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FROM JUDGE RUSH.
T e

Tur law uwpon which I mean now to address
you, is that which prohibits all worldly employment
or husiness on Sunday, except works of necessity and
charity ; and forbids, without any exception, all gam-
g, hunting, shooting, and other sports and 'diver-
sions whatsoever.

But it may be asked, Why- are the hands of in-
dustry thus bound up?—why are the people restrained
from labour upon every seventh day? =

Very good reasons, Gentlemen*; may be assigned
for it; otherwise the wisdom of the Most High would
not have enjoined it at the creation of man; after-
wards made it a part of ithe ten commandsments to
the Jews, and finally continued it under the Christian
dipensation. ; . : Eek i

The gradnal exercise of Almighty Power, by which
this world was created in the space of six days, .was
no doubt intended as. ah instructive lesson to those
intelligent beings who were destined to inhabit it.
Upon the seventh day, we are told, the Deity ceased
from his labours ; and dirvected his creature Man, ever
dier, to consecigte it as a Holy Pay, in honour of
creation; there‘l% to commemeorate the glorious
event. Nor is it possible to cenceive that any means
could be devised more likely to impress the idea that
the world was the work of an Almighty Hand, than
instituting a certain day to be kept in memory of it.
It is therefore reasonable to believe, this was oneend

# This was addiessed so the grand jury of Philadelphias
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‘proposed- by the institution-of the Sabbath: at the
same time, it had'a diréect tendency to banish the
extraviygant notion of the eternity of the world, and
‘to guard against the idolatry of the sun, moon, and
stars; to which, we know, mankind have been ex-
- tremely prone in every age and nation. Thedispute
concerning the origin of the earth, which so much
perplexed and bewildered the heathen philosophers,
s solved in a moment, by the sublime declaration of
the Jewish Legislator, «“ God said, Letthere be light;
and there was light.” |

it is the attribute of wisdom to proportion the
means to the end ; and it is-the character of luofinite
Wisdom, both in the moraland natural world, to
render all his operations subservient to the produc-
tion of the greatest possible good. Man is a com-
pound being, consisting of both soul-and body, and
has the interests of both te provide for; the instita-
tion of the Sabbath has therefore a twotold aspect;—
it-has reference to his present as well as to his futire
state of existence. Itis designed and calculuted to
promote bis Lappinesshiere; mud towoeurei oneider.
Abstraction frem worldly employineut s cnjuined,
that religious worship muy be ebserved. Thereason
explicitly given, why man should rest from his labors
© every seventh day, is, that he may have leisure from
the noise and bustle of the world, for devout contem-
plations, aund for acquiring those habits of piety;
without which, all hopes of future f¢licity, are entire-
ly fallacious. It is in the hight degree irrational
to imagine that religion consists in a few aets, @r in
the cold performance of arvoccasional duty. To the
understanding and good sense of “every man, it is
_ evident that religion is a settled disposition,—a habit,
— a temper, an entire devotion of the heart, to please
that Being, whom it is our highest interest to please
and to obey -+ -+ + = Considering the depra-
-vity of the human heart, there can be little doulit that,
if certain periods had not been appointed by the Deity"
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fot relivious solemnities; -every appearance of public
dnd “social worship would have ‘been banished from
the world. * ‘Absorbed in the busy pursuits of life, man
would soon forget ‘his duty to his Creator, unless a
recurrence of fixed and stated periods had been in-
stituted, to keep in mind his immortality, and to pre-
pare for that nutried existence, for which he is alti-
mately intended. * In short, such is the constitution
~of human nature, and its propensity to keep out of
sight the futare world, that nothing less than the
expedient of appropriating a certain portion of time
* tor the duties of piety and'devotion, weuld be suffi-
“ elentto prevent religion, and every vestige of it, fromn
being totally obliterated from the face of the earth.
Nor is it less undeniably true, that the institution of
- the Sabbath is calculated to advance the temporal,
- as well as the moral and spiritual interests of 'man.
kind. This will appear evident from the reflection,
that in all probability, social and public. worship was
the principal design. of instituting the Sabbath; and
that in the sanctuaries of religion, it is natural to
suppose, those useful impressions would be made that
 have a tendency to. advance the interests of virtue,
+@nd the general happiness of mankind, Here it is
© men are taught thein'duty.to Godand to their fellow-
- creatures, enforced by the powerful consideration of
~<luture rewards and punishmwems. + Here they are
i taught the means of pardon and the method of talva.
- - tion, thro” our great Redeemer. Here they are taught,
~that the design of the great Author of Christianity
' Was to inspire men with peaceable dispesitions,
cand with an utter abborrence of: every species of
« - fraud, falsehood, cruelty, and injustice. © Here they
.are tanghty tbat without © boliness; the strictest
cmorality, ans universal benevolence, future felicity
t1s wabsolutely unattainable ;—here they are taught,
-in their ' intercourse with the world, to exhibit
gentleness and courtesy of manners towards all men :
not. from the ignoble view of acquiring ‘popular
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applanse, but asthe meansof cultivating that affection--
ate and brotherly frame of spirit which is represente
in Scripture as the most decisive eyidence and cri-
terion of love and obedience to the great Parent of
the Universe. In fine, bere is inculcated the practice
of those eminently Christian virtues, meekness,
charity, and forgiveness, as absolutely necessary to ourx
own forgiveness from our heayenly Father. . And can
there be any doubt that the public delivery, and fre-
quent inculcation of precepts so sublime and benevo-
Jent, must have the happiest effect in correcting the
manners and mending the heart, and thus powerfully
sontribute to maintain the cause of virtae and order,
and the general interests of society? Deeply im-
mersed, as the bulk of mankind are, in the laborious
employmentof life, it cannot be expected they should
bave it in their power to devote much of their timeto
the acquisition of religious knowledge. How ad-
mirably adapted then is Lbe institution of the Sabbath
to the condition of the poor and industrious classes
in society! the main design of which is to dispense,
at stated periods, instruction to those who seem to
have no other means and opportunity of attaining it.

