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SECOND VOYAGE 

01' 

GOL UMBus~ 

ALL the ne~essary measure3 being 

takep at Court for this second expe-
- dition, Columbus took his ,departure 

for Seville. Thither volunteers, of all 

classes, flocke_d from all parts, al­
lured b) t!1e thirst of gold; soldiers, 

_ 1nechanics, labourers, tradesmen, all 

were eager to share the wealth of 
· the new-discovered world, and their 

noisy clai1ns to preference were not 
, easily adjusted. Columbus; for the 

present, selected only fifteen - hun­

~red men, of all descriptions, whon1 



he embarked on board se:venteen 
vessels of different sizes. Besides 
provi$ions and other necessaries, he 
took on board ( for the jmprovement ., 
of the new co1onjes,) some horses, 
asses, and other ·animals, which have_ -
since multjplied so .exceedingly in 
America : he also furnished himself . . -
with all sorts of tools, and commo­
dities for trade: and, the fleet bei,ng 
fully equipped, he set sail from the 
road of Cadiz, on the_25th of Sep­
tember, 1493, steering for the Cana ... 
ry Islands. 

On the 28th, bei'ng loo' leagues 
distant from Spain, they saw abun­
dance of turtle-doves, quails, and 

I 

and other small birds, passing from 
, I 
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the A~zores, to winter _ in Africa. 

They ran afterwards four hundred 

leagues due . west from the Canary 

Islands, with a prosperous gale. 

On Saturday, the 2d of Novem­

ber, in the evening, the Admiral per­

ceiving a great alteration in the sky, 

·which was soon follo,yed by torrents 

of rain, concluded he vras near some 

· land, wJ1ich attracted those vapours. 

Ile qrdered his men, in consequence, 

Jo take in almost all the sails, and to 

keep a sharp look-out: nor was this 

precaution useless; for, at day-Lreak, 

they cfescried, aLout sc;1en leagues 

- to tbe " ·est\vard, a high mountain­

ous island, -which the Admiral 

1rnmcd Dominicn: on account of it~ 
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being discovered on a· Sunday. l\f ucl} 
ab9ut the 'Sf!_me'· time, they -esr:>~€~ 
thre,e other islands; _and 1:_!1~ crews,. as·• 

· sembling on deck, returned thanks t~ . _ 
God for their wonderful success, in __ 
having sailed ~ight bundred leagu_es, 
in the spac~ of twenty days, ~ithout 
the sn1allest accident. There being -

· no convenient place for &nchbrage 
ori -the east side of Dominica,~ t~1ey 
stood for another q( the islands, 
which the Admiral calle_d wiariega.­
htnte, after: his _ o\vn ship, a!1d of 
which he took · posse£sion, with the 
usual formalities, in tht; name of the 
l(ing and Quee_n of Spain. 

On. l\1onday, Nove1nber· the 4th, 
he s,ailefl from hence nonhwnrd? _ b_y 
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_ ,anothe~ great island, which he called 

St. l\fary of Gaudaloupc, _ in conse­

quence of a promise he had made to 

a conv~nt of thaJ name. Some men 

were sent a-shore 'in the boat, but 

thei·e, as i_n the oth~-r islands already 

tlisfovered, the inhabitants fled · at 

tbeir approach. The Spaniards 

went _ up to a sort of town, were ~ey 

_found on1y some children, to Mt ho8e 

_arms_they tied a few baubles;'i.n token 

of friendship: -They saw geese not 

unlike those of Europe, aud abun­

dan~e of very large parrots. There 

were also pompions and pine-apples, 

of exquisite flavour, · growing ·wild, 

and, in the huts they- found different . 

kinds of strange f1yits, cot,ton, ha1n-
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·mocJrn, bows, arro\vs, and other rude -
implements, which they left un• 

touch~d, t9 co_n_vinee the nat1ves of 

'tb~ir frieqdLy disposi,tion. Next day 

the Adrnin'tl sent two boats on shore, 

with order$ ro ,take, if possi~le, 
some of the savages, from_ who.m -he,. 

' n1ightderive s01'!1ei'i1formation .. They 
1 retu~ned with two young n1e1;1, who 

• f 

~aid they were, natives of :another 

island, and had been takeri prisonei·~ 

by the C~ribbees of Guaµalo\1pe. 

The boats going a-sh~re a seconq., 

ti_me for some Spaniartjs, who had 
been left . behind, foun:d six women 

1/ 

who had fled to them, and desired to 
be carried on board ; these th~ Ack 
1niral presented with beads and ~?']~, 
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~and dis~issed m:uch against their in-
clin~tions. The poor creatures were 
no sooner landed, than the . Carib- · 

- _bees i·obbed tnem of all -their newly­
acquired ornaments, in §ight of the 

_ Spaniards. The next time the boat's 
crew fa_nded, the~e · wome1f leaped . - t.. ... 
_into the boat; · imploring protection 
from th~ cruelty of the islanders, 
who,,,they signified, had eaten their 
husband,s, · and kept thern ·in slavery. 
\Vhen brought to the Admiral, th~y 
informed hin) that there w_ere, to -: 
~,a1'ds tl1y so'l1th, many islan~s and 
~ -lilrge : continent, from which, in 

-formef times, canoes came· to barter; 
µ. nd th€y pointed out the situation of 
-J-lispan1ol~; - Th~ Admiral landed 

I 
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soon after, and entered some of the 

Indian houses, where he found a 

grea_t deal of cotton, spun and un­

spuu, · together with abundance of 

human bones and skulls, hung up in 

baskets. I-I e observed that those 
I 

Caribbees "'ere better accommo--

datcd with lodging", fu1~niture, and 

provis1ons, than the natives of the . , ' 

1slaqµs by had discovered in his ~rst 

voyage~ 
On' the I Otp. of ~ overpber, }1e 

-lreigt.ie<l anchor, an<l sailed with the 

wi}ol~ fleet towards the· north~wcst,.,ii~ 
q~est of Hispaniola. On hi8 way 
h~ discovered and named mo5t of 

th~ islands, known at present µqd~r _ 

th~ pam~ of )Viqdward, Islands, and 
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. among them 1\Iontserrat, so called by 
him on aceount of its height, the in­

habits of which, he unde-rstood from 

his Indfans, had a11 been deyoured 

by the Caribbees. . In iike manner 
- the Agmiral discovered · the Virgin 

Islands, and he anchored in a 
bay; ·whe• e his men caught ::;kaite, 
pirchards, an~ chad; they saw be­
sides . falcons, and shrubs like wild 
, I 

vines. On the east side of the bay, 
they visited- some well-built hotrses, 

with a squ,are in ~heir front, fratn 
which was a spacious road dow.n to 

the sea, flank,ed on both sides with 

cane towers, the tops of which were 
, - , curiously iqterwoven with greens; 

. . 
and ·at the end of it, next to the 
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sea, stood -a l0fty gallery, or bal:-.
1 

.. 

c~ny, l~u~ge ~~o~gp to ho1cj ten· or 
twelve- persqns. _ ,. 

