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T If E ~ 

,_ APPR.ENTI-CE . turned MASTER-. = 
-~ 

. 

T BE firfl ·p_arr of this· Hiftory left off with · the 
dreadfol· fudden-death of Williams the idle ~ 

Shoemaker, ,v:ho died in ~ drunken lit at the ·Grey~ 
h~und. It alfo fhewed how · .James Stock, his _) 

-faithful appre~tice, by his honefi and upright be­
haviour, fo .gained •the love and refpea of hii late 
mafte(s -creditors, that·they fei him up in_ bufinefs, 
!hough he wa$ not worth a fhilling of his own, f uc\-1 
H the power of a good- charact.e.r- ! And ~hen we 
l~ft parted from hi~ he had juft got poffeffion of 
hi s mafter's fhop. _ 

This f udden _ profperity wa~ _a time -of trial for 
Ja~es ; who, as he was now -bec,ome a creditable 
tradefman, I £hair hereafter think proper to call 
Mr. James Stock. I fay, this fudden rife in life 
wa.s a time of trial ; for we hardly know: what we 
a re 9urfelv-es till we become our own mafters. 

v ~T~ere is fndee~ always a reafonable hope that a 
good fervant will not make a ba4 ' mafier, and that 
a faithful apprentice wii'l pro-ve an honeff tradef­
man. But the heart of man is deceitful. And forne 
folks feen~ to l;>ehave v·er.y ~ell while they _ ar~ un ­
der fubjecl:ion ;- but no. fooQer .do they get a little 
pow~r than tnei--r heads ari-turped, an~ they grow 
prouder tha~ t~?f~ wh,~ ~re _gentlemen born. They 

, , forget a~_:·'..0fice - that they were _·lately poor :and de- . 
pendent th~mfelvest- f o ~~at . oqe wo_uld think that 
~ith, thei r. poverty .~hey .ha(! "loft their memory too. 
I have known foine . who - fuffere(i moft hard­
'fhips in_ their- . ·early -d'ay s,' the moft hard and 
oppre ffi ve in their turn; [o thar they f~em to for-
~et that fine ~onfiderate reafon which ~o.g _gives 
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to the chiidren ot Ifrael why they fhould be mer­

, tiful to their fervants, '' remembering," faith he, 
'.~ that:thou thyfelf waft g. b.ondman." 
· Young .Mr_. Stock did not fo forget hirnfelf. H~ 

ba~ indeed the only fure guard from falling into 
ibis error.. It was not from any eafinefs in his na­
tural difpofition : for that only juft ferves to make 
folks goo<J-natµr~d when they · are pleafed, ancJ 
Eatient when they hav~ nothing to vex them. 
Jam~s went upon higher ground. He did not give 
w.ay to abt.ifi ve language, becaufe he kn~w it was 
a {ii)!' fJe did nol ufe his apprentic~s ill, becaufe 
he knew ae had himfelf a mafter in _heaven. 

He knew l!~ owed his prefent happy fi_tuaiion to 
Jhe kindnefa of the ~reditors. But . did he grow 
eaf y an.(j .carelefs be.c~ijfe he knew he had f uch 
friends P' No, incked. He worked with double di- _ 
ligence in order to get out of debt, and to lei 
thefe friends fee h~ did not abufe their kindnefs. 
£uch beha¥iour ~s thjs is the greateft enco~rage­
Jne~.t in t~ WGrld to rich re.ople to I.end a littl~ 
money.. 

His· {hoes and boots welfe made in the beft man ... 
ner_, this _got him bufinefs, ·he fet out with a rul~ 
to teH n.o lies and· <iieceive no r.::ufiomers ; this fe­
CYirtd bis b-ufi.nefs/ He had two re~fon~ f@r not 
.prorni.fin.g to fend home goo.ds when he knew he 
fuould not _ be abl~ to ke.ep his word. The 'firft, 
be~au(e he -knew a lie was a fiij; ,the ne_~t, becaufe 
~t \\':lS a foHy. · Tnere is 1)0 credi.t fooner worn out 
than that whicll is gQt by falfe pretences. After .a 
tittle whil¢ no on_e is q~ceiyed by tperp, F~lfe.~ 
p.oo.d is fo foqn fo,un4 out, · that ·1 bel-ieve mo(t 
~J'J.-~lefmeI.1 a,re the poorer fo;r it ill the; lQn,g rqµ_. 
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Deceit is the worft part pf a fhopkeeper s frock irt 
-trade. . . ~ - ~ . , . . -