Even in the portion of time allotted for religious
exercises, there is'the evidence of consummate wis-

dowm, and an ‘unbounded knowledge of ‘the human
 frame. If less than a seventh part had been allotted,
there is reason to believe, it would not have produced
the slightest effect, either upon the heart or life.
~ On the other hand, 1f a third or fourth part had
been allotted, besides detaching nien too much from
the affairs of the world, it would have left too little
time for their laborious occupations. )

‘Notwithstanding all that has been said in favour
of the institution of the Sabbath, as a mean of pro¥
¢uring'individual happiness and national prosperity,
melancholy experience shews, there is no law of
heayen or of earth that is more generally violated,
This js the more to be regreited, as it seems. to be the

7
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¢onirivatice of Infinite Wisdom to keep up a sense of
- religion 15 our ‘'world, without which, governiment
and morality cannot long subsist. In the present age.
we have not our choice of two religions; for it might
be some consolation, while we ‘are extinguishing
every appeatance of Christianity in our country, if
we had even the' wretched prospect of relapsing into
“the ertors of Paganism.  But the ‘case is otherwise:
forif we 'd'eétl'oy the Christian religion, we shall have
none. It has been often said, the Sabbath'is the
pilladium of qur religion, and that as'this day is ob-
served  or neglected,” Christianity will ‘stand ‘or fall.
if ‘this be really the case, ‘there’is reason to fear, 'it
“wiil not be of long continuance among” us. One
thing, i my judgment, is certain: " If'it does fall, it
will falllike a strong man ; it'will pull down'the pillars
of goveérnment, and bury our country’in the ruins.
Every wicked man is‘an enemy to’ his country; be-
cause he breaks her laws, and spreads the contagion
of vice around him; and because his conduct has a
direct tendency to bring down the vengeance of
Heaven on his devoted country.

-  DIREGTIONS, ot o
FOR ‘KEEPING THE LORD'S DAY.
, BY JUDGE HALE.

’

Children, ‘ ; AN
Haviyg exhorted and required you, in a foriner
Letter, 1o be frequent in reading the Scriptures with
due observation and understanding, which will make
you wise for this life and that which is to come, I
now intend to write something to you on another sub-
Jeet, viz. Yonr observation of the Lord’s Day, com-
-monly called Sunday ; and this I do for these reasons -
1. Because it hath pleased God to cast my lot so,
that I am to rest-at this place upon that day; and the
consideration, therefore, of that duty, is proper for me
and for you: it is the work proper for that day.

