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ATURAL hiftory has always
afforded ample employment
for the induftrious, and amufement
for the idle. 1t is a ftudy both
agreeable and ufeful: it entertains
while it 1nftru&s, and blends the
moft pleafing ideas with the moft va-
luable difcoveries. Itincludes every
obje& which the whole univerfe pre-
{ents .to our obfervation; and 1ts
amazing variety fills the foul with a--
ftonithment and delight. ;

It is very natural to imagi%hat
there is a kind of order and't wor -
mity extended through the whole fyf-
tem of things ; and, indeed, upon a
tranfient view of the works of nature,
the feems to have alted upon a cer-
tain plan: we form a thoufand faife
refemblances in her produétions ; we

B2 even
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even compare plants with animals,
and animals with minerals : yet, up-
on a more attentive infpection, we
perceive their mechanifm is different,
- and thelr organization {o various, that
thefe refemblances {ubfift much lefs
in nature, - than in the imagination of
hypothetical writers.

But the infinite variety of the pro-
ductions of nature, creates only a
Imall part of our aftonithment ; her
art, her mechanifm, her feveral re-
fources, nay even her irregularities,
caufe our admiration. Too weak for
fuch immenfity of thought, the hy-
man mind finks, overwhelmed, be-
neath this weight of wonders. . The
great Creator’s hand feems to have
formed not one determined number,
one fettled chain of fpecies, but with
diffufive power to haze fpread abroad
at once a world of beings, fome re-
lative, others diffimular : an infinity
of combinations, harmonic and con-
tradiCtory, and a perpetual alterna-
tive of deftruction and renovation.

What
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What an awful fenfe of the adora-
tion due to the great Creator; what
an immenfe idea of his power, muit
this profpect of the univerfe infpire !
Nor is the ftudy of nature barren
and unentertaining. Difcoveries of
_the utmoft utility are the conftant re-
fult of a diligent enquiry ; the affi-
duous and attentive examiner never
labours in vain in thefe refearches.
But, notwithftanding all thefe advan-
tages, natural hiftory 1s too much
neglefted. The treatifes already ex-
_tant upon this fubject are, indeed, no
little difcouragement.  The works
of thofe who have hitherto written on
Natural Hiftory, are either too volu-
minous to be read, or too expenfive
to be purchafed by the generality of
readers.
We were, therefore, perfuaded that
a Syftem of Natural Hiftory, if pro-
perly executed, enriched with all the
modern: difcoveries, and fold at a
moderate price, would mect with en-
couragement ; efpecially if the ufes
B2 of
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of the various products of nature in
medicine, mechanics, manufattures,
dying, painting, &c. were added to
their hiftory ; as thefe particulars,
though of the greateft utility, have
hitherto been either totally neglected,
or very {uperficially confidered.

“ The great Creator,” fays Dr.,
Derham, in his Phyf. Theol. book
x1. “ did not befltow fo much curiofi-
ty and workmanthip upon his crea-
tures, to be looked upon with a care-
lefs incurious eye, efpecially to have
them flighted or contemned ; but to
be admired by the rational part of the
world, to magnify his own power to
all the world, and the ages thereof ;
and {ince the works of the creation are
all of them fo many demonftrations of
the infinite wifdom and power of
God, they may ferve us as fo many
arguments, exclting us to a conftant
fear of the Deity, and a fteady and
hearty obedience to all his laws.”

Befides exalting our veneration to.-
wards the Almighty, the various be-

- 5 ST nefits
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nefits refulting to human fociety from
this fublime {cience, merit our moft
ferious confideration.

Great 1mprovements have been
lately made in the {cience of Natural
Hiftory; our illuftrious countryman,
Mr. Ray, publifhed his Synopfis at
a period when the ftudy of Natural
Hiftory was but beginning to dawn
in thefe kingdoms, and when our
contracted commerce could not fur-
nith him with the lights we now en-
Jjoy. He could only give defcriptions
of the few animals brought over here,
and colle¢t the reft of his materials
from other writers. Under his hand
the indigefted matter of Aldrovandus
and Gefner afflumed a new form, and
* the whole became clear and perfpicu-

ous. -

Linnzus publithed his firft {yftem
in 1735, which was followed by fe-
veral others, varying conftantly in
the arrangement of the animal king-
dom, even to the laft edition of 1766,
The variations in his different {yftems

have,

3
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have, probably, arifen from the new
and continual difcoveries “that are
made in this {cience, or perhaps from
a diffidence 1n the abilities he had ex-
erted in his prior performances.

In 1751, Mr. Klein publifhed a-
Syftematic Defcription of Quadru-
peds, in the firft order of which he
tollows the general arrangement of
Mr. Ray, but judicioufly {eparates
certain animals which Mr. Ray had
confolidated. He 1s not equally hap-
py in his fecond order, for, as Mr,
Pennant juftly obferves, ¢ by a fer-
vile regard ro a fuethod taken from
the number of toes, he has jumbled
together mofl oppofite animals ; the
camel and the {loth, the molc and the
bat, the glutton and apes.”

In 1756, another {yftem was pub-
lifhed by Mr. Briffon, in which his
animals were arranged by the number
or defect of their teeth. It unavoid-
ably happens that, by this method,
{fome quadrupeds, differing widely
from each other in their manners, are

Q0
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too intimately connected in this fyf-
tem.

Let us now turn our eyes to a ge-
nius of another kind, who has paid
little attention to method in clafling
his quadrupeds: I mean M. de Buffon.
The warmth of his ftile, and the bril-
liancy of his imagination, ‘are inimi-
table ; he has, in the moft entertain-
ing mgnner, given the completeft de-
feriptions of the ceconomy of the
whole four-footed creation. The
mifunderftanding between Linnzus
and M. de Buffon, which has long
{fubfifted, is moft injurious to fcience.
The French naturalift never mentions
the Swede but with contempt; and
Linnzus, in return, never deigns to
quote the Frenchman, fearing he
fhould, by that means, confer on.
him too much honour.

About the year 1760, Dr, Brookes
made his appearance.as a {yftematic
writer on Natural Hiftory, who has
entirely adopted the method of Mr.
Ray, n the hiftory of quadrupeds,

birds,
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birds, and fithes. We cannot, there-
fore, entirely approve of his method
of arrangement, and ftill lefs can we.
coincide with him in opinion, that
copper-plates, wel] executed; are not
required 1n a Syftem of Natural Hif-
tory.

‘Thefe are his words: ¢ Copper-
plates, moderately well done, aniwer
the learner’s purpofe every whit as
well as thofe which cannet be pur-
chafed but at vaft expence ; they ferve
to guide us to the archetypes in na-
ture, and this is 4/ that the fineft pic-
ture fhould be permitied to do for
nature herfelf oughtalways to be exa-
mined by the learner before he has
done.”

It may be neceffary to obferve, that
it is our iniention to purfue a very
different plan : though Dr. Brookes
chofe to have his copper-plates
““ moderately well done,” we are de-
termined that our’s fhall be elegantly
and accurately engraved: we fhall be

' parti-
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particularly careful not to copy either
the doctor’s ftyle, or his animals.
The ingenious Mr. Pennant fa-
voured the world with his Synopfis
of Quadrupeds, in 1771. He co-
pies Mr. Ray, in his greater divifion
of animals into hoofed and digita-
ted 5 but, like Mr. Klein, forms fe-
parate genera of the rhinoceros, hip-
popotame, tapir, and mufk. The
camel is placed in the firlt order
after ~the ‘mufk. . He’ places. the
apes as Mr. Ray has done, which
are followed by the maucaucos.
The carnivorous animals deviate
but little from. Mr. Ray’s {yftem,
and are arranged according fo that
of Linnzus, after omitting the feal,
mole, threw, and hedge-hog.
" Mr.'Pennant continues the herbi-
vorous or frugivorous quadrupeds in
the fame ftation that Mr. Ray aflign-
ed them ; in which clafs he allo com-
prehends the fhrew, the mole, and
the hedge-hog. With refpect to the
number of its cutting teeth, the mole

13
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Is an exception to the chara@er of this
order; but its manner of living, places
it more naturally than with the ferz,
as Linnzus has done. The fourth
fection of digitated quadrupeds con-
fifts of thofe which are abfolutely def-
titute of cutting teeth, fuch-as the
floth and armadillo. The fifth fec-
tion is formed of thofe which are en-
tirely deftitute of teeth. The third and
fourth orders, or divifions, are the pin-
nated or winged quadrupeds : the bars
are winged quadrupeds, and form the
next gradation from this to the clafs
of birds. | |
Doctor Gold{mich’s Hiftory of the
Earth and animated Nature, was
uthered into the world in 1974 @ the
doctor fays his natural hiftory is writ-
ten with only fuch an attention to
fyttem as ferves to remove the readers
embarrafiiments, and allure him to
proceed. ¢ My aim, continues he,
has been to carry on juft as much
method as was fufficient to fhorten
my defcriptions by generalizing them.”
it
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It is evident, indeed, that the doc-
tor has endeavoured to be rather en-
tertaining than fyftematic.

The number of beings endued with
Tife, feems, at a curfory view, to be
infinite ; the foreft, the waters, the
air, teem with animals of various
kinds; almoft every vegetable, and
every leaf, has millions of minute in-
hahitants, each of which is deftined
to perform his allotted tafk ; and
fome are objects of the greateﬁ:
curiofity. But the active and inquifi-
tive mind 1s not intimidated with the
immenfe variety ; it engages in the
tatk of numbering, grouping, and
claffing all the various kinds that fall
within its notice, continually difco-
vers new relations between the feve-
ral parts of the creation, acquires a
method of confidering feveral at a
time under one point of view ; and,
at length, perceives that the variety
1s neither fo great nor {o infcrurable
as was at firft imagined,

e With-
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Without method very httle pro-
grefs can be made in the fcience of
N atural Hlﬂsory, itis that alone which
fixes the attention .to one point, and
leads it, by {low and certain degrees;
to lea.ve no part of nature unex-
plored.

All naturalifls have adopted fome
method of clafling or grouping the
{feveral parts of nature ; ; Mr; Buffon,
indeed, has pretendea to treat theie
methedical divifions with contempt;
but without the aid of [yftem, nature
mmuft ftill have remained undiftin-
ouifhed, like furniture heaped toge-
ther In’' a.room ; ‘every article we re-
quire may be there, but we know net
where to find them.

We hope. to. be. more {yftematic,
without being: lefs: entertaining than
Or. Goldimith,, and have;, therefore,
in general, adopted the arrangement
of our covntr, man, Mr. Pennant 3
as.it appears to us to be the moft
regular and rational, though we hope

o
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to be excufed if we make fome little
deviation. -

We have chofen to print this per-
formance on a fmall type, that it
may be copious without being ex-
penfive, and have embellifhed 1t
with between four and five hundred
animals, &c. well knowing that the
idea of a bird, a beaft, &c. cannot
be fo accurately conveyed by a de-
fcription as by the fhgure of fuch
animals, curioufly and accurately en-
graved on copper.
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AT URA L ARES FORY,

Or QUADRUPEDS IN GENERAL.

F we take a comparative view of
the various animals of the globe,
« % we fhall be convineed that, next
to man, quadrupeds demand thc fore-
moft rank, and confequently ought ta
bc the ﬁ1{’c obm&s of our confideration.

The fimilitude between their firufure

and our own, the inftinéts which they
feem to enjoy in a fuperior degree to
¢ ilc other clafies that inhabit anr and
- water, their conflant fervices, or their
unceafing hoftilities to men, all render
them the moft interefting parts of ant-
', mated nature, and cntxtle them to claim

our firft u-tcnnon,
C3 : It
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It is probable that, in the firft ages
of the world, before thefe animals were
fo completely fubdued as they are at
prefent, they were nearer upon an equa-
lity with us ; and, in fome degree, dif-
‘puted the pofleffion of the earth. Man,
when almoft a favage himfelf, was ut-
terly unqualified to civilize a foreft.
‘While he continued naked, unfheltered,
and unarmed, every wild beaft was a
formidable rival, and the deftruéion of
fuch was the firft employment of heroes.
But when he began to multiply, and
arts to accumulate, the moit noxious of
thefe rivals he banithed from the plains ;
he foon eftablifhed an empire over all
the orders of animated nature ; a part
was taken under his care and protediion,
while the reft fought a precarious re-
fuge in the defart.

Quadrupeds, inftead of rivals, arc
now become the affiftants of man; to
them he allots laborious employments,
and finds them patient, humble, ready
to obey, and content with the {fmalleft
retribution. But the independent fpirit
of thefe animals could not be broken,
without long and repeated efforts. Se-
veral generations muft pafs, before the
favage frecdom of wild animals can be

rotally
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rotally fubdued. Dogs and cats, when
raken from a ftate of natural wildnefs
in the foreft, fill tranfmit their fierce-
nefs to their young : and, though 1n
general concealed, will difplay itfelf on
feveral occafions. Thus not only their
difpofition, but their very forms are al-
tered, by the affiduity and application of
man 1n bringing them up.

Of all the ranks of animated nature,
quadrupeds bear the neareft fimilitude
to man. The refemblance will be par-
ticularly ftriking, when they are taught
to walk forward in an upright pofture,
erected on their hinder feet. We then
perceive that all their extremities cor-
refpond, in a great degree, with ours,
and preient us with a rude imitation of
our own. The refemblance is {o very
ftriking in fome of the ape kind, that
natomifts can fcarce difcover in what
part of the human body man’s {uperio-
rity confiils. }

Upon comparing their internal ftrue-
ture with our own, the refemblance
will appear full ftronger = we {hall then
perceive that they enjoy many advan-
tages in common with us, above the
Jower tribes of nature. However mor-
tifying the refle@ion may be, they are,

like
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like us, placed above the clafi of birds,
by bringing forth their young alive;
Iike us, they are alfo placed above the
clafs of fithes, by breathing through the
lungs ; like us, they are placed above
the clafs of infeéts, by having red
blood circulating through their veins s
and, like us, they are different from
- almoft all the othér claffes of animated
nature, being either wholly, or partly
covered with hair. How little reafon
have we, therefore, to be proud of our
perfons alone, to the perfetion of which
quadrupeds make fuch very near ap-
proaches !

Quadrupeds are lefs apt to be changed
by the influence of climate or food than
the lower ranks of nature ; a furthey
argument of their fimilitude to man,
Birds, it is well known, are very apt
to alter both in fize and colour ; fithes
alter fill more 3 infes may be taught
to Change, and adapt themfelves to any.
cliimate ; and, if we defcend to plants,
which have a kind of animated exift-
ence, their kinds may be readily al-
tered, and brought to affume new forms,
The figure of animals may be confi-
dered as a kind of drapery, which hu-
man affiduity may put on or off: in

man
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man indeed the drapery 1s almoft in-
variable ; in quadrupeds it admits of
fome varlatlon and, 1f we defcend to
$he inferior. clafles of. animal exiftence,
the variety may be made ftill greater.
Though quadxupeds are in general
divided from the various kinds around
them, yet fome are of {o equivocal a
nature, that it is dificult to determine
wnether they deferve to be ranked in
the quadruped clafs, or placed with
thofe below them. The bat, for in-
ftance, approaches the aerial tnbe, and
might by fome be ranked among the
Birds. The porcupine, being covered
with quills, has fome p*etmﬁons to the
fame clafs, as it inferms us that birds
arc not the only part of nature that are
furnithed with fuch a defence. The
armadilla, being covered with a fhell,
might be referred to the tribe of fnalls
or infe&ts ; the feal and the morfe, be-
ing furnifhed with fins, and refiding al-
moft conftantly in the water, might be
ranked among the fithes. All thefe be-
come lefs perfet, the farther they re-
cede from the human figure, and may
be confidered as the lowelt kinds of that
clafs to which we have affigned them.

But,
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But, although there is fuch infinite
variety in quadrupeds, they all feem
well adapted to their refpe&ive fations,
and probably enjoy a fate of happinefs
adapted to their nature. We may fup-
pofe the floth, that is two months em-
ployed in climbing up a fingle tree, or
a mole, who cannot diftin&ly fee on
account of the fmalinefs of 1ts eyes,
arc miferable and helplefs creatures 3
but their life is perhaps a life of luxury;
the moft pleafing food is eafily obtain~
ed, and, as they are abridged in one
pleafure, in thofe which remain their
enjoyment may be doubled. At wortt,
the inferior kinds of animals have only
the torments of immediate evil to en-
counter, which is tranfient and acci-
dental ; but man has two fources of
calamity, that which he fuffers, and
that which he forefees or dreads : he..
would. therefore be the moft wretched:
of all beings, if his rewards were to be
only in this life.

The heads of quadrupeds, though
very different, are generally adapted to
their mode of living. It is fharp in
iome, the better to facilitate the turn=-
ing up the earth, in which their food
lies hid. Itislong in others, to afford

a
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a greater room for the olfaétory nerves,
as in dogs, who find out their prey,
and purfue it by the fcent. *In {fome,
as in the lion, it 1s fhort and thick, to
give ftrength to the jaw, and the better
to qualify 1t for combat. Quadrupeds,
which feed on grafs, are enabled to
"hold down their heads to the ground,
by a ftrong tendinous ligament, which
extends from the head to the middle of
-the back.

In all animals the teeth are perfeétly
adapted to the nature of their diet.. In
thofe who live upon vegetables, they
feem entirely calculated for gathering
and bruifing their fimple food, being
edged before, and fitted for cutting ;
but bread and fitted for pounding to-
wards the end of the jaw. The teeth
of carnivorous animals are fharp be-
fore, and fitted rather for holding
than dividing. They ferve as grind-
fiones 1n the one ;3 in the other, as
weapons of defence. In both, how-
ever, the furfaces of the grinding teeth
are unequal, with cavities' and rifings
which tally with each other when the
jaws are brought into conta&. Thefe
inequalities better ferve forgrinding and
comminuting the food, but they grow

{moother
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{fmoother with age : old animals there-
fore require.a longer time to chew
their food, than thoie in the prime and
vigour of llfe

The legs and feet of quadrupede are
entlrely 11.11t€d to the motion and exer—
cifes of each animal. In fome.they,
are made for ftrength only, in order
to moport a vaft anleldy frame, and
are neither flexible nor beautifully
formed. The elephant, the thinoceros,
and the fea-horfe, havc legs refembling
pillars : were they fmaller they W@md
be unable to fupport fo huge a body;
flexibility and fwiftnefs would be ufel«e{s
to them, as they do not purfue other
ammals for food; and, confcious of
their fuperior ftrength, there are none
they endeavour to avoid. Deers, hares,
and other animals whofe {afety dependg
upon their flight, have flender and
nervous legs. /ere 1t not for this ad-
vantage, th“'x races would be entirel:
extmcrmfhed as they would foon be-
come thc prey of every carmivorous
animal. The means of fafety are in-
deed fuperior to thofe of offence, and
it 1s only by patipnce, perfeverance,
and induftry, that the purfuing animal
can fucceed. The feet of fome, that
: - feed
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feed upon fith alone, are fitted for

fivimming : the toes of thefe animals
are joined together with membranes
like thofe of geefe and ducks, by which
they {wim with yreat rapidity. Anj=~
mals that lead a life of hoftility, and
devour others, have their feet armed
with fharp claws, which fome of them
can fheath and unfheath at pleafure :
on the contrary, peaceful animals
have generally hoofs, which ferve fome
of them as weapons of defence, and are
more convenient to all for traverfing
extenfive trats of country, than the
claw-foot of their hoftile purfuers.
The ftomach of each animal is in’
general proportioned to its food, or the
lea‘fe or difficulty of obtaining it. In
thofe which live upon flefth, and f{uch
‘nourithing fubftances, it is {mall and
glandular, affording fuch juices as are
‘beft adapted to digeft and macerate its
contents, On the contrary, fuch ani-
‘mals as feed entirely upon vegetables
‘have a larg; ftomach ; and ruminating
‘animals, or {uch as chew the cud, have
four ftomachs; all which ferve as fo
many laboratories to prepare and turn
their grofs food into proper nutriment.
 Buffen afferts, however, that in Africa,
| - where
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where the plants afford greater nourith-
ment than in our temperate climates, fe-
veral animals which with us have four,
are there found to have but two : but, 1t
is certain, that the fize of the inteftines
are proportioned to the nature of the
food in all animals ; where that 1s plen-
tifully furnifhed, the ftomach dilates
to anf{wer the encreafe. It is large in
domeftic animals that are abundantly
fupplied ; but in the wild animals,
whofe nourifhment is precarious, 1t 1s
more contracted, and the inteftines are

confiderably fhorter.
All animals are thus fitted by nature
to fill up fome peculiar ftation. The
largeft live an inoffenfive life, and
range the foreft withoutinjuring others;
and are fupported by the pxoduéhons of
the earth: they neither attack nor avoid
the reft of the quadrupeds. With their
ftrength, nature has given them gen-
tle and inoffenfive dlipo{mons ; or thofe
enormous creatures would be more thaa
a match for all the reft of the creation.
Were the elephant as fierce and mif-
chievous as the tiger, what devaftation

might enfue !

"T'o oppofe thofe larger animals, and,
1n fome degree, to pru ent th;,n XAl i
i berance,
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berance, there is a {pecies of the carni-
vorous kind inferior in ftrength, butof
greater cunning and a&ivity. The
tiger, and the lion, lay in wait for the
larger kinds of prey, feize them by fur-
prize, and attack them at a difadvan-
tage. Except the dog alone, none of
the carnivorous kinds will make a vo-
luntary attack, unlefs they have the
advantage on their fide. Cowards by
nature, they ufually catch their prey
by a fudden leap from fome lurking
place ; for the larger beafts are too
powerful, and the {maller too fleet for
them.

It is not without relutance that a
lion will attack an horfe, and then only
the keeneft hunger can compel him to
it. InTtaly the combats between alion
and an horfe are frequent : they are
both inclofed in a kind of amphitheatre;
the lion wheels about as he approaches,
while the horfe prefents his hinder parts
to the encmy : the lion continues going
round and round, gradually narrowing
his circle, till he finds himfelf at a pro-
per diftance to make his fpring ; and,
at the very inftant that he {prings, the
horfe lathes with both legs from be-
hind, and the decifion is generally in

D2 his
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his favour, for it more frequently hap-
pens that the lion is ftruck motionlefs
by the blow, than that he effe&s his
jump between the horfe’s fhoulders.
If the lion is ftunned or left {prawling,
the horfe leaves him, without attempt-
ing another ftroke ; but, if the lion
fucceeds, he never quits his prey till he
tears him in pieces.

