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Two Wealthy Farmers, &.

T was mehtxoned in thelaﬂt part of thls Hlﬂory,
that the chief reafon which had drawn Mr. Wor-
| thy to vifit his friend juft-at the prefent time, was,
- that Mr. Bragwell had a fmall Eftate to fell by -
auttion. Mr. Worthy, though he did not think he
fhould be a bidder, wifhed to be prefent, as he had
bufinels to fettle with one or two perfons who were.
expetted at the Golden Lion on that day, and he
; had put .off his vifit till he had feen the fale ad-
. vemfed in the County Paper. !

- Mr. Bragwell and Mr:. Worthy fet out early on
the Monday morning on their way. to the Golden
Lion, a {fmall Inn in.a neighbouring market town,
As they had time before them, they had agreed to ride
flowly, that they might converfe on fome ufeful



fubjeét; but here, as ufual, they had two opmxons
about the fame thing. Mr. Bragwell’s notion of an
uleful fubjett was, {omething by which money was
to be got, and a good bargain {truck. . Mr.. Wor-
thy was no lefs a man of bufinefs than his friend.

His {chemes were w1fe, and his calculations juft;

his reputation for integrity and good fenfe made
him the common judgeand umpire in his nelghbourb :
affairs, while no one paid a ‘more exatt uttention
to every tranfattion of his own. But the bufinefs
of gettlng mongy was not w1th hmg \t?fxe ﬁrﬁ, much
lefs was it the whole concern of the day ‘Every
morning when he rofe, he remembered that he had
a Maker to worfhip as well as a family to maintain.
Rehmon, however, never _made him- negle& buﬁ-
nefs9 though it fometimes Ted him ' to poﬁpone it.
He ufed to fay, no man had’ any reafon to expett
God’s blefling through the day who did not afk it
in-the’ mo)nmg ‘But He had inotthedefs fenfe,lf[ii’
rit and attivity when he was. among: ‘men | abmad

becaufe h'° hc.d ﬁrﬂ: ferved. Ged at hame.. /3

As thefe two' Farmers rc,de alongq Mr Woxthy
; took occafion; from the finenefs /of the day, . and
the beauty of the country thrdugh which they'paffed,
to turn the difcourfe to the ‘goodnefs of God and
' our infipite obligations to hxm 'He ‘knew'that the
~tranfition from “thankfgiving 'to'irayer -wéunld ibe
natmal and’ eafy, and he therefore {lid, by dngrees,
into: ‘tha at important fubjéck: and he! obTerved that
fecret Sprayer ‘was a’ ‘duty of univerfal obligation;
which every man hadit inhis’ power 'to fulfil, and
which: he {erioufly: behcvod was the ground: wark
e.;f all rchclous pra&'c aw, ofall devoutaffe@ions,

~
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Mir! E’régwell felt confeious that he.was very negs
ligent and ‘irregilar inv the -performance. of;thas
duty, he confidered’ it as al mére:cérgmony; of at

- benlt 43 a duty which might give way 10 the {lighteft

temptation of drowfiiefs at night, or of bufinefs
ir the morning. As he Knew! he did notdivein the
onficiengious performance of: this praflice; he tried
to ward off the fubjeft, knowing what a home way
his friend had of putting things. At laft he faid,
he certainly thought private prayer a‘good cuftom,
efpécially fof pedple who have time, and that thole
* sho 'were: fick, .or-old; or out of hufinefs, could
Aot ‘do better, but: that, for his' part,- he believed
much of thefe fortof things was notexpetted from
.~ men inatlvedifdicoal ody o0 Dol oo :

My Worihy, 1 fhould think, Mr. Bragwell, ‘that
thofe who are moft ‘expoledto temptation ftand
moft in need of prayer; now there are few methinks
who'are niore’ expofed’ to temptation than men in
bufinefs, for tholemuft be in moft ‘danger; atleaft
from the sworld, Who'have molt todo with it. And
if this be true, ought We not to prepare ourfelves
in the clofet for the vrials of the 'marIlJ('ct, ithe field,
- Bragwell. Formy part; 1 think' example is' the
‘whole of Religion, and if the mafter of a family
is orderly, and regular, and goes to church, he does .
every thing which can be requirediof him, and no
one has a right to gall himitoaccount «for any
i ngmhoite 1970 ooty 1o iy /A0

