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ADV ANT AGES, &c. 

J OHN BRe>vVN was fervant in the family of~ 
tefpe8:able merchant in this city. _ I-le had lived . 

there for feveral years; and from his regular _ho
nefty, fobriety and diligence, poffcdfed the confi
{ience and affeaion of hi. mafter.. vVhile in that 
-/arnily, he married a fellow-_fcrvant, a young ,vo-
. 111an whofe name was Mary Coates·, and they lived 
for more than feven year~ very happily together. 
They had one child living, a fine little boy about 
:fix years old, , -... horn they maintained at a fchool, 
kept fo.rne miles _from town by Mary's father. This 
was thought better than putting nim to fchool in . 
London, as he was under an a'ffe8.ionate relation, 
and lefs expofed to tl~e company o'f wicked chil
dren. :John and his wife got leave from time to 
time to vifit their ·child, and were al·ways able to 
take him one little article or other of clothes, 
as we_11 as .a fmall prefent to the grandfath~r. 

Thus comfortable were John and Mary, and had 
John been religious like his wife, they would have -
had a very fair profpeEl of continuing fo. I-Ie, like 
n1any others, thought Religion rather an "'unnecef
far:y th in g for a man who made it a rule to be 
fobe.r, and hone11:, and qiligent, and kind. Befides 
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the, 0ther · very important confiderations agamfl: .. 
which he fout his hea.rt, he did not reflcEr that with
out religion h1s good conduct to his family and 
his m-after -flood on no folid foundation. 

·One unfortunate day as he wa going on a mef
fage, he received a hand-bill from a man flanding 
at the door of a Lottery Office. This hand-bill fet 
forth many w01,ders, and invi tcd all who had a 
mind to be rich in a hurry, to fr:ize the lucky 
hour of adventuring in the wheel of fortune; fhcw
ing them how many thoufand pounds they would 
be f ure to get for one guinea! Cafling his eye 
over the advertifement, the thought firuck him that 
he won.Id try his fortune. 'Why may not I get a 
prize as well as another?' faid he to him (cl f ~, 
' and if I get the twenty thourand pound prize, or 
even one of the ten thoufands, I q1all be as great 
a man ~s my mafter? It was a woeful mo
ment for poor John, when this imaginat~on faf
tened on his mind. Full of the notion of getting 
rich, John returned home, and appeared all 
that day unufua}ly thoughtful. At night, as he 
was not ufed to conceal any thing from his wife, 
he told her his intention. 'Molly, (faid he) we have 
juft got our wages, and the drawin_g begins to-mo-r
row.; f u ppoJe we try our fortune in the Lottery. 
Not with my confent, Jhe replied; 1 think we are 
rich enough as we are, and ought to be thankful 
to God that we want for nothing. John was o
bliged to acknowledge this; but obferved that it 
would do them no harm to . have fomething mfJrt. 

lndeed, but it might, (faid Molly) for yo~ know~ 
John, God is the beft judge of what is good for us.~ 
and it is his Pr9vidence that has placed us in our pre ... 
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f ent fituation. If he faw that more rich~ would 
clo us good, I believe he would fend them - to us in 
an honefi way: but I am fure you and I know forn~ 
people, that ar·e not at all the better for their riches, 
no nor the happier either.' '~ut what harm (faid he) 
can there be in trying our fortune?' ' I know there 
is harm, (replied his wife, who was well' read in the 
Bible.,) I know there is harm in c~vetoufnefs; fo-r 
the word of God fays, Be content with fuch things 
ns you ~ave; and he that ma-ltetli hafle to be rich jhall 
Illar be innocent; and the love of money is the root of 
11,ll evil. For my part I am very well fatisfied as. I 
.am, and when I think of the poverty ·and diftrefs 
our ble!fed Saviour f ubmitted to, I find great reafoa 
to praife him for the abundance we ~njoy. Befides 
trying our fortune, as you call it, is no better thari 
tempting God, who is the real giver of what men 
!ay fo.rtu!)e gives them. Our bleffed Saviour re
fufed, you know, when he fafted in the wildernefs 
to aa in an extraordinary manner, in order that 
God might give birn riches and others things, for 
J1e faid that would bete~pting God: and what would 
going into the Lottery be but tempting God, for would 
it not be taking an extraordinary cour[e io order to 
try whether God would make us rich? But, my 
clear, what has put this matter _into your head?' 
John pulled the hand- bill out of his pocket, and 
e xplained to her, as well as he could, all the won
derful adva~tages which it promifed. This did not 
~atisfy his wife: and £he wifely obferved, that if 
there were fo much to be got by thefe fame tickets, 
it was firange that the people who fold them would 
r.1ot rather keep them for themfelves. 'But do yo\! 
n.ot.fee there before your eyes ((aid John) .the num-, 
·- , · · · her 
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ber of prizes that w-ere fold lafl year at th~ L£on'.r 
Ojfice?' 'Well (replied his wife) I wifh they had 
publifhed the number of blcmks that were fold too 