But hoftilities are not confined to
the larger animals of the foreft, there
1s a more treacherous conteft between
the Jower ranks of quadrupeds: the
panther hunts for the fheep and the
goat, the catamountain for the hare or
the rabbit, and the {quirrel and the
moufe are purfued by the wild cat.
The deficiency of ftrength in each car-
nivorous animal, is fully atoned for
by patience, afliduity, and cunning.

TFew wild animals hunt after their
prey in the day time. In countries
that are inhabited, they are deterred
by their fears of man, and in thofe ex-
tenfive countries that lie towards the
fouth, 1in which they reign the un-
difputed tyrants, they are difcouraged
by the exceffive heat of the fun. The
carnivorous animals retire to their dens,
as foon as the morning appears; at

which
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which time the elephant, the deer, and
the other inoffenfive animals make their
appearance. But when night returns,
the ftate of hoftility begins : the whole
foreft echoes to a variety of different
howlings ; the roaring of the lion re-
fembling diftant thunder; the fhriller
but more hideous yellings of the tiger;
the jackall purfuing by the fcent, and
barking like a dog ; the hyzna, with a
note peculiarly dreadful and folitary
and the hiffing of the various kinds of
ferpents ; all thefe founds together form

a concert beyond conception terrible.
Beafts of prey do not often devour
each other ; and nothing but the great-
eft degree of hunger can induce them
to it. But, in fuch extremities, the
weakeft affords its antagonift a difa-
greeable repaft. The deer or the goat
s what they principally feek after,
which they either purfue, or furprize.
Among the fierceft animals, the moft
ufual method is to hide and crouch near
fome path frequented by their prey, or
fome water, where cattle come to drink,
and feize them at once with a bound,
The lion and the tiger are faid to leap
twenty feet at a {pring ; they depend
et upon

-
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upon this for a fupply, more than upon
their ftrength or {wittnefs.

There 1s another clafs of the catni-
vorous kind that hunts by the fcent,
from which it is much more difficult to
efcape. All animals of this kind pur-
fue 1n a pack, and, by their mutual
cries, encourage each other: of this
kind are the jackall, the fyagufh, the
wolf, and the dog; they purfue with
perfeverance rather than {wiftnefs. At
firft their prey often leaves them feveral
miles behind, but they proceed with a
conftant fteady pace, exciting each other
by a general {pirit of induftry and emu-
Iation, till at length they fhare the
common plunder. Sometimes indeed
it happens, that the larger beafts of
prey, upon hearing a cry of this kind
begun, purfue the pack, and when they
have hunted down the animal, appear
- and monopolize the {poil. Hence arofe
the report of the jackall’s being the
lion’s provider, but, in reality, he
hunts only for himfelf, and the lion is
an unwelcome intruder upon the fruits
of his induftry,

But, notwithftanding all the powers
which carnivorous animals poflefs,’ they
generally lead a life of hunger and fa-

tigue.
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tigue. Their prey has fo many me-
thods of efcaping, that they often con-
tinue without food for twelve or four-
teen days together : but nature hasgiven
them patience equal to their condition ;
and althoygh their fubfiftence is pre-
carious, their appetites are complying.
They ufually roar when they feize their
prey, perhaps to terrify it from refift-
ance, or to exprefs their joy at the ac-
quifition. In general, they ravenoufly
devour their prey, bones and all, and
immediately retire to their dens, where
they remain inaéive till the calls of
hunger again excite their courage and
induftry.

Some of their prey find prote&ion
in holes, in which nature has direfted
them to bury themfelves ; fome owe
their fafety to their {wiftncfs ; and thofe
who poflefs neither of thefe advantages
oenerally herd together, and endeavour
to repel invafion by united force. The
very fheep which to us feems the moft
deféncelefs animals of all, are not {o in
a ftate of nature ; they have a great de-
oree of {wiftnefs, and are furnithed with
arms to defend themfelves ; they have a
{pirit of mutual defence : the females
fall into the center, and the males form-

3 mg
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ing a ring round them, oppofe their
horns to the affailants. Some animals,
that feed upon fruits, which are to be
obtained only at one time of the year,
fill their holes with variety of plants,
and lie concealed during the hard frofts
of the winter, contented with their pri-
fon, which affords them plenty and pro-
te&tion. T'hefe holes are 10 artfull
conftruéted, that there feems the defign
of an architeé in the formation. In
general, there are two apertures, by one
of which the little inhabitant can al-
ways elcape, when any enemy is in
poifeflion of the other.” Such are the
contrivances of the badger, the hedge-
hog, and the mole. Many creatures
avoid their enemies, by placing a cen-
tinel to warn them of the approach of
danger : this duty they generally per-
form by turns, and they have modes of
punifhment for fuch as have negleéted
their poft, or been unmindful of the
common fafety.

Thefe are fome of the efforts, exerted
by the weaker races of quadrupeds, to
avoid their invaders ; and they are ge-
nerally attended with fuccefs. Thefe
arc the cfforts of inftin& for fafety,
which are in general fufficient to repel
! ' the
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the hoftilities of inftin& only. Man

is the only creature againft whom all
their littlé tricks can {carce prevail.
Wherever he has extended his domi-
nion, {carce any flight can fave, or any
retreat prote& ; terror feems to follow
him, and all fociety ceafes among the
inferior tenants of the plain; their
union againft him can afford them no
protetion, and all their cunning is but
weaknefs. Such as he has chofen to
proteét, have calmly fubmitted to his
protetion ; fuch as he has thought pro-
per to deftroy, engage in an unequal
war, and their numbers are decreafing
daily. :

The wild animal, until he comes
under the dominion of man, is fubject
to few alterations ; in a favage ftate, he
continues for ages the fame, in fize,
fhape, and colour ; but its external
and even its internal form, are altered
by human afliduity : this is one of the
principal caufcs of the great variety
among the feveral quadrupeds of the
fame fpecies.- By cultivation and care,
man appears to have changed the very
nature of domeftic animals; they feem
to have few other defires but fuch as
man is willing to allow them. Hum-

e pLe
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ble, patient, refigned, and attentive,
they fill up the duties of their ftation :
ready for labour, and fatisfied with fub-
{iftence.

Moft domeftic animals appear to bear
the marks of fervitude ftrong  upon -
them : the varieties in their colour,
the length and finenefs of their hair,
together with the depending length of
their ears, feem principally to have
arifen from a long continuance of do-
meftic flavery. What infinite variety
in the ordinary race of dogs and horfes!
the chief differences of which have
been effeéted by the induftry of man,
who has {o adapted the food, the treat-
ment, the labour, and the climate, that
the original defign of nature is hardly
to be traced ; and the tame animal np
longer refembles his anceftors of the
woods.

The favage animals preferve the
marks of their original formation ;
their colours are generally the fame ; a
rough dufky brown, or a‘tawn 7, being
almoft their only varieties. * But in
the tame animals ‘it is otherwife ; their
colours are various, and their forms
are different. The nature of the clj-
mate, which indeed operates on all,

has
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has a particular effeét on thefe. The
nourithment furnithed by the hand of
man, is not chofen to their appetites,
but to fuit his own convenience ; the
climate, the rigours of which he can
foften, and the various employments to
which they are affigned, produce in-
numerable diftin&ions that are not to
be found among the favage animals.
Although, at firft, thefe were acci-
dental, they, in time, became heredi-
tary ; and a new race of artificial mon-
fters are propagated, principally to an-
{wwer the purpofes of human pleafure.
Their very appetites may  indeed be
changed ; and thofe animals which na-
turally feed on grafs, may be rendered
carnivorous. ./.¢ 1 havea feen,” fays
Dr. Goldfimith, ¢ a % fheep that would
eat flefh, and an horfe that was fond of
oyfters.” \

It 1s evident that even their difpofi-
tions and their natural fagacity, are al-
tered by the vicimity of man. In
countries uninhabited by man, and
where they have feldom intruded, fome
animals have been found eftablithed in
a kind of civil ftate of fociety. Re-

e g
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mote from the tyranny of man, they
ieem no ftrangers to mutual friendfhip
and mutual benevolence. In thefe
diftant folitudes, the beavers build like
architefts, and rule like citizens: the
habitations which they ere&, exceed the
buildings of the human inhabitants of
the fame country, both in neatnefs and
convenience. gut when man intrudes
upon their fociety, they are imprefled
with the terrors of their inferior fitua-
tion, their bond of fociety is diffolved,
and every animal feeks for fafety in foli-
tude, where it exerts its little induftry
to provide only for itfelf.

"The climate alfo appears to have con-
fiderable effe&ts upon the nature and
form of quadrupeds. As in man, fo
in the lower ranks, that are more fub-
je&t to variation, the influence of cli-
mate is more immediately difcovered.
Thefe being more nearly attached to
the earth, and in fome degree conne&-
ed with the foil, they are unable to
{hield themfelves from the inclemency
of ‘the weather, or to foften the ri-
gours of the fun ; and confequently un-
dergo the greater change by its varia-
tions. It is a general remark, that the
colder the country, the larger and the

: warmer
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warmer is the fur of the animals; nature
having wifely ordained that the inhabi-
tant {hould be adapted to its fituation.
In temperate climates, the fox and
wolf have thort hair; but in the frozen
regions near the pole, they have a fine
long fur : and thofe dogs, which with
us have long hair, when carried to
Guinea, or Angola, will prefently caft
their covering, and affume a lighter
drefs, which 1s better adapted to the
warmth of the climate.

The beaver, and the ermine, which
are plenty in the colder regions, are
remarkable for the warmth and deli-
cacy of their furs ; while the clephant
and the rhinoeeros, that are natives of
the line, are almoft deftitute of hair.
Human induftry can, in fome degree,
reprels the effects of climate in this par-
ticular. We all know what alterations
proper care can produce in the fheep’s
fleece in different parts of our own
country ; and the fame induflry, is,
with equal fuccefs, purfued in Syria,
where many animals are cloathed with
a long and beautiful hair, which they
improve, as they work it into a camb-~
let, a ftuff well known in many parts
of Europe. . '

& The
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The climate feems to mark the dif-
pofition of the animal, as much as the
figure. What has rendered the human
inhabitants of the rigorous climates
favage and ignorant, has alfo operated
upon their animals. The wild qua-
drupeds are fierce and untameable both
at the line and the pole. Here their
favage difpofitions have not been quelled
by any efforts from man; and, being ftill
further ftimulated by the feverity of
the weather, they continue favage and
untractable. The attempts hitherto
made to tame the wild beafts brought
from the pole or the equator, have been
in general ineffectual : while young,
they arc gentle and inoffenfive ; but
their natural ferocity encreafes with
their bulk, and they fnap at the hand
that feeds them.

In all countries where the men are
moft barbarous, the animals are more
cruel and fierce. Africa has ever been
remarked for the barbarity of its men,
and the ferocity of its beafts : its croco-
diles and its ferpents are as much to be
dreaded as its lions and its leopards 3
their difpofitions fecmn entirely marked.
with the climate, and, bred in an ex--
ereme of heat, they fhew a peculiar

ferocit 3
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ferocity, ' invincible to the force or
- cunning of mankind., Fortunately,
however, for the wretched inhabitants
of thofe climates, its moft formidable
animals are all folitary ones ; they are
ignorant of the art of uniting to op-
prefs mankind.

The quantity of food in any country,
or its nutriment adapted to each pecu-
lar fpecies, ferves alfo to make a vaw
riety in the fize of the refpetive ani-
mal, The beafts which feed 1n the
valley are generally largér than thofe
which glean a{canty fubfiftence on the
mountain. In warm climates, where
the plants are larger and more {fuccu-
lent than with us, the animals are
equally remarkable for their bulk.
The ox which receives his nourifhment
in the plains of Indoftan, is much larger
than that which 1s {paringly main-
tained on the fide of the Alps.

The largeft and fierceft animals are
found in the deferts of Africa, where
the plants are extremely nourifhing 3
and, perhaps for a contrary reafon,
America does not produce fuch large
animals as are found in the antient
continent. Itishowever certain, what-
ever be the reafon, that although Ame-

j i) rica



40 Of QUADRUPEDS in general,

rica exceeds us in the fize of all kinds
of reptiles, it is far inferior in its qua-
druped produttions. The largeft ani-
mal of that country for inftance, is the
tapiir, which cannot be compared to the
elephant of Africa. Its beafts of prey
alfo havelefs firength and ferocity than
thofe in this part of the world.” The
Lion, figer, and leopard of America are
neither fo fierce nor {o valiant as thofg
of Africa and Afia. ' The tiger of Ben-
gal has been known to meafure fous
ards in length, without including thé
tail ; but the American tiger, if it de-
ferves that name, feldom éxceeds three
feet. Mr. Buffon is of opinion thatall
quadrupeds in Southern America are of
a different fpecies from thofe which re-
femble them in the ancient continent }
and there' does not appear to be any
common to both, but fuch as have en~
tered America by the north ; which
being able to endure the rigours of the
frozen pole, have travelled from the old’
world into the new, The bear, the:
wolf, the elk, the ftag, the fox, and
the beaver, are as well known to thé
inhabitants of North America as to:
thofe of Ruffia ; while thofe animals -
/ 1 : that
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that are natives of the fouth, do not in
the leaft refemble them.

Upon the whole, it appears, that fuch
animals as peculiarly belong to America
are deftitute of the marks of the qua-
druped perfeftion : they are, in gene-
ral, almoft defencelefs; neither their
tecth, horns, or tails are formidable;
their figure is aukward, and their limbs
want proportion. Some among them,
particularly the ant, the bear, and the
floth, appear fo wretchedly formed as
hardly to be able to move or eat. They
fuffer a languid exiftence in the moit
defert folitude ; and, in a country
where there were inhabitants or power-
ful beafts to oppofe them, would quickly
be deftroyed.

But, although the quadrupeds of
America be fmaller, they are much
more numerous ; for it is a rule that
obtains through nature, that the {mall-
eft animals multiply the moft. The
goat, imported from Europe to South-
America, becomes much {maller in a
few generations; but, as it degenc-
rates, grows more prolific ; and, in-
ftead of one or two at a time, 1t gene-
rally produces five kids, and frequently
. more. Whether this change 1s pro-
g duced
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duced by the food or the climate, wa'
are not able to determine ; we might’
be induced to afcribe it to the heat,
were it not, that, on the African coaft,.
where it is fill hotter, this rule does:
not obtain ; for in that region, inftead
of degenerating, the goat feems to im-
prove. : ' L
It is however a general rule among
quadrupeds, that thofe which are. large
and formidable produce but few at a-
time, while fuch as are fmall and con~’
temptible are extremely prolific. The
lion or tiger feldom have more than
two cubs at a litter, while the caty’:
which 1s of a fimilar nature, has often
five or fix. Thus the lower tribes be--.
come extremely numerous 3 and, from
their natural weaknefs, were it not for
this furprizing fecundity, they would
foon be extirpated : were the moufe as
flow in prodution as the elephant, their
breed would long fince have been ex-'
tinét.  But nature has wifely ordered
that animals which are ‘incapable of
making much refiftance; {hould have 2
ineans of reparring the deftru@ion which: -
they muft often fuffer, by their quick
seprodultion, «: ‘

The
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"The wifdom of Providence is equally
difplayed in the largcr ammaTs they
¥roduce but flowly, for, as'they require
upport from nature in proportion to
their bulk, they would {oon confume
their own f’cm es if they were more pro-
Tific ; and confequently many of them
would perifh for wart of food, and 11ij
would be given Wlthouf the nemfﬁu
means of fubfiftence. Befides, had the
elephant, the rhinoceros, and the lion,
the fame degree of fecundlty with' the
rabbit, all the arts of man would foon
be unequal to the conteft, and they
would ‘thortly become the tyrants of"
thofe who affeét to call thcmfelves the
mafters of the creation.

Providence has therefore Wlfely ba-
lanced the ftrength of the great againft
the fecundity of the little 3 and has
alfo provided that the larde1 animals,
which produce but few at 2 time, fel-+
dom begin to generate till they have "
hearly acqulred Their full growth, while
tiiofe which Bring forth many, engender:
before they have arrived at half their
natural ‘fize. The bull and the horfe,
for example; are almoft full grown be-"
fore they begin to breed ; but the hog'
?nd the rabbit bccome P’HC 1ts ahnoft

3 as
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as foon as they have quitted the teat,
In proportion to their fize alfo, moft
animals continue the time of their preg-
nancy. The mare continues eleven
months with foal, the cow nine, the
wolf five, and the bitch nine weeks;
The intermediate litters are generally
the moft fruitful in all; the firft and the
laft producing ufually the worft of the

kind, and the feweft in number.
Animals of all kinds, whatever their
natural difpofition may be at other
times, acquire new courage and fierce-
nefs in defence of their young. No
dangers or terrors can drive them from
the poft of duty; even the mildeft be-
gin to exert their little force, and
threaten the invader. Where there are
no hopes from refiftance, they incur
every danger, in order to refcue their
young by flight, and retard their own
expedition by providing for their little
ones. Such as have force and fubfift
by rapine are at fuch times terrible in-
decd ! No obftacles can ftop their ra-
vage, no threats can terrify them. The
honefs then appears more daring than
even the lion himfelf : men and beafts
fhe indifcriminately attacks, and car-
rigs all the can fubdue reaking to her
cubs,
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eubs, whom fhe thus early enures tg
{laughter. | % )
Of all quadrupeds, milk is the firft
aliment, which is at once a liquor both
pourifhing and eafily digefted : in car-
nivorous animals it 1s much mere fpar-
ing than in others ; it is probably for
this reafon that all fuch carry home
their prey alive, that, in feeding their
young, its blood may fupply the defi-
eiencies of nature. R
Nature, that has furnifhed them with
courage to’ prote& their young, has
given them inftinét to choofe the pro-
per times of copulation, {o as to bring
forth when the provifion, fuitable to
the age and appetite of each peculiar
kind, is to be found in the greateft
plenty ; and ‘they in general'gouple at
fuch times, as thit the female fhall pro-
duce in the mildeft feafons, fuch as the
latter end of fpring, or the beginning
of autumn : the ‘wolf for inftance;
couples in December, that it may bring
forth its young in April, the time of.
pregnancy being five ‘months, ~The
mare, which gocs eleven months, ad-
mits the horfe 1n fummer, that {he may
foal about the beginning of May. But
thofe animals, which treafure up provi-
g i ong
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fions for the winter, as the beaver and
Imarmotte, couple towards the latter
end of autumn, in order to bring forth
about January ; for which fevere fea-
fon they have provided the neceflary
Tupplies. Among fome of the domeftic
kinds, however, the feafons for coupling
are generally in confequence of the
quantity of provifions with which they
are atany time fupplied. We may there-
fore make thefe animals breed when-
ever we pleafe, by feeding and keeping
from them the rigour of the climate,
By this contrivance, lambs are produced
all the year round.

The choice of fituation in bringing
forth is alfo worthy of admiration,
Among the moft rapacious kinds, the
female takes the utmoft precautions to
conceal from the male the place of her
retreat, which, when prefled with hun-
ger, would otherwife devour her cubs,
She therefore feldom ftrays far from
the den, and never returns while the
male appears in view. Animals of
tender conftitutions are particularly
careful to provide a place of warmth
as well as fafety for their young; the ra-
pacious kinds bring forthin the thicke{t
woods ; the ruminant, with the various

tribes
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tribes of the vermin kind, make choice
of fome hiding place in the neighbour-
Lood of man ; fome choofe the hollow
of a tree ; others dig holes in the
ground ; and all the amphibious kinds
rear their young near the water, and
accuftom them early to either element.
There is, however, one clafs of
quadrupeds that feems left entirely to
chance ; they have no parent or n-
ftruor, to prote& or teach them the
arts of fubfiftence : thefe are the qua-
drupeds of the oviparous Kinds, or {uch
as are produced from the egg, as the
lizard, the tortoife, and the crocodile.
Of all animals, thefe are the moft pro-
lific ; they often bring forth above two.
hundred at a time; but; as the off-
{pring 1s mMore NUMETOUs, the parental
care is lefs exerted. ‘The brood of
eggs are, without further folicitude,
buried in the fands of the fhore, and
lefe to be perfeéted by the warmth of
the funj and they arrive at this per-
fe&ion almoft as foon as they are dif-
engaged from the thell ; and 1t is in-
deed a general obfervation, that the
more imperfeét an animal 15, the fooner
it arrives to its greateft ftate of perfec-
tion,. Moft of them, without any
guide,
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guide; immediately ‘move towards the
water ; but, in their paflage thither,
they have innumerable enemies to fear:
Birds of prey that haunt the fhore,
beafts, and even the parent animals,
by a firange rapacity, are faid to re-
duce their numbers, :

Providence has ‘thus kindly ordered
it, that the moft noxious animalg thall
have many deftroyers ; were it other-
wife, by their extreme fecundity, they
would foon over-run the earth, and the
moit 1noffenfive part of animated na-
ture would have but a fhort exiftence,
full of fufferings and perfecutions,

Itisnottobedoubted, that the Egypti-
ans have honoured animals with 3 pub-
lic worthip, authorized by the laws of
the country ; their temples were filled
with figures of almoft all the animals
which Egypt produced : thefe animals
were fed and lodged with particular
care ; they were embalmed after thejr
death, and magnificently interred in
the catacombs that were provided for
them ; it was even cuftomary to bring
dead animals from foreign countries,
to procure them in Egypt an honoura-
ble fepulture : at length, whoever had
killed any one of the confecrated an;.

; § mals,
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mals, was punifhed with death. But
was this worfhip a worfhip of God 3
No ; it was only a relative worfhip.
The animals'were nothing but {fymbols,
reprefenting the divinity ; and this wor-
thip was firft founded on that formerly
paid to the ftars, to which were given
names of animals ; fecondly, on a tra-
dition of the Egyptians, namely, that
the gods, when they were purfued by
Typhon, had concealed themfelves un-
der the figures of various animals :
thirdly, on the dotrine of the metemp-
fychofis, according to which there is a
continual circulation of fouls into dif-
ferent bodies of men or animals ; and,
laftly, on the benefit received by the
Egyptians from certain animals. Thus
they paid divine honours to the ibis,’
becaufe it deftroyed winged ferpents ;
to the ichneumon, becaufe it prevented:
too great an increafe of crocodiles, by :
breaking their eggs; and in like man-
ner to the reft.

