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PREFACE. 

JESUS loved little children, and blessed them. When 
he was here on earth, people used to bring their little 
children that he might lay his hands upon them. And 
his disciples sometimes were vexed with the people who 
brought them. But ,vhen J est1s knew it, he ,vas much 
displeased, and said, Suffer little children to come unto 
me, and forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom of 
heaven. And he took them up in his arms, laid his 
hands upon them, an4 _blessed them. There are many 
accounts in the Bib!e,.&tii before and after the birth of 
our blessed Saviour, of those who loved God when they 
were young. In tl1is, b1r>ok you will find something 
about a few of these children ; but there are many more, 
whose names are not here, because there is not room to 
tell you about all. In this picture you see J est1s as a 
child, holding a cross. This is to show that even when 
he was a child he kept in his heart the thot1ght of ,vhat 
he came on this ,vorld to do, namely, to suffer and to die 
for Olir sins. Thirty-tl1ree years he sojourned on earth, 
and went abo11t doing good. Then he was put to 
death upon the cross, with a cro,vn of thorns upon hif 
head. And after death he rose ~gain to glory in heaver 
where he still loves a11d listens to little children. 
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11 /~!I/ OSEPH was the son of Jacob, or Israel. 
~.,.,,Jt1 Jacob had eleven other sons, but he loved 

... .. . .,1,11111 Joseph better than the rest ; a11d he made 
him a coat of many colours. One day J adob 
sent Joseph to see his brotl1ers, who were 
much older than he was. And they ,vete 

keeping sheep at a distance from the house of their 
father. Now Joseph's brothers l1ated him, for he ,vas · 
better tha11 they. And when they sa,i\T him coming, 

/ the wicked thought came into their minds that they 
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,vould kill him. But 011e of them said, Let us not kill 
Joseph, but let us cast him into a pit. And so they did. 
But just then there came by a party of Arab merchants, 
with their camels, who were going down into Egypt. 
Then Joseph's brothers took~ hirn -up out . of the _pit, and 
taking off his gay coat of many colours, they sold their 
you11g brother to the_ merchants for twenty pieces of 
silver. And they d~~ - ,. <l h!~ coat in the blood of a kid, 
and showed it to J ac -~A~f;- father. Then Jacob was 

-t' ,. -~-,~-/>-~,',' 

in heavy grief, for h __ . : ~d~~t/his poor Joseph had been 
eaten by a wild beastr~~'- _ ?t}ie mercµants took Joseph 
down to Egypt. A ~ _: ~--~h~_-::· he was so good and wise 
that he soon came · · eat honour and wealth. And ..... 
he returned good f ?• ~: -. ,~ il to, his wicked brot~ers, a;-1d 
they a11d Jacob the1 ·; _ ,. down and lived with 
h. . E t ' >A~ lm ln gyp . ~~, ~- ~ ;oR<· 
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T1-rE sons of J acob a1id. their descenda11ts lived in Egypt 
for a very long time. A11d at last they were so nume­
rous that Pharaoh, . the kjng of Egypt, gre,v jealo11s of 
them. A11d he said l1e would oppress them. So _ they 
,vere made to· work ve1~y hard at making brick.s, and 
b11ilding. And he gave a co1n1nand that all the little 
boys that ,vere born amongst them should be put to 
death. And there was one woman who l1ad a little boy 
called MosEs. · And she loved l1im very dearly, a11d 
could not bear to thinl{ that he must die. So for three 
months she hid him,, so that 110 one knew of his birth. 
But at last she could hide him no longer. And she 
·made a11 ark or cradle for him of bulrushes, and she 
covered it ,vith pitch, that the ,vater 1night not soak. 
through it. A11d she put Moses in the ark, and laid it 
amongst the flags by the river's brink.. And his sister 
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stood at a distance to ,vatch ,vl1at ,vot1lcl becom of him. 
A11d the daughter of k.ing Pharaoh ca1ne do" 11 to ,va h 
in the river. A11d sl1e sa,v the ark, and 11t lier maid 

to fetch it. 1\..nd ,vhe11 she opened it she saw tl1e child, 
and it V{ept. Then the pri11cess pitied it, a11d said, This 
is 011e of tl1e I-Iebre,vs' childre11. And Moses' sister ran 
and said to the princess, Shall I fetch a nt1rse for him ~ 
A11d she said, Yes. So the child fetched her own 
mother. And Pharaoh's dat1ghter said, Tak.e and nt1rse 
this child for me and I will give thee ,vages. So she 
took. her dear son home once more. · Oh 110,v glad she 
must have been! v,Then Moses was grown up, he be­
came a prophet of God. And God saved by the hand 
of Moses all the children of Israel fron1 the wicl{ed l{ing 
Pharaoh. 
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jamutL 
!:::JAM U E L ,vas the son of I-Iannah. 

