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I-Iiflory of Mary Wood, &c. , 

MR. Heartwell, the worthy clergyman of 
a countryparifu, was fitting in the porch 

ofhis little parfonage, when he fa,v a figure 
rather flying than running down a hill near. 
his houfe, the fwiftnefs of whofe motion 
1nade it hard to difcern what fhe w::is, much 
lefs could he guefs who fhe was. She fled -
direaly towards him, and flu~1g he.rfelf at 

his feet alrnoft breathlefs, with difficulty 
Ihe_ proi;iounced the words, "0 fir, fave 
1ne ! for pi tis fake hide me in your houfe
they wil1 be here . in a moment-hide me 
this infiant !-indeed I am innocent!" then 
Without waiting for his anf wer fhe jumped up 
and rufhed by him into tlie houf e, the good 
man, ran after her, and catching her hand 
le_d her up flairs into~his bed-room, and put
tir1g her into a clofet witJ1in it, told her, no 
-one fhould come there to hurt her. Then 
hearing a noife he looked out of his window 

and fa"" feveral men and w01nen running al
mo1l- as fa{l as the yow1g woman had before, 
and his maid Bridget (who ,had feen them 
f ooner from her own window) running to 
n1eet them, and to all<. what was the matter. 
He had forgotten to bid her be filent about 
the _young woman, indeed he did not know 
that fhe had feen her; but the truth is, fhe 
was amufing herfelf in a very idle manner, 
with looking at the road out of her garret 

window, ancl hafii feen with ~reat furprife 
the 
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the' •wild behaviour of the poor girl, ·which 
taifed .. her curiofity. This :fhe now hoped 

, to fa~isfy by flopping . the poife that \Vas 

runrWng by;' inftead of anfwering her quef
tions, they afked if- fhe had feen a girl 
about feventeen, that was running from 

juftice pafs that wayi What in a linen gown 
and green petticoat, faid {he? without a 

bonnet, and her }_lair and her cap flying? 
•'' the fame, the fame, they cried; which way 

' - did :fhe go ?" •' Why, . what do you want 

to do with fier, fays Bridget; for I p1oul<l 

be loth to betray the poor thing to any 

harm." "Why you would not conceal a 

thief, would yoµ ?" ,faid they. "She is a 
thief and has robbed her mafier." ~'-- Nay 

_ if ihe ~e 1a thief, ilie may rob my mafier 

too, fays iridget, for :fhe is gon.e up flairs · 
with him.H' -- Upon this they all turned to-

wards. the houfe, and were coming in when · 

- Mr. Heart,.1,ell rnet them. H·e heard the 

laft words, and was not a little difturbed at 
the . idea of having the girl found in his 

houfe1
; _ for as {he knelt at,his feet he thought 

he knt:w-her face, and had . by degrees re- / 

· colle8:etl- th~t, ~ho' much grown frnce He faw 
her, !he mufr certaiBly be the daught~r of 
Matthew Wood, an honeft labourer, who 
had lived fome years in h.is parifn, and 'diced I 

there tbree or four years befe:re. The long 

illnefs before his death had r~d'tic:ed. his wife 

to fuch poverty,· · th?-t fhe and her child 
would!' have perifhe<tl 'had not the good 

· A 2 , Vicars 

• I 

; 
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Vicar's charity helped out theJcantinefs of 
;he-parifh :r:,elief. Mr. H'eartwell, citer hav
ing buried the poor man, tried to find a 
place for the girl and fame help for· her 
n1other, who being in years, and her health 
1nuch injured by fatigue and,grief, in nurf
ing and lofing her hufband, was quite. una
ble to work. By applying to Lady '"' or
thy, ,, hofc feat was a fr,,.w miles diftant, he 
had the _good fortune to get her into one of 
the alrns-houfes ,yhich that good lady· had 
built and endowed; here fhe was comfort
ably fupported, and her daughter pt_:rn}itted 
m be with her 'till fhe could find· a fervice. 
As by thefe means Goody vVood and her 
daughter were placed at a diftance from 
him, Mr. Heartwell had not fince feen them; 

, but was fatisfied that under Lady Worthy's 
proteflion they' would be taken care of. 

