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NATURAL HISTORY 

OF 

Q U A D R U P E D S. 

1VIONKEYS. 

THE family of monkeys, which forms a very 
interesting part of the animal creation, en1-
braces a greater number of varieties, and makes 
nearer approaches to the human species in 
figure and action, than any other tribe what
ever. They are divided into three classes; 
apes, or such as have no tails; baboons, which 
have short tails ; and monkeys, which in ge
neral have long tails. They are natives of 
the warmest parts of the globe. In the woods 
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2 MONKEYS. 

of Africa, from Senegal to Ethiopia and the 
Cape of Good Hope, they are extre1nely nu
merous. They abound also in every part of 
India and the Asiatic islands, in Japan, in 
the south of China, and in the forests of 
South A1nerica, from the isthmus of Darien to 
Rio de la Plata. 

In the apes we see the whole external struc
ture impressed with a striking resemblance to 
the human figure. To this division belongs 
the ouran outang described in the first part. 

The baboon exhibits a less striking simili
tude to the human form, rarely raising him
self to an erect position, unless through the 

" influence of instruction and constraint. These 
animals have short tails, long faces, and eyes 
deeply sunk in their sockets; they are in 
general very ugly, and their disposition is 
characterised by the most brutal fierceness. 
Some baboons are nearly equal in stature and 
superior in strength to man. 



MONKEYS. 3 

The monkeys are much smaller than the 
former, and more unlike the human species. 
In a state of nature they never walk erect. 
They are active, lively, and mischievous, full 
of frolic and grimace, prying and inquisitive, 
restless, troublesome, and extremely addicted 
to thieving. 

Having already exhibited in the ouran 
outang a specimen of the apes, we shall pro
ceed to make the reader acquainted with the 
baboons by the delineation of one or two spe
cies of that division. 

The mandril, or great ribbed-nose baboon 
(the largest figure in the engraved group), is a 
native of the hottest parts of Africa. It is not 
less remarkable for its strength and size than 
for the beauty of its variegated colours. The 
nose is marked on each side with broad ribs 
of a fine violet colour : lines of vermilion run 
from above the eyes on each side of the nose, 
and meet on the tip. The inside of the ears is 
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blue, and the outsid_e red : and the hips are 
beautifully shaded with gradations from red 
to blue. The back and legs are dark brown 
mixed with yellow; the breast and under 
part of the body white, with small dark spots ; 
the beard dark at the roots, orange at the 
n1iddle, and yellow at the end. The hair 
on the forehead is long, and turns back in 
the form of a crest. The tail is short and 
hairy ; and the hands and feet are black 
and naked. 

An individual of this species of baboon, 
which belonged to Mr. Cross, and died in 
the summer of 183~, was about four feet in 
length, very high in the legs, and had an 
enormous head. Towards his keepers he 
was very docile, but he was easily exasperated 
by strangers : he decidedly preferred cooked 
to undressed vegetables. When at Windsor, 
where he was exhibited to his . late Majesty, 
he dined upon hashed venison with an avidity 
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which seemed to disdain the restraints of ve

getable diet altogether. 
This animal was provided with a small 

chair in which he would place himself with 

great gravity and self-possession ; but, ac

cording to the account of him given by 

Mr. Barrow, in his " Characteristic Sketches 

of Animals.," written to accompany the plates 

from Mr. Landseer's drawings, the most whim

sical of his attainments was certainly that of 

smoking; for, when his keeper handed him 

a lighted pipe, he would take it from him, 

put it in his mouth, inhale and exhale the 

smoke, and look around him with a degree of 

self-con1placency that. was most amusing. The 

fact itself is one requiring such a degree of 

management and dexterity as to bespeak the 

possession of instinct of no ordinary cha

racter. 
The dog-faced baboon, the upper figure on 

the right, in the engraving, is a native of the 
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environs of Mocha, and the east coast of the 
Red Sea ; with this exception, we are not ac
quainted with any species of baboon that is 
not of African origin. Of its habits and man
ners we are furnished with no particulars ; but 
they probably resemble those of the ursine 
baboon of South Africa, which appears to be 
a variety of this species, and of which we have 
copious accounts. 

The ursine baboon, when full grown, is of 
the size of a very large Newfoundland dog, and 
possesses great strength. It resembles the 
dog in the shape of its head, and is covered 
with shaggy, brownish hair, except on the face 
and paws, which are bare and black. On 
level ground it goes on all fours ; but, among 
rocks and precipices, it uses its hinder feet 
and hands as a human being would do, only 
with an inconceivably greater boldness and 
agility in clambering up the crags and spring
ing from cliff to cliff. 
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This species of baboon appears to be a 

harmless and inoffensive animal, living upon 

fruits and roots, which it digs out of the earth 

with its paws : but, for defence against its 

enemies, such as the hy&na, the leopard, and 

the wild dog, it is anned with formidable 

canine teeth, and, when driven to extremity, 

will successfully defend itself against the 

fiercest wolf-hound. It will grapple its an

tagonist by the throat with its fore-paws, 

while it tears open the jugular vein with its 

tusks. In this manner a stout baboon has 

been known to dispatch several dogs before 

he was overpowered ; nay, it is even asserted, 

that the leopard is sometimes defeated and 

worried to death by a troop of these animals, 

for it is only in large bands that they can 

resist this powerful enemy. 

The ursine baboons are occasionally trou

blesome to mankind, by robbing gardens, 

and corn-fields ; but Mr. Pringle, who has 
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furnished some interesting particulars respect
ing the habits of these animals, says, that 
though he resided for some years in a district 
where they are so numerous that it takes its 
name from them, he never heard of any per
son being attacked by them. A remarkable 
story is indeed told at the Cape of a party of 
these baboons carrying off an infant from the 
vicinity of Wynberg, a village about seven 
miles from Cape Town, and, when an alarm 
was given by the distracted mother, retreating 
with it to the summit of the precipitous moun
tains, three thousand feet high, which over
hang that pleasant village. The writer just 
mentioned was assured by persons of respect
ability that this occurred within their recol
lection, and that the child was recovered after 
a long, anxious, and perilous pursuit, without 
having sustained any material injury. He 
conjectures, however, that this singular ab
duction may have been prompted by the ma-
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ternal feeling of some female baboon, bereft 

of her own offspring, rather than by any fero
cious or mischievous propensity. 

This conjecture is corroborated by the 
strong attachment of these animals to their 

young. " Of this attachment," says Mr. Prin
gle, " I have frequently witnessed very affect
ing instances when a band of them happened 
to be discovered in the orchards or corn-fields. 
On such occasions, when hunted back to the 

mountains with dogs and guns, the females, if 
accidentally separated from their young, would 
often, careless of their own safety, return to 

search for them through the very midst of 
their pursuers. On more peaceful occasions 
I have often contemplated the1n with great 
interest. It is their practice to descend from 

their rocky fastnesses, in order to enjoy them
selves on the banks of the mountain-rivulets, 

and to feed on the nutritious bulbs which 
grow in the rich alluvial soil of the valleys. 
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While thus occupied, they usually take care 
to be within reach of some steep crag or pre
cipice, to which they may fly for refuge on 
the appearance of an enemy ; and some of 
their number are always stationed as sen
tinels on large stones or other elevated situa
tions, in order to give timely warning to the 
rest of the approach of danger. It has fre
quently been my lot, when riding through 
these secluded valleys, to come suddenly, 
when turning the corner of a rock, upon a 
troop of forty or fifty baboons, thus quietly 
congregated. Instantly, on my appearance, a 
cry of alarm would be raised by the sentinels ; 
and then the whole band would scamper 
off with the utmost precipitation. Off they 
would go, hobbling on all fours, after their 
awkward fashion on level ground; then splash
ing through the stream, if they had it to cross; 
then scrambling with most 1narvellous agility 
up the rocky cliffs, often many hundred feet 
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in height, and where certainly no other crea

ture without wings could follow them ; the 

large males bringing up the rear-guard, 

ready to turn with fury upon my hounds if 

they attempted to molest them ; the females 

with their young ones in their arms, or cling

ing to their backs. Thus climbing, and chat

tering, and squalling, they would ascend the 

perpendicular crags. I looked on and watched 

them, interested by the almost human affec

tion which they evinced for their mates and 

their offspring ; and sometimes also not a little 

amused by the angry vociferation with which 

the old satyr-like leaders would scold 1ne, when 

they had got fairly upon the rocks, and felt 

themselves secure from pursuit." 

According to other writers, it is sometimes 

dangerous for travellers to pass these baboons 

in the mountains, where they are very nu

merous. It is asserted that they will sit un

dismayed on the tops of rocks, and not only 
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roll but throw from them stones of immense . 
size. 

They seldom descend to the plains, except 
for the purpose of plundering the gardens 
about the foot of the mountains. While thus 
employed, they place sentinels to prevent any 
surprise. Breaking the fruit in pieces, they 
cram it into their cheek-pouches, in order 
afterwards to eat it at leisure, when out of 
danger. The sentinel, if he sees a man, gives 
a loud yell, which he prolongs for about a 
minute ; and the whole troop retreat with the 
utinost precipitation, the young ju1nping upon 
and clinging to the backs of their parents. 
When they discover any single person resting 
and regaling himself in the fields, they will 
cunningly steal up behind him, and snatch 
away whatever they can lay hold of; then, 
running to a little distance, they will turn 
round, seat themselves, and, with the most 
arch grnnaces imaginable, devour their 
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booty before the face of the 1nan ~horn they 

have robbed. They will sometimes hold 

it out in their paws, as if offering to give 

it back, and then employ such ludicrous 

gestures, that, though the poor fellow loses 

his dinner, he can seldom refrain from 

laughing. 
We are also told, that in the Cape territory 

they are often taken young and brought up 

with milk : and Kolben assures us, that they 

will become as watchful over their master's pro

perty as the mosf valuable house-dog in Eu

rope. lVIany of the Hottentots believe that they 

can speak, but will not, lest they should be 

enslaved and forced to work. Though not 

naturally carnivorous, they will eat meat or 

fish that is cooked. They are generally kept 

fastened by 1neans of a chain to a pole ; and 

their agility in climbing, leaping, and dodging 

any one that offers to strike them, is almost 

incredible. Though one of these ani1nals was 
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thus fastened up, it was found impossible to 
hit him with a stone at the distance of a few 
yards. He would either catch it like a ball 
in his paw, or avoid it with the most sur
prising agility. 

The varieties of the 1nonkey class are very 
numerous. Every country of the torrid zone 
swarn1s with these restless, petulant, and trou
blesome animals; and every forest is enlivened 
by their frolicson1e gambols. The inhabitants 
of those regions regard monkeys as one of 
the greatest pests, for they often do incredible 
dama:ge to the fields of Indian corn and rice, 
and are not less destructive to fruit. Their 
system of pillage rese1nbles that of the ba
boon, and :s conducted with equal sagacity, 
caution, and dexterity. They are also very 
troubleso1ne to travellers, pelting them with 
stones, dirt_, and branches of trees. Like all 
the other species of this tribe, monkeys mani
fest extraordinary attachn1ent to their young. 
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Male and female alternately fondle the little 

cub in their arms, and endeavour to instruct 

it in their own frolicso1ne pranks : and if the 

young one appears disinclined to profit by 

their example, or refuses to imitate their ac

tions, the parents overcome its obstinacy by 

well applied chastisement. 
The general food of this tribe consists of 

fruit, buds of trees, or succulent roots and 

plants: but they will also eat fish if they 

can get it. In their method of treating the 

oyster they display remarkable ingenuity. 

The moment the oyster opens its shells, the 

crafty creature slips a stone between them to 

prevent their clos~ng again, and then, with its 

hand, it takes out the fish. 
The figure and tricks of these animals are 

so well known from the numerous specimens 

of them to be seen in all our streets, that a 

detailed description of them would be super

fluous. Two individuals of the comn1on spe-
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cies are represented on the left in the en
graving. 

In many parts of India animals of the mon
key tribe are objects of worship to the natives, 
and magnificent temples are appropriated to 
their accommodation. 

M. D'Obsonville, who, during his travels in 
India appears to have been a close observer of 
the manners of these animals, says that the 
tenderness of the females, even in a com
pletely wild state, to their young, is very re
markable. They hold the1n in proper obe
dience, and the traveller relates that he has 
seen them suckle, caress, clean, and pick the 
vermin from their young, and afterwards, 
squatting on their hams, watch them with 
evident delight playing with one another. 
They would wrestle, throw, and chase each 
other ; and if any of them showed 1nalice in 
their antics, the dam would spring upon them, 
and, seizing them by the tail with one paw, 
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chastise them severely with the other. Some 
.would try to escape, but, when out of danger, 
they would approach in a wheedling, caressing 
manner, though always liable to relapse into 
the same faults : in other cases each would 
come at the first cry of the dam. If the latter 
removed to a little distance, the young would 
slowly follow ; but when there was occasion 
for haste, they always mounted on the backs 
or clung to the bosom of their mothers. 

Monkeys are generally peaceable enough 
among themselves, but will not suffer intru
ders of a different species. M. de Maisonpre 
and several other Europeans witnessed an in
stance of this antipathy at one of the pagodas 
of Cheringmn. A large strong monkey having 
stolen in, on the first cry of alarm, a number 
of males joined to attack the intruder. Aware 
of his danger, he, though much superior to 
any of them in size and strength, hastened to 
the top of a pyran1id eleven stories high, fol-
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lowed by the others. On reaching the sum
mit of the building, which terminated in a 
small round dome, he planted hi1nself firmly, 
and, taking advantage of his situation, seized 
three or four of the boldest of his pursuers, 
ai;id hurled them to the bottom. The rest, 
intimidated by these proofs of his prowess, 
after 1naking a great noise, retreated. The 
conqueror kept his post till evening, and then 
betook himself to a place of safety. 

Their conduct to such of their nu1nber as 
happen to become captives is remarkable. If 
one is chained in their neighbourhood, they 
attempt by all possible means to set hin1 at 
liberty : but, should their efforts prove inef
fectual, and he submit to slavery, they will 
never receive him again among them, should 
he by any chance escape, but fall upon and 
beat hirn away without mercy. 

Not content with the abundant supplies 
,vhich Nature affords in the woods, they sel-
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dom fail to steal from houses and gardens 
whatever they can carry away. When any of 
them perceives a child with bread or fruit in 
its hand, they will run up, frighten it, and 
snatch what it is eating. If a woman is dry
ing grain in the sun, which is a com1non 
practice in India, she will sometimes find it 
difficult to beat them off. Some of them slip 
round and pretend to steal, and the 1noment 
she runs to strike them, the others, watching 
the opportunity, fall to and seize the corn 
with the utmost address. 

The spider-monkey, the figure of which 
occupies the lower right hand corner of the 
engraving, is thus na1ned from the extraor
dinary length of its extremities, and from its 
peculiar 1notions. It is also called the four
fingered monkey, because it has no thumb on 
its fore paws or hands. It is an inhabitant of 
the hotter parts of South America, measuring 
about eighteen inches, and the tail two feet. 
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This appendage answers all the purposes of 
a hand ; the animal throwing itself about fro1n 
branch to branch, sometimes swinging by the 
foot, sometimes by the hand, but oftener and 
with greater reach by the tail. The prehen
sile part of this tail is not covered with hair, 
and forms an organ of touch as discriminating 
as the hand. 

Ulloa tells us that the 1nonkeys of this spe
cies, in order to pass from top to top of the 
lofty trees in their native forests, will form a 
chain by hanging down linked to each other 
by the tails, and thus swinging till the lowest 
catches -hold of a bough of the next tree, 
from which he draws the rest up. By the 
same expedient also they are said s01netimes 
to cross rivers when the banks are very steep. 
Stedman relates that one day he saw from his 
·barge one of these monkeys come down to 
the water's edge, rinse his mouth, and appa
rently clean his teeth with one of his fingers. 
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THE DOG. 

AMONG all the species of quadrupeds with 
which the earth is peopled, none has rendered 
more important services to man than the dog. 
One of the first, if not the very first, that he 
won to be his companion, the dog has assisted 
him to subdue the more powerful races of 
domestic animals to his will, and to repress 
the ravages of the ferocious inhabitants of the 
forest. He shares his master's dangers, de
fends his person, and guards his house and his 
property; in the desolate regions of the north 
he rivals in utility the stronger horse and 
reindeer, by conveying him across the bound
less wastes of snow ; and, under almost all 
circumstances, he manifests a strength of gra
titude and a warmth and constancy of attach
ment unequalled by any other race of the 
brute creation. 
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It seems certain that the shepherd's dog, 
if not the original stock, is one of the purest 
races of the domesticated animal. Its pricked 
ears, rough, long, thick hair, and especially 
its lounging, wolfish gait, are so many points 
of resemblance to several of the unreclaimed 
and perhaps n10re ancient races ; as the dhole 
or wild dog of India, the dingo of New Hol
land, the North American and Esquimaux 
dog, and the African hycena venatica of Mr. 
Burchell, which last fonns the closest i1nagi
nable connecting link between the dog and 
the hyama. In the process of long domesti
cation in civilized. countries, the shepherd's 
dog becomes more or less divested of these 
characteristics ; the ears become more or less 
pendulous, the hair short and thick, the figure 
of the legs more determined, and the pace 
bolder and more rapid. In England he cer
tainly rises into the 1nastiff, in France into the 
matin, in Germany into the hound. The in-
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fluence of food and climate does not end here. 

The hound, transported into Spain or Bar

bary, assumes, like most of the indigenous 

quadrupeds of those countries, a coat of long 

soft hair, and descends into the land or water 

spaniel. On the other hand, the grey ma.tin, 

transferred into the north, in a few genera

tions bec01nes the great Danish dog ; but set

tled in the south, establishes greyhound breeds 

of 1nany varieties. But transport the matin 

into Ireland, the Ukraine, Tartary, Epirus, 

Albania, and he is converted into that great 

wild dog, perhaps the most 1najestic of the 

species, called the Irish wolf-dog, of which only 

two or three individuals are said to be now ex

isting in the British isles. Our limits forbid 

any attempt to enumerate all the different spe

cies of dogs, or to describe the characteristic 

marks by which each is distinguished : we must 

therefore confine our remarks to those kinds 

which the artist has selected for delineation. 
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The n1astiff of Tibet and N epaul, the largest 
figure in the engraved group, is an admitted 
variety of the bull-dog, though its snout is 
rather longer, its eye deeply sunk, and its upper 
jaw projects beyond the lower : but, like ours, 
it has thick pendulous lips, although in an ex
aggerated form, and the size and power of the 
foot and paw are common to the two races. In 
intelligence and fidelity it is said to surpass 
the British bull-dog, but in courage it is by 
no means equal to our invincible variety. 
In the garden of the Zoological Society, Re
gent's Park, are a dog and bitch fro1n Tibet, 
which were given to that collection by his 
late Majesty. They are the first animals of 
that breed ever seen in England. 

The Scotch deer-hound, which occupies 
the right-hand side of the engraving, is a 
breed between the greyhound and the blood
hound. In hunting the red deer, the first 
object of the sportsman is to approach so 

I 
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near to the game as to wound the1n with 
their rifles, which, owing to the vigilance of 
the deer, and the acuteness of their sight, 
smell, and hearing, it is extremely difficult to 
do. They are followed by two or three high
landers carrying spare rifles, and leading the 
deer-hounds. When they have wounded any 
of the deer, the dogs are let loose upon the 
track of their blood, and they never leave it 
till they have brought the anin1al to bay, most 
commonly in some stream, where they keep 
him till the sportsman comes up and shoots 
him through the head. 

The greyhound, represented lying in the 
middle of the group, is the fleetest of all the 
varieties of the canine race; but, not pos
sessing the fine scent of other hounds, it can 
pursue only by the eye, and must be indebted 
for success to its astonishing speed. Such is 
the swiftness of the grey hound, that a fleet 
horse can scarcely keep up with him ; and so 
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great his ardour in the chase as not unfre
quently to occasion his death. Buffon con
jectures the greyhound to be a variety of the 
Irish wolf-dog, rendered more delicate by the 
difference of climate and managen1ent ; and it 
must be admitted that., both in form and dis
position, it bears a strong resemblance to that 
animal. In ancient times greyhounds were 
held in such esteem as to be considered a va-
1 uable present fro1n or to princes ; and., by the 
forest-laws of Canute., all persons under the 
degree of a gentleman were forbidden to keep 
a dog of that kjnd. 

The remaining figure., on the left of the 
engraving, is the dog of Mackenzie river. He 
is found in the northern parts of the American 
continent, and is a slender, graceful animal, 
with sharp nose and pricked ears., very 1nuch 
rese1nbling, except in colour, the arctic fox 
of the same regions, of which indeed he is 
considered as a variety. The hair, for the 
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most part white with black patches., js ex
tren1el y fine and silky, increasing in thickness 
in winter, and then becoming also 1nore ge
nerally white., the black parts assuming a 
much lighter colour, somewhat of a slaty gray. 
This species of dog is comn1only kept by the 
Hare Indians, because., from his light make 
and the breadth of his foot, he is peculiarly 
suitable for the pursuit of the moose-deer over 
the snow., without sinking, as a heavier dog 
would do. Three dogs of this species are in 
the gardens of the Zoological Society. 

Nearly akin to the dog of Mackenzie River, 
are the dogs of the E squimaux, Laplanders, 
and Kamtschadales. The Esquimaux dogs 
are brindled ; some black and white., others 
ahnost entirely black, and others of a dingy 
red. They are clothed in a thick furry coat, 
their hair being in winter three or four inches 
long. They never bark., but have a long me
lancholy howl, like the wolf. The Esquin1aux, 
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who inhabit the northernmost parts of Ame
rica, and the adjacent islands, are dependent 
on this animal for n1ost of their comforts ; for 
assistance in the chase; for carrying burdens, 
and for rapid conveyance across their snowy 
wastes. These animals, which receive from 
their masters scanty food and abundant chas
tise1nent, aid the1n in hunting the seal, the 
reindeer, and the bear. In su1n1ner one of 
them will carry a burden of thirty pounds 
weight., while attending his master; in winter, 
yoked in nu1nbers to sledges, they will drag 
several persons at the rate of seven or eight 
miles an hour, and perform journeys of sixty 
miles a dav. 

,I 

Captain Parry, in the journal of his second 
voyage to the arctic seas, has given a pictu
resque description of the manner in which the 
Esqui1naux dogs are employed in drawing 

sledges. 
" These dogs have a simple harness of deer 
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or sealskin going round the neck by one bight, 
and another for each of the forelegs, with a 
single thong leading over the back and at
tached to the sledge as a trace. Though they 
appear at first sight to be huddled together 
without regard to regularity, there is, in fact, 
considerable attention paid to their arrange
ment, particularly in the selection of a dog of 
peculiar spirit and sagacity, who is allowed by 
a longer trace to precede the rest as leader, 
and to whom, in turning to the right or left, 
the driver usually addresses hi1nself. This 
choice is made without regard to age or sex, 
and the rest of the dogs take precedency ac
cording to their training or sagacity, the least 
effective being put nearest to the sledge. The 
leader is usually from eighteen to twenty feet 
fro1n the fore part of the sledge, and the hind
most dog about half that distance ; so that 
when ten or twelve are running together, 
several are nearly abreast of each other. The 
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driver sits quite low on the forepart of the 
sledge, with his feet overhanging the snow on 
one side, and having in his hand a whip, the 
handle of which, made either of wood, bone, 
or whalebone, is eighteen inches, and the lash 
more than as many feet, in length. The part 
of the thong next the handle is platted to 
stiffen it and give it a spring, on which much 
of its use depends. The men acquire from 
their youth considerable expertness in the use 
of this whip, the lash of which is left to trail 
along the ground by the side of the sledge, 
and with which they can inflict a severe blow 
on any dog at pleasure. Though the dogs 
are kept in training entirely by fear of the 
whip, and indeed, without it would soon have 
their own way, its im1nediate effect is always 
detrimental to the draught of the sledge; for 
not only does the individual that is struck 
slacken his pace, but generally turns upon his 
next neighbour, and this, passing on to the 
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next, occasions a general divergency, accom
panied by the usual yelping and showing of 
the teeth. The dogs then come together 
again by degrees, and the draught of the 
sledge is accelerated: but, even at the best 
of times, by this rude mode of draught, the 
traces of one third of the dogs form an angle 
of thirty or forty degrees on each side of the 
direction in which the sledge is advancing. 
Another great inconvenience of the Esqui
maux method of putting the dogs to, besides 
that of not e1nploying their strength to the 
best advantage is the constant entanglement 
of the traces by the dogs repeatedly doubling 
under from side to side to avoid the · whip; so 
that after running a few miles, the traces 
always require to be taken off and cleaned. 

" In directing the sledge, the whips act no 
very essential part, the driver for this pur
pose using certain words, as the carters do 
with us, to 1nake the dogs turn 1nore to the 
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right or left. To these a good leader attends 
with admirable precision, especially if his own 
name be repeated at the same time, looking 
behind over his shoulder with great earnest
ness, as if listening to the directions of the 
driver. On a beaten track, or even where a 
single foot or sledge-n1ark is occasionally dis
cernible, there is not the slightest trouble in 
guiding the dogs : for, even on the darkest 
night, and in the heaviest snow-drift, there is 
little ·or no danger of their losing the road, 
the leader keeping his nose near the ground, 
and directing the rest with wonderful sagacity. 
Where, however, there is no beaten track, the 
best driver among them makes a terribly cir
cuitous course, as all the Esquimaux roads 
plainly show; these generally occupying an 
extent of six miles, when, with a horse and 
sledge, the journey would scarcely have 
amounted to five. On rough ground, as 
ainong hu1nmocks of ice, the sledge would be 
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frequently overturned, or altogether stopped, 
if the driver did not repeatedly get off, and, by 
lifting or drawing it to one side, steer clear 
of these accidents. At all times, indeed, ex
cept on a smooth and well-made road, he is 
pretty constantly employed thus with his feet, 
which, together with his never-ceasing vocife
rations and frequent use of the whip, renders 
the driving of one of these vehicles by no 
means a pleasant or easy task. When the 
driver wishes to stop the sledge, he calls out 
'W o, woa !' exactly as our carters do, but the 
attention to this command depends altoge
ther on his ability to enforce it. If the weight 
is small, and the journey homeward, the dogs 
are not to "\)e delayed : the driver is, therefore, 
obliged to dig his heels into the snow to ob
struct their progress, and, having thus suc
ceeded in stopping them, he stands up, with 
one leg before the foremost cross-piece of the 
sledge, till, by means of laying his whip• gently 
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over each dog's head, he has made them all 
lie down. 

"With heavy loads, the dogs draw best 
with one of their own people, especially a 
w01nan, walking a little way ahead: and in 
this case they are sometimes enticed to mend 
their pace by holding a mitten to the mouth, 
and then making the motion of cutting it with 
a knife, and throwing it on the snow, when 
the dogs, mistaking it for meat, hasten for
ward to pick it up. The women also entice 
the1n from the huts in a similar manner. The 
rate at which they travel depends of course 
on the weight they have to draw, and the road 
on which the journey is performed. When 
the latter is level and very hard and smooth, 
six or seven dogs will draw from eight to ten 
hundred weight, at the rate of seven or eight 
miles an hour; and will easily, under these 
circumstances, perforn1 a journey of fifty or 
sixty miles a day. 9n untrodden snow, twenty-
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five or thirty would be a good day's journey. 
The same number of well-fed dogs, with a 
weight of only five or six hundred pounds, that 
of the sledge included, are almost unmanageable, 
and will on a smooth road run any way they 
please, at the rate of ten miles an hour. The 
work performed by a greater number of dogs 
is, however, by no means in proportion to this, 
owing to the imperfect mode already described 
of employing the strength of these sturdy crea
tures, and to the more frequent snarling and 
fighting occasioned by an increase of numbers." 

The people of Kamtschatka derive nearly 
the same benefits from their dogs, and employ 
them in travelling in the same n1anner as the 
Esquimaux. Horses are not more useful to 
Europeans than these dogs to the inhabitants 
of the cheerless regions of the north. In the 
most severe storm, when their master cannot 
keep his eyes open or see the path, they very 
seldom miss their way; and if they do, they 
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go from one side to the other till by their 
smell they regain it. When, as it often hap
pens during a long journey, it is found impos
sible to proceed, the dogs, lying round their 
master, will keep hi1n warm and defend him 
from danger. They also foretell an approach
ing storm by stopping and scraping the snow 
with their feet : in which case it is always ad
visable to look out immediately for some vil
lage or place of shelter. The manner in which 
these dogs are treated is not best calculated to 
secure their attachment. In winter they are 
scantily fed upon putrid fish, and in summer 
they are turned loose to shift for themselves, 
till the return of the cold season renders it 
necessary that they should be again collected, 
and reduced once more to their state of labo
rious servitude. 
· In the same manner the dogs of Newfound
land, one of the most active and sagacious 
varieties, are employed in their native island 
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to draw sledges and carts laden with wood and 
fish, and to render many other useful services 
performed elsewhere by the horse. The peo
ple of -the Netherlands, too, have been long 
accustomed to use dogs for the purposes of 
draught; and the reader has doubtless obser
ved that in London the practice of harnessing 
them to light vehicles, trucks, baker's wheel
barrows, the small carts of itinerant venders 
of cats' meat, and the like, has bec01ne very ge
Il:eral ; and though their strength is not often 
employed in combination, as in the case of the 
Kanitschadale and Esquimaux sledge-dogs, 
still their · energy enables them to move con
siderable weights. 

If men have debased themselves by making 
these animals the instruments of their barbarity, 
as · in the use of blood-hounds by the Spaniards 
to exterminate the unoffending Indians of 
America, · another variety of these sagacious 
quadrupeds has displayed a truly affecting so-
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licitude, courage, and ingenuity, in the pre
servation of human life. These wonderful 
dogs, which have been trained to their bene
ficent occupation by the monks of the convent 
situated near the top of the mountain called 
the Great St. Bernard, not far from one of the 
n1ost dangerous passes between Switzerland 
and Savoy, belong, strictly speaking, to the 
subdivision of spaniels, which embraces also 
the shepherd's dog, the Esquimaux, and the 
other varieties most distinguished for intelli
gence and fidelity. 

In that dreary region the traveller is liable 
to be surprised by sudden snow-storms, or by 
avalanches, which are loosened masses of snow 
and ice that fall from the crests of the moun
tains, and bury every thing in their course. 
The benevolent monks, with their dogs, are in
cessantly in search of sufferers by such acci
dents of ature. Though the perishing man, 
benumbed with cold, and his senses yielding 
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to its stupifying influence, may be covered to 
. the depth of many feet by the snow, still the 

delicate scent of the animals enables them to 
discover the spot where he is entombed. They 
scratch away the snow with their feet, and by 
their barking call the monks and the labourers 
of the convent to their assistance. With a 
provident care to afford every chance of escape 
to the unfortunate travellers, the good fathers 
fasten a flask of spirits about the neck of one 
of the dogs and a cloak on the back of ano
ther. So successful have been the efforts of 
these noble animals in the cause of humanity, 
that one of them was decorated with a medal 
in commemoration of his having saved the 
lives of twenty-two persons, who must other
wise have perished. He was himself over
whelmed, in 1816, by an avalanche, together 
with two guides, while conducting a Pied
montese courier, in a very stormy season, to 
the little village of St. Pierre, at the foot of 
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the mountain. A well-known print represents 
another of these dogs, which, having found a 
boy whose mother had been destroyed by an 
avalanche, unhurt, asleep in the hollow of a 
glacier, and almost stiff with cold, delivered 
to him the bottle suspended from his neck, 
and, when he had refreshed himself, found 
means to induce hi1n to mount upon his back, 
and thus carried him to the gate of the con
vent. This dog, whose name was Barry, pos
sessed an insti.nct so astonishing for this 
humane employment, and a zeal and perse
verance so indefatigable, that he had been the 
means of rescuing from death upwards of 
forty persons. Having exhausted his strength 
in his philanthropic vocation, the prior of the 
convent sent him to Berne, there to pass the 
remainder of his days in repose. After his death 
his skin was stuffed, and it is now exhibited to 
the curious in the museu1n of Berne, with the 
bottle and collar which he bore in his life
time. 
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The do1nestic dog is scientifically distin
guished from the other varieties of the genus 
canis, which includes the fox, the wolf, the 
jackal, and the hyama, by having its tail 
curved upwards ; and it is worthy of remark 
that, whenever any part of the tail of the do
mestic dog is white, the tip also is of that 
colour. 

This valuable quadruped is unfortunately 
liable to a terrible disease, called hydrophobia, 
or canine madness, which he communicates by 
his bite to man and other animals. Human 
ingenuity has not yet discovered either a pre
ventive or antidote for this dreadful malady : 
the only expedient that has hitherto proved 
successful being to cut or burn out the bitten 
part. 

In some parts of Africa, in China, and in 
the South Sea Islands, dogs are bred and 
slaughtered for the sake of their flesh ; and 
in Fin1nark and Lapland for their hides. 
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A large volu1ne might be filled with anec
dotes illustrative of the docility, sagacity, in
telligence, courage, fidelity, and attachment 
of the dog ; we are obliged to confine our
selves to the selection of one or two for the 
amusement of the reader. 

The author of ' The Menageries' relates 
that in 1818 a gentleman from London took 
possession of a house at Horton, in Bucking
hamshire, the former tenant of which had re
moved to a farm about a mile distant. The 
new comer brought with him a fine French 
poodle, to do the duty of watchman in place 
of a fine N ewfound]and dog, which went away 
with his master : but a puppy of the same 
breed was left behind, and was incessantly 
persecuted by the poodle. As the puppy grew 
up, the persecution still continued. One day 
he was missing for some hours ; at length he 
returned, bringing with him his old friend, the 
large dog, when both instantly fell on the 
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unfortunate poodle, and killed him before he 
could be rescued from their fury. In this 
case, observes the narrator, the injuries of the 
young dog must have been made known to 
his old companion, a plan -of revenge concert
ed, and that plan formed and executed with 
equal promptitude. 