Qn Fri~ay, the_ 14th, I the L}d1~1fr~l 
-arrived- i~ the Bay of Samana, 9n_ 
the north ~ig-e o( ~ispaniola, where · 
he sent OQ ~~of~ one-qf his Indians, 
whq ,fai5 a !?~~ivy. of t_~a~ part, ~nd 
·who, during his _;stay 1~ Spa}11, h~d 

,( . I . . . • 

been c_onv ... er~e!i to the ~~ri,stian_f,aitk · 
" ~- • • r 

from hence, c_oQtinuing hi~ fOUtse 
· foi- th·e to,wn of .Nativity; he ~ame,;o ' r , , -... 

an anchqr in 'the port of Monte, 
; .., I• { 

· Christo, where some of his men .dis-
coverecJ, near a F~ver, the bod1-es of, 
two m~n, , witlJ a rope rpade -of a kind· 

I f j, ' ,- . ' ·• 

of b~oom -about, their .necks, _and. . 
/, ,,J ' ' • J \. • 

·their ar~s eJftended t1po~ a pie~e -o~ 
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wood, in the form .of a c'ross. This 

., ' - l, • • • • ~ 

drct:fmstance was considered as . a 

ba~ op1en,,,,, although it wa.s impossi~ 

, ble fo qis~gv~r whether they_ ":~re 
Span'iards or' natiyes~ · 

Nex~ d~y, a num~ef 9f I~1dip.n~ 
~ame ~b~ard ~ith great confide~ce~ -, 
and pi~9a9un~ed .:s~veral Spa.nish 
w9rd_s: ·t~ey had learn·ea from t·h~ 
settlers~ so that- t_he' apptehensions 

' . ' i . 
the' Admiral had at first conceived 

• ' , I .,. •, ! + 

bdg'aI! ~<? y~ni~h. f e~ t d~y, how"' 
f;Ver; put an end to. his doubts; for 

' • • J , ' 

when lie · anc4ored· neai' fort Nati-:-
• ~ I ,,, ~ ,. 

--vity, shme Ind1aris Ca[!}~ al'ongsido 
1n ~-~a~-ioe, anti ii~qui~·~q· for ~i1n · by 
name; being -sati~fied·, that' l-1e 'Ya~ . 

ih~i~,· they 1ye~ . o~ ·board~ ~11d pre:-
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serited him with tw~ ~asks, as a coi:Ji;. 
p1i~{~nt from the c·~ciqti~-,G"i.1ac~na~ 
_ga,d~ his foi·mer fderid: l?r?orri the.se 
-people, he Had the riiortffication t<? 
ie~r.ri that the gre~tes~ . pilH . of h~ / 

I ., , • , • l 

settlers. w:ere dead, and the rest _genie 
to other , c~tintries. -Although the .~ 

· Admfral suspected - treachei;y, he 
·con~ealed his suspicions for the prel 

se11t, arid that s.ame night dismis~e~ 
ihe messengers with _some trin~et~.,- -~ 
for 'their Pdnce. · ' ;, . 

1Vhen he ente_veci Port Nativity, 
h~ saw no_thii~g but ruin an'd deso~a­
, tion ; . the town~ jyas· burned to . the 
. ~round, :arid :het a· soLii appe~i·e·d ~h . 
, ~he bea~h; . he_ sent' some of hi}, peo- · 

1 " • ', . . • ""' 

ple on shore ~ ,- ga~her infoi'ma~f :cr,,f -
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.. 

f4 
and they f 6untl the b-odies of ele~len 
Spaniards, who seemed to have been 
dead a month. 'VJ:iile he was lost 
in.. sorrow, and prompted to Fesent-
111:qt by t11is unfortunate event, he 
wa.isited by Guacanagari's bro­
ther, wh9 ,cam~ down attended by 
some Indians. By means of an in­
terpreter, he' told the Admiral, that 

·· he bad scarcely set sail on his return 
to Spa.in, when those he _ had settled 
in the country began to , quarrel 
among the~seLves; every man en­
deavouring to amass as 1nuch gold 
as be co~ld find, and indulging in 
every kind of excess and extrava­
gance; that Peter Gutie_rres and 
Escovedo, having killed one Jago, 



• 1 ~- ; • ·" , 

:-.. ~ 
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hatl, with· nine others, retired into 
the o.ominions o( a Cacique, called 
Cannabo, Lor~( of the Mines, who 
pu_t every one of them to death,. and 
afterwaras _ca:~e down, with ~ great, 
~umber o(men, to destroy the town. ' . -

\ At that time) · J arpes_ de Arana, with 
teri meri, were left to guard the fort, 

. the rest havirig dispersed themselves 
about the island. ·cannabo stole ·· 
upon· !hem _by night, set fire to their 

, houses; and ~hey fie~ to th€ ~ea, · 
where eight of them per.ished ; the 

. 
~ other three _were ~ slain on shore. 

Guacanagari himself, who hadjolned 
the Spa~iards, was: obliged to fly~ i• '. 

after / having rec✓eiv:ed a da.~gerous 
wound; which cdrifined hin1 even theil ' 
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·to hts ho~1se, and , pr~vented. ~1,im 

from waitiqg on -the AdrniraL ,. 

- This . sto'ry ' e'xa,ctty agreei;1g with 
( . I - • •. • 

the intellig~nce "' brought by so_m~ 

Spaniards, ·who 11·ad beei1 sen't into 

the interiot of the .country, a9(fhi;t,d 
• • • I : • ' • l \ I 

-.actually ?een Guacanag1;1ri wqund~d. 

~t . his o~:n house, dete~~in~d. the 
• I ' j .._ ' • f ,.._• , I , 

J\dm~ral to set out, th_e ne~t day, o~ .a 

visit to that faithful friend. Ile-was 
. -

receiv~tl with all th_e .marks of cor-

dia~ity ancl concern; the C,acique 
. . J . . , , ., 

r~pe2.~e9 ~he tale of ·woe, --~•yith t_okeQ.s 

· of unfeigned s~rrcny, .- ~i1cf ·shewed 

h1s o-wn wound, and those of his 

, 1nen, received ~n defence of the 

- Spa1i1ards, and wh1ch appeared .. -i.n -
flicted t'by' Indian W<;! P~~S- 'The· 
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melancholJ explanatior;i bei_ng _over, 
t!ic _ Cacique presente~ th~ Admiral 
with eight stri1igs _ of _ small beads, · 
cbrnposecl of ,;hite, green, ~nd red 
stones,- a string -of gold beads, a re­
gal crown of the same metal, -and 
three S:rnall calaba~hes,: full of gold­
dust; ,v/eig_h_ing ·abou-t · fto p~uj gs. 
In teturn ·for these valu'able present~; 

, the Admiral-_ gave · hith _ toys to t
1
h~ 

value 'of three reals (about fifteen 
pence), which he seemed to prize 
highly. Though he was extreme-ly 

..,i , I • 

, ill, . he insisted on accompanying hls 
gue,st to the fl~et, ·where he .. was eii~ 
tertained with that attention · h1s 

- friendship dese~ved. He was greatiy . 
startled at the sigh~ __ 9f the horses i 
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. he soon, ho,,.ever, grew accustomed 
u 

to e~ery thing about him, and was 

aft~r\,\,·ards instructed in the myste­

ries of the Christian religion, which , 

he at fin,t had made some scruple to 

embrace. 

