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FRIEND who revifed this
VoLuME,

MrEst HE Author of the enfuing
*'( Tf Sheets bas  endeavoured to
e give the young Student a
plain and diflinét account of the
Britith Conflitution, that be may know
on what Foundation bis Rights and
Privileges are effablifbed ; and a
Defeription of Great Britain and its
Appendages, that be may fee how
bountiful the Almighty bas been by
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placing bim in this delightful Gar-
den s a Garden replete wwith all that
75 neceflary to make life defirable, and
environ'd by the Sea as a Bulwark
againft its Enemies.

He bas alfo added a fuccinét Ac-
count 07‘ the Policy. purfued by our
Ameﬁors, and the means by which
thes Nation arofe to its prcje?zt pitch
of Grandeur (for which be is obliged
to a Friend) and, at the end, he
bas pointed out the Infereft of Great
Britain awith refpelt to ofber Nations,
and to its own Colonies, with fuch
Perfpicuity and Energy, that if con-
tains, as it were, the very Spirit of
Trade and Polity, and is worthy of
a Place in Volumes of greater Mag-

nitude.
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A

Brief DESCRIPTION

OF

GREAT-BRITAIN.

28 EXHE kingdoms of England and Scot-
*), T 4% /a.mz’ were entitaled Great Britain by
%ﬁgﬁgﬁ king Fanes thf_:_ firft, who, to put an
oS RY ond to the. difpute that arofe about
the royal title, aflumed that of King of Grear
Britain, and revived a name which had been
laid afide by an ediét of King Egbert at the be-~
- ginning of the ninth century. _
England, the largelt and richeft part of Great
Britain is bounded by Scotland on the north ; the
German fea, which feparates it from Gersaany .
and the Netherlands, on the eaft ; by the Englifb
channel that divides it from Framce, on the
South ; and by St. Gesrge’s channel, which fe-
parates it from Ire/and, on the weft. It extends
from the 46° 50’ t0'55° 45" of north latitude,
the longeft day in the northern parts being 17
hours



2 A brief defcription
hours and a half; and the fhorteft in the fouthern
parts eight hours. From Beravick upon Taweed
to the fouth parts of the ifle of Wight, its
length is 360 miles; and from Dover head eaft,
to the lands end weft, its breadth 285 : init there
are 28 cities, or bifhop’s fees, tho’ but 26 dio-
cefes, and amongit thefe cities, London alone may
contain oae million of fouls; there are 650
market-towns, an infinite number of villages, and
the yearly rents of the lands of Ezgland are to the
amount of 18 millions; whilt her wealth in
jewels, plate, hoards of money, rich moveables,
and merchandize, is immenfe, and her ftock and
credit exceeds thofe of all the nations in the uni-
verfe. ' As to the fitaation eof this counmtry, it
not only renders it fecure from all its enemies
without ; but is commodious and advantageous
for trade and navigation, its fea-coafts'bein g furs
nithed with abundance of good ports and havens,
into which the wealth of the moft diftant regions
is imported, and it is fecured from irruptions of
the fea in moft parts by the height of 1ts clifts.
The air is generally heavy, the winters rainy
and foggy, and the weather variable ; notwith-
ftanding which, the people live to as great ages as
in any part of Europe. In the fummer, by the
frequent intervention of clouds, and falling of
rains, and the refrefthing breezes from the weftern
ocean, the heats are rendered very temperate ;
and in winter, deep {hows and hard frofts are
not {o common as on the continent, on account
of the vicinity of the fea which, without donbt,
occafions the moiftnefs of the air in that feafon.
In. fine, both this country and Ireland is warmer
than
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than any other under the fame parallel, and the
climate is fo moderate that the extremes of heat
and cold are equally unknown.

England abounds in large and fine rivers,
which afford great plenty ot excellent fifh, and
ferve abundantly the ufes of navigation and com-
merce ; it is diverfified, in the moft agreeable
manner, with arable land, meadows and woods,
and here and there with rifing hills, and its
forefts agreeably ferye for the pleafure of various
profpeéts, and the delights of hunting. The
country in general wears an excellent and refrefh-
ing verdure, for nine months in the year, and
is rendered rich and delightful by the fine rivers
and ftreams which roll through it: itis extreme-
ly fertile, abounds with fine large cattle, and
produces corn in fiich abundance that this coun-
try, from the prodigious quantity it exports,
may be call’d the Granary of Europe. The foil
is rank in fome places, in others light and.fandy,
and elfewhere clayifh. For variety of roots and
herbs, no country exceeds it; it has alfo a fufh-
cient quantity of hares, wild-fewl, and poultry,
and the plenty is fo conftant that a famihe has
not been known here for 400 years. The
richeft wines are imported to vs, tho’ we can’t
boaft of producing them ; but as to beer or ale,
cyder, perry, &Fc. we yield to no foreign na-
tion, Our wool is famous throughout the world,
and the fineft and moft ferviceable cloth is made
of it; and leather we have, of the beft and in
the greateft quantity. We have plenty of timber
and other materjals for building, and our oak
is perhaps the beft in the world: then as to

' B 2 firing,



4 A brief defcription

firing, we have wood, turf, and pit-coal in
abundance. Tho’ there is fcarce any fruit na-
tural to the foil of England, yet almoft all the
fruits of Eurgpe have been introduced here, fome
of them however want that delicious flavour
whichthey acquire in a warmer climate and their
native foil, i

In Kent are large plantations of hops, and
extenfive orchards of cherries. Dewvonfbire and
Hercfordfbire produce vaft quantities of apples,
of which is made the moft ~excellent cyder.
Effex and Cambridge/tire contain large planta-
tions of the fineft faffron 5 Bedfordfbire, fields of
woad for dying, and in other counties there are
plantations of flax and hemp.

The minerals dug out of the earth, rendex
fome of the moft barren parts of the country as
valuable as thofe whofe {oil is moft fruitful; a
prodigious quantity of coals fupplies the country
with fuel, enables them to feparate metals, and
to work them up into an infinite variety of
forms, {o as to furnifh a vaft number of imple-
-ments and conveniences of life, not only for our-
felves, but our neighbours and moft diftant plan-
tations.  Our iron indeed, is not fufficient to an-
fwer the demand for exportation; but this is
furnifhed by one of our American provinces,
wrought up here, and when made valuable by
being formed into a number of implements is
fent abroad again.

We have alfo mines of copper, tin, and lead ;
and of the two laft vaft quantities are exported.

England has not only the advantage of an ex-
tenfive commerce, but of manufaGuring the

goods
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goods on which this commerce is founded. The
woollen cloth and ftuffs of England, are greatly
preferable to thofe of any other country. This
15 our flaple commodity, and more of it is made
here than in any other nation. We alfo excel in
a great number of other manufattories. Our
mechanics are acknowledged to be the beft in
Furope ; and, in fhort, almoft every art is here
‘carried to its greateft perfection. The commo-
dities produced by the labour of the induftrious
from things originally of fmall price, receive
their value from the hands of the workman, are

carried to the utmoft limits of both worlds, and
are there fold at a great price,

The prodigious number of tradmg towns,
almoft every one of which has a manufafture
peculiar to itfelf, naturally canfes a great inland
trade, a circulation of {pecie throughout the
whole country; and fuch a reciprocal conneftion
between the intereft of the capital and the maofi
diftant towns, as is greatly for the advantage of

the whole ; from hence the {fmalleft villages have,

in a few years, become populous and “Bourith-
ing, and have now the appearance of magni-
ficent cities, .

We have alfo fuch anumber of fea-ports, that
no wind can blow from any point which does
not bring in fome fhips, and carry others out.

And with all our other advantages, we nave
the fineft fithing-banks on ourr own coafts of
Shetland, in the north of Scotland, that are to be
found in the known world as the Duich can
witnefs, who owe great' part of their prefent

B3 wealth



6 A brief defeription

wealth and grandeur to the fithing-trade which
they have carried on there. Beafts of prey,
England is {o happy as to be entirely free from.

In fine, providence has beftowed upon this
happy region, all the advantages and all the
charms that nature could furnifh, or mankind
could wifh ; and in moft refpeéts has made it the
jult boaft of her natives, and the envy of the
reft of the world.

Wales, for the moft part is very mountainous ;
yet yields wherewith to fubfift its inhabitants, and
{everal parts of that principality are as fruitful as
any in England. Its extent 1s nearly equal o a
‘ifth part of England, or the four counties of

Norfolk, Suffolé, Effex and Kemt; it contains
751 parlfhes, 3 cities, and 58 market-towns,
‘The air 1s clear and fharp, the cattle {mall, but
provifions good and cheap; it abounds wonder-
fully with goats, and they have plenty of wool,
coal, and turf for fuel. It has finerivers, and as
to its harbour of M:/ford Hawen, it is fuch a noble
one, that,’tis{aid, 1oo0 thips may ride there with-
out feeing each other. Wales is divided into
north and fouth, each part containing fix coun-
ties, which, except three, are all watered by the
fea. In England and Wales there- are fifty-two
counties, two arch-bithopricks, twenty-four
bithopricks, two univerfities, twenty-eight cities,
above eight hundred towns, and near ten thou-
fand parifhes, which contain more than feven
million of people, of all which a more particu-
lar account will be given hereafter.

Scotiand, now called  Nortfp-Britain, is about
2ro miles in Iength, and about 100 miles ig

: ' breadth,
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breadth, at the broadeft part, the whole country
being fo interfeted by inlets of the fea, that
every houfe is within 5o miles of falt-water. A
vaft number of iflands lie round about her and
belong to her, divided into three’ clafles, the
Hibrides or weltern 1iflands, the Arcades or
- Orfneys, and the Shetland ifles, befides feveral
in the frich of Edinburgh. The air of Scotland
is geperallz wholefome, being purified by fre-
quent high winds. Their ongef day is 18
hours, and their fhorteft night about 5 hours
and 45 ; but in the ifle of Sky, in the {ummer
folftice, the night is but an hour and half, and
about Fune, in Orkney, one may fee to read all
night. The {oil produces all things neceflary
for human life ; and tho’ the country in general
is mountainous and full of heaths, yet it hag
many large and fruitful vallies, abounding with
corn and grafs ; in 2 word, Scetland produces all
forts of grain that are found in England, 'The
moft common grain is oats, much exceeding thofe
of England, of which in the Highlands, they
make good bread and drink, and other palatable
food. They have moft forts of fruitin Scot/and,
and good roots both for food and phyfick. The
Highlands afford good timber ; they have coal
in many parts of the coyntry, and in the north,
fire-wood, turf, peat, heath, broom and furze,
enough for fue]l. They have large flocks of
fheep, and herds of black cattle, mych fmaller
than thofe of England. Their wool is fit for
-fingrams, fhalloons, &J¢, They have ftore of
excellent flax, of which they make great quan-
tixes of linen, coarfe and fine, Scotland abpung

wi
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- with filh, eggs and fowl, and has mines of many
forts of metal, quarries of fine fione, and moun-
tains of marble; it affords many and good har-
bours, and a number of fine rivers, of which
the moft convenient for trade are the Forth and
the Clyde.

- The Englyfh and Scozs are in general well
fhaped, handiome, ingenious, generous, and
honeft, and their women are for the moft part
difcreet and beautiful, and have greater privileges
than thofe of other nations.

The people of this ifland have a great fhare
of natural good fenfc and fagacity, whence they
fucceed in almoft all their undertakings. They
are great advocates for liberty, and run all hazards
to maintain their privileges. :

'T'hat they are a brave and warlike people is
not to be doubted ; but, as they are accuftom’d
to live well, they are for the moft part impatient
of fatigue and of want; which induced a cer-
tain great general to remark, That the Britifh
troops were the beft in. the world, if brought to
action while the roaft 55{;" was in their flomachs,
- But tho’ fatigue and want may abate their
firength, no one fufpeéts they will deftroy their
courage ; and from what I know of my coun-
trymen, I fhall ever be of opinion with that
nobleman, who being afk’d by the late king of
Pruffia, whether an equal number of Englifbmen
could beat his remarkable tall regiment ? an-
fwered, He did not know that, but e was awell
affured half the number wwoi’d 1y

TQ.
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To this {hort defcription, it may not feem im-
HTOpEr ta add a few words relative to the, king-
dom of Ireland, by way of fupplement.

Ireland, {ubje@ for many centuries to the do-
minion of Great-Britain, lies between 51° 15
and ¢5° 15’ of north latitude ; fo that the longett
day is 16 hours and ane half in the fouth parts,
and in the north 17 hours and a quarter. In
length it is about z4z miles, and the greateft
breadth 150 miles. The air is very mild and
temperate, and is cooler in {ummer and warmer
in winter than in England ; it is however excef-
five moift, whence the inhabitants are troubled
much with loofeneffes and rheums, and thefe
diftempers particularly attack ftrangers. The
foil in Zreland 15 prodigiouﬂy fruitful ; but fitter
for grafs and pafture than corn, and in fome
places the grafs is fo long and fiweet, from the
ranknefs of the foil, that the .cattle would fur-
feit if they were not fometimes hindered from
eating. The wonder of Ireland is, that it pro-
duceth no venomous creatures, and that none
fuch will live there; tho’ they have fome ra-
venous beafts, particularly wolves. It has vait
flocks of fheep, which they fheer twice a year,
good horfes, and infinite numbers of cattle,
which indeed are the wealth of the inhabitants.
Bees are not only hiv'd, but are found in bodies
of trees, and holes in the earth ; foxes and hares,
tame fowl and fith, efpecially falmon and her-
ring, abound in the utmoft pleaty. Her princi-
pal riches and commodities are cattle, hides,
tallow, fuet, butter and cheefe, wood, falt,

honey,
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honey, wax, furs, flax, linen-cloth, hemp, &,
¢. In fhort, there is nothing wanting in

Ireland either for pleafure or profit,” and every

thing is plentiful and cheap. It is divided into

four provinces ; Munfler, Leinfter, Connought

and Ulffer, and thofe into 32 counties.

For a character of the 7:i/b, we fhall refer the
Reader to what has been faid of the Englyh and
Scots ; their manners, cuftoms, tempers and difs'
pofitions being (fince their intimate connettion,
and mutual intercourfe with each other) much

the fame,

0GB
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A Defeription of the Counties of England and
Wales, and their Curisfities, placed in
alphabetical order.

NG L ESEAis an ifland in the north-weft
of Wales, encompafled by the Iri/b {ea on
all fides but the fouth-eaft, where it is feparated
from Cacrnarwen by the river Menia. It isin .
the diocefe of Bangor, and about 60 miles in
circumference ; contains about 200,000 acres,
and 1840 houfes. It affords plenty of corn,
cattle, fith, fowl and mill-ftones. It has 74
parifhes and two market-towns, Beaumaris and
Newborough. ~Beaumaristhe chief is 242 miles
from London, and has a good harbour for fhipping.
On the weftermoft point of this ifland is a cape
called Holyhead, which is the ftation for the
packet-boats to Ireland. 'Anglefea fends one
member to parliament for the county, and one
for Beaumaris its capital. ,
BEDFORDSHIR E, an inland county in the diocefe
of Lincoln, is bounded on the north by Northamp-
tonand Huntin donfbires 5 on the welt by Bucking-
hamjpire 5 on the fouth by Hertfordjbiré ; and
on the eaft by part of that county and Cam-
bridgefbire 5 it is'73 miles in circumference, con-
tains about 20¢,120 acres, and about 12,170
houfes. The air is temperate, and the {oil fruit-
ful and well ftored with corn and cattle. The
principal
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principal rivers are the Oz/t and Jvel, and its
_chief commodities are wool, butter, cheefe,
poultry, and woad for dying. Towards Olzey
and Newport-Pagnel, they weave bone- lace, and
near Dunfiable and Luton they make ftraw-hats,
and other manufactures of the like fort, in which
feveral thoufand perfons are employed. This
county fends 4 members to parliament, has 116
parithes, and 1o market towns. - Bedford, the
principal, is fituated upon the river Ot/_/Z’, and is
47 miles north of London. Dunflable is noted
for larks, and Z/pley for fuller’s earth ; the other
towns” are Wooburn, Ampthill, Lezg/attm, Luton,
Shefford, Biggle/wade, Potton and 1 uddington.

At Sandy are Roman urns, and both there and
near Dunflable are found many ancient coips.
Maz’dz'ngéazz . has the remains of a large fortified

camp ; and near Wooburn there 15 a fmall fiream
that gives wood the appearance of ftone. Some
years ago a gold mime was difcovered at Polluzx-
Hill, but is now negletted, the profit falling
thort of the expence,

BerksHIRE, an inland county in the diocefe of
Salifbury, is divided on the north and north-eaft,
by the 7 ames from ()Jy‘bra’/une and Bm/wg/va -
Jbire ; on the weit it 1s bounded by the counties
of Gloucefler and Wiits 3 on the fouth-eaft by
Surry; and on the fouth by Hampfbire. 1t 1s
120 miles in circumference, and contains -about
527,000 acres, and 16,906 houfes. T'he air is
{weet, and foil fruitful. It has plenty of corn,
cattle, wild-fowl, wool and timber, efpecially,cak
and Peech. . T he rivers are the Thames, Kennet,
Ocke, Loddon and Lambourn. The Kennet is now

made
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of GREAT-BRITAIN, 13

made navigable by aét of parliament. This
county fends nine members to parliament, has
140 parifhes, and 12 market-towns. Reading
the chief, is 39 miles weft of London, and is re-
markable for malt, meal, holland-tapes, and
canvas or {21l cloth. Thereft are dbingdon, Wind-
Jor, Wallingford, Maidenhead, Hungerford, New-
bury, Farvingdon, Wantagé, Eafi 1lfly and Oaking-
ham. The royal palace and caltle at #indfor built
by Edward 111. are remarkable for their fine
fituation, rich furniture, paintings, and many
other curiofities. In St. George’s chapel are held
the chapters of the Order of the Garter, inftituted
by the aforefaid king Edward I1I.

King Aifred the Great was born at Wantage,
and a few miles to the fouth-weft of this town is
the figure of a white horfe, covering an acre of
ground, cat in a hill of chalk, from whence it
may be feen at a great diftance, and is faid to
have been made by dire@ion of king Alfred, in
memory of a great vi¢tory he obtained over the
heathen Saxons.  The neighbouring people have
from time immemorial a kind of feftival, called
Scouring the Hor/fe ; when they cleanfe it of weeds,
whereby the chalky bottom ftill preferves a fine
effeét at a confiderable diftance.

Near Reading is a natural curiofity, thought
to have remained ever fince the flood. It is a
bed of oyfter-fhells and fand thirty or forty feet
under the furface of a hill, and covered with
different firata. Thefe thells retain the true figure
and colour, but moulder with a fmall preffure.

(B Al
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In this county are alfo remains of Roman an-
tiquities and fortifications, with fome of the fa-
mous caufeway, called Zcknild-fireet.

BrECKNOCKSHIRE, an Inland county of Soxth
?ales, in the diocefe of Landaff, is 106 miles
in circumference, and contains about 620,000
acres, and 5934 houfes ; the mountains are bar
ren, but the vallies are very fruitfel, and yle;ds
plenty of corn, cattle, fith, and fome otter-fur.
It has manufaltures for cloth and fiockings, and
fends two members to parliament, one for the
county and one for Brecknock. This county con-
tains 61 Parifhes, and four market-towns. Brecon,
or Breckunock upon the Uj, the county town, is
161 miles from London. It is a well-built town,
hath a good trade for cloathing, and the aflizes
are kept here.

BuckincHaMSsHIRE, or Bucks, an inland
county in the diocefe of Linco/n, is bounded on
the eaft by Bedfordfbire, Herifordfbire, and NMid-
dlﬁ/}x on the fouth by Berkfbire ; ; on the weft by

Oxfordfbire, and on the north | by, | Northanptoar-
. fEire; is 138 miles in circumference, contains
about 441,000 acres, and 18,390 houfes. The air
is good and the foil rich. 1t abounds with fheep,
oxen, wood, corn and pafture, andis fﬂ ous for
the manufaCture of bone-lace, particularly =t
Newjort Pagnel, and alfo for paper ‘1 he prin~
cipal rivers are the Tame, Oufe, uhd C,/ I b
county fends fourteen members to parliament; has
185 parithes, and 11 market-towns. The county-
town which is Buckingham, 1s fitnated vpon the
Oufe, 60 miles from Londen. is very old, hasa
ruinous caftle and three fone-bridges cver the

Qe
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Qufe. 'The other towns are Aylefbury, High-

Bickbam, Marlow, Wendover, Amerfbam, New-
dort-Pagnel, Cslebrook, Stony-Stratford, Oulney,
Beaconsfield, Chefbam, Rifborough, Ivingho, and
Winflow. In this county is the village of Eron
pear /7indfor, in which is a college founded by
Henry VI. nobly endowed ; it has a provoft and
feven fellows, befides choirifters, €5 ¢, and a free-
fcheol, where 70 king’s fcholars are taught and
maintained gratis, and yearly fent t0King’s-college,
Canmbridge, as vacancies happen.

