


“Do not, unthinking Youth, too foon
engage, ‘
In all the giddy vices of the age!
For he that enters on that beaten track,
Goes on without a thought of coming

\ back.
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-

I{ITTY CourTLY, and her brother
: Billy, were the only children
of Sir William Courtly. She wes of a
moft amiable difpofition ; her mien
was graceful, her manners gentle;
and the beauty of her perfon was only
to be outthone by the jultnefs of her
ideas, and the brilliancy of her wit.
Maller Billy, however, had net the
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happinefs to be held in fo much
efteem by the young ladies and gen-
tlemen with whom he aflociated ; he
was fo ill.tembered, that he had al-
ways- a pleafure in mortifying his
ichool-fellows ; and had fo little of
the feelings of humanity, that he was
frequently guilty of fuch atts of cru-
clty, as fhocked the reft of his compa-
nions ; yet he did not want fenfe, fos
fie conld generally conftrue his leffon,
or finith bis theme, before any other
boy in the clafs, but never affifted any
of them, in hopes of having the
pleafure of feeing them whipped all
jound. Such are the faint ocutlines
of the character of the brother and
fiter, who are the fubjet of this
volume, and the heightening and co-
louring
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louring will be fufficiently difplayed
by and by,

Unfortunately for this young pair,
they loft their papa and mamma at a
very early period. ' Sir William being
feized with a fcarlet fever, the phyfi-
cians all gave him over for loft ; and
his lady, that no duty or obligation
might be wanting on her part, would
fuffer no nurfe to attend upon him
but herfelf. She unhappily forgot the
delicacy of her conftitution, fo that at
length, with long watchings and fa-
tigue, fhe found herfelf -¥ery much
indifpofed ; but what' added to the
diftrefs of this once happy family, the
foon after caught the feverifh infec-
tion, which carried off both her and
her {poufe in lefs than half an hour
ef each other,

A 4 Sir
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- Sir William, by his will, had ap-
pointed Colonel Scar and Admiral
Broadfide t6 be his executors, and
joint guardians to his young chil-
dren. But upon the breaking out of
the laft war, thefe two gallant officers,

were
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were obliged to attend the calls of
their country, and fight for its liber-
ties; and Mils Kitry and Malten Billy
were each of them fent to different
boarding-fchools, under the care éf
othier preceptors.

At this time Mifs Kitty was about
twelve, and Malter Billy in the eighth
year of his age. Upsn their taking
leave of each o:her when they were
fent to fcheol, Mifs Kirty {aid to him ;
¢« Now, my dear brother, for the firlt
time we are going to be feparated 3
we are but young, yet we have al-
ready witnefled the greateft misfor-
tape that could have befallen us,
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¢ mamma; aud though I cannot men-

e thon thcnr names without thedding
¢¢ tears, yet LhopeI thall never forget,

A i ohiag

in the death of our dear papa and.



that HE, who in his divine plea-
fure gave us all life and being,
has an ablolute right, whenever
he pleafes, to take them back again.
¢ Nay, fo fhort-fighted are we, my
$idear
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dear little precious boy, that many
things, which, for the prefent mos
ment we think the greateft calami=
ties that could poflibly haveattended
us, by the hidden ‘operations of
divine providence, turn out to be
the greateft bleflings. However,
am confident, that an all-wife God
would create us for no other pur-
pofe but to be bappy, and we have
nothing elfe to do to make ourfelves
completely fo, but to be wirius
ous.”

Billy burft out a crying; and could

only fay, ¢ Farewell, my dear fifter;

(43

1

I thall fee you again in the Whitfun-

tide vacation.”” But he no fooner

faw his little galloway waiting for him
in the court-yard, than he dried up
his tears, mounted, clapped to his

Ao {purs,
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{purs, and fet off a galloping as merty
a5 a Greek.
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Mifs Kitiy went a few days after
to another {ehool, along with Mifs
Polly Star, and Mils Nancy Broadfide

‘ where
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where fhe foon became the admiration
and delight of every one that knew
her. But Mafter Billy, as we hava
obferved before, was quite of arcother
caft; there was not a boy in the
{chool for whom he had mot a nicka
pame; and he took a pleafure in fet-
ting his fchool-fellows together by the
ears. But this was nat all, rather
than not gratify his inclination for
mifchief, heé would ftick at nothing:
he once threw an ink-bottle into Ma-
fter Wathin's bofom, and ftained his
fhirt fo abominably, that the poor
wafherwoman was never able to getit
our. A thoufand other {uch tricks he
daily pra&ifed, which, for the fake of
his reputation, I will not mention;
but one among the reft muft not pafs
unnoticed.

