and 
avidity.-In fummer, it ventures at a diil:ance from its 
ufual haunts; is frequently found by the fid~ of waters, 
near corn-rpills; and is almofl: fure to follow wherever a 
f warm of Rats has taken po:ffeffion of any place. 

The evening is the time when. this animal begins its ' 
depredations. Towards the cJofe of the d~y , it may fre­
quently be feen ftealing from its hole, and creeping al:vut 
the farmer's yard in fearch of its prey. If it entff the 
place where poultry are kept, it feldom attacks th-; cocks 
or the old hens, but always aims at the young ~nes. It 
does not eat its prey on the fpot where it h<1-> killed it? 
but, where it is not too large, carries it avay to its re-

treat t 
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treat. It alfo breaks and fucks all the eggs it can meet 
with; and, not unfrequently, kills the hen that attempts 
to defend them. 

The , Weafel is a wild and untraB:able little animal: 
When kept in a cage for the purpofe of amufement or 
infpeB:ion, it feems in a continual ftate of agitation, is 
terrified at the fight of every perfon that approaches to 
look at it, and hides itfelf in the wool or hay which is 
given to it for that purpofe. 

It conveys all its food to its hiding-place; and will not 
touch it till it begin to putrefy. It paffes the greatefl: 
part of the day in ileeping; and ufually employs the 
night in exercife and eating. 

The female brings forth in the fpring, artd generally 
produces four or five at one litter. She prepares a bed 
for them of {haw, leaves, and mofs. The young are 
brought forth blind ; but very foon acquire ftrength 
enough to follow their dam, and affift in her excur.Gons. 
They will attack ferpents, water-rats, moles, field-mice, 
&c.: They overrun the meadows; and frequently kill 
the partridges, and fuck their eggs. 

The motion of the Weafel confifl:s of unequal and pre­
cipitant leaps; and in climbing a tree, it makes a confi-­
derable fpring of fotne feet from the ground. It jumps 
in the fame , manner upon its prey; and being extremely 
limber, evades the attempts of much ihonger animals to 
feize it.-We are told, that an eagle having feized a 
Weafel, mounted into the air with it; and was foon af­
ter obferved to be in great difirefs. Its little enemy had 
extricated itfelf fo far, as to be_ able to bite it feverely in 
the throat; which prefently bro ught the eagle to the 
ground, and gave the W eafel an opportunity of efca­
pmg. 

Notwith-
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Notwithftanding , the wildnefs of this animal's nature.I) 
there are not wanting inftances to prove, that it is capa .. 
ble of being thoroughly tamed. M. Buffon, who affert .. 
ed the impoffibility of bringing the Weafel into any de­
gree of fubjell:ion, is afterwards correll:ed by a lady; 
who aifures him, that £he had tried the experiment upon 
a young W eafel taken in her garden; which foon learned 
to recognize and lick ~he hand from which it received its 
food, and became as familiar, careffing, and frolicfome, 
as a Dog or a Squirrel.-The fame author mentions ano­
ther experiment made by a gentleman, who trained a 
young W eafel fo completely; ~hat the animal followed 
him wherever he went.--The method of taming them 

- is to {hoke them gently over the back; and to threaten, 
and even to beat them, when they bite. 

Thefe faas may ferve to £hew the poffibility of ren­
dering this animal domeftic; and hold out a ufeful hint 
to us, that its fervices might be very great in clear~ng 
£hips, granaries, and other places, from the vermin with 
which they are frequently infefted: For it is very well 
known, that one of thefe animals will kill more Rats 
and Mice than any Cat, being better able to purfue them 
into their holes and lurking-places. 

The odour of the Weafel is very fl:rong, ef pecially in 
the. fummer time, or when it is irritated or purfued; it 
is then intolerable, and may be f melt at fome diftance. 

The following circumftance, related by Buffon, will 
ihew, that this animal qas a natural attachment to every 
thing that is corrupt :-A W eafel was taken in his neigh ... 
bourhood, with three young ones, out of the carcafe of a 
Wolf that had been hung on a tree by the hind feet .. 
The Wolf was almofl: entirely putrefied; and the W eafel 

had 
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had made a neft of leaves and herbage for her you ng in 
the thorax of the putrid carcafe. 

T H E S T O A T. 

The difference m ihape between this animal and the 
Weafel is fo fmall, that they have frequentl y bee t1 de­
fcribed under the fame denomination; the fm a11 Stoa t 
being fometirrtes mifiaken for a Weafel.-The leng th of 
the former is about ten inches ; the tail fi ve inches and 
a half, very hairy, and ti-pt with black at the end; the 
e<lges of the ears, and the en<ls of the toes, are of a 

yellowifh-white: In other refpecl: s, it perfectly refem­
bles the W eaf el in colour as well as form. 

In the mofi northern parts of Eur.ope, this animal re­
gularly changes its <;:olour in winter, and becomes per0 

fellly white; except the end of the tail, which remains 
invariably black. It is then called the E rmine ; and is 
much fought after fo-r its valuable fur, which makes a 

con fi cl era ble 
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conGderable article of commerce in Norway, Lapland, 

Ruffia, and other cold countries; where they are found 

in prodigious numbers. They are alfo very common in 

Kamtfchatka and Siberia, where they are taken in traps 

baited with fle!h. The Ikins are fold in the country for' 

from two to three pounds fterling per hundred.-ln Nor-­

way, they are either !hot with blunt arrows, or taken irr 

traps made of two flat ftones, one being propped up with 

a flick, to which is faftened a baited firing; and as foon 

as the animal begins to nibble, the ftone falls down, and 

cru!hes it to death.-----The Stoat is likewife found white in 

the winter time in Great-Britain, and is then erroneou!ly 

called a W:hite We,,afel. Its fur, however, among us, is 

of little value, having neither the thicknefs, the dofenefs, 

nor the whitenefs, of thofe which come from Siberia. 

One of thefe animals, that we had in our poffeffion, 

had entirely affumed its winter robe; but with a confi-­

derable mixture of yellow, ef pecially on the top of the 

head and back.-They begin to change from brown to 

white in November, and refome their fummer vefiure in 

March. 
The natural hiftory of this ani_mal is much the fame 

with that of the Weafel; its food being young birds., 

rabbits, mice, &c.; its- agility the fame; and its fcent 

equally fetid. 

THE 
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T H E F E R R E T. 

This animal is only known to us in a kind of domeftic 
flate. It is origina11y a native of Africa; from whence, 
according to Strabo, it was brought into Spain ; and, 
from its known enmity to the Rabbit, was made ufe of 
to reduce the numbers of them with which that kingdom 
abounded. It has fince been employed for the fame pur­
pofe in various parts of Europe; but as it is not able to 
bear the feverity of a cold climate, it cannot fubfift with­
out great care and fhelter. It is ufually kept in a box, 
with wool; of which it makes itfelf a warm bed. It 
fleeps a great part of the day; and the moment it a­
wakes, feems eag~r for its food, which is commonly 
bread and milk. 

The Ferret breeds twice a year. The female goes fix 
weeks with young. Some of them devour their offspring 
as foon as they are brought forth ; when they immediate­
ly cot?e in feafon again, and have th~ee litters, which 
generally confifl: of five or fix, but fometimes feven or 
eight, and even nine.-It is apt to degenerate in this 

0 country, 

,, 
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country, and lofe in fome degree its ferocity. Warren.,;' 
ers are therefore obliged to procure an intercourfe be .... 
tween the female and the Foumart. The pro.duce is a 
breed of a much darker colour than the Ferret, partaking 
mo-re of that of the Foumart. 

The length of this animal is about fourteen inches; 
that of the tail five; its nofe i~ :fharper than that of the 
Weafel or the Foumart; its ears are round; and its eyes 
red and fiery: The colour of the whole body is a very 
pale-yellow. 

The Ferret is naturally fuch an enemy to the Rabbit, 
that if a dead Rabbit be laid before a young Ferret, it 
inftantly feizes upon it, although it has never feen one 
before. If a living Ra·bbit be prefented- to it, the Ferret 
is frill more eager, feizes it by the neck, winds itfelJ 
round it, and continues to fuck its blood till it be fa­
tiated.-When employed in the bufinefs of the warren, 
it muft be muzzled, that it may not kill the Rabbits in 
their holes; but only oblige them to come out, that the 
warrener may catch them in his nets. If the Ferret be 
fuifered to go in without a muzzle, or ihould difengage 
itfelf from it whilft in the hole, there is great danger of 
lofing it; for after fatisfying itfelf with blood, it falls 
afleep, and it is then almofl impoffible to come at it.­
The rnoft ufual methods of recovering the Ferret are, by 
digging it out, or fmoking the hole. If thefe do not 
fucceed, it continues during the fummer among the R ab­
bit holes, and lives upon the prey it finds there ; but 
being unable to endure the cold of the winter, is fore to 
peri:fh. 

The Ferret, though eafily tamed, is foon irritated.­
I ts odour is fetid ; its nature voracious; it is tame with .. 

out 
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out attachment; and fuch is its appetite for blood, that 
it has been known to attack and kill children in the cra­
dle.-When angry, it is apt to bite; and the wound is 
difficult to cure. 

The Madagafcar Weafel, or Van.fire of M. Buffon, may 
be referred to this fpecies; to which its fize and form 
are ftrikingl y fimilar. It is about fourteen inches in 
length: The hair is of a dark-brown colour, mixed with 
black: It differs frnm the Ferret in the number of its 
grinding teeth, which amount to twelve; whereas, in the 
Ferret, there are but eight: The tail is longer than that 
of the Ferret, and better furnifhed with hair. 

The fame author mentions another animal of this f pe­
cies under the name of the Nems, which is a native of 
Arabia. It , refembles our Ferret in every thing but the 
colour, which is that of a dark-brown mixed with white; 

/ 

the belly is of a bright-yellow colour, without any mix-
ture; the prevailing colour on the head and round the 
eyes is a clear yellow; on the nofe, cheeks, and other 
parts of the face where the hair is fhort, a tincture of 
brnwn more or lefs prevails, and terminates gradually 
above the eyes; the legs are cove.red with fhort hair, of 
a deep-yellow colour; on each foot there are four toes, 
and a fmall one behind; the claws are fma·n and black; 
the tail, which is more than double the length of that of 
our Ferret, is very thick at its origin, terminates in a 

point, and is covered with long hair, fimilar to that on 
the body. 

0 2, 
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THE F O U M A R T, 
fo called from its offeniive fmell, as well as to difi:ingui{h 
it from the Martin, to which it bears a fl:rong refem­
blance: It i& likewife called the Polecat or Fitchet, and is 
the Putois of M. Buffon, and the Putorius of Ray. ' 

The length of this animal is about feventeen inches, 
exclufive of the tail, which is fix inches long; the ears 
are :fhort, broad, and tipt with white on their edges; it 
is white about the mouth; the refi: of the body is for the 
moft part of a deep-chocolate colour; the fides are co­
vered with hairs of two colours, the ends being dark like 
the refi: of the body, and the middle of a full-tawny co­
lour. 

The :fhape of this animal, like all others of this genus, 
is long and ilender, the nofe fharp-pointed, and the legs 
fhort; the toes are long, and the claws fharp. It is m 
every refpecr admirably formed for that peculiar mode of 
life affigned to it by the all-wife Author of Nature. 

It is a very acrive and nimble little animal, runs very 
faft, 
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fafi:, and wiJl creep up the fides of walls with great agi­
lity. In running, its belly feems to touch the ground; 
in preparing to jump, it arches its back, and makes its 
f pring with great force. 

It is very deftrultive to poultry, pigeons, and young 
game of all kinds: It makes great havock amongft Rab­
bits; and its thirfi: for blood is fo great, that it kills ma­
ny more than it can eat. One or two of thefe animals 
will almoft deftroy a whole warren.-It generally refides 
in woods or thick brakes; where it burrows under 
ground, forming a £hallow retreat about two yards in 
length, which commonly ends among the roots of trees. 

In the winter feafon, this creature frequents houfes, 
barns, &c. feeding on poultry, eggs, and fometimes milk: 
But it has another mode of procuring fub!iftence, which 
has hi'therto efcaped the obferv;ition of the naturalift; 
and which, though fingular, we can vouch for the truth 
of :-During a fevere ftorm, one of thefe animals was 
traced in the fnow from the fide of a rivulet to its hole, 
at fome diftance from it: As it was obferved to have 
made frequent trips1 and as other marks were to be feen 
in the fnow which could not eafily be accounted for, it 
was thought ~ matter worthy of more diligent enquiry: 
Its hole was accordingly examined, the Foumart taken, 
and eleven fine eels were difcovered to be the fruits of 
this curious little animal's nocturnal excurfions. The 
marks in the fnow were found to have been made by 
the motion of the eels in tpe creature's mouth. 

From the above curious circumftance, we have given 
a reprefentation of this animal (which was drawn from 
the life) in poffeffion of this Gngular booty.-It may be 
matter of curious inveftigation fQr forne fl.\ tun; naturalifl: 

0 3 to. 
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to enquire by what arts this wily animal finds a booty fo 
apparently difficult to attain: Whether by plunging in, 
and dragging it from its receffos at the bottoms of rivers ; 
or in the more fecure method of taking advantage of the 
labours of others, and robbing the Otter of its ftores. 

In attending to the inftinltive faculties of animals, 
there is room for deep and diligent enquiry; and, though 
our progrefs is liable to many interruptions, it is a de­
lightful taik to follow the workings of Nature through all 
her intricate and curious windings: Every ftep we gain 
is a fufficient reward for our trouble, and leads us to 
admire the wifdom and goodnefs of that Dif penfation 
which furniihes every creature with fufficient and ample 
powers to adminifter to all its wants, neceffities, and 
comforts. 

The female Foumart brings forth in the fummer, ge­
nerally five or fix at a time. She fuckles them but a 
iliort time, and accuftoms them efl.rly to live upon blood 
and eggs. 

Though the f mell of this animal is rank and difagreea­
bJe even to a proverb, yet the £kin is dreft with the hair 
on, and ufed as other furs, without retaining its offen­
five odour. 

The Foumart is a very fierce and bold little creature: 
When attacked by a Dog, it will defend itfelf with great 
fpirit, attack in its turn, and faften upon the nofe of it& 
enem y with fo keen a bite, as frequently to oblige hirq 
tr. clefift. 

THE 
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THE PINE WEASEL, OR YELLOW-

B .REASTED MARTIN, 

inhabits the North of Europe, Afia, and America: It is 

likewife found in Great-Britain, but is no.t numerous 

there.-. It liv.es chiefly in large forefls; efpecially where 

the pine tree abounds, of the top& of which it 1s very 

fo nd. 
North-America abounds with thefe animals. Prodi-

gious numbers of their {kins are annuaily imported from 

thence. Above thirty thoufand ikins have been brought 

over from Canada in one year, and. from Hudfon's Bay 

nearly fifteen thoufand in the fam e time. . 

The principal difference between the Pine Weafel and 

the Martin is in the colour. The breafl of the former is 

yellow; the colour of the body much darker; and the; 

fur, in general, greatly fuperior in finenefs, beauty, and 

yal~e. 

0 4 THE 
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T H E MARTIN 
is much more common m this country than the Pin<! 
Weafel.-It lives wholly in '11:oods, anq breeds in tho 
hollows of trees. It produces from four to fix young 
ones at a time. 

This animal is the moft beautiful of all the W eafel 
kind. Its head is fmall, and elegantly formed; its eyes 
are lively; and its motions quick and graceful-When 
taken young, it is eaGly tamed, extremely playful, and 
good-humoured. Its attachme~t, however, is not to be 
depended upon. It readily takes advantage of the firft 
opportunity to regain its liberty, and retire to the woods., 
its natural haunts. 

The food of the Martin is much the fame with other 
~nimals of its kind. It makes ince:ffant war with Ratsl) 
Mice, and other vermin : Poultry, game, and fmall birds; 
are its conftant prey: It fee4s alfo on grain, and is ex­
tr~mely fond of honey. 

M. Buffon tells us of one of thefe animals that he had ' ' . tamed, which, he remarks, drank frequently. It fome-
times flept two days fucceffively, and at other times 
would conqnue awake as long. In preparing itfelf for 
fleep, it folded itfe_lf up in a round form, and covered its 
head with its tail. Whe:µ awake, its motions were fo vi­
plent, fo conftant, and fo troublefome, that it was ne. 
ceffary to keep it chained. From the flexibility of its 
~ody, it eafily eluded its fetters; apd, after returning 
once or twice, at lafl: abfented itfelf entirely. 

The M ar~in is about eighteen inches long; the tail is 
ten, and foil of hair, efpecially towards the end, which 
is thi~),{ and bu!h y; the ears are broad, rounded, and 

open\ 
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open; the body is covered with a thick fur, of a dark­
brown colour; the head is brown, mixed with red; the 
throat and breaft are white; the belly is of the fame co­
lour with the back, hut a little paler; the feet are broad, 
and covered on the under fide with a thick fur; the 

claws white, large, and iharp, well adapted for climbing 
trees, which in this country are its conftant refidence. 

The ikin and excrements of this animal have an agree­

able mufky fcent, and are entirely free from ·that rank­
nefs which is fo difgu'fi:ing in other animals of this kind. 

Its fur is valuable, and jn high eftimation. 

TH ·~ S A B L E. 

This little animal, fo highly efleemed for its fkin, is a 

native of the fnowy regions of the North, being found 
~hiefly in $iberia, Kamtfchatka, and fome of the ifiand~ 

~hich lie betw~en that co~ntry and Japan; and ~ few 
are alfo founc;l in Lapland. 

The darkeft furs · are th~ Inoft valuable~ A fingle fkin., 

though not above four inches broad, is fometimes va­
lued as high as fifteen pounds. The fable differs from 

all othe1:1 furs in this, that the hair turns with equal eafe. 
to either fide. 

The' 
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The Sable refembles the Martin in form, and is about 
the fame uze.-It lives in holes in the earth, by the 
banks of rivers, and under the roots of trees. It makes 
its neft of mofs, fmall twigs, and grafs.-The female 
brings forth in the fpring, and produces from three to 
five at one time.-Sometimes, like the Martin, it form s 
its neft in the hollow of a tree. 

This animal is very lively and active, and will leap 
with great agility from tree to tree, in purfuit of fmall 
birds, woodcocks, fquirrels, &c. It likewife lives upon 
rats, fi:fhes, pine tops, and wild fruits. 

It is affirmeq. by naturalifts, that the Sable is not a­
verfe to the water; and, from the finenefrl and clofenefs 
of its fur, there is great reafon to fuppofe that it is much 
accuftomed to that element; from which it alfo derives 
a part of its fubfiftence: And as a farther proof that this 
animal is in forne degree amphibious, we are told by tra­
vellers *, that ·it is very numerous in fmall iflands, where 
the hunters go in queft of them.-It is mentioned by 
Ariftotle as a water animal, and is defcribed by him un­
der the name of Satherius. 

The hunting of the Sables is chiefly carried on by cri­
minals confined to the d~fert regions of Siberia, or by 
foldiers fen t thither· for that purpof e, who generally reo 
main there feveral years. Both are obliged to furni:fh a 
~ertain quantity of furs. They {hoot with a fingle ball, 
to injure the £kin as little as poflible. They frequently 
take them in traps, or kill them with blunt arrows.-As 
an encouragement to the hunters, they are allowed to 
fl.1are among themfelves whatever {kins they tak~ above;; 

'/1: Avril':; Travds, p. l40o 

the 
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the allotted number; and this, in a few years, amounts 
to a confiderable premium.-The hunters form them­

felves into fmall troops, each of which is directed by a 

leader of their own chufing. 
The feafon of hunting is from November to February; 

for at that time the Sables are in the higheft perfeB:ion : 

Thofe caught at any other time of the year are full of 
fhort hairs, and are fold at inferior prices. The befl: 
£kins are fuch as have only_ long hair, which is always 
black, and of a gloff y brightnefs. Old furs do not re­
tain their glofs.-Both the Ruffians and Chinefe have a 

method of dying their furs; but the dyed fables are eafi­

Iy difcovered, having neither the fmoothnefs nor the 
brightnefs of the natural hair. 

. The bellies of Sables, which are fold in pairs, are 
ab9ut two fingers in breadth, and are tied together in 

bundles of forty pieces, which are fold at from one to 
two pounds il:erling. The tails are fold by the hundred, 
from four to eight pounds,. 

There are infl:ances of Sables being found of a fnowy 

whitenefs; but they are rare, and bought pnly as curi­

ofi ties. 
T he hunters of this animal are frequently obliged to 

endure the utmoft extremity of cold and hunger in the 

purfuit of their booty. They pe_netrate deep into im­
menfe :w oods, where they have no other method of find­
ing their way back but by marking the trees as they ad­

vance : If th is fhould by any means fail them, the y are 

inevitably lofl:. They fometimes trace th~ Sables on the 
new-fallen fnow to their holes, place their ne ts at the 
entrance, and wait frequently two or three days before 

he animal comes' out.-It has happened, by the f~ ilure 

of 
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of their provifions, that thef e poor wretches have bee a 
reduced to the neceffity of tying thin boards tight to 
their ftomachs to prevent the cravings of appetite-Such , 
are the hardfhips our fellow-creatures undergo to fupply 
the wants of the; vain and luxuriant! 

An animal, fimilar to the Sable, is mentioned by Mr 
Pennant under the name of the Fijher. It is found iu 
North-Ameriq.; and, by the number of its fkins im­
ported, muft be very D"ij,merous there, nearly fix hun­
pred of them having been brought in one feafon from 
New-York and Penfylvania. The hair on the body is 
moftly black; the fides brown; the ears are broad and 
round, dufky on their outfides, and edged with white ; 
the face and £ides of, tL.e neck pale-brown1 mixed with 
black; the feet are very broad, and covered with hair, 
even on their foles ; the tail is full an<! bu{hy; the length 
of the animal, from nofe to tail? is t\yenty-eight inches; 
the tail feventeen. 

' -~":::;;;;;~.;;~~:::~~:: <-~~ 
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T H E I C H N E U M O N. 

This animal, in Egypt, is domeftic, like the Cat; and 
is retained by the natives for the fame ufeful purpofes of 
clearing their houf es of Rats and Mice.-\Vith all the 

ftrength 
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frrength and agility of the Cat, it h.is a more general 
appetite for carnag). It attacks, without dread, the 
mofr. deadly ferpents, and preys on every noxious rep­
tile of the torrid zone, which it feizes and kills with 
great avidity.-It is faid, that when this animal is 
wounded by a ferpent, and begins to feel the effelt of 
the poifon, it immediately has recourfe to a certain root, 
which the Indians call after its name, and aifert that it 
is an antidote for the bite of any venomous reptile. 

The Ichneumon is the moft formidable enemy of the 
crocodile: It deftroys its eggs, which it digs out of the 
fand, where they are laid to hatch by the heat of the fun; 
and kills great numbers of the young crocodiles foon af­
ter their produltion, befor;e they are able to reach the 
water. It was for this reafon that the ancient Egyptians 
wodhipped this animal, and ranked the Ichneumon a­
mongfl: thofe deities that were moft propitious to them. 

Thefe animals, in their domefl:ic fl.ate, are perfell:Iy 
tame and gentle. M. d'Obfonville fpeaks of one which 
he reared from a young one. It became tamer than a 
Cat, was obedient to the call of its mafler, and followed 

·, him wherever he went. One day he brought a fmall 
water-ferpent alive, being defirous to know how far its 
inftinlt would carry it againft a being with whom it was 
hitherto entirely unacquainted. Its firft emotion feemed 
to be afioniiliment mixed with anger: Its hair became 
erelt: In an inftant, it flipped behind the reptile; and, 
with remarkable f wiftnefs and agility, leaped upon its 
head, feized it, and cruilied it with its teeth. This firft 
effay feemed to have awakened in it its natural appetite 
for blood, which till then had given way to the gentle­
nefs of its education: It no longer fuffered the poultry, 

among 
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among which it was brought up, to pafs unregarded:, 

but took the firft opportunity, when it was alone, to 
- 't 

ftrangle them. It eat a part of their flefh, and drank 

only the blood of others. 

Thefe animals are numerous in all the foythern region& 

of Afia, from Egypt to the ifland of Java : They are alfo 

found in Africa, in the country about the Cape of Good 

Hope. They frequent the banks of rivers, are fond of 

fifh, are faid to take the water like an Otter, and will 

continue in it a confiderable time without riling to take 

breath. 

The Ichneumon varies in fize. The domefiic kind i3 

generally larger than thofe that are wild, and its colours 

more varie'gated. It ~s in general about the fize of a 

common Cat; fomewhat longer in the body, and {hortez 

in the legs. Its fur contains tints of white, brown, fawn­

colour, ·and a dirty filver-grey, which all together form a 

mixture very agreeable to the eye.--Its form is like that 

of the Polecat. Its eyes are fmall, but inflamed, and 

fparkle with a fingular vivacity; its nofe is long and flen­

der; its ears frnall, rounded, and alrnofl naked; its tail 

is very thick at the bafe, and tapers to a point; under­

neath the tail is an orifice, from which a mofl:: fetid hu­

mour is fecreted; its claws are long.-It darts upon its 

prey like an arrow, and feizes it with inevitable certain­

ty. 
This creature has a fmall foft voice, fomewhat like a 

murmur; and, unlefs ftruck or irritated, never exerts it., 

When it fleeps, it folds itfelf up like a ball, and is-not 

eafily awaked. It frequently fits up like a Squirrel, and 

feeds itfelf with its fore feet; catches' any thing that is 

th!own to it; and will often feign itfelf dead till its prey 

come within its reach. 
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THE FOSSANE 

is rather fmaller than the Martin. its body is flender, 
and covered with hair of an a!h colour mixed with taw­
ny; the £ides ot the face are black ; at the . hind part 
of the head there are four black lines, extending from 
thence toward the back and !houlders; the tail is long, 
and annulated with black; its eye is full, round, and 
black, which gives it a wild and mifchievous afpecl:. 

This animal inhabits the iiland of Madagafcar, Guinea, 
Cochinchina, and the Philippine Hles. It fee<ls on fle{h 
and fruits, but prefers the latter, and is peculiarly fond 
of bananas. It is a very fierce animal, and not eafi.Iy 
tamed.-In Guinea, it is called the Berbe, . and by Eu­
ropeans the Wine-bibber, being very greedy of palm wine. 
_;_ When young, its fle{h is reckoned very good to eat. 

THE 
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T .H ·E S K U N K. 

This animal, which is called t·he Chinche by the na.., 

tives of Brazil, is about the fize of a common Cat. Its 

nofe is long and flender, and exte1id.s a confiderable wat 

beyond the lower jaw; its ears are large, iliort, and 

. rounded; a white ftripe extends from the nofe ove.r the 

forehead and along the back, where, ~t is interfecled with 

a fmall line of black, commencing· ~t the tail, and e~­

tending upwards along the middle of the back; its belly 

and legs are black ; its hair is l_ong, ef peciall y on the tail., 

which is thick and __ bufoy. -

This creature inhabits Peru and other parts of South• 

America, and is remarkable above all the W eafel kind 

for a moft. intolerable, fuffocating, fetid vapour, which it 

emits from behind, when attacked, purfued, or frighten­

ed. The ftench of this effluvia is infupportable, and is 

the creature's beft. means of defence. 

There are three or four varieties of this animal, · men­

tioned by M. Buffon under the n_ame of the Stinking Pole­

cats; all of which poffefs this wonderful faculty o~ an­

noying their enemies from the fame quarter. 
Some 
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Some turn their tail to their purfuers, and emit a moft 
h~rrible ftench, which keeps both dogs and men at a 

confiderable di{hnce : Others ejeB: their urine to the dif­
tance of about eighteen feet;· and it is of fo virulent a 

quality, a_s almoft to occafion blindnefs, if any of it fhould 

happen to fall into the eyes. Clothes infeB:ed with it, 
retain the fmell for many days: No wa{hing can make 
them f weet; but they rnuft be even buried in frefh foil 
before they can be thoroughly cleanfed. Dogs tlrat are 
not properly bred, turn back as foon as they perceive the 
fmell: Thofe that have been accuftomed to it, will kill 
the animal ; but are obliged to relieve themfelves by 
thrufting their nofes into the ground. 

The Stifling, or Squajh, which is the fecond variety of 
this animal, is ~early of the fame fize with the Skunk. 
Its hair is long, and of .a deep-brown colour. It lives in 
holes and clefts . of rocks, where the female brings forth 
her young. It is a native of Mexico; a-i:.1d feeds on bee­
tles, worms, and fma~l birds. It clefhoys poultry, of 
which it only eats the brains.-When afraid or irritated, 

it voids the fame offenfive kind of odour, which no crea­
~ ure dare venture to approach. Profeifor Kalin was in 
danger of bei_ng fuffocated by one that was purfoed into a 

houfe where he flept; and it afFeB:ecl the cattle fo much, 
that they bellowed through pain. Another, which was 
killed by a maid-fervant in a cellar, fo affell:ed her with 
its ftench, that Die lay ill for feveral days; all the pro­
'vi!ions that were in the · place were fo tainted by the 
fmell, as to be utterly' unfit for ufe. 

Another variety of this animal. is called the Conepatt.'; 
and is, perhaps., no more than the fem ale of the la:fl'.. 
mentioned ~1;imal It is fomewhat fmaller, and differs 

P chiefly 
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chiefly from the Squafh in being marked with five pad' 
rallel white lines, which run along its back and fides: 
from head to tail. It is a native of North-America.-­
When attacked, it briftles up its hair, throws itfelf into 
a round form, and emits an odour which no creature can 
fupport. . 

The laft of this peftiferou'S family whith we ihall men­
tion is the Zorilla. Thi-s animal is a native of New .. 
Spain, whera it is called the Mariputa. It is found on 
the banks of the river Oronoque ; and is, perhaps, the 
moft beautiful, and at the fame time the moft offenfive.,, 
of all creatures. Its body is beautifully marked with 
white ftripes upon a black ground, running from the 
head to the middle of the back ; from whence they are 
croffed with other, white ba.nds,. which cover the lower 
part of the back and flanks: Its ta,il is Jong and buihy,. 
black as far as the middle, and white to its extremity. 
lt is an alt:ive and mifchievous little. animal. Its ftench 
is faid to extend to a confiderable difl:..a:nce ; and is fo 
powerful, as to overcome even the Panther 0£ America; 
which is one of its greateft enemies. 

Notwithfranding this offenfive quality in tliefe animals, 
they are frequently tamed, and will follow their mailer 
like dorneftic animals. They do not emit their odour, 
unlefs when beaten or irr.itated... They are frequently 
killed by the native Indians, who immediately cut away­
the noxious glands; thereby pre-venting the flefh, which 
is good eating, from being infelted. Its tafre is faid 
nearly to refemble the fl avou_r of that of a young pig., 
The favage Indians make purfes of their £kins, which are.. 
~l,d in no eftimation by the Europeans. 
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T H E G E N E T 

is as much diftiriguiihed for the agreeable perfume whicll­

it yields, as thofe we have juft defcribed are for the 

tankeft and mofi: difagreeable odour in nature. 

The body of the Genet is longer than that of the Mar­

tin; its -head is long and ilender, with a £harp muzzle;. 

its ears are a little pointed; its hair foft, fmooth, and 

fbining, of a tawny-red colour, fpotted with black; a­

long the ridge of the back there is a kind of mane of 

long hait, which forms a black line from head to tail; 

the fpots on the fides are round and diftinB:, thofe on 

the back almoft clofe; its tail is long, and marked with 

feven or eight rings of black. From an orifice beneath 

its tail, it yields a kind of perfume which 'fmells faintly 

f mufk. 
This creature is found in Turkey, Syria, and Spain. 

We are told by Belon, that he faw Genets in the houfes · 

at Conftantinople as tame as Cats; and that they were 

ufeful to the inhabitants in defiroying rats, mice, and 

o+her vermin. 

It is a moft beautiful, cleanly, and induftrious animal,. 

nd very active in purfuing its prey. Its nature is mild 

.. md gentle; its colours beautifully variegated; and its 

:p ~ fur 
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fur valuable. Upon the whole, it feems to be one of 
thofe animals that, with proper care and attention, might 
become a ufeful addition to our frock of domefi:ic qua~ 
drupeds. 

T H E C I V E T 

is larger than the Genet, and yields a perfume in much: 
greater quantities, and 0£ a fl:ronger quality. 

Though originally a native of the warm climates of 
Africa or Afia, this creature can live in temperate, and 
even in cold countries; but it muft be fed with nourifh­
ing diet, and carefully defended againft the feverities of 
the weather. Numbers of them are kept in Holfand for 
the purpofe of collecting this ¥aluable perfume. The ci­
vet procured at Amfterdam is~ :more efteemed than that 
which comes from the L evant or India,. being Jefs adul­
terated. To collect this perfume, the animal is put in­
to a cage, fo narrow that it cannot turn itfelf: The cage­
is opened at one end, and the animal drawn backwards 
by the tail, and fecurely held by its hind legs: A fmalL 
f poon is then introduced into the pouch which contains 
the perfume, with which it is carefully fcraped, and the· 
matter put into a veffel properly fecu.red.. This operation 

l 
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-is performed two or three times a week.--The quantity 

of odorous humour depends much on the quality of the 

nouri!hment, and the appetite of the animal, which al­

ways produces more in proportion to the goodnefs of its 

food. Boiled flefh, eggs, rice, fmall animals, birds, and 

particularly fifb, are the kinds of food the Civet moftly 

delights in; and thefe ought to he varied, fo as to excite 

its appetite, and preferve its health.-It requires very lit­
tle wate;; and, tho,1,1gh it drinks feldom, it difcharges its 

urine frequently. It is fomewhat remarkable, that in .. . 

this operation the male is not to be diftinguifhed from 

the female.-From this circumflance, it has been fup­

pofed that .this animal was the Hyena of the ancients; 

and it is certain," that mofl of the fables related concern­

ing that monfter are in a certain way applicable to the 
Civet.-The ancieats were well acquainted with the po­
matum of the Civet, and afcribed to it certain powers of 
.exciting love; for which purpofe it ftill conflitutes one 

of the luxuries of the Eaft, ' 

What _has been fabuloufly related concerning the un­

(:ertainty of fex in the Hyena, applies much more ftrong ... 
1 y to the Civet; for in the male nothing appears exter­
nally but th;ree apertures, fo perfectly fimilar to thofe of 
the female, that . it is impoffible to diflinguifh the fex 
otherwife than by cliifell:ion. 

The perfume of this animaf is fo {hong, that it infects 

every part of its body t The hair and the ikin are fo tho­
roi1ghly pene trated with it, that they retain it long after 
being take11- from the body of the animal. . If a perfon 

be fhut up in the fame apartment, it is almofl infupport­
able; and wheu heat~d with rage, it be~omes flill more 
pµngent. 

p 3 The • 
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The Civet is naturally favage, and fomewhat fero ... 
cious; yet it is eafily tamed, fo as to be handled with .. 
out danger. 
. The teeth of this creature are {hong and fharp ; but 

its claws are weak. It is an active and nimble animal. 
It leaps like a Cat, and runs with great fwiftnefs. It 
lives by hunting; furprizes fmall animals and birds; and, 
like the W eafel, will fometimes fteal into the yard, and 
carry off poultry.-Its eyes fhine in the dark; and it is 
probable, that it can (ee well enough to purfue its prey, 
during the night, as· it is known to be moft active at 

that time. 
The Civet is very prolific in its native dimate; but, 

though it lives and produces its perfume in temperate 
regions, it is never known to breed there .-Its voice. 
is ftronger than that of the Cat, and has fo~e refem~ 
blance to the cry of an enraged Dog. 

T H E Z I B E T 

is· fo fimilar to the ~ivet, as to be confidered by fome 

authors as only a variety of that animal;_ and it muft be 
.1llowed, that they have many effential relations, both in 

thei1; external and internal ~rulture ,; but they diffe~ 

from 
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from each other by fuch difringuiihing charall:eriftics, 

,as entitle them -to be regarded as two difrinll: f pecies. 

The ears of the Zibet are larger and more erell:; and its 

muzzle is thinner and flatter: Its body is longer than 

-that of the Civet; and its tail, which is longer, is mark-

-ed with annular fpots, like that of the Genet: It has no 

mane or long hair on the neck and fpine; and its hair is 

ihorter and fofter. 

The perf_µme o.f the Zibet is peculiarly violent and 

piercing, beyond that of either the Civet or the Genet. 

-This odorous liquor is found in a fiff ure near the or­

gans of generation. It is a thick humour, of the con­

fiftence of pomatum; and, though very {hong, it is a­

greeable even as it iffues from the body of the animal.­

This matter of the Zibe.t muft not be confounded with 

muik, which is a fanguineous humour, derived from a 

fpecies of the Roe-buck, or Goat without Horns*; and 

has nothing m common with the Zibet but its fhong 

_perfume. 

·• .See _page 88. 

J' 4 TH~ 
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4'". ,. -

J l' THE SURICATE, OR FouR-TOED WEASEL, 
is an active and dexterous little animal. It is rather lefs 
than a Rabbit, and pretty much refembles the Ichneu­
mon both in fize and in the colour of its hair, only it is 
rougher, and its tail is not quite fo long. Its upper jaw 
is much longer than the lower, and very pliant and 
moveable. It has on1y four toes on each foot, in which 
it differs from a11 the W eafel kind. 

One of thefe animals, in the poifeffion of M. de Seve,. 
was obferved fometimes to walk on its hind legs, and 
frequently to fit upright, with its fore feet hanging down 
on its breafl::. 

The Suricate is carnivorous, and preys on fmall ani­
mals. It is fond of fifh, and fl:ill more fo of eggs. Like 
the Squirrel, it makes ufe of its fore paws to convey its 
victuals to its mouth. In drinking, it laps like a Dog; 
but will not drink water, except when it is warm. The 
ordinary drink of that kept by De Seve was its own 
urine, though it had a very fl:rong odour. It frolicked 
,,,ith the Cats, and always innocently. It was extremely 
playful and familiar, knew its own name, and would re­
turn at a call. What was remarkable, it feemed to have 
an averGon to particular perfons, whom it would always 

bite 
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bite on their approaching it: Some people were fo difa­

greeable to it, that even when reftrained, i~ would make 

ufe of f everal artifices to come near enough to bite them ; 

and when it could not lay hold of their legs, would fly 
at their {hoes or petticoats. When difcontented, it made 

a noife like the barking of a whelp; and when pleafed or 

car,dfed, would utter a found like the ihaking of a rattle. 

