


.s. 
0 

I 

!, 202.-

This book forms part of 
The Osborne Collection of Children's Books 
presented to the Toronto Public Libraries by 

Edgar Osborne 
in memory of his wife 

MABEL OSBORNE 





CAT AND MOUSE. 



Home Lesson Books. 

HOME BOOK 
---

OF 

NATURAL HISTORY. 
ILLUSTRATED WITH 

ctDnt Junrrrtrr ®ngraningit 

LONDON : 

pAVID BOGUE , 86 , FLEET STREET . 

1855. 



LO::-IDON: 

P RINTED BY PETTER AND GALPIN, PLAYHOUSE TARD 

ADJOINING THE "TlllES" OFFICE, 



THE LroN is often called the king of 
beasts, and ,vith very great justice. 
He is so strong, that he can take an 

I 

ox up in his mouth, and bear it on his 
back.. When he roars, all animals 
that hear him shal{e ,v-ith fear. Lions 
live in the hot countries of Asia and 
Africa, many miles fro1n here. We 
can only see them shut ·up in cages. 
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HE TIGER is not quite so large as 
the Lio11, but he is more fierce, and 
11early as strong. He is a beau
tiful animal, marlled with black. and 
orange-coloured stripes. In Asia and 
Africa, where they live, Tigers often 
carry off cows and sheep, and some
times 1nen. In India men often go 
out on elepl1ants to ht1nt Tigers. 

8 



J 

THE LEOPARD is another animal of 
the same kind, bt1t is neither so 
large nor so strong as the Tiger. 
~eopards are found in most of the 
hot countries of Asia and Africa ; 
and are often hunted and killed for . 
the sake of their beautiful sl{ins. 
The African ,PANTI-IER is very much 
like the Leopard, but is rather larger. 
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TnE JAGUAR is a fierce beast that 
is fou11d in the l1ot parts of South 
America, where he preys on deer, 
sheep, and any small animals. He 
can climb trees, and often jumps 
from a bough upon any creature 
that is passing. He can also svvim 
well, and will eat any fish which 
he can catch. 

10 



THE PuMA is another beast that lives 
in South America. He is of a red
brown colour, somewhat like the 
lion. He feeds on small animals, 
,vhich he often jumps upon from 
a tree. If a Puma can be caught 
very young, he can be made tame, 
and may be left in a house to play 
with children. 
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LYNXES are found only in cold 
countries.. They prey upon small 
quadrt1peds and birds, which they 
pursue to the tops of high trees. 
Their eyes are very bright, and 
their general appearance is not 
savage. They are of a pale gray 
colour, and at a distance are often 
mistaken for wolves. The fur of the 
Lynx is very warm, and is often made 
into 1nuffs, and boas, and tippets. 
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HY.MNAS live in caverns and rocl{y 
places in Syria and Abyssinia. At 
night-time they prowl about the 
streets of towns, and eat the dead 
bodies of animals that are often left 
there. They are very cruel, and ,vill 
kill any defenceless creature that they 
meet with, but they seldom attacl{ 
Jnankind. They are of a gi--ay colour, 
marked with dark. brown ba11ds. 
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THE WOLF is one of the most savage 
and remorseless creatures that we 
know of. Wolves inhabit nearly 
every cou11try of the world, except 
tl1e hot climates, and at one time, 
many years ago, were to be found 
in England. They will attack a 
flock of sheep and kill all of them, 
before they coip.mence eating one, 
so great is their ferocity. 
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THE JACKAL is found in almost every 
part of Africa and Sot1thern Asia. 
J ack.als are of a dingy yellow colour, 
and of the size of the common fox. 
They herd i11 large packs ; often as 
many as tvvo or three hundred are 
seen hunting together, uttering the 
most horrid cries, and purst1ing all 
kinds of smaller quadrt1peds. They 
are very voracious and crt1el. 
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THE ELEPHANT is the largest of all 
beasts, and, except the dog, is the 
most sagacious. In the great plains 
of Africa and Asia, Elephants are 
found in imme11se troops, feeding on 
branches of trees, sugar-canes, and 
variot1s kinds of herbage. They are 
easily tamed, and are then used to 
draw heavy weights, and to help to 
load and unload ships. 
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THE GrRAFFE is the tallest of all 
animals. Some have been found 
reaching seventeen feet in height. 
They are natives of Africa, where 
they live chiefly on the tender 
branches of the Acacia tree, ,vhich 
they are enabled to reach by means 
of their long necl{ and tongue. 
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THE DROMEDARY and the CAMEL are 
much alil{e, except that the Camel 
has two humps on his back. They 
are both natives -of the hot countries 
of t~e East, wl1ere they are of the 
greatest use in carrying travellers 
and goods across the sandy deserts. 
They can go for many days without 
food . or water, and are very docile. 
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THE H1PPOPOTA1\1us is next in size to 
the Elephant, but is of no use to 
mank.ind. He is found in Africa, 
where it is said he passes much of 
his time in walk.ing at the bottom 