For a long time Han11ah had 110 children. 
So she went to the temple of God, and 
there she prayed for a son. And God heard 

_/ her prayer and gave her a so11. And she 
called his name SAMUEL, ,vl1ich 1neans, asked of God. 
And because God had been so good to her, she 
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said she wo11ld give t1p her so11 to serve before God i11 

his temple for ever. So ,vhe11 he ,vas ,vea11ed she 
tool{ him to Eli the high priest, a11d sole1nnly gave hin1 
up to God. And Eli blessed her, and tool San1uel to 
live with him in the house of the Lord. And hi 
mother came to see him every year, and brought him 
a little coat. And Samuel used to ser e b fore God 
in the temple in a li11en ephod. A11d 11 gr , , and 
was loved by God, and also by every one ,vho k.11 ,v hi1n. 
And one night, whe11 Samuel ,vas gone to bed., h ar 
a voice calling him. And at fu·st he thougl1t it, as E i, 
and ran to see three times. But Eli told hi1n it , a 
God speaking to him. And when Samt1 11 n ,v th tit 
was the voice of God, he ans,vered as Eli had tol l hin1 
to do, Speal{, Lord; for thy servant h ar th. Th 11 
God told Samuel ,vhat he mea11t to do to Eli a11d hi 
sons. This was indeed an honot1r for a little child, to 
hear the voice of God~•: And Samuel al,vays lo ed and 
served God as long ~s he lived ; and he ,vas a prophet 
of God till he was :ri old 111an . . 

0 A S H was tl1e son of one of the 
~ kings of Judah. His father's mo-
~ ther was a very wick.ed woman. 

Her name ,vas Athaliah. Wher1 
her son, the father of J oash, died, she wished to be 
queen herself. So she had all the king's sons that she 
could find put to death. Bt1t 011e, the youngest, nan1ed 
J oAsH, ,vho was then a little child of a year old, ,vas 
saved by his au11t. She hid him with his nurse in the 
house of God. And Athaliah could not fi11d hi1n, and 
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he was hidden there with l1is at1nt for six years. And 
all that tin1e Athaliah reigned over the land. But at last 
a very good priest nan1ed J ehoiada, who knew that God 
wished J oash to be l{ing, se11t for so1ne soldiers. And he 
made then1 promise to obey hin1, and the11 he sho,ved 
the1n the little boy who ought to be k~ing. And they 
took weapons and stood round abot1t the temple where 
J oash was, to guard him fro1n harm. A11d then the 

priest brought fortl1 J oash, and put the crown on hin1, 
and anointed him, and made him lling. A11d the 
people clapped their hands and said, God save the k.ing. 
Whe11 Athaliah heard the noise, she ran to see. And 
she was angry when she sa,v that J oash was to be k.ing 

. . 
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i11stead of l1er reig11i11g a11y n1or . But tl10 p ople I u t 
her to death. And tl1ey all pron1i."'ed to . rr God 0111 , 
a11d they hrol{e do,vn all the idols' te1npl , and l troy d 
the idols. A11d J oasl1 ,va I- Y 11 ) ar old , -11 11 11 
began to reig11. And all th ti1r1 that th · od I ri t 
Jehoiada taught him, he did th·1t , l1i 11 a~ ri ·ht in 
the sight of God. 

TH rs is J Esus, the Son of God, ,v 110, for our " I- e , ,v· .., 
born a little child into the ,vorld. II , bor11 of tl e 
Virgin Mary i11 a poor stable at Bethl 11 n1, becc u o 
there ,vas no room for l1im a11d hi 111otl1er in tl1e i111 . 
And vvhen he ,vas eight days old l1i~ n1othcr brouo·l1t 
l1im into the te1n ple· to tl1e priest, aceordin °· to tl1 la ,v 
of Moses. And there ,vas a very l1oly 1na11 11an1 d 
Simeon, to ,vhom it had beeu· pron1ised by (3od tl1at he 
should 11ot die until he had sBen tl1e J __ ord Chri~t. A11d 
l1e came into the temple a11d took. the infant J c::,us i11 
his arn1s, and gave than.k.s to God for thi great n1ercy. 
And Simeon said, "Lord, r10,v lettest thou thy servant 
depart in peace, for mine eyes l1ave see11 thy salvation.n 
And Mary took. Jesus, a11d re-tn:r11ed l10111e ,vitl1 l1in1 to 
Nazareth, ,vhere she lived ,vith her~ liusband Joseph, 
who was a carpenter by trade. And every year Joseph 
a11d Mary used to go llp to J ert1salem to ,vorship. A11d 
once on their return, when J esllS ,vas about twelve years 
old, they missed him. A.nd for three days they sought 
everywhere for him. And at last they found hin1 sit­
ting in the temple talkjng witl1 the learned n1en, so that 
every one ,vas full of wonder at his ,visdo1n. A11d he 
said to his mother, "How· is it tl1at you ~ought for me! 
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Did you not know that I must be about my Father's 
business~" Then he went down to Nazareth, and lived 
with his parents, and was subject t1nto them. 