T H E R A T E L, 

defcribed by M r P ennant under the name of the Fizzier, 

is a native of the Cape of Good Hope.-It lives chi-efly 

upon honey, and is endowed with a wonderful faculty 

of difcovering the fecre t retreats. where the bees depofi t 

their fto res . About fu n -fet, the Ratel is particularly at" 

tentive in watching the mo tions of thefe indu fl:rious in­

felts ; and , having obfe rved their route, it follows with 

great c::ire the direction in which they fly. It is fre 

quently affifted in difcovering · its delicious booty by a 

bi rd called the Honey Guide, ( cucu!us indicator) which. 

is extremely fond both of honey and the eggs of bees; 

and in the purfuit of its food, excites the attention of 

tlL R:1t:::l by a loud grating c;ry of cherr, cherr, cherr; at 
tl e 
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the fame time flying flowly on towards the place where 

the fwarm of bees have taken up their abode. The Ra­

tel follows the found with great attention; and having 

plundered the neft, leaves fufficient behind it as a reward 

for the fervices of its faithful guide. The Ratel is well 

adapted to this purpofe, as the toughnefs and thicknefs 

of its flcin effectually defends it from the flings of the 

bees : On this account it is extremely difficult to kill this 

animal; for its £kin is fo loofely attached to its body, 

that when feized by a hound it gives way, and the ani .. 

mal has an opportunity of turning round, and biting its 

affailant, which it frequently does fo feverely, as to 

oblige him to defift. 

The Ratel, according to Mr Pennant, is tw·o~ feet 

long from the nofe to the tail, which is eight inches; 

its legs are :fhort; on each foot it has four toes, armed 

with long claws ; thofe on the fore feet are above an 

inch long, and very {harp; its tongue is rough; it has 

no ear-laps; the orifice of the ear is wide, and furround­

ed by a callous rim; a broad ftripe, of an a:fh colour, ex­

tends along the back from the forehead to the t.ail, which 

is feparated from the black hair on the fides and belly by 

a light grey lift running from behind each ear to the tail. 

-It burrows in holes under ground, is faid to be ve., 

ry fetid, and 1s caiJed the Stinking Badger by M. de le\ 
Caille. 

T HE 
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THE COATI, OR BRAZILIAN WEASEL. 

This animal has fame r~femblance to the Bear, in the 

length of its hind legs, in the form of its feet, in the 

bufhinefs of its hair, and in the fl:ruclure of its paws; 

but it is fmall, and its tail is long, and variegated with 

different colours. Its upper jaw is much longer than the 

lower, and very pliant; its ears are rounded; its hair is 

fmooth, foft, and glolfy, of a bright-bay colour; and its 

breaft is whitifh. 
\ 

Linn~us defcribes one of thefe animals, which he kept 

~ confiderable time, and in vain attempted to bring in­

to fubjeB:ion. It was fo obfl:inate, that it would do no­

thing to which it w as difinclined. It killed the poul­

try~ tore off their h~ads, <lnd fucked their blood. It de­

fended itfelf with great force whenever any perfon at­

tempted to lay hold of it contrary to its inclination; and 

it fiuck fafl: to the legs of thofe with whom it was fc\mi­

li ar, when it wanted to ranfack their pockets, and c<1;rry 

~ff any thing that it found in them. It had an ex,treme 

averfien to hog's briftles; and the fmalle(l: bruq1 made it 

<lefi~.-Its mode of livin~ wa~ very fingula.·: It ilept 

from 
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from midnight till noon, kept awake the reft of the day, 
and uniformly walked about from fix in the evening till 
midnight, without the leaft regard to the weather. This 
is probably the time affigned by Nature to this fpecies of 
animals for procuring their food, which conGfts chiefly 
of young birds, eggs, and fmall animals. 

This creature inhabits Brazil and Guiana, runs up 
trees very nimbly, eats like a Dog, and holds its food 
between its fore legs like the Bear. The Coati ftands 
with eafe on its hind feet. It is faid to gnaw its own 
tail, which it generally carries erect, and (weeps it about 
from fide to fide. 

1 

T H E R A C O O N 
i5 very common in the warm regions of America: It is 
found alfo in the mountains of Jamaica; from whence 
great numbers of them frequently defcend into the plan­
tations, and make great havock among the fugar-canes, 
of which they are particularly fond. The planters con­
fider thefe animals as their greateft enemies, as they 
frequently do infinite mifchief in one night's excurfion. 

They 
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l'fhey have contrived various methods of defl:roying them; 

yet frill they propagate in fuch numbers, that neither 

traps nor fire-arms can repel them. 

The Racoon is fomewhat lefs than the Badger: Its 

head refembles that of a Fox; but its ears are round, and 

·much iliorter; and its upper jaw very pointed, and lon­

ger than the lower: Its eyes, which are large, are fur ... 

rounded with two broad patches; of black; its body is 

thick and :fhort, covered with long hair, black at the 

points, and grey underneath; its tail is long and bu:fhy, 

and marked with alternate rings of black and white; it9 

feet and toes are black. 

The Racoon is a very alrive and nimble animal. I ts 

claws, which are extremely :fharp, enable it to climb 

trees with great facil ity. It moves forward chiefly by 

bounding; and, though it proceeds in an oblique direc­

tion, runs with great f wiftnefs.-When tamed, it is ve­

ry good-natured and fportive; but it is- almofl: confi:antly 

in motion, and as unlucky and inquifitive as a Monkey, 

examining every thing with its paws, which it makes ufe 

of as hands to lay hold of any thing that is given it, 

and to carry its meat to its mouth. It fits up to eat, 

rs extremely fond of f weet things and :!hong liquors,. 

with which it will get exceffively drunk. It has all the 

cunning of the Fox, is very defl:rulrive to poultry; but· 

will eat all forts of fruits, grain, and roots. It has a pe­

culiar method of dipping every thing in ~ater it intend~ 

to eat, and will feldom tafl:e bread till it be well foaked. 

It opens oyfl:ers with afionifhing dexterity, feparates the 

fl1ells, and leaves not a ve!lige of the fi{h. It does this 

without looking at the oyfl:er; but places it und er i~s­

hind paws, and with its fore feet fearches for the weakefl: 

part., 
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part, where it fixes its claws, forces it open, and fnatches· 

out · the fi{h. It likewife devours all kinds of infell:s; 

delights in hunting fpiders; and when at liberty in a 

garden, will eat grafshoppers, fnails, worms, &c. It is 

a very cleanly animal, and always retires to obey the calls 

of Nature. It is familiar, and even careffing, leaps upon 

thofe it is fond of, plays fportively, and moves about 

with great agility. 

This animal is hunted· for its ikin, which is next in 

value to that of the Beaver for making hats, 

T H E B A D G E R.i 

Aithough Nature has furniihed this animal with for­

midable weapons of offence, and ha:s befides given it' 

ftrength f ufficient to ufe them with great effect, it is, 

notwithftanding, a harrrilefs and inoffenfive creature ; 

and, unlefs attacked, employs thein only for its fupport 

and comfort. 

This animal retires to the moft fecret receffes; where 

it digs its hole, and forms its habitation under ground.­

lts food ~onG.fts c•hiefly of roots, fruits,. grafs, i 1fetl:s, and 

frogs, 
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frogs. It is charged with defl:roying lambs and rabbits; 
eut there feems to be no other reafon to confider it as a 
beaft of prey 1 than the analogy between its teeth and 
thofe of carnivorous animals. 

Few creatures defend themfelves better, or bite with 
greater keennefs, than the Badger. On that account it 
is frequently baited with Dogs trained for that purpofe . 
This inhuman diverfion is chiefly confined to the indo­
lent and the vicious, who take a e,ruel pleafure in feeing 
this harmlefs animal furrouncled by its enemies, and de­
fending itfelf from their attacks, which it does with afl:o­
niiliing agility and fuccefs. Its motions are fo quick, 
that a Dog is frequently defperateJy wounded in the firfl: 
moment of a:lfault, and obliged to fly. The thicknefs of 
the Badger's flcin, and the length and coarfenefs of its 
hair, are an excellent defence againft the bites of the 
Dogs: Its fkin is fo loofe, as to reGft the impreilions of 
their teeth; and give the a~imal an opportunity of turn-­
_ing itfelf round, and wounding its adverfaries in their 
tendereft parts. In this manner this fingular creature i-;. 
able to refift repeated attacks both of men and dogs, from 
all quarters, till, being overpowered with numbers, and 
enteebled by many defperate wounds, it is at laft obliged 
to fubmit. 

The Badger is an indolent animal, ancl Deeps much; 
it confines itfelf to its hole during the whole day, and 
feeds only in the n.ight; it is fo cleanly, as 11eve17 to de­
file its habitation with its ordure; it breeds only once ia 
a year, and brings forth four or five at a time. 

This animal is not knovn1 to exift in warm countries. 
It is an original native of tbe temperate climates of Eu-­
rope; and is found without any variety in $pain, France,, 
Italy, Germany, Britain, Poland> and SwedeIT. 

The: 
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·The ufual length of the Badger is fomew hat above 
two feet, exclufive of the tail, which is about fix inches 
long; its eyes are fmall,. and are placed in a black ftcipe, 
which begins behind the ears, and runs tapering toward 
the nofe ; the throat and legs are black; the back, fides, 
and tail, are of a dirty-grey, mixed with black; the legs 
and feet are very iliort, ftrong, and thick; each foot con­
:fifts of five toes; thofe on the fore feet are armed with 
{lrong claws, well adapted for digging its fubterranean 

habitations. 
In walking, the Badger treads on its whole heel, like 

the Bear; which brings its belly very near the ground. 
Immediately below the tail, between that a:r.d the 

anus, there is a narrow tranfverfe orifice, from whence 
a white fubftance, of a very fetid fmell, c~mftantly ex .. 

udes. 
The fkirt of this creature, when dreffed with the hair 

on, is ufed for piftol f urniture.-Its fle{h is eaten ; the 
hind quarters are fometimes made into hams, which, 
when cured, ate not inferior in goodnefs to the befl: ba­
con.-The hairs are made into brufhes, which are ufed 
by painters to foften and harmonize their £hades. They 
are called f weetening tools. 
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THE 8 A N D B E A R. 

\lye have given the figure of this animal, drawn from 
one kept in the Tower; of which w ,~ have 11ot been able 
to obtain any further defcription than its beiug fom e­
wh'at lefs than the Badger, alniofl: ·without hair, extreme• 
ly fenfible o~ cold, and burrows in the fand. From thefe 
circumfl:ances, as well as from the {hiking fimilarity of 
its figure to that of the Badger, we are inclined to think 

it is, a variety of that animal, mentioned by naturalifl:s 
under the name of the Sow Badger. 

The colour of this animal is a yellowifh-whit~; its 

yes are f mall; and its head thicker th'an that of the 
common Baelger: Its legs are fhort; and on each foot · 
there are four toes, armetl with {harp white claws. 

M. Briifon defcribes a·white Badger, from New-York, 
fo fimi lar to this, that we fu(peu it to be the fame ani­
mal. 
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THE WOLVERENE, O'R GLUTTON. 

This voracious animal is found in all the countrie&· 
bor<lering on the Northern Ocean, both in Europe and 
AGa : It is likewife common in Canada, the country 
about Hudfon's Bay, and other parts of North-America ;­
w here it is known by the name of the Care a Jou. 

This creature has been variou:fly defcribed by natu­
ralifts. We have felecred the accObmt given by M. Buf­
fon, which was taken from a: living animal in his pof­
fe{Eon. Its length, from the nofe to the inie rtion of the 
tail, was two feet two inches; the tail was eight inches 
long; the length o.f the fore legs was eleven in ches, and 
the hind one foot; it had tive toes on each foot, armed 
with long {harp claws; the· middle claw of the for:e foo t 
was one inch and a half long; the muzzle, as far as the 
eye-brows, was black; its eyes were fmall and bl ack, and 
its ears iliort.; its hreaft and under Jaw were fpotted with 
white; the back, legs,. belly, and tai1, were black..-Dur­
ing its confi nement, this animal did not difcover any 
fy mptoms of great ferocity. It eat voraciouf1 y ; and af­
ter a full meal, covered itfelf in its cage wi th ft raw. It 
fat no bread ; bu t would devour more than four pounds 

of 
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ot fldh every day, which it f wallo\\'-ed greedily, almoft 

without chewing. 

In a ftate of liberty, this creature is faid to lead a life 

of continual rapine. It lurks in the branches of trees, in 

order to furprize Deer and other animals that pafs under 

them. It waits with great patience the arrival of its 

prey, and darts . from its hiding-place with unerring cer­

tainty. In this manner ic in<lifcriminately furprizes the 

Horfe, the Elk, the Stag, or the Rein-deer; and fixes 

itfelf between their ilioulders with its teeth and claws.­

The wild Rein-deer, which are numerous both in Lap­

land and North-America, frequently fall victims to the 

Glutton. When feized by this blood-thidly animal, it 

is in vain that the wounded Deer endeavours to difen .. 

gage itfelf from its enemy by ruftling among the brano 

ches of the trees: No force cah oblige it to quit its hold~ 

It maintains its pofition, and continues to fuck the blood 

of the flying animal till it falls down exhaufted with pain 

and fatigue. It then devours the carcafe with infatiable 

voracity, and gorges itfelf with the fldh till it is almoft 

in danger of burfring. 

The motions of the Glutton are flow. There are few 

quadrupeds that cannot efcape from it, except the Bea­

ver, which it frequently purfues and overtakes.--In 

America, it is called the Beacver-eater.-It fometimes lies 

in wait, and furprizes thofe animals coming out of their 

burrow; or breaks into their habitation, and kills great 

numbers of them. 

The Glutton often defeats the labours of the huntf .. 

men by ftealing away the Sables and other animals that 

have been caught in their traps; and it is fometime~ 

taken in the fnares laid for thefe animals. When attack--
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ed, it makes a fl:rong refiftance : It will tear the ftodt 
from the gun, if it fhould catch hold of it with its teeth~} 
or break the trap in pieces in which it is caught. Not ... 
withftanding its fiercei1efs, it is capable of being tamed, 
and of learning feveral entertaining tricks.--It is hunt­
ed only for its tkin, which is very valuable, of a moft 
beautiful gl0ify black, which fhines with a peculiar luf­
tre, and reflects the light like damafk filk.-The fkins 
are fold in Siberia at five or fi:Xi fhillings each, at J akutfk 
at twelve, and frill dearer in Kamtfchatka; where the 
women drefs their hair with its white paws, which they 
efteem a great ornament.-The furs of this animaJ-1" 
from the North of Europe and Afia, are infinitely finer, 
blacker, and more gloffy, than thofe of the Ame~ican: 
kind. 

/ 
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T H E B R O W N B E A R. 

fTHE-RE are two kinds of this animal,-the Land 

and the Sea Bear. Thefe are very different, as 

well i.n 1.l1e. formation of their bodies, as in their habits 

and dif pofitions. 

There are two varieties of the lai1d Bear,-the Brown 

and the Black. The former is found in almoft every cli­

mate, the black Bear chiefly in the forefts of the nor• 

thern regions of Europe and Am~rica. 

The brown Bear is fom~times · carnivorous, and will 

defhoy cattle, and eat carrion; but its general fo?d is 

roots, fruits, and vegetables.-It iq a favage and folitary 

animal, lives in defert and unfrequented places, and 

chufcs its den in the moft gloomy and retired parts of 

the for:::ft, or in the moft dangerous and inacceffible pre .. 

cipices of unfrequent~d mountains. It retires alone to 

its den about the end of autumn, ( at whi~h t1rne it is 

exceedingly fat) and lives for feveral weeks in a ft_ate of 

total inaltivity and abftinence from foo_d.-. During this 

time, the female brings forth h€r young~ and fuckle~ 

~J the~~ 
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them. She chufes her retreat for that purpofe m the 
moft retired places, apart from the male, left he fhould 
devour them. She makes a warm bed for her young, 
and attends them with unremitting care during four 
months; and in :lll that time, fhe fcarcely allows her­
felf any nourifhment. She brings forth two, and fome­
times three young at a time.-The cubs are round and 
fhapelefs, with point~d muzzles; but they are not lick,.. 
ed into form by the female, as Pliny and other ancient 
naturalifts fuppofed. At firft they do not exceed eight 

I inches in length; they are blind during the firft four 
weeks, are of a pale-yellow colour, and have fcarcely 
any refemblance of the creature when arrived at matu .. 
rity.-The time of geftation in thefe animals is about fix 
n10nths ; and they bring forth in the beginning of J anu .. 
ary. 

In the fpring, the old Bears, attended by their young, 
come oqt from their retreats, lean, and almoft famifhed 
by their lpng confinement. They then ranfack every 
quarter in fearch of food. They frequently climb trees, 
ind devour the fruit in great quantities; particular! y the 
date-plurnb tree, of which they are e~ceedingly fond . 
They afcend thefe trees with fqrprizing agility, keep 
themfelves firm on tbe branch,es with oi1e paw, and with 
the other collell: the fruit. 

The Bear is remarkably fond of honey, whicl1 it will 
encounter -grc:at di ffi culties to obtain, and feeks for with 
great cunnjng and avidity. 

This animal enj oys, in a fuperior degree, the fenfes 
of hearing, fmelling, and touching.-Its ears are fhor t 
and rounded; and its eyes fm all, but lively and pene. 
tr~ting, anq cle;fended by a nill:ating membrane: From 

the 
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the peculiar formation of the internal parts of its nofe, 

its fenfe of fmelling is exceedingly exguifite: The legs 

and thighs are ftrong and mufcular; it has five toes on 

-each foot, and ufes its fore foot as a hand, although the 

toes are not feparated as in moft animals that do fo; the 

largefl finger is on the outfi.de. 

The voice of the Bear is a deep and furly kind of 

growl, which it frequently exerts without the ]eafl caufe. 

It is very eafily irritated; a.nd at that time its refentment 

is furious, and often capricioufly exerted.-When tamed, 

jt appears mild and obedient to its mafl:er; but jt is not 

to be rrufled without the utmoft ca,ution. It may be 

taught to walk upright, to dance, to lay hold of a pole 

with its paws, and perform various tricks to entertain 

the multitude, who are highly pleafed to fee the auk­

ward meafures of this rugged creature, which it feem s 

to fuit to the found of an inflrument, or to the voice of 

its leader. But to give the Bear this kind of education, 

it mufl be taken when. young, and accufto~ed early to 

reflraint and difcipline: An old Bear will fuffer neither, 

without difcovering the moft furious refentment; neither 

the voice nor the menaces · of his keeper have any effete 

µpon him; he equally growls at the hand that is htld ou t 

to feed, as at that which is raifed ro correlt him. 

The e½ceffive cruelties prall:ifed upon this poor anim al 

jn teaching it to walk erell:, and regulate its motions to 

the found of the flagelet, are fuch as make fenfibilit y 

{hudder. Jts eyes are put out; and an iron ring being 

put through the cartilage of the nofe to lead it by, it is 

kept from food, and beatc~1, till it yield obedience to the 

will of its favage tutors~ Some of them are . taught to 

r erform by fetting their feet upon hot iron pl ates , and 

Q.._4 hen 

-
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then playing to them whilft in this uneafy fituation.­
It is truly fhocking to every feeling mind ta refleB:, that 
fuch cruelties ihould be e~ercifed 1:1pon any part of the 
brut ~ creation by our fellow men. That they ihould be 
rewarded by numbers of unthinking people, who crowd 
around them to fee the poor animal's rude attempts to 
imitate human all:ions, is not to be wondered at; but it 
is much to be wifhed, that the timely interference of th~ 
magifirate would prevent every exhibition of thi$ kind, 
that, in England at leaft, we might not be reproached 
with tolerating praltices fo difgraceful to humanity. 

One of thefe animals, prefented to the prince of Wale. 
a f~w years ago, was ~ept in the Tower. By the care­
leffnefs of the ferv.ant, the door of h_is den was left open ; 
an d the keeper-'s wife happening to go a~rofs the court 
at the fame time, the animal flew out, feized the wo~ 
man, threw her down, and faftened upon her neck, 
which he bit; and, without offering any further vio-

./ Jenee, lay upon her, fucking the blood out of the wound. 
R efifl ance was in vain, as it only ferved to, ir~itate the 
creature; and ihe mufi: inevitably have perifhe.d, had not 
·her hufband luckily difcovered her fituation. By a fud~ 
~en blow, he obliged the Bear to quit his hold, and re­
tire to his den, which he did with great relull:ance, and 
not w ithout making a fecond attempt to come at the wo­
man, who was almoft dead through fear and lofs of blood. 
It is fom_ewhat remarkable, that whenever it happened to 
fee her afterwards, it growled, and made moft violent 
flruggles to get out to her.-. The prince, upon hearing 
of the circumflance, <;>rdered the Bear to be killed. 

The Bears of America are fmall and black, live entire .. 
ly up~m ~epetable food , a~d ar.e p~_rticularly foqd of . 

maize, 
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,naize, potatoes, honey, and milk. Though pre!fed with 

extreme hunger, they will not eat animal food.-They 

lodge in the hollow trunks of large trees, which they 

afcend and defcend with great eafe and agility.-The 

- hunters take them by fetting fire to their habitations. 

The old one comes out fir-ft, and is generally flain before 

fhe reaches the ground; the cubs follow her, and are 

taken alive.-The flefh of the young Bear is reckoned a 

great delicacy; and the paws of the old one qre efteemed 

as a moil: exquifite morfel. The fat is white, and very 

f weet; and the oil is faid to be of great ufe in foftening 

f well in gs proceeding from fprains.--Great numbers 

are killed annually in America for the fake of their fkins, 

which form a conuderable article of commerce. 

Bears were formerly common in Greece. The Ro­
mans bro2ght them from Lybia to be exhibited in their 

public f peltacles. They are likewife found in China, 

Japan, ,a11d as far as the ifland of Java. 

The mountain& of Great Tartary produce great num .. 

ber~ of Bears perfeBJy white, which do not differ in form 

from thofe juft mentioned. Some, from the confines of 

Ruffia, are of a m+xed colour, with black and white hairs. 

Tµ~ Bear was once an inhabitant of this ifland, and 

w as included in the ancient laws and regulations refpecl:­

ing beails of chafe. Long after their extirpation, they 

were imported for the cruel p-qrpofe of baiting them, 

which at that time was a favourite amufement of our an .. 
' ' . . · .. .· 

ceflqr~- We find it in queen Elizabeth's days among \he 

various entertainments prepared for h~r majefi:y o~ h~r 
vi fi t at Ke nil worth. 

TH E 
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THE PoLAR OR GREAT WHITE BEAR 

differs greatly from the preceding in the length of its 
head and neck, and grows to above twice the fize. 
Some of thefe animals are thirteen feet long. Their 
limbs are of great fize and ftrength; their hair long, 
harfh and difagreeable to the touch, and of a yellowi{h~ 
white colour ; their ears ar<;: {hort and rounded ; and 
their teeth large. 

This animal inhabits only the coldefl: parts of the 
globe. It has been found above latitude 80, as far as 
navigators have penetrated northwards. Thefe inhofpi" 
table regions feem adapted to its fullen nature. 

--" There-----the fhapelefs Bear, 
" ViTith dangling ice all horrid, fl:alks forlorn; 
"' Slow-pac'd, and fon rcr as the fl:orm s increafe, 
" He makes hi b..: <l bemiath th' inclement drift l 
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t< And, with flern patience, fcorning weak complaint, 

" H ardens his heart againfl aifailing want." 

They have been feldom feen farther fouth than New­

foundland; and are chiefly met with on the D1ores of 

Hudfon's Bay, Greenland, and Spitzbergen, on one fide, 

and thofe of Nova-Zembla on the other. They have been 

fometimes found in the intermediate countries of Norway 

and Iceland; but fuch as have appeared in thofe parts 

have always been driven thither upon floating fheets of 

ice ; fo that thofe countries are only acquainted with 

them by accident.-They are very numerous on the 

fhores of Kamtfchatka; and the following account of the 

manner of hunting them by the natives of that country 

is given in Captain Cook's voyage:-

" The natives generally contrive to reach the ground, 

frequented by the Bears, about fun-fet. Their firfl: bu­

finefs, when they arrive there, is to look out for their 

tracks, and to attend particularly to the frefheft of them, 

always paying a regard to the fouation with refpell: to · 

concealment, and taking aim at the animal as it pa:lfes 

by, or as it advances or goes from them. Thefe tracks 

are numerous between the woods and the lakes, and are 

often found among the long fedgy grafs and brakes on 

the margin of the water. Having determined upon a 

convenient f pot for conce~lment, the hunters fix their 

crutches in the groun·d, on which they reft their fire-

1ocks, pointing them in a proper direll:ion. They after­

wards kneel or lie down, as the circumftances of their 

fi.tuation may require ; and, having their bear-fpears in 

readinefs by their fide, wait the arrival of their game. 

-Thefe precautions are extremely neceifary on many 

~ccounts~ that the hunters may make fore of their mark: 

For 
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For the -price of ammunition is fo high at Kamtfchatka, 
that the value of a Bear will not purchafe more of it than 
will load a mufquet four or five times. It is much more 
,naterial on. another confideration; for, if the firft iliot 
fhould not render the animal incapable of purfuit, fatal 
confequences too frequently enfue. The enraged beaft 
makes immediately towards the pla.ce from whence th~ 
found and fmoke iffue, and fl).rioufly attacks his adver­
far ies. They h•e not fufE.cient tirpe to re-load their 
pieces, as the Bear is feldom fired at till he comes within 
the diftance of fifteen yar.ds; therefore, if he fhould not 
happen to fall, they immediately prepare to receive him 
tJ.pon their fp ears ; their fafety depending, in a great 
meafure, on their giving him a mortal fl ab as he ad­
vances towards them. Should he parry the thnift, 
(which thefe animals ar-e fometimes enabled to do, by 
the ft rength and agility of their paws) and break in t1pon 
his opponents, the conflill: becomes dre~dful~ ~nd it is 
feldorn that the lofs of a Gn gle life will fatisfy the beaft's 
rev~nge. 

" The bufinefs or diverfion of ~ear-hunting is parti­
cularly dangerous at two ft4fons of the year: In the 
fpring, when they fi rfl iffi.1e from their caves, after hav­
ing fub fi fled the whole vy · nter ( as it is ~ere pofi ti vel y af­
ferted) folely on fuck ~pg their paws; and ef pecially if 
the fr oft fhould co11tit1Ue to be f evere, anµ the ice in the 
lakes is not broken up; as they can.not then have recourfe 
to their cuftomary and expecl:ed food. Thus becoming 
(;xceedingly famifhed, they grow fierce and favage in, 
proportion; rµrfuing the inha];),i tapts by the f cent ; and~ 
prowling about at a diftance from their ufual tracks, dart 
upon them un;;1war~s. U n<le r thefc circumfbmces,. as, 

tl1~ 
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the natives have no idea of £hooting flying, or even ru•n 
ning, or in arty manner without refting their piece, they 
often fall a facrifice to their rapacity .-The time of their 
copulation, which is in autumn, is the other dangerous 
feafon to meet with them. 

" Many extraordinary and affecl:ing inftances of natu­
ral affecl:ion in thefe animals are related by the Kamt­
fchadales; who, from this circumftance, derive confideri. 
able advantage in hunting. They never prefume to fire 
at a young Bear, if the dam is upon the fpot; for, if the 
cub fhould happen to be kined, fhe becomes enraged to 
an immoderate degree; and, if £he can only obtain a 
fight of the offender, £he is fore to be revenged of him, 
or die in the attempt. On the other handj if the mother 
fhould be £hot, the cubs continue by her fide after £he 
has been a long time dead ; exhibiting, by the moft af­
fecl:ing geftures and motions, the moft poignant afflic­
tion. The hunters, inftead of commiferating their dif­
tre:lfes, em brace thefe opportunities of defi.roying them. 

" If the veracity of the Kamtfchadales is to be de..: 
pended on, the fagacity of the Bears is 21.s extraordinary 
as their natural affell:ion.-Innumerable are the :ffoties 
which they relate to this effell:. · One remarkable in-· 
ftance, however, we cannot avoid mentioning, as it ifw' 
admitted among the natives as a well-attefted falt. It is· 
the ftratagem they put in prall:ice to catch the bareins, 
which run too fwift for them to expell: fuccefs in purfu..: 
ing them. Thefe animals herd together in great num-­

bers; and their ufuaI hn.unts are low grounds, at the foot­
.of rocks and precipices, where they delight in btowfintd 
The Bear purfues them by the fcent, till he obtains a 

view of them; and then adv.:ances warily, keeping in a 
fituation 
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fituation above them; at the fame time concealing him .. 
, felf among the rocks as he approaches, till he is almoft 

immediately over them, and near enough to carry his 
purpofe into execution: Then, with his paws, he pufhes 
down large pieces of the rock amongft the herd belowd 
If he perceives that he has fucceeded in maiming any of 
the flock, he immediately purfues them; and according 
to the injury the poor bareins have received, he eit:her 
proves fuccefsful in overtaking them, or they efcape by 
the rapidity of their flight. 

" The Kamtfchadales acknowledge infinite obligations 
to the Bears for all the little progrefs they have hitherto 
made, as well in the fciences as the polite arts. They 
confefs themfelves indebted wholly to thofe animals for 
all their knowledge in phyfic and forgery; that, by oh­
ferving what herbs they have applied to the wounds they 
have received, and what methods they have purfued 
when they were languid and out of order, they have ac­
quired a knowledge of moft of thofe fimples which they 
have now recourfe to, either as external or internal ap-­
plications. But the moft fingular circumftance of all is, 
that they admit the Bears to be their dancing-mafters ;­
though the evidence of our own fenfes places this mat .. 
ter beyond all difpute; for, in the bear-dam:e of the 
Kamtfchadales, every gefture and attitude peculia-r to 
that animal was faithfully exhibited. All their other 
dances are fimilar to this in many particulars ; and thofe 
attitudes are thought to come the nearefi: to perfection 
which mofl: refemble the motions of the Bear." 

During fummer, thefe animals take up their refidence 
on large iffands of ice, and frequently pafs from one to 
another. They fwim well, and can go to the diftance of 

fix 
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fix or feven leagues: They likewife dive, but do not con­
tinue long under water.-When the pieces of ice are de­
tached by £hong winds or currents, the Bears allow 
themfelves to be carried along with them ; and as they 
cannot regain the land, or abandon the ice on which they 

are embarked, they often perifh in the open fea . Thofe 
which arrtve with the ice on the coafl:s of Iceland or 
Norway, are almoft famifhed with hunger from the 
length of their voyage, and are extremely voracious.­
As foon as the natives difcover one of them, they arm 
themfelves, and prefently difpatch him. 

The ferocity of the Bear is as remarkable as its at­
taG:hment to its young. A few years fince, the crew of 
a boat belonging to a :fhip in the whale-fifhery :O:iot at a 
Bear at a fhort diftance, and wounded it: The animal 
immediately fet up the moft dreadful yells, and ran along 
the ice towards the boat. Before it reached it, a fecond 
ihot was fired at and hit it. This ferved to increafe its 
fury. It prefently f warn to the boat; and in attempting 
to get on board, reached its fore foot upon the gunnel; 
but one of the crew having a hatchet, cut it off. The 
animal ftill, however, continued to f wim after them till 
they arrived at the {hip; and feveral :fhot's were fired at 
it, which alfo took effect: But on reaching the :fhip, it 
immediately afcended the deck; and the crew having fled 
into the -fhrowds, it was purfuing them thither, when a, 

ihot from one of them laid it dead upon the deck. 
The fle-fh of thefe animals is white, and faid to tafte 

like mufton. The fat is melted for train-oil; and that 

of the feet is ufed in mediciI1e. 
The White Bear brings forth two young at a time .. 

Their fondnefs for their offspring is fo great, that they 
w,B 
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will die rather than defert them. Wounds ferve only to 
make the attachment more violent. They embrace their 
cubs to the !aft, and bemoan them with the moft piteous 
cnes. 

Thefe creatures feed on fifh, feals, and the carcafes of 
whales; are fond of human blood; and are fo fearlefs., 
as to attack companies of armed men, and even to board 
fmall veffels. Allured by the fcent of feals fleili, they 
often break into the huts of the Greenlanders. They 
fometimes attack the Morfe; with which they have ter• 
rible con fliers: But the large teeth of that animal give it 
a decided fuperiority over the Bear, which is generally 
worfted. 
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T H E s T R I p E !) H y E N A. 

ALT H OU G H naturalifl:s, both ancient and mo­

dern, have defcribed the Hyena under differen t 

denominations, and have afcribed to it properties which 

it is now known not to poffefs; yet its charall:ers are fo 

fingular, that it is impoffible to mifl:ake them, and fo pe-­

culiar, as to difl:inguiili it from every other clafs of ani~ 

mals. In many refpell:s it refembles thofe of the Dog 

kind, has fome fimilitude to the Wolf in form and di[ po-.. 

fition, and is about the fame fize. 

The Hyena has only four toes on each foot, in which 

it di~ers from almoft every other quadruped; its head is 

broad and flat, and its muzzle fhorter than that of the 

Wolf; its fore legs are longer than the hind ones; itr, 

ears ate long, pointed, and bare; and its eyes are re­

markably wild, fullen, and ferocious. 

There are two varieties of this anlmal,-the one flri­

ped, and the other f potted. The hair of the former is of 

R an 

I 
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an afh colour, marked with long black flrjpes, difpofed 
in waves, from the back downward; there are other~ 
acrofs the legs; the hair, in general, is coarfe and rough; 
its ta,il is {hort and bufhy, with pretty long hair, fome­
tfmes plain, and fometimes barred wit:h black ; immedi­
ately underneath the tail,. and above the anus,, there is­
an orifice like that of the Badger, which opens into a 
kind of pouch, and contains a fubftance of the confift­
ence of civet, but of a rank, difagteeable odour. This, 
opening may probably have given rife to the error of the 
ancients, who aff'erted, that the Hyena was every alter-· 
nate year male and female. Its manner of holding its-­
head is fomewhat like a Dog purfuing a fcent, with its 
nof e near the ground. This pofition of the head makes 
the fhoulders appear more elevated. A briftly mane 
runs along the top of the back from· head to tail, which 
gives it an appearance fomething tike a Hog ; from 
whence, probably, it may have derived its name, the 
word huaina being a Greek word derived from hus, 
which frgnifies a- Sow.-Such are the moft ftriking dif­
tinctio-ns- ~f the Hyena, which has been pictured by ig­
norance and timidity under every form that can ftrike 
terror into the· imagination. Wonderful powers were 
afcribed to- it by the ancients ; who believed that it 
changed its fex; that it imitated- the human voice, and 
by that means attracted unwary travellers, and deftroyect 
them ; that it had the power of charming the fhepherds, 
and as it were rivetting them to the place where they 
ftood. Many other things, e9ually ahfu·rd, have been. 
told of this animal; but thefe are fuflicient to fhew, that 
objects of terror and fuperftition are nearly allied; and' 
when once they have ta-ken poffeffion of the human mind,. 

the 
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the moft improbable ftories are eafily received and ere ... 

dited. 
This favage and folitary animal refides in the caverns 

of mountains, in the clefts of rocks, or in holes and 

dens, which it digs in the earth.-Its difpofition is ex­

tremely ferocious; and, though taken young, it never 

can be tamed.--It liv€s by depredations, like the Wolf; 

but is ftronger, and more daring and rapacious. It will 

fometimes attack men, and rufhes with fury upon all 

kinds of cattle: It follows the flocks, ravages the fheep­

fold, and deftroys every thing within its reach with the 

moft infatiable voracity.-Its eyes fhine in the dark; and 

it is afferted, with fome appearance of probability, that 

it can fee nearly as well by night as by day.-When de­

ftitute of other proviGons, it ranfacks the graves, and de ... 

vours putrid human bodies that have been long buried. 

T~e voice of the i--Iyena is very peculiar: Its begin ... 

ning feems to be fomewhat like the moaning of a human 

voice, and the ending like one making a "."iolent effort to 

vomit. 

This animal inhabits AG.atic Turkey, Syria, Perfia, and 

Barbary.-The fuperftitious Arabs, when they kill one 

of them, carefully bury the head, left it fhould be applied 

to magical purpofes. 

The courage of the Hyena is equal to its rapacity: It 

will defend itfelf with great obftinacy againft much larger 

quadrupeds: It is not afraid of the Lion nor the Panther., 

will fometimes attack the Ounce, and f eldom fails to con­

quer. 

, R z THE 
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THE SPOTTED HYENA 

is called at the Cape of Good Hope the 'Iiger-Wo!f, and.­
is very common in that part of the world.-Sparrman 
defcribes it as a cruel, mifchievous, and formidable ani­
maL Its horrid yells are to be heard every night, whilfl 
it prowls about for its prey,, and lurks near the farm­
yards, where cattle are kept : Thefe are well defended by 
Dogs, of which· the Hyena, though larger and £hanger, 
is much afraid ; and will not venture an attack, unlefs 
preffed by the moft urgent neceffity: Neither will it dare 
to feize upon any of the larger animals; fuch as Oxen, 
Cows, Horfes, &c. whi·lft they make the leaft appear­
ance of defending themfelves, or even if they do not be­
tray any f ymptoms of fear. . It fometimes endeavours to 
difp,erfe the cattle by its · hideous roaring; after which it 
feleB:s and purfoes one of them, . which it foon· difables 
by a deadly bite, and then devours. 

