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\’ESIMUS was a fervam ('Gi‘ ﬂaﬁre) in the
houfe of oné ‘Philemon. This Philemon -
feems to have been remarkable for being a ‘godd
Chriftian, for the Apoftle Payl yeryparticularly
mentions his ¢ Love andiFaith towards the Lord
]efm, and towards all’ Saints.” 7 Itijis plain then
that Onehmus muft-have had great advantages by
living in"the hoffe of fuch’a mafter; . and oye
would think ghat he; muﬁ have beeir a good Chrif-
‘tiant alfo. :No, -he was far oﬂxprmfe., “He v Was, guite
infenfible cof chis. advantages.t ;Al{hoxkgh thexg is
faid toﬁmhﬁ'ﬁn & aChurch,.""that_ts, e ok—l‘vpalon
~of werﬂnppmfg Canf{lans in th}emgms
Oncfimus feéms o have bee
for it, . He received no' d
attende& reg El {
vct b&a Hea t«@contmaed o J:ﬁc h&rdencdf jhould
i ,nefxmu&“;wa_s very bhﬁld and

thmkf :
lonoram rcfpg,&mg R‘el. gm 1 'q,ffo very carelefs
' -‘:"_’_:nﬁmﬁlon he

about” ity fon that all ﬁ'lC - Spi
recewed Wﬂﬁm go Ln,a cm ;

W ¢r&a§ ‘, one fin co : ; ;i»another,
anéd- a:.»tength his. ht‘art bemff dr v iunj bardened, he
would be rea,dy for almoﬁ any wickednefs. pid
{eems by St Paul's.account; that he. bccame au,un-
faithful fervant,, and attually“tobbed his’ maﬁer,,_.
and that he thenran.away (peshaps.taking hishoety
with hlm) to thie “grear City of” RdmeJ wheré 1t
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"~ would be eafy for Onefimus to conceal himfelf,
juft as it.ig.ealy for a man who has played the vile
“lain fome where 2t a diftance in this country, te
lie hid in London now. ' :

If the prefent flory were to ftop here, . where
then, i» might.be faid, is the ufe of having all thefe
family prayers and this “¢ Church in the . houfe ?”
Why the very. feryants you inftrué will fill cheat
you juft as much as if they were not infttutted,
and it is as well therefore to leave them to go
their own way, ‘without trying tocthake them relis’
- gious.”—1 will not ftop to reply tothis obfervation
here, becaufe, as we go on with the ftory, the ant
fwer will be plain-enough, /i $3ud :

What I have next to remark of Onefimus; is,
that when he got to Romé, he went to hear thé
Apoftle Paul preach. . We are not told the reafon
of his firft attending on the Apoftle. ‘Tt 1s not ini-
probable, however, that fome qualm of confcience
might put him upon this vifit. Methinks I fee him
for a few days or weeks rioting in vice, -Ipending

freely the handful of plunder which he had carried

off, and as his pocket grows low, becoming low in

Ipirits alfo. Atlength his laft thilling is gone. Alas!

he bas no Chriftian mafter to fapport him, no friend

“to pity him—and now having firft doubted poflibly
whether to plunge into fome new crimé in order

to relieve his growing diftreffes, he bethinks him-

felf of what he had once fo carelefsly heard in Phi-

“1emon’s houfe, and fays within his hedrt ¢ well, thera
can be no cemfort, no hope, no chance of delive-
rance for me now, but from the Gofpel.” T think
it is alfo poffible that he might have occafionally
overheard the name of Paul mertioned while fie
y. 38
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was waiting at Philemon’s table, and when pricked
in his confcience at Rome, Paul therefore is the
man to.whom he would naturally fly for relief.