It is neceflary to obferve, that every
deity had his favourite animal, which
was dedicated to him : thus the lion
was dedicated to Vulcan ;' the wolf
and fparrow-hawk .t llo ; becaufe
they havea tharp and’ rating fight

B the
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the raven, crow, and fwan, to the
{ame dexty, becaufe they are faid to
have a natural inftin& to foretel fu=
‘ture events ; the cock to the {ame, be-
caufe by its crowing it announces the
fun-rife ; and alfo to Mercury, as the
{ymbol of the v'igilance which the mul-
titude of his' employments required ;
‘the dog to the lares, or houfehold
gods ; the bull to Neptune on account:
of the roaring of the waves, which is
denoted by that animal ; the dragon to
Bacchus and Minerva ; the griffin to
Apollo ; the ferpent to Afculapius 3
the ﬁag to Hercules ; the lamb to Juno 3
the horfe to Mars ; the heifer to Ifis 3
the eagle to Iuplter' the peacock to
Juno ; the owl to Minerva ; the vul-
ture to Mars ; the dove and the fpar~
row to Venus ; the halcyons to Thetis ;
the phoenix to the fun, &c.

Tut ) 1O B E.

OF all the quadruped animals, the
horfe feems the moit beautiful ; he
is .alio the mof’r generous and ufe-
ful of quadrygp@fise.  docile, {pirited,
and yet obedj fdapted to all pur-

' potes,
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pofes, the chafe, the draught, and the
vace. This animal is produced in moft
parts of the world, To have an 1dea
of this noble animal in his native fim-
plicity, we muft not look for him in
the paftures or the ftables, but in thofe
wild and extenfive plains where he has
been originally produced, where he
ranges without controul. In this happy
ftate of independence, and, rioting 1R .
all the variety of luxurious nature, he
difdains the affiftance of man, which
only tends to0 feryitude, In thofe
boundlefs trafts whether of Africa or
New Spain, he is not incommoded with
the inconveniencies to which he 1s fub-
jeé in Europe. His wants are fupplied
with the continual verdure of the field,
and the climate, which 1s a firanger to
winter, fuifs his g:o'11f'titution, naturally
adapted to heat, His engmies are few,
for none but the larger kinds of ani-
mals will ventore to attack himj any
one of which he 1s fingly able to over-
come ; but he fecures his fafety in
fociety 3 for in thofe countries the wild
horfes always herd together, and are
often fcen feeding in affemblies of five
or fix hundred. & : g

« F 2 1 AA:S



82T 7%e HowrsE,

As they are harmlefs animals, they
are fatisfied to remain entirely upon the
defenfive, The paftures abundantly
fupply them with food, and all other
precautions arc purely for their fecurity
in cafe of a furprize. Whenever they
fleep in the forefts, one among their
number performs the office of centinel,

to give notice of any approaching dan-
ger; and this office they exccute by
‘turns. If; while they are feeding by
‘day, a man approaches them, their
~centinel boldly walks towards him, as
if he meant to examine his ftrength,
‘or to intimidate him from proceeding.
If the man advances within piftol-thot,
the centinel alarms his fellows by a
loud kind of {norting, upon which the

all take the fignal, and fly off with the
rapidity of : the ‘wind ; “their faithful
centinel always bringing up the rear *,

Although the horfe is found in almoft
all countries, itis evident that the colder
climates do not agree with his confti-
tution ; his form 1is altered there, and
he is found not only diminutive, but
ill-thaped. We have the tetimony of . .
the ancients that there were wild horfes

* Labat, tom. vii,
once
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once in Europe ; at prefent, however,
they are totally brought under fubjec-
tion ; and even thofe in America are
of a Spanith breed ; which were {ent
thither upon its Gieft difcovery, and,
becoming wild, have fplead over all thc
fouth of that V'lfc continent, almoft to
the ftreights of Muoellan. Theie are,
an genelal 2 fmall breed, of about
fourteen hapds high, and mdlfferemly
dhaped : they are eaﬁly tamed, the
horfe being naturally a gentle comply-
ing crcatule, and refifts rather from
fear than obftinacy. If they happen
to be fet at liberty they never become
wild again, but “know their maﬂexs,
and obey their call,

American horfes, however, cangot
properly be ranked among the wild
races, being originally b1ed from fuch
as were tame. We muft look into the
old world for this animal, if we would
fee him in a true ftate of nature ; 1n
the extenfive deferts of Africa, in Ara-
bia, and thofe vaft countries that fe-
parate Tartary, from the more {fouthern
nations. Lqr”e afiemblies of thefe ani-
mals are feen wild ¢ among the Tartars :
thcy are fmall and D)ftle'nely fwift.

o the north of Chma, there are alfo

pew great
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reat numbers of wild horfes, but they
are fmall, and of a weak and timid
breed.

There are alfo confiderable numbers
of horfes in a ftate of nature, at the
Cape of Good Hope, but they are finall,

‘vicious, and untameable. In feveral
parts of Africa they are likewife found;
but the wretched inhabitants are either
ignorant of their ufes, or know not how
to tame them. They feem to confider
the horfe rather in the light of a dainty
for food, than a ufeful creature, capa-
ble of aflifting them either in war or
labour ; and whenever the natives of
Angola or Caffraria catch an horfe,
they butcher him for food.

But, of all the wild horfes, Arabia
produces the moft beautiful breed ; the -
moft generous, fwift, and perfevering :
but, though they are beautiful and
a&tive, they are {fmaller than thofe that
arc bred up tame; their colour is brown,
their mane and tail very fhort, and the
hair black and tufted. Their fwiftnefs
is incredible, and the only method of
taking them is by traps concealed in
the fand, which, entangling their feet,
the hunter approaches them, and either
kills or carries them home alive. If

the

Ln
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the horfe be young, the Arabians feaft
upon him, and confider him as the
greateft delicacy : but if, from his thape
and vigour, they are of opinion he will
be {erviceable in his more noble capa-
city, they tame him by fatigue and
hunger, and he foon becomes an ufeful
domeftic animal. )

At preient, however, the horfes thus
caught are but very few ; the value of
Arabian horfes, in every part of the
world, has thinned the deferts of the
wild breed ; and there are very few to
‘be found in thofe countries, except
fach as are tame. Hiftorians inform
us, that the Arabians firt began the
management of horles in the time
of Sheque Ifmael. Before that period
they wandered wild along the face of
the country, ufelefs and negleéed ; the
natives then firft began to tame their
fiercenefs, and to improve their beauty :
they now poflefs a race of the moft
beautiful horfes in the whole world,
with which they drive a confiderable
trade, and furnifh the ftables of princes
at immoderate prices.

_Almo{‘c the pooreit among the Ara~r
bians is provided with his horfe; 10
their ordinary excurfions they generally

make
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make ufe of mares; experience having
taught them that they endure hunger,
thirft, and fatigue better than the
horfes : they are alfo lefs vicious, of a
gentler nature, and more harmlefs a-
mong themfelves ; not being {0 apt to
Kick or hurt each other.

The Arabians, having no other houfe
but a tent to live in, that alfo ferves
them for a ftable; fo that the hufband,
the wife, the children, the mare, and
the foal lie indifcriminately together 3
the little children are frequently feen
upon the body or the neck of the mare,
while it continues harmlef(s and inoffen-
five, permitting them to play with it
without injury. The Arabians never
beat their horfes ; they treat them gent-
ly, and confider them as friends. The
Arabian horfes are of a middle fize,
eafy in their motions, and rather in-
clined to lean than fat. Every morn-
ing and evening they are drefied with
the greateft care, and they have no-
thing to eat during the whole day ;3
they are permitted to drink once or
twice ; and at {un-fet a bag is hung to
their heads, containing about half a
buflrel of clean barley. Thty con-
‘tinue eafing the whole night, and the
' : bag

~
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bag is taken away in the morning. In
the beginning of March, when the
grafs is pretty high, they are turncd
~out to pafture ; from whence they are
‘taken when the fpring is paft, and they
‘eat neither grafs nor hay during the reft
of the year ; barley is their only food,
 except now and then a little ftraw.
 Senfible of the great advantage their
horfes are to the country, the Ara-
bians have made a law, prohibiting the
_exportation of the mares, and thofe
frallions that are brought into England,
arc generally purchafed on the eaftern
thores of Africa, and come round to us
by the Cape of Good Hope. ‘They
are in general about fourteen hands, or
fourteen hands and an half high; their
‘motions are more graceful, and they
‘are {wifter than our own horfes; but
their fpeed is irregular, and they can-
not endure fo much fatigue : they are
neverthelefs confidered as the firft and
fineft breed in the world; and that
from which all others have derived
their principal qualifications. Yosias
probable that Arabia is the original
country of horfes ; for there, inftead
of crofling the breed, they are careful
to preferve it entire. In ather coun-
tries
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tries. they contmually cha'lge ‘their
races;, or-their horfes would ioon dege-
nerate; but, in Arab;a, the fame blood
has paﬁ"ed down through a long fuccef-
fion, without any dumnut)oq zither of
ﬁ:rencrth or beaunty,

This race of hories has fpread itfelf
into. Barbary, among the Moors, and
has even extended 1t1e‘~f acrofs det vaft
eontinent to-the weftérn: thores of  A-
frica. The Arabian bréed has alfo been
diffufed mnto Egypt, and even into Per~
fia'; where, as we are told by I‘ﬁzir;cus_
Paulus, there are ftuds of ten thowiand
white mares all together, which are
very fleet, and their hoofs are io hmd
that fhoemcr 1s wnneceffary. In theft
countries, the horfes generally rccch
the {fame treatment as in Arabia, ex-
cept: that they are littered upon a Mg
of their own durg, dried in the fun,
and then reduced to ‘powder.

In Numidia, however, the race of
horfes 1s much de generated ; the Tuarks
havmg dhcouraged the "natives flom
Keeping their breed up, by feizing up=-
on all the good horfes, without be -ftow-
Ing on the owners the imalle{’c gra-
tu*ty

The
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‘The Spanith genette is, in general,
ranked next to the barb. Thele horfcs
are fmall, but extremely {wift and
beautiful.  Their moft 'u(}l{lal colour 1s
black, or a dark bay. They are all
‘branded on the buttcck with the name
of the owner; and thofe of the pro-
vince of Andalufia are efteemed the
beft. They arc faid to have courage,
obedience, grace, and {pirit, in a greater
degree than even the barb; and bave
therefore been preferred as war horfes
to thofe of any other countrys

The Italian horfes are not fo beauti-
ful now as they were formerly, for
the Italians have greatly negleéted the
breed : but there are ftill fome beauti-
ful horfes, particularly among the Nea+
politans, who ufe them principally for
draught.” In general they have large
heads, and thick mnecks, are reftive;
and confequently ungovernable.. They
are, however, large, ipirited, and have
agraceful cafy motion. = They are very
fond of prancing ; and are excellent for
thew.

The Danifh horfes are of a large
firong make, and are preferred to all
others for draught. Some of them
are well fhaped, but in general they

have
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have a thick neck, heavy fhoulders, 2
long hollow back, and a narrow croup 3
however they all move well, and are
excellent both for war and parade.
They are of all kinds of colours, and
often very whimfical ones, fome of
them being mottled like the leopard, or
ftreaked like the tiger.

The German horfes, although origi-
nally from Arabian and Barbary ftocks,
appear to be fmall and ill thaped ; they
are alfo faid to be weak and wathy, and
to have very tender feet. The Hun-
garian horfes are excellent both for the
draught and faddle. The huffars, who
ufe them in war, ufually flit their nofes 3
for what purpofe we know not, ‘al-
though fome affert it is to prevent their
neighing.

The Dutch breed is good for the
draught, and is ufed all over Europe
for that purpofe : the province of Friez-
land produces the beft. They are much
fuperior to Flanders horfes, the latter
having generally large heads, flat feet,
and {fwollen legs. :

The French have various kinds of
horfes, but very few that are ‘good.
Their beft horfes come frem Limofin ;
they have a ftrong refemblance to the

: barb ;
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barb; and, like them, are excellent for
the chace, but they are a long time in
arriving to perfeétion : whilft they are
young, they muft be conduéted with

eat care, and they are not backed
until they are eight years old. Nor-
mandy furnifhes good horfes, but they
are better for war than for the chace.
French horfes are ufually heavy fhoul-
dered, which is oppofite to the fault of
the barb, which-is thin in the thoulder,
and confequently apt to be fhoulder-
flipt.

Iit is faid there are very good horfes
in the iflands of the ‘Archipelago.
Thofe of Crete were greatly efteemed
among the ancients, for their ftrength
and {wiftnefs ; at prefent, however,
they are but little ufed even there, the
country being uneven, rocky, and
mrountainous. The original horfes of
Morocco are much finaller than the
Arabian breed, but. they are very
flect and vigorous. Horles of almoft
every race may be found in Turkey ;
Arabians, Tartars, Hungarians, and
thofe natural to the place. The latter
arc extremely beautiful and elegant ;
they have a great deal of fir¢ and {wift-
nefs, and yet are very obedient; but

they
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they cannot fupport fatigue. ‘The Per-
fian horles are, im gencral the moft
beautiful and moft valuable of any in
the ©aft.. Great numbers of theny are
annually tranfported into Turkey, but
chiefly into the Eaft-Indies; but tra-
vellers all agree that they are ‘not to be
compared to the Arabian horfes, either -
for courage, firength or beauty.

- The horfes of India are of a’ very in-
different kind.  Thofe ufed by the
grancees up the -country come from
Arabia and Perfia; they are fed fpa-
ringly with hay in the day time, and at
night with boiled peas, mixed with
fugar -and butter : this neurithment
firengthens and fupports them ; other-
wife they would foon degenerate, the
heat of the climate being againft them.
Thote which naturally belong to the
country, are very {mall and vicious.
‘Taverner informs us they arefo very lit-
tle, that the youngnmiogul prince, when
he was but feven years of age, rode
one of thofe little horfes, that fearce
exceeded a greyhound in fize y and one
of thefe was very lately brought over
into this' country, as a prefent to our
queen, that is not above nine hands
high, and very little larger than a com-
: 4. mon
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mon maftiff. The hoifes of the Gold-
Coaft, and of Guinea, are very 1mad
butextremely docile.
~+ The horfes of China are not fuperior
o thofe of India: they are {mall,
weak, ill-thaped, and timid. Thofe
-of Coxea are not above three feet high';
and fo tumorous that they cannot be
rendered ferviceable in war; it may,
therefore, with propriety, be faid, that
sthe Tartar horfes were, 1n-real 1ty, the
conquerors of China. ' Thete are in-
-decd extremely 1exv1cbao‘e in war ; and
although they arebut of a midc dle fize,
they arefurprizingly ,)duent Vlcrorous,
bold, and fwift. The Tartars and their
horics live together almoft in the {fame
gnanner as the Arabizns o' Lhey begin
to back them when tu) ftr: but feven
or eight months old, placing their chil-
dren upon them, who manage them
even at that early age. Thus they
break them, by c‘w,ces till at laft,
. vmen they are about fix or feven years
- old, they are able to endure great hard-
thips.; they have been known to march
two or three days without ftopping ;
to continue five or fix without any pro-
vifions, except an handful of grais at
every c:ghthours, andtoremalin twenty
G 2 four
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four hours without drinking. ‘Thefe
horfes, however, lofe all thejr ftrength
when they are brought into China or
the Indies; but they rather improve in
Perfia and Turky. There are alfo
fome fine horfes in Circaffia and Min-
grelia ; and fome which are greatly
efteemed in the Ukraine, in Wallachia,
Poland, and Sweden ; but we have no
particular account of them.

In Great Britain, the breed of horfes
is as mixed as that of its inhabitants,
From the frequent introdu@ion of fo-
reign horfes, we can boaft of 1 greater
variety than any other country ; few
other kingdoms produce more than ope
kind, but ours, by a judicious mixture
of the feveral fpecies, by the variety of
our foils, and by our fuperior {kill n
management, may triumph over the reft
of Europe, 1in having brought this no-
ble animal to the higheft degree of per-
feCtion. An Englifh horfe is known
to excel the Arabian in fize and fivift.
nefs ; to be more durable than the barb ;
and more hardy than the Perfian, The
famous horfe Childers was an amazing
inftance of rapidity ; he has ran eighty-
two feet and a half in a fecond, or al-
moft a mile in a minute: the fame

horfe
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horfe has run round the courfe at New-
Market, which is only four hundred
yards lefs than four miles, in {ix mi-
nutes and forty feconds. Tt i1s; how-
ever, remarkable, no  other horfe has
fince been able to equal him ; and thofe
of his breed have been remarkably de-
ficient. '

This kind of horfes derive their ori-
oin from Arabia j the feat of the pureft
and moft generous breed. The hunter
i1s a happy combination of the former
with others of fuperior {trength, but
inferior in fwiftnefs and lincage : this
1s a neceflary union ; for the fatigues
“of the chace require the {pirit of the
one, .as well as the vigour of the other
to fupport it, :

No other country can produce a
breed. of horfes, equal in ftrength and
fize to ours, which are deftined for the
draught, ‘or to the united firength and
activity of thofe that form our cavalry.
in London there are jnftances of “a
fingleshorfe that has been dble to draw,
tor a {mall fpace, the weight of three
tuns 5 but could eafily draw half that
weightfor a continuance. It has been
ufual for the pack-horfes of Yorkfhire
to carry a burden of four hundred and

G 3 twenty
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twenty pounds; and that over the high-
eft hills of the north, as well as the
moft level roads. Some of our mill-
horfes will carry at one load thirteen
meafures, which, at a moderate compu-
tation of feventy pounds each, will
amount to nine hundred and ten. When
it is confidered that thefe horfes are ac-
cuftomed to the weight by degrees, it
will appear lefs furprifing : it muft alfo
be remembered that they travel only to
and from the adjacent hamlets.

The increafe of our inhabitants, and
the extent of our manufattures, toge-
ther with the negleét of internal navi-
gation, occafioned the number of our
horfes to be multiplied : an excefs of
wealth increafed the luxury of car-
riages, and added to the neceflity of an
extraordinary culture of thefe animals :
~ the reputation they have acquired a-
broad, has alfo made them a branch of
commerce, and proved an additional
caufe of their great encreafe.,

When foreigners, particularly the
French, defcribe our breed, they men-
tion, as a defe&, the aukward motion of
our horfes; they admit them to be
good; but will not allow them an ealy
or an elegant carriage, But they do

not
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not confider that this feeming want of
grace, is-entirely the refult of our man-
ner of breaking them. Speed 1s what
we confult in this animal’s motions ;
the French, and other nations, pay
more attention to parade and fpirit.
We always throw our horfes for-
ward, while they put them upon their
haunches ; we teach them an eafy {wift
method of going, that covers a great
deal of ground: on the contrary, they
throw them back, which certainly gives
them a <more fhowy appearance, but
makes them infinitely lefs ufeful.  From
our manner of breaking it muft be ac-
knowledged, that the horfe 1s {fome-
times apt to fall forward; the French
managed horfe never falls before, but
generally on one fide. It would cer=
tainly be no difficult tafk to give our
horfes all that grace which foreigners
are fo fond of ; but it would remder
them lefs fwift and durable.

But foreigners in general have now
perceived their error, and our Englhith
hunters are confidered as the moft ufe-
ful horfes in the world. Numbers of
geldings are fent over to the continent,
and fell at very large prices : there 1s
indeed a law prohibiting the exporta-

5 tion
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tion of our mares and ftallions ; .and
even fo early as the times of Athelftan
their exportation was prohibited, except
they were intended as prefents.
Although horfes are endowed with
vaft ftrength and great powers, they
feldom exert either to the prejudice of
their maflers; on the contrary, they
will endure the greateft fatigues for our
benefit. * They have a benevolent dif-
pofition, and a fear of the human race,
together with a certain confcioufnefs of
the fervices we can render them. The
hoofed quadrupeds are, in general, do-
mettic, neceflity compelling them to
feek our protettion ; wild animals are
turnithed with feet and claws, adapted
to the forming dens and retreats from
the inclemency of the weather ; but
the former are obliged to run to us for
artificial fhelter, as nature, 1n thefe
climates, cannot fupply them with ne-
ceflary food throughout the year,
Providence hath admirably adapted
the feveral fervices of domeftic animals
towards the human race ; and ordered
that the parts of {uch, which have been
moft ufeful during their lives, .fhould
contribute the leaft to onr benefit after
death. The principal ufe that the fkin
A, of
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of the horfe can be applied to, is, for
collars, traces, and other parts of the
‘harnefs ; and thus, even after death,
he plefelvcs fome m'ﬂovy to his former
employ. The mane 1s ufed in making
perukes, and the hair of the tail for
bottoms of chairs, ‘floor-cloths, cords,
and lines for the angler. To fum up
the account of this noble and generous
animal, 1t 1s certain, that every coun-
try which boafts of a fine race of horfes,
1s indebted to Arabia, their primceval
{eat.

The horfe was dedicated to Mars, as
the god of battle. The fight of a horfe
was an omen of war, becaufe it was a
martial animal. Aneas had {carce fet
foot in Italy, when the firft omen he
faw was four white horfes feeding in a
meadow ; immediately Anchifes cried
o] < o) foreign country, thou threat-
eneft wat acaintt us !”

The Perfians, Armenians, and Maf-
fageta, {acrificed horfes to the Sun,
The SueVJ, an ancient people of Ger-
many, fays Tacitus, {upported white
horfes in the facred woods, at the
public charge, from whom they drew
omens ; no body was permitted even
to touch them : the prieft with the

Pl’lllCC
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prince of the nation alone faftened them
to a confecrated chariot, accompanied
them, andobferved their neighings and
tremblings. There was no omen to
which, not only the people, but alfo
the priefts and the chiefs of the nation,
gave greater credit.

o e e

FROM the great refemblance there
1s between the horfe and the afs, we
might, at firft fight; be induced to fup-
pole them of the {ame {pecies; and that
the afs was only an horfe degenerated. s
but they are certainly difin&, and .an
infeparable line is drawn between them ;
for the mule they produce is barren,
awhich appears to be a barrier between
every fpecies of animals. Nature has
providently ftopped the fruitfulnefs of
thefe ill-formed produétions, to pre-
ferve uncontaminated the form of every
animal :. without this regulation, the
races would, 1n a fhort time, be mixed
with each other every creature would
lofe its original perfetion and degene-
rate. :

The
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~ The horfe and the afs are of two
diftin& kinds, different in their na-
tures, though fo nearly approaching in
form : both races would foon be ex-
tinguifhed, if there were but one of
each kind. The refemblance between
the fheep and the goat.is not {o great as
that between the horfe and the afs, and
yet the former produce an animal that
1s not barren, but foon re-produces an
~offspring refembling the theep; while
the mule 1s marked with certain fteri-
lity. The goat and the fheep are there-
fore of one kmd although their figures
are fo very dlﬂ'"exent but the horfe and
the afs, though near] alike in form,
are perfeétly Jiftiné&. ~ Ariftotle indeed
has faid that their male is fometimes
prolific, but this has not been conﬁlmed
by any other teftimony.