James was now at the head pf a family. " 111 · · is 
a ferious fituati_on,:' (faia. he ·to himfelf, :on!tl fine 
ium111er's evening", a~ he ftood lea·ning, ovct 'the 

half door of hi fl1op to enjoy a little _fre{h air) Ht 
am now !nailer oJ a family. · My car~s ar.e doubled 
and f o are rny dlities .. I fe.e ihe. higher one gets 
jn life the more one has to anf wer for. Let in 
now call to n1ind the fprrow · I u led to feel when I 
was made o carry work honv~ on a Sunday by an 
ungodly rnafter. 

So what his heart found right to do he refolv.ed 
to do quic_kly; and he fet out at firft as he mear1t · 
to go on. The Sunday was· "truly a day of reft at 
Mr. Stock's. He w_quld not allow a pair of fhoeA 

to be give.n out on that day to oblige the heft cuf­
tomer he had. And what did. l}e lofe by it?- \Vhy 
nothing. For when the people were once ufed to 

it, they liked S~turday night jnfi _as well. But had 
it been othcrwik he would have given up his gaius 
to his conf cicnce. . ... 

Shewing how Mr;. STOCK b_eliaved to his APPR£};TlCES. 

\Vhcn he got- up. in the . world fo far as to have 
apprentices, he thought himfelf as accountabl for 
their behavjour ~- if they had been his childre1i. 
l-Ie ~v.as v~ry kind to them, and had a chea ~ nl mer­
ry way of talking· to them, fo that the lads who had 
f~en too much of [wearing, reprobate rnafi.er ,we 

ery fond of him. Th y were :never afraid · of 
fp ea½ing to him, tht: y. ·rold him all their Jittle uou -
bl s, and confickr~d their rnafl:er as their be 
.riend; f<2r th~y faid .r they wouJd do any thing o 
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g,ootl word and a. ki,nd1 !ook. t, s le r. id not f\ve 
at th.em when they hact bee_n guilty of a fanlt, .they 
did not lie ~to 'nim ·to conceal it, and thereby make 
on~ fault tWOo . But th9\1gh he. was \Cry J,;ind, he 
was very watchful a_lfo, Jor he did not think ne.­
gleEt any p:art of kindn.efs_. H~ brought them -t~ 
1»} ·ycry })Yetty m~thod; ~thich ':as, of _a_ Sunday 
~v~1ng . to .1;vert them fe~ vcs w~ th wntrng out 

, ha1f_ a· doze~ t~~ts ·= of Scrr'ptu'r.e 1,n a pretty ~opy 
9:<:ot wit~. gjJL ~-9~et~ :_.. Yo_~. ·m?y ,_have the fame aF 
;n_r).' of..Jh~ ~~trone~'~) they, do fl?,t coft ab?v c f'ou-r 
P.~~ce, ~?'cf _will 1'+~ ne_arly _a yeai: . .J • • 

\~hen the:boys carn~d lru'n thclf books, ~.1e Jll fl:ly 
cornrriended · him · whofe texts w·ere vrittcn in .the 
fairefi hap,d. , Ana' riow ·iiiy1. boys, fai~'. he, ,r., let 
US' fee ,vhich ·oJ ydu Wlll le;ifn -~our' t~xts befl: in 
the''i::oudie' 'off·rhJ! ':wi~k ;' h'el who~ <loes fhall chufe 
for rjext Sunday."'~ Tlihs.th~ boys foon_ go·t many 
pfal'ms and chapters by : ~e·a.tr, almoft - without 
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kpow•ipg how th~_y-_ c~m~ · by t:hem. He_ taught 
th~1::· h~W to 1;1a~f ~ ·:1-:raEli_~al , ,~1 f~ · of :vhat , they 
le;;rrnt ·; _ ~o_r. f~1<;l ~~.r )4'' _It . will an(wcr . li_ttle pur~ -
pofe to learn , texts rf · ~e do n9t try t6 \1ve up . tb , 
them." One of t'he ~ boys being ·, apt· to _play in hi) 
a~fence, and to run back ·again to his . work whe.~ 
he hef1-rd his mafter's ft~p, he brought him to·a 
fe.nfe;·of his fa1:lt. hy-th{Ja~ 'S_µnday's texts, wh~cJ)' 
hap,pened· to be '6tlYof ~phefians. 1 He ·fl:iewed hi~ 
what·"vvas ·me~~;t By .he~ng -" crbe'&ient to ,._his rnafie-r 
in•firiglcncfs qf ~cart as 11111:o· C~rifl," anq explaf!1~,d · to hi1n with fo' mt'1c:b '-kindn·efs .. whc1-t )t wa·s; · •'·no\ 
to work -,~ith ,cyi•fervice ~s men' pleafer .. ~, but db\ • ✓ .. ., t. t . . . • "· 'ft. • ,,, 

