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-o N E -s r ~&r-.w-(s;-::: &c. ---

0 NE SIM US was a· ferva_-nt ( <Yr fl ave) in the. 
houfe of one · Phi-1,unon. This Philemon . 

f~ems. to hav.e_- been. r-err .arkable for : hei'qg. a g99.fl 
Cb1:iftian, for the 111):0ftl~ Pav} yery, _particularly 
mentions his " Love an_d;¥ait1J towards the Lord 
Jef us, and toward-s aU Sai1:1is},'- ; fa,;is plain , ·t.he.n 
that Oneiimus muft-4 liave ~ad- great- -adva-nta-ges by. 
liv~ng i,n .. th,½ ~~1Pfe .. ~ oJ . f ~f P·: ;~. ·.in~-~5f\. and ?11e _-

.w~1}d th1nlz.ttic!:~ Ae;, ml\~ .n~v.e,JJ~.e1,1 a goop Chnf­
triati. alfo. :wo~.herwas (ar. ,ot'htrwif.~.,. ,He ,v/as( ij.¥iite 
infenfible,,(0:£.i lJ-~s_,1 a,~van~ges ri _Altholl;g_.h ,.ttJC!S is 
faid toJ1a'.-¥e·~<et:i,: ~\ a·Churcq;h:;hat is.; ,a .. ~oll,eflion 
of wor~1ippid,g~Ghr~ftian$,:_in fliiJe1n.W\~$ --J10.l,}~' yet 
One[im u'& feems • tn have .bein .not at,a:.H'. -~ better 
for it~. J::;{-e J'e~ived·_ R;' d 'bM __ p:~:jjiJfe.'ih_~~ly~t&.ns, he 
attenqe·d ;re,.g~ ii~iy:~·~-~t")~\ fr:''. I air ·'.tY;!=it~- he ,• alfo 
be · · l c\ . djii-1 ){-th~:,. -~rig i14"r ·_ .... ,J'. -f~-pf Ph1f~rn;o ll, .. and 
yet 1:ii . J e~ ,c_on,_ trnu e_d-.. to_ ;:~ e .~~r: de_n'e c;l:: . l , fli? u Td 
~hink it f'~oh_ab.I~-tnat '<::?-~};fi1?~-,, ~,_as vety-bhnd and 
1gnorant'ref R~1ng ~d1g1-01:.1~•~rt~•.alfo v~1~y 1·carelers 
about.•it,. tC?, .'. t-I1at, :all tbc ·Sp , it'- ·'tl l_I)_ft1p1clion he 
recei-ved ·w'o·uld ~Q ilk~( one :e-ar,,,.: a the faving is, ,., _ = ~ / / . . . .. \ 1: 
and go o·u t at the -©-f1°ie'if·.' ··:, _In th~ ·me;ai1 ""time,. temp--
ta~ 0 !'·" <;>(_v a'.1;io u~ lqn"1&. ! .wi_ . d ·P r?B.a~Jj;_ : clq fl e up­
o q '~.~, ~.1 _; _ ••• 1 ,Jht_ts h_e '~?~)d~. --~<¼If~!~· t5~ _qad tct 
w rfe-,, -for on_~ ·•{i)'.l- cqrnm<~, l:y~J~;~<:li ·01 ._: to -~nother, 
an;d,aiJength his .heart being_ ejtq__fully b~ardened, h~ 
wou1d be · r~a.g:y · for alm:oft ,4.ny . wick.ednefs. !t 
feems- by S~ Pa.ul's ,account, tI-iat he .b.c:ca1n_e 1an-. un­
faithful_ feryan.t, and '¾q,ually- i'.©-bbed -hi-s mafter, __ . 
a·nd thait he then ran, aw.a.y fv-e~r.ba.p:~- ta king his boo.~y · 
with Bi'm) t~ .}He great Cit,fi ~ff I;-qroe., ,'",vhere It 

., .,~. I ,. 

~ ti "J '-



( a ) . 
wo11~d be ~ eafy . for Onefimus to conceal hirnfclf, 
juft as it- i~ :.eafy :For a man who has ·layed the vil ... 
lain fo_rne wher~ at•. a difiance in this cquntry, t() 
lie hid in Lon<lon -now. . -

lf the prefeot ft6ry • were to flop here,. when~ 
then, i~ might ~b~ fai9, is _the ufe of havi_!1g all thef~ 
family prayers and this ·" Church in the houfe r' 
Why the very fervants you inftrua will fiiU Gheat 
you j uft as_ much as if they were not in fi:tuaed, 
and it i.s as well therefore to leave them to g6 
their .own way, w-ithout trying to make them reli- · 
gioµs."-I will not ·ftop to reply to ·this obfervatiori 
here, becaufe, as Wt go on with the ftory, the an .. 
fwer will b~ -plain -enough i '. . · 