The people who were now ruihing into 
Mr. Hec.\,rtwell's houfe,- flopped on feeing 
him, and on his afking what they wanted 
there, one of the rnoft decent looking men 
flepped forward and puihing the reft a little 
lfack, faid, " I ax pc1rdon _fir for our bould
nefs in coming into your W odhip's houfe, 
but we have got a· warrant here for a young 
perfon that we be tould ran in here." "A 
warrant" faid Mr·. H-, " Why what is 
the matter? Whaf has :fhe clone?" . 
'' Pleafe your vVorfhip fhe's a thief and has 
robbed her mafter's houfe., We have had 
!a_d doin~s at our village:-,--Squire Banks·s 

houfe 
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houfe has been robbed too by his garden~r 
and , ·dairy maid, and they are both gone 
off.- 1 This poor girl, I fuppofe, learnt their 
wicked' ways (for {he would keep com
pany \1iith then1) and the fame night that 
they mad'e off, 'tis thought fhe had let them 
inte> Farmer · Boucher's houfe; and in the 
111ornlrig as fure as can be, he found his 
bureau · broke ope ti and his money .gone." 
"But what proof fs there that this girl was 

1 concerned in the ·robbery, or that fue let in 
the robbers?'' "Why, fir, {he had been tel
Ii!ng a mott of lieis about .. them, and that 
.rpade thein fufpeR'her. So they fearched 
her box and as fu_re as can be, there ·they 
f6-und feal~d up in a ' 'paper, fix filver tea 
fpoons of th'e farmer' ,1 'with an E and a B 
up.9n then1 ·.as his .' are mm:ked with, , She ' 
pertefled they were none of his'n, but 
were given by ._a Jriend to kee.p for her, but 
afkck 'a. 1 day! therfs . no beli~ving a word 
that ·· comes 9ut - oF fre:f ·mouth;, fo nobody 
minded . her; and wlie'n we a~'d her who 
th'is:ftie9d w~s tha\gavethetn t~ her_ to keep, 
!he was· al1 as ·· red -as · fire ' antl ,, would not - • - 1 

·fp~ak. ·, ·so. die far,mer ;left us -to take care 
. qf her iwhilft he wei:it 1to .J ufiice ,Gallways ,· 
f6'f a ~{\f~rrant!-. We h4d fhut her up fafo as '... 
we -th.ought i_n' a chamoer, whilfl; we eat a bit 
of din.tier r a_n_' dran~ l~ little of neighbour 
Boucher's ale, but when h~ came back 'and 
we ~ent thi"iher _to 'take her, 19 and behold· 
fh~ was not to be found,' The window was · 

open, 
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open, and as it was not very high from the 
ground, ·we guefs :fhe let herfe1f _ ·down 
from it. '\f\T e now fet off in purfui~ ·of l:-er, 
all but the farmer who being pretty fat and 
purfy was not for running ·-a race-So he 
ga, c us the warrant, and a boy tell(ng us as 
how fhe took this way, we ran 't~U ·we faw . 
a worn.an running, about half a mile. before 
us, but afterwards we loft fight of her; , and 
plcaie yoµr W oril1ip, your maid tells us as 
how ihe made into this very houfe,"-"lt is 
true," faid Mr. Heartwell, " that Jh~ is i1 . 
my boufe, ancl if you will confent 'to let be.r : 
remain here a day or two, I will be anfwer
able for her appearance when called upon~ 
In the mean time I will endeavour to find out · -
the truth; for it would be a fad thing to ruin 
fuch a young creature, by hurrying her ta 
pri fan before we were f ure of her guilt. 
Fanner Boucher is an, honeft hu~ane marh · 
he knows my charaaer, apd I _dare fay will 
oblige me by flopping, all fm:ther proceed
ings againft Mary Wood, and leaving her 
in my care 'till I can talk to her and bring 
her to declare the truth." '' That's what 
:lhe is not much ufed to, · I · am afraid, £, r/' 
faid the m<l,n, "howfomclever, l will 

0

tell 
neighbour· Buuc;her what your Worfl1ip 
fays, t1nd you'll be pleaf{;d_ to take care 
that fhe does not · get , out of . the . v.rin., 
dow ." '~ Boucher's wife is Jiving, is fhe 
pot ? ( faid ML lieart,\~ell) what does. fhe 
fay of ;he girl? She rnuft linow more of 

