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TO 

._ r ATURAL HISTORY. 

' THE DUCI{. 
·THERE are 1nany species of this genus; as 

tl1e tame Duck:, the wild) the eide,,:·) the 
velvet) the Barbary or Guinea Duck) the 
1\1uscovy, and vanous others) besides teal 
and widgeon . 



6 THE DUCK. 

Tame Ducks are reared with great faci
lity, and as frequently by hens as by their 
own kind. Yet this does not alter any of 
their habits : for no sooner are they able to 
walk, than they desert their foster-dam, and 
direct their course to their favourite ele
ment ; w11ile she in vain tries to recal them 
from the apparent danger, and with n1arks 
of terror clucks round the brink of the 
water in which they are swimming for their 
pleasure. 

The-. common species of tame Ducks de
rive their. origin from the Mallard, or w1ld 
Duck, and -may . b_e traced to that bird_ by 
unerring_ characters. -Tho(!gh the drakes 
vary in colour, they all retain the curled 
feathers of the tail, and both sexes the shape 
of the Lill peculiar to the wild kind. 

Tame Ducks are extreme"ly beneficial to 
mankind ; and as they subsist on lost corn> 
worms, snails, and other insects, they are 
not expensive in keeping: They lay a great 
number of eggs annually, and may be fatted 
with ease and expedition . 

The principal difference between wi_ld and 
tame Ducks arises from their size, and the 
nature of those pl aces from which they de
ri ve their subsisiPnce . 



THE TEAL. 

'fH1s beautiful little Duck seldom exceeds 
eleven ounces in weight, or measures more, 
stretched out, tbau fourteen inches and a 
half in length ., and twenty-three and a half 
in breadth. The bre~st and belly are of a 
dirty white or grey colour ; the back., and _ 
the sides under the wings., are curiously 
varied with lines of white and black ; the 
wings are all over brown; the tail is like
wise of a brown or dusky colour; and the 

· feet and legs are of a dirty lead colour. 
TI1e female_, -which is -less than the. male, is 
prettily freckled about the head and neck 
\vith brown and white. 
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' ,8 I •• THE TEAL. ~ 
. The Teal is ~ommon in ·Engl 1d iu 'the 

winter months; but it is . uneerta~n whetl1er 
-or not they remain throughout- Jhe year to 
breed., as is ihe case iu Franc.-e. The fem~le 
makes a large n°st., ··co:m.posed· o , soft dried 
gra~ses., and_ the pith of rushes., lined with 
fcathcr.s., and cunningly_ concealed in a hole 

-amont~-_the 1·oots of _reeds and , bulrushes, 
. near the edge of the water ; and some assert 
that it tests on the sua;face of the water so as 
to rise and fall _with it. The eggs are of the 
size of those of · a .p.igeon., six or seven in 

, number, and of a dull white colour> marked 
with small· bro,vnish. spots ; but it, appears 
that they sometimes · la_y ten or twelve eggs, 
for Bufton remarks that that number of 
young are •. seen in clusters on the pools., 
feeding on cresses., wild chervil.,.- &c. and no 
doubt., as they grow up., they feed., like 
otliei Ducks., on the various seeds., grasses, 
and vvatc1<-plants, as well as on the smaller 
animated being·s ·with which all stagnant 
waters are so abundantly stored. The Teal., 
for the delicate ' ,taste of the flesh., and the 
wholesome nourishment it affords the ·body., 

. doth deservedly challenge the first place 
among those of its kind. 

, 



THE PARTRIDGE. 
THE Partridge is found- in every country 

and climate; as well in the 1nost northern 
regions., as under the tropical circles : and 
wherever it resides., it se.ems to adapt itself 
to the nature o( the climate. In Greenland 
it is brown in summer ; but in winter it be
comes white:, and is clothed with a warm 
down beneath . 