\
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Becau:e I bave, by ]onrr and séund experience,
found that'the due observance of this day, and oftlic
duties ofit; bave been of singular comfort and advan-
__tage to me; and, I doubt net but it will prove’so to
you. God Almwhtv is'the Lord of our time, and
lends it to us; and as it is but just'we 'should conse-
crate this part of that tithe to him; so'l have found,
by a strict and diligent observation, that a due atten-
tion' to the daty of This day hath ever had joined to it
a blessing 'upon‘the rest of my time; and theé week
that hath been so beo'u*n, hath been blessed and pros-
- perous to me:—and, ‘on the other side, when I have
‘been neglwem of ‘the diities of this day,”the rest of
the week hath been unsuccessful and unhappy to my
own ‘secular'lemployments; so that 1 could carly
‘make an estimate of my successesin my own' seculir
engaoemems the week tnl]owmg, by thé martier of
my passing of this day: and this' TE de? not’ write
lightly or mconsxder'\tely, but upon a lon" and Smmd
observatlon and experierice. !

. Because @' find’in ‘the world much looseness
and apostacy from this' duty.  People begin’ tb be
cold and careless init, allowing themiselves sports "Dd
recreations, ‘and secular ’empln) ments in it, wrthojn;
anymecessity ; which is a sad epecmcle and an i’y )le-
sage. 'ltconcerns me therefore (who am)ourfnth 2
ds much as I may, to' resciie you from that'sin Whu,}
the examplesof others and the mclination and incon-
siderateness of youth are apt te lead yon' 1010.

I shall, thcre[oxe, set down unto’ you pmtnculafly
these tlnngs . What is the reason’ and groand of
'your observation oftlns day ;—2! Whatihingd ought
not to-be done. upon this’day;—3. AW Rt things may
‘be done upon thisiday ;—4. ' What things bfe neces-
sary to be done;lin‘order to its sanctification.

“Iv Pouching the first of thede, viz. The Reason of
zthe Obsexvanon and Sancuhcatxon of lhlS D(ly and
.the reasons are these == & noiinia

L It is 2 moral duty,( that smee the glorfous God

30>
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gives me my fime,’ 1 should set apart some portion ot
that time in a special manner to his service. -

2. And, because the glorious, God best knows what
portion of time.is fit to be peculiarly dedicated to his
service, he hath, by his express precept, limited one
day of seven to,be thatspecial portion of time which
he would have peculiarly dedicated to, his service.

3. This seventh portion of time; under.the old law
given to the Jews, was determined by the precept and
command of God in the Fourth Command ; and like-
wise by his oyrn example, confined to the seventh day
from the Creation, upon which the Lord rested.