- h~r 
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her charaaer than her mafter can." "Yes, 

ye.s ! fhe be living and looking, and a good 

kind of body fhe is, but at prefent ilie is 

from home and knows nothing of all this 

buftle; for fhe went two days ago to vifit 

her father at Stoke. She is expeRed home 

to night, and then your "\Vorfhip may have 

the f pee ch· of her if you like.'; They 

then pulled off their hats and civilly turned 

back to their village. l\1r. Heartwell imme

diately went up to his prifoner, whom he, 

found funk _on the ground in his clofct and 

half dead with terror; for fhe had heard a 

good deal of what had paifed and feared 

every moment that 1v1r. Heartwell wot1ld 

give her up tc be dragged to prifon. She 

knew fhc had been dete&ed in fome falfe 

hoods, that would make againft her; and 

though {he was not guilty of the robbery, 

{he had enough to reproach herfelf with to 

take from her all the comfort and confidence 

of innocence ; · fhe had therefore · nothing 

lefs than the terrors of hanging, or being 

fent to Botany Bay before her eyes. · 

· But we muft go back and tell by what· 

deceit poor Mary was firft brought into 

trouble. 
When firft Lady Worthy took her up, 

{he got her a place at Mrs. Trueby's, a 

widow lady of great piety and worth, wh ___ o 

lived in the neighbouring town. - She had 

a boy about fix years old, her two maids 

w,ere growing old in her fervice; {he took 
this 
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vert me that !he came by the -accident." 
"No, my dear," faid his mother, "I cannot 
forgive her, foo1ifh and carelefs as it was, 
and gri€ved as I- am for my favourite .glafs, 
I could have forgiven her my lofs ; and 
though I fpoke liafiily at firfl, I Jhould foon 
have confidered her awkwardnefs and paffed 
it over, but a girl that can fo readily invent 
a lie, and try to rlraw you into it, I cannot 
poffibly fuffer to ftay a day in my houfe, 
if you learnt to tell lies it would . break my 
heart. The good lady however, fearing 
the girl might get into mifchief, after much 
kind exhortation determined herfelf to car
ry her back to lady \Vorthy, affu 'ring her 
that ihe would not have- parted with the 
girl on account of the accident, had it not 
been for the daring falfehood with which ihe attempted to excufe· it. Lady \Vor
thy equally, {hocked, fent for Goody 
vV ood, and told her what had been her 
daughter's behaviour; adding, that !he had 
put it out of her power to ferve her, for 
fhe could nev~r again venture to recom
mend her. The poor woman was quile 
overcome with grief, and did not dare to at
tempt to excufe Mary's faults, but took her 
home in an agony of farrow, where the girl 
had the mortification to fee that £he had no t .... 
only -ruined herfelf, but made her moth c: r 
completely rniferable. And indeed the poo r 
woman became fo ill, that f11e began tu 
fear that fhe fl1ou ld he the a ufe of hl r 

death ; 

t 
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death; this affeEled her very much, and for 
a time fhe was truly penitent, and refolved 
never agaiq to fpeak falfely ; but fo {lrong 
is cuflom, and fo weak was the principi€ on 
which ilie a&ed, in her mind, that when 
fhe faw 11er n1other recover-, fhe foon re
turned to her. little tricks and falfe excufes. · 
It was no wonder fhe did not reform, for 
Ihe had no fear of offending God. No
body took any notice of her, and the bur
den of maintaining -her fell · heavy on her 
moth~r and kept them both in extreme po
verty. At length a gentlewoman who 
knew the fiory, and was concerned that fo 
young a creat~re fhould be ruined, was 
prevailed upon, as fhe bad no children, to 
fend for her. She a{ked the •girl w'hy fl1e was · 
difmiffed from Mrs. Trueby's, to which fhe 
replied "it was for breaking a pier g1_afo." 