An officer of the 44th regiment, who had 
occasion, when in Paris, to pass one of the 
bridges across the Seine, had his boots, which 
had been previously well polished, covered 
with dirt by a poodle-dog rubbing against 
then1. He went in consequence to a shoe
black stationed on the bridge, and had them 
cleaned. The same circumstance having oc
curred more than once, his curiosity was ex
cited, and he observed the dog. He saw him 
roll himself in the mud of the river, and then 
watch for a person in well-polished boots, 
against which he contrived to rub himself. 
Finding that the shoe-black was the owner of 
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the dog, he taxed him with the artifice ; and 
after a little hesitation he confessed that he 
had taught the dog the trick in order to pro
cure customers. The officer, being much 
struck with the sagacity of the dog, purchased 
him at a high price, and brought him to Eng
land. I-laving kept him for some time tied 
up in London, he then released him. The 
animal remained with hin1 for a day or two, 
and then made his escape. A fortnight after
wards he was found with his old master on the 
bridge, pursuing his former vocation. 

In the month of December, l 78fl, a surgeon 
residing on the border of Cheshire was sum
moned to give professional attendance at I-Iea
ton, near Manchester, and set out late on a 
frosty, star-light night, on foot and unattend
ed, to return home. On passing a warehouse, 
·opposite to the New Cross in Manchester, a 
large buff-coloured mastiff came snuffing about 
his legs. Supposing the dog to be the guar-
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dian of the warehouse, he was at first some
what alarmed ; but speaking in soothing 
terms to conciliate the anin1al, he proceeded 
slowly, and was surprised to find that the dog 
followed close at his heels. He desired him 
in a commanding manner to be gone, and 
even used severe threats to make hin1 leave 
him, but to no purpose. As, however, the 
animal showed no resentment, the surgeon 
detern1ined not to interfere with him any 
more, and the dog still continued to follow 
him. In his further progress he was passed 
by two men ; pres en tl y two others crept from 
under the railing by the road-side in his rear. 
Having thus surrounded, they soon closed 
upon hi1n, ordered him to stop, and at
tempted to collar him. He told them that 
if they gave him any interruption he would 
set his dog at them ; and, as two of the ruf
fians, not intimidated by this threat, advanced 
to lay hold of him, he called to the dog to 
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seize them. The animal, immediately leaping 
at the throat of the foremost, threw him to 
the ground; and in falling he knocked down 
his companion. Availing hi1nself of this op
portunity, the surgeon ran for some distance, 
till overtaken by his unknown protector, out 
of breath with the contest. A little further 
on he experienced another slight interruption 
from a man carrying on his shoulder what the 
traveller took to be a gun, and who called to 
him to proceed no further. The surgeon re
plied that if he advanced a step nearer to him 
his dog should tear him in pieces, as he had 
served two villains just before. This menace 
had the desired effect, and he reached home 
without further molestation. Here he mi
nutely examined his new friend, gave hirn a 
plentiful repast, took him to the stable to rest 
· till morning, and left particular direc6ons for 
the servant not to let him escape. This cau
tion, however, was not communicated to the 
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woman, who opened the stable-door as usual, 
when the dog rushed out, leaped over the 
yard gate, and was never seen afterwards ; 
nor could it ever be traced to whom he be
longed, whence he ca1ne, or whither he went. 

THE WOLF. 

THE features of the wolf have a general re
semblance to those of the large shepherd's 
dog, with a head, however, which approaches 
more closely to that of the dingo, or dog of 
New Holland. From the nose to the inser
tion of the tail the wolf measures about three 
feet and a half in length, and two and a half 
in height. In Europe his colour is a mixed 
black, brown, and. gray; in Africa ash-coloured 
and yellowish red ; in America, entire I y black 
in su1nmer and white in winter, or of a reddis_h 
hue. In all the species the colour of the eye-
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balls is a glowing green, and the eyes are so 

set as to open slanting and upwards, in a line 

parallel to the direction of the nose. The 

general aspect of his gaunt, long body, clothed 

with strong, rough hair, and mounted on high 

muscular legs, is fierce and ravenous ; and his 

insidious motion and deceptive pace, which 

appear to be slow and lazy, while he is actu

ally advancing very rapidly upon his object, 

betray the craftiness and cruelty of his dispo

sition. He is described, when not in quest of 

prey, as being generally dull and cowardly ; 

but when under the influence of hunger, like 

other carnivorous quadrupeds, he manifests 

extraordinary boldness and activity. He at

tacks the fold of the shepherd and the stable 

· of the farmer : in pursuit of sheep, horses, and 

~ther cattle, he defies the protection of man 

himself, and turns upon and overcomes the 

very dogs by which he has been hunted the 

day before. The female is remarkable for the 



THE WOLF. 49 
affectionate solicitude with which she brings 
up her young, and the desperate courage with 
which she will defend them. 

The wolf is spread over almost the whole 
of the new as well as the old world, and espe
cially abounds in the polar regions, braving 
the rigour of everlastin_g winter with as much 
energy and vivacity as he manifests beneath 
the milder skies of Europe, or in the burning 
regions of Africa. 

In the northern countries of civilized Eu
rope wolves are very ferocious, visiting parti
cular districts son1eti1nes in prodigious flocks, 
and co111mitting the most terrible depreda
tions. Thus, in 18Ql, the inhabitants of the 
town of Gefle, in Sweden, were annoyed by the 
continual incursions of wolves fro1n the re
moter parts of the province of Gestrickland, 
which destroyed numbers of children, and 
carried off and devoured a girl nineteen years 
of age. 
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These animals are subject to that dreadful 

canine maladyJ the hydrophobia ; a melan

choly proof of which occurred in the same 

yearJ 1821J in a small village in the depart-

1nent of the Upper PyreneesJ in FranceJ when 

two 1nenJ who had been bitten by a wolf in 

this rabid state, died of the disease. 
The British . islands are almost the only 

portion of Europe in which the wolf has been 

exterminated; though under the Saxon mo

narchs he was very common in them. In the 

reign of Athelstan wolves abounded in York

shire to such a degree thatJ at FlixtonJ near 

ScarboroughJ a place of retreat was built for 

the protection of travellers against their at

tacks. King Edgar remitted the punishment 

of certain crimes on the production of a spe

cified number of wolves' tongues ; and instead 

of the annual tribute payable by W alesJ he 

exacted three hundred wolves' heads. Not

withstanding these efforts to extirpate the 
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race, these animals had so much increased in 
number in the reign of Edward I. that this 
monarch issued a mandate to Peter Corbet to 
assist in their destruction : and in the county 
of Derby certain persons held their lands by 
the suit of hunting and destroying the wolves 
which infested the country ; whence this te
nure was called wolve-hunt. In Scotland, the 
last wolf was killed in the latter end of the 
17th century by Sir Ewen Cameron ; and in . 
Ireland the race was not entirely extirpated 
till about the year 1710. 

The black wolf is found in the United 
States of America, and has been described 
under the name of Canis nubilus, or Clouded 
Wolf. The menagerie in the Tower of Lon
don contains a pair of wolves, the hair of 
which is of that mottled or clouded colour 
from which the variety has been thus named. 
It is larger and stronger than the common 
wolf; and, though of fierce aspect, it has not 
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that sinister look of apprehension united with 
ferocity by which the wolf species in general 
is characterised. The tail of the A1nerican 
wolf is shorter, the head larger, the 1nuzzle 
rounder, than that of the European: his ex
pression has less of that character which we 
call sneaking, but he is equally voracious. 

Of the habits of the wolves of America, 
where there are several varieties, we have 

been furnished with interesting particulars by 
recent travellers. In the perilous journey of 
Captain Franklin to the Polar Sea, he and 
his c01npanions were often obliged to contend 
for their scanty fare with the prowling wolves 
of those inclement regions. On one occasion, 
when they had killed a moose-deer, and buried 
part of the body, the wolves absolutely dug it 
out from under their feet and devoured it 
while the weary men were asleep. At an
other tin1e, when the travellers had killed a 

deer, they saw by the light of the aurora 
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borealis eight wolves waiting around for their 
share of the prey ; and the hideous howling 
of the ferocious animals, and the crackjng of 
the surrounding ice, would have prevented 
sleep, had they even dared to yield to it. 
Sometimes, however, they assisted the hungry 
travellers in the discovery of food ; for when
ever they perceived a group of wolves and a 
flight of crows, they knew that a prize was at 
hand, and someti1nes came in for a share of it, 
if the animal had been recently ki1led. 
. The very wolves of these desolate regions, 
though beyond the annoyance of man, appear 
to have an instinctive fear of him ; for they 
would fly before the little band, without at
tempting any resistance, and even shun the 
encounter with a single individual. Thus we 
are informed in Captain Franklin's work that, 
one evening, when the weather was sultry, 
" Dr. Richardson, having the first watch, had 
gone to the summit of the hill, and re1nained 
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seated, contemplating the river that washed 
the precipice under his feet, long after dusk 
had hid distant objects from his view. His 
thoughts were perhaps far distant from the 
surrounding scenery, when he was roused by 
an indistinct noise behind him ; and, on look
ing round, perceived that nine white wolves 
had ranged then1sel ves in the form of a 
crescent, [ the mode generally adopted by a 
pack of wolves to prevent the escape of any 
ani1nal which they pursue,] and were ad
vancing, apparently with the intention of 
driving him into the river. On his rising up, 
they halted ; and when he advanced, they 
1nade way for his passage down to. the tents." 

The extreme cunning of 'the wolves, when 
in pursuit of a creature of superior speed, is 
shown in the following passage from the same 
interesting work : "So 1nuch snow had fallen, 
that the track we intended to follow was com
pletely covered, and our march was very fa-
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tiguing. We passed the remains of two red 
deer, lying at the basis of perpendicular cliffs, 

_ from the summits of which they had probably 
been forced by the wolves. These voracious 
animals, who are inferior in speed to the 
moose or red deer, are said frequently to have 
recourse to this expedient in places where 
extensive plains are bounded by precipitous 
cliffs. While the deer are quietly grazing, 
the wolves assemble in great numbers, and, 
forming a crescent, creep slowly towards thE 
herd, so as not to alarm them much at first ; 
but when they perceive that they have fairly 
hemmed in the unsuspecting creatures, and 
cut off their retreat across the plain, they 
move 1nore quickly, and, with hideous yells, 
terrify their prey, and urge them t'o flight by 
the only open way, which is towards the pre
cipice ; appearing to know that, when the 
herd is once at full speed, it is easily driven 
over the cliff, the rearmost urging on those 
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that are before. The wolves then descend at 
leisure and feast on the mangled carcases." 

The wolves of the arctic regions bear so 
strong a resemblance to the dogs -of the Es
quimaux, that, notwithstanding their mutual 
antipathy, the latter are regarded by some 
naturalists as a race of domesticated wolves. 
Captain Parry, in the Journal of his Second 
Voyage, relates, that" a flock of thirteen wolves, 
the first yet seen, crossed the ice in the bay from 
the direction of the huts, and passed near the 
ships. These animals had accompanied, or 
closely followed the Esquimaux on their jour
ney to the island the preceding day ; and they 
proved to us the most troublesome part of 
their suite. They so much resemble the Es
quimaux dogs, that, had it not been for some 
doubt among the officers who had seen them, 
whether they were so or not, and the con
sequent fear of doing these poor people an 
irreparable injury, we might have killed 1nost 
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of thern the sa1ne evening, for they carne 
boldly to look for food within a few yards of 
the Fury, and remained there for sorne time." 
We are told, in the same journal, that a few 
days afterwards, "these animals were so hun
gry and fearless, as to take away some of the 
Esquimaux dogs in a snow-house, near the 
Heda's stern, though the 1nen were at the 
time within a few yards of them." The same 
traveller further mentions, that a Newfound
land dog, belonging to one of the ships, having 
been enticed to play by some wolves which 
were prowling about the vessels, would have 
been carried off by thein, had not the sea1nen 
gone in a body to his rescue. 

In De Broke's work we find also so1ne re
markable particulars illustrative of the ani
mosity existing between the dog and the wolf. 
" I observed,'' says he, "in setting out from 
Sormjole, that the peasant who drove my 
sledge was armed with a cutlass; and, on 
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inqu1nng the reason, was . told that, the day 
preceding, while he was passing in his sledge 
the part of the forest we were then in, he had 
encountered a wolf, which was so daring that 
it actually sprang over the hinder part of the 
sledge, and attempted to carry off a small dog 
which was sitting behind him. During my 
journey from Tornea to Stockholm, I heard 
every where of the ravages committed by 
wolves, not upon the human species or the 
cattle, but chiefly upon the peasg,nts' dogs, 
considerable numbers of which had been de
voured. I was told that these were the fa
vourite prey of this animal ; and that in order 
to seize upon them with the greater ease, it 
puts itself into a crouching posture, and be
gins to play several antic tricks, to attract 
the attention of the poor dog, which, caught 
hy these seeming demonstrations of friendship, 
and fancying it to be one of his own species, 
from the similarity, advances towards it to · 
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join in the gainbols, and is carried off by its 
treacherous enemy. Several peasants that I 
conversed with mentioned their having been 
eye-witnesses of this circumstance." 

Notwithstanding the savage ferocity of the 
wolf, a few instan~es of his having been tamed 
are on record. Buffon brought up one, which 
remained very quiet and docile till about 
eighteen months old, when he broke his fet
ters and ran off, after killing a number of 
fowls and a dog, with which he had lived in 
the greatest fa1niliarity. Sir Ashton Lever 
also had a tame wolf, which, by proper educa
tion, was entirely divested of the natural fe
rocity of his species. M. de Candolle, the 
celebrated naturalist of Geneva, in one of his 
lectures on the subject of the changes which 
take place in animals when under the do
minion of man, related that a lady residing 
near Geneva had a tame wolf, which appeared 
to be as strongly attached to his mistress as a 
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spaniel. She had occasion to leave ho1ne for 
so1ne weeks ; the wolf manifested the greatest 
distress after her departure, and at first re
fused to take food. He was much dejected 
during the whole tin1e of her absence; and, 
on her return, as soon as the animal heard her 
footsteps, he bounded into the room in an 
ecstasy of delight ; and, springing up, placed 
a paw on each of her shoulders, but the next 
moment fell back and instantly expfred. 

Mons. F. Cuvier has also recorded a very 
remarkable instance of the affection of a tame 
wolf for his master. He was brought up in 
the same manner as a puppy, and re1nained 
till full grown with his original owner, who, 
being obliged to go abroad, presented him to 
the 1nenagerie at Paris. For many weeks 
after this separation he was quite discon
solate; scarcely taking any food, and being 
indifferent to his keepers ; at length he began 
to manifest attach1nent to those about him, 
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and seen1ed to have forgotten his old affec
tions. After an absence of eighteen 1nonths 
his master returned : the wolf heard his voice 
in the gardens of the n1enagerie, and on being 
set at liberty displayed the most vehement 
joy. Again separated from his friend, his 
grief was as intense as on the former occasion. 
His 1naster again returned after an absence of 
three years. It was evening : the den of the 
wolf was concealed from view, yet no sooner 
did he hear the voice of the 1nan, than he set 
up the most anxious cries. When the door 
was opened, he rushed towards his friend, 
leaped upon his shoulders, licked his face, and 
threatened to bite his keepers when they at
tempted to separate them. When the man 
left him he fell sick, and refused his food ; 
and, after his recovery, which was long very 
doubtful, it was always dangerous for a stran
ger to approach hi1n : he appeared to scorn 
the formation of new friendships. 



62 THE JACKAL. 

The wolf is valuable for his skin aloneJ 
which makes a warm and durable fur. Mac
kenzie informs usJ that in one year (1798) the 
Canada Fur Company exported to England 
three thousand eight hundred wolf-skins. 

THE JACI{AL. 

THERE is no essential difference between 
the jackal and the dog. The average length 
of three individuals belonging to the Zoologi
cal SocietyJ is about two feetJ and they are 
about one foot in height at the rnost elevated 
part of the back. The tailJ bushy J as in the 
foxJ is about seven inches in length. The 
headJ neckJ thighsJ and outer part of the 
limbs and earsJ are of a dirty yellow ; un
der . the neck and bodyJ and the inner sur
face of the limbsJ somewhat white ; while 
the back and the sides of the body to the 
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tail are of a gray yellow, which is abruptly 
divided from the surrounding lighter co
lours. The long hairs of the tail have black 
tips, so that the extremity of the tail itself 
appears black. The eyes are small, the pupils 
round as in the dog; the eye-balls, muzzle, 
and nails black. 

The jackal, of the species called the Asiatic., 
abounds all over the continent of Africa and 
the countries of Southern Asia, where he ren
ders the same kind of service as the vulture 
and the hyama, in devouring every species of 
ani1nal substance, the effluvia of which would 
otherwise taint the air, and possibly engender 
disease and pestilence. Prowling about by 
night in troops, the jackals will enter towns and 
villages, ravaging poultry-yards and gardens, 
and even destroying children, if they are left 
unprotected. Penetrating into stables, and 
outhouses, they consume every article made 
of leather; and, familiarly entering the tent of 
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the sleeping traveller, they will carry off what
ever they can find. For want of living prey 
they will devour the most putrid carcases, 
and even disinter the dead, when the grave 
is not made of sufficient depth. When they 
cannot obtain animal food, they subsist on 
fruits and nuts, burrowing in the earth, where 
they lie all day, and sallying forth at night 
in quest of prey. They are gregarious, as-

. sembling in packs of forty, fifty, and even two 
hundred ; hunting by the nose, for they have 
a very quick scent, like hounds in full cry; 
from evening till morning filling the air with 
the most horrid howlings. When they com
mence their _ chase, the lion, panther, and 
other large beasts of prey, whose ears are 
dull, rouse themselves to action, and follow the 
jackals in silence, till they have hunted down 
their prey, when they co1ne up and devour 
the fruits of their labour. I-Ience the jackal, 
from an erroneous idea that he is in confe-
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deracy with the lion for the pursuit of their 
mutual prey, has been popularly called "the 
lion's provider." 

The nocturnal cry of the jackal is described 
as more terrific than the howl of the hyama, 
or the roar of the tiger. Captain Beechey, in 
the account of his expedition to explore the 
north coast of Africa, says :-" The cry of 
the jackal has something in it rather appal
ling, when heard for the first time at night; 
and, as they usually come in packs, the first 
shriek which is uttered is always the signal 
for a general chorus. We hardly know a 
sound which partakes less of harmony; and 
indeed the sudden burst of the long pro
tracted scream, succeeding immediately to the 
opening note, is scarcely less impressive than 
the roll of the thunder-clap immediately after 
a flash of lightning. The effect of this music 
is very much increased when the first note is 
heard in the distance-a circumstance which 

VOL. II. F 



66 THE JACKAL. 

often occurs-and the answering yell bursts 
out from several points at once, within a few 
yards, or feet, of the place where the auditors 
are sleeping." 

The Barbary jackal, about the size of a fox 
and of a brownish fawn colour, has a bushy 
tail. He is found in Egypt, never in flocks, 
like the common jackal, but always singly. 
In his habits he much rese1nbles the , fox, 
stealing abroad, often in the open day, and 
carrying offpoultry and eggs. In the hunting 
of wild birds also he exhibits extraordinary 
craft and agility. His cunning is strikingly 
depicted in the following narrative by Sonnini: 
-" One day as I was meditating in a garden, 
I stopped near a hedge. A jackal, hearing 
no noise, was coming through the hedge to
wards me, and when he had cleared it, he 
was just at my feet. On perceiving me he 
was so surprised that he remained motionless 
for some seconds, without even attempting to 
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escape. His eyes were fixed steadily on me; 
and perplexity was painted in his countenance 
in a manner of which I could not have sup
posed it susceptible, and which denoted great 
delicacy of instinct. On my part., I was afraid 
to move lest I should put an end to this situa
tion, ·which afforded me much pleasure. At 
length, after he had taken a few steps, first to 
one side, then to the other, as if too much 
confused to know which way to get off~ and 
keeping his eyes still upon me, he retired, 
not running, but creeping with a slow step, 
setting down his feet one after another with 
singular caution. He seemed so much afraid 
of making a noise in his flight, that he held 
up his large tail almost in a horizontal line, 
that it might neither drag on the ground nor 
brush against the plants. On the other side 
of the hedge I found the fragments of his 
n1eal, which had consisted of a bird of prey, 
great part of which he had devoured.'' 
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The third species, com1nonly called the Cape 
jackal, from its inhabiting the territory of the 
Cape of Good Hope, like the preceding, resem
bles a fox, and is characterised by a triangular 
n1ark of blackish gray upon the back, broad 
at the shoulders, and tern1inating in a point 
at the origin of the tail. 

THE HYJENA. 

OF the two varieties of the hyama, the 
striped and the spotted, which are spread over 
the greater portion of Africa and the southern 
half of Asia, the former is best known to Eu
ropeans : it is found both solitary and in nu
merous troops in Morocco and the forests of 
western Africa, in Syria and throughout India. 
The spotted hyama roves in prodigious num
bers through Abyssinia, the territories of the 
Cape, and the surrounding countries. 
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The figure of the hyrena is gaunt and un

couth : his head is rather large, his back 
much arched, his loins spare, and, as com
pared with the depth of his withers and his 
short, thick, and bony neck, apparently weak . 
His eye is large, round, and extremely rest
less, and characterised by an expression of 
mingled cunning and cruelty, cowardice and 
sagacity, which is not less wonderful than 
formidable. The forelegs present a curious 
deformity, bejng almost as graceless as those 
of a turnspit dog. The upper and lower limb 
are at different angles to the body, and not 
very unlike in this respect those of the cay
man, or South American alligator. 

This animal is generally about the size of 
a large dog, being about two feet in height, 
and upward s of three feet in length from the 
muzzle to the tail, though it is sometimes 
found of twice that length. The usual colour 
of the striped variety is a pale grayish brown, 
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with a tawny cast ; and the whole body is 
marked with blackish transverse bands, run
ning from the back downward, those on the 
legs being most numerous and of the deepest 
colour. The spotted hyama is very similar in 
general shape to the striped, but commonly 
smaller. The colour of the hide is a dirty 
yellow, approaching to a blackish brown on 
the belly and limbs, with spots also of a black
ish brown, more or less deep, on all parts of 
the body excepting the under part of the 
belly and breast, the inner surface of the 
limbs, and the head : the extremity of the 
muzzle is black, and the tail brown, without 
spots. 

Dwelling in the same climates as the jackal, 
the hyrena makes his abode, like that aninial, 
in rocky caves and subterraneous dens, pursues 
his prey by night with hideous yells, and, 
when rendered desperate by hunger will fear
lessly face man himself. Like the jackal, too, 
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he seems to take a strange pleasure in search
ing for water among the ruins of those ancient 
cities which are scattered over the remoter 
plains and deserts of the countries in which 
he has fixed his inauspicious abode. The 
presence of these fierce beasts of prey amidst 
classic ruins seems to be the very bitterness 
of desolation: their howlings form the most 
dreadful dirge over the proudest dust of human 
grandeur. 

The hyama is not more ready to attack 
mankind than most of the larger and more 
ferocious quadrupeds : but, when impelled by 
hunger, he invades the precincts of the village 
or camp in quest of horses, camels, asses, oreven 
poultry, he shows a disposition for offensive as 
well as defensive warfare. At such times it is 
dangerous to attack him, as he will turn upon 
his pursuer with desperate obstinacy. Owing 
to the prodigious strength of his jaws, and 
their peculiar articulation, his bite is most 
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terrible. His teeth grind bone, cartilage, and 
flesh, with almost equal facility, and his ap
petite is immoderately voracious. 

If the hyIBna is an annoyance and a scourge 
in the countries where he dwells, his presence 
is nevertheless beneficial, inasmuch as he is 
one of those animals appointed by Providence 
to act the part of scavengers in the tropical 
regions, by devouring the carcases which 
might otherwise generate infectious diseases. 
For this purpose he is endowed with the 
faculty of acute smell, which conducts him t 
his food. Thus in the very hour when an~ 
quadruped falls, the sharp-scented hyIBnas im
mediately make their appearance, and rush 
into the encampments of man for their share 
of the prey. At Cape Town they formerly 
came down into the streets unmolested by the 
in.habitants to clear the shambles of their re
fuse. Sparrman relates an amusing story of 
their boldness, for the truth of which, how-
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ever, he does not altogether vouch. One 
night, at a carouse near the Cape, a trumpeter 
who had taken too 1nuch liquor was carried 
out of doors in order to cool and sober him. 
A tiger wolf ( as the spotted hyama was called 
by the Dutch), attracted by the scent, seized 
and threw him on his back, and bore him off 
like a corpse, and consequently a good prize, 
towards Table Mountain. The drunken mu
sician meanwhile awoke, sufficiently sensible 
to be aware of the danger of his situation. 
With his trumpet, which was fastened to his 
side, he sounded the alarm, and the beast, 
terrified in his turn, dropped his prey and 
scampered off. Any person but a trumpeter 
would doubtless have furnished the marauder 
with a supper. 

It is certain that there are occasions when 
the hyrena, rendered bold by extreme hunger, 
will carry off very large animals, and assault 
human habitations, and even towns, with the 
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most daring ferocity. Major Denham relates 
that in Bournou, in the n1onth of August, when 
the great lake overflows, the water drives the 
wild beasts from their haunts in the jungles, and 
forces then1 to take refuge in the standing corn 
and someti1nes in the immediate neighbourhood 
of the towns. Owing as much to this cause 
as to the heavy falls of rain, people are afraid 
to venture out of their habitations. " The 
hyamas," he continues, "which are everywhere 
in legions, now grew so extremely ravenous, 
that a good large village, where I s01netimes 
procured a draught of sour milk in my duck
shooting excursions, had been attacked the 
night before my last visit, the town absolutely 
carried by storm, notwithstanding defences of 
the prickly tulloh, nearly six feet high, and 
two donkeys, whose flesh these animals are 
particularly fond of, carried off, in spite of 
the efforts of the people. We constantly 
heard them close to the walls of our town at 
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night ; and on a gate being left partly open, 
they would enter and carry off any unfortu
nate animal that they could find in the streets." 

Bruce assures us that, during his residence 
in Abyssinia, the hyrenas were a plague in 
every situation, both in the city and in the 
field, and that they surpassed even the sheep 
in number. " Gondar was full of them," says 
he, "fro1n the time it became dark till the 
dawn of day, seeking the different pieces of 
slaughtered carcases which this cruel and un
clean people expose in the streets without 
burial, and who firmly believe that these ani
mals are f alas ha [ that is., men transformed by 
magic into beasts J from the neighbouring 
mountains, come to eat human flesh in the 
dark in safety. Many a time at night, when 
the king had kept me late in the palace, and 
it was not n1y duty to lie there, in going across 
the square from the king's house, not many hun
dred yards distant, I have been apprehensive lest 
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they should bite me in the leg. They grunted 
in great numbers about me, although I was 
surrounded with several armed men, who 
seldo1n passed the night without wounding or 
slaughtering some of them. 

It would appear from facts related by Bruce 
that the hyama of Barbary is far less fierce 
than that of the central regions of Africa. He 
assures us that in Barbary he has seen the 
Moors in the day-time take this anin1al by 
the ears, and haul him along without his offer
ing any other resistance than drawing back ; 
and the hunters will take a torch in their 
hands, enter a cave, and, pretending to fasci
nate him by a senseless jargon, throw a blan
ket over hi1n and drag him out. By way of 
experiment, the traveller himself once locked 
up a goat, a kid, and a lamb all day with a 
Barbary hyIBna when fasting; and he found 
them in the evening alive and unhurt; but 
on a repetition of the experiment, he ate up a 
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young ass, a goat, and a fox before morning, 
leaving nothing but a few fragments of the 
bones of the ass. 

The opinion maintained, not only by the 
keepers of wild beasts, but also by writers on na
tural history, that the hyrena cannot be tamed, 
is disproved by experience. It is true that in 
captivity this animal displays a fierce and un
tractable disposition, and is very in1patient of 
confinement. Pennant and Buffon make men
tion of hyrenas which had been rendered as tame 
as dogs; and Barrow, in his "Travels in South
ern Africa," says : " The cadaverous crocuta 
[the spotted hyrena] has lately been domesti
cated in the Snewberg, where it is now con
sidered one of the best hunters after game, 
and as faithful and diligent as any of the com
mon sorts of domestic dogs." Mons. F. Cuvier 
also relates that a young animal of thjs spe
cies., taken at the Cape, had been tamed with
out difficulty. His keepers had co1nplete com-
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mand over his affections; but his rage was 
very great occasionally when strangers ap
proached him. Bishop Heber saw an hy&na 
in India belonging to a gentleman who had 
kept him for several years, and whom he 
followed about like a dog, fawning on persons 
with whom he was acquainted, and the good 
bishop mentions this as an instance " how 
much the poor hy&na is wronged when he is 
described as untameable." The author of 
'The Menageries,' adduces the further ex
ample of an individual kept some years ago at 
Exeter Change, which was so tame as to be 
allowed to walk about the exhjbition-room, 
and was afterwards sold to a person who took 
him out into the fields merely confined by a 
string. Being purchased by a travelling show
man, who kept him constantly in a cage, his 
ferocity from that time became quite alarming: 
he would not suffer any stranger to approach 
him, and gradually pined away till he died. 
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THE WILD CAT. 

THE wild cat, from which all the domestic 
varieties have proceeded, is a native of Eu
rope and Asia, and is still to be found in some 
of the 1nore woody and unfrequented parts of 
the British islands. It has a larger head and 
stronger limbs than the domestic cat, and its 
colour is a pale yellowish gray, with dusky 
stripes, those on the back running lengthwise, 
and those on the sides transversely, and in a 
curved direction. 

This animal is twice or three times as large 
as the house cat, and proportionably strong 
and formidable. We are assured, that a wild 
cat, killed in Cumberland, measured five feet 
from the nose to the end of the tail. It is 
the fiercest and most destructive beast of prey 
that we have in Britain ; living mostly in 
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trees, and prowling about a night in quest of 
birds and small animals. Sometimes it will 
sally from its usual retreats, and make great 
havoc among poultry; and it will also kill 
young lambs, kids, and fawns, and is exceed
ingly destructive in rabbit-warrens. 

Wild cats are taken in traps, or by shoot
ing. In the latter case it is dangerous to ap
proach them, if only wounded ; for they will , 
attack their pursuer, and have such stTength 
as to be formidable enemies. A tradition is 
extant, of a severe conflict between a man and 
a wild cat, at the village of Barnborough in 
Yorkshire. It is said that the fight com
menced in a neighbouring wood, and was con
tinued thence to the porch of the church, 
where it terminated fatally for both con1bat
ants, who died of their wounds. A rude 
painting in the church comn1emorates the 
event; and, as some of the stones have a 
natural red tinge, it has been asserted that 
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these are stains produced by the blood of the 
combatants, which the application of soap and 
water has not been able to efface. 

Wild cats were formerly reckoned among 
the beasts of chase; as it appears from a 
charter granted by Richard II. to the abbot 
of Peterborough, giving him privilege of hunt
ing the hare, the fox, and the wild cat ; and 
at a much earlier period it was an object of 
the sportsman's diversion. 

Wild cats are' found in almost every coun
try of the old and new world, and existed in 
America before its discovery by Europeans. 
The Persian province of l(horasan is cele
brated for a beautiful varjety of this animal. 
I ts size is about the same as that of our c01n
mon cat; its colour is a fine gray, and for soft
ness and lustre, its skin cannot be surpassed. 
The tail, which is long, and covered with hair, 
five or six inches in length, it frequently turns 
up on its back, like a squirrel, and it then 
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resembles a plume of feathers. The cat of 
Angora is larger than the common wild cat. 
Some of the individuals of this kind are white, 
others of a dun colour ; and all of them have 
a ruff of long hair round the neck, which gives 
them the appearance of small Eons. 

THE SERVAL. 

THIS is a beautiful animal of the cat tribe, 
son1ewhat larger than the wild cat, and in
habits the mountainous parts of India. I ts 
general colour is a pale yellow, but white on 
the belly and breast. The whole body is 
variegated with black spots, equally distri
buted on every part. The eyes are extremely 
bright and piercing, the ta1l short, and the 
fee t armed with long, hooked claws. 

The serval is extremely fierce, but avoids 
man, unless provoked, when it will dart furi-
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ously on the offender and attack hin1 with 
teeth and claws in the same manner as the 
panther. It is seldom seen on the ground, 
living chiefly in trees, where it makes a nest, 
and rears its young, subsisting chiefly on birds, 
in pursuit of which it leaps from tree to tree 
with astonishing agility. 

THE LION. 

FROM his great size, and prodigious strength, 
the lion, undoubtedly the most dignified and 
majestic of quadrupeds, has been for ages po
pularly styled " The King of Beasts," and 
older travellers and poets have invested him 
with such attributes of courage, generosity, 
and magnanimity, as are not altogether con
firmed by the observations of modern writers 
and naturalists. 

The lion is spread over the whole continent 
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of Africa and the tropical regions of Asia. 

The average length of the African lion, from 

the end of the muzzle to the insertion of the 

tail, is about six feet, and the height above 

three feet. Some individuals, indeed, reach 

eight feet, and the Asiatic species has been 

known to exceed ten feet in length. His 

head is very large ; his face is covered with 

short close hair, while the upper part of the 

head, the neck., and the shoulders., are coated 

with long, shaggy hair, hanging down below 

the breast and over the shoulders like a mane ; 

the hair of the body being long., smooth, and 

of a uniformly pale tawny colour., inclining 

to white on the lower part. The tail is ter

minated by a long tuft of rather black hair, 

which is peculiar to the species. 
The interior of Africa is more peculiarly 

the dominion of the lion., where he reigns 

supreme among the weaker animals. Dwell

ing in the thickest part of the forests., he 



THE LION. 85 

seldom shows himself by day, in consequence 
of the formation of his eye, which nearly re
sembles that of the cat ; at the approach of 
night he quits his retreat, and prowls about in 
search of prey, usually concealing himself in a 
thicket, from which he suddenly darts upon 
his victim. His roar, when exasperated, is 
generally compared to thunder, and, being re
echoed by the rocks and mountains, appals all 
the other species of quadrupeds. He usually 
knocks down his prey with his paw, and rarely 
attacks it with his teeth till he has inflicted 
the mortal blow. His teeth are so strong 
that he breaks the largest bones with ease, and 
swallows them with the flesh. 