'But ah! John, there are a great many lies in 
print: and to telr you the truth, I fancy it is all 
.a gambling trick, and that the people who fell thefe 
tickets are little better than hnaves, and the folk~ 
who buy them no better than fools. And you know., 
my dear, our little Loy wants clothes, and this ii 
the time that you generally take fomething to his
old grand-father. Sure (faid fhe, while a tear fio1e 
dowp her cheek) you will . not forget our dear 
Johnny .-1 But all her arguments were in vain; and 
he concluded the converfation rather peevifhly, 
with declaring. ',It is a folly to talk; I am refo1vetl 
,to try;' His wife wiped her eyes, and only faid 
with a figh, 'I am forry for it.' He had never grieved 
her. fo much before.' 
· That night John flept 'little; he was ,anxioufly 

_debating which of the various modes of adventur
ing was to be preferred, and laying a thoufand plans 
as to what he would do upon getting his expeEled 

. riches. Early next day he got from his wife fame 
money which he had given her to keep; and mak
ing a f.alfe excufe of bufinefs for leaving _home, h€ 
hurried to the Lottery Office. There, looking at 
variou.s tick~ts, and fhares, and policies that wer~ 
lhewn, out of feveral numbers that he was inform'ed 
were peculiarly lucky, he· feieaed one ticket. But 
~ he was returni11g with it home, beginning to think 
t_hat it was fool~ {h to f pend all his luck ( as he called,. ,, 
it) ~pan one number, he went back, and changed 
t.,he ti _c-ket for fix policies, which he got at a guinea - -
~-. pkce,. ' W ~H ( faiq he) as he put thern in hig 

I • • 4 l ~ I eocke.t,s:-
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pocket, they can neve.r be all drawn blanks.' Upon 
lJ earing that th_e t~ck:~t 1ie had ttl.ken firft was drawn 
the next day a pri?e of ten pounds, he thanked his 
flars that he had parted with it, as he fhould by 
no means be fatisfied with gaining_ (o. li.ttle a,s two 
or three pounds by his venture. · 

John now became hourly anxious to kn~w whe., 
ther his numbers were drawn or n.ot, and often 
~1egle8;ed h\s bu:Gnefs ~o. enquire after them. He 
?ppeared ~houghtful and glooll)y in the houfe; anEl 
fometimes. gave his mafler a very fho1·t _anfwer, if be 
fou!].d fal)lt with him. All in the family wondered 
~t the en_ti:i;e cha,nge in his. conduEl :_-his poor wife 
?lone gueffed at the caufe. To her he no.w obferv
ed an entire fi:lence \Jpo.n the fubject, as he had 
found her fo d.ecided againft his venturing in the 
Lottery. But one day, 'when he had. <;:OJ;De hom,e 
after h_eari_ng tl:-iat two o(_ his nurn bers were qrawn 
blank s, ~nd a third drawri a 1ot prize, Cfrom which 
~e of col_\r[e got nothing,) fhe affeElionately fri'.?ed 
his ban~, and with a flood_ o.f ~ea ~s a{ked him why 
he had b.ee n for [9m~ da y, s fo. peevifh to her. ~ !v1y 
iµeareft huf~an9 ,. (faid fl:ie) it was. never fo with yo~ 
lp efore fi,nc~ ou_r marriage. If I have <lo,ne an.y 
~hing lately to, oJfen_d yo\l, I am rea~y, to go on m.y 
t n.ees. to :_1fk your pardon. Q.nly do not break my 
\1ea~t by l?.ehaying ~s ~f yo,u. did not tove me.'--:--:
\ P~gb ½ Wo;m~n !. (~epli,ed he fu_ll~nly)-d~n.•~ make 
«jl io.ol of your(elf .. ' ' · Alas!_ ,( fa1d fhe) ~s It foll y
\o b