The Chiltern-bills in this county are remark-
able for being covered with ftones, which yet
promote the fertility of the ground. The famous
Watlins-fireet way crofles this county. Some
years fince an artificial cave was found near
€liefden, go feet deep and 30 in circumference,
the bottom being hewn out of a hard rock.

CAMBRIDGESHIRE, an inland county in the
diocefe of F/y, bounded on the north by Lin-
. eo/nfbire; on the eaft by Norfolk and Suffilk; on
the welt by the counties of Huntingdon and Bed-
Jord; and on thefouth by thofe of E/ffex and Hert-
Jord; is 130 miles in circumference, contains
about 570,000 acres, and 17,347 houfes. The
air and foil are of various forts, the fouthern and
eaftern part being pleafant and healthy, and the
northern or fens, low, watry, and unwholefome.
Corn, cattle, butter, cheefe, colefeed, wild-fowl,
filh, free-flone, vitriol and faffron, are the chief
commodities, The principal rivers are Ouf,
Cam or Grant, which afford plenty of fith. Its
manufattures are paper and bafkets. 'This coun-
ty {ends fix members to parliament ; two for the
i G2 univerfity,
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univerfity, two for the county, and two for the
town. It contains 163 parifhes, and 7 market-
towns. Cambridge is the county-town, 52z miles
from London, and is a very ancient univer-
fity, which contains twelve colleges, and four
halls, all endowed, which the halls of Oxford
are not. The names of the colleges are Perer-
houfe, Corpus-Chrifti or Bennet-college, Gonwille
and Caius-college, King’s-college, Queen’s-college,
Fefus~college, Chrift-college, St. Fobn’s-college,
ﬁ[agdalm college, Trinity-college, Emanuel-college,
and Sidney-Suffex-college. 'The halls are Clare-
ball, Penzoroée—%a// ‘Tnmty-ba«l and Catharine-
hall. Near Camér:a’ge is kept S/ourérzge fair, one
of the moft noted in Ens/and. The other places
are the city of Ely, the bi ithop’s feat, remarkable
. for its minfter, the towns of Caxton, Linton,
Neavmarket, famous for the races held thele,
Merch, Wifbich, and Soham.

The remarkable things in this county are the
remains of a Briti/b camp on the top of Gogma-
gog hills. 'The decoys employed for intrapping
wild water-fowl, one of which only is fuppofed
fometimes to fend to Lozdon 3000 couple in a
week. For draining the fens thPle is a level of
about 300,000 acres, with a foil from ten to
twenty feet deep. Part of it lies in the counties
of Norfolk, Suffolk, Hmz/z;zg ony Narthampton and
Lincoln, but moft of it is in this county. A pro-
digious profit arifes from what has been a rLadV
recovered by the drains, and if the whole fpot
was equally imoroved, the advantage both to
the coltivators and government, would be almoft
immenfe.

' CarRDIGAN-
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CARDIGANSHIRE in South Wales, a maritime
- eounty, in the diocefe of St. David’s, g4 milesin
eircumference ; contains about 520,000 acres,
and 3,163 houres. It produces plenty of corn,
eattle, fith and fowl, and fome mines of filver and
fead ; fends two members to psrliament, one for
the county and one for Cardigan ; has 77 parifhes,
and four market- towns. Cardigan, the fhire
and affize-town is 198 miles from Londor, and”
pleafantly feated on the river Tyewye.
CARMARTHENSRIRE in South Wales, in the
diocefe of St. David’s, bordering on the fea, 102
miles in circamference ; contains about 700,000
acres, and 5,352 houfes, and is not fo moun-
tainous as other counties in #a’es. It abounds in
corn, grafs, cattle, falmon, wood, pit coal, and
the beft lead. It fends two members to parhament,
one for the thire, and one for Carmarthen. 'This
coun;y has 87 parithes and 8 market-towns. Car-
wmarthen 1s tne chief town, and is fituated on the
river Towy 206 miles from London. At Cafile-
I(mpg are vaft caverns, fuppofed to have been
copper-mines of the Romans. There is in this
county a circular ftone monument refembling
Ra[/—rsz ftones in Oxford/fire ; and alfo a re-
markable barrow, fuppomd to have been the
burying-place of fome ancient Briz// king.,
CARNARVONSHIRE, in North Wales, is 2 ma-
ritime county, in the diocefe of Bangor, g5 miles
in circumference 3 contains about 2 370,000 acres,
and 2,765 l*ou.es, and produces abundance of
cattle, fowl, fifh, and wood. Thiough the middle
of this county runs a ridge of high mountains, the
higheft whereof are Snowuden hills, which though
Gz they
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they have fnow always lying upon them, are gx-
ceeding fertile, and abound with waters on the
tops. On the fide of Penmaen-mawor, one of
the higheft of thele mountains, is the road te
Holybead. Tt fends two members to pariiament,
one for the county and one for Carnarwvow; has
68 parifhes, and fix market-towns. Carnarwon,
the chief town, is about z15 miles from Lozdon;
the others are Banger, Kretyth, Palbely, Aler-
conway and Newin. Upon Penmacn-mawr are
the ruins of a once impregnable fortification, and
near it the remains of a Briti/btemple.

In the river Coraway are taken mufcles, which
afford very fine and large pearls.

CHESHIRE is a maritime county-palatine, in
the diocefe of Chefler. It is feparated on the nortl
from Lancafbire, by the river Mer/ey, touching 2
{mall part of York/bire on the north-ealt ; Derdy-
Shire and Staffordfbire bound it on the eaft ; Shrop-
Jfbire on the fouth; Denbighfbire, and Flint/bire
on the weft; and on the north-weft, part of the
Irifb ocean. Itis 182 miles in circumference, con-
tains about 720,000 acres, and 24,054. houfes':
The air is whelefome, and the {oil good ; it yields
more pafture than corn, and is famous for pro-
ducing falt, and the moft excellent cheefe, as
alfo fith, fowl, metals and mill-ftones. Its prin-
cipal rivers are the Dee, the Wewver, and the
Merfey. 'The men are famous for ftrength, and
the women for beauty. It fends 4 members to
parliament, has 638 parifhes, and 12 towns. The
city of Chefler, 182 miles north-weit from Los-
agn, is peculiar for its piazzas, on which many
of the houfes are built, and here the Palatine-

COurss



¢f GREAT-BRITAIN. 19

eourts for the adminiftration of juftice are held.
Nantavick, Middlewichy, and Northawich, are noted
for falt-pits, Macclesfield for buttons, Congleton
for gloves and ribbons, and Stockpors for filk-
mills. The othertowns are Ford/bam, Sandbach,
Altringham, Malpach, and Knotsford. In Stiperley
park near Macclesfield, are large fheep with four
horns, two refembling thale of fheep, and the
other two thofe of goats, and their covering
fomewhat between wool and goats-hair ; they
are peculiar to this place, and no where elfe ta
be found.

The old firr-trees dug up in the marfhy parts
of this county, give a light when fplintered like
candles, and are of great ufe to the poor. They
are {uppofed to have lain here ever fince the
flood. The remains of Hugh Lupus, firft ear] of
Chefter, and nephew of the Conqueror, were
found in this county fome years ago.

CorNWALL, a maritime county in the diocefe
of Exeter, in circumference 230 miles, containing
about 960,000 acres, and 25,374 houfes, is a
perfet peninfula, furrounded by the fea on the
north, fouth, and weft, and parted from Dewon-
fhire on the eaftward by the Tamer, except aflip
of land. This is the moft weltern county in
England. 'The air is clear and fharp, the
vallies are full of corn and pafture ; it abounds
jn wild-fowl, particularly woodcocks, and the
fca affords plenty of fith. In the hills are mines
of copper, and tin, an ore called Mundic, and
fome gold a~d filver; and there are here reckon-
ed above 100,000 tinners. It al{o yields the fine
blue {falt, called by the French, ardois ; tranfparent

pebbles
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pebbles like diamonds, flate and marble, fam-
phire, eringo, rofa folis; fage, hyflop and rofe-
mary, grow wild on the fea cliffs. 'The men are
firong, boifterous, great wreftlers, and healthy.
and expert in a peculiar diverfion called Hurling.
The chief rivers are Tamer, Camel, and Fale.
This county has many fafe and commodious
ports and havens, particularly Falmouth, a ver
fpacious one, from whence a confiderable trade
1s carried on to Liffon and other places. Corn-
awal] fends 44 members to parliament, has 161
parithes, and 19 market-towns. Lawnceffon the
county-town, zog miles from Londin, is the
chief; the other towns are Leftard, Leflavithiel,
Truro, Eodmin, He'fton, Saltafb, Padftow,
Camelford, Wefthaw, Eaflow, Grampound, Pen-
ryn, Lregony, Biffiney. St. Ives, Penzance, Fowey,
St. Germain, St. Michael, Newport, St. Maws,
Keilington, St. Columbe, Falmouth, and Market-
Few. -

Near Penzance is Main-amber, a rock lying
on fome others, which was formerly a great
curiofity ; it being fo equally poifed, that a man
might move it with one finger. But in Crom-
well’s time it was thrown out of its place by an
ignorant governor ‘of Pendennis caftle. The
Hurlers, three circles of large ftones, which the
country inhabitants believe to have been men
metainorphofed, are by the learned thought to
be only funeral monuments, like many others in
different parts of the kingdom.

“. Therocks or iflands of Sci/ly, fuppofed by fome
to have been formerly part of Cornavall, have
been reckoned as belonging to this County;vcr A

ince
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finee they were conquered by Athelflan. 'They
are diftant 30 miles from the land’s end, and
ave about 140 in number. St. Mary’s, the largeft
and moft fruitful is about g miles in circum-
ference. They abound in rabbits and water-
fowl, but are remarkable for nothing fo much
as the many fhipwrecks, that have happened
wpon: them, and in particular that of Sir Cloud/ley
Showvel in 1704 with four fhips of war, not a
fingle man of all the crews having efcaped.
CUMBERLAND, a maritime county in the
north of England in the diocefe of Chefier and Car-
#éfle, bounded on the north by Scot/and 5 on the
welt by the fri/b {ea ; on the {outh by the divided
part of Lanca/bire; and on the eaft by York/bire,
Durban, and Northumberland ; is 168 miles in
eircamference, contains about 1,040,000 acres,
and 14,825 houfes: The air is tharp, and the
foil tolerably fruitful. It yields abundance of
wild-fowl and fifh, and pearls are found in the
muflels. There are many mines of Lapis Cala-
minaris, black-lead,copper, lead, and coal : Black-
fead is found at Kefavick, being as fome fay, the
principal place for it in Eurgpe.  Wrynofe, one of
the chief hills, is remarkable for its three fhire
fones, only a foot from each other ; one in this
eounty, onein #effmoreland, and the third in Lan- |
sappire. It has many rivers, the chief of which are
the Eden and Derwent, and feveral fmall lakes.
"This county fends fix members to parliament; has
9o parithes churches befides chapels,and 8 towns.
"The principal place is the city of Carli/le, a bithop’s
fee, 300 miles from London, where is a’ fine ca-
thedral,
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thedral. It has a confiderable trace in fuftians
The other market-towns are Cockermouth, W hite-
bawen noted for coals and falt; Penrith for tan-
ners; Kefwick, Bramton, Holm, Egemont, Kirk-
Ofwald, Langtewn, Rawenglas and Wigtomun.
The curiofities here are the famous Picts wall,
which began in this county, and ran by Carli/fle
acrofs the kingdom to Newcafile, of which
more hereafter. Altars and & infcriptions
found near Elengburg, the figure of one of
which we have given in a cut.. Near Penrith,
upon the river Eden, 1s an inacceflible grotto.
In a rock near Brumptor are cut feveral Romax
infcriptions. '

Caylifle having been a frontier county to Scof-
Jand, the houfes of the chief nobility and gentry
are, for the moft part, built like caftles.

In this county is ftill to be feen fome part of
the famous wall extending from the German to
the Iri/b fea, for the fpace of 8o miles, which
was built on the following occafion. The
Romans fettling here by force of arms, were
always harraﬁ'egd by the Pids on the fide of
Scotland, to frop whofe mroads, a wall of earth
was built and pallifadoed by theemperor Adrian.
Sewerus afterwards built it of ftone, with turrets
at a mile diftance from each, in which he kept
a garrifon. But the Pifs feveral times broke
through it. At laft, in the year 430 Ztius, a
Roman general, rebuilt it with brick; but it
' was not long before it was pulled down. [twas
eight feet thick and twelve high.

DEREBYSHIRE s an inland county, lying inthe
middle of England, in the diocefe of Litchfield

and
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and Coventry. It borders on the north upon ¥ork-
Jbire ; on the eaft upon Nottinghamfbire ; on the
fouth upon Leicefler/bire and Waravick/bire, and
on the weft upon Staffordjbire and Chefbire. It is
130 miles in circumference, containing 'IbOth
680,000 acres, and 21,155 houfes. The an
and foil are good, parncularly the fouth and ¢
parts ; the north-weft part is called the 7
rocky, barren country, but enriched i
able mines of alabafter, marble, cryiiai

ftone, whet{‘tones, copper, lead, iron, and coa
in great plenty ; in {ome places are la,)u mlamz-
naris, antimony and filver. Its rivers are the 7renz,
Deravent, Erwafb, Merfey, and Dowe. This
county fends four members to parliament ; has
106 parifhes; and eight market-towns. Deréy,
fituated upon the river Deravent, over which it
has a good ftone bridge, 122 miles from London,
is the county-town. At this place the late Sir
T hamas Lombe ere€ted an engine for working
{talian organzine filk, which has 26,586 wheels,
and 97,746 movements, and with one man can
throw as much filk, and in a better manner, than
fifty can do without it. The other towns are
Chefterfield, Workfworth, Bolfover, Abburm,
Alfercon, Bakewell, Dronsfield and Tiddeaval.

The wonders of the Peak have been {o much
the obje&s of curiofity, that they cannot be
omitted, though fome of them it will be fufficient
juft to mention.

The firt of thefe is Buxton bath, admired for
the agreeablenefs of its fituation, the falutary
wirtues of its waters, and its antiquity, it having
been in great reputation even in the time of the
Romans. About
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About half a mile from Bauxtor is the fecond
wonder, called Pool’s-hole. This ftupenducus
cavern is at the foot of a mountain. 1ts entrance
1s fo low and narrow, that no one can’ o0
without ﬁoong, but 1t prefently widens nm Z
broad and lofty concavity of above a mile im
. length. The water, which dropping from the
roof congeals into a kind of chryftal, forms’a
thourand amazing figures, which are called by
the names of thofe things they are thought o
reprefent, as lions, fonts, ]anthoyns, the organ,
a flitch’ of bacon, &Fc.. Here 15 alfo'a* Ia.rrr'::
clear ftone refembling alabafter, which the quecs
of Scors, when here, called her pillar, and ‘which
il goes by that name. Along the middle,

among  the rocks, falls a flream of water,
which with a hidecus noife, ecchoes throug,
the vault. On the left hand is hewn a cavers,
faid to *be " the dwelling of one Potly, a
famous robber, *containing Iis kitchen and bed-

chamber. The moft {furprizing thing hefe
be met with, is the height of the arch, and the"
fpangled roof refembling fret-work, orzan and
choir-work : And indeed the hanging drops of
water, which petrify as they fall, and above
form ificles refembling cryflal, and below pyra-
mids hardened into ftone, have a furprizing
efie@ from the light of candles carried by the
guides ; the hangnw drops dazzling the eyes,
as if this mighty arch was all over bcfpanoicd
with diamonds.

The third wonder is called Mam Tor, or the
Moather-rocks . 'This is a precipice of a'fiupen-
duous height, which inceffantly crumbling away,

forus
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forms other mountains, without appearing to
the eyes of the vuigar (who are feldom very
curious in their obfervations) to be at all dimi-
nifhed ; its height rendering its decreafe in a
manner imperceptible.

The fourth, called Dewil’s Arfe in the Peak, is
a large opening in the fteep fide of a mountain,
whofe entrance is upwards of 30 feet perpen-
dicular, and twice as much at the bottom. In
the entrances on either fide are feveral {mall
cottages, like a little town in a vault, in the
middle of which runs a ftream of water. As
you go forwards the roof gradually defcends,
and becomes {o low that a man cannot ftand
upright in it, ftill ftooping a little way, and
pafling another brook the roof rifes again, till at
the third little river the rock bends down al-
moft to the furface of the water.

The fifth wonder is called Weeden-avell, or
Tides-we!l, which is a fpring that, according
to {fome writers, ebbs and flows like the fea.

The fixth wonder is Elden-hole, a frightful
chafm in the middle of a field, the mouth of
which 1s 5o or 6o feet over one way, and about
- zo over the other; but how deep, could never
be difcovered, *notwithftanding ieveral attempts
have been made to find its bottom. Mr. Cotton
endeavoured in vain to fathom it with a line of
1600 yards, or near a mile in length.

The duke of  Dewonfbire’s fine feat at Chat/-
avorth is reckoned the feventh wonder. Here
the difadvantage of the fituation contributes to
the beauty of the fcene. Nothing can be more
furprizing to the traveller, who comes from the

D north,
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north, than after having travelled through a
difmal defert, in which, for 14 or 15 miles to-
aether, he has ncither feen hedge, houfe, nor
tree, he is brought to the brink of a fteep decli-
vity, whence looking down from the comfortlefs,
barren and feeminglyendlefs wafte,heis entertain’d
with the view of a moft delightful valley, adorn-
ed with a noble palace, and the moft beautiful
gardens, embellithed with woeds, groves, oran-
geries, ftatues, canals, a, variety of fountains,
and curious water-works ; among which from a
neat houfe of ftone refembling a temple, there
fows from the mouths of beafts, urns, &c. a
whole river, which pours down a hill a quarter
of a mile in length, forming one of the fineft
cafcades in the world, and then is loft under
ground. The houfe is one of the moft grand
and elegant ftruGtures in Eurofe. So that if con-
trarieties illuftrate each other, here they are feen
in the ftrongeft oppofition, and after {uch a
journey as we have defcribed, this Paradife has
all the air of enchantment.

" We ought not here to omit among the curio-
fities of this county, the tottering ftones at Byrch-
QOwer, ftanding on a hard rock; one of them
faid to be four yards high, and twelve round,
yet refts upon a point fo equaily poifed, that it
may be moved with a finger.

Befides Buxton bath already mentioned, that
at Matlock, in this county, is alfo very famous,
the water of which is but juft milk-warm, {o that
it is no lefs agreeable than fanative.

DengicusuirE in North Wales is chiefly in
the diocefc of St. 4/aph ; but the greateft part of

the
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the vale of Clywd is in the diocele of Bangor.
It is 116 miles in circumference, and contains
about 410,000 acres, and 6,398 houfes. "The

eaft part is by nature fruitful, and the weit im-
proved with the afhes of burnt turf, They have
plenty of rye, goats and fheep, and in many

parts, lead ore. The inhabitants are clic arful and
long-lived. 'This county fends two members to
parliament, one for the county and one for Dez-

' bigh,and has 57 parithes and four towns. Denbigh,
the county town, is 15 miles weft from Clefer,
and has a2 moft impregnable caftle, and 2 good
trade for tanners and glovers. Wrextan, the
largeft town in North Wales, has an handfome
church and lofty fteeple, and catries on 2 con-
fiderable trade in the flannel manufadture. In
this county is the remarkable cave calle Ki
Arthur’s Round Table, having 24 feats of dific
dimenfions, and there are {cveral remains of
cient fortifications.

DEVoNSHIRE, a maritime county
cefe of Exeter, is wathed on the north ¢
fides by the fea, and borders upo:
on the weft, and the counties of Dos/er ar :
Jet on the eaft. It is zoomiles in circumfercace
contains about 1,920,000 acres, and ; :
houfes. ‘The air in the vallies is mild ; on the
hills, fharp and healthy ; the foil is itoney, s
and barren. Its rivers are 7 amer, Tuiridye
Jaw, and Dart. 'The inhabitants a
and aé&ive. This county abounds in corn, cati
wool, fea-fith and fowl, and fine cyder.