of the rivers, rising to the top now 
and then to talie breath. He eats 
grass, yoting branches of trees, maize, 
sugar-cane, or anything of that kind. . 
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T .HE RHINOCEROS is another great 
animal found in India and Africa. 
He is very wild and savage, and can 
never be tamed. ,vhen a Rhinoceros 
meets an Elephant, a battle often 
ensues, for neither will go out of 
the ,vay. The Rhinoceros lives in 
swa1npy marsh.es, and eats the coarse 
herbage that grows there. 
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THE BROWN BEAR is a native of 
many countries of Europe and 
Asia, and lives in caves or hollows 
of old trees. Bears get very fat in 
the summer mo11ths, and pass away 
all the winter in their holes, ,vithout 
any food. They are of a savage 
nature, but do not often attack. men. 
If caught young they may be tamed. 
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WHITE or PoLAR BEARS are only 
found among the ice, in the very 
coldest parts of the world. They 
live chiefly upon seals and fish. 
They are larger and more ferocious 
than the Brown Bears, and a drove 
of them will sometimes attack a 
boat full of men. The love of the 
mother for her cubs is very great, 
and she will be tor11 i11 pieces 
before she will desert them. 
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B1s0Ns or BuFFALOEs, as they are 

often called, are found in great 

herds in the vast prairies of N ortl1 

America. The Indians almost de

pend upon them for subsistence ; 

their flesl1 is excellent food, their 

skins make warm robes, and their 

horns and hoofs are of much use. 

Buffalo hunting is a most exciting; 

though very dangerous sport. 
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THE ZEBU, or BRAHMIN BuLL, inha
bits many parts of Asia and Africa. 
In some places Zebus are held sacred 
to the Indian god, Brahma, and are 
never killed; but they are often used 
to draw carts and carriages. Their 
flesh is not so good as that of our 
ox, except the hump, which is of 
excellent flavour. They are of a 
white or ashy gray colot1r. They vary 
in size, some are as big as ot1r bt1ll, 
while others are no larger than sheep. 
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ZEBRAS are only to be caught in 
the so11tl1ern countries of Africa. 
They chiefly inhabit the moun

tains,' where they congregate i11 

immense herds. When they are 
attacl{ed, they form a circle with 
their heads in the middle, and 
present their heels to their enemy, 
whom they kicl{ ,vith great vio
lence. They can run very fast, but 
have very seldom been tamed for 
the use of mankind. 
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WILD AssEs are taller and more 
elegant in shape than our common 
Ass. They inhabit . Tartary and 
Persia, and other countries of Asia, 
w~1ere they are often caught and 
eaten by the i11habitants. They 
are ver'y difficult to tame, and it is 
not .known that one has ever been 
made serviceable to mankind. 
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GAZELLES are .a beautiful species 

of Antelope, which inhabit the 

north of Africa. Their limbs are 

light and slender, and their form is• 

very graceful. They run together 

in large herds, and when danger 

threatens, place · their young ones 

inside a circle, and turn .. their horns 

again~t the enemy. , · 
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KANGAROOS are found in Australia. 
They have very long hind legs and 
thick tails. Under the breast, the 
female has a curious pouch, into 
which the young ones jun1p ,vhen 
they think. they are in danger. 
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MONKEYS are chiefly found in Africa, 
but there are many different l{inds, 
and some of them inhabit India 
and the Indian Islands, and others 
America. They are for the most 
part a harmless race, Ii ving on 
fruits and the roots of trees, and 
are generally full of life and agility~ 
They vary much in size and form 
and colour. . They nurse their 
young with as much care as human 
beings, whom they imitate in many 
of their actions. 