Let no mafter then defpair of being an inftru-
~ ment of good to his fervants, even ‘though for a
time he fhould fee no fruit of his labors) I am
perfuaded there has been many a footman, or ftable
boy, or other fervant, both male and female, who
lias continued  thoughtlefs and profane during the
whole time of refidence in a religious mafter’s
houfe, and 'who neverthelefs has been ftruck to
the heart afterwards, and has profited materially
in the end, by fome hint which appeared to have
no effe& at the time of receiving it.

i But we are next to {peak of a new fcene which
prefents! itfelf.  Onefimus is converted to Chrif-
tianity under Paul’s mipiftry. The finner is con-
vitted of his fin.  Through God’s mercy the Run-
away is arrefted in his mad and wicked courfe.
The poor guilty wretch of courfe confefles to'Paul
this guilt, and through the infinite grace of God in
Chrift he obtains pardon, and the hope of etegnal
life. , i ‘
Here then is a {riking proof of the rich provi-
fion jof mercy which there is in the Gofpel. A
run-away flave and a thief may become a partaker
ofits God can grant cven to the vileft and moit
wmiferable finner repentance unto life; and it is pro-
per therefore, that all fhould pray to God for a
heart to repent, and that no one fhould defpair.
It is plain from many figns that the repentance of
Onefimus was fincere. Inithe firft place I think
we may take Paul’s word that'it'was fo, for Paul
would not have fpoken fo decidedly as he did, if
ke had not firk enquired into the cafe. Noj I
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will warrant you Paul examined Onefimus very
clofely, for Paul’s charity did not' confift in be-
lieving in a good-natured way that every one was
a Chriftian who faid that he was {o0™: on ‘the con-
trary, Paul’s Charity led him to be careful 'and .
jealous left he fhould ‘comfort his flock with a*
falfe hope, or fhould flatter the perfon of: any one.
It made him therefore exceedingly particular in ex-’
amining  the ftate of men’s fouls: and hence it
-comes to pafs that the words of Paul have'fo much’
weight whenever he pronounces any one to be a
Chriftian. - i :

. - But the fincerity of Onefimus’s repentance is
ftill further proved by a circumftance which is':
~diftiné&tly mentioned; I mean by his readinefs to
take Paul’s advice when he bids him go back again.
to his injured mafter. - Now a falfe penitent would-
~differ from Onefimus. in this particular. A falfe
penitent would make a thoufand obje&ions to fuch
a meafure. “What,” he would fay, ¢ muft I go back
to my mafter whom I have wronged? I dare not
fhow my face. before him, nor before my fellow
fervants. I fhall fink into the eatrth when I fee
them. Befides, where is the neceffity for returning ?
I am willing to repent indeed, but may I not re-
pent at Rome? Surely I may be allowed to remain’
here in my prefent obfcurity, for the difgrace of
feceing my mafter and all my old friends again is
more than I can bear, but I will bear any thing
clfe; I will live hard .and work honeftly, and T
will beivery forry for my fin, and I will continue to
attend Paul’s preaching.Surely this will fuffice.”—
¢t But go back again in the firft place to your maf¥er,
fays Paul. Go and own to him what you have
done; away with all this pride and evil fhame which



(063)

is about you. Submit to the difgrace you have
brought on yourfelf, and try to repair the evil you
have done as well as you can, by working hard for
Philemon in the time tc¢ comé: endeavour to earn
far him as much money as you have ftolen from
him, and be not afraid of Philemon’s wrath, for I
will give you a letter to him. Thxs is the proofI
require of your {incerity.”

How wife and.judicious was this adv1ce of Paul
to Onefimus! ¢¢ Whom,” fays he in the letter ¢ 1
have fent again,” that is, whom I have fent back
again in order that he may confefs his whole fault
to you, and return into your fervice. The conféf-
fion of .the fin againft Philemon was better in’ this
_eafe than any .general confeflion of faith, or than
_any plaufible tale of Onefimus’s converfion; and
{o itanay be obferved in other cafes, that a readi-
nefs to go back at all hazards, and to acknowledge
our crime to the perfon we have offended, and to
repair it as well as we ‘are able, is the firf proof of
fincerity that thould be required; whereas an un-
willingnefs to return- implies: much remaining
pride. ofheart, a very finful fort of fhame, a dif-
regard to firitt hopefty, and afear of confequences
‘that is inconfiftent with that faith and truft in Ged
which accompany true repentance.