But, in order to elucidate the {ub-
7e&t, let it be obferved, that the twe
dnimals are found in a ﬁate of ‘nature
- entirely different. The peculiarities in
the onager, or wild afs, are more dif-
tin€tly marked than in thofe of the
tame one. Had it been an horfe de-
%{encmted, the refemblance would be
ronger between them, the higher
we went to the ouiginal ftock, from

whence
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whence both have been fuppofed to be
fprung. On the contrary, the wild afs
appears ftill more different from the
horfe, and to have even a natural aver-
fion to it.  Some writers hdve very im-
properly confounded the wild afs with
the zebra, for they are of a very dif-
ferent {pecies. The wild afs is not
{treaked like the zebra, nor is his form
fo beautiful : his figure refembles that
of the common afs, except that he is
of a brighter colour, and has a white
lift extending from his head to his tail.
This animal is found wild in many
iflands of the Archipelago ; and there
are many in the deferts of Lybia and
Numidia, that run with amazing {wift-
nefs. When they behold a man, they
fet up a moft horrid braying, and ftop
thort all together till he approaches
near them, and then all run oftf with ex-
traordinary fpced ; and upon fuch oc-
cafions, they generally fall into tha
traps thatare prepared for them. Their
flefh, by the natives, is confidered as
delicious eating, and of their {kins that
kind of leather is made which is called

fhagreen.
The afs was originally imported into .
America by the Spaniards, and after-
wards
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wards by other nations. Where they
have run wild, they have multiplied in
fuch numbers, that in fome places they
are become a nuifance. Ulloa informs
us that, in the kingdom of Quito, the
awners of the grounds-where they are
bred, permit any perfons to take away
as many as they can, on paying a finall
confideration, in proportion ta the num-
ber of days their {port continues, Their
manner of catching them 1s remiarka-
ble. A number of perfons go on horfe-
back, attended by Irdians on foot. At
proper places they form a circle, in
order to drive them into fome valley,
where, at full fpeed, they throw the
noofe, and endeavour to halter them :
theanimals, finding themfelves enclofed,
make furious efforts to efcape; and if

‘only one happens to force his way

through, they all follow with an im-
petuofity thatisirrefiftible.  But, when
they are noofed, the hunters throw
them down and fecure them with fet-
ters, and they are left till the chace ig
over,

When attacked, thefe animals de-
fend themfelves with their heels and
mouth with fuch aéivity, that, with-
put flackening their pace, they often

: - malm

oo



g The Ass:

maim their purfuers: they have all the
fwiftnefs of horfes, and neither decli-
vities nor precipices can retard their
career. Itis, however, extremely re-
markable, that, after carrying their
firtt load, then celeuty and terocity
leaves them, and they foon contraét the
ftupidity and dulnels peculiar to the
affinine fpeciesi Thefe animals will
not fuffer an horfe to live among them ;
and, if any one fhould happen to Pcray
into the place where they graze, they
immediately fall upon hlm, and, with-
out permitting him to efcape, they bite
and kick him ull they leave him dead.
Such is the afs 1n its natural ftate,
fleet, fierce, and formidable : but in
his {’cate of tamenef{s he p1eicnts a very
different pi&ture. He is then the moit
gentle and quiet of all amimals, and
affumes a patience and fubmiffion even
humbler than his fituation. He is tem-
perate with regard to his provifion, and
1s -contented with the moft negleéed
weeds : the plantane; however, feems
to be his favourite vegetable, for which
he is often feen 10 ncgleu Eveny other
herb in the pafture. W ith refpeét to
his water, he 1s extremely delicate, and
drinks only at the cleareft brooks, and
prins«
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principally thofe to which he has been
accuftomed : he drinks as moderatel

as he eats, and never, like the horfe,
plunges his nofe into the ftream. He
never rolls in the mud, and even {eems
afraid of wetting his feet, turning out

of his Wa{Ito avoid the dirty paths of

a road. e 1s {fprightly, and even to-
lerably handfome, when very young,
but, either by age or bad treatment, he
prefently lofes thefe qualifications, and
becomes {low, ftupid, and headftrong :
he appears to fhew no ardour except to
the female ; and the fhe afs is not lefs
fond of her young, than he is of her.
This animal is fometimes ftrongly at-
tached to its owner; by whom he is
too frequently abufed. I-Kz diftinguifhes
him from others in a crowd, and fcents
him at a diftance.

When over-loaded, he thews his fenfe

- of the injuftice of his mafter, by hang-
- 1ng down his ears : he will not ftir a

ftep if his eyes are covered ; he walks,
trots, and gallops like an horfe ; but,
if he even fets out pretty freely at firft,
he is quickly tired ; and then hardly
any beating will make him mend his
pace ; the unmerciful rider exerts his
whip in vain ; the poor creature fuffers

H 2 it
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it with patience, and without a groan ;
and, confcious of his ‘own imbecility,
does not even attempt to move.

Man appeats to defpife this humble’
ifeful animal : the horfe is the onl
favourite, and upon him alone all la=
bour and expence are beftowed. He
1s carcfully fed and atténded, white the
afs 1s abandoned to the cruelty of the
vulgar; or to the fport of children : he
is over-loaded and nfulted by unnecef=
fary ftripes; and, being generally the
property of the poor; partakes of their
wants and their diftrefles. In a word,
this faithful anithal; which, if there
\weré no horfes, would ‘be the firft of
quadrupeds in our efteem, is now
teated with contempt ; he is entirely
difregarded, becaufe his properties are
found in an higher degree elfewhere }
and, from being the fecond of the do-
meftic quadrupeds, he is degraded into
one of the moft ufelefs.

The horfe, the cow, and the fheep,
are rendered larger by the affiduity of
man ; the afs is {uffered to dwindle
every gencration, and were it not for
the medicinal qualities of its milk, itis
probable that the whole fpecies would
have been long fince extinguithed.

2 The
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The afs, in proportion to his fize, is
ftronger than the horfe; he is fyrer
footed, and lefs apt to ftart. The
Spaniards feem to be the only people in
Europe who are acquainted with the
value of the afs. They take every
method to improve the” breed; and
jack afles have been feen from that
country, above fifteen hands high., A
warm climate, however, is beft adapted
to this animal ; their fize and {pirit de-
cline in proportion as they advance in-
to colder regions.

This animal, though now fo com-
mon in all parts of England, was en-
tirely loft among us during the reign of
queen Elizabeth ; Hollingfhed inform-
Ing us that, in his time, “* Our lands did
yielde no affes.”  However, there are
accounts of their being common in
England before that time ; for mention
is made of them in the time of king
Ethelred, when the price of a mule or
young afs was twelve thillings : they
are alfo mentioned in the reign of
Henry III. It muft therefore have been
owing to fome accident that the race
was extiné&t in the days of Elizabeth.
It is probable that it was again intro-
duced in the fucceeding reign, when

3 our
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our intercourfe with Spain was renesw-
ed ; in which country this animal was
preatly wled.

~ InSweden the afs 1s even now a fort
of rarity, nor does it appear by Pon-
toppidan’s Natural Hiftory of Norway
that they have yet reached that coun-
try. They are at prefent naturalized
in this kingdom; and fince our horfes
are become a confiderable article of
commerce, and bring large fums an-
nually into thefe kingdoms, the culti-
vation of an animal, that will in many
cafes fupply the place of the former,
and enable us to enlarge our exports,
certainly merits our attention.

The afs is a'mere healthy animal
than the horfe; and of all animals co-
vered with hair, he is the leaft fubje&,
to vermin ; for he has no lice; which
13 probably ewing to the drynefs or
hardnefs of ‘his fkin. He is three or
four years 1n coming to perfe&tion ; he
lives from tiventy to twenty-five years;
requires much lefs {leep than the horfe,
and never lies down for that purpofe,
but when he 1s:much tired.  The fhe-
ais goes eleven months with young, and
never produces bmorg than one at a

timc.
THE
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e BLE D RA

MANY authors have miftaken the
zebra for the wild afs, though it is
quite a different animal : the zebra is
the moft beautiful, and at the {fame
time the wildeft amimal 1n nature. No-
thing can exceed the delicate regularity
of its colour, or the luftrous {mooth-
nefs of 1its {kin, It1s principally a na-
tive of the fouthern parts of Africa;
and whole herds of them are frequently
feen feeding on thofe extenfive plains
that lie'towards the Cape of Good
Hope. But they are fo vigilant that
they will fuffer nothing to approach
them ; and they are fo fwift, that they
eafily leave every purfuer far behind.
In fhape, the zebra rather refembles the
mule- tlran the horfe, or the afs : 1t is
lefs than the former, and yet larger
than the latter. Itsearsarelongerthan
thofe of ‘the horfe, but fhorter than
thofe of the afs.” Like the afs, it has
a large head, a ftraight back, its legs
are finely placed, and its tail is tufted
at the end ; like the horfe, its 1kin is
fmooth and clofe, and its hind quarters
round and flethy. The colours of the

inale
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male are white and brown ; thofe of the
female white and black. Thefe colours
are {o exaltly difpofed in alternate
ftripes over the whole body, that one
would imagine nature had employed
the rule and compaf§ in painting them.
Thefe ftripes, refembling fo many rib-
bands laid over its body, are narrow,
parallel, and curioufly feparated from
each other ; every ftripe is perfeétly
diftin&. The head, the body, the
thighs, the legs, the tail, and even the
ears are thus beautifully ftreaked, fo
that at a {fmall diftance, the animal ap-
pears to be drefled out by art, inftead
of being thus admirably adorned by
nature.

Hitherto this animal appears to have
difdained fervitude, and neither force
nor tc;ndernefs have been able to wean it
from 1ts nativeindependence and feroci-
ty : intime, however, this wildnefs might
be furmounted; and, it is probable, that
the horfe and the afs were equally
obftinate, fierce, and unmanageable,
when they were firft taken from the
foreft. Mr. Buffon fays that the zebra,
from which he took his defcription,
could never be entirely maftered, not-
withftanding the utmoft pains was

| taken
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taken to tame it. Whenever it was
mounted, two perfons were obliged to
hold the reins while a third ventured
upon its back; and whenever it per-
ceived any one approaching, it al-
ways attempted to kick. That at the
ueen’s=Menagerie, near Buckingham-
Gate, 1s alfo extremely vicious; and
the keeper finds it neceffary to inform
the fpectators of its ungovernable na-
ture. It appears as wild as if ‘juft
caught, and will endeavour to kick any
perfon that comes near it ; though 1t
was taken extremely young, and ufed
with the utmoft indulgence.  As the
zebra refembles the horfe in form, it
has doubtlefs a fimilitude of nature,
‘and by induftry and fkill ‘might be
added to the number of our domeftics.’
The zebra is the native of countiies
where the human inhabitants are but
little fuperior to the quadruped. The
natives of Angola and Cafraria, coafi-
der horfes only as being good for food :
neither the ftatelinefs of the Arabian
courfer; nor the beautiful colourings of
the zebra, have any allurements to a
race of people, who only confider the
quantity of fleth, 2nd not its conforma-
trons 1t is therefore imagined that the
zebra
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zebra may hitherto have continued
wild, becaufe it 1s the native of a coun-
try, where no fucceflive efforts have
been made to reclaim it: this animal
has been long taught to confider man
as its mortal enemy ; all the purfuits
thathave hitherto been inftitutedagainft
it, being rather againft its life than its
Liberty : 1t is natural that it fhould re-
fufe to yield obedience, where it has
feldom experienced mercy.

All animals feem perfeétly to know
their enemies, and to avoid them. In-
ftiné& indeed may teach the deer to
avoid -the lion, or the moufe the paws
of the cat; but why does the dog at-
tack the dog-butcher ? In China, where
the killing and drefling dogs is a trade,
whenever any of thefe people go abroad
the dogs af the neighbeurhood purfue
him. ¢ I have feen,” fays Dr. Gold-
fmith *; ¢¢ a poor fellow, who made a
pradtice of ftealing and killing dogs for
their {kins, purfued hue and cry for
three or four ftreets together, by all
the bolder breed of dogs, while the
weaker flew from his prefence with
affright.” This, however unaccounta-

: ¥ Vol, II. pag 393,
v ble,
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ble, appears to be fa& j and obtains in
fome other animals, as well as dogs,
though in a lefs degree. This may
probably have been the caufe that has
hitherto kept the zebra in its ftate of
natural wildnefs ; 1n which it may con-
tinue, till kinder treatment fhall-have
reconciled it to man.

As a civilized people are row placed

at the Cape of Good Hope, where this
animal is principally found, it is likely
that we may have them tamed and ren-
dered ferviceable. [t is not merely on
account of the extraordinary beauty of
this animal, that we wifh it among the
number of our dependents ; its {wift-
nefs 1s faid to furpafs all others; it
ftands better upon its legs than an horfe,
and 1s confequently ftronger in propor-
ton.
It does not certainly appear that any
zebra has ever been broughtinto Europe,
that was caught {utliciently young, 1o as
to be untin¢tured by their original ftate
of wildnefs; and, I believe, were it taken
up very young, and properly treated, it
might be rendered as tame as any other
animal. :

Although this creature is not to be
found in Lurope, Afia, or America, it

5 18
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is very eafily fed. 'That which ap-
peared in England {fome years ago,
would eat bread, meat, tobacco, and
almoft any thing; and that which is
here at prefent, fubfifts entirely upon
hay, As it fo nearly refembles the
horfe and the afs in ftruéure, it s pro-
bable that it brings forth annually as
they do; but of this we have no cer-
tain teftimony. The noife they make
1s very different from that of an afs,
relembling more the confufed barking
of a maftuff dog. :

Tae. M U T2 Fs

THE mule may be engendered either
between an horfe and a fhe-afs, or be-
tween a jack-afs and a mare: thofe pro-
duced between the two laft are efteemed
the beft, as they are larger, ftronger,
and better fhaped; the mule being ob-
ferved to partake lefs of the male than
the female parent; but they generally,
inherit, in fome degree, the obftinacy of
the parent afs: 1t muft be acknows:.
ledged, however, that this vice is
heightened by their being injudicioudly
broke ; inftead of gentle ufage, which

' " ufually
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ufually corre&ts the worft qualities, the
mule, from the beginning, is treated
with cruelty ; and is fo accuftomed to
blows, that it naturally expes ill-
treatment whenever it is either loaded
or mounted ; he therefore either pre-
pares to retaliate, or in the terror of
bad ufage, becomes invincibly obfti-
nate. Could we prevail upon ourfelves
to confider this animal in its proper
light, and pay due attention to its
breaking, we might eafily form it for
the faddle, the draught,” or the bur-
den.- By the importation of the Spanifh
male afles, the fize and firength of
our mules are fo much improved, that
we fhall foon have numbers that may
be adapted to each of thefe ufes. :

People of the firft quality are drawn
by mules in Spain; and Mr. Clarke
informs us, in his letters on the Spanifh
nation, that fifty or fixty guineas is
no uncommon price for one of them.
This is not in the leaft furprizing, when
we confider how greatly they excel the
horfe in draught in "a mountainous
~country ; for where the horfe can
hardly ftand, the mule is able to tread
fecurely.

I Neither
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Neither mules nor the fpurious off-
fpring of any other animal generate
any farther ; all thefe produ"uons 1n-
deed are mom”cers: therefore nature
wifely ftops, in the firft inftance, the
powers of propagation, inorder to pre=
ferve the original fpecies of animals
pure and entire. The common mule is;
very healthy, and will live about thirty
years.

Or RUMINATING ANIMALS.
ANIMALS that chew the cud are

¢he moft inoffenfive, and the moft eafily
tamed. Living entirely upon vegeta-
bles, they have neither pleafure nor in-
tereft 1n making war upon other crea-
rures. The fierceft of the carnivorous.
kinds feek their food in gloomy folitude,
but thefe range together 1n herds, and
the very meaneﬂ: of them unite in
each other’s defence. 'The food of
ruminant animals being eafily pro-
cured, they {feem naturall more 1n-
dolcnt and lefs artful than thofe of the
carnivorous kinds. The fox or the
wolf are habituated to want, and long
habit furnifhes them with a degree of

fharpm
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tharpnefs and cunning; their life is a
continued fcene of ftratagem and efcape :
but the ox or the deer enjoy the repaft
which nature has abundantly provided ;
certain of fubfiftence, and fatisfied with
fecurity. : \

It requires a long and tedious procefs
before grafs can be tranfmuted into
Hefh, therefore, nature has generally
furnifhed fuch animals as feed upon
grafs, with four ftomachs: the firft is
called the paunch, which receives the
food after it has been lightly chewed
the fecond, which is indeed a continua-
tion of the former, is called the honey-
comb; thefe two, which are very ca-
pacious, the animal fills with as much
expedition as it can, and then lies down
to ruminate.” When thefe two ftomachs
are filled, and the grafs, which was
ihghtly chewed, begins to fwell with
the heat of the fituation, the ftomachs
dilate, and afterwards contra& upon
their contents.. The aliment, thus
fqueezed, has two paflages to efcape at;
one in the third ftomach, which 1s very
narrow ; and the other back, by the
cullet, into the mouth, which is wider.
The greateft quantity is driven back
through the largeft aperture into the

2 mouth,
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mouth, to be chewed a fecond timejg
and a {fmall part, which is the moft li-
quid, is driven into the third ftomach,
through the fmall aperture. The food
which is chewed a fecond time, is by
that means rendered more foft and
moift, and atlength pafles into the con-
duitthatleadsto the third ftomach,where
it {uffers a fill farther comminution.
The third ftomach is called the mani-
fold, from the number of its leaves,
which all tend to promote digeftion : it
requires the operation of the fourth
ftomach to make a part of the ani-
mal’s nourifhment, where it under-
goes a complete maceration, and is fe-
parated to be turned into chyle.

Thus all quadrupeds of the cow, the
theep, or the deer kind, are {een to
ruminate, and are furnifhed with four
tomachs for the macerating of their
fopd. Thefe only are properly called
the ruminant kinds, though many others
have this quality in a lefs obfervable
degree. The rhinoceros, the camel,
the horfe, the rabbit, the {quirrel, and
the marmotte, all chew the cud occa-
fionally; but they are not furnith-
ed with ftomachs like the former,
There are many other animals that ap-

pear
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- pear to ruminate ; and, among others,
birds, fithes, and infe&ts. Among birds
taat have a power of difgorging their
food to feed their young, are the peli-
can, the ftork, the heron, the pmeon,
and the turtle. Among fithes are lob-
fters, crabs, and the dorado. The fal-
mon and the {carus are alfo {aid to be
of this number. -Among infeéts, the
mole, the walp, the drone the bee,
the cr;cket the grafshopper, and the
beetle, are of the rumlnatmg tribe.
All thefe either a&ually chew the cud,
or, at leaft, appear to ruminate, They
have the ﬁomach compofed of mufcu-
lar fibres, in the {fame manner as thofe
which are partlcularly diftinguifthed by
the appellation of ruminants,

Men themfielves have been known
t0 ruminate. An account of a rumi-
nating family at Briftol, is given us

in the Philofophical Txanfa&mm;
hut as the particulars cannot poflibly
be aglepable to our readers, we fhall
purpofely omit them. Inftancesof this
kind, however, are accidental and un-
COIMmMOon ; and 1t 1s fortunate for man-
kind that they are fo. Of all other
animals, we {pend the leaft time 'in
caung; this is a principal diftinéion

3 between

————



g0 The Bury, Ox, and Cow.

between us and the brute creation ; and
cating 1s a pleafure of {o inferior a kind,
that only fuch as are nearly allied to the
quadruped, defire its prolongation.

All ruminating animals, elpecially
thofe that have horns, have fuet’
others have only fat, which is fofter,
and melts more readily before the fire.
Cloven-footed animais have, each toe
covered with a kind of hoof, the upper
part of which is of a horny fubftance ;
and the lower, which compofes the fole
of the foot, is callous. In the deer,
goat, fheep, and hog kind it is fofter,
and thefe animals have two {mall hoofs
or nails behind, which are ufeful to
keep the feet from fliding. Hogs have
not only a fort of hoofs behind, but
alfo toes, one of which, has three joints
like the little finger of a man, and the
other two like the thumb ; they have
likewife bones of the metatarfus, but
they are fo weak and flender, that they
are of little ufe in walking.

Tae BULL, OX, anp COW.

THE climate of England is, above
all others, produlive of the greateft
variety
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variety and abundance of wholefome
vegetables, which are almoft equally
diffufed over all its parts. For this ge-
neral fertility, we are indebted to thofe
clouded fkies, which miftaken foreigners
mention as a reproach on our country :
but let us chearfully endure a tempo-
rary gloom, which cloaths our hills and
meadows with the richeft verdure. To
this we owe the number, variety, and
excellence of our cattle, the richnefs of
our daries, and innumerable other ad-
vantages.

- The Latin word Jos, which compre-
hends an ox, bull, and cow, may be
extended to all of this kind. OFf all
ruminant animals, thefe deferve the firft
rank, with refpet to their fize, their
beauty, and their fervices. Many of
our Englith peafants have no other pol-
feflion than a cow, and they are only the
nominal pofleffors of its advantages.
If they pretend to tafte its flefh, their
whole riches are at once deftroyed ;
veal 1s a delicacy they cannot make any
preteniions to, therefore they are oblig-
ed to fatten its calf for fale; even its
milk is wrought into butter and cheefe
for the tables of their mafters ; a very
{mall fhare being appropriated to their

own
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own ufe.. In Germany, Poland, and
Switzerland, every peafant keeps two
or three cows for his own benefit, The
meaneft of them annually kills at leaft
one for his own table, which is falted
and hung up, and is thus preferved as
a delicacy all the year round. A piece
of beef hung up there is confidered as
elegant furniture, and argues the pof-
feflor’s opulence and eafe. But in this
country, for many years paft, peafants
have {eldom been able to purchafe meat,
and even butter is confidered by them
as an article of extravagance.

The verdure and fertility of out
plains are perfefly fuited to this ani=
mal’s manner of feeding ; for, not hay-
ing the upper fore-teeth, it is fond of
grazing in a rich high pafture, regards
lefs of the quality of its food, if it be
fupplied in fufficient abundance ; and
where the grafs is rather high and |
fourithing than fucculent and nutriti=
ous, the cow thrives furprizingly. In
England, the fame animal grows larger,
yields more milk, and fooner fattens -
than in any part of Europe.

