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MY FRIENDS.

In risiag to explain, and enforce
by argument, the objects for which this assem-
bly was convened, I beg leave to trespass
‘upon your patietce a short time, while I ad-
dress to you some rewarks wupon one of the
most detestable vices, that ever disgraced the
morals of any Country.— All of you I doubt
not, know to what I allude INTEMPERANCE
like a-brooding pestilence has spread its bane-
ful influence over our land, and there are few
families into which it has not entered in some
shape or degree.

The use and abuse of ardent spirits have
proved the prolific source of so many evils,
that we are londly called upen to oppose some
powetful barrier to their further progress. As
long as Intemperance is so common and oc-
eurs so frequently as it does, at present, so
Jong must the religion and morality of the
country labour under a foul stigma and so
long are we liable to be branded with the ap-
pellation of an intemperate 2nd inmoral peo-
ple. To render this accusation lessjustly ap-
plicable to us, by endeavouring to suppress ail
Intempefance, is the maio object of Temper-
ance societies, ‘

They are voluntary associations of men,
who unite together for the noble purpose of
concentrating the moral energies of the’Coun-
try, in order to banish from amoungst us a mon-
ster of iniquity who is daily adding to the num-
ber of bis hapless and wretched victims. But
if men of virtue and morality will uoite in
firmly opposing this demoralising vice, if they
will upon every occasion reprobate tue prac-

tice of spirit drinking, and hold it in open de-
testation, it must finally grow into disuse, the
drunkard will bé ashamed to show his face and
if not finally reclaimed, he will at all events
be obliged to seek .the covert of darkness for
the gratification of his vitiated appetite. Then
our ears will no longer be painfully wounded
by the profane language, norour eyes offen-
ded 'with "the disgusting spectacle of those
who seem anxious to counteract the benevo-
lent designs of their Creator, by debasing
themselves beneath the level of those brutes
who were intended by Ompiscience to be
vastly inferior, to man in the great scale of
ereation. Then also” we might apply to the
practice of the few habitual drunkards, that
would remain amongst us, the Apostles obser=
vation, “ they that be drunken; are diunken

dinthe pight.” But at present this foul vice

stalks abroad with shameles front in the full
blaze of the noon day’s sun, as il no degree of
infamy were attached to the practice of it.
The drunkard feels no compunctions of con-
science, he experiences no sensations of
shame, when gloryirg in his debauchery and
telling over his drunken adventures. Nay, he
seems even in many instances to pride himself
npon. his excesses and to boast of the quantity
of liquor that he can. pour down his throat.
The evil then has attained to an alarming
height, when that vice which ought to-make
the committer of it, ashamed to shew his face,
is now made a matter of boasting.; Whea.
such is the state of morality in our country,
will any man, I do not say of religious, but
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even of ‘mora} principles deny that there exists
an urgent necessity, of devising some method
by which a stop may be put to so alarming an
evil. ‘Ifit be admitted thatitisnecessary that
sontethiig should. -be done: tg check the pro-
gress of Intemperance, we ablain a concession
in our favour and an argument for the Institu-
tion of a Temperance Society amongsi us,
These Societies have beea attended with bene-
ficial and salatary consequences in other pla-
ces, & why then should mot one-produce some
good effect in this neighbourhood, where there
certainly exists a great necessity of employing
some means {0 avert from us the evils which
are the inevitahle effects of intemperance.—
Bot perhaps those who are at present averse
to joining such a society. may have their ob-
jections removed after I.have detailed 1o them
more particularly some of the evils of Intem-
perance. 'These shall.notice in considering
1’s effects upen the property, health, and life,
reputation and temporal and eternal happi-
ness of the drunkard.
"That drunkenness .is necessarily injuriong
to a man’s property will I doubt not be gener-
ally admitted. In whatever condition of life
the druokard may be situated, the ruin of his
terporal possessions must be the necessary
consequence of his Intemperance. If heisa

fatimer you may easily discern his habits of
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Militia Musters, when working on the roads,
at raisings or bees, or wherever there is a
company collected together, there you be sure
to see the drunken farmer reeling about, ren-
dering himself ridiculons and 'plunging stiit
deeper into the gulf which bas already nearly
swallowed him up. The next thing that you
hear of him, is that his farm is mortgagedy
that executions are out against his propérty,
that the Constable and the Sheriffs frequently
visit him, and at length the remains of his ance
ﬂouushmg property are put up at Sheriff’s sale
in order to pay his debts. In the mean time
his family being dispossessed of a honse in
which to live, become a burden to his relations,
or are cast unfriended upon the charity of the
publick, while he, the author of their woes
becomes a vagabonda nd a wanderer upon the
face of the earth, and at length terminates his
wretched existence by some disgraceful death,
and frees the earth from the presence of a

miserable being, who had long been a curse to

- himself, and a disgrace to all connected wilh

bim. Thisbrief sketch is not exaggerated, in
a thousand instances it falls far below the reali-
ty. Iudeed the pen cannot describe, nor is
Ink black enough to enumerate half the dark
catalogue of those miseries which befal the
unfortunate votaries of Intemperance.

