Dean Sin,

On the evening of the Tth of October last, s you are doubtless aware, a motion,
having for its objeet the election of Professor Goldwin Smith as an honorary life member of the
St. George's Society of Toronto, was brought, befor the Society af its regular monthly meeting.
After some discussion a vote was taken, and the motion was defeated by a majority of two.

The supporters of the motion were dissatisfid with such a result, more especially as they
were and are of opinion that the vote did not accurately represent the views of a majority of
u f the Socicty. It is believed that the defeat of the motion was due partly to the
absence of members who, had they been present, would have given it a cordial support; and
a;misapprehension of the true state of the case on the part of some of thase who voted

The voto and preliminary discussion, moreover, having been reported in the local
nowspapers, have

o formed the topies of extended comment thronghont the Dominion ; and.
T ALL pur UNIVERSAL, VERDICT OF THE PREss

has been that the action of the Society has rather tended to diseredit it than oherwise, The
only noteworthy execption to this verdict is furnished by a local journal whose hostility to Mr.
Smith is matter of common notoriety.

Entertaining these views, and helioving that a great injustice has been done to Mr. Smith
by the misrepresentations of some of thase who spoke against the motion, certain members detor-
ing the matter once more before the Society. At the last monthly meeting, held on
the 2nd inst,, natice was given by Mr. Piddington that at the meeting of the Society to be held on
the third Friday in Jamuary next he would move “that Professor Goldwin Smith be elected an.
honorary member:”

mined to

As the matter will thus caim the Society’s attention at the forbhcoming annual meeting, it is
considered desirable that there should be a full attendance of members, and that all should come
prepared to vote upon the motion aceording to its merits, It is confidently belioved that an
intelligent, appreciation of the facts, and an honest exercise of the franchise, unbiassed by per-
sonal or politieal prejudices, would result in

Tuz Usaxniovs ELEcTioN

of M. Smith by the Society.

M. Smith's qualifientions foe honorary membership are in every respect unexceptionable.
His contributions to the Society’s fands have becn most liberal ; his personal character is of the
highest; and his plage as a scholar and a man of letters s in the very foremost rank among
living Englishwen. His learning is deep and comprehensive, and his power of expression is.
unrivalled among his contemporaries. His services to his couniry as a writer and thinker
have extended over & period of more than thirty years, during which he has also taker
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confidence and respect of all that is brightest and best in the British statesmanship of
His advice on colonial and educational questions is sought after by statesmen of the mast amm
shades of political opinion, and with an eagerness which proves how highly that advice is rated.
His present visit to England has assumed the form of

A Anost CONTINUOUS OVATION.

He has been the courted and honoured guest of reverend prelates, of Cabinet Ministors, of learned
Socicties—in o el Bl
reputation is not a thing of yesterday. Soventeen years ago, Richard Cobden—n stafesmam
whose opinions Englishuen have not yet censed to respeci—said of him : “Iam a great advocate
of eultare of every kind, and T say that, when 1 find men like Professor Goldwin Smith and
Professor Thorold Rogers, who, in addition to profound classical learning, have  vast knowledge
of modern affairs, and who are not only scholars but i s 2 o
Know to have a vast superiority over me, and I bow to them with reverence, Mr. Gladstone
Snhe O TRST s T s BT 2 splendonr of his attainments, and to

the valuo attached by them to his opinions. The lenrned Societcs of his naive land, as well as
those of continental Europe, have been prond to enrol his name on the list of their honorary
mombers, and have felt that i so doing they wero conerring honour upon themselves rather

‘wpon the nominal xecipient. In Canada, the land of his adoption, and in Canada alone, has
an Association composed of his native comntrymen been found unwilling o award o him what
all the rost of the world has been cager to lay at his fect.

The alleged grounds upon which the Society procceded in refusing to clect Mr. Smith an

honorary life member have no foundation in fact. He was rejected for having advocated the
ANNEXATION OF CANADA 70 Tii UNITED STATES,
and because his cherishod doctrines tend to

Ta: Disnu ENT o i ENPIRE,

Tt honours are to be refused o a man by the St. George’s Society in consequence of his political
or religious opinions, that Socicty ceases to b a national one. We boast ourselves citizens of a
couniry wherein any form of honest and.decorous thought is acenrded the fullest freadom of
expression, S0 far as to the abstract question. Bt as simple matter of fact, there is not a
eyl i any of M Smih'e published wumngs o justify such accusations as those referred to,
2o has he any sympathy with such projects as annexation or dismemberment. He has repeat-
edly pointed out what his wide reading and close reflection have led him to regard as the
probable future of our country if certain lines of policy are persisted in; but a no time or place
has he ever either advoeated ammexation or reforred to it as a contingency which he himsclf
would desire to see brought. far from endeavouring to effect a dismemberment of the
Empire, the whole tone of his writings shews how highly he values his glorious inheritance as an
Englishman.

“I An Proup o my CouNTRY,”

said he, in the eourse of & speech made in this city just before his departure for England ; “No
Canadinn, T venture to say, has a stronger interest in England, or loves her more in his heart,
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than T do. Yet 1 will not say that T am going home, because T think a man’s home is where
i lot s cast, where e intends to spend his lfe, where his duties and his interests are.”

FLR.H, the Prince of Wales on a recent, oceasion referred to tho subject of these romarks as
“My otp FRIexp Gorowiy Swrrm”

Such language, from the mouth of the prospective ruler of the British Empire, would seem to
afford sufficient proof that M. Smith and his witings are not regarded as subversive of that
Empire, by those who are most deeply interested in its preservation.

You are respectfally requested to give these matters your earnest consideration, and to
record your vote upon the impending motion according to your honest eonvietions. By its
former vote upon the question the St. George's Society inaugurated a course of action which, if
persisted in, may, by ‘the mere accident of a majority, narrow its title to membership down to
‘members of one church and one political party. But surely we may not unreasonably look for-
ward o better things. Tt is devontly to he hoped that our Socicty may not be further stultified
by the action of a few prejudiced members, and that it may not cover itself with disgrace in the
eyes of the world by a second time refusing to inseribe upon the list of its honoraty and
Bonoured members the name of

Proressor GOLDWIN SMITH,

This cirenlar s the onteome of a meeting of & number of membsm of the St. George's
Society held on the 17¢h of December in eting Ived to take concorted
aotion with o view to reversing & dacision Which s O popularity of the

Society, nor inereased the respect in which it is held by the Canadian public at large.

Signed on bohalf of the meeting,

JAS. E. DAY,
Chairman.

ALFRED PIDDING

[ON,
Seoretary.
Towoxto, December 171l 1851,







	1
	2
	3
	4