.. rµg _t,h~ -~~p ·of,. ·9~4,/t9tI\ t~e , he,ar~.t ~h~t the)~1· . 
ffi_d.he. ·mJo~!.~~?)~y~r .. / pr get it, ,a, nd lt did, ,;npr9·.so;. 
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. . ,( -6 ) 
wards curing :him of idlenefs . thatt th~· fou,hdeft 
''horfe-whipping would have done. 

,· 

How Mr. Sto:tK got aut of Dtbt.;. 'I 
• j 

Stock's behaviour was vert ~egular_, and he was 
tnuth beloved for his kind and pe~.ceaof e· temper. 
He had alfo a good reputation for !kill i~ , his 

· trade, and his induftry was talked of th,rough the 
whole town; fo that he .had foon.,mote ·wotk iqin 
he co-qtti pollibly do. JI~ p~i.d ,aIJ liis .deahtts ,t~­
the -yery day; · and took . tafe.\b ca.try his-: iniereft 
pioney to the creditots the momerit it .li~c~fri~_, dµe, . 
.ln two_· or three yeats h~ '!a.s. <\~,le t<?. ~egu~ .f9 pay 
~ff a f mall parl of the prinopa.L ~1s reafon for 
being fo ea~er to pai, ¥lo~~Y-a~ footi a} -~t becam~ 
due ·'!as !hl~--. ~e h~d: O? f~r~~d _t. a4ermen, _a~ct 
ef pe~ially his o!d ·._ina~~f, ~'J! 9~ -tp~ _d4Y·:~f pay-: 
:tnent ~~ long as, tpey tould, ·~Y~R· though tner had 
the means ih .. t_heit ·po~et .. · This deceived them, 

. For having money in ' th~if p·ockets they fD±got it 
belonged to t9e .credito_r,. and,not tq thefiifelves; 

· and. fo got to fa~cy they _·were ,rich when they were 
teaTiy poor. · This falfe noti?Q ·1ed thei!t to in­

. ~u!ge in idle e--xpences; wh~re!s, i~ they had paid 
tegtilarly they would have had this one tempta­
tion the lefs. A.young tra~e~m~n, when he is going 

_ ~o fpetid money, lhould at lta.ff a~ himfeJf w~et~r 
i;his money is hjs <?Wn ot his creditor~; ' This little 
_queftion migh~ ~elp to prev.~nt m;uiy a ~ankd1ptc.y, 

- ~ true Chnft~a!1-, ~W,<tYS, ~oes peatttly to wor~; 
to ~~d out wh.~t 1s his _be(ett1tig fin; and when he 

-· has found it, (which he eafily may if. _he looks 
fu~rp) again ft this fi~ he watchei nafro,vly .. Now 
·t ~n~y, it is the fafhion a1non:g f airje•, f oJ ks ( and 
a bad fafhion it is) to fancy that good people hav~ 
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no fin; but this only fhews their ignorance. It js 
not true. '!;hat good man, St. Pau I, knew better• 
And when rhen do not own their fins, it is not be ­
caufe there is no fin in their hearts, but becaufc 
they are not anxious to fearch for it, nor humble 
to confefs it, nor penitent to mourn over it. But 
this was not the cafe with James Stock. " Exa. 
mine yourfelves truly," faid he, " is no bad part 
_of the catechifm. He began to be afraid that his 
defire of living creditably, and without being a 
burthen to any one, , might, under the mafk of ho­
nefty and independence, lead hiru into pride and 
covetoufnefs. He feared that the bias of his heart 
lay that way. So, inftead of being proud of hi~ 
fobriety; inftead of bragging that he ntver fpen t 
his money idly, nor went to the alehoufe; infiead ,, 
of boafting how hard he wor~ed, and how he de­
nied himfelf, he ft.rove in fecret that even thefc 

. good qualities might not grow out of a wrong 
root. The following event was of ufe to him in 
this way. 

