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PREFACE. 

-
THE following pages contain a facfimile, 

produced by photography, of what is 

believed to be a unique fpecimen of one of the 

A B C Primers, publifhed f oon after the breach 

with Rome, in the reign of Henry VIII. It is 

now preferved in the Library of Emmanuel 

College, Cambridge. The ufe of fuch primers 

was, as the name implies, educational. They 

were to be the firfi books placed in the hands of 

a child, and to contain all that was neceffary for 

him to know, to enable him to underfl:and the 

rudiments of the Chrifiian Religion, and to join 

in the fervices of the Church, and even to ferve 

at Mafs, or, as it is called, 'to help. a Priefi to 

fing.' Beginning, therefore, with the Alphabet, 
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it goes on to the firft fentence pronounced by 
the Prieft, in Latin and Engliili ; then to Pater 
N ofter, alfo in Latin and Engliili, and the Hail 
Mary, alfo in both languages, and concludes 
with certain prayers and graces to be ufed before 
and after meals. 

This primer has no date ; but it was printed 
by Thomas Petyt, ' at London, in Paules' 
Chyrch yarde, at the Sygne of the Mayden's 
head.' Thomas Petyt, or Petit, suppofed to be 
a relation of a famous French printer John Petit, 
printed at London from I 5 36 to about I 5 54 ; 
and in I 5 3 8, among other things, printed ' The 
Pater Nofter, the Crede, and the Commande
ments of God, in Englyilie, with many other 
Godly leffons. Ryght neceffary for youth and 
all other to lerne and know accordynge to the 
Commandements and Injunctions: gyven by 
thauctorite of the kynges hyghnes ; through 
this his realme.'* 

The prefent ABC may be regarded, perhaps, 
as an introduction to this larger primer; and 

* Herbert's Ames, p. 5 5 3. 
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the late Mr. Bradfhaw, in a paper read before 
the Antiquarian Society, in May, r 87 5, expre!fed 
himfelf as ' fatisfied that it muft have been 
printed about r 5 38.' He alfo mentions other 
editions of the A B C : 1., in London, by 
William Powell, without date, but probably 
about 1547; 11., in London, by John Day, 
without date, but by internal evidence fhown to 
have been printed between March and July, 
I 5 5 3 ; III., one printed in Dublin, in Engliih 
and Irifh, for the Stationers' Company, in r 6 3 r. 

The object of primers, to which the A B C 
was thus a kind of introduction, and what they 
were expected to contain, is fet forth in the pre
face to 'thenglyfh primer,' publiihed by au
thority in r 5 3 5 : • 

'It was never ordeyned, o good reder, without 
the fingler providence, and mofte abundaunt 
grace of almightie god, that the multitude of 
chriftn people ihuld lerne by herte the ten con1-
maundements of almightie god, the beleve, called 
the Crede, and the prayer of the lorde, called 
the Pater nofter. For truely he that under-
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fiandeth thefe thre, hath the pythe of all thofe 
thynges, whiche holy fcripture doth conteyne, 
and whatfoever may be taught necdfarily unto 
a faithfull chrifiian, and that not only purely 
and plentifully, but thereto fo briefly and clerely, 
that no man can compleyne, or excufe hymfelfe 
jufily, fyth that knowledge, which is of neceffity 
required to the atteyninge of the lyfe eternall, 
is neither tedious, no yet harde, but that it may 
be well had and goten of all that have grace.' * 

It will be feen that the three things fet down 
as neceffary are, the Ten Commandments, the 
Creed, and the Lord's Prayer. But the A B C 
primer here reproduced omits the Command
ments, as probably did others. Accordingly, in 
an Englifh primer of I 545-6, printed by Richard 
Grafton, 'printer and fervaunte to our mofie 
derefi fonne Prince Ed ward, with Ed ward 
Whitechurch, citizen of London,' this defect is 
fupplied; though the Commandments are given 
in a fhortened form-the fourth, for infiance, 