# See Warwickfbire, where it is alfo faid to be
Dz are
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are alfo mines of lead, tin, and filver, and load-
ftones were formerly found on Dartmore rocks.
They make here kerfies, ferges, and bone-lace.
It has many good harbours, as Dartmonth,
Plymouth, and others. It{ends 26 members to
parliament, and contains 394 parifhes, and 32
towns. Its capital is Exeter, 172 miles from
Londor, which is a bifhop’s fee. It has a noble
cathedral, and f’crong caftle, and carries on a
great trade for ferges. The other towns are
Barnflaple, Honiton, QOakbhampton, - Taviftock,
Tiverton, Plymouth, Totnefs, Abburnbham, Bid-
deford, Torrington, Axminfter, Caulliton, Dodbrook,
Autre, Antry, Hatherlay, Morton, King fbridge,
Plympton, Dartmouth, and Beeralfton.

Upon Edyftone rock over againt Plymouth, was
a famous light-houfe. The firft building here of
this {fort, was blown down in the great wind in
1703, and Mr. Winfianly the projettor, was loft
init. Another of go feet high was erefted in
1713, which has been alfo deftroyed, but is now
rebuilding

Lund) illand, in the Brifto/ channel, is remark-
able for being inacceflible in every part but one.

DORSETSHIRL, a maritime county in the dio-
cefe of Briftol, 15 miles in circumference, is
bounded on the weft by part of Devonfbire and
Somer/etfbire, on the north by the counties of So-
merfet and Wilts, on the eaft by Wiltfbire and
Hamp/bire, and on the {fouth by the Erg/i/b chan-
nel. It contains about”72,000acres, and 21,944
houfes. It is a pleafant, fertile country, the air
which is healthy, is very mild towards the coaft,

but fharper on the hills. The foil is rich, yielding
plenty
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plenty of cornand pafture, and here are cattle,

_and wild-fow]l in abundance. Its chief com-
modities are wool, hemp, cloth, fith, fowl, beer,
free-ftone, and fome marble; the rivers Szowre,
Frome, Wey and Pidle, are famous for tench.
In the ifle of Purbeck is marble and tobacco-
pipe clay. It fends zo members to parliament,
has 248 Parifhes and 19 towns.

Dorchefter, feated on the Frome, 123 miles
from London, is the fhire-town. The other towns
are Weymouth, Melcomb Regis, Shaftefbury, noted
for its fine profpect and high fituation, Poole,
Wareham, Corfe-Cafile, Cranborn, Blandford,
Abbotsbury, Cerne, Frampton, Sherbourn, famous
for the curious workmanthip of its church, Brid-
port, for hemp and cables, and Lyme-Regis.

The town of Dorchefler is fill encompafled

. with the ruins of the ancient Roman wall, and at
a fmall diftance there is a noble Roman iecatre,
called by the vulgar Maumbury. On the top is
an agreeable circular walk, whence you have a
good profpelt of the town, the wide plains, and
corn fields all- around. There areaifo in this
county feveral barrows, or old Briri/b tombs.

Portland is an ifle near this county, eminent
for its quarries of durable free-ftone ; and in
Portland lake is a {wannery which contains
upwards of feven thoufand {wans.

Dur#Ham, amaritime northern county, called
the Bifboprick of Durbam, is a County Palatine,
and bounded on the north by the rivers Tyne and
Deravent, which divides it from Northumberiand ;
on the weft it is bounded by Cumberland and Weft-

B 3 moreland ;
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moveland 3 on the fouth the Tees divides it froms
York/bire ; and on the eaft it has the north fea, or
German ocean. Lt is 107 miles in circumference,
contains about 610,000 acres, and 15,984 houfes.
The air is fharp, and the foil generally batren,
but the eaft fide is the beft, the {fouth being full
of marfhes, and the weft full of rocks. It pro-
duces coal, iron, and lead, and in the welt parts
fome filver. The riversare Ware, Tyne, Deravent,
and Tees. It fends four members to parliament,
has 118 parithes and 4 market-towns. Durbam,
the capital, 1s Gtuated on the Ware, 262 miles
from London. Hereis the bithop’s fee, whofe
‘palace is a fine caftle.

Bifpop-Awokland belongs likewife to this bifhop,
and is remarkable for its caftle, fine air, and a
bridge over the Ware, the arch of which exceeds
in breadth that of the Rialro at Venice. Darling-
som, is famous for three pits near it, called Hell-
Zettles, caufed by an earthquake in 1170, and
for its manufacture of huccabacks. ‘The other
towns are Stockton, Sunderland, and Bernard's
Caftle. Roman coins and infcriptions have been
frequently found in this county, particularly at
Chefier upon the Street, Lanchefier and Sheals.

Fssex, a maritime county in the eaftern parts
in the diocefe of London, is bounded on the eaft
by the German ocean ; on the fouth it is divided
from Kent by the Thames ; on the weft from
Middlefex and Hertfordfbire by the Lea s and an
the north from Suffolk by the Szoxr, Itis 146 miles
gn circamference, contains 1,240,000 acres, and
34,859 houfes, lts air is temperate, but near the
{ea and Thames moil and aguith, The foil is

sich,
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rich, and produces plenty of corn, pafture
{affron, wood and hops ; and it abounds with
cattle, fith and wild-fowl. It has feveral rivers,
as the T bames, Stoure, Coln, Chelmer, Lea, Crouch,
Blackwater, and Roding. At Stratford by Bow
is a bridge faid to be the firft built of ftone in
England. 1t fends 8 members to parliament ; has
415 parifhes, and 19 market-towns. The county-
town is Colchefler on the Calz, which has a great
trade for white bays and oyfters, and many Romanr
antiquities are found there, Its other market-
towns are Huravich, noted for its harbour ; Mal-
den, Chelmsford, Barking, Hatfield, Rumford, Bil-
lericay, Brentawood, Dunmore, Coggefball, Grays,
Halfted, Hornaen, Raleigh, Manningtree, Waltham
Abbey, Tronted, and Sudbury.

In this county over-againft Grave/end in Kent,
is Tilbury-Fort, a ftrong block-houfe upon the
T hames.

At Laytorn were dilcovered many Roman urns :
And near Saffron Walden are barrows, or pyra- -
midal hills ereed by Canute. At Eaft Tilbury
are many Caverns fuppofed to have formerly
been granaries. At Cogge/ball was found a Roman
lamp and urns: and at Waltham Abbey king
Harold’s coffin, with this plain infeription, Harold
Infelix. Near Haraich is a petrifying {pring,
which makes the clay-walls of that town look
like ftone. At Dunmow Parwa there is this res
markable caftom. A flitch of bacon is given to
the man, who, a year and a day after marriage,
fhall make oath, with his knees upon two pointed
ftones, that he hath neither repented nor quarelled
with his wife: The record mentions three men

who
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who within soo years won this flitch. At Dagen-
bam was a breach that laid so00 acres of land
under water ; but after near ten years inundation,
it was effeCtually ftopped by Captain Perry. At
Chefierford are the ruins of a Roman city, where
the foundations of a temple are very vifible.
FrinTsHIRE in North Wales, an inland coun-
ty, moftly in the diocefe of St. A/aph, and the re-
mainder in Chefter, is 40 miles in circumference ;
contains about 160,00 acres and 3,150 houfes.
Its vallies are fruitful, and the people long-
lived. It pfoduces plenty of pafture, butter,
cheefe, pit-coal, lead, mill ftones, and honey,
with which they make large quantities of me-
theglin. This county fends two members to
parliament, one for the county and. one for Flint,
and has 28 parithes, and three towns. Flinr,
the fhire-town, is fo fmall as to have no market.
St. Afaph, is an ancient epifcopal fee upon the
river E/wy, 21z miles from London 5 Caeravys is
the chief market-town, but its trade is not con-
fiderable, every village being fupplied within it-
{elf. St. Winifred’s well at Holyzwe/l in this coun-
ty, 1s one of the fineft {prings in the world ; and is
famous for curing many difeafes, particularly
aches, and lamenefles, and it pours out fuch a
quantity of water, that running in the middle of
the town down the fide of 2 hill, it is made ufe of
by every houfe it pafies, after which it turns feve-
ral mills and works various engines. Over this
{pring is a neat chapel built of free-ftone.
GLAMORGANSHIRE in South Wales, a2 mari-
time county in the diocefe of Landaff 112 miles
in circumference, contains about 540,000 acre§
and
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and 9,644 houfes. The north part is” moun-
tainous, but the fouth part is {o fruitful that it
is called the Garden of Wales. It produces plenty
of corn and pafture. Itfendstwo members to par-
liament, one for the county and one for Cardzff,
and has 118 parithes and nine market-towns.
Landaff, 147 miles from London, is a city and the
bithop’s {ee, but {o fmall, as to have no market.
Cardiff is the chief town. At Newton in this
county is a well which rifes as the fea ebbs, and
finks as the flood increafes.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE, an inland county in the
diocefe of Glouccfter, is bounded on the north by
Worcefterfbire and part of Waravickfbire; on the
eaft by the Counties of Waraick, Oxford, Berks,
and Wilts ; on the fouth by Wiltjire and Somer-
Jetfbire; and on the weft by Monmouthfbire and
Hereford/bire. It is about 156 milcs in circumie-
rence, and contains about 800,000 acres, and
26,764 houfes. The air is {weet, and the ioil
fruitful. Here is plenty of corn, wool, iron
and fteel, timber, bacon, cyder, lampreys and
falmon. The vale on both fides the Sewern pro-
duces that fine cheefe, fo well known all over
England. Its rivers are the Sewern, Wye, Stroud,
Ifis and Awon. Its manufacture is cloathing, the
trade of which amounts to an amazing fum.
This county fends eight members to parliament,
has 280 parifhes, and 19 towns. The city of
Gloucefter on the Severn, 102 miles from London,
is a county of itfelf, a bithop’s fee, and has a fine
cathedral. The other towns are Cirenceffer, con-
fiderable in the time of the Romans and Saxons,

and is now in-a flourifhing ftate, and has a great
market
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market for wool. The other towns are Tewkt
bury, Blackely, Dur/fley, Campden, Neavnbam,
Stroud, Cheltenbam, Lechlade, Newent, Sudbury,
Panfwick, Stow, Tedbury, Wickmore, Thornbury,
Winchcomb, and Watton. At Cirencefier two of
the Roman confular ways crofs each other. At
Fairford is a church much admired for 28 large
windows whereon the ftories of the Old and New
Teftament, defigned by Albert Durer, are finely
painted ; they were taken by Fobn Tame, elq;
a merchant, in 1493, in a prize fhip bound to
Rome, who built the Church for the fake of
thefe paintings. Roman Pavements have been
found at Wood-Chefler and Cromball. Cheltenhane
has fine medicinal waters. The Briffol ftones
are found in a rock, on the fide of the Avon
next this county, thro’ which lay two of the
great Roman highways.
HAMPSHIRE, a maritime county in the diocefe
of Winchefter, 1s bounded on the north by Ber-
ire, on the eat by Swry, and Suffex ; on the
fouth by the Briti/b channel, and on the weft by
Dorfet/bire and Wiltfhire. It is 160 miles in cirs
cumference, and contains about 1,312,500 acres,
and 26,851 houfes. Its air is temperate, and {oik
rich. It yields plenty of corn, grafs, cattle, wool,
wood, and iron, and is famous for honey and
bacon. It is watered by the rivers Awvon, Stour,,
Tees, and Itchin 3 and its chief manufactures are
kerfies and ftuffs. This county fends 26 members
to parliament, has 253 parifhes, and 26 towns.
Southampton the county-town, and a county in it~
felf, is 78 miles from Lordon, and has a good port.
Winchefler, which1sa confiderable city, 1s 54 miles
from
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from London. Tt has a fine cathedral, and a noble
college and free-fchool richly endowed. King
Charles 11. begun a palace here, but it was never
finihed. Portfmouth is a fortified town and
harbour, and a royal arfenal ; Weymouth, has
alfo a fine harbour; the other towns are Pe-
tersfield,  Stockbridge, Chriftchurch, Andover,
Lymington, Alton, Bafingfioke, King:-C/are, Ring-
avood, Odiam, Rumfey, Alresfird, Fordingbridge
and Whitchurch.

At Silchefter on the north edge of this county
was the Vinadunum of the Romans, the ancient
wall of which is even now ftanding in {ome
places more, and in oiners lefs perfect. It con-
fifts of nine unequal fides, and is near a mile and
a half in circumference. The materials that
compofe it are large flints and rough ftones of
different forts, cemented together with very
ftrong mortar., At the north eaft corner, and at
the diftance of about 100 yards ftands an am-
phitheatre, both the walls and feats of which
confift of a mixture of clay and gravel. There
are five ranges of feats one above another, at the
diftance of fix feet on the flope. South of this
county, and appertaining to it, is the ifle of
Wight 6o-miles in circumference, abounding in
corn, cattle, fith, hares, conies, wild-fowl, and
fine wool. It has 36 parifhes and three towns.
Neavport, which is large and populous, and San-
ham and Yarmouth. Cowes and Carifbrook are
each fortified with a caftle. 8pithead, be-
tween Portfmouth and the ile of Wight, is a
road where the royal navy frequently rendez-

vous,
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~ vous, as alfo is St. Hilens, two leagues beyond
" it and nearer the ifland. :

HER EFORDSHIRE, an inland county in the
diocefe of Herefurd, bounded on the north by
Shropfbire ; onthe eaftby Worcefterfbis e and Glou-
cefier 5 on the welt by Radnorfbire and Brecknock-
fbire, and on the fouth by Monmouth/bie ; is 102
miles in circumference,and contains about660,cco
acres and 15;0c0 houfes. The air is good and
the foil very fruitful, yielding great quantities of
wheat, wood, wool and fine cyder. Its rivers
are Wye, Arrow, Monnow, Lug, and Frome, in
which are great numbers of falmon. It fends
eight members to parliament, has 176 parifhes,
and eight market-towns. Herefird upon the
Wye, 131 miles from London is the capital, where
is the bifhop’s palace, a cathedral, college and
hofpital. Leominfter, is noted for bread and wool,
and Kjyneton for narrow cloths. The other towns
are Weobly, Rofs, Pembridse, Ledbury, and
Bremyard. In the year 1571 there was a very
remarkable earthquake at Marclay-bill in this
county.

As an inftance of the healthfulnefs of the air
in this county, it is recorded that in the reign of
Fames 1. there were ten morrice dancers natives
of Herefordfbire, whofe ages taken together made
up a full thouiand years.

Some years fince were found in this county the
bones of a human body, which according to the
rules of proportion, muft have been double the
ftature of a full fized man, Several other curious
antiquities have alfo been here difcovered, and a-

mong the reft a coronet of gold fet with diamonds.
Bone-
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Bone-awell is alfo remarkable, from which con-
tinually iflue great quantities of fmall bones,
though it is often emptied,

HEerTFORDSHIRE, an inland county in the
diocefes of London and Lincoln, bounded on the
north by Cambridze/bire; on the eaft by Effex;
on the fouth by Middlefex 5 and on the weft by

 the counties of Buckingham and Bedford ; is 130
miles in circumference ; contains abonut 451,000
acres, and 16,569 houfes. The air is fweet and
healthy, the foil chiefly gravel and chalk, but
yields plenty of corn, grafs and wood, and is
watered by the rivers Leaz, and Coln. Its chief
commodities are wheat, barley and malt, This
county fends fix members to parliament ; has
120 parifhes, and 15 towns. Hertford on the
Lea, 23 miles from London, is the county town.
Its other towns are St. Albar’s, Barnet, Ware,
Berkbampflead, Rickmanfivorth, Hatfield, Bunting-
Jord, Baldock, Hitchin, Hodfdon, Standom, Ste-
venage, 1ring, Watford, and Hempﬁeaff. St
Alban’s arofe out of the ruins of Verulamium,
which was ftormed and taken by Fulius Czfar.
Herxe Coffitelon, a famous Britifp king, then
kept his court. Itis fuppofed afterwards to have
been deftroyed by the brave Britifb queen
Boadicea, who in one battle cut off 70,000
Romans. After this a fecond Verulamium was
rebuilt on the ruins of the firft, and deftroyed in
the wars between the Brizons and Saxpns. St.
Alban’s derived its name from a monaftery builg
by Ofa king of the Mercians, to the memory of
St. Alban, as an expiation for his barbaroufly
murdering Ethelbert, king of the Eaﬂ-ﬂnﬁlﬂ,
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. The fame Oz alfo built Hereford cathedral, and
dedicated it to St. Evbelbers.  As a farther pen-
nance, he madea journey to Rome, where he was
abfolved, notwithitanding his having kept the
dominions of the murdered prince, and joined
them to his own, The monaftery we have juft
mentioned was exceeded by none in England.
Its revenue was large, and the abbot, who had
the precedency of all others in the kingdom,
was fubjeét to no ecclefiaftical power but the
pope. The abbey-church, which was alfo built
by Offa, has been rebuilt in whole or in part
feveral times. The high altar is a curious piece
of Gothic architeCture. Within the north en-
trance Is painted Ofz on his throne. On the
fouth fide of the church formerly flood the
fhrine ; near which, in the wall of the fouth
ille, is the monument of Humphrey, duke of
Glouceffer. About 43 years ago his body was
difcovered in a leaden coffin, and fo well pre-
ferved by the pickle in which it was laid; that
it was all entire except the legs, from which.
the fleth was wafted, the pickle of that end bein
dried up.—At Ware is the canal which furnithes
London with New-River-Water.

At E/tree are found great variety of coins and
wrns. Three miles from Rickmanfworth are veins
of fea-fand, with mufcles among them. Be-
tween Caldecot and Henxavorih, are found fkele-
tons with urns, pateras, and lacrymatories near
them ; and in Harborough-field are the remains
of a large Roman camp.

HunTincponsHIRE, an inland county in the
diocefe of Lincoln, bounded on the welt and:-
Yo & g 11 S norths



5 ¢of GREAT-BRITAIN, 39
forth-welt by Northamptonfire; on the eaft and
north-eaft by Cambridgejiire; and on the fouth
by Bedfrdfbire ; is 67 miles in circumference,
containing about 196,000 acres, and 8,217
houfes. The air is for the moft part moift, and
the {oil fertile, abounding in corn and cattle, fith
and fowl. The principal rivers are the Ounfeand
Nen. ‘This county fends four members to par-
liament, has 79 parithes, and five market-towns.

Huntingdon, 57 miles from Londom, is the
county and affize town ; the other towns are St.
fves and St. Neots, noted for their markets, fairs,
and their neighbouring medicinal waters ; and
Kimbolton, Ramfey, Yaxley and Godmanchefler,
famous for good hufbandmen.

"The curiofities in this county are ; two {prings
near St. Neots, one brackifh, the other freth, and
both medicinal. At Godmanchefler are {everal
Roman veftiges. At St. Ives is a farm hufbanded
by Gromauvell before he obtained a feat in par-
Liament : And Whittlefey Meer on the north
edge of the county, which is near fix miles in
length and three in breadth, is {ubje& to very
tempeltuous agitations.

KEnT, 2 maritime county in the diocefes of
Canterbury and Rochefier, is bounded on the north
by the river 7hames, on the fouth by the chan-
nel, and Swfex ; on the weft by Surry; and on
the caft by the German ocean ; is 162 miles in
circumference, containing about 1,248.000 acres,
‘and 309,242 houfes. It was formerly a king-
dom of itfelf. The higher parts of the county
arc healthy, and its foil generally good. Its

E 2 chief
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chief commodities are wood, corn, cattle, fowl,
fith and fruit, efpecially pippins and cherries,
woad and madder for dyers, hops, flax, faint-
foin and famphire. It is watered by the Toames,
Medway, Steure and Darent. The Medwvay pro-
duces fine falmon ; and Fordwich trouts near
Canterbury are very large. The ifles of Thanet
and Sheppy are well ftored with fheep and corn.
'This county fends 10 members to parliament 3
has 4c8 parifhes, and 22 towns.

Canterbury upon the Stoure, 56 miles from
London, 1s the capital, and the archbifhop’s fee,
and is famous for its cathedral, which is one of
the finet in England, where is the tomb of
T homas & Becket.  Rochefler, 31 miles from Lon-
don, is a city and bifhop’s fee, noted for its
cathedral and ftately flone bridge, built in the
- reign of Henry IV. Chatham has one of the beft
docks in the kingdom, and js a fiation for the
royal navy. Maidffone is the county town, noted
for hops and thread. Dower for its caftle and
pier. Tunbuwidge for 1its medicinal waters.
The reft are Romney, Queenborough, Smar-
den, Hithe, Bromley, Cranbrook, Cray, Darsford,
-Eltham, Feverfbam, Folkftone, Gravefend, Len-
ham, Lidd, Sevenoak, Tenderden, Malling, Miltons
Weftram, Deptford, Woolwich, Wortham, and Wye.
Dower, Hythe, Sandwich, and Romney, are four of
the cinque ports, and Haflings in Suffex is the
fifth. 7Thefe towns have diftinét privileges, which
are very great ; their burgefles are called Barons
of the Ginque Ports. 'They fupport the canopies
over the king and queen on the day of corona-
tion ; and have on that day a table at the

king’s
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king’s right hand, and the canopy is given them
for their fee. In this county ftands Greenwich
hofpital, built in the reign of king Charles 11.
for the benefit of fuch Engli/h feamen as by age,
wounds, or other accidents are difabled from
further fervice at fea.