What I have next to r-emark of .c)ncfirnus, is, 
tl1at when he got to R01ne=, he ,v~11t to hear the ' 
Apoftle Paul- pFeach. We are not told · the reaf0a 
of his firft attend.ing on the Apofile. 'It is ·not irn- ·· 
probable, however., that fom·e qualm of confcience 
might put him upon this vifi.t. Methinks I fee hi1n 
for a few days or weeks rioting i"n vice, -fpendin_g 
freely the handful of plunder, which he had ca~rie1 
off, anp as hjs p_ocket· gr0ws low; becoming low in 
T pir.i-ts alfo. At length his laft fhiiling is gone~ Alas ·! 
he Jia·s. no Chriflian mafter to fapport hitn,- 'ho friend 

- to pity him-and-now having firft-· doubtcd pd{pbly · 
whether to plunge i1ito {orne new crirn-e·· in order 
to Felieve hrs growing di-ftreffes, he . be·~hj'nks· •hi1n:. 
felf of what he had once fo carelefsly heard: in · Phi­
lemon's houfe, and fays withfn· his heart" well, there · 
can be no comfort, no hope, no 'Chan~e-of deli ve-· 
ranee. for me now, but from. the Gofpe'L'> 'l thih'k 
it is alfo poffible iha·c he· might have -- occafiorH.rHy J, 

ov.erhe ard the name of Paul 1neri1ioncid w-hil·e he- · ·,. 
A2 
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was \Vaiting at Philei.non's 'r.able, and -,-vhen pr°i.~ked 
jn his confcience at Ro1ne, Paul therefore is the 

n1an to_ whom he would naturally fly for relief. _ 

Let no . mafter then def pair of. bei.ng an infrru., 
ment -of good to his fei:-vants,_ even :though . for a. 
time he Ihould fee no fruit of his · labors. I am 

perfuaded there has been many a footman, or •ftab1e 

:b0y, or other fervant, both male and female, who 

has continued rhoughtlefs and profane during the 
who.le time of refidence in a religious mafter'i 

houfe, and ·who neverthelefs has been ftruck to 

the heart afterwards, and . has prof;i_ted materially 
in tl_ie .en<l, by fmne hint whic'h appeared fo have 
no effea ·at the time of receiv'ing _it. . _ 

.. ~ •. \,B.ut we ar-e next to.fpeak of a ne,i fcene which 

p..ro[ents. itfelf. Onefimus is converted to Chrif­

tiapity -under Paul's minifiry. The finner is c6n­

_viaed of his fin. · Tl)fough God's mercy the Run­

away is arrdl:ed in his mad and wicked courfe. 

The poor guj1ty wretch -0.f courfe confeffes to Paul 

this guilt, and through the infinite grace of God in 

Chri-ft he obtains pardon, and the hope of etet"nal 

life . 
. Here then is a {hiking proof of the rich prov'i­

fion : of mercy which there_ is in the Gof pel. ~ 

run-away flave .'a~~ a thief may be·come a partaker 

-of it: :God can ~rant even to the vi left and mofl 

.1n~·!<crable -finner repentance unto life; ang it is pro­

.per therefore, that all n1onld pray to God for a 

,heart to repe.nt, and. that 110- one {hould def pair. 

-lt is plain from many iigns that the repentance of 

O ,B_din1us , wa·s fincere. In · the firft place I think. 

we may take Paul 's word that jt was fo, for Paul 

would not have fpoken fo decid~dly as he did, i.· 
me bad not fir ft ;nq uired into the caf e. NG; I 
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w'il1 warrant you· Paul examined Onefimus er}' 
dofely, fo_r Pau_l's charity did not confifl in be­
lieving in a good-natured way that every one was 
a Chrifiian who faid that he was fo·: on the con­
trary, Paul's Charity led hi·m to be careful and -
jealous left he fuould coJllfort his flock with a 
fal fe 11ope_, ~r iliould flatter the perfon of any one. 
It made him therefore exceedingly particular in ex­
amining the ftate · of mt:n's fouls: and hence it 

. comes to pafs that the words of Paul have ·ro much · 
weight whenever he pronounces any one to be a 
Chrifrian . . .:- · 

. - But the fincerity of One!im\1s's repentance .is 
fliH further proved by a circumil:ance which is 

· <liftincl:ly mentioned; I mean by his readinefs to 
take Paul's advice when he bids him go back again. 

_to. his irij urcd maJler. - Now a fa1fe penitent would 
. differ from One_fimus . in this particular. A falfe 
penitent would make a thonfand O'bje&.ions to fuch 
a meafure. '' What,'' he wo_uld :fay," 1nuft' I go back 
to my mafier whom r have ·w-ronged? I dare not 
fuow my face before him, nor · before my fellow 
fervants. I !hall fink into the eatt h whe'n I fee 
them. Befides, where i's the neceffiiy for returning? 
I am willing to repent indeed, but may I not re­
pent at Rome? Surely I may be allowed to remain 
here ·in my prefent obfcurity, for the difg·race of 
f~eing my mafler and au · my old friends again is · 
111ore than I can bear, but I will -bear ·any thing 
~lfe;, I will live hard and work honefi.ly, and I -
will be very forry for my fin, an<l I will continue to 
attend Paul's preaching.Su rely this will f uffice. "_. 
'~ But go back again in the firfi place t:o your mafirer, 
f1ys Paul. Go and own to him what you have 
d oqe; aw~y ~ith all this pri4c and evil fhame which 
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is about you. Snbmit t0 the difgrac-e you have 
brough~ on yourfelf, -~pd try to repair the evil''you 
have done as well a~ you c.a•a~ by .working hard for 
Ppilemon in the time t u .. come,:_ endeavour to earn 
far him as much µ19ney, as you have Jl:okn from 
him, o.nd -be 11ot afraid' of Philemon's wrath, -for I 
will give yGu a letter to him. This. i-s the proof I 
req ui,re of your fincerity /' 