The A·dmiral, unable . to bear the 

sight of this place, which ha~ heen 

the scene of so many disasters, 

sailed to the eastward,_with the whole 

ffeet, on Saturday, the 7th of De­

cember: next day he passed the small 

islaqds of Mon_te Christo, and an­

chored 'opposite an Indian town, 

where he resolved to plant a colony. 

In consequence, all the men de­

, ·signed foi;: settlers were landed in a 

'plain, together with provisions and 
\ 
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proper tool.5; and he Legan by huiiJk · -
' ing a tower; he called Isabella, in 

honour of the Queen: this was 

judged a very convenient spot, as it 

was und~r a · rock, on which a fort 

might be erect_c<l ; the hai:Lour was 

capacious, and at a small distance ran 

a, river of pure water, which 1night 

easily be conveyed though the town , 

by canals; and beyond it lay an ex.;;. 

·tensive plain, from which, the In.,diaris 

_ · said, the rnin~s of Cebao ,,vere not 

very distant. The Admiral was inde­

fatigable _ in the vcirie!J of pursuits _ 

which the building of the town and _ 

the framing of regulations for the set­

tlement rendered necessary. ,vhen 

things were in ~ pretty good -state of 
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., forwardness, he_ sent Alonzo de 

~oieda, with ,fifteen n1en, in qhesfof 
the gold rni'nes; and on U{e 2d of Fe.: 
brua(y, he sent bat-k to Spain fivelve 
ships bf h1s fleet, tinder the comma1id 
of Captairi -Antonio de T9rres. 

Hoieda soo_n returned, and re­
portetl that, after a march of six days, ... durirlg which ·he ~1ad crossed inoun~ 
tains almost impassable, arid met at 
every - league Caciques Who enter­
tained h-1m with much hospitality, he 
bad an:ived at the mines of Cebao, 
whereheactua11ys_aw the Indians take I 

-up gold from a small ~iver. '_fhis in-
formation was extremely agreeable to '• . 
the Admiral, who ""~s just recovered 
.from a severe fit of illness, occasioned 
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by cxc€ssive fatigue, and · he-resol vecl 
, 

to visit the mines in person, having 
' 

; 

first secured one Bernarde cle Pisa, 

·whq _ had been_ the ringleader of a 

-conspi1:acy against ,him. To guard 

-~gaii1st __ sirnif~s atten~pts; !1e -~eft,. ~ 

-strong forc;e for the protectio:n q(the· 

~~ttlc~-ient~and· of' the five vessels he' 

'- had k·ept; this force he pur-u'l~~lei·· H~~ 
I ( j • r • f' 

command of his broth~1: ~James, at-id 

set out .for Cebao ,0:1 the· L2th of 
• • ·• ._ J, - ~ ' • ' ~ I 1 ' • 

1\!I~r~h-, , .c;aryyi~g wi.~~1 hh1J the ne.; · 

cessa'ry 'rna~Eir1~1s· t'6 build a fort '\1:i 

) • - t l ' - . :- ' • ,.J ' ... 

thatt province,, fo'r the security of. the 

Spal)'iards, who sho~ld be Tef~\o ga~ 
. , , r · I 

ther go~d artjong .the I ncli,ans. Th~· 

- hetter_ to iritimidate the?e . savages; 

h~ made ~grand para·de of his troops, 
( l I J I l }. 

J 
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whorri he Olidered· t~ march thrQugh 
the. villages in military array, with 
their arn1s and a-cc0utrements, trum­
pets sounding an·d colours flying. He took -his road along the river 
that runs by' Isabella, crossed an­
otfier not so large, and took his 11ight­
qua'rters in a pleasant plain~ extend- . ing to the foot of a craggy chain of 
hills. Next day, having widened the , 1"oad:lhrough those bills, he entered 
another large ~lain, in which he tra­
velled five leagues, and spent the 
night on the banks of a gr~at river, 
which the 1nen crossed on floats and and in canoes. In his marc11 he 
passed · by n1any Indian towns, and 
the whole lway '\-Vas diversified with 
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pleasing tn.ountains cov·ei·e~ with 

~ild vin~s, alo~s, cassia, · and . the 

tree which produces scan1mony . . · 

· _ ,On the ,14th of March, . th?7 ar_-

' ril'"ed at a 'river, which they called the 

river q,f gold, because there th_ey ga;: 
thered: _some dust and grains _of th~t 

-met~l~ · Afte~ passing t~s larg~ 'body 
. ; . " - l 

of water with soine .difficµlty, they 

found on the· opposite s1de a · large : 

tow~, hu ~ all the .ho'uses were I sbu t ' 
-

f : 

against thell} by the inhabitants, who 

,ha.d barred .their doors with canes 

which they considered a~ a!! impi:eg­

nable defence. On the next day, 

they passed several towns, fortified 

in a likc:.m·anI)er, ancl .being rather 

short of ·provisions, . they _halted at , 
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. I . iiight 8:t. tI~_e foot of the 1nduntain~ 

on ihe'fr~nders of Cibao, arid sent J) I• , 
. ' to l£abella for a fresh supply. Ori 

receiving \his, they entered the pro~ 
vince' of Cibao,, a.nGl foui1d the cotiri­
try rotfgh a1id stony, yet yielding • I . , • 

. plenty of grass, and w~tered by seve..: • l " .. ' : i·al :rivers abouhding .with gold, 
· ,vhich is ·washed qowri from the 

inob.ntaiifa.. · There "vere scarcely 
ahy tr-ees, except 'Oil the banks of 
the dve1~s, whe1~e pines and palm: 

r trees were fouhd. . 
Columb~s i1tiriiediately 0rdered a 

fort to . be built, in a very strong 
though pleasant sittiati,on, distan·t 
ab.out ejghteen leagues, I northward, 
frorri Isabella; Tltis he caiied the-
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Castle qf St. Thomas, and left in· it, 
. . . r l . 