Near Woolwich are the remains of a large
ancient camp. At Shooter’s-hill is part of the
Roman Watling-fireet. On Blackbeath are feveral
monumental hillocks, ard near Aylesford is an
ancient monument of ftones.

At Reculver in this county were found feveral
Roman antiquities ; and near Maidftone is an an- '
cient Britz/b monument, called Kizzs Coty.

LancasHIRE, a maritime county in the
diocefe of Chefler, is bounded upon the north by
Weftmoreland and Cumberland ; on the weft by
the Zrifb fea 5 on the eaft by the Wefi-Riding of
York/bire ; and on the fouth by Chefbire, from
whence it is divided by the river Merfey ;5 it is
170 miles in circumference, contains about
1,150,000 acres, and 40,202 houfes, is a
county palatine, and noted for three of the
richeft -benefices in England, wiz. the beft
Rectory, the beft Vicarage, and the beft Curacy.
The air is ferene and tharp, and the moorifh
part not very fruitful ; it yields however plenty
of corn, flax, cattle, fith, wild-fowl, and fome
ftone. Tts rivers are the Mer/ey, Rible and Lon.
The chief manufatures are woollen cloths,
cottons, and tickens. It fends 14 members to
parliament ; has 36 parithes, and 17 towns,
Lancafier on the Lon, 1s the county town, 233

E 3 miles



42 A brief defeription
miles from London. Manchefler carries on a
very confiderable trade in fuftians, ¢&c. and tho’
it 1s but a village, 1s larger and more populous
than moft cities, it being computed to have
50,000 inhabitants. Liwerpoo/ muft be citeemed
one of the moft flourifhing {ea-ports in England,
and the inhabitants are free alfo of the city of
Briffol.  Warrington is famous for a large fmelt-
ing-houfe for copper, and alfo a fugar-houfe.
The other towns are Clithero, Preflon, Wigan,
Bolton, Blackburn, Cartmel, Colone, Bury, Charnly,
Daltor, Hawt fhead, Hoflinden, Garflang, Kirkham,
Hornby,Ormstirk, Poulton,Ulverfton, and Rockhdale.
' At Chaimaofe on the fouth-edge of this county,
are dug up firs and other trees, which ferve the
country people both for fewel and candle. In
the park of Latham-bouje is a chalybeat {pring,
impregnated with vitriol. In the manor of
High 1s cannel coal, which is capable of being
polifhed like jet, as well as excellent for firng.
At Barton is a remarkable {pring of falt-water.
And about Ormskirk, an odoriferous bituminous
earth, At Ancliff is the famous burning well,
which has {o firong a vapour of fulphur, that it
will take fire. Many Roman monuments are
alfo found in different parts of this county.
LEICESTERSHIRE, an inland county in the
diocefe of Lincoln, bounded on the north.by Der-
byfsire and Nottingbamjbire son the caft by the
counties of Lizcon and Rutland ;3 on the f{outh
by Northamptorfbire; and on the weft by
Warwickfbire ; is 96 miles in circumference,
containing. about 560,640 acres, and 18,702
houfes. The air 1s mild and healthy, and thcl
{o1
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foil rich, abounding in corn, pafture and coal,
and is famous for peas and beans ; for the manu-
faéture of ﬂockmga, and’ for. producing the
largeft theep in England. Four rivers, the Awon,
the Szour, the Anker, and the W elland, which
all rife in the fouth-weft of this county, do
afterwards take very different courfes. Of thefe
the Szour, which receives the Wreke, fome miles
below Leiesfier, is the ftream to which the county
is moft beholden. - Leicgflerfbire fends four mem-
bers to parliament ; has 192 parifhes, and 10
market towns. Leicefler upon the Srour is a
very ancient town, ¢q ‘miles from London, and
is the county town.  4/tby de-ia-Zouch is noted
for its fine tower. The other towns are H://don,
Bofwsorth, Harborough, Hallacon, Hinkley, Lut-
teraworth, Loughboroughy Melton, Mount/orrel, and
Waltham would.

The caftle at Leicefler was built by Henry the
firt duke of Lancafier for his refidence, and con-
tained an enclofure of z6 acres, within a thick
flone wall eighteen feet high. The hall and
kitchen are yet remaining, and in the former
the county bufinefs is tranfalted, The famous
Roman Watling-jirect way, is the boundary be-
tween this county and Waravickfbire. Near
Barough are the remains of fome large Buildings,
fuppofed to have been a pagan temple. Near
Lutteravorth (of which Foin Wickeliff was for-
merly rector) is a well that petrifies wood. Near
Bojavorth is the field in which Rickard II1. loft
his crown and life : And near Leicefler was found
fome years fince, a beautiful piece of mofaic
work, reprefenting the fable of Aé7zon, i

_ IN=
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LiNcOoLNSHIRE, a maritime county in the
diocefe of Lincoln, bounded on the north by the
Humber ZEfluary, which divides it from York/bire ;
on the eaft by the German ocean ; on the fouth
by the counties of Camébridge, Northampton, and
Rutland ; and on the weft by Leicefier/bire, Not-
tinghamfbire, and York/b.re ; is 180 miles in cir-
cumference ; contains about 1,740,000 acres,
and 40,590 houfes. 'The air on the fouth and
eaft parts, is thick and foggy, and the foil
fenny and rich ; the weft and northern parts are
pleafant and fertile. "The chief commodities are
fat cattle, wool, ‘horfes, fifh and fowl in great
plenty, and of late years hemp has been cul-
tivated in the fens that have been drained with
very good fuccefs. 'The rivers are the Weland,
Trent, Humber, Nen, and Witham., It {ends1z
members to parliament, and has 630 parifhes,
and 22 towns. Lincoln, 128 miles from London,
is the county town, and a bifhop’s fee. The
other towns are! Boflon, Grantham, Stamford,
Grimfby, Gainfborough, Balingbrok, Bimbrook,
Aiford, Burten, Barton, Kirton, Bourn, Dun-
nington, Falkinghan, Holbeck, Horncaftle, Louthe,
Sleaford, Spalding, Stanton, Tatterfball, Worm-
Jleé? and Spilsby.

At Boftor is {fuppofed to be the largeft parith
church without ailes in the world, being in the
clear 300 feet long, and 100 wide: It has 365
fteps, 52 windows, and 12 pillars, anfwering to
the days, weeks, and months in the year. The
tower, near joo feet high, is of great ufe to
mariners, as it may be {een at 40 miles diftance.
Other remarkable things in this county are:
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A Roman camp, called Fulius Czfar’s camp, at
Hunnington ; the remains of 7 hornton abbey near
the Humber; the famous triangular bridge at
Crowland abbey. There have been found in
this county, the fkeleton of a crocodile, fix’d in 2
flat ftone; the fkeleton of 2 man, with a table,
book, and candleftick, fuppofed to have been im-
mured for fome great crime; a golden helmet
difcovered by a ploughman, as alfo Roman coins,
and many other rarities.

MERIONETHSHIRE, In North Wales, is 2 mari-
time county in the diocefe of Bangor, 108 miles
in circumference, contains about 500,000 acres,
and 2590 houfes, a mountainous country, but
produétive of fheep, fith, fowl, and wrought
cottons. 'The inhabitants are very comely. It
fends one member to parliament, has 37 parifhes
and three towns. Harleck, the chief town, is
193 miles from London.

'The inhabitants of this county fometimes {uf-
fer greatly by the following ftrange meteor. A
livid vapour arifes from the fea, and fpreading
over the land, fets fire to barns, ftacks of hay
and corn, and all other combuflible matter in its
way ; and the corn and grafs being alfo blafted
by the exhalation, there follows a mortality of
cattle. 'Thefe effets are fometimes prevented,
by difcharging a great number of guns, or other=
wife putting the air in motion.

In this county are a great number of remark-
able monuments, the original of which are un-
known, and fome years ago a coffin was found
containing the entire fkeleton of a man of a
very extraordinary fize. Several Britifh coincsl:

an
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and other curiofities have alfo been found heré.

MippLESEX, an inland county in the diocefe
of Lonion, is bounded on the north by Hirtford-
JSbire; on the eaft it is divided from Efzx by the
river Lea; on the fouth from Surry by the
Thames ; and on the weft from Buckingham/bire,
by the Coln ; it is 81 miles in circumference ;
contains about 1go,coo acres, about 120,000
houfes, including London and We/tminfier 5 and
has a {weet and whofefome air; and fertile
foil, much improved by compoft brought from
London. 1Its rivers are the Thames, Lea, Brent,
Coln and Neaw Riwer. lts commodities, cattle,
corn and fruit: It fends eight members to par-
liament, and has 73 parithes, and five market
towns, befides London and Wefiminfter.  London
is the capital of this county, but Bremifird is
the county town. 'The other towns are Szanes,
Uxbridge; £nfield and Edgaworth. In this county
are the feveral palaces of Hampton Couri, Ken-
Sfington, $t. Fames's, and Somerfet-houfe. At
Chelfea is a phyfic-garden, in which are cultivated
many curious exotic plants. At Zortenbam
is an ancient crofs, commonly called the
High-Crofs, and feveral remains of Reman an-
tiquities.

MonxMouTHSHIRE, In the diocefe of Laxn-
daff, is bounded on the north by Herefordjbire ;
on the eaft by Gloucejter/bire 5 on the fouth by
the Brifto/ channely and on the weft by Breck-
nock/bire and Glamorganfbire, and is 8o miles in
circumference, containing about 270,080 acres,
and 6490 houfes. The air is healthy and tem-
perate ; the foil hilly and woody, but very fer-

tile,
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tile, producing cattle, corn, and wood. Its
manufafture is flannel. This county is watered
by the rivers U, Wye, Mynsaw, Awen, and
Raumpney, which abound in falmon and trout.
It fends three members to parliament ; bhas 127
parifhes, and feven market towns  Monmouth,
127 miles from London, the county town, is fitua-
ted at the jun&ion of the #ye and Mynow, and
has a ftately ftone bridge over each. "The other
towns are Adbbirgavenny, Caerleon, Chepfiow,
Neawport, Ponty-Pool and U,

At Chepftow, near 7o years ago, was dif-
covered a Roman pavement, beautifully varie-
gated.  Gold Cljf;, whichjuts out into the chan-
nel, in the fouth of this county, is {o called
from the bright glittering it refle@ts when the fun
fhines. - Cacrleon on the river Ufte, was the fa-
mous [fea of the Romans, and an ancient uni-
verfity, which is the occafion that many Roman
antiquities are found in this county.

Nant-Pentharn near Newport, is the ford over
which king Henry I1. pafled, when he went to
conquer % ales. His freckled face was the chief
caufe of his fuccefs, Merlin having propheficd
to his countrymen, that whenever a prince of"
this complexion paffed there, they muft fubmit
to him. '

MonTcomerysHIRE is in three diocefes,
St. Aaph, Bangor, and Hereford s it is 94 miles
in circumference ; contains about 560,000 acres,
and ¢660 houfes, and is a very fraitful foil, and
breeds very good horfes, and plenty of goats.
It is watered by the river Severn, and fends two®
e : members
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members to parliament, one for the county and
one for Montgomery ; has 47 parifhes, and fix
market towns. Montgomery, the county town,
158 miles from London ; 1s pleafantly fituated,
and has a ftrong caftle. ;
NorFoLK, a maritime county in the diocefe
of Norawich, 1is divided from Sygolt by the
rivers Wawveney and Brandon ; from Cambridgefbire
and Lincolnfbire by the fen drains ; and on the
north and eaft is wathed by the Germaxz ocean ;
it is 140 miles in circumference ; contains about
1,148,000 acres, and 47,180 houfes. The air
is fharp, the foil various, partly clayey, and
partly fandy, the {pring and harveft here are late.
It abounds in corn, cattle, conies, wool, honey
and faffron. -Its chief mannfaétures are {filk
crapes, woollen and worfted ftuffs, faid to have
that name from #orfted, a town .in this county.
Its principal rivers are the Ouwfe, Wawerney,
Brandon, Yare, and Thirne. On the fea-coails
are great quantities of herrings, and jet and
amber are {ometimes found on the thore. This
county fends 12 members to parliament ; has
660 parifhes, and 23 towns.  Norawich upon the
Yare is the county town, 109 miles from Londos ;
is a bifhop’s fee; has a palace and a cathedral,
and is famous for the Noravich ftuffs made here,
Yarmouth is an handfome town, and has a fine
harbour ; the other towns are Cafile Rifing, Lynn-
Regis, Thetford, Attleborough, Alefbam, Bucken-
bam, Burnham, Dearbam, Walfingham, Doavn-
bamy, Wallbam, Windbam, Ropebam, Snafbawn,
Falkenham, Foulfbam, Hingkam, Caflon, Comer,
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Difs, Harleffon, Herling, Holt, Waotton, Worfted,
and Sebey.

Venta Icenorum, now a {mall village, three
miles fouth of Norwich, was formerly a Roman
city : And Roman coins and other monuments of
antiquity, have been found at feveral places in
this county. At Cafife-Rifing, all teftaments are
according to the Norzan cuftom, proved before
the parfon of the parifh.

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE, an inland county in
the diocefe of Peterborough, borders upon more
counties than any other in England; for on the
north it touches Leicefter/bire, Rutlandfbire, and
Lincolnfbire 5 on the eaft Bedfordfbire, Hunting-
donfbire, and Cambridgefbire 5 on the weft, War-
awickfbire, and Oxfordfbire 5 and on the {outh,
Buckingham/bire; it is 120 miles in circumference;
conrains about §50,000 acres,and 24,808 houfes.
The air is healthy, and the foil rich in tillage
and pafture. The commodities are corn, cattle,
fheep, horfes, wood and falt-petre. The ma-
nufactures, ferges, tammies, fhalloons, boots
and fhoes. The rivers in this county are the
Oufe, Welland, and Nen. It fends nine mem-
bers to parliament; has 326 parifhes, and 11
market-towns. Northampton upon the Nen, 66
miles from London, is the county town. Peter-
borough is a bifhop’s fee. The other chief
towns are Brackley, Daventry, Qundle, Towcefter, y
Rothavell, Higham Ferrers, Wellingborough, Ket-
tering, Thrapftone, and Cliff. 'lghis county is
faid to contain more noblemen’s feat, than any
other in England.

¥ The
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The ancient Fofs Cotdyker , below Peterborough,
was made by the Romans to drain the fens. Ths
forty foot Roman way al{o begins at Peterborough -
And other Roman antiquities are found at Ca/zor,
Goldsborough, Daventry, and Chefier. At Oxender
is a remarkable eccho. At Culworth, and other
places, are found the ailroites or ftar-ftones, of
which we have given the ficures in a plate, and
in the fame places are good mineral waters.
Nafeby is remarkable for the defeat there given
to king Charles 1. by Fairfax and Cromawell,
which ruined that monarch’s affairs.
NoRTHUMBERLAND, a maritime county in
the diocefe of Pus bam, is bounded on thé norih
by part of Scotland ; on the weft, by part of
Scotland and Cumberland ; on the {fouth, by the
bithoprick of Durkam ; and on the eaft, by the
German ocean ; it is 155 miles in circumference,
contains about 1,370,000 acres, and 22,741
houfes. The air fharp and piercing, and foil
rough, hilly, and difficult to manure ; but is
daily improved. Its chief commodities are lead
and fea coal, fifh and fowl. 'The rivers are the
T aveed, Cockety and Tyne. 'This county fends
eight members to parliament ; has 46 parifhes,
and nine towns. Newcafile upon Tyne is the
chief town, 276 miles from London ; it furnithes
moft of the fea-ports with coal, and fends an-
nually to Londor about 600,coo chaldron. = The
other towns are Beravick, Morpeth, He-ham and
Welier. . In this county is flill to be feen the re-
mains of the famous Roman wall, particularly
mentioned before in our account of Cumber/lard,
' AL
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At Alnawick, whoever takes up his freedom,
#oft go through the odd ceremony of jumping
into a certain miry‘bog, which is faid to be a
penalty impofed by king 7obn, who was ftuck
faft in that very hole.

Hexham, now inconfiderable, was ancientlya
large Roman city. The remains of - the Pifs
wall are flill to be feen in many places. At
Corbridse and  Ailmouth, were found monftrous
human bounes, of which the thigh meafured near
two yards.  On the river Cocker 1s an hermitage,
containing’ a chapel and altar, a bed-chamber
and bed, and a kitchen, all curioufly hewn ina
folid rock. :

NoTTiNGHAMSHIRE, ah inland county in
the diocefe of Yourk, is remarkable for being
bounded on the four cardinal points of the com-
pafs by four fingle counties, a circumftance which
is not found in any other county in England. It
has on the north, Yorkfire; on the eaft, Lin=
colnfbire ; on the {outh, Leiceflerjpire 5 and on
the weft, Derbybire. It is go-miles in circum-
ference, contains about 560,000 acres, and
17,654 houfes. The air wholefome, and foil
various. The fouth-ealt part is fertile, pro-
ducing plenty of corn, malt, liquorice, pit-coal,
wood, fith and fowl, and a ftone that when
burnt makes an excellent plaifter. It is famous
for the hanufacture of fine ftockings, glafs and
earthen ware ; but the weftern parts are moftly
woody, and in fome places barren of every thing
but coal. Iis rivers are the Trent, Idle, and Lean.
1 his county fends eight members to parliamerlllt 5

v as
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has 168 parifhes, and nine towns. Nottinghom
on the Lean, 122 miles from Londor, is the
county town, and hath a fine market-place.
Mansfield is noted for malt, #or//sp for liquorice.
‘The other towns are Newark, Eafp Retford,
Southavell, Bingham and Tuxford. Near the
town of Nottingham are ftill to be feen vefti ges of
the dwellings of the.ancient Britons. As foon
as thefe firft inhabitants had proper tools, they
began to work upon the rocks, which they
might eafily hew out into places of fhelter. The
rock on which Nottingham ftands, was probably
one of their moft confiderable towns. Here
large and {fpacious caverns " are frequently dif-
covered. 'The whole town ftands upon a vaft
number of vaults, which have been turned into
cellars, though fome are 60 or 70 fteps below
the {furface of the earth ; and about half a mile
from the town, in the duke of Neavcafiic’s park,
1s the remains of a church, or temple, with an
altar hewn in the rock ; the roofs are vaulted
and fupported by a kind of mafly pillars in a
very rude tafte ; the floor, the roof, the pillars,
and fides being all of a piece, and ‘the walls
feem to have been painted, though the figures
are entirely deftroyed by time. In the fame
ledge of perpendicular rocks are the remains of
feveral houfes, chambers, dove-houfes, &5c.
which might poflibly be the refidence of fome of
the ancient Druids: It is however moft probable,
that this temple, and thefe houfes, were of lefs
ancient date, efpecially as the temple refembles
churches hewn in the rocks of Bethlehem in
the
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the Holy Land. Littleborough and Long Billingtin
wese both places of note among the the Romans,
and now afford great numbers of coins, and other
antiquities. g

OxForDSHIRE, an inland county in the dio-
eefe of Oxfurd, is bounded on the north by the
counties of Warawick and Northampton ; on the
eaft by Buckinghambire; on the fouth and fouth-
weft byBerkfbire; and on'the weft by Gloucefler~
Lire; it is 130 miles in circumference, contain
about 534,000 acres, and 19,007 houfes. The
air is {weet and healthy, the {oil fertile in corn,
fruit, and pafture. Its rivers are the Thames,
Tame, 1lfis, Cheravell, Windrufb, and Ewenload.
It fends nine members to parliament, has 280
parifhes, and ¢ towns. Oxford or Oxon, a
city and the feat of an univerfity, is the capitat
of this county. Here are twenty colleges and
five halls, wiz. Univerfity college, Baliol, Mer-
tow, Exeter, Oricl, Queen’s, New college, Lin-
eoln, All Souls, Magdalen, Brazen Nofe, Corpus
Chie:fli, Chriff’s Church, Trinity, St. Fobn's, Je-
[us, Wadbam, Pembroke, Worcefler, and Hart-
Jiord colleges. The halls are 8¢. Edmund’s, St.
Albans, St. Mary, News Inn, and M sgdalen, The
ather market towns are Waod/lock, famous for its
park, and the magnificent palace of Blenheim,
built at the publick charge, in memory of a vic-
tory obtained by the late duke of Marlboraugh,
near a village of thatname m Gesmany 3 Banbury
for cheefe, Burford for faddles, Henley, for malt,
[Vitiey for blankets, l/»’"zzt/i;zgta:i, Chipping-Nortan,
Daddington, Bicefler, and 1ame.

i3 Near
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" Near Woodjflock was difcovered a teflelated pave-
ment: and at 4dcgffor the remains of a Roman
city. In this county have been alfo found very
antient Bri#i/b and Roman coins; the remains of
the confular way, called cékeman-Sereet: and Rolle
“rich Stones, fuppofed to be ereted by Re/ls the
Dani/b leader. ; :

" PeMBROKESHIRE, a maritime county of South
Wales, in the diocele of Sz Dawid’s, 93 miles
in circumference, contains about 420,000 acres,
and 4,329 houfes. The eaft partis very plea-
fant, and the whole county plentiful, abounding
in fifh, fowl, pit-coal, and marl, and is particu-
lacly famous for culm, which is nothing but the
duft of pit-coal, but has this  fingular property,
that it will not cake or burn well, unlefs it be
mixed with mud; one third of which, to two
of culm, being worked up into balls, makes
excellent durable fires. In this county is the
“capacious harbour called Milfford Hawen. It
‘fends three members to parliament, has 45 pa-
rithes, and ¢ market towns. - Pewbroke, the
county town, 214 miles from Londen, is fortified
with a wall and ftrong caftle.  Hawerford Weft is
another town in this county.