CROCODILES are the largest of all 
reptiles. They inhabit the Nile, 
and other great rivers of Africa, 
and are very much dreaded by the 
natives, and by all animals that live· 
near them. They are very voracious, 
and immensely powerful -creatures : 
some specimens have been seen 
thirty feet in length. 
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THE HoRsE is of more use to man
kind than any other animal. He 

can carry a man on his back., or he 
can draw a gig, or a cart, or a 
plough. There are many kinds of 
horses. Soine can run very fast ; 

they are racers. Some can jt1mp 
well; the_y are hunters. And some 

are very strong, and can draw heavy 

loads; they are dray-horses. Horses 

feed on oats, and hay, a11d grass. 
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THE PoNY is a small kind of horse, 
which every lad knows. He is often 
used, to draw a little carriage, or for 
boys or girls to ride on. The Shet
land Pony, which comes from a11 
island near Scotland, is a great 
favot1rite, as he is handsome, and 
very strong. Some ponies can trot 
and gallop as fast as horses, bt1t they 
cannot carry heavy burdens. Ponies 
eat hay and corn in the stable, but 
in the fields they feed on grass. 
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THE Ass is a good friend to the poor 
man. He will eat almost anything 
that is given to him, and will work 
very hard. Poor thing ! he is often 
ill-treated by bad men and boys, 
and made to carry burdens that he 
can scarcely bear ; such foll{s do not 
gain much, for the ass will work 
more willingly for those who treat 
him well. On Hampstead Heath 
you may often see forty or fifty asses 
carrying little boys and girls. 
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THE MULE is a very useful animal. 

He can trot nearly as fast as the 

horse, and is stronger than the ass. 

In Spain, mules are very common, 

;tnd all the grandees ride on them. 

In Switzerland, mules are ridden 

across the mountains, because they 

are so sure of foot, and seldom fall. 

The father of the mule is a horse, 

and the mother is an ass. 
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THE Cow gives us milk, from which 
,ve mak.e butter and cheese. When 
you go on a visit to a farm-house, you 
must see Betty, the maid, . milk the 
cows ; and if you are good, she will 
give you a cup of nice warm milk. 
The young one of the cow is called 
a calf. We eat its flesh, which is 
veal; and with its sl(in we make our 
boots. The hide of the cow makes 
a strong leather, and the horns and 
hoofs are boiled do,vn into glue. 
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WHERE is there a boy or a girl who 
does not know the SHEEP? And who 
does not delight to walk in the green 
meadows, and see the young lambs 
at play 1 We eat the flesh of the 
sheep, and call it mutton ; we cut 
off his fleece to make it into coats 
and dresses for ourselves, and every 
part we turn to some use. In Aus
tralia there are immense flocks of 
sheep; often as many as fifty thou
sand belong to one man. 
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GRUNT, grunt, grunt ! Here is a 
fat Pia. She eats and eats till she 

·can hardly stand, and then she lies 

down and eats again. What a 

greedy thing ! Pigs like to roll in 
the mud, and make themselves dirty. 
,vhen little boys run about with 

dirty faces, and hands, and clothes, 

they look very like pigs, do they not! 
The female pig is called a Sow, and 
often has twenty young ones at a 
time. Is not that a large family ! 
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Is not this a fine-looking Doa ! He 
is an English BLOODHOUND. He is 
very strong, and can run as fast as 
a horse can gallop. His scent is so 
keen that he can follow a stag for 
miles, though he may not catch sight 
of him, and he is never known to 
give up the chase. Bloodhounds are 
not often seen now, but in former 
times they were used to catch men. 
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THrs is a SHEPHERD'S DoG. He is a 