Onefimus as'I have faid, confented to return ;
- and let us not fuppofe that he is now to be pitied
on that account, or that any great'miferies were in
cgnfeguence about to fall upon his head. No, let”
us congratulate him rather on his right refolution,
for T will warrant. you that after the firft affelting
fcenewas over, he would be much the happierx forit,
and let us remember alfo, that we are to confider
him new as a Chriltian, who has got among Chrif-
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tian. people; . and that he departs bearing in his
hand that letter+of St. Paul- to Philemon which I
- have {poken of, and which forms one of the {fhort
Books or Epiftles of the New Teftament. How kind,
how aﬁe&ibnatq,-v;how;¢0nde-fcending does every
- partiof this Epiftle dppear when it is carefully jexs
amined ! It is a fpecimen of the Chriftian {pirit, and
~we. fhall therefore now turn from Onefimus's cha.
-rafler tto the contemplation of that of Paul, which
we -have here a fine opportunity of con fidering,

- Paul was now grown extremely old; and he had
Afufferedsmuch in the caufe of the Gafpel.) . He was
at thiseyeéry time. a -prifoner, and it was while in
- pridon  andin bonds that ‘he . had preached fo ef-
feCbually to Onefimus. [It.is likewife remarkable
that not only Ounefimus the flave, but that Philes -
mon ‘the mafter alfo, to whom the létter was addyefs
fedy had been, converted through Paul’s miniftry. -
‘Thug therefore; this venerable, Saint . was able to
write with' t;he,amho_rity that, belonged to him both -
as gn Apeftle, jas an old man; and as Philémon’s
father; in, Chyift, as the father in like manner of
Onelimus,,and as a chief fufferer, who was f{oon.
allosa prove anoble Martyr, in the caufe of theiy
© commen: Savioar, |, gtk 165 e 2 i of
.+ Whag theniis the ground which he may be fup-
- pofeditp take in ~drder to perfuade  Philemon ito
fpare;the pods conyerted flave that is fent back to
him 2. {The ground he takes is this:. He- forbears,
he fays, from that lexercifesof his authority which
{uch, a one, as. hé might ufe; hehints, in a moftafs
fefting manner, | how Bhilemon himfelf had Gwed the
life of ;hiswegy- doul fo. the apoftle; and hé thefy ens
treats (,Ifjhilﬁmph, dordove’s - fake; 10 com plyswith/
&{}emmj}t regucl that: is pade to himy briefly .
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timating alfo the worldly profit Awhich' Philemion
would derive from having now a Chriftian fervant
inftead of an unbelieving one. ‘But letus quote
the apoftle’s own words—¢ wherefore,” fays” hey -
< though I might be bold in' Chrift'te enjoin thee
that which is cenvenient, yet,for' loye’s fake, I'ra-
ther befeech thee, being fuch anore as' Pauli the
aged, and now alfo 'a’ Prifoner of ‘Jefus Chrift; T
beféech thee for my fon Onefimus, whom'T have
begotten'in my bonds, which in times paft was to'
thee unprofitable, but is now’ profitable to’ thee
and to 'me, whom'1 have fent again ‘thou’ there-
fore receive him that'is mine own Bowels”” ‘And
then he. adds, ¢ Thou therefore receive him ‘not
now as a fervant, but above a fervant, a brother
beloved; efpecially to ‘me, but how much‘more’
unto thee both in the flefh and in the Lord.” ©

