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Speech with which it is suggested His Excellency 
.J'lwuu.. fflJ!!!JJtopen the approaching Session of Parlia­

ment at Ottawa. 

GENTLEMEN,-

In calling you together a.t this time, according to annual 
cnstom, to hold your cl elibenitions on matt ers affecting the interests 
of the community a.t Ja.rge, I will avail myself of the oppol'tunity to 
place before yo u, a.ncl invite yo11r atten tion to the consideration oi 
some matters which appear to rnc of paramount iruporta.11ce, as affect­
ing those in terests ; and in doing so, I think it well to remi nd yo11 1 

first, of t-hc position, character, a.ncl peculiar circnrnstances of your 
country, as atlCcting in some d egree what a.re practicable , or what arc 
j udiciuus objects for you to promote, or to a.i111 at promoting. 

First, then , it is well to bear in mind thn.t the Dominion of Canada, 
a lthough inclu ding a. ter ritory immense in exten t, yet, wit}, 1·eference 
to t hat portion only of this grent t e1Titory which, on account of climate 
or capacity for cultivation, is desirable or suitable for the ha.bitatiou 
of man, it is \'ery limited, and consists, principally, of merely a long 
narrow strip, extending from ocean to ocean, with tho Unir.ecl States 
occupying all between it and the sea•boarcl on th e south, a.ncl limited 
on t he north by frosty and rocky regions, extending away to the arctic. 

The count ry, then, with reference to the settled or settleable parts 
of it, is very limited, and is of an awkward shape to c~eal with in ad­
ministering its affa,irs; it has I.mt one Atlantic port (Halifax) open in 
winter, and that not likely to be much used for central Canadian 
obj ects , because o{ the length of the circuitous route by which it may 
be reached, and the severity of wi11ter weather a.long that ronte, wh ile 
from United States ports (alwa,ys open) the Province is mnch more 
readily and more conveniently reached . . 

Then , of the popn1a.tj on of th is long, na.uow stiip, arnonnti11g to 
about four millions, (including th~ inhabitants of your cities, towns, 
and vi ll ageR), probably -11inc•tentlrn are poor, or of the classes whose 
necessities require t heir da.i ly consta.n t exertion to provide livelihood 
for their hnnsehold R. T here are compara.tively few pers011s of wealth 
in the Ca.naclian community, and they are mostly uf the wholesrtlc 
mercantile classes, 1·esicling in the cities. 

Aga.i 11 , you a.re very deeply in debt, for moneys borrowed in England, 
to ca.n y on your p ublic works--canals~ railroads, &c.; and, J believe, 
t he yearly interest of your presen t h a.b ilities a.mounts to several mi l~ 
lions of dollars. Some of the works for which you have incurred this 
d ebt may ultimately pay the interest of their cost, others wil l not 
such, for instance, as the intercolonial ra ilroad, &.c. 

U nder these circumstances, economy in the admin istration of you r 
public affairs, is, of course, desirable; and retrenchm ent in 1·egard to 
t he expense of conducting those a.frairs, should be sought, and adopted 
where practicable, as there is no doubt you will , in various instances, 
find it to bu; a.nd that, doubtless, also, in so me cases, consistently 
with an improved order of administration. 

Extravagance in the cost of adn1inistering pHb1ic ma.tters, a.swell as 
in private living, has for sorne time past been the order of t he day, 
and, if not checked , must 1·esult in public as well a,s p rivate damage. 

It is for yun, therefore, the deputed guardians of the public welfare, 
to aim, both by your persona,! example, and by the enactment of salu­
tary laws, to that end, to check snch extra.vaga.nce, and to procure 
y<nu· public affairs t o be managed at a cost more proportionate t,o the 
1.:ompara.tive imvortance , wca,lth ancl circum!=ltn,nces of yonr country. 

And to this end, I will venture to snggcst to yon that no means 
within yum· power to adopt, would be likely to have a better effect in 
this direction , by the intlncncc of its exa.1nplo, tha.n your a.bolishing 
yuu r own sessional a.llowancc of a thousand dollars each, which I must 
sa.y I in \·iew of.. the circumstances of the country I as above referred to, 
is extravagant. It was the uuvatriotic and selfish a.ct (1f a preceding 
House. in Uetra.ya,1 of the trust reposed in t,hem by thejr co11stituents, 
to adopt tha,t rate-let it be yours pa.triotiea.lly to aboli sh it, or tn 
reduce it to the li111its of reason. 

If you adopt this first a.ct of retrenchmc11t1 yon ma.y with good grace 
proceed, a.fte1· ascertaining where it is practicabl e, to 1·etre11ch iu regard 
tu the expenditure in all tho Departments ; and a.s to 111y own oft:icc of 
Coveruor-Geuera.l, I promise yon that l will cheerfully relinquish 
either the whole, vr any particular proportion of the very large allow­
a.ncc which yot! ha.ve made to me. 

The next 111a.ttcr of serious importance to which I would j11\·i te your 
attention, as ucedi11g correction , is tho pra.cti1.:e, wh ich has become 
cu1muo11 , of t he hua.ds of the different Departments absenting th em­
selves for co1isiderablc periods a.t a. tilllc, from their offices, a,nd from 
the duties of those offices , to the retarding of t he public bnsiness

1 
&c. 

This shonld be corrected. and i t should be made impern.tive on every 
paid vuLJic ufiicc1·, to be alwn,ys at his post, a.nd giving his attentioi1 
to the duties for which he is pa.id. 

And, lastly, 1 will suggest tu you whcthci· it would 11ot be in the in­
terests of yum· cuu::;titncnts, tha.t you slionld seek-thronah an act of 
the l1nperial Parliament, if necessary- such a chn.nge in Your consti­
tution of gu\·cr11111 eut as would enable you , or \\'onld enable the Gov­
ernor in Council, to appoint persons qualified to the headships of 
Departmen ts, without the necessity of their J1a,vi11g seats in Parlia• 
mon.t; _ t hus affor~li ug to those .heads th~ opportnuity , by giving their 
nnd1ndecl ;ttte11tJ011 to t he duties of then oJlices, to hcco111 0 ef-Hcient in 
the disclia.rgc of thvse duties, bei11g also res pvnsible for such discharcrc. 

But at the same t ime, while this much of a change in your constit'.'n. 
tion_ is cer tainly desirable, if no ~u~-the l" change should Le sought, yet 
I will venture to exp i-ess the opm1011, again referring to the circum­
stances of the conntl"y, that you should, in the inicrests of the people 
whom you represent, seek a more extended change, to the end of con­
solidating yonr ejght Prov incial Governments, c~llowi1w one Governor 
wi th one Executive Council, and one Legislature, t~ attcud to th~ 
d uties of g-overmncnt, and the making of laws for your four millions 
of poor people, thus saying those people t he ex pense of supporting 
s~ven u1111ecess~ry govei:n111e11ts_ and legisla,tnres, a.nd thereby propor· 
t101mtcly redncmg ta.xat10n, wl 11 ch al ready hears heavily on the work• 
ing rmd indnstri o11s classes. 
. ~here could a.lso bu tho less argument a.g;1i nst this change. since, as 
it 1s, each connty, a.nd even ea.ch_ t ownship, has it-.. own municipal gov• 
crnment to look after itr,; loca.l affairs. 

Placing these ohscrvations and suggestions before you, I recommend 
them to your serious considerat ion. 
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