Though the Partridge cannot be tamed., 
it lives no less under the protection of man 
( at least in this country) than if it were pri
vate property. It may change Its master, 
indeed; but is always supposed to belong to 

1 persons of a certain rank. If any one not 
qualifiecl (that is., .a poor 1nan) sl~ould kill it., 

B 



10 THE PARTRIDGE. 

he becomes liable to certain penalties, and 
even imprisonment: yetthe farmer is oblig·ed 
to maintain it, though he has not the least 
interest in its· preservation. 

In most particulars the rnanners of these 
birds resemble those of poultry in general; 
but their cunning and instincts seem much 
superior to those of the larger kind ; and as 
they liv_e in the very neig·hbo1ll'hoo<l of their 
enemies) they learn, by habit) t.1e means of 
evasion or safety. I-lence if a dog, or other 
formidable animal) happen to approach tl!eir 
nest, the female puts all her little arts in 

·practice to draw him from the spot. She 
keeps just before him, pretends to be in
capable of flying;, and never g·oes so far off 
as to discourage her pursuer, till she has 
drawn him to a convenient distance; but 
s11e then suddenly takes wing·, and leaves 
hi1n to gaze after her in despair. 

Partridges rnake uo nests, properly speak
ing, but lay their eg·gs upon any spot of 
ground adapted to their purpose. A covey 
generally consists o-fi .from ten to fifteen; and 
it is supposed a Partridge will live about 
fifteen years. 



THE THRUSH. 
THE Thrush is distinguished among our 

singing birds by the clearness and fulness of 
its note : it~ charms us not only with the 
sweetness, but variety of its song, which it 
begins early in the spring, and continues 
during part of the summer. This bold and 
pleasing songster pours its melody from the 
top of some high tree; but when about to 
form its nest, it descends to some low bush 
or thicket-. The nest is composed of dried 
grass, with a little earth or clay intermixed, 
and lined with rotten wood. The female 
lays five or six eg·gs, of a pale blue colour, 
marked with dusky spots. 



] 2- THE THRUSH. 

A ltbough th1s species is not considered 
with us as migratory, it has,. nevertheless, 
been observed in some places in great num
bers during the· spring and summer, where 
not one was. to be seen in the winter ; . which 
l1as induced an opinion that they either shift 
their quarters entirely, or take shelter in the 
1nore retired parts of the woods. '":['his bird 
is n1igratory in France: M. rle Buffon says
that it appears in Burg·undy about the end: 
of September, before the redwing and field
fare, · and tha·t it feeds upon the ripe grapes, 
and sometimes does much mischief to the 
vineyard. Tl1e females of the Thrush kind 
are very similar to the n1ales:, and differ 
chiefly .in a less degree of brilliancy in the 
colours. · 

This species of the Thrush kind feed on 
insects, ah.d berries _of the holly and n1is·le
toe ;· and during severe sno-wy weather.,.. 
when there i's a failure of their usual diet, 
are observ_ed to scratch up the roots of 
arum) or cuckoo-pint, from the hedges; a. 
plant remarkably warm and pungent, and 
,vell adapted for the season. 



.THE BLACKBIRD. 
·THIS ·beautiful and wel1-kno,vn bird is · 

one of the first that proclaims the genial 
·spring·., and his note., when heard at a dis
tance., is the 1nost pleasing of all the grove; 
thoug·h it is ratl1er unpleasant in a cage., 
being loud and deafening·. The plumage of 
the male is of a coal-black colour : that of 
the female is mostly brown., inclining to rust 
colour on the breast and belly; its ~ong is 
also very different., so that it has sometimes 
been 1nistaken for a bird of a different spe
cies. Male Blackuirds., during the first 
year., resemble the females so n1uch as not 
easily to be dis tin o·uished from them ; but 
after that., they assume a yellow _bill., and 
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14 THE BJ,ACK.BJRD'. 