\

\_Wortﬁy. Give me leave to fay, Mr.,Bragw.e‘i;,
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~that highly ‘as I raté a 'good example, ftill T auft

fet'a good principle aboveit. ' I muf keep good

-

order indeed, for the fake of others; but I muft
_keep a_gdod confcience formy own fake.  To God
¥ owe fecret: piety, I muft therefore! pray to him
‘in private.~To my family I owe a Chriftianiex-
ample, and for that, among other reafons, I muf}
not fail to go to Church. . HG @ o

Bragwell.. You are talking, Mr. Worthy, asif I
were an enemy to Chriftianity.  Sir, I am no Heas
then. Sir, I'belong to the Church. = I always-drink
profperity to the Church. You yourfelf, as ftrick
as you are,”in never miffing it twice a' day, are -
not a warmer friend to the Church than I am,

 Worthy. Thatisto fay, you know its value asan in-
ftitution, but youdo not feem to know that aman may
be very irrcligious under the beft religious; infti-

tutions; and that even the moft excellent of them

are but means of being religious, and are no more
religion itfelf than brick and mortar are prayers
- and thank{givings.- I {hall never think, however
high their profeflion, and even howewver  regular
their attendance, that thofe men truly refpet the
Church, who bring home little of that religion
which is taught ini{ into their own families, or their
own hearts. Excule me; Mr. Bragwell, "

Bragwell. Mr. Worthy, I am perfuaded that re-
ligion is ‘quite a proper thing for the poor; and I
don’t think that the multitude can ever be keptiin
order without it, and I am a bit of a politician you

‘know, . e AR SRID
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- Woriby. Your; opinion is very juft, as far as it
gogs, butit does not go far enough, fince it dogs.not:
~go to the root of the evil, for while you yalue
yourfelf on the foundnefls of this principle asia
politician; /I wifh you .to {ee the reafon of it as
a.Chriftian; depend upon it, if Religion be good
for the community at large, it is equally good for
every family; and what 1is right -for a family is
- equally right for each individual in it;. You have
therefore yourfelf brought the moft unan{werable
argument why you ought to be religious; by afking
how we fhall keep others in order without Religion.
For, believé me, Mr. Bragwell, there is no partis
cular claufe-to except you in the Gofpgl. ~ No ex= -
cepfions in favor of any one clafs of men.  The
fame reftraints which are neceflary for the people at
large are equally heceflary for men of every order,
~ high and low; rich and poor, bond and free,
~ learned and ignotrant. May I afk you, Mr. Brag-
‘well, what is your reafon for goingto Church?

- Bragwell. Sit, 1 am fhocked at your 'queftions
How can I avoid doing a thing {o cuftomary and fo
creditable? Not go to Church, indeed! What do
- you take me for, Mr. Worthy? I am afraid you
fufpett me to be a Papift, or a Heathen, or of
fome religion or other that is not what it fhould bes

‘ W’ortﬁy._lf'/a foreigner were to. hear ‘how; vio-
lently one fet of Chriftians in this country often
fpeak againft another, how earneft would he fuppofe
us all to be in religious matters: and how aftonifhed
to-difcover that. many a man has perhaps little other
proof to’ give of the fincerity of his own religiony

-
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exeept the violence with whichi‘he hates the religion
&f “anothér party: It is not irreligion which fuch
fien hate;lbut'the religion of the man; or ‘the party,
#liometheéy are fet’ againft’)Well, you have told
me why you go to Church’; now pray tell me,’ ‘why
do you confefs there on your bendéd knees every
Sunday, that ‘¢ you have erred ‘and f¥ayed from
God’s ways P” k¢ that there is' no health in you #
£ that'you hav¢' done what' you onght not to_do ?”
& and that y6u'are a mfeYaliie finticr #02( SR
" Brogwell. Becaufe it s in' the “Common Prayer
Book, to be {ure, a book which I have heard you
youxfelf fay .jwa‘s,e jxg;iitg‘a"r’x#by, wife and good men.,

. Werily. But have you no other reafon? . .