1
e grieve~. ~t fc:;e~ng you unhappy, or ~t tl;ie fear 

9£ ha yin.g ~i,f pl.ea,fe<;l y6.v.? But, ah!- I (ear the Lot
\e.ry is, ~he c~ufe.. ~ -~ho.ught no good wou,l,d come 
9f ~t.' Mo.Uy p.~rc;:eiv.ed that his mind '\\:as in a 
ftt'-~-t.~ <?r xe~a~~oi:i; ~_nd tl~~~e~or~ 4.id. not. prefs. the 

. - {l:l -~Ct~ 
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fubjecl:. then. But in the evening {he took an op• 

portunity of tenderly entreating him to refl: fati fied 

under any lofs he had al"rcady f uffered, without 

, venturing farther; obferving that he might thus 

learn a leffon which might be ufeful to him all his 

lift; but that in the courfe in -which he was he 

could not expea the bleffing of God.-' And f urcl y 
(added !he) we fhall be richer with that bl cffin g 

and a few worldly comforts, than if we had all the 

world without it. Ah! John! there is indeed, ~s 

our Saviour fays, but one thing needful. vVhat mat

ter whether we be rich or poor in this life, if we 

get to heaven at lafl:? And truly God is fo gracious 

a mafier, that his fervice brings peace and comfort 

with it even here: while on the contrary, thofe who 

fet their hearts upon the world, do not even find 

in it now the enjoyment which they fcek; not ro 

iay", that if they gained the cwhole world, and l~jc their 
own fouls, they would make a fool's bargain.' 

Though_ John feldo :n read bis Bible, yet he knew 

enot1gh of it to be fatisfied, that what {he fai<l was 

all very true; and fl1e fpokc with fo much gentle-

- nefs and affeaion, that he could not take it am ifs. 

He then promifed her, that he would not throw 

away any more money in the Lottery. She thanked 

God for her hufband's refolution, and prayed that 

he might have grace to keep it. But wi CT1ing to 

withdraw him from th~ fcene of temptation, {he pro

pofed that he {hould a{k lea_ve of his mafi:er to vi fit 
their little child in the country. To this John con- . 