Again, is he a merchant, his miad becomes

Tatemperance by their effects ; Are his fences so completely disordered, that he is totally
thrown down; are hiscrops choked with weeds, unqualified for condncnng his business, his
are his uewhbours cattle running over his credit becomes impaired, he gradually loses
farm, do hlS own cattle resemble Phanoah s his custom, his creditors begin to press bimn,
fean kine, do you see him creeping abont in a and bhe is fioally compelled to abscond from
listless maener, with slouched hat and ragged the country, orio'spend many of his days’in
clothes, cursing and swearing at his teams prison. Is he a mechanic, you can never get
and out of humour with every one about him ? your work don3, he proinises it shall be fin-
If you ebserve all or most of. these signs, you ished by such a day, you go for it, but he is
may |mmed|ately say to yourself this ;man isa not at home, you enquire wheré he is, and
drupkard, and baving formed this conclusion find that he has speat the day at the tavern—
may easily picture to yourself a sketeh of you go again and find him sleeping off the ef-
his fatare life. In the first place you may be fects of his excess, however he tells you, he

stire be is in debt, he is a constant attendant
upon saturday and other courts, he spends a
great derl of time in this manner unnecessa-
rily, and looses a great deal more dmmg the
time that he is under the influenee of the ine-
briating poison. Upon every public occasion
is sure to be drunk—At Towa meetings, at

is sick and has been so unwell that he conld
not finish your work, he has had a fever, the
rheumatism, a chohx, or some other complaint,
while in your own mind, yon are well assured
that be has only been visited by an attack of
the wluskev fever.—In a short time afterwards
you hear that the lavern keeper and the met-
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chant obtain an execntion upor bis property
which is divided between them, while the un-
fortanate wretch is left e\\nrely destitute, and
compelled to witness the misery he has brotwht
upon his belpless and innocent family, who are
necessarily made partaizers of his misery.—
Thus we see how destructive Iutemperavce i is
to the property of the drunkard,

It is equally injurious to his health. Many
indeed, seew to think it1s not so hurtful as it
is generally represented to be, yet that it is so,
is a fact confirmed by experience and by the
testimony of the most respectalile physicians.
“ They uniformly assert that the use of ardént
spirits, 'in any .case may (with very few ex-
ceptions) be Ppronounced an abuse reproba[ed
by every consideration whether buman or di-
vine.” Inaveport of the comumittee of the
Philadelphia medical society, published in
1829, we fiad the followmg sensible fangunage.

—¢Your Committee in enquiring into the des-
tructive effects of drunkenness, and the deep
stake which the society has in preveating them,
have not'Telt any great room or necessity for
an enlarged discassion.—The disastrous con-
sequeuces of this degrading pracuce are un-
bappily but too apparent to'every one who
wilnesses with a huwmane interest, the good
and evil fortunes of his fellow creatwres. VVe
behold them in -the destruction. of health,
strength, riches, and respectability, and ac-
cording to the views which Religion bas given
us of the counsels of the supreme, in the fu-
ture misery of an immortaisoul.” The Coni-
mittee then proceed to ennumerate maoy dis-
eases which are occasioned solely by the ‘use
of ardent spirits and mention others of which

1hey are the indirect cause—they assért also-

that  in times of pestilence, those who in-
dulge in intoxication, are more severely af-
fected and retain less starina to resist the on-
setof the malady.” Again they say thatin
cases of, wounds and fractures, it is wuch
more d!fﬁcult to cure the man of intemperate
habits (ban .the sober man. The Author of
the Journalof Health (a work published in
Philadelphia by an association of Physicians,)
hold the following language—* The bloated
face,” and tremblm“ hand,—indigestion and
dropsy, diseased liver and kidueys, are com-
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men and acknowledged effects of intern-
perance. By this word intemperance, we do
not mean merely dronkenness, but the prac-
tice of daily stimulating beyond their healthy
and regular beats, the heart and blood vessels,
by potations of vinous, mali, or distilled li-
quors. It is-not perhaps so generally known,
say they, that the man of intemperate babits,
is prone to maduess, and of course liable to
become the inmate of an hospital or lunatic
asylum. The instances of temporary mad-
ness in drunkards are very  common; after
some days they may recover by proper medi-
cal treatment, but if they return to their evil
habits, they are exposed to fresh-attacks which
finally prove fatal. A ‘wound or a fractured
limb which in commoun healthy constitutions
would soon heal, will often expose to {renzy
the bhabitual drunkard and be the immediate’
cause of his death. The chances of recovery
from auy disecase whatever, are infinitely less
for the drunkard than the sober man. When
the small pox "prévailed so extenmsively in this
city (Philadelphia) in 1823-4, we never kuew
of a drunkard who recovered from an attack
of the natural disease, that is where neither
vaccination nor innocalation had been prac-
tised,—He for the most part died delirious.”®

These quotations from a very respectable
Medical publication, prove the ruinous effects
of intemperance upon the health, - Indeed its’
disastrous consequences are so obvious, that it
is almost superfluous to quote the autherity of
Physicians on the subject.  Every individual
has unfortunately too many opportunities af-
forded him, of witnessing its destructive effects.
More (han half theaceidents that we read of
in the papers, or witness ourselves, happen in
consequence of this vice, and more than balf
the crimes that stain the morsls of any coan-
try, and that bring the unbappy authors of
thetn (o an untimly end, may he traced to this
source of iniquity, 'T'he testimony of Sir Ma-
thew Hale (a Judge, whose name will ever be
esteemed one of the ornaments on the list of
the English Bench) fully bears out my last
assertion. 'That eminent Judge says, ** The
place of Judicature, which [havé long held

* Journal of Health, Vol 1, Nao. 1.
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in this kivgdom, has given.me opportunity to
observe the original cause of most of the
enormities that have been comuitied for tue
space of near twenty years, and by a due ob-
servation, [ have found, that if 'the murders
and manslaughters, the burglaries and robbe-
ries, the riots and tumults, the adulieries 20d.
other great enormities that have bappeaned in
that time, were dividied into five parts, four
of them have been the issue and product of
‘excessive drinking, of Tavern and ale-house
Dieetings.” Sometbing siwmilar o this is the
iestimony of My. Poynder.  In his evidence
-before the Euglish House' of Commons, that

Gentleman said—* Neatly all the coavicts for.