- "And was that th'e only reafon of her turn
ing you✓away fo fuddenly ?" the girl looked 
Jullen, held down her head, and faid, "I 
believe fo." " Go," faid the _ lady, " -you., 
will not do for me. I fee you are not CU1:"ed 
of your vile fault, and I will not take one 
whofe word I can never depend on." So 
home went Mary with a heavy heart, and 
after trying to evade her mother's quefiions, 
was at lafi oblig~d-to c9nfefs what. had paf~ 
fed; this .renewed aU the grief of this poor 
parent, and Mary was ag_ain ·in difgrace, 
and again promifed to fpeak truth for the 
fu~ure, but never be,gged of God_ for ~1is , · 

orace 0 

b 

' \ 

I 
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grace. Mary grew tall and {lrong, and 
vas a well-looking _good humoured girl, 

lively, though kept down by poverty and 
difgrace. At lafl: a farmer's wife, who lived 
about t vo miles from her 'mother's, took 
her as her fervant, and was for fome 
time - ·well pleafed with her. In the fame 
vill~ge lived a gentleman whofe name was 
Banks, he was gone on a t9ur and left his 
gardener and dairy maid to take care of 
the houfc; thefe iervants, who made very 
free ·wiLh their mafrcr's property in every 
way-, ufed to call in Mary when-fhe went 
by on an errand. The gardener gave her 
fruit, and the dairy maid-treated her with 
cream and fon1etimes a fyllabub. Thefe 
calls required excufcs from her for flaying 
on her errands. One clay that they faw her 
paffing by, they told her they were going 
in the evening to the fair, and afked her to 
go with them. She repliecl, {he was fure 
fhe co~ld not get leave to go that evening 
for they were going -to fini{h their great 
w~p1-" pooh! pooh!" faid they, "you 
mufl go--'tis the laft day of the fair, and 
there is a tall woman and a dwarf, and I 
know not what to be feen." Mary's curiofi-

-ry was flrongly tempted, and fhe faid fhe 
would try- what {he could do. So fhe 
went to her miftrefs and told her fhe had a 
n1effage from her mother to let her know 
ihe was very ill, and begged fhe would., if 
pomble, ~et !cave to cqme to her. Mrs~ 
' ., Boucher 

' . ' 

' 
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_ Boucher (her miftrefs) was very good na, 

tured, and faid !he was loth to keep her 
from her mother on fuch an occafion, but 
did not know how to fpare her, they , rere 
fo very buf y. Mary faid, " if fue would 
be kind enough to let her go at five o'clock 
fhe would work very hard 'till then," and 
to this her rnifttefs confented. Before that 
hour Mary ran up to her garret, drefl her
felf in a minute and flew to N1r. Banks's 
time enough to join her friends fcuing out 
for the fair. When they bad been gone 
about an hour, her mother, who unluckily 
had f ome bufinefs that way, called to afi( 

her daughter how fhe did; the miftrefs, 
who herfelf let her in, was arna·zed to fee 
her, and the poor woman was thunder
firuck when -{he heard that the girl had pre
tended fhe was ill and had fent for her
and greatly alarmed to think where {he 
could be gone. She went about the village 
inq_uiring for her and at lafi met a country
man fhe knew, who told her fhe need not 
fear any harm, for he was juft come from 
the fair, where he faw her daughter with a 

man and woman at a booth choofing rib
bons; this did not comfort the n1other, 
who wen~ back to implore the clemency of 

/ Mrs. Boucher towards her imprudent child. 
Moved by her tears, and confidering the 
force of curiofity and vanity. in a girl of 

fcycnteen, {he at laft promiled not to tm n 
her 
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, r a";vc1y if !he made proper fubmiffion 
•~t to tJ y her a little longer. 

As _ ,lary ·w(ls coming home in the even
ing Ule rnet one who told her what a fearch 

er mother had been making for her, th~s 
threw her into a terror that f poilt all the ,. 
1kafore {he had enjoyed at lhe fair. She 

c2.me hmne half dead with fe::ir and fatigue, 
:1. d threw herfelf at the feet of her miftrefs, 
confe:lling her fault an<l making fole1nn pro
n1ifes never to repeat it; after fevere repri
n1ands, her rnifirefs at length forgave her, 
on condition that fhe fhould never again 
hold any acquaintance '-' ith that· gardener 
and dairy maid, of ·whom :fhe told her fhe 
lmd heard a bad charaEler: Mary wept and 
)romifcd every .rhing; and though tbe 

cream and the fruit were ftrong allurements, 
added to the civil things the gardener ufed 
to fay to her, yet for fome time fhe forbore 
!1er yjfits at Mr. Ba11ks's, but by degree.s 
h _ acquaintance was fecrc_tly renewed, 

,, ,d1ich coH. !ifary a falfchood every time 
he \\"as with thefe pcop1e, whofe company 

1-icr mifircfs had f o pofitively forbidden. 
()ne day 11rs. Boucher Kent to pay a vifit 
ff i wo or three <lays at h~r father's, a few 
-iles of[ The farmer could net go \\' iih 

hr'r, for he was bufy felhng his grain and 
e-ictting his rent ready for his landlord; and 
had got the money in the houfc on the fa
turd<1y , hich he n1cant to pay away on the 
_· 'ior~da\·. 