RADNORSEIRE, in South W.les, in the dio-
cefe of Hereford, go miles in compafs, contains
about j10,0c0 acres, and 3,158 houfes 3 has
great variety of air and foil, and abounding in
woods, rivers, and meres. Its chief commodi-
ties are cheefe and horfes. It {ends two mem-
bers to parliament, has g2 parithes, and 4 mar-
ket-towns. Readpor, the county town, is 119 miles
from Londsn, and hath acaltle. Preffeing 1s a

: welle
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well-built town where the aflizes are held, and is
148 miles from London. i

RurranpsairE, an inland county in the
diocefe of Peterborough, is bounded on the north
and north-eaft by Léncolnfbire, on the {outh and
touth-calt by Northamptonfbire; and on the weft
and fouth by Leiceflerfbire. It is the fmalleft
county in Encland, and mot more than 40
miles in circumference, contains about 82,240
acres, and 3263 houfes, hath an healthy air and
fertile foil, yielding plenty of corn, cattle, and

afture land ; is watered by the rivers Welland
and Wafb. It fends two members to parliament,
has 48 parifhes, and two market-towns. ~Oafe-
ham the county-town, 94 miles from London, has
2 fine church, free fchool and hofpital, with
fome remains of an ancient caftle, built by Wal-
Belin-de-Ferrariis, who bore a horfe’s fhoe for his
arms. Hence comes the ancient cuftom of this
town, which ftill {ubfifts, for every baron, the
firft time he pafles thro’ it,” to forfeit a fhoe from
his horfe, or redeem it by paying for another.
This redemption price is {ometimes {o high, that
the fhoe which commemorates it is gilt with gold.
They are all fixed up with the refpetive noble-
men’s names at the caftle gate. The other town
in this county is Uppingham. :

The curiofities here are Rowan coins at Market
Quwerton, the ancient Muradanum ; and there is
extraordinary cuftom at Kelron, where eve-
ry inhabitant pays two fhillings a-year to the fhe-
riff, which is faid to be for the queen’s boots.

SHROPSHIRE or Salp, an inland county in

the diocefes of Hersford, and of Litchfield and
B ‘ Coventry,
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Coventry, bounded on the north by Cle/bire and
Flint/hire 5 on the welt by Denbigh/bire and Moni-
gomery/bire 5 on the fouth by Radnorfhire, Here-
Sordfbire, and Worcefterfbire’; and on the eaft by
Staffordfbire 5 is 134 miles in circumference ;
contains about 890,000 acres, and 23,284 houfes; ,
the air is wholfome and foil fruitful, tho’ hilly
and mountainous towards the fouth and weit
parts ; the inhabitants healthy. Its commodities
are wheat, barley, cattle, wood, iron, and pit-
coal. The rivers are the Severn, Culm, Rea,
Roden, Teme, and Teru. Tt fends twelve mem-
bers to parliament, has 170 parifhes, and 15
towns.  Shreww/bury, 157 miles from London, is
the county-town. The other towns are Bifhop’s
Caflle, Bridgnorth, Ludloav, Wenlock, Elifmore,
Whitchurch, Newwport, Drayton, Wem, Church-
Stretton, Shiffnal, Wellington, OQfaeflry, and Ship-
tor. 'This being a frontier county to Pales, had
the moft caftles of anyin England, which are now
the habitations of the nobility and gentry. Old
Parr, who was born in this county, lived 152
years, and died anno 1634.

At Brofeley in this county is a famous {fulphu-
TEOUS I})ring, the vapour of which, when contrac-
ted to one vent, by an iron cover, with a hole
in the middle, may be fet on fire with a lighted
candle, and will boil a joint of meat, or broil 2
fteak.

At Pitchford is a well covered with a liquid
bitumen, which the inhabitants ufe inftead of
pitch ; and in many places above the coal-feams,
a matter is found that might probably be of great

ufe in preferving the bottoms of thips.
In
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Tn this county is part of the I/ atling-Strect way.
At Wroxeter are the ruins of the ancient Uriconi-
um, a greatcity of the Romans.

The Wrekin, ahill in this county, is accounted
to be one of the higheft in England.

Bojeobel wood is theplace where king CharlesII.
kid himfelf in the oak after the battle of #srcefier.

SOMERSETSHIRE, @ maritime county in the
diocefe of Bath and Wells, hath Dorfet/bire on
the fouth, Dewonfbire on the weft, the Sewvern
fea on the north, Wilt/hire on the eaft, and a
part of Gloucefler/bire on the north-eaft : itis 150
miles in circamference; contains about 1,075,000
acres, and 44,686 houfes ; has various forts of
zir and foil ;. but, for the moft part, is rich in
foil and pafture, abounding in corn, cattle, lead,
copper, coal, lapis calaminaris, cryftal, and dy-
&r’s wood ; and about Meudip-Hills confiderable
quantity of oker. lts chief manufattures are
woollen cloth and ferges. Its rivers are the
Severn, Awon, Frame, Parrett, Tor, and Tone.
"Fhis county fends 18 members to parliament ;
has 385 pariflfes, and 30 towns. JBriffol npon
the dvon, 114 miles from London, fituated part
in this county, and part in Gloucefter/bire, is the
eapital, and is a county of itfelf. It is very po-
pulous, being {uppofed to contain 100,000 inha-
bitants. It has a large and commodious key, a
#rong high bridge, and they here ufe {leds inftead
of carts. 'The other towns are Bath, Wells,
Bridgewater, Minebead, Ilchefler, Milbourn Port,
Y aunton, Frome, Axbridge, Shipton-Mallet, So-
acitony, Wellington, Burton, Canefban, Crewhkbern,
Bulvertan, Glafionbury, Chard, Wincanton, South-

Pethertan,



58 A brief defeription

Petherton, liminfier, Dunfter, Langpor?, Pontfords
Watchet, Wivellcomb, Writon, and Yeovil. The
oxen in this county are reckoned the finet in
England. And Chedder is celebrated for its
excellent cheefe. Taunzon is famous for cloth,
where are em"ployed in that manufacture 8,c00
perfons weekly. At flvelchefler are many an-
‘cient Romar antiquities.

On Camalet-Hill is a {ubterraneous rcom with
a chequered pavement. And at Glaffonbury was
difcovered a leaden crofs fix feet under ground,
and ten feet above king Arthur’s Coffin, with
many charafters infcribed on it, as may be feen
in the plate.

At Mendip-Hills 1s praQtifed a mof fingular
cuftom, called burning the hill. If a miner is
detected ftealing the lead-ore, he is fhutup ina
little hut, which is furrounded with dry fern and
furz, and then fet on fire. If the malefa&tor
can throw down the hut and make his efcape,
he may; if not, he muft be burnt to death, .

Weokey Hole, at the foot of Mend p-Hills, is a
vaft cave, divided into feveral apartments, from
the roof of which drops a petrifying water, and
refleéts the light of a candle very beautifully.

At Stanton Breav 1s an ancient ftone monu-
ment, fomething like Stonbenge, tho’ more hid by
trees. But the moft remarkable curiofities in
this county are the medicinal {prings at Bath,
which are of fuch antiquity as to have been
held in great efteem by the Romans. They
were for ages ufed only for bathing, but have
fince been found no lefs falutary, when taken
inwardly. There are here four warm baths, the

Kino
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King and Queen’s Baths, the Crofs Bath, and the
Hot Baih.
At Brifta! alfo there are hot medicinal fprmgq
in great efteem. St. Vincsnt’s Rocks near this
place yield thole beautiful ftones, called Brifto/
Stones. :
STAFFORDSHIRE, an inland county in the
diocele of Litc/field and Cowentry, is bounded on
the north-eaft, north and north-weft, by Derby-
Sbire and Chefbire ; on the caft and fouth by Du -
byfbire and Warwickipire ; on the fouth by Wor-
cefierfbire, and on the fouth-welt by Shrop/oire ; it
is 141 miles in circumference ; contains about
810,000 acres, and 23,747 houfes. The air is
tharp and healthy, and the foil various, and
produces corn, grafs, copper, lead, iron, pit-
coal, wood, ftone, marble, and alabafter. The
vivers are Trent, Churnety, Dove, Blithe, Line,
Tean, Scaw, Pink, and Manifold. Its moft con-
fiderable manufaftures are nails, and iron uten-
{ils, and in particular earthen ware of all kinds,
much efteemed, and in which it carries on a great
trade. It fends 1o members to parliament, has
150 p"nﬁcs, and 173 towns. SfaFora’ upon the
Soww, 135 miles from London, is the county and
aflize-town.  Litchfield, 114 miles from London,
jointly with Cowentry, gives a title to'the bifhop-
- rick, and has a fine cathedral. The other towns
are Newcaftle, Burtor, Pencridge, Eccle/ball, Ridye-
ley, Bromley, Breewood, Betley, Leck, /z/z‘hzrj,
Stone, Uttoxeim, Wallall, and Wolver ba///;mn,
famous for iron wares, efpecially locks.
One fort of the Smj rdfbire iron- -ftones, callcd
mufh,
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muth, are fometimes hollow, as big as the crown
of a hat, and will contain near a pint of fharp
cold liguor, of which the miners are very fond.
It has no ungrateful tafte, and qu\nches thirit
very well. In the hall of Dudley Cafile is a table
of one entire oak plank, about feventeen yards
long ; and it is faid, that feven yards nine inchre
were cut off to make it fizeable. The breadi:
1s every where a full yard ; whence it is imagined
the tree could not contain lefs than 100 tons.

In this county the following fervice is per-
formed annmll) to the lord of H:/tor by the loid
of Heffington. 'The latter brings a goofe upon

ew-year’s day to Hilton, and drives it three
tlmcu about the firefide, while Fact of Hilion
blows the fire. This Fack of Hilton is a hollow
brafs figure, about twelve inches long, which
being filled with water, and then expofed @
the fire, evaporates the water thro’ a fmall hole
before, with fuch a violent blaft, as blows the
firc very fiercely. After he has done his bufinets
the goo{L is delivercd to the cook, who drefics
and fervesit up to the lord of Hilton's table, who
prefents the lord of He/fivgton in return with a
dith of meat for bhis dinner.

At Stafford is cht D the old cuﬁom of Ds-
rough Englifb, by which the younger fon inhe-
rits what the father poflefles within the town.

The curiofities here are #all, a great town
in the time of the Rozans, now a fmall village ;
and a natural phofphorus in a ditch: near Liz A~
field.  Several other antiquities have been found
in this county, the molt remarkable of which we
have delineated in a plate.

o
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SuFFOLK, a maritime county in the diocefe
of Noravich, is divided fiom Norfult by the ri-
vers Waweney and Brandon, or Little Oufe; on
the eaft it has the German Ocean, on the fouth the
Stour, whith feparates it from Efex ; and on the
welt Cambridgefpire ; it is 165 miles in compals ;
containing about 995,000 acres, and 34,422
houfes. Itsair, except toward the fea, is very
good ; its foil various, yielding corn, peas, hemp,
pafture, cheefe, and butter; its manufaltures
woollen and linen ¢loth. The rivers are the
Stour, Breton, Deben, Blith, and Oravell. 'This
county fends 16 members to parliament, has

75 parithes, and 30 towns. Ipfwich, 68 miles
from London, is the chief town. The other
towns are Dunwich, Orford, Aldbury, Sudbury,
Eye, Bury, Hadley, Levenbam, Mildenball, Bil-
deflon, Clare, Bungay, Dedenbham, Framlinghan,
Halefaworth, Ixavorth, Leoftoff, Mendleham, Need-
ham, Neyland, and Weoodbridge.  This county
contains above 40 parks.

In this county are'feveral monuments of an-
tiquity, particularly at Dunawich, Ikelinghan:,
Bliburg, Burg-caftle, and Felixton. Languara-
fort, on the fouth of this county, over againft
Haravich is a royal fortrefs. By the tenure of
Hemingﬂatz manor, the lord was obliged, every
Chriftmas-day, to exhibit a faltus, a Jufflatus, and
a bombalus 5 thatis, to cut a caper, puff with his
cheeks, and let a fart. :

SurRrY, aft inland county in the diocefe of
Winchefler, has Middlefex on the north, Kent on
the eaft, Su/ex on the fouth, and Hamp/bire and
Berk/bire on the weft; it is 152 miles in circuit ;

G colL»
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contains about 592,000 acres, and 34,218 houfes.
The air is fweet; the foil towards the middle be-
ing a deep fand, is not very fertile, but towards
the {kirts it is rich, and very fruitful. Its com-
modities are corn,- box, walnuts, and fuller’s.
earth., It is well watered by the Thames, Wye,
- Mole, or Moulfey, and Wandle. This county
fends 14 members to parliament, has 140 pa-
rifhes, and g towns. The chief is the borough
of Southwark, .which contains about 10,000
houfes. Guilford upon the #ye, 30 miles from
London, is the county-town. “The other towns
are Epfom, Blechingly, Rygate, Gution, Haflemere,
King fton, Croydon, Darking, Farnkbam, and ma-
ny large and populous villages. In this county
is a royal palace at Richmond, as alfo the palaces
of the archbithop of Canterbury, at Lambeth and
Croydon. ,

At Walton, at Darking, and near Aldbury,
and at fome other places, are {everal Koman an-
tiquitics. Rumney mead is remarkable for being
the place where king Fobn gave his people the
Magna charta.

SyussEx, a maritime county in the diocefe of
Chichefler, is bounded on the weft by Hamp/bire,
on the north by Surry, on the north-eaft and eaft
by Kent, and on the {fouth by the Engli/b channel,
is 138 miles in circumference; contains about

1,140,000 4Cres, and 21,537 houfes. The South-

doawns, which lie parallel to the fea, are dry, bear

good grafs, and are pleafant ; the low lands or

‘wild of Sz, bear great quantities of oats, the foil
being rich and deep ; buat the forefts are barren,

and towards the eaft full of iron ore; Its principal

e mants
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manafattures are iron guns, and other caft iron
of all forts, and glafs. The principal rivers are
the Aryn, famous for mullets, Adur, Oufe, and
Rother. Its commodities are €6rn, cattle, malt,
wool, wood, iron, chalk, glafs, fih, and fowl,
particularly the wheat-ear, 2 {fmall delicious
bird, little inferior to an ortolan, and is peculiar
to this county, It {fends 20 members to parlia-
ment, and has 312 parifhes, and 16 towns. Chi-
chefler, the capital, 63 miles from London, 15 a
bifhop’s fee, and has a fine cathedral. Leaves 1s a
large town of great antiquity, where the affizes
are ufually held. The other towns are Shoreham,
Chichefter, Bramben, Eaft Grinftead, Haflings,
Rye, Arundel, Horfbams, Midburf?, Steyning, Pet-
cvorth, Battle, Halefban, Helmflone, and Cuck-
jeld. In this county are the remains of feveral
Roman, Danifb, and Briti/b camps. In 1723,
was difcovered the foundation-ftone of a tem-
ple of Neytane, built in the reign of the ems
peror Claudius. Beachy.bead is vemarkable for
the number of fhips loft there in ftormy weather.
At Pevenfey-baven, . William the Conqueror
landed, and afterwards defeated and {lew
Hurold at the place now called Battle-abbey.
Winchelfea, now a poor town, was 4 noble
city till fwallowed up by the fea in 1250.

W aARWICKSHIRE, an inland county in the
diocefes of Worcefler, Litchfield and Cowentry;
is boundeu on the north by Staffordfbire, on the
eaft by Leicefterfbire and Northamptonfbire 5 on
the weft by #orceflerfbire 5 on the {fouth-weft by
Gloucefler/bire 5 and on the fouth byOxfordfbire : it

’ G 2 is
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1s 110 miles in circumference, and contains about
670,000 acres, and 21,973 houfes. The air good,
and a pleafant fruitful {oil, watered by the dvon,
T ame, and the Arroaw ; abounding in coal, corn,
malt, wood, wool, iron, and cheefe; and fa-
mous for the prodigious manufacture of hard-
ware, carried on at Birmingham ; and that of
tammies and ribbons at Coventry. "This county
{fends fix members to parliament, has 158 parithes,
and 17 towns. Warawick upon the Awsmn is the
county-town, 84 miles from London. The city
of Cowentry, g1 miles from Londen, and united
to Litchfield, is an épifcopal fee. The other towns
are Stratford, Atherfone, Aulchefter, Birming-
bam, Colefbill, Henley, Kyneton, Non-eaton,Southam,
and Sutton-colefield.” 'The medicinal water of
Neawenbam 1s purgative with falt, and aftringent
with fugar. Within two miles of Warwick are
a falt and a freth {pring, within an ell of one
another. And in Warwick-cafile are depofited
the fword and armour of the famous, and partly
fabulous Guy earl of Warwick.

At Coventzy is annually kept a day in memory
of the lady Godina’s riding through the city
naked, in order to {often her hufband, the earl of
Wercia, with refpet to the great taxes he had
laid on the inhabitants.

At Stratford upon Awor was born, and lies
buried, that great poet Shakefpear, whofe me-
mory will be ever dear to all perfons of tafte
and literature.

Aulckefter is famous for ancient Roman ruins;
and part of the Ickenild-fireet and Watling-fireet

ways, the latter of which divide this county from
Lein
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Zeicefter/bire. Mancefier was probably a fortrefs
of the old Britons, as it was afterwards of the
Romans. At Edgebill was fought the firft battle
between king Charles 1. and his parliament. In
the vale of the red horfe, is the figure of a horfe
on the fide of a red hill, as that in Berk/fbire 1s
on a white hill.

WESTMORELAND, amaritime county in the
diocefes of Chefter and Carlifle, bounded on the
north and weft by Cumberland, and a detached
part of Lancafbire, on the fouth by Lancafbire,
and on the eaft by York/bire, and a {mall part of
Durbam ; is 110 miles in circumference ; contains
about 510,000 acres, and 6,500 houfes. The
air fharp, and foil mountainous, moory, and
barren ; the north parts are beft. The chief
commodities and manufaCures are cloth and
ftockings. Therivers are the Eden, Can, Eamon,
and Lon. It {fends 4 members to parliament, and
has 26 parithes, and three market-towns. Apple-
4y is the county-town, feated upon the Eden,
200 miles from London. Kendal, 257 miles from
London, is a rich town and has a great trade for
woollen cloth, cottons, druggetts, ferges, hats,
and ftockings. The other towns are Kirby,
Lonfdale, Burton, Amblefide, Kirby-Steven, Orton,
and Brough.

At Shap is a {pring that ebbs and flows. Near
Kendal, Amblefide, Kirkby, Thore, and Craw-
dundale, are found feveral Roman Antiquities,
and at Penrith is the Briti/b antiquity called
king Arthur’s * round table, and his cajftle.

