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SOLOMON WISEMAN. 

MR. \V ISEMAN was esteemed by all 

his ueighbours, for the gravity of. his,de­

portment, his kinduess .of heart, and sim -

plicity of manners ; he would walk about 

for hours ' by ,himself, t'llminating on the 

works of the c;reation; , even the m9st 

minute of nature's performances came 

under his researches, nor would he kiU 
any thing, unless it was venomous or 

unfriendly to mankind. 
Walking out one day by the side of 

brook, a gnat settled upon his hand, an 

stung him very sharply, and flew away 
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I have done no Harm to this fngoct, 

then why should it thus treat me? (said 
\Visema~1 to himself) But why should I wonder at it, ,vhen even m~ will, 
without provocation, hurt crne another, 
and rob and despoil their neighbours of 
th eir goods; nay, some are ,vicked 
nough to shed the blood' of their fel­

low creatures, by whith means they 
come to untimely deaths, and are a dis­

•' grace to those they belonged to. 
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JOHNNY BADBOY. 

Cf-ll~~~ .&N sh_o ul d be very car<::fol 
whiit .it'{ey do,. lest not 011ly. th emselves, 
but th~i1· p~rento and friends suffrr for · t. 
· ~•n teH you a s~ory abou_t Joh1111y 
J3adbc,,y, as_ pretty a,' l)()y to loo k c.1t as 

· ever w~~s ·seen; but he was very na 11µh­
ty, and · ali .the advice that was given him 
by his fa I her and mother was th rrrn n 
a,-rny. Indeed he took deligl1t iu mis­
chief and j n plaguing all the old wo1n e11 

and chi!dren in the place; lie \.vas fond 
of climbing trees, and letting off firn­
works, and never cared in the least v. he­
the·r he went to s,chool or not, and :il­
tho.ugh he ,,vas eight years old, ba rdy 
kne,-v his letters, v,·hich you k11ow is a 
sad thing indeed: his master was tbc 
clergyman of the village, a good man, 
very gentle, and endeavoured to recla im 
J ohn11y, n,1ore · by words • than stripes: · 
it might have been, if he had been und ei 
a tutor, he would have been a better 
boy. All the little nonsensical play~ 
that could be thought on were his de 
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light; but that woul<l not possibly have 
beeu so much to his discrerlit, if lie had 
not been cruel. He would catch but­
terflies; and pull off their heads, or 
wings, or legs, 011e atter anothei- 1 anct 

' ~eem'erl pleased at tbe poor ll1111gs .pain: 
however, one clay, as he wa::; going to 
seize one th~1t ,ms settled 011 a 1\:>se, be­
ing ratl ier too eager iu the pursuit of 
the iiltended li~tle vic ti tn, he clasped 
the flovvc:r tno hastil y, (om: with many -
thorns surrounding it), ,vhicb not only 
pierce<l liis finger, but broke n thorn in 
tbc fleshy part, w!iich gave him great 
µ:::in; however lie coucealed it l"nnn his 
father and motlier for SOllle time, in­
deed until his finger had become very 
bad, and his wliole hand much s"velled. 

Th~ doctor was now ap p lied to, who 
found th e part vrhere the thorn lay in a 
rapid state of mortification, and ad vised 
the finger to be cu.t off immediately to 
save his life; this was accordingly don_e, 
and he was rather more careful for some 
time, abou·t what he m~d<lled with too 
hastilY.. · 

I 

I 
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But time taught him to lose sight of 
his caution. It had so happeued that 
it \\'as his left ha1,d tliat ha~ received 
the hurt, he got into the habit of usin·g 
his three fingers aud thumb, _ aud soou 
aft-1r became as n tisc.:hievous as ever. 

' 

; 
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BILLY BLOSSOM. 

I witL now tell you a story about 
Billy Blossom, and his favourite goose. 

BiBy, from being a very good boy, 
had become a great favourite with both 
his father and mother, and no sooner had. 
an old goose hatched a dozen or more 
pretty young oues, than Billy was in­
dulged with a choice of any one of them; 
he chose a specklecl one, and took great 
pains to bring it up, generally feeding it 
·himself every day, 'till at length it grew 
so tame that it was admirable to see the 
harmless creature follow him about the 
yard like a dog. 