very useful fellow. He protects the 
sheep at night when they are sleep
ing in the fold, and helps the shep
herd to drive them to marl{et. He 
is the most sensible of all dogs, anrl 
if he could but speak, would be of 
more service than many idle men 
and boys. When you are older 
you must re~d "Anecdotes about 
Dogs," which will tell you of their 
great sagacity. 
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SPANIELS are very useful dogs, and 
are great favourites. They are very 
affectionate, and will do as they 
are bidden like many other dogs. 
Water Spaniels will jump into a river 
or the sea, and fetch out a stick or 
anything else that is thro,vn in for 
them. And many a time has a 
Water Spaniel saved the life of a 
little boy or girl who has fallen 
into the water. 
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THE CAT is too well known to need 
much description. Nearly in every 
house in all parts of the world is 
"Pussy " seen sitting on the hearth
rug by the fireside, or lying by the 
window, basking in the sunshine. 
Cats are very use°ful in keeping 
away rats and mice from our store
rooms and pantries ; a11d k.ittens we 
know are the nicest play-fellows in 
the world for young children. 
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THE DEER is a beautiful creature. 
Did you ever pass through a park 
and see a herd of deer lie under the 
great trees, or watch them bounding 
across the lawns! Those are pretty 
sights. vV e eat the flesh of the deer, 
and call it venison. The horns are 
made into the handles of knives, and 
the skin is used for many purposes. 
There are many kinds of deer ; those 
we usually see are the Fallow Deer. 
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. THE GoAT is not so useful as the 
l 
sheep. It is true, the she-goat gives 

milk to children that are ill, and 
1 

goat's skin is made into many things; 

but the flesh is not fit for food, and 

'. the hair is good for little. Goats 
I 

ilove to climb high rocks, where they 

jump about with joy. They are 

: often made to draw little carriages, 
I 

: in which boys and girls ride, but 

, they are rather apt to be tricl{y. 
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HALLO! Master Fox, what are you 
looking at ! Is there a nice fat 
hen on the other side there that 
you would like for your dinner ~ 
Yes, I dare say you would ; but we 
want the hen to lay eggs for our 
breakfasts, so ·you had better be off, 
or the farmer's dog vvill see you, 
and you will have to run for your 
life, my fine friend. Some gentle
men keep hounds on purpose to 
hunt the fox with, and often hun
dreds of people follow the h.ounds. 
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RuN, Puss, run! make haste, and 
• you will get away from the dogs 
that I expect are chasing you. 
HARES are the most timid of all 
animals, and well they may be, for 
dogs, foxes, weasels, and great birds 
try to kill them ; but the Hares car1 
run so fast, that very often they 
escape from their cruel enemies. 
Hares mak.e little nests in the 
fields, called forms, and there they 
hide up during the day ; and in the 
evening they run about to feed. 
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TAME RABBITS are well known to all 
boys and girls; they are pretty pets, 
and if properly attended to, they are 
a nice amusement. Wild Rabbits 
live i11 great numbers together in 
holes i11 sa11dy hills; these places 
are called ,varrens, and very curious 
it is to sta11d near one and watch 
the little i11habitants as they pop 
out and bite the green leaves of the 
yot1ng trees, and then at the slightest 
noise jump back again to their holes. 
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THE GuINEA Pia, or CA vY, originally 
came from South America, bl1t is 
now found domesticated in almost 
every part of Europe. Guinea Pigs 
are cleanly little animals, about the 
size of a large rat, and are spotted 
over with patches of black. and 
orange. They have no tailso They 
feed on corn, vegetables, and tea
leaves. Their voice is a shrill kind 
of squeak, not very agreeable. 
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SauIRRELS are beautifl1l little animals 
that live in the woods, where they 
jump about from tree to tree all day 
long. They feed chiefly on nuts, 
acorns, beechmast, and the young 
shoots of trees, and convey their 
food to their mouth like rabbits 
with their fore feet. They gather 
up stores of food in the hollows of 
old trees, for winter time, when they 
are seldom seen abroad. 
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THE FERRET is a very bold and fero
cious little animal, vvhich is much 
used in England for catching rabbits 
and rats. In a wild state it is a 
native of Africa, and it cannot exist 
through the cold ,vinters here with
out it has a warm place to live in. 
The eyes of the Ferret are red and 
fiery, and its sliin is of · a dirty 
yellow colour. 
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THE v,r EASEL is a pretty little animal 
somewhat rese!fibling the Ferret, 
but not of st1ch a cruel disposition. 
Weasels are found all over England, 
and in many other countries. Their 
chief food is mice and little birds, 
but they sometimes kill young dt1cks 
and fowls, a11d have been known to 
attack rabbits and hares. They are 
of a red colour on the back, and 
white underneath. They do not 
often exceed seven inches in length. 
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WHO does not know our little friend 