What an aftonifhing difference does Chriftianity
make ‘in men ! What a kind fpirit ' do we here.
wace | How firangetalfo muft all this love and
condefcenfion feem to fome people! A man of the:
worldy whofe férvant had robbed him and run a-
way, would never believe Chriftianity could'con-
vert the man, and would difdain to receive fuch a
kind of letter as 1 have defcribed.’ 'T am per-
fuaded alfo my readers will agree, that a worldly
correfpondent, though naturally ever fo humane,
would be .very far from writing fuch’g kind o
letter as’ this; and certainly ‘ani unrepenting and
worldly minded flave would ill deferve to” have
it swritten.—But how affe&lionately does the a-
poftle ftill proceed—*¢ If,” fays Paul, ¢ thou count
me therefore a partner, receive him as myfelf. If
he hath wronged thee, or oweth thee ought; put’
that on mine account, -1 Paul hawe writtem it’
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with- mine on hand, I will repay -it: Albeit, I.do
not {ay to thee hew thou - oweﬁ to me thine own
* 1glfbefidesy L6 d adi gl b - bluow

And now let it be remarked what a, happy in-|
‘ﬂuﬁ.nce ha,d Chrlﬁlamtv on the whole condition of !
this: poor; wretched Run-away. - He was' finking,4
no douht, into. the lowef dinfamy as well as pos,y
verty, and woe when he firft;iwaited on ; Paul; he.,
was hvmg, I dare fay, among the dregs of the;
people at 'Romeé ;, and if he had remained uncon-
verted, .if e;thea; he had not gone to Paulaerif;
having ‘gone, tp,, b,tm he had again, hardened his
“heart,, and returped to his former w1c1\¢dnﬁfs,,he,
would probably have ended:his’ days on the Cruei-
fix or Gibbet, or at leaft he wounld haye .foon peq;
rithed throygh want, unknown and unregarded, for .
he would have been {wept away among the thou--
ﬂmds .whom. the yice, and - \v1cl<ednef§ of every ;
great. City. .are, centmualiy(, fending 49 - an- un-j
umely grave: A guilty confcience alfo.would have-
baunted  him in his laft hours, and after death he.
muft, have. ftood before an offeqded ‘God, -and,
“atlaft he muft have had, his portion. jn, th@,t place
wilele « there is weeping, and Wal)mg, and. gna{h
ing ofr taethile 4 1 duibaride s

How happy then I {fay, how tranfportmg wa}s thq,
change! The pride of bis heart being firft fub-
dued through that blefled Gofpel which was made
known to him, he returns to his mafter. This was
a great ftep. He returns to flavery indeed, but to
a {lavery no doubt that was extremely mlld and
that {carcely deferved the mame; for he is imme-
diately received even as a BlOthCl‘ into the family
from whence he had fled as a Culprit, and the fame
Epiftle of Paul which introduced him to Philemon,
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would now recémmend him ‘no ‘doubt 1o 'many
members of the Church at ©Ooloflus, swith whom he’
would become united in the bonds of -Chriftidn’
love.. Nay,: if we -believe “the’ veport of hiftory,
his good ¢ conduft as ar{lave foon afterwards gaihed
himn hisliberty, and he'even rofe, as fome have {up-
pofed (though of ‘thisthere may be & certain dégree’
of doubt) to the fituation of ‘a Minifter'or Teacher
in the' infant Ch*lf’uah Church.

- ‘But: whatever “his’ cendmen fhiay have been dur-
ing ‘the remainder "of his days ‘oh édrth, (and it is
indeed comparafuvely of httle"m‘orﬁenf) ‘of this‘at
leaft - we”are furey ‘that ‘*his everlaftifiy hap;,nﬁéffs
was feeured; ‘and“¢hat he 15 now numbered among’
the company’ of thefe "¢ who have wafhed their
garments, and'made them ‘white' in the blood of
the Lamb ;" ‘whofe sfences ift‘this lifé are pardonéd
through the herits of Chrift] and who aré ¢ franding’
before the thraiie '0f God!» ' There the great apoftle
Pauly %m*él‘lﬁs‘ xceHent friend Philemon, and there
alfo the" corrve-rt’eﬂ flave Onefimus, unite with one
‘voice m tbat*tx*rdfnphant fong, (God grant that each
of dsimay ofie’day jdin' in ity) *¢ Unto Him" that
hath’ 1évtéd us; ‘and’ wethed us frém'our fns in his
own blood, and hath made us Kings and Priefts’
unto God and his Fathé’r' unto’ ‘Him bt GToxy and