Thefe animaJs were formerly fo bold, as to· moleft the 
Hottentots in their hu. ts., and f.ometimes <;arry off their 

children :>< 
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children; but, fince the introduction of fire-arms, thofe 
and other wild beafts keep at a greater diftance from the 
liabitations of mankind. It is a fall:, however, that num­
bers of thefe Wolves are known to attend almoft every 
-dark night about the fhambles at the Cape; where they 
meet with bones, fkin, and other offals, which are left 
there by the inhabitants, who fuffer the animals to come 
unmolefred, -and carry off their refufe; and it is fome­
what remarkable, that they have feldom been known to 
<lo any mifchief there~ though fed in the very hear.t of 
the towrL 

The how lings of the Hyena are dreadful beyond all 
.conception, and fpread a general alarm. They are al­
moft inceffant, and feem to be the natural confequence 
of its craving appetite. Perhaps it may not be going too 
far to fay, that Nature has kindly impreffed this involun­
tary difpofition to yelling upon this animal, that every 
living creature might be upon its guard, and fecure it­
{ elf from .the attacks of fo cruel an enemy. 

The gene-ral coJour of this animal -is a •reddiih-'brown, 
marked with diftinll: round black fpots, the hind legs 
with tranfverfe black bars; its head is large and flat; 
above each eye, as well as on the lips, it has long whif­
kers; a fhort black mane runs along the top of the back; 
jts ears are fhort and a little pointed; its fa(:e and the 
:upper part of its heaq. are blackg 

R 3 TH 
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T H E J A C K A L. 

W E beg leave .to make our acknowledgments to 
Mr Pennant for the drawing of this animal, 

which he was fo obliging as to favour us with. He af­
fures us it was dr;;iwn fr.om the living animal; and we 
.doubt not, therefore, its being a faithful reprefentation. 

The f pecies of the Jackal is diffufed> with fome varie­
ty, through almoft every part of Afia; and is found in 
Barbary, and other parts of Africa as far as the Cape of 
Good f!ope. Although it is one of the moft numero~s 
of all' the wild animals of the Eaft, there is fcarcely any 
lefs known in Europe, or more confufedly defcribed by 
natural hiftorians. 

Thefe creatures differ in fize ; tho[e of the warmefl: 
clim~tes are fetid to be th.e largeft : They are of a reddifh_­
brown colour. The fmaller Jackal is about the fize of a 
Fox; and ~ts colour is a bright-yellow.-In general, this 
apimal may be faid to partake of a middle nature, be­
tween the Wolf and the Dog; and to the favage fierce­
»~£~ of tp5! qne., it ~q.ds ;h~ impude!}t f~miljarity of the 

' ' 
qther, 
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,ofher.--Its cry is a difma1 lwwJ, mixed with barking. 
It is ·more noif y in its purfuits than the Dog, and mor 
voracious than the Wolf. 

Jackals go in packs of forty or fifty, and hunt like 
}1ounds in full cry from evening till morning. They de­
ftroy the poultry, and attack the flocks: They roam 
through the villages and gardens, and carry off ~ery 
thing they -can eat· They enter fiables, yards, and out­
houfes ; and devour fkins, and every thing that is made 
.of leather; fuch as harneffing, boots, :£hoes, &c. No­
thing can efcape their rapacity: They wjll ranfack the 
repofitories of the dead, and greedily devour the m.ofr 
putrid b.odies; for which reafon, in thofe countries 
where they abound, the inhabitants are obliged to make 
the graves of a great depth, and fecure them with fpines 
to prevent the Jackals from raking up the earth with 
their feet. They are faid to attend caravans, and follow 
.armies, in hopes of being furnifhed with a banquet by 
ilifeafe or battle.-They may be confic\ered as the vulture 
among quadrupeds; and, like tha.t deftrultive bird, de­
vour every thing indifcriminately that has once had ani­
mal ]ife. 

Thefe animals hide themfelves in holes and dens by 
day, and feldom appear abroad till tbe evening; when 
they fill the air with the moft horrid howlings, and be­
gin the chafe. The Lion, the Panther, and other beafis 
of prey that do not follow by the fcent, take a,dvantage 
of the general confternation, and follow in filence be­
hind till the Jackals have hunted down their prey: They 
then devour the fruits of their labours, and leave them 
only the remains of the fpoil; from whence the Jackal 
has bel£n vulgarly called the L ion's Provider, as if thofe 

R 4 twg 



264 HISTORY OF Q_UADRUPEDS. 

two animals aB:ed in concert, and had formed a pla»i 
for their mutual fupport. 

The Jackal frequently purfues the Gazelle ; and is fo 
bold, as to follow it even into the midft of a town or 
village, whither that timid animal frequently flies for 
protection, and by that means fometimes efcapes : For 
the inceITant barking of the Jackal alarms the inhabi­
tants; who fally out, and drive off the purfuer, in hopes 
of being able to fecure the game. 

Sparrman's defcription of thofe he faw at the Cape 
differs materially from the accounts we have been able 
to collect from other authors. He fays they are about 
three feet in length, and their tails little more than a 
foot long: The predominant colour is. a reddifh-yellow; 
the legs are of a pale-gold colour; under the belly, and 
on the infide of the legs, the colour inclines to white; 
the nofe and ears are of a ·brighter red; the head, neck, 
and back, are grey; the tail is partly grey, and partly of 
an umber colour, and black at the tip. He fays it re­
ii mbl es the European Fox in form, manners, and difpofi­
tion; and is not known to aifemble in packs for the pµr ­
pofe of hunting ; neither is its voracity equal to that 
:1fcribed to it by other naturalifts.-It is probable it rn ay 
have been confounded '\ivith the '\Vifd Dog, Vi'hich is 
(:Ommon at the C ape, and hµnts its prey in packs. It 
is very fierce and mifchievous, and very deftructive to. 
the flocks of Sheep and Goats in thofe parts. There are 
two kind~ of thefe Dogs,-the one large, and of a red­
di{h colour; the .other lefs and browner. They are very 
bold, and wander about night and day in fearch of prey. 
They make a noife f omewhat like the cry of our common 
Jiounds, and hun; with ~rea t foga ity~ albng perfectly 

11 
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in concert with each other till the game falls a prey to 
the pack. They are faid to be always extremely lean, 
and are very ugly. 

M . Buffon mentions an animal of the Jackal kind by 
the name of the Adive; of which he gives a drawing, 
fomewhat refembling a fmall Fox. It is lefs than the 
common Jackal, and is fometimes tamed and kept in a 
.<lomeftic ftate. 

T HE 
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T H E F 0 x. 

T H IS lively and crafty animal is common to every 
part of Great-Britain; and is fo well known, as 

no t to require a particular defcription. 
M. Buffon has taken great pains to prove, that the Dog 

and the Fox will not breed together. For this purpofe, 
he kept two males and a female for a confiderable time, 
and tried to make the males copulate with bitches, whi~h 
they uniformly refufed; and from thence he concludes, 
that no mixture can take place between the two fpecies. 
But it iliould be remembered, that the Foxes were in a 
ftate of confinement; and of courfe, many circumftances 
might concur to difguft them, and render the experiment · 
abortive. In .confirmation of this, we need only obferve, 
that the fame . Foxes, which, when at liberty, darted on 
he poultry with their ufuaf eagernefs, never attempted 

to touch a fingle fowl after they were chained : And we 
are told further, " that a living hen was generally fi xed 
near them for a whole night; and, though food was kept 
from them for many hours, yet, in fpite of hunger and 
opportuni ty, they never forgot that they were chained, 
~nd difturbed not the hen." Now if any one f.hould be 
fo hardy as to affert from this, that Foxes have a natural 
averfion to poultry, one may eafily conceive how little 
credit would be given to the conclufion, and how mu.ch 
laughter it would excite. We juft mention this to thew, 
that experiments of this kind, where Nature is thwarted 
in her procefs, or reftrained in any of her operations, are 
not always to be depended upon.-That the Fox and the 
Dog will breed together is a falt , too well known in fe~ 
veral parts of the North of England to admit of the 

• fmalldl: 
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fmallefi: doubt. It is a common practice in many places 
to tie up a bitch that is in feafon, where ,fhe may be vi­

.-fited by a Fox, and be impregnated by him: The fruits 
of the conneaion are fufficiently obvious; mofi:, if not 
all the puppies have a fi:rong refemblance to the Fox: 
The £harp nofe, prick ears, long body, and fhort legs of 
the Fox, evidently point out their origin.--Thefe Dog.; 
are highly efi:eemed by farmers and graziers as the mof1: 
ufeful kind for driving cattle. They bite keenly; are 
extremely aclive and playful; and are very expert at de­
{l:roying weafels, rats, and other vermin. 

The Fox ileeps much during the day; but the night is 
its feafon of activity, and the time when it roams about 
in fearch of prey.-It will eat flefh of any kind; but pre­
fers that of hares, rabbits, poultry, and all kinds of birds. 
Thofe that refide near the fea coafi:s will for want of 
.other food eat crabs, fhrimps, rnufcles, and other fhell­
fifh. 

In France and Italy, the Fox does great damage a­
mong the vineyards by feeding on the grapes, of which 
it is extremely fond.-It boldly attacks the wild bees, 
.and frequently robs them of their flores; but not with 
impunity: The whole f warm flies out, and faflens upon 
the invader; but he retires only for a few minutes, and 
rids himfelf of the bees by rolling upon the ground; 
by. which means he crufhes fuch as fi:ick to him, and 
then returns to his charge, and devours both wax and 
honey. 

The cunning of the Fox in furprizing and fecuring its 
prey is equally remarkable: When it has acquired more 
than it can devour, its firfl care is to fecure what it has 
killed, which is genen}lJy all within its reach. It digs 

holes 
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holes in different places, where it conceals its booty by 
carefully covering it with earth to prevent a difcovery. 
If a flock of poultry have unfortunately fallen viB:ims to 
its fi.ratagems, it will bring them, one by one, to thefe 
hiding-places; where it leaves them till hunger demands 

frefh fupplies. 
The chafe of the Fox is a very favourite diverfion in 

this kingdom, and is no-where purfued with fuch ardour 
and intrepidity. Both our Dogs and Horfes are con­
feffedly fuperior to thofe of any other country.-The in­
fiant the Fox finds he is purfued, he flies towards his 
hole; and finding it fiopped, which is always carefully 
done before the chafe begins, he has recourfe to his 

fpeed and his cunning for fafety. He does not double 
and meafure his ground back like the Hare; but conti­

nues his courfe fi.raight forward before the Hounds with 

great fi.rength and perfevera1:ce. Both Dogs and Horfes, 
particularly the latter, have frequently fallen viB:ims to 
the ardour of the purfuit; which has fometimes conti­
nued for upwards of fifty miles without the fmallefi. in­

terrniffion, and almofi. at full fpeed *. As the fcent of 
the Fox is very ftrong, the Dogs follow with great alacri­
ty and eagernefs, and have been known to keep up a con­
tinued chafe for eight or ten hours together; and it i$. 

'i' Mr CH AR LES TuRNER' s Hounds hunted at Ayreyholm, near 
Hurworth, i-n the county of Durham, and found the noted old Fox: 
CESAP-, which made an extraordinary chafe: After a round of 
four miles , he led to Smeaton, through Hornby and Appleton; 
then back again to Hornby, Worfet-moor, Pierfburgh, Limpton, 
Craythorn, Middleton, Hilton, Seamer, Newby, Marton, Ormf­
by; then upon Hambleton, through Kirk1eatham-park, Uplea­
tham, Skelton, and Kilton. Mr Turner tired three Horfes; and 
<Jnly three Hounds were in pnrfuit, when he thought proper to 
~all them off, it being near fin: in the eveni ng , The chafe was 
upwards of fifty mile . 

hard 
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hard to fay, whether the fpirited eagernefs of the Hounds, 
the ardour of the Horfes, or the enthuGaf m of the hun­
ters, is moft to be admired. The Fox is the only one of 
the party which has the plea of neceffity on his Gde; and 
it operates fo fl:rongly, that he often efcapes the utmoft 
efforts of his purfuers, and returns to his hole in fafety. 
The fmell of his urine is fo offenGve to the Dogs0 that it 
fometimes proves the means of his efcape from them. 
When all his fhifts have failed him, and he is at laft over­
taken, he then defends himfelf with great obftinacy, and 
fights in Glence till he is torn in pieces by the Dogs. 

There are three varieties of Foxes in this ifland, which 
differ from each other more in form than in colour. 

THE GREYHOUND FOX 
is the largeft, and is chiefly found in the mountainous 
parts of England and Scotland: He is likewife the bold­
efl:, and will attack a well-grown Sheep.-His ears arc 
long and erect, an(~ his af peel: wild. 
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THE MASTIFF FOX 

xs rather lefs ; but his limbs are more ftrongl y formed:~· 

T H E C u R. F O X 

is tI1e leafl:, but the mofl: common; and approaches 

neareft to the habitations of mankind. It lurks about 

the ont-houfes of the farmer, and carries off all the poul­

try within its reach.-It is remarkably- playful• and fami­

liar when tamed; but, like all wiid animals h<!lf-rechirr.­

ed, will, on the I!i:afl: offence, bite thofe it is moft fami-­

liar with. 

The eye of the Fox: is of a lively hazel c·olour, very 

fignificant and expreffive; aTid difcovers very f enfibly the 

different emotions of love, fear, or anger,. by which it 

may be affelred.-It feems greatly to admire its builiy 

tail, and frequently amufes itfelf by endeavouring to 

catch it as it runs round. In cold weather, when it lie 

down, it fold ~ it about its head to keep its nofe warm. 

The 
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The Fox fleeps found; and, like the Dog, lies 111 a 
round form. When he is only repofing himfelf, he 
ftretches out his hind legs, and lies on his be JI y. In this 
pofition, he fpies the birds as they alight on the hedge 
or places near him, and is ready to fpring upon fuch as 
are within his reach. He rarely lies expofed; but chufes 
the cover of fome thick brake, where he is pretty fecure 
from being furprized.-Crows, magpies, and other birds 
which confider the Fox as a common enemy, will often 
give notice of his retreat by the moft clamourous notes; 
and frequently follow him a confiderable way from tree 
to tree, repeating their outcries. 

Foxes produce but once a year, from three to fix young 
ones at a time. When the female is pregnant, {he re­
tires, and feldom goes out of her hole, where ihe pre­
pares a · bed for her young. She comes in feafon in the 
winter; and young Foxes are found in the month of 
April. If ilie perceive that her habitation is difcovered, 
:!he carries them off, one by one, to a more fecure retreat. 
-The young are brought forth blind, like puppies . 
They grow eighteen months or two years, and live thir­
teen or fourteen years. 

The Fox is frequently taken in traps; but great cau­
tion muft be ufed to deceive this wily animal. The trap 
muft be placed in the midft of a fi eld, where there is nei­
ther hed_ge nor path near it; and fo nicely covered with 
mould, that not the. leaft veftige can be feen where it 
lies: ~bout the trap, and at a fmall diftance from it, in 
different places, a few pieces of cheefe, or other ftrong­
ly-fcented food, muft be car.elefsly fcattered: Then with 
a Sheep's paunch, or fome other animal fubfl:ance, a 
trail is made, of about a mile in length, to the diffe-

ren t 
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rent places where the bait is laid, and from thence to the 

trap: The £hoes of the perfon who carries the trail mu~ 

be likewife well rubbed with the paunch, that the Fox 

may not difcover his fcent. He then approaches with 

more confidence; and if the defign be well conduB:ed 

feldom fails of being caught. 

There are great varieties of this animal apparently pro­

duced by the influence of climate. Thofe of this coun­

try a!e moftly of a tawny-red, mixed with aili colour; 

the fore part of the legs is black; and the tail tipt with 

white.-In colder countries, Foxes are of various colours. 

THE BLACK F O X 

is moil valuable for its fur, which is efteemed in Ruffia 

fuperior to that of the fineft Sable: A fingle fkin wilt 

fell for four hundred rubles. 

THE CROSS F O X 

inhabits the colcleft parts of Europe, Afia, and North~ 

America.-Its fur is very v.rluable, being thicker and 

fofter than the common fort. Great numbers of :£kins 

are imported from Canada.-It derives its name from a 

biack mark which paffes over its back acrofs the fhoul­

ders, and another along the back to tne taiL 
• 

THE CoRsAc F O X 

is common in the deferts beyond the Yaick rivet, a·nd 

feems to be the fame animal defcribed by M. Buffon un­

der the name of the !fatis.-In fummer, it is of a pale:.. 