murder, with whom I have conversed, have
admitted themselves to hove been uader the
tnfluence of spirits at the time of the act, and
¥ am fully persuaded, thatin all the trials for
murder which fake place, with very few (if
any) exceptions, it would appear on investi-
galtion, ‘that the criminal had in the first in-
srance delivered uvp his mind to the brutaliz-
ing effect of spiritaous liquors.”  The late
Dr. Millar observes, *“I amn: coovinced, that
considerably more than one eighth of all the
deaths that take place ia Loudon, ia persons
above twenty years old, happen prematarely
through excess in dvisking ardent spirits.” —
It is estimated also that inthe nited States,
more than one pinth of the deaths that occur,
are io consequence of drunkeuness. And “it
lias been computed, that since the introduct-
ion of ardent spirits into common use, wore
victims have fallen by it alone, thaa by the
sword and pestilence within the sate peviod.”
These ealculations ought snrely to be sufficient
to fill the humane and reflecting mind with
-sovraw, for the miserable infatnation of his fel-
Jow creatures, aud at the sawe time shoudd
-rouse him to eudeavour, if possible, (o stay
the further progress of the pestilence. But
havisg epumerated a few of its evils in regard
to: health and hife, let us vext ewquire what
are its effects upon the character aud reputa-
tion of the drunkard. i
. Behold yon usforiunate being in human
shape, staggering alopg the road, with dogs
barking at his heels, and idie buys making
sport of him, while the air rescunds with bis
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curses and blagphemies.—~That man was once
a respectable member of the community ; bis
wind was stored with useful knowledge ; his
society was courted by all who knew him, and
his fiiendship was esteemed and desired.==
His Judgment was relied upon in affairs of im=
portance, and his friends and his neighbours
sulicited, and acted upon his friendly and ju-
dicious advice. Every one thought himself
bappy in being noticed by him, he was a bles-
sing to his fiieads, and he possessed the esteem
and goodwill of the whole neighbourhood.—
But alas ! beloldthe sad reverse! What is
he vow.? Tiie pest of society, a disgrace to
hisconpections, and a curse to the whole neigh-
bourhood. Those who formerly courted his
acquaintence pow shun bim as they would a
noisowe pestilenec—hé is avoided by every re-
spectable person, for no man of movral or vir-
tuous principles wouid soffer himself to be
contaminated by his presence. No one pays
hiw the leas: respect or attention. - His advice
is'no jonger sought after, neither is his Judg-
mentdepeaded upon, s friends mourn over
his degraded state : his relatjves are compell-
ed to tlush when bis name’ is mentioned, and
feel ashamed (o own the relationship. In
short bie is exposed to mivgled feelings of con-
tempt and pity, from the wise aud virtuous,
and to the scorv aud derision of foolish and
wortiiless men.—Dvreadiul degradation ! that ¢
une who was once so respeciable, should be-
cowe the laughing stuck of idie men, the butt
and jest of ibe profligate and abaudoned.
Goud God!.is it possible that any nan
can listen to these details, without solemnly
determining to renounce forever the use of a
poison, which entails upon its hapless victims .
such lamentable consequences °—Cun any
unfortunate being, already evtangled intha
suares of this Seipent listen o these accounts,
and yet hag still closer to bis bosowm the moa-
ster that is ‘sucking his lifs' blood from his
heart.  Can be suil return to his bessitiug sin,
like the ** dog to his_,vomiting, and the sow to
ber wallowiug in the mire P But [ have nat
yetdone ; 1lave yet to consider its effecis
upon the leinporal and eternal happiness of the
dm.nkard. 16 tiie possession of moral “and
religios feelings, f & moderate share of pro-
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perty, of good health, and unblemished repu-
talion, are necessary to the happivess of an
individual, the drunkard being destitute of all
these must necessarily be unhappy. If 1o
have feelings deadened against shame ; if to
be contemned, pitied, or despised by all a-
round him if to be diseased ia body and mind;
if to be ruined in circumstances and burdened
with debts; if to be shuned by the virtuous, and
derided by the profligate are sufficient to de-
stroy happiness, the ahandoned drunkard must
‘be destitute of temporal happiness.

But there is a fatal consequence of intem-
perance, more dreadful than any I have yet
enumerated, which is that it necessarily causes
the irremediable loss of eternal happiness, it
irrecaverably destroys the soul.  Within the
dark catalogue of vices practised by the sin-
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P
already said By the miseries it occasions to the
drunkard himself, but let what has been said
suffice—1 must however. mention a few of the
miseries it entails upon his unfortuoate family,
as well as bimself. Truly unfortupate indeed
are those hapless beings who are obliged to be
dependant upon a drunkard, and connected
with him by what ought to be the endearing
ties of wife and children. We will suppose
then while temperate, be was the husband of
a loving and affectionate wife, the tender fa-
ther of a lovely family of. healthy and happy
children. With a cheerful countenance and
contengied mind, his footsteps brushed away

~the earlv dew, and he inbaled the freshness of

the morning air, 2s he walked to his diurpal
occupations., His wife. beheld his departure,
though but for a few hours) with fond regret,

wer, ‘thereis not one more fearfully certaio of her eyes wishfully followed him, and with

leading. to destruction, thao this abominable
practice of drunkenness. No sinneris so dif
ficult lo convert as the drunkard ; none so in-
accessible to argument ; so dead to shame ;so
impervious to ‘the reproachesof conscience,
the persuasiens of reason, or the threatenings
of Scripture, as the drunkard. There is none
who so (requently offends his maiter by pro-
faniog his holy name, by mingling. it with in-
.deceat expressions, by using’it in Bacchana-
lian songs, and by consigoing bis own soul to
perdition, as the druankard. There is none
who'is so easily led on by Satan to the com-
mission of erime—uone who is so easily incit-
ed  to deeds of lust and debauchery—none
\\'hqsi‘?assions are more easily excited—none
who i5.likely 1o be engaged in riotous outrages
against the peace and safety of his neighbour,
as the drankard. Who th%n so likely asthe
drunkard to be consigned to the realms of un-
uticrable woe, . Bat that eternal misery must
be.the inevitable portion of the drunkard, is a
fact that rests not inerely on the deductions of
human reasoniny, but upon the basis of ever-
lasting truth.  If there is any dependance to
be placfd vpon the veracity of. the Scrip-
turcs, we wust believe that no “ drunkard
“ghall inherit the Kingdom of God.”