the MousE, He lives in almost 
every house, and eats the same food 
as we do-the rascal. Mice are 
found in all countries that mankjnd 

inhabits, and always in men's dwell

ings~ No creatures have more ene

mies than they-cats, owls, snal{es, 

weasels, and many other animals 

destroy them continually, but some
how they never seem to decrease. 
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EAGLES live a1nidst dense forests, or 
on the top of high rock.s, wl1ere men 
can11ot approach them. They are of 
a savage nature, and so strong that 
they can carry away a lamb. This is 
the Golden Eagle, which is often see11 
in Scotland. There are many kind$. 
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VULTURES of different k.inds are 
fou11d in many parts of the world. 
They are large birds, nearly as strong 
as Eagles : they chiefly feed 011 tl1e 
dead bodies of animals. They can see 
to an i1nmense distance, and it is said 
that their sense of smell is verv acute. 

ti 
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THE PEREGRINE FALCON is f 011nd in 
nearly all Northern co11ntries. This 
is the bird wl1ich was used in 
Hawking in former days. It is very 
swift of flight, and will stril{e down 
herons and all s11ch birds at a blow. 
It is of a cruel disposition. 
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THE KITE is a well-k.nown bird of 

prey, vvhich is often found in Eng

land. It is very destructive to the 

fo,vls in farm .. yards, and l{ills also 

the hares, rabbits, and partridges. 

Kites bt1ild their nests at the top of 

high trees,over which they may often 

be seen hovering, watching for their 

prey, upon which they pounce down 

with one long swoop. 
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THE OsTRICH is found on the sandy 
plains of Arabia and Africa, over 
which it can run faster than the 
fastest horse. The female lays her 
eggs in the sa11d, and it is said leaves 
them there for the sun to hatch. 
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THE SECRETARY is a large bird, which 
lives in South Africa. It feeds on 
serpents, lizards, and all kinds of 
reptiles. If it can be caught when 
young, it may easily be tamed, and 
tat1ght to kill venomous creatures. 
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THE DEMOISELLE, or AFRICAN CRANE, 

is a graceful and bea11tiful bird. It 
feeds chiefly on grai11 and seeds, or 
insects., and often grows to be 1nore 
than three feet high. It is some
ti1nes found in India, where it fre
quents the banl{s of streams. 
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THE HERON is fot1nd in almost all 
countries in the world, and may 
often be seen in England. It is a 
solitary bird, a11d will stand for 
hours by a river ,vaiti11g for fish, 
which it seizes with great rapidity .. 
Herons build their nests on the top 
of high trees, a number of them 
together-just as rooks do. 
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PELICANS are natives of Africa and 
I11dia, and the countries by the 
Black Sea. They live upon fish, 
which they catch in the pouch 
t1nder their lo,ver bill, from which 
they feed their young. They inhabit 
desolate rocks and islands, far away 
from ht1man dwellings. The old 
story of the Pelican feeding its young 
ones with its own blood is a fable. 
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THE HooPOE is seen in 1nany co1111-
tries of Europe, b11t seldom visits 
England. It likes to build its nest 
on the tops of old decayed willow 
trees, and feeds on the i11sects it 
finds in marshy places. The crest 
and wings are of a beautiful colour. 
Its cry is a mela11choly sound, from 
which it takes its name. 
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CocKAToos are large vvhite Parrots. 
In Australia they fly in flocks, and 
utter such screams that they may 
be heard a mile off. Sometimes they 
cover many acres of ground. 
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THE CocK OF THE RocK is a native 
of 8011th America. It is a beautiful 
bird, of a bright yellow colour, and 
abo11t the size ~f a large pigeon. It 
is of a solitary nature, and only to 
be seen amidst wild rocks, where it 
hides up in the day, coming forth 
in the evening to feed. The crest 
on the head gives it an imposing 
appearance. 
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Tu-WHIT ! tu-whoo ! ! What voice 
is that, It is the cry of the OwL 
sitting in yonder t~"ee. He 011ly 
comes out at night-time, becat1se 
his eyes cannot bear the glare of 
the sun. Owls feed on mice and 
frogs, and little birds. They build 
their nests in barns, or in the hol
low trunk.s of old trees. 
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THERE are many different kinds 
of PIGEONS. This is the PASSENGER 