,'Démmyc}n for ever a’ﬂ’d e{ver Amen,”
' EUa R i _)(":(}r.. ¥ VRrs g b8
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An APQLICATION of the above ~S;o#yi e K

40 the Cafe of thofe unbappy Men and Women, who,
“dtke Onefimus, have _lcﬁp)t,bez'r Home, and have got,
*into a bad Way of Life. SRS B SR N
- THE ftory, which we have related, may - be

ufe'ﬁil to perfons of every claf,s},_, but there is a very

particular application of ‘it which may be made:
to thofe whe, in fome meafure, .refemble the run-
‘away and unconverted Onefimus, P s
-1 mean now, therefore, to: addrefs myfelf to
thofe who, through fome fellg flep-in life, and
perhaps by adding one piece pof mifcondufl to anow
ther, have fallen inte any very diftrefsful and difv
graseful circumftances, I addrefls myfclf more cfpe-
cially to thole unhappy women, who,like Onefimus,
have run away from their proper home, where once:
perhaps they may bave, heard fomething of the:

Gofpel, though they did notattend to ity and who

are now ruined in their charaéter, who are alfo

 plunged by their growing neceffities intoa life fof
open and allowed fin, and are perifhing both as to
body and foul, either in our great towns, or among
the dregs of the people of our metropalis.

I would entreat fuch perfons to confidera littla
the cafe of t,his';-poor Onefimus, ‘at the time he was

plunged, as I have fuppofed him to have been, in

the debaucheries of Rome, and when he muft be
viewed as a run;away, and.even a thief and‘a vas
gabond. - Methinks he refembled, in a few leading
~particalars, what fome of you may be. at prefents
- Now it happened that Onefimus went one ‘day ta
hear Paul preach.. - 'What if you wernefor once in
your lives, to do the fame? I mean, what if you
were to go and hear the preaching of fome faithful
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and zealous Minifter of Chrift, fome follower of
‘Paul the Apoﬁie?’ 1 would ad\nfe you, if you
think of doing it at all, to go on the very next
Sabbath. Oncﬁmus, by ‘hearing Paul preach, was
delivered out'of all his troubles; for he was ef-
fetually converted to Chriftianity ; and who knows,
whether if 'you purfue the fame means, it may not
pleafe God ' to fave you, both body and foul,
in the fame manner. Indeed I can hardly imagine
any other way than that whxch Onefimus attually
took, by which he could ‘have been recovered ;
and, depend upon it, if ‘ever you efcape, and are
reﬁored to'peace, to happmefs, and to fociety, it
muft be by the fame mighty power of the Gofpel.
Would to God, that fome' unhappy creaturey; who
reads this tale, afid whio has imitated Onefimus in his
wanderings, might imitate him alfo’in his repent-
ance. > Would to' God that fome loft theep might
-thus be brought back into the fold of Chrift. Would:
to God, that fome Prodigal’ Son, forinftance, mightbe
perfuaded like the Prodrgalin the Gofpel to repent__’
and ‘retdrn to his father’s hotife’; ‘or that fome wo-
man, whois a finner, while fhe is reading this tale,
might find her eyes begin to ftream avith tears,
like the Magdalen who wept fo plentifully at the
feet of our Saviour, and might, like her, attain to
a comfortable and well grounded hope, that ¢ her
fins, which are mahy,” are forgiven her.
« ¢ But:what can’we'do;” methinks I heara whole
multitude of fuch perfons reply, ¢ We long to be
reftored to all the comforts you fpeak of; we are
charmed at the very #tention of {fuch happmefs, but
we know'not how to get poffeflion of it.” I anfwer,
do theny in alb refpe&s like Onefimus. Take ex-
ample, as far as vour cafe will allow, from all the
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yarious circumftapces which may be fuppofcd tor
have belong:d to his tale. Firft of all, he at-
tended Paul’s preaching, after which, I fuppo{c,
he called on the Apoftle, and told him his ftory.
The Apoftle, indeed, was a poor man himfelf, and
a prxfoner alfo; fo that a little good advice, (whlch
however 'is a very valuable thing) was all that
could'be got from him ; except, 1ndeed, that Paul
bemg acquainted wuh a number of good Chrifs
~ tians, among whom there might be fome rich ones
alfo, ‘he was able to give Oneﬁmus‘a letter, of
Introdution, if he thought proper. The fame
thing, perhaps, may  happen now. If you will
call on fome Minifter of, the Gofpel, after having
for a while att¢nded his preaching, promded he
judges you to be truly penitent, he will Be n-
duced, perhaps, if poor himfelf, to give you a
recommendation to fome Cfmi’uan friend. of his,
to fome capital houfe-keeper, like Philemon.

