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A Curse and its Cure.

By A. A. Phelps, A.M.

The Cause.
The liguortraffc is a gigantic crime. It iy  detroying
intruder. We need the store, the school, the church. These are the

uplifuing forces, and we bid them a hearty welcome, ~ But where under
e shining xun i thore any nood of a brewery,a distillery, or  dram-

A o e i make happy ?  Does it add thrift to
your farms, skill to your mechanism, brilliancy to your brains, or
nobility to your character ! There is absolutely no need of a single
saloon.
It isa commercial fraud, Tuisfullot shui, ollow pretences
and flto clams, 1t takes o Dlesing, and g 2 e 16
takes your mone; e | Bar-room
S wanting in tnsprintspleltt QD QN e
commm...l honesty.
is a prolific crime-breeder. Judges, lawyers, chaplains,
and prison-wardens unite in testifying that the dram-shop ie a fruitfal
cause of at least three-quarters of the Feaperism, Fusal
that spread their dark wings over our land,
p could make England sober, wo kMG Hif
tenths of our j This is doubtless equally true of this country.
tis a monster of cruelty. 1t is conscienceless, unprincipled,
and cruel as tho grave. Tt s a traflic in tears and groans and blood,
in vieo and crime and misery. For heartless oruelty and desolating
results the highway robber is not to be compared with the traffic in
alcoholic beverages. The former simply says,  Your money, or your
ifo | The Iatter, with more exacting s demands, says to his unresisting
victim,  Your noney, and your li
iAo i e dge Sprague wisly ssid: +Tho

g

morality of no people can be maintained above the wo £ their
Jaws.” " A good law—taking the side of virtue and sobri mny s
a bad law

public sentiment and educates the people up
—winking st vioo and ssuctioning eimedvbaichen. the . puble
conscience and drags the people toa lower level. A prohibitory law
is an elevator ; but a license law is a demoralizer.

Itis a deadly foe to the church. Nothing like the saloon
power today paralyzes the pulpit, blockades the pew, hardens human
hearts, alienates men from the sancv,u.w), forstalls revivals of mhg.on,
and rises like a mountain in tho path of Christian civilizatio

e Curse.

The effects of Alcohol are a crowning curse. *Tts hor

havo never been fully portrayed: No poncil is black enough w0 ,,am:




2 A CURSE AND ITS CURE

the picture and do it full justice. No tongue is eloguent enough to
tell the sad story in all its dreadful details. _The use of Alcohol is a
yido and withering scourge. 10 is a physizal ourss :—blearing Uhe
eyes, blistering the tongue, deranging il achvh, Tl s
nerves, hardening the liver, poisoning the blood, coagulating the brain,
inducing and aggravating many diseases, and digging mysiads ot

premature graves. J¢ is a financial curse:—draining the pocket,
inviting poverty, diminishing comforts, multiplying miseries, ﬁllmg
alms-houses, and creating hard times. 1t is a mental cu g

the judgment, dethroning the reason, promoting ignorance, producing
imbecility, and transforming its unhappy victims into maniacs and
fools. Jt'is a moral curss:—weakening the will, inflaming the
passions, hushing the voice of conscience, and preparing the way for
every vice and crime.

You can never remove the curse by legalizing the cause.
The colossal curse of drunkenness will continue so long as drunkard
factories are permitted, protested, and perpetuated by law.  Let me.
e o objoctions to liuor lconso:

) ong in principle. Ten thousand legal amendments
can nev er e right for one man to run a business that tends
diretly to make paupers, crninal, lunatiosand idious of his neighbors
To sanction a great, wrong is itslf & wrong He, thercfors, who
votesfor l
o man who ey

tis a failure in practice. 'We know it, for we have tried it.
R long, tried it thoroughly, and tried it in every shape.
Dr. Lees well says: “Britain has. tried, other nations have tried,
restriction and regulation. The experiment has failed—miserably
fatled 17 Ibuohvxously the devil's flank ovessint on Btk
he dram-shop can never be * regulated ” into anything safe or decent.
Tou .mgm as well try to Ngulam rattlesnakes into harmless play-
things for your children.

The Cure.
,Theaxe must be laid unto the root of the lree. Thedasd[y
upas is not to be watered, fertilized, and perpetuated by license laws,

but cut down by the Prohibition axe, for et
eftectual remedy for this ghastly disease.

The power to annihilate the liquor-traffic resides in the govern-
ment, But he people are tho government,and when tho people P
roedy o ek ths dacisive blow the work will bo don

Put it futo the law of the lund.  Write it i the Statute Book of
e Donirion. ' Then 1ek onr alookors 50, dhat e havo babind the jaw
an honest Government that really endorses the principle and is willing
tolive or die by it. That will give us Prohibition in fact.

AL

Jasued by the Dominion Alliauce for tho Suppression of the Liguor Tradlo.
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