In a courfe of years, the horfe, and
the fheep, are known to impoverith the
.ground ; but, where the cow has been

s bredd
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bred, the pafture acquires a finer fur-
face, and every year becomes more
beautiful and even. The horfe having
fore-teeth in the upper jaw, nips the
grafs clofely, and felets that which 1s
moft tender and delicate ; the ftheep only
‘bites the moft fucculent parts of the
herbage : thefe animals therefore cut
the finer grafs too clofely, and fuffer
the high weeds and ranker herbs to ve-
getate and over-run the pafture. But
the cow 1s obliged to feed upon the
talleft vegetables that offer : thus it eats
them all down, and levels the furface
of the grafs,

The age of the cow is known by the
teeth and horns: it has eight cutting
teeth in the lower jaw ; the two middle-
moft of thefe fall out at the age of
ten months, and are replaced by others,
which are broader, but not fo white :
at the age of fixteen months, the two
next milk-white teeth fall out, and
others fucceed them : the animal thus
lofes and gains at the end of every fix
months, till it arrives at the age of three
years; by which means all the cutting
teeth are renewed, and then they are
long, regular, and tolerably white ; but
as the creature advances into years,

they
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they become irregular and black, their
inequalities become {fmoother, and con-
fequently the animal lefs capable of
chewing its food. From this fingle
caufe, a cow fometimes cannot eat fuf-
ficiently to fupport life, and finks in the
midft of plenty 5 every year becoming
leaner and leaner till it dies. - At three
years old this animal fheds its horns,
which are fucceeded by new enes that
continue as long as it livesg at: four
years of age, it has fmall pointed fimooth
horns ; in another year they become
larger, and are marked round with a
years growth. Thus they continue to
grow as long as the animal lives, and a
new ring is added every year at the root s
fo that the animal’s age may be exaétly
known, by allowing three years before
the appearance of the horns, and then
adding the number of rings.

Our breed of horned cattle has been
fo greatly improved by a foreign mix-
ture, that we cannot, with any degree
of certainty, point out the original kind
of thefe iflands. Thofe which may be
fuppofed to have been purely Britith,
are much fimaller than thofe on the
northern part of the European conti-
nenty - On the highlands of Scotland,

the
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the cattle are extremely fmall; and
many of them, males as well as fe-
males, are hornlefs : the Welch runts
are confiderably larger ; and the Corn-
ifh black cattle are of the fame fize as
the latter. ‘The large fpecics, now cul-
tivated through moft parts of Eng-
land, are either entirely of foreign ex-
tralion, or our own improved by a
crofs with the foreign kind. The Lin-
colnfhire kind derive their fize from ths
Holftein breed : and the large hornlefs
cattle, which are bred in fome parts of
England, came originally from Poland.
- We were once famous for a wild breed
of thefe animals, but thefe no longev
exift, and this nation is happy in ha-
ving fewer wild animals of any kind
than any kingdom in Europe. Culti-
vation ahd agriculture are {ure to banifh
thefe ; for thofe animals that are fitted
only for a ftate of nature, are always
driven away by the improvements of
art. :

Of all quadrupeds, this animal feems
moft liable to alteration from its paf-
ture, or according to the richneis ox
poverty of the foil. In fome they
grow to a, great bulk, and in others
they appear as diminutive : the breed of

the
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the Ifle of Man, and moft parts of
Scotland, is, in getieral, confiderably
lefs than in England orIreland : they are
alfo differently fhaped, the dewlap be-
ing much finaller, and the creature has
more of the ewe neck. Inalmoftevery
part of the world this animal is to be
found large or {mall, in proportion to

the richnefs or poverty of its food.
The differences, however, in the fize
of this animal, are lefs remarkable than
thofe of its form, its hair, and its horns :
in many of them, the variation is fo
very extraordinary, that they have
been confidered as a difference kind
of creature, and names have been
given them as a diftin& fpecies, when,
as Mr. Buffon afferts, they are in reali-
ty thefame. Though the horfe and the
afs do not differ fo much in form as
the cow and the bifon, yet the former
are diftin& animals, their breed being
marked with fterility ; the latter are
certainly animals of the fame kind,
their breed being fruitful ; and a race
of animals is produced, in which the
hump of the bifon is foen worn away.
It is evident, therefore, that the dif-
ferences between the cow, the urus,
and the bifon, are merely accidental,
: Nature,
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Nature, which has given horns to fome
cows, and not to others, may alfo have
given an hump to the bifon, or enlarged
the urus. \

The cow i5 to be found, in fome one
of its varieties, in almoft every part of
the world : the few kine which fubfift
in Iceland, are without horns, though
they were otiginally of the fame race
with ours. The Dutch frequently
bring large quantities of lean cattle
from Denmark, which they fatten on
their own rich grounds : thefe are in
general larger than their own natural
breed, and foon become fat. The cat-
tle of the Ukraine, having excellent
pafture, fatten very eafily, and are con-
fidered as the latgeft breed of all Eu-
rope. On the rich mountains ¢f Swit-
zerland; thefe animals grow tg a very
large fize. In France, where they
- are permitted t6 have no grafs but
what 1s thought unfit for hories, they
dwindle and grow lean. In fome parfs
of Spain they grow to a great fize ;
but the wild bull; which they pride
themfelves fo much in combating, is a
yery mean defpicable little animal. In
Barbary, and the provinces of Africa,
where the pafturage is fhort, and the

ground
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ground dry, the cows are {mall, and’
give but little milk, In Ethiopia they
are exceeding large. In fome parts of
Perfia and Tartary they are of a pro-
digious ftature, and in others extremely
fmall.

In Great-Britain, the ox is the only
horned animal that will apply his
ftrength to the fervice of mankind.
It is certain that, in many cafes, oxen.
are more profitable in the draught than,
horfes ; their food, harnefs, and fhoes
being cheaper; and after they are grown
old, they are equally valuable. Mr.
Mortimer, inhisFreatife on Hufbandry,
fays, ¢ An old working beaft will be as
good meat, and fatten as well as a young
one.” There is fearce any part of this
animal without its ufe. "The blood,
fat, marrow, hide, hair, horns, hoofs,
milk, . cream, butter, cheefe, whey,
arine, liver, gall, fpleen, and bones,
have each their particular ufes in com-
merce, manufatures, and medicine.
The hide ferves for boots, fhoes, and
many other conveniences of life. Vel-
lum is made of calves-tkin, and gold-
beater’s fkin is made either of a thin
vellum, or the finer part of the guts of
the ox. The hair, mixed with lime,

2 18
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is a very neceffary article in building.
‘Combs, handles for knives, boxes, but-
tons, drinking veflels, &c. are made of
the  horns. In medicine, the horns
were employed as alexipharmics, or
antidotes againft poifon, the plague, or
the fmall-pox ; they are faid to anfwer
the end of the oriental bezoar. Car-
penter’s glue i1s made of the chips of
the hoofs, and the parings of the raw
‘hides.

The bones are ufed by mechanics, as
a {fubftitute for ivory ; by which many
-neat conveniencies may be purchafed at
‘an ealy rate. From the feet is pro-
.cured an oil much ufed 1n the harnefs
and trappings belonging to a coach;
-and the bones calcined, afford a fit mat-
ter for tefts, for the ufe of the refiner ’
in the fmelting tradé. The blood 1s faid
‘to be an excellent manure for fruit-
trees.; and it 1s the bafis of the colour,
called the Pruflian blue. We owe our
artificial light in {fome manner to their
fat and fuet. The gall, liver, fpleen,
and urine, have their place in the Ma-
teria Medica. The ufes of butter,
cheefe, cream, and milk are too obvi-
ous to be infifted on.

K 2 Ox
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Ox beef is very nourifthing, and
yields a ftrong aliment ; and thofe who
live chiefly upon beef are ftrong, vigo-
rous, and healthy, It thould, how-
ever, he tender and well fed ; forother~
wife it is hard of digeftion. Bull beef
contains a great deal of volatile falt and
oil ; but it is hard, tough, and dry,
and is therefore feldom ufed for food.
Tt is faid indeed that when a bull is firft
baited, and then killed, the flefh be-
comes more fit for food: this method
has been praéifed in many parts of
England, but the poor are the only pur-
chafers of fuch beef, The fleth of a
cow is inferior to that of an 0%, butaf
fhe has been well fatted, and is young,
there is no very confiderable difference.
Veal is nourithing, well tafted, and
eafy of digeftion : it agrees very well
with weak delicate conftitutions, and
thofe whoe ufe but little exercife. The
fatteners of veal for the London markets
{uffer the calf to lick falts, chalk, &c.
which they Imagine bring him on more
Tpeedily in his fleth, and render the
meat whiter ; how much it may im-
prove the colour, I will not pretend to
determine, but it certainly does not
umprove the flavour of i,

Before
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' Before we difmifs this article, we {hall
obferve, that the bull was the moft
ufual viétim in facrifices, and was chiefl
offered to Jupiter, Mars, Apollo, Mi-
nerva, Ceres, Venus, and the Lares.
Black bulls were feleéted for Neptune,
Pluto, and the infernal deities : before
they were facrificed, they were vari-
oufly adorned. Over the middle of the
body was placed a large piece of cloth,
which hung down on both fides, and
was ornamented with flowers : their
horns were decorated  with feftoons.
The bull that was facrificed to A-
pollo, had ufually great horns.

Tae s ddeRs WISy

THE urus, or wild bull 1s chiefly to
‘be met with in the province of Lithua-
nia. It grows to fuch an amazing fize,
that {fcarce any animal, except the
elephant, is found to equal it. This’
creature is quite black, except a ftripe
mixed with white on the top of the
back, which extends from the neck
0. the tail; the eyes’areifierce §+ tha
horns thort, thick, and ftrong; the
forehead is generally decorated with a

K3 large
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large quantity of black curled hair, and
many of them have beards of the fame ;
the neck is fhart and thick, and the
fkin has a ftrong odour refembling mutk.,
The female, though much fmaller than
the male, is fuperior in fize to the largeft
of our oxen; but her udder and teats
are {o extremely fmall as hardly to be
perceived.  Upon the whole, however,
this animal differs but little from the
tame one : there are indeed fome trifling
varieties, which have probably been
produced by his wildnefs, or the rich-
nefs of the paftures where he is tound,
There is a fmaller race of the urys to
be found in Spain. But whether they
are of the large enormous kind of I,i-
thuania, or the {maller Spanith race ;
whether with fhort or long horns ;
whether with or without long hair on
the forehead, they are every way the
fame with what our common breed wasy
when in the foreft, and before they
were reduced to a ftate of fervitude,
The flefh of the urus is much inferior
to that of the ox, and the moft valua-
ble part of him is the hide, which ferves
for various purpofes.

THE
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T B B8 1QIN
THE bifon, called by the Lithuani-

ans fuber, and by the Germans wifent,
is another variety of the cow-kind,
though it differs from the reft, in hav-
ing a lump between its fhoulders : fome -
of thefe animals are very large, and
others as diminutively fmall. In gene-
ral the fore parts of this creature fome-
what refemble the lion, having a long
fhaggy mane, and a beard under his
chin ; his head is fmall, his eyes red
and fiery, and his look furious ; the fore-
head is extenfive, and the horns {o large
and fo far afunder, that there 1s {ome-
times room for three men to {it between
them : a bunch, almoft as high as that
of a camel, grows on the middle of the
back, which is confidered by the inha-
bitants of thofe countries where he 1s
found wild, as a great delicacy. There
is no purfuing him with fafety, except
in forefts, where there are trees large
enough to hide the hunters. -They are
generally taken by pit-falls ; the inha-
bitants dig holes in the ground, and
eover them over with grafs and boughs
of trees ; after which they provoke the

i animal
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animal to purfue them, and then geton
the oppofite fide of the pit-fall, while
the enraged creature, running with
great violence, falls into the pit, where

he is quickly overpowered and killed:
The bifon is found in all the fouthern
parts of the world ; throughout the vaft
continent of India; and throughout
. Africa, from mount Atlas to the Cape
of:Goad Hope. . This: anional feems
chiefly to prevail in all thefe countries 3
where they are found to have a fmooth
foft hair, travel a great pace, and fup-
Ply, in fome degree, the want of horfes.
They are very expert and docile ;
many of them bend their knees to take
up or fet down the burthens with which
they are often loaded ; and they are
treated by the natives of thofe coun-
tries, with a degree of tendernefs pro-
portioned to their utility. Among the
Hottentots thefe animals are highly
elteemed, as being uncommonly fer-
viceable, They are the companions of
their pleafures and fatigues, and are con-
fidered as the Hottentot’s proteétor
and fervant, affifting him in attending
his flocks. The bifon lives in the fame
cottage with his mafter, and, by de-
srees, conceives an affetion for him ;
and
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and in proportion as the man ap-
proaches to the brute, fo the brute
{eems to acquire human fagacity.

The bifons, or caws with a hump,
differ greatly from each other in the
feveral parts of the world, The wild
ones are larger than the tame. Some
have horns, others have-none ; fome
are extremely large, and others very
{fmall. But, when tame, they are
all equally docile and gentle. The bi-
fons of Malabar, Abyffinia, and Ma-
dagafcar, are large ; thofe of Arabia,
Petrza, and moft parts of Africa, are
fmall. The American bifon is rather
Jefs than that of the ancient continent;
its hair is longer and thicker,” and its
hide {ofter, '

By Linnzus, the bifon is called, a
beave with horns turned upwards, a
hump-back, and a very long mane and
beard, The tongue of this animal is
faid to be almoft as rough as a file. The
bifon 1s alfo {aid to have a great aver-
fion to a red colour, and if a piece of
red cloth, filk, &c. 1s thrown down ta
him, he will never leave it till he has
trod it to pieces. ;

THe
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THE bonafus is a fpecies of the wild
0X, very thick and bulky, and furnifhed
with a mane like a horfe. It 1s an un-
wieldy animal, ‘and fomething larger
than our bull: the horns are fo fhore
25 not to exceed a {pan in length, and
10 turned as to be unfit for wounding ;
the noftrils are wide, and the. ears long
and broad.  The colour of the animal
1s a deep tawny ; except that the fore-
head and the breaft are white, and the
mane of a darker colour than that of
the reft of the body.. It has, no teeth
in the upper jaw before, like others of
this kind, and his tail s fhort m pro-
portion to the reft of his body. = He
bellows like an 0%, and his legs are
‘coveied with hair. When purfued, 1t
does not attempt to defend itfelf with
its horns, but kicks and difcharges its
dung to a great diftance againft the
purfuer.  This animal is found in
Lydia, Phrygia, and the adjacent coun-
tries.
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Tue ZEBU, or BARBARY-COW.

THE zebu, or Barbary-cow, is very
fmall; and notexceedingin fize the bifor
of Arabia Petrea, and moft parts of Afr1-
'~ ca. Naturalifts, fays Mr. Buffon, (Vol
xxii. pag. 130) havegivenvariousnames
to animals which are in reality the
fame, and differ only in fome few acci-
dental circumftances. The wild and
tame cow, that belonging to Europe,
and that of Afia, Africa, and America;,
the bonafus and the urus, the bifon and
the zebu, are all one and the fame ; they.
all propagate among each other, and,
in a few generations, the hump wears
away, and few veftiges of favage fierce-
nefs remain. Of all animals, except
man, the cow feems .moft extenfively,
propagated. It feems equally capable
of enduring the rigours of heat and
cold. It is equally an inhabitant of
the frozen fields of Iceland, and the
fcorching defarts of Lybia. It is do-
meftic and tame in civylized countries,
favage and wild in countries thinly in-
habited, but is capable of being made.

mictyl inall, ' '
Yug
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COWwW,

. THERE is an animal of the beeve.
kind, that appears to be of a middlq
nature between a beeve and a hog, and
13 indiferiminately called a beeve-hog,
or a hog-cow. The female of this
kind was fhewn a few years ago in
England. It is about the height of an
afs, but broader and thicker, and is
nearly of a cream-colour. Its body is
very thin of hair, which refembles the
hair of a hog inqgre than that of a cow,
Along the fpine of the back, from the
neck to the tail, there is a row of bri(=
tles, but they are not quite fo ftrong as
thofe of a hog.  The head is very long,
and though the fnout refembles that of 2
cow, 1t bears fome fimilitude to that of a
hog. The animal has two black flattifh
horns on the top of its head, which
bend inwards, and lies almoft clofe to
the neek: It has not ‘an udder like a
cow ; but has twaq teats betiveen the
hind legs, which are hot vifible unlef®
you ftoop to obferve them. It ie °
deed a very uncommon animal,
has hardly been mentioned by any i

; tth;
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#hor, - Thofe who exhibited this crea-
ture in England, pretended it was
‘brought from the Eaft-Indies.

THE B'UFFALO.

1F we compare the common Buffalo
with our cow, there is a very ftrong
fimilitude between them, both in their
form and nature ; they are equally fub-
miflive to the yoke, both frequently
live under the fame roof, and are em-
ployed in the fame domeftic fervices:;
their figures are {fo much alike, that it
requires a clofe attention to diftinguith
them : and yet, fays Mr. Buffon, no
two animals can be more diftin&, or
appear to have a ftronger antipathy to
each other. ' It is probable that,  if
there were but one of -each kind re-
maining, the race of both would fhort-
lv be extinét. It is certain that the
cow refufes to breed with the buffalo,
which it {fo nearly refembles, though it
will propagate with the bifon, to which,
inpoint of form, it has but a very
diftant fimilitude.
The buffalo is lefs beautiful than the
cow, his figure is more clumf{y, and
' : 1 he
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he carries his head nearer the ground 3
his limbs are not {o flefhy, nor his tail
{o well covered with hair; his body is
_fhorter and thicker; his legs are higher;
his “head {maller ; his horns not fo
round, but compreffed one fide being
Tharp with a tuft of hair hanging down
petween them ; his fkin 1s alfo har-
der, thicker, blacker, and thinner of
hair ; his fleth, which is blackith and
hard, 1s difacrreeable to the tafte and to
the fmell. The milk, though produced
in great abundance, 1s not fo good as
that of the cow. In the warm coun-
tries, the g,r_eate{’c part of their cheefe
and butter 1s made of the milk of the
buffalo. The veal of the buffalo is
not better eating than the beef ; the
hide being the moft valuable thlng he
iurmﬂles, and 1s well known for its
Aaftnefs, thicknefs, and” impéenetrabi-
lity. : ;

This animal is employed in agricul-
ture, and 1in drawing and carrying bur-
thens § being guided by a ring, Which
18 cnru[’t through his nofe. It is faid
that two buffaloes, yoaked in a wag-
gon, will draw more than four ﬁlon(r
horfes; their headsand necks being nd—
' 1\\1 ally
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turall bent downward, they are the
better fitted for the dxauvht.

‘The wild buffaloes are very danger-
ous animals, and frequently gore tra-
vellers to death ; they afterwards tram-

le upon them t1U they have mangled

the whole body : they are, hoWever
leaft to be feared in the woods, becauic
in their purfuit they often oret entan-
oled in the branches of the trees,
which affords time to efcape the danger.
There is hardly any other method of
avoiding their PUIﬁJlt ; for they are
extremely fwift, and fuch excellent
{wimmets, as to crofs large rivers with
the utmoft facility. Thus all other
large animals of the torrid zone are
very fond of the wdter, and, 1n the
imidft of their purfuit, frequently plunge
in to cool themfelves. 'The negroes of
Guinea, and the Indians of Malabar,
wliere there are great numbers of buffa-
loes, delight much in hunting and de-
ﬁroym(r them ; but they never attempt
to face the bufﬁto openly ; their ufual
method 1s to climb up a tree, and from
thence fhoot at him ; nor do they ven-
ture to come down till they have ef-
feCtually difpatched him. = However,
when it 1s tamed, no animal can be
L2 more
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more patient or humble than the buf-
falo, or more readily fubmit to domef-
tic drudgeries. \

The buffalo is found wild in many
parts of Africa and India; but in both
they are domefticated. They are very

common in ltaly, and were originally
brought from India into Lombardy, in
the reign of king Agilulf, who reigned
from 5g1 to 616. The buffalo is faid
to be found wild in Apuglia; and to
be very common in hot weather on the
fea fhore, between Manfredonia and
Barletta. They grow to an enormous:
fize, and are twice the bulk of our
largeft oxen; from which fome call

them Taurelephantes. Thereis a pair

of horns in the Britith Mufeum, pro-
bably of this kind : one of them isfix:
feet fix inches and-an half in length, it
weighed twenty-one pounds, and the
hollow contained five quarts-of water :
L.obo mentions fome that would hold:
more than ten. They are well defcri-
bed by Ariftotle, under the title of wild
oxen, among the Arachot®, notwith--
ftanding Belon, and Mr. Buffon, fay it:

was unknown to him. ‘
The female produces but one-at a
time, like the cow ; but they are very
different
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different in the times of geftation ; for
the cow goes but nine mo'xths, the buf-
falo twelve. The buffalo is a diftin&
Kind; that never mixes with the cow,
the urus, or the bifon. It teftifies an’
avc1ﬁon to the cow, and, when feed-
ing on the fame pa{’culc, 15 always-kept
feparate, and makes a diftin& race in
every part of the world.;sbIt is ima-
O'med that thefe two {pecies are the onl
real varieties of the cow kind, though
‘naturalifts have enumerated many.
‘The buffalo, in general, is an inoffen-
five animal, if undifturbed, and {o are
all thofe that feed upon grafs ; but when
they are wounded, or even fired at,
their fury 1s undovemab e. It 15, how-
ever, remarl\aotc that ahhouch their
horns are very foumd’tblc they make
more wufe of their feet in rombat and
endeavour to tread thelr enemies to
dLat 1.
The finall Indian Buffalo is nearly of

*‘16 fize of a calf about {ix months

old, and refembles the Englith bull in
ﬂ]aoe but has very fhort 1 horns, and a
bunch rifing on the back between the
{houlders. In the Eaft- mdla they are
ufed for drawing coaches inftead of"
horfes : the noie 1s broad, Hat; and

L 3 bare
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bare of hair; on the lips or muzzle
there are {fome loofe thaggy ftraggling
hairs, and the hair on the fides of the
nofe is whitith. = The horns, which are
fmall, and of a dark colour, appear but
little above the rough hair on’ the top-.
of the head.. . The ears are much
longer and larger than the horns, being
of a fleth dolour, and without hair
on the infide.. The hair'is fleek all
over the body, and the head, neck,
back, tail, and fides are of a bluifh
colour. The loofe 1kin on tlie' neck
s white, and the belly is covered
with fo. fmall a quantity of lightifh:
hair, that it fhews the fleth colour..
The legs are of a light colour, fpotted
and marked with black, and become
gradually whiter towards the feet. The
tuft of hair at the end of the tail is
black, and the hoofs ofi a dark brown,
fhaped like thofe of our cattle.