The lion does not willingly attack any 
animal unless provoked, or extremely hungry : 
in the latter case he is said to fear no danger 
and to be repelled by no resistance. His 
method of taking his prey is almost always to 
throw himself upon it with one prodigious 
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bound from his place of concealment: but, jf 
he chances to miss his object, he will not, 
according to the invariable report of the 
Hottentots, pursue it any further, but, as 
though he were ashamed, turning round to 
the place where he lay in ambush, he will 
slowly, and step by step, 1neasure as it were 
the exact distance between the two points, to 
ascertain how much he fell short of or exceeded 
his mark. 

The following story, however, shows that 
the lion is not deficient in perseverance :-A 
Hottentot driving his master's cattle into a 
pool of water between two ridges of rock, per
ceived a huge lion couching in the midst of 
the pool. The beast seemed to have his eyes 
fixed upon him. Terrified at the unexpected 
sight, he took to his heels, and ran through 
the herd, concluding that if the lion should 
pursue he would content himself with the first 
beast he came to. The lion, contrary to his 
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expectation, dashed through the herd, n1aking 
directly after the Hottentot, who, on looking 
round and observing that the 1nonster had 
singled him out, contrived to scramble up a 
tree-aloe, in the trunk of which a few steps 
had been cut for the purpose of ascending to 
some birds' nests in the branches. -The lion 
made a spring at him, but, missing his aim, 
fell to the ground. In surly silence he walked 
round the tree, casting at ti1nes a terrific look 
towards the poor Hottentot, who had crept 
behind the nests, which belonged to a small 
bird of the Loxia family, which builds its nests 
in clumps, sometimes not less than ten feet in 
diameter, and containing a community of se
veral hundred individuals. Under cover of 
one of these structures the Hottentot skreened 
himself from the sight of the lion. Here, 
having remained silent and motionless for a 
considerable time, he ventured at length to 
peep over the side of the nest, hoping that 
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the lion had retired : but, to his astonishment 
and horror, his eyes 1net those of the formi
dable animal, which, as the poor fellow after
wards expressed it, flashed fire at him. At 
last the lion laid himself down at the foot of 
the tree, and did not move from the place for 
twenty-four hours, .at the end of which time 
he went to a spring at some distance to drink. 
The man then ventured to descend, and scam
pered off to his home, which was not more than 
a mile distant, as fast as he could. He arrived 
in safety ; but such was the perseverance of 
the lion that, as it afterwards appeared, he 
returned to the tree, and, perceiving that the 
Hottentot was gone, tracked him by the scent 
to within three hundred paces of the house. 

Another striking instance of the courage 
and perseverance of the lion is related by 
Sparrman. One of these animals had broken 
into a walled enclosure in which cattle were 
kept, through fl1e latticed gate, and done con-
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siderable damage. The people belonging to 
the farm, sure that he would come again, 
stretched a rope across the entrance, fastening· 
to it several loaded guns in such a manner 
that they must necessarily discharge their 
contents into the body of the lion as soon as 
he should push against the cord, as he was 
expected to do, with his breast. The iion 
accordingly came before dark ; but, having 
probably some suspicions respecting the cord, 
he struck it away with his foot, and, undaunt
ed by the report of the loaded pieces, he ad
vanced steadily, and devoured the prey which 
he had left untouched before. 

The prodigious strength of this animal may 
be inferred from the following facts :-A lion 
was once seen at the Cape to take a heifer in 
his mouth, and, though the animal's legs drag
ged on the ground, he seemed to carry her off 
with as 1nuch ease as a cat does a rat, leaping 
with her over a broad ditch without any diffi-
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culty. Sparrman was assured by two farmers 
on whose veracity he could rely, that, when 
hunting near Bosjes1nan's River with several 
Hottentots, they perceived a lion dragging a 
buffalo from the plain to a wood upon a neigh
bouring hill. They soon forced him to quit 
his prey, in order to n1ake prize of it them
selves, and found that he had had the sagacity 
to take out the heavy entrails of the buffalo 
to lighten the carcase. It is not by strength 
alone, however, that he conquers so large an 
animal, for which purpose he is obliged to 
resort both to agility and stratagem. Steal
ing upon the buffalo, he fastens with both his 
fore-paws upon the mouth and nostrils of the 
beast, which he squeezes close together till 
the poor animal is stifled. One of the colo
nists was said to have witnessed a circnn1-
stance of this kind, and others asserted that 
they had seen buffaloes which must have es
caped from the clutches of lions, bearing marks 
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of their claws about the muzzle. They de
clared., however., that the lion endangered his 
life in such an attempt., especially if any other 
buffalo was near to assist his companion. It 
was related that a traveller once had an op
portunity of seeing a female buffalo with her 
calf, covered in the rear by a river, keep at 
bay for a long time five lions which surrounded 
her, and durst not., so long as the traveller 
was in sight, venture upon an attack. 

The lion of South Africa is said to prefer the 
flesh of the 1-Iottentot to that of any other ani
mal; and next to this he manifests the greatest 
fondness for the flesh of the horse and' the 
buffalo. The sheep he seldom deigns to prey 
upon, being probably too indolent to take the 
trouble of stripping off its woolly covering. 
It is commonly believed that he will devour 
as much at once as will serve him for two or 
three days; and that, when glutted with food, 
he returns to his den, where he remains in-
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active till hunger again compels him to sally 
forth in quest of more. 

Mr. Pringle, who was a settler in the east
ern frontier of the Cape colony, has given, in 
his " Ephemerides," a highly picturesque de
scription of the perils incident to lion-hunting 
in Southern Africa. The marauder in this 
instance had stolen a few of the writer's sheep 
and killed his riding-horse, about a hundred 
yards from the door of his cabin; and, know
ing that this animal, when he does not carry 
off his prey, usually conceals himself in the 
vicinity, and is apt to be very dangerous by 
prowling about the place in search of 1nore 
game, he collected his Scottish neighbours, 
and about a dozen bastaard, or mulatto, Hot
tentots to assist in dislodging the enemy. 

" The first point," says Mr. Pringle, "~as 
to track the lion to his covert, This was 
effected by a few of the Hottentots on foot. 
Con1mencing from the spot where the horse 



THE LION. 
, 

93 
was killed, we fairly tracked him into a strag
gling thicket of brushwood and evergreens 
about a mile distant. The next object was to 
drive him out of this retreat, in order to attack 
him in close phalanx and with more safety 
and effect. The approved method in such 
cases is to torment him with dogs till he 
abandons his covert and stands at bay in the 
open plain. The whole band of hunters then 
march forward together, and fire deliberately 
one by one. If he does not speedily fall, but 
grows angry and turns on his enemies, they 
must then stand close in a circle and turn 
their horses rear-outward; some holding them 
fast by the bridle, while the others kneel to 
take a steady aim at the lion as he approaches, 
sometimes up to the very horses' heels, couch
ing every now and then, as if to measure the 
distance and strength of his enemies. This is 
the moment to shoot him fairly in the fore
head, or some other mortal part. If they con-
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tinue to wound him ineffectually till he waxes 
furious and desperate, or if the horses, startled 
by his terrific roar, grow frantic with terror 
and burst loose, the business becomes rather 
serious, and may end in mischief, especially 
if all the party are not men of courage, cool
ness, and experience. The frontier Boors are, 
however, generally such excellent marksmen, 
and withal so cool and deliberate, that they 
seldom fail to shoot him dead as soon as they 
get within a fair distance. 

" Our Hottentots, after recounting to us all 
these and other sage laws of lion-hunting, 
were themselves the first to depart from them. 
Finding that the few indifferent hounds we 
had made little impression upon the enemy, 
they divided themselves into two or three 
parties, and rode round the jungle, firing into 

· the spot where the dogs were barking round 
him, but without effect. At length, after 
son1e hours spent in beating about the bush, 



THE LION. 95 
the Scottish blood of some of my countrymen, 
began to get impatient; and three of them 
announced their determination to march in 
and beard the lion in his den, provided three 
of the Hottentots, who were superior marks
men, would support them, and follow up the 
fire, should the enemy venture to give battle. 
Accordingly, in they went, in spite of the warn
ings of s01ne more prudent men among us, to 
within fifteen or twenty paces of the spot 
where the animal lay concealed. He was 
couched among the roots of a large evergreen 
bush, with a small space of open ground on 
one side of it; and they fancied, on approach
ing, that they saw him distinctly lying glaring 
at them from under the foliage. Charging the 
Bastaards to stand firm and level fair, should 
the!J miss, the Scottish champions let fly to
gether, and struck-not the lion, as it after
wards proved, but a great block of red stone, 
beyond which he was actually lying. Whe-
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ther any of the shot grazed him is uncertain ; 
but, with no other warning than a furious 
growl, forth he bolted from the bush. The 
pusillanimous Bastaards, in place of now pour
ing in their volley upon hi1n, instantly turned, 
and fled helter-skelter, leaving him to do his 
pleasure upon the defenceless Scots, who, with 
empty guns, were tumbling over one another, 
in their hurry to escape the clutch of the 
rampant savage. In a twinkling he was upon 
them, and with one stroke of his paw dashed 
the nearest to the ground. The scene was 
terrific. There stood the lion with his foot 
upon his _prostrate foe, looking round in con
scious power and pride on the bands of his 
assailants, and with a port the most noble and 
imposing that can be conceived. It was the 
most magnificent thing I ever witnessed. The 
·danger of our friends, however, rendered it 
too terrible to enjoy either the grand or the 
ludicrous part of the picture. We expected 
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every instant to see one or more of them torn 
in pieces ; nor, though the rest of the party 
were standing within fifty paces, with their 
guns cocked and levelled, durst we fire for 
their assistance. One was lying under the 
lion's paw, and the other scrambling towards 
us in such a way as to intercept our aim at 
him. All this passed far more rapidly than I 
have described it. But luckily the lion, after 
steadily surveying us for a few seconds, seem
ed willing to be quit with us on fair terms ; 
and., with a fortunate forbearance., for which he 
met with but an ungrateful recompense., turn
ed calmly away., and, driving the snarling dogs 
like rats from his heels., bounded over the ad
joining thicket like a cat over a footstool, 
clearing brakes and bushes, twelve or fifteen 
feet high, as readily as if they had been tufts 
of grass., ahd, abandoning the jungle, retreated 
towards the mountains. 

"After ascertaining the state of our rescued 
VOL. II. H 
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comrade, who fortunately had sustained no 

other injury than a slight scratch on the back, 

and a severe bruise in the ribs, fro1n the force 

with which the animal had dashed hjm to the 

ground, we renewed the chase with Hotten
tots and hounds in full cry. In a short time 

we came up again with the enemy, and found 

him standing at bay under an old mimosa 

tree, by the side of a mountain stream. The 

dogs were barking around, but afraid to ap

proach him, for he was now beginning to 

growl fiercely, and to brandish his tail in a 

manner that showed he was meditating mis

chief. The Hottentots, by taking a circuit 

between him and the mountain, crossed the 

stream and took a position on the top of a 

precipice overlooking the spot where he stood. 

Another party of us occupied a position on 

the other side of the glen ; and, placing the 

poor fellow thus between two fires, which con

fused his attention, and prevented his retreat, 
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we kept battering away at him till he fell, 
unable again to grapple with us, pierced with 
many wounds. 

"He proved to be a full-grown lion of the 
yellow variety, about five or six years of age. 
He measured nearly twelve feet from the nose 
to the tip of the tail. His fore-leg, below the 
knee, was so thick that I could not span it 
with both hands ; and his neck, breast, and 
limbs appeared, when the skin was taken off, 
a complete congeries of sinews." 

The lion of Hindostan is scarcely less for
midable to the natives of _that country than 
the tiger its elf. An enormous animal of this 
species, supposed to be the largest ever seen 
in India., was killed some years since near 
Kurnaul. From the end of the nose to the 
the tail measured ten feet two inches ; his 
height to the top of the shoulder, was four 
feet six inches ; and the circumference of the 
fore-leg two feet four inches. He had killed 
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eight villagers, and done much other mischief 
before information of his being in the neigh
bourhood reached the British cantonments. 

Of the dangerous nature of lion-hunting in 
India, the following narrative of a day's sport 
near Kaira, Bombay, in December 1811, will 
afford a sufficient illustration. 

Intelligence having been received at Kaira, 
that three lions had been discovered in a small 
jungle two miles from Beereje, im1nediate pre
parations were made to go in quest of them. 
Subsequent accounts stated that the size and 
fierceness of the marauders had struck terror 
into the neighbouring villages ; that six of 
the natives, who had incautiously approached 
their haunts, had been torn and mangled, and 
left to expire in the greatest agonies ; and 
that it was no longer safe for the inhabitants 
to follow the usual occupations of husbandry, 
or to turn out their cattle, as several of them 

had been hunted down and killed. 
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These reports only served to stimu1ate the 
ardour of the sportsmen, and a party of six
teen having assembled, repaired to the scene 
of action, accompanied by a body of armed 
men belonging to the adaulut and. revenue 
departments. The guides conducted them 
to the precise spot where the three lions 
were reposing in state. The party cautiously 
advanced to within a few paces of the jungle 
without disturbing the inmates. Three dogs 
which had joined the hunt, unconscious of 
the danger, pushed on, and were received 
with such a sepulchral groan as n1ade the 
bravest for a moment hold in their breath. 
One of the dogs was killed, and the other two 
fled and were seen no more. 

Presently a lioness was indistinctly perceived 
at the mouth of the den. A few arrows were 
discharged, with a view to irritate her, and to 
induce her to make an attack on her assail
ants : but she broke cover in an opposite di-
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rection, accon1panied by two cubs about two
thir<ls grown. The party pursued on foot as 
fast as the newly ploughed ground would per
mit, till suddenly one of the men who had 
been stationed in the trees called out to the 
hunters to be upon their guard. In conse
quence they turned aside to some heights, 
whence they descried an enormous lion ap
proaching them through an open field at an 
easy canter, and lashing with his tail in a style 
of inexpressible grandeur. 

The foremost of the party presented their 
pieces, and fired just as the animal had cleared 
at one . bound a chasm twelve feet broad 
which was between them. Though appa
rently wounded in the shoulder, he sprung at 
one of the gentlemen, whose arm he dread
fully lacerated. Feeling at the same moment 
a peon's lance, he relinquished his first hold, 
seized the poor man by the throat, and stran
gled him before the party durst fire for fear 
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of killing his victim. He was now at bay, 
but sheltered in such a manner as rendered it 
difficult to bring him down; when, suddenly, 
the man on the look-out gave another alarm, 
and the party ahnost immediately perceived a 
lioness, which had broken cover, approaching 
their rear. At the same instant they heaxd 
the shrieks of men, women, and children, oc
casioned by the animal crossing the road in 
the midst of the coolees, who were carrying 
refreshments to the village. A woman and 
child were almost immediately sacrificed, the 
former being literally torn in pieces. 

The gentlemen, with the peons, now left 
the fust. enemy to attack the lioness, who 
threatened the .village. From the rapidity of 
the pursuit, the party . could not keep very 
compact. Four of the collector's peons having 
approached the spot where the lioness had 
lain down, she immediately sprang upon the 
nearest, brought him to the ground, crushed 
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his scull, and tore his face so that not a fea
tlue was distinguishable, and his flesh literally 
hung in the wind. A co1npanion, who ad
vanced to his assistance, was seized by the 
thigh : in the agony of pain the man caught 
the beast by the throat, when she loosed his 
thigh and fastened on his arm and breast. 
At this m01nent the gentlemen approached 
within fifteen paces, and, while she was still 
standing over her victim, lodged twenty balls 
in her body. She retreated to the hedge, 
where some more shot put an end to her life. 
Both the peons died in a few hours. 

So many lions have been brought to Europe, 
that they are beco1ne very common in our me
nageries. When taken young, they are capa
ble of being rendered very gentle and tract
able. Many of our readers may have seen the 
keepers and strangers also take all sorts of 
liberties with these formidable animals, and 
even put their heads into their jaws, with-
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out their showing any signs of anger. The 
Bengal lion and the two African lions in 
the Tower allow great familiarities to their 
keepers. But it is not always safe to trust 
oneself in their power, for the natural ferocity 
of some lions is never wholly subdued. A 
few years since, a lion belonging to a small 
collection 0£ wild beasts killed a man, who, 
being newly appointed to the charge of them, 
ventured into his cage and struck him there ; 
and the same ani1nal tore the scalp from the 
head of a boy who had incautiously approach
ed too near his cage at Bartholomew fair. 

Numerous instances of the gentleness, saga
city, and gratitude of the lion, while in a state 
of domestication, are nevertheless on record. 
He has been known to spare the lives of ani
mals thrown in to be devoured by him ; to live 
peaceably with the1n ; to afford them part of 
his food ; and even to want food himself, 
rather than deprive them of that life which 



106 THE LION. 

his generosity once spared. Some years ago 

a dog was put into the cage of a lion in the 

menagerie of the Tower, for food ; but the 

stately animal spared his life, and they dwelt 

together for a long time in the same den in 

perfect harmony, and appeared to have a 

great affection for one another. The dog had 

sometimes the impudence to growl at the lion, 

and even to dispute with him the food that 

was thrown to them; but the noble beast was 

never known to chastise his little cmnpanion 

for his impertinent conduct, but usually suf

fered him to eat quietly till he was satisfied, 

before he began his own repast. 

A singular instance of the same kind of 

generosity was displayed at Vienna in 1791, 

at a combat exhibited between a lion and a 

:r:iumber of large dogs. As soon as the noble 

animal made his appearance, four large bull

dogs were turned loose upon him ; but three 

of them, when they came near him, took fright 
. ' 



THE LION. 107 
and ran away. The fourth alone had courage 
to ren1ain and make the attack. The lion, 
without rising from the ground on which he 
was lying, with a single stroke of his paw in
stantly stretched the rash assailant motion
less ; he then drew him towards him, and laid 
his fore-paws upon him in such a manner that 
only a small part of his body could be seen. 
The spectators concluded that the dog was 
dead, and that the lion would devour him. 
Presently, however, the dog began to move, 
and struggled to get loose, which the lion 
permitted him to do; apparently intending 
only to warn his adversary by what had hap
pened not to meddle with him any more. But 
when the dog attempted to run away, and had 
already got halfway across the enclosure, the 
indignation of the lion seemed to be roused : 
he leaped from the ground, and in two 
bounds reached the fugitive, who had just 
gained the paling, and was whining to have 
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the door opened for his escape. The fligh~ of 
the animal had called into action the instinc
tive propensity of the monarch of the forest; 
his defenceless ene1ny now excited his pity ; 
and the generous lion stepped back a few 
paces and looked quietly on while a small 
door was opened to let the dog out of the 
enclosure. A shout of applause was raised by 
the assembly, who received a gratification far 
superior to what they had expected. 

Brown relates, that while he was resident 
at Darfur, he purchased two lions., one of 
which was only four n1onths old. This animal 
he rendered, by degrees, so tame that he ac
quired most of the habits of a dog. He would 
satiate himself twice a week with butchers' 
offal, and then com1nonly sleep for several 
hours successively. When they were together, 
~nd food was given to them, they were furious 
to each other, and to any one who approached 
them; but, excepting at such times, though 
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both were males, they never disagreed, or 
manifested any signs of ferocity towards the 
human race. Even la1nbs passed them with
out molestation. The sultan had also two 
tame lions, which, with their attendant, always 
came into the market to feed. 

The lion is a long-lived animal. Buffon 
calculated that the duration of his life might 
be about twenty-five years ; but we know that 
it sometimes extends, even in confinement, to 
a much longer period. The great lion, called 
Pompey, which died in the Tower in 1760, 
had been there above seventy years, and an
other died in the same place at the age of 
sixty-three. 
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THE LIONESS. 

THE lioness differs fro1n her mate in not 

having a mane, in the comparative smallness 

of her head, and the 1nore slender proportions 

of her body. Assisted by the lion, she nurses 

her cubs with the greatest care and assiduity, 

and accompanies them in their first excursions 

for plunder. 
It is asserted that the lioness occasionally 

manifests symptoms of jealousy, as an instance 

of which the following anecdote is related : -

In the beginning of the last century, a lion 

and lioness were kept in the menagerie of_ the 

landgrave of Hesse-Cassel, in two cages, close 

_ to each other, separated by a single grating, 

and communicating by means of a door, which 

could be opened whenever ·it was thought 

proper to let the two ani1nals be together. 
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They were both very tame towards the keeper 
and his wife. The latter, having once caress
ed the lion for a considerable time, the lioness 
observed it with evident tokens of displeasure, 
and showed an inclination to break through 
the grating to get at the woman. The door 
of communication between the two cages, not 
being properly secured, unluckily gave way; 
and the lioness, darting at the woman, would 
have sacrificed her to her jealous fury, had 
not the lion interposed and defended her. 

THE TIGER. 

• THE tiger, commonly called the royal tiger, 
is confined to the hot countries of Southern 
Asia, westward of the Indus, and extending 
northward to China. No country, however, 
is so much infested with tigers as Hindostan, 
and no part of that peninsula so much as the 
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province of Bengal, the southern portion of 
which, towards the mouths of the Ganges, 
forming a vast labyrinth of woody islands 
called the Sunderbunds, may be called the 
great rendezvous of these destructive animals. 

Of all the species of the cat fan1ily the tiger 
is the largest, the strongest, and the most 
ferocious; so completely resembling in fonn 
the domestic cat, that the latter might almost 
be called a tiger in miniature. It is as beau
tiful as it is formidable. The purity of the 
white colour about the forehead, and under 
the throat and belly, is superbly contrasted by 
the jet black of the stripes with which the 
face, back, sides, tail, and legs, are profusely 
marked, and by the bright reddish brown, and 
occasionally yellow, of the ground or prevail
ing tint of its hi.de. The enormous size which 
it attains in Sumatra and Hindostan, combined 
with these beautiful markings, causes tiger
skins from those countries to be favourite ar-
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ticles of furniture in the houses of the wealthy 
Chinese ; though, for texture and general 
quality, the furriers of Europe deem them 
inferior to the skins of the leopard and pan
ther of the Old World and the jaguar of the 
New. -

The average height of the tiger is about 
three feet, and the length nearly six; but the 
species varies considerably in size, some indi
viduals having been found much taller and 
longer than the lion himself. T~e largest 
tigers of Bengal measure ten feet, exclusively 
of the tail, and some of them are as high as a 
middle-sized horse. 

The tiger is commonly considered to be un
equal to the lion in muscular strength, but the 
efforts which the former has been often known 
to make contradict this opinion. Nothing 
can daunt the temerity or repress the ravages 
of this fierce marauder when goaded by hun
ger. Under this impulse he will quit the 

VOL. IL I 
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forests for the public roads, and, abandoning 
the chase of wild beasts, make man his favou
rite prey. An official report made in 1819 to 
the government of India, showed that, in a 
single district of no great extent, eighty-four 
inhabitants had been devoured in the preceding 
year by tigers. In the low marshy islands at, 
the mouth of the Ganges, numbers of the per
sons em.ployed in the salt works are annually 
destroyed by these daring animals, which will 
even take to the sea and swim from one island 
to another in quest of prey. In short, the 
tiger is the scourge of a great portion of south
ern Asia and of the Indian islands. 

The swiftness and the strength of this ani
mal are such, that it will seize a man on 
horseback, pull him from the saddle, and, hold
ing him in his mouth, carry hi1n by surprising 

·bounds or leaps into the nearest covert. The 
weight of a man, or even a ~eavier animal, in 
its mouth, does not appear to incommode it 
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or to impede its ordinary swiftness. One blow 
of its fore-leg is sufficient to break the leg 
of a horse or even a buffalo. 

Some conception of the strength of the tiger 
may be formed from the following circum
stance :-A buffalo belonging to a peasan~ fell 
into a quagmire, and, the united efforts of 
several men to extricate him proving ineffec
tual, the owner went to seek further assist
ance. During his absence a prodigious tiger 
came and drew out the animal. When the 
people returned, the first thing they saw was 
the tiger with the buffalo thrown over his 
shoulder as a goose is by a fox : he was car
rying him off, with his feet upwards, to his 
den. As soon as he perceived the men, he 
dropped his prey and fled to the woods : but 
he had previously killed the buffalo and sucked 
his blood. When it is considered that the 
buffalo frequently grows to twice the size of 
our ordinary cattle, some notion may be 
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formed of the immense strength of a beast 

which could thus run off with a carcase more 

than twice as large as itself. 
The tiger leaps upon his prey like the lion, 

frequently clearing more than twelve feet at 

a spring. Such, we are told, is the terror 

with which he strikes other beasts, that at 

sight of him the horse trembles all over, lies 

down, and resigns himself to his fate without 

attempting either to fight or fly. He never 

roars when near his prey, unless he be rave

nously hungry. D'Obsonville describes his 

i-oar as particularly horrid. It begins, he 

says, by intonations and inflections at first 

deep, melancholy, and slow; presently it be

comes n1ore acute, when the animal, suddenly 

collecting himself, utters a violent cry, inter

_rupted by long tremulous sounds, which to

gether make a distracting impression upon 

the mind. It is_ chiefly in the night that this 

is heard, when silence and darkness add to 
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the horror, and the roarings are repeated by 
the echoes of the mountains. 

Perrin styles the tigers the guardacostas of 
the Ganges, from the vigilance with which 
they watch vessels sailing up and down the . 
river. The crews of boats are al ways pro
vided with hatchets, for the purpose of chop
ping off the enormous paws of the tigers when 
they set them on the gunwale. We are as
sured that, let the crew of a boat be ever so _ 
numerous, if there happens to be a single 
Black among them, the ferocious beast selects 
the latter in preference to all the rest, pro
bably attracted by the peculiar s1nell arising 
from the skin of the natives. 

The tiger appears to prefer human flesh to 
any other prey, and takes all opportunities of 
gratifying this taste, even in defiance of a 
large company. In this manner the unfortu
nate Mr. Munro, son of Sir Hector Munro, 
was killed in l 795Z by a tiger on Sangar island, 
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in the Ganges. "We went on shore,'' says 
one of the company, "to shoot deer, of which 
we saw innumerable tracks, as well as of 
tigers ; notwithstanding which we continued 
our diversion till near three o'clock, when, 
sitting down by the side of a jungle to refresh 
ourselves, a roar like thunder was heard, and 
an immense tiger seized our unfortunate 
frierid, and rushed again into the jungle, drag
ging him through the thickest bushes and 
trees, every thing giving way to his monstrous 
strength : a tigress accompanied his progress. 
The united agonies of horror, regret, and fear 
rushed at once upon us. I fired on the tiger : 
he seemed agitated: my companion fired also, 
and in a few moments our unfortunate friend 
came up to us bathed in blood. Every me
dical assistance was· vain, and he expired in 
twenty-four hours, having received such deep 
wounds from the teeth and claws of the animal 
as rendered his recovery hopeless. A large 
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fire consisting of ten or twelve whole trees 

was blazing by us at the ·time this accident 

took place, and ten or more of the natives 

were with us. We had hardly pushed our 

boat from that accursed shore, when the 

tigress made her appearance, almost raging 

mad, and re1nained on the sand while we con

tinued in sight." 
In 181~ a party of Brjtish naval and mili

tary officers were dining in a jungle at some 

distance from Madras, when a ferocious tiger 

rushed in among them, seized a young mid

shipman, and flung him across his back. In 

the first emotion of terror, all the other officers 

snatched up their arms and' retired some paces 

from the assailant, who stood lashing his sides 

with his tail, as if doubtful whether he should 

seize more prey or retire with what he had 

secured. They knew that it is usual with the 

tiger, before he seizes his victim, to deprive it 

of life by a pat on the head, which generally 
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breaks the skull ; but this is not his invariable 
practice. Though the little midshipman lay 
motionless on the back of his enemy, the 
officers were uncertain whether he had received 
the mortal pat or not, and were consequently 
afraid to fire, lest they should kill him to
gether with the tiger. ' While they were in 
this state of suspense., they perceived the hand 
of the youth gently moving over the side of 
the animal, and, supposing the motion to be 
the effect of the convulsive throbs of death, 
they were about to fire, when, to their utter 
astonishment, the tiger suddenly dropped 
stone dead ; and their young friend sprang 
from the carcase, triu1nphantly waving a 
bloody dirk drawn from the heart, for which 
he had been feeling with the utmost coolness 
and circumspection, when the motion of his 
hand had been mistaken for a dying spas1n. 

The following curious fact, related by Pen
nant, shows that the tiger, like the lion, may 
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be easily daunted by any sudden opposition 
from human beings. Some ladies and gentle
men, being on ~ party of pleasure, under the 
shade of a clump of trees, on the bank of a 
river in Bengal, observed a tiger preparing 
for a fatal spring. One of the ladies, from 
the impulse of the . moment, laid hold of an 
umbrella, and furled it full in the face of the 
animal, which, intimidated by the , unusual 
phenomenon, im1nediately retired. 

A tiger of immense size had destroyed so 
many persons in the neighbourhood of Chan
dernagore that the whole population was sum
moned out to deliver the country from his de
predations. A detachment of troops also was 
ordered by the governor to go in quest of the 
monster, which was discovered lying appa
rently asleep. A volley was fired ; the animal 
lay motionless, and was conceived to be dead. 
The sergeant went up to look at his victim, 
when the tiger raised his paw, struck his talons 
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into his head, and tore away the whole flesh of 
his face, eyes, nose, mouth and all. The paw 
then dropped and the animal expired. He 
measured thirteen feet from the tip of the nose 
to the extremity of the tail. 

When the tiger is hungry nothing will deter 
hiln from his object. The dawks or postmen 
throughout India travel on foot: one man car
rying the letter-bag over his shoulder, and 
being accompanied at night, and through all 
suspicious places in the day-time, by one or 
more men with small drums and an archer. 
These precautions are not sufficient to inti
midate the ravenous animal during the day, 
notwithstanding his antipathy to noise, any 
more than two strong flambeaux which the 
postman carries at night. It is a well known 
_fact that a tiger occupied a spot in the 
Goomeah pass nearly a fortnight, during 
which he daily carried away a man, generally 
one of the postmen. One day he was disap-
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pointed of his meal, having carried off the 
leathern bag instead of the bearer; but he 
made himself amends the following night by 
seizing one of the torchmen, with wh01n he 
presently disappeared. 

The number of stragglers taken by tigers 
from a line of march, when troops are pro
ceeding through a close country, would aston
ish persons not accustomed to such events. 
In 1807, two tigers appeared in the island of 
Salsette, and carried off nine persons. The 
inhabitants were firmly persuaded that these 
marauders were not beasts, but two evil 
spirits disguised under the f onns of a royal 
tiger and tigress, with human faces and large 
gold rings in their ears and noses. This opi
nion prevailed so strongly, that they would 
not attempt to kill them, though a large re
ward was offered for their destruction. 

The jsland of Cossimbazar was formerly 
almost depopulated and rendered uninhabit-
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able by the numerous tigers which infested it. 
This evil -has of late years been greatly less
ened, in consequence of the premiums offered 
by the East India Company for the extirpation 
of those mischievous animals, and which in 
the year 180B amounted to £15,000 sterling. 

The tiger is reported to use sometimes no 
small degree of artifice for securing his prey. 
Dr. Fryer 1nentions a curious stratagem e1n
ployed by him for catching monkeys. The 
woodmen, says he, assert that, at the ap
proach of a tiger, the monkeys give warning 
by their confu~ed chattering, and immediately 
betake themselves to the smallest and high
est branches of the trees. The tiger, seeing 
them out of his reach, and sensible of their 
fright, lies couching under the tree and then 
_falls a roaring. They tremble, let go their 
hold, and tu1nble down, on which he picks 
them up and satisfies his hunger. The accu
racy of this account was confirmed to Mr. 
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Forbes by the peasants in the wilds of Bha
despoor. 

The author of the "Oriental Field Sports" 
describes several ingenious methods practised 
in Hindostan for destroying tigers, and among 
them the following :-When the track of a 
tiger has been discovered, the peasants col
lect a quantity of the leaves of a tree called 
prauss, which resernble those of the sycamore, 
and are common in most underwoods, as they 
form the greater portion of most jungles in 
the north of India. These leaves are smeared 
with a species of bird-lime made by bruising 
the berries of an indigenous tree : they are 
then strewed, with the gluten uppermost, near 
the spot to which, as it is believed, the tiger 
usually resorts during the noontide heats. If 
the animal should tread on one of the smeared 
leaves his fate may be considered as decided. 
He commences by shaking his paw, with a 
view to remove the adhesive incumbrance ; 
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but, finding no relief from that expedient, he 
rubs the nuisance against his face with the 
same intention ; by which means his eyes, ears, 
and face become agglutinated. The conse
quent uneasiness causes him to ro11 upon per
haps 1nore of the smeared leaves, till at 
length he becomes completely enveloped and 
is deprived of sight. In this state he may be 
compar,ed with a man who has been tarred 
and feathered. The anxiety produced by this 
strange predicament is soon ~xpressed in 
dreadful howlings, which are signals to the 
watchful peasants, who now find no difficulty 
in dispatching their formidable enemy. 

Another device for destroying tigers, em

ployed towards the north of the Indian pen
insula, consists of a large semispherical cage, 
made of strong bamboos, or other efficient 
·materials, woven together, but leaving inter
vals throughout about four or five inches 
broad. In this cage, which is fastened to the 
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ground by means of pickets in some place 
where tigers abound, a man provided with 
two or three short, strong spears, posts him
self at night. Being accompanied by a dog, 
which gives the alarm on the approach of the 
enemy, or by a goat which, by its agitation, 
answers the sa1ne purpose, the adventur.er 
wraps himself up in his quilt, and very com
posedly goes to sleep in full confidence of his 
safety. When a tiger comes, and, after smell
ing all round, begins perhaps to rear against 
the cage, the man stabs him with one of the 
spears through the interstices of the wicker
work, and rarely fails of destroying the assail
ant, who is commonly found dead _at no great 
distance in the morning. .' 

The usual method of hunting the tiger in 
Hindostan is with elephants. Such a hunt on 
the banks of a rive·r is a truly extraordinary 
spectacle. The tiger, being an excellent 
swimmer, takes to the water. The elephant 
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also swin1s well, holding his trunk above the 
the surface. Some of the party remain on 
the bank, while others, mounted on their ele
phants, plunge into the river in pursuit of 
their game. The sport., even when pursued in 
this manner, is extremely dangerous, the tigers 
sometimes boldly attacking the elephants, and 
striving to get at their riders. 