On 
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011 Sunday after church ne \vent ou ; 

charging l\t!ary to ftay at home atid be care
ful of the houre : her two friends from · Ir. 
Banks:s, took tl;c opportunity of her bcin:> 
alone to come and drink tea with l er; the r , , 

had got notice of the farmer's having foid 
·his grain, and as they intended to rob their 
mailer'~ houfe and go -0ff with the fpoil th~ 
next night, the gardener thought he migbt 
as well take the farmer's money w-ith l-1im; 
he remembered l·.e bad once bought {crnr 
dung for his garden of him, 1and faw him 
putthe money in a bureau, in a little parlour. 

\Vhile Mary ,1\-·as getting le.a the gar.dcn
er pufh.ed open tbe parloar door .and foiJ. 
() here is a clever little cool roo~1, let U'.i , 
remove, th~ things in here. -When they 
had got into _that xoom he faw the bureau, 
confi<lered the lock, and then looking out 
at the window he took occafion, unobfcrv
ed BY 1v1ary, to examine the fafienings and 
how he coul,d ea:G{y get io at night. 1Arbilft 
he was thus em-ployed, one -of tho farmer's 
piongbboys paHing by obfervcd tbis man 
looking out at his mailer's window ; 'be 
wondered :at it, becalife he knew the far-
mer w2s not at home. - , 

Mary took care to difiuif.s ber gucfls be~ 
.Jore her maµcr's return; and -nn hi!: a{kiug 
her -if any one had been there fl1c , replied 
nobody'. The _next morning wher1 .Bo:Ltchcr 

. c~_me down into the little room, he faw h1r; / 
bureau · 

' -· 



[ 16 J 
bureau broken open, and the ca:!h that had 
been in .it taken ·away. 

The farmer inquired of a11 his people, 
and the ploughboy mentiGned his having 
feen Mr. Bank.s's gardener looking out of 
the ·window, and faid 11e had heard that the 
t~'O fervants were gone off that morning, 
and had robbed Mr. ~anks's houfe of plate 
and ·whatev.er they could carry off. This, 
compared with what the pl~)l1ghboy had ob
fenred, and with Mary's having denied that 
any body bad been there, fixed their f uf
picion on her as having been concerned in 
the robbery. She was forced to confefs 
that Mr. Banks's fervants vlere with her in 
the afternoon to tea, bu,t ftrongly denied 
knowing any thing of the robbery, how
eyer they opened her box, there they found 
fix new .fitver tea fpoons mark'd with the 
fodl letters of Boucher's name, fealed up in 
a paper. The farmer knew his wife had fix 
new ones from Londoo not long before, and 
c}oubted not thefe were the fame. The 
gid's guilt now appcar'd plain. 

But to return to Mr. Heartwdl, whom 
we left e-ntcring the clofet in which Mary 
was, pS foon as her purfuers were gone. Tho' , 
he by no means knew all that we have re
lated of this u11happy girl, he faw that ap
pearances were fl:rong againft her. Yet he 
i..vas very unwilling to ~ believe the worfl:, 
and immedi'atclv raifed her with kindnefo 
from the groun~. '~ Mary," faid he, "if you 