# This is alfe (aid to be in Denbighfhire.
o3 Wirr-
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WiLTsHIRE, aninland county in the diocefe
of Sa/ifbury, bounded on the narth by G/ozzccj/z"r
fbire, on the weft by Gloucefierfhire and Somer/et-
‘fhire, on the fouth by /Jo;;ﬁzf//:z,e and Hamp-
fbire, and on the eaft by Harnu//:rre and Berk-
bire, 15 128 miles in circumference ; contains
about 876,000 acres, and 27,093 houfes ; has a
pleﬁfant healthy air, and good foil ; ; aboundmg
in wood, wool, and pafture. The rivers are the
{fis, Kennet, Avon, illy, Bourne, and Madder.
"This county is famous for the manufatture of
woollen goods carried on in it which makes it
one of the greatefl cloathing counties in Eng-
‘Jand ; and has alfo, of late years, been noted for
fine maltliquor. It fends 34 members to parlia-
ment, has 304 parithes, and 18 towns befides
Salifoury.

Salifbury, 79 miles from London, which is an
eprcoPal fee, has one of the fineft cathedrals
4n the world, founded by Richard Posr bi-
fhop of ?alzﬂur,, in/'the year'1216. It hasas
many doors as mumm, windows as adys, and
pillars as hours in the year. lts fleeple is the
higheft in England, and moft of the ftrects of the
city have rivalets running through them. The
other towns are Hirxd:z, IA‘:)Z‘I_/@L}”), W ﬁ/;uw
Chirpenbam, Wilton, Marlborough, Malnfbury,
VWiiton-Bafjet, Dewizes, Crick'ade, Great Bed-
avin , Dounton, Lugoerfball, Calne , Warmin-
Sler , Bn:[/brd', Amsbury , Avburn , Laving-
ton, Highaworth, Savi indon, and Trowbridge.
Near Marhet-Law: ington 1s knot-grafs, generally
15, and fometimes 20 feet long; and its long
knots are gaod fer-fattening fwine. Butshe
; greateft






Atr195770,87 100 SZ UL oT0YS) Jo 30 g0 gy,

\i — e
m =S 2 =
e e

)

il

LY

—JLu




of GREAT-BRITAIN. 67

greateft curiofity in this county is Stonehenge, fitu~
ated in Salifbury plain, about 6 miles north of
Salifbury, and is thought to have been the chief
temple of the Brizy/b Druids 5 and the barrows or
hillocks of a peculiar form that lie round 1it,
to a confiderable diftance,- have been proved to
be the fepulchres of great men. Though the
fones of which it was built are of a prodigious
magnitude, and many of them are computed to
weigh above 40 tons, yet they were undoubted-
 ly brought hither from the Grey Wythers near
Abury on Marlborough downs, which is 15 or 16
miles diftant ; all the great ftones, except the al-
tar, being of that fort. And as each of them
would take 140 oxen to draw it, what a ftg-
pendous labour muft it be to bring them toge-
- gher! When we enter the building, and be-
hold the yawning ruins, we are ftruck with an
aftonifiment impoffible to be defcribed. “Phe
dark part of the ponderous impoft over our heads,
" the chafm through which the fky appears be-
tween the jambs of the cell, the odd conftruétion
- of the whole, and the greatnefs of every part,
" fills us with amazement. 1f we look upon the
perfedt part, we fancy eatire quarries mounted
up into the air; if, upon the rude havock below,
we fee, as it were, the bowels of a mountain
turned infide out. 'The whole of this wondrous
fabric is compofed of gz ftones, which are
wrought with a chifel; but more pains have
been taken with the infide than the out. 'The
wholé work isof a circular form, and 108 feet in
diameter,

At
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At gbury near Marlborough, are the remains
of another temple, fo large, that the whole vil-
lage is contained within the walls of it now re-
- maining.

W anjdyke, a furprizing ditch in this county,
of vaft extent, was the boundary between fome
of the ancient nations inhabiting Britaiz.

In the year 1714, were dug up at the De-
wizes, feveral Roman deities, and a medal of -
lexander Sewerus, fuppofed to have been buried
therein 234. As thefe pieces of antiquity are
great curiofities, we have given the figures of
the moft remarkable of them in the annexed
plate.

WoRCESTERSHIRE, in the diocefe of Zur-
eefler, is bounded on the north by Staffordfbire;
on the eaft and north-caft by Waravickfbire; on
the weft by §hrop/bire and Herefordfbire; and on
the fouth by Gloucefterfbire; is 130 milesin com-
pafs; contains about 540,000 acres, and 20,634
houfes. The air fweet, and foil rich, pasticu-
larly the vale of Ewefbam, and abounds with
corn, pafture, cattle, fith, and fruit. Its com-
modities are lampreys, cheefe, cyder, perry,
cherries, iron, and falt. Kidderminfler in this
county is a town famous for the manufaGue
of linfey-woolfey ftuffs. It is watered by the
Severn, Adwvon, Salwarp, Stour, and Team. This
county fends g members to parliament, has 152
partthes, and 11 marker-towns. The chief is
the city of #orceffer upon the Sewern, 112 miles
from London ; itis a bithop’s fee, has a fine ca-
thedral, and a large trade in cloth and gloves.
‘The other towns are Ewvefbam, Bewdley, Drai{-

‘LU.‘G’],
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avich, Stowerbridge, Kidderminfler, Bromfgrove,
Per/bore, Tidbury, Upton, and Shiptcn.

Among the remarkable things in this county
are the falt works at Drostavich, where the brine
{prings have one of frefh water in the midit of
them. At Dorz are the ruins of a Roman city;
and at Uptot was a Roman ftation. At Abberton
is a bitter, purging mineral water; and at Har-
sow-bill is a medicinal {pring, which, though
feemingly very foft, has, however, a petrifying
quality ; at Malvernis awater of excellent virtue.

YORKSHIRE, a northern maritime county,
the largeft in England, in the diocefe of York,
bounded on the north by the bithoprick of Dur-
bham; on the eaft by the Briti/s ocean; on the
fouth by Linco/npire, Nottinghamfbire, Dorby-
Jhire, and a fmall part of Chefbire; and on the
welt by Lancafbire and Wefimoreland; is 360
miles in circumference; containsabout 3,770,000
acres, and ‘106,151 houfes. 'The air various,
and feil, for the moft part, rich; abounding
with corn, cattle, fith, and wild-fowl; as alfo
fine horfes, lime-flone, marble, jett, alum, iron,
lead, copper, and pit-coal. Its manufactures
are fhalloons, kerfeys, cloth, ftockings, knives,
and fpurs. Its tivers are the Humber, Are,
Calder, Dony Derwent, Nyd, Oufe, Swale, Youre,
Warf, and Tees. 1t is divided into three divi-
fions, anciently called Tyithings, or third parts,
but now corruptly named Ridings, eaft, north, and
welt, the laft of which is the largeft. 1t {fends 30
members to parliament, has 563 parifhes, and 40
towns. York, feated on the Ozfe, 192z miles from

London, reputed the fecond city in England, 1s the
7
¥ 1ee
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- {ee of an archbifhop, and has a'noble Gothick ca=
thedral, and ftately flone bridge over the Ounfe.
Halifax is the largeft parifhr in Grear Britain s 1t
is but one vicarage, though forty miles in circuit;
but it has a great number of chapels of eafe, and
diffenting mecting-houfes. Shefield is famous
for its great trade in hard-ware.  Hull, other- .
wile Kingffon upon Hull, has been one of the
firongeft fortrefles of England, but now of little
or'no ftrength, there being no guns mounted at
the fort, which daily goes to decay. Theother
chief places are Rotherbam, Boroughbridge, Ald-
borough, Beverley, Heydon, Knaresborough, Rip-
pon, Scarborough, Richniond, Malton, Pontefralt,
Northallerton, Thirk, Leeds, Aberforth, Doncafier,
Barnefley, Bedal, Burlington, Baavtrey, Bradforth,
Guainfborough, Wakefield,-Whitby, Selby, Helmfleyy
Hoavdon, Kilkham, Kirby-Morefide, Mafbam,
Otlgy, Pickering, Pocklington, Ripley, and Settle.
At Knarefborough in this county is a {pring, ufed
both for bathing and drinking, called the Stink-
ing or the Sulphur Well, the waters of which
are extremély fetid. At the fame place there is
alfo a fweet {paw, or a vitrielic water, a very
fovereign remedy in many diftempers. But
Scarborough {paw rivals all the other {prings in
this county. The Dropping-well is reckoned one
of the principal curiofities in thefe parts.. The
water falls from arock, about 16 or 17 feet high,
which bends in a circular projefion, in fucha
manner, that its brow hangs about four or five
feet over ; the water does not ran down the fide,
‘but drops very faft from 30 or 40 places at the
top, into a bafon, which it has hollowed in the
\ ground ;
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ground ; every drop (probably from the con-
cavity of the rock) caufing a mufical kind of
tinkling as it falls. This water is generally al-
lowed to have a petrifying quality. Roman caufe-
ways and mofaic pavements have been found in
many parts of Ezngland 5 butnear Boroughbridge
in this county, have been found many cu-
riofities of this kind, with coins, vaults,~&e.
Some time ago were difcovered the foundations
of a confiderable Roman building, on an emi-
nence calied Borough-f2ll, with two bafes of pil-
lars of fome regular order, with facrificing vef-
fels, horns of beafts, an ivory needle, and a cop-
er Roman fiilus: from which we may reafon-
ably fuppofe they are the ruins of a Roman
temple. -

At Aldborongh are ancient ruins, where have
been found coins, urns, and pavements. At
Tadcafler is the platform of an old caftle, where
many coins have been dug up. At Wortly 1s a
fine vein of earth, almoft equal to porcelain,
At Huddleftrne is a quarry, with the fione of
which was built Henry VIiith’s chapel. Large
trecs have been dug out of the bogs near the
Humber. Between Bridiington and Fordling ham
are feen water-{pouts called 7y fres. And near
Bugthorp are found ftar-flones ; together with
many other curiofities, both natural and arti-
ficial, which are fpread over this large and ex-
tenfive county.

- o Pil o)

To this defcription of the countics and cu-
siofities, we fhall add {fome account of Loaion
and #eflminfier.
q
. o <5
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A fhort defcription of LoNpDon*,

L ON D O N, the metropolis of Great-Britain,
including Wefiminfier and Southawark, is a

city of a very furprifing extent, of prodi-
gious wealth, and of the moft extenfive trade,
and Is at once the largeft and richeft city in Ez-
rope. 'This city is now what ancient Rome once
was, the feat of liberty, the encourager of arts,
and the admiration of the whole world.

It 1s fimmated on the banks of the Thames, a
river, which, tho’ not the largeitin the world,
is of the greateft fervice to its commerce. It
being continually filled with fleets, failing to or
from the moft diftant climates; and its banks
being from London-bridge to Blackwall, almoft
one continued grand magazine of naval ftores,
containing three large wet docks, 32 dry docks,

Lorndon is fituated in 43 degrees 30 minutes north lati-
tude, is 300 miles fouth of Edinburgh, and 270 fouth-eaft
of Dublin; 200 north-weft of Paris, the metropolis of
France ; 180 miles weft of Amfterdam, the capital of the
United Netherlands ; 5oo fouth-weft of Copenbagen, the
metropolis of Denmark 5 6co north-weft of Fienna, the
metropolis of the German empire; 1360 north-weft of
Conflantinople, the capital of the Turki/b empire; 800
north-eaft of Madrid; the metropolis of Sgain; 8o north-
eaft'of Lifbon, the capital of Portugal; and 820 nosth-
weft of Rome, the capital of the territorics of the pope,
and of all Iraly,

and
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and 33 yards for the building of thips, for the
ufe of the merchants, befides the places allotted
for the building of boats and lighters; and the
king’s yards lower down the river for building
men of war. As this city is about 6o miles
diftant from the fea, it enjoys, by means of this
river, all the benefits of navigation, without
the leaft danger of being furprifed by foreign
fleets, or of being annoyed by the moift va-
pours of the fea. It rifes regularly from the
water-fide, and extending itfelf on both fides
along its banks, reaches a prodigious length
from eaft ro weft ; furrounded on all fides by a
number of large and populous villages, adorned
with handfome commodious buildings, the
country-feats of gentlemen and tradefmen, whi-
ther the latter retire for the benefit of the frefh.
air, and to relax their minds from the hurry of
bufinefs.

The irregular form of this city makes it diffi-
cult to afcertain its extent, However, its length'
from eaft to weft, is generally allowed to be _ .
above 7 miles; and its breadth, in fome places,is
3, 1n others 2 ; and in others again not much
above half a mile. Butit is much eafier to form
an idea of the large extent of a city fo irregu-
larly built, by the number of the people, who
are computed to be near a million; and from
the number of edifices devoted to the fervice
of religion. Of thefe, befides St..Paul’s ca-
thedral, and the collegiate church at Wefminfer,
there are 10z parith churches, and 6g chapels
of the eftablithed religion ; 21 Fresch prote-

H ftang
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ftant chapels ; 8 chagels belonging to the Gar-
mans, Dutch, Danes, &c. 33 baptift meetings ;
206 independent meetings; 28 prefbyterian meet-
ings ; 14 popifh chapels, and meeting-houfes
for the ufe of foreign ambafladors, and people
of various fe@s; and 3 Fews {ynagogues. So
that there are 318 places devoted to religious
wortfhip, in the compals of this vaft pile of buil-
ings, without reckoning the 21 out- parifhes,
ufually included within the bills of mortality.

Of thefe churches the moft famous is St. Paz/’s
cathedral, which is the nobleft of all the prote-
fiant churches in the world. Thisis an edifice
equally remarkable for its beauty and magni-
ficence, containing as few faults as the nature
and extent of fo large a building will admit,
It is built according to the Grezk and Roman
orders, under the dire&ion of that celebrated
archite& Sir Chrifiopher Wren, and has fome
refemblance to St. Peter’s at Rome.  The length
within is soo feet; and its height, from the
marble pavement 10 the crofs on the top of the
cupola is 340. 'The expence of rebuilding
this c.toedral after the fire of London, is com-
puted at about 800,000/,

Wefiminfler-Abbey, or the collegiate church
of Wefiminfier, is 2 venerable pile of building, in
the Gothic tafte. It was firlt built by Edavard
the confeflor ; king Henry 11 rebuilt it from
the ground, ard Henry V1I. added a fine chapel
to the eaft end of it : this is the repofitory of
the deceafed Britifp kings and nobility ; and
here are alfo monuments ercéted to the memory

of
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of thofe who have done honour to the na-
tion, by a proper ufe of great and exalted abi-
lities. The monarchs of Great Britain are alfo
crowned here.

Among the other churches, the moft remark-
able are St. Paul’s, Cowent-Garden ; the churches
of St. Mary le Bow, and St. Bride’s, the two
latter for having the fineft fteeples in the world.
The infide ofithe church of St.S8tephen, Walbroke,
is admired all over Europe. And, in fhort, the
contrivance and beauty of many other churches,
confidering how they were obliged to be thruft
up in corners, isfurprizingly fine. Itis a great
misfortune, that though this city abounds with
the moft elegant &ruttares, and the moft mag-
nificent publick and private buildings, yet they
are placed in fuch a manner as muft tempt every
foreigner to believe that they were defigned (o
be concealed.

There are here alfo two royal palaces, St.
Fames’s and Somerfer-houfe, both of them, efpe-
cially the firft, greatly bencath the dignity of
a king of Great-DBritain 5 as 10 the latter, it
has been generally the refidence of the queen-
dowagers of England.

There are alfo inand near this city 100 alms-
houfes, about zo hofpitals and infirmaries, 3
colleges, 10 public prifons, 15 fleth-markets ;
1 market for live cattle, z other markets more
particularly for herbs; and 23 other markets
for corn, coals, hay, &c. 15 inns of court, 27
public {quares, befides thofe within any fingle
building, asthe Temple, &c. 49 halls for com-

2 ' panies
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panies, 8 publick fchools, called free fehools ;
and 131 charity-fchools, which provide edu-
cation for 5034 poor children ; 7000 ftieets,
lanes, courts, and alleys, and 130,000 dwelling-
houfes. ’

The bridges of London and Weftminfier are be-
held with admiration by all foreigners ; that of
London confifts of 1g ftone arches, zo feet be-
tween each ; it is goo feet long, 30 wide, and
6o feet high; and has a draw-bridge in the
middle.

Wefiminficr-bridge is reckoned one of the
moft complete and elegant firuttures of the
kind in the known world. Tt is built entirely
of fone, and extended over the river at a
place where itis 1223 feet broad,which is above
goo feet broader than at London-bridge. On
each fide is a fine balluftrade of ftone, with
places of fhelter from the rain. The width of
the bridge is 44 feet, having on each fide a
fine footway for paflengers. It confifts of 14
piers, and 13 large, and 2 fmall arches, that
in the center being 76 feet wide, and the reft
decreafing four feet each from the other, {o that
the two leaft arches of the 13 great omes, are
each gz feet. Itis computed that the value of
40,000 /. in ftone and other materials is always
under water. This magnificent ftrufture was
built in 11 years and 9 months, and coft about
389,500/.

Weftminfler-ball tho’ on the cut-fide it makes
a mean and no very advantageous appearance,
is a noble Gorhick building, and is faid to be
the largeft room in the world, it being zzo feet

long,
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lIong, and 70 broad.  Its roof is the fineft of its
kind that can be feen. Here is held the coro-
nation feafts of the kings and queens of Eng-
land, al{o the courts af Chancery, King’s-bench,
and Common-pleas, and above ftairs, that of
the Exchequer.

That beautiful column called the Aonument,
ereted at the charge of thecity, to perpetuate
the memory of its being deftroyed by fire1s juitly
worthy of notice. ' This column exceeds all the
obelifks and pillars of the ancients, it being 202
feet high, with ‘a flair-cafe in the middle to
afcend to the balcony, which is about 30 feet
fhort of the top, from whence there are other
freps made for perfons to look out at the top of
all, which 1s fathioned like an urn, with a flame
ifluing from it. = On the bafe of the Monument
next the ftreet, is the deftruction of the city re-
prefented in bas relief. = Lendon exprefied by a
woman, fits in a difconfolate poflure on the ruing,
while Time comes behind to lift her up. -An-
other figure lays one hand upon her, and with,
a winged {cepire in the other, gives her encou-
ragement by pointing apwards to Plenty and
D riumph, two beantiful godefles, feated in the
clouds. Underneath the figare of London is a
dragon, with his paw upon the city-arms, and
over ‘her head are houfes burning, and flames
breaking out through the windows; and be-
hind her feveral citizens looking on, in poitares
of amazement, = On the fide of thefe figures is

a pavement, raifed with 3 or 4 fteps, on which
-appears king Charles 11. in a Roman habit, com-

I"I 3 iﬁg
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ing towax;ds the figure reprefenting London, and
giving orders to 3 attendants to defcend the
iteps, and go to her aflitance. The foremoft
has wings upon her head, and a croud of naked
boys dancing, and in her hand fomething re-
fembling an harp; the next who follows her is
Architelture, and the third Liberty. Behind the
king is the duke of ¥or£, holding in one hand
a garland ready to crown the rifing city, and
in the other a fword to defend her; behind
him are two figures, one of whom holds the Bri-
2i/b lion with a bridle in his mouth. And over
thefe figures is a houfe rebuilding. Underneath
the ftone pavement, on which is placed the king,
&c. 1s a good figure of Enwy, peeping forth
and gnawing a heart. The north and fouth
fides of the ,bafe have each a Latiz infcription,
the one defcribing its dreadful defolation, and
the other its fplendid refurre@ion ; and on the
eaft fide is an infeription, thewing when the pil-
lar was begun and finithed. The charge of
erecting this monument amounted to upwards
of 13,000/

‘The Royal Exchange is the greatelt building
of that kind in the world, and is faid to have
coft above 80,000/

We might here give a defcription of the Tower,
of the Bank of England, the Neaw Treafury, the
Admiralty Office, the Bangueting Houfe, at White-
hall, the Mews, where the king’s horfes are kept,
the Manfion-houfe, of the lord Mayor, the Cu/-
tom-houfe, India-hodfe, and a vaft number of
other publick buildings. I might here alfo de-

fcribe
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Aferibe the noble edifices raifed by our nobility,

as Charlton-houfe, Marlborough-boufe, and Buck-
ingham-houfe, in St. Fames’s-park; the duke of
Montague’s, and the duke of Richmond’s, in the
Priwy-Garden ; the earl of Cheflerfield’s-hou/z,
near Hyde-park; the duke of Dewonfhire’s, and
the earl of Bath's in Piccadilly; Northumberland-
honfe in the Strand, Montague-teoyfe, and the duke
of Bedfird’s in Bloomsbury; the houfes of the
Dukes of Newcaftle and Rueensbery; of lord
Bateman, of general Wade, in Sawville-row 3
the earl of Granmwilles, Mir. Pelbam’s, and a
great number of others of thenobility and gentry;
but this alone would be fufficient to fill a large
volume.