~s comman1er, Pe~er Margarite, with 

_a garrison of fl_ftj-s~x men, a~ong' / 

whom were worktpen of . i.ti'l sb-rts,' 

te finish and i·epair the foa/ ,~ hicl1: -­

was built with clay and titplier~ ' antl'­

of force sufficient to resist the !at-' • 
• • • ~ ' I • : • • • • • • • 

~empts of any Ii~mber of Ipdian?. · 

Af~er ~iving ~he .. proper, ·dire~tiqn~ 

for the fip~shi11"g ~l~tl tn'ainta'ip~ng_ of 

the works, the AdtniraJ set ot1t on hi~ 

'r-etui·'i-i' for liab~lla / ancl, thi~ time, 
• : • I ;,,, , ' • 

the nati yes
1 

flocked to meet him, of~ 
: ..... , ,· ... . . / ' . 

fering to barter ~htir proyisions, con-

. s'~stidg th1_efly I in, g'ari'id_ l~~?d a sort of 

bt~efq · !ra~J · of 'r~spect r~Ot$. ' 01~ 

_Surid·ay, M_arc·~ th_e ~.9th, he. arriyed 

_af ~h~ new co~ony, where he fo~nq 
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fZ,6 . 
melons alr~~dy fit F> eat, thought~~--­see.d had not been in the gni'und above two inohths. Cucumbers . 

- I -cal)?e to perfection ~n twenty days ; a,nd ~ wild vine of the c'ountry being prlf~ed pro~uced large and excellent g/ap~s. N ex't day, '_a peasant ga­thered ears qf wh_eat, which he had_ so,~n. in the latter end of January. The. -growth of ill other kinds of , J -

• 
veg~taqJe.s was eq~ally rapid. _ 0 n Tuesday, 1st of April, a mes-

' .. 
/ 

~ ~enger.', from' St. . T~omas brought intelligence that tl:~ . Ca.ciq~e Can-11abo- was making prep~ration9. ~o attack th,e , fort. '. 'Columbus, well kfiowing the pusillanimity of th~ In-
. 

. 
/ 

dians, wh? could not stand even th~ 
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sight of a horse, was not much 

alarmeq at this intelligence: he 

nevertheless sent a reinforcen1ent of 

seventy men to St. Thomas, with 
' 

orders to make tee roads more pas-

sa~le, and to find the fords of . the 

rivers. 

In the mean time, he completed 

~is tQ}VnJ and _having furnished it with 

all ·th~ conveaiencies then known in 

~urope, he determined .to $end eut 

all those Spaniards, who were not 

absolutely necessary to its safety, and 

who enjoyed a goo~ state of health, 

to traverse th~ 1isl.and, that they 

might reconnoit1;e the country, ac­

custorn themselves t_o Indian diet, 

and .strike terror into the natives. 
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They were asse1nbled t<? the number_ - of -four hundretl men, µnder , the command of Hojeda, _who was di­i·ccted to take them to '. Cibao, and place them under ~he ·orders of 

. 
. 

' 1\fargarite, who- was entrusted ,vith the expe-djtion, wl}ile IIoje~a was himself to take the command of fort " ,St. Thon1as. In the first days ·of . ' their march, they punished some In-~lians an·d ~vep some Caciques, who had been gu~lty of petty - offences, such a~ thif Jing, &c; rpore by terro'r thQ-n by severity, ar:id in pne instancea' Spani1rd _on h·orschact{, b'y hi_s si!nple· appearan~e? route~l four)"rn~1dn~d In-:­dian , and liberat~d four of ~is c1qµn-1 trymcp, they ~1~.tj ra.ken -prisonef~ 
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' In the mean time, the Admiral, no 

loQger apprehensive of any exterior 

disturbance, and having fitted .out 

his vessels for a new expedition, ap­

pointed a council to govern , the 

settlement, composed of four mem­

bers, at the _h~a9_ of whom he plJt.ced 

his brother James, as Pres.ident. 

In this ct11ize, · which lasted four 

months, ~olumbus made but few im­

portant discoveries. I-le, however, 

touched for the first time at Jamaica, 

which he thought m0re pleasant and 

more populous than a.~y island he 

had yet discovered. Ile then sailed 

round Cuba, whict.i he ascertained 

to be an island, and coasted the 

greatest part of Hispaniola; ' his 

, . -
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progress, -in ~his part of his voyage, was often impeded by strong cur­rents~ and by a. vast number of little low sandy is~ands, some of which sca1=cely appeared above water. To - a cluster of these, on the north-east side of Cuba, he gave the name of Queen's Garden. The perils ~hich he had here to encounter obliged his people to keep a constant look­out; . yet, n?twithstanding a~l their care, the vessels . frequently ran aground, and were not got off\\ ith­out much danger and difficulty. These fatigues nearly proved fatal to the Admiral, always foremost i_n those arduous duties, and he was seized with a pestilential ana _ Jethar-
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gic fever, which deprived him of the 

use of his senses. , I-Iis pe'ople 

availed' themselves of his situation 

to return to Isabella, where they ar­

rived in the latter end of 'AttJgust; 

',, but it was not till the ~9th -of Sep­

tember, that he recovered the use of / 
~ his reason; and though hLs fever was 

then gone, his wyakness continue~ 

five months afterward~. , 

Although this perilous voyage was 

not attended with iFflportant advan­

tages, yet it afforded inforniation 1 

both curious and _ _inter~sting. In 

one of the channels which divide the 

Queen's Garden I i lands, the Spa-
, ,-- -

niards found a canoe with fishermen,. 

wbo seeing the boat approach, rnµ.de 



- ss 
signs for them to lie on their oars, 
until they had finished the business 
they were about, which was _both 
novel and singular. _They had tied 
~~rings round_ the tails of some small 

- fishes, called Reves ; these are 
- taught to encounter other fish, to , - -- which they cling §O fast; ~y means of . 

a cert~in roughness, and viscosity in -
their skin, th~t the fishermen dra~v 
thern up toge_ther; upon this occa­
sion they caught a tortoise, and 'the 
reve was wound about its neck, 
where they gene1?lly fasten, to secure 
tbemsel \·es frorn the teeth of their 
J)rey·; and in this mant1er they will 
sometimes attack sharks of the 
largest £ize. The indians ha ving .. 
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drawn their line very Jeisµi·ely, \vent 

I ~ 

oi1 board the 4drriiral's ship, . anµ 
, r , ; . 

· fJresented him with tl-ie fish they p9-d 

caught; 'ror whicl~ h~ gratified them 
' -

with a few baubles. Among some 

of the sa1ne islands, nearer t~ ·Cuba, -
I, ' - . 