Alas! what end is there to the evils produ-
cad by intemperance, whare shall 1 stop !—it
would Le easy to double or treble what Ihave

~of their ‘indulgent and. happy parent.

a grateful heartshe thanked the Almighty Fa-
‘ther of mercies, that she was blessed with a
soher, industrious, and affectionate husband.
Light and cheerful was the untroubled heart .
of that loving wife, her affections were placed
upon a busband whom she deemed worthy of'
them, and she felt an honest pride in calling
hitn her own. At eve when with the ruddy
glow of health on his check, he returned from
his employments, the glad heart of his wife
thrilled with the liveliest: emotions of joy at
the sweet music of bis well known voice, and
his beloved children bounded forth with play-
ful ‘gambols, to hail and welcome the return
His
evening repast finished, with his wife sitting
beside him, and his innocent children amusing
themselves around; until the time for repose
sbould come, he related the several incidents
of the day, or read to the beloved partner of

his joys, some useful and instructive book.—

Then-having effered up their evening sacrie
fice of praise and gratitude, and having tanght
the infant tongue to lisp thanksgiving to its
maker, they retired, to enjoy )

** Tired pature’s sweet restorer, balmy sleep”— -

Thus happily passed his days along. The
centre of a bappy circle, cheerful, goed na-
tired and imdulgent, the smile of gladness was
visible on cvery cheek, every eye beamed with
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’gy, and evety heart rejoiced at his approach. tion he fell, by his occasional indulgences,

is family were happy io his company, and
his presence was always a source of pure de-

Cursed then be the fatal vice, that cast a
blight upun this fair scene of domestic harmo-
py and love. Yea forever reprobated be the
maligiant pestilence, that covered with the
blackest clonds, a sky once so serene and fair
that caused his unfortunate yet affectionate
wife, such unutterable woes ; thal made his
children beggars, and himself an ovtcast from
snciety. That pestilence was—liquor. Inan
evil hour he met with an enemy, in the guise
-of a friend; yes his own familiar friend in
whom he trusted, deceived him. On.some
festive occasion he lured him to what he call-
ed a scene of innocent conviviality., The
Jaugh and the joke went round, the sparkling
glass was freely circiilated, he formed new ac
quaintances with men celebrated for wit and
humour, bis_ new compani.as’ swore elernal
friendshiy, the credulous fool believed them
and added his laugh and joke to thews. His
prineiples indeed prevented him from imme-
diately planging info excess, he draok but
moderately, yet the charm was upou him.—
He sought their company again, again -his
8pirits became exbilerated, again the song and
the loud laugh were heard among them, the
flaitering languag: of bis new friends soon
made him fancy that he also was a wit, and
his visits to their accustomed place of meeting,
were again and again repeated. The more
he estranged himself from his family, the more
distasteful did be find the pleasures of do-
mestic happines. For a time indeed, he was
unconscious of his danger. The tender soli-
eitnde of his wife, first tool the alarm, but hier
mild reproaches were at first laughed off, as ill
founded and owing only 1o her fond, though
unnecessary alarm. By degrees however,as
he became conscious to himseif that these re-
proaches were just, he determined to refrain,
still be thought 1t unnecessary to wake an en-
tire sacrifice of his pleasure, hie would indeed
indulge in them more seldom thav e had doae,
persuaded that he always possessed sufficient
moral resolation 16 free himself from the habit,
'if it became dangerows. In this fatal resolu-
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he at length became an abandoned sot. He

fell not however without a final struggle, but

hé commenced that struggle too late. He
commenced it when the vccasional indulgence
had gradually become a coofirmed habit, he
commenced it when bis feeliugs of sensibility
had beconie blunted, and deadened ; when his
moral resolution was enfeebled, and when he
was incapable of that high and euaergetic re-
solve, which was necessary to burst asunder
the bands that were wreathed around birh.—
Lamentable ghange! where was now that
once happy and loving wife, whose sinile uvsed
to reward him for all bis toils, and where those
cleanly dressed and lovely children, the sight
of whose innocent sports used to convey pleas-
use to his ooee parental heart. Alas! these
fair scenes of bliss are vanished for ever.—
That wife baving for a long time nourished ia
secret the worm of unavailing sorrow that was
preying upon her life, having ofteu with ths
tenderest tears of love implored lam to refrain
and yet implored in.vam, at last sunk beneatht
the pressure of her woes and died brolcen hear«
ted. Those childred once so clesn and heal»
thy, are now covered with the squalkd rags of
poverty, and are compelled to be dependent
upod the charity of others for their daily sup-
port. Oh my brethren, if there is in this au-
dienee, aony individual who is conscious to
bimself, that he has already acquired a fond-
ness for what is termed jovial company and a
cheerful glass, I would warn that man, [ would
most solemnly warn him, as be values his tem-
poral and eternal happiness, to stop in time.—
Delays my friends are in your case fatally
dangerous, the enemy daily tholigh secretly
receives accession to his forces, he inakes trai-
tors of your affections aod desires, he enga-
ges your passions in bis service, and if you
should nof instantly rouse yourself to the com-
bat, you will never be able to subdue .bin.—
Believe me my friends, when this besetting sin,
this infatuating vice has had time to emwine
itself around your heart, to insiouate itself
into your dearest wishes, to enter deeply ivto
your every thought and desire, it will be hard,
very hard to subdue it. In escaping fromits
power, you have to break through chains thas
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time and habit bave closely rivetted about yeu, it 1o come in contaet with it. for  its touch is