• 
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0 H N the B A P T I S T was the 
son of a priest named Zacharias and 
Elizabeth his wife. And Elizabeth 
was cousin to Mary the mother of our 
Lord Jesus. And-Zacharias and his 
wife were very old ; and ,vhe11 God 
told him tl1ey should have a son, 

Zacharias would not believe. The11 the angel whom God 
had sent to tell him said he sho11ld be dumb until the 
child was bo~n,in order to punish him for his wa11t of faith 
in God. And so he was. And John grew, and lived in 
the deserts. And he wore a dress made of camels' hair, 
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and lived 11pon locusts and ·wild ho11ey. And ,vhe11 he 
was grovv11 up he became a preacher to the people, and 
told them to repent and to be baptized. And some 
people thought that perhaps J oh11 was the Christ ,vhom 
they were expecti11g. But J 01111 himself said, "I indeed 
baptize you ,vith ,vater, but there cometh 011e after me 
who is mightier tl1an I, whose shoes I am not worthy 
to 11nloose." A11d J es11~~himself was baptized by John, 
in the river Jordan. ..A .. nd J oh11 said," Behold the Lamb 
of God that tal(eth aw~y the sin of the world." And 
because John ,vas a good n1an a11d did not fear to tell 
wicked people of their sins, l1e gave great offence to the 
king. .Li\.nd the Iring, vvl1ose name ,vas Herod, had him 
shut up in prison. A11d tl1ere he ,vas kept some time, 
and at last put to death b. having his head cut off . 

.. 
I ,. 
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ifmnt yQ. 
IN the Frontispiece yol1 n1ay see TIMOTHY, to whom St. 
Paul vvrote two epistles, ,vhich are called by his name. 
We k~no,v very little abo11t Timothy, except that he ,vas 
a very good and l1oly bishop; and that St. Paul calls l1im 
his beloved son, and takes 1nuch pains to teach hin1 his 
d11ty in the beautiful epistles which he wrote to him. St. 
Paul also says that he l{11e,v Timothy had a good and 
pious mother and grandmother, and that he had k~nown 
the Script11res from a child, so vve may s11ppose he vvas 
well a11d carefully taught. I suppose this picture is i11-
tended to show 11s Timothy learning to read from his 
gra11dmother ; or else she is warning him against the 
love of riches, for, vvhen he gre,v 11p to be a ma11, St. Paul 
dwelt upo11 the san1e subject, writing to hiin in a letter, 
That godliness with contentn1e11t is great gain, a11d that 
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,vl1e11 God gives t1s food and rain1ent, ,ve ot1uht to be 
content and happy a11d thankful to hi1n for the bles in°·s 
,ve have, 11ot enviot1s of our 11eigl1bour ,vl10 c. r b tter 
off tha11 \Ve are: a11d should ,ve be i11tru t -d ,vitl1 ri he., 
he strictly enjoins llS to do · all th goo l , can "To 
be ricl1 in good ,vork.s, ready to distribl1t ." ,,r c ar 11ot 
to be high-minded, 11or place our tru t in th m, a they 
are ever uncertain, and can mal{c to th 111 lv , ing 
a11d fly a,vay, bt1t ,ve 1nust plac our tru t i11 th li ina 
God, trying to ser, e l1in1 ,vith all ot1r 11 art , a11d 1 Jing 
up i11 store for ourselves a good founcL tion a ·ain t the 
time to come; for ,, e n1ul..; t all di , a11d i11 th hour 
of death ,ve sl1all find Ollr ri he ,vill a, ail u 11othino·, 
as we cannot take tl1en1 out of thi. , orld ,vit11 ll, , 

neither can gold purchase for t1s a place in h a, n. 
"The pure i11 heart only shall see God." And ,v mu t 
be kind, and gentle i11 spirit, forgivi11g injurie , loving 
and serving each. other, if ,ve desire to gain heav 11. It 
is vvhe11 ,ve are young that ,ve ought to live to God; o 
that ,vhen ,ve are old he ,vill not for alee t1s, but ,vill 
say. l1nto 11s, VVell done tho11 good and faithful rvant, 
enter into the joy of thy Lord. 1\--y no,v, 1ny dear child­
ren, to copy the exan1ple set before yoll by the childre11 
yo11 have read about in tl1is little boolc. They every 
one loved God, a11d tried to serve him ,vitl1 their ,vhole 
hearts. And ,vhe11 you are older, and can read tl1e Bible 
itself, you will find a great deal 1nore about all these 
persons, and very many rnore. But at present, if yo11 
listen to the teaching of your parents, as Tin1othy did, 
yo11 ,vill learn q11ite enough to enab_le you to love and 
please God as yot1 ought to do. He has been so good 
to yo,11, you 011ght to give t1p your whole l1earts to him, 
lik.e the "C1-r1LDREN OF SCRIPTURE." 
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