they ~aw very large tortoises, in such 

_nu_mber that· they actually _covered 

the . sea ; and, on the . n€~t day, 

the s·un_WilS darkened ~9Y a cloud of 

sea-crows, that ~am·e from ' the east- · 

, ward, and Ji~hted _upon one of the · 

iilands, where~ they likewise saw 

· · abundance of pigeons a9d beauti­

:ful sing1ng-birds ; a1~<l aftenvards 

such swarms "of ·butterflies, that the , 

clay w~s obscure·d by them frpn; 
I 

·morn rng till rii gh,t, vd1en they "·ere 

.., . 
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carrled,. away by a d~luge. of rain .. J • Whenever they la11ded, the pigeons and other hird~, ·un~cGusto1ned to the _cruelty of tl~e hu.maO: 'species, . al­lowed themsel v~s to be approached r near e_nough to be taken with the , hand, and they also killed some seals while asleep on the shore. Near the coast ~f Hispaniola, the Spaniards sawaa fish as big as a whale, with a ' . ·great shell like _ t!1at of a _tortoise upon its neck ; it bore its head; which was as large as a hogshead above water, and had·. a very lo1Jg tail: resembling-that of a tunny fish, an_g two large fins cin eacb side. The Tndians, -Columbus had oc­ca£ion to see in this exped_ition, re-
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sembled, in general, tho~e he had al­

ready seen; sometimes_ t~ey enter­

tai'ned his people with hospitaljty, at 

other times they would assume a 

warlike countenance, which, now-
, 

ever, soon vanished, when the Spa-

niards shewed any symptom5 of re­

sistance. The Admira~, on his re­
turn to Isabella, · found his bro,ther 

Bartholo1new, who had been sent to 

his assistance by their Catholic lvla- ' 

jesties, with three ships, and the 

t,itle of Adelantado, or Lieutenan t 

of the In-dfos. Indeed, the company­

and-assistance of Bartholomew could 

never have been more welcome t·o 

Columbus, who found hi·mself in:- , 

volved in infinite trouble and vex-a- 1 
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tion by the miscon<J:uct of Petet 
~-!cfrga1~ite. This man, as we have 
seen, had been left by the Admiral 
at the ~head of three hundred aiid 

' . , \ sixty foot and fourteen horse, ·with 
~rders t~ traverse and. reduce the { 
1sland; instead of w h1ch, he en­
camped in a great plain, called 
V-ega Real, distant ten Ieag.ues from 
Isabella~ and from thence he sent 1n­
solef.lt letters, and even orders to the 
Council, ov~r which he wanted to 
domineer; foiled, however, 1n his 
attempts to usurp the supreme com­
mand, and dreading the return of 
the Admiral, he suddenly left the 
Island for Spain, without assigning 
anf reason for his departure, or n1 
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any way disposing of the men under 
his commarid. The consequence 

, ~ was that, every one being at liberty 
to follow his own, inc1inations, the 
troops dispersed into the country, 
robbed th~ natives of · their effects, 
insulted their women, and, in short, 

_ committed such outrages as totally 
alie~ated the lndian~ from the Spa­
.niards, and excited them to reveng~.. ' 

The Cacique of l\1adelena, whose 
nam~ was Gu~liguana, was th·e first 
to take up,arms against the , intrud-. 
ing strangers;. he attacked !trag­
gling parties, killed ten Spaniards

7 
and burned a house in which were 
eleven sick people of the same na--

c 
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tion. Indeed, the natives had suf­

ficient forces to ~xpel their unwel­

come visitors, had they _but united 

for t!3eir common defence ; for the 

-island was divided - between four 
, ' 

_principal Caciques or I{ings, namely, 

Canl1abo, Gtia~_anagar}, -. Behechico, 

' -and Guarconex, and each of ·these 

had under him 'Seventy or eighty 

petty Lords or inferior Caciques, 

who were boJ1nd-to assi£t hiri1 in the 

labours of agricultut:e, , and in his 

wars, even with the whole popula­

tion under· their immediate orders. 

But want of inion. ren~ered their 

efforts unavailing. Guacana~ari, 

preferring new co·n"i1ections to an­

cient ties, remained faithful in, his 
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- ~dherence to the Spaniards; he· sup .. 
plied them with food, protected 
them with all hi,s po,~,;~r, and even 
disclosed to Co,lumbus the secret 
plans of his countrymen. This con­
duct. natur~Hy drevr forth their re­
sentment upon him. The oth-er Ca-

? ciques invaded his d0mini'ons-; Be-. 
hechic-o killed one of . his wives; an<l 
another was taken by Ganna~>O. 
Guacanagari lost no time in -solicit-· · -­
ing the protection of Columbus, 
·who as willingly granted it; they 
both set out from Isabella on the 
24th £?f October, 1495; to encounter 
the Indians, who had assembled an• 

1 

army of one hundred thousand mei1, ­
whi-le the force of the Spanj~rds 
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consisted in hvo hundred,with twenty 
ho1:ses and as rIJany dogs. -

On the second day qf his march, 
Colun-1bus, being in si~ht of the 
en.emy, formed _hi·s small army into 
two ·divisions; one of which he · 
headed in person, the other he gave . 
to his brother ; with the intention of 
attacking the ene1ny (who were pro­
miscuousry scattered over the plains) 
in two· places at once, tq_ increase the 
terror and C<{ 1Jfosion among them. 
Accordingly, the Spa~iards; after a 
discharge of tlieir cross-bows and 
musquets; fell in, on two different 
sides, among · the · naked Indians, 
with their hor uE:S and ,dogs, chargjng 
with such' fury~ that the faint-hearted 
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multitud_e soon gave ,vay ·in all direc­

tions. , 'lVIany, w~re, killed i,n t:-h~ir, 

'fiigh~ and a: :st!ll , greater number. 

""._ere 1nade prisoners. Among the lat-. 

ter was Cannabo with all his wives 

and .children. U ndism,aye4 by this 

revers~ ., of fortun_e, the Caciq u_e 

own~cl tha.t he _ had killed ., ty\:f n ty 

Spaniard·~, who had been left at Nati­

vity with Peter ·de A_rana,_ and that. 

his intention. was. to tre,at in· a similar 
' ._ • .. - '· ,. . ,,. 

manner thy inhaqita,nts , of Isabella, 

which he had reconnoitred for that 
. ~ 

. . ~ 

purpose, under the preten~e of a _ 

fr'iendl v visit. 
~ 

. 
:'I'his -viGt'ory, and th~ captjvity of. 

-Cannabo, s9 intimidated the Indians;. 

that~ in the spa~-r of a year, ¢olum- -
. .. 
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bus reduced the whole island to obe­
dience, without ha:ving once mor€ re­
course to arms; the ~pirits of these 
poo-r people _ were so effectually sub­
dued, that _a single Spaniard might 
travel over the whole island w-ith 

-perfect safety, _ and be treated every 
where with respectful hospitality. 