How wife and-judiciou.~ was this ,advice of Paul · 
t<? Qnefimu& ! " 'V.horn," fays he jn the letter '' I 
h ve fe~t agaiF.1," tha~. is, whom I have fent back 
again in order that he m.ay confef-s. his ,whole fault 
to you, and retu_QT into your fervice. The confef­
fion o(: the fin agajI)~_ Phil-em on was better ·iff this 
eafe . than. any .general coufeffion of faith, or than 

._ aHy plauh:ble ta-le of <?nefimus-'s conve_rfi0n; an~ 
f9 it may be ob.ferv~d _ 1!1 other cafes, th_at a read1-
n~fs to go back at all hazards, and to ackno_wledge 
o_ur crime to the perfoi1 we have offended, and to _ 
_ r~p,air it as well as. we are able., is the. firft 'proof of 
fince~ity th~t fhould _ be require.cl; whereas an un-· 
wJllingnefs t0 return implies mu-c-h r-ernaining 
pride of heart, a , very finful fort of iliame, a dif­
regard to ftri& ho.nefty, and a fear- -of confequences 
'tmat is inconfiftent with that faith and trufi in ·Go,d 
:which acco.mpany true repentance. 

Onefimus as I . have faid, .confented to teturn; 
: and let us not fuppofe that he ·is lilow to be piried 

on_tpat a._€.-CGJ.:mt, or that any grea1 miferies were in 
f.QB.f~q-uence about to fall upon his head. No, 1et · 
us c.ong r:atu,late h.--im rather orr his right ref olut-ion., 
for I will warfant. you that. after the firfi affeait1g 
fc ene"·was over, he would be m uch the ha-ppier for it, 
atid l~t us rem~mb.e1: alfo, that we are to confider 
hjni, now ~s. a Chriftian, w h.o :hijs got an1-ong Chrif-
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~~n ~_people, , and that he departs bearing in his hand -that letter of St. Paul - tc> Philemon- which I . hjive fpoken of, and whi-ch forms one of the fl1ort 
B0;0k9 or E-piftles pf the New Teftamen t. How kind, Jiow affec):-ipnate, ,how condefcen<ling does every 
part · q( tnis Epiftle ~p_pcar when -it 1 is carefully ex­
amined! t It is ~ {peaim,en pf the Chrifiian fpi ri(, and 

- we. f,h'aH ;.htcrefoi~ now turn froJn Oncfimu:'s cha­rafter to the contemplation -of _that of Paul, which 
'\½~ ~have h~re a fine opportunity. of confidering." . · ~;faul. -w4$ _t,o~ grovln extremely old, and he had (uffe1fdn·mtl;c'1 jn the Gc!,Ufe of the Gdf[>el. Htt was , ~ t-iJ.is •y,~ry i_~time ~ •,p,rifotitr, and it was while in prifon ahd. JD- bonds that he ha:d preached fo ef­fectua-llf to_ Onefim1;1s. lt,.is likewife remarkable tha-t ,not only Onefimus the flave, but that. Phil,e, .. 
mon ·c}fe;n1n.fter c1.lfo, tp wh<;>m the_ lett'er was add~[. 

_ fu§l, , had !?ten, con~ert:~d throµg,h Paul's miniftry. -,...fhH-1 ~h~r~D rei .fhis v,e·nera bl er Saint , was able to 'Yf-ite )V'jt-h ,.. the ,.autbor,ity. that belonged to him-both 
~s ~n: J\.ii>~R.lt, ~as an old n1an, .and as Fhilernon's fathers i~ :i~h:itdl~ as, the fathe.r in like manner of On~{imus, )ancl;as a; chief fuffeter,- \Vho: was fooo ­alfo, to prQ,v-.¢.\ a n0b'le Martyr, in the cau.Ce of their 

• C.GHB:illfffl~ Savio.ur_ . ... , . , 
• Wha,t: ~h~,tt '. is t~e· grouod. which he ·may be f~p-­:p~.fec¾ r• t ~,11k,e ;ilil 0tder to per{uade, Pliilem·on :tC1 
(p,lr: , t~ ~o~,;1 ,con.v;eii~ ,Diave that i~ fent .back te> hj.m·?-.. i]h~•fffft01anfl ;he t4ke~ is (his.:·· He·· forhe~:r.½ ~ -fays-; .. ft0m tbf<).t 'exci-•cif.e ·of--.. his authority wnii•otr 
(11-cli1 a~ 01.1~-J\s . he l!Xlig~t Jl'~; he:·11ints,. in a mofbaft.r 
ffr~i-ng ,~nmr, how ~~hilem911 hirnfolf.had ~wed : he ij.fe 9f :his ;ve~y-if oiil :-i'9t the aJ?ofH e, and he theft en- · · tr ··,t1l·1e];hiltw_on, ,fo.r; 1ov{~,~, fakej to compl'y with . 
h:<; ~ll~ it r~ite · that _i ., m,ade to 1him-; brief1y 0 il1 --