fented, cind eaGly obtained permiffion. It was with 

joy that Molly fa w him fet off next morning; but 

!he little thought how foon her joy was to be f uc 

ceec1ecl by-the bit~ereft farrow. 1-Ier hu{hand 's 1cart 

· A { va~ 
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·was {lilt ban\ering_ after h1s three numbers tl1at re. 
m~inc.d in. t_he ~heel; a,nd as the drawing was pretty 
~r ad yanced~ fl€ became every day more anxious. 
and impatient. He rherefore refoJved, infi;ead of 
l~aving town that day, to fpend it 111 the place where 
t,he drawing was going on. ' - Who knows. ( faid he 
to himfelf) but I may. return to my wife this ev:en
ipg, with n.ews tha_t will make her own, that I did, 
right in trying 1:lJJ fortune?' As he was 01-t bis. way, he. 
came to_ a famous office for infc1:r.ing numbers. Joh11i 
l?ad often heard. of injuring, but did not well know; 
,vhat it m('.ant. Having however become-a garnb
l~r, he l~ad an it.ch after try.ing his for t-un_e in this., 
way alfo. He therefore {tepped intq. the office. 
' I want (faid He) to injure_; bu~ I_ d~n't kno~ how: 
to do it, no.r in:9eed what it. is_.' ' .Sir, (replied ~ 
well-dre!t_ man qehind the count~r) yo-q ar:e perfeEl:
}y right. Inf ~uing, Sir, i~ t~e on!y · w:ay to make 
money; and I will :explain if all to you -. in a r110 :. 
ment with ' the greateft pleafure.' · John thanked ... 
~is honom. ·, . Only gi~e me ( ~oritinued the ·o~per) 
th-e tr_ifling" pr~miurn of ~s. 1qq. on ·any nu~be r\ 
you cho?fe, and if it be. 'dr~w.n e_ither_ b-lan~ o~~ _ 
prize in ·the · courfe of. the daf, you may call on'_ 
111e fo~ Fi v_e . Guineas, and the_y will h~ pai~ yo u . 
down ·upon the nail: hard gui·neas', S~r, har~-an d 
11.eav_y._ ' Tb_ere is no •office _in t~1e : city tha·t pays 
J/its with fo much honour as this. I. had demand s 
o·n me y:eft~rd~y' to the tune of :3001 .. an·<l all were-· 
a~fwe~ed ,as foon ,a~ called _for.' , ' Well, (faidJohn , 
who b,ad not the wit to afk., him'felf how_ the gentleman 
chme to , b~ fo. fine.l.Y dreft . while h_e · was lofing fo _ 
nhich money,) · ' Well, and if the number be not 
d\ ,~:wn to-d~y a..t all, will you give me any thing?' · x.... l 1. , \ I • • . .. • " " ~ I .... ';., ~ .. ·, • \ \ .. ... 6 : 

"' 
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' 0 ! Sir ( replied office-keeper J as to that, it is 
very unlikely. And really, it is not any intereil: 
I have in this, that makes rne carry on the bu .. 
finefs; but a pleafure I hav·e in offering better· 
terms to my cuftorners than any other office in. 
London can hoafl of. And I would recommend 
i;t to you; as a friend, to infure at leafl ten or 
twelve numbers; that you may be certain of 
winning. Take my word for it that is playing a 
fure gam.e. Five Guineas, Sir, for 6s. 10d. !· think 
0f that.' The- cunning office-keeper was fo friendly 
~nd fo. obligi-ng, that he eafily prevailed on John 
to infure his three- remainin g numbers, befides fe
vera1l others, for that day. The poor- man now 
thought it was. hardly poffible but that he rnufl pu~ 
(o.IJ1ething in his pocket. ' Whether the n u bers 
(though~ he) be drawn blanks or prizes I get 
tp.oney: and if any of n-.y three remaining policies. 
(urn up the 10,0001. prize, my fortune is made. 
l ,t is yet in the wheel; and why may not I get it as 
lf.ell as another?' Full of this thought ,h.: hafiened

1 

t:o watch the drawing; while the office-keeper, as._ 
he wen_t_ out, put t~ money in his pocket and his., 
tpn_gue in his cheek, fneering a,t John's fimplicity •. 
John. found at the place of drawing ~ number of
drunken, ragg_ed, blafphern-ing wretches~ rb~ir ap,..:_ 

.-pe~ra.nGe and langq-age at fidl ~ocked him; efp~-
c)ally w,hen he heard one. and another curfing\ 
tJ1emfel,~es for their folly in tryi11,g their fo1iune. ·· 
But he now became all attentipn to th.e numbers 

I • • ' • • • ' • ~ • ' • • 

t_hat we,re. declared as foon as' drawn,; and. his heart 
qeat, ''Y.hene'\er a~y. ·oni n~ar'· h~s: C?~n was . men-_ . 
tion~d, In a little ttme, wea~ied with expe-~ation,' 
~R b~~~n,.t.o_ i~~a~ i!tt: e,.i:~~le of ot~_ers "arohf! 

