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O the 1ff cf Fune was publg:/hed',.
The Shepherd of Salifbury Plain. Part II.—The

Beggarly Boy, a Parable,—and Wild Robert,
. a Ballad. ey

On the 1/ of ]uly was publﬂzea’

The good Mother’s Legacy—Daniel in the Lions’
Den,—and the Newcaftle Collier, a Ballad..

On the 1t of Augufl, 1795, will be publifhed,

A Sunday Reading. —The Happy W aterman.—
and the Plow-boy’s Dream. a Ballad. '

On the yff qf September,
A Sunday Reading.—The Two Farmers, PartI
—and Dame Andrews, a Ballad.
: On the 1t of Oclober,
A Sunday Reading.—The Two Farmers, Part II
"+ ——and the Honeﬂ Miller, a Ballad.
On the 1/} of Noyember,

A Sunday Reading.—The Hiftory of Sorxowful
Sam, and a Ballad.

Ana other Pieces on a fimilar Plan, on the 1} g’
every Monih.
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- TOM WHITE,
' THE POSTILION, |

S

OM WHITE was one of the belt dri-

vers of a Poft-chaife on the Bath Road.
~—Tom was the fon of an honeft labourer at:
a little village in Wiltfhire : he was an aétive
induftrious boy; and as foon as he was big
enough he left his father, who was burthened
with a numerous family, and went to live
with Farmer Hodges, a fober worthy man in
- the fame village. He drove the waggon all
the week ; and on Sundays though he was
now grown up, the farmer required him to
attend the Sunday {chool, carried on under
the infpeftion of Dr. Shepherd, the worthy
Vicar, and always made him read his Bible,
in the evening after he had ferved his beafts,
and would have turned him out of his fervice
if he had ever gone to the ale-houfe for his
own pleafure, '

A 2 Tom
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Tom by carrying fome waggon-loads of
faggots, to the Bear-innatDevizes, foon made
many acquaintances in the ftable-yard. He
compared his own Carter’s frock, and fhoes
thick fet with nails, with the fmart red jacket
and tight boets. of the poit-boys, and grew a-
fhamed of his own homelydrefs; he was refolv-
ed to drive a chaife, to get money, and to fee
the world. Foolifh fellow! he never confider-
cd, that, thotugh'itis true, a waggoner warks
hard all day, yet he gets a quiet evening,
and undifturbed reft at night. - However as
“there muft be chaife-boys as well as plough-
boys, there was no great harm in the change.
The evil’ company’ to which it expofed him,
wasthe chiefmifchief. He left farmer Hodges
though not without forrow at quitting fo kind
2 malter,” and got himfelf hired at the Black

Redrasw el zs o8 : » |
~ Notwithftanding the temptations to which
- hewas now expofed, Tom’s good education
ftood by him for fome time. At firft he was
frightened to hear the oaths and wicked words
which are too often utiered in a ftable-yard.
Howeversthough he thoughtit swrong, he had
not the couragetoreproveit, and the next ftep
to being ealy at {e¢ing -others fin, is to fin
ourfelves. | By dégrees he began to think 1t
manly, and a mark of {pirit inothers to {wear;
though the force of good habits was o ftrong,
that at firft when he {wore himfelf it was with
do fear
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fear‘and in alow voice. ' But he was fgoy
3arigf1pdig)m of his fheepifhnefs, as they, cal-
fed'it; and though he never became fo. pro-
phaie'dnd blafphemous as fome of hig; com.
panionsy (for he never fivore in cool blood

or'in’ mirth as {o many do,) yet he would too

‘often"ufe a dreadful bad word when: he was

i a-paflion with his horfes. 'An’d_fhc,r’;t;.[
cannot but drop a hint on the grcaﬁ,'fq%l)}';d;s |
well as wickednefs of being in a great rage
with' poor beafts, who, not having the gift of
reafon, cannet be moved like human crea-