,· I 
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. ti mating alfo the ,vorldlf profit Lwhich 1 :_ Philen'fon 

would derive from having no,v a Chrifhari fervant 
inftead of an -unbelievihg one. But let ·us qu◊te ' 
the apoftle's own words-" w hereforet f~ys he, · 
" tliou~h I. might b~ bold in Chi/ft -to epjoin the.e 
that which 1s c0nven1e.nt, yet; ·fo.rLid\re's fak@, I'ra­
ther befeech thee, b'eirig fuch--•an-·)nf,E; ' as": P.~nl '. the· 
age1, and now alfo a Prif-oner of Jefus-dfri'fi i I 
befeech thee for my fon Onefimus, whom , 'I · have­
begotten in my bonds., which in:titne-s paff_ ,va!s Ht · · 

th-ee · un:pr~fitable; but i~ -now · Rrop~ab_~e 1t0· th:~e, 
and to ·m€, ,.whol)'.l·J have fent: aga11n~- ·tlf6ti ' ther-e~ 
fore receive · him • that •is inine own 1Bowel .': ·· \~_nci 
then he . adds, " Thou therefore rece1ve, ;him ' nbt · 
now as a ferv.ant, but ·abbve a fervant, a brother' 
~~roved, efpeciallv to me, but how ,l!ll'iCh \ more · 

-unto thee bot.h in the fl.eJh and in the Lord." · 
VVhat an aftoni{hing difference does Chrifiianity 

make in men ! :wh'c!t a kirid fpiril do w_e he!e_· 
t.iace !. How ftrange 1 _alf o mufl all this lov•e- and 
condtfcerifion· feem to fome people ·! A ' ma(ri of the 

world,. wbofe Urvant had robbed him and r'un a­
way, would never ~e'lieve Ch~ifl:i~ntty could con­
vert the man, and·would difdciirr to ,receive fuc'h ai 

klnd of fetter as I_ have defcribed. ' ' l am .P~r-· · 
fuad~d alfo my readers will ~gree, that a worl~ly 
~orrefpondent, though natura1ly --ever- fo humane, 
wou~d bet. very. far from, Xvri.~17g futh ·a ·-~ind--ojl 
letter as ' this; · and certainly , an r unrepentin_g -abd 
woiild,ly minded flave would ill deferve to'' ·bave1 

it .;"l;'lritten-.-But how affecli@nately does tht; ' a-: 
poftle ftill 'proceed~H If," fays Paul, ~~ tlfou ·c:ouht:1 

me therefore a partner, rete_ive _him .as ~yfelf. · IF 
he hath wronged thee, or ow·eth thee ought," pu.l -: 
that · on . mine ~ccount, : l Paul ltat·e wr~tt~» 'i.f 

. . . ~ . 
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with .miQe on _hand, I v/11 repay it. Albeit, J do 
1-1ot fay to thee h0w tbq,u oweft to me thine oT, n 
fts.lf bGfrdes.~' i, 1,. · > 

And . nq~ )~t:. -i~ qe ,re1p.?-rked, what a,. happy. in­
·fl u,c11ce ~had ,Chrifi;ianit'v -0n, th½ whole condition of 
this r. poor , wre!~hed Run-a\Yay. He was finking, , 
no dqub.t,. _into., the loweft. i;1famy -as w 11 , as pQ,-. 
'verty a1:3d woe when h,e firft;rwaited on Paul: he 
was living, I dare fay, among the dregs bf the­
people flt-' Rn;ne ; , .~rid , if he had ! remained uncon­
y.erit,ed,, . ;r ~~the; · he l_1ad not gone to Paul, or if · 
ha,viqg g9n~ 'i tp.;r,l\~m he had agc1:in~ jha,rdeneq. his 

· l1ea;t._~, ,,and retu·rged .,to bis former wicl_sf,~Q,efs, he, 
woµld probab_ly have ~n~ed ·his '·day,s on th~ ~rud­
fix or Gibbet, or f:lt lea.ft l)e v,,~.n~}d have .foon- pc; ,. 
rjfhed thro4gh want, unknowp and ,t1nregarded, for. 

, ~f w9uld l~.ve_ been fyVept ,away amot:iig the thou .. 
f~nds whorJ?. --Jh~ yice ., and· - ~vi c.:l{edp_ef.s _ pf ·every ~ 
&rt'!at~ Ci;y _a~lt., c,0ntil}'ually(J ·fensli._ng ,·r ·H> L d.\11 · Utl- . 
tj_m~ly :gr?ve: A .gqjltyj ~on(cieriqe <1:lfo2~<-)\lcld hav~ ­
haunted .him in his laft hoqr,s, ~. a11d, -1after depth ,he , 
muft , have , flood before an ,off~~pe~ ,;God; a.l;ld , 