will 
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·will now be pcrfe&l y fincere with me I will befriend you as much as jufiice ·will permit. I find the chief caufe of your being fo Hrongly fufpeB:ed is, that you have/departed from the truth, this js ah~ays attended with great danger as well as guilt; you have been €nough infiru&ed in religion to know that deceit is hateful to God, that he ha~ denounced dreadful puniiliment for liarseven 'the lake that burncth with brimfione and fire,' that he has commanded every one , to put away lying, and to fpeak the truth to his neighbour from his heart; that lying lips are an abomination to the Lord, but truth i~ his delight. For my part, I pity your youth, and I wifh to fave and ferve you, but unlefs I can hope to cure you of thi~ fault, I muft with a grieved heart give you - up to your wretched fate, for it is impoffible for me to do you any good." Whilfi he fpoke his eyes filled with tears, and poor Mary cried without ceafing. She now tried to fpeak, but her fobs prevented her, at lafl: :fµe faid, '' I fee, I fee that I have undone myfelf, that even you who are fo good will never more believe me, but .give me up to mifery and dc.fpair; I would nqw ~ofi: ~ruly confefs to you every thing, but you will not, you cannot believe me! and I {hall jufl:ly fuffer for what I have not done, becaufe I have n3:ad~ myfelf unworthy of b~lief~ 0 fir, what can I do? I s ii1ere j10 place for repentance ? no good_ . h~a;~ ~ . U.W , 
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chriflian who wiU,try me once again? vViU 

'you not at ~eai't he;-.n- me if you, cannot be

Eeve me, ,-d1ilft I Lell you of all my fins~ 

and the fad dif gxa~es they have brought 

upon me?~ "I ,wiJl hear you," faid the 

good _ol<~ ·man, '-' ~ut if )'OU now d~~eive 

me,· o,,. hide any thing from me, I wul ne

-irer- more cnncern myfelf · about yeu, . bu~ 

m·uft leave you to reap- the bitt~r fruits of 

your b~fenefs of heart." !v'Iary now threw 

herfdf at his feet-kiffed his hands-and 

batI1ed them ;Nith 11er tears. " 0 fir," fhe , 

f.:ii~ ' " God knows I ha-ye 110- wifh to de

ceive or to hide any- thing from you, if I 

do,. I conient that y~u fhall give 1ne up (or 

ev·er~',. She then told what we have befote 

»;elated~ ,I\Th~n fue came . to the article of 

the tea f poon.s, he defi_red her to explain 

- ,vhofe they were,, and how fhe came by 

t.1\ern;. . She told · hini that on t}le funday 

.evening when Mr. Banks's maid and gar

dener drank tea ,,:ith her, the former on 

going a1.1l'ay, took .her afide, and giving her 

a I:ittle. par.eel foaled up, b~gged of her to 

:riit that · in ~1erJJ0x ·and keep it for -ber 'till 

:fire fent for it; -the reafon, of .this fhe would 

.teH her when they met again. She ,1,1ent 

f.ilway without giving Mary time to.:. afk 

anothe"r: · qne-Jlion. · She was confufed when 

_afked a_bout_the fp~ons, becaufe ilie tho~ght 

_ fhe H1ould betray he-r friend, and becaufo 

fh~ was aU1amed to · confefs the intiinacy D1e 

had kept up ,1,1ith . he.r, againft her rnifhefs_ s 
~rders 
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orders and her own promifes. How the 

f poons came to be marked with Boucher's 

letters, E B fhe could not imagine ; fo 

the woman's name who gave them to her 

was Sarah Fillier. 
Nlr. Heart 1ell kept 1'1ary that night, and 

took pains to irnprefs_ on her a deep fenfo 

of her fin. Nexr day they had a vifit fron1 

farmer Boucher, who told them that his wife 
on her return, examined her drawer, and 

found the fpoons fafe as fhe bad left them. 

They were rnarked with the fame l_ettcrs as 

thofo found in Mary's box; apd as the far~ 

mer ~ad fcarce looked a~ them fince they 

came home, he did not obferve that the 
oth~rs were not exaaly like them. As this 

\Vas the only pofitive proof alleged againfl: 
Mary, the farmer now prornifed to give her 
119 farther trouble; though he frill :knew {he 
had eptertained the robbers the day before, 

o·n -t!1is accoµnt he would by no m~ans take . 

her again into his houfe, but paid her the 

_ little wages due_ to her, and difiniffed h~r 
from his fervice. Mr. Heartwell, who Wai 

pl~a~ed to _find her account fo •far true, tried 

to p~rfuade the Bouchers to let her fl:ay' 

with them a little while at lea{l:, as a juftifi

catio~1 of het charaaer; put they were fo 

difgufled with her h~ving· kept up the .ac
quaintance with thefe bad people, in de-- ' 

fiance df their orders and her own promif. 