One evening, as he was !landing at the door, of 
his fhop, a poor dirty boy without flockings and 
fhoes came up anq afked him for a bit of broken 
victuals" for he had eaten nothing all_ day. In 
fpite of his dirt and rags · he 

I was a very pretty, 
lively-, civil fpoken boy, and Mr. Stock coulq not . 
help thinking he knew fomething of his face. He 
fetched him out a good piece of bread and cheefe, 
and while the boy was devouring it, afked him 
if he had no parents,_ and why he went about in 
that vagabond manner ? " Daddy has been dead 
fome years," faid the boy, "he died in a fit over at 
the Greyhound. Mammy fays, he ufed to live at 
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this :fhop, and then we did no.t '"'ant fa.fr doath·s.· nt1ft· 
viauals neither. Stock was rne-lted .. alnicHt' to: 
tears on finding that this dirty beggar boy \Vas°~ 
Tommy Williams, the {on of bi·s old rnaft'er. · ··He . 
ble:ffed God o_n compa:ring hi~ ·o-,vn happy cona_ition . 
with that of this :rioor deftitute, child, but he ·waf 

. jjot proud at the comparifon, .and whil~ ·he was· -
thankful fqr his ow1) prof peri ty, he pi tied the help.-·: 
lefs boy.-" Wher-e have -you been living oL late?'~ , 
faid he . to him? " for I und.erftQ·od yau ·a.11 ~went~ 

· .home _to . 'your n1other's friends." " -So we , did,~­
_Sir,': fai'1 the ~(?y; " but they are grown tired _- Ef 
maintai1)ing us, becaufe they faid-that Mamn:iy fpen't 

- all the money which {hould have go1te to buy vi~­
tuals for ·us, on fnuff and' ,drams. And · fo they · 
have fcnt us back to _this place, which is _Daddy"' s -. 
pari fh." . . -J .. . · _ • 

." And ~here do you live here?',- faid Mt. Stock 
" 0 Sir, ·we ai-c all put into- the r-arifh poot-houfe.'' ·· 

· ;_:'.' A~d does your motb;~r d.o any, thing to help 
to . maintain you ?" " No Sir~ for Mammy fays · 
fhe was·: n,ot _hr'ought up to w·oi·k · like poor folks_, ~ 
and fue ,WC?uld rather __ ftarvc that1 f pin ot knit j fo 
fhe li~s , a · he.c\ all -the morning, and fend~(us about 
to pick up wh~t we can; a bit of ".iau.als ~r a few-· 
halfpence." . " · And have you. any money 1n · yout 
pocket no.w ?" "Yes, Sir, I have got thre.e half..: 
p~ence which I have',bcg&ed to-day." "~ 1he11, as 

• . 0 . 

you -wer;e fo_ very hungry, how canie you not to 
b\1y a roll a t that baker's aver _the ·wa): ?". " Be­
c:aufe., Sir, I_ was go'in g ·to . lay it ?llt in . tea for_ 
Mamrn}", "for. I n ever lay out a fart~1ng_ for myfelf. 
Indeed M.ammy fays fhe will have. her tea twice 
a-day if we _b~g ?l~ ftafve for,. jt."• 't Can y o_u read 
n11~ b~-y ?" faid Mr. Stoclf, ,.,~ " A . little, Sir, _ and 

- . \ 
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- fay my pra-yets~. tod." " And can . yott fay. your 
latechifm ?" " -'I have almofl f-0rgot it all, Sir, 

· though I remember abou~ honouring my father and 
mother, and _ that makes me frill carry the half­
pence home to Mammy infiead of buying cakes." 
" Who taught you thef~ good things?" '" One Jemmy 
Stock, Sir, who was a pari!h 'prentice to my Daddy. 
He. taught me one quefiion out of the catechifm 
every night, and al ways made tne fay my prayers 
to him:before ·I ·went to bed. He told me I fuould 
go to the wicked place if I did not fear God, fo 
I am fiill afraid , to tell lies like the other boys. 
Poefr Jemmy,- gave me a piece of gingerbread every 
time I learnt well; but I have no friend now; 
Jemmy was good to me, though Mammy did no-
thing but beat him.'' · 