4. But our Saviour Chnst, who is the Son of God,
blessed for ever, .and. is Lord of the Sabbath (Matt
Xil.). fulﬁllmcr the work of eur redemption by his re-
surrection upon the first day of the week, and by his
‘mission of the Holy Ghost miraculously the firs day
of the week, and by the secret message of the Spirit
to-the. apo:tles and primitive charch, hath translated
the observation of the seventh day of the week to the
first day of the week ; which is our Christian Sabbath :
that, asour Chrlstlan Baptism, succeeds theSacrament
of (,ucumcxsxon,-——and as our Christian Paschal, the
Sacrament of . the Eucharist, succeeded the Jewxsh
Pdssover, so our Christian Sabbath, the first day of
‘t];;e week, succeeds the Sabbath of. the seventh day of
theweek ; and that morality, which was by Almighty
(Jrod under that covenant confined to the seventh day,
is, by the example of Christ and his apostles, to us
Gentiles, transferred to the first day of the week; and
that which would bave been mor ally a violation of the
morality of the Fourth Command under the Jewish
Sabbath, is a violation ot the same Fourth Command,
if done upon the Christian Sabbath. And thus you
have the reason of the obligation upon us Christians
to observe the first day of the week; because; by more
than a human institution; the mmallty of the Fourth
Command is transferred to the fiyst day.of the week,
being our Christian Sabbath ; and so.the Fourth Com-
mand is not abrogated, but orﬂ_y the day changed
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I Twis- certain, that what is unlawful “to 'f)e"d(fxle
" wiupon another day, s muck morg unlawfil upén this;
o as Excess and ]ntemperaﬂce ‘and the like sinful a‘nd
: unlawful aetionsi® But furthier: There are mam ‘thilg
that ‘may be'lawfully done on another'day, Wwhich' mrry
-not lawfully be done apon this; and many things that
“are not only lawful upon ariother day,” bt algo’ fit “and
‘decent, which are ‘yet-unfit to'be dons upon this day.
‘Upon other days, we may and 'must eniploy musé’fvcs
inour seealar and ordinary callmfrs s—\we ‘mdy use
vbodxly exercises, recreations, &c.: But 17 hold" these
to be not only unfit; but unlawful to be'used dipon’ this
‘day; ‘and, therefore, remember it. Menv but harm-
less tall\mo' or talking about sports or wonldlj busi-
ness, may be ‘used another day; but not upon this,
Feastings: may ‘be sometimes seasonably used ‘upon
other days but “are not fit upon this day Let only
such- provision be made ‘upon this ‘day as may be ne-
- cessary for.the feeding of the f'mn]y and the poor;
and, therefore, [ hold that’ superfluous ‘provisions upon
this day are to be avoided, as béing unuecessary and
unbeseeming the solemnity of it, :
I1T, What' things may be done this day, is a ques-
~tion of ‘a’great htxtude' because circunmistances are
- mauy that do niuch diversify the ‘dctions of men, and
- many times render-them lawful or anlawful, accorc
g to those varieties of ‘circumstances. qhelefore I
- shall shortly set down those things that do not' of
: themselves~directly - tend to the sanch!matlon of. this
day, that yet may, and sometimes must bé ‘done upon
. this day.  For' there were mauy things that were
- stiietly enjoined to' the Jews in their observation of
their Sabbh: ath, which were ceremonial, and concerned
only that stgzte. and do not oblige under the gospel; and
- many more things they did forbear and count unlaw-
- fu!, ‘which in truth were not only not forbidden, but
‘ubomed and commanded; for- whlul our L01d re-
proves the Pharisees, Md*t 5. (TR T % st 3
: § Woxl\s of a[wsolute necesmty for man or beastc
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w-may_be .done apon ‘the Lord’s’ Day:—and those I
..call works of necessity, which cannot -be done hefore

the day, or after, without .apparent danger, v Ase for

. -lustance, stopping of the breach of a sea-wall, sup-
porting a house, that upon a sudden tempest or casu-
alty 1s ready to fall;  pulling out -an. ox or-other beast
dallen into a ditch: preventing of a trespass, that by

& sudden accident: may he occasioned to my corn; or
“my neighbour’s;. sefting of a broken bone; physic: to

Temove an ncumbent, or imminent disease or paingy
milking of cows; feeding of cattle:. the necessary

.. dressug of meat for the family, and many more in-
stances of that kind: But yet therein, great wariness

--and Jutegrity must be used; for otherwise men, under

. pretence of necessity, will take the liberty to do what

- they please.. Therefore take these cautions, <

.. 1. That is not a necessity that excuseth a work upon
this day. which might have been reasonahly foreseen
and done before the day: as for instance, a man hath
3 necessity to dress meat for his family, which he
,might have provided on the Saturday, and neglects it ;
this necessity will not justify hin, £ fes

(2. Hhat is not a necessity which may be forborn to
be donz. without any absoluterdestruction or loss ‘of
~the thing uatil the morrow. If a rick of hay be on
fire, 1 may endeavour to quench it on the Lord’s Day:
but if my corn be cut, and lying upon the ground on
the Saturday, though the sweather be rainy, or inclin-
ing to wet, I may not make it into cocks, or fetch'it,

- bome upon:the Loid’s Day; because, possibly, Al-
mighty God may send fair weather to-marrow. And,
therefore, in' my forbearance I do two duties under one,
viz. observe his law, and rest upon his providence.