-~ tures, with all the wicked words that are faid

to'them ;but who, unhappily, having the gift

of feeling, fufferias much as human creatures
can do, at the cruel and 'unneccﬂ”ary,b‘eating}s\
given them. He had been bred up to think
that drunkennefs was a great fin, for he never
{faw farmer Hodges drunk in his life,. and
where a farmer 1s fober, his men are lefs
likely to drink, or if they do, the mafter cay
reprove them with the better grace. |

Tom was not naturally fond of drink, yet
for the fake of being thoughtmerry company,
and a hearty fellow, he often drank more than
he ought. As he had beeny fedtogoto church
twice on a Sunday while he lived with the
farmer, who {eldom ufed his horfes on that
day “except to carry his wife to church be-
hind him, Tom felt a little uncaly when he
was {ent the very firft Sunday a long journcy

Ag with



g6

with a great family ; for I cannot conceal the
sruth, that too many gentlefolks will travel
when there is no neceflity foriton a Sunday,
and when Monday would an{wer the end juft
as well, Thisis a great griefto all good and
fober people, both rich and poor. How-
ever he kept his thoughts to himfelf, though -
he could not now and then help thinking how .
quictly things were going on at the farmer’s,
whofe waggoner on a Sunday led as eafy a
life as if he had been a gentleman. But he
{oon-loft all thoughts of this kind, and did
not know a Sunday from a Monday. Tom
went on profperoufly, as it is called, for
three of four years, got plenty of money,
but faved not a Shilling. As foon as his
horfes were once in the ftable, whoever
would might fee them fed for Tom.—He
had other fifh to fry.—Fives, cards, cudgel
playing, laying wagers, and keeping loofe
company, each of which he at firft difliked,:
and then praflifed, ran away with all his
money, and all his fpare time ; and though-
he was generally in the way as foon as the
horfes were ready, (becaufe if there wasno
driying there was no pay,) yet he did not
care.whether the carriage was clean or the
horfes looked well, if the harnefs was whole,
or the horfes were fhod. The certainty. that
the gains of to-morrow would make up for
the extravagance of to-day, made him quitg
thoughtlefs and happy, for he was young,

‘ attive,
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attive, and healthy, and never forefaw that
a:rain'y.day might come, when he would
want what he now {quandéred.

One day being a little fluftered withliquor
as he was driving his return chaife through
Brentford, he faw jult before him another
empty carriage, driven by one of his ac-
quaintance:: he whipped up his horfes, re-
.folving' to outltrip the other, and f{wearin
dreadfully that he would be at the Red Lion
tirlt~for a pint—done, cried the other—
a wager.—Both cut and {purred the poor
beafts with the ufual fury, as if their credit
had been reallyat ftake,or their lives had de-
pended on this foolith conteft. Tom’s chaife
had now got up to that of his rival, and they -
drovealong-fide of each other with great fury
and many imprecations. But in a narrow
part, Tom’s chaife being in the middle, with
his antagonift on one fide, and a cart driving
againft him on the other,fthe horfes reared,
the carriages got entangled, Tom roared out
a great oath to the other to ftop, which he
either could not, or would not do, but re-
turned a horrid imprecation that he would
win the wager if he was alive. Tom’s horfes
took fright and he was thrown to the ground
with great violence. As foon as he could be
got from under the wheels, he was taken up
fenifelefs ; his leg was broke in two places,

I Y O and
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and his!bodyt much bruiféd: Some people
whom the noife had:brought together, put
him into the Poft-chaife, in which the wag-
goner kindly affifted, but the other driver
feemed carélefs and indifferent, and drove’
off; obferving with a brutal coolnefs, ¢« am
forry:1. hawve loft my pint; [ fhould have
beat him hellow, had it not: been for this
little acoident!”  Some gentlemen who'came
out of the inn, afterreprimanding this favage,
inquired who he was, wrote to inform his
mafter, and got him difcharged : refelving
that neither they nor any of their friends
would ever employ him, and he was long
out of ‘place. ' | Dt