f s, that they could not think themfel ves fafe 
vith [µch a. fervant in the houfe. And Mr,, 

tieartwen, 
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"'('art\t eH, with· · ~II the compaffion h~~ felt 

for her, ·courd not venture to prefs them nor 
to anF.ver- for her future condtt8:. How
e 'lT he protnifed that if £he ~·e:pt , her pre
fent refolu tions, h(3 would befriend.her as 
much as he could. -He put fame proper 
books intd her harl~s and took her: to her 
mother, whom they found a}mofi difha8ed 
by the news which had reached her, ~f .her ' 
daughter naving beet1 tak<;n up for a r?_b
bery j the poor woman every day g rew 
··worf e after this fhock, and fome weeks af
ter her wretched daughter receiv d her dy
ing forgivencfs,. but could never forgiTe 
he:rfdf for the ·angui.fh fhe had caufed her 
mother, w'l ich fhe ' was perfua<led had haf
tened her ec1.1d. 

·. Poor Mary had another farrow. In ~he 
-si·iHage' . ,vl;~-e 'fhe had' h1 ed \A/Ith fa-n:ner 
.Boucher,\ was. ,..a cre.d-itab-le Baker, his fon 
Thomas w'as bred up to · tHe b-ufin_efa, ind 
wa.s a ve·rf ·_ horreft, fober, agreeable yobrtg 
·, ran'. J·Ie' bad often beftowed kind _looks 
a:nd ·kirid words on I\1ary, but had no't v,en. 
(ured· to tn:al<e her an offer, as he - thpught 
1,is father ,~ cmlcl never con rent to his . rriir. 
i·yi'ng fo poo~ ' a girL ·, ·she~ orf ,her ' fie! ,,_~ 
iked him i,,ve.H cnongh to wiftr. -he ,v<Ynld 

ipeak ·o~It. · A Jiule befon; the unfortunate 
.affair at Bmicher's, the old baker died, hir. . 

. :on fu ccecd~d to his fhop ·and all his.property/ 
1d v.·as we1l efleemcd: '. \Vhilfl poor !v1a~ 

\.' 'N~ Lurfmg her dyrng' tnotl{er,1 this young 
ma11 
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·man - had occafion to caH a.t I\fr. I-I :r -
. well's, who overheard Iiim in talk ·with h. 
maid -Bridget about Mary, aHd lament tb.e 
fad diCgrace that had befallen her, be- added, 
"~ I · am fure it has been a great concern to 
me, for I ,o'\vn I liked the young won an 
ancl now that I .am my own n1aHe-r 'H16• ld 
11ave tried to obtain her for my wife, had 
Jhe prefervecl a better chara8er." Bridget 
put .in a good word for her, and aifurerl 
him that her mailer believed her enti irelv 
im1ocent of the robbery; to this he rcp11-

,, ed, '' ,~1hether fhe hau any knowl edge o!t 
the wicked intentions of thofe vi.Je , fcrvants 

' nobody can kno w, but thus much -has bce-11 
clearly proved, tbast, fhe deni ed the trurh. 
of .their having been with her; .a11d 11aci 
broke her folemn promifes to her miilref:s~ 
by keepi1n:g them company for -fame 1ime., 
therefore . {he is no wife foF 1ne~ · .J couaci 

, Mot be happy unI-e;" I could make a friend 
of my ·wife and depend on: her truth :and 
fai thfuh-1ds. Her pretty face: and good hu
mour would .be· nothing to me, ~vitb()U t 
truth and bonefly . . ~ .Next to a goad con 
fcience the beft thing is a good .chara.8.cr. 
I blefs God1 have never forfeited 111v own .. 
nor will I ever marry a woman that l;as ioft 

1 her)." !\1r. Heartw~ll was much p1cafed 
with the young'baker's way of th1nking, 3nd 
very fony that .Mary had loft fi.ach a hufc.. 
band. · As his cbi ,;J concern •was ·to. ·com.-; 
p_lete the poor )")ung creature'.s reformati-

