





PREFACE.

—, O

THE following pages contain a fac/imile,

produced by photography, of what is
believed to be a unique {pecimen of one of the
A B C Primers, publifhed foon after the breach
with Rome, in the reign of Henry VIII. It is
now preferved in the Library of Emmanuel
College, Cambridge. The ufe of fuch primers
was, as the name implies, educational. They
were to be the firft books placed in the hands of
a child, and to contain all that was neceflary for
him to know, to enable him to underftand the
rudiments of the Chriftian Religion, and to join
in the fervices of the Church, and even to ferve
at Mafs, or, as it is called, ‘to help. a Prieft to
fing.” Beginning, therefore, with the Alphabet,
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it goes on to the firft fentence pronounced by
the Prieft, in Latin and Englith ; then to Pater
Nofter, alfo in Latin and Englifh, and the Hail
Mary, alfo in both languages, and concludes
with certain prayers and graces to be ufed before
and after meals.

This primer has no date ; but it was printed
by Thomas Petyt, ‘at London, in Paules
Chyrch yarde, at the Sygne of the Mayden’s
head” Thomas Petyt, or Petit, suppofed to be
a relation of a famous French printer John Petit,
printed at London from 1536 to about 1554 ;
and in 1538, among other things, printed ¢ The
Pater Nofter, the Crede, and the Commande-
ments of God, in Englyfhe, with many other
Godly leflons. Ryght neceffary for youth and
all other to lerne and know accordynge to the
Commandements and Injuncions : gyven by
thauctorite of the kynges hyghnes ; through
this his realme.’*

The prefent A B C may be regarded, perhaps,

as an introduction to this larger primer ; and

* Herbert’s Ames, p. 553,
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the late Mr. Bradfhaw, in a paper read before
the Antiquarian Society, in May, 1875, exprefled
himfelf as ‘fatisfied that it muft have been
printed about 1538." He alfo mentions other
editions of the A B C: 1, in London, by
William Powell, without date, but probably
about 1547; 11, in London, by John Day,
without date, but by internal evidence thown to
have been printed between March and July,
15533 1IL, one printed in Dublin, in Englith
and Irifh, for the Stationers’ Company, in 1631.

The obje¢t of primers, to which the A B C
was thus a kind of introduction, and what they
were expected to contain, is fet forth in the pre-
face to ‘thenglyfh primer, publithed by au-
thority in 1535 : ¢

“ It was never ordeyned, o good reder, without
the fingler providence, and mofte abundaunt
grace of almightie god, that the multitude of
chriftn people fhuld lerne by herte the ten com-
maundements of almightie god, the beleve, called
the Crede, and the prayer of the lorde, called
the Pater nofter. For truely he that under-
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ftandeth thefe thre, hath the pythe of all thofe
thynges, whiche holy fcripture doth conteyne,
and whatfoever may be taught neceflarily unto
a faithfull chriftian, and that not only purely
and plentifully, but thereto fo briefly and clerely,
that no man can compleyne, or excufe hymfelfe
juftly, {yth that knowledge, which is of neceflity
required to the atteyninge of the lyfe eternall,
is neither tedious, no yet harde, but that it may
be well had and goten of all that have grace.”*
It will be feen that the three things fet down
as neceflary are, the Ten Commandments, the
Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer. But the A B C
primer here reproduced omits the Command-
ments, as probably did others. Accordingly, in
an Englifh primer of 1545-6, printed by Richard
Grafton, ‘printer and fervaunte to our mofte
dereft fonne Prince Edward, with Edward
Whitechurch, citizen of London, this defe& is
fupplied; though the Commandments are given
in a fhortened form—the fourth, for inftance,

* Imprynted at London, in Fleteftreet, by John Byddell,
for William Martfhall, 1535.
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confifting of one claufe, ¢ Remember that thou
keep holy the Sabbath daye’; and the fifth only
‘Honor thy father and thy mother’; while the
tenth begins, ¢ Thou fhalt not unjuftly desire.”*

The words of the Royal injunction attached
to this and other official primers will beft indi-
cate the pofition of the unauthorized A B C
primers, fuch as that here reproduced :

‘Among the manifolde bufinefs an moft
weightie affaires appertaining to our regal
authoritie and office, we much tenderyng the
youthe of our realmes, (whofe good education
and vertuous bringing up redouneth moft highly
to ye honoure and prayfe of almyghtie God) for
divers good confiderations, and {pecially for that
the youth by divers perfonnes are taught the
Pater Nofter, Ave Maria, Crede, and X Com-
mandementes, al in Latin, and not in Englifh,
by meanes whereof the fame are not brought up
in y* knowledg of ther faith, duties and obedi-

* The copy in the Emmanuel Library is imperfect;
part of the Calendar is loft, and if it had the A B C, that
is loft alfo,
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ence, wherein no Chriften perfon ought to be
ignoraunt.  And for that oure people and
fubjectes whych have no underftanding in the
Latin tong and yet have the knowledge of
readyng, may praye in theyr vulgar tong, which
is to them beft knowne: that by the meane
thereof thei thuld be the more provoked to true
devotion, and the better fet their hartes upo
thofe thinges that they pray for. And finally,
Jor the avoyding of the diverfitie of primer books
that ar now abrod, wherof ar almoft innumerable
Jortes, which mynifter occafion of contentions
and vain difputations, rather then to edify, and
to have one uniforme ordre of al fuch bookes
throughout al our dominions, both to be taught
unto children and alfo to be ufed for ordinary
prayers of all our people not learned in the
latyn tong : have fet furth thys Primer or boke
of prayers in Englyfth to be frequented and ufed
in and throughout all places of oure faid
realmes and dominions, as well of the elder
people, as alfo of the youth, for their common
and ordinary prayers, willing, commaundyng
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and ftreghtly chargyng that for the better bring-
ing up of youth in the knowledge of theyr duty
towardes God, their prince, and all others in
their degre, every Scholemafter and bringer-up
of yong beginners in lernyng nexte after their
A B C now 47 us alfo fet furthe, do teache this
primer or boke of ordinary prayers unto them
in Englyfhe, and that the youth cuftomably and
ordinarily ufe the fame until thei be of compe-
tent underftanding and knowledge to perceive it
in Latyn. At which time they may at their
libertie ether ufe this primer in Englithe, or that
whiche is by oure authoritie likewyfe made in
the Latyn tong, in all poin&es correfpondent
unto this in Englyfhe.’

This paflage ftates fully the objeé of fuch
A B C primers, namely, to ferve as an ele-
mentary reading-book, and a firft book of re-
ligious inftruction for children, as well as of
ordinary prayers for adults. It alfo thows that,
befides the authorized editions, numberlefs
others were publifhed, differing in details, ac-
cording as their authors were more or lefs
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inclined to depart from the old formularies or
doé&rines. The attempt to confine the people
to the ufe of one authorized primer was, doubt-
lefs, unfuccefsful ; and in fa&, the words of the
A&, 34-5 Henry VIII., ‘for the advancement
of the true religion and for the abolifhment of
the contrary,” feems to except Pfalter, Primers,
Pater Nofter, Ave, and Creede in Englifh, from
among thofe books that were not to be read
by ¢women, artificers, ’prentifes, journeymen,
ferving-men of the degree of yeomen or under,
hufbandmen nor labourers.’

This book, then, is the earlieft known {peci-
men of this clafs of unauthorized primers, con-
taining the alphabet, and the prayers and
elementary religious formularies ufed in the
teaching of children and the daily life of home.
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MWBypcaufe his merey i conficned o
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