Tom was taken to one of thofe excellent
hofpitalsiwith which London abounds. His
agonies were dreadful; his leg was fet, and
a high féver came on. As {oon ashe was
left alone to refle& on his condition, his
$rit thought was that he fhould die, and his
horror was inconceivable.—¢¢ Alas !’ faid he
¢« what will become of my poor foul? [ am
cut off in the very commiffion of three great
fins :—I ‘was drunk, I was in a hornble
paffion, and Ihad oathsand blafphemiesin
‘my mouth.”—He tried to pray, buthe could
not, his mind was all diftrattion, and he
thought he was {o very wicked that God
would not forgive him; becaufe, fays he,
s¢ ] have finned againit light and knowledge,
' and
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‘and a {ober cducation, and good examples,
and T deferve nothing but punifhment.”—A¢
length he' grew light-headed, and there was
little'hopes of his life. Whenever he came
to his {enfes for a few minutes, he cried out,
€O ! that my old companions could now {ce
nie, furely they would take warning by my
fad'fate, and repent before it is too latc.”

By the blefling of God on the {kill of the
furgeon, and the care of thé nurfes, he how-
ever grew better in a few days. And here
let me flop to remark, what a mercy it is
that we live in a Chriftian country, where
the poor, when fick, or lame, or wounded,
are taken as much care of as any gentry ; nay
in {fome refpeéts more, becaufe in hofpitals
and infirmaries there are more do&ors and
furgeons to attend, than moit private gentle-
folks can afford to have at their own houfes,
whereas there never was an hofpital in the
whole heathen world. Blefled be, God for
this, among the thoufand other excellent
fruits of the Curistian Rericion !

It was eight wecks before Tom could be
taken out of Bed. This was a happy afllittion ;
for this long ficknefs and folitude gave him
time to refle€t on his paft life. He began
ferioudly to hate thofe darling fins which had
brought hian to the brink of ruin. He could
now pray heartily ; he confeffed and lament-
‘ f\; 5 Cd
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ed his iniquities with many tears, and began
‘to hope that the mercies of God, thrcugh
the merits of a Redeemer, might yet be ex-

tended to him on his fincere repentance. He|

refolved never more to return to the fame
evil courfes, but he did nottruft in his own
ftrength, but prayed that God would give
him grace for the future, as well as pardon
for the paft. He remembered, and he was
humbled at the thought, that he ufed to have
fhort fits of repentance, and to form refolu-

P

tions of amendment, in his wild and thought-
lefs days, and often when he had a bad head-
ache after a drinking bout, or had loft his
money at all-fours, he vowed never to drink
or play again. But as {foon as his head was
well, and his pockets recruited, he forgot
all his refolutions. Andhow fhould it be
otherwife? for he truftedinhis own ftrength,
he never prayed to God to ftrengthen him,
nor ever avolded the next temptation.

The cafe was now different. Tom began
to find that Ais firength was perfedt weaknefs,
and that he could do nothing without the Di-
vine afliftance, for which he prayed heartil
and conftantly. He {ent home for his Bible,
:and Prayer-book, which he had not opened
for two years, and which had been given
him when he left the Sunday School. ‘He
{pent the chief part of his time in reading them
and thus derived great comfort, as well as

great
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great Knowledge. The fudy of the Bible
fille@ his heart with gratitude to God who had
not cut him off in the midf{t of his fins, but
given bim fpace for repentance ; and the ago-
nies he had'lately fuffered with his broken.
legiincreafed his thank fulnefs, that he had
efcaped the more dreadful pain of eternal
mifery. And here let me remark what en-
-couragement this is for rich people to give
away Bibles anid good books, and not to lofe
all hope though for a time they fee little or
no good efféét from it. According to all ap-
pearance, Tom's were never likely to do him
any good, and yet his generous benefactor
who had caft hisbread upon the waters, found
it after many days, for this Bible which had
lain untouched for years, was at laft made
the means of his reformation. God will
work in his own good time.