A 7 It
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It was cuftomary on a play-day,
ohen the young gentlemen went a
bird’s nefting, out of a frolick to change
their coats. And once Mafter Billy and
Dicky Rook/by having made an exchange
for the afternoon; they went to amufe
themfelves in the fields as ufual. Bur
upon their return home, in che even-
ing, coming by an honeft farmer’s
garden, Billy clambered over the
hedge, and pulled up about two hun-
dren cabbage-plants that the poor far-
mer had induftricufly put in the ground
for his future fubfiftence. Dicky Rookfby
finding he ftaid longér in the garden
than he expe@ed, looked over the
hedge, and feeing what he was about,
ealled to him, and afked him if he
was not afhamed, to injure the

poor man of the houfe, merely for
: the
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the fake of doing mifchief? ¢ If it
« was an orchard, added he, and in
“ the fruit feafon, I do not know whe-
 ther T might not be as forward as
you ; but where is the ufe of de-
« ftroying thele things, fince you can-
¢ ot eat them when you have done ?
¢ Fie, fie, you may do as you pleale,
¢ by I will ftay no longer for you.”

Mafter Billy followed fome time
after, but as he was getting over the
hedge again, one of the farmar’s
men, who %was coming over the“field
at a diftance, obferved him, and call-
ed eut to know what he had been
doing there ? Upon which Billy was
obliged to run as taft as he was
abde, and indeed it was with  great
difficulty, that. he got out of his

clutches,

(13
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_The next morning the farmer made
complaint to the mafter of the Aca-
demy -of the injury he had received;
and declared that the culprit was
drefled in a fky-blue coat. Search
was immediately made, and as no

other boy had a fky-blue coat except.

Matfter Rookfby, the unfortunate youth
was horfed and feverely whipped, al-
thoush entirely innocent of the crime,
and blameable only in having put it
in Maiter Billy’s power, by changing
coats, to'be guilty of crimes, for which,
in all probability, he would not be
punithed.

It Mafter Billy had had either fpi-
rit or generofity, he would never
have firft injured the poor farmer,
and then fee an innocent perfon faf-
fer for it: No, he would have ftood

forth,
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forth, and taken the blame upen him-
felf, But fo far from this, he abfo-
lutely exulted in feeing the diftrefs
of Malter Rookfby, and was one of the
firlt to affiit in horfing him, and to
render his punithment as fevere as
poflible.

Mafter Rook/by, however, took the
firt opportunity . of c]earmg up
we> matter among his fchool-fel-
Iows, he fummoned them together
in a body, and told them the plain
truth of the ftory ; every one be-
lieved him, becaufe he was never
known to tell a fib, and becaufe there
were very few to whom Maller Billy
had not at fome time of Sther dope
an ill turn. "They agreed; that every
one fhould fet down the injuries he
had received in writing, to.fhew them

e
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to the Mafter, and folicit for his being
expelled the {chool. But Maditer
Rook/by objected to this, and told them,
that he thought a better punifhment
would be, for every young gentleman
in the fchool to come to a refolution,
never more to fpeak to him, to play
with him, or to keep him company.
This was immediately agreed to, and
Mafter Billy had the mortification to fee
himielf the outcaft of all his former
acqualntance.

Whe# Whitfuntide arrived, accord-
ing to cuftom, the young gentlemen
were fent for home; and Malter Billy
{pent the holidays with his filter at
colonel Scar’s country feat. Now it
was, that Mifs Kitty had an opportu-
nity of obferving the iil tendency of
her brother’s mind and difpofition, and

to
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“to apply thofe ufeful remedies, which
were afterwards of {fo much fervice to
him.

She frequently obferved him catch-
ing poor innocent flies, through the
bodies of which he would ftick pins,
and then falten them to a coach made
of a card; and would thus take a
pleafure in feeing them drag it along
after them, till they were quite dead
with pain and fatigue,



iso s ThEISIRET s Gitt 40T

Sometimes he wou'd amulc atm-
felf with tying an old tin-ketile or
cannifter to the tail of any dog that
was {o unhappy as to fall in his way ;
and then with a whip fet him 2 run.
ning, and howling through the town,

to
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to the great fright znd mortification
of the poor tormented animal. -

The farmers all round the ne'gh-
bourhood, complained feveral times
that he abufed theircattle, by ftiek-
ing a4 f(harp nail to the end of 4 long

flicks
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ftick, with which he ufed to gore
them, till they were almoft' mad;
or laming them by terrible and re-
peated blows upca the feet.

But what provoked the young la
dies moft of all, was his taking
Mifs
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Mifs Scar’s favourite cat, and carrying

her to the top of thé church tewer,
from whence, after tying two blad=
ders about her neck, he cruelly threw
her over the battlement, imagining
that the would fly down without being
quite killed. Though the poor crea-
ture was terrible bruifed with the fall,
yet the made a fhift, with difficulty,
to craw] home; and ltaggering into
the parlour, fhe laid down at the feet
of her indulgent miftrefs, and looking
her pitecufly in the face, as if begging’
her to revenge her death, expired ir
the utmolt agouy.