· To turn this di.~position to the great­
est advantage, the Admiral resolved· 
to impose upon them. a quarterly 
tribute, to be paid to the I(ing of 
Spain. In consequ-ence, every inha~ 
bitant of the district of Cibao, 
above the age o~ fourteen, was taxed 
at a. large horse--bell · full of gold­
dust; and the rest at twei1ty-five 
po':lnds of cotton each. At this 
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time th~ i_nhabitants qf Isabflla had 
been reduced-by diseas_e to ~ess thaQ 
one-third .of .thefr origin~1L i:iug1ber., 
and the .Ad~_iral . thoµght it expedi'.'.T 
ent to return to S_pain,' to solicit fresh.. 
a3sistance, taking wi~h him Cannabo, · 
fhat he might b~ us~cl as their Cath'o~ 
lie 1'1aje.stics should think proper~ 

1-Ie acconlingly set sail on th~ 
10th of lvfarch, 1496. In ~hi~ 
homeward-bol.lnd voyage he touched 
_at l\!I~riegalante_and at G uad~loup.e, 
with the in\entioq of ~ taking in ~ 
fresh stof:.~ of provisions, , but there 
he was opposed by feµ;i~le warriors, · 
who discharged sever'1,l ~~ghts of ar­
rows !1,t his boat&: Oq '1,110ther point 
of the isl3:pd, the hµsban~s of t_h~s~ 

1 
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amazons manifested the same hostile 
disposit1on, ' and had · actually pre; 
pared an ambusc::rde in the woods, ~ 

' ' from which, 'hm,vever, they \Vere 
soon driven by : tbe fire from the 
ships. The Spaniards then landed 
l-rithout ,, farther opposition, an<il 
found in the liuts plenty of provi­
sions. In one of them, they saw a 
II?an's arm roasting on a spit, whjch 
proved, beyond a doubt, that these 
people ,Yere cannibals, ab they had 
b ,3en previously inforrned., The 
Admiral set sail fron1 Guadaloupe, 
on the 20th -of April. Nothing re­
markaLle occurred in his passage, 
except his suffering so much from 
the dearth of provisions, that ·he 
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found some difficulty in preventing 
his people from feeding on the un­
fortunate Indians ,vho were on 
board. I1e lande<l at Odeniera, a 
small port between Lisbon and Cape 
St. Vincent, and immediately set 
out for Burgos, where he was fa­
vourably r,ccei~·ed by ~heir Catholic 
I\-Iajesties. Ife presented the K.ing 
and Queen with specimens of the 
•pectdiar productions of the cona­
tries whicb' he had discovered; such 
as birds, beasts, trees, plants, instru­
ments, and utensils, together with 
several girdles and masks, adorned 
with golden plates. I-fe also pre­
sented them v¢ith a largexiuantity of 
gold dust, and with g~ains of th~ 
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metal, of variol.ls s~zes~ from the Big­
ness of a pea to _ that of a pigeon's 
egg. 

I-Iaving vindicated · his own- con-· 
duct to th~ satisfaction of their ]\fa .. 
jesties, he earnestly begged to be · 
sent back with. supplies to the COe 

lony, w liich he had left in w.ant of 
men, and of many ~1ecessaries? but 

-uotwithstai1{:ling all his solicitations, 
the C0urt was so dilatory, _ .tJ1at te1' 

-or twe_l ve moriths elapsed before h<;! 
co·uld obtain a supply, . whi~h- was 
sent in t'\-YO ships, c-ommaoded by . . . 

Peter Fernandez Coronell. After 
his depart½!re,, Columbus con tinued 
to press t1:1e equi-prnent of sLfch a . 
fleet as would be proper for hini to 
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conduct to th,e vVest 1ndies; but 
this_ was· long retarded by ttw negli­
gence ~nd evil inten.tio1~s of Don 
John }?onseca, 'Archdeacon of Se-­
ville, who, being afterwards createg. 

, C 

Bishop of Burgos, · proved an --inve-
tera~e enemy to · the Admiral, and 
was at the head of a party, who, in 
the end, . brought hi111 into disgrace 
with -their Catholic M ,Jj es ties. 

EN D OF THE SECOND VOYAGJ~~ 

,. 

/ . 

-, I •. 



THIRD VOYAGE 

OF-

COL UMBUSo 

- . 

COLUMBUS having forwarded 
th~ expedition with the µtmost care 
and activity, set sail from the -Bay 
of San Lucar de Barrameda, with 
six ships, laden with provisions an? 
necessaries for the relief of the 
plaaters of Hispaniola, fully deter-
1nined, at the same tin1e, to discover 
the continent of Paria. He touched 
at Madeira, and several ·Of the Ca­
nary Islands, and fro1n Ferro, the 
1nost western of that cluster, he dis­
patched three of his ships to I-lisp a-
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niola, ,vhile, with the re~t, he sailed 

to-wards the Cape de Verd Islands, 

and ·from thence stood directly for 

the continent which he expected to 

discover. 

On the 25th of June, the Admi­

ral Jescried th~ is.land of Sal, and 

passing it came to , an ancbor, near 

another called· Buona Vista, on which 

are six or seven houses for the ac­

commodation of lepers, :"'ho repair 

thither to be cured. Columbus be-
, 

ing desirous to know by w qat means 

leprosy could be cured in that place, 

learned that it was prin.cipally owing 

to the temperature of the air, and to 

the lepers feeding upon _tortoises, .. , 

with the blood of-which they likewise 
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anointed themselves externally.­

, These animals repaii- in great num­
bers to that island, ·froirt the African 
shore, to Jay their eggs _in the sand, 

_ during the months of June, July, 
and August, and are easjly caught 
by being_ turned on theii• Lack 
when they are asleep. 

On Saturday, the 30th of June, 
the Admiral sailed for the island of 
St. J agq, which he left on the 
Thursday follolri11g, steering to the 
south-west, and determined to con­
tinue in th!l.t course unti-1 lie should 
be under the line, and then to steer 
due west, in search of some , undis­
cotered. country. Ile was, howe ver; 
soon obliged t:o alter his intention , 

~ 

I 
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ind to ~il due ,~.,est, on account of 
the intJ.se ansf unusual heat, which 
30 alarned his men, that they were 
under ipprehensions of being burnt 
to deeh, together with their ships, 
owing to a very ancient prejudice 
rcspcaing those burning regions. 

I-Iaring sailed many days in a ,vest­
erly drection, and being in -want of 
provi~ons a'nd water, · the .Adwiral 
deternined to stand northward, and 
to be r for I-Iispaniola; but one day, 
ab9u1 noon, a sailor from the round­
top sav land to the westward, at the 
distance of about fifteen leagues, 
and st\et-diing to the ea.5twar<l. ,.as 
fa r as ·.he eye could reach. The 
Spaniarcs immediately sang th9 
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Sah·e .Ileiinre, and ·other hy 1s, and 
_ three meu11tains appearing t the 

~ same time on the land, C mbus 

gave it the name of Trinity. 