· ~~}aft he ·J?Uft ~ve h~d his p~ni?3:1 .jn1 th~t-: place 
'1/he e ' .' ther~,1s. weeping, aq_<;l, wa1}1ng, an~:l_. gnaiji- · 
. f . h" . ipg ,0 rt~e.t ..., • . - ., . ·.1. J , )~)'.u fi rh •r, ,~- • . ; ,. t l 

flow, h,!ppy';t~en · Ir.fay, h_qw ~ranfpor.ting ~c}S, tJiq r 

c'hangt!-! 'The priclc of ~is ~_,-ljl~jH~ being fir~ ;fub­
rlued through that ble!fed Gof pel which was made 
known to him, he returns to his mafier. This was 
a great flep. He returns to flavery indeed, but to 
a flavery no dqubt that was extremely mild, and 
that fcarcely deferved the 1_1ame; for he is imme­
di.ately received even a, a Brother into the family 
from whence he had fled as a Culprit, and the fame 
Epiftle of Pf!lul which introdu(:ed hi~n to Philemon;-
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would now reo~meiid him t no 4<?·ubl 10· ·· 1nany­
members of d1e· Churth at Oolo•ffus, 'With whom he 

-would become united in the bonds of Chr-ifti1cin• 

love. Nay, if ·we ,fuel1ev-e -lhe l~.P~ft _0f , hiftoi-y, 

his good• conduB: a-s a :-flave '{ool\ aft'envatds gain~d 
hitn his liberty, and he even refe, as fQ'l'I?.e have fu:p.:.. 
pof ed (though bf tl:iis -the:re m<!,y be a c-ertain degree · 
of ~o';lbtf to the fihiatidri of a Minifter or Te~cher 
in the infa1'lt' Chdftian Church. · · 

- But• wli.a-t~~eir ;bi~ c~riditi0ri ~)' _-have beeH dtJr­

irig the remah1der ·of hi~ days -oh e~frth, . ( and it_ i~ 

indeed c~mpara4:ively of ~ittle11 ri¥omenf-t df ~hi~ "at 

-leaft ~e.' fte f~ref '!ha~ ~h~s ~ eve'rljdtitj-g , ~:ap~(~efs 
~was feeu_redr, and t:hat h~)1s now numbered amO'n'g 
the comp3ny ef thefe ~" ~ho ·have_ wafhed theit 
ga.~inents, and -·matle them· w,~1ite· in the b1¢od of 

the Lamb ;" ·w·hofe offence•s"if1 1th1s life -~re pardope-d, 

tlirough the merits of.~hrtfr; and-,vno art '' franding· 

beforel'the <thrdtft'.cif-G~"dJ~ 1;Tliere the great apo•{He 

Paul; kttn:-f1i(e~ce-l\ent friend PhHemon, and 'there 
a!f0 the conveTt~a-;flave Onefimus, unite 'witn• dne 

' ,, 't' r ,. 

vbice rn that ,.trili11J.phant.f ong, (God gr?,nt t}\·at each 

ofris 1may orle ~fay join• in it,) .,-, Unt1o Him tn?t 
hatlt loJea Ui; atrcl watllied us ftorn · ouf firis in his 
ow.n blood, and hath rn;;i.de µs Ki1t.gs· arrtl Phe.fis 
unto qod and his Fat1\&t,. !]Ilt-0 Him ·ht GTory 'and 
'A!J.min-i6n fbr : e~er -~¥cl ever~' Amen" · 
PY . . ~! . ,, f • I 

~ ,J r. · . \ 1 1 I Jr ,Ou . . ! , 

rr· 0 r·1 ."i 

I + 

'! 

i j •. ' !~ 
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,An APYLIC.f\.T.ION of the aboi:e Story • 
t~ the Cafe oj-thofe unhappy J.1en and Wom en, _who 
, •frke Onefimus, have !eft their Home, and ha·ve got 
· into a bad Way ~f Life. · 

THE _fiory, which we have related, may be 
ufeful to perfons of ev.ery cl~fa, but there i a. very 
p·articu.lar application of it which ,may b-e made 
to · thofe :\Vho; in 'fome n1eafure, refemhle the run­
a,vay and unconverted Onefimu . 

· - · I mean -,no·w ~ therefore, , to add refs myfelf t _ 
tpofe ,vho, thi-oqgh, (on;i~, .f~lfej Hep jn life, and 
perhaps by addi~_sn_i,~ .pjlece pf m~fcqndua to an_o­
t~~!, have fallen 1_n\o . any very ddtrefsful and d1f .. 
gtasefu1 circ~mftance-~i .. I addr~ffi myfelf more efpe­
cially to thofe .u~happy wc;nnc;n, who, like Onefrwus, 
ljav~ run away from t~eir P,1toper hq1ne, where once~ 
perhaps they may have , Iward fomething of the 
Gofpel, th?ugh they dicl 110~ attend to it, and who, 
-a.re no·w ru_inc;d i~~ tl}~ir cb.araa.er, -w_}io are , alfo 

, __ pl_unge_d by tp.e'ir, growing ·neceffiti~s int~ 1a life · of 
open and allowed fin,, and are peri!hing both as: to 
body _and foul, ehher in our great town~, or among 
·the dregs cff th~ people ~f our metro-pohs. ·, - · 
. I would en.freat fu~h pe (ons .to confider a l.ittlo, 
the cafe' of (his ·· poor Onefi_mll'),,- at.the time he was.. 
plun ged,' as l have fuppofed l1irn ~to have been,( in 
the debaucheries of Roine, an<l when he: -rn,l,lit · ·b~ 
-viewecf ~s ?- nin away, .. an.(Le:v.~n a . thief and a v.c11> 