J?1GEON. In America these birds 
fly in such immense numbers that 
the very air is darkened by them, 
and where they alight and build 
their nests whole forests are broken 
and destroyed by their great weight, 
as they sit together on the branches. 
The villagers sometimes go out 
armed with every kind of weapon, 
and destroy them in large nt1mbers. 
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WILD PrGEONs, or STocK-DovEs, are 
to be found in most of the woody 
parts of the country. It is said that 
they migrate in the summer, and 
return when the cold weather begins; 
but many of them are to be found in 
England all through the summer. 
They are like tame Pigeons in their 
habits, and feed on corn and peas. 
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RooI{S are almost as well known to 

those who live in town as to country 

people. Every boy and girl has seen 

their nests, twenty together, on the 

top of high trees, and has heard 

their loud cawing as they wake up 

.in the morning, or return to their 

homes at evening. Rool{s are very 

useful to the farn1er, for they destroy 

thousands of insects which would 

'otherwise eat up his corn. Some peo

ple say that Rook-pie is very nice. 
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ARGUS PHEASANTS are very bea11tiful 
birds, which are only found in the 
Sot1th-east of Asia and the adjoin
ing islands. They live in the re
cesses of the woods, and are scarcely 
ever seen by mankind. 
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PARTRIDGES Ii ve in the fields ; they 

make their nests among the corn, or 

in the long grass. In the Aut11mn, 

men go with guns and dogs to kill 

them. The dogs find out where the 

birds are, and make them fly up; 

and then the sportsman shoots them 

-that is if he can, for very often he 

does not ai1n straight, and then the 

Partridges fly away. They usually 

fly in coveys of from four to sixtee11. 
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THE WHITE GRousE, or PTARMIGAN, 
has been see11 in most of the northern 
countries of Europe. In the High
lands of Scotland it is frequently 
met with. The Red Grot1se is a 
similar bird, which is to be found . in 
most of the ,vild heathy tracts of 
land in the North of England and 
in Scotland.. In August, every year, 
great numbers of sportsmen set out 
for the Moors and the Highlands, on 
pt1rpose to shoot Grouse. They are 
considered a great delicacy, and a 
high price is often paid for them. 
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THE SNIPE does not live in England 

all the year round, but in the Spring 

time flies away to more northern 

countries. Snipes delight in wet 

marsl1y grounds, where they are 

often sought by sportsmen, who con

sider them a great delicacy at the 

table. The W oodcocl{ is a similar 

bird, but larger. It prefers the woods, 

and two are seldom seen together. 

Woodcocks also fly away in Spring 

time, and return to us in the Autumn. 
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THE BLACKBIRD is the merriest 
songster of the woods. All the 
Spring and Summer long he begins 
to sing early in the morning, and 
the last thing of an evening you 
may hear him warbling his lively 
music. He is very fond of gardens 
and orchards, more especially where 
there are cherry and plum trees, for 
fruit seems to be his delight. Black.
birds build in bushes and low trees. 
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THE RING OuzEL is a little larger 
than the Blackbird, which it much 
resembles. Its colour is a dull 
black, and the breast of the male 
has on it a crescent of pure wl1ite 
feathers, which is not so appare11t 
in the female. Ouzels are chiefly 
found in wild and mountainous dis
tricts, which tl1ey visit in the sun1-
mer months only. They build their 
nests amid the moss in the rocks. 
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CucKoo ! CucKoo ! ! When we hear 

that'~ ,vell-k.nown voice" ,ve are sure 

that Spring-time has come, and tl1at 

the sweet flowers will soon appear 

in all their beauty. Do you know, 

-the Cuckoo is the only bird that 

does not make herself a nest. She 

al,vays lays her eggs in the nest of 

the hedge sparrow or other bird. 