other distinguishing marks of tlieir kind. 
The Black bird is a s~litary bird., · fre

quenting woods and thickets., chiefly 6f ever
greens., such as holly, pines., firs., &c. espe
cially where there are pereunial springs.,. 
·which together afford it both shelter and 
subsistence. Wild Blackbirds feed on ber
ries., fr1rits., ~nsects., and worms.. They do
not fly in fl.'ocks likt thrushes; they pair 
early.,. and begin to warble nearly as soon as 
any other song·sters of the grove. The fe
male builds her nest in bushes or low trees., 
and lays four or five egg·s., of a bluish green 
colour., 1narked with dusky spots. The 
young bir s are eas-i]y brought ·up tame., and 
may be taught to whistle a variety of-tunes. 
They are restless and timorous birds., easily 
alanned.,, aud .difficult of access; but Buf
fon observes that they are n1ore restless than 
cunning_, and more timorous than susp·ici
ous., as they readily suffer themselves to be 
caught with bird-lime., nooses, and all sorts 
of snares. They are never kept in a v_iaries ; 
for when shut up with other birds., they pur
sue and harass their companions in slavery 
unceasingly., for which reason they arc ge
nerally confined in cages apart . In some 
places th is bird is called the Ou zel. 



TI-IE STARLING. 

FEw birds are more generally know·n tl1an 

the Starling, or Stare., it being an inhabi

tant of almost every climate; and as it is a 

familiar bird., and easily trained in a state 

of captivity., its habits have been more fre

quently observed than those of most other 

birds. The female makes a nest of straw, 

small fibres of roots, &c. and lays four or 

five eggs of~ pale greenish ash colour. She 

commonly builds in the hollows of trees, 

rocks, or old walls., an.cl sometimes in cliffs 

overhanging· the sea. In the winter season 

. these birds fly in vast flocks., and \nay be 

known at a great distance by their whir ling 

1uode of flight., which Buffon compares to 



16 TI--IE STARLLrG. 

a sort of vortex., in which the col1ecti vc 
body performs an uniform circular revolu
tion., and at the same time continues to 1nakc a progressive 'advance. The evening· is the 
time when the Starlinr.;s assemble in the greatest numbers) and betake '·the111selves to 
the fens and marshes) where they roost 
among· the reeds ; they chatter much in the 
evening and morning·) both when they assemble and disperse. So attached are they 
to society., that they not only join those of 
their own species) but also birds of a dif
ferent kind; and are frequently found in company ,vith rcdwings) fieldfares., and eveu 
with crows., jackdaws) and pigeons. Their 
principal food consists of worms) snails, and 
caterpillars; they likewise eat various kinds · -of grain.,· seeds) and berries) and arc said to 

-be particularly fond of cherries. In a confined state they cat small pieces of raw flesh., , bread soaked in water ., &c. are very docile., 
·and mn,y be taught to repeat short phrases, 
or whistle tunes with great exactness) and 
in this state acquire a vvaru ling· superior to 
their native song·. 



·THE NIGI-ITINGALE. 
ALTHOUGH the Nighting-aJe is~common jn 

this country) it never visits the northern 
parts of our island) aud is but seldom seen 
iu Devonshire and Connval1. It leaves us 
sotnetirnc in the month q( August) and re
turns in the month of April ; it is supposed 
during that interval to vis it the distant rc
g,·ions of Asia : this is probable) as these 
birds do not wfr1ter in France, Germany_, 
Italy) Greece1 &c. neither docs it appear 
that they stay in Africa) but are seen at all 
times· in India, Persia) China., and J a.pan : 
in the latter country they arc much esteemecl 
for their song·, and se·ll at very gTcat prices. 
They arc sprec1,d throughout Europe, even 



18 THE I· IGHTI_NGAL!:·. 

as far north as Siberia ; and in Sweden they 
are said to sing l,lelig·hifrJly. 

Nighting~les begin-to build ab0ut the end 
of April qr beginning of r.1ay; they make 
their nest in the lower part of a -'-hick bush 
or hedge : the female, lays four er five eggs 
of a greenish brow.n colour. The nest is 
composed of dry grass and leaves, inter
mixed with small fibres, and lined with hair, 
down, and other soft and wa.rm substances. · 

· The business of incubation is entirely per
(ormed by tbe female; whilst the cock, at 
no great distance, entertains her with his 
delightful melody : as soon, however., as 
the young are hatched, he leaves off sing
ing, and joins her in the care of providing 
for the young brood , These birds make a 
second hatch, and sometimes a third; and 
in hot countries they are said to have four. 