The late Sir John Day, after relating the ' 
particulars of one of these hunts, when several 
ladies were of the party and four tigers were 
killed, concludes his account with the follow
ing affecting incident :-" An old woman, 
looking ear1:estly at the largest tiger, pointing 
at times to his tusks, and at times lifting his 
fore-paws, and viewing his talons, her furrowed 
cheeks bathed in tears, in broken and moan
ing tones narrated something to a little circle 

_ composed of three Bramins and a young 
woman with a child in her arms. No human 
mi~ery could pierce the phlegm and apathy of 
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the Bramins, and not a feature of theirs was 
softened : but horror and sorrow were alter
nately painted in the· face of the female, and, 
from her clasping her child more closely to 
her breast, I guessed the subject of the old 
woman's story. On inquiry I found that I 
was right in my conjecture. She was widowed 
and childless ; she owed both her misfortunes to 
the tigers of that jungle., and most probably to 
those which then lay dead before her ; for 
they, it was believed, had recently carried off 
her husband and her two sons, grown up to 
n1anhood., and now she wanted food. In the 
phrenzy of her grief, she ultimately described 
her loss to the crowd, and in a wild scream 
demanded her husband and her children from 
the tigers. It \\'.as indeed a piteous spec
tacle." 

Tigers are very frequent in China, though . 
so populous a country that we should have 
conceived it impossible for them to have re-
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mained so long unextirpated. In the northern 
roads of the empire, hundreds of travellers 
are to be seen with lanterns carried before 
them for security against these ravenous ani-
1nals. In Java they are much dreaded, as 
they frequently carry off travellers ; hence, 
when any person of consequence has occasion 
to go into the country, he is attended by men 
blowing continually a kind of small French 
horn, the shrill sound of which scares away 
the tigers. 

The tiger is not unsusceptible of the same 
kind of generosity which has been observed 
in the lion. Lieutenant White informs us, in 
the narrative of his "Voyage to Cochin-china,'' 
that a beautiful female of the royal species, 
about two years old, nearly three feet high 
and five long, was presented to hi1n by the 
governor of Saigon. "In Saigon," says Mr. 
"\!Vhite, "where dogs are dog-cheap, we used 
t o give the tigress one every day. They were 
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thrown alive into her cage ; when, after play
ing awhile with her victi1n, as a cat does with 
a 1nouse, her eyes would begin to glisten, and 
her tail to vibrate, which were the immediate 
precursors of death to the devoted prisoner, 
which was invariably seized by the back of the 
neck, the incisions of the sanguinary beast 
penetrating the jugular arteries, while she 
would traverse the cage, which she lashed 
with her tail, and suck the blood of her prey, 
which hung suspended from her mouth. One 
day a puppy, not at all distinguishable in 
appearance from the com1non herd, was thrown 
in. Iinmediately on perceiving his situation, 
he set up a dis1n~l yell, and attacked the 
tigress with great fury, snapping at her nose, 
from which he drew some blood. The tigress 
appeared to be amused with the puny rage of 
the puppy, and, with as good-humoured an 
expression of countenance as so ferocious an 
animal could be supposed to assume, she 
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affected to treat it all as play; and, some
times spreading herself at full length on her 
side, at others couching in the manner of the 
fabled sphinx, she would ward off with her 
paw the incensed little animal ; till he was 
finally exhausted. She then proceeded to 
caress him, endeavouring by many little arts 
to inspire him with confidence, in which she 
finally succeeded, and in a short time they lay 
down together and slept. From this time 
they were inseparable ; the tigress appearing 
to feel for the puppy all the solicitude of a 
mother, and the dog in return treating her 
with the greatest affection ; and a small aper
ture was left open in the cage, by which he 
had free ingress and egress. Experiments 
were subsequently made by presenting a 
strange dog at the bars of the cage, when the 
tigress would manifest great eagerness to get 
at it. Her adopted child was then thrown in, 
on which she would eagerly pounce ; but im-



THE TIGER. 133 

mediately discovering the cheat, she would 
caress it with great tenderness." 

It appears that the tiger, when taken 
young, may be rendered as docile as the lion. 
We are told that the fakeers, or mendicant 
priests, of Hindostan, have their tame tigers, 
which accompany them in their walks, and 
remain in the vicinity of their huts without 
attempting to escape : and the tigers in our 
menageries appear, in general, to be under as 
complete control as any of the species of the 
cat tribe. 

A beautiful young tiger, brought from 
China in the Pitt East Indiaman, at the age 
of ten months was so far domesticated, as to 
admit of every kind. of familiarity from the 
people on board. He appeared to be quite 
harmless, and as playful as a kitten. He fre
quently slept with the sailors in their ham-
1nocks, and would suffer two or three of them 
to lay their heads upon his back, as a pillow, 
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when he was stretched out upon the deck. In 
return, however, he would now and then steal 
their 1neat. Having one day stolen a piece of 
beef from the carpenter, he followed the tiger, 
took the meat out of his mouth, and beat him 
severely for the theft, which punishment he 
suffered with all the patience of a dog. He 
would frequently run out upon the bowsprit, 
climb about the ship like a cat, and perform a 
number of tricks with truly astonjshing agi
lity. There was a dog on board, with which 
he would often play in the most diverting 
manner. This ani1nal was taken on board 
the ship when he was only a month or six 
weeks old, and arrived in this country before 
he had quite completed a year. W hether he 
afterwards retained the playful innocence of 
his character we are not informed. 

· The tigress manifests the strongest affec
tion for her young, in defence of which her 
rage is unbounded. If robbed of them, she 
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pursues the plunderers with the utmost fury 
and perseverance, and often obliges them to 
drop at least some of the number, to save 
themselves fro1n her attack. Captain Wil
liamson relates, in his "Oriental Field Sports," 
that two tiger cubs were brought to him while 
stationed in the Ramghur district in India. 
They had been found, with two others, by 
some country people during the absence of 
the mother. Being put into a stable, they 
made a loud noise for several nights, till at 
length the tigress arrived to their rescue, and 
replied to them by the most fearful howlings. 
The cubs were at last set at liberty, fr01n ap
prehension that the mother would break in ; 
and it was found in the morning that she had 
carried them off to the neighbouring jungle. 



136 

TI-IE LEOPARD. 

THE leopard, though considered by some 
naturalists as a variety only of the panther, 
has such specific characters as to entitle it to 
the rank of a distinct branch of the family 
of Felis. His height is about two feet, and 
his average length scarcely four. The ground 
colour of his skin is a yellowish fawn, which 
gradually becomes a perfect white on the 
under parts of the body ; on the back, head, 
neck, and li1nbs, it is covered with black spots 
of a circular or oval shape. On the sides and 
part of the tail, the spots form ten or twelve 
ranges of distinct roses, surround~ng a central 
space of a somewhat deeper colour than the 
general ground. . The panther has no more 
than six or seven ranges of these roses. Leo
pards of a black colour, with still darker 
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spots, are occasionally met with in the East 
Indies, but this difference is regarded as 
merely accidental. The leopard is smaller 
than the panther, but its proportions are 
longer ; it is of a 1nore slender and graceful 
figure, with the exception of its fore-legs and 
feet, which are more muscular and powerful 
than the panther's. I ts head is more flat
tened and oval, and its tail longer and more 
tapering. · 

While the panther inhabits northern Africa, 
the leopard is confined to the central regions 
of that continent. In Asia the latter is the 
less common of the two, and, as in Africa, its 
range is far more lil)1ited. Mr. Meredith in
forms us that the leopard is still an inha
bitant of the countries bordering on the Gold 
Coast. He is dreaded by the natives for his 
ferocity, but is a favourite object of the chase 
with the warlike chieftains of those black na
tions. From the accounts of more recent tra-
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vellers, the depredations of the leopard in this 
part of Africa are not confined to nightly 
irruptions into the pens and folds of tame 
cattle ; but he frequently carries off young 
children, when he meets with them unpro
tected. Still, less fierce than the panther, 
the leopard seldom ventures to attack a man : 
should he accidentally encounter one, even 
unarmed, he betakes himself, with the strong
est symptoms of fear, to the coverts of the 
forest or the desert. 

In watching for his prey, the leopard 
crouches on the ground, with his fore-paws 
stretched out and his head between them, his 
eyes being rather directetl upwards. His ap
pearance in his wild state is exceedingly beau
tiful ; his motions in the highest degree easy 
and graceful, and his agility in bounding 
among the rocks and woods truly amazing. 
Of this activity no idea can be formed by 
those who have 1nerely seen these animals in 
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the cages, in which they are usually exhibited 
in Europe, tained by confinement and the 
damp cold of the climate. 

On some parts of the west coast of Africa, 
the leopard is often seen at night in the 
villages of the negroes; but, being there con- , 
sidered a sacred ani1nal, he is never hunted, 
though women , and children are frequently 
destroyed by him. In South Africa he is 
chiefly found in the mountainous districts, 
where he preys on antelopes, young baboons, 
and rock rabbits, seldom venturing to attack 
mankind unless when driven to extre1nity : 
yet, in remote places, his low half-smothered 
growl is often heard at night as he prowls 
around the cottage or the cattle-pens, where 
he sometimes makes great havoc a1nong the 
young foals, calves, and sheep. 

The leopard is often caught in traps made 
of large stones and timber, upon the same 
principle as a common mouse-trap. When 
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' 
caught in this manner, he is usually baited 
with dogs, in order to train them to attack 
him, and he seldom dies without killing one 

~ 

or two of them. 
The leopard of India is called by the natives 

, "the tree-tiger,'' from his habit of climbing 
trees like a cat, either to escape pursuit, or for 
the purpose of darting-we might almost say 
flying-from them upon his prey. In the con
struction of his feet, he has no greater facilities 
for effecting this ascent than the lion or the 
tiger ; hence it is no doubt the extraordinary 
flexibility of his limbs that gives him this power 
of springing upward. Even in these elevated 
situations, however, it is very difficult to shoot 
him, on account of the rapidity of his move
ments. Thus, too, the leopards in the Tower,· 
which have a tolerably spacious cage, bound 
to and fro with the quickness of a squirrel, so 
that the eye can scarcely follow their mo

tions. 
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The natives have an ingenious method of 
taking the young cubs of the leopard. These 
they can readily secure when they discover 
the den of this animal, should the dam be 
absent : but, in general, they are followed by 
her, when, to appease her, they throw her one 
of the cubs, with which she retires, leaving 
them to bear off the rest of their prize. Her 
affection for her young sometimes prompts her 
to return and pursue the hunters before they 
have reached a place of safety. In this case 
they throw her another of the cubs ; but it 
more frequently happens that she remains to 
protect the one she has recovered. The leo
pard, when taken young, may be tamed and 
rendered subservient to the purposes of man. 
Mr. Barrow procured in Africa a young leo
pard, which, he says, "became instantly tamej 
and as playful as the domestic kitten ; and 
Mrs. Bowdich (now Mrs. Lee), widow of the 
traveller of that name, had, and may still 
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have, a tame leopard, of which she has given 
a very interesting account in London's " Ma
gazine of Natural History." 

The Gardens of the Zoological Society con
tain a fine specimen of the panther from the 
eastern and the leopard from the western coast 
of India, which afford the curious investigator 
a favourable opportunity to con1pare the one 
with the other. 

THE HUNTING LEOPARD. 

THE cheetah, or hunting leopard of the 
East Indies, is a handso1ne animal, about 
the size of the Pomeranian dog, and has re
ceived its nan1e from the purpose to which 
it is trained. It has no n1ane, and is there
fore to be carefully distinguished from the 
maned hunting leopard of Africa. Both are 

in fact but varieties of the panther ; the Afri-
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can ani1nal differing from the Indian in the 
peculiarity of a slight, thin, hog-shaped mane 
upon its neck, the comparative shortness of 
its legs, and the small, black, round spots 
with which its hide is covered. The Indian 
cheetah, on the contrary, has longer legs and 
neck, and the ground of its skin is of a brighter 
yellow : it has no appearance whatever of a 
mane ; and its whole aspect has been de
scribed to be "more canine" than its African 
relative. 

" It is distressing," says Johnson, in his 
·' Field Sports of India,' "to see these anin1als 
catch deer. They are let out in chains, with 
blinds over their eyes, and someti1nes carried 
out in carts ; and when antelopes or other 
deer are seen in a plain, should any of them 
be separated fr01n the rest, the cheetah's head 
is brought to face it ; the blinds are removed, 
and the chain taken off. I-le immediately 
crouches and creeps along, with his belly 
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ahnost touching the ground, until he gets 
within a short distance of the deer, who, al
though he sees him approach, appears so fas
cinated that he seldom attempts to run away. 
The cheetah then makes a few surprising 
springs and seizes him by the neck. If many 
deer are near each other, they often escape by 
flight; their number, I imagine, giving them 
confidence, and preventing their feeling the 
force of that fascination which, in a single 
deer, produces a sort of panic, and appears 
to divest him of the power and even the incli
nation to run away or to make resistance. It 
1s clear that they must always catch them by 
stealth, or in the manner I have described, for 
they are not so swift even as common deer." 

The same writer mentions his having seen 
several hunting-leopards, 1nerely hooded and 
tied up under a shed in the open street at 
Ellickpoor. For the chase they are taken 
out in a cart, brought near a herd of deer, 
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and then, being unhooded, and slipped at 
them, they fix on one, and fasten it down until 
it is taken fro1n them. If they miss their 
spring, they give up the pursuit, and slink 
back to their keepers. 

According to Blumenbach, the cheetah has 
for centuries been employed in Barbary in the 
pursuit of deer, and was used for the sa1ne 
purpose both · in France and Italy during the 
middle ages. 

The Cape colonists relate many frightful 
and sometimes fatal encounters between the 
hunting leopard and his pursuers. The fol
lowing circumstance occurred in 1822. Two 
farmers returning from hunting the species of 
antelope called hartebeest, roused a leopard in 
a mountain ravine and immediately gave chase 
to him. The animal at first endeavoured to 
escape by clambering up a precipice; but, 
being hotly pursued, and wounded by a mus
ket-ball, he turned upon the hunters with 

VOL. II. L 



l·'.1!6 THE HUNTING LEOPARD. 

frantic ferocity, and, springing upon the man 
who had fired at him, dragged hi1n from his , 
horse, biting him at the same time on his 
shoulder, and tearing one of his cheeks severely 
with his claws. The other hunter, seeing the 
danger of his comrade, leaped from his horse 
and fired, with the intention of shooting the 
leopard through the head·; but, whether from 
trepidation, the fear of wounding his friend, 
or the quick motions of the beast, he missed 
his aim. Abandoning his prostrate foe, the 
leopard darted with redoubled fury upon his 
second antagonist ; and so fierce and sudden 
was the onset, that, before the boor could 
stab him with his hunting knife, the savage 
beast struck him on the head with his claw 
and tore the scalp over his eyes. In this 
frightful condition the hunter grappled with 
the leopard; and, before the man who had 
been first attacked could start upon his feet 
and seize his gun, they were rolling one over 
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the other down a steep bank. Having re
loaded he rushed forward ; but, by this time, 
the leopard had seized the unfortunate man 
by the throat, and mangled him dreadfully. 
His comrade had only the melancholy satis
faction of dispatching the savage beast, al-

·ready exhausted by loss of blood, from several 
deep wounds inflicted by the knife of his ex
p1nng compan10n. 

THE LYNX. 

THE lynx, which is an inhabitant both of 
the Old and New World, differs considerably 
from every other animal of the cat kind. Its 
distinguishing characteristic is the length and 
erect position of the ears, which are tipped 
with a t_uft of long black hair ; a circumstance 
that has procured it in Hindostan the name 
of seahgosh, or, black ear. The length of the 
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body is upwards of four feet, and that of the 
tail not 1nore than six inches. I ts general 
colour is reddish grey, slightly spotted with 
black, and white beneath ; the tail is black at 
the tip. The legs and feet are thick and 
strong, and the eyes of a pale yellow. The 
fur of this ani1nal is highly valued for its 
warmth and softness. Considerable quantities 
of skins are imported from the northern parts 
of Europe and America, and the farther north 
the animals are taken, the 1nore beautiful is 
their fur, being whiter, and the spots more dis
tinct. The Hudson's Bay Co1npany alone 
has imported in one year not fewer than nine 
thousand skins. 

The lynx hunts for its prey like the other 
individuals of the cat family. In this pursuit it 
climbs to the tops of the highest trees ; and nei
ther the weasel, the ermine, nor the squirrel can 
escape it. There, too, it watches for the fallow
deer, the hare, and other animals; darting down 
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from among the branches where it lies con
cealed, seizing · them by the throat, and suck
ing their blood : after which it leaves them, 
and goes in quest of fresh game. It is conse
quently a very destructive animal, not easily 
satisfied with carnage, and sometimes makes 
great havoc among flocks. When attacked 
by a dog, it will throw itself down upon its 
back, and make so desperate a defence with 
its claws as frequently to repel the assailant. 

In Hindostan the lynx is trained to the pur
suit of jackals, foxes., and birds. 

THE PUMA. 

THE puma, or couguar, is a large species of 
-the genus FeLis, a native of South America, to 
which the name of lion was originally but im
properly applied. It has a much greater re
semblance to the panther tribe. I ts body is 
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long, and supported by legs of great strength, 
and of a bulk disproportionate to the trunk. 
Its countenance, like that of the wild cat of 
Europe, is cunning, cruel, and unsteady ; its 
action abrupt; its gait restless ; its eye insi
dious and timid. It is nevertheless a beauti
ful animal, and perhaps a finer specimen was 
never brought to this country than that which 
inhabits the Zoological Gardens, which ap
pears quite mild and playful, sleeping the 
greater part of the day, but sometimes rising, 
when interrupted by a stranger, and kicking 
about a little ball in its cage. Its fur is of a 
rich, silvery, fawn colour on the head, back, 
tail, and legs; and in this unity of colour and 
the absence of spots its fancied resemblance to 
the lion no doubt originated. This animal is 
about five feet long from the nose to the in
sertion of the tail, which is about two feet 
moi·e, of uniform thickness, and without tuft 
at the end. Under the throat, on the breast. 
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inside the legs, and under the belly, the fur is 
white, and tolerably thick. The eye is a green
ish yellow, and, when his attention is strongly 
excited, it is very large and animated. 

The puma, in his wild state, is very fierce 
and destructive. In the vast forests of South 
America, he is said to hunt all the smaller 
quadrupeds indiscriminately ; but domestic 
cattle, especially oxen and pigs, are his favour
ite prey. He will swirn rivers, and penetrate 
into villages, at night, to attack these animals 
in their enclosures ; and, when closely pressed, 
will plunge into rapid torrents, with a hog or 
a young calf in its mouth. But this is not 
the general practice of the puma, who prefers 
stratagem to open force. He will, for in
stance, await the approach of the moose or 
other deer, crouching among the lower 
branches of tall trees, on the banks of rivers 
or the margins of ravines, and thence leap or 
rather drop upon his victim, fastening upon 
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its throat, and never quitting it till he has 
glutted his ravenous thirst for blood. In the 
southernmost of the United States, the puma 
is not uncommon ; but there his ferocity and 
energy are much less formidable than in the 
Pampas of Buenos Ayres, or on the burning 
shores of the Amazons. 

Even there, however, it appears that the 
puma shows an instinctive fear of man. Cap
tain Head, in his " Journey across the Pam
pas," furnishes the following illustrative anec
dote, on the authority of the individual to 
wh01n the circumstance happened :-" He was 
trying to shoot some wild ducks, and, in order 
to approach the1n unperceived, he put the cor
ner of his poncho [ a kind of blanket worn by 
way of cloak J over his head, and, crawling 
along the ground upon his hands and knees, 
the poncho not only covered his body, but 
trailed along the ground behind him. As he 
was thus creeping by a large bush of reeds, 
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he heard a loud sudden noise, between a bark 
and a roar : he felt something heavy strike 
his feet, and, instantly jumping up, he saw, to 
his astonishment, a large lion [ as the puma is 
erroneously called in South America J actually 
standing on his poncho ; and perhaps the 
animal was equally astonished to find himself 
in the im1nediate presence of so athletic a 
man. The man told me he was unwilling to 
fire, as his gun was loaded with very small 
shot ; he therefore remained motionless, the 
lion standing on his poncho for many seconds : 
at last the creature turned his head, and, walk
ing very slowly away about ten yards, he 
stopped and turned again. The man still 
maintained his ground, upon which the lion 
tacitly acknowledged his supremacy, and walk
ed off." 

The puma has been frequently tamed. 
Azara has left some interesting particulars of 
the fondness shown by one which belo_nged to 
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him: and the good people of London had, a 
few years since, opportunities of witnessing the 
persevering attachment with which a puma, 
or, as he was miscalled, a lion, belonging to 
the late Mr. Kean, followed that extraordinary 
tragedian. 

THE RACOON. 

THE racoon, which belongs to the bear 
family, is a native of North America and se
veral of the West India islands. It is about 
two feet in length, and that of the tail is about 
one foot. Its colour is gray. The head is 
shaped somewhat like that of a fox. The face 
is white; a ring of black surrounds the eyes, 
from which a dusky stripe runs along the nose. 
The eyes are large, the ears short, and the 
upper jaw projects beyond the lower. The 
tail is very bushy, and marked with black 
rings. The back is somewhat arched; the 
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fore-legs are shorter than the others ; the feet 
dusky, having five toes with very sharp claws. 

The racoon is said to inhabit hollow trees. 
In Jamaica it comes down from the moun
tains in such numbers as to make great havoc 
among the sugar-canes, of which these ani
mals are extremely fond. In one night's in
cursion they will frequently do incredible mis
chief. They also eat maize and various sorts 
of fruits, and partly subsist on birds and their 
eggs. When near the sea-shore they live 
much on shell-fish, especially oysters. We 
are told that they will watch the opening of 
the shell, and dexterously put in their paw 
and scoop out the fish. They likewise feed 
on crabs. Brickell relates that the racoon 
will stand on the side of a swamp, and drop 
its tail into the water. The crabs, mistaking 
it for food, lay hold of it; and the racoon, 
feeling them pinch, pulls them by a sudden 
jerk out of the water. Taking them to a little 
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distance., he devours them, being careful to 
lay hold of the1n in such a 1nanner as not to 
suffer fro1n their nippers. The racoon preys 
also upon a kind of land-crab., which is found 
in North Carolina in holes in the sand, and 
which he drags with one of his fore-paws from 
their retreats. 

The racoon feeds chiefly by night, sleeping 
during the greatest part of the day. He is 
an activeJ sprightly animal ; his extremely 
sharp claws enable him to climb trees ·with 
the greatest facility., and he ventures even to 
the extremities of' the branches. He washes 
his face with his feet like a cat. 

The racoon., when tamed., is good-natured 
and sportive., but busy and inquisitive as a 
monkey. It examines every thing with its 
paws., and uses them as hands to lay hold of 
whatever is given to it., and to lift food to its 
mouth. It sits up to eat., and is extremely 
fond of sweet things, but still n1ore of strong 
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liquors, with which, when it has an oppor
tunity, it will get completely intoxicated. It 
has all the cunning of the fox, is very destruc
tive to poultry, and will eat all sorts of grain, 
fruits, and roots. It delights in hunting spi
ders, devours all kinds of insects, and when 
allowed the range of a garden, will eat grass
hoppers, snails, and worms. It has a peculiar 
habit of dipping into water every thing that it 
intends to eat : indeed it will seldom taste 
bread until it is well soaked. It is familiar 
and caressing, and leaps upon those whom it 
is fond of. 

One of these ani1nals, domesticated by a 
French gentleman, is represented to have 
shown a strong recollection of ill usage, which 
he never could be brought to forgive. A ser
vant one day gave him several lashes with a 
whip, and never afterwards could he effect a 
reconciliation with the racoon. At the sight 
of the man, the creature always exhibited 
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symptoms of rage, and endeavoured to spring 
at him, uttering the most doleful cries, and 
refusing even his most favourite food till the 
object of his aversion quitted the room. He 
appeared to dislike noise, was always irritated 
by the crying of children, and would frequently 
inflict severe punish1nent on a little dog to 
which he was much attached when he barked 
too loud. 

THE BLACK BEAR. 

THE black or brown bear is a native of 
almost all the northern countries of Europe 
and Asia, and is said to be found even in some 
of the Indian islands, particularly Ceylon. 
The general appearance of this animal is ex
tremely clumsy; his body thick, with abrupt 
tail, his legs very strong, his head round, and 
his neck short. He is covered with long 
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thick fur, the prevailing colour of which is 
a blackish brown ; but there is a considerable 
variety of colour in different individuals of this 
species, according to the countries which they 
inhabit. The variety called the American 
bear, which is spread over the northern parts 
of the New World, is of smaller size, black, 
with rusty cheeks and 1,liroat. 

The bear is a wild, solitary, and ferocious 
animal : he fixes his abode in the most unfre
quented deserts, and makes his den among 
the most inaccessible precipices in the moun
tains. For this purpose he commonly seeks 
out some natural cavern, or a large hollow 
tree, which it is not difficult to find in the 
immense forests of the northern regions. 
Hither he retires about the end of autumn, 
when he is generally very fat, and here hQ 
remains during the winter, in a state of total 
inactivity and abstinence from food ; not tor
pid, like son1e other animals, but subsisting 
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apparently on the superabundant fat and flesh 
~vhich he had gained during the summer, with
out feeling the calls of hunger until his bulk 
is considerably reduced. 

At length, on the return of spring, the bear 
again sallies forth from his retreat, lean and 
almost fa1nished. He then ransacks every 
place for food, climbing trees and devouring 
the fruit. He ascends with surprising agi
lity, with one paw holding fast by the branches, 
and with the other gathering the fruit. He 
is also remarkably fond of honey, which he 
seeks with great cunning and avidity, encoun
tering any difficulties to obtain it. 

The brown bear of the north of Europe 
possesses prodigious strength. Lloyd, in his 
" Field Sports of the North," says that "he 
walks with facility on his hind legs, and in 
that position can bear the heaviest burdens.'' 
Neilson, a Swede, relates that " a bear has 
been seen walking on his hinder legs along a 



THE BLACK BEAR. 161 

small tree lying across a river, carrying a dead 
horse in his fore-paws." 

The black bears are remarkably attached 
to each other. Thus hunters dare not fire at 
a young bear, if the dam is on the spot ; for, 
if the cub should happen to be killed, she be
comes so enraged that, if she can only obtain 
a sight of the offender, she is sure to avenge 
herself or perish in the attempt. If, on the 
other hand, the mother should be shot, the 
cub will remain by her side long after she is 
dead, exhibiting the most poignant affliction. 
This animal seldom uses his teeth as weapons 
of defence, but generally strikes his adversary 
very forcibly with his fore-paws like a cat ; 
and, if possible, he seizes him between his 
paws, and presses him so closely to his breast 
as almost instantly to suffocate him. 

In the countries frequented by bears many 
curious contrivances are resorted to for de
stroying them. In some parts of Siberia, a 
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smooth, solid, and very sharp-pointed post is 
fixed in the ground, rising about a foot above 
the surface, at the bottom of a pit dug for 
the purpose. The pit is carefully covered 
with sods, and a small rope, with an elastic 
bugbear, is stretched across the track of the 
animal. As soon as the bear touches the rope 
the wooden bugbear starts loose, and the af
frighted beast, attempting to escape by flight, 
falls upon the spike in the pit with such force 
that he is killed. 

By another method still more ingenious, the 
inhabitants of the mountains make this formi
dable animal become his own destroyer. They 
fasten a very heavy block to a rope, termi
nating at the other end in a loop. This is 
laid near a steep precipice, in the path which 
the bear is accustomed to take. On getting 
-his neck into the noose, and finding that he 
cannot proceed for the clog, he takes it up 
in a rage, and to free himself from it throws 
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it down the precipice: it naturally pulls the 
animal after it, and he is of course killed by 
the fall. Should this, however, chance not to 
be the case, he drags the block up again and 
repeats his efforts to disengage himself, with 
increasing fury, till he sinks exhausted to the 
ground, or terminates his life by a decisive 
plunge. 

Another mode of destroying the bear in 
Russia is founded on his well-known partiality 
for honey. The wild bees there make their 
abodes in hollow trees. To a tree of this 
kind the people hang a heavy log of wood tied 
to the end of a long rope. When the un
wieldly creature climbs up to ge't at the hive, 
he finds himself interrupted by this log ; he 
shoves it away, and immediately attempts to 
pass it; but, returning, it hits him such a 
blow, that in a rage he flings it from him 
with still greater force, which makes it return 
with increased violence upon himself: and 
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thus he proceeds till he is either killed or 
knocked down from the tree. 

In some parts of the north, a single indi
vidual will venture to attack a bear in the 
open plains without any other weapon than a 
stiletto, pointed at both ends and fastened to 
a thong, and a sharp knife. The thong he 
wraps about his right arm up to the elbow, 
and, taking his stiletto in this hand, and the 
knife in his left, he advances towards the ani-
1nal, which, on his hind legs, awaits the attack. 
The moment he opens his mouth, the hunter 
thrusts his hand into his throat with great re
solution and address, and places the stiletto 
across, which not only prevents hi1n from shut
ting his mouth, but gives him such pain that 
the bear is incapable of further resistance, and 
suffers the hunter either to stab him with a 
knife or to lead him about whithersoever he 
pleases. 

The bears of Karntschatka, where they are 
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extremely numerous, are much more tame and 
gentle than their brethren in other parts of 
the world. In spring they descend in 1nulti
tudes from the mountains where they have 
passed the winter, to the mouths of rivers, 
which abound in fish. If they find plenty of 
this kind of food, they eat nothing but the 
heads, and when they discover :fishermen's nets 
in the water they will drag them out and 
empty them of their contents. 
· It is related that, when a K.amtschadale de

scries a bear, he endeavours while yet at a 
distance to conciliate him by courteous ges
tures and language. So familiar are the ani
mals in consequence, that, when women or 
girls are gathering roots, herbs, or turf for 
fuel, surrounded by a troop of bears, they are 
never disturbed by them in their employment ; 
and if any of the shaggy quadrupeds should 
approach, it is only to eat out of their hands. 
The have never been known to make the first 
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attack_ on a man unless when suddenly roused 
from sleep. 

The gentle disposition of the bears of Kam
tschatka has not, however, exempted him from 
the persecutions of man. Instigated by the 
great utility of every part of the animal, the 
K.amtschadale, armed with a spear or club, 
seeks him in his den, where the peaceful bear 
gravely takes the faggots brought to him by 
the hunter, and with them chokes up himself 
the entrance to his retreat. The mouth of 
the cavern being thus closed, the hunter makes 
a hole in the top, an·d in the greatest security 
spears his defenceless foe. 

Few animals, perhaps, excepting the sheep 
and the reindeer, are more serviceable to man 
than the bear to the people of l{amtschatka. 
Of the skin they make bedding and clothing. 
The flesh is esteemed a great delicacy, and 
the fat supplies the place of oil. The intes
tines, when duly prepared, serve for window-
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panes, and also for masks worn by the females 
to preserve their faces from the sunbeams, 
which, being reflected from the snow, have 
the effect of blackening the skin. They more
over acknowledge themselves to be indebted 
to these animals for their scanty know ledge in 
physic and surgery, from observing what herbs 
they have applied to wounds, and what m~
thods they have pursued under any ailment. 
They admit also that the bears have been 
their dancing-masters. The bear-dance, as 
they call it, affords sufficient evidence of this, 
being a faithful representation of every ges
ture and attitude of the sluggish and unwieldly 
animal. 

The fine warm fur of the bear is as gene
rally worn by persons of the higher classes in 
Russia as by the half-savage Kamtschadale. 
A light black bear-skin is one of the most 
costly articles of the winter wardrobe of a man 
of fashion at Moscow and Petersburg. 
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The cruel practice of baiting bears with 
dogs was a favourite public diversion of our 
forefathers, which the progress of refinement 
has happily banished from the British islands. 
Another species of cruelty, however, still sub
sists among us. Most of our readers must 
have observed the awkward movements of 
those anin1als that are exhibited in our streets, 
and have been taught to walk upright, to 
hold a pole in their paws, to imitate dancing, 
and to perform other tricks for the entertain
ment of the multitude : but few of them, pro
bably, are aware of the barbarities exercised 
on the bear in training him for this purpose. 
I-Iis eyes are put out ; a ring is inserted in 
the cartilage of the nose to lead him by; he 
is starved into submission to the will of his 
savage keepers; and, by having his feet placed 
·on hot plates of iron, he is taught to regulate 
his motions to the sound of the flageolet and 
other instruments. K.nowing the fact, what 
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person possessing the least sensibility wou1d 

countenance or encourage such exhibitions! 

Withhold the profit derived from then1, and 

they must cease of themselves. 

THE WHITE BEAR. 

OF aU the varieties of the bear, the white or 

polar bear is the most extraordinary, and in 

many respects the most formidable, whether 

we consider his prodigious size and strength, 

his dauntless courage, or his insatiable appe 

tite. 
The polar bear is always white, or nearly 

so. His oval-shaped, flattened, and otter

like head, and his enormous paws, the former 

evidently adapted to his aquatic habits, the 

latter to his long journeys over yielding snows, 

distinguish this rnonarch of the icebergs and 

sea shores of the north, from his brother of the 
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inland forests. He is usually from four to 
five feet high, and from seven to eight feet 
long, but sometimes grows to be twelve or 
thirteen feet in length, and to weigh one 
thousand five hundred pounds. The skins of 
two enormous white bears killed by Barentz, 
measured, the one twelve, and the other thir
teen feet. 

After clearing the barren islands to which 
he resorts of the foxes and hares, and the 
coasts of the wolves and the common seal, 
this animal begins to traverse the vast plains 
of polar ice in quest of prey. When his food 
here fails, as soon as he has reached the open 
sea he com1nits hi1nself to its floating icebergs. 
Enormous masses of his domain gradually de
tach themselves around him, and tumble from 
a height of two or three hundred feet into the 
sea, with the roaring of thunder, and a com
motion sufficient to agitate even that boister
ous ocean. He keeps his post so long as he 
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can maintain it, then commits himself to the 

waves, swimming for leagues, until he either 

reaches another shore or another iceberg, or 

sinks exhausted by famine and fatigue. Near 

the east coast of Greenland, according to 

Captain Scoresby, the polar bears have been 

seen on the ice in such numbers as to look 

like flocks of sheep on a com1non. 