tawny colour, with a white throat; in winter, it is grey., 

The 
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The tip <?f the tail is black. It is fmaller than the com­
mon Fox; and its hair is foft and downy .-It lives in 
holes in the earth, and is caught by the Kirgis-Khaiffacs 
with falcons and greyhounds. Forty or fifty thoufand 
are taken annually, and fold to the Ruffians at the rate 
of forty copeics (about twenty-pence) each.-The na­
tives, in their traffic, ufe their ikins inftead of money. 
Great numbers are fent into Turkey. 

~~~--;;-:'~---

--- - -- ~ ~--~. =~...;:_..,,...,._ 

THE ARCTIC FOX 

inhabits the countries bordering on the Frozen Sea. It 
is found in Greenland, Iceland, Spitzbergen, Nova-Zem­
b1a, and Lapland; in Kamtfchatka, and the oppoGte parts 
of America.--It burrows in the ground, and makes 
holes feveral feet in length, at the end of which it forms 
a neft \ivith mofs. In Greenland and Spitzbergen, it 
lives in the clefts of rocks, being unable to burrow on 
account of the froft. Two or three of them inhabit the 
fame hole. 

This animal is endowed with all the cunni'ng of the 
common Fox; preys on young geefe, ducks, and other 
water-fowl, before tl,iey are able to fly; lik:ewife, on 

s hares, 
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hares, wild birds, and eggs: And in Greenland, for want 
of other food, it feeds on berries and ihell-fifh. In Lap­
land and the North of AGa, their principal food is the 
L eming, or Lapland Marmot; immenfe fhoals of which 
fometimes cover the face of the coµntry . The Foxes fol- ' 
low them, in their migrations, from one place to ano­
ther; and as the return of the Marmot is very uncertain, 
and frequeutly after great intervals of time, they are 
fometirnes abfent three or four years in purfuit of this 
their favourite prey. . 

The hair of the Arctic Fox is of an a{h colour, but 
changes to white in the winter, when it is long, foft> 
and fomewhat woolly: Its tail is fhorter than that of the 
common Fox, and niore bufhy; and its toes are covered 
with fur on the under part, like thofe of a Hare: It is 
f maller and more ilender than the E~iropean Fox: Its 
nofe is fharp and black; and its ears {hort, and almoft 
hid in the fur.-It is -fometimes taken in traps; but its 
:!kin being of little valu e, it is not hunted with much 
eagernefs . 

T HE 
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T H E w 0 L F. 

ALL naturalifts agree in placing the Wolf and the 

Dog in the famv clafs; and, from the Dighteft in­
fpell:ion of their outward form only, one would be led 
to conclude the Wolf was in every rcfpell: a Dog in its 
ftate of natural freedom. The chief difference confifts 

in the form of its head ; its eyes are fixed in a more ob­

lique poGtion, and being of a br'ight-green colour, give it 
a look of the 1110ft favage fiercenefs; Its ears are {harp 

and erect; its tail long, bu:fh y, and bending inwards be­

tween its hind legs; its body is ftronger than that of al­

mofl: any fpecies of Dogs, its j aws and teeth larger, and 

its hair coarfer and thicker. The internal ihuuure of 

thefe animals is, however, very •fimilar. The Wolf cou-

1les in the . fame manner as the Dog; and its immediate 
fL 1aration is prevented from the fame caufe. The time 

of ... _eftation is alfo nearly the fame; and, from a variety 

of 1 scefsful experiments related by the celebrated Dr 
Hunh-, there 1s no longer any room to doubt, that the 

S l Wolf 
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w ·olf and the Dog will copulate together, and produce 
an intermediate fpecies, capable of fubfequent propaga­
tion. 

The appetite of the Wolf, for every kind of animal 
food, is exceffively voracious; and, although Nature has 
furnifhed it with every requi.Gte for purfuing and con­
quering its prey, it is frequently reduced to the lafl: ex­
tremity, and fometimes perifhes for want of food: So 
great is the general detefl:ation of this defl:rucl:ive crea­
ture, that all the wild animals endeavour to avoid it, and 
mofl: commonly efcape by their fuperior f wiftnefs.-' 
When preffed with hunger from repeated difappoint­
ments, the Wolf becomes ingenious from want, and 
courageous from neceffity. It then braves every danger, 
and even attacks thofe animals that are un~er the pro­
teltion of man. Sometimes whole droves of them join 
in the cruel work of general devafl:ation, roam through 
the villages, and attack the fheepfolds : They dig the 
earth under the doors, enter with dreadful ferocity, and 
put every living creature to death before they depart. 
The Horfe is the only tame animal that can defend itfelf 
againfl: them: All the weaker animals become their prey; 
even man himfelf, upon thefe occafions, frequently falls 
a victim to their rapacity ; and it is faid, that when once 
they have tafl:ed human blood, they always give it the 
preference.-From hence, many fuperfl:itious fl:ories have 
been told of the Wolf: The old Saxons believed that it 
was poffeifed by fome evil fpirit, and called it the Were­
Wuif; and the French peafants, _from the fame rea[cfl', 
call it the Loup-garou . / 

The language of the poet is beautifully defcript4'e of 
tl1is. creature's inJatia_ple fury;-. 

" .By 

/_ 
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"'' By wintry famine rous'd, from all the tracl: 
" Of horrid mountains, which the ihining Alps, 
~, And wavy Appenine, and Pyrenees, 
" Branch out, flupend0us, into difl:ant lands, 
" Cruel as death ! aD d hungry as the grave! 
" Burning for blood! bony, and gh aunt, and grim! 
" Aifembling Wolves, in raging troops, dcfcend; 
" And, pouring o'er the country, bear along, 
" Keen as the north wind fw eeps the gloff y fnow : 
" All is their prize."----

The Wolf has great ftrength, efpecially in the mufcles 
-0f his neck and jaws. He can carry a Sheep in his 
mouth, and eafily run off with it in that manner. His 
bite is cruel and.. deadly, and keener as it meets with 
lefs reGftance; but when oppofed, he is cautious and 
circumfpell:, and feldom fights but from neceflity. He 
is harder and more robuft,. but not fo fenfible as the 
Dog. He almoft inceifantly prowls about for prey, and 
of all animals is the moft difficult to conquer in the 
chafe. His fenfe of fmelling is peculiarly {hong: He 
fcents the . track .of animals, and follows it with great 
perfeverance: The odour of carrion ftrikes him at the 
diftance of near a league.--Wolves are capable of 
bearing want of food for a long time: To allay their 
~unger, they will fometimes fill their fl:omachs with 
mud. They have been known to follow armies, and 
affemble in troeps upon the field of battle·; tear up fuch 
bodies as have been carelefsly interred, and devour them. 
with infatiable avidity. 

In all ages, the Wolf has been con fi.dered as the mofl: 
favage enemy of mankind, and rewards given for iti 
hea<.\. Vario'ui methods 'have been taken to rid the 
world of this rapacious invader : Pit-falls, traps, and. 
poifon, have all been employed againft him; and, hap .. 

S 3 ' pily 
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pily for thefe iflands, the whole race has long been ex­

tirpated here. King Edgar attempted to effect it in Eng ... 

land by remitting the punifhment of certain crimes on 

producing a number of Wolves' tongues; and in Wales, 

the tax of gold and filver '?as commuted for an annual 

tribute of Wolves' heads.-Some centuries after that, 

thefe anima1s increafed to fuch a degree, as to become 

an obj ect of royal attention; and great rewards were 

given for deftroying them. Camden informs us, that 

certain perfons held their lands on. condition of hunting­

and deftroying the Wolves t,hat infefted the country; 

whence they were called the Waive-hunt. In the reign 

of Athelftan, Wolves abounded fo much in Yorkihire, 

- that a retreat was built at Flixton to defend paffengers 

from their attacks.-As the ravages of thefe animals were 

greateft during winter, particularly in January, when the 

cold was f evqeft, our Saxon anceftors diftinguiihed that 

month by the title of Wolf-moneth: They alfo called an 

outlaw Wo!f]hed, as being out of the protection of the 

law, and as liable to be killed as that deftrull:ive beaft.­

They infefted Ireland many centuries after their extinc­

tion in England; the lafl prefentment for killing Wolves 

being made in the county of Cork about the y:ear 17 ro. · 

Thefe animals abound in the immen fe forefts of Ger­

many; where the following methods are taken to deftroy 

them :-In fome very fequeftered part of the foreft, they 

hang up a large piece of carrion fo the branch of a tree, 

having previoufiy made a train of fomc miles Jong, lea1-

ing fm all pieces of putrid fleih here and there to alJure 

the Wolves to the fpot : They then wait' till it is dark, 

and ~pproach the pbce with great circumfpeB:ion ~ where 

~hey fometimes find two or three vy olves aiTembl..:d, leap-,n~ 
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ing up, and ftraining themfelves to catch the bait, which 
_is placed juft within their reach; and while the animal · 
are ,bufily employed in this way, the hunters being pro­
vided with fire-arms, fe1dom fail to difpatch them.­
In a convenient place, at the foot of a declivity, they 
mike a fmall inclofure of {hong pales, fo high, that the 
)Volf having once entered, cannot return again. An 
opening is left at the top of the bank; and a Sheep that 
has been long dead, is the bait, to , hich he is allured 
by long trains, made from different places where he is 

• 
known to haunt. As foon as he arrives at the fpot, he 
examines every part of the inclofure; and, finding no 
other way to come at the booty, he precipitates himfelf 
to the bottom; and , having made a plentiful meal, en-

-deavours in vain to reafcend. His difappointment at not 
being able to get back is producl:ive of the mofl dreadful 
how lings, which alarm his enemies; and they either take 
him alive, or dif patch him with bludgeons.-It is re­
markable, that when this animal finds there is no polli­
bility of efcaping, his courage entirely forfakes him; and 
he is for fame time fo ftupified with fear, that he may 
be killed without offering to refift, or taken alive without 
much danger.--Wolves are fometimes taken in. {hong 
nets, into which they are clrive:n by the hun ters, who 
furround a large traD: of land, and with drums, horn s, 
and other inftruments, accompanied with loud cries fro m 
a large company affembled upon the occafion, drive the 
animals towards the entrance of the nets ; where they 
are entangled, and killed with clubs and hatch ets. Great 
care muft be taken to fecure them at firft: If they reco­
ver from their conflernation, they eafily efcape by tear­
ing the net to pieces. 

S 4 Wolve-s 
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Wolves are found, with fome variety, in almoft every 
country of the world. Thofe ·of Senegal are larger and 
fiercer than thofe of Europe.-In North-America, they 
are fmall, of a dark colour, and may be eafily tamed. 
Before the introduB:ion of Dogs, th~ favages made ufe 
of them in hunting the wild animals of the country; and 
they are ftill employed for the fame purpofe in the more 
remote parts of that vaft continent. They are faid to 
hunt in packs, and run down the Deer by their fcent,­
The appearance of thefe animals near the habitations of 
the Indians, fometimes indicates that the Bifon or the 
Deer is at no great diftance; and when any of thofe are 
taken, the Wolves are rewarded with the offal.-Cate:fby 
affirms, that the Wolves of that country have mixed with 
the Dogs carried thither by the Europeans, and pro­
duced an intermediate race.--In the northern regions, 
there are Wolves entirely white, and others of a deep­
black.--In Mexico, there is a variety of the Wolf with 
a very large head, ftrong jaws, and great teeth: On the 
upper lip it has ftrong briftles, not unlike the fofter 
fpines of the Porcupine, of a grey and white colour; 
i ts ears are large and erect:; its body is afh-coloured, 
fpo tted with black; on its fides there are black ftrip es 
fro m the back downward; its neck is fa t and thick, co­
vered with a loofe :fkin, marked with a long tawn y 
{hoke ; on the breaft is another of the fame kind; the 
tai l is long, and ti nged in the middle wi th tawny ; the · 
legs and fee t are ftriped with black. It inhabits the hot 
parts of Mexico or N ew Spain, is equally voracious with 
the European Wolf, attacks cattle, and fometimes men. 
- T here are no Wolves farther South on the new conti­
v.ent~ 

Ta E 
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T H E D 0 G. 

T HE fervices of this truly valuabie creature have 

been fo eminently ufeful to the domeftic interefts 

of men in all · ages, that to give the hiftory of the Dog 

would be little lefs than to trace mankind back to their 

original ftate of fimplicity and freedom, to mark the pro­

grefs of civilization through the various changes of the 

world, and to follow attentively the gradual advancement 

of that order which placed man at the head of the ani­

mal world, and gave him a manifeft fuperiority over eve­

ry part of the brute creation. 

If we confider for a moment the ftate of man without 

the aid of this ufeful domeftic ;-with what arts fhall he 

oppofe the numerous hofts of foes that furround him on 

all fides, feeking eve,ry opportunity to encroach upon his 

poffeffions, to deftroy his labours, or endanger his per­

fonal fafety? or how !hall he bring into fubjell:ion fuch 

as are neceffary for his well-being? His utmoft vigilance 

wiJl not be fufficient to fecure him from the rapacity of 

·the one, nr,r his greateft exertions enable him to over-

come the fpeed of the other. To maintain his inde­

pendence, to infure his fafety, and to provide for liii 

fupport, it was neceffary that fome one among the ani­

mals ihoulcl be brought over to his affiftance, whofe zeal 

,and fidelity might be depended on. And where, amidfl: 

all the various orders of animated being, could one be 

found fo entirely adapted to this purpofe? where could 

one be found fo bold, fo trall:able, and fo obedient as 

the Dog? Without its affiftance, how could man have 

.(:onquered, tamed, and reduced other animals into flave­

ry? how could he hav~ hunted q.own and deihoyed thofo 

1}04lQW? 
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noxious animals, from whofe rapacity his life was in 
continual danger ?-To confirm the truth of thefe ob­
fervations, we need only turn our attention to the pre­
fent condition of thofe nations which are not yet emerged 
from a ftate of barbarifm, wliere the uf es of the Dog are 
but little known or attended to, and we will find that 
they lead a precarious and wretched life of perpetu_al 
warfare with the ftill more favage inhabitants of t~e fo­
refc:, with which they are obliged to difputc the po:!fef­
fion of their uncultivated fields, and divide with them the 
fruits of their labours.-From hence we may conclude, 
that the attention of mankind, in the earliefi: ages, would 
be engaged in training and rendering this animal fub­
fervient to the important purpofes of domefiic utility; 
and the refult of this art has been the conqueil and 
peaceable po:!feffion of the earth. 

Of all animals, the Dog feems moil fuf ceptible of 
change, arid moft eafiI,y modified by difference of cli­
mate, food, and education; not only the figure of his 
bo<ly, but his faculties, habits, and difpofitions, vary in a 
furprizing manner. In the fame country, one Dog dif­
fers greatly from another; and in different climates, the 
very fpecies feems to be changed. Nothing . appears con­
ftant in thefe animals but their internal conformation, 
which is alike in all; in every other ref peB:, they are to­
tally _diffimilar. They vary in fize, in figu_re, in the 
length of the nofe and fuape of the head, in the length 
'1nd direction of the ears and tail, in the colour and 
quantity of the hair, &c,-To enumerate the different 
kinds, or mark the difcriminations by which each is dif­
.tinguifhed, would be a taik as fruitlefs as it would be im­
poffible; to ac<;ount for this wonderful variety, or in-

veftigate 
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.yefligate the character of the primitive :fl:ock from which 

they mufl: all have fprung, would be equally vain.-We 

have feen, in the hifl:ory of the Cow and the Sheep, that 

.thofe animals which have been long under the manage­

ment of man, never prefe~ve the ft.amp of Nature in its 

original purity. In wild animals, which fiill enjoy their 

original freedom from refiraint, and have the indepen­

dent choice of food and climate, this impreffion is fiill 

faithfully preferved; but thofe which man has fubdued, 

tranf ported from climate to climate, changed their food, 

habits, and manner of living, mufi neceffarily have fuf­

_fered the greatefi alterations in their form ; and as the 

Dog, of all other domefl:ic animals, is mofi accufl:omed 

to this influence, is endowed with difpoGtions the moft 

docile and obedient, is fufceptible of ev~ry impreffion, 

and fubmiffive to every refl:raint, we need not wonder 

that he :fhould be fubject to the gre.ateft variety.-To an 

attentive obferver o~ the canine race, it is truly wonder­

ful and curious to obferve the rapid changes and fingular 

combinations of forms, arifing from promifcuous inter­

courfe, which every-where prefent themfelves: They ap­

pear in endlefs fucceffion, and feem more like the effect 

of whimfical caprice than the regular and uniform pro­

duction of Nature: So that, in whatever light we confi­

der the yarious mixtures which at prefent aboµnd, and 

render every idea of a f yfl:ematic arrangement dubious 

;:md problematic~!, we may fairly prefume, that the fer­

vices of the Dog would be firfi required in maintaining 

and preferving the fuperiority of map over thofe animals 

which were defiined for his fupport.-We £hall there-, 

f ore begin ,yitl~ 
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TH E S H E P H E R n's D O G. 
This ufeful animal, ever faithful to his charge, reigns 

at the head of the flock; where it is better heard, and 
n10re attended to, than even the voice of the iliepherd. 
Safety, order, and difcipline, are the fruits of his vigi­
lance and all:ivity. 

In thofe large trall:s of land which, in many parts of 
our iiland, are folely appropriated to the feeding of 
Sheep and other cattJe, this fagacious animal is of the 
utmofr importance. Immenfe flocks may be feen conti­
nually ranging over thofe extenfive wilds, as far as the 
eye can reach, feemingly without controul: Their only 
guide is the fhepherd, attended by his faithful Dog, the 
conH:ant companion of his toils : It receives his com­
mands, and is always prompt to execute them; it is the 
watchful guardian of the flock, prevents them from {hag­
gling, keeps them together, and condull:s them from one 
part of their pafture to another; it will not fuffer any 
{hangers _ to mix with them, but carefully keeps off every 
intruder. In driving a number of Sheep t.o any diftant 
vart, a well-trained Dog never fails to confine them to 

the 
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the road, watches every avenue that leads from it; where 
he takes his fl:and, threatening every delinquent : He 
purfues the fl:ragglers, if any iliould efcape ; and forces 
them into order, without doing them the leaft injury. 
If the herdfman be obliged to leave them, he depends 
upon his Dog to keep the flock together; and as foon as 
he hears the well-known fignal, this faithful creature 
condull:s them to his mafter, though at a confiderable 
diftance. 

There is a very remarkable fingularity in the feet of 
·the Shepherd's Dog: All of them have one, and fome 
two toes more than other Dogs, t~ough they feem not 
to be of much ufe. They appear to be ddl:itute of muf­
cles, and hang dangling at the hind part of the leg more 
like an unnatural excrefcence than a neceffary part of the 
animal. But the adage, that 'Nature has made nothing 
jn vain,' ought to correl\: our deciGon on their utility~ 
which probably may exift unknown to us. 

This breed of Dogs, at prefent, appears to be pre­
ferved, in the greateft purity, in the northern parts of 
Scotland; where its aid · is highly neceffary in managing 
the · numerous herds of Sheep bred in thofe extenfive 
wilds. 

TPIB I 
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THE C u R D O G 

is a trufty and ufeful fervant to the farmer and grazier ; 
and, although it is not taken notice of by naturalifts as a 
diftinll: race, yet it is- now fo generally ufed, efpecially 
in the North of England, and fuch great attention is paid 
in breeding it, that we cannot help confidering it as a 
permanent kind. They are chiefly employed in driving 
cattle; in which way they are extremely ufeful. They 
are larger, {hanger, and fiercer than the Sl.epherd's Dog; 
and their hair is fmoother and fho1ter. They are rnofUy­
of a black and white colour. Their ears are half-prick­
ed; and many of them :a.re whelped with fhort tails, 
which feem as if they had been cut: Thefe are called 
Self-tailed Dogs. They bite very keenly; and as they al­
ways make their attack at -the heels, the cattle have no 
defence againfl: them: In this way, they are more than 
a match for a Bull, which they quickly compel to run. 
Their fagacity is uncommonly great: They know their 
ma-fl:er's fields, and are fingularly attentive to the cat-

tle 
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tle that are in them : A good Dog watches, goes his 
rounds; and, if any ftrange cattle iliould happen to ap­
pear amongft the herd, although unbidden, he quickly 
flies at them, and with keen bites obliges them to depart. 

Similar to the Cur, is that which is commonly ufed 
in driving cattle to the flaughter; and as thefe Dogs have 
frequently to go long journies, great firength, as well as 
f wiftnefs, is r:equired for that purpofe : They are there­
fore generally of a mixed kind; and unite in them the 
feveral qualities of the Shepherd's Dog, the Cur, the 
Maftiff, and tlie Greyhound. Thus, by a· judicious mix­
ture of different kinds, the fervices of the Dog are ren-­
derecl frill more various and extenGve, and the great pur­
pofes of domeftic utility are more fully anfwered. 

T H E G R E E N L A N n D O G. 

The favage afpeB: and difpofition of this Dog feem to 
bear fome affinity to the rigours of the climate it inha­

bits. 
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bits. The Pomeranian or W o1f Dog of M. Buffon, the 
Siberian, Lapland, and Iceland Dogs are fomewhat fimi­
lar to it in the !harpnefs of their muzzles, in their long 
fhaggy hair, and bu{hy curling tails. The principal dif­
ference is in their fize. Though much larger, they all 
of them have fome refemblance to the Shepherd's Dog. 

Moft of the Greenland Dogs are white; but fome are 
fpotted, and fome black. They may rather be faid to 
howl than bark. The Greenlanders fometimes eat their 
fle{h : They make garments of their {kins, and ufe them 
in drawing fledges; to which they yoke them, four, five, 
and fometimes fix together *. 

The Dogs of Kamf'thatka are commonly black or 
white. They are ftrong, nimble, and all:ive; and a-re 
very ufeful in drawing fledges, the only method of tra­
velling in that dreary country during the winter. They 
travel with great expedition. Captain King relates, 
that, during his ftay there, a courier with difpatches, 
drawn by them, performed a journey of 2 70 miles in lefo 
than four days. The fledges are ufually drawn by five 
Dogs, four of them yoked two and two abreaft : The 
foremoft all:s as a leader to the reft. The reins being 
faftened to a collar round the leading Dog's neck, are of 
little ufe in directing the pack; the driver depending 
chiefly upon their obedience to his vo.ice, with which he 
animates them to proceed. Great care and attention are 
confequently ufed in training up thofe for leaders, which 
are more valuable according to their fteadinefs and do­
cility:; the furn of forty roubles, or ten pounds, being 

I 

;/f< Five of thefe Dogs, that had efcaped with their trappings, 
were found in Greenland, and brought to this country a few years 
a_go by on~ of our fhips in the fifbery~ 
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no unufual price for one of them.-The rider has a 
· crooked flick, anf wering the purpofe both of whip and 
reins; with which, by flriking on the fnow, he regulates 
the fpeed of the Dogs, or flops them at his pleafure. 
vVhen they are inattentive to their duty, he often chaf­
tifes them by throwing it at them. He difcovers great 
dexterity in regaining his flick, which is the greatefl: dif­
ficulty attending his fituation; for if he fhould happen to 
lofe his fl:ick, the Dogs immediately difcover the circum .. 
flance, and feldom fail to fet off at full fpeed, and con­
tinue to run till their flrength is exhaufled, or till the 
carriage is overturned, and dafbed to pieces, or hurried 
down a precipice. 

~ * #. in December, I 784, one of thefe Dogs was left by a fmug~ 
gling veifel near Boomer, on the coaft of Northumberland; finding 
himfelf deferted, he began to vvorry Sheep, and in that way did 
fo much damage, that he became the terror of the country within 
a circuit of above tvtenty miles. We are affured, that when he 
caught a Sheep, he bit a hole in its right fide, arid after eating 
the tallow about the kidneys, left it; f everal of them thus lacera• 
ted were found aliye by the fh epherds, and being taken propet 
care of, fome of them recovered, and afterwards h1d Lambs.­
From his delicacy in this ref peB:, the deftruB:ion he made may 
in fame meafure be conceived, as it may be fuppofed that the 
fat of one Sheep in a day would hardly fat.isf y his hunger. The 
farmers were fo much alarmed by his depredations, that va:·ious 
means were ufed for his deftruB:ion. They frequently purfoed 
him with Hounds, Greyhounds, &c. but when the Dogs came 
up with him, he laid down on his back, as if fopplicating for mer­
cy, and in that pofition they never hurt him ; he therefore laid 
quietly, taking his reft till the hunters approached, when he made 
off without being followed by the Hounds, till they were again 
excited to the purfuit, which always terminated unfuccefsfully.­
And it is worthy of notice, that he was one day purfucd from 
Howick to upwards of thirty miles difiance, but returned tbit,ber, 
and killed Sheep the fame evening. In March, 1785, his con­
fl:ant refidence during the day was upon a rock, on the Heugh­
hill, near Howick, where he had a view of four roads that ap­
proached it; and after many fruitlefs attempts, he was at lall: 
!hot there. 

T THE 
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THE Bu LL D O G 

is the fiercefi: of all the Dog kind, and is probably the 
moil: courage~us creature in the world. It is low in fi:a­
ture, but very ftrong and well-built. Its nofe is iliort, 
and the under jaw projeB:s beyond the upper, . which 
gives it a fierce and unpleafing af peB:.-Its courage in 
attacking the Bull is well known: Its fury in feizing, 
and its invincible obftinacy in maintaining its hold, are 
truly afl:onifhing. It always aims at the front; and ge­
nerally fafl:ens upon the lip, the to?gue, the eye, or fome 
part of the face ; where it hangs, in f pite of every effort 
of the Bull to difengage himfelf. 

The uncommon ardour of thefe Dogs in fighting will 
be heft illufl:rated by the following fall:, related by an 
eye-witnefs; which at the fame time corroborates, in 
fome degree, that wonderful account of the Dogs of 
Epirus, given by Elian, and quoted by Dr Goldfmith in 
his hifl:ory of the Dog. -Some years ago, at a bull .. 
baiting in the North of England, when that barbaroµs. 
cufi:om was very common, a young man, confident of 
the courage of hi-s Dog, laid fome tri:fling wagers, that 

he 
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he would, at feparate times, cut off all the four feet of 

his Dog; and that, after every amputation, it would 

attack the Bull. Thp cruel experiment was tried, and 

-the Dog cont inued to feize the Bull as eagerly as if he 

had been perfectly whole. 

Of late years, this inhuman cufl:om of baiting the Bull 

has been almo:fl entirely laid aGde in the North of Eng­

land; and, confequently, there are now few of this kind 

of Dogs to be f een. 

As the Bull Dog always makes his attack withou t 

barking, it is very dangerous to approach him alone, 

without the greatefi: precaution. 

T H E MASTIFF 

1s much larger and fl:ronger than the Bull Dog, and 

feems every way form ed for the important trufl: of 

guardin g and fecuring the valuable property committed 

to his care. Houfcs, gardens, yards, &c. are fafe from 

depredations 

/ 
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depredations whilfi: in his cuflody. Confined during the 
day, as foon as the gates are locked, he is left to range 
at full liberty: He then goes round the premiifes, ex­
amines every part of them, and by loud barkings gives 
notice that he is ready to -defend his charge. 

Dr Caius, in his curious treatife on Britifu Dogs, tells 
us, that three of thefe animals were reckoned a match 
for a Bear, and four for a Lion. 

We have a curious account, recorded in Stow's An­
nals, of an engagement between t-hree Mafi:iffs and a 
Lion, in the prefence of James the Firft. " One of the 
Dogs being put into the den, was foon difabled by the 
Lion; which took it by the head and neck, and drag­
ged it about : Another Dog was then let loofe, and 
ferved in the fame manner: But the third being put 
in, immediately feized the Lion by the lip, and held him 
for a confiderable time ; till being feverel y torn l)y his 
claws, the Dog _was obliged to quit its hold; and the 
Lion, greatly exhaufi:ed in the conflilr, refufed to renew 
the engagement; but taking a fudden leap over the 
Dogs, fled into the interior part of his den. Two of 
the Dogs foon died of their wounds: The lafi: furvived, 
and was taken great care of by the king's fon; who 
faid, " he that had fought with the king of beafi:s, 
" fuould never after fight with any inferior creature." 

The Mafi:iffs of Great-Britain were noted in the time 
of the Roman emperors; who appointed an officer, 
whofe fole bufinefs it was to breed, and fend from hepce, 
fuch as would prove equal to the combats of the amphi­
theatre. 

The following anecdote will £hew, that the Mafi:iff, 
confcious of its fuperior ftrength, knows how to chaftife 

the 
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the impertinence of an inferior :-A large Dog of this 

kind, belonging to the late 1\1. Ridley, efg; of Heatton, 

near Newcafi:le, be-ing fregu(:)ntly molefled by a mongrel, 

~nd teazed by its continual barking, at bfl: took it up in 

his mouth by t}:ie back, and with great compofure drop­

ped it over the quay into the river, without doing a.ny 

farther injury to an enemy fo much his inferior. 

There are varieties of this animal, fame of which a1 e 

produced by a mixture with the Bull Dog.-The Ban­

Dog is lighter, fmaller, more alrive, and 1efs powerful 

than the M;,i.fliff; its nofe is {malle_r and finer, and its 

hair rougher. It :is, notwithflanding, very fierce, and 

employed in the fame ufefu1 purpofes as the Mafliif. 

THE DALMATIAN OR COACH DOG 

has been erroneouily caJled the Danifa Dog, and by rv.r. 

Buffon the 1-Irwrier if B engalj but for what reafon it is 

diffict~lt to afcertain, as its incapacity of fcenting is fuf-

T 3 ficieu t 
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ficient to deftroy all affinity to any Dog employed in 
the purfuit of the Hare.--It is very common in this 
country at prefent; and is frequently kept in genteel 
houfes, as an elegant attendant on a carriage, to which 
its attention feems to be folely direlt:ed. We do not, 
however, admire the cruel pralt:ice of depriving the poor 
animal of its ears, in order to encreafe its beauty; a 
pralt:ice fo general, that we do not remember ever to 
have feen one of thefe Dogs unmutilated in that way. 

THE IRISH GREYHO"UND 

is the largeft of the Dog kind, and its appearance the 
mofl: beautiful and majefl:ic.--It is only to be found 
in Ireland, where it was formerly of great ufe in clear­
ing that country from Wolves. It is now extremely 
rare, and is kept rather for £how than ufe, being equally 
unferviceable for hunting either the Stag, the Fox, or 
the Hare. 

Some of thefe Dogs are about four feet high, perfeB:ly 
white, and are made fomewh4t like a Greyhound, but 
more robuft; their afpelt: is mild, and their dif pofition 
gentle and peaceable; their ftrength is fo great, that in 
combat the Maftiff or }3ull Dog is far from being equal 
to them: They always feize their antagonifts by the 
back, and £hake them to death, which their great fize 
generally enables them to do with much eafe. 

M. BufforJ fuppofes the Great Dan!Jh Dog to be only a 
variety pf the Iriil1 Greyhound.--Next to this, in fi ze 
and firength, is 

THE 
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THE ScoTTISH HIGHLAND GR°EYHOUND, 

OR WoLF DOG; 

which was formerly ufed by the chieftains of that coun­

try in their grand hunting parties.-One of them, which 

we faw fome years ago, was a _large, powerful, fierce­

looking Dog: Its ears were pendulous, and its eyes half 

hid in the hair; its body was {hong and mufcular, and 

covered with harfh, wiry, reddi{h hair, mixt with white. 

THE GAZEHOUND 

was fomewhat fimilar to the Greyhound; and, like that 

·c1.nimal, hunted only by the eye. It was formerly in 

great repute, but is now unknown to us. It was ufed 

in hunting either the Fox, the H are, or the Stag. It 

would felell from the reft the fattefl: deer, purfue it by 

'the eye, and though it fhould rejoin the herd, would in­

fallibly fix upon the fame, and purfue it till taken. 

T4 TH E 
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T H E G R E Y H O U N D, 
M. Buffon fuppofes to be the Iri{h Greyhound, rendered 
thinner and more delicate by the difference of c1imate 
and culture: But whatever truth there may be in the 
fanciful arrangements of that mgenious author, there is 
an evident fimilarity of form in ·all of thofe juft mention­
ed; particularly in the depth 9f the chefl:, in the length 
of the legs, and in the fmallnefs of the muzzle. 

~he Greyhound is the fleeteft of all Dogs, and can 
outrun every animal of the chafe; · but as it wants the 
fac ulty of fcenting, it only follows by the eye. It was 
formerly held in fuch efl:imation, as to be confidered the 
peculiar companion of gentlemen; and, by the foreft 
laws of king Canute, it was enacte~, that no perfon un-

. der that degree fhould prefume to keep a Greyhound . 
The Small Italian Greyhound is not above half the fize, 

but perfectly fimilar in form. Its !hape is exquifitely 
beautiful and delicate.-It is not common in this coun­
try, the climate being too rigorous for the extreme deli­
cary pf its conftitution~ 

THE 
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T H E LURCI-IER 

is fomewhat fhorter than the Greyhound, and its limbs 

ftronger; its body is covered with a rough coat of hail', 

moft commonly of a pale-yellow colour; its afpecr is ful­

len; and its habits, from whence it derives its name, 

are dark and cunning. 

·As this Dog poffe:!fes the advantage ~fa fine fcent, it 

is often employed in killing Hares and Rabbits in the 

night time. When taken to the warren, it fteals ou t 

with the utmoft precaution, watches and fcents the Rab­

bits while they are feeding, and darts upon them without 

barking or making the leafl noife. Some of tl1em will 

make incredible havock in orie night; and are often fo 

trained, as to bring their boo,ty to their mafter, who 

waits in fom~ convenient place to receive it ·*.-They are 

* We have feen a Dog and Bitch of this kind in the poffeffion 

of a man, who bad formerly ufed them for the purpofe above de ­

fcr ibrd. He declared, that he could at that time procure in at1 

ev~ning as many Rabbits with them as he could carry home. 

fo 

I 
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fo deftrull:ive, and have been fo often employed in il­
licit prall:ices, that · thef are now profc1)bed; ·and the 
breed is almoft extinll:. 

Another Dog of this family, formerly in ufe, but now 
only known to us by its name, is 

THE TUMBLER; 

which was fo called from its cunning manner of taking 
Rabbits and other game. It did not run direll:ly at 
them; but, in a carelefs and inattentive manner, tum­
ble,d itfelf about till it came within reach of its prey; 
which it always feized by a fudden fpring. 

. · THE TERRIER 

has a moft acute fmell, is generally an attendant 01;1 eve­
ry pack of Hounds, and is very expert in forcing Foxes 
or other game ~ut of their coverts. It is the determined 
enemy of all the vermin kind; fuch as Vv eafels, Fou­
marts, Badgers, Rats, Mice, &c. It is fierce, keen, and 
h'1.rdy; and, in its encounters with the Badger, fome-

times 
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times meets with very fevere treatment, which it fuftains 

with great courage and fortitude; and a well-trained ve­

teran Dog frequently proves more than a matcp for that 

hard-bitten animal. 

There are two kinds of Terriers,-the one rough, 

fhort-legged, long-backed, very {hong, and moft com­

monly of a black or yellowifh colour, mixed with whi te ; 

the other is fmooth, fleek, and beautifully form ed, hav­

ing a fhorter body, and more fprightly appearance : It 

is generally of a reddifh-brown colour, or black, with 

,tanned legs ; and is fimilar to the rough Terrier in dif­

poli tion and faculties, but inferior in fize, ftrength, and 

fi ercenefs. 

THE BE A G_ LE. 

Of thofe Dogs that are kept for the buGnefs of the 

chafe, in this country, the Beagle is the fmalleft, and is 

only ufed in hunting the Hare; although far inferior in 

point of fpeeu to that animal, they follow by the exquifite-

nefa 
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nefs of their fcent, and trace her footfteps through all her 
various windings with fuch exac1nefs and perfeverance, 
that they afford moft excellent diverfion, and generally 
reward the hunter's toil with the death of the wearied fu­
g1t1ve. Their tones are foft and mufical, . and add greatly 
to the· pleafures of the chafe. 

The HARRIER is nimble and vigorous, ancl purfues the 
Hare with the moft impetuous eagernefs, gives her no 
time to breathe nor double ; and the moft eager f portfmen 
generally find it fufficient exercife to keep in with their 
f peed. They exert their voices with great chearfulnefo, 
:and make del~ghtful harmony. 

A mixt breed between this and the large Terrier 
forms a flrong, active, and hardy hound, ufed in hunting 
the Otter, It is rough, . wire-haired, thick-quartered, 
long-eared, and thin-fhouldered. 

There is reafon to fuppofe that the Beagle and the Har­
rier, which only differs from it in being fomewhat larger, 
mufl: have been introduced into Great Britain after the 
Romans became mafl:ers of the iiland; as, before that pe­
riod, the Britons were occupied in clearing their extenfive 
forefts of the various wild beafts, fuch as Wild-Boars, Bears, 
Wolves, &c. with which they abounded, · and for that pur­
p9fe larger and fl:;ronger Dogs than the Harrier or the l,3e a-e 
gle would be required. 

THI! 

. ... 
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T H E F ·o x H O U N D. 

No country in Europe can boafl: of Fox-hounds equal 

in fwiftnefs, firength, or agility, to thofe of Britain, 

where the utmoft attention is paid to their breeding, e­

ducation, and maintenance; the climate alfo feems con­

genial to their nature; for it has been faid, that when 

Hounds of the Engliih breed have been fent into France, 

or other countries, the_y quickly degenerate, and in fome 

degree lofe thofe qualities for which they were original­

ly fo admirable. In England, the attachment to the 

chafe is in fome meafure confidered as a trait in the na­

tional charall:er; confequently, it is not to be wondered 

at, that our Dogs and Horfes {hould excel all others in 

that noble diverfion. This propenfity appears to be en­

creafing in the nation; and no price feems now thougb t 

too great for Hounds o.f known excellence*. The Fox­

hounds generally preferred are tall, light-made, but {hong, 

and poifeffed of great courage, fpeed, and altivity. 

:If; In 1783, Mr Noel's pack was fold to Sil· Vlm Low th r, Bart. 

for IOO<il guinea11. 
The 
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The habits and faculties of thefe Dogs are fo generally 
known, as to render any defcription unneceBary. Dogs 
of the fame kind are alfo trained to the hunting of the 
Stag and other Deer. The following anecdote affords 
a proof of their wonderful fpirit in fupporting a con­
tinuity of exertion:-

" Some years fince, a very large St.ag was turned out of 
,v-hin 1.eld Park, in the county of W efl:moreland, and purfued 
by the hounds of the Right Hon. the Earl of Thanet, till, by 
fatigue or accident, the whole pack were thrown out, except two 
ftaunch and favourite Dogs, which continued the chafe the great­
efl: part of the day; the Stag return~d to the park from whence 
he fet out, and, as h :s laft effort, leapt the wall, and expired as 
foon as he had accomplifhed it. One of the Hounds purfued to 
the wall, but being unable to get over it, laid down, and almoft 
immediately expired; the other was alfo found dead at a fmall 
di:flance. 

" The length of the chafe is uncertain ; but as they were 
feen at Red-kirks, near An.nan, in Scotland, di:flant, by the pofi­
road, about forty-fix miles, it is conjectured that the circuitous 
and uneven courfr they might be fuppofed to take, would not be 
lefs than one hundred and twenty mile.r. To commemorate this 
fact, the horns of the Stag, which were the largeft ever feen in 
that part of the country, were placed on a tree of a moll: enor­
mous fize, in the park, ( afterwards' called the Hart-horn tree) 
acc.:ompanied with this infcription :-

" Hercul es kill'd Hart o'Greece, 
" And I--fart o'Greece kill'd Hercules. 

" The horns have been fince removed, and are now at Juli­
an's Bower, iri the fame county." 

l 
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THE OLD ENGLISH HOUND 
• 

is defcribed by Whitaker, in his Hiftory of Manchefl:er, as 
the original breed of this ifiand, ufed by the ancient Bri­
tons in the chafe of the larger kinds of game, with which 
their country abounded at that time. This valuable Hound 
is diftinguiilied by its great fize and ftrength; its body is 

long, its cheft deep, its e~rs long and fweeping, and the 
tone of its voice is peculiarly deep and mellow. From 

the particular formation of its organs, or from the extra­
ordinary moifturc that always adheres to its nofe and lips, 
or perhaps from fome other unknown caufe, it is endued 
with the mofl: exquifite fenfe of fmelling, and can often dif­
tingui{h the fcent an hour after the lighter Beagles have 

given it up. Their fiownefs alfo difpofes them to receive 
the directions of the huntfman; but as they are able to 

hunt a cold fcent, they are too apt to make it fo, by their 

want 
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want of fpeed, and tedious exaB:nefs. Thefe Dogs were 
once common in every part of this iiland, and were for,d 
merly much larger than at prefent. The breed, which 
has been gradually declining, and its fize ftudioufly dimi­
niilied by a mixture of other kinds in order to increafe it£ 
f peed, is now almoft extinlL It fee ms to have been ac­
curately defcribed by Shakefpere, in the following lines: 

My Hounds are bred out of the Spartan kind, 
So flewed, fo fanded, and their heads are hung 
With ears that [weep away the morning dew; 
Crook-knee'd and dewlap'd, like Theffalian bulls; 
Slow in purfuit; but match'd in mouth like bells, 
Each under each. 

BeGdes thefe, there is a variety called the Kibble Hou11d~ 
produced by a mixture of the Beagle and the Old Engli!h. 

THE BLOOD HOUND 

was in great rcqueft with our anceftors; and as it was 
remarkable for the finenefs of its fcent, it wa~ frequently 
employed in recovering game that had efcaped wounded 
from the hunter. It could follow, with great certainty, 
the footfteps of a man to a confiderable diftance; and in 
barbarous and uncivilized times, when the thief or mur­
derer had fled, this ufeful. creature would trace him 
through the moft fecret and thickeft coverts, nor would 
it ceafe its purfuit till it had taken the felon; for this 
reafon there was a law in Scotland, that whoever de­
nied entrance to one of thefe Dogs, in purfuit of ftolen 
goods, fhould be deemed an acceffary. But, zs the arm 
of juftice is now extended over every part of the country.? 
and there are no fecret receffes where villainy may lay 
concealed, thefe fervices are no longer neceffary. In 

1 Scotland 
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Scotland it was diftinguiihed by the name of the Sleuth 

Hound. 
Some few of thefe Dogs are fiill kept in the fouthern 

part of the kingdom, and are ufed in the purfuit of Deer 