,.l'he Nightmgale is a soljtary bird, and 
never unites in flocks like manr of the lesser 
birds, but hides itself in the thickest part 
of the bushes, and sings generally in the 
night : its food consists principally of iu
sects, sm-all worms, eggs of ants, and ber
ries of various kinds. Nightingales, thoug·h 
timorous and shy, are easily caught; snares 
of all sorts are laid for them) · and succeed . 



THE CANARY-. 

THIS beautiful little creature was origin
ally a native of_ the Canary islands., from 
which it receives its name; but has been 
domesticated in Europe for at least two cen
turies., and is a frequent ornament · of the 
parlour or the hall. In its native islands., 
which are equally famed for tlie beauty of 
their landscapes and the harmony of their 
groves., the Canary bird is of a dusky grey 
colour., very different from those seen in 
Europe. "\'Vith us t11e_y have that var_iety of 
colo:tTing usually resulting· from long do
mestication ; some being yellow., some mot
tkd., some elegantly shaded ·with green., &c. 



20 .TME ·cANARY. 

But they are -chiefly esteemed for their mu -·sic; having a hig·h piercing pipe) capable of long; extension) and enr·~hecl ,vith much facinating variety. 
The Canary will breed with other birds of the same g·enus, particularly the goldfirrch ; it likewise proves p-rolific with the linnet, but not so readily; and admits also the chaffinch, yellow bunting, and even the sparrow, though with still more difficulty. In all these instances) the pairing succeed · best when the female . Canary is introduced to the male of the opposite species. 
The breeding and rearing of these charm-ing· birds form an amusement of the most pleasing k ind, and afford a variety of scenes hjgh ly interesting and gratifying to inno-~cent minds. In the places fitted up and accomm oda tecl to the use of the little captiycs_, we arc delighted to see the workings of nature excmp1ific(1 jn the choice of their mates, Luilding their nests, ] atching and rearing their youug, and the impassionate ardour exhibited by the male) whether he is engaged in assisting his fajthful mate in collecting materials for her nest in providing food for her offspring, or in c11auntiug l1is lively s01 gs during the important busine~s, 



THE REDBREAST .. 

OF all birds this is the most familiar, and· 
therefore it is in a manner consecrated to 
the domestic affections. The beal,lty of its 
form, the sprightliness of its motions, and ... 
the confidence it seen1s to repose in 1nan, all 
unite to secure it fro1n annoyance. Added 
to this, several popular prejudices operate 
in its favour, and seem to prevail in every 
country where_ it is known. It feeds on in
sects ; eats crumbs of bread when its usual 
food fails; and while other birds are ready 
to perish with cold and hung·er, s~ek.s the 
shelter of a house or cottage, in ·wl1ich it is 
g·enerally a welcome guest. The song of 
the Redbreast is remarkably soft and sweet; 
an9- is the more to be . valued as we enjoy it 



THE REDBREAST. 

during the greater part of the winter., wl1on 
the other feathered song·sters arc silent. 

During the summer the Redbreast is sel
dom to be seen; it retires into ,,,oods and 
thickets., wh~re it prepares for the accom-
1nodation of its future family. Its nest is 
placed near the ground, hy the roots of trees., 
in the most ·concealed spot, and sometimes 
in old buikling·s ; it is constructed of moss, 
intermixed with hair and dried leaves., and 
lined with feathers : in order more effec
tually to conceal it., the bird covers its nest 
with leaves, leaving only a narrow winding·_ 
entrance under the heap. The female lays 
from five to nine eggs, of a dull white,. with 
reddish spots. puring the time of incu
bation., the cock sits at no great distance.,' 
and makes the woods resound with his de
lightful warbling: he keenly chases all the 
birds of his own species., and drives them 
from his little settlement ; for it has never 
been known· that two pairs of these bi.rds., 
who are as faithful as they are amorous., 
were lodged at the same time in the same 
bushi 



THE WREN. 
TH1s bird, which wei_g;hs no more tl1an 

t hree drachms, and is only three inches aud 
a half in length, from t1JC point of tl1e bill 
to the end of the tail, is admired for the 
loudness of its note, compared with the 
little body whence it issues ; and even ,vhen 
confined in a cage, it has- so1netimes been 
known to sing as strong as in its native 
fields, and with equal freedom and mel1ow
ness of song. It commonly creeps about 
hedges or trees, in the vicinity of farm yards, 
and sings very late in the evening; tl1ough , 
non like the nightingale, after the landscape 
is enveloped with darkness. 