The white bears, when in quest of prey, 

will often attack the arctic walrus., or sea

horse, which makes an obstinate defence with 

its long tusks, and sometimes proves victorious. 

They are seen in droves in Greenland, allured 

by the smell of seal's .flesh., and sometimes 

they will surround the dwellings of the natives 

and attempt to break in. The s1noke of burnt 

feathers is said to be the most effective means 

of repelling the invaders. 
White bears are sometimes found in Ice

land, whither they are supposed to float upon 

the ice fr9m the opposite coast of Greenland., 
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Hungry with the voyage, they scruple not to 
attack man hi1nself; but Horrebow relates 
that the natives are always able to escape 
their fury by throwing down something to 
amuse them. « A glove," he says, "is very 
proper for this purpose ; for the bear will not 
stir till he has turned every finger of it inside 
out; and, as these animals are not very dex
terous with their paws, this operation takes 
up some time, which affords the man oppor
tunity to make off." 

The polar bear frequently displays tremen
dous fierceness. Barentz, in his voyage in 
search of a north-west passage to China, had 
fatal evidence of the ferocity of these animals 
in N ova Zen1bla, where they attacked his men, 
seizing them in their mouths, carrying them 
off with the utmost ease, and devouring them 
even in sight of their comrades. 

Bewick relates a remarkable instance of 
the ferocity of the arctic bear. The crew of 
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a boat belonging to a whaler fired at an 

anin1al of this species at a little distance 
and wounded him. The bear immediately 
set up a most hideous howl, and ran along 
the ice towards the boat. Before he reached 

it he was hit by a second shot, which served 
only to increase his fury. I -le soon swam to 
the boat, and in attempting to get on board 

placed one of his fore-feet on the gunwale : 
but one of the crew, having a hatchet in his 
hand, cut it off. Still the animal continued 

to swim after the1n till they reached the ship. 
Several shots were then fi red at hi1n and took 
effect : but on arriving at the ship he imme
diately scra1nbled upon deck ; and the crew 
having fled to the shrouds, he was pursuing 
them thither, when another shot laid him dead 

upon the deck. 
Captain Scoresby mentions that a sailor 

engaged in the whale fishery, with a handspike 

attacked a polar bear which was prowling near 
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the ship. The animal im1nediately disarmed 
his antagonist, and, seizing him by the back 
carried him off, his comrades not perceiving 
his unfortunate situation till the bear was too 
far for pursuit. 

Another sailor, having one day drunk too 
freely of rum, observed a bear of this kind 
lurking about the saive ship. Arming himself 
with a whale lance, after a fatiguing journey 
of half a league over rugged hummocks of ice, 
he found himself within a few yards of his 
formidable enemy, which, to his surprise, un
dauntedly faced him.. His courage being by 
this time somewhat cooled, he presented his 
lance and stopped. The bear also stood still, 
while the sailor, fearing the ridicule of his 
companions, scarcely dared to retreat. His 
antagonist began resolutely to advance ; and 
on his near approach the sailor fairly turned 
about and fled. Encouraged by his flight, 
the bear pursued and gained rapidly upon the 
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man, who dropped the lance : this attracted 
the attention of the animal., which stopped, 
pawed, and bit it., and then resumed the chase. 
The sailor, seeing the effect produced by the 
lance, successively dropped, first one mitten, 
then the other, and lastly his hat, which his 
pursuer tore in pieces between his teeth and 
his paws ; yet, even thus loitering, he would no 
doubt soon have overtaken and destroyed the 
incautious seaman, but for the prompt assist
ance of the ship's crew, who, observing the 
danger of their comrade, went out to his 
rescue. The bear., perceiving that his enemies 
were too numerous, effected what Captain 
Scoresby calls an honourable retreat. 

There is a fine specimen of this animal in 
the gardens of the Zoological Society, which 
proves that his native ferocity may be in a 
great measure overcome by kind usage and 
patient attention. 

The sagacity of the polar bear is well 
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known to the whale-fishers. They find the 
greatest difficulty in entrapping him, although 
he fearlessly approaches their vessels. The 
captain of a whaler, being anxious to take 
one of these ani111als without wounding the 
skin, laid the noose of a rope in the snow, 
placing within it a piece of kreng, or burn
ing meat. A bear, ranging the neighbour
ing ice, was soon enticed to the spot by 
the sn1ell of the meat. Perceiving the bait, 
he approached and seized it in his mouth ; 
but at the same moment his foot being, by a 
jerk of the rope, entangled in the noose, he 
pushed it off with the other paw, and delibe
rately retired. I-laving eaten the meat, which 
he carried away with him, he returned. The 
noose being then replaced, with another piece 
of kreng, he pushed the rope aside, and again 
.walked off triumphantly with the meat. A 
third time the noose was laid ; but, excited to 
caution by the evident observation of the bear, 
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the sailors buried the rope under the snow, 
and laid the bait in a deep hole dug in the 
centre. The bear once more approached, and 
the sailors were assured of success ; but Bruin, 
more sagacious than they expected, after snuff
ing about the place for a few moments, scraped 
the snow away with his paw, threw aside the 
rope, and again escaped unhurt with his prize. 

The female white bear displays a tenderness 
for her young that might shame many a 
human parent. An affecting instance of this 
maternal attachment is recorded in the voy
age of discovery towards the North Pole by 
the first Lord Mulgrave. While his ship, the 
Carcase frigate, lay locked in the ice, early 
one morning the man at the mast-head gave 
notice that three bears were rapidly approach
ing the vessel. They had no doubt been at
tracted by scent of some sea-horse blubber, 
which the crew had set on fire : drawing out 
of the flames some of the flesh that was yet 
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unconsumed, they ate it voraciously. They 
proved to be a she bear and her two cubs. 
The crew threw from the ship large lumps of 
sea-horse flesh, which they had still left, on 
the ice, towards their visiters : these the old 
bear fetched singly ; laying each lump as she 
brought it before her cubs, and dividing it, 
she gave to each a share, reserving only a small 
portion for herself. As she was fetching away 
the last piece, the men levelled their muskets 
at the cubs, killed them both, and wounded 
the dam, but not -mortally, in her retreat. 
It would have drawn tears of pity fro1n any 
but the most unfeeling persons, to have ob
served the affectionate concern expressed by 
this poor beast in the dying mon1ents of her 
young. Though herself dreadfully wounded, 
and but just able to crawl to the spot where 

• they lay, she carried to them the lu1np of 
flesh which she had fetched away, as she had 
before done the others ; tore it in pieces and 
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laid it before them: and when she saw that 
they did not eat, she laid her paws first on 
one and then on the other, and endeavoured 
to raise them up, moaning most pitifully all 
the while. When she found that she could 
not stir them, she went off, and, having got to 
s01ne distance, looked back and again moaned ; 
and this not availing her to entice them away, 
she returned, and smelling round them, began 
to lick their wounds. She went off a second 
time, and, having crawled a few paces as before, 
looked again behind her, and for some time 
stood moaning. Still, her cubs not rising to 
follow her, she returned to the1n again, and 
with signs of inexpressible fondness went round 
one, and then round the other, pawing the1n 
and moaning. At last, finding that they were 
lifeless., she raised herhead toward the ship, 
uttering a growl of despair, which was returned 
with avolley of musket-balls. She fell between 
her cubs, and died licking their wounds. 
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The white bear sometimes becomes so fat that 
a hundred weight of fat has been taken fr01n 
a single beast. The flesh is said to be coarse. 
The skin is valued for coverings of various 
kinds, and the split tendons make excellent 
thread. 

In the British Museum there is a stuffed 
specimen of the white bear considerably larger 
than that in the Zoological Gardens. 

THE BADGER. 

THIS mem her of the bear family is an ani
mal of a very clumsy make, having a thick 
neck and body, and very short legs. He is 
about two feet and a half long from nose to 
tail, and the tail itself seldom exceeds six 
inches. His body is covered with coarse hair 
like bristles, of a dirty yellowish white next to 
the root, black in the middle, and gray at the 
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tips. The badger differs from most animals 
in being of a darker colour on the belly than 
on the back. He possesses extraordinary 
strength, especially in the legs and feet, which 
are formed for burrowing in the earth. 

The badger inhabits all the temperate coun
tries of Europe and Asia. He makes his ha
bitation under ground, and is so cleanly that, 
if his retreat be defiled by the fox or any other 
beast, he quits it for another. He seldom 
leaves his hole in the day-time, feeding only by 
night. His food consists chiefly of the smaller 
quadrupeds, as rabbits, or birds ; but Pennant 
will scarcely allow him to be carnivorous. He 
is also said to be extremely fond of honey. 
He sleeps much during winter, which he 
passes, like the bear, in a half torpid state. 

Scarcely any animal has suffered more from 
vulgar prejudices than the badger. Harmless 
in his nature, he seems to have had the cha
racter of ferocity attributed to him 1nerely 
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because he possesses great strength, and is 
furnished with formidable teeth, as if he were 
destined to live by rapine : though, in fact, he 
is a perfectly inoffensive animal. If Nature 
has denied the badger the speed requisite for 
escaping enemies, she has supplied him with 
such weapons of defence that scarcely any 
creature will dare to attack him. Few ani
n1als defends themselves better, or bite harder, 
when pursued. He soon comes to bay, and 
fights with great obstinacy ; but, though he is 
tenacious of life, yet to him, as to the otter, a 
slight blow on the snout is mortal. He is 
hunted with terriers, and his obstinate defence 
affords great diversion to those who are 
thoughtless and unfeeling enough to take plea
sure in the torments of a harmless creature. 

The badger is not known to do any further 
·mischief to mankind than in scratching up the 
ground in search of food, which is always done 
at night. This circumstance has suggested 
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one of the modes usually practised for taking 

this animal. When his den is discovered, and 

it is ascertained that he is abroad in the night, 

a sack is fastened to the mouth of it. One 

person remains near the hole to watch, while 

another, with a dog, beats round the fields to 

drive him home. As soon as the man at the 

hole hears that a badger has run in for refuge, 

he seizes the mouth of the sack, ties it up, 

and carries it off. Sometimes the badgers are 

caught in steel traps placed in their haunts. 

The flesh of the badger, although not es

tee1ned a delicacy, is neither unwholesome 

nor unpalatable : the hind quarters, especially 

when made into hams and well cured, are 

deemed by some not inferior to bacon. It is 

1nost valued for its skin, which is converted 

into coarse furs, horse-trappings, pistol fur

niture, and other articles ; while the hair is 

made into brushes, used by painters to soften 

their shades. 
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THE OPOSSUl\!I. 

THE opossum belongs to a curious tribe of 
animals, which first became known to na
turalists on the discovery of America, where 
only most of the species are found ; though 
some of them are natives of the Oriental and 
Australasian islands. They are principally 
distinguished by a re1narkable provision which 
Nature has made for the safety of their young, 
consisting in a pouch or bag, fonned by a fold 
of the skin. Into this pouch the young are 
received soon after their birth, and they are 
nursed within it, till they are able to shift for 
themselves. 

The species called the Virginian opossum 
is of about the size of a cat, but it appears to be 
of a thicker form, owing to the length and erect 
position of the hair. It is of a yellowish gray 
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colour, with naked tail, and black, bare, round
ed ears, edged with white. The head, in its 
general figure, resembles that of the fox; the 
mouth is very wide, and armed with sharp 
teeth. The legs are short, and all the toes, 
excepting the thumbs of the hinder feet, are 
furnished with sharp claws. 

The opossum, when it is on the ground, ap
pears to be a very helpless animal. The struc
ture of its feet, or rather hands, for they are 
not unlike those of a n1onkey, prevents it from 
either walking or running very fast ; but, in 
compensation for this apparent defect, it can 
climb trees with the utmost ease and expe
dition ; and, by the aid of its prehensile tail, 
which is about a foot long, it is more active 
in this situation than most quadrupeds. It 
hunts eagerly after birds and their nests, and 
is very destructive to poultry, sucking their 
blood, without eating their flesh. It also eats 
roots and wild fruits. 
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vVhen pursued and overtaken, this anin1al 
will feign itself dead till the danger is over ; 
and we are told that if a female is taken in 
this state, with her young in her pouch, no 
torn1ents can compel her to give then1 up. So 
tenacious is the opossum of life, that it cannot 
be killed without great difficulty. Hence the 
saying in North Carolina, that "if the cat has 
nine lives, the opossum has nineteen." Dr. 
Brickell relates that he has seen these ani
mals, after the scull had been shattered to 
pieces, and they appeared to be absolutely 
lifeless, crawling about again in the course of 
a few hours. 

The opossun1 takes the most tender care of 
her young, which she carries every where 
about with her in the abd01ninal pouch, where 
they are secure from the vicissitudes of the 
weather. As her offspring increase in size, 
she lets them out from time to time, especially 
in rainy weather, in order to wash them, after 
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which she wipes them dry with her paws, 
licks them, and puts them again into her bag. 
In fine weather she will place them in the sun
shine, dance about with them, teach them to 
walk, and amuse them with a thousand antics. 
As soon as they are strong enough to seek 
provisions for themselves, she drives them 
from her, as if to intimate that they are no 
longer to depend on her for support ; but 
still she follows them at a distance, and 
watches lest any hann should befal them. If 
the slightest noise causes her to apprehend 
danger, she runs to them, receives them into 
her bag, and carries them off to a place of 
safety. It is said that whenev~r the young 
opossums are surprised too suddenly to re
treat into the pouch, they will adhere to the 
tail of the parent, and thus endeavour to 
escape with her. 
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THE ERMINE. 

THE ermine, or stoat, so nearly resembles 
the weasel, that some naturalists have con
founded the two species: but it differs from 
the weasel in size, being generally nine or ten 
inches long, while the weasel rarely exceeds 
six or seven. In summer it is, like the weasel, 
of a lightish brown colour, but in winter be
comes perfectly white, excepting the end of 
the tail, which is black, and invariably retains 
that colour. 

This little animal, which abounds in the 
northernmost parts of Europe and Asia, is 
celebrated for the softness, closeness, and 
warmth of its beautifully white fur, which is 
· a valuable article of commerce. In Siberia 
and l{amtschatka it is taken in traps baited 
with flesh. It preys, like the weasel, on all 
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sorts of small quadrupeds and birds, and 
in all its habits it is exactly like the ani
mal just mentioned. It begins to change its 
summer dress in November, and resumes it in 
March. 

The stoat is sometimes found of a white 
colour in Great Britain, but not often, and it 
is then called a white weasel. 

THE ICHNEUMON. 

THE ichneumon is one of the most remark
able of the numerous species of the weasel 
tribe. There are two distinct varieties of it, 
which differ chiefly in size, the larger gene
rally measuring about forty inches from the 
nose to the tip of the tail, while the smaller 
scarcely attains two-thirds of that length. 
The former has also the tail slightly tufted at 
the end. In other respects they bear a near 
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resemblance to each other, and in general con
formation are like the weasel. They are com
monly of a pale reddish gray colour, each 
hair, which is hard and coarse, being 1nottled 
with brown so as to give a speckled appear
ance to the whole body. The eyes are of a 
bright red colour ; the ears rounded, and al
most naked; the snout long and slender ; the 
body rather thicker than in most other species 
of the weasel family; and the claws long and 
sharp. 

The larger ichneumon is found in various 
parts of Africa, but chiefly in Egypt, where 
the services rendered by it in destroying the 
eggs and young of the crocodile caused it to 
be worshipped as an emanation of the Deity 
by the ancient Egyptians, who gave it the 
name of Pharaoh's rat. The smaller ichneu
mon seems to be confined to the East Indies. 
In their wild state these animals frequent the 
banks of rivers, in which they swim and dive 
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occasionally, being able to continue under 
water for a considerable time. When going 
to sleep, they roll themselves up like a ball, 
and are not easily awakened. Their voice is 
very soft, resembling a murmur; but they are 
said not to exert it unless irritated. 

Both varieties of the ichneu1non, but espe
cially the Egyptian, are deadly enemies to 
serpents, rats, and other noxious animals ; 
and the Indian variety attacks with great ea
·gerness that formidable reptile the cobra-di
capello. Hence, being easily ta1ned, the ich
neumon is kept as a domesticated animal, 
both in Egypt and India. Possessing the 
strength and agility of the cat, with a greater 
propensity to carnage, it will glide along the 
ground like a serpent, dart with the velocity 
of an arrow, and seize its object with infallible 
certainty, griping the most venomous ser
pents by the throat in such a manner as to 
secure itself from injury. It sits up like a 
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squirrel, lifting its food to its mouth with its 
fore-feet, and catching any thing that is thrown 
to it. Being fond of poultry, it will s01netimes 
feign itself dead till they come within its 
reach. But the most remarkable of its in
stincts, and the most serviceable to man, is 
that which impels it to seek and dig out of 
the sand the eggs of the crocodile, which it 
destroys, and to intercept and kill the young 
of that formidable animal as soon as they 
have left the shell, and before they have been 
able to reach the water. We are assured that, 
as the jaws of the ichneumon do not open 
wide enough for him to grasp the crocodile's 
eggs between them, he endeavours to break 
them by throwing them up and letting them 
fall, or by rolling them backward and forward 
on the ground. If he finds a stone, he will 
place himself with his back towards it, stride 
with his hind legs, and, holding the egg in 
his fore-paws, throw it under his belly against 
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the stone, and repeat this operation till he 
has broken the shell. Ancient writers have 
even gone so far as to assert that, when the 
ichneumon finds a crocodile asleep on the 
shore, he will boldly enter the mouth of the 
enormous animal, kill his enemy by devour
ing his entrails, and then eat his way out of 
the belly of the monster. It is scarcely ne
cessary to contradict so palpable a fable. 

THE CIVET. 

THIS is the largest species of the weasel 
kind, measuring about two feet from nose to 
tail, and the tail about fourteen inches. The 
ground colour of the body is a yellowish gray, 
marked with large dusky spots, disposed in 
rows on each side, and sometimes intermixed 
with a rusty tinge. The hair, which stands 
up along the top of the back like a sort of 
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mane, is coarse ; the ears are short and round
ed ; the eyes blue ; the tip of the nose, sides 
of the face, lips, chin, breast, and feet black; 
the rest of the face and part of the sides of 
the neck yellowish white, with three black 
stripes running from each ear to the throat 
and shoulders. The tail is generally black, 
but sometimes marked with pale spots near 
the base. 

The civet is a native of several parts of 
Africa and India. It feeds chiefly on small 
quadrupeds and birds, which it takes by sur
prise ; like the cat, sometimes committing de
predations among poultry, when it can steal 
into a farm-yard. But, though naturally wild 
and somewhat ferocious, it is capable of being 
tamed and rendered tolerably familiar. It is 
said to be extremely voracious, and will some-

. times roll itself for a minute or two on meat 
that is given to it before it eats it. 

This animal is remarkable for the produc-
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tion of a drug called civet, which is sometimes 
erroneously confounded with musk. It is a 
secretion formed in a small pouch under the 
tail, which the animal empties spontaneously. 
The Dutch keep many of them alive at Am
sterdam for the purpose of obtaining this drug. 
Putting the creature into a wooden cage so 
narrow that it cannot turn round, they empty 
the pouch by means of a small spoon, or spa
tula, twice or thrice a week. The civet thus 
procured, being unadulterated, is held in 
higher estimation than that from India and 
the Levant. It is so powerful as to be almost 
insupportable, when a person is shut up in 
the same room with the animal ; but the smell 
of a small quantity is more agreeable than 
musk, to which it bears some resemblance. 
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THE OTTER. 

THE otter seems to form the first step in 
the gradation between land and aquatic ani
n1als, resembling the former in external ap
pearance and internal conformation, and the 
latter in its ability to swim, being furnished 
with membranes between the toes for that 
purpose, as also in its general habits and 
1node of subsistence. Hence the ani1nals of 
this kind are denominated amphibious, as 
being inhabitants of two different elements. 

The usual length of the otter is about two 
feet, from the tip of the nose to the tail, 
the tail itself being about sixteen inches long, 
broad near the body, and gradually tapering 
to the point. The head and nose are broad 
and flat; the mouth is fonned like that of a 
fish, and furnished at the corners with long 
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whiskers ; the eyes are small and very bril
liant; the legs remarkably short and mus
cular, but the joints extremely supple. The 
fur is of a deep brown colour, with two small 
spots on each side of the nose, and another 
under the chin. 

The otter is an inhabitant of almost all the 
temperate countries of the world, and is found 
in some of the tropical regions. It shows 
great sagacity in fonning its habitation. It 
burrows under ground in the bank of some 
river or lake, and always makes the entrance 
of its hole under water, working upwards to 
the surface of the earth; and, before it reaches 
the top, it makes several holts or lodges, that 
in case of high floods it may have a retreat, 
for no animal see1ns more desirous of 1 ying 
dry. It then makes a small aperture for the 
admission of air ; and, the more effectually 
to conceal its retreat, it contrives to make 
this air-hole in the midst of some thick bush. 
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Though the otter will someti1nes attack 
poultry and the smaller quadrupeds, its prin
cipal food consists of fish; but it is very nice, 

· and will only eat such as are perfectly fresh. 
It swims against the stream in rivers, and n1ay 
frequently be seen in concert with a c01npanion 
hunting the salmon. When it has caught a 
fish, it devours it as far as the vent ; but, 
unless very hard pressed by hunger, it leaves 
all the rest. It is asserted that otters will 
even go out to sea to a considerable distance 
in quest of this their favourite food, and that 
they have been seen about the Orkneys hunt
ing sea-fish, especially cod. 

Otters are often taken in traps, and the 
hunting of these animals is with some a par
ticular diversion. The old otters will defend 
then1sel ves against the dogs to the last ex
tremity : they bite keenly, never loosing their 
hold but with life, or making complaint for 
wounds however severe. 
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When taken young, the otter may be easily 

tamed and taught to catch fish for its master. 

The usual way of training it is, first to make 

it fetch and carry like a dog : a truss stuffed 

with wool in the shape of a fish is then given 

to it; this it is accustomed to take in its 

mouth and drop at command. It is then 

taught to fetch real dead fish, when . thrown 

into the water, and thus by degrees made to 

catch living fish. 
Bewick relates that a person near W ooler, 

in Northumberland, had a tame otter, which 

followed him wherever he went. I-Ie fre

quently took it to the river, and it was very 

useful to him by going into the water and 

driving trout and other fish into his net. One 

day, in the absence of its master, it was taken 

out by his son to fish ; but, instead of re

turning as usual at the accustomed signal, it 

refused to come, and was lost. The father 

tried all means to recover it; and, after a 
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search of several days, being near the place 
where the animal was lost, he called it by 
its name, when, to his great joy, it came creep
ing to his feet, with every demonstration of 
affection and attachment. It is remarkable 
that this man's dogs, though accustomed to 
the sport of otter-hunting, were so far from 
molesting this individual) that they would not 
even hurt any of its species when it was in 
their company. 

The otter of Poland, and the more nor
thern countries of Europe, is much smaller 
than our common otter. I ts colour is a 
dusky brown ; and its fur is very valuable, 
being esteemed next in beauty to that of the 
sable. 

In North America, where the otter is called 
the minx, it is not more than twenty inches in 
length ; but its fur, of a dark brown colour, 
is glossy and beautiful. In some parts of that 
continent, otters are seen at a distance from 
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any known water, both in woods and in open 
plains. In winter, if pursued in the woods 
where the snow is light and deep, they will bur
row and make considerable way under it : but 
they may be easily traced by the motion of the 
snow above them and overtaken. The Indians 
kill many of them with clubs; but some of the 
old ones are so fierce that when closely pressed 
they will turn and fly at the pursuer. They 
are said to be very fond of play; and Hearne 
tells us that one of their favourite pastimes is 
to get on a high ridge of snow, bend their 
fore-feet backward, and slide down the side of 
it, sometimes to the distance of twenty yards. 

In the marshes of Guiana otters are very 
numerous : they herd together near the banks 
of rivers, and are so fierce that it is not safe 
to approach them. Those of Cayenne are 
very large, weighing from ninety to one hun
dred pounds; they are of a dark brown colour, 
and their fur is fine, soft, and short. 
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THE BEAVER. 

THE aspect of this ani1nal conveys no im
pression of the extraordinary sagacity which 
has been attributed to it. The body is about 
three feet long ; and the tail, which distin
guishes it from all other quadrupeds, being of 
an oval form, nearly flat, except on the upper 
surface, where it is slightly convex, destitute 
of hair, but covered with scales, like those of 
a fish, is about a foot in length and three 
inches broad. Its ears are short, its nose 
blunt; its fore-feet are small, but the hinder 
large and strong, with membranes connecting 
the toes, as in water-fowl. The body is co
vered with a thick soft fur, which is in general 
·of a deep chesnut colour, but s01netimes quite 
black, white, cream-coloured, and spotted. 
The cutting teeth of the beaver are remark-
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able for their size and strength, which enable 
it to gnaw down trees of considerable mag
nitude with incredible facility. 

The extraordinary instincts of the beaver, 
in its natural state, have furnished one of the 
most attractive subjects of Natural I--Iistory ; 
but it is now certain that much that is false 
and exaggerated has found its way into the de
scriptions of the habits of this animal. This 
exaggeration may be referred to unavoidable 
causes. T_he species are extremely timid and 
vigilant, and invariably labour in the night
time ; hence few persons competent to observe 
them accurately have had opportunity of doing 
so. Our information on this subject is chiefly 
derived from the fur-traders and Indians; ig
norant and credulous men, deceiving them
selves and deceiving others. The account of 
the animal recently given by Dr. Godman, 
Professor of Natural 1-Iistory in the Franklin 
Institute of Pennsylvania, in the second volume 
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of his Natural History, is calculated to correct 
many of those misapprehensions which formerly 
prevailed respecting the beaver. From that 
source the following particulars are derived. 

In a state of nature, the instincts of the 
beavers are exerted for two principal objects; 
to secure such a depth of water that it cannot 
be frozen to the bottom ; and to construct 
huts for their winter habitations. 

If the beavers choose for their residence a 
spot where the water is not of sufficient depth, 
they set about obviating the inconvenience by 
building a dam. The materials used in the 
construction of dams are the trunks and 
branches of small birch, willow, poplar, mul
berry, and other trees. They begin to cut 
down their timber for building early in the 
summer, but they do not begin building till 
the middle or end of August, and their edifices 
are not finished until the beginning of the cold 
season. The strength of their teeth, and their 
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perseverance in this work, may be estimated by 
the age of the trees which they cut down. 
Dr. Godman saw, on the banks of the Little 
Miami river, several stumps of trees, five or 
six inches in diameter, which had evidently 
been felled by these animals, and they have 
even been found of the diameter of eight 
inches. In the neighbourhood of a beaver
dam, the number of trees which have been cut 
down is truly surprising, and the regularity of 
the stumps which are left, might lead persons 
unacquainted with the habits of the animal 
to believe that the clearing was the effect of 
human industry. 

The trees are cut in such a manner as to 
fall into the water, and then floated towards 
the site of the dam and dwellings. Small 
shrubs cut at a distance from the water are 
dragged in their teeth to the stream, and 
towed to the spot. The form of the dam 
varies according to circumstances. If the 
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current is very gentle, the dam is carried 
nearly straight across; but when the strean1 is 
rapid, it is uniformly made with a considerable 
curve, having the convex part opposed to the 
current. With the trunks and branches of 
trees they intermingle mud and stones, to give 
greater security; and, when dams have been 
long undisturbed and frequently repaired, they 
acquire great solidity, their resistance to the 
pressure of water and ice being increased by 
the willow, birch, and other cuttings, occa
sionally taking root, and growing up into a 
regular hedge. The materials used in con
structing the dams are secured solely by the 
branches resting against the bottom, and the 
subsequent accumulation of mud and stones 
either by the deposit of the strean1 or by the 
industry of the beavers. 

Their dwellings are formed of the same ma
terials as the dams, and are very rude, though 
strong, and adapted to the number of their 
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inhabitants, rarely consisting of more than 
four old and six or eight young ones. When 
building their houses they place most of the 
wood cross-wise, and nearly horizontally, ob
serving no other order than that of leaving a 
cavity in the middle. Branches which project 
inward are cut off with their teeth, and thrown 
among the rest. The houses are not first 
built of sticks and then plastered, but all the 
materials, sticks, mud, and stones, if the latter 
can be procured, are mixed up together, and 
this composition is employed fro1n the foun
dation to the summit. The mud is obtained 
from the banks or bottom of the stream or 
pond near the door of the hut; the ani1nal 
always carrying mud and stones by holding 
them between his fore-paw and his throat. 
The work is performed entirely by night and 
with great expedition. When straw or grass 
is mixed with the mud used in building, it is 
an accidental circumstance, owing to the na-
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ture of the spot from which the mud was 
taken. As soon as any part of the materials 
is placed where it is intended to remain, they 
turn round _and give it a smart blow with the 
tail. They strike the same sort of blow upon 
the surface of the water when they are going 
to dive. 

Late in the autu1nn, after the frosts have 
begun, the outside of the hut is covered or 
plastered with mud. The frost soon renders 
it almost as hard as stone, effectually exclud
ing their great enemy, the wolverine, during 
the winter. Their habit of walking frequently 
over the work during its progress has led to 
the absurd idea that they use the tail as a 
trowel. The habit of flapping with the tail, 
which, unless it be in the act already mention
ed, does not appear designed to affect any 
particular purpose, is retained by the beaver 
in a state of captivity. The houses, when 
they have stood for some time and been kept 



THE BEA VER. 209 
in repair, become so finn, from the consolida
tion of the materials, as to require great exer
tion and the use of the ice-chisel or other iron 
implements to be broken open. This is a la
borious undertaking, for the tops of the houses 
are generally from four to six feet thick at 
the apex of the cone ; and Hearne relates that 
he saw one instance in which the crown or 
roof of the hut was more than eight feet in 
thickness. The door or hole leading in to the 
beaver-hut is always on the side farthest frorn 
the land, and near the foundation of the house, 
or at a considerable depth under water. This 
is the only opening into the hut, which is not 
divided into chambers. 

All the beavers of a community do not co
operate in the building of houses for the com
mon use of the whole. Those that are to Ii ve 
together in the same hut. assist in its construc
tion ; and the only work in which they seem 
to have a joint interest, and at which they 
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labour in concert, is the dam, as this is de
signed to keep a sufficient depth of water 
around all the habitations. 

In situations where the beaver is frequently 
disturbed and pursued, its social habits are 
relinquished, and its mode of living changed 
to suit the nature of circumstances, and this 
occurs even in different parts of the same 
rivers. Instead of building dams and houses, 
it then makes an excavation in the bank of 
the stream, and adopts the manners of the 
musk-rat. The beaver displays more sagacity 
in thus acco1nn10dating itself to circumstances 
than in any other of its actions. So cautious 
is it to guard against detection, that, were it 
not for the stumps of the trees which indicate 
the species of animal by which they have 
been cut down, its residence in the vicinity 
·would not be suspected. I ts excursions for 
procuring food are n1ade late at night, and, if 
it passes from one hole to another in the day-
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time, it swi1ns so far under water as not to 
excite the least suspicion of its presence. On 
many parts of the Mississipi and Missouri, 
where the beaver fonnerly built houses ac
cording to the mode above described, no such 
works are now to be found, though beavers 
are still to be trapped in those parts. 

These animals have also excavations in the 
adjacent banks, at rather regular distances 
from each other, which have been called 
washes. These excavations are so enlarged 
within, that the beaver can raise his head 
above water in order to breathe without being 
seen ; and, when disturbed at their huts, they 
immediately make their way under water to 
their washes. 

Beavers feed chiefly on the bark of the 
aspen, willow, birch, poplar, and occasion
ally the alder, but rarely resort to the pine
tribe unless in cases of great emergency. 
During the summer season they collect a 
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stock of wood from the trees iust mentioned, ., 
and place it in the water opposite to the 
entrance to their houses. They also eat the 
roots of the yellow-flowering water-lily, which 
grow at the bottom of lakes, ponds, and rivers, 
and may be procured at all seasons. 

To take the beavers residing · on a small 
river or creek, the Indians find it necessary 
to stake the stream across to prevent their 
escape. They then try to ascertain where 
the vaults or washes in the banks are situated; 
and it is only practised hunters that can dis
cover them. The hunt takes place in winter, 
because the fur of the animal is then in the 
best condition. The hunter, with an ice-chisel 
fastened to a handle four or five feet in length, 
strikes against the ice as he goes along the 
edge of the bank, and the sound produced by 
the blow informs him when he is opposite to 
one of those excavations. On discovering one, 
a hole, sufficient to admit a full-grown beaver 
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is cut through the ice, and the search is con
tinued, until as many places of retreat as pos
sible have been found. While the most expe
rienced hunters are thus occupied, the others, 
with the women, are breaking into the beaver
houses. The ani1nals, alarmed at this inva
sion of their dwellings, take to the water and 
swim to their retreats in the banks, but their 
coming is betrayed to the hunters, watching 
at the holes in the ice, by the motion and dis
colouration of the water. The entrance is 
easily closed with stakes, and the beaver, in
stead of finding shelter in his cave, is made 
prisoner and destroyed. The hunter then pulls 
the ani1nal out, if within reach, by his hand, 
or by a hook fastened to a long handle. 
Beaver-houses in lakes or other standing wa
ters offer an easier prey to the hunters, as 
there is no necessity for staking the water 
across. 

The ntnnber of beavers killed in the north-



214 THE BEA VER. 

ern parts of America, even at the present 
time, after the trade in their furs has been 
carried on for so many years, is very great. 
In 18ZO, sixty thousand beaver-skins were sold 
by the Hudson's Bay Company alone. In all 
the Atlantic and western States, as far as the 
1niddle and upper waters of the Missouri, the 
ani1nals have been exterminated; in the Hud
son's Bay territories they are annually be .. 
coming more scarce ; so that at no distant 
period probably the race will be extinguished 
throughout the whole continent. 