that have been previoufly wounded by a £hot to draw 

blood, the fcent of which enables them to purfue with 

moft unerring fteadinefs.-They are alfo employed in dif­

covering Deer-ftealers; whom they infalliblY.. trace by the 

blood that iff ues from the wounds of their viclims. 

The Blood-hound is taller than the Old Engliih Hound, 

moft beautifully formed, arid fuperior to every other kind 

in all:ivity, fpeed, and fagacity. They feldom bark, ex­

cept -in the chafe; and are commonly of a reddi{h or 

brown colour. 

Somervile thus beautifully defcribes their mode of pur"' 

fuing the nightly fpoiler :-

" Soon the fagacioils brute, his curling taii 

" Flourifh'd in air, low bending plies around 

" His bufy nofe, the !learning vapour fouffs 

" Inquifitive, nor leaves one turf untry'd , 

" Till, confcious of the recent ftains, his heart 

" Beats quick; his fnuffiing nofe, his acl:iv e tail, 

" Atteft his joy; then with deep-op'ning mouth , 

" That makes the welkin tremble, he proclaims 

" Th' audacious felon : Foot by foot he marks 

" His winding way, while all the lifl 'ning crowd 

" Applaud his reas'nings. O'er the wat'ry ford, 

" Dry fandy heaths, and fl:or1y barren hills; 

" O'er beaten paths, with men and beafls difi.ain 'd, 

" Unerring he purfues, till at the cot 

" Arriv'd, and feizing by his guilty throat 

" The catif vile, redeems the captive prey ; 

u ,. $9 c~quifitely delicate his fenfe ! ''_ 

u T H t. 
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THE NEWFOUNDLAND DOG. 

The drawing of this Dog was taken from a very fine 
one at Eflington, in the county of Northumberland; its 
dimenfions were as follow :-From its nofe to the end of 
its tail, it meafured fix feet two inches; the length of its 
tail one foot ten inches ; from one fore-foot right 
over its ihoulders to the other, five feet foven inches; 
girt behind the {boulder, three feet two inches; round its 
head over its ears, two feet; round the upper part of its 
fore-leg, nine inches and a half. It is web-footed, can 
fwim extremely fafi, dive with great ~afe, and bring up 
any thing from the bottom of the water. It is natural­
ly fond of fi{h, and eats raw trouts, or other fmall fifh, 
out of the nets. 

This breed of Dogs was originally brought from the 
country of which they bear the name, where their great 

ftrength 
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fl:rength and docility render them extremely ufeful to the 

fifhers on thofe coafts, who ufe them in bringing down 

wood from the interior parts of the country to the fea­

fide ; three or four of them yoked to a fledge, will draw 

two or three hundred weight of wood piled upon it, for 

feveral miles, with great eafe; they are not attended with 

a driver nor any perfon to guide them, but after having 

delivered thei-r-.lo.ading, they return immediately to the 

woods, where they are accuftomed to be fed with dried 

fifh, &c. 

The extraordinary fagacity of thefe Dogs, and their at­

tachment to their mafters, render them highly valuable in 

particular fituations. Among the innumerable inftances, 

wherein they have difplayed thofe faculties, the following 

anecdotes appear to be not unworthy of notice:-

During a fevere fl:orm, in the winter of 1789, a fhip, 

belonging to Newcaflle, was loft near Yarmouth, and a 

Newfoundland Dog alone efcaped to the fhore, bringing 

in his mouth the captain's pocket-book; he landed amidfl: 

a number of people that were affembled, feveral of whom 

in vain endeavoured to take it from him. The fagacious 

animal, as if fenfible of the importance of the charge, 

which in all probability was delivered to him by his per­

iihing mafter, at length leaped fawningly againft the 

breaft of a man, who had attracted his notice among the 

crowd, and delivered the book to him. The Dog im­

mediately returned to the place where he had landed, and 

watched with great attention for every thing that cam.e 

from the wrecked veffel, feizing them, and endeavouring 

to bring them to land. 

The following is another infl:ance of their gteat do ... 

cility, and ftrength of obfervation :-

U 7. .A 



308 HISTORY OF Q_UADRUPEDS. 

A gentleman walking by the fide of the river Tyne.1 
and obferving, on- the oppofite fide, a child fall into the 
water, gave notice to his Dog, which immediately jump­
ed in, f warn over, and, catching hold of the child with 
its mouth, brought it fafe to land. 

THE RoucH WATER DOG. 
This Dog, from its great attachment to the water" 

may be placed at the head of thofe that frequent that 
element. It is web-footed, f wims with great eafe, and 
is ufed in hunting ducks and other aquatic birds. It is 
frequently kept on board of veffels for the purpofe of 
taking up birds that are fhot, ancl drop into the fea; 
and, from its aptnefs to fetch and carry, it is ufeful in 
recovering any thing that has fallen overboard. 

There is a variety of this kind ~uch fmaller.-They 
are ho.th remarkable for their Jong and {haggy coat,. 
which frequently incommodes them by growmg over 
their eyes. 

THE 
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THE LARGE WATER SPANIEL. 

This beautiful animal is remarkable for its docile and 
obedient difpofition, as well as its attachment to its maf­
ter. It receives inftruaions with readinefs,. and obeys 
with uncommon alacrity.-Its form is elegant, its hai r 
beautifully curled or crifped, its ears long, and its afpeB: 
mild and fagacious.-It is fond of the water, and f wims 
well. It is chiefly ufed in clifcovering the haun ts of 
wild-ducks and other water fowl; and alfo in finding 
birds that have been fhot or difabled. - lt is probably the 
Finder, defcribed by Caius. 

l T 3 T H E 



310 HISTORY OF Q_UADRUPEDS. 

THE SMALL WATER SPANIEL 
is fimilar to the other in form, habits, and difpofition; 
and its capacity for receiving inftruB:ion is equalJy good , 
With looks of extreme attention and fenfibility, it ob­
ferves the motions of its mafter, and catches the well­
known fign.al with amazing promptitude. 

The various tricks which thefe Dogs are fometimes 
taught to perform, feem more like the effect of reafon­
ing powers, thaµ of undifcerning inl1inlt. 

TH E 
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THE SPRINGER, OR COCKER, 

is lively, altive, and pleafant; an unwearied. purfuer of 

its game, and very expert in raifing woodcocks and 

fnipes from their haunts in woods and madhes, through 

which it ranges with amazing perfeverance. 

Of the fame kind is that beautiful little Dog, which, 

in this country, is well known under the appellation of 

King Charles's Dog; the favourite and con{hnt compa­

nion of that monarch, who was generally attended by 
feveral of them. It is {l:ill preferved as an idle but inno­

cent companion.-Its long ears, curled hair, and web­

feet, evidently point out its alliance with the more ufeful 

and all:ive kind laft mentioned. 

Similar to this, but fmaller, is the Pyrame Dog. It is 

generally black, with reddifh legs; and above each eye l ' 
a fpot of the fame colour. 

Still farther removed, we have the Shock Dog; a dimi­

nutive creature, almofl: hid in the great quantity of its 

hair, which covers it from head to foot. 
U ~ Another · 
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Another variety is the Lion Dog; fo called from the 
fhaggy hair which .covers the head and all the fore part 
of the body; whilft the hinder part is quite fmooth, 
faving a tuft of hair at the end of the tail. This f pedes 
is become extremely rare. 

THE COMFORTER 

is a .moft elegant little animal, and is generally kept by 
the ladies as an attendan~ of the toilette or the drawing­
room. 

From thefe, and a mixture of others, proceeds a num­
berlefs variety of Meifets, Lap-Dogs, Waps, Mongrel~~ 
~nd compounds without end. 

TH~ 
' ' 
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··THE ENGLISH SETTER 

js a hardy, aB:ive, handfome Dog. Its fcent is exqui­
fite; and it ranges with great fpeed . and wonderful per­
feverance. Its fagacity in difcovering the various kinds 
of game, and its caution in approaching them, are t ruly 
a.ftonifhing; but as the ufes of this valuable Dog are fo 
well known, we will conclude _with the following beau­
~iful quotation fr(?m Somervile ~-

" When autumn fmiles, all-beauteous in decay, 
" And paints each chequer'd grove with various hues~ 
" My Setter ranges in the new-fhorn fields, 
" His nofe in air erecl:; from ridge to ridge 
" Panting he bounds, his quarter'd ground divides 
" In eqµal intervals, nor carelefs leaves 
" One inch untry'd. At length the tainted gales 
" His noilrils wide inh~le; quick joy elates 
" His beating heart, which, aw'd by difcipline 
:' Severe, he dares not own, but cautious creeps, 
~• Low-cow'ring, frep by fiep; at lafl: attains 
" His proper difiance; there he fiops at once, 
t , And points with his infirucl:ive nofe upoq 
,~ The trembling prey."-~'."".""; 

THE 
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THE SPANISH POINTER 

is of foreign origin, as its name feems to imply; but 
it is now naturalized in this country, which has long 
been famous for Dogs of this kind; the greateft attention 
being paid to preferve the breed in its utmoft purity. 

This Dog is remarkable for the aptnefs and facility 
with which it receives inftruB:ion: It may be faid to be 
almoft felf-taught; whilft the Englifh Pointer requires 
the greatefl: care ancl attention in breaking and training 
to the fport. The Spaniili Pointer, however, is not fo 
durable and hardy, nor fo able to undergo the fatigues of 
an extenfive range. It is cliiefly employed in finding 
partridges, pheafants, &c. either for the gun or the net. 

It is faid, that an Engli{h nobleman (Robert Dudley, 
duke of Northumberland) was the firfl: that broke a Set­
ting-Dog to .the net. 

Many of the Set_ting-Dogs, now ufed by fportfmen, 
are a mixt breed, between the Englifh and Spani{h Poin­
ter. 

l' H E 
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THE NEW · souTH-WALES DOG 

is of a very favage nature. It neither barks nor growls; 

but when vexed, erell:s the hairs of its whole body like 

briftles, and appears extremely furious.-It is fond of 

rabbits and -chickens, which it eagerly devours raw; but 

will not touch dreffed meat.--Its great agility gives it 
much the advantage over other animals fuperior in fize. 

' One of them, fer'lt to this country from Botany-Bay, was 

fo extremely fierce, as to feize on every animal it faw; 

and, if not reftrained, would have run down Deer and 

Sheep; An Afs had alfo nearly fallen a victim to its fu­
ry. 

The height of this f peeies is rather lefs than two feet; 

the length two feet and a half. The head is formed 

much like that of a Fox; the ears ihort and ereB:. The 

general colour is a pale-brown, lighter on the belly; the 

feet and infide of the legs white. The tail is rather long 

and buihy, fomewhat like that of a Fox. 

We 

, 
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We have now given a £hart account of the moft con­
fpicuous figures which compofe this numerous group; 
and have arranged them in fuch a manner, as to exhibit 
their feveral charall:ers with as little confufion as poffible. 
-From thefe, which may be confidered as the root, a 
numberlefs and intricate variety of branches £hoot out in 
every direll:ion; fuch a combination of forms and difpo­
fitions, as no art can difcriminate. Of thefe we £hall 
jufl: mention, as being the moft ufefuI, 

T H E T u R N s p I T, 

which is generally long-bodied, has fhort crooked legs, 
its tail curled upon its back, and is frequently fpotted 
with black upon a blue-grey ground. It is peculiar in 
the colour of its eyes; the fame Dog often having the 
jris of one eye black, and the other white. 

It is a bold, vigilant, and fpirited little Dog: At pre-. . -
fent, however, its fervices feem but little attended to; 
a more certain method of doing the bufinefs of the fpit 
paying fuperfedecJ tl}e Jabours of this inquftdous animal. 

T H E 
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THE Pu o D O G, 
in outward appearance, is every way formed like the 
B~ll-Dog; but much fmaller, and its tail curled upon 
its back.-It was formerly very common in many parts 
of England; however, at prefent, it is rarely to be met 
with. Although it has no longer its admirers here, l\frs 
Piozzi informs us, that fhe faw great numbers at Padua, 
in Italy; and that it ftill maintains its place in the favour 
of the fair-ones of that country. 

That all thefe, however divided, compofe one general 
family, is apparent, from the facility with which they 
intermix, produce, and re-produce. In all of them the 
fame attachment to mankind, the fame pliant and hum­
ble difpofition, fubmitting with patience to the various 
indignities to which they are expofed by their dependant 
fituation, is eminently obfervable: Even thofe that, by 
2ccident or neglect, have been abandoned and become 
wild, when taken home, are eafily' reclaimed by kind­
nefs and attention: They quickly become familiar, and 
continue faithfully attached to their mafters.-Multitudes 
of thefe are to be found in South-America, which have 
fprung from thofe taken thither by the Europeans. They 
breed in holes like ' Rabbits, are formed fomew hat like a 
Greyhound, have ereB: ears, are very vigilant, and ex­
cellent in the chafe.-Thus we find, that the attachment 
of the Dog to mankind is fpontaneous; and, when once 
·engaged, it feems beyond the P?wer of il1 ufage to fub­
clue thofe inherent qualities. 

To mention fome of the more common inftances of 
this creature's fagacity, by way of elucidating its general 

· character, 
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charall:er, may not be amifs; and amongft thefe, its care 

in direll:ing the fteps of the blind man is not the leaft 

worthy of notice. There are few who have not feen an 

unfortunate objell: of this defcription led by his Dog, 

through the various paffages of a populous town, to the 

accuftomed place where he fits to fupplicate the contri­

butions of paffengers. It may fometimes be feen to fl:op 

at particular houfes, to receive the morfel from the hand 

of charity, or pick from the ground the money thrown 

out to relieve him. When the day is paffed, it condull:s 

him home again; and gratefully receives, as the reward 

of its fervices, the fcanty pittance which poverty and 

wretchednefs can beflow. 

Dogs will fometimes imitate the all:ions of their maf­

ters, will open a door that is faftened with a latch, or 

pull a bell, where they are defirous of gaining admit­

tance.-Faber mentions one, belonging. to a nobleman of 

--- the Medici family, which always attended at its mafter's 

table, took from him his plates,- and brought him others; 

and, if he wanted wine, would carry it to him, in a glafs 

placed upon a filver plate, which it held in its mouth, 

without [pilling the fmalleft drop. The fame Dog would 

alfo hold the ftirrups in its teeth, whilft its mafter was 

mounting his horfe. 

That thefe animals are capable of mutual attachment, 

is evident, from the well-known ftory of the Dog at St 

Alba n's; which, being left by its mafter at an inn there 

till he returned from London, and being ill-treated by a 

large Dog belonging to the houfe, ftole privately off; 

and returning again with a friend, that was much larger 

and ihonger than itfelf, they both fell upon the aggref-
for, 
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for, and puniilied him feverely for his cruelty to a firan­
ger. 

There are feveral peculiarities common to all animals 
of the Dog kind, briefly mentioned by Linmeus, w·ith 
which we !hall conclude its hiftory; the principal of 
which are as follow :-The Dog is carnivorous; its fl:o­
mach digefts bones; it eats grafs for a vomit; voids its 
urine fideways, and commonly where other Dogs have 
done fo before; fmells at a ftranger; fcarce]y ever f weats, 
but lolls out its tongue when hot; remembers injuries 
done to it; is fubjell: to the hydrophobia; its fenfe of 
hearing very quick; when aileep, is fuppofcd to dream ; 
goes with young fixty-three clays, and commonly brings 
forth from four to eight at one time. It barks at {hange 
Dogs, fnaps at a :fume thrown at it, howls at certain mu­
fical notes: When about to lie down, frequently goes 
round the place; fawns at the approach of its mafl:er, 
and will not patiently fuffer any one to {hike him; runs 
before him on a journey, often going over the fame 
ground; on coming to crofs ways, flops, looks back, 
and waits to obferve which of them he takes; fits dp 
and begs; and, when it has committed a theft, flinks 
away with its tail ·between its legs; is an enemy to beg­
gars and ill-looking people, and attacks them without the 
leaft provocation; is alfo faid to be fick at the approach 
of bad weather.-We cannot, however, agree with the 
learned naturalift, when he afferts, that the male pup­
pies refemble the Dog, and the fem ale the Bitch; or 
that it is a charaB:er common to the whole fpecies, that 
the tail always bends to the left fide. To thefe we may 
add, as equally void of foundation, a remark of M. Buf­
fon, that a female Hound, covered with a Dog of her 

own 
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own kind, has been known to produce a mixed race,: 

confifl:ing of Hounds and Terriers.-We barely mention 

thefe, to £hew, that too much caution cannot be ufed in 

forming general charall:ers or fyftematic arrangements;, 

and we leave it to the experience of the moft inattentive 

obferver to detect fuch palpable abfurdities. 

THE 
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T H E H A R E. 

T HIS harmlefs and inoffenfive animal, deflitute of 

every means of defence, and furrounded on all 

fides by its enemies, would foon be utterly extirpated, 

if Nature, ever kirtd and provident, had not endowed it 

with faculties, by which it is frequently enabled to evad~ 

their purfuit. 

Fearful of every danger, and attentive to every alarm, 

the Hare is continually upon the watch; and being pro­

vided with very long ears, moveable at pleafure, and 

eafily direll:ed to every quarter, is warned of the moft 

diftant approaches of danger. Its eyes are large and 

prominent, adapted to receive the rays of light on every 

fide, and give notice of more immediate alarms. To 

thefe ·may be added its great fwiftnefs, by which it foon 

leaves moft of its purfuers far behiud.-The hind are 

much longer than the fore legs, and are furniilied with 

{hong mufcles, which give the Hare a fingular advan­

tage in running againft a hill ; and, as if fenGble of its 

X powers 



322 HISTORY OF Q_UADRU.PEDS. 

powers in this refpelr, it is always obferved to fly tod 
wards rifing ground when firft fiarted. 

It is curious to obferve how admirably every limb and 
member of this creature is formed for fpeed.-Thus 
made for efcape, the Hare might be fuppofed to enjoy 
.i. ftate of tolerable fecurity; but as every rapacious ~rea­
ture is its enemy, it is feldom permitted to live out its 
natural term. Dogs and Foxes purfue it by infiinll:; 
Wild Cats, and Weafels of all kinds,_ catch and devour 
it; birds of prey are ftill more dangerous enemies; 
whilft man, far more powerful than all, makes ufe of 
every artifice to obtain an animal which conftitutes one 
of the numerous delicacies of his tabJe.-If we were to 
enumerate the various firatagems which ingenuity has 
fuggefted to circumvent this perfecuted creature, we 
would willingly omit the notable atchievements and gal­
lant exploits of the chafe; which, to a cool and dif paf­
fionate obferver, feem to demand a nobler game. 

" Poor is the triumph o'er the timid Hare." 

Another remarkable means of fafaty to the· Hare is its 
colour, which being fimilar to the ground where it fits, 
fecure& it from the fight of its enemies; and, as a fur­
ther inftance of the care of Providence in the pref erva­
'tion of its creatures, thefe, as weU as fome other ani­
mals in more northern regions, are obferved to change 
their colour and become perfec1:ly white during winter, 
which renders them lefs confpicuous-in the fnow.-Some 
rare inftances occur,. of whit€ Har€S being met with in 
Great-Britain. 

The Hare is a very prolific animal, and breeds thre·e 
or fo.ur times in the year. The females go with young 

thirty 



li IS TORY OF Q__U AD RUPE D S. 3 2 3 

thirty days, and generally bring forth three or four at a 

litter. The rutting feafon begins in February. 

During the day, Hares fleep or repofe in their feats, 

and feldom remove from them : The night is the feafon 

when they go about in fearch of food; and they are fure 

to return to their forms or feats by the fame paths which 

they took in leaving them. 

" 'Tis inflincl: that direcl:s the jealous Hare 

" To chufe her foft abode. With fl:ep revers'd, 

" She forms the doubling maze; then, ere the morn 

" Peeps through the clouds, leaps to her clofe recefs." 

The fur of the Hare is of great ufe in making hats; 

f or which purpofe many thoufands of their fkins are an­

nually imported from Ruflia. 

The Hare was reckoned a great delicacy among the 

Romans; but was forbidden to the Jews, and held fa­

cred among the ancient Britons, who religioufly abftain­

ed from eating it.-W e. are told, that Boadicea, immedi­

ately before her laft conflic\: with the Romans, let loofe 

a Hare ihe had concealed in her bofom ; which, taking 

what was deemed a fortunate courfe, was looked upon 

as a good omen.-It is to this day deemed unclean by 

the Mahometans. 

The Hare is found in moft parts of the world, with 

very little variety. Thofe of North-America are rat9er 

lefs than the European, frequent marfhes and meadows, 

and when purfued take refuge in hollow trees. 

X2 
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THE ALPINE HARE 
is grey in fummer, with a flight mixture of black an& 
tawny. Its hair is foft; its ears ihorter, and its legs 
more :!lender, than the common Hare's.-In winter, the 
whole body changes to a fnowy whitenefs, except the 
tips and edges of the ears, which remain black. 
- This animal lives on the higheft hills in Scotland, 

Norway, Lapland, Ruffia, and Siberia; never defcerids 
from the mountains, nor mixes with the common Hare, 
although they abound in the fame parts. It does_ not run 
faft; and, when purfued, often takes ihelter in clefts of 
rocks. It is eafily tamed, is very frolicfome, and fond 
of honey and other fweets. It changes its colour in Sep­
tember, and refumes its grey coat in April.-Troops of 
five or fix hundred are fometimes feen, which migrate 
towards the South in f pring, and return in autumn. 

THE 
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THE R A B B I T. 

NOTWITHSTANDING the great fimilarity be­

tween the Hare and the Rabbit, Nature has 

placed an infeparable bar between them, in not allow­

ing them to intermix, to which they mutually difcover 

the moft extreme averfion : Befides this, there is a wide 

difference in their habits and propenfities : The Rabbit 

Jives in holes in the earth, where it brings forth its 

young, and retires from the approach of danger; whiHl 

the Hare prefers the open fields, and trufts to its f peed 

for fafety. 
The fecundity of the Rabbit is truly aftoniiliing: It 

breeds feven times in the year, and generally produces 

eight young at a time; from which it is calculated, . that 

one pair may increafe, in the courfe of four years, to the 

amazing number of 1,274,840: So that, if frequent re­

dultio~s were not made in various ways, there is reafon 

to apprehend they would foon exceed the means of their 

fupport, and over-run the face of the country. But as 

their increafe is great, fo is the number of their enemies; 

for, befides thofe that are taken for the ufe of man, great 

X 3 numbers 
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numbers are devoured by Foxes, Weafels, Foumarts, and 
other beafts of prey.-In Spain, they formerly increafed 
to fuch a degree, as to become obnoxious; and the inha­
bitants were obliged to procure Ferrets from Africa to 
deftroy them. 

The Rabbit is capable of procreating at the age of five 
or fix months. The female goes with young about thir­
ty days. Previous to her bringing forth, ihe makes a 
bed with down, that fue pulls off her own coat. She ne­
ver leaves her young but when preffed with hunger, and 
returns as foon as that is allayed, which :fhe does with 
furprizing quicknefs. During the time ihe tends and 
fuckles her young, {he carefully conceals them from the 
male~ left he ihould devour them; and frequently covers 
up the mouth of the hole, that her retreat ma"y not be 
difcovered. 

The Rabbit lives to the age of eight or nine years, and 
prefers warm and temperate climates.-Pliny and Arif­
totle mention it as being anciently known only in Greece 
and Spain ; it is now, however, common in various parts 
of Europe.-In .Sweden and other cold countries, it can 
only be reared in houfes. 

This animal abounds in Great-Britain, where its ikin 
forms a very con'fiderable article in the manufacture of 
.hats. Lincoln{hire, Norfolk, and Cambri<lgefhire, are 
moft noted for the production of them. 

The flefl1 of the Rabbit, as well as the Hare, was for­
bidden to the Jews and Mahome·tans. 

TH 1.t ,, 
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THE DOMESTIC RABBIT 

1s of various colours-white, brown, black, and varie­

gated. It is fomewhat larger than the wild Rabbit; but 

its fleili is not fo good, being fofter and more infipid. 

Its food is generally cabbage leaves, colewort., blades of 

corn, four-dock, and other fucculent plants; but f weet 

fhort hay, with a little clean oats, make the befl: diet. 

The RABBIT OF ANGORA, like the Goat and Sheep 

of that country, is covered with long hair, which falls 

down its fide in wavy curls, and is of a filky finenefs. 

In Ruffia, there is a very remarkable variety of the 

Rabbit, _having a double fkin over the back, into which 

it can withdraw its head: It likewife conceals its fore 

legs in a part which falls down under the throat. Them. 

are fmall holes in this loofe fkin on the back, which ad­

mit light to the eyes. The colour of the body is cinere­

ous; that of the head and ears is brown.-A man ufcript 

account of this animal, with a drawing by Mr G. Ed­

wards, is preferved in the Britiili Mufeum. 

The Rabbit is not a native of America. There are 

great numbers of them in many of the Weft-India 

iilands, which have originated from a flock carried thi­

ther from Europe. 

X4 THE 
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THE GUINEA-PIG, OR "RESTLESS CAVY. 

T HIS little animal, though a native of Brazil, lives 
and propagates in temperate, and even in cold cli­

mates, when protelted from the inclemency of the fea­
fons.-Great numbers are kept in a domeftic ftate ; but 
for what purpofe can hardly be determined. They have 
neither beauty nor utility to recommend them; their 
fkins are of little value; and their flefh, though eatable, 
is far from being good. Their habits and difp~fition are 

, equally unpleafant and difgufting: Vnid 'of attachment 
even to their own offspring, they fuffer them to be de­
voured the moment they are brought forth, without 
making the fmallefr attempt to defend them. The males 
frequently ddl:roy their own young; and are fo ftupid, 
as to allow themfelves _ to be killed by Cats, without re­
fiftance. They pafs their whole lives in :fleeping, eating, 
~nd in the propagation of their f pecies. They are by na­
tqre gentle and tame; they do no mifchief, but feem to 
be equally incapable of good.-Rats are [aid to avoid the 
places where they reGde. 

The Guinea-Pig is confiderably Iefs than the Rabbit; 
its upper lip is only half divided; it has two cutting­
teeth in each jaw; large and broad ears; its hair is of 

different 
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'different colours-white, varied with orange and black in 
irregular patches ; has no tail ; is a reillefs animal ; feeds 
on bread, grain, and vegetables ; and makes a noife like 

the grunting of a Pig. 
This creature is capable of breeding at the age of two 

months, produces from four to twelve at one time; and 
the fpecies would be innumerable, if many of them were 

. not taken off by various means : Some are killed by 
Cats; others by the males; and more, both young and 
old, perifh by the feverity of the climate, and want of 

proper care. 

THE PACA, OR SPOTTED CAVY, 

is peculiar to South-America; frequents warm and moifl: 
places, chiefly by the banks of rivers ; digs holes in the 
ground, where it fecretes itfelf during the day; at night 
it goes out in quefi: of food ; is larger than a Hare; its 
body thick, round, and plump, like a young Pig, and 
very fat; it is covered with fhort coarfe hair, of a dufky 
colour, beautifully marked with lines of white fpots, dif­
pofed longitudinally; its head is round and thick, ear. 
broad, and eyes large and prominent; the end of its 

nofe 
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nofe is broad, of a black colour, and divided like that of 
the Hare; the upper jaw projell:s beyond the under; in 
each are two very long cutting-teeth, as yellow as faffron, 
and ftrong enough to gnaw wood; its legs are fhort and 
.clumfy; on each foot are five toes, armed with long 
aharp claws; its tail very :fhort. 

The motions of this animal are heavy and ungraceful. 
It runs feldorn, and with extreme aukwardnefs; fits fre­
quently upon its pofteriors ; and, in that :fituation, 
frnooths and dreifes itfelf with its paws, drawing them 
over its body with the utmofl nicety. It is a cleanly 
animal, and will not bear the fmalleft degree of dirtinefs 
in its apartment. 

In a domeftic ftate, this creature is gentle and trall:a­
·ble, fond of attention, and licks the hand of any one that 
careifes it. When irritated, it is apt to bite; and difco­
vers a ftrange averGon to children, whom it always pur­
f ues. Its anger is expreifed by chattering its teeth, and 
is always preceded by a kind of grunting.-It feeds on 
grain, roots, fruits, and almoft every kind of vegetable. 

In a wild ftate, this animal is caught with difficulty: 
When purfued, it takes to the water, and efcapes by 
diving; and, if attacked by Dogs, makes a vigorous de­
fence:--Its flefh is efteemed a great delicacy by the na­
tives of Brazil. 

There is reafon to fuppofe, that the fpecies might be 
eaGly naturali zed in this country, and added to our fl:ock 
of ufeful animals. It is not much afraid of cold; and, 
.,being accufl:omed to burrow in the earth, would by that 
means defend itfelf againft the rigours of our winter.­
One of this fpecies would furnifh as much good meat as 
feven or eight R abbits.--:--At Cayenne) them are feve-

ral 
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Yal varietil!s of them, weighing from fourteen to tw ·nty, 

and even thirty pounds. 

THE AGOTJTI, OR LONG-NOSED CAVY, 

.is about the fize of a hare; its nofe is long, upper lip 

divided, fkin ileek and iliining, of a brown colour mixed 

with red, tail fhort, legs ilender and al~oft naked, has 

four toes on the fore f~et, and three on the hind; grunts 

like a ·pig ; its appetite i~ extremely voracious; when fa­

tiated with food, it conceals the remainder; fits on its 

• hind legs, and feeds itfelf with its paws. ~t eats fruits, 

roots, nuts, and almoft every kind of vegetable ; is hunt­

ed with Dogs, runs faft, and its motions are like thofe of 
. . . 

a Hare; its flefh, which refembles that of a Rabbit, is 

eaten by the inhabitants of South-Americ~. Great· num­

bers of them are found in Guian~ an'd Brazil, wh~re they 

live in woods, hedges, and hollow trees. The female 

brings forth at all times of the year, and produces three, 

four, and fometimes five at a time. If taken when young, 

'the Agouti is eafily tamed, and will go out and return of 

jts own accord. It delights in cutting or gnawing every 

t hing with its teeth. When irritated, the hair of its back 
rifes., 

', 
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rifes, it fl:rikes the ground with its hind feet, and at the 
fame time makes a noife like the grunting of a Pig. 

THE AKOUCHI 

feems to be a variety of the Agouti, and though fome ... 
what lefs, is nearly of the fame form ; but its tail is long. 
er. It inhabits the fame countries; is of an olive colour; 
its flefh is white, delicate, and has the flavour of a young 
Rabbit; is much efteemed by the natives, who hunt it 
with Dogs, and reckon it among the fineft game of South 
America, 

THE RocK CAVY 

is likewife found in Brazil, is about twelve inches in 
length, the colour of the upper part of its body refembles 
that of the Hare, its belly is white, the upper lip divi­
~ed, the ears fhort and rounded like thofe of a Rat, anq 
has no tail. It moves like the Hare, its fore legs being 
fhorter than the hind. It has four toes on the fore feet, 
and only three on the hind. Its flefh is like that of the 
Rabbit, and their manner of living is alfo very fimilar. 

. ' 

THE 
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T H E s Q_ u I R R E L. 

T HIS beautiful little animal is equally admirable for 
the neatnefs and elegance of its formation, as for 

its livelinefs and activity . . Its difpofition is gentle and 
harmlefs; though naturally wild, it is foon familiarifed 
to confinement and reftraint; and though exceffively ti­
mid, it is eafily taught to receive with freedom the moft 
familiar careffes from the hand that feeds it. It ufually 
lives in woods, and makes its neft of mofs or dry leaves 
in the hollows of trees; it feldom defcends upon the 
ground, but leaps from tree to tree with great agility. 
Its food confif:\:s of fruits, almonds, nuts, acorns, &c. of 
which it accumulates grnat fiores for winter provifions, 
and fecures them carefully near its neft. In the fummer 
it feeds on buds and young ihoots, and is particularly 
fond of the cones of the fir and pine trees. The fpring 
is the feafon of love with Squirrels; at that time the 
males purfue the females, and exhibit wonderful proofs · 
of agility, whilfl: the latter, as if to make trial of the con-

fiancy 
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fl:ancy of their lovers, feem to avoid them by a variety of 

entertaining fallies, and, like true coquets, feign an 

e_fcape, by way of enhancing the value of the conqueft. 

They bring forth four or five young at a time. 

The Squirrel is of a bright-brown colour, inclining to· 

red; the breaft and belly are white ; the ears are orna­

mented with long tufts of hair; the eyes are large, black, 

and lively ; the fore teeth ftrong and £harp ; the fore legs 

are curioufly furnifhed with long ftiff hairs, which pro­

ject on each fide like whifkers. When it eats it fits 

erect, and ufes its fore paws as hands to conyey food to 

its mouth. The tail of the Squirrel is its greateft orna­

ment, and ferves as a defence from the cold, being large 

enough to cover the whole body; it likewife affifts it ju 

taking leaps from one tree to another; and we may add 

a third application of it, which would feem altogether 

improbable, if we were not aifured of it by Linmeus and 

other naturalifts :-In attempting to crofs a lake or river, 

the Squirrel places · itfelf upon a piece of bark, and, 

erell:ing its tail to catch the wind, boldly commits it(elf 

to the meroy of the waves. The fm allefl: gufl: of wind is 

fufficient to overfet a whole navy of thefe little adventu­

rers, and in fuch perilous voyages many hundreds of them 

are faid to peri!h. 

Of the Squirrel there are feveral varieties, fome of 

which are to be found 'in almofl: every country ; but they 

chiefly abound in northern and temperate climates. The 

Hudfon's-.Bay Squirrel is fmaller than the European; it 

is marked along the middle of the back with a dufky line, 

from head to tail ; the belly is of a pale-afh colour, 

mqttled with black; and the tail, which is dufky and 
I 

barred 
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barred with black, is not fo long, nor fo full of hair, as 
the common kind. 

The GREY SQ_u IRR EL is about the fize of a young 
Rabbit; its ears are fhort, and not tufted at the ends; 
its hair is grey, mixed with black; on each fide there is 
a red ftreak which runs lengthways; its tail is long and 
bufhy, of a grey colour, variegated with black and white. 
It is common to both continents; in Sweden and other 
northern countries it changes its colour in the winter. 
It is very numerous in North-America, and does incredi­
ble damage to the plantations; great flocks of them de­
fcend from the mountains, and lay wafte the fields of 
maize, by eating the young ears. A reward of three­
pence per head was given for every one ~hat was killed ; 
and fuch numbers were deftroyed in one year, that Pen­
f ylvania alone paid in rewards the furn of 80001. of its 
currency. 

The Grey Squirrel makes 
with mofs, ftraw, wool, &c. 

its neft in hollow trees, 
It lays up :fl:ores of provi-

fions in holes made in the ground, which it vifits occa­
fionally when in want of _meat: Thefe are often defl:roy­
ed by Swine; and fometimes fo long covered with fnow, 
that the Squirrels perifh for want of food. They are not 
eafily fhot, but evade the gun with , great quicknefs the 
moment they fee it levelled. They are eafily tamed; and 
their flefh is efteemed very delicate. 

The fur of thefe animals is very valuable, and is im­
ported under the name of petit-gris. 

The BLACK SQ_UIRREL is about the fam e fize and 
form with the laft, but its tail is not fo long: It is ge­
nerally black, with white on the nofe, ears, and end of 

the 
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the tail. Its dif po!ition and habits are fo fimilar to the 

Grey Squirrel, that it might be taken for a variety or 

that kind; but it is faid to aifociate in feparate troops, 

and is equally numerous . 

. This creature is found in the northern parts of Afia, 

North-America, and Mexico. In the latter country, 

there is a variety with plain round ears; the upper part 

of the body variegated with black, white, and brown.­

It is twice the fize of the common Squirrel~ lives under · 

ground, where it brings forth its young, and lays in its 

ftock of provifions. It feeds on maize; and is extremely 

lively, gentle, and docile. It is the Coquallin of M. Buf .. 

fon. 

THE GROUND SQ_UIRREL 

is very numerous in the forefts of North-America, as 

well as the North of Afia.-It burrows in the ground., 

and makes two entrances to its habitation; that if one 

ihould be ftopped up, it ma.y have accefs by the other. 

Its hole is formed with great ikill, having feveral branches 

from the principal paffage, each of which ii terminated 
by 
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by a ftore-houfe, in which its winter food is depofited: 
In one is contained acorns, in another nuts, in a third 
maize, and in another chefnuts, which are its favourite 
food. 

Thefe animals feldom ftir out during winter, or fo 
long as their provifions laft ; when thofe fail, they fome­
times work their way into places where apples are laid 
up, or into barns where maize is ftored, and make great 
havock. Duriiig harveft, they fill their mouths fo full 
with corn, that their cheeks are quite diftended, and 
carry it off to their concealed fl:ore. They give great 
preference to certain kinds of food; and if, after filling 
their mouths with rye, they chance to meet witb wheat, 
they difcharge the former, that they may fecure the lat­
ter. 

The Ground Squirrel is marked with a fl:ripe of black, 
which runs along the ridge of the back; and on each 
fide a yellow ftripe, bordered with black; its head, bo­
dy, and tail, are of a reddifh-brown; breaft and bc11y 
white; its nofe and feet of a pale-red colour; its eyes 
full and lively. It is very wild, bites feverely, and is 
tamed with difficulty. Its fkin is of little value. 

y TH?: 
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THE BARBARY SQ._UIRREL 

is of an aih colour, inclining to red; each fide is beau­

tifully marked with two white ftripes, running length­

ways; its belly is white; its tail bu{hy, and variegated 

with regular fhades of black, one beneath the other; its 

eyes are full and black, with white orbits. It is ab0ut 

the fize of the common Squirrel. 

Similar to this is the PALM SQ...UIRREL, having a 

pak-yellow ftripe on the middle of the back, and two 

on each fide parallel to it; the belly is of the fame co­

lour; the reft of the body black and red clofely mixed; 

its tail is long, does no.t lie on its back like that of the 

Squirrel, but is carried erell:.--Both thefe Squirrels in­

habit Barbary and other hot countries.-They live chiefly 

in palm-trees, from whence the latter has its name. 

The 
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The FAT Sez._u IRR EL is found in France and the 
fouthern parts of Europe. Its body is covered with foft 
hair, of an aih colour; its belly whiti{h; its ears thiri 
and naked. It is about fix inches long, and thicker than 
the common Squirrel. It dwells chiefly in trees, leaps 
from bough to bough, feeds on fruits and acorns, and 
lodges in the hollows of trees It remains in a torpid 
ftate during winter, and grows very fat.-It was con.G­
dered as a great deliGacy among the Romans; who had 
places conftruB:ed on purpofe to keep and feed them in, 
which they called gliraria. 

The GREATER DoRMOUsE, or G11.kDEN Sez._u1R­

R.EL, is •rather lefs than the laft mentioned. Its eyes 
are furrounded with a large black fpot, which reaches to 

, the ears; its body is of a tawny colour; its throat and 
belly white, tinged with yellow; its tail is long, and 
buihy at the end.-It is common in the South of Europe, 
infefts gardens, is particularly fond of peaches, and very 
deftruB:ive to all kinds of fruit. It lodges in holes in 
the walls, and brings forth five or fix young at a time. 
It has a ftrong odour, like a Rat; and, like the Fa.t 
Squirrel, remains torpid during the winter. 

y 2 
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THE LESSER DORMOUSE 

is rather larger than the Moufe, of a tawny red colourir 

with a white throat, and full black eyes. It lives in 

woods or thick hedges; makes · its neft with grafs, dried 

leaves, or mofs, in the hollow of a tree, or the bottom 

of a thick bufh; and brings forth three or four young at 

a time. It lays up ftores of nuts, acorns, and beans; 

and retires at the approach of cold weather to its retreat, 

where it rolls itfelf up in a warm neft, made of foft 

mofs, &c. and remains in a torpid fiate during the con­

tinuance of winter. The warmth of a funny day, or a 

temporary change from cold to heat, will fometimes re­

vive it; but, after taking a little food, it foon relapfes 

into its former ftate . 

TH E 
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THE FLYING SQ_UIRREL 

is peculiarly diftinguiihed by a membranous continua­
tion of the fkin of the !ides and belly, which extends 
from the fore to the hind feet., and affifis it greatly in 
making leaps from one tree to another, frequently at the 
diftance of t\~ren ty or thirty yards. Its head is f mall a11tl 
round, and its upper lip cloven; its eyes are full, round., 
and black; and its ears fmall and naked: 

This creature is found in all the nortltcrn regions, 
both of the old and new continen ts. It is more nu­
merous in America than in Europe, is lefs than the com'T 
mon Squirrel, lives in trees) and !leeps in the day, but 
is extremely all:ive during the night. · 

In the all: of leaping, the loofe £kin i fl:retched out 
by the feet; whereby the furface of the body is aug­
mented, the animal becomes lighter in proportion to its 
bulk, the acceleration of its fall is retarded , and it ·ap­
pears to fail or fly from one place to another. Where q 

Y 3 number 

I 
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number of them are feen at a time leaping, they appear. 

like leaves blown off by the wind. 

There are feveral kinds, differing much in fize.-. In 

the iflands of the Eaft-Indies, there is · a variety as large 

as a Hare, called the TAGUAN, or GREAT FLYING 

SQ...u IRREL ; which perfectly refembles the other in fi­

gure, and in the form ·of its lateral membrane. The 

head is fmaller in proportion to the fize of the body; the 

colour of the fkin is dark-brown, mixed with white; the 

under parr of the body whiti:fh; the tail is brown, and 

grows gradually deeper towards the end, where it is 

black; the claws are long, thin, and hooked, like thofe 

of a Cat, which enable it to keep hold where it happens 

to fall; it alfo catches hold with its tail, which is long 

an d mufcular. It is a wild and timid animal. Its bite 

is fo {hong, that it can make its efcape from a wooden 

cage with great facility. 

A variety is found in Virginia, called by Mr Pennant 

the HoonED SQ...UIRREL; the lateral m~mbrane begin­

ning at the chin and ears, where it forms a kind Qf 

hood; and extending, l~ke that of the former, from the 

fore to the hind legs: Its body is of a reddi:fh colour 