-, Mr. Stock \'-vas too much mov~d to carry on the 
dirc·ourfe, he did not make hi1nfelf known to the 
boy, but took him over to the baker's fhop ~ as 
they walked along he could _not help,. repeating . 
aloud',- a ve.rfe or tw6 of that beaut-if ul hymn, 0 
defervedly the favourjte of all _children, 

' ·• 
' 

Not mote than ·others 1 deferve,. 
Yet God hath give1<1 me mol!e; 

For I have food while others ftarve, 
;or beg from dpor_ to door. 

) 

I 

The little boy looked up in his face, faying;: 
1. t;' Why Sir,, that's the very hymn . which .Jerrn;n5' 

Stock gave me ·a ·pem1y for le_aruing. '' Stock m~de; · _ 
.np anf wer, but put a couple of thr~e-penn-y loaves 
iqto his hand to carry home, and to1d him to ca_ll 
oh- ''him <:Ltain 1-at [ueh a'. ti1ne in the following week. 

,, 
( 



/ 

f 10 ) 

H~w Mr. STOCK. CO?Jtrived to be c!tarita_h!e . without any -
· Expence. . . -

Stock had abundant f ubje8: for meditation that 
!)ight. He· was puzzled what to do with the boy. 
While he was carrying on his trade upott borrowed 
money, he did not_ think it right to give any patt of 
that money to affift the idle, or even to help the 
di ft.reffed. " I muft be j uft," faid he, ." before I am 
generous." - Still he could not bear to fee this fin~ 
boy given up to certain ruin. _He did not think it 
fafe to take him into his lliop in his prefent igno­
rant unprincipled Hate. At _!aft he hit upon this _ 
thought. I w~rk for myfelf twelve hours in the 
day. Why-!hall I not work one hour or two for 
this boy ih the _ evening? It will be but for a year, 
and I fhall then have more right to do wha_t I 
pleate. My mo~ey will then b~ my own, I fhall 
have pa~d my -debts. 

So he began to put his ref olution in praaice 
that very night, flicking to his old notion of not 
putting off till to .. morro:v what fhould be done to­
day; and it. was thought he owed much of his f uc­
cefs in life, as well as his growth.' in goodnefs, to 
this little faying. "I am young and healthy,,' faid 
he, '' one ho_ur's work more will do me no garm; _ 
I will fet ·a fide all I get by -th~fe over hours, and ., 
put the boy to f chool. - I hay e not only no right 
tQ punifh thi s child for the fins of hi s father, but 
I confider that though God hated t11ofe fin s, he has 
inade them be inftruments for my advancement. 

Tommy Willi ams called at the time appointed. 
In the mean tin1e Mr. Stock 's maid had made him 
a tidy little fuit of c loaths ou t_of an ·old coat of 
ner rnafler 's. She had alfo knit him a pair of 



( ti ' 
Jiockh1gs, and Mr. Stock made him fit down i 
th_e fh,;,p, whil,e he himfelf fitted h~m with a pair of 
~ew Qiqes. The maid having wafhed and dreffed 
him; Mr. Stock took him by th~ hand and walked 
along with him to the parifh poot-houfe to find 
,his mother. They found her dreffed iri ragged 
filthy finery, fianding at the <loot, ~her~ {h~ paf­
fed mofi of h.er time, ·qua~telling ~vith half a dozen 
~omen as idle arid dirty as herfelf; when lhe faw 
Tommy fo 11e~t and well-dretf ed, fhe fell a-crying 
for joy, She . faid it put het_ in mind of old times, 
for . Tommy always ufed to be dreffed like a gen• 
tleman. "So much the worfe;" faid Mr., Stock, "if 
.you , h~~ nbt_ ,begun by making · him look li~e a 
gentlem~n, you needed .inot have ended by making 
hi1!} look 1ik~ . a: begg;it·.''i Qh Jetn," faid fhe, (for -
though it was fotu yeaws fince fhe })ad ,feen him, the 
foon Tecolk~ed him) "fine times for _you ! fet ~ 
~eggat on .~orfe~ bc\,ck-you know · the proverb" 
l fhall _beat Tommy well for finding you out, and 
expofing tne to yot1/' 
. Infiead 9f e~tering '1nto ,any. difputf:_ ~ith this 
bad wornan, ot; praifing him{elf at her expence; 
~r putting. her in mind of her paft ill behaviour tq 
him : or teproaching her with the bad ufe fue had 
made of her profpetity, he mildly faid to her9 
'' Mrs. Williams I am forry for yQur misfor,tunes; 