In the countries watered by the tributary 
streams of the Missouri and Mississipi, the 
Indians take the beavers principally by trap
ping, being generally supplied with steel-traps 
by the traders, who do not sell but only lend 
them, in order to keep the Indians dependent 
· on themselves, and to claim the furs which 
they may procure. The business of trapping 
requires great experience and caution, the 
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s.enses of the beaver being so keen as to 
enable him to detect the recent presence of 
the hunter by the slightest traces. It is ne
cessary that the hands should be washed clean 
before the trap is handled and baited, and 
that every precaution should be taken to 
elude the vigilance of the animal. The bait 
is prepared from the substance called castor, 
obtained from the glandulous pouches of the 
male animal, which sometimes contain fro1n 
two to three ounces. 

In winter the beaver becomes very fat, and 
its flesh is esteemed by the hunters to be ex
cellent food ; but those caught in the summer 
are lean and unfit for the table. The fur also 
is of little value in summer ; it is only in 
winter that it is obtained in the state which 
renders it so desirable for the fur traders. 

The young beavers, like the young of most 
other animals, are very playful, and whine in 
a manner closely resembling the cry of a child. 



216 THE BEAVER. 

Captain Franklin relates that, one day, a gen
tleman, long resident in the Hudson's Bay 
country, espied five young beavers sporting in 
the water, leaping upon the trunk of a tree, 
pushing one another oft and playing a thou
sand antics. He approached softly, under 
cover of the bushes, and prepared to fire, but, 
on a nearer approach, he was so struck with 
the si1nilitude between their gestures and the 
infantine sports of his own children, that he 
dropped his gun and left them un1nolested. 

The motions of the beavers on land are very 
slow. Though possessing teeth so sharp and 
strong as to be capable of a stout resistance, 
they are easily killed, being so timid, that if 
they happen to meet a man they will squat 
down and cry like a child. 

The beaver may be completely domesticated. 
Major Roderfort., of New York, informed Pro
fessor Kalm., that he had a tame beaver above 
half a year in his house, where he went about 
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loose like a dog, He fed him with bread and 
sometimes fish, of which he was very fond. 
He was supplied with as 1nuch water as he 
required in a bowl. All the rags and soft 
things he could 1neet with he dragged into 
a corner where he was accustomed to sleep, 
and made a bed of them. The cat, having 
kittens, took possession of his bed ; he did not 
disturb her ; and when she went out he would 
often take up the kitten that was preserved 
between his fore-paws, hold it to his breast as 
if to warm it, and seemingly doat upon it : as 
soon as the cat returned he always gave her 
back the kitten. Sometimes he grumbled, 
but never did any harm, nor attempted to bite. 

The skin of the beaver has hair of two 
kinds ; the lower, close to the hide, is short, 
and as fine as down; the upper, which grows 
more sparingly, is both thicker and longer. 
The latter is of no value, but the fine hair is 
wrought into hats, and other articles of dress. 
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THE PORCUPINE. 

THE porcupine is a native of Africa, South
ern Asia, and the Asiatic islands, and it is 
also found wild in son1e of the warmer coun
tries of Europe, as Spain, Sicily, and Malta. 

The usual length of the comn1on porcupine 
is about two feet and a half from the head to 
the end of the tail. The upper parts of this 
animal are furnished with a remarkable kind 
of defence, being covered with hard, sharp 
spines, some of which measure from nine to 
fifteen inches in length; they are variegated 
with alternate black and white rings, and are 
cast every year. They are complete quills, 
which the animal can raise or depress at plea
sure ; and when he walks they make a rattling 
noise, especially those about the tail, by strik
ing against one another. The head, belly, 
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and legs are covered with strong, dusky bris
tles, intermixed with softer hairs : these are 
very long on the top of the head, and curved 
backward like a ruff or crest. The teeth are 
very sharp and strong. Bosman, when on 
the coast of Guinea, put a porcupine into a 
strong tub, but in the course of the night he 
ate his way through the staves and escaped. 

In its manners the porcupine is very harm
less and inoffensive. It is never itself the ag
gressor: when pursued, it climbs the first tree 
that it can reach, where it remains till the 
patience of its enemy is exhausted; but, when 
it is roused to self-defence, the lion him.self 
dare not attack it. In such cases it generally 
lies down on one side, ,and, on the approach 
of its foe, rises quickly and gores him with the 
spines of the other. When it meets with ser
pents, against whom it carries on incessant 
war, it draws in its head and feet, contracting 
itself into a ball, and, rolling upon them, kills 
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them with its bristles, without running any 
risk itself. According to Le V aillant, wounds 
from the quills are dangerous, owing to some 
pernicious quality which they possess. He 
tells us that one of his Hottentots, who had 
received a wound in the leg from a porcupine, 
was laid up with it for 1nore than six 1nonths ; 
and that a gentleman at the Cape was near 
losing a lin1b from a similar accident, frmn 
which he suffered most severely for above four 
months, during one of which he was confined 
to his bed. 

When the ani1nal is casting its quills, a cir
cumstance which may have given rise to the 
notion of its darting them at its enemies, it 
sometimes shakes them off with such force 
that they will fly to the distance of some 
-yards, and that the points will become bent 
by striking against any hard substance. 

It inhabits subterranean retreats, which it 
is said to form into several apartments, leaving 
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two holes., one for an entrance and the other 
for escape in case of emergency. It sleeps in 
the day-time, going abroad chiefly in the night 
in quest of food, which consists principally of 
fruit, roots, and vegetables. Though it can en
dure hunger for a long time, apparently with
out inconvenience, it always eats voraciously. 

If taken young, the porcupine may be easily 
tamed. The late Sir Ashton Lever had one, 
which he frequently turned out on the grass 
behind his house to play with a tame hunting 
leopard and a Newfoundland dog. As soon 
as they were let loose, the dog and the leopard 
would pursue the porcupine, which always en
deavoured at first to escape by flight: but, 
finding this to be impracticable, he would 
thrust his nose into a corner, making a snort
ing noise and erecting his spines, with which 
his pursuers pricked their noses, till they at 
length began to quarrel with one another, and 
thus afforded hi1n an opportunity of escaping. 
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THE MARMOT. 

THIS animal has been classed by some na
turalists with the rat kind, while others refer 
it to the family of the hare. In. size it ap
proaches much nearer to the former than to 
the latter genus ; but, if we examine its struc
ture, we shall find points of correspondence 
with both. The head, nose, and lips re
semble those of the hare, while the ears, 
teeth, and claws are like those of the rat. 

The 1narmot is indigenous to both the Old 
and New World. The Alpine marmot, which 
is a native of the Alps, the Pyrenees, and 
some other mountainous tracts of Europe, is 
rather larger than a rabbit, being about six
teen inches long, exclusively of the tail, which 
measures about six inches. The head is rather 
large and flattish, the ears short and hidden 
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by the fur, which is brownish on the back, and 
reddish on the belly ; and the tail thick and 
bushy. 

These animals delight in high mountain re
gions, climbing readily and with ease the 
rocky eminences and fissures. Their retreats 
are formed with great art and precaution. 
They do not make a single hole, but a kind 
of gallery in the fonn of a Y, each branch of 
which has an aperture, and both terminate in 
a spacious apartment, where several of the 
animals lodge together. Both branches of 
the Y are inclined ; one of them, running 
under the apartment, and following the de
clivity of the hill on which these abodes are 
always made, serves as a drain to carry off all 
offensive matters; and the other, which rises 
above the principal apartn1ent, is used for 
coming in and going out. Their place of 
abode is well lined with moss or hay, of which 
they lay up a store during the summer. 
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The marmots, like the beavers, dwell to
gether, and work in common in the construction 
of their habitations, where they pass three
fourths of their lives. Thither they retire 
during rain, or on the approach of danger, 
never going out but in fine weather, and then 
to no great distance. One of them stands 
sentinel on a rock, while the others sport upon 
the grass or cut it for hay. If the sentinel per
ceives a man, a dog, an eagle, or any object 
from which danger may be apprehended, he 
instantly gives the alarm by a loud whistle, 
and is himself the last that enters the hole. 
I-laving a quick eye, he discovers an enemy at 
a considerable distance. 

The marmot never does the least injury to 
any other animal. He fl~es when pursued, 
_and, when apprehensive of danger, whole fa
milies quit their dwellings and wander from 
hill to hill, though they have in consequence 
new habitations to construct. But when flight 
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is impossible, they obstinately defend then1-
selves with teeth and claws against the attacks 
of even men and dogs. 

The marmots make no provision for their 
subsistence during the winter, as if aware that 
they should not need any. On the approach 
of that season, they close up the two entrances 
to their habitation with such solidity that it 
is easier to break up the earth in any other 
place. They are then so fat as sometimes to 
weigh twenty pounds. They remain torpid 
for seven or eight months, gradually diminish
ing in bulk, till by the end of winter they be
come quite meagre. The hunters, who 1nake 
a business of taking these animals on account 
both of their flesh and their skins, leave them 
undisturbed till the weather has become very 
severe; when they are found asleep in their 
retreats, rolled up like balls, and covered with 
hay. 

When taken young, the marmot is easily 
VOL. II. Q 
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domesticated. It will walk on its hind legs, 
sit upright, and lift food to its mouth with its 
fore-feet. It will dance with a stick between 
its paws, and perform various antics to please 
its master. It has a singular antipathy to 
dogs: but, though able to bite most cruelly, 
it attacks no one unless first irritated. 

THE GRAY SQUIRREL. 

IN form and manners the gray squirrel 
very much resembles the common squirrel. It 
is of about the size of a young rabbit, and, 
excepting the inside of. the limbs, and the 
under parts of the body, which are white, its 
colour is an elegant pale gray. 

This animal is a native of North A1nerica 
and some of the northernmost parts of Europe. 
The gray squirrels often change their place 
of abode, so that so1netimes during a whole 
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winter not one is to be found in a district 
where there were millions in the preceding 
year. In their 1narches, when they corr1e to 
a lake or river, they will lay hold of a piece of 
pine or birch bark, which they draw to the 
edge of the water, n10unt upon it, and consign 
themselves to the influence of the wind and 
waves. They erect their tails, which serve 
for sails to their precarious barks, often. con
sisting of many thousands : in case of unfa
vourable weather dreadful havoc is 1nade 
among the adventurous voyagers, and the 
wreck enriches the Laplanders, who find the 
dead bodies washed on shore. 

In North America the gray squirrels do 
great mischief among the plantations, but es
pecially among the maize, cli1nbing up stalks, 
tearing the ears in pieces, and eating only the 
sweet kernel in the inside. In this way they 
will destroy the whole crop of a farmer in a 
single night. In some of the United States; 
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therefore, a reward of two-pence a head was 
given from the public treasury for their de
struction. In one year only, about the middle 
of the last century, Pennsylvania alone paid 
no less a sum than eight thousand pounds on 
this account, which shows that in that year 
nearly a million of these animals must have 
been destroyed. 

The gray squirrel resides chiefly among 
trees, in the hollows of which it makes its 
nest with straw, 1noss, and other materials, 
feeding on acorns, fir-cones, maize, and va
rious kinds of fruit. It is said to collect a 
store of provisions for winter, which it de
posits in holes that it burrows at the foot of 
trees and other places. When, sitting on a 
bough, it perceives a man approaching, it in-
. stantly moves its tail backward and forward, 
and niakes a noise with its t eeth, to the great 
annoyance of the sportsman, who frequently 
]oses his game in consequence of the alarm 
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thus given. It is very difficult to kill these 
animals, which move about in the trees with 
such rapidity as to elude the most expert 
marksman. 

It is said that the gray squirrels may be 
easily tamed, and that in this state they 
readily associate with other domestic animals. 
Their flesh is esteemed very delicate, and the 
skins are en1ployed for making ladies' shoes·, 
and for the facing and lining of cloaks. 

THE KANGAROO. 

THE first voyage of that celebrated navi
gator, Captain Cook, first made the world 
acquainted with the existence of this remark
able native of New Holland. It is the largest 
quadruped yet discovered in that country, 
measuring, i.,vhen full-grown, about five feet 
from the tip of the nose to the tail, the tail 
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being about three feet ; and weighing about 
one hundred and fifty pounds. The general 
size of the kangaroo is equal to that of a 
sheep. The upper parts of the animal are 
s1nall, the lower much larger, yet such is the 
elegance of gradation in this respect, that the 
kangaroo 1nay justly be considered as one of 
the most picturesque of quadrupeds. The 
head bears some resemblance to that of a 
deer, and the countenance is mild and placid. 
From the breast downward the body gradually 
enlarges; the tail is long and taper, thick at 
the base, and narrowing to a point. 

The fore-legs of the largest kangaroos are 
about nineteen inches in length ; the hinder 
ones being three feet six or seven inches. 
From this great disproportion it was long be
lieved that the former were not used in loco
rnotion, but merely for digging its burrows in 
the ground, and in raising food to its mouth. 
Though it has been seen running on all fou~· 
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feet, yet its principal progressive motion is by 
leaps, in which it has been known to clear 
twenty feet at a time, and which are so rapidly 
repeated as to enable the animal almost to 
outstrip the fleetest greyhound: besides which 
it will frequently bound over obstacles nine 
feet or more in height with the greatest ease. 
Its general colour is an elegant pale brown, 
inclining to white on the belly. 

One of the most remarkable peculiarities of 
this animal is the extraordinary faculty which 
it possesses of separating at pleasure to ~ 
considerable distance the two long fore-teeth 
in the lower jaw. According to La Billardiere, 
its eye is furnished with a nictitating mem
brane, situated at the interior angle, and ca_
pable of being extended at pleasure over the 
ball. 

In its natural state the kangaroo is ex
tremely timid. It feeds entirely on vege
table substances, chiefly on grass, and drinks 



232 THE KAI GAROO. 

by lapping. It is gregarious, feeding in 
herds of thirty or forty ; in which case it is 
generally observed that one is stationed at a 
distance from the rest, apparently as a sen
tinel. It sometimes uses its tail as a weapon 
of defence, giving such severe blows with it to 
dogs as to oblige them to desist from the pur
suit. It will also kick with its hind feet with 
great violence, and during this action it sup
ports itself on the base of its tail. 

The kangaroo is one of those remarkable 
species of quadrupeds that are furnished with 
a pouch in which their young are fostered ; 
and the agility which the females display 
when thus encu1nbered with the burden of 
their offspring is truly astonishing. 

The flesh of the kangaroo is commonly 
eaten by our colonists in New South Wales : 
it is said to be rather coarse, but well flavour
ed and nutritious. 
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THE SLOTH. 

OF the animals called sloths, fro1n the ex
treme slowness and sluggishness of their move
ments, there are three species, distinguished 
by the number of their toes, having respec
tively two, three, and five toes. The two 
former are natives of the hotter parts of South 
America ; the latter, called the ursine sloth, 
from its shaggy coat, is found in India, chiefly 
in the island of Cey Ion. They are harmless 
inoffensive creatures, living wholly on vege
table food. It is the three-toed species which 
we have to describe. 

In its general appearance it is extremely 
uncouth ; the body is thick, the feet very 
small, but armed with three very long strong 
claws, of a curved form and sharp-pointed. 
The head is small, the face short, naked, and 
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of a blackish colour ; the eyes are s111all, 
black, and round ; the ears also are small, 
and lie close to the head. The hair on the 
top of the head projects over and gives to the 
animal a very peculiar and grotesque phy
siogn0111y. Its general colour is a greyish 
brown ; and the hair, which thickly covers the 
body, especially the back and thighs, is of mo
derate length and extremely coarse. 

The most particular account that we can 
find of the habits of the sloth is that given by 
Kircher, the Jesuit. Its figure, he says, is 
extraordinary: it is about the size of a cat, 
has a very ugly countenance, and long claws 
like fingers. It sweeps the ground with its 
belly, and moves so slowly that it would 
scarcely go the length of a bow shot in a fort
night, though constantly in motion. It lives 
·generally on the tops of trees, and takes two 
days in crawling up one, and as many in get
ting down. Nature has doubly guarded it 
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against its enemies ; in the first place by giv
ing it such strength in its feet as to hold 
whatever it seizes so fast, that it can never 
extricate itself but must die of hunger; and 
secondly, in having given it such an affecting 
countenance that, when it looks at any one 
who might be tempted to injure it, he can 
scarcely help being moved by compassion: it 
sheds tears also, and persuades you that a 
creature so abject and defenceless ought not 
to be tormented. 

By way of experiment one of these animals 
was brought to the Jesuits' College at Cartha
gena. A long pole being put under his feet, 
he grasped it firmly, and would not loose it 
again. The sloth was therefore raised upon 
this pole, which was placed between two beams, 
where the animal remained suspended without 
food for forty days, the eyes being always 
fixed on those who looked at him, who were 
so affected that they could not forbear pitying 
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his dejected state. When he was at length 
taken down, a dog was let loose on him ; he 
presently seized this assailant in his claws, 
and held hi1n there till he died of hunger. 

In this account the slowness of the mo
tions of the sloth is considerably exaggerated; 
as we learn from later writers that he will 
move at the rate of fifty or sixty paces in a 
day, and one that was on board ship climbed 
to the mast-head in about an hour. 

In climbing, the sloth first carelessly stretches 
out one of his fore paws, and fixes his claws in 
the bark of the tree as high as he can reach ; 
he then heavily drags up his body, and gra
dua11y fixes his other paws, raising himself ap
parently with the utmost difficulty. When in 
the tree, he continues there till he has stripped 
it of leaves and bark, upon which he feeds; 
and then, to save hin1self the trouble of a 
tedious and laborious descent, he drops, it is 
said, to the ground, being preserved by his 
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thick and hairy hide from injury by the fall. 
There he lies till the calls of hunger again 
impel him to the arduous task of climbing 
another tree., when he proceeds in the same 
manner. 

Linneus says that the cry of the sloth is 
horrible and its tears piteous. It is most 
active during the night., at which time it 
utters its plaintive cry., ascending and de
scending in perfect tune through the hexa
chord., or six successive musical intervals. 
When the Spaniards., on their first arrival in 
America., heard this unusual noise., they 
imagined that they were near some nation 
which was acquainted with our music. 

THE ARMADILLO. 

THE aniinals of this tribe are thus named 
from the curious kind of armour by which 
their bodies are protected. This armour 1s 
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composed partly of large irregular pieces, of a 
strong sort of shell, like that of the tortoise, 
covering the shoulders and back, and partly 
of regular bands 1 ying between these, folding 
over one another, and connected by mem
branes, like the parts of a lobster's tail, so as 
to accommodate themselves to all the motions 
of the animal. The nu1nber of these bands 
varies in the different species of armadilloes, 
of which there are six, chiefly distinguished 
by the nu1nber of shelly bands that envelop 
the body, and all closely resen1bling each other 
in their habits and way of life. The twelve
banded armadillo is the largest of the race, 
being almost three feet in length ; the six
banded, common in Brazil and Guiana, and 
represented in the engraving, is about the 
size of a young pig; and the eighteen-banded 
about fifteen inches long. 

The armadilloes are very harmless animals, 
and live in subterraneous retreats, which they 
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burrow for themselves with their large, strong 
claws ; wandering about chiefly by night, in 
quest of roots, grain, and insects, drinking 
much, and often growing very fat, in which 
state the smaller species are considered a 
great delicacy. They are hunted with dogs 
trained for the purpose. When attacked they 
will sometimes coil themselves up into a ball, 
when they are invulnerable; or, if not too 
suddenly surprised, they will run to their hole 
or attempt to make a new one, which they do 
with great expedition, by 1neans of their claws. 
With these they adhere so firmly to the ground, 
that if they should be caught by the tail while 
making their way into the earth, the resist
ance is so great that they will sometimes leave 
their tails in the hands of their pursuers : to 
prevent this, the hunter, by tickling the animal 
with a stick, causes it to give up its hold and 
to suffer itself to be taken alive. We are as
sured that, if no other means of escape are 
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left, it will roll itself up within· its shelly 
covering, by drawing in the head and legs, 
and bringing the tail round them as a band to 
connect them more forcibly together ; and in 
this situation it will roll itself over the edge of 
a prec1p1ce and generally fall to the bottom 
unhurt. 

THE GREAT ANT-EATER. 

THE animals of this genus live chiefly, as 
their name i1nplies, on ants and similar in
sects, .for which purpose they are furnished 
with a remarkable tongue, of a round worm
like form, covered with a glutinous saliva, and 
frequently two feet in length, which lies folded 
double wit_hin the mouth, that is but just large 
enough to contain it. This tongue compen-
. sates for the want of teeth. The head of the 
ant-eater is very long and slender ; the body 
clothed with long shaggy hair; the tail_, of 
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enormous size, is also covered with long, black 
hair, somewhat resembling that of a horse; 
and, in a shower of rain, or when the animal 
sleeps, he covers himself with it, in the man
ner of a squirrel, but at other times he trails 
it along the ground. The great ant-eater is 
a native of Brazil and Guiana, and sometimes 
measures eight or nine feet from the snout to 
the tip of the tail. 

The method by which this animal procures 
the ants, which constitute his principal food, 
is this : -He thrusts his long tongue into a 
nest of those insects, and when a sufficient 
number of them adheres to it, he withdraws 
his tongue and swallows his prey. He also 
climbs trees in quest of wood-lice and wild 
honey ; but, should he be disappointed, he 
can fast for a considerable time without in
convenience. His motions in general are very 
slow. He swims over large rivers with ease, 
and then his tail is thrown over his back. 

VOL. II. R 
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It is said that this species of· ant-eater 1nay 
be ta1ned, and that in a domestic state he will 
pick up crumbs of bread and small pieces of 
flesh. 

TI-IE SEAL. 

THIS is an amphibious anin1al, forming one 
of the last steps in the gradation between 
quadrupeds and fish ; and, though generally 
classed by naturalists among the former, ap
pai:ently partaking in a greater degree of the 
nature and habits of the latter. It is found, 
with some variation of species, in almost every 
quarter of the globe, but, chiefly abounds in 
the northern seas of Europe, Asia, and Ame
rica, and in the unfrequented regions towards 

· the South Pole. According to Pennant, seals 
are even found in some fresh-water lakes, 
especially that of Baikal. 
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The usual length of the common seal is five 
or six feet. It has a large round head, with 
several long bristles on each side of the 
mouth, large eyes, no external ears, and a 
forked tongue. The neck is short, and the 
body tapers from the shoulder to the tail, 
which is also very short. The legs are ex
tremely short, the hinder being placed so far 
back as to be of little use, except in swim
ming: and all the feet are webbed. The toes, 
of which there are five on each foot, are armed 
with strong sharp claws, that enable it to 
climb the rocks among which it dwells. The 
seal is covered with short, smooth hair, varying 
in colour, being s01netimes gray, sometimes 
brown or blackish, and occasionally spotted 
with white and yellow. 

Seals select for their habitations caverns in 
the rocks, out of reach of the tide. They are 
excellent' swimmers ; they will dive like a 
shot, and rise again in a trice at the distance 



244 THE SEAL. 

of fifty yards, and are very bold when in the 
se·a. In summer they leave the water to bask 
or sleep in the sun, on the top of large stones 
or fragments of rock. When annoyed, they 
hasten towards the sea, flinging dirt and stones 
behind them as they scrainble along, at the 

' same time expressing their fears by piteous 
moans ; but if they happen to be overtaken 
they will make a vigorous defence with their 
claws and teeth till they are killed. They are 
extremely watchful, and never sleep long with
out moving, seldom longer than a minute ; 
alternately raising their heads, and, if they see 
or hear nothing more than ordinary, laying 
them down again. Nature seems to have 
gifted them with this watchfulness, because, 
being destitute of external ears, they cannot 
hear very quick, nor from any great distance. 
'They are taken for the sake of their skins, 
and for the oil yielded by their fat. 

The seal is said to delight in thunder-
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storms, and at such times will sit upon the 
rocks and contemplate with see1ning delight 
the convulsion of the elements ; widely differ
ing in this respect from the terrestrial qua
drupeds, which manifest terror on such occa-. 
s1ons. 

The voice of a full-grown seal is hoarse, 
and not unlike the barking of a dog; that of 
the young has some resemblance to the mew
ing of a kitten. When they are about a fort
night old, the mother takes them to the sea, 
and instructs them to swim and to seek their 
food ; and when they are fatigued, she will, it 
is said, carry them on her back. She sits up
right on her hind legs while she suckles them ; 
and in this attitude of the seal have, no doubt, 
originated the fabulous stories related of mer
maids. 

The seal supplies the ~reen1anders and 
the Esquimaux with their principal, 1nost 
palatable, and substantial food. The fat fur-
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nishes them with oil for their lamps and fires. 
The skin serves for clothing, bedding, and. 
tent-covers, and is employed in making their 
kayaks or boats ; and they find the sinews 
better for sewing than thread or silk. Of the 
fine skin of the entrails they make their win
dows, curtains for their tents, and shirts ; and 
part of the bladders they use in fishing, as 
buoys or floats for their harpoons. Of the 
bones they formerly made all the implements 
which are now supplied to them of iron. The 
seal-fishery is, in fact, the only labour to 
which these rude people cal"}- devote them
selves for a subsistence ; to this labour there
fore they are trained from childhood, and to 

, acquire dexterity and skill in it is their highest 
ambition. 
. When taken young, the seal may be domes
ticated. It will follow its n1aster like a dog, 
and come to him when called by its name. 
An individual which had been taken at a little 
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distance from the sea and thus tamed, was 
kept in a vessel full of salt and water, which 
it would leave for the purpose of crawling 
about the house, and even sometimes ap
proaching the fire. Though taken out to sea 
every day and thrown in from a boat, it would 
invariably swim after its master, and allow 
itself to be retaken without making any at
tempt to escape. In this way it lived for 
some time, a.nd died in consequence of ill 
usage. 

THE BAT. 

As the seal appears to form the connecting 
link between the quadrupeds dwelling on the 
earth and the inhabitants of the deep, so the 
bat seems to unite them with the tribes that 
wing the air. In general figure the pat re
sembles the mouse; but it is furnished with 
wings, which the animal can stretch when it 
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chooses to fly, and fold up into a small space 
when it is at rest. 

The bat's wings are formed of delicate 
membranes, like thin leather, stretched upon 
the bones, which correspond with the fore-leg 
in quadrupeds. So far they resemble those of 
birds, but they differ in the materials of which 
they are composed, and in the similitude of 
the bones to those of the human hand. They 
ha~e, what is peculiar to themselves, a hook
like process attached to the bone of the wing, 
by which they lay hold and support themselves 
,upon the cornices of buildings, and so far em
ploy their wings as hands. These wings, when 
extended, are of great length. In the' larger 
species, found in some parts of India, Africa, 
and South America, celebrated und·er the 
. name of vampyre, they often measure five 
feet ; and Sir Hans Sloane was in possession 
of a specimen, brought from Sumatra, the 
wings of which measured seven feet. 
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As., however., the bat itself is not rendered 

buoyant by any of the means employed in the 
intern~l structure of birds., and as its wings 
are themselves membranes of some strength., 
great extent of sµrface is required in them. 
They are not fitted for long flight., and must 
be considered as a remarkable deviation from 
the structure of the bird on one part., and 
from that of the quadruped on the other. 

The numerous species of bats are natives of 
very different regions. Three of them are 
found in Britain., several in the warmer coun
tries of Asia and A.frica., one in the vV est In
dies., and a few in America. The smaller 
species., found in temperate climates., live 
chiefly on insects., which they catch in their 
flight., and pass the winter in a torpid state 
without food. Those of warm climates are 
usually very large., and attack pirds and even 
the smaller quadrupeds. The bats are divided, 
into two classes., the tailed and the tailless. 
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The large-eared bat belongs to the class 

without tails. It is one of the most common 

species of Britain, and may be seen flying 

through the air in the summer evenings, in 

quest of insects. It is about two inches in 

length,. and seven across the extended wings. 

The ears are half as long as the body, very 

thin and almost transparent, and within each 

there is a membrane, which is supposed to 

serve as a valve to defend the organ of hear

ing in the torpid state in which the animal 

remains during winter. On the approach of 

cold weather, they retire to their hiding

places in old buildings, walls, or caverns, 

where they remain generally in great num

bers, suspended by the hind legs, and wrapped 

in their wings, till the genial warmth of sum

mer again calls them abroad. 

From experiments made by Spallanzani on 

three species of bats, it was conjectured that 

these animals must possess some hidden sense, 
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by which, when deprived of sight, they are 
enabled to avoid obstacles as readily as when 
they possessed the power of vision. From 
some observations made by Sir Anthony Car
lisle on this subject, however, it appears pro:.. 
bable that it is the sense of hearing, which 
in the bats is uncommonly delicate, that en
ables them, when blinded, to avoid the objects 
that would impede their flight. 

The large-eared bat is capable of being do
mesticated to a certain degree. Mr. White, 
in his " Natural History of Selborne," tells us 
that he was once much amused with a tame 
bat. " It would take flies fr01n a person's hand. 
If you gave it any thing to eat, it brought its 
wings round before the 1nouth ; hovering and 
hiding its head in the manner of birds of prey 
when they feed. The adroitness with which 
it sheared off the wings of flies, which were 
always rejected, was worthy of observation. 
Insects seemed to be most acceptable, though 
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it did not refuse raw flesh when offered; so 
that the notion that bats go down chimneys 
and gnaw people's bacon seems no improbable 
story. I saw it several times confute the vulgar 
opinion that bats, when on a flat surface, can
not get on the wing again, by rising with 
great ease from the floor. It ran with more 
dispatch than I was aware of, but in a most 
ridiculous and grotesque manner." 

END OF THE SECOND PART. 
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Fores t Laws. The Crusades. Sie~c and 
Cap ture of Jerusalem . Magna Charta. 
Civil , vars. Commencem en t of the H ouse 
of Commons . State of Literature. Learn
ed M en. Arc hi tecture of the Norman 
period. English Language at diflere nt 
periods. Eng li sh Commerce. The Bible 
translated into English. l:'1·ogress of the 
Jteforma tion. Dreadful Persecuti ons of 
the ProtesLants. Basl India Company 
eslab lished. Virginia Colonized. Uun
powder Plot. P lague in London . Fire of 
London. Judge Jefferys. vVbigs an d 
T ories, &c. 

ELEVENTH VOLUlVIE. 

THE FRENCH HIST ORY 
BRIEFLY TOLD. Em
bellished with full-length Por
traits, from authentic Sources, 
of Thirtv-four of the Sove
reigns of France m their 
proper Costumes, accompa
nied with a Poetical Chrono
logy; also Four Engravings 
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relating to important Events 
of French History. 16mo. 
square. Price 4s. half bound. 
Extract from CoNTENTs.-Early Stale 

of Gaul. The Mernvingian Race. Char
lemagne. Hugh Capet. The Crusades. 
Peter the Hermit Heretics. Knights 
l'emplars. Jane de Montford. Battle of 
Cressy . Calais taken by the English. 
Joan of Arc. Louis the Eleven th and 
his Astrologer. The Field of tbP. C loth 
of (;oJd. Change in H.eligious Opinions. 
Rise of the Protestant Faith. Jesuits. 
. Jealousy evinced at the growing power of 
Proteslan tism. Calais retaken by the 
French Catherine of i\'.Iedicis. iege of 
Orleans. Massacre of St. Bartholomew. 
\Vars with the Hugonots . Adventure 
of the Due de Sully. Coronation of 
Mary of Medicis. Marechal Turenne. 
Revocation of the Edict of Nantes . Bat
tle of Blenheim. Regency of Orleans. 
Battle of Dettingen • Peace of Aix
la-Chapelle . Conduct of the Clergy. 
,~'ars in India. ,vars in America. 
\ Vars in Europe. Invasion of Ireland. 
The Peace of 1763. Commencement of 
the Revolution. La Fayette and Mira
beau, Trial of the King. Reign of 
Terror. Danton and Robespierre. The 
Republic. Napoleon Bonaparte. \Var 
in Egypt. Success in Germany. Invasion 
of the Peninsula. Barbarities of the 
French. ln vasion of Russia. Destruc
tion of Moscow. Hattie of Leipsic. 
France Invaded. AbcUcation of Bona
parte. Bonaparte sent to Elba. Bour
bons restored. Return or Bonaparte. 
Battle of Waterloo. Bonaparte sent lo 
the Island of St. Helena. His Death. 
~\ssassination of the Due de Berri. 
Charles the Tenth. Administration of 
Polignac. Algiers Taken. Revolution 
of 1830. Charles X. Abdicated. Louis 
Philip. Trial of the Ex-Ministers, &c. 

TWELFTH VOLUl\IE. 
'THE OCEAN; a Descrip
tion of Wonders and Import
ant Products of the Sea ; 
with 36 engravings on Wood, 
and Four on Steel, price3s. 6d. 
half bound, sq. l 6mo. 

ExTRACT >'RO>t CoNTBNT3.-Amphi
bious Animals- Appearances of the ·ea. 
Arctic \Valrus. Bivalves. Bottom of 
the Sea. Mutiny of the Bounty. Cach a
lot. Cetaceous Animals. Changes of the 
Sea. Cochlea. Cod Fishery. Coral. 
Crabs . Depth and Density of the ea. 
Diving Bell . Dolphin. Echinus. Elec
tric Ray. Extent of the Ocean. }'ishes 
Distinguished . Fishes Described. Float
ing Islands. Flying Fish. Goodwin 
Sands. G1·~at \Vhal e. Green Turtle. 
Grampus. Hippocampus. !Gy Seas 
Insects of the Sea. John Dor~e- Lam
prey. Luminousness of the Sea. i\fack
erel. i\faelstroorn. l\Iarine Animals . 
Mediterranean. Motions of the ~ea. 

' Pw Island. Kautilus. General De-
scription of the Ocean• Oysters. Pan
dora Ship. Paper Nautilus. Pearls. 
Polar Regions . Porcupine Fish. Por
poise. Prawns. Products of the Sea . 
fazor Fish. Marin~ Reptiles. almon. 
Saltness of the Sea. Seas. ea Flowers. 
Sea \Veed. ,;eals . Shark. . hell Fish. 
Cause~ of Shipwrecks. Shrimps. Sper
n;.acet1 . Sprats. Sponge. Sword Fish . 
'1 ides- '.;':'ortoise. Turbot. Waterspouts. 
·whale Fishery. vVhirlpools, &c. &c-

In Progress-
THE NATURAL HIS-
TORY of QUADRUPEDS. 
With superior eng-ravings, 
after the drawings of Mr. 
THos. LAND SEER . In 2 vols. 

