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Puck a11d Peasblossom among the Pictures. 

Now, Puck and Pcasblosso1n hacl heard 1nuch about the sights of London; 
so they n1ade up their 111inds to go and sec these sights, and promised to tell 
the Fairies all about then1 on their rettun. I will tell you ·what they saw :-

, First of all, they ·went to a fine place ·where pictures of all kinds were shown. 
It was called the National Gallery. I-Iere there were fine paintings-hun­
dreds upon hundreds of then1. S01ne were pictures of trees, and fields, and 
villages, and ships; and son1e ·were hung so near the ceiling that Master Puck 
got on a bench, and loolTccl at thein through a double spy-glass. And he 
vas clel1ghtcc1 to fincl a lil eness of hi111 elf there, and one of Peasblos.som too 
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'Ihc Ii1,1,iris::; in the To~7cr. 

Then Puck ancl Peasblosso1n went to see the Tower. This is a very great, 
old, strong building, near the River Than1es. The l(ings of England used 
son1etin1es to live there, long, long ago ; and it ·was also son1etimes used as a 
prison. I-Iere the t,vo Fairies saw the Queen's crown and sceptre, all glitter­
ing with pearls, and rubies, and dian1onds, and e1neralds. '11hey also found 
111any heln1ets and breastplates of iron, and s-\vorcls and shields, which people 
used in battle in old ti1nes. There ,vas a figure on horseback of Elizabeth, 
a Queen of England, who lived hundreds of years ago. And one very sad 
thing they sa·w-an axe or hatchet, with which poor prisoners' heads used to 
be r-ut off; but I an1 glad to say such things are not done no,v. 
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The Zoolog~cal Gardens. 

Then they -went to a very fine place called the Zoological Gardens. In 

these gardens wild anin1als of all kinds are kept in cages. There are birds, 

and beasts, and fishes. They saw lions, and tigers, and elephants, and foxes, 

ancl eagles, parrots; ostriches, and a great 1nany n1ore. So1ne of these crea­

tures looked very fierce, as if they would have hurt the people if they could 

have got at thein. The two ~1airies ,vere delighted with the n1onkeys, which 

playecl :111 1nanner of droll tricks in their cages, unning up and down, and 

fighting for nuts and apples. At last they came to a deep pit, with· a pole in 

the 1nicldle. • In this pit was a big bear, who climbed up the pole, and so 

frio-htened Puck, that he tu1nbled off a post on which he had 'cli1nbed to )nok. 
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At tlie Dri~2.;;h :r~r:::.seur.1. 

You 111ay be sr re our two Fairies did not forget to pay a visit to the British 

· Iuseu111 Thi· is a great building, full of things beautiful ancl instructive 

o ec. r here are stuffed ani1nals of all kinds-n1any thousands of the1n­

birds, ancl 1 °m+c:;, and fishes. In the picture, you see Puck standing 9n the 

hell of a grc tortoise, looking with vvonder at one of these fishes. On 

tl c "~all arc to toises, and a stuffed ox stands near the door. Besides these 

creatures, thc3 aw· here a great n1any beautiful statues, n1ost of ,vhich had 

been n1aclc nvny hundreds of years ago, by two fan1ous nations called the 

10 11a11 · ~ind -reeks. In other roo111s ,vere pieces of 111etal of all kinds, 

in gla .. · <.. ·1sc gold and silver, copper, iron, tin, lead, and very 111any n1ore. 
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The Wax-~vcrk Exhibition. 

I-Iere you may see them at a sho-w of another kind. They ,vent to see 
'the ,Vax-,vork Exhibition in Baker Street, I-Iere they found figures of a 
great 1nany kings and queens and other great persons. These :figures ,vere 
_fonned with faces and hands of ,vax, like dolls ; but they were so ,vell 1nade 
that they looked as if they ·were alive. Our own l=toyal Fa1nily were there-

. the good Queen Victoria sitting with her youngest child in her arn1s ; round 
her stood her eldest son, the Prince of ,Vales ; the Duke of Can1bridge, the 
Queen's cousin ; her younger son, Prince Alfred, and several others. Little 
Pfck thought these figures were aliv~, so natural were they ; and he ran 

· a 1d offered a rose to the Queen, at which Peasblosso1n laughed. 
ti 





'.i'he CrysbJ Palace at Sydenh~m. 

But a greater treat than all ·was the visit our two ]j1airies paid to the 
Crystal Palace at Sydenhan1, near London, just before they quitted that 
great city. The Crystal Palace is a great building, 1nade entirely of glass . 

. ·windows, with iron frames ; and, on a sunny day, its glass roof sparkles like 
- diamonds and gold. The inside of this palace is laid out- like a beautiful 

garden, full of trees, and flowers, and shrubs. There are also parrots and 
- other birds of gay plun1age kept there in cages. Besides all this, 1nany fine 

statues may be seen ; and a band of 1nusic often plays, to delight the visitors. 
Little Puck climbed up into a flower-.basket, to have a g·oocl look round him; 
aprl he sat there for a long tin1e, watching the ladies and ge11tle1nen. 





Puck c1eacribes what he has seen in Lomlon. 

One evening there ,vas a 1neeting of the Fairies out in the fields. It was 
spring ti1ne, and the meaclovvs were full of daisies, and pri1nroses, and violets, 
and n1any other sweet flowers. And Titania, the Queen of the Fairies, ,vas 
there, with the King Oberon, her husband. Then Puck, that clever little 
Fairy, told all that he and Peasblosson1 had seen in the Great City; and all 
the Fairies listened ,vith much interest, you n1ay be sure. And he said :-"We 
found that ·we could not go anywhere in that great city without seeing things 

, by which we learned son1ething new and wonderful ; and even children, who 
chose to take pains, learned useful lessons for life from the sights they saw/' 
And in bidding my little friends good-bye, I hope they wi~ remember this. 
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