O ,~ 
1 , 
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en, he thought nothing would make fo 
deep an impreffion on her mind as 'this 
mortifying confequence of her ill behavi ... 
our: he refolved on telling her all that the 
young man had faid. He did fo; and fhe 
took it f o much to heart that fi1e nev(:r af
ter held up her head. Her mother's death 
which 11appened foon after, left her 1;,..ritbout 
.any earthly cmnfort. \A/hat before was 
'liking, was now changed into a fl:rong affec
tion; fhe faw what a happy lot would have 
been her's had fhe been as true and honeft 
as tbe man fhe liked. She loil all her fpirits, 
her minp was always full of bitter rernorfe 
and {harne. She thought {he deferved all 
the mifery fhe felt, and only prayed that God 
would accept her forrov-,1 'for her 'fin. She 
n1ade no complaints; but her looks !hewed 
that health as well as peace of mind had for. 
faken her .. 

Her mother's death -v bliged her to quit 
the alrnfhoufe, and fue then told Mr. Heart
,vell that Ihe was unable to bear the ,difgr.acc 
fhe had brought upon he-rfelf in that neigh
bourhoo-d and was rdolved to go and get 
bread in fame diftant ·country, where fhe 
\Vas pot knov-rn. The good man, . who felt 
like a father for every one of his floc k 
when in diftrefs, tried to f ooth her and to 
perfuade her to flay where fhe was, and to 
look to her heavenly friend, but he could 
not prevail. She could not bear the 

thoughts 
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thoughts of living near Thomas,' ,,,h .111 

fl1e had loft for ever. So the v ic r gave 
her ivhat he could fparc to pay her journc::~ 

· and maintain her 'tiH {he could aet an e.m-
\ b 

ployment; he then gave her a letter to 
clergyman who lived about fifty miles 0f-. 
begging him to get her into Iorne honeft 
fervice. She took leave of him wiLh an al-
1nofi broken heart, and grew fo ili and \\ cak 
,on her journey, that when fhe carried ht!' 
letter to the clergyman h.c told her, fJ1~ ap
peared too ill for fervice. In a fow· day 
f1:-ic grew a little better, told him fbe thoL1gh 

• {he could now get her bread if he woul1 
have the goodneis to rccomm.end he r~ t11a· 
fhe car~d not how low the place or the 
wages· was if fhe cou1d hut be m.1intainecl., 
and would do all in h.er puwer to give fat1s
faaion. H .e foon got her into a {crvi.cc~ -
!1ard labourfoon haftened on a dedi11e 'i\'hi ch 
her farrows had begun, and Hie foon b e
came Io ill that nothing better could .be done 
for her ~han to place her in an hofi)itaL 

Whilfi !he was there a letter from ]Vfr .. 

Heartv,r.ell informed her that her~ vile .k
ducers were taken, tried: and executed. 
The fpoons were claimed by Elizc).beth Hcar
croft, lvlr. Bank.s's hou[ekccper. Sarah 
Fi{her bad found them locked up in 
cupboard after the reft of the Hol en plate 
was packed up. 1 She put them into her 
pocket as fhe was going to farmer Bo ucher'£> 
~n the iunday, but re.colic Eli ng th ~t per-
,· \, 

.l 1~.i ~ 

I 
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hap~ the· marks upon· them ,rnight Iead to \ 
her deteaion, in cafe of misfortune, -fhe 
fuddenl y took it into her ·head as fhe was 
going away to/le.ave then1 _ with Mary, as-

- before. related. Mr. 1:-Ieartwell ·had taken 
the pains to vifit thefe _ peo'ple in prifon 
after their condemnation, - and had got -· " 
from the woman a confirmation of · too· 
poor girl's account. I\1ary ·1anguifhed fe- ' 
veral weeks. in the hofpital_, _and meekly .
applied her whole ·mind to, obtain the for. 
gi venefs -~of God, th rough the merits· of a 
Saviour. 

The good clergyman affifted her in the ( 
great work of repentance, and pointed out 
to he-r the only true g'rounds on which fhc 
could hope to obtain it. 

Thus death, brought on . by grief _and 
fhame at .eighteen years of age, was the 
confequenc~ of bacl cornpan-y, falfe pro-
mifes, and F ALS.E ri ~ cu_sEs.-May all· who ' · 
read this fi_ory, learn to walk in the firai-t 
paths of truth~ The \vay of .duty is the 

. way of fafety. _But "the wicked fleeth 
when no 1pan purfueth, while the righteous 
is bold as a lion." 
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