above, and of a yellowifh-a{h beneath. It is a rare fpe"' 

c,es, not much noticed by naturalifts. 

THE 
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THE M A R M O T 

I:_]' AS been placed by naturalifrs in th~ fame clafs 
~ with the Hare and the Rat kind; and on exa­

mining its parts, we find a partial agreement with both 
thefe animals. In its nofe and lips, as well as in the 
general form of its head, it refembles the H are; its ears 
are like thofe of the Ra.t, with which it li kewi fe aP'rees 

' J 0 

in the number and form of its teeth and claws. In 
other ref pelts, it is no way fimilar to either of tbof e 
kinds; and it is {till farther feparated from them by ha­
bitudes which fee.m peculiar to itfelf, and difi:inguiili it 
from almofr every other fpecies of quadrupeds. 

The Marmot inhabits the highcfr regions of the Alps; 
it is likewife found in Poland, Ukrain~, and Chinef~ 
Tartary; is fomewhat lefs than a H are ; jts q.rs are 
round, and fo fhort, that they are aJmoft hid in t11e fur; 
its tail is fhort and bufhy; the hair on the back is of a 
browni{h-afh colour; and that on the belly re ldifh, foft, 
and bufhy; its voic~ refembles the murmuring of a 
yol}ng puppy; whep irritated 9r frightened, it makes a 
whifUing noife, very loud and piercing to the ear~ lt 
feeds on infecl:s, roots, and vegetables; but when t.:i.med, 
is remarkably fond of milk and butter. It lives in holes, , 

Y 4 form ed 
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formed with great art in the fide of a mountain : There 

are two entrances to each; and the chamber to which 
they lead is deep and f pacious; the bottom is lined with 
mofs and hay, of which thefe provident animals lay in a 
fiore during fummer; and, at the approach of winter, 
ihut themfelves up in their holes by ftopping the en­
trances with earth, fo effectually, that no difcovery can 
-be made of the place of their retreat. The chamber in 

which they lodge is large enough to contain a family of 
from five to a dozen Marmots: They roll themfelves 
up; and being well covered with hay, remain in a tor­
pid ftate, infenfible to the rigours of the feafon, and per­
fectly fecure from the ftorm that r~ges without; till the 
chearing influence of the fun again ealls them out to re­
new their exhaufted ftrength, to propagate their kind, 
and provide for their future retreat. The torpid ftate 
lafts from about Michaelmas till April. They go in ex­

tremely fat, but gradually wafte ; and at the end of their 

long fleep, they appear lean and extremely emaciated. 
The Marmot produces once a year; and the litter ge­

nerally confifls of three or four.--When a number of 
them are feeding together, they place one as a centinel, 
which makes a whiftling noife on the leaft appearance of 
interruption; and the party immediately betake them­
felves to their holes, the centinel driving up the rear. 

The Marmot is a very playful animal, and is eafily 
tamed. It learns to hold a ftick, to dance, and to exhi-

" bit various geftures: It \ivill obey the voice of its mafter; 
and, like the Cat, has an antipathy to ·bogs, which it 
attacks fiercely upon the leafl: irritation. It is very apt 
to gnaw linen or woollen fl:ufFs: It often fits upright, or 

·walks with eafe on its hind feet-; It eats iri the rnanneli 

of 
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.of a Squirrel, and carries its food to its mouth with it 

fore paws. Its flefh is fometimes eaten, but is always at­

tended with a difagreeable odour. 

T . HE M O N A X · 

1s found in various parts of N orth-Americ.a, and feem 

_to be· the fame with the Marmot of Canada., defcribed by 

M. Buffon.-It is larger than a Rabbit, and in form an1 

colour refembies the Mu!k Rat; its tail is fhort and 

·rough; its ribs fo flexible, that it can eaGly p:1fs throug~ 

a hole of not more than two inches diameter; its eyes 

are black and prominent; its back is of a deep-brow n 

colour, lighter on t_he fides and belly; and its feet ancl 

'legs black.-Like the former, it ileeps during ·winter in 

holes under the roots of trees, and iives on fruits and 

other veget;bles. Its fle{h is good and well tafted . · 

An animal of the fame kind is found in the Bahama 

iiles; but _whether it retires to fleep, in a climate fo mild, 

'is not well kriovi'n. · 

THE 
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THE Q_u E BE c M A R M O T 

is rather larger than a Rabbit; its ears are ihort, and its 
whole head round; its cheeks are of a grey colour, and 
its nofe black; its back is variegated, each hair being 
grey at the bottom, black in the middle, and white . at 
the tips; its belly and legs are of an orange colour; its 
toes black and naked; and its tail fhort and rather bufhy. 
It inhabits Hudfon's Bay and Canada.--One of them, 
exhibited in London fome years ago, was perfectly tame. 
-Mr Pennant fuppof.es it to be the fpecies called the 
SIFF°LEUR by the French of Canada. 

THE 
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THE H A M s T E R. 

Although the qualities of this animal are fufficiently 

noxious to render it an object of univerfal detefhtion, in 

thofe countries where it abounds; yet, when conGdered 

with regard to thofe inflincl:s which conduce to its own 

prefervation and fupport, it well deferves our highcfl ad­

miration. ~ts habitation is curious, and conflrucl:ed with 

great art: It confifts of a variety of apartments, adapted 

_to various purpofes, and extremely well fitted both for 

the comfort and convenience of the inhabitants. The 

firft entrance is formed in an oblique direcl:ion, at the 

end of which the male finks a perpendicular hole, which 

he referves for his own ufe. 'I'he female makes fevera1, 

for the accommodation of herfelf and family, that her 

young, during the :lhort time they ~re allo'wed to fray 

with her, may have a free paffage to the genera, fiores. 

One of the holes is lined with ftraw, and ferves as a lodg­

jng ; the others contain provifiof).s, of which great quan­

Jities are always accumu~ated duri:ng the time 9f har­

vefl:. They begin to lay in their fl:ores in Augufl:. To 

facilitate the tranf portation of their food, nature ha~ fur­

pifhed them with two pouches in each cheek, into which 

they cram corn, beans, or peafe., till they feem ready to _ 

· bur-fl:; 
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burft; and, on their return to their holes, empty them, 
by preffing their two fore feet againft their cheeks. The 
quantity of provifi.on. found in thefe magazines, depends 
on the age or fex of the inhabitants. The old Hamfters 
often amafs an hundred pounds weight of grain, but the 
young and the females are fatisfied with much lefs. At 
the approach of winter, the Hamfters retire into their 
fubterraneous abodes, the entry to which they {hut up 
with great care. There they remain in perfect tranquil­
lity, and feed on their proviGons till the froft becomes 
fevere, when they fink into a torpid ftate, in which they 
continue till the return of fpring. During this period, 
if any of the holes be opened, the Hamft~r is always 
found lying upon a bed of foft ft~aw, with its head turn­
ed under its belly, between the two fore legs, whilft the 
hind ones reft ~pon the muz;Z1e. Its eyes are iliut, every 
member perfeltly ftiff, and fenfation fo totally fuf pended, 
that neither ref piration nor any other fign of life can be 
perceived. vyhen diifeB:ed in th~s fituation, the heart 
1nay be feen alternately contrall:ing and dilating very 
flowly; the fat appears to be coagulated, and t11e intef­
tines are quite cold; during th~s operation the an imal 
feem s to feel very little, it fometimes opens i~s mouth as 
if it w,:.ntcd to refpire, 'but the lethargy is too ftrong to 
~dmit of its entirely awaking. The ~amfters copulate 
i.b,out tl1e end of April, when the males enter the ~part­
ments of the female~, but remain only a few <lay~. If 
two males happen to meet · in the fame hole, a furious 
om bat enf ues, _which general:y termin;ltes in the death 

of the weaker. The females bring forth twice or thrice 
every year, each litter con Gft.i ng of fi x or eight; in about 
three weeks the young are driven from their holes, and 

left 
. \ 
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left to provide for themfelves. Their increafe is fo rapid 

in fome years, as to be almoft fufE.cient to occafion a 

dearth; but the ferocity with which they upon all occa­

fions attack· and devour each other is fo great, as to be 

the happy means of preventing the ill effects of their fe­

cundity. It is not only its own fpecies to which the fury 

of the Hamfter is directed ; he attacks and devours every 

animal without diftincticrn that he is able to conquer, and 

frequently oppofes himfelf to enemies much fuperior to 

himfelf in ftrength. Rather than fly, he allows himfelf 

to be beaten to death. If he feize a man's hand, he mufl: 

be killed before he can be made to quit his hold. A 

Horfe or a Dog are equally objects of his rage; and 

where-ever he feizes, it is with difficulty he can be dif­

en,gaged. 
The Hamfter is about the Gze of a large Water-Rat, 

has a fhort tail almoft n~ked; its colour on the head and 

back a reddifh-brown, not unlike that of a Hare; its 

throat is white, and it has three white f pots on each fide ; 

its breaft and belly are black. It is found ' in various 

parts of Germany, Poland, and Ukraine. The Pole-Cat 

is its greatefl: enemy ; it purfues the Hamfter into its 

hole, and defl:roys great numbers. Mr Ray obferves, 

that the hair of this animal is fo clofely united to the ikin, 

that it cannot be pulled off without great difficulty; on 
which account it is held in high efl:imation. · 

THE 
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THE CA s AN, 

1s denominated in Ruffia SousLIK, which fignifies in 

that language a beautiful fur. It refembles the Field­
Moufe in figure, and in the ihortnefs of its tail ; it is· 

about the fize of a large R at, and its £kin beautifully: 

marked with fmall white fpots upon a yellowiih ground. 
It is found upon ~he banks of the Wolga, and in the ad­

joining provinces as far as Aufi:ria. It burrows in the 

ground like a Rabbit, and lays in ftore of proviGons, con­

fi fling of grain, herbs, and roots ; it alfo feeds on young 
Mice, is very fond of falt, and is frequently taken on 

board the barges leaden with that commodi-ty.-The fe­
males bring forth from two to five at one time. 

TaE ZISEL, OR EARLEss MARMOT, 

infl:ead of ears, has only a fm all orifice on each fid e of 

its head, is of a dark-grey colour, its body long and Den­
der, and its tai-1 ihort. It is found in Bohemia, Auftria, 

Hungary, and Siberia. It forms its hole in the ground 

with a double entrance, and fleeps during the winter in 

the center of its lodge. It lays in a ftore of corn, nuts,. 

&c, a1ad fits up lik. a Squirrel when it eats. It is eafil y 

provok~d, 
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provoked, and bites hard. Its fur is of little value, but 

its Helli is reckoned good eating. 

In Poland and Ruffia there is an animal of this kind 

called the ZEMNr, and by Mr Pennant the Podolian 

Marmot. Its habits are fimilar to thofe of the Cafan, but 

it is larger, fl:ronger, and more mifchievous. The head 

is thick, the body £lender, and the ears fhort and round; 

has two cutting teeth in each jaw, thofe of the under jaw 

much longer than the upper ; the eyes are fmall, and 

concealed in the fur like thof e of the mole ; its tail is 

fuort, and of an afh colour. 

TH E TA r L - L E s. s M A R M O T. 

We are favoured by Mr Pennant with the. drawing of 

this animal, which has hitherto been undefcribed. In 

the form of its body it feems to agree with the defcrip­

tion given of the Zifel, and probably may be a variety 

of tl;iat animal. 



/ 

352 HISTORY OF Q_UADRUPEDS. 

THE LEMING, OR LAPLAND M·ARMOT..-

This wonderful animal, fmalJ, weak, and contempti­
ble in its appearance, is neverthelefs truly formidable,­
from the numbers· which fometimes overfpread large· 
tracts of country. 

Derived from a fource which no naturali!l has hitherto 
been able to explore, and attributed by fuperfl:itious ig­
norance to the generation of the clouds, from whence 
they have been fuppofed to be poured down in ihowers 
of rain, thefe animals appe.ar at very uncertain periods,_ 
in Norway, Sweden, and Lapland; and like a torrent 
which nothing can relift, their courfe is marked with 
ruin and <lefolation. Myriads of them march in regular 
lines, about three feet afunder, in a South-Eaft direction. 
Neither fire nor wat_er flops their progrefs: They go­
ftraight forward with the mofi: amazing perfeverance; 
they f wim acrofs lakes and rivers; no oppofition impedes 
\hem: If thoufan<ls are deftroyed, thoufands fupply their 
places-: TJie void is quickly filled up; and their number 
-does not appear diminiilied : The:y perfifi: in their courfe 
in fpite of every obftacle; and from the time they fet 
out, never think of retre2ting; but if prevented from 
Rr<?ceeding by any obftacle, they either by affiduity fur-

mount 
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mount it, or die in the attempt. Their march is mofl:l y 
in the night. They. reft during the day, and devour eve­

ry root and vegetable they meet with. They infect the 

very herbage; and cattle are faid to perifh that feed upon 

the grafs they have touched. 
An enemy fo numerous and defl:ructive would foon 

render the countries they pafs through utterly uninha­

bitable, did it not fortunately happen that the fame rapa­

city that excites them to lay wafte the productions of the 

earth, at laft impels them to defl:roy each other. Having 

nothing more to fubfift on, they are faid to f eparate into 

two armies, which engage with the moft deadly hatred, 

and continue fighting and devouring each other till they 

are all entirely defl:royed. Thoufands of them have been 

found dead; and the air infected by their putrid carcafes, 
fo as to occafion malignant difl:empers. 

The Leming runs very f wiftly, although its legs are 

fhort and flender. It is fomewhat lefs than the R at: 

Its head is pointed; and in each jaw are two very long 

cutting teeth, with which it . bites keenly; its ears are 

fhort, eyes fmall, fore legs fhorter than the hind; the co­

lour of the head and body black and tawny, difpofed in 
irregular patches; the belly white, tinged with yellow.­

Though perfectly difgufting to every other people, iti 

fl efh is faid to be eaten by the Laplanders. 

Where thefe emigrants are collected, as was before 

obferved, is not certainly known. Linna:!us fays, they 

are produced among the Norwegian and Lapland Alps ; 

and Pontoppidan fuppofes, that Kolen's Rock, which di­

vides Nordland from Sweden, is their native place. But · 

wherever they come from, no'ne return : Their courfe is 

predeft.ined, and they purfue their fat~. 
z TH:. 
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T H E R A T, 

T HOUGH fmall, weak, and contemptible in it~ 
appearance,. poffeffes properties that render it a 

more formidable enemy to mankind, and more injurious 
to the in tetefis of fociety, than even thof e animals that 
are endued with the greateft ftrength and moft rapacious 
difpofitions. To the one we ca:n oppofe united powers 
and fuperior arts; with regard to the other, experience 
has convinced us, that no art can counteract the effects 
of its amazing fecundity, and that force is ineffectually 
oppofed to an enemy poffeffed of fuch variety of means· 
to eh~de it. 

There are two kinds known in this country,-the 
Black Rat, which was formerly univerfal here, but is 
now very rarely feen, having been almoft extirpated by 
the large brown kind, generally diftinguifhed by the 
name of the No R w A Y RAT. This formidable invader 
is now univerfally diffufed through the whole country; 
from whence every method has been tried in vain to ex-­
terminate it.-This fpecies is about nine inches long; of 
a light-brown colour, mixed with tawny and afh; the 
throat and belly are of a dirty-white, inclining to grey; 
its feet are nake~, and of a pale-fleih colour; the tail is 

as 
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as long as the body, covered with minute dufky fcales, 

thinly interfperfed with fhort hairs.--In fummer, it 

frequents the banks of rivers, ponds, and ditches; where 

it lives on frogs, fifhes, and fmall animals. But its ra­

pacity is not confined entirely to thefe: It defiroys rab­

bits, poultry, young pigeons, &c.: It infefis the grana­

ry, the barn, and the fiorehoufe; does infinii.e mifchief 

among corn and fruit of all kinds; and, not content with 

fatisfying its hunger, frequently carries off large quanti­

ties to ics hiding place.--It is a bold and fierce little 

animal; and, when clofely purfued, will turn and fafl:en 

on its aifailant. Its bite is keen; and the wound it in­

flicl:s is painful and difficult to heal, owing to the form 

of its teeth, which are long, fharp, and of an irregular 

form. 

The Rat is amazingly prolific, ufually producing from 

twelve to eighteen at one time. Their numbers would 

foon increafe beyond all power of refl:raint, were it not 

for an infatiable appetite, that impels them to defl:ro y 

and devour each other. The weaker always fall a prey 

to the fl:ronger; and the large male Rat, which ufua11y 

lives by itfelf, is dreaded by thofe of its own fpecies as 

their mofi formidable enemy. 

It is a fingular fall:, in · the hifiory of thefe animafs, 

that the :£kins of fuch of them as have been devoured in 

their holes have frequently been found, curiouOy turned 

inGde out; every part being completely inverted, even to 

the ends of the toes. How the operation is perform ed, 

i t would be difficult to afcertain; but it appears to be ef­

fecl:ed in fome peculiar mode of eating out the co'ntents. 

BeGdes the numbers that perifh in thefe unnatural con­

flicts, they have many fierce and inveterate enemies, that 

Z 2 take 
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take every occaGon to deflroy them. Several kinds of 
Dogs purfue them with great alacrity, and eagerly de:.. 
flroy them, though they invariably refufe to eat their 
flefh: The Cat is alfo a very formidable enemy, but ge­
nerally finds greater difficulty in the conteft: The Rat 
makes a vigorous reGftance, and fometimes effell:s its 
efcape. . The Weafel is the moft dangerous enemy of 
the Rat kind: It hunts them with unceafing avidity; 
purfues them into their holes, where it foon kills them, 
and fucks their blood. Mankind have likewife contrived 
various methods of defiroying thefe bold intruders: For 
tliat purpofe traps are often found inefFell:ual; fuch be­
ing their extreme fagacity, that when any are draw,n in­
to the fnare, the other1, by that means learn to avoid the 
dangerous allurement, notwithftanding the utmoft cau­
tion may have been ufed to conceal the defign. The 
fureft method of killing them is by poifon : N ux vorni­
ca ground, and mixed with oatmeal, with a fmall pro­
portion of oil of rhodium and mun.:, have been found. 
from experience to be very effectual.. 
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THE WATER RAT 

i~ fomewhat fmaller than the former, its head larger, and 

its nofe thicker; its eyes are fmall; its ears fhort, fcarce­

ly appearing through the hair; its teeth are large, {hong, 

and yellow; the hair on its head and body thicker and 

longer than that of the common Rat, and chiefl y of a 

dark-brown colour, mixed with red; the belly is grey; 

_the tail five inches long, covered with {hort blac~ hairs, 

and the tip with white. 

The Water Rat general] y frequents the fides of rivers, 

ponds, and ditches; where it burrows and forms its n fl:. 

It feeds on frogs, fmall fifh, and fpawn; f wims and dives 

remarkably faft; and can continue a long time under 

water. 

Z 3 
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Tr-IE lV[usK RAT OF CANADA 

is about the fize of a young Rabbit: Its head is thick 
and ihort, refembling that of a Water Rat; its hair foft 
and g]offy; beneath the outward hair there is a thick fine 
down, very ufeful in the manufall:ure of hats; it is of a 
reddifh-brown colour; its breaft and belly ail1, tinged 
with red; its tail is long and flat, covered with fcales; 
its eyes are large; its ears iliort and hairy; it has two 
fhong cutting teeth in each jaw,-thofe of the under 
.1bout an inch long, but the upper ones are iliorter. 

This animal is a native of Canaclaj where it is called 
the Ondatra.-In many refpell:s it very much refembles 
the Beaver, both i11 form and manners. It is fond of the 
vater, and f wims well.-At the approach of winter, fe­

veral families atfociate together. They build little huts, . 
about two feet in diameter, compofod of lierbs and ruil1-
es cemented with clay, forming a dome-like covering: 
From thefe are feveral paffages, in different clirell:ions; 
by which they go out in queft of roots and other food.­
The hunters take them in the fpring by opening the 
holes, and letting in the light fucldenly upon them ; 
whereby they are fo dazzled, as to fuffer themfelves to 

be 
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be eafily taken. At that time tl).eir fleD1 is tolerably 

good, and is frequently eaten; but in the fummer it ac­

quires a fcent of muik, fo fhong, ~s to render it perfect­

ly unpalatable. 

THE Muscovy MusK RAT 

is about the fize of the common Rat: Its nofe is long 

and ilender, like that of the Shrew-Moufe; it has no ex­

ternal ears, and its eyes are very fmall; the tail is com­

preffed fideways, and its hind feet are webbed; it is of a 

dufky colour; the beJly of a light-a{h.-It is a native of 

Lapland and Ruffia, frequents the banks of rivers, feed s 

on fmall fillies, but is often devoured by pikes and _othe r 

large fillies; to which it communicates fo {hong a fl a­

vour of mufk, as renders them very unpleafant to the 

tafre.-From its tail is extracted a kind of mufk, very 

much refembling the genuine fort. Their {kins are fre­

quently laid amongfr cloaths to preferve them froni 

,noths.-In Lapland, it is called the Defman. 

Z4 T Li it 
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THE M O U S E. 

T H IS well-known little animal is diffufed in great 
numbers over almoft every part of the world. It feems a conftant attendant on man, and is only to be found near his dwelling. Its enemies are numerous and powerful, and its means of refiftance weak and inconfide­ra.ble; its minutenefs feems to be its beft fecurity, and it is faved from utter extinll:ion only by its amazing fecun­

dity. 
The Moufe brings forth feveral times in the year, and generally from fix to ten each litter. The young are pro­duced without hair, and in little more than fifteen days . are able to fubfift by themfelves, fo that the increafe is prodigious. A riftotle tells us, that having £hut up in a veifel a Moufe big with young, and provided plenty of grain for her and her offspring, in a £hart time he found 

126 Mice, al1 fprung from the fame ftock. 
The Moufe, when viewed without the _difguft and, ap­prehenfion which ufually accompany the fight of it, is a beautiful little animal ; its fkin is fleek and foft, its eyes bright and lively, all its limbs are formed with exquifoe delicacy, and its motions are ·fmart and all:ive. Some • few of thjs fpecies are of a pure white colour; but whe­

ther 
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ther they be a permanent kind, or only an accident1l va­
riety, cannot well be determined. Its appearance is how­

ever very beautiful; its fine full eyes, of a red colour, 

form an agreeable contraft with the fnowy whitenefs of 

its fur. 

THE LONG-TAILED · FIELD-MOUSE, 

is rather larger than the common ~oufe, and very fimi­
lar to it in-form: It is of a ye11owifh-brown colour, its 
belly· white, and its eyes remarkably large and prominent. 
It is found only in the fields, woods, and gardens ; feeds 

-on nuts, corn, and acorns, and lays up great fiores for its 
fupport during winter; it burrows in the earth, and ge­

nerally forms its neft near the root of a tree, or thick 
bufh. If proviGons fail during a ftorm, they devour each 
other; _are very prolific, and bring nine or ten young 
at a time.--Mr Pennant mentions a _fpecies, found in 
Hampfhire, only tw.o inches and an half long from nofe 
to tail, of a fine ruft colour above, and white beneath : 
It appears in great number~ in· harvef.l-time among the 
fheaves and ricks of corn : During the winter, it fhelters 

~tfelf under ground, where it makes a warm bed of dry 
grafs and leaves. Its young are brought forth 011 a neft 
made between the fl:raws of the fianding corn, a·nd are · 

generally about eight in number each time. 
\ 

THK 
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THE SHORT-TAILED FIELD-MOUSE, 

.differs from the laft, in having a thicker head, and iliort­

er tail : I ts ears are very iliort, and almoft hid in the 

hair; its body is about three inches long, and the tail 

one inch ; the upper part of the body is of a reddiili­

brown, and the belly a deep-aili colour. Like the ]aft, it 

frequents the fields and woods, but is feldom troublefome 

in gardens; it alfo lives on the 
1

fame kinds of food, which 

it hides in holes unde:-ground ; it makes its neft in moift 

meadows, and brings forth feven or eight young at a 

time. 

THE S H R E W - M O U S E, 

is fmaller than the common Moufe, being only two inches 

and a half long from the nofe to the tail ; the nof e is 

long and flender; the ears {hort; and the eyes, like thofe 

pf the Mole, almoft concealed in the fur ; It is of a red-
cl ifu-brown 
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Jilli-brown colour; the belly white. The two upper 

fore teeth of this animal are fingularly conftrull:ed, and 

deferve particular notice ; having a fmall barb on ach 

fide, fo fine as to be fcarcely vifible. 

The Shrew-Moufe frequents old walls and heaps of 

fiones ; feeds on infell:s, .corn, and putrid fubflances ; 

and is fometimes feen on dunghills, where it roots with 

its nofe like a Hog. It has fo ftrong and difagreeable a 

fmell, that the Cat, after £he has killed, refufes to eat it. 

It forms its neft, without auy vifible aperture, of dry 

grafs, mofs, &c. on the furface or'meadows or paftures, 

and is faid to breed four or five young at a ti me. 

There feems to be an annual mortality of thefe ani­

mals in Auguft; numbers of them being found dead in 

the fields, highways, &c. about that time. 

THE WATER SHREW-MOUSE, 

is larger than the lafl ; the upper -part of Its body is 

black ; the throat, breaft, and belly of a }jght-aili colour. 

It is rarely to be feen ; frequents the banks of rivulets 

and mariliy places, where it burrows. It is very nume­

rous in Lincolniliire, but was never obferved there till 

about twenty years ago. It ii called in that country the 

blind Mozife. 
THE 
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TH E D w A R F M O U S E, 

is a native of the Cape of Good Hope, where it was fir£1: ­
difcovered by Sparrman. It is diftinguiihed frorr{ every 
other fpecies of the genus by four black lines along its 
back, from the head to the tail. It is fuppofed to be the 
moil dirninutive quadruped in the world, being fcarcely 
two inches in length. In the annexed reprefentation it 
is drawn the natural fize, and forms a fl:riking contrail 
with thofe gigantic animals which inhabit rhat quarter of 
the world. 

TH ii: 



1 HISTORY OF Q_UADRUPEDS. 365 

THE M O L E. 

T H IS animal, deftined to feek its food and pro­
vide for its fubGftence under the furface of the 

earth, is wonderfully adapted by the all-wife Au thor of 
na ture to its peculiar mode of living. It enjoys the 
fe,nfes of hearing and fmelling in a very eminent degree ; 
the former gives notice of every approach of danger-; 
l#hilft the latter enables it to find its prey in the miclfl: of 
darknefs, and compenfates in a great meafure for an al­
moft total want of fight. To an animal fo circumftanced 
a larger degree of ".ifion would be attended with manifeft 
inconveniences, as well as liable to continual injuries. 
We are told by .anatomifts, that, for their better fecurity, 
the eyes of the Mole are furni{hed with mufcles, by 
which it has the power of withdrawing or exerting them 
at pleafure. Its eyes are extremely fmall, and perfeclly 
hid in the fur; but it is probable, they are fo form ed, as 

to admit diftinll: images of the diminutive obj ells of its 
purfuit. The form of this c.reature's body, and parti. 

cularly 
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cularly the conftruclion of its fore feet, are admirably 
adapted to the purpofe of making its way in the earth., 
which it does with wonderful facility: They are quite 
naked, very bro~d, with large palms, almoft like a hand; 
five toes on each, terminated with ftrong nails, very con­
cave on the under fide; and in place of a thumb, a 
fhong bone under the £kin; the hind feet very fmall, 
with five flender toes, and a fmall thumb on the infide. 
Whenever it happens to be furprifed on the furface of 
the ground, it difappears in an inftant, and every at­
tempt to prevent its fubterraneous retreat would be vairi. 

The Mole is moftly found in grounds where the foil is 
loofe and foft, and affords the greateft quantity of worms 
and infecls, on which it feeds. The female brings forth 
in the f pring, · and generally produces four or five at a 

time : It makes its neft a little below the furface of the 
ground, forming a commodious apartment, where it pre­
pares a warm bed of mofs and herbage ; from this there 
are feveral pa:ffages in different direllions, to which it 
can retreat with its young ones in cafe of danger; 
into thefe likewife the animal makes excurfions in queft 
of food.-In the acl of . forming its tracks or runs, it 
throws up large heaps of mould, which are extremely 
troublefome and injurious in meadows, grafs-lands, and 
cultivated grounds; its deftruclion is confe~ently an ob­
j ell: of importance to farmers, gardeners, &c. 

The ikin of the Mole is extremely tough; its fu r 
fhort, clofe-fet, and fofter than the fineft velvet, or per­
haps the fur of any other animal; it is ufually black, 
fometimes f potted with white, and fometimes ( though 
rarely) white. It is about fix inches in length, and its 
tail one inch. 
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THE RA n 1 ATE n M O L E, 

is lefs than the common Mole, being not quite four 
inches long; its fur is very clofe, {hart, and fine: _ Its 
nofe is very curioufly befet with radiated tendrils. It is a 
native of North-America, feeds on roots, and forms fub­
terraneous paffages in different directions. There is a 

kind found in Siberia with a very fhort nofe, and no 
tail; it is of a beautiful green and gold colour, variable 
with the light. There are fame other varieties, that cli f­
f er chiefly in the colour of the hair ; fuch as the Y el­
low Mole of North-America, which is larger th an the 
European; its hair is foft, and of a filky glofs. That 
which is found in Virginia refemble5 the common Mole; 
it is of a black colour, mixed with deep purple.-It is 
faid that hats, peculiarly fine and beautiful, have been 
made of the fur of the Mole. 

T HE 
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THE OPOSSUM 

IS found in great numbers in various part.$ .of Nonh 

and South-Americ~, and was fuppofed by Buffon to 

belong entirely to the new continent: We are now, 

however, a!f ured, that it exifts in many of the Indian 

iflands. Several varieties of the Opo:ffum kind have been 

feen alfo m the newly-difcovered countries in the South 

feas. 

THE SA~AGOY. THE. MuRINE. 

The SARAGOY, or MoL uccA OPOSSUM of Mr Pen~ 

nant, is about the fize of a Cat: Its head is long; nofe 

iharp ~nd pointed ; ears large, thin, and naked ; eye.­

fmall, black, and lively, having a white f pot above each 

of them; its fur is foft, Jong, and of a du:fky-afu colour; 

its belly white; its tail is fimilar to that of a Rat, naked 

and fcaly, except a fmall part near the body; which is co-

vered 
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vered with hair; its legs are {hort; and its feet or hands 

not unlike thofe of a Monkey, having five toes ' or fin­
gers on each, the thumbs on the hind feet deftitute of 

nails. But the peculiar and diftingui{hing charaB:eriftic 

of the Opoffum is a polich or falfe belly, in which the 
female depofits her young immediate]~, after they are 

brought forth, and nouri!hes them in it till they are able 
to provide for themfelves.--The Chevalier d' Aboville, 

whilfi: in America during the late war, in order to be 

fatisfied ref pelting the time of its geftation, manner of 

bringing forth, and fuckling its young, procured a male 
and female Opoffum, which he tamed, and kept in his 

chamber till they copulated: Ten days after. he obferved 

a conG.derable alteration in the !ize and form of the 
pouch; its aperture being wider than it was before, and 
its orifice thicker: From that time it gradually grew 
clofer, leaving only a fm all opening in the middle, fimi-

~ lar to a navel: On the fifteent~1 day he introduced his 

_finger, ;rnd found at the hottom of the bag ,a frnall round 

body, about the fize of a pea: The twenty-fifth day he 

could feel a motion under his finger: After the young 
had 'been a month in the pouch, they were plainly to be 
feen on opening it a little: At the end of t1.<vo months, 

on examining the pouch, there appeared to be fix young 

ones, all of them attached to the mother by a cana l 
that entered the mouth, which, if withdrawn, coulcl not 

be replaced; but when fix weeh old, the young Opof:­
fum could refume it by ftrong fuclion, the mouth being 

then large enough to receive the pap, which is about two 

Jines in length, and the fize of the fecond or third fhing 
of a violin. The number of the young varies from 11v:e 

to ten or eleven. The paps are not difpofed in regular 

A a order, 

' 

' 
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order, as in other animals; but feem as if_ they were 
formed in thofe places where the ~mbryos attach them­
felves to the mother. 

The Opoifum is a flow, helplefs animal, when on the 
ground; but climbs trees with great eafe and quicknefs; 
fometimes conceals itfelf among the branches, and fur­
prizes the birds that come within its reach: It frequent­
ly hangs, fuf pended by its tail; and, in that fituation, 
watches for its prey, which it darts upon with great agi·­
lity.-By means of its tail, the Opoifum flings itfelf from 
one tree to another. It feeds on birds, reptiles, infeB:s, 
roots, leaves, and the bark of trees. It is eafily tamed, 
is neither mifchievous nor ferocious; but its figure is dif­
agreeable, and the odour that exhales from its £kin rank 
and difgufling. 

I 

The MuRINE QpossuM, or 1\'1ARMOSE of M. Buf-
fon·, inhabits the warmeft parts of South-America. It 
refembles the former, but is much lefs: Its food and 
manner of living are likewife very Gmilar to it.-It brings 
forth from ten to fourteen young at a time; but, inftead 
of a bag, the female has two longitudinal folds under her 
belly, within which the young are fecured. vVhe·n firft 
produced, they are not larger than beans, and remain 
clofely attached to the teat tiil they attain fu,fficient 
growth ,md ftrength to provide for themfelves. 
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THE MEXICAN OPOSSUM 

differs little from the preceding either in fize or form.­

It is found in the mountainous parts of New-Spain, lives 

in trees; its tail is ufeful in twiiling round the branche 

and fecuring its hold.-The young attach themfelves to 

their ·mother by their hands and tails; and, upon the 

leaft alarm, embrace her clofely, whilft ilie carries them 

to the ilielter of fome neighbouring tree. 

A a 2 THE 
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THE PHALANGER, OR SURINAM 

0 POSSUM, 

is fomewhat larger than a Rat : Its nofe is thick ; ears 
fhort and hairy; its fur of a reddi{h colour, variegated 
with light-afh and yellow { the under part of the body 
yellowifh-white; it is difiingui{hed from all thofe ·of the 
Opqifum kind we have hitherto mentioned, in having the 
firft and fecond toes of the hind feet clofely united; its 
claws are large; tail long, very broad and thick at iti 
junB:ion with the body, and naked at the end. It inha~ 
bits Surinam·, is fuppofed to be the animal called the: 
Cane-Rat, very deftruB:ive to the fugar-canes. 
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THE SPOTTED OPOSSU M Of N EW 

Sou TH -W ALE s. 

The general colour of this animal is black ; the body 

fpo t ted with irregular roundi{h p atches of white; the 

ears are large and erell: ;· m tizzle long, po inted, and fur­

niilied with long fl endGr w hifkers ; both fore and hind 

legs thinly covered with hair of an afh colour; on t}, e 

fore feet it has five claws, and on the hind four; length, 

from n ofe to t ail, about twenty-five inches ; tail thick 

and builiy, like that of a Squirrel, excep t a part n ear th e 

body, which is fm all, and covered w ith fl10 rt hairs. The 

female has fix teats, placed circularly within the po'-:1 ch . 

THE VULPINE OPOS SUM O.Ji' N Ev' 

SouTH-VVA LES 

is long-bodied and iliort-legged; from the no fe to t h:.! 

in fertion of the tail, meafures two fe et two inthes ; tai l 

fifteen inches; upper part of the body grifly, confifl:ing 

@f dufky, reddi!h, and white hairs ; the unde r pa r ts ligh t-

A a 3 taw11y ; 
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tawny; two-_thirds of the tail black; a blackifh fpace 
round each eye; long black whifkers; five toes on the 
fore _feet, and four on the hind, with a thumb of two 
joints placed at the bafe of the inner toe; the toes of 
the fore fee t are long, and anf wer the purpofe of a hand; 
the ears are about an inch and a half in length; in the 
npper jaw are fix cutting teeth, four grinders, and two 
canine teeth; in the lower jaw two long cutting teeth, 
li ke thofe of a Squirrel, and four grinders, but no canine 
eeth. 

THE FLYING OPOSSUl\/I OF NEW 

So UTH-WALE s. · 

Its nofe is pointed; its ears large and erell:; the fu r 
more delicate, and of a fin.er texture, tha·n that of the 
Sea-Otter,--i s ora beautiful dark colour, and very glolfy 
mixed with grey; the under parts whi te ; on each hip is 
a tan-coloure <l r p·ot; the fur 1s continued to the claws·; 

the 
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the failing membrane is the fame as that of the Grey 

Squirrel, but broader in proportion; on the fore legs it 

has five toes, with a claw on each; on the hind ones 

four toes., and a long thumb, which enables the animal to 

ufe it as a hand; it is remarkable, that the three outGde 

claws of the hind feet are not feparated like the others. 

THE OPOSSUM OF VAN DrnMEN's LA1 n 

was difcovered by Captain Cook in January, 1777; who 

defcribes it as about twice the Gze of a large Rat.-It in­

habits Van Diemen's Land,. the fouthern point of Nev.r-• 

Holland. 

A a4 TH E 



' 

376 HISTORY OF Q_UADRUPEDS. 

We are favoured with a drawing of this beautiful ani­
mal, taken from a liv1ng one in the poffeffion of the re­
verend l\1r Egerton, prebendary of Durham, by the in­
genious Mr Carfrae.-It is a native of New South-

ales; is ab~ut eighte~n inches long, excluGve of the 
:iil, which is twelve: Its head is broad, and pointed at 

tbe muzzle, which is furnW1ed \Vith long whifkers; its 
·yes are full, exceedingly prdininent, and of a fiery red­

nefs; it has five claws on the fore feet,-three on the 
hind, and a thumb; two cutting teeth in each jaw, the 
upper projelling beyond the under. Its manners are fi­
milar to thofe of a Squirrel: It fit up, holds its food 
in its fore p< ws with great de,' terity, and feeds itfelf: 
When initated, it fits fiill more ere-2, or thro\vs itfelf . 

' upon its back, making a loud and harili noife. It feeds 
on ve0·etables, fmall birds, &c. 0 

' 

The fur of this creature is long, foft, apd very clofe; 

of 
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of a mixed brown or greyi{h colour on the back, the un­

der parts of a yellowiili-white: Its tail is prehenfile, very 

broad at the bafe, and tapers to the end; it is remarkable 

in being naked on the under fide.-The female is fur­

niilied with a pouch. 

THE KANGUROO 

is a native of New-Holland, where it was fir:fl:: difcover-­

ed by Sir Jofeph Banks.-Its head is fmal and taper, 

ears large and erect, upper lip divided, the end of the 

nofe bl ack, no:fl::rils wide, lower jaw fhorter than the up­

per, and there are whifkers on both; it likewife has 

:fl::rong hair3 above and below the eyes; its head, neck, 

and !boulders, are fmall; the lower parts of the body in­

cre~fing in thicknefs to the rump; its tail is long, very 
thick 
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thick near the rump, and taper; the conftrull:ion of its 
fore feet is fingular, being extttemely iliort, and only 
ufeful in digging or bringing its food to its mouth; it 
moves altogether on its hind legs, making fucceffive 
bounds of ten or twelve feet with fuch rapidity, as to 
outftrip the fleeteft Greyhound; it fprings from rock to 
rock, and leaps over builies fev,en or eight feet high, 
w ith great eafe; it has five toes on, its fore feet,-three 
on the hind, the middle one very long; the inner claw 
is divided down the middle into two parts. 

The Kanguroo refts on its hind legs, which are hard, 
black, and naked on the under fide. Its fur is iliort and 
foft, of a reddifh-a{h colour, lighter on the lower parts. 
It is the only quadruped our colonifl:s have yet met with 
in New South-Wales that fupplies them with animal 
food.-There are two kinds : The largefl: that had been 
:fhot weighed about 14olb: and rneafured, from the point 
of the nofe to the end of the tail, fix feet one inch, the 
1-ail two feet one inch, head eight inches, fore legs one 
foot, hind legs two feet eight inches, circumference of 
the fore part of the body near the legs one foot one inch, 
and of the hind part three feet. The fmaller kind fel­
dom exceeds 60 lb. 

This animal is furni{hed with a pouch, fimilar to that 
of the Opoffum; in which its young are nurfed and ifiel~ 
tered. - • ' 

THE 
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THE KANGUROO-RAT OF NEW 

SouTH-WALEs 

is about the Gze of a Rabbit, and in fhape refembJes the 

l<:anguroo, both in refp€Et to the fhortnefs of the fore 

legs, and the peculiar conftrull:ion and ufe of the hind 

ones; the form of the head is like that of a Rat, and its 

body nearly of the fame _colour; ·· in the upper jaw it has 

two long cutting teeth, with three fhort ones on each 

fide of them; in - the lower jaw two long cutting teeth, 

and three g~inders on each fide. · 

The female, like moft of the animals of that country, 

has a pouch, like the Opoifum.--It fe eds on vegeta­

bles, burrows m the ground, and is very tame and inof- .· 

fonfive. 
TH 
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THE J E R B O A. · 

11HIS animal, remarkable for the yngular confl:ruc.­

tion of its legs, is found in Egypt1 Barbary, and 

Palefrine.-It is fornewhat lefs than a Rat: Its head has 

a great refemblance to that of a Rabbit; its eyes are 

large and full; the fore legs are only one inch in length, 

;rnd are ufed as hands to convey victuals to its mouth; 

t e hind legs are naked, and very much refemble thofe 

f a bird, having only three toes on each, the middle 

one longeft; its tai l is much longer than its body, and 

terminated with a black tuft, _the tip of which is white; 

its hair is long and foft, of a reddi{h colour on the back; 

he under parts of the body are white; acrofs the thighs 

~ Lcre is a large bl ack band, in the form of a crefcent. 

The motions of the J er boa are Gmilar to thofe of the 

Y.,ingu roo: It goes forward very nimbly on its hind feet, 

r;1. ing leaps of five or fi x feet from the ground.-It is a 

ii ,·cly, harmlefs animal, lives entirely on vegetables, and 

urrows in the ground like a R abbit.--It is the Daman 
, ffi~d 
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Ifrael of the Arabs, or Lamb of Ifrael; and is fupp ofe 
to be the Crmey of holy writ, our Rabbit being unknown 
in Paleftine. It is alfo the M oufe mentioned in I fa iah"' ; 
A chbar, in the original, fignifying a J erboa. 

There are fome varieties of the J er boa fo und in Sibe­
ria, T artary, and various parts of Afi a.--They differ 

chiefly in fize, the largeft being about the fi ze of a Rat: 
Its ears are large, pointed, and tipped with white; the 
hair on the back is of a tawny colour, and very foft ; the 
belly and under part of the body are white ; the e1.d of 
the tail is diftinguifhed by a white fe athered tuft, an inch 
long; it has five toes on the fore feet, t hree on the 
hind; and about an inch above the laft are two long flen-
der toes, with nails on each. · 

This creature makes its neft -of the fin eft and mofl de­

licate herbage; rolls itfelf up, with its head between i_ts 