In the northern parts of America,
there is another animal of the beeve
kind, which differs from the reft in
fome particulars. He islarger than the
ox, and has fhort black horns, and a
large beard under his chin : his head is
{o full of hair, thatit hangs down over
his cyes, and gives him. a'terrible ap-

pear-
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pearance. He hasahump on his back,
which extends from the thoulders to the
haunches. The hump is covered with
reddifh-long hair, and the reft of the
body with a kind of black wool, which
is in great efteem. He has a large
breaft, narrow buttocks, a very fhort
tail, and hardly any neck ; but his
head is larger than that of a bull. At
the fight of a man, he will run away,
and a whole herd of them will make a
precipitate -flight, if they fee but a
fingle dog. He has fo quick a fmell
that there is no approaching him but
on the leeward fide. When he 1s
wounded, however, he becomes very
furious, and turns back upon the hunt-
ers. The flefh of the female is good,
. and the hide is excellent for many pur-
pofes. The favages make bucklers of
it, which, though extremely light, are
hardly to be penetrated by a mufket-
ball. ~ They are famous for hunting
this animal in the weftern parts of
New-France, on this fide the Mifliffipi.
The hunters range themfelves into four
lines, and form a very large {quare 3
afterwards they- fet fire to the grafs,
which at that time is very long and
very dry ; the animals draw clofer to-

gether,
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gether, as the fire runs along the lines,
and, as they are much afraid of fire,
they natarally fly from it, and at
length they all get clofe together. The
hunters then attack them britkly, and
feldom fuffer any to efcape. Writers
of good authority affirm, that they fel-
dom return from thofe hunting-matches
till they have killed a thoufand or fif-
teen hundred of thefe animals.

Tee ; SIBERIAN COW.

THE Siberian cow is another ani-
mal of this kind; though extremely
different from any of the reft : the
male has neither horns nor mane ; but
he has curled hair on the top of his
forchead, and his tail refembles that of
an horfe. His whole body, except his
legs and face, is covered with long
ftraight hair, and it is only in fhape
that he is like any of thofe animals
but he is without an hump on his back.
* He is found near the lake Baykal, in
Siberia, and probably in the neigh-
bouring countries.

Or
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Or ANIMALS or Tne SHEEP Axp’
GOAT Kinbp.

THE goat and: the fheep are ap-
parently different in the form of their
bodies, in their horns, and in their co-
vering ;' and may thercfore be confi-
dered as two different kinds, with re-
gard to all common' and domeftic
purpofes.. But upon examining them:
clofer,'and obferving theirinternal con-
formation, no animals can more ftrong~
ly refemble each other; their feet, their
four ftomachs, their fuet, their appe-
tites, r arc all entirely the fame, and
fhew the fimilitude between them ; and
whatis more, they propagate with each
other. The buck goat, fays Buffon,
and the ewe, will produce an animal,
that in two or three generations re-i
turns to the fheep, and feems to retain
no marks of its ancient progenitor 3
the ftheep and the goat may therefore
be confidered as belonging to one fa-
mily; and, if the whole races were re-~
duced to one of each, they would in a
fhort time replenifh the earth with
their kind. Indeed the goat, the {heep,
the cow, and all ruminant animals,

are
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are internally very much alike; but
fill the differences between thofe anij-
mals are fufficiently apparent. Be-
tweert the cow and the fheep kind, na-
ture has obvioufly marked the diftinc-
tion by their form and fize; and the
latter are diftinguithed from thofe of
the deer kind, by never fhedd.ing their
Lorns. The form alone is fufficient to
uide ué to the kind ; and we might,
almoftt at the firft view, be able to judge
which belongs to the deer kind, and
which belongs to that of the goat.

The line i1s drawn pretty exa@® be=
tween the two kinds; by thé annually
fhedding the hotns in the deer, which
are permanefit in the fheep: we may
therefore confider this diftinétion only,
and define the fheep and goat kind as
ruminant animals of an inferior fize,
that never fhed their horns:

If we confider the fheep and the
goat, thofe inoffenfive and ufeful ani-
mals, 1n one point of view, we fhall
perceive that they have been long re-
claimed, and brought into a ftate of
domeftic fervitude : they both appear
to require prote€tion from man, and
are, in fome degree, pleafed with his
fociety : the fheep is indeed the mof

lervice=
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fervicecable of the two; but the goat
has more attachment and fenfibility,
In the earlieft ages, the goat appears tQ
have been the greater favourite, and,
among the paor, continues{o to thisday ;
but the fheep has lopg fince become the
principal objeft of ‘human ‘care. By
the generality of mankind the goat is
difregarded, or become the pofiefhian of
only the loweft of the people. We
fhall therefore firft give the fheep and
all its varieties, and ‘the goat, with
all thofe of its kind, will properly
follow, ' i e et AT

TuE SHEEP,

OF all animals the theep, in its pre-
fent domeftic ftate, is the nfoft defence-
lefs and harmlefs. Having loft the ha-
bit of {elf-defence, it feems alfo to
have loft the inftinéts of nature: it
{eems likewife to have loft its {wiftnefs
and its cunning with its liberty. With-
out any quality to fit it for {elf-pre-
fervation, it vainly attempts at all : it
endeavours to fly without {wiftnefs, and
to oppofe without ftrength, But thefe

feeble
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feeble attacks only excite the infults.of
every enemy ; and the dog purfues the
flock with greater delight upon {eeing
them fly, and the more fiercely at-
tacks' them wupon their unfupported at-
temps at refiftance. ‘They flock toge-
ther, rather with the hopes of lofing
their fingle danger in the croud, than of
uniting to reprefs the attack by. num-
bers. .Were the fheep expofed in its
prefent ftate, to ftruggle with its na-
tural enemies of the foreft, it would
foon- be extirpated. It can have no
other fafety than what it finds from
man ; and muft now rely folely upon
that art for prote&ion, to which it ori-
ginally owed'i.ts degradation.

But nature is not to be charged with
the formation .of an animal, {o utterly
unprovided. againft its enemies, and {o
incapable of ‘defence. The moufflon,
which is the fheep in a favage ftate, is
a bold and flect animal ; it can efcape
by 1ts fwiftnefs from the larger animals,
and 1s able to oppofe the imaller kind
with the arms provided by nature.
Human art alone has reduced the
theep to the tardy defencelefs creature
we now find it. In a ftate of nature
they are entirely different. In the

foreft
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foreft they are furrounded by dangers,
and alarmed with unceafing hOﬂlIlthb :
they are hourly purfued from one tla&
of country to another ; and fpend
confiderable part of J:helr time-in «at-
tempts to avoid their enemies. By this
exerciie, and continual p1a€t1ce of the -
arts of defence and efcape the animal
preferves its life and native indepen-
dance, together with its fleetnefs and
the ﬂender ag1hty of its form.

The fheep, in its {fervile -Rate, ap-
pears to be the moft ftupid of all ani-
mals, and to be divefted of all inclina-
tions of its own. Every quadruped has
a peculiar turn of countendnce that ge-
.nexally marks its nature. The theep
{eems to have none of thofe traits Wthh
betoken either courage or cunning. It
appears a large mafs of fleth, fuppmted
upon four {inall ftraight legs, ill fuited
for carrymo fuch a burthen ; 1t1s-auk-
ward 1in its motions, eaﬁly fatigued,
and frequently {inks under the Welo‘ht
of 1its own corpulency. Thofe Whld
teed upon a more fertile pafture, and
grow fat, become entirely feeble 5 thofe
without horns are duller and heavier
than the reft; and thofe which have
the longeft and fineft fleeces, are fub-

M je&k
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je& to the greateft number of difor-
ders. In fhort, all the changes which
have been wrought in this animal b
human induftry, are calculated for hu-
man advantage, and not for the benefit
of the creature. ’

The goat, which this animal refem-
bles in fo many other refpects, is greatly
its fuperior. The former has its par-
ticular attachments, is fenfible of dan-.
ger, and endeavours to efcape it but
the other 1s timid without a caufe,
and fecure when threatened by real
danger. The theep is equally abfurd,
when bred up tame in the houle, and
familiarized with its keepers; it then
becomes mifchievous, buts with 1its
head, and thus difplays its unworthi-
nefs of being fingled out from the reft
of the flock : it is indeed extremely
evident that this animal is more fitted
for the neceflities than the amufements
of mankind. I know but of one in-
ftance in which the fheep teftifies any
attachment to its keeper. In many
parts of the Alps, and even in fome
provinces of France, the fhepherd and
his pipe are ftill continued.  The flock
1s penned every evening in order to pre-
ferve themn from the wolf ; and at fun-

fet,
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fet, the {hepherd returns homeward,
with his fheep following him, g
feemmrﬂy pleafed with the found of the
pipe; which'is blown with areed. The
Arcadian life 1s thus preferved in all its
antient purity, in thofe countries that
ftill continue poor; but where a greater
inequality of CODdlthIl prevalls, the
fhepherd is generally fome indigent
wretch, who, for a paltry plttance
only guards thofe luxuries, of which

" he 1s not fated to partake.

It does not appear from early writers
that the breed of this animal was cul-
tivated among the Britons ; the inhabi-
tants of the 1nter10r parts of this ifland
went entirely naked, or were only co-
vered with fkins. I hofe who lived on
the {ea-coafts, and were the moft civi -
lized, affefted the manners of the
Gauls, and, like them, wore a fort of

arment made of coarfe wools Thefe
were probably furnifhed by the Gauls,
as, in the hiftories of thofe times,
there are not the leaft traces of manufac-
tures among the Britons. :

This negligencedoes not appear won-
derful, when it 1s confidered that they
were an uncivilized nation, whofe wants
were few, and thofe eafily fatisfied ; but

2 1t
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it 1s furprifing, that when we had long
cultivated a breed of fheep, whofe
fleeces were fuperior to thofe of other
countries, we {till negleéted to promoté
a woollen manufatutre at home, That
valuable branch of bufinefs lay for'a
confiderable time in foreign hands, and
we were obliged to import the cloth
manufa&tured from our ewn materials.
After' miany unavailing efforts among
our Kings, to introduce dnd’ preferve
the manufaltire at home, Henry theé
Second grantéd a pateit to' the weavers
m Pondon, whereid he direfed, that
1f any cloth was found made of a mix-
ture of Spanifh wool, it thould be burn<
ed by the mayor. Notwithﬁandin‘g
this; the weaving bufinefs advanced {6
flowly, that Edward the Third was
6bliced to permit the importation of
toréign cloth- in the beginning of his
feign': but fHortly after, by encourag-
mg’ foreigh artificers to fettle in Eng-
land) ‘and inftru& the natives in their
trade} the manufadrure fo far increafed,
as to enable him to prohibit the wear of
foreign cloth.
Many falutary edifts operated, by
degrees, towards the eftablifhing this
trade
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trade among us; but the grand rife of
all its profperity is to be dated from the
reign of queen Elizabeth, when the
tyranny of the duke of Alva, in the
- Netherlands, drove numbers of arti-
ficers into this country for refuge, who
were the founders of that immen{e ma-
nufafture we carry on at prefent : it is
however fuppofed, by many, that the
woollen manufalture 1s upon the de-
cline among us, and that the cloth now
made 1s neither {fo firm, {o fine, nor fo
ferviceable as it has been.

No country in the world is better
fupplied with materials than Great-
Britain, and thofe adapted to every fpe-
cies of 'the cloathing bufinefs; and
though the fheep of this ifland afford
fleeces of different quahities, yet they
may all be ufed in fome branch of it.
Herefordthire, Devonthire, and Cotes-
wold-Downs are celebrated for produ-
cing fheep with exceeding fine fleeces.
The Lincolnfthire and Warwick{hire
kind are very large, and exceed any
for the quantity and quality of their
wool. Lincolnthire yields the largeft
theep in Great-Britain ; and, in that
county, it is no uncommon thing to
give fifty guineas for a ram.

b 3 - Suffolk
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Suffolk breeds a very valuable kind.

In the northern parts of this kingdom,
the fleeces are inferior in fincnefs to
thofe of the fouth. The Yorkfhire
hills furnifh the looms of that county
with great quantities of wool; and
that which is taken from the néck and
fhoulders they mix with Spanifh wool,
and ufe 1in fome of ‘their fineft cloths.

- The wool which Wales produces, is
coarfe, though it is more extenfively
- ufeful than the fineft Spanifh fleeces;
for every individual muft acknowledge
the univerfal benefit of the flannel ma-
aufaéure.

In Ireland 'the fheep are found to vary
like thofe of Great-Britain. Thofe of
the fouth and eaft are large, and their
flefhi is rank. Thofe of the north, and
the mountainous parts, are imall, and
their flefh {weet. The fleeces alfo differ
in proportion.

Scotland breeds a fmall kind, and
their fleeces are coarfe. Boethius {peaks
of a breed in the ifle of Rona covered
with blue wool, and two other kinds
but the truth of thefe relations ought
to be enquired into, as the credulous
Boethius 1s the only writer that has
mentioned therm.

There

o W
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There is hardly any part of this ani-
mal that is not ufeful to mankind; the
fleece, which we have already menti-
oned ; the flefh is a delicate and whole-
fome food; gloves and different parts
of our apparel are made from the ikin;
it is alfo ufed for covers to books ; and
parchment is likewife made from 1t: of
the entrails are formed ftrings for vari-
‘ous mufical inftruments ; the milk 1s
thicker than the cows, and yields a
greater quantity of butter and cheefe ;
the dung is a very rich manure, info-
much that the folding of fheep is be-
come too ufeful a branch of huibandry
to be negleéted by the farmer.

Whether we confider the advantages
that refult from this animal to indivi-
duals in particular, or to thefe king-
doms in general, we may, with Colu-
mella, confider animals of the fheep
kind as deferving of the firft rank, with
regard to their utility ; for they prin-
cipally defend us from the violence of
the cold, and adorn our tables with
numeérous and agreeable repafts.

No country, however, produces fuch
fheep, as England ; either with larger
fleeces, or better adapted for the bufi-
nefs of cloathing. Spanifh fleeces are

. indeed



128 The SHEEP.

indeed finer, and fome of their wool is
generally neceflary to work up with
our own ; but the weight of a Spanifh
fleece ftands in no degree of competi-
tion with thofe of Lincolnfhire or War-
wickfhire.

The fheep which are harmlefs are
reckoned the beft fort. Like all other
ruminant animals, fheep want the up-
per fore-teeth, but they have eight in
the lower jaw : two of thefe teeth drop,
and are replaced at two years old; four
of them are replaced at three years old 3
and all at the age of four years. There
are, however, fome breeds in England,
which the thepherds call leather-mouth-
ed cattle, that never change their teeth
and as their teeth are thus longer wear-
ing, they are generally {fuppofed to grow
old {fooner than the reft.

- Sheep produce one or two lambs at a
time ;. and fometimes, (though not
often) three or four. The firit lamb
of an ewe is generally lefs waluable
than thofe.of a {ccond or third produc-
tion ; the third being always {uppofed
to be the beft. - They bear their young
five months; and, if they are houfed,
will bring forth at any time of the
year.

The
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 The woolly ftheep, fuch as we have
among us, is found only in Europe,
and fome of the temperate provinces in
Afia. When tranfported into warmer
countries, either into Florida or Gui-
nea, its wool degenefates into hair, and
its Aefh has a different flavours in ex-
treme cold countries; it feems equally
helplefs and a ftranger ; and though it
fubfifts both in Guinea and Greenland,
et it does not feem to be a natural in-
habitant of either: :

A ram {fomectimes lives to the age of
fifteen years, and begins to procreate
at one. When two of thefe ammals
meet together, they fometimes e¢ngage
very fiercely, butting cach other with
their heads and hotrns.  When rams are
caftrated they are called weathers, and
they then grow larger and fatter, and
the eth becomes much better flavoured.
Ewes are faid to live ten years; but
they feldom attain that age. ltis re-
markable that every ewe knows its owi
laniib, though there thould be five hun-
dred in a flock.

The fheep and lamb are the hierogly-
phics of innocence ; therefore St. %y-
prian, in his book of Envy, fays,
¢ Let us remember by what name

Jefus
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Jefus Chrift calls his people, by what
appellation he diftinguithes his flock.
He calls them fheep, that the Chrifti-
ans may ecqual lambs in innocence.
He calls them lambs, that, by fimpli-
city of {pirit, they may 1mitate the
harmlefs difpofition” of thofe animals.”-
Thofe who would exprefs, in hierogly-
phical terms, a peaceful, mild, harm-
lefs, open-hearted, unblemifhed per-
fon, ufually reprefent a lamb. Opu-
lence, Felicity, Fruitfulnefs; and Plen-
ty, are reprefented by the theep. ¢ I
have a thoufand lambs feeding on the
mountains of Sicily,” fays Corydon in
Virgil.  Varro and Marcellus obferve,
that every perfon who did not appear at
his {fummons, was abliged to forfeit a
theep. ,

Sheep: will thrive upon almoft any
ground, and for that reafon are pre-
ferred by many before the larger cattle.

The farmer thould always buy his
fheep from a worfe land than his own,
and they fhould be large boned, and
have a long greafy wool, curling clofe
and well. ‘Thefe fheep always breed
the fineft wool, and are the moft ap-
proved of by the butcher for fale in the
market,

The
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The fat paftures breed ftraight, tall

fheep, and the barren hills and downs
breed {quare fhort ones ; woods and
mountains breed tall and {lender fheep ;
but the beft of all are thofe bred upon
new ploughed land, and dry grounds.
On the contrary, all wet and moift
lands are bad for fheep, efpecially fuch
as are fubject to be overflowed, and to
have fand and dirt left on them. The
falt-marfhes are, however, an excep-
tion to this general rule, for their falt-
nefs makes amends for their moifture ;
any thing of falt, on account of its
drying quality, being of great advan-
tage to fheep.

When fheep are turned into fields of
wheat or rye-to feed, it muft: not be |
too rank firft; for then it generally
throws them into {cowerings. Ewes
that are big fhould be kept but bare,
for it is very dangerous to them to be
fat at the time of their bringing forth
their young. They may be well fed
indeed, like cows, a fortnight before-
hand, to put them into heart. /Jdor~
timer’s Hufbandry. '

The feeding {heep with turnips is one
great advantage to the farmers, from
the crops they raife of them: they foon

: tatten
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fatten upon them, but there is fome
difficulty in getting them to feed on
them; the old ones aly ways refufe them
.at ﬂrﬂ and will fometimes faft three or
four days until they are almoft fa-
mifhed; but the young lambs fall to at
once.

The common way, in fome places,
of turning a flock of fheep at large
into a field of turnips, 1s very difadvan-
tageous ; for they will thus deftroy
as many in a fortnight, as would have
kept them a whole wmter. There are
three other ways of feeding them on -
this food, all of which have their feve-
ral advmtaoes.

The ﬁrﬁ way 1s to divide the land
by hurdles, and allow the fheep to.
come upon fuch a pOI‘thH only at a
time, as they can eat in one day, and
fo advance the hurdles farther into
the ground daily until all be eaten.
This 15 infinitely better than the former
random method, though they never eat
them clean even this way, but leave
the bottoms and outfides {cooped 1n the
ground ; the people pull up thefe in-
deed w1th 1ron crooks, and 11y them
before the fheep again, but they até
generally made fo foul that they do

LLOC
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not care for them ; they eat but little
-of them, and what they do, does not
neurifh them like the frefh roots.

The fecond way is by inclofing the
theep in hurdles, as in the former, but
in this they pull wp all the turnips
they fuppofe the fheep can eat in one
day, and daily remove the hurdles over
‘the ground, whence they have pulled
up the turnips: by this means there is
no wafte, and lefs expence; for a per-
fon may in twohours, pull up all thofe
turnips ; the remaining fhells of which
would have employed three or four la-
‘bourers a day to get up with their
«crooks outof the ground, trodden hard
by the feet of thetheep ; and the worft
s, that as, in the method of pulling
up firft, the turnips are cat up clean's
in this way, by the hook, they are
walted, the theep do not eat any great
part of them, and when the ground
«comes to be tilled afterwards for a crop
of corn, the fragments of the turnips
are feen in fuch quantities on the fur-
face, that half theé crop at leaft feems
to have been wafted.

The third manner is to pull up the
turnips, and remove them in a eart or
waggon te fome other place {praading

R N Do shem
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them on a freth place every day; by
this means the fheep will eat themn up
clean, both roots and leaves. The
great advantage of this method is,
when there is land not far off, which
wants dung more than that Whele the
turnips grow, which perhaps is alfo too
wet for the theep in winter ; and then
the turnips will, by the too great moif-
ture and dirt of " the foil, {fometimes
fpoil the fheep, and give them the rot.
Yet fuch gtound will often bring forth
more and larger turnips than dry land ;
and when they are carried off, and
eaten by the fheep on ploughed land in
dry weather, and on green fward 1n wet
weather, the fheep will fucceed much
“better 3 and the moift foil, where the
-turnips grow, not being trodden by the
theep, will be much fitter for a crop of
corn, than if they had been fed with
the turnips on it. The expence of
hurdles, and the trouble of movin
them 1s faved 1in this cafe, and this will
counterbalance at leaft the expence of
pulling the turnips, and carrying them
to the places where they are to be eaten.
They- muft always be carried off for
oxcn.  Tulls Horfe-hoeing Hufbandry.

¢ To

-
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¢ To form a flock,” fays Mr. Buf-

fon, ¢¢ from which a reafonable profit
may be expe&ed fheep and weathers
muft be purchafed of about eighteen
months, or two yeais old; and one
thepherd; if careful; and affifted by a
good dog, may take care of an hun-
dred. In leading them out to pafture,
he fhould go before them, and accuf=-
tom them to know his voice, to follow
him without ftopping, or ftraying a-
mong the corn, woods, and fallow
lands, where they would do damadge:
The places that beft dgree with them
are downs, and fmall eminences : low,
wet, and marfhy grounds fhould be
avoided.

“¢ In dry and high grounds, efpe-
cially if the herbage abound in wild
thyme, and other odoriferous plants,
the mutton is of a much finer quality
than that which 1s fed in moift valleys
and low plains ; unlefs thefe plains are
fandy and near the fea, the herbage
then being {prinkled with falt ; and the
theep are no-where {o good as on thefe
falt plains. The ewes al{o that are fed
in them, yield more milk, and of a'-
better tafte.

N 2 Thefe
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‘¢ Thefe animals are remarkably fond’
of falt, and nothing is more healthful
when given in moderation; and in
fome places it is cuffomary to put into
the fheep-houfe a bag of falt, or a fa-
line ftone, which they all greedily lick
one¢ after another.