In sailing round that land, ¥hich 
afterwards proved to be an i and), . . 
in quest of 3. convenient sp0t take 
in ·water and repair the ship the , 
Spaniards saw m~ny house and 
towns; and on the 1st -of gust 

c..; 

they discovered the continent, t the 
distance of five-and-twenty le ues, 

' which ColumLus, mistaking it fi an-

other island, called then Isla S tta. 
·At last, on a western po t of 

'rrinity, \l hi.ch he called Pq a <lel . 
Arenal, tl-ie Admiral found a pot fa­
vourable to his purposes. In his 

I I 
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way he was fQ1lov\'ed by a canoe ,rith 
fi ve-ancl-twenty men, __ wlJO· 

1 
stopped 

within cannon-shot, calling 0"4t, and 
talking_ very loud. ,vhat they said, 
of _course, could not be understood, 
and the Aclmiral ordered his men tG -
try to allure those savages to the 

, . 
ship, Ly showing them little brass 
Lasons, looking-glasses, and other 
toys, generally in high estimation 
among the Indiana. Thi~ expc­
,dient proving ineffectual, he desired 
one o·f the 111en to ascend the poop, 
apd to play on the tabor and pjpe, 
vvhile others were dancing round 
him. The Indians mistaking this 
for the war-,vhoop, or signal for 
ba ttlc, put themselves in a posture of 
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dife11ce, and shot their atrows a1nong 
the Spaniards. A discharge of cross­
bows from the ship so?n put an end 
to ·the unequal conflict, and com­
pelled t-he savages to retire. They 
did not, however, appear n1uc~ dis­
mayed, for they went alongside of 
another caraval, whhout any seem­
ing apprehension, and were dvilly 
treated and dismissed by the Cap· 

·tain, who said they were well-shaped, 
and whiter than the inhabitants of 
the other islands. 

The ships being watered and re­
paired at Punta· del · Arenal, the 
Admiral steered westward for the 
continent then ii~ view, which he still 
mistook for an i·sland, expecting t@ 
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find a passage northward to Hispa.,· 
niola. 

On the 5th of August, while the 
sl~ips iay at anchor off the coast, the 
Loats were sent on shore, and the 
people found ple-nty of fruit peculiar 
to that climate; a great quantity of 
w·ood, and some signs of inhabitants, 
who had fled at their approach.-. 
Columbus pursued his way; apd an~ 
chored again fifteen leagues farther 
down the coast. There a canoe 
with three men came aboard one of 
the caravals; these, when carried to 
the Admiral, ·were civilly treated, 
presented with toys, and s-ent on 
shore at a pla,ce where stood a num­
ber of Indians, anxiously waiting to 

I' 
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know ,v hat would be the fate of their 

<laring cou.ntrymen. These· 'Indians 

w~re no ~ooner made acquain_ted 

·with the friendly di::;position of the 

- Spaniards, than they croYvde<l rouud 

the ships in their canoes, eager to 

barter for toys the same productions 

=a~ had been already found in the 

new ly-discover-cd islands. 

-,.fh'ese people had no targets, nor 

poisoned arrows, vvhich are peculiar 

to the cannibal tribes. They arank 

a liquor as \Yhite as milk, aifrl ano'tl1cr 

of a rather dusky hue, ·which tasted 

like. wine made of sotfr· grapes; their 

·dress consis'tecl in cotton cloth of 

various colours, and they covered 

their beads \y'ith stuff of the same 
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kind ; they see1ned in general m~n~e 

civ-ilised and · -n1ore tractable than · 

the hihabitants of I--Iispaniola, and 

were particularly - fond o_f brass 

trinkets 'and bei'ls. As nothing of 

value appeared arnong, the1n but ­

some trifling pieces of go~d that 

hu~g about ·thci'r necks, the Adrniral 

ordered six oL the1n to be taken on , 

boar<l, and, pr6ce-eding to 'the west-

~ ward, touched at two high island-~ 

inhal.Jited" by people who seemed 

richer in gold plates d1.an those he 

had just left,- and who . gave 'hirn to 

un~erstand, that this gold wa~ pro­
fluced in othei islands to the west­

ward, inhabited by cannibals. The 
\ . 

women wore about their arms strmgs 



_ of pearls, some of diem very £ne, 
an<l v,:hich, they sa,id, ·were found in -
oysters, taken to the ·west,vard and 

ortlhvard of Paria. The i):dmiral 
having purchased some of them as 
a sample, and for a present to their 
Catholic-l\'1ajeties, sent the boats, to 
n1ake farther inquiry about this pre• 
cious commodity. 

The Admiral continued to sail to 
the westward, in hopes of finding an 
outlet, through which he could steer 
for I-Iispaniola, but the water gro,Y- -
ing every <lay 1nore shallow, and a 
light caraval he had sent to rccon~ 
11oitre, having reported, that what 
appeared a cluster of iBlands, was a 
continent, he tacked about to · the 
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eash\.:arci, and with · some difficulty 
passed thef straits~ he had -before 
discove1~ed oetween T'rinity an1. the -

. rriain I arid. 
-After a tedlous · passage, during 

which he was ofte~l becaln~ed, -and 
often ·cartied ·out of his course by 
adverse currents, ·he came to an an­
cbor, on the £0th of l\fay, betwecq 

-Beaca and I-Iisp~nio1a, from whence' 
he sent some Indians with a letter to 
his brothet~, the Adelantado. Jie 
then stood to the eastward, and, on _. 
the 30th, entered the harboi1r of St. 
Dorr1i11go; \vhere his brother had 
built a city so called, ~n metnory of 
his fathe1\ whose l)ame was Do'0 

r • ~. 

minick. 
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Ry this( time, he was almost blind 

with over-watching, and quite ex­

hausted \vith fatigue; but he now 

fl~ttered himself with the prospect 

of enjoying some repose in the new 

world he had discovered~ But most 

grievously were his expectations dis­

appbinted; for he found the whole 

island in a complete state of anarchy ,,, 

and rebellion. The greatest part of 

those he had left were dead; one 

hundred and sixty were languishing 

_ undet dreadful diseases ; a great 

number had rebelled, ,vith one Fran­

cis Roldan, w h01n he had left Alea de ' 

1\fajor, or Chief J ustic;e; and, what 

added not a little to his sorrow, 

the three ships . he had dispatched 
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from the Canaries so long before, 

had not yet arriyed. 

The causes -of these -disturbances 

were rnany and various. The prin­

cipal one, no doubt, was the bad 

character of the adventurers who 

had embarked in the undertaking. 

But the delays of the -Court of Spain 

in sending proper supplies gave a 

speciou3 pretence to thei~ disaffec­

tion, by creating a scarcity, and 

giving rise to a 5uspicion that the 

colony was abandoned by the mother 

cou11try. Complaints and 1uurmurs 

were, as usual, the first symptoms of 

rebellion ; these were 1uix€d with 

, lo~d invectives against the L1eute­

nant and_ his brother, whom the Spa-
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niards <letested as foreigners, and 
whose strict justice they resented as 
oppression and tyr~nny. 1\Iany 
attempts were made secretly against ,, 

the lives of the two brothers, which 
they as 0ften defeated by their vigi­
]ance; till at last _ the mutineers, 
finding · treachery unavailing, had 

l • - recourse to open v10]ence, and rose 
in an11s, with Roldan at their head. 
Tbe example soon became contagious 
throughout the island, each petty 
commander set up as the indepen­
dent ruler of his district) the natives 
·were induced to take part 111 these 
quarrels, and ,-rere equally -oppressed 
by a11 parties. The Lieutenant and 
his brother unable to quell th 0 in-
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.surrection by force, and being foiled 

in all their attempts. to re-establish 

.order by neg9tiation, used the ut­

rnost care, an~ the n1ost unremitting 

vigilance to keep possession of a 

small district, with a certain• nun1ber 

9f followers of doubtfi.,11 fidelity. : 