As foon as he got well, and was difcharged
from the hofpital, Tom began to think he
muft return to get his bread.” At firft he had
fome fcruples about going back to his old
employ : but, fays he, {enfibly enough,
gentlefolks muft travel, tfavellers mufl have
chaifes, and chaifes muft have drivers: ’tis
a very honeft calling, and I don’t know that
goodnefs belongs to one fort of bufinefs more
than another ; and he who can be good in a
ftate of great temptation, provided the cal-
ling be lawful, and the temptations are not

oi
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ofihis osin feeking, and he bediligentim pray-
€Ty /Mmay bp better than another man: for.q\%ght,
Lknow :1 and alinthat belongs to us s to.do

ewy duty inthas- flage Qf lifein which at/’ ;zl%
peafe G@cé,tp c@ll, us. ' Tom had, 1ubb{:d, up
lis catechifm at. the holpital, and:'tis a pity
that people don’t look  at - their catechifm
{ometimes when they aré grownup ; for itis
full as: good for men and women as it i, for.‘
children ; nay better, for though thejanfwers
conta1md ‘in it are intended for children to
repeaty yet the duties enjoined in itare in;
rended for men andwOmen to put in prallice.

Tom now felt grievcd that he was‘qbliged
to drive on Sundays. But People who are
in carneft, and have their hearts ina thing,
can find helps in all cafes. As foon as he
had fet down his company at their ftage, and
had feen his horfes fed, fays Tom, ¢ A man
who takes care of his horfes will generally
think it right to let them reft an hour or two:
at leaft. In every town it is a chance but
therec may be a church open during part of
that time. If the prayers thould be over,
I'll try hard for the Sermon ;. and:if11: dare
not _{‘[dy to the Sermon, it is a’ chance:® but
I may catch the prayers ; it'is worth trying
for, however; and as I ufed to make, no-
thing of making a pufh, for the fake of get-
ting an hour to gamble, I need not grudge
to take a little pains extraordinary to {erve

God,
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Gad. By this watchfulnefs! herfoon ‘got (6
know the hours; of:fervice at all the towns
oh the road heitravelled,and while thehorfes
fed; Tom went td!ichurch; sand’ it became
anfavourite proverb with 'hlm, that! prayers
md provender /H?‘Zdé" noman’ )]ouprney 7

s \ \\

oy At firft his companions wanted ' to latm’h
and make {port of this—but when they faw
that no lad un the road was up fo carly or
worked fo hard as Tom : When they faw no

chaife fo neat, no glafles {o bright, no Rat~
nefs {o tight, no driver fo dxhoant, {o clean,
or {o c1v1l, they found he was no. fubjeét to
make {port at. Tom indeed was very care-

ful
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ful in looking after the linch pins, in never
giving his horfes too much water when they
were hot ; nor, whatever was his hafte, would
he evergallopthem uphill, ftrike them acrofs
the head; or when tired, cut and flafh them
in driving on the ftones, as {oon as he got
into a town, as fome foolith fellows do.
What helped to cure Tom of thefe bad prac-
tices, was that remark he mct with in the

.

Bible, ‘that a good man s ‘menciful to his
beaft. He was much moved on reading the
Prophet Jonah, to obferve what compaflion
the great God of heaven and earth had for
poor beafts: for one of the reafons there
given, why the Almighty was unwilling to
deftroy the great city of Ninevah was, be-
caufe there was mch cattletgn it 1 After
this, Tom never could bear to fee'a wanton

{troke inﬂi&ed.