, gabo11d. 
1
Mithiok& ·he refr;mble·d~: in a fo w leading 

· p articq l_ars,. what · _fqme ~f yen; 1,11ay be at preferrt~ 
· N·ow it happGned that Oneijmus· werit . one , day to 

b ecar _Pa~il pre_ach. ·,\¥.hc;t if )fOU _,WCJ,1Q .f@r ·once ~t.l, 
t our l.iv es, to _ do ·the, fame --?- I mean, what if yo~ 

, we-re· to g? ancl hear the -preaching of {om~ fai~hfo.l 

., 
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~nd zealous Mi.nifter of Chri.fi:, fome follov;e_r of 
· Paul the A.pofi.le ? I would advi[e you, if you 
think of doing it at- all, to go on the very next 
_Sabbath. Onefimus, by :hearing Paul .pre~ch, was -
tlelivered out · of ·an his troubles,: for he was ef-· 
fe&ually c9nverted to Chriftianity; and who knows , 
whether if you purfue the fame means, it may not 
pleafe Gofr td fave you, both body and foul; 
in the fame. ,ma:nner: Indeed, I can hardly imagine 
any other way than that wliich Onefimus aclually 
took, by which he coul_d have bee11, recovered;_ 
and, depend upon it, i,f ever you efcape·, and ar_e 
reftored· to peace, t<? hap·pine(s,- and to foc-iety, it 
111uft be by the fari1e rriight'y t?·oyv_e~ of t!1~ Gofpe1.- ' · 
Would to God, that (01ne unhappy creature, who 
r-eads this tale·, and wh'o has imitated Onefimt1s in his 
wanderings, might iniitate him · ai'fo · in bis rep~nt­
ance. ~ Would to · God that fo~ · ~oft ~eep~ _migh~ 

. thus be ~rought back into the fold ofChri[l:. \,Vould 
to God, that fame Prodigal 1Sori', forinftance, 1night be 
~erfuaded, like _the Prodrgal i!1 tl~e• qc5f pel, !o ,rep~n< 
and return to his fathers houfe; "or that {0111e wo­
n1an, who is a finner, while- fhe i-s reading this tale/ 
n1ight find her eyes begin to ft ream :with tears, 
like the Mcrgdalen who wept fo plentifully at the 
fu~t of our Saviour, and might, like her, attain to 
a con1fortable and well-grounded hope, that " her 
fuis, which are m~hy ;" are forgiven her. , 
· "But what can w·e· do," m.dhink,s I hear a whole 
rn.ultitude of f uch perforts reply, 6 ' . vVe ,long to be 
rdtored to ·all the comforts you fpeak of; we are 
charmed at the very +nention of fuch happinefs,. but 
,v,e know not }iow to get poifeffi_on of it." I anfwer, 
do then, in al.l refpe&s like Onefimus~ Take ex­
ample, as far as vour cafe will allow, fro.rq. all the 
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tariotis circumfi.aµces which 1nay be· fuppqfed tJ:1· 

have belong,2d to his tale. Fir:fl. of all, he at­
tended Paul's , preaching, after which, I fuppofe, 
be called on, the Apofile, and told him his fiory 
·The· Apoftl~, ind<ed, wa$ a poor man himfelf, and 
a .prifo!}er alfo; fo th~t a little good advic~,- (which, 
howeve~ ·is a very val.uaLle thing) was all that 
coul,d·be got from bi.m; except, indeed, that Paul 
bein'g acquainted· with, a number of good c;~rif-­
.tians, among \Vhorh there' might be fo1ne :rich ones 
alfo, --he was able ' to give Onefimus a Jett.er of 
lntroduaion, if he thought proper. The fame 
thing, perhaps, may happen now. If you wil~ 
call on fome Mini ftcr of the Gofpel, afte.r having 
for a while attended his preaching, provided he 
judges you to be truly penitent, he wjll he i.r:i-: 
duced, perhaps, if poor _hi1:nfelf, to give you ~ 
recommendation to fome. '~Fuifi.ic1-n friend of his, 
·to fome capital, houfe-ke~,P~f, like P4i lep.10J1 . . 

But, fhall l. tell yo~ what ·will be hi_s difficulty? 
A f ufpicion will immediately a rife abO:ut your fin. 
cerity, and the removal of thi£ fi'ufpicion is the 
great thiqg which you !nuft aim . at.:., ·Oneilm~s 
fucceeded in removing this fuf1ricion from the 
mind of Paul; for, jf he had n9t,, J ,;n ·fµ~e Paul 
would never have written fuch a le'tter, as b~, did _~ci 
Philerrion. .,.- .• 

Let me, then, clofe with a little adv"ice qS to 

this ·point, I mean, as to to the rnanEer Jin which 
~ you muft give pro?f of your fincerity. ,, 