* Imprynted at London, in Fleteftreet, by John Byddell, 
for William Marfhall, I 5 3 5. 
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confifting of one claufe, ' Ren1ember that thou 
keep holy the Sabbath daye'; and the fifth only 
'Honor thy father and thy mother' ; while the 
tenth begins, 'Thou fhalt not unjuftly desire.'* 

The words of the Royal injuntl:ion attached 
to this and other official primers will beft indi
cate the pofition of the unauthorized A B C 
primers, fuch as that here reproduced : 

' Among the manifolde bufinefs an moft 
weigh tie affaires appertaining to our regal 
authoritie and office, we much tenderyng the 
you the of our realmes, ( whofe good education 
and vertuous bringing up redouneth moft highly 
to ye honoure and prayfe of almyghtie God) for 
divers good confiderations, and f pecially for that 
the youth by divers perfonnes are taught the 
Pater N ofter, Ave Maria, Crede, and X Com
mandementes, al in Latin, and not in Englifh, 
by meanes whereof the fame are not brought up 
in ye knowledg of ther faith, duties and obedi-

* The copy in the Emmanuel Library is imperfect; 
part of the Calendar is loft, and if it had the A B C, that 
is loft alfo. 
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ence, wherein no Chriflen perfon ought to be 
ignoraunt. And for that oure people and 
fubjecl:es whych have no underfl:anding in the 
Latin tong and yet have the knowledge of 
readyng, may praye in theyr vulgar tong, which 
is to them beft knowne : that by the meane 
thereof thei .fhuld be the more provoked to true 
devotion, and the better fet their hartes upo 
thofe thinges that they pray for. And finally, 
for the avoyding of the diverfitie of primer books 
that ar now abrod, wherof ar almofl innumerable 
fortes, which n1ynifl:er occa!ion of contentions 
and vain dif putations, rather then to edify, and 
to have one unif orn1e ordre of al f uch book es 
throughout al our dominions, both to be taught 
unto children and alfo to be ufed for ordinary 
prayers of all our people not learned in the 
1atyn tong : have fet furth thys Primer or bake 
of prayers in Englyih to be frequented and ufed 
in and throughout all places of oure faid 
realmes and dominions, as well of the elder 
people, as alfo of the youth, for their common 
and ordinary prayers, willing, commaundyng 
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and ftreghtly chargyng that for the better bring
ing up of youth in the knowledge of theyr duty 
towardes God, their prince, and all others in 
their degre, every Scholemafl:er and bringer-up 
of yong beginners in lernyng nexte after their 
A B C now bi us aljo Jet furthe, do teache this 
primer or hoke of ordinary prayers unto them 
in Englyfhe, and that the youth cufl:omably and 
ordinarily ufe the fame until thei be of compe
tent underfl:anding and knowledge to perceive it 
in Latyn. At which time they may at their 
libertie ether ufe this primer in Englifhe, or that 
whiche is by oure authoritie likewyfe made in 
the Latyn tong, in all poincl:es correfpondent 
unto this in Englyfhe.' 

This paff'age ftates fully the obj eel: of f uch 
A B C primers, namely, to ferve as an ele
mentary reading-book, and a firft book of re
ligious infl:rucl:ion for children, as well as of 
ordinary prayers for adults. It alfo fhows that, 
befides the authorized editions, numberlefs 
others were publifhed, differing in details, ac
cording as their authors were more or lefs 
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inclined to depart from the old formularies or 
doctrines. The attempt to confine the people 
to the ufe of one authorized primer was, doubt
lefs, unfuccefsful ; and in fact, the words of the 
Act, 34-5 Henry VIII., 'for the advancement 
of the true religion and for the aboliihment of 
the contrary,' feems to except Pfalter, Primers, 
Pater N ofter, Ave, and Creede in Engliih, from 
among thofe books that were not to be read 
by 'women, artificers, 'prentifes, journeymen, 
ferving-men of the degree of yeomen or under, 
hufbandmen nor labourers.' 