th ighs; and fleeps durin g the winter, without taking any 
nutriment.-When purfued, it fp rings fo nimbly, that 
its feet fc arcely , feem to touch the groun d. I t does not 

go ftraight forward, but turns here and there till it gains 
a burrow, where it quickly fecretes itfelf . I n leap ing, it 
carries its tail ftretched out; but in ft anding or walking> . 
carries it in the form of an S, the lower par t touching 

the ground. 

The J er boa is ealily tamed, is fond of warmth, and 

feems to be fenfible of the approach of bad weather by 
wrapping itfelf up clofe in h ay. 

Among the Mogul T artars, this animal is call d the 

Alaghtaaga. It is fuppofed to be the T 'luo-footal Moeft·, 
and the Egyptian Moufe of the ancients, which were faid 
t o walk on their hind legs. 

'!f: Chap. Ix.vi. ver. If. 

TH E 
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THE Y E L L O W MA CAU C O. 

THE RING-TAILED MACAUCO. 

T HE YE·LLOW MAcA uco has been claffed with th 

Weafel tribe by Mr Pennant, in his Hiftory of 
~adrupeds; and it feems to bea.r fome gen·eral refem­
blqnce to that fpecies of animals, in the form of its head, 
which is fl at and broad; its ears are {hort, eyes fmall, 
body long and flender, legs and thighs ihort and thick, 
and it has five ftraight toes on each foot: Ifs fur is iliort, 
foft, and gloff y,-of a black colour, mixed with yellow, 
on the back; the cheeks, infi<le of the legs, and belly, 
yellow; along the back, from head to tail, there is a 
broad dufky ftripe; and another on the belly, half way 

from 
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from the tail, ·which is nearly as long as its body, of a 
bright-tawny colour, mixed with black, and has the fame 
prehenGle faculty as thofe of fome kinds of lVIonkeys. 
Its length, from nofe to tail, is nineteen inches. 

One of this fpecies was fhewn in London fome years 
ago, and was faid to have been brought from Jamaica, 
where it is called a Potto. It was a very good-natured 
and fportive animal, would catch hold of any thing with 
its tail, and fufpend itfelf by it. 

The RING-TAILED MAcAuco is a very beautiful 
animal, about the fize of a Cat: Its body and limbs arc 
long and flender; its tail very long, and marked with al­
ternate bars of black and white : In the conformation of 
its paws, it feems to approach the Monkey kind; but its 
nofe is long and fharp, like that of a Fox; and its ears 
are alfo large and pointed : Its head and throat are 
~bite; eyes large, and furrounded with black: Its ·fur 
is gloff y, foft, and delicate,-of a reddifh-afh colour on 
the back; belly white. 

This creature is found in Madagafcar and the neigh­
bouring iiles, is very playful, but not mifchievous. When 
in motion, it makes a fort of galloping progrefs i11. an ob­
lique direction, and carries its tail almoft erect ; but 
wl'len fitting, it is twifted round the body, and broughL 
over its head.-Trpops of thirty or forty are fometimes 
feen together.--It is a cleanly animal; and, when 
t aken young, may be eafily tamed. 

TH E 
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THE TAIL-LE
0

SS MACAUCO. 

THE IVI O N G O O Z. 

The TArL-LEss MAcAuco is found in Ceylon and 
Bengal, Ijves in wo.ods, and feeds on fruits; is fond of 

eggs and fmall birds, which it devours greedily. It is a 

very inall:ive animal, and its motions flow; very tena­

cious of its hold, and makes a plaintive noife. Its head 
is fmall, and nofe pointed; each eye is edged with a 
circle of white, which is alfo furrounded with another 

of black; its body is covered with a fhort filky fur, of 
a reddiH1-afh colour, the toes naked ; nails fl at, except 

thofe on the inner toes of the hind feet, wliich are fharp 
an<l 

/ 
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and crooked: Its length, from the nofe to the rump, 1s 

, fixteen inches. 

The MoNGooz is nearly of the fame fize as the 
Ring-tailed Macau co. Its fur is fine, foft, and woolly, 
-of a deep browniih-aih colour; the eyes are of a beau­
tiful orange colour, furrounded with black; the ears are 
fhort; cheeks white; end of the nofe black; the tail ve­
ry long, and covered with hair of the fame fort and co­
lour as the body; its hands and feet are naked, and of 
a dufky colour; · its nails, except one upon the inner toe 
of each hind foot, are flat.-It inhabits Madagafcar and 
the i{]es adjacent, fleeps in trees, is very playful and good­
natured, feeds on fruits, is extremely tender, and cannot 
bear any change to a lefs temperate climate, 

T H E L O R I S 

is a very flender animal, and differs greatly from the 
preceding, both • in form and manners. It is not much 
larger than a Squirrel, but its limbs are longer; the hind 
legs greatly exceed the fore in length; the thumbs on 
each foot are more diftincl: and feparate from the toes 
than thofe of other Macaucos; its nofe is pointed, like 
that of a Dog ; its forehead high; ears round and thin ; 
its fur is fhott c¥1cl delicately foft, of a tawny colour on 
the back,-whitiili below: It has no tail. 

The Loris is a native of Ceylon, very active, lives in 
trees, and feeds on fruit. Seba fays, the male climb~ 
the trees, and taftes the fruit before he prefents it to hig 
mate. 

B b Tan 
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THE BLACK MACAUCO, 

or VARI of M. Buffon, is larger than the Mongooz. It 
is a native of Madagafcar, is very fierce, and makes a 
loud noife in the woods; but, '\\_'hen tamed, is gentle 
and good-natured. Its eyes are of a deep-orange colour; 
round its head the hair is long, and fiands out like a 
ruff. The general colour of this animal is black ; but 
fome are white, fpotted with black: The feet are black 
and naked. 

THE TARSIER 

is remarkable for the great length of its hind legs, in 
which it refembles the J erboa; has four fiender toes and 
a difiinB: thumb on each foot: Its vifage is pointed; 
eyes large and prominent; ears ereB:, broad, and naked : 
Its hair is foft and woolly, of a deep 0 afh colour, mixed 
with tawny: Its length, from: the nofe ·to the rump, is 
nearly fix inches ; the tail is nine inches long, round, 
fcaly, almofi naked, like that of a Rat, and tufted at the 
end.-It. is found in fome of the remote iflands of India, 
efpecially Amboyna. 

ANIMALS 
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ANIMALS OF THE MONKEY KINDo 

W, E come now to the defcription of a numerous 

race of animals; conGfting of a greater variety 

of kinds, and making nearer approaches to the human 

fpecies, both in form and all:ion, than any other clafs of 

quadrupeds. 
Monkies are found only in the warmeft parts of the 

world, and chiefly in the torrid zone: They abound in 

the woods of Africa; from Senegal to the Cape of Good 

Hope, and from thence to Ethiopia; in all parts of In­

dia and its ifles; in the South of China; in Japan; and 

in South-America, from the Ifthmus of Darien as far as 

Paraguay: A fpecies or two are alfo met with in Ara­

bia and the province of Barbary. 

On account of the numbers and di ffe rent appearances 

of thefe animals, they have been divided into three 

claifes, and defcribed under the following denominations, 

viz.-APEs, or fuch as have no tails; BAH06Ns, or 

fuch as have fhort tails; MoNKIEs, or fuch as have 

long· tails. 

In the APE kind, we fee the who1e external machine 

firongly impre~ed with the human likenefs, and capable 

of fimilar exertions: They walk upright, their pofter iors 

are flefhy, their legs are furnifued with calve·s, and heir' 

hands and feet are nearly like ours. 

In the BAB o o N, we perceive a more diftant refe , -

blance of the hum an form; H e generally goes upon all 

four, feldom upright, but when conft riined to it in a. 

ftate of fervitude. Some of them are as tall as a m • 

They have :fhort taili., long faces, funk eyes, are xa 

B b 2 trem~~1 
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tremely difgufi.ing, lafcivious, and poifeifed of brutal 
fiercenefs. 

The MoNKEY kind ate remove(_{ ft.ill farther, and 
are much lefs than the former. Their tails are generally 
longer, than their bodies; and, although they fit upon 
their pofl:eriors, they always move upon all four.-They 
are a lively, all:ive race of animals, full of frolic and gri­
mace, greatly addiB:ed to thieving, and extremely fond 
of imitating human altions, but always with a mifchiev­
ous intention. 

THE 

> , 
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THE ORAN-OUTANG, OR WILD 

MAN OF THE Woons, 

is the largeO: of all the Ape kind, and makes the nearefl: 

approach to the human figure. One of this kind, dif­

felted by Dr Tyfon, has ~een very accurately defcribe~l 

by him. The principal external differences pointed out 

by that learned phyfician, confifl:e<l in the great length 

of the arms, and ihortnefs of the thighs; the thumb is 

alfo much fmaller, and the palm of the hand longer and 

narrower, than in man; the form of the feet is very dif­

fimilar, the toes being much longer, and the large toe 

placed at a greater diftance from the others; the fore­

head is too high, the nofe flat, and the eyes much funk : 

Befide thefe, the anatomift has enumerated a variety of 

efl"ential differences in the internal conformation of the 

B b 3 Oran-Outa11g, 
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Oran-Outang, all of which fufficiehtly evince, thatj 
' though he has the ftrongeft affinity to the human fornt 

of any other quadruped; yet, as Buffon elegantly ob:­
ferves, " the interval which feparates the two fpecies i~ 
immenfe ; the refemblance in figure and organization-' 
and the movements of imitation which feem to refult 
from thefe Gmilarities, neither make him approach the 
nature of man, nor elevate him above that of the brute." 

The Oran-Outang is found in the interior parts of 
Africa, ir:i lV(adagafcar, Borneo, and forne parts of the 
E aft-Indies. It is a folitary animal,' av

0

oid~ mankind, and 
lives only in the moft defert places. The largeft of the 
kincl are faid to be about Gx feet high, very all:ive, 
{hong, a11,d intrepid, capable of overcoming the ftrongefr 
m an: They are like~ife exceedingly f wift, and cannot 
eaGly be taken alive. They live entirely on fruits and 
;n uts, will fometimes attack and kill the 1!-egroes who 
w ander i'n the woods., aml dr ive away the _elephapts that 
h ;i ppen to approach too near the place of their refidence: 
They fometimes furprize the female negroes, and carry 
them off into the wpods, where they compel them t~ 
ftay with them.-, -When taken young, however, the 
Oran-Outang is capable of being tarned, and rendered 
e 1. tremeiy doc;ile. One of them, -fhewn ~n London fome 
years ago, was taught to fit at table, mak~ t}fe of a fpooi-1 
or fork in eating its vill:uals, aqd drink win_e or other 
liquors 01.it of a glafs. I t w as e~trei'.1ely mild, affell:~on­
~te, and good-natured; much attached to its keeper, and 
.obedient to h is commands. Its af pell: was gr~ve, and itj 

· di fpoGtion melancholy. It was young, and only two 
feet four inche:s h igh . I ts body was covered ~ith hair 
)f ~ black colour, wh ich w as much. thicker and clofer on . I 

. 

the . . 

# • 
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the back. than on 1:he fore part of the body; the hands 

and foles of the feet were naked, and of a dufky colour. 

A variety, called the P1GMY, is found in Guinea, 

Ethiopia, and other parts of Africa, much fmaller than 

the laft, being not more than a foot and a half in length. 

It is very trall:able, good-natured, and eafily tamed; is 

f uppofed to have been the Pithecos of the ancients. It 

lives in woods, and teeds on fruits and infell:s.-Troops 

of them a!femble together, and defend themfelves from 

.the attacks of wild beafts in the defert by throwing a 

cloud of fand behind them, which blinds their purfuers> 

and facilitat~s their efcape • 

.. 

Bb4 
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T H E GIBBON 
is diflingui{hed by the extraordinary length of _its armsJ 
which reach _to the ground when its body is upright, and 
give it a difgufl:ing appearance. Its face is flat, and of a 
t awny colour, furrounded with a circle of grey hair, 
"';hich adds to the fingularity of its afpell:; its eyes are 
large and deep funk; ears roun_d and naked; body cover­
ed on all parts with black rough' hair, e~cept its buttocks, 
which are quite naked.-lt is a !!)ild, gentle, and _trall:a­
ble animal; feeds on fruits, leaves, and barks of trees; 
is a native of the Eafl:-Indie.s, Sumatra, and the Moluc~ 
ca iD.es; a11d meafures from three to four feet in ~eight. 

"\, 1 ' ·~ 
' . . 
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THE MAGOT, OR BARBARY APE, 

is wilder and more untraclabl,e than the others : His 

-head is large, and his nofe prominent: He like,;,vife dif­

fers from the laft in having cheek pouches, which he 

_frequently fills with food before he begins to eat: The . 

canine teeth are large and ftrong; ears round, and fome­

what like thofe of a man: The body is covered with hair 

of a brown colour, inclining to green; lighter on the 

_belly. ~hen fl:anding ereB: u~on 11is hind legs, he is 

_generallJ ,two feet and a half or three feet high. He 

_walks oftener on four than .on two feet; and, when refl:-
. , . -
ing, fupports his body on two prominent callofities, fitu-
, .. 
ate on his buttocks. 

The Magot is a very common fpecies, and is found in 

,moft parts of Africa, from Barbary to the Cape of Good 

}lope: , · 

T H E 
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TH E B A B O O N 

differs from animals of the Ape kind, not only in ex ... 

ternal appe:irance, but alfo in temper and dif pofition. 

:Fierce, untraB:able, and libidinous, its ~Efpofitiort feems 

to par_take of the hideous and difgufl:ing deformities of 

its outward figure. Its body is thick, -com paB:, and ner­

vous; and its firength prodigious. N either art nor ca­

reffes can render it in any degree docile or obedient: It 

feems to be continually fretting with rage, and feeking 

every opportunity of {hewing it favage and vicious pro­

penfities. In a ftat e of captivity, it rnuft be kept clofely 

confined ; and, eten in that ftate, we have feen one 

ihake the b;irs of its cage fo powerfully with its hands, 

as to excite the utmofl: terror in the f peB:ators. 

This anim al, of which we have given a very fai thful 

reprefenta tion from the life, was about four feet high 

w hen fl:andi ng on its hind legs ; its head was large, 

.!houlders of an amazing ftren.gth and ~hicknefs,_ its muz-

Z,l~ 
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zle long and thick, eyes fmall and deep funk, its canine 

teeth very large and formidable, and it had pouches in 

its cheeks; the hair on its head was long, and formed a 

very elegant toupee from its forehead and each fide of its 

face, which, when angry, it erected; the hair on the 

body was uniformly of a light reddi{h-brown; the tail 

:fhort, and darker at the end ; buttocks red and naked. 

The Baboon inhabits the hotteft parts of Africa ; feeds 

on fruits, roots, and other vegetables.-Numerous troops 

fometimes make their appearance, plundering gardens 

and cultivated grounds. They are extremely dexterous 

in throwing the fruit from one to another, and by this 

means will do incredible damage in a very iliort time. 

The female brings frath only one young at a time,, 

which !he carries in her arms, and fuckles at her breafl:. 

Notwithftanding its libidinous difpofition, it will not 

breed ~n temperate climates. 
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.. .. . , ,. .. , , . 

'THE GREAT RIBBED-NOSE BABOON. 

This fingular creature is no lefs remarkable for its 
great {ize and flrength, than for the variety of beautiful 
colours on different parts of its body. Its nofe is marked 
with broad ribs on each fide of a fine violet-blue colour: 
A vermilion line begins a little above the eyes ; and, 
running down on each fide of the nofe, which is fome­
what fimilar to that of a Hog, fpreads over the tip of it : 
The infides of the ears are blue, which gradually foftens 
to a purple, and terminates in vermilion; the rump is 
a)fo of a vermilion colour; and the beautiful colours on 
the hips are gradations from red to blue: The hair on 
he forehead is long, turn.s back, and forms a kind of 

point~d 
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pointed creft; its beard is dark at the roots, orange at 

the middle, and yellow at the end; the back and ]egs are 

covered with fhort hair of a dark-brown colour, mixed 

with yellow,-the breaft and belly with long whitifh hair, 

fpeckled with fmall dark fpots; its tail is fhort and hairy, 

nails flat, feet and hands 'black and naked. 

One of this kind was exhibited about twelve years ago 

in the North of England. It was five feet high; ex­

tremely fierce, libidinous, and fl:rong. At the fight of 

women, it difcovered marks of the mofl: violent paffion; 

and at one time caught hold of a lady, who was fo in­

cautious as to approach too near it; and fhe was with 

fame difficulty refcued by the interference of the keeper. 

Its voice was {hong and hadh, not unlike the ordinary 

growl of the Lion. It generally went upon its four feet, 

unlefs obliged by its keeper to ftand · ere cl. Its mofl 

ufual attitude was fitting on its rump, with its arms 

placed before it. 
This creature inhabits the hotter parts of Africa.­

Schreber fays, it lives on fucculent fruits and nuts, is 

"fond of eggs, will put eight at once into its pouches, 

then take them out one by one,. break them at the end, 

and f wallow the contents. 

Our reprefentation of this animal is done from a draw­

ing in the poifeffion of the Rev. Mr Egerton, taken from 

the life by an eminent painter. 

We fuppofe the Mandrill of Buffon to be a variety of 

this f pecies. 

Tue 
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THE SMALL Rrn:sEn-NosE BAB o o~t 
feems to agree in every ref peel: with that defcribed by' 
Mr Pennant, in the firft volume of his Hiftory of ~a-­
drupeds, under the name of the MANDRILL. 

The annexed cut was done from the living animal 
in the poffeffion of Mr Rayne, furgeon ,in Newcaftle. 
--It is about fifteen inches in height; its face flat, of 
a fine blue colour; eyes bright-hazel, exceedingly bril­
liant and lively ; the cheek& marked with fmall ribs, 
bounded with thick builiy hair of a greenifh colour, 
beautifully fpeckled with black, which falls back on each 
fide; the hair on the forehead is of the fame colour, is· 
very long, and runs up to a point on the top of the 
{boulders ; the muz'>zle is broad, furniilied with iliort 
hair, thinly fcattered on each fide,-and on the chin­
there is a iliort thin beard, ending in a point, where it 
is of an orange colour; the hair on the body is dark­
brown, mixed with £hades of green on the back and 
fides,-the haunches .duik.y; the ears are fmall, naked, 
and pointed; the tail fhort and hairy; the buttocks bare, 

and 
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and of a red fleih-colour; hands and feet naked : It has 

cheek pouches; feeds on fruits, nuts, roots, and other 

vegetables: It is lively, playful, and full of mifchievous 

frolics; walks commonly on all four, is in conti1rnal mo­

tion, and leaps with aftoniihing agility.-This fpecies 

is faid to come from the coaft of Guinea. 

THE MAIMON, OR PIG-TAILED BABOON, 

fo termed from its fhort naked pig-like tail, is the Ieafl: 

of all the Baboon kind; a gentle, mild, and tractable 

animal; very lively and frolicfome; but has none of that 

impudent petulance fo peculiar to mofl: of its fpecies.­

Its muzzle is large and thick; face and ears naked, and 

of a fle{h colour; the hair on the head and back is of a 

deep-olive,-palefl: on the belly; it has hazel eyes, cheek 

pouches, callofities on the buttoc. s, which are naked, 

and of a red colour.-It is a nativ of Sumatra and J a­

pan .. --On·e of this kind .was !hewn in the North in 

x 788., from which this drawing was made .. 
It 
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It is a curious circumfl:ance, that not only this; but 
every animal of the Baboon and Monkey kind we have! 
yet feen, have ihewn a remarkable greedinefs for tobac­
co, muftard, · and even fnuff, which they eat without ex­
preffing the fmallefl: inconvenience, and always feem ex­
tremely defirous for more. 

THE Doc-FACED BABOON 

is diftinguiilied by a lo~ger tail than the refl: of its kind: 
In this refpell:, it feems to bear fome affinity to the Mon­
key, and has been mentioned under that denomination 
by feveral naturalifl:s. -We may obferve here, that, in 
tracing the progrefs of animated Nature, we are Jed, by 
the moft imperceptible gradations, from one kind to ano-• ther: The line of feparation feems fo faintly drawn, that 
we are frequently at a lofs how to fix the boundaries of 
one clafs without encroaching upon that of another; and, 

notwithfl:anding 
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notwithftanding the regularity and order which every ... 

where prevail among the numerous families that inhabit 

the earth, the beft and moft approved f yfl:ems of arrange­

ment fall infinitely {hort of preciGon: They ferve, in­

deed, to direa us to the general charaB:ers which form 

the di!linguiihing features of each genus, but are very 

inadequate to difcrimiriate the intermingled ihades and 

nice touches by which a11 are diverfified. 

The drawing of this animal was taken from one ihewn 

in London under the name of the PERSIAN SA v AGE.-­

Its head was large; muzzle long and thick; eyes fmall; 

face naked, and of an olive colour; the hair on its fore­

head feparated in the middle, and hung down on each 

fide of the face; from thence down its back as far as its 

waif!:; it was long and fhaggy, of a bluiih-grey colour, 

freckled with dark f pots ; hair on . the lower part of the 

body fhort; buttocks bare and red.-That defc ribed by· 

Mr Pennant, which feems to agree with this, is repre .. 

fented as very fierce and untraB:able.-It inhabits the 

hotteft parts of Africa and AGa, lives in troops, and 

commits great depredations in gardens and cultivated 
I 

grounds; is above five feet high, exceedingly fhong, vt.a 

cious, and impudent.· 

CC 
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THE UR.SINE BABOON 
is not unlike th~ lafi:; but rather lefs. Its nofe is long; 
head large ; ears fhort; forehead high and prominent, 
terminating in a ridge;- the body thick and {hong, co­
vered with long dufky hair, which gives it the appear­
ance of a young Bear; its tail half the length of the-bo­
dy; buttocks red. 

This animal is very numerous about the Cape of Good 
Hope.-Troops of them affemble together, and make ex­
peditions for the fake of plunder, in which they obferve 
the utmofi: precaution: To prevent furprize, they place 
a_ centinel, which, upon fight of a man, gives a loud yell; 
when the whole troop retreats with the greatefi: precipi­
tation. It is highly entertaining to fee the females carry­
ing off their young ones clinging to their backs ; whilft 
their pouches are crammed fo full of fruit, that they 
feem ready to burfl:. They fometimes form a line, and 
throw the fruit from one to another, in order to carry it 
off the more expeditioufly. 

THE WANDEROU 
is a native of Ceylon and the Eafi:-Indies.-Its head 1s 
thick and long, and furrounded wi'Ch a large quantity of 
white hair, which falls down below the -chin, forming 
a monfl:rous rough, fhaggy beard; the refi: of the body is 
covered with a dark,-brown coat, alrnofi: black.--Like 
all animals of this kind, it is wild and vicious ; but, 
when taken young, may eafily be tamed; and appears to 
be more fufceptible of education than other Baboons. 

There are feveral varieties_ of this fpecies. T he bodies 
of 
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of fame are black, with white beards; in others, the bo­

dy is whitiih, and the beard black: Some are found en­

tirely white ; but this fpecies is extremely rare, and is 

faid to be ftronger and more mif chievous than the others. 

Thefe bearded Baboons a.e much efieemed for the 

gravity of their appearance; and are ufed by the Indians 

in their ceremonies and £hows, in which they are faid to 

acquit themfelves to the admiration of the fpecl:ators. 

THE MA C A Q_ U E, 

or HARE-LIPPED MoNKE y of Mr Pennant, is placed 

next to the Baboons, and makes the neareft approach to 

them in the form of its body, which is fhort and thick : 

Its head and muzzle are large; its vifage ugly, naked, 

and wrinkled; and its noftrils divided, like thofe of a 

Hare: Its tail, however, is long, like that of a l\1onkey : 

The colour of the hair on the upper part of the body is, a 

greeniih-afh,-lighter on the breaft and belly.-There a.re 

feveral varieties, which differ both in fize and colour. 

This animal is found in Guinea, Congo, and fome of 

the foutheru parts of Africa.-They go in troops, and do 

infinite mifchief to plantations of millet, which they car­

ty off under their arms and in their mouths. They are 

extremeiy nice and delicate in their choice; and, by pul­

ling up what does not pleafe them, do more damage than 

by what they really eat. 

THE PATAS, OR RED MONKEY, 

is near I y of the fame fize with the Macaque, and m­

habits the fame country; its body is, however, rather 

longer, its face lefs hideous, and its hair more beautiful. 

c c z r~ 
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It is remarkable for the brilliancy of its coat, which i's 
of fo bright a red, as to have the appearance of being 
painted. 

There are two varieties of this kind: The one is dif­
tinguifhed by a black line above the eyes, extending from 
ear to ear; in the other, the line is white. Both have 
long hair under the chin, and round the cheeks; which 
in the firft is yellow, and in the fecond white: The nofe 
is black; the under part of the body of an afh colour) 
tinged with yellow. 

Thefe Monkies are very numerous on the banks of the 
river Senegal.-They are fo curious, as fometimes to de­
fcend from the tops of trees to the extremities of the 
branches, while boats are palling, and feem to obferve 
them with great attention. If not difi:urbed, their fami­
liarity becomes troublefome: '.fhey break off branches, 
throw them at the paffenger.s, and frequently with fo 
fure an aim, as to an~oy them not a little; but, upon 
being £hot at, they fet up moil: hideous cries, endeavour 
to revenge themfelves by collecting more offenfive mate­
rials, fuch as ftones, dirt, &c. which they throw at the 
enemy, and foon reti11e. 

Travellers relate, that in Guinea Monkies are fre­
quently feen together in troops of forty or fifty, plun­
dering gardens and fields of co.rn with great boldnefs. 
One of them ftands on a tree, liftens, and looks about 
on all fides, while the reft are bufy. Upon thG leaft ap­
pearance of interruption, he fets up a loud cry to alarm 
the party; when they immediately fly off with the booty 
they have collell:ed, leaping from tree to tree with pro­
digious agility. 

THE 
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THE MALBROUCK 

differs little from the lafi: either in difpofi tion or man­

ners.-It is a native of Bengal, is fond of fruit s, fre­

quently fteals into plantations of fugar-canes, loads itfelf 

with them, and, if purfued, will throw away a part to 

carry off the remainder with more eafe. It efcapes the 

purfuit of Tigers and other wild beafts by climbing trees, 

and leaping from one to another. Serpents are the moil 

-deadly enemies of this and all the Monkey kind: They 

follow them to the higheft ' branches of the trees, and 

frequently furprize them whilft they are fleeping. 

THE CHINESE BONNET MON KEY 

·appears to be only a variety of the Malbrouck; the prin­

cipal difference confifting in the farmer's having the hair 

on its head difpofed in the form of a fl at bonnet, from 

which its name has been derived. It inhabits the fame 

country, and lives in the fame manner. 

When fruits and fucculent plants fail them, thefe ani­

mals are faid to eat inf eB:s, and fomctimes watch by the 

fea fide for crabs and other fhell-fi{h, which they are very 

dexterous in catching.--T hey are never thoroughly 

tamed, and cannot be trufted without a chain. They do 

not breed when in a ftate of confinement., even in their 

own country; but require to be at perfect freedom in 

theii:.native woods • 

Cc 3 T 1-l F. 
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THE MANGABEY 

is diftinguifhed from all other Monkies by a very re­
markable charatl:er: Its eye-lids are naked, of a pure 
white colour., and round each eye there is a prominent 
ring; the hair on the head and body is of a yellowifh­
brown colour, that on the belly white. Some of them 
have a broad collar of white hair furrounding their neck 
~pd face.-They are natives of Madagafcar • 

• 

THE CALLITRIX, OR GREEN MONKEY, 

fo called from its beautiful hair, which, on the upper 
part of the b~dy and tail, is of a fine green colour; the 
throat, belly, and under fide of the limbs, are of a filvery 
whitenefs; the tail is eighteen inches long; length of the 
body thirteen; height eight and a half.-It is common 
if1 the Cape de Verd ifiands and the Eafl:-Indies; and is 
-alfo found in Mauritania, and in the territories of ancient 
Carthage. Hence it is probable, fays M. Buffon, that it 
was known to the Greeks and Romans; and that it was 
one of thofe long-tailed Monkies, t~ which ~hey gave the 
general name of Callitrix.--It feems to be the fame kind 

;rs 
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as that mentioned by Adanfon; who relates, that the 

woods of Podor along the river Niger ~re full of Green 

Apes, which, from their colour, are fcarcely difcernible 

among the branches of the trees where they live. 

The animal from which the above was taken is a fe­

male, in the po!feffion of William Hargrave, efq; of 

Shawdon. 

THE MUSTACHE 

is a beautiful little animal, having a tuft of yellow hair 

on each cheek, and another on the top of the head , 

which is long and upright; its face is of a blui{h colour, 

body of a greenifh-a:fh, breaft and belly lighter; its length 

is only one foot, that of the tail eighteen inches. It is a 

native· of Guinea. 

TI! E TALAPOIN 

1s a native of the Eaft-Indies, where it is fuffered to 

multiply without moleftation, owing to the religious fu­

perftition of the bramins, which forbids them to take the 

life of any kind of animal whatever. They are fo tame 

and familiar, that numbers of them frequently come into 

their towns, enter the houfes, and, if not prevented, help 

themfelves to whatever they meet with that is agreeable 

to them, fuch as fruits, f weetmeats, &c. 

. The Talapoin is about twelve inches long : Its head is 

round; ears black, and· Duped li_ke the human; eyes of 

a bright-hazel colour, with black pupils; the hair on the 

back, upper p4rt of the body, and limbs, of a dufky-yel­

low, tinged with green,-the belly lighter; its tail very 

long, flender, and of an olive colour. 

Cc4 Ta r, 



408 HISTORY OF Q_UADRUPEDS. 

THE VARIED MONKEY, OR MONA, 
is heft known of all the Monkey tribe, being more fre~ 

- quently brought into Europe than any other.--It is a 
;native of Barbary and other norther~ parts of Africa, 
Arabia, and Perfia; where it is called the MONA; (rom 
which our general term is derived. 

This creature's nofe is fhort and thick, of a dark lead 
Folour, and ·the hair on each fide is ·long, the fkin on the 
infide of the thighs is of ~ pale-blue colour, thinly cover':' 

• ed with whhifh hairs; beard of a greenifh-yellow; the 
•top of the head bright-yellow, freckled with black; back 
and fides deep-brown, with fmall black freckles; outude 
of the thighs and tail black; on each fide of the rump, 
~lof~ by the tail, is a large wh~te fpot. This defcription 
js taken from the living animal in the poffeffio!1 of Ro­
bert H edley, efq; of Newcafi:le; from which the drawing 
was alfo tal~en. It was remarkably gentle, tame, and fa­
piiliar; and feemed ~o have fome attachment to thofe 
with whom it was acquainted. Its length was eighteen 
inches, tail about two feet. It was fed with bread, roafi:­
ed 111ea t, and ·fruit of all kinds, of which it was pa~ticu-
)arly foDr9, ' 
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All the Baboons and Monkeys we have yet defcribed 

are furnifhed with cheek-pouches, capable of containing 

food fufficient to fupply them for a day or two: They 

alfo ferve as receptacles for whatever they obtain more 

than fupplies their prefent wants: But we have thought 

it unneceffary to repeat this circumfl:~nce in the account 

0f every animal of thof e kinds. 

T H E D O U c. 
.differs from other Monkeys in having no callofities on 

its buttocks, which are entirely covered with hair; it is 

~lfo much larger, being nearly four feet high when erell. 

Its face is :fhort and rather flat, furnifhed on e~ch fide 

with long hairs of a pale-yellow colour; its body is beau­

tifully variegated with differently coloured hair; round 

the neck there is a collar of a blui:fh-purple colour ; the 

jop of the head and body are grey; breafl: an<l belly yel­

low; arms white below, and black above; tail whit (.; ; 

feet black; face and ears red; lips black; and roun<t 

each eye there _is a black ring.--It is found in Cochin­

China, and i? the ifi apd of Madagafcar; where it is cal­

led the S1F4c. 

M. Buffon places the Douc in the lafl: clafs of thofc 

animals of the Monkey ki~<l that belong to the old con­

tinent; and defcri:bes it as forming a :£bade between them 

~nd the Monkies o_f America, which he diflinguifhes by 

the generic names of SAPAJous and ' SAGOIN.S, - They 

both of them differ from Monkies in ha~ing neither 

cheek-pouches nor callofities on th ir buttocks ; apd they 

r1re di{}:ingui:fhed from each other by characters peculiar 

t9 each. · TJ1e Sapajou is furni:fh~d with a prehenfile tail, 
~ " . . 

tl}e 
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the under part of which is generally covered with a 
fmooth naked £kin: The animal can coil it up or extend 
it at~ pleafure, fufpend itfelf by its extremity on the 
branches of trees, or ufe it as a hand to lay hold of any 
thing it wants. The tails of all the Sagoins, on the con­
trary, are longer than thofe of the Sapajous, ftraight, 
flaccid, <1;nd entirely covered with hair.-This difference 
alone is fufficient to diftinguiili a Sapajou from a 9agoin. 

We now proceed to the hiftory and defcription of the 
moft remarkable of this numerous race. 

THE OUARINE, OR PREACHER, 
is the largeft of all the American Monkies, being about 
the fize of a large "£ox. Its body ·is covered with long 
fmooth hair of a fhining black colour, forming- a kind of 
ruff round the animal's neck: Its tail is long, and always 
twifted at the end. 

Great numbers of thefe Monkies inhabit the woods of 
Brazil and Guiana; and, from the noife they make, are 
called Howling Monkies. Several of them aifemble toge­
ther; and placing themfelves. in a kind of regular order, 
one of them begins firft with a loud tone, which may 
be heard to a great diftance; the reft foon join in a ge­
neral chorus, the moft diifonant and tremendous that can 
be conceived: On a fudden they all ftop, except the firfl:, 
who finiilies fingly, and the aifembly breaks up. 

Thefe Monkies are faid to be very fierce, and fo wild 
and !Ilifchievous, that they can neither be conquered nor 
tamed.-They feed on fruits, grain, herbs, and fome­
ti mes infeB:s; live in trees, and leap from bough to 
bough with vvonderful agility, catching hold with their 

· ·· band& 
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hands and tails as they throw themfelves from one branch 

to another, and maintain their hold fo firmly, that, even 

when fuot, they remain fixed to the trees where they die. 

The fleih of the Ouarine is good; and is not only 

eaten by the natives, but alfo by the Europeans who 

frequent thofe parts. 

THE COAITA 

is fomewhat lefs than the Ouarine. Its body and limbs 

are long and flender; hair black and rough; tail long, 

and naked on the under fide. 

This animal is found in the neighbourhood of Car­

·thagena, in Guiana, Brazil, and Peru.-Great numbers 

affociate together.-They feldom appear on the ground; 

but live· moftly in trees, and feed on fruits: When thefc 

are not to be had, they are faid to eat fi{hes, worms, and 

infects; are extremely dexterous in catching their prey, 

and make great ufe of their tails in feizing it. 

The Coaitas are very lively and all:ive.-In palling 

from one tree to another, they fometimes form a chain, 

linked to each other by their tails ; and f wing in that 

manner till the loweft catches hold of a branch, ancl 

draws up the reft.-When fru its are ripe, they are ge·• 

nerally fat; a~d their fle{h is then faid to be excellent. 

There are many varieties of the Coaita, which differ 

chiefly in colour. Some are totally black, others brown~ 

and fame have white hair on the under parts of the body. 

-They are . called Spider JJ1onkie.r by Ed wards, on ac­

~ount of the length and flend~rnefs of their legs and tails. 

M. Buff on fuppofes the E r Q._U I MA to be . another va­

r iety 
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riety of this f pecies. It is nearly of the fame fize, but 
its colour · is variegated: The hair on its back is black 
and yellow, its throat and belly white; its manner of 
Jiving is the fame with that of the Coaita, and it inhabits 
the fame countrie.s.-Both kinds are remarkable in hav­
ing only four fingers on each hand, being quite deftitute 
of the thumb. 

THE SAJOU, OR. CAPUCIN. 
There are two vanet1es of this f pecies,-the Brown 

and the Grey; which, in other refpeB:s, are perfeB:ly 
fimilar. Their faces are of a fle{h colour, thinly covered 
with down; tails long, full of hair on the ~pper fide, 
naked below, and prehen!ile ; hands black and naked ; 
length of the body about twelve inches. , 

Thefe animals inhabit Guiana, are extremely lively 
and agile, and their conftitution feems better adapted to 
the temperate clim~tes of Europe th~n moft of the Sapa­
jou kind. M1 B.uffot1 mentions a few inftances of their 
having produced in France. 

The Sajous are very capricious in their attachments, 
being fond of particular perfons, and difcovering the 
greateft aver,fion to others. 

THE SAI, OR WEEPER, 
inhabits Brazil; is very mild, docile, and timid ; of a 
grave and ferious af pelt:; has an appearance of weep­
ing; and, when irritated, makes a plaintive noife. It 
is about fourteen inches long; the tail longer than the 
body; hair on the back and fi,4es of a deep-brown colqur, 

mixed 

/ 
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mixed with red on the lower parts.-There is a variety 

with white hair on the throat and breaft. 

Great numbers of thefe creatures affemble together, 

particularly in ftormy weather; and make a great chat­

tering.-They live much in trees, which bear a pod­

ded fruit as large as beans, on which they principally 

feed. 

THE SAIMIRt, OR ORANGE MONKEY, 

is a moft beautiful animal; but fo extremely delicate, 

that it cannot well bear to be brought from its own cli­

mate to one lefs warm and temperate.-It is about the 

fize of a Squirrel: Its head is round; eyes remarkably 

lively and brilliar_it; ears iarge; hair on the body :fhort 

and fine, of a :fhining gold colour ; feet orange; its tail 

is very _long: Its prehenfile faculty is much weaker than 

the re~ of the Sapajous; and on that account, it may 

be faid to form a :fhade between them and the Sagoins, 

which have long tails, entirely covered with hair, but of 

no ufe in fufpending their bodies from the branches of 

trees or other objeB:s. 

T H E S A K I 

is~ fometimes called the Fox-TAILED MoNKE y; be­

caufe its tail, like that of the Fox, is covered with long 

hair. Its body is about feventeen inches in length; hair 

long,-of a dark-brown colour on the back, lighter on 

the under fide; its face is tawny, and covered with a 

fine ihort whiti!h down; the forehead and fides of the 

, face 
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face are white; its hands and feet are black, with claws, 
inftead of nails. 

The Saki is a native of Guiana, where it is c·alled the· 
Sacca,z,uinkee. 

THE TAMAR.IN 

is about the fize of a Squirrel: Its face is naked, of a 
fwarthy fleih colour; its upper lip fomewhat divided; its 
ears are very large and erelt, from whence it is called 
the GREAT-EA RED MoNKE Y; its hair is foft, :!baggy, 
and of a black colour ; hands and feet covered with 
orange-coloured hair, v·ery fine and fmooth ; its nails 
long and crooked; tail black, and twice the length of 
its body. 

The Tamarin inhabits the hotter parts of South-Ame­
rica; is a lively, pleafant animal; eafily tamed; but fo 
delicate, that it cannot bear a removal to a climate lefs 
temperate. 

T H :e 
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THE OUIS TITI, OR C AG VI, 

is frill fmaller than the Tarnarin, its head and body not 
exceeding feven inches in length: Its tail is long, bufhy., 
and, like that of the M~ca~co, marked with alternate 
rings of black and afh colour ; its face is naked, of a 
f warthy flefh colour; ears large, and like the human; 
body beautifully marked with dufky, afh-coloured, and 
reddi{h bars ; its nails are fharp; and its fingers like 
thofe of a Squirrel. 

The Ouiftiti inhabits Brazil; feeds on fruits, vegeta­
bles, infects, and fnails, and is fond of fi{h. 

Mr Edwards gives a defcription of one of thefe ani­
mals," accompanied with an excellent figure.-He fays , 
that, one day being at liberty, it darted upon a fmall 
gold-fi{h that was in a bafon, which it killed and devour­
ed with avidity; and that afterwards fmall eels were 
given to it, of which it feemed at firft afraid, from their 
twifting themfelves round its neck ; but that it foon over­
came and eat them.-He likewife fays, that the Ouftiti 
:produced young ones in Portugal, which at fir.fl: were 

extremely 
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extremely ugly, having hardly any hair on their bodies.· 

They adhered clofely to the teat's of the mother; and.,, 

when grown a little larger, fixed themfelves upon her 

back, from whence fhe could not eafily difengage them, 

without rubbing them off again ft a wall: Upon thefe oc~ 

caGons, the male always allowed "them to mount upon 

his back to relieve the female. 

THE MARIKINA 

is by fome called the L10N-APE, from the quantity of 

hair which furrounds its face, falling backwards like a 

mane ; its tail is alfo fomewhat bufhy at the end : In 

other refpell:s, it bears no affinity whatever to the king 

of beafts. Its face is flat, and of a dull purple colour; 

its hair long, bright, and filky,-from whence it is like­

wife called the SrLKY MONKEY; it is of a pale-yellow 

colour on the body; · the hair round the face of a bright­

bay, inclining to red; irs hands and feet are without 

liair, ·and of . the fame colour as the face ,; its body is ten 

inches long, tail thirteen. 

This creature i's a native of Guiana, is very gentle and 

lively, and feems to be more hardy than the other Sa~ 

goins.-Buffon fays, that one of them lived at Paris 

feveral years, with no other precaution than keeping it-. 
in a warm room dm:ing winter. 
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THE p l N C H E, 0 R RED-TA ILE D 

MONKEY, 

is fomewhat larger than the Ouftiti. It is remarkable in 

·having a great quantity of fmooth white hair, which falls 

down from the top of its head on each fide, forming a 

curious contraft with its face, which is black, thinly co­

vered with a .fine grey down: Its eyes are black and live• 

ly; throat black ; hair on the back and {boulders of a 

light reddiili-brown colour ; breafl:, belly, and legs, 

white; the -tail is long, of a red colour from the rump 

to the middle, from thence to the end _it is black. 

The Pinche inhabits the woods on the banks of the 

river of Amazons; is a lively, beautiful little animal; 

h as a foft whifUing voice, refembling more the chirping 

of a bird than the cry of a quadruped.-It frequently 

walks with its long tail over its back. 

Dd 
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THE MICO, OR FAIR MONKEY, 
is the lafi that we {hall defcribe of this numerous racel)· 
and is the mofr beautiful of them all. Its head is fmall 
and round; face and ears of fo lively a vermilion colour, 
as to appear the effect of art; its body is covered with 
Jong hair of a . bright filvery whitenefs and uncommon 
elegance; tail long, and of a iliining dark-chefnut colour. 

This creature frequents the banks of the river of Arna .. · 
zons, where it was difcovered by M. Condamine, who 
preferv:ed it alive till almofi: within fight 0f the French 
co~ft; but it died before his arrival. 

"\Ve have now laid before our readers a few of tI1e 
moft noted varieties· of thi's numerous race: Many others 
might likev;,ife be acl'd.ed· to fwell the account; but of 
thefe, little more is known than their names and places . 