We have hitherto confidered the cities of
London and Wefiminfier as one, becaufe they are
joined to each other, we fhall here {eparate them,
and confider them as diftin& ; becaufe they en-
joy different privileges, and are governed by
different magiftrates.

or



80 A brief defeription

Of WESTMINSTER and its CiviL
GOVERNMENT.

WES TMINSTER, which once flood at
the diftance of a mile {rom London, till
its {uburbs extending to that city, made

them in a manner one, had once no lefs than five

gates, and all within a fmall compafs of ground;
but now there are only two remaining; the
noble Gorhick gaie at Whitehall, which is left
ftanding for the beauty of its workmanthip ; and
the Gate-bsi /2, near the weft end of the Abley,
which is ufed for the public Jail of the city of

Heflminfler.

As Weflminfler has the honour of containing
the palace of the kings of Great-Britain, and
both the houfes in which the parliament affemble,
1t is principally inhabited by the nobility and
gentry ; and is confequently much inferior in
point of trade to London, which is fomething
better fituated for commerce ; from hence it
procecds, that Weflminfler and its liberties has
a greater number of noble fquares and elegant
buildings.

‘I he city of IWefiminfier indeed, has but one
parith, that of St Margaret’s, which is of a large
extent; though the liberties contain many pa-
rifhes, as St. Mertin in the Fields, St. Clements,
St. Paul’s, Covent Garden; St. Mary's in the
Sawoy, St. Mary’s in the Strand, St. George’s,
Qucen fjuare; St. George’s, Bloomsbury ;  St.
George's, Hanover-fyuare ; and feveral Othetr)s:

ut
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but St. Giles’s parith, which is very large, be-
longs neither to London nor Weftminfier.

The dean and chapter of Wefiminfier are veft-
ed with the civil and ecclefiaftical government
of this city ; but fince the Reformation, the ci-
vil part has been committed to laymen.

The high fteward, who is ufually a noble-
man of the firt rank, is chofen by the dean
and chapter, and holds his office during life.

The under-fteward is a perfon chofen to offi-
ciate for him, and is therefore verfed in the law ;
but his choice muft be confirmed by the dean
and chapter. The under-fleward, with other
magiftrates, keeps the court-leet, (which tries
all petty offences) is commonly a chairman of
the quarter-fefiions, and his office is alfo for life.

Next to the under-fteward is the high-bailiff,
chofen by the dean and chapter. His power re-

{embles that of a fheriff, for by him juries are
fummoned ; all the bailiffs of Wefiminfler are {ub-
ordinate to him, and he makes the return at the
eletion of members of parliament. In the
court-leet he fits next the under-fteward ; all fines
and forfeitures are his, which makes his place
very profitable. :

There is alfo a high-conftable chofen by the
court-leet, to whom all the other conftables are

. {fubje& ; but his poft is not for life.

Here are alfo 14 burgeffes, 7 for the city, and

7 for the liberties, each having an affiftant. Their

office is much like that of an alderman of Zox-
don, each having a proper ward under his direc-
tion. Out of thefe, two are elefed, by the
title of head-burgefles, onc for the city, and one

' for
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for the liberties. Thefe take place in the court-
leet next to the high-bailiff.

BEBBEEIFTETDTD G BB 0

Of LoNDoN as a feparate city from WEsT-
MINSTER.

HOUGH the walls of London are not now
ftanding, and there are noremains of them
left worth mentioning, the city hath yet {even
gates, wiz. Ludgate, a prifon for debt, for free-
men of the city only 5 Neawgate, the county goal
for Middlefe>:, and a prifon for criminals both in
London and Middlefex, as well as for the county-
debtors. The other gates are Moregate which is
efteemed very beautiful,its arch beingzo feet high;
Cripplegate, Bifbopgate,” dlderfgate, and Aldszate.
Temple bar is the only gate erected at the ex-
tent of the city-libertics, on account of fome
ceremonies at the proclaiming a king or queen
of England.

The government of the city has a very near
refemblance to the political conftitution of the
nation, from which it feems to be copied. For,
as England is governed by the king, lords, and
commons, {o is the city by the lord mayor, the
aldermen and common-council.

The city is divided into 26 diftri&ts, called
wards, each of which is governed by its refpec-
tive alderman, who is elected by the houfekeepers.
Out of this body the lord mayor or principal ma-
giftrate is cletted annually on Michaelmas-d.y,
and enters upon his office on the 29th of October.

He
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He is ftiled confervator of the river of Thames,
from the bridge at Stanes, tO the river Medway'
in Kent. The two fheriffs, the recorder, the
chamberlain and common-council, bear a part
in the jurifdi€tion of the city ; but this jurifdic-
tion extends only to the city, and its liberties,
and the borough of Soutbhwark.

When the lord mayor appears abroad as a
magiftrate, it is in a coach of ftate; he then
weats a purple or fcarlet robe, has a gold chain
and a rich jewel to it round his neck, and is at-
tended by feveral officers walking before, and
on each fide of him. To fupport his magniii-
cence, his place and perquifites are very confi~
derable.

The next in power and dignity are the alder-
men, each of whom has under him a certain
number of common -councilmen, one of whom
is his deputy : thefe, as well as the aldermen,
are chofen by the inhabitants of each ward,
The mayor and aldermen chufe the recorder,
who is their fpeaker; and their counfellor, as
to the laws and cuftoms of the city. |

The two fheriffs are confiderable magiftrates,
they have the power to impanel juries, and in
their courts, caufes are tried on actions of debt,
trefpafs, breach of covenants, &c. They are
annually chofen on Midfummer-day by the livery-
men.

The chamberlain of London is an office of
great truft, he having the charge of the city-~
cath, and the orphan’s money, and is general-
receiver of the land-tax for the city of London

and county of Middlefex. e has alfo full au-
thority
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thority over the apprentices of the - city, and is
chofen by the liverymen.

The common-council are members annually
chofen ont of every ward, to the number of
236, by the houfe-keepers from among them-
felves. Thefe are the reprefentatives of the
. people.

The liverymen of the city of Londen, are
{fuch as have not only taken up the freedom of
the city, but alfo the livery, or gown of their
refpective companies. '

With regard to the management of trade in
the city of Lendon, the various artificers, thop-
keepers, &c. are divided into feparate compa-
nies, moft of which have halls, a mafter, {feveral
wardens, affiftants, and liverymen, who tranf-
att the bufinefs of the company, provide for a
number of their own poor, and by frequent
meetings keep up a harmony amongit the prin-
cipal members of each feparate community.

The CoMPANIES -that have HarLLs are
thofe which follow.

Mercers their Hall in Cheapfide.
Grocers, Gi'occr’.s—a/'!@).

Drapers, Throgmorton-fireet.
Fifhmongers, Thames-fircet.

Goldimiths, Foffer-lane.

Skinners, Dowgate-hill.
Merchant-Taylors, in Threednecdl:- freet.
Haberdathers, Maiden-laxe.

Salters, Swithen's lase.

Ircn-
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Tronmongers, Fenchurch-fireet.
Vintoers, Thames-fireet.
Clothworkers, Mincing-lae.
Apothecaries, in Blackfriars.
Armourers, Coleman-fireet.
Bakers, Harp lane.
Barbers, Mugavell-fireet.
Blackfmlths, Lambeth-hil].
Brewers, Addlc-firect.
Butchers, Pudding-lane.
Carpenters, London-wal’.
Coachmakers, Noole-flreet.
Cooks, Alderjgate-fireet.
Coopers, B /finghall-freet.
Cordwainer's, Diff-ff-lane.
Curriers, Cripplegate.
Cutlers, Clozk-lane.
Dyers, Little Elbow-lane, Dowigatebill,
Embroiderers,, Gutter-lane.
Fletcher’s, St. Mary Axe.
Founders, Lothbury.
Framework-knitters, Redcrofs-firect.
Girdlers, Bafinghall-ftreet.
Glovers, Beech-lane.
Innholders, E/boww-lane.
Joyners, Frier’s-‘ane, in Thames flreet.
Lwnneuellels, Littie St. Helen’s.
Lorners, London-wall.
Ty ‘"rons, Maforn’s-ally in Bafinghall-firect.
Painter-flainers. Little Trinity-lune.
Parithclerks, Wood-fireet.
Pf‘wtercrs, Lime-fireet.
1” arlterers, Add'e-fireet.

-)uexa, C//ﬁ?’( i (;?u, .Dé’ﬂg"z‘f’- Af-

I .

- o
Sadlers,
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Sadlers, Cheapfide.

Stationers, near Ludgate.
Surgeons, O/ Bailey.

86

Tallow-Chandlers, Doavgate-hill.
Turners, Collese-bill.,

Tylers and Bricklayers, in Leadenball-fivect.
Watermans, in 7T, hames-fireet.
Wax-Chandlers, Ma:den-lare.

Weavers, iz Bafinghall-fireet.

- The Fellowfbips who have 7o HALLS are,

Bafket-makers.
Bowyers.

Card-makers.

Carmen,
Clock-makers.

- Comb-makers.
Diftillers.

Fan-makers.

Farriers.

Felt-makers.
Fithermen.

Fruiterers.

Gardeners.

Glaziers.

Glafs-makers.

Gold and filver drawers.
Gunfiniths.
Hatband-makers.
Horners.

Long bowitring-makers

Mauficians.
Needle-makers.
Patten-makers.
Paviors.
Pin-makers.
Porters.
Poulterers.
Scriveners.
Ship-wrights.
Silkmen.
Silk-throwiters.
Soap-makers.
Spe&tacle-makers.
Starch-makers.
Tinplate-workers.
"T'obacco-pipe-makers.
Upholders.
Wheel-wri ohts.
Woodmongcrs.
Woolmen,
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In the gz companies above-mentioned, there
are 79 mafters, 220 wardens, 2318 afiiftants,
8217 liverymen, 5z halls; and it is computed,
that above 26,000/ is difpofed of annually by
thefe companies, to charitable ufes. Befides
‘thefe, are the {everal companies of merchants,
trading to different parts of the world.

Though Londsn is the centre of trade, it has
'an intimate connetion with all the counties in
the kingdom ; it 1s the grand mart of the na-
tion, to which every part fend their commodi-
ties, from whence they again are fent back into
every town in the nation, and to every part in
the woild. Here the manufaGures of many
towns and villages, are conftantly bought up,
and from hence thefe towns and villages receive
the value in money, and in thofe manufaétures
that are not of their own produce. - From hence,
innumerable carriages, by land and water, are
conftantly employed, and from hence arifes that
circulation in the national body, which renders
every part healthful, vigorous, and in a profpe-
rous condition ; a circulation that is equally
beneficial to the head, and the moft diltant
members. 1

As London is the centre of commerce, it is
confequently the centre of wealth. Merchants
are here a; rich as noblemen; and there 15 no
place in the world in which the fhops of tradef=
men make {uch a noble and elegant appearance.

No expence has been fpared to give this city
all the effential advantages that could be pro-
cufed by art and indufiry. And in particular,
no place in the world 15 better {upplied with

132 water
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water from the Thames, and the New-R ‘ver.
Sir Hugh Middleton of Wale:, who by his art,
and at the expence of his fortune, brought this
laft river to London, infread of being tigmatized
with the ill-natured term, a proje&or, a term
mvented to banifh gratitude, and fifle public
dpirit in its birth, has juftly deferved all the
rewards, that could be beftowed by a grate-
ful people. This river was begun in 1608, and
finifhed in five years. It rifes near Ware in
Hertfordbire, from whence in a winding'courfe,
it runs 60 miles before it reaches London, and has
overit 226 bridges. The channel is narrow, but
in fome places deep ; in others, it is carried over
vallies in open troughs more than 20 feet high
above ground. Six hundred men were employ-
ed in the execution of this great undertaking.
Since this admirable work has taken effe&,
there have been, two great engines fet up for
raifing the Zhames water, one at the bridge,
and the other near Broken-wharf, for the fervice
of the city ; there is alfo a noble cut from the
Zhames to a place near the garden-wall of
Buckingham houfe, where are two engines which
work alternately by fire, to raife the water into
a great refervoir in Hyde-park, for the fervice of
the new buildings at that end of the town. By
which means, there is plenty of water through
the whole extent of this vaft metropolis, which
is not only of inconceivable fervice to every fa-
mily, but by means of the fire plugs every where
difperfed, the keys of 'which are depofited with
the parifh officers, the city is in a great meafure
fecured from the fpreading of fire ; for thefe
- plugs
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plugs are no fooner opened than there is vaft
quantities of water to fupply the engines.

This plenty of water has been attended with
another advantage, it has given rife to {everal
companies, who infure houfes and goods, from
fire, an advantage, that is not to be met with in
any other nation on earth ; for here the premium
1s fmall, and the recovery, in cafe of lofs, is
eafy and certain. The principal offices are,
the Hand-in-Hand fire-office, on Swmoww-bill, the
Sun fire-office in Threadneedle-firect, the Union
fire-office 11 Maiden-lane, the Weftminfler fire-
office, in St. Martin’s-lane, the Royal-Exchange
infurance, keptin the Ropal Exchange, and the
London infurance in Cornbill; by the two laft,
thips and goods at -fea are infured, as well as
houfes and goods from fire. Every one of thefe
offices, keep a fet of men in pay, who are
ready at all nours to give their affiftance in cafe
of fire; and who are on all occafions extremely
bold, dexterous, and diligent ; but though all
their labours fhould prove unfuccefsful, the perfon
who fufiers by this devouring element, has the
comfort that muft arife from a certainty of being
paid the value of what he has infured.

Another convenience of confiderable fervice
to trade, are the General and Penny-Poft offices,
the former circulates letters through all parts of
the kingdom, as alfo to freland, and other places
abroad. The latter is ufed for the conveyance
of letters and {mall parcels, under one pound
weight, and 10 Z value, to~any part of London
or [Wefiminfier, and the adjacent villages, There
are alfo many hackney coaches, which ply in

I3 the
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the principal fireets, and are figured and &-
cenfed ; which are either hired by the day; by
the hour ; or from place to place. The hire of
a coach for a day, confifting of twelve hours,
is ten fhillings and fix-pence : The hire for the
firft hour is eighteen-pence, and one fhilling
every hour after: For any diftance, not exceei-
ing ‘one mile and a half, one fhilling ; and jor
any diftance, not exceeding two miles, one
fhilling and fix-pence. Every. coachman ex-
afting more for his hire, or refufing to go
the rates {ettled by the Commifiioners, whether
by day or night, foul or fair weather, forfeits
forty thillings : which penalty, or other cor-
re¢tions will be infli®ted upon him, if juft com-
plaints are made apainft him at the licenfing
office in Surry-fireer 1 the Strand. Hackney
chairs are alfo common in the moft polite -parts
of the town, and are obliged to go the fame
diftances for eighteen-pence, which the coaches
perform for a thiiling. For the conveniznce of
merchants and other traders, there are many
carts, which carry all goods and merchandizé to
and from the wharfs, and other places. Every
licenfed carman is to have a numper, and his
name fixt upon his cart, which are regiftered in

a book kept for that purpofe in Chrifi’s-Ho/pital 3

fo that if any carman otfends, it is but taking
notice of the number of his cart, and making
complaint. Several boats and wherries are like-
wife eftablithed upon the river 7hames, under
proper regulations, for the conveying patleagers.
and goods by water. ‘

Curiofitios
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Curiofities in SCOT L AND.

- N HE Grampian mountains which run from
ealt to weft, almoit the whole breadih of
the kingdom, wiz. from near Aberdeen  to
Cowal in drgylefbire, are famous for the battle
fought on them between the Remans and the
ancient Caledonians, as mentioned 'by Tacitus.
Near the caftle of Slare inScotland, is a fountain,
the water of which dropping from a natural
cave, foon turns into pointed ftones, which are
bristle, and make good lime. In Hamilton
wood there is another petrifying {pring. '
At Monkton near- Ed nburgh, there is a well
called the Routing-well, from its making anoife
before tempefts. And on the weft fide of Camp-
. foy-hills, between Sterlingfbire and Lenox 18 ano-
ther well, whofe waters make people drunk.
Moffet-aweils fpring from the top of a rock,
near the town of that name in Anandale : 'They
are two, very near one another; the higher
well runs among very clear ftones, and the
lower among black ones, refembling black
~ marcafites of antimony ; the water {mells like
gunpowder, and dies filver of a black colour.
To the ftones of the upper well there grows a
matter like fulphur of antimony. 'The ftones of
the lower well are of the colour of antimony, and .
when broke, fparkle like that mineral. Where the
ftream of the lower well runs into a neighbour-
ing brook, there flicks to the rock a wh.iftil(h
: alt,
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{alt, like nitre. Thefe waters have many me-
dicinal virtues.

"There is a lake in Straglafh, on a hi gh ground
between two mountains, the middle of which
is always frozen throughout the fummer, notwith-
flanding the ftrong reflexion of the fun-beams
from the mountains, which melt the ice at the
fides. The ground about the lake has a con-
tinual verdure, and cattle grow fooner fat with
that grafs than any other: There are feveral
lakes in the neighbourhocd of as high a fitua-
tion, which never freeze.

In Glenelg, at a place called Archignigle, there
is a fireams which turns holly into a greenifh
itone, of which they make moulds for cafting
bullets ; and'mc]ting—pots for hard metals, and
whitls for women’s {pindles.

In Linlithgofbire there is a lake called Loch-
Caaz‘—[aug/y, tfrom whence a murmuring ftream
runs under a neighbouring mountain, for about
three hundred yards, and then i{lues with great
force from a {pring three feet broad, the fiream
of which turns a mill.

In Lenerffbire are the remzins of a Roman
cauieway, which are to be feen from one end of
this county to the other. There is another,
which is fuppofed to have reached from Laneré
to Faltiik. In Craawford-meor in the fame coun-
ty, gold is found in the fand of the brook after
rain, and great quantities of lapis lazuli are dug
up- here.

Near a place called the Kips, fouth from
Linlithge, thereis an ancient altar of great un-
polilt’d ftones, leaning fo as to {upport one ano-

b =i
ther:
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ther: The vulgar call them Arthur’s oven:
Some of the learned have thought them to be
a Roman'temple ; but the moft general opinion
is, that they were a temple of the Druids. Near
this altan are feveral great flones erefted in a
circle ; and upon two adjacent hills, the remains
of old camps, with great heaps of ftones, and
ancient graVes, {fuppofed to be Roman works.
About four miles north-eaft from Linlithgo, is
the caftle of Abercorn, where begun the Roman
wall, ere@ed by Severus, according to Bu-
EHaNAN.

In FTaveedale is a lake called Wepawater-lake,
which about Axguff abounds fo with eels and
other fith, that with a weft wind, they come out
in fuch fhoals into a fmall river which runs from
the lake as fometimes to overthrow the people
who go in to catch them. There 15 another
lake here called Lochgenen, upon Genen-hill,
which falls into Anandule from a precipice of
four hundred yards high, fo that the fith are
often killed by the fall of water. At Ardock are
the remains of a Roman camp, and near Perth
there is a Roman way, where feveral medals,
fepulchral urns, and other monuments of an-
tiquity have been found.

At the weft end of the town of Pafley in Ren-
freafbire, are the remains of a large Roman
camp and pratorium, fuppofed to be vaulted,
becaufe the ground founds hollow when trod
wpon. And in the lands of Newyards near
Pafley, there is a fountain on a high’ ground,
which ebbs and flows with the tide.

The
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The town of. Stirling was one of the boun.
daries of the Roman empire in Britain, as api

pears by the infcription on a ftone below the

caftle towards the bridge, which imports, that
one of the wings of their army kept guard
" there. 'The river Carron in Stirling fbire, 1s fa-
mous for fome Romaz monuments near it, par-
ticularly two little hills, called by the vuigar
Dunnipace, that is, Hills of Peace; and two

miles lower there is a round edifice of ftone, '
which by the defeription, refembles that which’

the Romans called the 7 Temple of Terminus. And
the Roman wall commonly called Sewerus’s wali,
begun near this place.

Near Enbo in Strathnaver, is a flone crofz,
vhich was erefted as a monument for a king of
the Danes, who was killed and buricd there.