In course of time it grew to be as fine 
a looking goose as ever you have seen, 
and Billy was not a little fond of it, A 
fox that was well known in the ne1gh­
bourbood, and who had devoured a great 
number of chickens and goslings, but 
whose subtilty was s_o great that nobody _ 
could catch him, set his eye upon Billy's 
favourite, he thought from its plumpness 
and beauty it would afford him an exce-

/ 
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... ~a,, would often about the tll1 . ... 
of the birds going to roost, come slyly 
and peep through the paling, looking 
with watchful eye at the delicate crea­
ture: several times he returned disap­
pointed and fretful, because Billy was 
so careful of his dear Jenny, (as he used 
to call her) however, the moment of 
\-vatcbfulne,ss on Billy's part wa.s one 
evening forgotten through engagements 
at play with several other little boys, the 
fox took the advantage of his absence, 
and getting over the pales, seized the 
poor goose, who croaked out so terribly, 
that her cries reached the men who were 
thrashi11g in the barn, wbo ra11 out with 
all speed, armed with large sticks, to at­
tack him : the ferocious animal was so 
intent upon his prey, which from -its 
weight he could not conveniently carry 
off, that he suffered the men to come up 
with him, and the first of them gave him 
so violent a blow on the head that laid 
him dead by the side of the manglea 
goose. 

No sooner did Bi11 y hear that his pret­
ty goose was -killed -by the barbarous 
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anim'al, than . he cried bitterly, and de 
clared. he would have foregone his play 
ten times over rather than it shoLild have 
happened, and blamed himself much fo r 

· his want of caution, in . not seeing hi~ 
poor Jenny safely shut rip before h~ 
joined his playmates. 

His .father and mnther finding him so 
rnucJ1 · concerned, .promised him the 
pretrlesl: litt1e gosling or fov,l that could 
be bought, a11d B,illy being a good boy, 
aried up his teai·s, and mad e himself 
happy. 
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THE CAT AND PISH. 
l will now tell you another little sto­

ry, about a cat and a fish. 
A cat that lived at a mill, ,-vould often 

sit , by rhe side of the mill pond; and a­
muse he rself by seeing tb e fish jump in 
the ,ra ter ; at length, liaving been used 
to I eceive from th e miller's maid the 
heads ancl b ones of such fish ·a s ~were · 
clressed for the fam ily, took a particular 
liki11g to t!iat food , i 11d eecl slie preferred 
it to that dai11 t1 d ish amollg the Grimli­
kin race, call Pd mic , a 11d lon ged to taste 
them fresh from d: e pu11d, ,;vi thnut the 
aid of Betty's <.:'J' •hery; acco rdi11gly, oue 
summer's e H 1,,11 -...:, as tdi e "as sitting 
,, ith \\'011 de 1 r,. 1 g n \ :ty, reHectiug 011 

times past, all(_! "aslii11g li er face and 
ears witli lier right fore paw, a large 
carp, in the height of his play, spraug 
from the ,'rater once or t\\ice, aud re­
turn<:d into tlie pulld again uear "here 
puss sat: she ,, as captivated \\ ith the 
tl 1o ughts of catchiug it for li e r prey, aud 
the _tish giYing anotl1er leap nearer than 
ever to the cat, puss, whose ideas led 
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he1· to think she could catch it if she 
tried, leaped into the stream, the mill 
being at that time going about, she was 
at length drawn uRder the wheel and 
torn to pieces. 

The miller's wife and Hettv both saw 
the disaster happen to ·puss, ·but could 
not save her from the death which she 
had so justly merited. Little boys anci 
girls· have no more busint:8S in rivers or 
ponds than this cat ha6l, and my advice 
js, that they avoid them, lest they share 
the same fate. 

I hope my little friends }OU are not 
tired with reading these little stories ; if 
you are, lay down the book 'till you 
ha·ve had a little play, and then ~ome 
and read another story .. 
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NANCY 'WHEATLEY. 
NA N ·cy Wheatley had a pretty pigeou, 

its feathers were of a_.clay colour, except 
those vvhich surrounded the 11eck, and 
they were of all the colourS' of the rain­
bow, no doubt but you mu8t ·have ieen . 
one; they generally appear in boister­
ous weather, and ar~ said to be given:as 
a sign that the Almighty will never more 
destroy this world by a deluge of rain. 