This book, then, is the earlieft known fpeci
men of this clafs of unauthorized primers, con
taining the alphabet, and the prayers and 
elementary religious formularies ufed in the 
teaching of children and the daily life of .:.home. 
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~nll btfttnbtb in to tl)t l)tlltU/ atlb 
tort agapnc-tl)t tbp:be bap tto bttb 
to Ipft.2lnb arcennen 1n to tl)r t)tues 
, rpttctb on -tbt r.pgl)t banbe of tbe 
fatt,er almpgbt!'. ~n~ n,al cotnt a 
gapne,,-tnngt bOtl) qupckt ~ oca11 -~ 
X bpltUt tn fbe l)otp_gl)oft1 anb tbe 
l)ot p tb!'~IJ .. catf)·olplttttlJt bol~ cont 
mtntpotloffaPnttsJ.f tbt te1npff1on 
of f!'WtCSI-~ tl)t generaij rtfUrtUQ'O 
of tbt bobp t foutt, antr euttlaftpng 
lpft/~1nf •. '3to lltlptJI p~ft to Cpi1g~ 
ao.nftumttti biio quomam~bonus: 
~u61rtitn feculfi nnftticoinia t1uS1 

a 11Dnftteoi nro, beatt @arte, 
01ntlt~USfticttS tt llObt6'1QUta 

pmau1.nilnis cog1tationt lo~ntron·e 
tt.npttt mc_a culpa. ,aieco, rantta.1n 
~ar1a10E$ ranctos Dei t~-bos oiare 
pu,,ne~·)mtrcrtatnt ~tftrt ommpo~ 
teas JJfflSlet,tlimittat bOOiS,omnta 



ptttata btltra.: hbcttt boi ob omttt 
mato ratuet rt conftm1ct tn bono ct 
pttt>tttatbbs an btta ettmi.~1nm 
B Dtut.o:turn nortnun m nom.tne 
bomint. Q.Ui ftttt cclmn tt tma1n • 
. ~ it notntn taiii btt1cn1ctii. ®t bot 
RUnt, bf t» Ul Cerult1.Jlripe tltp(on 
X ·pr tltpfon. a rire titpfon.cc ~e 
qmnM ranttt tuangeltJ fttt1nnum1 
~arcu,QBa.tlJtfu }Luca 1 ·Jobannc. 
<5lo~.ttbi bfie. :Q" 01nnu1 fttttl« 
Ctmto:fi. ~nm. :O ns bobtf cfi. tt 
mm fpfi tuo\ 0 urr1u11 co:na.li)abt~ 
m~ an Dnni.6 ratrag ngam~ llfio 
l>te noftro. JDtgnum et iutlum tft. 
Par Don1tnf r1t (ttnpet bobtfni. Et 
mm fptttm tntr. X ta ttl(tre cfl. lJI>·eo 
.gmttas.wqmcccat u1 pate. 2tmm~ 
. C[CSJatttobtfapllbtfo1'_ bptttf, 
SO eneoictte. l)fts>. f£bc er.ts a( 
A.:> Ml' tl)pnge.bo 1oae bp, an~ 





B btJ ts' cl)arttt 1 * ljt tbnt t>lbtlkd,J 
Ill tl)artte bllltllttb in goD/atUJ-goD 
btbrllttl) Ul l)ptn. lLrt bS p1ap that 
gon 1nape nlb ell tn bs, anb tt)at lb.t 
tnf'P lllbtll tn ~!'11'1. ~•ntn* 

cr~·ratt afttli byntr~ 
~ ~e~lOll ofptace~lOtttfllbtl( 
. U... allbape lbt~ bu • . 0 JLoio.s 

1)attr 1nercp 011 bs>. tt btUtke£t be to 
on. C>·oon 1oine1ct all tbv lboittr£t 
vuc ltnorukngc to tlJe/ ann ltt ti))! 
01r rarnteS1 gl,'uc blp{fpngtto tlJe. 

t.J to~p be to tbc f atl)er.~c. 
W t gpuc tl)anltcs to tl)e a11npgt)f)J 
gon roi all tlJr bnpu~JI g!'{tcs , 
bentfttcs, lllbtrbc lpuefl tJ ttpgntfle 
as gon tl)o~ugbou.t alt tbt UloµDe 
of lbOJlbCS ~•nm. 
0 ~II pc naq,ons taubt v-c tbe 101nt 
~tlb alt pc people warre pc l)ptn , 
~i,mure btS .met~pt ts cotr~ncb 01\ 