¢ Every year the flock thould be ex-
amined, in order to find out fuch as.
begin to: grow old, and are intended
for fattening; for as they require a dif-
- ferent management from the-others, fo
they fhould alfo be formed into a fe-
parate flock. They fhould be let a-
broad in fummer before fun-rifing, in
order to feed on the grafs while moift-
ened with the dews.. Nothing forwards:
the fattening of weathers mors than
a great quantity of moifture ; and no-
thing more obftru&s it than the heatof
the fun ; fo that about eight or nine in
the morning, before the great heat be-
gins, they fhould be brought back, and
falt given them to excite thirft. About
four in the afternoon they fhould be
led a fecond time into- cool and moift
places 3 and after two or three months
of thefe little cares, they will have all
the appearance of being full of flefh ¢
indeed they are generally fattened as

much:
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much as they can be ; but this fat pro-
ceeding only from the great quantity
of water they have drank, may be faid
to be no more ‘than an cedema, or
bloated humour, which would in a fhort
time turn to the rot, and can be pre-
vented only by killing them while they
are 1n this ftate of fatnefs. Even their
fleth, far from being firm and juicy, is
extremely infipid and flabby : 1n order,
therefore, to make good fleth, befides
letting them feed on the dew, and giv-
ing them a great deal of water, they
fhould have, at the {fame time, more
fucculent food than grafs. They may
be fattened in every feafon, by only
keeping them a-part in a theep-houfe,
and feeding them with the meal of bar-
ley, oats, wheat, beans, &c. mixed
with falt, for making them drink more
copioufly. But in whatever manner,
and 1n whatever feafon they are fatten-
ed, they muft be immediately difpofed
of ; for they cannot be fattened twice,
and they will die by difeafes of the

liver. ' '
¢ Every year the whole flock, wea-
thers, ewes, .and lambs, are fheared.
In hot countries, where the creature
may without danger be laid bare, the
N 3 wool
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wool is not fheared, but plucked off ;
and often they yield two fleeces in a
year. In France, and the colder cli-
mates, it is cut only once a year with
large fhears, ftill leaving the fheep part
of their flecce, as fome defemce againft
the feverity of the climate. The fea-
fon for this operation is-in the month of
May, after thoroughly wathing thern,
that the wool may be as clean as pofli-
ble.. In the month of April it is too
cold, and if delayed until June or
July, the wool would not grow fuffi-
ciently during the remainder of the
fummer, to {fecure them from. the win-
ter’s cold. The weathers have gene-
rally more wool than the ewes, and it
is alfo better. ‘That of the neck, and:
the top of the back, is the prime ; that
of the thighs, tail, belly, throat, &ec..
15 not fo good.  White wool is-alfo pre-
ferred to the brown, and black, as it
may be dyed of any colour. Straightl
wool 1s better than curled ; and it is
even faid, 'that the weathers, whofe
wool 1s too much curled, are not in fo
good a ftate of health as the others.
A confiderable advantage may alfo be
drawn from fheep by folding them;
that is, by leaving them for a proper

y ume
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time or lands intended for improve-
ment. In order te this; the ground
muft be inclofed, and the flock thut up
in it every night during the fummer.
By this means, the dung, urine, and
heat of the body of thiefe creatures,
will in a fhort time bring the ground
into heat, whether exhaufted, or na--
turally cold and barren. A hundred
fheep will 1x ene fummer meliorate
c1ght acres of ground, which will con-
tinue 1ts femhtv fix years.
< The tafte of the flefh, the fine-
nefs of the woel, the quantity of the
fuet, and even: the fize of thefe ani-
:rhals, differ very greatly in different
countries. In anc tihey chicfly a-
bound in the dutchy of Berry 5 thofe
in the neighbourhood of Bcauvam and
{fome other parts of Normandy, are the
1a1geﬁ and the falleft of iuet. In
Burgundy they are very goed ; bat the
beft are thofe that feed on the fandy
coafts of our maritime provinces. Thc
wools of Italy, Spain, and England,
are finer than thofe of ance. Im
Poitou, Provence, the neighbourhood
of Bayonne, and fome other parts of
- France, there are fheep which feem
to be of a fereign breed ; they are
4. ftrenger,
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ftronger, larger, and have a great deal
more wool than thofe of the common
breed. Thefe fheep are alfo more pro-
lific than the other, it being nothing
extrordinary with them to have two
lambs at a time, and yean twice 2 year.
The rams of this breed, engendering
with the common ewes, produce an in-
termediate breed, partaking of the two
from whom it proceeds. In Italy and
Spain, the number and variety in the .
breeds of fheep is fill greater 5 but all
muft be confidered as forming one and
the fame {pecies with our theep ;
though this {o numerous and diverfified
{pecies hardly extends beyond Europe.
Thofe long and broad-tailed creatures
fo common in Africa and Afia, and
by travellers called Barbary fheep,
feem to be of a fpecies different from
ours, as well as the American, Vigo-
niay and - Llama.” Bufor’s  Hiftoire
WNaturelle, tom. V.

The reader is indebted to the ingeni-
ous Mr. Irwin for the following ob-
fervations relating to the management
of fheep in Ireland.

¢ Of all the quadrupeds,” fays he,
¢¢ the fheep, perhaps, is the animal
beft adapted by Providence to pay the

rent.
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“rent, T requires great attention to it}
but, at the fame time, httle bod1]V
trouble. The chief care fhould con-
fift in their cantenment for food, 1
which our Irifth farmers are extremely
regligent (I mean thofe of them that
have abilities to be otherwife) for
they fitation them pqomlfcuohﬂy over
the land, mcloﬁng only the fattesing
rrroundt, which is done but badly, and
other cattle fuffered to mix with them 3
whereas fheep, in their rearing and fdt-
tening ftate, fhould be by no means
mf’fmcd to perambulate a variety of
pafture.
<< But Countrles and cncurnﬁances
dlﬁcer » for tnourrh I do not approve of
extenﬁve umnclofed pafiures in fre-
fand, it {eems in Spain they do \xell
enourvh - the flocks there dre finall,
mn ance ; but they have a l’l“ht of
commonage in that country; pe1haps
not 1n any other civilized one that we
know of.
Thereitis a conftant praétice with'
*he ﬂ)e pherds, foon after fhearing-time,
to fet out with their flocks, gcnuall‘,
confifting of about an hundred each,:
and to pafs from one province to afio-.
ther, feeding them promifcuoudly both
o
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on ley and corn-lands ; the meadows;
and fome other particular inclofed lands,
as parks belonging to the nobility, and
clergy efpecially; only excepted. :

¢ Thefe itinerant thepherds often
travel three or four hundred miles from
their habitation with their finall flock :
they fometimes take part of their fa-
mily, a good deal of provifions, a tent,
and fome well-trained dogs, and are
never ftopped if they keep the fheep on
the open lands; and often do not re-
turn home till after lambing-time, .
¥ S Alhey generally have one third, or
half the profit of the fock for their
hire; Mufeum Rufticum, wol. 1. page
449. :

¢ I think,” fays another writer in
the Mufeum Rufticum, ¢¢that early
fhearing fhould be preferred on many
accounts : fome defer this work until at
or after Midfummer ; but this fhould
be avoided, as very bad confequences
often enfue. By this late fhearing; the
maggot has an opportunity of breeding
in their {kins 3 and this frets them in
fuch a manner, that they often pine
away, and lofe all their flefh.
wift 7 Ehisias eafily prevented by early
fhearing ; and theretore, if the weather

be
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beany thing tolerable, I generally dothis
work about the nnddk:cﬁ'hday, and
fometimes the beginning of that month :
by this method the new growth of the
‘wool has time to get a- held fo as to
fecure the theep from the attack of the
fly. Itis true, that at this time of
the year the Weathel 1s often cold, and
chilling rains fall, which might endan-
ger my new- ﬂ101n.ﬂleep, was no far-
ther care taken of them : but this dan-
ger I always guard againft, by wa{hlng
my fheep, after fhearing, with falt-
water taken from the Medway : this is of
great fervice 1n killing any vermin that
may harbour clofe to their fkins, and,

befides this advantage the penetmtmor
‘quality of the falt fo warms this ani-
mal’s mafs of blood, that it is a great
means of preferving ’it from many dif-
orders to which itis fatally fubjeét ; fuch
as the gripes, {cab, red-water, rot, &c.
- &ecer &ea T his, i fay, has b my
pratice ever fince I have lived in Kent;;
but before that time, when I was' not
within diftance of the fea or Medway

to get falt-water from thence, I always
made a brine of a proper ftrength with
common falt and {oft water, andapphed
rt to the fame ufe with equ;u benefit,

thOuJ}
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though it coft me, indeed fomewhat
more. When my fheep have fores,
cither by the bite,of fies, or by fcratch-
ang, &c. i find the beft remedy to be
zhat which 15 €ommonly in ufe, viz,
a little tar applied to the wound : many,
if you afk their adyice, will, by way
of fhewing their judgment, préferibe
complicated mixtures, which have no
other merit than that of being more
expeafive ; but be affured, that the
more fimple the remedy, the fHeedier
the cure. L At o dung

¢¢ Though I fhear my theep fooner
than mof’to_fmy neighbours, I fhouldalfo
have obferved, thatIalways fhear my fat
weathers firft, as they are beft able to
bear the cold ; and T referve my poor
theep till laft, as the cold and chilling
rains pinch them more than the others,”
Mufeuon Rufticum, vol, 1. page 210,

¢ I neyer ufed to fhear,” fays Mr.
Lafle, < till the Monday beforec Mid-
fummer-day; but I now {anno 1714)
find I was in an error in (o doing ; and
that, as my keeping is very good, by
which means the wool grows the larger,
and heats the fheep the more, and their
tlefhinefs being fuch as to bear the cold
the earlierin parting with their flegces,

’
-
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I ought to begin to theer the firft week
in June; and the fheep would not only
thrive much the bettef, when the load
of their wool was gone, but their new
wool would alfo have more time to grow
againft Wayhill-Fair, which would
make the fheep look more burley.”
Lifle’s Hufbandry, wol. II. %78,
Welicannot but in general approve
of the early fheering of fheep, begin-
ning with the fatteft ; but no ‘cer-
tain day can, with reafon, be fixed for
doing this work 5 for our feafons differ
fo much in various years, that next
year, in the beginning of May, the
weather may be o warm, as to be ver
proper for the work ; and in the fol-
lowing year, the middle of the fame
month may, on account of the cold,
be too foon to begin. The beft regu-
lator for this work, as well as many
others, would be the ftate of vegeta-
tion, from repeated obfervation of
{fome particular tree or plant, on a par-
ticular foil and expofure ; for to bring
plants to a certain flate, requires al-
ways a certain degree of heat, and this
1s fooner or later, according to the fea-
fon. Every work of huibandry, in
ipring at leaft, might be regulated in
O the



THO The SHEEP.

the fame manner, and that to great
advantage, for nature is an unerring

guide. :
¢¢ There are,” fays Mr. Mills, ¢ in
this kingdom, vaft traéts of ground,
known by the name of downs, on which
arc chiefly fed large flocks of theep.
Experience has abundantly evinced,
that though the grafs there is naturally
thort, itis an excellent food forifheep ;
and as the welfare of thefe creatures is
of the utmoft confequence to one of
the moft eflential branches of the com-
merce of England, very great caution
thould be ufed in making any alteration
in their diet, until it be well proved,
by fair experiments, that a richer pat-
ture does not injure their fleeces. I
would therefore recommend, in the
firongeft manner, to gentlemen who
have eftates bordering on fuch downs,
particularly on that extenfive traét
called Salifbury-Plain, which reaches
from the weftward of Marlborough to
the fea, to bring fome of their fheep
into rich paftures, of different graffes,
as well natural as artificial, and to keep
them there for fome generations, in or-
der to alcertain, with certainty, what
the effet will be.—The word genera-
tions
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tions may, perhaps, here terrify at
firft, as implying a long fpace of time
for thefe experiments, thofe who do
not 1mmediately confider in how few
years this fucceflion may take place.—A
lamb reared from its birth on bur-
net, for inftance, will, in two years,
bring a lamb, which, in two years
more, brings young, and the fixth year
may fee the third generation : {o that
by the end of feven or cight years the
fact may be afcertained.”  Mills’s Huf~
bandry, wvol. 111, page 379.

THE MANY HORNED SHEEP.

THE firft variety of the domeftic
kinds, after our own, is to be feen in
Iceland, Mufcovy, and the coldeft cli-
mates of the North. This, which
may be called the many horned fheep,
or the Iceland fheep, refembles our,
breed in the form of the body and the
tail ; but differs confiderably in the
number of horns : they have generally
four, and fometimes they are known to
have eight, growing from different parts
of the forehead. This animal is large
and formidable, and nature feems to

‘ O bave
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- have thus fitted it for a ftate of war :
it is neverthelefs of the nature of the
reft of its kind, being gentle, mild, and
timid. Its wool is long, fmooth, and.
hairy, and very different from that of
the common fheep : it is of a dark
brown colour, and, under its outward
coat of hair, it has an internal cover-
ing that is fine, fhort, and foft, and
rather refembles fur than wool. There
is a kind from Spain, with two upright
and two lateral horns, the body covered
with wool, with yellowifh hairs in the
fore-part of the neck, fourteen inches
1 length: fuch a fheep was thewn alive
in London a few years ago,

THE BRoAD TAILED SHEEP.

"THE broad tailed theep is very com-
mon in Tartary, Arabia, Perfia, Bar-
bary, Syria, ‘and Egypt. This ani-
mal is principally remarkable for its
large and heavy tail, which often weighs
from twenty 'to thirty pounds. Mr,
Pennant informs us that fome of thefe
tails weigh fifty pounds each. It is
fometimes a foot broad, and is ufu-
ally fupported by a fmalb board that

| T goet
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goes upon wheels; whence arofe the
ﬁory of their havmg carts to carr
their tails. The upper-part of the
tail 1s covered with wool, but it is bare
underneath ;3 and the natives, ‘who
reckon it a great delicacy, are careful
to preferve it from injury : thefe tails
are of a fubftance between fat and mar-
row, and are eaten with the lean of the
mutton. In the temperate climates
their fleeces are, as in our breed, foft
and woolly, but they are hairy in the
warmer latitudes ; yet the enormous
fize of their tails they preferve in both.
In Aleppo and Syria, thefe fheep are
ufually kept in the yards, to preferve
their tails from injury.

Tue SHEEP carrep STREPSI-
CHEROS.

THE fheep called Strepficheros is a
native of Crete, and the other iflands
of the Archipelago, and differs from the
Englith fheep only in havmg ﬁralght
fplral horns, furrounded with a fpiral -
furrow.

O 3 TreE
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Tue GUINEA SHEEGP,

THE Guinea theep are generally
found in all the tropical climates both
of Africa, and the E?aﬁ—Indies. They
are large, with a rough hairy fkin,
fhort horns, and ears long and pendu-
lous : they have under their chin a
kind of dewlap, and a long mane, which
reaches below the neck., Their form
1s fo different from the reft, that they
might be confidered as animals of anc.
ther kind, if they were not known to
breed with other fheep. Of all the
domettic kinds, thefe feem tp approach
the neareft to a ftate of nature : they
are ftronger, larger, and Heeter, thah
the common breed, and therefore bet.
ter adapted to 2 precarious foreft life.,
Like the reft, however, they feem to
rely on man for fupport, being wholly
of "a domeftic nature, and fubfifting
only in the warmer chmates,

Tug MOUEFLON.

ALL the varieties of fheep, whici
have been reduced into a flate of do-
meftic
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meftic fervitude, are capable of pro-
ducing among each other ; all the pe-
culiarities of their form have been
made by climate and human cultiva-
tion, and none of them appear to be
fufficiently independent, to live in g
ftate of {avage nature. They fhould
therefore be confidered as a degenerate
race, formed by the hand of man, and
propagated folely for his benefit. '

While man thus cultivates the do-
meftic kinds, he drives away and de-
ftroys the {favage race, which are more
headf¥rong, and lefs beneficial. Thefe
are to be found only in a very {mall
number, in the moft uneultivated coun-
tries, where they fubfift by their native
{fwiftnefs and firength. -

The moufflon, that keeps all the
marks of being the primitive race, ig
only to be found in the more unculti-
vated parts of Greece, Sardinia, Cor-
fica, and the deferts of Tartary : the
moufflon, however, has been atually
known to breed with the domeftic ani-
mal.

The moufllon or mufmon, though
covered with hair, refembles a ram
more than any other animal ; it has the
eyes placed near the harns, like a ram s

an
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and its ears are not fo long as thofe of
the goat; in its horns it alfo refembles
the ram, and in all the particular con-
toursof its form: there is indeed a ftrong
fimilitude between the horns, they are
of a yellow colour; they have three
fides"as in the ram, and bend back-
wards behind the ears in the {fame man-
ner. ‘The muzzle, and the infide of
the ears, are whitith, tin&ured with
yellow.

Upon the whole, the form feems more
calculated for agility and ftrength than
that of the common fheep : the moufflon
can live in a favage ftate, and maintain
itfelf either by force or {wiftnefs, amidft
all the animals that live by rapine. On
account of its {peed, many have been
inclined to rank it rather among the
deer kind than the theep : but they are
certainly miftaken, as the moufflon
has a mark that entirely diftinguifhes it
from that fpecies, being known never
to fhed horns.

There 1s a ftrong refemblance be-
tween the male and female of this fpe-
cies; but the female is lefs, and her
horns never grow to that prodigious
fize they are of in the wild ram.

Such
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Such is the fheep in its favage ftate ;
a noble, bold, and beautiful animal ;
but the moft beautiful creatures are not
always the moft ufeful to man. Hu-
man induftry, to improve its utility,
has deftroyed its grace.

Tue GOAT AND ITS NUMEROUS
VARIETIES.

SOME domeftic animals, by not be-
ing of the firft confequence, are con- -
fidered as nothing : the fervices of the
afs are {lighted, becaufe they are inferior
to thofe of thehorfe, and thofe of the goat
are difregarded, becaufe the theep fo far
exceedsit. Were the horfe or the ftheep
removed from nature, the afs and the
goat would be invaluable.

The goat in its prefent negleéted
ftate, feems to vary but little from the
wild animals of the fame kind. It
feems in every refpeét, fays Mr. Buf-
fon, more calculated for a lifc of favage
liberty than the fheep. It has more
animal inftin&, and 1s naturally more
lively. It readily attaches itfelf to
man, and appears {fenfible of his carefes,
It 1s ftronger, fwifter, braver, more

playful,
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playful,brifker,and more capricious than
the theep. It is difficult to confine it to
1ts flocks, 1t choofes its own paftures, and
loves to ftray remote from the reft. It
is fond of climbing precipices; and de-
lightsingoingtothe very brink of danger,

The goat is frequently feen fufpended
upon an eminence, hanging over the
fea, upon a very f{mall bafe, and re-
poles there with fecurity. Nature,
indeed, has fitted it for traveifin
thefe declivities with eafe; the hoof is
hollow underneath, with fharp edges,
fo that it walks on the ridge of an
houfe with as much fafety as on the
level ground. When two are yoaked
together, as is frequently praétifed, they
will, as if by confent, take large and
hazardous leaps ; and yet fo well time
their mutual efforts, as rarely to mif-
carry in the attempt.

The goatis a hardy animal and very
eafily fuftained ; it is therefore chiefly
the property of the poor, who have no
paftures. It prefers the negleéted wild
to the cultuvated fields of art : it de-
. lights in the heathy mountain, or the
fhrubby rock : the tops of the boughs,
-or the tender bark of young trees, is
1ts favourite food : it bears immoderate

heat
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heat better than the fheep : it is neither
terrified at a ftorm, nor incommoded
by the rain ; it feems to be affe&ed only
by immoderate cold, which is faid to
produce a vertigo, with which this ani-
mal 1s fometimes aflicted.

The goat produces two at a time ; or
three at the moft. But in warmer cli-
mates, though it degenerates and is
much {maller, yet it becomes more
fruitful, and generally produces three,
four, or five, at a fingle delivery. At
the age of one year the buck is capable
of propagating ; and the female at the
age of feven months : but the fruits of
fuch premature generation are weak and
defe&tive. Their beft breeding-time is
gencrally delayed till the age of eigh-
teen months or two years. One buck
1s fufficient for an hundred and ﬁfty
goats ; his appetites are exceflive ; but
his violent ardour brings on a {peedy
decay, fo that he becomes encrvated, in
lefs than four years, and is really old
before he "reaches his feventh year.
The goat, in fome places, bears twice
a year 5 and, like the fheep, continues
five months with young.

Goat’s milk is fweet, nourifhing,
and medicinal ; is lefs apt to curdle on

the
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the ftomach than cow’s milk ; and
therefore preferable to thofe of a weak
digeftion. As the goat generally feeds
upon fhrubby paftures, and heathy
mountains, there is a fine flavour in its
milk, which is very pleafing to fuch as
are fond of that aliment.

The goat makes the chief pofleflion
of the inhabitants, in fome parts of
Ireland and the Highlands of Scotland.
On thofe mountains, where no other
animal could fubfift, the goat gleans a
fufficient living ; and fulpplies the hardy
natives with a varied laxury. Their
beds are made of their fkins, which are
foft, clean, and wholefome ; they feaft
upon their milk with oat bread ; fome
part of it they convert into butter, and
fome into cheefe : the fleth indeed is a
delicacy they feldom tafte of, it being
too expenfive ; even by the epicure, the
kid is confidered as a great rarity ; and
the fleth of the goat, when properly
prepared, is preferred by fome to veni-
fon.

Thus even in the wildeft folitudes,
the poor find comforts, of which the
rich do not think preper to difpoflefs
them : 1n thefe mountainous retreats,
the people have their feafts and their

plea-
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pleafures ; their faithful flock of goats
attends them to thofe awful folitudes,
-and furnithes them with the neceflaries
of life : while they arc happy in being
1gnorant of greater luxury.

This animal is to be found in almoft
every part of the world, and feems
fitted for the neceflities of man in both
extremes. .

. The goat i1s fo prejudicial to planta-
tions, that it would be imprudent to
draw him from his native rocks, except
he could be hindered from cropping the
tops of- the boughs, or tearing the ten-
der bark from young trees, A gentle-
man in Merioneththire *, broke the
teeth of his goats fhort off with a pair
of pincers, in order to preferve his
trees; but this method ought not to be
‘recommended, efpecially when - thole
animals are preferved for their milk, as
the great falubrity of that medicine
arifes from their promifcuous feeding.