3. Works of Charity.  Relief of the poor; admi-
nisteving physic upon an apparent necessity; visiting
or comforting the afflicted; admonishing the dis-
orderly; persuading peace between neighbours offended,
axl endeavouring to compose differences which re-

_quire not: much esamination, or cannot be deferred
without an apparent danger of greater mischief.
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4. As for the fourth, what is proper, fit, or neces-
- sary to: be done, “im order to the sanctification’ of thig
day, I will set down particularly. - 177 SRR LS

1. T would not have you meddle with any recrea-
tions, pastimes, or ordinary work of your calling, from

- Saturday wight: at eight of the clock, till Monday
wormine.. For though'I am not apt to think that
Saturday night is part of ‘the Christian Sabbath, yet it
is fit then to prep:re the heart for it '

2. Rise early; and when you have made yourself
fully ready, and washed; and fitted yourself for the

~solemnity of ‘the day, read two chapters of the Bible,
and then go solemnly to your private prayer, and
desire of God his grace to enable you te sanctify his
day; and after your private prayer,  read -another
chiapter, and let your reading be with attention.

. 3. When you are in’ the public worship and seivice
of 'God, kneel upon your knees in prayer: stand up at

. the reading of the Psalms, and Lessons, and the Epis-
tle and Gospel, &c.; so you shall avoid offence, and
give the same lionour to every part of the Scripture.

4. Sit at the Sermon, and be very atteutive at your
prayers and in hearing. 1 commend your writing tlie
sermon, because young minds are apt'to wander,
and ‘writing the sermon fixeth them.

5. When the minister readeth any of the Psalms or
lessons, ‘turn to them in your Bible, and go along
with him: it will fasten your attentjon, and prevent
wandering thoughts.

6. Be very attentive and serious at church, use no
laughing nor gazing ‘about, nor whispering.  Sing the
singing Psalms with the rest of the congregation.

=, After-sermon, eat moderately at dinner, rather -
sparingly than plentifully upon this day, that you may
b fit for the afternoon’s exercise, without drowsiness..

8. Atter dinner go to your chamber and ‘petuse
your- ‘notes, or recollect what you remember’of the
serpion, until it be church-time. '

9. If you are well, be siwe you go to church me -
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ing -and afternoon; be there beforé the minister begins,

church, carry yourself sobesly and, reverantly: ¢ Hiwih. g,
- 19, \After, evening sérmion, go.upito your chamber

b2

and, read.achapter in, the Bible; ,t,hen—_;exm_ninep;w,ha;t.j;z

vou: have wiitten, or recollect what you :have heards;

and if the sermon he not repeatad in your father’s house;

but be repeated in the minister’s house, 2o to the minis- -

ter’s hiouse to the 1'ep,etit_-i_0n.of‘.tllc.Sermo,ur,;- G by i
“1Lodn all your speeches or. actions of this day; let

5

f

there heino; lightess, nor | vanitys, but let your actions . -

.

and speechi: be. such as  the, day.is, serioys and sacred,;

tending -to leprn’ or instruct in the: great business of

_your knowledge of v(J,i(i\ki';_?al'l,(i his will, and yourduty..

12: After supper,. and prayers ended in thefamily,

~every one of you goig. to bed, kneel down upon your -
knees, -and desire of God his pardon for what you have

done ;anss this day; and his, blessing. upon swhat you . -
-l - 4

kave  heard, and, his. Qtceptance of | what  you  have. :

endeavou.red;i;‘l,_his-se:fvicc@ VT 3% Anaraen: )

13., Perform . all this., cheerfully; and uprightly, and -

honestly, and count at hot a burden toiyouy for assure
yourselves you shall find..a Jlessing from God in .so

Gle

doing.  And remember it is your. Father that tells you

so, aud that loves you, and will not -deeeives your; and
(which s more than . that) rememrber. that  the éterpal
God hath promised, (Tsa, i, 3,040 f1 1413

v

And  thus -have WLt 4% you of the (Ibservation
of the Lord’s dizy; wherenn, though- Il have omitted. ,

A |

many things . that might nave heen: fit ito. be. mgserted,

you  must-copsider. that. § had but-a smind portion of |

time allowed e to sviite while I lay at an.inn, and:
upon: that dayiwherein I have perforied those: duties
which Linow épjoin vou. - Let the oviginal ke, Jad-up
safely for . your. brother R.: and every ong of. you-take
coples. of | it, that you_ may therehy remember. the
combsels. ofiif il Yovr LOVING TABRER. | .,

7
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and stay, till he hath ended: and,all- the while you are at.r