But, fhall I tell you what will be his dlﬂiculty?
A {ufpicion will immediately arife about your fin,
cerity, and the removal of this fulpicion is the
great thing which you muft aim at., Onefimus
fucceeded in removing ' this I'ufb)luon from the
mind of Paul ; {for, if he had not, Iam A{nre Paul
would never have written {uc‘l a kucr as he, did ta
Philemon.

Let me, then, clofe with a lictle advxcc as to
this point, I me¢an, as to to the manner in which
you muft give proof of your fincerity,

Firft, when you confde your faults towmy one
of whom you afk help, 'do not confels them by
halves. I have known fome pcrfons ackno&\ lcdé,c
a few things which they have, done wmng,,, and
which, mdeed they could not hide, while they
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have been mightily ‘referved upon other points.
They have left out half their ftory, They have
thought, perhaps, to fpare themfelves hereby, but,
in fa&, it has commonly proved, that what was
concealed “was afterwards difeovered, “and they
have been rejeéted, notat all on account of any
- unwillingnefs to help theni, though hitherto ever
fo wicked, but on account of it’s continuing {till
to be impoffible to put any truft in them. One-
fimus, I warrant you, confeffed his whole fin to'
Paul, and was not defeéted afterwards in any little
refervations or excufes, or falfe colourings., =
Again, draw nearer and nearer to Religion. Read
the Scriptures.” Avoid bad company. . Attend dili-
gently on the preaching of the Gofpel; and endea-
vour to make acquaintance with thofe who _attend
- alfo, ‘and who, however poor, are religious. One-
fimus had become one among the litde fociety of
of the ¢ Saints which were at Rome,” at ‘the time
when ‘Paul wrote {o confidently of his fincerity.
“Again, 'put away your pride and falle fhame;
very forlorn and wicked people. are often very
proud, and this pride works in a thoufand ways,
fo as'to hinder their delivérance. Onefimus {ub-
mitted 'to go back to his old mafter, notwithftand- -
ing all the fhame that attended his return; and -
you muft fhiow fomething of the fame temper, if
‘you expe& any one who underftands the human
teart, fo as all Chriftians do, to put conhidence in
your {incerity. : ¢
Again, put your truft in God. Dare to fulfl
your prefent duty; and do not reafon too much
about confequences. God hasall events, and he
has likewile all heares in his hand : and he can and
will take a way for your efcape, as he did for
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that of Qneﬁmus, if you réfolve fully to fenc'
him, and put your truft in him,
" Agam dctermme on a' life' of 'induftry; fm‘*"éi?l
ddlenefs in you ‘muft’ be difhonefty. Oncﬁmir's