This animal contributes, in many
inftances, to the neceflities of human
hfe: from its hair, the white perukes
are made ; for which purpofe, that of
the he-goat is moit efteemed ; that

¥ Britith Zoology, vol. I. pagc 29.
P which
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which grows on the haunches 1s ge-
nerally the longeft, the whiteft, and the
thickeft. The {kin, in proportion to
its good or bad hue, will fell from a
guinea to about two thillings. The
Welch goats are larger, and have longer
and finer hair than thofe of other moun-
tainous countries : befides, they are
generally white, and thofe of France
have thort reddifh hair, and little horns.
We have {een the horns of a Cambrian
he-goat three feet two inches long, and
three feet from tip to tip.

The fuet of this animal is in great
efteem for making candles, which are
far fuperior in whitenefs and goodnefs
to thofe made from that of the fheep,
or the ox, and confequently bears a bet~
ter price. Of the horns, the country
people make handles for their tucks and
pen-knives. The fkin is much ufed in
the glove-manufa&ory, efpecially that
of the kid. In the army it covers the
horfeman’s arms, and a kind of bag is
made of it for carrying the foot-fol-
diers provifions. The tlefh affords the
inhabitants a cheap and plentiful provi-
fion in the winter months, when the
kids are brought tomarket; the haunches
are frequently falted and dried, and an-

1 {wer
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fwer all the purpofes of bacon. The
meat of a {payed goat of about fix or
feven years old is reckoned the beft,
and 1s generally very fweet and fat,
Of this an excellent pafty 13 made : it
is called rock venifon, and is indeed not
much inferior to that of the deer.

~ The milk of the goat 1s {foveet, nou-
rifhing and medicinzl; it is an excellent
fuccedaneum for afs’s-milk. In many
of the mountainous parts of Scotland
and Ireland, this milk 1s made into
whey, and has been furprifingly effica-
cious in thofe cafes where coolers and
reftoratives are neceflary. There is as
great a refort of patients to many of
thefe places, as there 1sin England to the
Spaws or Baths. That the milk of this
animal is {o falutary, is not in the leaft
furprifing, when it is confidered that it
only brouzes on the tops, tendrils, and
flower of the mountain thrubs, and me-
dicinal herbs.

In fome of our mountainous coun-
tries, cheefe made of this animal’s milk
1s much efteemed, when kept to a pro-
per age 3 but it has a peculiar tafte.

The rutting feafon of goats is from
the beginning of September to Novem-
bher + their excelfive venery prevents

2 longe-
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longevity, for they feldom live above
eleven or twelve years. They fleep
expofed to the fun, and feem to en-
joy its warmeft fervours; a funny fea-
fon makes them fat and frolickfome.

The goat 1s of the ruminating kind,
is cloven-footed, and has no fore-teeth
in the upper-jaw *.

Goats are recommended to lic among
horfes ; their fmell, as fuppofed, pre-
venting many diftempers in thofe cat-
tle' t.

Tue GOAT or ANGORA.

THE goat of Natolia, or, as Monf.
Buffon calls it, the goat of Angora, has

* Goats were held in great veneration by the inha-
bitants of Mendes in Egypt ; and the Egyptians in
general never offered them i facrifice, becaufe their god
Pan was reprefented with the face and legs of a goat.
Under the fymbol of this animal, they imagined they
worthipped the principle of the fertility of all na-
ture exprefled by the god Pan. But among the
Greeks, the goat was {acrificed to Bacchus, becaufe it
deftroyed (he vines, Venus ufed frequently to ride
on a goat. The popular Venus is reprefented mounted
on a goat, fays Paufanias ; and the marine Venus riding
through the waves on a fea goat.

1 Mortimer’s Hulbandry, vol. I. page 244.

the
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the ears longer than ouss, and broader
in proportion. The horns of the male
are about the fame length with the goat
of Europe, but black, and very dif-
ferently turned, going out horizon -
tally on each 1dc of the head, and
twifted round in the manner of a coxL-
{fcrew. The horns of the female are
fhorter, and encircle the ear fomewhat
like thofe of the ram.

Thefe animals are found only near
Angora, Beibazar, and Cougua, in
Aﬁdtxc Turkey. Thofe of the laft
place are brown or black ; and the two
it of a falky finenefs and hlvcry white-
nefs, 1 curled locks of eight or nine
inches in length ; which i1s “the bahs of
;our fine camb‘ets. The hair 1s im-
ported here in the form of thread, for
the Turks will not {fuffer it to be ex-
ported raw, as the {pinning gives em-
ployment to multitudes of poor. This
wauct} is confined to a diftriét of two or
three days journey in extent ; if they

«change climate, the hair grows coarfer.
The goat- herds are very attentive to
them, and are perpetually combing and
wafhmfr them.

T\othmg can exceed the beauty of
she ftuffs which are made from the

P hair
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hair of almoft all the animals about
Angora,

THE  STYHRTA NGO AT,

« A fecond variety is the Syrian goat,
fomewhat larger than ours, with broad
ears, which almoft hang down to the
ground. Sometimes their ears are fo
troublefome that the owners cut off one,
to enable the animal to feed with more
eafe. The horns are not above two
inches and an half long, are black, and
bend a little backwards. The colour
of the hair 1s like that of the fox, and
there are two excrefcences under the
throat, which refemble the gills of a
cock. Thefe animals are chiefly kept
round Aleppo to fupply the people with
milk, which i1s {weet and well tafted.
They are driven through the ftreets
from April to September, in the fame
manner that the affes are in London,
and their milk is fold to the inhabi=

tants as they pafs along.

THE
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“Tap sMALL GOAT or AMERICA.

THE {mall goat of America is of
the fize of a kid, but the hair is as long
as that of the common breed. The
horm which are about the length of a
man’s finger, are thick, and bend {o
clofe to the head, that they almoft
penetrate the fkin.

Tur'h LithEy G .0 Ak,
AT the Cape of Good-Hope, in

Africa, there is an animal called the
blue goat. In fhape it refembles the
domei’clc, but 1s confiderably larger,
being nearly of the fize of a ftag. Its
hair is very {hort, and of a fine thining
blue ; but when the animal 1s dead it
lofes much of 1its beauty. It has a
very long beard, but the horns are
thorter 1n pxopomon than - thofe of
other goats, and are turmed {pirally.-
Tts legs are long, but well proportioned ;
and the fleth, though lean, 1s well
tafted. In that plcnutul country, how-
ever, it is chiefly killed on account of
its {kin.

5 It
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It is a fhy animal, and very feldom
approaches the Dutch {fettlements ;
but they are found in great plenty in
the more uncultivated parts of ~the
country. In this extenfive region there.
are others of various colours, many of
which are beautifully {potted with

brown, white, and red.

Yo BT DAL SIGHEA
THE Juda or Whidaw goat, found

in Africa, refembles ours, exceptin fize,
it being much {maller. * This animal
1s common in (Guinea, Angola, and
all along the coafts of Africa. Itisvery
fat, but not much larger than a hare,
and its flefh has a delicious tafte. In
that country it i1s univerfally preferred
to mutton, Linnzus fays, that this
and the preceding, came from America;
but certainly, before its difcovery by
the Spaniards, the goat, and every
other domeftic animal, was unknown

there, Lin. Syft. g5.

THE
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THE capricornis a variety with fhort
horns, their ends turning forward, their
fides annulated, and the rings more pro-
minent before than behind *.

In fine, thefe animals feem all of one
kind, with very inconfiderable diftinc-
tions between them. They differ in-
deed, in fome refpedts; fuch as not
" having the fame colour, hair, ears, or
horns. But it is a maxim obferved in
natural hiftory, that neither the horns, -
the colour, the quality or length of the
hair, or the pofition of the ears, are to
be confidered as making an aftual dif-
tinétion in the kinds.

Thefe are only accidental varieties,
produced by climate and food, which
ifometimes change even 1n the fame ani-
mal, and give 1t a feeming diffcrence
of form. When the fhapes, the incli-
nations, and the internal conformation
of feemingly differentcreatures are near-
Iy the fame ; and more efpecially when
they produce among each other, we do
not hefitate in pronouncing the {pecies.

* Le Capricorn de Buffon, XIL 146, tab. xv.
THE
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FHERE are others, nearly refem-
bling the goat kind, of whofe kindred
we cannot be equally certain, The
animals in queftion are the fhammoy
and the ibex. Were there but one of
thefe wild animals, we might readil
allow it for the parent ftock ; but, in
the prefent cafe, there are two kinds
that have almoft equal pretenfions to
this honour; and the claims of which
it has been found difficult to deter-
mine.

Both the ibex and the fhammoy bear
very near approaches to the goat in
figure ; they both have horns that never
fhed ; and even differ more from each
other than from the animal in queftion.
Monf, Buffon is of opinion that the
ibex is the principal fource, that our
domeftic goat is the immediate defcen-
dant, and that the thammoy is only a
variety from that ftock, a kind of col-
lateral branch of the fame family. He
prefers the ibex becaufe it has a more
malculine figure, large horns, and a
large beard, and the thammoy is defi-
cientin thete marks of primitive frength

and
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and wildnefs. He therefore imagines,
in their original favage ftate, that our
goat has taken after the male of the
parent ftock, and the fhammoy after
the female, and that a variety 1n thefe
animals was thus produced, before they
were cultivated by man.

Both thefe animals, however, feem
well fitted for their precarious life;
they are both extremely fwift, and ca-
pable of running, without fear or dan-
ger, along the ledges of precipices ;
where the wolf or the fox, though
driven by hunger, dares not venture
to purfue them. They are both natives
of the Alps, the Pyrences, and the
mountains of Greece and Crete ; there
they propagate abundantly, and con-
tinue to exift in fpite of the hunter, and
their other natural enemies.

In the fhape of its body, the ibex re-
fembles the goat ; but his horns are
much larger. They are bent backward,
full of knots, and 1t is faid there is a
knotadded every year. Bellonius fays,
fome of thefe are found at leaft two
yards long. ‘The ibex has a large black
beard, is of a brown colour, and has 3
thick warm coat of hair. A ftreak of
black runs along the top of the back ;

ang
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and the belly, the back, and the thighs
are of a fawn colour.

Tae S HA MM O Y:
> THE fhammoy, fays M. Peroud,

though a wild animal, 1s eafily tamed :
it is found only in rocky and mountain-
ous places. It 1s about the fize of a
domeftic goat, which it in many re-
{peéts refembles. It is extremely live-
ly and aéive, has fhort hair like that
of the doe ; is of an afh colour in
{pring ; a dun colour, inclining to

2
black, in autumn, and of a blackith

brown 1n winter.

The fhammoy 1is found in great
plenty, in the mountains of Dauphiny,
of Piedmont, Savoy, Switzerland, Ger-
many, Greece, and Crete. They aflem-
ble in flocks from four to one hundred,
- difperfed upon the crags of the moun-
tains. The large males feed at a dif-
tance from the reft, except in rutting-
time, when they approach the females,
and drive away the young. They
couple from the beginning of O&ober
to the latter end of November; and

they bring forth their young in March
and
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ard April. The young ones keep with
the dam about five months, if they are
not feparated by the hunters and the
. wolves. They live between twenty and
thirty years. They generally produce
two, and feldom more than three at a
time.

Their flefh is good for food ; and
each animal yields about ten or twelve
pounds of fuet, far furpaffing that of
the goat in firmnefs and goodnefs.

Though moft animals are known to
have fome cry, the fhammoy has fcarce
any. It has only a kind of feeble
bleat, by which the parent calls its
young ; but, when danger threatens,

-and it 1s to alarm the reft of the flock,
it makes a hiffing noife, which is heard
at a confiderable diftance. This ani-
mal 1s extremely vigilant, and has a
quick and piercindgj eye., lts fmellNis
alfo very diftinguithing. It is faid that,
by its fmell, it can difcover a man at
half a league diftance, and gives the
carlieft notice. Upon any apprehen-
fions of danger, it begins its hifling
note. Having repofed 2 moment after
this alarm, the animal again looks
round, and, perceiving the reality of
its fears, coatinues to hifs by intervals,

Q. dll
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till it has fpread the alarm to a vaft
diftance. During this time, it feems
violently agitated ; ftrikes the ground
with one of its fore-feet, and fometimes
with both ; bounds from sock to rock ;
turns and looks about; runs to the edge
of the precipice ; and, ftill perceiving
the enemy, tlies with its utmoft fpeed..
It is remarked that the hifling of the
male is much fharper and louder than
that of the female. o

The fhammoy, like the common
goat, feeds upon the beft herbage, and
tele&s the moift delicate parts of the
plants, flowers and buds. While it
feeds upon the fucculent herbs, it drinks.
but little, and chews the cud in the-
intervals of feeding. :

‘The eyes of this animal are beauti-
ful, round, and fparkling. Tt has two
fmall black horns, of about half a foot
Jong, . and fifing from the forchead,
almoft betwixt the eyes. Theie, In-
ftead of going backwards, or fideways,
jet out forwards, and bend a little, at
their extremities, backwards m a finall
circle. The ears are elegantly placed
near the horns ;3 and on each fide of the
fagce are two ftripes of black, the reft
being of a whitith yeliow.

Heat
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Heat is {o offenfive to thefe animals,
that in the fummer they are found
only in the caverns of rocks, amidft
fragments of unmelted ice, under the
fhade of high {preading trees, o of
hanging precipices that face the north,
and keep off the rays of the fun.
Morning and evening they go to paf-
ture, but feldom in the heat of the
day. During the rigours of winter,
the fhammoy fleeps in the thicker
forefts, and feeds upen the {hrubs and
the buds of the pine-tree. It turnsup
the fnow with its foot to feek for herb-
age ; and, where he finds it green,
makes a delicious repaft : the more
cragey and uneven the foreft, the more
the hammoy is fatisfied with his abode.

They always afcend or defcend in an
oblique direétion; and throw themfelves
down a rock of thirty feet,and fafely fix
apon fome protuberance or fragment,
on the fide of the precipice, though it
fhould be but juft large enough to place
their feet upon. In their defcent, how-
ever, they ftrike the rock three or four
times with their feet, to ftop the velo-
city of their motion.

The 1kin of the fhammoy, when
drefled, has been celebrated for its {oft-

80 nefs
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nefs and warmth ; at prefent, however,
the leather called thammoy, is made
from thofe of the tame goat, the fheep,
and the deer.

They are hunted during the winter,
partly for their fkins, and partly for
their fleth. The chace of the fham-
moy is a laborious employ ; they muft
be got at by furprize, and are fhot with
rifle-barrelled guns. In their ftomach
1s often found a hairy ball, covered
with a hard cruft of an oblong form.

Altmann informs us that there are
two forts of thammoy goats in Swit-
zerland, one of which s redder and
imaller than the other, and never de-
icends into the valleys, but continues
on the moft inacceffible mountainsg dur-
ing the whole winter. . The other fort,
which is larger and browner, fome-
times comes down to the foot of the
mountains, where it lives in winter on
the ends of fir-tree branches.,

Many medicinal virtues are afcribed
to feveral parts of this animal. The
fat, mixed with milk, is faid to be good
in ulcers of the lungs ; and the gall to
trengthen the fight, to cleanfe ul-
cers of the cornea, and to take away
ipots.  The ftone which is found in the

ftomach
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ftomach of this animal, and is called
the German bezoar, was formerly
thought to have the virtues of oriental
bezoar ; but, even the virtues which
that was faid to poffefs, are no longer.
attributed to it, for it is now .con-
fidered as little more than an abfor-
bent. :

Aur, S EBERTAN GO AR

Thefe animals vary in fize and co-
lour ; the 1kin of one, which is to be
feen at the Britifh-Mufeum, is covered
with pale ferruginous hair, which is
fhort on the fides, but longer on the
top of the neck, and a little cre& : on
the thoulders, and along the lower fide
of the neck, the hair is fourteen inches
long : beneath the hairis a kind of {hort
wool, and on the knees a bare pot, which
appearstohave been occafioned by kneel-
ing to lie down. The tail of this ani-
mal is fhort, but the borns are twenty-
five inches long, eleven in the girth in
the thickeft place, and nineteen inches
diftant from point to point, -It has no
beard. The mouth, the fore-head,
and the ears refemble thofe of a ram.

Q.3 Thofs
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Thofe of Corfica are fmaller, and of a
deepith brown mixed with a ruft co-
lour ; the belly, rump, and hind legs
are white ; and the horns of the females
are much f{maller than thofe of the
males.

Belon very judicioufly ftiles this ani-
mal the tragelaphus, or deer; though
his horns do not fall off yearly like thofe
of the ftag. Mr. Buffon fuppofes this
creature to be the fheep in the wild
ftate, but Mr. Pennant and other writers
are of a contrary opinion.

They are found in the north-eaft
parts of Afia; Barbary, Sardinia, Cor-
fica, and Greece : they live amidft the
mountains, and run with great rapi-
dity among the rocks, Thofe of Kamt-
chatka are fo very ftrong, that ten men

can hardly hold one; and their horns are

fometimes o large as to weigh thirty
pounds, and {fo' capacious as to afford
thelter ‘in the hollow of them for
young foxes, when they happen by

accident to fall off in the defarts. This

animal will grow to the fize of a young
ftag ; it propagates in aptumn, and
brings forth one at a time, and fome-
times twa,

TyE |

TR —
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Tue CAMELOPARD.

IT is a difficult matter to form an
adequate idea of this creature’s fize. It
exhibits fomewhat of the fthape of the
deer, but is deftitute of its [ymmetry,
It has fhort ftraight horns, covered with
hair, and in the fore- head has a tu-
bercle about thrée inches high refem-
bling a third-horn. Thefe animals
have been found eighteen feet high,
and ten from the ground to the top  of
the thoulders. The hinder part, how-
ever is much lower, fo that when it
ftands ftill, it has fomewhat the ap-
pearance of a dog fitting,

Neither the difpofition nor the forma-
tion of this animal {feems calculated for
a ftate of natural hoftility ; its horns
are blunt ; its teeth are fitted entnely
for vegetablc pafture; its colour 1s a
dirty white, marked with large broad
rufty {pots *. It is timorous and inof-
fcn{yve, and, notwithftanding its fize,
endeavours to avoid- an encmy rather

* Dr. Goldimith fays, ¢ his fkin is bcautxfully
fnccklcd with white fpots upon a browni(h giound;”
but Mr. Pennant, who faw the fkin of a young one at
Leyden, deferibes him as we have done,

than
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than refift him. It inhabits the forefts
of Althiopia, and other interior parts
of Africa. From the extraordinary
length of its fore-legs, it cannot graze
without dividing them to a great dif-
tance ; 1t therefore fubfifts principally
. by breuzing on the leaves of trees; and
itkneels like a camel previous to its lying
down. This animal has been very
rarely feen in Eurcpe; but it was
known to the Romans in carly times,
and appears among the figures in the
- aflemblage of Eaflern animals, on the
celebrated Praneftine pavement, made
by the dire&ions of Sylla, where it is
reprelented both grazing and brouzing
in its natural attitudes, It was alfo ex-
hibited at Rome by the popular Cafar,
among other animals in the Circzan
games.

This animal is called by the Greeks
camelo-pardalis, becaufe they fuppofed
1t Yo be generated between a’camel and
a leopard.

Tue ANTELOPE oz GazELL.

THE diﬁinguiﬂling marks of this
tribe of animals, by which they differ
. from

P T R SN
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from the goat and deer, are thefe :
their horns are made differently, be-
ing annulated or twifted ; they have
bunches of hair upon their fore-legs,
and have a ftreak of black, red, or
brown, on the lower part of their fides ;
and in the internal fide of the ear, there
are three ftreaks of whitith hair.

Moft of thefe animals inhabit the
hotteft part of the globe; or at leaft
thofe parts of the temperate zone, which
lic fo near the tropics as to form a
doubtful climate.

It 1s, however, remarkable, that not-
withftanding the warmth of North-
America appears fuited to their na-
ture, yet not a fingle {pecies has ever
been difcovered in any part of the new
world ; but they are very numerous in
Afia and Africa.

Almoft every fpecies of the ante-
lope have the following general agree-
ments : they are animals of a moft ele-
gant and active make, of a reftlefs and
timid difpofition, extremely vigilant,
of great vivacity, remarkably {wift
and agile, and mott of their boundings
are fo light and fo elaftic, as to ftrike
the fpe&tator with aftonithment. Like
the hare, “its hinder-legs are longer

than
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than thofe before, which add to its
fecurity in afcending or defcending
fleep places ; like the fheep, they have
all a cloven hoof; and they have alfo
parmanent horns; but thofe of the
temale are fmaller than thofe of the
male.

The chace of thefe animals is a fa-
vourite diverfion with the Eaftern na-
tions, therefore the beft proofs of the
rapid {peed of the antelope tribe may
be colleéted from them. Bernier, in
his travels, informs us, that the grey-
hound, which is the fleeteft of all dogs,
1s unequal in the courfe ; and the fportf-
man requires the aid of the falcon,
trained to the work, to feize on the
animal and impede its motions, to give
the dogs an opportunity of overtaking
it.. In India and Perfia, a kind of
leopard 1s made ufe of in the chace : it
is not by fwiftnefs of foot that this ani-
mal takes its prey, but by the greatnefs
of his fprings, by motions fimilar to

that of the antelope ; but if, in the -

firlt attempt, the leopard fhould fail,
the game efcapes.

The fleetnefs of the antelope was
proverbial in the country it inhabited,
even in the earlieft times : the Gadites

were

e e e
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were {aid to be as {wift as the roes upon
the mountains. What is extremely
~ fingular, this animal will ftop for a mo-
ment in the midft of its courfe, to gaze
at 1ts purfuers, and then refume its
flight.

Of all creatures in the world the an-
telope 1s fuppofed to have the moft
beautiful eye; it is extremely brilliant,
and yet fo meek ‘that all the Eaftern
poets compare the eyes of their mif-
trefles to thofe of this animal. Aine ¢/
Czazel, or “ You have the eyes of an
antelope,” 1s confidered as the higheft
compliment that a lover can pay.

Of the antelope, fome fpecies form
herds of two or three thoufands, while
others affemble in {mall parties of five
or fix. They generally inhabit hilly
countries, though fome refide in the
plains : they brouze and feed on the
tender fhoots ef trees, like the goat,
which renders their fleth delicious ; but
thofe which are fattened in houfes have
not that excellent avour.

Moft of the fyftematic writers have
clafled this animal with the goat kind ;
but the antelope forms an intermediate
genus, a link between the goat and the

deer.

-
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deer. With the firft, they agree in the
texture of the horns, which have a
core 1n them ; and they are perma-
nent : with the latter, in their fleet-
nefs and the elegance of their form.,
They properly fill up the interval be-
tween thele two kinds of animals; fo
that it is no eafy matter to difcover
where the goat ends, and the deer may
be faid to begin.

-
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