,Br@wleo, 1 can't. fay 1 have. e

Worthy. When you repeat that excellent form of
gonfeflion, do you really feel that you area mi-
ferable finner ? - i -

. Bragwell. No, I'can’t fay I'do.  But that is ne
objettion tomy Tepeating it, becaufe it may_ {uit
the cafe'of many who are fo.” 1 fuppofe the’ good
Dottors who drew itup intended that part for wicked
peopl¥ only, fuch as drunkards, ‘and thieves, and
_murderers; for I'imagine they could not well con-
‘grive to make the fame prayer'quite fuit an honeft
man dnd a rogue’; and {o T {uppofe they thought it
{ifer 'to make a good man repeat a prayer which
farted a rogue, than to make a rogue repeat a
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.prayer whic'l?i ﬁnted a gwood man: and’ ybu kimv ?t
is {6 cuftomary for - revery’ body to“repeat theé gel
neral: confeflion, that it ¢an’t hart the credit of 'tHe
_mofth refpe&ab]e “perfons,’ though every ‘onc niuft
vknow they ba ve no particﬁla'r concern e e 1 5

Wor‘%y lfl_)epend upon i, Mr. Bragwel] “thole
good Dtors'y }rou fpeak’ bf, were not quite’ of your
opinion; they' really’ thought that what yoi call
‘honeft men wére grievous finners'in a ceptain fenfe,
and ftood in need of making that humble’ confef?
fion. M. Bragwell do you belleve in the fall of
,Adam? ! ;

I "‘

Bmgwell To be fure I do, and a {ad thm for
Adam it was; why, it is in the Bible, is it not? It
is one of the prettieft chapters in Gerzfis, l)oh ¢
you believe it, M. Worthyi’ ‘

Wortb_y Yes, truly T do But 1 don’t beliéve it
merely becaufe 1 read it in Genefis. ‘I know, iné
deed, that I am bound to believe every part of the
word of God, But I have ftillan addmonai rea(bn :
for behevmw in the fall of ‘the fnﬂ man, o

Bra well Have you, Fmdc:c;dp Now, I dvzm %’
guefs what that can be \

Worthy. Why, my own obfervatlon of what is
within myfelf teaches me to believe it. It 1s not.
only the third chapter of Genefis which convinges .
me of the truth of the fall, bixt allo the firful’ i
¢linations which Iﬁnd in my own heart,’ 'Phizsf im:



one of thofle leadmg truths of Chm’ilam;y of- wlnch
1. can never doubt a, moment, -firft, begaufe it 1§ -
abunidantly expreffed or implied ‘in Serlp,tu,re and -
next, becaufe the confcioufnefs. -of the evilnature
I carry : about w1th me confirms the doétrine beyond
all doubt. Befides; is it not faid in Scrzpture that

one 'man  {in entered into. the Wworld; and -that
8¢ al we, like. fheep, have gone,, aﬁray,w that by
- one man’s difobedience imany were made mners,”
and . fo -agam in twentya mofe places that I coul&
tell you of. .3 ’

Bragwell Well I never thoug'ht of thls.; Buf.
is not this a very melancholy fort of do&rme, Mi;

Worthy? i b )

Wortﬁy It is melancho]y, indeed; 1F we flop'
here. But while we are deploring this fad truth,
let us take comfort from another, that ¢ As m‘

Adam all die; fo in Chrift fhall all be made
alive.” e .

Bragwell. Yes, I reniember I thought thofe very
fine words, when I heard them faid over my poocr .
father’s grave. But as it was in the Burial of the
dead, I did not think of taking it to, myfelf for I
was then young and hearty, and in Tittle danger of .
dying, and I have been fo bufy ever fince, that I