Tom f{oon grew rich for one in his ftation;
for every gentleman on the road would be
driven by no other lad if careful Tom wasto
be had. Being diligent, hegot a great deal of
money ; being frugal, he, [pent but little ;
and having no vices, he wa/ted none. He
{oon found out that there was fome meaning
in that text which fays, that Godlinefs hath
the promife of the life that now 15, as well as
of that which is to come : for the fame prin-
ciples which make a man fober and honelt,

have al{o a natural tendency to make him
healthy
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healthy and rich; while a drunkard and a
{pendthrift can hardly efcape being fick, and .
a beggar in the end. Vice is the parent of
mifery here as well as hereafter, -

After a few years Tom begged a holiday,
and made a vifit to his native village ; his
good charatter had got thither before him.
He found his father was dead, but during his
long illnefs Tom had fupplied him with
money, and by allowing him a trifle every
week, had had the honeft fatisfattion of
xeeping him from the parith. Farmer Hodges -
was ftill living, but being grown old and in-
firm, he was defirous to retire from bufinefs.
Heretained a great regard for his old fervant,
Tom; and finding he was worth money, and
knowing he knew fomething of ;country biu-
finefs, he offered to let him a finall farm at
an eafy rate, and promifed his afliftance in
the management for the firft year, with the
loan of a {mall fum of money, that he might
fct out with a pretty ftock; Tom thanked
him with tearsin hiseyes, went back and took
a handfome leave of his mafter, who made
him a prefent of a horfe and cart, in acknow-
ledgement of his long and faithful fervices ;
for, fays lic, ¢ I have faved many horfes by
Tom’s care and attention, and I could well
afford to do the fame by every fervant who
did the fame by me ; and fhould be a richer
man at the end of every year by the fame ge-

nerofity,
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nerafity, provided 1 could meet with juit
and faithful fervants who ‘~défé?rved,the fame

i

rewards.!’ f.

Tom was foon fettled In his new farm, and

inclefs than a year had got every thing neat

nd - decént about him. Farmer Hodges'’s
Jong experience and friendly advice, join‘ed
to his own induftry and hard labour, foon
brought the farm to great perfettion. The
regularity, {obriety, pcaceablenefs and piety
“of his daily life, his conftant attendance at
Church twice every Sunday, and his decent
and devout behaviour when there, foon re-
commended him to the notice of Dr. Shep-
herd, who was ftill living, a pattern of zeal,
aftivity,and benevolence to all parifh Priefts.
The Dr. foon began to hold up Tom, o1 as W&
muft now ‘more properly term him, Mr.

Thomas White, to the imitation of the whole

parifh, and the frequent, and condefcending '

converfation of this worthy Clergyman, COTl-
tributed no lefs than his preaching to the 1m-
provement of his new- parifhioner.

Farmer White foon found out that a dairy
could not well be carried 'on without 2 mii-
trefs, and began to think ferioudly of marry-
ing; he prayed to God to direct him in fo
jmportant a bu Gnefs. He knew thata tawdrys
vain, drefly girl, was not likely to make
good cheefe and buttel, and that a worldly

and
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and’ ungodnv woman would maké'a’ fid wife
and miftie (s of & famiily. " He foon hédrd of
a youngiwoman ofexcellent charadcr wHo
had been bred up by the vicar’s, Lm,, and
filb lived iw the famify as upper maid. 'She
was prudent, f'dber,mduﬁvlousandrelmlous.
Her neaty modeft, ahd plain appearance at
church, (forithe was feldom feen’ any where
elfe’ out ‘'of ‘her maftér's'family) was'an ‘ex-
ample to all perfons in her ftation, and'never
failed to recommend her to {’cxanguc, even
‘before they had ‘an oprortunity of knowing
the gooddefls of her charaéter. It was her
chara€lery” however, which recommeénded
her.to farmer White. " He knew’ that favour
o5 decestfuly and beauty is vain, but a' wo-
man that: feareth the Lord, fli¢ [hall’ be
;ﬁmzfed —< aye, and not onlv praifed, but
cholen too, ”fays Farmer White, as he took
dowm his hat from'the pail on which'it hung,
in order to go and wait on Dr. Shepherd,
to'break his mind and afk his confem for
he'thought it would bed very unhandfame
return for all the favours he was receiving
drom his Minifter, to decoy away his faithful
fcrvant from her place without hls COnLLn[