~ I am corµe to relieve you of part of yo1ut b1,urthen, 
~ will take _T~mmy off yotit hands. I ,vii] give 

- him a year's board and fchooling, and, by that 
tiJTle I fhall fee what he is fit for. I will promife 
rtothing, but if the boy turns out well I will never 
forfake hifu. I fhall_ make ,but · o-ne . pargain with 
you, which is, that he IJ1Uft not tome to this place 
to hear all th~s railing and fwearing, nor fhall he 
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,;"-~ep'" corrn,:an y with there ;-pH f~d~ g ~ fdl e .. cbil!dreti·:· 
You are welc1ome, to ·go and ·fee . ritm , wBef( fcl!M. 
p1eafe, but here he·ntuft rrot come."· - · ·, · · · ,· • -'! 

1fhe fooij{h ·woman .burR out ·a cryin_g, faying, 
" !he fhoqld lofe · he-~ poor· dear ·Tqmmy" .for e\-'~r .. 
~;tr. Stock mig-ht give p..--er the mo-ney he ihtende'~ 
to pay at_ thef'fchool; . for n?body cou.lrr-do fo well 
by him a'S his own n1othei: 1-' ~ Th'~ -~~µ.th' was, · ilie 
\v~nted to :g_et ·t\1efe new-cloathi irit6 he.r_~Hitc~il 
wbicJi wou1d ;all have ·l?een 'paw-nl:d a~ ~ the ; drad1 

, .fuop· before · tl1e ,veek wa~- ·9u(. · This · Mr. ~.t6·c~ 
;~ell khew. ·From cryii-iig llie fell -to fc.olding a11d 

... fw'earing. · ·. She told h\m he' v_as ai~ unpatural w;re{c-h,, 
th~t, wanted tcf n-iake: a, 'child . def pife his owh mother 
'be-caufe fhe . was· poor. '- ~he' even ' Went fci~r, as -tq 
fay' fhe -1woµl~ ·ifot --:part from '·him; !he. faid rlli~· 
bated·_ybur gqdly ·P.ehpi-e;11they ;l1id . -no bpwels _of ,. 
tompaffion, but 'tried 'to fe·t men, women, and chil-

, dreri a_gainft their own· fl~fh and l:Hoo'~. · ,-, ··. 
· Mr. Sto·dt now almoft loll hi·s p·atience, · and fbr 

, o~e· n1oment c\ _thougpt came acrofs · him _- t<? ,flr.rp 
_ · the boy,' .carry ba-dt th~- dcia.ths:, . cn1¼:i I ave . hin1 tQ· 

hrs uhpitiful mothe1! . . "Why·, faid:h~;'fhotil.d r ·worl~ . 
over hours, 'and · wraf ' out ,.my ftreng'tH ·for' fhi~. 
wicked ~'oma11 J'' . : But he· foon ) checked : this 

~thought, qf .,re·fleflin.g on .the patien·ce ~nd long~" 
fufferi11g of 0,otl' w-itJ:i. . -r·enellious. ·· fi-11ne~s-. Thi's 
C_!Jred, 1_1is ~·ng'Cr in 1 a ,ni.Omfnt, and :..fi,e )n11_laly., rea:;· 
fun 'd witH her ol) her fol1y and blindnefs in ~op "' 
'p.~ a:f!i:ntr ' the ®od df n. ·er child. ' . . ... - I 

b ' '6 . . . ' . 
'." ·one of t~e ~eighbonrs1 wno ffoqd b)' , f~H.I/ what 
a fine thirig'· it ,V.:~~s· fqr: the_ h-e)y ,~ ~:u,.r- · fo~e · ptopl~ 
wer~ born to Be h:ieky·! · She \\1r-fhed · !vfr: 'Stocle 
wbuld tak~:a 'fan'ey t6. 11.ef ,. child/1 he ' fu~:)llld, h~v·e 
hi~. f oon enouth. Mis. W11lialr1s ·il6,1/ ·brgan T•- 111 ~ 
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frightened left Mr. S_tock fhouJd take the woman 
:a-t.,her ,Nord,· an,q f ul1enly confented to let the boy 
".g'q5, -firbi~' envy, and malice, not from prudence 
:art-d · gratitude; ·and T-ommy _was fent to fchool 
that very night, his mother crying and -roaring, 