(and strange infatuation) have even made death.”
dear to you.  You have to contend agaiust a necessary

powerful foe of deep malignity who has alrea-
dy made a strong lodgment in your sowl,
stantly then apply yourself to the
crushing the fell tyrant within yon.
But it may perhaps be objected that a cheer-
ful glass now and then &an do no barm, that
the evils which have been pointed out, are,the
consequences of the intemperate and not of the
temperate use of ardent spirits —and that there-
fore provided a person malkes but a temperate
use of them there is no need of lotal abstinence.
Delusive argument ! how often has such spe-
cious reasoning lured on the unhappy victim of
intemperance, from glass to glass unconscious
of his  danger till 1t is too late, when he starts
as from a tranee and finds himself strangling
in the folds of a deadly serpent, which had
been insiduously entwined around him. I say
not that every ooe who makes a moderate use
of ardent spirits will eventually become an
habitual drunksard.  God forbid that such
should be the case. = Baut [ say, and again re-
peat the assertion, that it 1s dangerous (o advo-
cate the moderate usé of ardent spirits, since
in too many instances it inseusibly leads on to
the immoderate abuse.of them. . ‘

It is the temperate nse of them that has fill-
ed our country with drunkards; for every be-
sotted creature whom we behold, the pity of
the gond, and the derision of the profligate,
was once a temperate wan. . When he first be-
gan to take the friendly glass, he had pot the
remotest idea that he should ever becoime a
confirmed sot, he would have trembled at the
‘thought, his feelings wonld have revolted at
the supposition. No man sets out in life with
the stedfast purpose of .becoming a drunkard ;
he'is led on 1o it gradually and from various
causes, Man is so much the creature of cir-
cumstances, that any thing extraordinaty oc-
curring in his affairs, and affecting his pros-
pects a life, will often make adrunkard of
uint, who had previously indulged only ina
moderate prediliction for strong drink. ~ Like
the fascinating lure of the Serpent, it is dan-
gerous to look wpon it, still more- dangerous is

bim to endure farigue.
In- zupported by fact ; isit supported by the testi«
task of mony of those, who having made the human
frame the subject of theit studies & should be

But says the objector a little of it is
when a man works hard to enable
But is this assertion

best acquainted with its physical powers.—
What say Physicians? The authors of the
Journal of health, to which I have already al-
luded say, “That the labouring classes of
whatever colodr, and in whatever climate livs
ing, bever stand in need of the vonatural ex-
citement produced by ardent. spirits.  Whe-
ther on sea or shore, such persons will best
preserve their health by entire abstinence from
these drinks.”” ¢ [n physical strength, ip the
capability -of enduring labour and fatigue, in
the vigour and cleariers of the intellectual
powers, the individuals whose drink is confin-
ed entirely to water, far exceeded those who
substituted for the pure element distilled or
fermented liquors.” Thus we see that the tes-
timony of Physicians proves that sirong drink
does not niake a man any stronger, it does
hot enable him to endure fatigue or labour as
well as pure water, nor is it as beneficial to his
health~ N
“Ohmadness! to think vse of strong wines,
And strongest drink our chief support of health,
When God (with these forbiddes) made choice
to rear -
Hismighty champion, strong above compare,’
Whose drink was only from the quid brook.”-
But at all events says the advocate for the
moderale use of ardent spirits, you will allow
that a litile is absolutely necessary, after long
exposure to the cold, or to wet, or even to
extreme heat. Indeed my friend§ I will not
admit it, and ro confirm my view of the matter
we will again refer to enlightened and con-
scientious. Physicians.  * They utterly deny
the necessity of ardent .spirits to the labourer.
in heat and cold, and séason wet and dry.—~
Substitutes more salutary mav in cases of ex-
posure to drenching rains, be adopted.  Mo-
lases, hot water, and ginger, followed. by a
warmt and fine garmvent, are the best correc.
tives of the chill.  What is the effect of the
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sudden flash of liquid fire compared.with the
genial warinth obtained by these wmilder
means 2’ Thus much for their benefits in
cases of cold and wet, let us next enquire
what are their effects in case of extreme heat.
Dr. Rush very justly remarks, “that we

might as well throw oil into a bouse the roof

of which wus on fire, in order to prevent the
flames from extending to tbe inside, as to
pour ardent spirits into the stomach, to lessen
the éffects of a hot sun upon the skin.” I
have thus proved to you from the testimeny of
respectable Physicians, that'ardent spirits are
not necessary for the health, or to enable a
manto endure constant fatigue, or to obvi-
ate the ill effects which result from long ex-
posure to wet, coldor heat. Indeed ia no or-
dinary circamstances of human life, is there
any necessity even for the moderate use of
them.