.,, 
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him· ~n laying wagers whether the number next 
draw·fi would be a blank or prize: and a decent 

looking man, who fat near, foon engaged with him 
in the bufinefs. The ftrai1ger, who knew better 

than John how to reckon chaf1ces, let him win a 
few fhillings at firfi ;· but foon ftript him of every 

farthing in his pocket. He was ail1amed to con
fefs that he had no more money, and the fpirit of 

·earning having now completely feized him, he hur
ried back to his mafter's houfe; and when his wife 
with furpriz.e afred the caufe of his fudden appear .. 
ance, he pretended that he recolleaed on his way 

to their little boy fome article which he had for

gotten to take with him, and returned for it. He 

had not been ufed to lying; but having now com
menced Gamefter, he was going on ftep by ftep in 

wickednels. His poor wife perceived confufion 

an.a diftrefs in his countenance; but believing what 
he faid, fhc .made no farther enquiries, and only 
urged him to haflen his departure. She kne\y no.t 

that he took away with him a filver goblet and fome 
fpoons, which belonged to his rnafier, and wer~ 
under his care. Thefe he i~mediate1y pawned, 
expe8.ing that be {hould be able to releafe them 

before they would be miffed. But [oo.ner _ or l?ter 

the devil always leaves his fervants. in the lurch--~ 

and fo he now ferved John. , 
With the money thus wickedly ohiainee he re

turned to the place of drawing, and arrived ju.ft 
time enough to lofe it all, except a few {hitlings, 
before that day's drawing e-nded. Stung_ with 

vexation he came o.ut into the ftreet, curling him,- _ 
f~lf, and cu,rfing others; and hurried along with 

fo,i,:n~ of hi.s new ~o,mpanions. ~o. a l?\lblic hou fo. 
PubliG 
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Public haufes in his better days he had not been 
accuftomed to frequent. The liquor which h 

drank to drown care foon in flamed him to rnadnefs, 

and prepared him for every thing tbat was bad. 

At one moment he thought of puttin.g an end 

to his own life, which had now become a bur

qen. Ala~! had he followed the advice of his wife, 

or taken the word of Gon for his dire8.ion, how 

different would his fituation have been! He knew 

not now what to do. Return home he dudl not; 

for he dreaded the thought of its being di [covered 

that he had embezzled his ma!ler's property. And 

to continue adventuring in the Lottery he had not 

the means. His mind was .torn by various pafiions;. 

it was a kind of Ilell. But he wa not truly peni

tent for his offence; and did not pray to Gon for 

HIS gracious aHiftanc~: he therefore went on from 
. bad to worfe. t{is 'companions, more hardene_d 

in wickednefs, laughed at his diflrefs. He heard 

them with furprife boaft of the various. cheats by 

whi~Q_ they~ fupported themfel ves in their villainy" 

But one of them took him a{ide into an inner room, 

and after they had called for more drink, told hi1n 

plainly that he was a blockhead for being fo much._ 

c;:aft down by his loffes; and that if he had only fpirit 

enough, he might foo.n have as full a purfe as ever"! 

Fidl fwearing John to fecrecy, he propofed that 

.t-hey fhould join together in a fcheme which he had. 

fbrmed of committing a highway ro.bbery that night. 

_ He mentioned a, gentleman who. Wa§ to return to. 

town with a fum of money late in the e':ening by 

the Edgeware road; and aff ured John o.f getting ~ 

rich and eafy booty. ' I lived in this gentleman's 

fc\m:ilf (faid he) till q year a&o; and a ~ood fervic~e 
~ ~ 

• 
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ti as, £or T had high wages and Iittie work. Bu.t 
truly becaufe I got drunk now and then, he parted- . 
with me, and would not give me a charaaer for fo
bri_ety, a:nd I have.._ been out of place eYer fince. 
Eut I am now my own mafier; get 1noney in an 
eafier way, and drink as much as 1 pleafe. A fhort 
life and a merry one, fay I.' · John was at fir.ft ftartled 
by the propofal _; but after a moment's paufe, oh
ferv d with an oath, that he was in for it,, and would 
!lot .flinch. He was foon furnifhed with pifiols by 
:his companion, whofe name was Smith; but when 
John took them, he exprc!fed a hope that ther~ 
m~ht be no bJood t11ed. 