Is she not a lazy thing 1 
74 



THE NIGHTINGALE is the sweetest 
singing bird that we have in Eng
land. He 11ever gives us l1is song 
till the evening, when it is begin
ning to get dusk; and then, when 
other birds are asleep in their nests, 
he pours out his melodio·us notes till 
the ,vhole air is filled. The Night
ingale is of a rusty bro,vn colour, 
with a white throat and belly. 
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THE KINGFISHER is a little bird of 
very beautiful plumage, which is 
often seen flying near the banks of 
streams; for it delights to feed on 
fish, which it seizes as they swim 
near the top of the water. In olden 
times, the Kingfisher was called the 
Halcyon. 
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THE BLUE-BIRD is as dear to children 
in America as the Robin is to us. 
Its back is of a beautiful deep blue 
colour mixed with purple. It sings 
a sweet song, and flies about houses 
and barns, just like 011r Robin, and 
builds its nest in old apple trees. 
It is a very tame bird, and often 
comes to the windows or hops 
through the open doors of cottages 
in search of food. 
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AND here is our dear little RoBIN ! 

Who does not know him, and love 

him too? In the cold winter time, 

when all other songsters have flown 

to warmer lands, the Robin ~ 

with us and si11gs us his charming 

song. Is he not a brave fellow! 
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WHERE is there a little boy or girl 

who does not know the LARK 1 Who 

has not seen him soaring in the 

blue sky, filling all the air with his 

beautiful song ; and who has not 

seen him imprisoned in a narrow 

cage, and singing even there-as 

though his little heart would breal{ 

-in praise of the green fields 1 It 

is a cruel thing to imprison a Lark 

who is always trying to esc~pe-ever 

trying to rise towards the warm sun. 
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THE DARTFORD WARBLERS are not 
very often met with ; for they are 
so fond of retirement and seclusion, 
that they seldom approach the dwell
ings of men. They often build their 
nests in the middle of furze bushes ; 
and in walking over a country com
mon you may frequently hear their 
warbling song, without being able to 
discover the1n. They are of a deep 
brown colol1r, with the throat and 
breast of a reddish purple. 
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TnE GoLDFINCH is the prettiest of 
little Englisl1 birds, and though his 
coat is so smart, he can boast of 
more than the Peacock or the Phea
sant-he can sing a good song. He 
is a vain little fello,v, fond of look.ing 
at himself in the glass-he is easily 
ta1ned, and 1nay be taught many 
little trick.s. Goldfinches build a 
very neat little nest, ,vhich they 
line ,vith soft moss. The eggs are 
very pretty; they are of a. whitish 
colour, marl{ed ,vith p11rple spots. 
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THE BuLLFINCH is one of the most 
mischievous birds that ever comes 
into our orchards-for he ,vill eat 
fruit ripe or unripe. He sings a 
very pleasing song, and can be made 
to imitate the notes of many other 
birds. The breast and throat of the 
Bullfinch are of a bright crin1son 
colour ; the back is lead colour ; 
and the head and wings are blacl{. 
Bt1llfinches build their nests i11 

hedges. The eggs are of a bluish 
,vhite colo11r, marked ,vith spots. 
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THE CANARY is too well known to 

need descriptio11. You cannot enter 

many homes without finding one of 

these lively pets, pouring out his 

song from his cage by the window. 

These birds first came from some 

islands in the A tla11 tic, called the 

Canary Islands, ,vhere they fly 

about as wild a11d as plentiful as 

Sparrows in England. In their 

native place, Canaries are of a dusky 

grey colo11r. 
83 F 2 



SPARROWS are found in almost every 
part of Europe and Asia, but not in 
America. They are the boldest of 
all little birds, hopping about under 
our very feet in the streets of cities, 
and sitting on our window-sills in 
the country, or eating our fruits in 
the garden, or our corn in the fields. 
They build large loose nests of straw 
and twigs, often under the eaves of 
stables and barns, or on high trees. 
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THE THRUSH is another famous 

songster. His note is not so loud 

as the Blackbird's, but perhaps it is 

more sweet and varied. He is very 

fond of fruit, and you may con

stantly see him hopping about the 

flower-borders in search of insects. 

Blackbirds and Thrushes build their 

nests in ~rees, and lay pretty eggs. 