D 







go·ott IOJOt (ft. TtlJttnfttU bt to gob 
O au pt "acpons Ianni Ft t{le loint 
lSFtauftt,ismttcpts confinttcb 011 
lJs ,c. (jjlDJp.bt to tl)e fatl)tr. ~c. 
O Clf)Jpfte , 1n tb!' rnutreccpon tbe 
!)cums a11n t!)c cart~ bt ~tab. 

CCJL.flbUpiap. 
~~ob toinentfube tl,efp1cytt 
V of tl)p tljarptc in bs, tl)at b~ 
tl)p pitr tl)ou 1nartl 1nakc bs agrt~ 
ableJo tl)oft tbrnges lbl)tcbe tbon. 
l)allt mabr bp tU!' l)olp pafcall ~a~ 
tffitntnttS'. ~P tgarca1nc out toint 
Jctti €t)irfl t!)p rone lbbttfl lpuetfJ 
attn ttpmtlJ lllttb tl)e as gon tn tl)e 
1Jntu of tbe fame l)olp fptrpte bp all 
tbt lbo~lllc of lbo~lot~. ~nttn. 

~~t Jm ttitttaun~etnmtes. 
lJ o~b gtmtt tnt grace to !)orto~ tl)t 
i.'DUt I!Ob (t l~tutt t~ ffiltUin bapnt 
ltbt UOlt nap to-belteptebt7me. 
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~~ partnte~ to obey~ maptttc)?nt 
ll5 v tl)ougtU nt brbt no tnan to kpll 
~o robbc not to aeatt no lbl)ttt 
jfloi to bO ltq)trp lll attt OJ Jllpll 
2t5t no lpn, noz falft lbptnt!tt bttt 
Jloi to btfp~e mr ncpgbboUrs rurfe 
t,iS tanntst remauntcs,oi rattll 
1tbtfe t. PZtttptcs loitit all mi, l!'ft 
G5tafitmt gratt J ·mapt lttpt lbtll. 
€ ~bt bij. lboih{ of mercp boDdp. cs ongtut"me gracttl)tfrclttto )>tilt 
~n gme tl)ttn mttt tbat be {)ugrp 
1to tl)tm tl)at tl)urfte ~i~nltt to ftt · 
~nn p)eConets to rtbmtt anb bpe 
1to clodJttbt naken tttttmOJ.tttbp 
1CO poie IbdlJttttS to gmt lot,gtng 
~nn to bJpngt tt,t ntcn to bunpng. 
€ ·lCbe by. lbOJk~ of mtrq,~al}o{t()' 
fl oll grautl tnap goon rofirct gtut 
~nb ttcl)t tl)tm tl)at pgno)aunt be 
1to conroite tbem tbat bt pen<rue 



~nb to cotttctt lb~ d)arpte 
1to rufftt u1 all anuttrpte 
®!' ncpgl)bois turpas to fo~pu.e 
~nb to piapfo~ grar.e U>~ple l tpue 

t['l:t,e.-t,g. ctai,tta11 rpnuts. 
{j OOb IO}bC-~aunt mt PJ!'llt ~ toi 
~b notto:fpn tn cotittous (falle 
floi noutb i ·b11t tn goon lboikes to 
·lllakt 
jr2o; to be lbmtb noi fnrpous 
j}Ql 6ptbaprtous no~ mttpous 
jlloi.foito fpn11c u1_gtotont · 
~t ttt no mmatl JL,tc~erv. 

1t1Jug ~bt1'> tbt~ ~ :-1& er :~una 
ten ouf ot 1L4tm to tp~nglpffl)e 

lbtt1)ti(bet bqioutt 101arc~1.t. 
IC lm.ptpttttD atJLonbO ~autes 
(l)~cbt p~r-e at tlJt (pgnt o.f tbt 
m.apbmsbttttbpt!)Omas tott!t. 
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