Fidt, when you confers your faults to 1 any 9ne 
of who1n you a!k he~p, do no,t confefs. t~ern ·br, 
halves. I have known fom~ perfons ackI.1owkdg~ 
a few thit'igs which they · haye do1{e ·wr0~g~ anq 
which, ~ndeed,. they could not hide,"" while· Lhey 
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have been -,nightily rrefe.rved upon ·oi'her . poihts.- . 
They have left,. o~t I~a)f lheir fiory. Th~y. ha.ve; 
thought., perhaps; to fp·are themfeJyes Ii;ei·~hy, b.i,Jt, 

, in fa.a, _it has C0!11monly proved,. that w4at was 
-concealed '·was aftetwards diJcqvered, · an'd ·_ they_ 
have been rejected, r:iot ··at . all on ac~olfn't of any 
unwillingn_efs to help them; ~though .hitperto ~ver 
fo wicked, but on ac_c9~nt . of _it's continuing fiiH 
to he impoffible to put any tr:ufr in _them .. Orie- . 
fimus, I wan~ant -yo~,: ·cq_'!}feffed hi_s :whole fin to f 
Paul, and was not d~te&e_d ~fte·rwards in ~ny little 
tefe_rvat~ons· or excufcs,_ ot falfe _co.louripg-s. , 

Again·; draw nearer and nea:rer .to Rdigion. Read 
the ~criptur~~:,' 1voi:-d b_ad c9mpany. . ~ttend_ dili­
gently O_Il th_e pr~ach1pg of _the Gof p~l; apd .ende8:~ 
\'"Our to h1ake· ·acqua_intan·c~ \iith thofe ._who · attend 

· a11fo, -and whc?, howev.er-poo:r;, .ar.e religious~ Ori~~ . 
lirpµs · h'ad beco1:11e otj_e arriorig th_e 1ittle focic;ty of 
of the .'·' Saint~ whi'c~twfre at ·Rome/ at ;tbe tim~ 
y., hen ·Paul wrote f o coiifidently of · his frncerity. 

Again, '~ut away your pi.·i_de. al)d falfe fhame; 
very' fo:1orn ~nd :-v'ick,ed _pe?J?Le . ;\re often very 
proud, and this pnde works 111 a thoufc:1,nd ways, 
fu as' to hinder their deliverance. Onefimus fub,. 
mitte1<fto go baclt to hi.s old mafter, notwith!1:and~ 
ing ·all the· fh~me _ that attended his return; and 
you I'nuft fHow forpething of the fame temper, if 
·you expea any one vvho_ underfiands the human . 
Iteart, f-0 as all (;hrifti_a.ns do, to · :gi.!t confidence i~ 
your fincerity. :. 

Again, put your truft in God. Dare to ful.fil 
your prefent duty; and do not reafon too much 
abou~ con!~quences. God has all events, and he 
has- likewif~ all hearts in his hand: and he can and 
will make a wiy for y;ur efcape, as he d·id for 

' 
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~~~t of ,pne111~_us, if yo~ r~folve fu11y · to ferYe 
hrm~ and put yottr tru ft u1 him~ 

;J Aga:ih~ Het~-rrnine on a life: of induftry; for· all 
idlenefs in you · mtft ·he dHhonefty. . Oncfiintis 
\/enf 1arid \\fOtk~~r e,t11 ·as ·a flave. 1 hope yot. 
~av~ 1no ~Bj~aJ6p: tp r_go at1cl \vork any whei:e as a 
fet.v.ant, .,,and · tO actent even the Iowefi ferv1ce. I ~ } - .. ' -. '- -

h?rte t?}?~ J.pi:. d~fire: 1to_ be a very- diligent and 
pr,oflt?,ble;fer;v,jlnt~ , "9~~G'mu~," as St.- Paul ob­r~ryes, ··"' fud:i ~e·en 9,n_te_' unprblitable, bat:L · as now 
" profitabl~."-·- ·He befiaine a moft valuable .J;iard-. w?rki_ng:'m/!1 '.V h~-~ 

1 
h~i .be'~am.e a Chr1ft.i.an_: , 

. ::Bu-~. a~1oye ~~!}?/~gs., take . care ~o be what you 
W:1fu_, t"d · app~~'t ;_' take' care, I meab, to be a rq9lt 

_fi1)~eie and' 'i:ht~ p·enitent. .,,H. is ·a . {rnall 111.atter to 
fe~~-D-H·~.~~~ jn . t}1e ¥$1:~· l·?rrour ftll~\v<-creatu~es, 
wh~n you ~~re 'q9t ·fo 1n·1He figJ1l _of Goll. The heart 
is ' deceitftlf: Enrer/ _c tnerefor~; de_cply _info this . 
rn~t_t~r· .. ~dnfiqe~ X?UJ: OWrli. w·eaknefs irtti~~s-paff; 
fly from, ~eti?E~~~~srr; _ be ·ofte_n on · . :ur. _knee-~ alfo 
c6't1feffi'ng \/you,r· fi.ns, and ·_ prayjqg ' (O .Cdd te 

< ~rength_e1} yon 'Y_by his, Hc~ly $pirit; prat to him, ' 
lh !hort~: ::}<?. fearch a'r'1d to try y'ou;I ½). psbv~ . y?u, . 
aild -~fa1nln~. yonr ,vay~·, ~o . f69,{'hel, __ .~f there ~e 