They fallied forth together, and Tay concealed in 
~ field near the roarl. A few d_ays before John 
-wo_uld have flarted with horro1 at the thought of 
being engaged in f uch a bufinefs: hut when a man 
once gives way to what is evil, it is impoilible to
fay where he will flop. The expefled gentleman 
foo.n arrjved; when rufuing cut, one of them feiz- .
ed the reins of his horfe, while the other held a 
piftol to his breafi, and with horrid oaths demande4 
his money. The gentleman, a Mr. Stewart, imme
diately {napped a piftol, which miffed fire; and 
both the robbers difcharging theirs, fuot him dead 
on the fpot. They had hardly time to rifle his 
pockets, ·when the neighbourhood was alarmed by 
the report of the piflols, and they were obliged 
to fly with aH fpeed: but being fav_oured by the 
darknefs of the night, they got clear o~ from their, 
purfuers. Afrer haflily fl~aring the fpoils, and again 
[.wearing, each other to fecrecy, ( as if oaths could, 
,bind 'yill:aiµs,) they feparated _ for gn~ater_ fafety, and 
~ent_ t~~ , r_en1~jnd~r of t~e nig_ht at different l!ou~} 
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-.. ,9(ill-fam·e. But John's mind was n wracked wi 
Temorfe, and guilt was vifi.ble in his counte1 ance. 
When <!lay-light .came, he endeav-oured to compofc 
himfel'f to flee-p; but in vain ·: the imag;e of th < 
pe,r[otI whom ·he had murde.red haunted his imagi
·flation; and the t0rment of his confcience was al
rnoft mo•re gr-ievou-s than the punithment of the law 
·which he dreaded. He had intended to employ his 
ill-gotten gain iH trying his fortune fa.-rther in the 
Lottery:, :that curfed Lottery which -had brought 011 

.all his n1ifer_y; ann ·had he done f.o, it is moft pro
bable that he w0uld have ·been frripped as he was 
the -day be.fore. But aH courage now faite<l him; 
and -'being afra,id to appear in public, he flunk to 
his mafter's houfe a;t an early hour, and indulged 
the hope t-ha.t ·as there ,was no witnefs of the ho.rrid 
~eed ·bt1t ·himfe'lf an-d his companion, it wotlld re
n1-ain undifco-:vered :for ever. f'Ie little remembered. 
that G01>'s eye faw -it; and that his Providence fel ... 
.<lorn (if , ever) [u ffer~ fu ch wickednefs to :pafs un
~unif:hed, even ·ifl this world. 

His wife, tho1:1gh f u.rpri fed at ·her huiliand'.~ 
fpeedy a·rrival, welcomed him w,ith affeftim:i; .and 
:tenderly enquired a.fter the weif-are of their little 
boy. ' Afk no ·queftions, Woman ·!' was his only 
.reply.. She was firu-ck -dum-b with aftoniH1ment; 
but \\Then CT1e perceived a pifio-l under his coat, 
ilie daf pe:d her hands in an agony of horro.r; acd 
not dari·Rg to ai{k. a quefl:ion, fhe funk on the chair? 
:and trembled like af pen leaf. · 

The :robbery -and murder ROW beca-me the talk: 
of the town; and John's mafrer a{ked him whether1 
he had heard any thing of the circum(\:ances. He 
_had ow~y _power to anf w.er, ' No, Sir,,' with a 1fa_ul -

t.c,nn g 



( 14 ) 
tering voice. But how did bis heart fink within 
him, · when he heard foon_ after that -his companion 
{who had been a notorious offender) was taken up 
on fufpicion of klaving committed_ the fa.a! yet he 
fl.ill thought there was no evidence that could prove 
the charge. Every rap at the door flartled him. 
Every perfon that looked at him feemed to know 
his guilt. He fometimes thought of flying j but 
again determined to fiand hjs ground, left his ab
fconding fhou ld occafion an- irnm.ediate purf uit. 
Some days paffed thus, and he ·began to flatter him
folf that all was fafe. But as he lay one night 
fleeplefs and tolling, his affiiaed wife weeping by 
his fide and afraid to enquire into the caufe of fiis 
fit.uation, a noife was heard at the door; and on its 
opening, the officers of a juftice entered to appre
h.end him~ Smith had turned king's evidence to fe
cure his own life: fo little confidence can villains 
place in each other. John was now dragged pale 