THE NATURAL HIS-
TORY OF BIRDS. In l vol. 

THE COSTUMES, l\1AN -
NERS, and CUSTOMS of 
the DIFFERENT I HA
BITANTS of the 'WORLD. 
In 1 vol. 

THE CONSERVATORY. 
By the Auth<>r of" The Gar
den." And 

FRA 'CIS LEVER; or, the 
Young l\lechanicia,u. A 
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Familiar Description 
l\Iechanical Powers. 
concluding Volume. 

of the 
The 

IO. SKETCHES from the 
VOLUl\IE of CREATION, 
as displayed in The Seasons 
of the Year; an original 
WorkforYouth. BytheRev. 
BOURNE HALL .DRAPER, 
Author of "Scripture Stories 
from the Old and New Tes
taments." Illustrated with 5 
steel engravings, and 2 su
perior wood engravings. Price 
5s. half bound, 12mo. 
The Author of this V.,Jume is fervently 

solicitous to create in the minds of the 
young, at a very early 1~eriod, a glowing 
admiration of the beautiful works of the 
J\fost High. As a superficial perusal of the 
work mu t presen t to the mental eye a series 
of interesting rural landscapes, the writer 
trusts that they will always afford gratifi
cation, and, he hopes, somethnes even a 
fea st, to the youthful imagination.--Preface. 

11. ICONOLOGY; or, Em
blematic Fig-ures Explained, 
in original Essays on Moral 
and Instructive Subjects. By ,v. PrNNOCK,Author of Pin
nock's Catechisms. With 72 
engraving-s from ancient de
sig·ns. Price 8s. plain ; or, 
I Os . 6d. coloured; half bound, 
12mo. 
« ·n1i s is an admirable little Book, for 

the younger reader s more especially, but 
by no m eans ill adapted for the instruction 
and am u sement of children of larger 
growth. Its prominent object is i:o ex• 
plain ant! illu strate the numerous repre
sentative emblems of sciences, passions, 

virtues, vices, &c . which, before the use of 
printing, were ~enerally pourtrayed by 
certain significant sy mlJoi s, and are stiJl 
frequently met with on ancient coins and 
medals, titles of books, &c. Each descrip
tion is accompanied by moral precepts, 
maxims, or anecdotes connected with the 
subject under 1l!ustration, calculated at th e same time to improve the heart and 
inform the mind. 'l'he designs through
out are well exec llted, and the book wilI, 
no doubt, become a great favourite with 
that class of readers for whom it is prin
cipally intencled.''-Christian RemembraH 
cer, J11,11e 1830. 

12. OUTLINES OF IRISH 
HISTORY. With fi superior 
engravings. Price 5s. 6d. half 
hound, l 2mo. 
A perusal of Sir Walter Scott.'s "Tales 

of a C.,.randfather," was the .Author's in 
ducemen t to attempt this little History of the :,;;,1 •r Island, in a shape adapted to 
the capacities of youth; and as nothing 
of the · kinc1 has before appeared, it is 
likely to prove an acceptaiJle offering. 'I'he mass of Irish his tory affords little 
that is entertaining, hut much that is 
revolting; and a careful hand is requir
ed to cull from it impressive or curi
ous stories, fit for the perusal of young 
people. There are bri!(bt spots unquestionably, and there are highly heroic c.ha
rncters worthy of more developement 
than, amid the mjserable feuds in which 
great. talents were wasted, they have yet 
received; and we cannot but admire the 
dexterity and taste with which the Au
thor h as , from such crude materials, 
extracted some very agreeable and inter .. 
est!11g events for the class of readers for 
whom the work was compiled, wnttP.n 
in a style of great neatness, simplicity, 
and ease, in a spirit kindly and generous 
to all parties . 

----------
13. 'iiVINT.BR EVENINGS 
AT COLLEGE: a Descrip
tion of the Manners, Cus
tom , Public Institutions, 
Religion, and Mysteries, &c. 
of the ANCIENT GuEEKS; a 
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short Account of the State of 
l\Iodern Greece; and Reflec
tions on the Revolutions of 
Empires. By the R ev. B. 
T. H. CoLE, Hector of War
bleton, Sussex, formerly 
Scholar of Trin. Coll. and 
late Fellow of Mag-d. Coll. 
Cambridge. W ith a fron 
tispiece. 2 vols. Price 6s. 
half bound, 18mo. 
This ·work, compiled from the most au

thentic sources, contains a valuable selec
tion of very interesting mat.Ler, compressed 
into a succinct form, It opens with an ac
count of the domestic habits ancl peculiar 
customs of th e Greeks of old times; con
rluc ts the re:ider through their household 
economy; leads him tot.heir temples; ex
hibits to his view th eir religious rites; ac
co1npanies him to the Gymnasium and the 
~tadium, where the athl~lre are rreparing 
for those ga1nes, the mastery in which con
ferred the greate l honour; presents lo his 
,·iew the games themselves; t~rows ?ack 
the vei I from the dread mysteries of E leu
sis ; conducts him to the secluded groves 
and caverns, which superstition harl 
deemed sacred ; ancl enables him to de
tect the imposition of oracular pretensions . 

By an easy and natural transition, the 
slate of the Modern Greeks next engages 
the reader's at.ten lion; and, in conclusion, 
the Author enters into a brief investiga 
tion of the causes which ha~e led to the 
revolution of empires. 

"An excellent. lit.tie work, well adapt
ed to conv ey useful instruction to the 
young, in a ,~ery pleasing &nd enticing 
manner. Nor do we confine our measure 
of applause to the character of this book 
as a manual for the young: there are 
many, perhaps, amongst the readers of 
our grave and solemn lucubratio!'s, who 
might turn away from the bewilderin g 
haunts of the theologian and critic, to 
snatch an interlusory reviYal of early_ as
sociations from these mode.it pages, with
out fearing that they should incur the 
censure of condescension.''-Christian Rc
mrmbrancer, 111ay, 1829. 

14. The COUNTY ALBUl\l; 
containing- 400 Hieroglyph ics, 
indicative of the Products, 
Staple Commodities, Manu
factu res, and Objects of In
terest, in England ancl Wales; 
for the Amu ement and In
formation of Fire-side Travel
lers. Price 3s. Gd. cloth, 
18mo. 
The powerful effect upon lhe memory of 

~ieroglyphics, or pictorial representations, 
1s too generally known to need any recom
mendation. , ,vhatever enters by the eye 
makes a m0re lasting impression upon the 
mind than any thing we hear of. The 
application of such a method to give lhe 
young reader a recollection of th e manu
factures, product.ions, &c . of the se \•eral 
counties of his native land, js novel, and 
cannot fail of being useful. 

15. STORIES FROi\1 THE 
SCRIPTURES OF THE 
OLD AND NEW TESTA
MENT, on an improved 
Plan . By the Rev. BouRNE 
HALL DR.APER. \i\Tith 48 
engravings. Third Edition. 
Price 7s. 6d. half bound, 
12mo. 
"The \Vriter has never seen any crip .. 

ture . History precisely on lhe same plan. 
f!e 1s of opinion that reli gi ous instruc
l1on sh ould be given in very early life. 
H e thinks th a t very salutary impressions 
are often m ade even at an early age. 
It h as been his sincere aim to blend 
entertainment with instruction, and to 
bring into prominent view, those simple 
and striking lesson which are most cal. 
culaled to be beneficial lo the youthfu l 
mind, both here and hereafter."-Aul/rnr's 
Preface. 

"The Author of this Volume, in send• 
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ing forth a THIRD EDITION, wishes to ex~ 
press bis grati t11de to God, for reason to 
believe that his labours have not been in 
vain. The Writer, whose life, from a very 
early period, has been spent in the delicious 
lields of Sacred Literature, is pleased with 
the hope that, by tbe Divine blessing,ma11y 
of his youthful readers will be allured by 
his pages to enter into this Eden, c.onse~ 
crated by the footsteps of the best and 
wisest of our race, to inhale its cheering 
fragrance, and to gather those fruits of the 
Tree of Life, which will delight and en
rich the deathless mind, not only through 
the periods of time, but also of eternity." 
-Advertisement lo the Third Editio1i. 

16. SCENES of INDUSTRY, 
displayed in the BEE-HIVE 
and the ANT-HILL; with 
The WONDERS OF THE 
INSECT WORLD. By the 
Author of '' Wars of the 
,Jews," &c. With engravings. 
Second edition. Price 6s. half 
bound, 12mo. 
The History of Bees and Ants affords 

great scope for amusement ancl instruc• 
tion. The Author of this Book has col
lected, from personal observation and 
works of authority, correct information 
concerning their economy, diligence, fore
sight, &c. The second edition has been 
improved by a short and easy introduction 
to Entomology. 

17. BEGINNINGS OF BRI
TISH BIOGRAPHY; being 
the Lives of One Hundred 
Persons eminent in English 
History. By the }{ev. ISAAC 
TAYLOR. Illustrated ,,'ith 
48 engravings. 2 vols. Price 
12s. half bound, 12rno.; or 
1s. 6d. in 1 vol. without plates. 

Biographical history is at once the most 
entertaining and the most useful form in 
which the events of tilnes past can bf! 
given; and we ha\le here a regular &eries 
of English History described in the ad ven
tures of those who were the chief actors 
in its various scenes. 

18, 19, & 20. BEGINNING~ 
OF EUROPEAN BIO
G RAP HY ; or, Sketches of 
the Lives of emineut Persons, 
from the Decline of the Ro
man Empire to the present 
Time. By the Rev. ISAAC 
TAYLOR. In three vols. viz. 

i. The EARLY AGES. Il
lustrated with 24 engravings, 
from appropriate designs. 
Price 6s. half bound, l2mo. 
'l'he Period comprehended in this Vo-

lume is from the Decline of the Roman 
Empire to the Reign of Charlemagne. 

ii. The MIDDLE AGES. Il
lustrated with 24 engravings. 
Price 7s. haif bound, 12mo. 
'!'his second division of lliographical 

Sketches, includes the History of Europe 
during the Middle Ages; or, fro1'!1 the 
H,eviv?.l of Learning under Charlemagne, 
to the J,iventio11 oj' Printing. 

iii. The LATTER AGES. Il
lustrated with 24 engravings . 
Price 7s. 6d. halfbouncl, 12mo. 
The third division of this Epitome in

cludes the History of Ellrupe from Lhe In
vention of Print.ir,g to the Present Times. 

These Three Volumes present to the 
reatler One Hundred Lives of EminenL 
l'ersons, whose histories embrace a series 
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of important events, <luring the ,rrowth of 
:.'\J oclern Europe; and bring into review 
the con du ct of those men who have been 
instrumental in its various changes. 

21. TRUE STORIES FROM 
A rcIENT HISTORY,
chronologicallyarrang-ed,from 
the Creation of the World to 
the Death of Charlemagne. 
By the Author of " Always 
Happy," &c. Sixth Edition, 
considerably enlarged, and il
lustrated with 24 engravings. 
Price 7s. 6d. halfbound,12rno. 

2:3. TRUE STORIES FROM 
MODERN HISTORY,chro
nologically arranged, from the 
Death of Charlemagne to the 
Battle of Waterloo. By the 
Author of '' True Stories 
from Ancient History," &c. 
Fourth Edition, considerably 
enlarged, and illustrated with 
24 new engravings. Price 
';s. 6d. half bound, 12mo. 
These two Volum es afford a compendiou s 

view of Uni versa I History, except.mg the 
J,Jngli sh, to whi ch subjec t a third volume 
has been exclusively devoted . The narraLi ve 
i simple , an d adapted to the capacities of 
the class of readers for whose instruction 
and amusement they were designed. The 
Authoress observes, "it was imperative 
that h er work should be am u sing, or chi l
dren would not r ead it; that it should he 
accurate, or children would not profit by 
it; and she has endeavoured lo meet th is 
necessity, and to produce a series oft:iles 
at 011ce en terta ininJ? an d true ." Each vo
lume has a Chronolol!ical 1ndex, which 
considerably enhances its value as a book 
of reference. 

23 . TRUE ST ORIES FRO llI 
ENGLISHHISTORY,chro
nologically arranged, from 
the earliest Times to the pre
sent Period . By the Author 
of " True Stories from An
cient and Modern History,'' 
&c. Third Edition, wi th 
considerable additions, and 
Tables exhibiting the early 
State of Britain, and the 
Dynasties, Alliances, and De
scend an ts of the Sovereigns, 
from the time of Egbert, 
Founder of the :Monarchy. 
\Vith 36 engravings. Price 
7s. 6d. half bound, l 2mo. 
'.rhese Stories contain not merely a his

tory of public event , but they exhibit the 
peculiar cust01n s and manners, sports and 
pastimes, of the people of England in suc
ces ive periods. lt is a domestic history, 
and glances at political affairs only so 
far as th ey conduce to the Author's 
main design of shewing the progressive 
improvement of the nation from the bar
barism of the ea rl y Rritons, through the 
martial oeriods of the axons and Nor
mans, to ~Its present eminence in science, 
arts, and literature 

24. TRUE STORIES FROM 
THE HISTORY OF SCOT
LA JD. Illu. trated with 12 
engravings. Fourth Edition. 
Price 4s. half bound, 12mo. 
The plan of this Work is similar to th a t 

of the preceding; and, while it renders the 
series of Briti:;h History complete, con
tains many interesting anecdotes, not 
u sually found in epitomes of national 
transaction . 
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25. SCENES IN EUROPE 
AND ASIA, for the Amuse
ment and Instruction of lit
tle Tarry-at-home Travellers. 
By the Rev. I SAAC TAYLOR. 
New Edition. Illustrated with 
96 engravings, and two maps. 
Price 8s. half bound, 12mo. 

26. SCENES L 1 AFRICA 
AND AMERICA, for the 
Amusement and Instruction 
of litt.le Tarry-at-home Tra
vellers. By the Rev. ISAAC 
T AY LOR. ew Edition. Il
lustrated with 96 engravings, 
and two maps. Price 8s. 
half bound, l 2mo. 

27.SCENES IN ENGLAND, 
for the Amusement and In
struction of little Tarry-at
home Travellers. By the 
Rev. ISAAC TAYLOR,Author 
of ' 4 Scenes in Europe,') &c. 
'Third Edition; with 84 en
gravings. Price 5s. half 
bound, 12mo. 
'l'he plan of the two preceding works 

is here pursued with respect to our na
tive country. 

28. SCENES OF BRITISH 
WEALTH, in its Produce, 
l\fanufactures, and Com
merce, for little Tarry-at
H ome Travellers o( every 

Countrv. 
TAYLO,ll. 
with 12 
Price 7s. 
12mo. 

By the Rev. I SAAC 
New Edition, 

new engravings. 
6d. half bound, 

A knowledge of the productions of one's 
own country, whether they be natural or 
artificial, is so requisite, that he can l.lt
said to have learned but Ii ttle who h as 
neglected thi s branch of informalien. 
But it is in the power of very few, espe• 
cially of the junior classes, to make a 
tour of Great Britain, in order to take an 
actual survey of its various products and 
manufactures; and therefore books, simi ~ 
lar to this, come in very opportunely to 
their aid. 

29. 'fhe ABBE GAULTIER's 
COl\IPLETE COURSE OF 
GEOGRAPHY, by means of 
Instructive Games; contain
ing the Game of Simple 
Geography, for teaching the 
Names and Situations of 
the different Countries and 
Places of the Earth; a concise 
'l'reative on the Artificial 
Sphere; and a Geographical 
Game, illustrative of Ancient 
and Modern Hi tory. Revised 
and improved to the present 
time, by J.O. BuTLER,Esq. 
One volume, folio, with an en
tirely new set of coloured 
maps, including the recent 
Discoveries in the Arctic Re
gions, from Drawings by Mr. 
Aspin,engraved by Mr. Hew
itt. Price ll. ls. half bound ; 
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or ll. lls. 6d. with a box con
taining 348 C~unters. 
Till the publication of the above ,vork, 

the stndy of Geography had been to yo ung 
people a ttended with great labour, a nd 
1>rod uc tive of little benefi t. The memory 
was burdened with technical terms, but 
the judgment wa.i rarely led to mak.e a 
methodica l applicat ion of th em. No 
won der if the pupil retired from the 
lesson unedi fied, if not disgusted. By 
a happy, yet simple arrangement, the 
Abbe Ga ulti er r e ino,·ed one great diffi
culty-tha t of remembering a multitude 
of abstract names unconnected with each 
other or with any circumstance oflocali ty or 
history ; an d by leading his young students 
to analy se each l\fap as it passed under 
their revie"•' , they rapidly acq uired th e 
situati ons of the count:..·ies, islands, seas, 
rivers, mountains, &c . which it con tai ned . 
.. And, still farther to engraft upon th eir 
memories wha t they h ad learned, he pro
posed, by way of an amusing Game, a 
number of questions, which they were to 
answer with o:i.ly the aid of an outline 
map. His me thod proved snccessful; and 
the advantage resulling from it is con
firmed by the experi en ce of many year s, 
duTing which it has been practised in 
1nnst countries in Europe. 

The numerous edition which have bt?en 
publi shed of this work, and the extensh•e 
favour with whic.h it is sti ll receh•ed, as 
well in private families as in sch ools, 
establish its claims to superior utili ty. 

30. FAMILIAR GEOGRA 
PHY; hy the Abbe GAUL 
TIER, introductorytotbe.Au
thor's Complete Course of Geo
grapb y by means of Instruc
tive Games. With coloured 
Maps. Fourth Edit. Price 3s. 
in coloured cloth, square l Gmo. 
That portion of the Inger Work which 

it is recommended the Pupil should com
mi t to tnemory, having been considered by 
several Parents and 'l"uLors as unwiclUy, 
from its be.ing printed in the folio size, a 

smaller book has been prepared by the 
Edi tor of the latest impress ions to meet 
tbj s only objection to the excellent and 
approved work of the Abbe Gaultier. 

31. ANCIENT 
PHY. By the 

GEOGRA
Abl.Je LEN -

GLET nu FRESNOY . A New 
Edition, improved, with a 
coloured map of the World as 
known to the Ancients, Price 
2s. 6d. bound in cloth, square 
16mo. 

32. BUTLER'S OUTLI NE 
l\1APS, and KEY; or, Geo
graphical and Biographical 
Exerci~es : designed for the 
Use of Young Per ons. By 
the late WILLIAM BUTLER. 

The Eighteenth Edition, im
proved by his Son, J. 0. Bu T

L ER. ,vith an entirelynewset 
of Maps. Price 4s. coloured. 
The numerous editions wh ich thi s w· or l< 

has go!.1e thTough1 are s ufficient tokens of 
its high rank in the public estimation. lt 
form s an easy and familiar method ofgi dng 
the fi rs t elements of geography, " which, 
without fatiguing the attention by a proof 
ca ta logue of hard names iu the letter -press 
or maps crowded with a m ul tiplicity of 
unimportant places, may init iat,e th e pu. 
pi! in the first principles of this pleasing 
science. By maps of this kin d , which h a,·e 
the outlines carefully coloured, tl ,e young 
scho!ar is enabled to disti nguish, a t a 
glance, the whole extent of coun tries and 
provinces, with their boundaries, figures, 
ancl rel::ltive situations,·' intToGucing in the 
K ey a la rge fund ofbiot,rraph ical,hi stori cal, 
and general information. ·uch were the 
Author's \liews; and the extensive favour 
with which his effor t has been received, 
demonstrates that his labour was not in 
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vain, The very lo,v price of the work 

puts it within the reach of every one who 

has the least desire of improving- himself, 

or his dependents, in the knowledge of the 

most useful, bec~use the most frequently 

in demand, of aJl science~. 

33. HOW TO BE HAPPY; 
or, Fairy Gifts : to which is 

added, a SELECTION OF 

MORAL ALLEGORIES, 
from the best English vVri

tP.rs. Second Edition, with 

eight superior engravings. 

Price 5s. 6d. half bound, 12mo. 

The favourable reception given to this 

JiUle Work, has induced the Publisher, in 

!-.ending forth a ~econd Edition, to enlarge 

the plan, by adding a selection of Allego

ries, written by the most approved authors 

of our own conntry, of which the moral 

tendency is, to raise the juvenile mind to 

a just appreciation of virtue and vice, and 

teach it the most important of all lessons, 

"How to be happy." 

34. The LITTLE GRAMMA

RIAN ; or, An Easy Guide 

to the Parts of Speech, and 

a Series of instructive and 

familiar Illustrations of the 

leading Rules of Syntax In 
amusing Tales. By the Rev. 

W. FLETCHER. Second Edi

tion. Illustrated with 12 

engravings . Price 3s. half 

bound, 18mo. 
"This Work is intended to diminish the 

toil of young beginners in learning gram

mar, by giving eas~ and amusing illustra

tions of the several parls of speech, on the 

Abb<! Gaul tier's plan. 'l'he pa rts of speeGh, 

and their rules, ar e first defined in a clear 

and simple manner; and after eaGh defi

nition a pleasant little t ale follows, con-

taining as many words as possible of that 

part of speech which it is intended toil

lustrnle: these words are printed in ltnlics, 

so that the child may easily recoA"nize 

them; and, by th ei r frequent repetition, 

impress them, ancl-the rul e by which they 

are regula ted, upon his memory. 'J.., h1! 

principal elementary rules of syntax are 

simplified antl elucidated in like manner, 

and accompanied by exercises in concord 

and government. 'l'he work ls altogether 

cleverly executed, and well ca!culated to 

facilitate the first attainment of gram

matic rudim ents, by innocently beguiling 

ou1· liLLle friends into a knowledge of mat

ters too nninte7esting to please in their 

crude and undigested form."-Litcra>y Ga

zette. 

35. ENGLISH HISTORY 

MADE EASY, on a Popu

lar Pl,m, with the addition of 

Six Hundred Questions, re

lating to the principal events 

in the History of England, 

upon the improved method of 

the Abbe Gaultier. Ily J. 
AsPIN, Second Edition, 

with engravings. Price 3s. 

half bound, 18mo. 

3G . THE PICTURESQUE 

PRI.MER; or, Useful Matter 

made pleasing Pastime. Illus

trated with 120 cuts, colour

ed. Price 4s. 6d. half bound, 

12mo. 

37. FATHER ALFRED' 

ELEMENTS of KNOW

LEDGE. By the Rev. W. 

FLETCHER, Author of" L es-
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sons of w·isdom." 
frontispiece. Price 
bound, l 8mo. 

With a 
3s. half 

The discourses of " Father Alfred'' 
lead his pupil, by pleasing conversa
tion, thTough the rudiments of Theology, 
Astronomy, Geo![l"aphy, and Natural His
tory. 'l'be study of philosophy is here ren
dered an interesting amusement. The 
,vork is interspersed with original poetry, 
and selections, in prose and ,·erse, from 
approved writers. 

38 . STORIES for SHORT 
STUDEN TS ; or, Light 
Lore for Little People. By 
the Rev. E . l\1ANGIN. With 
12 engravings. Price 5s. half 
bound, 12mo. 

39. MAMMA'S LESSONS 
for her little Boys and Girls. 
By the Author of " The 
Transformation of a Beech 
Tree." "With 16plates. Third 
Edition. Price 3s. 6d. bound 
in cloth, plain ; or 4s . 6d. half 
bound, coloured; squarel6mo. 
" The following pages contain a va-

riety of easy, but it is hoped, impro,·ing 
Je:,sons for children, from four to seven 
yea·rs of age. They, for the most part, con
sis t of plain words of one syllable only; 
!Jut th e Writer ha never hesitated to em
vloy longer words, ·when the familiar fonn 
of expression could not be preserved with 
out them; for she bas found, by long expe
rience in her own family, that a ch ild's 
progress in learning to reaU, is not so muc.h 
retarded. by words compounded of two or 
more syllab les as by such as are not in com
mon use among children, and require, 
therefore, some explanation ; an explana
tion often equally tedious to the young 
pupil and clitficult to the teacher.' -iltt· 
tl,or's Preface. 

40. CHIT CHAT ; or, 
Short Tales in Short Words. 
By A l\1oTHER, Author of 
"' Always Happy." Second 
edition, enlarged. With 16 
engravings. Price 3s. 6d. 
bound in cloth, square 16mo. 

Our life is Jike a summer's day, 
It seems so quickly past; 

Youth is the morning, bright and gay, 
And if 'tis spent in wisdom's way, 
We meet old age without dismay, 

And death is sweet at last. 

41. EASY LESSONS ; or, 
L eading-Strings to know
ledge. In three Parts. The 
First and Third Parts by A 
LADY, for her own Children; 
the Second Part arranged 
by the late l\lrs. TRillillIER. 
With 16 engraving . Price 
3s. 6d. bound in cloth, square 
16mo. 

42. TRUELOVE'S TALES ; 
a Cup of Sweets that can 
never Cloy, with 20 engrav
ings. Price 3s. 6d. bound in 
cloth, sq. 16mo. 

43. INFA 1"TI E KNOW
LEDGE: a Spelling Book, 
on a Popular Plan. By the 
Author of "The Child's 
Grammar." With 144 neat 
engravings. Third Edition. 
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Price ~s. bound in cloth ; or 
3s. Gd. coloured, half bound, 
square l6mo. 
'l.'his Publication differ.; fro1n its prede. 

cessors, in presenting to the learner a 
more copious st? lec tion of sm al l words, and 
suitable reacti ng exercises. The la tter part 
contains a no\•el explanation of the Use of 

lumerals-The Divi sion of Time-The 
.English Coins-TI1e Multiplication Tahle 
in Rhyme-Historical Sketches ,,f the 
Kings of England, in Rhyme -:Select 
Poe try - The Church Catechism, &c.; 
principally intended for private inscruc. 
tion and sup~rior schools, or as a more 
attractive and elegant substitute for th e 
Spelling Books generally in u se. 

44. THE STUDENTS; or, 
Biography of the Grecian Phi
losophers. By the Author of 
" Wars of the Jews," &c. 
'i\'ith plates; the Heads from 
the Antique. Price 6s. half 
bound, l 2mo. 
A good epitome of the Lives of the Gre• 

cian Sages , Had the work no oth er merit, 
tbe Plates, copied from antiq ue busts, 
would ensure it success; but lhe b1ogra• 
phical anecdotes are of first-rate import
ance to be known by all who w ould ri se 
above mediocrity in intellectual in1prove • 
1nent. 

45. 'fhe CHILD'S GRAM
MAR. By the late Lady 
FENN, under the assumed 
name of l\lrs. Lovechild. 
Thirty-sixth Edition. Price 
9d.sewed, or ls. bound, 18mo. 
'l'be extensive circulation, to the amount 

of upwards of 200,000 copies, since Lhe fi r st 
appearance of this little book, is a flauerin g 
proof of its excellence. 

46. TheMOTHER'S GRAM-
1\1AR : a Sequel to " The 
Child's Grammar." By the 
same Author. Nineteenth 
Edition. Price ls. sewed, 
or ls. 3d. bound, 18mo. 
'Ille First of these little Treatises is in

tended Lo be th e youn!{ pupil's manual; 
and the greater part of it is to be com
mitted to memory: the Second is designed 
to remain some time in the possession of 
the teach er, for her own occasional use: 
the whole, to assis t l adies in teaching the 
rudiments of Grammar, not only to the 
fem a le part of their fam il y, but their little 
sons, against they go to sc hool. 

47. PARSING LESSONS for 
CHILDREN, resolved into 
their Elements ; for the A -
sistance of Parents and Teach
ers ; and adapted to the 
Child's and Mother's Gram
mars. By the same Author. 
Eighth Edition, carefully re
vised. Price ls. 3d. sewed, 
l8mo. 

48. A SHORT INTRODUC
TION TO GEOGRAPHY, 
containing a Description of 
the several parts of the known 
World, their Situation and 
Chief Towns; for the Use 
of Sx:hools. Twenty-fourth 
Edition, carefully revised and 
corrected, by J. Asrrn, Esq. 
Price 9d. sewed, or ls. bound. 
This little Work is des igned to be purely 

elementary; it h as therefore been com-
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posed on the simple principle of offering nothing to the youthful mind which it cannot comprehend. The chief object kept in view bas been to prepare young persons for the hi!fher and more systematic treatises on Geography, and lo present a l~ey by which the more weaEhy treas ures of that science may be opened. It was originally compiled by Mr. Newcombe, of Hackney, for the use of his seminary, and has been adopted by his s uccessors. As a farther recommendation , it may be stated that the sale has been upwards of 50,000 since its first publication. 

49. WARS OF THE JEWS, 
as related by JosEPHus; 
adapted to the capacities of 
Young Persom, and illus
trated with 24 new engraving . 
Fourth Edition. Enlarged 
and improved by the Author. 
Price 6s. half bound, 12mo. 
This ·work fully answers the professions of its title-page: th e elaborate details of Josephus are compre sed, in an interesLJng manner, in to th e compass ofa duodecimo volume; and those who read for instn1c• tlon, as well as for amusement, will not find their tim e mispent in the perusa l. Anecdotes of the principal ch aracter engaged in this hi stori ca l tragedy, and topographical notices of the places where the scenes lay, with occasiona l references to the natural produ cts of th';;! laller, are interposed in agreeable var1ety, to beguile the tedhun of warlike details, and re!ic,•e the mind frorn the too frequent contem -11lation of scenes of \'iolenct: a.nJ. slaughter. 

50. 1-' ARLOUR COM ME 1-
T ARIES on the CONSTI
TUTION and LA vVS of 
E 1GLAND : a familiar Ex
planation of the Nature of 
Government, and the Nece -
. ity of Legal Authority; 

with some Account of the 
Proceedings in Parliament 
and Courts of Justice. With 
engravings of the Houses of 
Lords and Commons-T heOld 
Bailey Court-The First Par
liament assembled in vVest
minster Hall, in the reign 
of Henry III. &c. By 
JEFFERYS TAYLOR, Author 
of " The Forest," &c. Price 
5s. half bound, l 2mo . 

. ''A gentleman returning home, one evenmg, and entering the room in whlch his family were assembled, fount! the young folks playing at what they termed" Judge a~d. Jury." '£he mode of proceeding exh1b1ted but a faint resembl:rnce to that adopted in more serious affai rs; yet, as th e subject was an important one, be thought scme information relating to the Cons ti tu tion and La vn of England, suggested by the evening's entertainment, would be appropriate, if it. co uld be conveyed intelligibly to his children." 

51. The RIVAL CRUSOES; 
or, The Shipwreck on a De
sert Island. A Tale. Also, 
A VoY.AGE to NORWAY; and 
THE FISHERllIAN's CoT
TAGE, founded on Facts. Il
lu trated with eight engrav
ing . Third Edition. Price 
4s. 6d. half bound, 12mo. 

52. The ADVENTURES of 
DO ULLOA, in a Voyage 
to Calicut, oon after the Dis
covery of India, by Vasco de 
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Gama. ,1/ith 24 engravings. 
Price 7s, half bou.nd, 12mo. 
The inciden Ls of this Voyage are of a 

very romantic kind, but neither impossible, 
nor of a cast to outrage common sense. 

VheLher r eal, or adopted only as a me
ium by which to introduce the r eader to 
he more importan t object of the work, 
hey cannot fail to excite a lively in terest . 
'hat the peculiar manners ot th e various 
ibes visited by the A uthor ar e faithfully 

epicted, we h ave the testimony of subse
uenL travellers; and a lthough he treats 
f times long since passed away, his narra
,•e affbrds m uch usefu l information, con
eyed in a very powerful 'I'ale. 

3. The LADDER TO 
LEARNING: a Collection of 
Fables, Original and Select, 
arranged progre~si vely in 
words of One, Two, and Three 
Syllables. Edited and im-

/ 

proved by the late Mrs. 
TRIMMER. With 78 cuts. 
Fifteenth Edition. Price 

I 
3s. 6d. plain, bonnd in cloth; 
or 5s. ~d. coloured, half 
bound, square 16mo. 
'l'his is a very excellent Book for the 

nursery, as it leads the young beginner, by 
n1eans of entertaining fab les, through the 
etymological gradations of o:ie, two, and 
three sy llables, without wearying his a t
tention, or producing disgu st by the tire
some task of spelling words destitute of 
connect.ion wi th each other, and therefore 
to h im devoid of interest. 'l'he labour of 
compi ling a work upon s uch a plan can not 
be rearuly conceived; and the Authoress, 
whose exertions on behalf of th e rising 
gener ation have gained the approuation of 
the judicious, bas endeavoured, in the 
present work, to win the honour of th eir 
continued esteem. 

54. ALFRED CAMPBELL; 

or, The Young Pilgrim. Con
taining Travels in Egypt and 
the H.olyLand. By Mrs. Ho:i:·
LAND. Second Edition, il
lustrated with 24 engravings. 
Price 6s. 6d. halfuound, 12mo. 
The V{riter of these Travels has "en-

deavoured to presenl., in a form accept.able 
to youth, tJ1e leading fa,:-ts and most inter. 
esting descriptions of the places spoken of, 
as given by approved authors;" and her 
endeavour has not failed to give sa tisfac. 
lion to all w ho have read it. The dry de
ta il s of th e traveller's journa l are suppress
ed, and those adventures only ar e presented 
which can afford entertainn1en t an d en . 
large the sp h ere of knuw ledge. 

55. THE YOUNG PIL
GRIM; or, Alfred Campbell's 
Return to the East, and his 
Travels in Egypt, · ubia, 
A sia Minor, Arabia Petrrea, 
&c. By Illrs. HOFLAND. Il
lustrated with 12 engravings. 
Price 5s. 6d. half bound, 
12mo. 
"The Compiler of Alfred Campbell 's Pil

gri1nage has re<:eived permission of Cap. 
Lain Mangles Lo extract from his excellent 
and uniqu e work, descriptions for this 
Second rrc; ur; in addi tion to which it i::,. 

indebted to the Overland Journey to India 
of Major Campbell, and S. F . Henniker's 
\\fork. A part of th e information con
tained in th is Volume has not yet been 
olfered to the public in a ny other form, 
and will, therefore, it is hoped, be dul y 
estimated by the class of readers to whom 
iL is so kindly conceded by the origina l 
writer, from the most amiableinotives.'1-

Aulhor's Pr~facc. 