As a medicise when prescribed by a sober
enlightened physician they may prove salutary.
In any other case let them never be used.—
Banish them from your houses, never let your
children taste them, never encourage them
by your own example to take their glass of
bitters 2 or 3 times a day. Let your motto be
* Touch not, taste not, handle not.” If you
will consent to adopt this maxim of the apostle
as the principle upon which you intend to act,
put your name upon the list of a Temperance
Society. Promise to abstain yourself, ‘unless
by the prescription of a conscientious physician,
give mone of it to your friends or workmen,
but-above all never give a drop of the liquid
poison to your children—you cannot be too
cautious in guarding against even the remotest
praspect of one of your children becoming a
drunkard. + Better, far better, that you shoald
follow that child to the early grave of unsullied
innoeence—yes though it were your only child,
the delight of your heari, the prop of your
declining years, the centre of your fond affec-
tions, the object of your tenderest solicitudes,
the-being whom you foadly trust will perpetu-
ate your name upon the earth, and transmit it
(o posterity, decked perhaps, with the wreaths
of fame. Better that all these prospects should

be thus prematurely blasted by a sudden death,

iban that that child should ever become a
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drunkard.—Teach your children then by your
example as well as precept, lo beware of
drunkenness as the most seductive and dread-
ful of vices.—Bid them

* Fly druikenness, whose vile ipcontinence
Takes hoth away the reason and the sense ;
Consider how it soon destroys the grace-

Of human shape, spoiling the beautevus face,
Poffing the cheek, blearing the curious eye,
Studding the face with vicious heraldry,

It wakes the brain, it spoils the memory,
HasU’ning on age and wilful poverty—

Tt drowns our better parts, making our name
To foes alaughter, to our friends a shame.
*Tis virtue’s poison, and the bane of trust,
The match of wrath, the fuel unto lust.’

But, says the objector to Teémperance So-
cieties (though himself professedly a moral
and temperate man) I do not fear for my chil-
dren, I do not anticipate any probability of their-
ever becoming drunkards, though I should
not- join a Temperance Society. Iam so
averse to intemperance myself, that T endea-
vour toinstil into their youthfol minds a simi-
lar abhorrence of a practice so detestable—-
Besides the drunkard, when reeling under
the power of liquor is so degraded an object,
that of itselfit is sulficient to inspire them witn
feelings of disgust and horror, and these feel-
ings I trust will effectually preserve them from
ever becoming intemperate.  This mode of
reasoning may appear plausible, but it is not
alas ! supported by experience, for we have
Jamentable preofs to the contrary which shewd
us that men who ounce were temperate have
yet become intemperate, potwithstanding the
numberless examples they must have witness-
ed. of the disgusting efiects of intemperance,
Stll I do not deay, but, that ouder partictilac
circumstances, thie sight'of a drunkadrd might
be sufficient (o fill the mind with snch senti-
ments of abhorreace; as would effectually
deter the spectator, from ever hecoming a
drunkard.  But the moral feelings of the
commnuity at large wust ‘be different from
what they now are, andthose disgusting spec-
tacles rsust be far seldoiner. witiessed than
they are at present, before such efiects are
produced. Druckardsalso must be treated in
a far dificrent manner from what they are at
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present, there must be a more visible dif-
ference in our deportmient tewards the tempe-
rate and the intewperate. - Men of virtue and
morality must vo longer hold out the right
hand of fellowship to the drunkard, with the
same apparent sincerity and friendship, that
they would evince in exchangiog that token
of friendship with a man whose principles and
practices entitle him to respect. These great
changes in the moral feeling of the country,
can only be effected by somme powerful associ-
ation similar to this which we have met o
form.

Wiien these institutions are spread over the
land, when they are supported by all the res-
pectable part of the community ; when men
of all religious denominations join them, and
every friend of morality supports them, then
we may reasonably hope, that the usé of ardent
spifits will cease to be fashionable, habitual
drunkeuness will be banisbed from the countiy,
and theb the occasional sight of one of those
‘monsters of iniquity who has renounced the
character of man, by becoming a beast, may
even be attended with salutary consequences 10
the rising geperation. T'he ancient Spartans
were accustomed . sometimes to make their
slaves drupnk, and in this stale “to expose
thiem before their children, in order to deter
them from so bratal a species of debauche-
ry.”* 8o loog es the drunkard was an object
of contempr, and dronkenness: was an un-
fashivnable vice, the. occdsional sight of the
degrading consequences of intemperance
might produce the desired effect. But when
itis a vice that occurs daily, and wheo be-
come familiar with- it, the feelings of disgust

" which it at first occasioned gradually wear ‘a-
way, and we socn cease to he shocked at the
sight of a drunkard. 'Thisivevitable result of
becoming familiar with any vice is well ex-
pressed by the peet, and is peculiarly applica-
ble to this particular sin of druokenness—

¢ Vice is a monster of such hideous mien,

*“ As to be hated, needshbutto be seen,

* Botseen toooft, familiar with her face,

“ We first endure—then pity—then embrace,”

This shews the necessity of discountenanc-

#* Qoldsmith,
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ing even the moderate indnlgence, of what so
insensibly leads to the immoderate abuse of an
ipfatuating poison. No man who occasional-
ly indulges in a friendly glass or two with a
neighbour,. can tell how far he may be.led on.
He cannot promise himself, that he will al-
ways.possess such goveriment over his appe-
tites aod desires, as to stop in time, and re-
{rain from indulgence, when that indulgence
becomes dangerous. He cannot say * thus
far will T go and vo farther.” - The progress of
this fatal habit may be compared to the burst-
ing of the bank by which any body of water
is confined. The liquid element at first
insinuates itself, through some -small crevice,
or chink, but in time by loosening the eartl
around, the once small crevice gradually be-
comes larger and wider, until at length the
whole body of water pressing onwards with
accumulated weight, forces a passage, bursts
through with irvesistible fury and violence,
and deluges the whole plain below. Such also
is the gradual yet destructive progress of this
fell pestilence. The transition from. one glass
to another, frow feeling well to feeling better,
are in manay iustances so impraceptible, that
a man s oftent lost, before lie'is conscious . of
his danger, = The first approaches of this
insidious enemy are treacherous and almost
imperceplible, its advances are concealed,
secret, but sureg it gradually extends its bape-
fal influence over the whole man, uutil- at
length. its dominion becomes lirmly estabiished
and the accarsed mubster teigos trivmpbant’
ovel the shattered wreck of what was oace a
man.  In how wany thousand mstances has
this fatal vice cast its derk and malignant
shadows over the paths of those who commen-
ced the fsir morning of their lives in the clear
sunshine of hope and innoceace. Bat by
unfortunately coming in contact with this mor.-
ster it quickly blasied their fair prospects; and
blighted all their fond dreams of future
respectability and happioess., Itisa voriex, a
a whirlpool within whose eddying circles, he
whio oucé venrures, is hurried -round- and