In Scotland and many parts of 

England the Thrush is called the 

Mavis and the Blackbird the Merle. 
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THE TrT~rousE is a pretty active little 
bird, that is found in almost every 
garden. The 'Titmouse family are 
celebrated for the clever nests they 
build at the end of bra11ches of 
trees, often overhanging the water, 
where no reptile can get near the1n. 
The \ \' REN is a smaller bird than 
the Titmouse. He sings a sweet 
little song, and stays ,vitl1 us all 
the Winter. 
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THE PEACOCK is the most bea11tiful 

of large birds. When you see him 

strutting about upon a green law11, 

spreading 011 t his fine tail in the st1n, 

he looks as proud as an emperor. 

Nothing can be more splendid 

than his plumage. His voice is 

nothing more than a scream. 
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THE TuRKEY is a fine bird, and 
,vhen a flock are wall~ing across a 
field, with their heads all up and 
their tails ot1tspread, they look very 
grand. . At Christmas time there is 
sad havoc made a1nong the turk.eys, 
for almost every one ,vl10 can afford 
it buys one for a Christmas dinner ; 
u11d ,vho ,vishes for a better 1 
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CocK-A-DOODLE-noo ! Here's a fine
looking fellow, with his head up as 
though l1e ,vere King of the Farm
yard, ,vith his twenty ,vives,-the 
I-Iens,-and his fifty children,-tl1e 

, 

chickens. The CocK cro,vs at sun-
rise, to wake up the household and 
tell the1n it is time to be at work, 
a11d that he wants his breakfast. 
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W IIAT graceful bird is this 1 It is 
a SwAN, with her young one. See, 
ho,v she bends her long neck and 
spreads out her great ,vings to catch 
the breeze. Swans pass almost all 
their time swimming in the vvater. 
They cannot ,vall{ ,vell upon the 
ground, because their feet are 
webbed, like a Duck's. A young 
S,van is called a Cygnet. 
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HA VE yot1 ever seen a floe~ of GEESE 
011 a common 1 ,,1hat a noise they 
mak~e, hissing and cackJing ,vhen 
any one goes near them. They are 
very 11seful birds. The beds we lie 
on are 11sually made of their fea-_ 
thers; the pens we write with come 
from their wings ; and a goose, you 
know, gives us a capital dinner. In 
some co11ntries there are thousands 
of vVild Geese, ,vhich live in marshy 
places, and by lakes and rivers. 
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QuACK ! quack. ! ! ":hat hav.e you 
to say, Mrs. DucK 1 Oh, I am only 
calling to my little ones to come 
and tal{e their morning bath. The 
dear little creatures, see how ,vell 
they s,vim ! there never were such 
good children as mine. I dare say 
not, Mrs. Duck; by and by, when 
they grovv older, we will try so1ne 
of them. 

92 



TnE TEAL is a small kind of Duck, 
which is ofte11 found on inland lakes, 
ponds, and marshy grounds, in the 
winter-time. In the summer Teals 
emigrate to colder climates. 1~hey 
are much sought for by sportsinen, 
,vl10 esteem them a great delicacy 
for the table. They build their 
nests a1nid the roots of rusl1es by 
the water's edge, and the female 
lays about a doze11 reddish-wl1ite 
eggs, of the size of a Pigeo11' s. 
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HOME LESSON BOOKS. 
Price One Shilling each, 

THE HOME PRIMER. 
illustrated with One Hundred Engravings. 

THE HOl\'IE BOOK OF 

NATURAL HISTORY. 
Illustrated with One Hundred Engravings. 

THE HOME GRAMMAR. 
Illustrated with Engravings. 

THE HOME LESSON BOOK. 
Being the above in One Volume, handsome cloth, 

suitable for a PRESENT, 3s. 

HOME STORY BOOKL 
Price One Shilling eac!i. 

THE WELL-BRED DOLL. 
Illustrated with Twelve large Engravings. 

THE DISCONTENTED CHICKENS. 
With Eight large Engravings. 

THE HISTORY OF LITTLE JANE. 
illustrated with Eight large Engravings. 

THE HOME STORY BOOK. 
Being the above in One Volume, uniform with 

the Home Lesson Book, price 3s. 

*** T!te above may be had separately with Coloiwed 

Platt!s and gilt edges, price 2s. 6d each . 
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