, any:- _,fay ·of ~v~ekednefs iri ybu; .. and to lead yot~ ~n 
• tl1e' way ever1ailing," " • I:• ' • •' , ' ~ ~?4~·r;o\~;·;.,are_ ·you, . ~i~~ b

1
;it 1·q1f frif!ts· 'a1:d . cf-e•­

. fpo_ngmg? D9 you {h)l tl11µk there 1s r;io fr1c11d to 
pity ,Y~H.'i,' rib nAlp'i}c!i :_you·, and that ll:0 ~niHe , 
~( .rr..cht~!hpuld go '~~ 'him,. _~jt[ak~ n~ti_t·e ··,of · yoi.tr ~ 

_ ~?k ( I w1ll ada -~notheT hv1t -on th1.s fu bj eEt Whdn 
Qne.fimus fj-rfi 'went . to Paul, I darh1 fay . ~\-e'' Ifrde 
·exp~aed 'lb g~~

1

f4~p._a kin~',leue•~.i~s ·~~f 6~'tai_11~;.a. 
£hall I then explain to you wha-t was the cau{e · 
which made Paul coudcfrend fo rcadilv to t~is ' . ; ' 
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p·oor, repenting {inne1·. It was th\s. 'Paul was 

once a great finner hiIJ?felf; l1e c·ould ~rri;ember a 

time, whem (tho~gh ~. n_eve~ [.~as· a thi"e_\ or ~ n1~h-

, aw-ay) yet he Wa$ a ., 1i1_p~fr,e_r~ of _the Gofr:~I" ca_nd 

even a perfe·cutor, ~1½C?· . . tus .: f?ul ~~}t~) o:pt.a1n~_d 

mercy. And now It Qecame ,th,e. ha·pp1nef~ pf.his 

life to ten of the gra.~e of ,J.ef11s Chrifl. I -'' ·.u,nt'.o 
" me,)' faid he, " -who am le'fs than -the feaft of- a~l 

f' ;Saint,s,. ,is thi~t g!Jtce,..:•_cfi;ve·ri, tbat t ·~~oti{d ~\x:~a~h 
" •. _ . •• , I!>, , .., 1 . •. ~ n . r, :iv 1 J . 

_ " -~mo11g , the Gent_1le~- the \ll)fear-ie 1a5 e,,ndies_ of 

'' Chriftt ;: ,~ ·e ;tq6ugn,t 1t 
1 
~fg~~e~t~H1

!·hqnor / riJ~e 

,}~qrlf1. to be a1l?\:.ed ~o . p~plf/P 'fP1PDg, :fhe ,v)e~ 

Jc,e,i;itiles;~ tl\t falvapo,n 9r __ tbe ,h1~\~f i J ef u~ .. -~o ·~t a 
,f1,Ifo nowt The .veryi b~ff:-men o~ earth, whetherQ\nf-

., iia1? .~ Minift~r.s Jqr f='.hr'ifi}an PeoRle., like '.Paul; ow_e 

all to mercy, ,1n~ f pey" r~ng:ith~irfo~e. ~6·.,clo}nm~~-d 

._yr;u ~o the fa~e _rp.er~.y ;, __ .and t.Q r ~ftret_~P) -,?Ut , their 

~ii.and tor· y~q~-,re~1~f,~ .- _ 1 , . . ,, .- , - , • - .- • : . • • 

. ; Learn, then., to underfiarid· th~ true hjndra~Ee to 

)~our reco~e~·y. . .I,t is _ ~ot :1cba~: th.~:re: ~r-c; 1;~. c.9t1f­
uans i.yl\o will he'lp you . . It 1s .p9t _the:r;e are IJO 

~ .. ean&·.<?fr·d~livffflP~e (~~ you,, f<:f) ,~~ ljave ihew:i _ 
you that , ~~ 1'f there 1s aw 111 there 1s a way·-'~ I~, 1s 

~ :pot tha t: ·yo·u are driven into~ fin by ~ny irr~1ftiple 

fate, '_for Goq. is ~b'o.ve fate, .., and Go.d ._' drjv:ts: ,PP 
roan Into µo. lt 1~, rn fhort, your . own fati1t,A a1id 

f. l l ' · I'"' r h ,1 ' d'1 1 
y~~r 9wn- a~ t a on.e. ~1cape, t , ~l),~-lnjffi(r° -~fl~ ·)' . 

J;1v~ no ~eep_ to your eyes, nofr {lun~be; . -.~9 ?1<;m r 

._ eyelids, :)tJl1 Y?~.~~":Yr ,~,.a~~n· f ome fiep ,t?~ar¢f, J OU r 

:recove r:y. Rememb~r, 1n_ fhort, tha t 1f Oneif1 \n l1s 

'.:,,~ q1p.~.~; lo 1n~y you .; and thqt ,if , Y~\lr u_~e TI_?t th e 

. fa,f!le m~ar) s,, .trhrs ve ~-y fio ry of 9nefi mt/s ~~t~l , one 

.rla).r rifol ~~- _in .j f dgern~pt ag~¾1!·~ :\ on. _ _ :·~' .. 

TH E 