. ·inftead of thanking God for fuch a bleffing. 
_ And here I ·cannot forbear telling a very good.:. 

.natu-red. thitig of •will Sirn~fon, one of the work-
- rneh~. > :By ,Jhe:.ibye it .was that very young fello, 

who was -reformed by Stock's good example when 
_he- :wa's :ah appreptice, -and who u fed to fing Pfalm. 
with hitn ~on .. a Sun9ay evening when they gbt out 
of ;the way•of ,vil}iarns's jupketting. \\'ill c-o~ing 
home e'ariy one evening was furprifed to find his 

, mafle:t at .work .. by hirufel f, l<?ng after the ufual 
tjrhe,.· · Me · begged fo heartily to know- the rcafon, 
that ~Stt>ak 6v{'ned the truth. Will was fo firuck 
,v.i.th ~his piece of kindnefa, that he fnatch~d up 
a lafu,. crying out, ~' \Vell maftcr, you lhall · not 
,v:orJc ~by- yourfelf however; we will go fnacks in 

_ n1ain'taining Tommy: it ·{hall 1;1ever be faid that 
WirU _Simpfon was .. idling" about,. _when }1is mailer 

. was .workin}?; for cbarity:•?_ ·This made the hour 
pafs· <;_hearfuily a:ad 'doubled th_e prqfits. 

'.-In i a year or , '"two · Mr. ~toc.k, by Cod's blef­
fin:g:bfi h'is fa bouts, bec·ame quite clear of the world. 
H(t no.w-pa.id off his creditors ·; but he never forgot 

· ll'is obligation to t,hein, and found• many opport4-
_niti"es <0£. ~1hewing kin.dnefs to • them,~ aJ;Jd to• :their 
childre~_:after them_. .He riow cafi about _ for a-pro­
per .:wiife:; antr 1as . was thought a prof per-OU.'> I,T1an, 
and ,. v.e,ry' \Vlell ·lo~ing- frefides, m6fl' ;,?f the fn1aft 
girls of th¢ i)la'ce, with: thei·r tawdry fincr-y,, ufed to 
be ciften · p~rading- hefo:re the- ,fhop, and woulq.­
~yen- go l<!t' · e!h~t~h -in order. t9 •put th~m,-felv~~ }~i: 
l. ~ c~t; :- ~-.:, . ·:.. ~1-'··\... .. tt - -~ ~~---·· .. ,> -

K ./ 
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bis way. _But ~r. Stock wh~n ·h~. w-ent to ;hurch 
had other things in -his hea4, and if .ever he -thought 
about thefe gay damfels at ~ll, it was with-concern -
at feeing them fo improperly trjcked out, fo that . ,· 

-•he very means ther took to pleafe him, made him 
difiike them. · 

There was one Betfy Weft, a young , woman. of 
excellent chara&er and ve,ry ruodefi: 1. appear«J.nce. 
l-{e had feldom · feen her out, as' fhe was employed 

- night and day in waiting on an a-ged widowed mo .. , -
ther w,ho was both . lame and· blind, This · good 
girl was indeed - ahnoft truly ey_es and feet to her 

, helplefs parent, and ._ Mr. Stock ufed to · foe her · 
_Jhrough the litde £afement window lifting ·her up 
and fe.eding her with .a t-endernefs: whieh greatly 
raifed his efteem for her. - He uft,d to tell ·Will 
Simpfon, as they fat at work, tna.t -ruch a: duth 
f ul daughter , could hardly fail t-0 make a faithful 
wife. , He had not, · however-, the heart to-. try to , 
d ·raw her .off from her · care of her fick 'niothef, 
The poor, woman declined · very faft. B.ctf y was 
much employed in reading ,or pray-ing by her -while 
the was awake, · and paffed good part of the night 

1- while fhe flept, in d~ing fome fine works to ren; 
j,n order tQfuppty her fic.k mother with. little -nice:. 
lies whi.ch lheir po.or pittance ' could. no~ afford, 
while {he her(~lf lived on a cruft. . , 

i" Mr. _Sto~k knew that Betf y · woulcl . have; little or 
nothing af5er her mother's dea,th., .;ut fhe had only ~ 
life inco-me. . On the othe•r hand Mr. Thpmpfon, 
the TaQne,, had o~eced him ~001.