_round, unti) approaching too vear the centre,

he is eagulfed by the absorbing waves; and
finally and irrceoverably lost. 1t is a con-
tagious disordes which wi'' infet 4 whets
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neighbourhood, sweeping. away before i,
health, happiness, reputation and property ;
and leaviog bebind it, disease, misery, infamy,
.poverty and death. Who then will stand np
to advocate the moderate use of a plague so
terrible 7 'Who that values his character as

a (viend to religion, morality and temperance,

will not boldly and patriotically step forward
and assist in pulling from his throne a tyrant
who exercises his mnalignant influence with
such remorseless tyranny ?

But says the temperaie objector, to a Tem-
wperance Society, {am afvaid (he Society will
not have the beneficial results that you antici-
pate, I do not think it will doany good, you
will not persuade-habitual drankards to join it,
or i they do they will not faithfully adhete to
their promises. This often repeated objec-
tion .(which I have found ready in the mouth
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serve these who are already temperate, from
falling into the power of the fascinating but
deadly serpent. Viewing it in this light the
advantages may be incalculable. Most of the
present generation of drankards may indeed
descend into their graves unreclaimed, but
when' they are gone, if we can fill their places
with a temperate race, we shall effect much. —
In the present state of society there is no pros-
pect of doing this. It seems as if a race of
druokards were regularly trained up to sop-
ply the places of those who drop off the stage
of human existence. No sooner does one fall
than another is ready to stand in his place.—
The stripling no sconer begins té ape st man-
hood, than he thinks he can best evince his

‘manliness by imitating the vices, rather than

the virtues of his elders. Fenee we too often
see young men who consider it quite manly to

of every one, who diszpproves of the plan of get drunk and swear, they see others doing so,

estabhshmg a society of this kind here), inust
be met in part, by the equally oft repeated
answer, that to reform habitual and confirmed
drunkards is not the main object of the society.
To reform every abandoned sot in the country,
would be an herculean labor, which we do not
expect to accomplish.
God’s blessing reflorn only a very small pro-
portion of them, we shall do much good.—
And that it is oot quite an impossibility is evi-
deot, from the good effects that have resulted
in the United States from these institutions.—
From a very able speech -delivered in Pres-
cott by Mr. Norton about a inonth ago; we
Jearn that thereare in “ the staie of New York,
no less than 200 of these societies, including
nearly 30,000 members. That by their efforts
more than 700 babitual drunokards have been
reclaimed during the past year, that more than
50 distilleries have been stopped—and that
the consumption of ardent spirits has decrea-
sed more than 200,000 gallons.”” - These state-

ments prove that they are attended with ben-

_eficial effects, and that some dvunkards may
be reformed. Still however had the reforma-
tion of confirmed sots been the main object of
Temperance Societies, I candidly confess, I
should not stand here as an advocate for them.
But this is not their prmcxpdl object, itis not
50 much to reclaim the 1mexnperale, as o pre-

and they consider it quite fashionable to do
the same. Bat let intemperance be once
properly discountenanced, let the practice of
drinking ardent spirits bscome unfashionable,
and we shall no longer behold with sentiments
of pity, boys yet ia their teens acquiring a

If we can by the aid of fondness for this beastly practice.

Again, joining this society will be attended
with salutary consequences to those who are
anxious to become temperate, but want suffi-
cient fortitude to resist the importauities of
miscalled friends, who often in despite of
their better judgment lead them on by their
solicitations to those excesses which they say
they would gladly shun. If such really be
the case, let them join the society, solemm-
ly promise that they will not drick, aud they
will then be furnished with a sufficient answer
to resist the unfriendly solicitations of those
who falsely call themselves their friends, I say
falsely, for it is not possible thata real friend
can wilfully seek to lead his friend to ineivia-
ble ruin.

Again, there are others who are conscious to
themselves of the evils of Intemperaunce, who
will point out most feelingly the miseries that
result from it, who often inwardly resolve
against it, and are yet led away by peculiar
temptations from their purposes of amendment.
Such persons by entering their nawes on ‘the
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records of asociely, and promising that they.
will whoily abstain from the use of liguor,
may, from a sense of honour and consistency
be enabled to refrain.. The celebrated Arch-
deacon Paley, speaking of the practice of
arming ourselves with some peremptory rule
of this kind, says—“1 own myself a friend w0
the laying down of rules to ourselves of this
sort, and rigidly abidiog by them. They may

be exclaimed against as stiff but they are often.

salutary. Indg’inite resolutions of abstemious-
ness are apt to vield to ezt raordinary oceasions,
and extraor dinary occasions to occur perpetu-
ally. Whereas, the stricter the rule is, the
more tenacious we grow of it, and many a
map will abstaio rather than break his rule,
who would not easily be brought to exercise
the same mortification from higher motives.—
Not to mention, that when our rule is once
koown, we are provided with an answer to
every importunity,”¥

Lt such then be the firm and’ determined
resolution of all who ave here present, I ear-
nesUy call upon yeu if you possessa single
spark of benevolénce for the welfare and hap-
piness of your fellow creatures; and as you

value your own happiness, which may yet be.
endangered, if you still intend to continye the
moderate use of ardent spirits; I call upon.