This active little bird is very common in 
Eng land, and braves our severest winters, 
·which it contributes to enliven by its cheer
ful note. During that season it approaches 



THE WREN . . 

nea.r the dwellings ¢ man., and sometimes 
takes shelter evea ii;{ the (oofs of houses and 
barns., and not uJ4fr-equent1y continues its 
s.ong during_ a faH of sno-w. _ In the spring 
it betakes itself to the woods., where it con
structs its nesfclose to _the ground, iri a low 
bush., anci sometimes on the turf., beneath 
the trunk. of a tree., or iri a hole in ·a wall: 
its nest is constructed with much art., being 
of an oval shape., ,vith one small aperture in . 
the side for an entrance : it is composed 
chiefly of moss) and lined within witl! fea- -
thers : the female lays fr01n ten to sixteen 
or eighteen ~ggs ; they are white; thinly 
sprinkled with small _ faint . reddish spots at 
the thicker end. . 



THE FIELDFARE. 

' Tins bird is somewhat larger than the 
common thrush; bein!!; :about ten inches in 

, length. Tl:e bill is y~lJow; each corner of 
1he mouth is furnished with a few black 
bristly hairs ; the eyes are light bro\ivn ; the 
top of tlie head and back part of the neck 
are of a light .ash colcurJ the former spot
ted with black ; the back and coverts of 
the ·wing;s are of a deep hoary brown ; the 
throat and breast are yellow., spotted ,.,vith 
hlack; the belly and thighs of a yellowish 
"\Vh iteJ and the tail brown. 

The Field fare is orly a visitant in this 
islan(t makint:; its appearance about the 
be: inning; of October., in order to avoid the 
rigorous ,Yinters of the north., whence it 

C 



TUE FIELDF ARE. 

sometimes cc:nes in great flocks, according 
to the severity ')f the season, and leaves us 
about the Ia tie.:: end of February or the be
ginning of I larch) and r2tires to Russia., 
Sweden, N o:·way, and as far as Siberia and 
Ka1ntschatka. Buffon observes that they 
do not arrive in Fr2 nee till the beginning of 
_December, that they assemble in flocks of 
two or three thousand, and feed on ripe cer
vices, of which they are extremely fond: 
during the ,vinter they feed on haws and 
other berries ; they likewise eat worms, 
snails, and slugs. 

Fieldfares ·seem of a more sociable dispo
sition than throstles : they are sometimes 
seen singly, but in general form very nu
merous flocks, and fly in a body; a-nd 
thoug;h they often spread themselves throug·h 
the fields in search of food, they seldom lose 
sight of each other, but \vheu alarmed fly 
-on., and co Hect together upon the same tree. · 
In the northern climates, where these birds 
enjoy tbei · season of 1.1usic and pleasure, 
they sing most delightfully, amon 0 the vast 
fores ts of maples with which those countries 
abound. They build in hedges) and their 
e:~·gs are of a bluish green co1our, spott,,d 
with black.. 



THE TURTLE DOVE. 

·LENGTH somewhat above twelve inches·. 
The bill is brown ; eyes yellow, encompas
sed with a crimson circle ; the top of the 
head is ash colour, mixed with olive; each 

· side of the neck is marked with a spot of 
· black feathers, tipped with white; the back 
is ash colour, each feather edg·cd with red
dish brown ; wing coverts and scapulars 
reddish brown, spotted with black; quill 
feathers dusky) with pale edg·es ; the fore 
part of the neck and the breast are of a 

· fight purplish red; the belly, thighs, and 
vent white ; the two middle feathers of the 
tail are brown) the others dusky., tipped. 
with ·white : the legs are red, 



. 2S . 'r'HE TURTLE DOv.,E. 