1 
:with his daugh~ , 

tet' Naru:y. BiJthe wa-s almofi forry that he had not 
~n this cafe ~n opportunity .of tefifting h~ natural 
pi~s, which rather lay on the fide of loving Jl]Oney: 
i :~ f .or/' faid , h.e, ·"' ruttin& principle and puttjng 

I 
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cc _affeaion o~t of the queft.ion, I fhall do :i more 
'"'pru_dent thing by marrying Betfy \Veft, who will 
" conform to her ftation, and is a religious, hum­
" ble,_ indufirious girl, without a lliilling, than by 
:• hav~ng an idle dreff y fafs, who will neglea my 
' fall}Ily and fill my houfe with company, though 

-- '' lhe fhould have twice the fortune which Nancy · 
'' Thompfon would briog." 

At 1-ength poor old Mrs. Weft was releafed from 
all her f uffering$. At a proper time Mr. Stock pro­
pof':~ marriage to Betfy,- and was accepted. All 
the d1fappointed girls in the town wondered what 
any body could li~e iR f uch a dowdy as that. Had 
the man no·eyes--? They thought Mr. Stock had had 

·--more taftc. Oh-! how did it provoke all the v~in 
idle things to find, that ftayin~ at home, dreffing 

- plainly, ferving God, and nurfing a blind Mother, 
Jhould do .that for Betfy Weft which all tneir . con­
trivances, flaunting, and dancing could not do for 
them. · 

.,. He.was not dif~ppointed _of meeting with a good 
wife 1n Betfy, as indeed thofe who marry on 
right grounds feldom are. But if religious perfons 
will chufe partners for life who have no ·religion, 
do not let th~m complain that tpey are unhap­
py; they might have known tl\at beforehand_ 
Tommy Williams was now taken home to .Stock's 

_ houfe anq bound apprentice·. He., was al war, kind 
and attentive to his mother; and every penny 
which Will Simpfon or his ma{ter gaye him_ for 
learning a ch.apter he would fave to buy a bit of 
tea arn:f fugar for /her. Whe!1 the other boys_ l_a~gh­
ed at him for being fo fooldh a.s to deny h1mfelf 
'-a-k-es and apples t9 give his money 10 her who was 

,. 
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.. fo llad ,a woman, he would anfw.er, ~, it rmay_ be f-9, 
but ·!he is my mother for all that_;,,-._ _ -~ . _ 
· Mr. Stock ·was much_moved at the ch:ange in thts _ 
boy, who tur~ed o_ut_ a' ~ery good youth. He re ..,. 

. folved, as Gon fhould profpe'r hini, that he woµld try · 
to fnatch other helpleJs c'reature~ from fin ~nq. ruin, 
" For," faid he, " it is owing' to God'~ bl_effing o'n 
the inftruaions- of my good _, Mini.fter ·when I was 
a child, that I have -been · fave_d from the. broaq 
,vay of d~ft_ruaion. He ftill _ gave God t~e glory 
of every thing he did aright, and when Will Si1np.,,. 
fon one day ~ai~ t0 him, · •' Mafter, _ I willi I were 

, halr as good as you· afe." "vYilliam," an{wered 
he grayely,, ." l once read in a book, - tpat the 

. De~il i--s ·willing ·enough we fh_ou1d appt ar to do 
g~cid_ aaions _if he can but make us· proud. o_f 
them." 

(But ' we rnuft 'not forget" olJ_'r oth~r old 'fl-C(f_Uc!int­
.an.c:e, Mr, Stock's fello'w_. ··'prentjce. So next month 
you may expect a fqJl account of the many tricks 
and fr?licks of_ idle .Ja~k 1;3~own, being t_he · thir~ . 
part of the Hiftory of th~ Two ShoeJnakers, . 
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