,\

This worthv gentleman, thourrh forry to
lofe fo valuable a member of his htt]e family,
did not fcruple -a moment about parting with
hCI, when he found it would be fo greatly
to her wd\fanta(rc Tom was agrecably fur.

als pnfed
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prifed to hear fhe had faved fifty pounds by
her frugality. ; The Dr. married them him-
{felf, Farmer Hodges being prelent.

Intheafternoon Dr. Shepherd cendefcend-
ed to call on Farmer and Mrs. White, to
give a few words of adviccon the new duties
they had entered into; a common cuftom
with him on thofe occafions. He often took

~an opportunity to drop, in the moft kind and

tender way,a hint on the great indecency of
.making marriages, chriftenings, and-above
‘all funerals, days of riot and excefs, as 1s too
ioften the cafe in country villages. The ex-
pettation that the vicar might poflibly drop
in, in his walks, on thefe feftivities, fome-
times reflrained exceflive drinking, and im-
proper converfation, even among thofe far-
mers who were not seftrained by higher mo-
tives, as farmer and Mrs. White were.

“What the Dr. faid was always in fuch a’
cheerful, good-humoured way, that it was
{ure to .increafe the pleafure of the day, in-
ftead of damping it. Well, farmer, {aid he,
and you my faithful Sarah, any other friend
might recommend peace and agreement
to you on your marriage; but I on the
contrary recommend cares and ftrifes.* The
«company ftared---but Sarah, who knew that
her old mafter wasa facetious gentleman, and

% See Dodd’s Sayings. ‘
always
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always hadfome good meaning behind, fooks
ed ferious., ¢ Cares and ftrifes, Sir, faid
the farmer, what do you mean ?” I mcan,
faid he, for the fitft, that your cares fhall
be who fhall pleafe Gop molft;, and your
firifes, who fhall ferve him beft, and do
your duty motft faithfully. Thus, all your
cares and firifes being employed to the high-
eflt. purpofes,, all petty, cares and worldly
ftrifes - fhall be at an end. Yoirry afdT

¢« Always remember, both of you, that
you * have ftill a better friend than cach
other.”— The ‘company ftared again, and
thought no woman could. have fo good  a
friend as her hufband, ¢ As you have cho-
{en cach other from the beft motives,” con-
tinued the Doé&tor, ¢ you have every red{ons
able ground to hope for happinefs; but as
this world'is a foil, in which troubles and
misfortunes will {pring up ; troubles from.
which you cannot fave one another: then
remember, ’tis the beft wifdom to go to that
friend who is always near, always willing,
and always able, to help you, and that friend
1s Gop.” i »

¢ Sir,” {aid Farmer White, ¢ I humbly
thank you for all your kind inftruétions, of
which T fhall now ftand more in need than
ever, as I fhall have more .duties ito fulfil.

I hope the remembrance of my paft offences
: : will
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will keep l‘ne" humble, and ‘the fenfe of my
femaining fin‘will keep me watchful. 1 fet
et in the wotldy 'Sir, with' whatis called ‘a
good natural’ difpofition, but I'foon found
to my coft that without God’s’grace, that will
carry'a man butalittle way. ‘A good temper
is a good thing, but nothing but the fear of
Gop can enablé one'to bear upagainit temp-
tatioh) evil' company, and evil paffions.
The misfortune of breaking my leg, as I then
thought it, has proved the greateft blefling
of my lif¢é. Tt thewed me'my own weakuefs,
Sir, the'value ofthe’Biblé, and the goodnefs
of Gop. " How many of'fhy brother-drivers
have I feen fince that ‘time, cut off in''the
prime of life by’drinking, or by fome {udden
accident, while I'have not only been fpared,
but ‘blefled and profpered.” O Sir ! it would
be the joy of my heart, if fome of my old
-comrades, good-natured, ' ¢ivil fellows,
(whom I can’t help loving) could fee, as I
have done, the danger of evil courfes before
it is too late. ‘Theough they may not héarken
to’you, Sir, or any othetr' Minifter, they
may believe me, becaufe Thave been one of
them: andI can {peak from experience, of
the great difference there 1s, “even as to
worldly' comforty ‘between a life of {obriety
and a life‘ofin. “T'could tell them, Sir, notas
a thing I'have read in'a book, but as atrith I
feel'in my own heart, that to fear Gop and
keep his commandments, will not only ¢“bring