The note of the Turtle Dove is singulady 
tender and plaintive: in addressing his mate., 
the male makes -use of ,a va~'iety of winning 
attitudes) cooing a.t the same time in the 
1nost gentle ,and ~o-otbing:accents--; on which 
accou1it the Turtle Deve 11as been repre
sented., ·iri aJl ages) as the most perfect em-

~ blem of connubial constancy and attach
m~nt. The Tnrtle arrives late in the·spring·, 
and departs about the latter -end of Aug·ust: 

·-it frequents the thickest , and 1nost- sheltered 
parts of the w·onds) where it builds its nest 
oa the highest trees·: the fen1ale lays two 
eggs) and has only one brood in tl1is coun
try) but in war1:3-1cr c.J 1maies it is supposed 

:--to breed several tin1es in the ·year. Turtles 
~re pretty common in I(ent) where they. are 

. ~ornctimes seen in flocks of twenty or more., 
frequenting; the pea-fields, and are said to 
<lo muc 1 uamagc. Their stay with us sel
dom exceeds n ore tlrnu four or five rnonths, 
<luting· whjch time they pair) build their 
uestsJ breed) and rear their young) which 
·arc strong; cnoug;h to join them in their re
.treat. 

According -'.o vulgar 'tradition) when one 
of these bi ·ds dies) its n.n.tc .remains ever 
.after in solitude. 



TIIE PIIEASANT. 

NEXT to the peacock . the Pheasant is the 
most beautiful of the ·winged tribes ; both 
for the vivid co1our of its plumes., and thcif' 
delightful mixture and variety. No efforts 
of the pencil can produce any thing so bril
liant; rior can auy thing charm the ·eye with 
a g-reater richness and variety of ornament 
than this beautiful creature. The crown of 
the head., and upper part of the neck., are 
tinctured with a dark green., shining like 
silk. The sides of the neck and the throat 
are of a shining purple colour. The fea
thers under the chin) and at the corners of 
the n1outh) are black) with green borders ; 
below the green., t11e rest of the neck., the 
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breast and ·shoulders, middle of the back, 
-and sides under the wings, are dotbed with 
a most beautiful colour, which appears al_ .. 
ternately black and purple. The ]egs are 
armed with spurs, but shorter than those of 
the common cock. · 

The female is less, and does· not exhibit 
that variety and brilliancy of colours which 
distinguish the male : the general colours 
are light and dark brown., mixed with black; 
the breast and belly finely freckled with 
small black spots on a light ground; the 
tail is short, and barred somewhat like that 
of the male ; the space round the eye is 
covered with feathers. 

The Ring Pheasant is a fine variety of . 
this species ; its principal difference con- . 
sists in a ·white _ring, which encircles the 
lower part of the neck ; the colours of the 
plumage in general are likewise more dis
tinct and vivid. 

There are many varieties of Pheasants, of 
extraordinary beauty _an<l brilliancy of co
louri:1g ·: in many gentlemer.'s ,voods there 
is a ki1 <l as white as sno , ~·hich will i11 
terrnix with the common or.cs. IVlar-;,· cf the g d and si] ve- ki r cl ,. 1 ; 

1 
• 
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THE PHEASANT . 31 
dom : the Con1mon Pheasant is likewise a 
;native of the East and is the only one of 
its kind that bas multiplied in our island. 

Pheasants are generally found in low 
wpody places) on the borders of plains, 
where they delight to sport: during the 
.night they perch on the ,branches of trees. 
The hen breeds upon the ground) like the 

• partridge1 and lays from twelve to fifteen 
.eggs: the young follow the mother as soon 
as ever they are freed from the shell. In 
the breeding season the cock will sometimes 
intermix with the c01nmon henJ and pro 0 

.duce a mixed breed. 

J. Appleton, Printer,. 

FINIS. 
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