you I say, wholly to abstain from them, and
unite as with one heart and one mind {o ban-
ish Intemperance from our neighbourhood.—
J. call uvpon all of you without distinction of
sect or party, to aid iy the mighty effort. It
is a eommon cause, and ‘it will require our
united exerijons. Let every econscientious
person promise to aid us in the great contest.
Abstain {rony the accursed thing yourself, give
it not to your friends, give it not to your laber-
ers; and finally sell it nof. Sell it not exclaims
the merchant! sell it not echoes the Tavern
Keeper! that would he too great a sacrifice,
we make too much profit by it. ' Perhaps you
do. But let the merchaut conscientiously
consider, whether he can clear himselfin the
sight of God, from the guilt of being accessary
to the death and eternal perdition of his fellow
creatures, when ho sells {o them by the whole-

* Paley’s Moral Philesophy.
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sale this -poisonons liguor. - And  let the con-
scientious Tavern Keeper consider whether hg
is clear from guilt, when he retails to the
drunkard, the inebriating draught which
deprives him of reason, and has.in numberless,
instances produced sudden and instantaneous
death. ‘

These are considerations worthy. of their
most serious reflection, and upan which they
should candidly deliberate before they ever
sell another drop of liquor, unless they know
that it'is intended for some medicinal purpese.
I would advige them to reflect seriously upon
these things that so when they have come.to a
decision they may. act with a clear conscience
whatever their deeision may be.

It is true that. Merchants and Tavern Keep-
ers_generally make a profit by :selling liguor,
but when it oecasions the evils I have enumer-
ated, when it causes the immediate death of
the drunkard, there is blood upon the profit,.
“itis the price of blood.”” No man knows,.
when he selis a quart of liquor toa misera-,
ble sot, but that it may cause his instantaneoys

- death, and then at whose door lies the gitilt.!

Such cases have occurred in other.places.in
numberless instances, the bloed of 10,000
such unfortunate. beings, cries. aloud: for
vengeance upen {hose who made. a. gain by
their. miseries ; who ministered to them the
cup of ‘poison, and made themselves rich, by
supplying the miserable victims. of intemper
ance with the “ accursed thing.”—No matter
in what way the poison is administered, the
Scripture says, “ Woe nnto him " that giveth
his neighbour. drink, that puttest thy bottle to
him, and makest him drunken also.”—But [
am persuaded, thatif -all would upite. in. pro-
mising not to sell any spirituous liquors, the:
pecuniary sacrifice would not be very great,and
ooe would possessno advantage over another
in the way of custom,—And whatever money-
was saved in this way, by these who formerly-
laid it outin liquor, would be expended om
other things, for the support and comfort’ of

their families, and upon which the merchant -

wonld have a better
his liquors, .

The saving of money, time and happiness,
that would result from total abstinence, would:

profit, than he has upow



14

ADDRESS.

be immense.. Few of you, I dare say, have But as I have trespassed upon your paitence
any idea of the sums that have been expended so long, I shall only before concluding very
for this destructive poison, during the last-brifley call upon each and every one of you

year, evenio ihis small village. By partico-
Jar enquiiries I have learned, that there have
beenat least 4,100 gallons of different kinds

of spirituous liquors sold here—of these 2,400-

gals, are sold in the shops, and average rum,
brandy and’ whiskey together, 3s. per gallon,
amounting to the sum of §1,440. 1,700 gals,
are sold at the taverns, and as some of these
are retailed at the rate of 10s., 18s. and 20s.
per gal., while some are sold inSarger quan-
tities at 2s, 6d. and 3s.—~-It cannot be con-
sidered an extravagant calculalion to rate
them all at 7s. 6d. pergal.—supposing they
were sold at- this rate, they would cost $2,550,
which added to the former sum, will make
the enormous gross amount of %3,990, or
nearly $4 for every man, woman and child in
the Towaship. Is net this an alarming state-
ment. You lately petitioned the Parliament
10 aid you in improving the roads from this to
Prescott—suppose then that the Legislature
had for that purpose, imposed a tax ‘upon the
Towpship to the amount of nearly $4000,
what loud and angry murmurings, and remon-
strances would bave been heard from every
corner of the Township, you would have
thought it utterly impossible to raise so much
money, you would have had sorrowful com-

individualy to aid us in putting a stop to these
evils. The more that join the better, it will
shew the sense¢ of the community at large
upon a subject of vital importance. Almost
every Town and village along the frontier are
rising as by a simultaneous movement, to
chase froin ameng us the fatal pestilence. Let
us emulats their example. The standard of
Temperance is planted in the land, its ban-
ners are unfurled, and floating on the wind, let.
us rally avound it. The trumpet has sounded,
let us obey its call, America blewthe blast and
its sound has gone through the earth summon-
ing the nations to the contest. Its reverbera-
tions reached the shores of Qld England,
Echo caught the sound and repeated it with a
blast so loud and shrill that the whale Island
started into action and now Temperance soci-
eties are forming in almost every part of the
United Kingdom. X.et us them join in the
glorious struggle. We may ot be able to ef-
feat much good, but we may do sowe. If we
can bug reform one drunkard and prevent ten
of those who are now temperate from ever be-
coming intemperate we shall have no need
to regret the- personal sacrifice it may have
costus.. The reccollection, that evea one in.
dividual has been by our exertions in the

plaints of bad seasons and damaged crops, of cause of virtue, rescued from the strangling

hard times and scarcity of money, and yet all
this sum of money has been worse than

tbrown away. 'This money would bave made ,,

an excellent road to Prescott, as well as im-
proved the roads in different parts of the
Townsbip.

folds,and envenowed fangs ofa poisonous ser-
pent will afford us that,

Which nohtiog eartbly gives, or can destroy.
“ The souls calm sunshine, and the heart felt joy.”
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