In this situation Columbus found 

}1is .brothers; a11d althot1gh .his unex~ 

pected arrival made some -impress.ion 

-011 the rebels, ~e had- need , of all 

his skill an·d firmn~ss to restore tran.­

q~illity. Ile negotiated ,vith the 

different parties, kept them in a~ conr 

tinual state of susprn~e, made use 

of one to crush the other, and at 

last brought the 1nore l)ersevering in 

their _guilt to condign r:unish111el)t, 



This example, which was abs6-
lu tely necessary, had such an effect 
upon all classes of persons, that tran­
q uitlity was re-established throughout 
the whole island,- and the Indians 
submitted without farther opposition. 
About this.time such rich gqld 1nines 
were discovered, that · every man 
b~gan t~ dig on · his own account, 
paying to the king one-third of what 
he found; and their labour was so 
amply _rewarded, · that one man has 
been known to gather forty ounces 
in the day: and one lump of pure 
gold was found, that . weighed one 
hundreq a11d ninety~six ducats. 
· ,Vbile Columbus was thus in<lvfa-

1 

tigably e1nployed in appeasing the 
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troubles of Hispaniola, and securi"ng 

its prosperity, he little dreamed of 

the rstonn which was preparing 

against him at hon1e. During the 

continuance of the troubles, nume­

rous complaints · had been sent to 
' -

Spain, agains.t the three ?rothers, 

who were rerresented as needy fo­

reign adventurers, who, to _ satiate 

their avarice, oppressed the Casti­

lians and the -'-In<lian_s, and embez­

zled the pay of the troeps and ti1e 
riches of the island. ·Columbus's 

enemies, who envied his successes 

and his reputation, had found too 
.fair- an opportunity of ruining the 

man they detested, to let it escape. 

They accordingly had recourse to 
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a~l the exaggerations of n1alicc, and 

to all the misrepresentations of 

party rancour; even the mob urged 
with loud · outcries their demand for 

justice; till, - at last, their Catholic 

1\Jajesties were induced to &end an 

Inspector-General to Hispaniola, to 

inquire into the conduct of the Ad .. 

n1iral, and to supersede hi1n.in case 

he found hin1 guilty. The person 

chosen for this office was .one Fran­

ds Bovadilla, a I(njght of the Or .. 

der of Calatrava, but in very poor 

circumstanc~s, who being furnished 
·with full powers, arrived at St. Do­

mingo in the latter end of August, 

1500, while the Adniiral and most 



67 

of distinction were at the 

· onception. 
Tte new , In;;pector, finding no-

ody at -St. Do1ningo who could be 

a check on hi,s conduct, tooR pos­

session of the 'Admiral's palace; ·an<i . / 

converted his effects to i~s own 

use. He then as,sen1bled aff the ,dis­
affected, arid, declaring himself Go­

·vernor, sent for Columbus,. to whom 

he bri~fly c'omtnunieated' their lVIa- , 

jeBties orders, and then, without de-

lay or le-gal information, s'ent hi~ 
a'nd his brother James on · 1board a 

·ship, where they were put in irons~ 

under a strong guard, and. ~ntire,y 

excluded from all communication · 
~ 

' 

\vith any person wl;atcver~ Perhaps 
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t!1e Li,t;mt~nant, who lVaS. at the head 
of a ~onsiderable force, inight hav:e, 
rescued his broth.ers, a11d a voided 

• 1 • , 

the fate with which he was himself 
threaten~d ; but Columbus ordered 

' 

him , te, sµbmit qui~etly, and t9, sur-
render. hitns~_Lf to, the authority_ of · 
their · lviajesties, now , vested -in the -
pe.i·sen of the new Governor. This 
peaceable dcmeanou1~ had, howeve;;_ ✓ 
no effect on . Bov.1,dilla, who had no 
sooner secured . their persons, than·, 
hp laid strict injunctions on Andrew ; 
Martin, the Captai.r:i of the ship, to . 
deJivet the Admiral in irons _to l~is 
old enemy, . the Bishop Don John 

. ,\ 

Fonsec~, by whose directipt1s he_had 
acted. This affair t»us settle0, the· 1 
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ew Governor .began to squander 

he I(ing's revenue among .his crea­

tures,- to embezzle tbe treasure, 

cour.tenance all" mali:tier of profl.i ... 

gacy and extra vag:1nce, oppress and 

plunder the India.ns, and, in short, 

to destroy all the wholesome regula­

'tions which had-peen estabH~h€d by 
Columbus. 

To return to the Admiral, lie de­

clined t?e favGur . offered by the ·· 

Qaptain, wvo, being ashamed of the 

situation· in ·which h_~ was, would 

have knocKed off his irons; but Co• 

lumbus insisted · upon wearing them 

. during th~ whole pa.sage, saying, he 

was determined to keep thcrti as a 

memorial of the reward he had .ol;.>~ 
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taineEl' for his services: Bor did he 
ever chan_g;e his opinion in th1s par­

ticular, for he always preserved his 
' fetters in his own -chttmbcr, and they 

were, at his requ_cst, buried in the• 
sar:ne coflin "\lvith his body. 

On the 20th of :r~Tove1nber, 1500, 
he wrote a letter to their Catho1ic 

1\1-ajesties, giving an account of his 
arri~ar at-- Cadiz, and of the treat ... 
ment he had expe1)enced~ Orders 
were immediately sent for his release, 

. accompanied by most gracious let~ 
ters fro1n their l\fajesties, in which 

they expreised their sorrows for his 
sufferings, their detestation of Bova-
dilla's unjustifia_ble· conduct, and 

-romised him that he should be 
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hortly 'dispatched again to th€ Ne\~ " 

Vorld, and restored t9 his well­
arned honmirs. Agreeably to these 

ssurances, Columbus, on his arri-

val at Granada, met with a-most fa- . 

vourable r~ceptionfrom th~ .King-and 
Queen, who promised him ample sa­

tisf~ction. In the mean time, they 
ordered his affair to be examined, 

- ' . 
ai1d the accusations proving ground-
less and 1nalicious, he was .most ho-

no~rably acquitted. A · new G_o- ~ 
vcrnor wa§. appointed 1:0 :Hispaniola, 
in order to· redress the Admiraf'.s 
grievances, to oblige Bovadilla to re­

store his property, which he had un­

juslly ;;eized, and to deal ,yith the 
rebels according to. the nature of 

, 
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their offences: \Vhile this new Go­
vernor w~s settling the aff~irs of the 
island, it \vas resolved to send Co­
h1n1bus at the head of another ex-

, pedition. To this he _ was at first 
, much adverse, both on account of 
· the fatigues, and :_ of the many in­
justices he · had experienced . He 
would not, however, resist the press­
ir-ig solicitations of their 1\1:ajestfes, 
and once :more sacrificed his own 
feelings to his sense of public duty. 

END OF THE THIRD VOYAGE. 
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