{
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Mifs Kirty immediately imagined
whoe had been the author of this cru-
elty : And taking her brother afide,
fhe remon#rated with him to the fol-
lowing effeét :

i

““ My dear Brother, faid fhe, it
is with great uneafinefs of mind

¢
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that I have obferved your vicious

.difpofition, which, left in time, by

a too frequent repetition of your
naughty tricks, they may become
habitual, I am determined to let
you fee them in fuch a light as fhall
chill you with horror.
“ Can you imagine that thofe little
infeéts which you fo cruelly tor-
ment for mere {port, have no feel-
ing, or that they are void of the
{enfation of pain ?—Suppofe fome
great giant was to. run a fword
through your body; I dare fay,
you are fenfible that it would give
you unfpeakable torment; and is a
common {word any more im your
body, than a {mal]l pin in one of
thofe little flics ?—Believe me, my
dear, the fmaller an animal is,
486 thie
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the quicker and more acute is

¢ its {enfibility, bhecaufe its organs

are fo much more delicate and
tender.

. All your other frolicks are equal-

ly cruel and infupportable. De
you leve to be frightened ? If you
do not, what pleafure can you
take in frightening {fo many honef}
and faithful degs as you do; per-
haps-till they run mad with fear ?
—Suppofe I was to prick your fide
full of holes with one of my needles,
would you not think me very hard-
hearted ! And are not you equally
cruel, who, for a wanton amufe-
ment, can gore all the cattle in the
common fields?—And laftly, your
“bratality is attended by the moft -

‘¢ odious ingratitude. You have de-

ftroyed
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“ ftroyed the favourite kitten of Mifs
“ Polly Scar ; wantonly {ported away
the life of a littlesplayful innocent
animal, although its miftre{s is every
day beftowing apples, oranges, and
{weetmeats upon you.—Is this the
return for all her civilities towards
you ? Fie! fie!”
Mafter Billy bluthed, and feemed
confounded ; when Mifs Kity thus
continued her difcourfe.
¢ It 1s univerfally allowed, that
¢ you do not want fen{e ; and there-
« fore what I have now faid, I would
recommend to you to apply to
¢ your own underftanding : What
¢ T have to add, I fhall enforce by
the principles of chriftianity and
 virtue. You cannot fuppofe that
¢ the divine Being created thefe
¢ poor

(44
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poor = creatures merely to pleafe
the whim and caprice of man-
kind ! He has breathed the fame
{fpirit of life into  thoufands of
animals, as that by which you
exi&; and though he has made 'mun
mafter of all, yet it is only in a
limited fenfe. He has appointed
certain creatures for the fupport
and fuflenance of man, yet when
we take the lives even of thefe, it
ought to be with the greateft de-
cency, and even with compunc-
tion, All noxious animals alfo,
that is to fay, {uch as we have a
natural antipathy to, and fhudder
at the fight of, as fnakes, toads,
ferpents, &c. may be deftroyed from
the laws of nature; but fhall we
for the fame reafon kill a fly, a

¢ woum,
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worm, or fuch inoffenfive infeéls,
as cannot in their confequence do
us any mifchief? It is not in our
power to give life to any thing ; and
therefore what right have we to
deftroy an exiftence, which we can-
not reftore? The man who without
remorfe can wantonly do thefe
things, ought to be banifhed to the
defarts of Arabia, there to live
among lions, wolves, and tygers;

“ You know very well, that your
fortune will be ample; and that
you muft figure in the great world
as a gentleman: And the trueft
mark of gentility is a noble gene-
rofity of mind, and a tender feel-
ing for the diftrefles of ourfellow-
creatures. But if you ftill continue
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to perfecute every unhappy being
that comes in your way, you will
in time (for the tranfition is very
eafy) be led to exercife your cruel-
ties. upon your own f{pecies, and,
Nero-like, rejoice in the blood of a
parent or a friend !—horrid thought !
—Will your fortune then protect
you from the cenfures of the good

and the virtuous ? And will you

not be the out-caft of fociety ?
¢ He who is not endowed with the
delicate touch of compaflion finks
even below the brutes themfelves,
for they are fometimes known to
help and affift each other. The
heart that feels no anxiety for ano-
ther’s misfortunes, is deftitute of
the very grounds and principles of
virtue. And the wretch who can-
 not
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not weep for the griefs of a frie
is blind to his own intereft, a
will ultimately be punifhed for ijs
cruelty.”

Mafter Billy wept bitterly, and d
clared to his fifter, that fhe had paint==
ed the enormity of his vices in fuch
ftriking colours, that they fhocked
bimn in the greateft degree; and pro-
mifed ever after to be as remarkable
for generolity, compaflion, and evary
other virtue, as he had hitherto been
‘for cruelty, forwardnefs, and ill-na-
ture. Itis with plealure we can add,
that he faithfully kept his word, and
is now one of the very belt litle
malters in the whole univerfe.