' apd trembling toNewgate, while poor Molly clung 
to him fhric:;king, and faintod away as foon as they 
entered the prifon. When fhc came to herfelf, {he 
felt that her heart was broken. She never raifed 
her head again. ).'et {he attended him clofely for 
a while .; but pined, and foon funk beneath the 
weight of her affii8:ion. vVith her dying breath 
fhe prayed, that her hufband might be brought to
repentance, and might yet obtain mercy at the hands 
of God. When brought to the bar, h€ caft a look of 
indignation and reproach at his accomplice, who 
now appear_ed as evidence again.ft him; which the 
other return~d with a malicious fneer. His guilt 
was clearly proved ._all: circum{b;rnces confirmed it. 
When the Judge was going to pafs fentence, he 

cried 



' 

( 15 ) 
cried out for a long day. Oh tffat a long day were 
granted to every man fentenced to fuffer death; 
even to a murderer! But in the cafe of murderers 
the i~w determines otherwife, and it was not the 
bufinefs of the Judge to give his opinion of the 
law, but to pafs its fentence. He add reffed .J ohr:i 
as follows: '" Unhappy man! you feern to hav e for
gotten that in the murder of Mr. Ste,:; rart you al
lowed h1m _no time. In ·a moment, and without 
provocation, you fent a worthy perfon who had 
never harmed you into Eternity. The laws of 
Con and m~n demand your forfeited life. You 
mufi prepare for almofi immediate execution. You r 
fate will, I trufl:, be an awful warning to many .. 
You might have lived long, ufefuL, and refpeRed, 
had you been contc:nt with what you acquired by 
honeft indufhy; had no't . the defire of hafly and 
unrighteous gain taken poffeffion of your heart .• 
I mourn over the exiftence of f uch a public nui
fance as appears· to have been the fir-fr oc-caficn 
of your fall: and 1 cann·ot . hdp dec1aring, that l 
have never fat upon this bench after the draw
ing 'of the Lottery, but · I had rea-fon to think 
it had proved t~e ruin of many of the unhappy 
culprits who appeared before me. I would ea.r
nefily exl-iort the crowds that hear me to abhor the 

, thoughts of adventuring in it, and to fly from it 
as from a plague, which will defi:roy domeftic hap
pinefs and iflward peace, and bring t1po.n t~en.1 
every kind of diftrefs. Prifoner ! I mourn that 
0thers fi1ould be involved in your calamity, who _ 
have not- been partners in your_ guilt ; that an 
amiable and virtuous woman (as I am informed.) 
_fhould have djed broken~hea.ned on your ac--count; 

[here 
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_[llere the prifoner groaned ]-and that yo'ur inf arm. 
-child muft be left an orphan in the world, that win 
be too forward to reproach him with his father's 

• crime. But your doom in t!iis world is fealed .. 

/ 

Your ftate in the next now ·calls loudly for all 
your attention, and I moft earnefll y exhort you 
to call upon Him for repentance and pardon, who 
came into the world to fa ve even the · chief of fin
ners. May you _" have grace therefore to employ 
the little time remaining for you in this world, ·in 
imploring His mercy ! As to the wretch before 
me, wh? has been an accomplice w,ith you in your 

. crime, and upon whofe evidence -you have been 
conv~aed, he will not ef.cap~ jufiice. I muft re
mand him back to Newgate, that he may fiand his 
t.rial upon the ~har$e of two other ~robberies. It _ 
i$ a painful but neceffary .part of my _ office to 
which I now pro.ceed. It is with c}. bleeding heart 
I pronounce your fentence, which is, that you be 

1 
hangeq~ drawn, , and quq,rtered on S'!-turday . next . the 
15th inHant, and _nrny the LoRn have mercy on 
your foul!" 

He ~as e:,cecuted according to his fentence ; 
and would to Gon that this hiftory might prove a 
wa-rning to al.1 1 againft trying their Jortunt in the 
LOTTERY1 · · 

THE ENO .. 