have hardly had time to think of it,

Wartlzy And yet the fervice pronounced at the ,
burial of all who die, isa {olemn admonition to
all who live, It is there faid, as mdced the Scrip-
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ture ! fays alfoy 1 ami‘mep::eﬁirre&’bon and the, Tife,
whofoever ' bklibvethvin meésdhall mever die, -but I -
will ‘raife him tap-at thet2ft day.” Now do| you.
thmk ybu beflwgrm Chmﬁ,;er Bragwel}? 7 r ol
idWw 1l g ¢ % b
2% Bmgwell To be fure I{ dO’ Wh} iy )ﬂou are always
fancyihg me ‘an Athe;ﬁ 2 if- # !
3 )‘_f”"::_} j “’.l‘> t
Wobthy 1 oarder to behé've in Chmff We muf!
bé {ev€ firft lin our Wi guiki dhd our own unwor-
éhm),é‘f's, and’ when we do thls we' fhall fce the ufé
of A S”c).VIOI‘. G

.'\ l?"l -4 < . . ’
ifiroia g ¢!
511 v d J

.\,l,
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,Bmgwdl Wh , alP thls is a’ new’ way of talk’
5 éﬁnf’{)fa ¥, Iever’ meddled ‘with Tach fub-

s before in m  Tife.! But now, what do'you
'advxfe a man to*d upon 'your plan of Rehglon?

Wortby Wl‘y, all this leads me back to the
ground from which e fet oufy I mean the duty. of
prayer; for if 'we believe that we have an evil na-
ture w1thm us, ‘and that we ftand in need of' God’s

race ‘to  help-us,”and al:Saviorsto. redeem us, we
fhall be led of courfe to pray for what we fo much
need

ragwell Wc:ll, i)ut dOnt you tbmk Mr Wor-
thy, that you gyod fo lks who make fo much of
prayer, have lower nouons man{ we ‘of the w1fdom.
of the Almxghty you th nk e’ \Wants to .be in-
formed of the things you tell Kim; whereas; I
take for. granted that'he knows them alreqdy, and
that, being fo good as he i is,, he, will give me every.'
thing he fecs fit to nge me w1thout my afkmg 1t. y
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W oniby. :Gody indded,s Swhos kﬁmg@uau (qhmgg, 4
A In*owvs wﬁat we waﬁt Tbefwawvé\aa{k himg;-buf {1}
has he not faid, that €-with: prayer and fupplica-
txon we'muft make k{nqi\(mour meqmﬁ& untQ bim.
Prayer is the way in which God hath faid that his
 fanorir muft. be fought( It 15, the(pha:nnel thmggh
which he hath declared it is_ his fp&eygxgp‘ ygl and
pleafure that his ble{ﬁngs fhould be conveyed to
us: What afeendsip in prayer, defegnds again |
in blefngs. - At is like the yain whichjuft: QW %}h
in

and whichhad thesp drawn np fragy the ground,
vapours to the clouds before it defcended from them.

. to the earth in that refrefhing Ihowerq Befi €S,
prayer, has.a good effet onoyr. owm indg; it te ds
1o excite a right difpofition toy p{ ,m) ys.
abevell, it is the way, to get th goo ings '§\[
want, 6 Afl fays -the. ngptﬂg;g, ‘¢ and ye fhall

receive.’

‘in { X7 ,,\:\
Bmgweil Nm\z that is- tbss ve,:;y thm,g }\wh;,ch
IIW&S going to deny. For the &ruh igs men dor}t
always iget what they atk 5 I.believe if I conld:ges
a 'gqod ‘crop: for afkmg At I rthJIld p;ay{ oftenex
Elmnl aosvr 1wl 1 ) his A
: b
Wori/;y Sometimes, Mr. VVorthy en. $E afk
and ; receive not, becaufe they afk armifs.” " “They Ta{k '
Worldly bleffmos perhaps when' they/* ﬂlddi‘d afk
1r1§ga1 ones. Now the latter, which' dré th g
things [ fpoke of, are always granted to thoF who
%;'ra y to, God for them, thou R the foriney ate it
% }}lxave ;‘)bfe}:; ?d in thp Ifafe o {ro;ne wmldly thfng,s'
ave fought fo t the grant of my prayer. pl
‘ have cau{'egd the}’ml e%r'y‘of'%ny hfe, F P }’ i B
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" Bragwell.' And- yet you eontmue to pray M
Ifﬁp?o{’e g GRS | |
Wartky 1 Cexfta‘mly', but ‘thenI try’ to iend as
1o the obje& of myprayers. T pray for God’s blef.
fing: and favor, %Hﬁth is better than HENST 1