56. The YOUNG CADET; 
or, Henry Delamere's Voyage 
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to India, his Travels in Hin
doo, tan, hi s Account 0f the 
Burmese War, and the Won
ders of E lora. By Mrs. Ho F 
LAN n . Illustrated by 12 en
gravings. Second Edition. 
Price 5s. 6d. half bound, 
12mo. 
'l'he subjects selected for this Volume are 

of a most interest1ng nat.Ltre, and treated 
in a style admiral,ly adapted to engage the 
aLtention of Lh e young reader. The inci 
dents of the Burmese \Var, selected from 
the details of Captain Snodgrass, afford a 
ple:ising series of strikin g adventures, of 
which the value is enhanced by their 
being free from fiction; and, at the same 
time, they exhibit the character of the 
Orientals, parth,ularly of the Burmese, in 
vivid but true colours. 'The propensity 
for the ruarvellous, to which the juvenile 
mind is ever inclined, will also be highly 
gratified by the account of the stupendous 
works of ancient art at Elora, abridged 
from the elaborate descriptions of Cap
tain Seely, :1nd judiciously accommo
dated to the capacities of youth . 

57. The SON of a GENI US; 
a Tale. By Mrs. H Oli'LAN D. 
A new Edition, revised and 
considerably enlarged by the 
Author; with a frontispiece. 
Price 3s. half bound, 18mo. 
'l'he Author has given a highly-finished, 

though not extravagan t, portrait of a man 
of talent pursuing his taste without r e
s traint, contrasted with that of his son, 
whose tal en ts, no wise inferior to those of 
his parent, were regulated by the precepts 
of religion and th e rules of right reason. 
The consequences may be readily antici 
pated; Lhe father, after a life of great vi
cissitudes, died in want: but the son, 
ri ing grad ually from a slate of indigence, 
obtained, by industry and prudence, a 
handsome competency for himself, bis wi
dowed mother, and his orphan sister. The 

success of this book m ay in some measure 
be judged of from the fact of its having 
been" translated into every European lan
guage; and in France, Germany, and Hol
la!ld, it has gone Lhrough numerous edi
tions: the wise have condescended to 
praise it; the goad to circulate it.." The 
present edition has been carefully re-writ , 
ten by the .Authoress, and considerably en 
larged; but the story remains unaltered. 

58. WILLIAM TELL ; or, 
The P atriot of Switzerland 
By FL ORIAN; and HO.FER, 
the Tyrolese. By the " Au 
thor of Claudine," &c. 1 ev 
Edition, with four engrav
ings. Price 3s. half bound 
18mo. 

59. The PILGRIM'S PRO. 
GRESS, from this "\¥ orlc 
to that which is to come, by 
JOHN BUNYAN. Au ridged 
for Young Persons, by the 
Rev. Tno~IAS SMITH. Il
lu trated with 28 engravings 
on wood. Two parts, in one 
volume. Price 3s. 6d. half 
bound, l 2mo. 
Here is an abridgmen t of ' a book, which 

by its own intrins1c worth, has forced i ts 
way into the heart of all---tbe old man 
~nd his children find p_leasure in r eading 
1t---t.he wise and the simple warm while 
they speak in its praise. The present edi
tion is parUcularly adapted for the use of 
young persons . 

60. The A Il\'IAL l\IU-
SEUM ; or , Picture Gallery 
of Quadruped . By the Au
thor of " Conver ations on 
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Astronomy." With engrav
ings of nearly 100 Animals, 
of various kinds, tame and 
wild . Price 8s.half hd. 12mo. 
This , vork i s illustrated by very 
eautiful and correct engravings of the 
fferent animals, many of them drawn 
om life; and accompanied with anec
tes from Buffon, Pennant, and others, 
scriptive of their various habits and 

pers. 

. The JUVE NILE RAM
LER ; in a Series of easy 
eading Lessons. Second 
dition . With 12 engrav-

·ngs. Price 3s. 6d. plain ; 
or4s. 6d. coloured; half bound, 
12mo. 

--" Where'er we roam, 
ur first, best country, ever is at home." 

Montgomer,1J, 
This litlle Book takes the young reader 

ver most countries of the worl d, point• 
g out the most striking peculiarities 

f each, whether with respec t to climate, 
roduction s, or the 1nanners of the inha
itants. It will be perused with great in
erest, and equal ad vantage, by the ju ve
ile class for which it is intended. 

?2· A VISIT TO GROVE 
COTTAGE; and, THE IN
DIA CAlHNET OPENED. 

New Edition. Price 3s. half 
bound, 18mo. 
This little ,vork exhibits a very pleasing 

combination of amusement and instru c 
tion, particularly calculated for young 
ladies. '£0 give a concise description of 
it would be difficult, as it embraces so 
great a variety of information. Tbe fol
lowing subjects strike tbe eye on a cursory 
examination of the book. The Cornet
The R azor-fi sh-The Ship ,vorm-The 
Microscope - Mineralogy - A stronomy -
Anecdotes of Ferguson, &c, 

6:l . CLAUDINE ; or, Humi
li ty the Basis of all the Vir
tues; a Swiss Tale. By the 
Au.thor of" Always Happy," 
&c. Sixth Edition, illustrat
ed with 12 engravings. Price 
4s. 6d. plain; half bound, 
l:2mo. 
In the highly -fi nished character of Clau

dine, we have an amiable personification 
of Chri stian humility and practical virtue. 
The mmd is deeply affected with the con
templation of her fortitude under a heavy 
press ure of woe, admires the seLf .. posses
sion which ahe evinc.es in moments of the 
most trying exigency, and rejoices in her 
deliverance. Under the influence of truly 
Christian principles, a very young daugh 
ter becomes a blessing to her farnlly in the 
time of its p1·osperi ly; and its support and 
stay in the day s of adversity. Instead 
of repining at what are usually, though 
erroneously, termed "c..ros!> providences," 
we see her submitting patiently to her lot, 
and rising in the scale of excellence, in 
proportion as the pressure i s increased: 
and hard indeed rnust be the heart which 
receives not a sym pathetic impulse to emu
I ate her example ! 'fhe scene is laid in 
~ wjtzerland, the romantic and sublime 
beauties of which are pleasingly described; 
and the simple manners and peculiar cus
toms of the people are faithfully depicte,l 
from actual observa tion. 

64. The LITERARY BOX, 
containing the Contributions 
of the Evelyn Family; con
sisting of Instructive and 
Amusing Tales, in Prose and 
Verse. "\Vi th 1 2 engravings. 
Price 3s. Gd. plain; or 4s. tid. 
coloured, half bound, 12mo. 
The evening a1nusements and interest

ing conversations, which are here pre
sented to the reader, cannotfail ofexciLins 
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tbat pleasure, which the smiling faces of 
Lady Evelyn's young people so constantly 
evinced. 'I'be History of Stubborn Little 
.Tane, tbe Fable of the Mouse, the Little 
Dandy, Tommy and Harry, the Visit to 
the ·wild Beasts, and other Tales and 
Anecdotes, present so great a variety, tha t 
all tastes must be gratified; as every one 
must tind delight in reading them. 

6,i. The BEAUTIES of HIS
TORY; or, Pictures of Vir
tue and Vice, drawn from 
examples of lVlen eminent for 
their Virtues, or infamous 
for their Vices. Selected for 
the instruction and entertain
ment of Youth, by the late 
Dr. Donn. Eighth Edition, 
with eight beautiful engrav
ings on wood. Price 4s. (id. 
half bound, 12mo. 

G6. TOM TRIP'S NATU
RAL HISTORY of BIRDS 
and BEASTS; in a Collec
tion of 84 engravings, with 
short Descriptions to each, 
for Young Children. Price 
5s. 6d. plain; or 8s. coloured, 
half bound, l 2mo. 

f,7. The TWIN SISTERS; 
or, The Advantages of Reli
gion. By Mi s SANDHAM, 
Eighteenth Edition. With 
plates. Price 3s. half bound, 
18mo. 

68. MARMADUKE l\1UL~ 
TIPLY'S MERRY ME. 
THOD OF MAKING 
MINOR MATHEI\IATI
CIANS; or, The l\lultiplicG
tion Table in Rhyme. With 
69 engravings. To be h~d 
either in Four Parts, ls. eac\ 
coloured ; or half bound t1 -
gether, 4s. 6d. coloured. 

69. The LOOKING-GLASS 
for the MIND; or, a SelEc
tion of l\1 o.ral Tales, chie:fly 
from the " CHILDREN'S 
FRIEND ." Eighteenth Edi
tion, with 74 wood cuts, de
signP.d and engraved by Bew
ick. Price 3s. 6d. bound. 

70. The CHAPTER OF 
KINGS, a Poem, exhibiting 
the most important Events in 
t.he English Hi tory, and cal
culated to impre. s upon the 
l\lemory the Order of Succe -
sion of the Engli ·h Monarch . 
By Mr. COLLINS. With 38 
engravings, in which the Cos
tume of each Reign is strictly 
attended to. Price 3s. plain; 
or 4s. colotu·ed; half bound, 
square. 

71. I STRUCTIVE RAM
BLES in LONDON and the 
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adjacent Villages. BY ELI
ZA.BET II HEL,1,lE, Eighth 
Edition with a frontispiece. 
Price 4s . 6d. bound, ] 2mo. 
Let us consider that youth is of no long 

1luration, antl th at in maturer age, when 
lhe enchantments of fancy shall cease, and 
phantom s of de)jght no more dance about 
1s, we sha!l have no cmnfort but the 
estee1n of wise n1en, and th e means of 
doing goou.-See the r11orlc. 

7'L The HISTORY of E G
LAND, related in conver
sations, by a Father to his 
Children; interspersed with 
moral and instructive re
marks. By ELIZABETH 
HELME. The Seventh Edi
tion, 12mo. bound. Price 5s. 

73. An INTRODUCTION 
to BOTANY, in a Series of 
familiar le tters, with illus
trative Engravings. By PRis
CIL LA w AKEFIELD, Author 
of " Mental Improvement." 
The Tenth Edition enlarged 
and improved. Price4s. with 
the plates plain; or, 8s. co
loured; boards, l 2mo. 

74. GOLDSMITH'S HIS
TORY of ENGLAND. Re
,-ised, and continued to the 
year 182G, with Questions at 
the end. of each chapter, 
hy JOHN DY MOCK. Price 
4s. bound, 12mo. 

75. CROXALL'S JESOP; or, 
Fables of lEsop and Other . 
Translated into English, with 
Instructive Applications, aud 
a Print uefore each Fable. 
By SAMUEL CROXALL, late 
Archdeacon of Hereford. 
Twenty-second Edition, care
fullv revised. Price 3s. 6d. 
bound, 12mo. 

76. PERRIN'S SPELLING: 
a New and Easy Method of 
Learning the Spelling- and 
Pronunciation of the French 
Language. In Two Pa.rts. 
Twentv-first Edition. Re
vised and corrected by C. 
G1ws. Price 2s . bound, 12mo. 

77. PERRIN'S FRENCH 
FABLES. Twenty-first Edi
tion. Price Zs. 6d. bound, 
12mo. 

78 BEAUTIES of STURM'S 
REFLECTIONS, in Lessons 
on the w· orks of God and 
His Providence, rendered fa
miliar to the Capacities of 
Youth. ByELIZAANDREws, 
Author of ".Manuscripts of 
Vertudeo," &c. Eighth Edi. 
tion. Price 3s. 6cl. bound, 
12roo. 
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79. STAUNTON'S CHRO
NOLOGICAL ATLAS ; or, 
Outline of Universal History: 
designerl to facilitate that Stu
dy by a Comparison of con
te~porary Occurrences, divid
ed into Periods, in the follow
ing- order: - 1. A (!eneral 
View of the Revolutions of 
the several States and Em
pires.-2. Outline of t~e Sub
version of the Bauylomsh l\lo
narchy, by Cyrus.-3. and 4. 
From the .lEra of Cyrus to that 
of Charlemagne.-5. and 6. 
From Charlemagne to the Year 
1818. Engraved on six large 
copper plates, and colour~d. 
Price ll. Is. half bound, W1th 
an explanatory Pamphlet. 

80. JONES'S PRONOUNC
ING DICTIONARY. Price 
3s. 6d. bouncl, 18mo. 

8 1. GEOGRAPHY FOR 
CHILDREN ; or, a Short 
and Easy Method of Teach
ing and Learning Geography. 
D esigned principally for the 
Use of Schools. Thirty- econd 
Edition. Price 2s . bound, 
12mo. 

Schools. By Dr. BROWNE. 
Sixth Edition . Price 8s. 
bound, royal 18mo. 

83. A DICTIONARY of 
NATURAL HISTORY; or, 
A Complete Summary of Zoo
logy ; containing a full yet 
succinct Description of all the 
animated Beings in Nature. 
A Pocket Volume, with plates. 
Price 5s. half bound. 

84. A NEW BIOGRAPHI
CAL DICTIONARY, con
t aining a Brief Account of the 
Lives and ·writings of the 
most Eminent Persons and 
Remarkaule Character:;, in 
every age and nation. By 
STEPHEN JONES. Seventh 
Edition. Price 6s. in board , 
18mo. 

85 . A NEW DICTIONARY, 
in French and English, and 
English and French ; com
bining the Dictionaries of 
Bo YER and DELA 'l'ANVILLE ; 
with .Additions and Improve
ments, by D. BOILEAU and 
A . PrcQuoT . Second Edi
tion. Price 14s. bound, 8vo . 

Three hi/ling s, halj"-bounti, cn cli having 82. A CLASS I CAL D] C- a Fronti,piecc, or Plate,. 
TIONARY, for the Use of 1. The ON of a GENIU , 



AMUSING PUBLICATIONS. 

By Mrs. HOFLAND, New 
Edition, enlarged and re
vised, 18mo. 

2 . The TWIN SISTERS ; 
or, the Advantages of Reli
gion. By l\Iiss SANDHAM . 
Eighteenth Edition . 18mo. 

3 . A VISIT TO GROVE 
COTTAGE; and, TheINDTA 
CABINET OPENED . 18mo. 

4. FRUITS of ENTER
PRIZE, exhibited in the 
Travels of Belzoni. Sixth 
Edition, 18mo . 

5. INFANTINE KNOW
LEDGE . By the Author of 
"The Child's Grammar." 
Third Edition . With 144 
wood-cuts, square cloth, price 
3s. plain ; ( or 3s. 6d. half-bd. 
coloured.) 

6. FAMILIAR GEOGRA
PHY. By the Abbe GAUL
TIER, Introductory to a 
Complete Course of Geogra
phy Ly means of Instructive 
Games. With coloured Maps. 
Fourth Edition. Square, l 6mo. 

7. FATHER ALFRED'S 
ELEMENTS of KNO'W
LEDGE. By the Rev. W. 
FLETCHER, 18mo. 

8. The LITTLE GRAM-

MARIAN ; in a f-eries of In -
structive Tales. By the Rev. 
W . FLETCHER. Second 
Edition, with l:l engravings, 
l8mo. 

D. w·ILLIAI\1 TELL and 
HOFER the TYROLESE. 
New Edition, with four en
graving·s, 18mo. 

10. ENGLISH HISTORY 
l\lADE EASY, on a Popu
lar Plan . Second Edition, 
" ·ith engravings, 18mo. 

11. ADVENTURES of CON
GO, IN SEARCH OF HIS 
MASTER. 18mo. Fourth 
Edition. 

12. TheCHAPTERof KINGS. 
By Mr. COLLINS. With 38 
engravings . ( 4s. coloured.) 

13. MORAL TALES. By A 
FATHER. With 2 engravings. 

14. COUNSELS at HOl\'IE; 
with Anecdotes, Tales, &c. 
2 engravings. 

Eighteen-pence, boards; or 2,,. fn roan. 

1. MILLS'S ENGLAND, 2 
vols. 96 engravings . 

2. --- ROME, 48 ditto. 

3. - - - BIOGRAPHY, 
48 engraving . 

4. -- PORTRAITS of 
the KINGS, 48 ditto. 



HARRis's INSTRUCTIVE AND 

Two Sliillings, neatly half bound, 
With Fro11tis11ieces. 

1. The CHILD'S DUTY. By 
A MOTHER. 

2. IDLE HOURS EM
PLOYED; a Collection of 
Tales. New Edition. 

3. l\IORE TALES for IDLE 
HOURS. Jew Edition. 

4. TheHISTORYof PRINCE 
LEE BOO. Eighteenth 
Edition. 

5. The TALES OF MO
THER BUNCH, as origi
nally related. Containing 
Jack and the Bean Stalk, 
Prince Lupin, Little George, 
and others. 

6. The RENOWNED TALES 
OF MOTHER GOOSE; 
containing Little Red Riding 
Hood, Blue Beard, Cin
derella, and others. 

7. POPULAR TALES; con
taining Tom Thumb, Jack 
the Giant Killer, Aladdin, 
and others. 

8. "WELCOME VISITOR, 
or the Good Uncle ; a collec
tion of Original Stories, con~ 
taining several well-authen
ticated Anecdotes, di , playing 
striking traits of Virtue and 

Heroism in Early Life. 
Third Edition. 

9. GRANDl\'IAl\IMA'S 
RHYMES for the NUR
SERY. With 24 superior 
wood cuts. 

10. SPRING FLOWERS 
and MONTHLY MONI
TOR ; or Easy Les ons, adapt
ed to every Season of the Year ; 
with Lessons for Sundays, and 
Hymns. Embellished with 
numerous Engravings, by 
MRS. RITSON. 

11. NINA, an Icelandic Tale, 
18mo. New Edition . 

Ralf•a-Crown, half bound. 

l. ANCIENT GEOGR.A-
PH Y. By the Abbe LEN
GLET DU FRESNOY. A 'ew 
Edition, corrected and im .. 
proved. '\'ith coloured maps, 
&c. in cloth, square 16mo. 

2. ALWAYS HAPPY; or, 
Anecdotes of Felix and hi 
Sister Serena. A Tale, writ 
ten for her Children, by A 
l\loTHER. Eighth Edition. 

3. RIGHT and WRO L 1 G; 
ex.hi bi ted in the Hi tory of 
Rosa and Agnes. By A 
l\foTHER. Fifth Edition. 

4. KEY to KNOWLEDGE; 
or, Things in Common Use 



AMUSING PUBLICATIONS. 

simply and shortly explained. 
By A MOTHER. Eighth 
Edition. 

5. NURSERY MORALS, 
chiefly in Monosyllables. By 
A l\loTHER. With 24 plates. 
Fourth Edition. 

G. ELLEN the TEACHER; 
a Tale for Youth. By Mrs. 
HOFLAND. New Edition. 

7. The HISTORY of an OF
FICER'S vVIDOvVand her 
YOUNG FAMILY. Byl\1rs. 
HOFLAND. New Edition. 

8. COOPER'S HISTORY 
OF ENGLAND, from the 
earliest Period to the present 
Time; on a Plan recom
mended hy the Earl of Ches
terfield. Twenty-first Edition . 

9. The DAUGHTER of a 
GENIUS. A Tale. By Mrs. 
HOFLAND. Fourth Edition. 

lO. ADELA IDE ; or, The 
Massacre of St. Bartholo-• 
mew : a Tale founded on 
important Events during the 
Civil vVars in France. By 
MRS. HOFLAND. Fourth 
Edition, half-bound, 18mo. 

11. THEODORE; or, The 
Crusaders. A Tale. B y Mrs. 
HOFLAND. Fifth Edition. 
With a frontispiece. 

12. ROBINSON CRUSOE. 
A new and improved Edi
tion, with 12 engravings. 

13. The STORY-TELLER; 
a Collection of Original Tales. 
With 24 engravings. Third 
Edition. In cloth, square. 

14. The ESKDALE HERD
BOY. A Scottish Tale. By 
Mrs. BLACKFORD, Author of 
" Arthur Monteith," &c. 
Third Edition. 

15.CONVERSATIONSon the 
LIFE of JESUS CHRIST. 
By A 1\10 T HER. vVith a Fron
tispiece. Second Edition. 

16. CONVERSATIONS on 
ASTRONOMY. With se
veral appropriate engravings. 
Coloured cloth. 

17. EASY RHYMES. By A 
LADY. With a variety of 
elegant engravings. 18mo. 

] 8. CATO ; or, the Interest
ing Adventures of a Dog; in
terspersed with real Anec
dotes. By A LADY, Author 
of " Easy Rhymes," &c. 
Third Edition. 

19.NURSERY FABLES,Ori
ginal and Select. With 19 
cuts. Coloured cloth, 



HARRrs's INSTRUCTIVE AND 

20. The LITTLE READER. 
\Vith 20 wood cuts, plain; (or 
3s. 6d. coloured .) Square. 

21. EARLY RECOLLEC
TIONS; or, Scenes from 
Iature. 18mo. 

22. LESSONS of WISDOM 
for the Young ; or, Spring 
Mornings and Evenings. 
.. With 12 plates. By the 
Rev. W . FLETCHER. Se
cond Edition. 

23. The PHILOSOPHER'S 
STONE; a Tale. By the 
Author of" Don Ulloa's Tra
vels." 

24. The SMUGGLER'S SON; 
a Tale. By the Author of 
"Don Ulloa's Travels." 

25. NEWBER Y'S HISTO
RY OF THE BIBLE. 

26. RIDDLES, CHARA DES, 
and CONUNDRU.MS; the 
greater part of which have 
never before been published. 
Second Edition. 

27. CHOSROES and HE
RACLIUS; a Tale, from the 
Roman History. By .Miss 
SANDHAM. With six plates. 

Eighteen-pen11y, 12nw. half-bound. Each 
i llust rnted with fou.r beautiful Copper

P lates. 

1. The VILLAGE SCHOOL; 

a Collection of Entertaining 
Histories, for the Instruction 
and Amusement of all Good 
Children. 

3. The PERAMBULATIONS 
of a MOUSE. 

4. The HOLIDAY PRE
SENT. 

5. The HISTORY of PRIM
ROSE PRETTYFACE. 

6. MRS. NORTON'S STO
RY BOOK. 
These l ittl e Books, whi ch h ave long been 

favou rites in the Tursery, h ad, through 
lapse of time, become s01new ha t anli 
quated i n th eir sty le of em bellish ment; 
but as th eir intrinsic value remains 
un i mp_aired, th ey are now hroug h t for 
ward 10 a manner more consistent wlth 
modern taste, and wi ll, like " old jewels 
new ly set," be found to h c1 ve lost none of 
their origi na l svlendou r by the ch ange. 
'rhey all convey sound m oral sentimen Ls, 
couched in entertaining language, and en
fo rced by p leasing examples. 

7. TLeTRANSFORMATION 
ofa BEECH TREE; or, the 
History of a Black Chair. 
Second Edition. 

8. The BIOGRAPHY of a 
BROWN LOAF. By the 
R ev . I SAAC TAYLOR. , v ith 
5 wood cuts and a beautiful 
fronti spiece. 

9. BUNYAN'S PILGRIM'S 
PROGRESS from thi s World 
to that whi ch is to come. B y 
the Rev. T. S11:nTH. P art I. 



AMUSING PUBLICATIONS, 

Illustrated with 14 wood 
engravings. 

10. DITTO . Part II. With 
14 wood engravings. 

Bighteen-pennv, 12mo. Bo11,nd in sli.Jf 
Covers, with Coloured Plates. 

1. MOTHER HUBBARD & 
her DOG. 

2. DA.ME TROT and her Cat. 
3. COCK-ROBIN; a very 

pretty Painted Toy, for little 
Girl or little Boy. 

4. "'\iVALKS v\TITH MAl\1-
.M:A ; or, Stories in Words of 
One Syllable. 

5- The HISTORY of the 
HOUSEthat JACK BUILT. 

6. The HISTORY of the AP
PLE PIE. Written by Z. 
An Alphabet for little Masters 
and Misses . 

7. DAME DEARLOVE'S 
DITTIES for the Nursery; 
or, Songs for the Amusement 
of Infants. 

8. PETER PIPER'S PRAC
TICAL PRINCIPLES of 
Plain and Perfect Pronunci
ation. To which is added, 
A Collection of Moral and 
Entertaining Conundrums. 

9. The INFANT's FRIEND; 
or, Easy Reading Lessons. 

10. The SNOW-DROP; or, 
Poetic Trifles for Little Folks. 

11.TheHOBBY-HORSE; or, 
The I-I igh Road to Learning : 
a Revival of that favourite 
Alphabet, "A was an Archer, 
who shot at a Frog." 

12. The CRIES of LONDON; 
or, Sketches of various Cha
racters in the Metropolis. 

13. The COURTSHIP, l\IAR
RIAGE, and PICNIC DIN
NER of COCK ROBIN and 
JENNY WREN. 

14. The ALPHABET of 
GOODY TWO-SHOES ; 
" by learning which, she soon 
got rich.'' 

15. The HISTORY of SIX-
TEEN WONDERFUL 
OLD WOMEN. 

16. Sir HARRY HERALD'S 
Graphical Representation of 
theDIGNITARIESof ENG
LAND : shewing the Cos
tumes of different Ranks, 
from the King to a Common
er, and the Regalia used at a 
Coronation. 

17. The PATHS of LEARN
ING strewed with Flowers; 
or, English Grnmmar illus
trated. 



HAilRIS'S INSTRUCTIVE A;\'D 

18. TOl\Il\iY TRIP'S lUU
SEUl\l of BEASTS; or, A 
Peep at the Quadruped Race. 
Part I. 

l!). TOl\11\IY TRIP'S l\fU
SE Ui\1 of BEASTS. Part I I. 

20. TOl\11\iY TRIP'S MU
SEUM of BEASTS. Part 
III. 

21. COSTU.MES of DIF
FERENT NATIONS Illus
trated. 

22. vVONDERS ! A Descrip
tion of some of the most re
markable in Art and Nature. 

23. The PEACOCK AT 
HOME; with the BUT
TERFLY'S BALL. 

24. SIMPLE STORIES, in 
\Vords of One Syllable, for 
Little Boys and Girls. By 
the Author of " Stories of 
Old Daniel." 

25. "WHITTINGTON and his 
CAT. 

27. TAKE YOUR CHOICE; 
or, The Alphabet Community. 

28. CINDERELLA; or, TL.e 
Little Glass Slipper. 

2!l. TOl\I TICKLE'S FA
MILY HISTORY, versified 
by Himself. 

30. TOl\I.l\lY TRIP'S l\IU
SEUM of BIRDS; or, A 
Peep at the Feathered Crea
tion, Part I. 

:H. TOJ\Il\lY T RIP'S MU
SEUM of BIRDS, Part II. 

32. The INFANT'S GR.AM
MAR; or, A Picnic Party of 
the Parts of Speech. 

33. The lUONKEY'S FRO
LIC, &c. 

34. The HISTORY of the 
SEVEN CHAI\IPIONS of 

. CH RIST EN DOM. 

35. LITTLE RHYMES for 
LITTLE FOLKS. By the 
Author of " The Infant's 
Friend," "Easy Rhymes," &c. 

:16. PUSS in BOOTS; or, 
The l\Iaster-Cat. 

37. PU1 CTUATION PER-
8ONIFIED ; or, Pointing 
l\fade Easy. By Mr. STOPS. 

38. PUG'S TRAVELS thro' 
EUROPE. 

3!). A PEEP at the STARS, 
in easy rhymes. 

40. The SCRIPTURE AL
PHABET. 

41. PORTRAITS and CHA
RACTERS of the KINGS of 
ENGLAND, Part I. 
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42. PORTRAITS and CHA
RACTERS of the KINGS of 
ENGLAND, Part II. 

43. The NEW YEAR'S 
FEAST,on his coming of Age: 
a Poem, illustrative of the Fes
tivals and Fasts. 

44. TRAVELS and ADVEN
TURES of JOHN BULL the 
YOUNGER. 1G engravings. 

45. An ALPHABETICAL 
ARRANGEMENT of ANI
MALS. By SALLY SKETCH. 

47, The WORD BOOK; or, 
Stories, chiefly in Three Let
ters. By A. B. C. 

48 . The RATIONAL AL
PHABET; or, Rudiments of 
Reading. 

4!) . The ROY AL PRI1\1ER ; 
or, High Road to Learning. 
The subjects chiefly Birds and 
Beasts. 

50. The OLD WOMAN and 
her PIG. 

.:;1.The NEW TOM THUMB. 
\Vith many coloured plates. 

52. The FANCY FAIR; or, 
the Grand Gala of the Zoolo
gical Gardens. 

53. MARGERY MEAN-
WELL; or, the Interesting 

Story of Goody Two-Shoes, 
rendered into familiar Verse. 
vVith 20 beautiful engrav
ings. 

One Shilling J8mo, with Plain Plates. 

1. The COWSLIP; with 32 
new wood cuts, (Is. 6cl. col.) 

2. The DAISY; ditto, ditto. 

3. The SOR.ROWS of SELF~ 
FISH NESS; with wood cuts. 

The above Three have plain plates, the ful, 
laming are all coloured . 

6. The OLD WOMAN and 
her SONS. With lG plates. 

7. The PICTURE GAL
LEH.Y; with 16 ditto. 

8. POOR OLD ROBIN ; 
with 1G ditto. 

9. PETER PRilVPS PRE
SENT; with 16 ditto. 

IO. MADAM BLAIZE ; with 
8 ditto. 

11. JOE DOBSON; 16 ditto . 

12. The PEACOCK and PAR
R OT; neat engravings. 

13. MARMADUKE l\lULTI
PLY's MBRRY METHOD 
of MAKING MINOR MA
THEMATICIANS ; or, The 



IIARRIS'S TNSTR UCTIVE AND 

Multiplication Table, Part I. 
with 16 coloured plates . 

14. DITTO, Part II. 17 do. 
15. DITTO, Part III. 16 do. 
16. DITTO, Part IV. 20 do. 
17. The PENCE TABLE. 
By Peter Pennyless; 14 ditto. 

18. The PARAGON of AL
PHABETS, with 26 ditto. 

19. The l\IINT ; or, Shillings 
turned into Pounds; 16 ditto. 

20. The TRADES and CUS
TOl\fo of FRANCE, 16 ditto. 

21. The CRADLE HY.l\IN. 
By Dr. '1VATTS; 16 ditto. 

22. PRIM'S PRIDE; or, 
Proverbs to suit the Old and 
Young; with 16 ditto. 

23. JACK and the BEAN 
STALK; with 16 plates. 

25. JERRY and KITTY; with 
16 ditto. 

26. PUG'S VISIT; or, the 
Disasters of Mr. Punch; with 
1G ditto. 

27. PEEP at l\1Y BIRDS 
AND BEASTS; 64 coloured 
plates. 

28. The l\I O T H E R' S 
G RAl\11\fAR. 

i\lrs. TRil\lMER'S WORKS. 

New Editions printed on good 
Paper, and in a clear Type. 

1. ENGLISH HISTORY, 
bl'Ought down to the present 
Time; with 48 wood engrav
ings. 2 vols. 9 · . bound, 18mo. 

2. ANCIENT HISTORY, 
with 40 engravings on wood, 
4s. 6d. bound, 18mo. 

3. ROMAN HISTORY, with 
40 engravings, 4s. 6d. bound, 
18mo. 

4. SCRIPTURE HISTORY, 
Old Testament ; with 24 en
gravings. 3s. bound. 18mo. 

5. SCRIPTURE HISTORY, 
New T estament ; with 40 en
gravings. :1s. bound, 18mo. 

6. ROMAN HISTORY 
PRINT S, on copper plates, 
with D escriptions. 2 voL. 
5s. 6tl. bound, square. 

7, ANCIENT HISTORY 
PRINTS, on copper plates, 
with Descriptions. 2 vols. 
5s. 6d. bound, square. 



A:IIUSlNG PUBLICATIONS. 

HARRIS'S INSTRUCTIVE CARDS AND GAl\IES. 
I. The Sun of BRUNSWICK; 
exhibiting the principalEvents 
dw·ing the Reign of GEORGE 
THE THIRn; with Tetotum, 
&c. 9s. 

3. The Panorama of London ; 
a New Game, -with Tetotum 
and Counters. 9s. 

4. Historical Pastime; a New 
Game of the History of Eng
land ; with Tetotum, &c. 
6s. 

5. The Game of E mulation, 
&c. 7s. 6d. 

6. The Game of Human Life, 
&c. 6s. 

7. The Road to the Temple of 
Honour and Fame, &c. 6s. 

8. The Swan of Apollo; a New 
Game. 7s. 6J. 

with Tetotum, Pillars, and 
Counters, 5s. 

12. Dissected Maps of Eng
land, Ireland, Scotland, and 
France, at 12s., 10s. 6d., 
7s. 6d, and 3s. 6d. 

13. Ditto of the World ; same 
prices. 

14. Dissected Maps of Eu-
rope; same prices. 

15. Ditto, Asia ; same prices. 

16. Ditto, Africa; same prices. 

17. Ditto, America; same 
prices. 

A variety of ELEGANT Puz 
ZLEs, from ~s. 6d. to l Os. 6d. 
each, and upwards. 

9. A new 3,nd interesting Me- Also the following LrnRARIE s, 
thod of Instructing Youth in fitted up with Books agree-
the first four Rules of Ari th- ably to the far.cy of the Pur-
metic ; on Cards. 2s. 6d. chaser, viz. 

10. A Lilliputian History of I. The Casket of Intelligence. 
England ; in easy Verse ; 2. The Reward for Merit. 
on Cards, 2s. 6d. 

1 l. MrnnLETON's New Geo- 3. The Cabinet of Lilliput. 
gTaphical Game of a Tour 4. The Historical Library. 
through England and Wales; 5. The Infant's Library. 



HARRis's PUBLICATIONS. 

SHORTLY WILL BE PUBLISHED, 

MAMMA'S BIBLE STORIES FOR HER LITTLE BOY. 
"'With Engravings. Uniformly printed with "Mamma's Les
sons." 

THE BOY'S FRIEND; 

WITH NUMEROUS ENGRAVINGS. 

One thick Volume, 16mo. ornamentally bound in cloth. 

London: Printed by 8amuel Bentl~y, Dorset Street, Fleet Street . 
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