a man
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a man peace at the laft,” but will make him
happy now. And I will venture tofay; Sir,
that all the ftocks, pillories, prifons, and gib;
bets in the land, though {o''very needful to
keep bad menin 'ord'er,‘yetiw‘ﬂ_l never reftrai
a good man frém committing evil, halff
much as that’fingle text, ¢ heow thall I'do
this great wickednefs, and fin againit God
Dr. Shepherd condefcended :to approye of
what the farmer had faid, kindly fhook him
by the hand, and fook leave.,. - . |

Thomas White had alwaysz'b{cen fond of
finging, but he had for' many years defpifed
that vile trafh‘which'is too often fungin
ftable-yard. One Sunday evening he heard
his miftrefs at the Bear yead fome verfes out
of a fine book called, the, Speétator. ' He
was {o firuck with the picture it.contains of
the great mercies of Gop, of which he had
himfelf partaken fo largely, that he took the.
liberty to afk her for thefe verfes, and the
* being a very good-natured woman, made her
daughter write out for the poftilion the fol-
Lawine e Tt e e e 2o

HYMN
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- HYMN/ ox DIVINE! PROVIDENCE.
WHEN all tl;afyl ,ingrciés,;. O my, Gon, |
My rifing foul furyeysy, , . ;

Tranfported with the view I'mloft, . .
iIn wonder, love, and praife.

(f (Rt

O how fhdll words with equal'warmth =

'"'The gratitude declare, = * |

That-glows within my ravifh’d heart®
But thou car’ft read it there. -

Thy Provinence my life fuftain’d,
- And all my wants redreft, "
When in the filent womb I lay,

- And hung upon the breait. |

To all my weak' complaints and cries,
Thy mercy lent an-ear, |

Erc yetmy feeble thoughts had learat

. To form themf{elves in prayer.

Unnumber'd comforts to my foul
Thy tender care beftow'd,
Before my infant heart conceiv’'d
" From whom thofe comforts flow'd.

When in the flipp’ry path of YouTs
With heedlefs fteps I ran,

Thine arny, unfeen, convey'd me fafe,
And led me up to Man.

Thro’ hidden dangers, toils, and dgaths,
It gently clear’d my way,
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And thro the pleafing fnares of vice,
More to be fear'd than they,

When worn with ficknefs, oft haft Truou
With health renew’d my face;

And when in {ins and {orrow funk
“ Revivid my foul with grace,

- Tay bounteous hand, with worldly bhfs,
Has made my cup run o’er; i
And in a kind and faithful fne:nd

- Has'doubl'd all my {tore.

Ten thoufand thoufand precxous gifts,
My daily thanks employ,
Nor is the leaft a thankful heart

That taftes thofe gifts with joy,

Thro’ ev’ry period of my life
Thy goodnefs I'll purfiue,

And after death, in diftant worlds,
The glorious theme renew.

When nature fails, and day and night
Divide thy works no more,

My ever grateful heart, O Lorp!!
Thy mercy fhall adore.

Thro’ all eTerNITY to Thee

A joyful fong I'll raife, |
For O ETERNITY’s too fhort
To utter all Thy Praife.

END OF THE FIRST PART,
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