Bmgwell ont; f.,f;s:m very ecarncft Qn this
'ﬁlbje&-« §) L A APL e LA i ‘

&t FARQETNIN
$HOEE 8 b KRS %

Wortlzy To cut the matter fhort, I afk then °
; gwhe;henp er 1s not pofitively, commanded in ‘the
Gof el Vhen this is the cafe, we can never dif-
puie about the neceﬂity ot the duty of a thing, .ds
we may when there st no. {uch command Here
LX chm Tet me J\)lﬁi a‘dd ?hp, that a mans prayex(s
may be ‘turned to 1o, fmall ufein the way of dil-
cOvermg 0 hlm whatever is amifs in }us life,,

2

Bmgwell HGW fo, Mr. Worthyi’ -

Worftby Why fuppofe rohw; you Were t6 fry
*yourfelf by turning into the fhape of a‘prayer ‘every
praftice in which'you allow yourfelf. For inftance,
letsthe prayer in the morniinig be afort of prepard.
tion for ‘the 'deeds of / the “day; and the ‘prayer 4t
nighta {ort of ‘obfervation: oft' thofe'deeds, Yo,
Mr. Bragwell, ‘I'fufpe& ‘are a little inclided tb
‘covetoulnéls, excufe me, Siri NGW fuppofe after
you ‘have been during a‘whole day alittle'too edger
tolget’rich; fippole, I fay, you ‘were to try how i
fwould’ founid to' beg of God’at night on'your knees,

el !gIVQ iydu fill smore ' mioncy thotigh 'ydu have

’
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already {o much: that you know not What to do
with it. Suppofe you were to pray in theimorn-
ing, O Lord give me more riches, though thofe I
have are a fnare and'a teimptation; t0 me ; andafk
him in the fame {olemn manner to blefs- all the
gralping means, you intend to make ufe of in the
day, to add to your fubftance?

. Bragwell.  Mr. Worthy, I have no patiénce
~ with you for thinking I could be fo wicked,
Worthy. Hear me out, Mr. Bragwell, you turned
your good nephew, Tom Broad, out of doors you
know ; you owned to me it'was an att of injuftice.
‘Now fuppofe on the'morning of your doing fo you
had begged of God in a folemn aff of prayer, to prof-
per the deed of cruelty and oppreflion, “which yoir
intended to commit.” ‘I fee you are fhocked at the
thought of {uch a prayer. = Well, then, would not
prayer have kept you from’ committing that wicked
attion? In fhort, what alife muft that be, no 4&
of which you dare beg God to profper and blefs.
Jf once you can bring yourfelf:to believe that it
is your bounden duty to pray for God’s bleffing on
your day’s-work, you will certainly grow careful
about pafling fuch a day as you may fafely afk his
blefling upon. The remark may be carried to
_ dports, diverfions, company. A man, who ance
takes up the ferious ufe of prayer, will foon find
himfelf obliged to abftain from fuch diverfions,
occupations, and focieties, as he cannot reafonably
defire that God: will blefs to him; ‘and thus he! will
fec himfelf .compelled to leave off gither, the prac-



tice or the prayer. Now, Mr. Bragwell, I need not
alk you which of the two he that is a real Chriftian
WHLglve WP gl 0 dosnee b Mg

Mr. Bragwell b.cgan to feel that he had not the
beft of the argument, and was afraid he was mak-
ing no great figure in the eyes of his friend. Lucki-
ly, however, he was relieved from the difficulty
into which the neceffity of making {ome an{wer muft
have brought him, by finding they were come to the
end of their little journey: and he never beheld
-the Bunch of Grapes, which decorated the Sign of
the Golden Lion, with more real fatisfaétion.

+ X refer my readers for the tranfaions at the’
Golden Lion, and for the fad Adventures which
afterwards befel Mr. Bragwell’s family, to the Fifth
Part of the Hiftory of the Two Wealthy Farmers,

i f TP D)

THE END.
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