of habitation. There are, p-rob-ably, fii11 more, which 
neither the allicluity of the natm,alift, nor the curiofity of' 
the traveller, has been able to draw from their native 
wooJs. Indeed, there is great room to conjecture, th at 

the: 



1-IISTORY OF Q_UAD.RUPEDS. 419 

the variations of the Monkey kind are fomewhat like 

thofe of the Dog, continually encreafing; for it is very 

obvious, that, among the frnaller kinds of Monkies, the 

characl:eriftic differences do not appear to be great, how­

ever they may vary in fize or in colour; and it is certain, 

that the modes of living, faculties, and propenfities of 

thefe animals, are ftrikingly firnilar: So that, jf we rea .. 

fon from analogy on this fubjecl:, we may fairly con .. 

elude, that different kinds of Monkies may unite and 

propagate with the fame facility as the Goat and the 

Sheep, or the almoft innumerable kinds of Dogs. 

The greater part of the cuts we have given of the Ba­

boons, Apes, and Monkies, we were fortunate in pro­

curing from living fubjelh, or drawings which might be 

depended on: And it is to be lamented, that, amongft 

the numbers that have been publiihed, fo few fhould pof­

fefs that peculiar characl:er fo obfervable in the various 

members of this imitative tribe, which it is wholly irn­

poffible to trace from a ftuffed fkin, void of every kind of 

expreffion; and the mufcular parts, which -fhould con­

vey the idea of altion, generally ill fupplied, or entirely 

wanting. 

D dz THE 
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TH E P O R C U P I N E. 

T H IS animal, fo formidable in its appearance., 
would be much more truly fo, if it poffeifed the · 

power erroneoufly afcribed to it, of darting its quills at 
its enemies, and killing them at a diftance.-Though de­
nied . the privilege of making off en five war, it is fuffi-

_ciently armed to refifl: ,the attacks of animals much more 
powerful than ·itfelf.-The largefi of the quills are from 
ten to fifteen inches in length, thick in the middle, and 
extremely £harp at the end: They all incline backwards; 
but on being the leaft irritated, the animal raifes them 
up, making at the fame time a fnorting noife. Between 
the quills, the hair is thin, black, and brift.ly: The tail 
is covered with white quills, which are :fhort and tranf­
parent: Its legs are fhort; and it has four toes before, 
and five behind. 

The Porcupine is found in India, Perfia, and P alef­
tine : It is likewife common in all parts of Africa.-The 
Indians hunt it for its quills, of which they make a kind 
of embroidery: They alfo eat its flefh. 

There are Porcupines in a wild ftate in Spain and 
Italy., 
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Italy, though they are not originally natives of any part 

of Europe. Their flefh is fometimes expofed in the mar­

kets at Rome, where it is eaten. The Italian Porcu­

pines have fhorter quills and a Ieffer creft than thofe of 

Afia or Africa; 

The Porcupine is an inoffenfive animal; lives on fruits, 

roots, and vegetables; ileeps during the day, and feeds 

by night.--The female goes feven months, and brings 

forth one young one at a time.-The drawing of this 

animal was made from the life. 

THE BRAZILIAN PORCUPINE 

differs fo greatly from the lafl:, that it can fcarcely be 

faid to bear any relation to it, except in its being cover­

ed with fpines about three inches in length: They are 

white, very £harp, and have a bar of black near the 

points. The breaft, belly, and lower part of the legs, 

D d 3 are 
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are covered with fl:rong briftly hairs of a brown colour. 
Its tail is long and flender, and almoft .naked at the end: 
The animal ufes it in defcending trees, by twifl:ing it 
round the branches. 

This creature inhabits Mexico and Brazil, lives in 
woods, and feeds on fn-l its and fmall birds. It preys by 
night, and fleeps in the day. It makes a noife likt:! the 
grunting of a fwine, and grows very fat.-Its fldh is 
white, and efteemed good to eat. 

THE COENDOU 

of M. Buffon, which he likewife cal1s the BRAZILIAN 

PoRCUPINE, inhabits the fame countries with the 1afl:
9 

rmd its habits and mode of living are fimilar; but, in 
1·ef peel: to its figure, it fee ms to be a very different ani­
mal: Its ears are ~ort, and hid in the hair; its head, 
body, and upper part of its tail, are covered with long 
foft hair, in which are interfperfed a number of {hong 
£harp fpines; its tail is fhorter than that of the preceding 
fpecies, and it ufes it in the fame manner in defcending 
uees, frequently fufpending itfelf from the branches. 

An 
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An animal fimilar to this is found in Canada, and 

various parts of North-America, as high as Hudfon's 

Bay. It is called the URSON, or CANADA PoRcUPI E . 

-Many of the trading Indians, during their long ex­

curfions, depend on this creature for a fupply of food
1 

which they efteem both wholefome and pleafa nt: They 

a]fo make ufe of the quills to trim the edges of thei r 

deer-fkin habits1 fo as to _look like fringe; and fl:ick them 

in their nofes and ears to make holes for their ear-rings. 

THE· HEDGE~HOG, OR URCHIN, 

DESTITUTE of every other means of defen ce, 

is provided by Nature with a fpinous armour, 

which fecures it from the attacks of all the f mailer beafl: s 

of prey ; fuch as W ~afo:Is, Martins, Polecats, &c.­

When alarmed, it immediately , collell:s itfelf into the 

form of a ball, and prefents on all fides a furface covered 

with £harp points, which few animals are hardy enough 

to engage. The more it is harraifed, the clofer it rolls 

D d 4 itfelf ; 
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itfelf;, till its fears become an additional means of fafety, 
by caufing it to void its urine, which, running over its 
whole body, frequently obliges its enemy to defift, dif .. 
gufted by the fmell. 

There are few Dogs that will venture to attack the 
Hedge-hog, except fuch as are trained to the fport, 
merely to gratify the cruel pleafure of feeing a harmlefs 
animal endure, with afl:oniiliing patience, the moft ~an­
ton outrages; whilft the Dogs, becoming more enraged 
at the wounds they receive fron:i its prickles, at laft 
oblige it to unfold itfelf; and it then foon falls a victim 
to their fury. , 

The Hedge-hog generally refides in fmall thickets and 
hedges; . lives on fruits, worms, beetles, and all kinds of 
infeB:s; conceals itfelf in the day, and feeds during the 
night. lt is eafily taken, for it n;ither flies nor attempts 
to defend itfelf; but, when touched, fhrinks into its cir­
cular form, which it will not eafily quit, unlefs thrown 
into water. 

The Hedge-hog, in the winter, wraps itfelf up in a 
warm nef\:, made of mofs, dried grafs, and leaves; and 
fleeps out the rigours of that reafon. It is frequently 
found fo completely encircled with herbage on all fides, 
that it refembles a ball of dried leaves. · When taken out 
and placed before a fire, it foon recovers from its torpid 
fta~e. 

.... 
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T H E TENDRAC 

is about the fize of a Rat. The upper part of its bod 

is covered with f pines, iliorter and fmaller than thofe of 

the Hedge-hog, which it fomewhat refembles, but does 

not roll itfelf up like that animal; the reft of the body i, 

covered with a kind of fine hard hair of a whitifh colour; 

about the head and nofe it has f everal long hairs, like 

whiikers. 

An animal of the fame kind is mentioned by M. Buf­

fon, .under the name of 

T H E T - A N R E C, 

which is larger than the laft, and has fewer briflles: 

They only occupy the top of the head, and along the 

0a.ck, as far as the ilioulders ; thof e on the neck are the 

longefl:J 
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longeft, and ftand erelc: The reft of the body is covered 
with a briftly kind of hair of a yellowifh colour, among 
which are intermixed fome black hairs, much longer 
than the other: Its nofe is long, and its ears more appa­
rent than thofe of the Tendrac. 

Both thefe animals are n~tives of lndia.-They make 
a grunting rt(i)ife, and are fond of wallowing in mud, 
like Hogs : They frequent the b_anks of rivers, can live 
a long time in the water, and are frequently caught in 
f mall inlets of the fea: They dig holes- in the ground, 
where they continue in a kind of torpid ftate during fe~ 
veral months. They are generally very fat; and the In­
dians eat their flef11, though it is reckoned infipid an<i, 
fhingy. 

T H E 
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T H E B E A V E R 

IS the moft induftrious of all animals. Its labours 

feem the refu1 t of a facial compaB:, formed for mu­

tual convenience, prefervation, and fupport; and as, in 

all well-regulated focieties, a due fubordination is necef­

fary for the well ordering and condull:ing each indivi­

dual effort to the advantage of the whole; fo, amongfl: 

thefe curious animals, we find, that, in forming thei r 

habitations, all have their proper part of the work af­

figned to them, that, by dividing their labours, fafety, 

'{l:ability, and expedition, may be the general effell:. To 

this purpofe, a community of two or three hundred af­

femble together: An overfeer is appointed, whofe order:t 

are punB:ually obeyed; and, by {hiking the water fmart"­

ly with his tail, gives the fi gnal where the united force 

of numbers is neceffary to be applied, in order to 

firengthen or fupp9rt the fabric ; or, at the approc1ch of 

an enemy, to apprize the fociety of their danger.-A s 

foon as a convenient place is chofen for the ereB:ion of 

· their building, which is generally a level piece of ground, 

with a fmall rivulet running through it, they divide into 

companies: 
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companies: Some are employed in cutting down trees of 
great fize, which is done by gnawing them with their 
teeth: Thefe they lay acrofs the dam with furprizing la­
bour and perfeverance, or form them into piles, which 
others roll down to the water, make holes at the bottom 
for receiving the ends, and placing them upright, fecure 
them in that pofition; whiHl another party is engaged in 
collecting tw.igs, interweaving and twifting them with 
the piles, and thereby firengthening the work : Some 
collect large quantities of earth, ftones, clay, and other 
folid materials, which they difpofe of on the upper fide 
of the piles next the ftream, forming a mound ten or 
twelve feet thick at the bottom, tapering gradually up­
wards, and capable of fuftaining a c~nfiderable weight of 
water: The length of the dam, occa!ioned by this means, 
is fometimes not lefs than one hundred feet.-. Having 
,compleated the mole, their next care is to erect their 
apartments, which are built on piles: They are of a cir­
cular form, and generally confift of three ftories, about 
eight feet high above the water : The firft lies below the 
level of the dam, and is generally full of water; the 
other two are above it. The walls are two feet in thick­
nefs, neatly plaiftered with clay on the infide, which is 
arched like an oven, and at the top refembles a dome. 
In each houfe there are two openings,-one toward the 
water, to which the animal has always accefs in cafe of 
f urprize; the other toward the land, by which it goes 
ou t in queCT: of food.-The number of houfes in one of 
thefe dams is from ten to twenty-five, fome of them 
large enough to contain a family of twenty or thirty Bea­
vers. Each Beaver fo rms its bed of mofs; and ea.ch fa­
mily lays in its magazine of winter provifion, which con-

fifts 
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lifts of bark and boughs of trees: They pile up the latter 
with great ingenuity and regularity, and draw it out to 
their apartments as their wants require.-They are faid 
to be fondefl of the faifafras, afh, and f weet gum.-Du­
i-ing fummer, they feed on leaves, fruits, and fometimes 
crabs or cray-fi{h; but fi{h is not their favourite food. 
-Their time of building is early in the fummer: In 
winter, they never go farther than to their provifion 
ftores; and, during that feafon, are very fat.--They 
breed once -a year, and bring forth two or three at a 
birth. 

Beavers are found chiefly in the northern parts of Eu­
rope, Afia, and America; particularly the latter, from 
whence many thoufands of their ikins are annually 
brought into Europe. In I 763, the Hudfon's Bay com­
pany fold 54,670 Beaver £kins at one fale.-They vary in 
colour: The mofl valuable are black; but the general 
colour is a chefnut-brown, more or lefs dark. Some 
have been found entirely white, others f potted; but both 
thef e kinds are very rare. 

The Beaver is remarkable for the fize and ftrength of 
its cutting teeth, which enable it to gnaw down trees of 
great magnitude with eafe. Its ears are fhort, and almoft 
hid in the fur; its nofe blunt; tail broad and flat, nearly 
of an oval form, and covered with fcales-it ferves not 
only as a rudder to direB: its motions in the water, but 
as a moft ufeful inftrument for laying on the clay, pref­
fing it into the crevices, and fmoothing the outward co­
vering; its fore feet are fmall, and not unlike thofe of a 
Rat; the hind feet are large and ftrong, with membranes 
between each toe; its length, from nofe to tail, is about 
three feet; the tail is eleven inches long, and three 
broad. 

The 
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The caftor produced from thefe animals is found in 
a liquid ftate in bags near the anus,, about the fize of an 
egg: When taken off, the matter dries, and is reducible 
to a powder, which is oily, of a fharp bitter tafte, and 
a flrong difagreeable fmell. Thefe bags are found indif­
ferently in males and females; and were formerly fup­
pofed to be ·the animal's tefticles, which, when purfued, 
it was faid to bite off, and b.y that means efcape with it11 

life. 

THE 
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1T H E 0 T T E R. 

ALT HOU G H the Otter is not conGdered by 
naturaliits as wholly amphibious, it is 'neverthe­

lefs enabled to remain a conGderable time under water, 
and can purfue and take its prey in that element with 
great facility.-The legs are very {hart, but remarkably 
{hong, broad, , and mufcular; on each foot are five toes, 
connell:ecl by fl:rong membranes, like thofe of water 
fowl; the head is broad, of an oval form, and flat on the 
tipper part; the body is long and round, and the tail ta­
pers to a point; the eyes are brilliant, and placed in fuch 
a manner, that the animal can fee every object that is 
above it, which gives it a Gngular afpelt, very much re­
fembling an eel or an afp; the ears are ihort, and their 
orifice narrow. The fur of the Otter is of a deep-brown 
colour, with two fmall light fpots on each fide of the 
nofe, and another under the chin. 

This 
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This animal makes its neft in fome retired f pot by_ the 
fide of a lake or river, under a bank, ·where it · has an 
eaf y and fecure accefs to the water, to which it immedi­
ately flies upon the lea ft alarm; and, as it f wims with 
great rapidity, generally efcapes from its purfuers.-It 
defl:roys great quantities of fifh; and, in purfuit of its 
prey, has been obferved commonly to fwim againfl: the 
ftream.--As foon as tbe Otter has caught a fifh, it im­
mediately drags it to the £bore; devours a part, as far as 
the vent; and, unlefs preffed by extreme hunger, always 
leaves the remainder, and takes to the water in queft of 
more. 

Otters are generally taken in traps placed near their 
landing places" '!Vhere they are carefully concealed in the 
fand.-When hunted with Dogs, the old ones defend 
themfe1ves with great obfl:inacy: They bite feverely, and 
do not readily quit their hold where they have once faf­
tened. An old Otter· will never give up while it . has 
life; nor make the leaf!: complaint, though wounded ever 
fo much by the Dogs, or even when transfix!id with a 

• fpear. 
There are many inftances of Otters being tamed; bu t 

in thofe which have come to our knowledge, they were 
taken when young, and accufl:orned by degrees to obedi­
ence and refl:raint. They became fo far domefticated, as 
to follow their mafters, anf wer to a name, and employ 
their ex~~llent talents at fifhing in their fervice. 

Some years ago, James Campbell, near Invernefs, had 
a young Otter, which he brought up and tamed. I t 
would follow him wherever he chafe; and, ,if called on 
by its name, would immediately obey. When apprehen­
five of danger from Dogs, it fought the protection of its 

mafter, 

• 
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mafter, and would endeavour to fly into his arms for 

greater fecurity.-It was frequently employed in catching 

fi{h, and would fometimes take eight or ten falmon in a 

day. If not prevented, it always made an attempt to 

break the fi:{h behind the fin next the tail; and as foon 

as one was taken away, it immediately dived in purfuit 

of more. When tired, it would refufe to fifh any lon­

ger; and was then rewarded with as mµch fifh as it 

could devour: Being fatisfied with eating, it always 

curled itfelf round, and fell a!Ieep; in which ftate it was 

generally carried home.--The fame Otter fiihed as 

well in the fea as in a river, and took great numbers of 

codlings and other fiih.-Its food was generally freih fiih, 

and fometimes milk. 

Another perfon, who kept a tame Otter, fuffered it to 

follow him with his Dogs. It was very ufeful to him 

in fifhing, by going into the water, and driving trouts 

and other fi{h towards the net.-It was remarkable, that 

the Dogs, though accuftomed to the fport, were fo far 

from giving it the fmalleft moleftation, that they would 

not even hunt an Otter whilft it remained with them; 

on which account the owner was under the neceffity of 

dif pofing of it. 

Notwithftanding the Otter's avidity for fi{h, it will not 

eat it unlefs it be perfectly freih: When that cannot be 

procured, it is fed with milk., or pudding made of oat­

meal, &c. 

Otters are found in rnoft parts of the world, with no 

great variation.-They are common in q-uiana, and fre­

quent the rivers and marfhes of that country. They are 

fometimes feen in great numbers together; and are fo 

E e fierce, 

-
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fierce, that it is dangerous to come near them. They 
live in holes, which they make in the banks of-the rivers. 

The Otters of Cayenne are very large, weighing from 
ninety to one hundred pounds. They frequent the large 
rivers of that country. Their cry is loud, and may be 
heard to a great difl:ance. They are of a dark-brown co­
lour. Their fur is fhorter than that of the Beaver, and 
very foft. 

The SMALL OTTER, found in Poland and the North 
of Europe, is _much lefs than the common Otter, and 
of a dufky-brown colour: Its feet are broad, webbed, 
and covered with hair ; its fur is , very valuable, being 
next in beauty to that of the Sable. 

This Otter is found alfo in North-America, where it 
is called the MINX; freq~ents the water, and lives on 
fifh; is fond of 11oultry; frequently fieals into the hen 
roofl:s, bites off the heads of the fowls, and fucks their · 
blood ; is very fetid; and, when irritated, has a moft 
loathfome fmell.-Its length, from nofe to tail, is twenty 
inches; tail four. Its fur is of a dark-brown colour, ve­
ry gloffy and beautiful. 
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T:a:E S E A - 0 T T E R. 

Vaft numbers of thefe animals inhabit the coaft of 

l{amtfchatka, and the numerous iflands contiguous to it; 

as well as the oppofite coafts of America, difcovered by 

the Ruffians: They are alfo found in fame of the larger 

rivers of South-America.-Their :fk.ins are of great value, 

and have long bee_n confidered by the Ruffians as form­

ing a confiderable article of their commerce. They di[ .. 

pofe of them to the Chinefe at the rate of feventy or a 

hundred rubles each, and receive in return fame of their 

moft valuable commodities. 

The fur of the Sea-Otter is thick and long, of a beau­

tiful .. fhining black colour, but fometimes of a filvery 

hue; the legs are thick and fhort; toes joined by a wep; 

the hind feet like thofe of a Seal; length, from nofe to 

t ail, four feet two inches; tail thirteen, fl at, and point­

ed at the end.-The largeft of them weigh from feventy 

to eighty pounds. 

The Sea-Otter is remarkably harmlefs, and moft affec­

t ionately fond of its young: It will pine to death for its 

lofa, and die on the very fpot where it has been taken 

E e 2 .iway. 
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away. Before its young can fwim, it will carry it in ita paws, and fupport it in the water, laying upon its back. -It f wims in various pofitions,-on its back, fides, and even in a perpendicular pofture; and in the water is very fportive. Two of them are fometimes feen embracing each other. It frequents £hallow places, abounding with fea weed; and feeds on lobfi:ers, crabs, and other fhell fifh.-It breeds but once a year, and produces one young at a time, which it fuckles and carefully attends almoft a year. 

The flefh of a young Otter is reckoned delicate eating, and not eafily diftinguifhed from that of lamb. 

T H E S L 0 T H, 

OF all animals, is the moft fluggifh and inactive; 
and, if we were to judge from outward appear­ance, would feem the moft helplefs and wretched: All it~ motions feem to be the effect of the moft painful ex­ertion, . which h~nge·r alone is capable of exciting.-It 

lives 
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lives chiefly in trees; and having afcended one with in­

finite labour and difficulty, it remains there till it has en­

tirely {hipped it of all its verdure, fparing neitl)er fruit, 

bloffom, nor leaf; after which it is faid to devour even 

the bark: Being unable to defcend, it throws itfelf on 

the ground, and continues at the bottom of the tree till 

hunger again compels it to renew its toils in fearch of 

fubfiftence. Its motions are accompanied with a moft 

piteous and lamentable cry, which is its only defence, 

and fecures it from the attacks of beafts· of prey, which 

are faid to quit it with horror upon hearing its cry. 

Though flow, aukward, and almoft incapable of mo­

tion, the Sloth is ftrong, remarkably tenacious of life, 

and capable of enduring a long abftinence from food. 

We are told of one that, having faftened itfelf by its feet 

to a pole; remained in th;:i.t fituation forty days without 

the_ Ieaft fuftenance.-The frrength in its legs and feet is 

fo great, that, havihg feized any thing, it is almoft im­

poffible to oblige it to quit its hold. The fame animal 

laid hold of a Dog that was fet loofe upon it, and held 

him faft with its feet till he periilied with hunger. 

There are two kinds of Sloths, which are principally 

diftinguifhed by the number of t~eir claws. The one, 

called the Ai, is about the fize of a Fox, and has three · 

long claws on each foot: Its legs are clumfy, and auk­

wardly placed; and the fore legs being longer than the 

hind, add greatly_ to the difficulty of its progreffive mo­

tion: Its whole body is covered with a rough coat of 

long hair of a lightifh-brown colour,. mixed with white, 

not unlike that of a Badger; and has a black line down 

the middle of the back: Its face is naked., and of a dirty .. 

E e ~ whit~ 
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white colour; tail fhort; eyes fmall, black, and heavy. 
It is found only in South-America. 

The UN Au has only two claws on each foot: Its 
head is fhort and round, fomewhat like that of a Mon­
key; its ears are fhort; and it has no tail. It is found 
in South-America, and alfo in the iiland of Ceylon.­
The flefh of both kinds is eaten.-They have feveral fto­
machs, and are faid to belong to the tribe of ruminating 
animals. 

TH E . 



HISTORY OF Q_UADRUPEDS. 439 

THE A N T - E A T E R. 

T HERE are feveral animals diftingui{hed by the 

common name of Ant-eaters, which differ great­

ly in form.--They are divided into three claffes , viz. 

the Great, the Middle, and the Leifer Ant-eater. 

The GREAT ANT-EATER is nearly four feet in 

length, exclufive of its tail, which is two and a half. 

It is remarkable for the great length of its fnout, which 

is of a cylindrical form, and ferves as a fheath to its long 

and flender tongue, which always lies folded double in 

its mouth, and is the chief inftrument by which it fi nds 

fub{i ftence. 

This creature is a native of Brazil and Guiana, runs 

flowly, frequently f wims ·over rivers, lives wholly on 

ants, which it col~ell:s by thrufting its tongue into their 

holes; and, having penetrated every part of the neft, 

withdraws it into its mouth loaded wit.h prey.-·Its leg~ 

'1,re fo ihong, that few animals can extricate themfelves 

E e 4 from 
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from its gripe. It is faid to be formidable even to the Panthers of America ; and fometimes fix'es itfelf ·upon them in fuch a manner, that both of them fall and pe­riili together; for its obfl:inacy is fo great, that it will not extricate itfelf from its adverfary even after he is dead.-The flefh has a {hong clifagreeable tafte, but is eaten by the Indians. 

The MrnDLE ANT-EATER 1s one foot feven inches from nofe to tail. It inhabits the fame countries, and procures its food in the fame manner, as the laft. Its tail is ten inches long, with which it fecures its hold in climbing trees by twifting it round the branches.-Both thefe animals have four fhong claws on the fore feet, and five on the hind. 

The LESSER ANT-EATER has a £harp-pointed nofe, inclining a little downward: Its ears are fmall, and hid in the fur: It has two {hong hooked claws on the fore 
feet, the outward one being much the largeft ; and four on the hind feet: Its fur is long, foft, and filky,-of a yellowiili-brown colour: Its length, from nofe to tail, is feven inches and a half; tail above eight, thick at the bafe, and taper to the end.-It inhabits Guiana, climbs trees in queft of a f pecies of ants which build their nefls 

among the branches. 
Animals of this kind are found in Ceylon and the Cape of Good Hope.-Kolben defcribes the latter as hav­ing long heads and tongues ; that they feed on ants; and are . fo {hong, that, if they fafl:en their claws in the ground, they cannot eauly be pulled away.-It is cal­led in Ceylon the Talgoi or Ant-Bear. 

THE 

' 
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THE GREAT MANIS, OR PANGOLIN. 

T HIS fingular animal is protected from external in­

jury by a coat of mail, fo {hong, as to be fufli­
cient to protect it from the attacks of the mofl: powerful 

animals. All the upper parts of its body are clofely co­

vered with fcales of different fizes, which it can erect at 

pleafure, oppofing to its adverfary a formidable row of 

offenfive weapons, _which wound while they refift, and 

thus repel the moft rapacious invader. The Tiger, the 

Panther, or the Leopard, in vain attempt to force it. 

The moment it perceives the approach of an enemy, it 

rolls itfelf up like a Hedge-hog, and by that means fe­

cures all the weaker parts of its body. 

This creature is a native of Formofa and the Indian 

iiles; is Iikewife found in Guinea, where it feeds on 

ants, which it takes by laying out its long red tongue, 

covered with an unctuous flime, acrofs the paths of thofe 

infects.-It is flow in its motions; grows to the length 

of eight feet, including its tail, which · is four.-Its fldh 

1s much efie.emed for its delicacy; but it is difficult to 

prrctu.e 
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procure, as the animal avoids mankind, and lives in ob­
fcure retreats, in woods, and marfhy places. 

THE PHATAGIN 

is a variety of this animal, but much lefs, being not more 
than a foot long from head to taii. Its _body is covered 
with fharp-pointed fcales; its throat and belly with hair: 
Its legs are ihort; and each foot has four claws. It 
is remarkable for the great length of its tail, which in 
fome is above a yard long.-It is a native of Guinea, has 
been fometimes called the ScAL Y LIZARD, and may be 
faid to be the connelting link in the chain of Being be':'! 
tween quadrupeds and reptiles. 

THE ARMADILLO 

IS found only in South-America, where there are fe­
veral varieties of them. They are all covered with a 

:fhong cruft or ihell, and are diftinguifhed from each 
other by the number of the flexible bands of which it is 
compofed.~It is a harmlefs, inoffenfive animal; feeds 
on roots, fruits, and other vegetables; grows very fat; 
and is greatly efteemed for the delicacy of its flefh.-­
The Indians hunt it with fmall Dogs, trained for that 
purpofe.-When furprized, it runs to its hole, or at­
tempts to make a new one, which it does with great 
expedition, having ftrong claws on its fore feet, with 
which it adheres fo firmly to the ground, that, if it 
fhould be caught by the tail whilfr making its way into 

th~ 
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the earth, its refiftance is fo great, that it will fometimes 

leave it in the hands of its purfuers: To avoid this, the 

hunter has recourfe to artifice; and, by tickling it with 

a ftick, it gives up its hold, and fuffers itfelf to be taken 

alive. If no other means of efcape be left, it rolls itfelf 

.up within its covering by drawing in its head and legs, 

and bringing its tail round them, as a band to connect 

them more forcibly together: In this fituation it fome­

times efcapes by rolling itfelf over the edge of a preci­

pice, and generally falls to the bottom unhurt. 

The moft fuccefsful method of catching Armadillos is 

by i"nares laid for them by the fides of rivers and places 

where they frequent. They all burrow very deep in the 

ground, and feldom ftir out, except during the night, 

whilft they are in fearch of food. 

To give a minute defcription of the :!hells or coverings 

of the Armadillos would be extremely difficult, as they 

are all compofed of a number of parts,. differing greatly 

from each other in the order and difpofition of the fi­

iures with which they are diftinguifued: But it may be 

neceffary to obferve, that in general there are two large 

pieces that cover the ihould~rs and the rump, between 

which lie the bands, which are more or lefs in number 

in different kinds. Thefe bands are not unlike thof e in 

~he tail of a lobfter; and, being flexible, give way to the. 

motions of the animal.-The firft we ilia.II mention is 

THE TATUAPARA, OR THREE-BANDED 

ARMADILLO. 

Its ihell is about twelve inches long, with three bands 

in the middle : The cruft on the head, back, and rump, 
. . •' 

IS 
. ' 
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is divided into a number of elegant raifed figures, with 
five angles or fides: Its tail is not more than two inches 
long: It has neither cutting nor canine teeth; and has 
five toes on each foot. 

_, 

·~~ ~--'-.:~/~1~,a::a:- + .:.. ~ • - ~ : -~~-~=--~-, ::--

THE TATOU, oR Six-BANDED 

ARM AD ILL 0, 

is about the fize of a young Pig. Between the folds of 
the bands there are a few fcattered hairs : Its tail is long, 
thick at the bafe, and tapers to a point.-It is found in 
Brazil and Guiana. 

THE TATUETTE 
is furniilied with eight Bands: Its ears are long and up-

• right ; eyes fmall and black ; it has four toes on the fore 
feet, and fi,ve on the hind ; its length, from nofe to tail, 
is about ten inches ; the tail nine.-It inhabits Brazil, 
and is reckoned more delicious eating than the others. 
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THE NINE-BANDED ARMADILLO 

has a tenth band, moveable half way up on each fide: 

The iliell on the ilioulders and rump is marked with hex­

angular figures; the breaft and belly are covered with 

long hairs; · its tail is Jong and taper; and the whole ani­
mal three feet in length. 

One of this kind was brought to England a few years 
ago from the Mufquito iliore, and lived fome time. It 

was fed with raw beef and milk, but refufed to eat our 
fruits and grain. 

THE KABASSOU 

is furnifhed with twelve bands; is the largeft of all the 

Armadillos, being alrnoft three feet long from nofe to 
tail: 
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tail : The figures on the :lhoulders are of an oblong 

form; thofe on the rump hexangular. It is feldom 
) 

eaten. 

THE WEASEL-HEADED ARMADILLO, 

fo called from the form of its head, which is flender, 

has eighteen bands from its :lhoulder to its tail : The 

:lhell is marked with fquare figures on the :lhoulders; 

thofe on the legs and thighs are roundi:lh: The body is 

about fifteen inches long; tail five. 

All thefe animals have the power of drawing them­

felves up under their fhells, either for the purpofe of re­

pofe or fafety. They are f urni{hed with flrong lateral 

mufcles, confifting of numberlefs fibres, croffing .each 

other in the form of an X, with which they contrall: 

themfelves fo powerfully, that the ftrongeft man is 

fcarcely able to force them open. The {hells of the 

larger Armadillos are much ftronger than thofe of the 

f mall er kinds: Their fle:lh is like wife harder and more 

unfit for the table. 
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THE WALRUS, OR SEA-HORSE. 

T HERE are feveral animals whofe reGdence is a1-
moft corJl:antly in the water,. and which feem to 

partake greatly of the nature of fillies, that are neverthe­
lefs claffed by naturalifts under the denomination of qua­
drupeds; and being perfectly amphibious, living with 
equal eafe in the water as on land, may be confidered 
as the laft ftep in the fcale of Nature, by which we 
are condµll:ed from one great" divifion of the animal 
world to the other. Of thefe the Waln1,s is the moft 
confiderable for its fize, being fometimes found eighteen 
feet in length, and twelve in circumference at the thick­
eft part: It is likewife remarkable for ~wo large tufks in 
the upper jaw, which fometimes exceed two feet in· 
length, and weigh from three to twenty pounds each. · 

The head of the Walrus is round; its lips very broa1, 
and covered over with thick pellucid briftles; its eyes 
fmall and red; inftead of ears, it has two fmall orifices; 
and above the whi:(kers, femicircu1ar noftrils, through 

which 



... 
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which it throws out water like the whale, but with much 
lefs noife : Its :fkin is thick and wrinkled, and has a thin 
covering of fhort brownifh hair; its legs are iliort; it 
has five toes on each fqot, conneB:ed by membranes, and 
on each toe a fmall nail; the hind feet are very broad, 
and extended nearly on ~ line with the body. 

The W alrus is chiefly found in the northeP11 feas . 
Great herds of them are fometimes feen together on the 
fea fhore, · or fleepirig on an i:iland of ice. When alarm­
ed, they inftantly throw themfelves into the water with 
great precipitation: If wounded, they become bold and 
furious, and unite in t~e defence of each other; will at­
tack a boa~, and endeavour to fink it by firiking their 
great teeth into its fides, at the fame time bellowing in a 
mofl: hideous manner.-It is hunted for its teeth, which 
are equal to thofe of the Elephant for durability and 
whitenefs.-An ordinary Walrus is faid to yield half a­
ton of oil, equal -in goodnefs to that of the whale. 

The female produces one or two young at a time, 
which fhe fuckles upon land . . 

In climbing upon the ice, the W alrus makes ufe of 
its teeth as hooks to fecure its hold, and draw its great 
unwieldy body after it.-It feeds on fea-weeds and 
fhell-fifh, which it is faid to difengage from the rocks to 
which they adhere with its tufks.-- The White Bear 
is its greateft enemy. In the combats between thefe ani­
mals, the Walrus is faid to be generally viB:orious, on 
account of the def perate wounds it inflicts with its teeth • 
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T H E S E A L 

is found, with fame variety, in almoft every quarter of 

the globe: In the northern feas of AGa, Europe, and 

America; as well as the lefs frequented regions towards 
the fouth pole.--Its ufual length is from five to fix 

feet: The body is clofely covered with fhort hair of va­

rious colours, fmooth and iliining; its tongue is forked 

at the end; it has two canine teeth in each jaw, fix cut .. 

ting teeth in the upper, and four in the lower; it has 

five toes on each foot, furni{}_led with ftrong fharp claws, 

which enable it to climb the rocks, on which it frequent­

ly baiks.-It f wims with great ftrength and fwiftnefs, 

is very playful, and fports without fear about £hips and 

boats. It feeds on various kinds of fi{h, and is frequent ... 

Jy feen near. the £bore in p·urfuit of its prey. 

Seals are found in great abundanGe on the coafl:s of' 

Great-Britain; particularly in the deep recefres and ca­

verns in the northern parts of the ifiand, where they re­

fort in the breeding time, and continue till the young 

ones are oid enough to go to fea.-The time for taking 

Seals is in the month ·of October, or the beginning of 

November. The hunters, provided with torches and 

bludgeons,. enter the mouths of the caverns about mid-

. F f n~ht~ 
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night, and row in as far as they can, where they land; 
and, being properly fl:ationed, begin by making a great 
noife, which alarms the Seals, and brings them down 
from all parts of the cavern in a confufed body, making 
frightful {hrieks and cries. In this hazardous employ­
ment, great care is neceffary on the part of the hunters 
to avoid the throng, which preffes down with great im­
petuofity, and bears away every thing that oppofes its 
progrefs; but when the firft crowd is pafl:, they kill great 
numbers of young ones, which generally ftraggle behind, 
by ftriking them on the nofe. 

A young Seal yields above eight gallons of oil.-When 
full grown, their £kins are very valuable, and make a 
beautiful kind of leather, much ufed in making ihoes, 
&c. 

The flefh of the Seal is fometimes eaten ; and that it 
was formerly admitted to the tables of the great, may be 
feen in the bill-of-fare of a fumptuous entertainment 
given by Archbiihop Nevil in the_ reign of Edward the 
Fourth. 

The growth of Seals is fo amazingly rapid, that, after 
nine tides from their birth, they. are as altive as the old 
ones.-The female brings forth her young on the land, 
fits on her hind legs while fhe fuckles them, and as foon 
as they are able carries them to fea, learns them to f wim 
and fearch for food: When they become fatigued? ilie 
places them on her back. The young ones know the 
voice of their mother, and attend to her call.-The voice 
of the Seal has been compared to the hoarfe barking of a 
Dog; when young, it is clearer, and refembles the mew­
ing of a Cat. 

Seals are likewife found in the Mediterranean and Caf­

pian 
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pian feas, in the lake Baikal, and fome of the larger 

Jakes. Thefe are fmaller than the falt-water Seals; but 

fo fat, that they feem almoft ihapelefs. 

• 
THE URSINE SEAL, OR SEA-BEAR, 

is ' much larger than the common Seal, being eight feet 

in length, and weighing eight hundred pouncls.­

Thefe animals are found among the iflands which lie 

between Kamtfchatka and America; alfo on the coafts of 

New Zealand, Staten Iiland, New Georgia, and Falk­

land's Iflands.-They lie in thoufancls on the :lhore, in 

feparate families, each confifting of above an hundred. 

One male will fometimes have fifty females, which -he 

guards with extreme jealoufy. They are exceffively fat 

and indolent, fometimes fcarcely ever moving from the 

place where they lie, for the fpace of three months; 

during which time the females breed and ~uckle their 

Ffl youp~. 

, 

I 
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young. If another approach their ftation, they ar~ 
roufed from their fupinenefs: A battle enfues, which fre­
quently becomes general, and f p.reads confufion through 
the whole fhore. Thef e conflill:s are extremely violent, 
and the wounds they receive very deep, refembling a 
cut with a fabre. 

The attachment of the male to the young is very 
{hong: He defends them with great obftinacy, and fre­
quently revenges their lofs upon the female, whom he 
beats moft cruelly ; whilft fhe crawls to his feet, and 
feem3 to deprecate his _wrath with the moft obfequious 
geftures. 

The female generally brings forth one, feldom t~o, at 
a time.-They f wim with great eafe, at the rate of about 
feven miles in an hour. When wounded, they will feize 
on a boat, carry it along with them, and fometimes fink 
it. They can continue a long time under water. In 
climbing rocks, they faften their fore paws, and draw 
themfelves up. 

Thefe, and all the Seal kind, will live a long time 
after receiving the moft dreadful wounds ; but the moft 
trifling blow on the fnout or forehead inftantly killi 
them. 

The general colour of thefe animals is bl_ack. They 
are covered with a coat of long rough hair, under which 
is a foft down of a bay colour. On the neck of the oli 
ones, the hair is erell:, and a little longer than the reft • 
...-The fat and flefh of the old males are very naufeous; 
but thofe of the females and the young, when roafted, 
are faid to be as good as the fleih of a fucking pig. 

ADDf:N .. 



A D D E N D A. 

T H E A M E R I C A N E L K, 

OF which we here give a faithful portrait from g, 

living one lately brought from the interior parts 

of A~erica, feems to be a different animal from that ge­

nerally defcribed under the name of the Elk or Moofe­

Deer, to which it has very little refemblance. It feems, 

indeed, to beloni to a diftinll: f pecies; and is probably 
the 
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the Elk or Orignal of Canada and the northern parts of 
America.--At the age of five years, its length was 
nine feet from the end of the muzzle to the infertion of · 
the tail, the head and neck being extended in a line with 
the body; its height at the !houlder four feet fix inches, 
length of the head one foot fix inches, breadth over the 
forehead f even inches, length of the fore legs two feet 
five inches, length of the neck two feet fix, its ears nine 
inches, and tail three. Its horns, which it had juft £bed, 
are not palmated, like thofe of the Moofe : They are 
large ; and, when full grown, meafure above fix feet 
from tip to tip... The antlers are round, and pointed at 
the ends : The lowermoft antler forms a curve down­
ward over each eye, to which it appears a defence. Its 
hair was long, of a dark dun colour on the back and 
fides, on the he(ld and legs dark-brown. Its eyes full 
and lively; and below each there is a d<:ep flit, about 
two inches in length, the ufe of which we are unable to 
difcover.--It was a lively, active animal; of great 
ftrength of body and limbs. Its hoofs are much fmaller 
than thofe of the Rein-Deer, the divifion between them 

~ . 
lefs ; and, when the a.nimal is in motion, do not make a 
rattling rroife. It has no mane; but the hair under its 
neck is longer than that of any other part of the body. 

We are told by the owner of this very rare and beau­
tiful animal, that it does not attain its full growth till 
twenty years old, and that it £beds its horns every third 
y€-a·r. 

WILP 
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WILD C AT T L E. 

W E have been favoured, by Marmaduke Tunfiall, 

efq; of Wycliffe, with the following particulars 

relative to the Wild Cattle of this ifiand, which, it has 

been generally fuppofed, were only to be found at Chil­

lingham, in the county of Northumberland:-" They 

are very numerous at Wollaton, in Nottingham{hire, the 

feat of Lord Middleton. The ears and nof es of thefe are 

black. When fat, they weigh from fixty to feventy 

ftone. As foon as the calves are dropped, they are al­

ways taken away, and put to a tame Cow to be brought 

up.-At Gifburne in Craven, Yorkfhir·e, the feat of -­

Lifter, efq; there are fome perfectly white, except the 

inGdes of their ears, which are brown; without horns, 

very {hong-boned, but not high. They have little or no 

fat within; but it is finely interlarded with the flefh. 

They are faid to have been brought originally from 

Whalley Abbey, in Lancafuire, upon its diifolution in 

the 3 3d of Henry VIII. Tradition fays, they were 

drawn to Gifburne by the power of µrnfic.-Befides 

thefe, there are great numbers of Wild Cattle at Lime­

Hall, in Che!hire, the feat of -- Leigh, efq. They 

are all white, and have red ears.-There were formerly 

great numbers of Wild Cattle at ·Chartley, in Stafford­

fhire, the feat of Earl Ferrers; but their numbers · are 

ilOW much reduced, and the breed almoft extinct." 

'.fhGfe are ;,ill the accotJnt$ we have been able to col­
lect 
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Jell: of this expiring breed, which formerly ranged at 
large in the wild and extenfive forefts which overf pre ad 
this kingdom. 

E I N I s. 
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