'enﬁfﬁﬁﬂ wor]fed even s a flave. 'I hope’ you
have'nd obj ealdnltb o and ‘work any where as &
fervant, and 1o acécpt evér} fhe foweft fervice. T
hop’e too, *od' d;.f?re to bé a very’ diligent and
profitable- fe bne{"mus,” as St, Paul ob-
.ierves ""ﬁiﬁ eé‘n ofite unprofitable, butwas now
| proﬁtabfe " He Beqame a moft valuable’ hard
wc)rkm ‘man wher} Beéamea(fhnﬂlan K
: Bu5 ab‘ove Al ih,lngsQ take care to be what 'you -
wifh' to- appeaf) ‘take care, 2 mean, to be' a rth
fincere and’ teie penitent. “Itis'a {mall mateer 'to
"feem ﬁncere n fhe ﬁght ‘of 'your fellow! crealur@? .
"whcn you té 1ot fo infhe ﬁfrhf of God. The hcart
is dedeieflit; - En{”er, therﬂfox:e, ‘deepl m;o “this®
matter. Counfider your own weakncfs n txrrréspa
'ﬂy from témgtafl,on be' oﬁen on ‘your kncc‘s alfo
confeﬂing yourjﬁn and pra}n;g‘ to God te
“ftrengthen you'by his Holy' Spmt prdy to him,
_1n thoyt,’ f_f_to fearch and to try yo prove: ou, ;
and examine your Ways, to Poogk’ el i thére
_any wa) of ‘wickednefs ‘in yOu, and to lcad you m
,(the way cveria’ﬁmg ‘4 e '
_And now, are you ftill out of fplrlts and’ de-
; ""dmg 1% Do you' ftill think "there is"no friend to
pxty you, no hqlp Near )ou, and that ﬁo Miniftet,
if you ~dhould go to h{m, W taI\e notice of" your:
: caf.c i ivull adc dnother hinton this be_]La.' When
_Oncﬁmus firft' “went to Paul, I daré | fay he' litde
expefled To ch fuch a kind" lctter as e Obtamea
Shall 1 then e‘q)lam to you what’ was the catffe
which made Paul condelcend fo readi ly to this



poor, repentmg finner. It was tth. ?aui was
once a great finner himfelf; he. could r'emember a
time, when (though he never was a thief or a rum-
away) yet he was a hind erer of the Gof ef,,(and
even a perfccutor ano., u( Eaul had olPLamed
mercy.  And now it becamc “the happinels_of his
life to tell of the grace of J@funs Chrift. a U,nto
¢ me,” {aid he, “\who am lefs than the Ieaﬁ of’ alk
¢ Samts,.ls tbks, grace, glven, that { ﬂaf uld pggqc
. among, the Gentiles the unfeanc nable, riches, of
¢ Chrift.” . He thought it ‘the greateﬂ honor in the
wqﬂp to be allowed to, publlﬂx mongth e v& eft

Gentiles, the falvation of the bleﬂ‘e ]efus. So 181t

alfo now. The very. be{’é men on carth, wbether dﬁrﬁ?—
nan Mlmﬁers Qr hn{han People, like T aul owe
all to mercy, an ; ey long® t‘hqr;fore to commend
.you to the fame mercy, and to, ﬁret?hq Out then‘
hand for: yeur relief, i

Learn, then, to under{’cand the true hmdrance to
vour recQVery. It 1s not that;, there arc 1o Chrl'f-
tians who will help you. [It.is fnot thére are mo
means. QJE dehverance for you, ror\ we have {hewn
you that! & if there is a will thereis a way.”, It is
.pot that you are driven into_fin by any 1rrehﬁ1ble
fate, for God is above fate,” and God. drives no
‘man into fin. It is, In fhmt, your own faéﬂtm and
your own fault alone. Elcape, then,~.1mmcd1ately
(Jwe no fleep to your eyes, nor ﬂumber to your
}chds, till you have, taken fome QCp towards 3 }our
ncovcry Rememhvr, in fhort, that if One"ﬁ‘mus
efcaped fo may you and that if you, ufe not the
{ame means, this very ltory of Ongﬁmys 'Ml ()Ilt’:
ddy rife, up in judgement ?%amﬁ Jou.