This pretty pigeon .would sit and coo 
for hours together, or walk round about 
Nancy, and sometimes sit on the boughs 
of a large tree near the hc:-use, to hear his 
little mistress sing. 

·Nancy had also a peacock, a beautiful 
bird, who when he spread the feathers 
of his tail against the sun, it appeared so 
brig),t as to dazzle the sight. 

The peacock, notwithstanding he was 
taken a gre~t deal of notice of by Nan­
cy, . ~• not satisfied and happy; he 
thought the Pigeon, because it.was much 
smaller tnan himself, and used to play 
more familiarly with his mistress, was ·a 
greater favourite with her than himself, 
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he began to be envious, whi~h 1s very 
wrong, and found all the fault he could 
with the Pigeon, often telli11g that pret­
ty bird of the inferiority of • his appear­
ance in comparispn to that he made. 

The P1geo11, ,,rho ·was conscious of the 
rectitude of his ow,n heart, slighted such 
represe11tatious, i11deed treated them 

' with contempt; the corn,eq ue11c e · was, 
that the first opportu11ity the Peacock 
had, he gave the Pigeon a blow on the 
head \\ it-h oue of his pinions, which laid 
the little victim dead at his fee t. 

The Peacock gloried iu what he had 
done, happy he thought lie should be 
now his rival ,ms 110 more ; but it was a very sbort time after that tlie Peacock 
wa s taken very sick, alld liegan to reflect 
on his misconduct aud his cruelty, a11d 
the poor Pigeon was almos t always up­

.perrnost in l11s thoughts, 11or cpulcl he die 
without acknowledging his offence, 
which 110 sooner came to 'N aNcy's ~ars 
than she cried sa~I y, and 11ot \

1 
ithout 

cause when it is co11sidered that her two 
pretty birds became victims to pride and 
jealousy. 

. , 
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THE SAD EFFECTS · OF QUAR­
RELING. 

Two Gentleme11 wl10 had been re­
markable for friendship, by some means 
or other which J can11ot take upon me to 
say, quarreled, aud their a11imosities were 
such, that even the interference of friends 
could not make it up. They look every 
opportunity of vilifying each other in 
speech, wrote both in public a11cl private, 
and v. henever they met they ,., ere ready 
i11 ab11si11g·each other. · 

Friendly, Socialile, & other neighbours, 
heari11g to wlic,t a de~ree or ill"' ill tht-ir 
rese1.tme11t had re~1cl1ed, det ern,i1 1ed to 
endeavour, (1\t('e more to IJnng them 
witbi11 the pa le uf frit'ndshi p, or at least 
of distm,t rt'. ~ptct, c1ppoi111t d a metting 
of a nun, bn of tht:'ir lne1,ds c:1nd al quain­
ta11ct', ,mrl anioug!,l tlit-m tlwsc- quanel­
i11g ,gem lt 11 1e11 "' t I e invllt'ct ; 1hty c,,111e, 
n6t k•~.1ov. ;ug tl1c1t t.'ad1 otl1e1 "'e1 e to bt 
pf the pany. l'\o ·s0011er "'e1e they meL 
\ban the blood redde11td n1 their 1a.u :s, 
end it was with trouble their Epirits we1e 
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kept d~,~;·u.. 'till dinner :a~ bver: endea­
vours were again used (or tl1eir reconci­
Iiatiou, but without effec t, a11d before 
they left the room a challenge to fight 
pas:;ed from oue to the oth t r, and it wai 
agreed that the following Saturday was 
to decicle the quar,·cl iu sHch a mauuer 
as to prevent any further disputes·. 

· However, ou the following d;.iy , bti11g 
ridi11g iu their gigs, they ntet, and oue 
r .urn iHg foul of tl1 e ot her; one of tb em 
\~ a ~ thrown i11to a pool, which put au 
tu ,I tu his life and to th e othe r's peace. .. 

Tl ,e ge11dern e 11 wbo had taken pai11s 
fo r tl1eir setthug their business, cuuld 
not I.Jut be sotr_y for the event, but re­
couciled its justuess to the order of that 
heaven which it is the duty of all its 
c reatures to obey. , 

( Ma tiden, Printer, Chet111sjurd. 