Between Fara and Scarba, two of the weltern
ilands of Scotland, lies the gulf called Ceore
Urekan, whofe current is more 1mpcwom than
any other about Great Britain. 'The Seabegins
to ferment with the tide of flood like the boilinz
of a pot, and increafes gradually till it appears i
many whixlpools, which immediately atter {post
up with a great noife in the thape of pyramids,

as high as the maft of a fmall thip; and the
white waves, occafioned by the fall of the water,
run two leagues with the wind before they break.
"The {ea continues thefe various motions from the
beo-inninfr of the tide, till above half flocd,
when it decreaf\.s gxaauall 7 ; but continues to
boil till within an hour of low water : And not-
withitanding this great ferment of the fes,
which brings up the leaft thell from the ground,
e

e <
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he {malleft fifhing-beat may crofs the gulf at
e 1aft hour of flood, and the lat hour of ¢bb ;
at it is fatal to any veffel to appreach this
-ulf when the pyramids of water begin to
e
in the ifle of §%y are many caves, from the
- zo0f of fome of which there drops a water
that petrifies ; and here are many monuments,
fome of fingle fones, others of heaps laid
together, the true hiftory of which feems to be
Joit, 'There are alfo feveral little houfes of
f#ione built under-ground, for hiding people and
their goods in time of 'war ; and others above-
ground, capable of entertaining only one perfon,
2nd which feem to have been defigned for con-
templation.

At the village of Cleffernefs in the ifland of
Zeawis, there are thirty-nine upright ftones,
about feven feet high, and two feet broad each
way, in form of an avenue, eight feet broad.
There is one at the entrance, and at the fouth
end there is a circle of twelve ftones of equal
diftance and height with the other thirty nine:
There ftands one in the centre thirteen feet high,
formed like the rudder of a fhip, and without
the circle there are four flones in manner and
difance as the former, on the eaft, weft, and
" fonth fides. Probably it wasa heathen temple,
aad that the chief Druid floed by the ftone in
the center and {poke to the people round him.
There is another circle of high ftones a quarter
of 2 mile diftant on the fame coaft.

At South Ronalfba, one of the Orkney iflands,
in a lonely valley between two mountains lies a

ftone,

f
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ftone, called the davarfy ﬁ‘one, thirty-fix feet
long, eight feet broad, and nine thick, hollowed
by art : It has a fquare hole ‘two feet high for
an entrance, and a {tone by it of the fame fhaps
for a door. At one endis abed and pillow art-
fully cutouat of the ftone, large enough for two
~ men to lye at fength 5 ; at the other end there is
a couch ; in the rnd le is a hearth for a fire, and
a hole cut above for a chimney ; fuppofed tohave
been a dwelling fet apart for divine folitude.

G
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Ciriofities in IREL A N D,

P HE g‘re'i'f‘“t curiofity in Jreland is the
Giants’ (au;(.\vn), a fUIPT‘/‘lK" fru&ture

of ftones, extending a great way into the fea,
where the fame work {eems to have been begun
on the oppoﬁte fhore of Scotland. This flupen-
dous caufeway was fuppoled to be the work of
the glants, and to be undertaken to form a com-
‘munication between nnglmzd and freland. Noris
it at all wonderful, that fuch a fuppofition thould
obtain credit amongft the vulgar, fince though
itis-a work far above human ftrength, it has
the greateft appearance of art. The fea cliffs
are very high in the place where the caufeway
begins, and what is commonly called the caufe-
way, is a low head ex“’r»dJng from the foot of
the cliffs, like a mole into the fea.  This head
when C(Wlnﬁ.x«.hi;d attentively, appears ' a flupen-
dous
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dous produétion of art, it ends in two points,
and Dr. Pocock fays, that he meafured the moft
wefterly point, at high-water, to the diftance of
360 feet from the cliff ; but he was told, that at
low-water it extended 6o feet farther upon a
defcent, till it was loft in the fea. Upen mea-
futing the eaftern point, he found it 540 feet
from the cliff, and faw as much more of it as of
the other, where it winds to the eaft, and 1s like
that loft in the water. The canfeway is com-
pofed of pillars of all angular fhapes, from three
fides to eight. The eaftern point, where it
joins the rock terminates in a perpendicular cliff,
formed by the upright fides of pillars, fome of
which are 33 feet four inches high. Each
pillar confifts of feveral joints or ftones lying
one upon another, from fix inches to about a
foot in thicknefs ; and what is very furprizing,
fome of thefe joints are fo convex, as for their
prominences to be nearly quarters of fpheres,
round each of which is a ledge which holds
them together with the greateft firmnefs, every
ftone being concave on the underfide, and fitting
in the exatteft manner, the convexity of the
upper part of that beneath it. ‘The pillars are
from one to two feet diameter, and generally
confift of about 40 joints, moft of which fepa-
rate very eafily ; one may walk along upon the
tops of the pillars, as far as the edge of the
water. :

But the caufeway is not the moft fingular part
of this extraordinary curiofity, the appearance of
the cliffs themfelves being yet more furprizing.
Thefe cliffs from the bottom, which is of black

K ftone
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ftone, to the height of about 6o feet, are di-
vided perpendicularly at un-qml diftances by
ftripes of a reddith itone looking like cement,
and about fur or five inches in thick nefb, upon
this there is another firatum of the {fame black
ftone, divided from it by a ftratum five inches
thick of the red. Over tms another ftratum ten
feet thick, divided in the fame manner ; then a
firatum of the red ﬁonc 20 feet deep, and
above that a ttratum of upright pillars. Above
thefe pillars lies another ftratum of black ftone
20 feet high, and above this again another
ftratum of upright pillars, rifing in fome places
to the tops /of the cliffs, in others not fo high,
and in others again above it, where they are
called the chimneys. The face of thefe cliffs
reaches about three Eno///b miles.

At about a quarter of a mile from the caufe-
way, on the fouth-eaft, is feen what is called
the Organs, compofed of the fame kind of pillars
as thofe whofz we have alr cady defcribed.

Thefe furprizing appearances as has been
already faid, are generally fuppofed by the coun-
try people, to have been built by the giants;
but it is evident, that they are merely the work
of nature, fince an ingenious gentleman, who
has lately made his obfervations upon the {pot,
fay s, that if the giants built this caufeway, they
muit not only have built thefe cliffs, but alfo the
rocks, which, even at feveral miles diftance
from the fea, are formed in the fame manner of
convex and concave ftones fitted to each other.

‘There is a wonderful property afcribed to a
water called Lough Neaugh, of turning wood into

ftone,
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ftone, or as fome- fay into iron: But the water
has this virtue only on the fides and in fome
few places, efpecially where the river black-
avater difchargeth itfelf into the Lozgh.

In the lake called Lough Lene, 1n the county
of Kerry, ave fome of the moft beautiful iflands
in the known world. Many of them confift of
ftupendous rocks of marble, and are adorned
with a vaft variety of trees, among which is the
wild Arbutus, which is charming in every cir-
cumftance of vagetation, for, at all times, it
has 'both ripe, green fruit and bloffoms, pro-
mifing a fuccefiive growth. The fruit when
ripe, is of a fine fcarlet, and the blofloms re-
femble the lillies of the wvaliey.. The moun-
tains of thefe iflands hang over the lake, and
are adorned with a variety of trees almoft to
their fummits, with feveral fine cafeades pouring
from their cliffs. Befides what fall fiom the
mountains Tormifb, Glera, and Turk, there 1s
a very remarkable one from Mangerion, the
higheft of them all, whofe lake mear the top,
frequently overflowing, fends down a roaring
torrent of water. But what is moft remariable,
the ecchoes, in feveral of thefe iflands, - rever-
berate the founds in a manner difficult to be
defcribed, the whole return of one found lafling
2 minute, in which time the repercuflions are
innumerable, and their variety inconceivable.

As moft of the high mountains in /reland have
lakes near their tops, many of them afford
rivers in cafcades ; a noble one of this kind is
to be feen at Siew Donart of Marne in the
county of Doawvn~Itis faid that at Bantry there

K2 18
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is one that may be feen fixteen miles. There
1s alfo a very beautiful calcade at Powver’s-Court
in the county of Wickloaw. ;

It is very common in Ireland to find whole
bodies of other trees as well as hazel in bogs,
and fometimes the very nuts themfelves in great
quantl.ies retaining the fhape, though the fub-
ftance be turned to dirt: And fuch trunks of
trees are found not only in wet bogs, but alfo in
the heathy or red bogs.

Marble of f{feveral forts is found in many
places in Ireland. One fort is red, ftreaked
with white and other colours, which they
call Porphiry. Another is black, curioudly
ftreaked with white, and fome all of one colour.
The two firft, efpec:ally the fecond, are found
in {mall quantities ; but there is plenty of the
faft in many places, efpecially about Kilkenny,
where whole ftreets are paved with it. When
this marble is dug out of the ground, it looks
greyifh ; but being polifh’d, takes a fine bluifh
colour inclining to black,

R
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@/ CON SR TART T ON of
GREAT-BRITAIN.

NE of the moft ufeful branches of know-
O ledge and of which no Briton thould be
ignorant, is that of the conftitution of his native
country. This is abfolutely neceflary in a na-
tion where all are politicians, and where all are
governed only by thofe laws which they or their
fathers either perfonally, or by their reprefenta-
tives, were inftrumental in forming.

The government of Eugland was founded on
principles of liberty ; 1ts conflitation is the work
of a wife and brave people, who confidering
that all power was derived from them, and was
to be fubfervient to their happinefs, committed
it into the hands of the Three States, who were
to be a mutual fupport, and a mutaal ¢ wck to
each other, and yet {o ordered, that the intereft
of each is beft promoted, by each confining itfelf
within its proper bounds.

The king, who'1s here invefted with the higheft
prerogative, has all the honours, and ‘all the
fplendor of majelty, and is only limited where
power might become tyranny, and where he
might be capable of injuring either himfelf or
his people. By this means we reap il the ad-
vantages, without any of the evils of a monar-

‘< 3 v chical
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chical government. ¢ A king, fays a noble
<« aythor, has a divine right to govern well.
¢¢ A divine right to govern ill, is an abfurdity :
¢ and to affert it is blafphemy.” The king of
England has the power of doing good in its fulleft
extent. 'Thisis the only power that can give
him true dignity and diftinguithed honour: fer
it is not the leaft diminution to his glory that he
is confined from doing what would tarnifh his
reputation, and render him infamous to po-
fterity : on the contrary, this is a circumftance
that renders him truly great, and raifes him
above all the tyrants of the earth: ¢ Our king
s¢ (fays a modern patriot) in the truft and dig-
“¢ nity of his office, tranfcends all other kings
¢’and emperors on the globe, as far as we ex-
¢« cel all other fubje&s in liberty, fo that he may
¢ not unjuftly be called a Kine or Kincs 3
¢¢ while moft of the mighty monarchs of other
¢ nations, are no more than the malters of fome
¢ herds of flaves.” The king of England re-
ceives all his honour, power, and authority from
the laws, and theretore at his mounting the
throne, he binds himfelf by a folemn oath, to
make them the rule of his conduét, and before
he receives one oath of allegiance, is obliged to
fwear to obferve the great charter of the Englifb
liberties, andthus, at his coronation, renews the
original compaét between the king and his fub-
jetts. He then becomes the head of the fate,
the fupreme earthly governor, and is himfelf
{ubje&t to none but God and the laws, to which
he is as much bound to pay obedience, as the
meanelt fubject. Though he has not the power
A of
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of making laws, yet no law can be enalled with-
~ out his confent ; and though the execution of
them js always intrufted to his care, he cannot
feize the property of the moft incoxrfiderable
man in his dominions, except it be forfeited by
law. On the contrary, the fubjet may without
the leaft danger, fue his fovereign, or thofe who
aét in his name, and under his authority; he
may do this in open court, where the king may
be caft, and be obliged to pay damages to his
fubje@. He cannot take away the liberty of the
leaft individual, unlefs he has by fome illegal
aét forfeited his right to liberty, or except when
the ftate is in danger, and the reprefentatives of
the people think the public fafety makes it ne-
ceffary that he fhould have the power of confin-
ing perfons, and feizing their papers on a {ufpi-
cion of guilt: but this power is always given
him only for a limited time. The king has a
richt to pardon, but neither he nor the judges,
to whom he delegates his authority, can condemn
2 man as criminal, except he be firt found
guilty, by twelve men, who muft be his peers
.or his equals. That the judges may not be in-
fluenced by the king, or his minifters, to mif-
reprefent the cafe to the jury, they have their
fallaries for life, and not during the pleafure of
their fovereign. Neither can the king take
away, or endanger the life of any fubje&, with-
out trial, and the perfons being firft chargeable
with a capital crime, as treafons, murder, felony,
or fome other act injurious to {ociety; nor can
any fubje® be deprived of his liberty for the
higheft crime, till fome proof of his guilt be

5 given
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given upon oath before a magiftrate ; and he
has then a right to infitt upon being brought,
the firft opportunity, to a fair trial, or to be re-
ftored to liberty on giving fufficient bail for his
appearance. 1f a man is charged with a capital
offence, he muft not undergo the ignominy of
* being tried for his life, till the evidences of his
guilt are laid before the grand jury of the town
or county in which the factis alledged to be com-
mitted, and not without twelve of them agree-
ino to find a bill of inditment againft him.
If they do this, he is to ftand a fecond trial be-
fore twelve other men, whofe opinion is defi-
nitive. Infome cafes, the man (who is always
fuppofed innocent till there is {ufficient proof of
his guilt) is allowed a copy of his indiétment,
in order to help him to make his defence. He
is alfo furnifhed with the pannel, or lift of the
jury, who are his true and proper judges, that
he may learn their charaters, and difcover
whether they want abilities, or whether they are
prejudiced againft him. He mayin open court
peremptorily objett to twenty of the number ¥,
and to as many more as he can give any reafon
for their not being admitted as his judges, till at
laft twelve unexceptionable men, the neighbours
of the party accufed, or living near the place
where the fuppofed fat was committed, are
fivorn, to give a true verdict according to the
evidence produced in court. By challenging the

* The Party may challege thirty-five in cafe of treafon,
and twenty in cafe of felony, without thewing any caufe,
and as many more as he can affign caufe againft,

Jjury,
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jury, the prifoner prevents all poffibility of bri”
bery, or the influence of any fuperior power*
- by their living near the place where the fact was
committed, they are {uppofed to be men who
know the prifoner’s courfe of life, and the credit
of the evidence. Thefe only are the judges,
from whofe fentence the prifoner is to expett life
or'death, and upon their integrity and under-
ftanding, the lives of all that are brought in
danger ultimately depend, and from their judge-
ment there lies no appeal : they are therefore’to
be all of one mind, and after they have fully
heard the evidence, are to be confin’d without
meat *, drink, or candle, till they are unanimous
in acquitting or condemning the prifoner. Every
juryman is therefore invefted with a {olemn and
awful truft, if he without evidence fubmits his
opinion to that of any of the other jury, or yields
in complaifance to the opinion of the judge : if
he neglefts to examine with the utmoft care;
if he queftions the veracity of the witnefles, who
may be of an infamous charalter; or after the
moft impartial hearing has the leaft doubt upon
his mind, and yet joins in condemning the per-
fon accufed, he will wound his own confcience,
and bring upon himf{lf the complicated guilt of
perjury and murder. The freedom of Engli/%-
men confifts in its being out of the power of the
judge + on the bench to injure them, for declaring

* Some havebeen fined for having fru’t in their pockets
when they were withdrawn to confider of their verdict,
though they did not eat it. 1 Leon Dyer. 137,

+ ¢ Some jurymen, fays Mr. Clare, in his Englifh
¢ Ljbertics, may be apt to fay, thatif we do not find as

a man
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a2 man innocent, whom he wifhes to be brought
in"guilty. Was not this the cale, juries would
be ufele’s; fo far from being judges themfelves,
they would only be the tools of another, whofe
province 1t is not to guide, but to givea fan&ion
to their determination. T'yranny might triumph
over the lives and liberties of the fubje&, and
the judge on the bench be the minifter of the

rince’s vengeance.

Thefe are the glorious privileges which we en-
joy above any other nation upon earth, Juries
have always been confidered as giving the moft
effc@ual check to tyranny; for in a nation like
this, where a king can do nothing againft law,

< the judge dire&s, we may come into trouble, the judge
¢ may fine us, &e. I anfwer, no judge dares offer any
¢ {och thing ; you are the proper judges of the matters
¢ before you, and your fouls are at ftake ; you ought to
¢ 2@ freely, and are not bound, tho’ the court demand
< ir, togive the reafon why you bring it in thus or thus j
«¢ for you of the grand jury are fworn to the contrary, wiz.
< to keep fecret your fellows counfel and your own: and
¢ youof the petty jury are no way obliged to declare your
« motives, for it may not be convenient. In queen
¢ Elizabeth’s days a man was arraigned fox murder before
s¢ juftice Anderfon ; the evidence was fo ftrong, that eleven
< of the twelvewere prefently for finding him guilty, the
¢ twelfth man refufed, and kept them fo long thatthey
¢ were ready to flarve, and at laft made them comply
<¢ +with' him, and bring in the prifener not guilty. The
<¢ judge, who had feveral times admonifhed him to join
s¢ “with his fellows, being furprized fent for him, and dif-
«¢ courfed him privately, to whom upon promife of in-
¢¢ demnity, he at laft own’d, that he himfelf was the man
< that did the murder, and the prifoner was ingocent,
¢¢ and that he was refolved not to add perjury, and a
¢ fecond murder to the firft.” : -

they
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they are a fecurity that he fhall never make the
laws by a bad adminiftration the inftruments of
cruelty and oppreflion, was not it for jurics, the
advice given by Father Pax/in his maxims of the
republic of Penice might take effet in its fulleft
Jatitude. ¢ When the offence is committed by
¢ 2 nobleman againft a fubjedt, fays he, let all
< ways be tried to juftify him ; and if thatis
¢ not pofiible to be done, let'him be chaftifed
¢ with greater noife than damage. If it be a
¢ {ubjet that has affronted a nobleman, let him
¢ be punifhed with the utmoft {everity, that the
<« {ybjeét may not get too great a cuftom of
¢ laying their hands on the patrician orders.”
In fhort, was it not for juries, a corrupt noble-
man might, whenever he pleafed, a& the tyrant,
while the judge would have that power which is
now denied to our kings. But by our happy
conftitution, which breathes nothing but liberty
and equity, all imaginary indulgence is allowed
to the meaneft, as well as the greateft. When
a prifoner is brought to take his trial, he is freed
from all bonds ; and though the judges are fup-
pofed to be counfel for the prifoner, yet, as he
may be incapable of vindicating his own caufe,
other counfel are allowed him ; he may try the
validity, and legality of the indiftment, and
may fet it afide, if it be contrary to law. No-
,, thing is wanting to clear up the caufe of inno-
” cence, and to prevent the fufferer from finking
under the power of corrupt judges, and the op-
prefion of the great. The racks and tortures
that are cruclly made ufe of, in other parts of
Europe, to make a man accufe himfelf, are here
unknown,
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unknown, and none punifhed without conviftion,
but he who refufes to pléad in his own defence.
But, after all' this, does the king lofe any
part of his real dignity by not having thf: power
to interfere, to rob and murder at pleafure ?
No. His honour refults from the fafety of his
{ubje&s, and the god-like power of diffufing
~only happmefs, by a ftri&t obfervance of the laws,
and in fometimes {oftening the rzgom of thern
with mercy. The royal prerogative confifts, in
the right of declaring war and making peace ;
in giving his affent to fuch new laws as he appre-
hends will be for the good of his fubjelts, and
withholding it, when he believes that they weuld
be hultful, he is invefted with the power of
aflembling, adjommng, proroguing, and dif-
{olving the two houfes of palhamcnt and con-
{equently of putting a ftop 'to the confultations
of both, when he believes that they are alting
inconfiftently with the rights of each other, and
the good of the community. He has the liber-
ty of coining money. Ke is the fountain of
honour ; but though he gives m.o)mv, their in-
dependence is fecared bx his not having it in his
power to take it away. Ide has the right of
commanding the army, and the militia is under
his contxoul. His perfon is facred, and a {ub-
je&, for a fingle act of treafon, not only lofes
his Iifu, but his heirs are deprived of his eftate.
He is allowed a prwy council to i fift him with
1]1(,]1 ac 1v1ce, and the perfons of thofe members
of which this council is compofed are alfo facred.,
He has.the fupreme power 1 all caufes, eccle-
fraftical as well as civil, by which the clergy are

6 diveiled
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divefted of all dominion over the confcience,
which is wifely left to him to whom it properly
belongs, to that God who alone can fearch the
heart, and by this means perfecution is prevented,
and religious liberty fecured. :

In every kingdom, and in every flate, there
are always perfons diftinguifhed by birth, riches,
and honours ; advantages which give them fuch
a confiderable weight in the government, that
were they to be confounded with the multitude,
they would have no intereft in fupporting liberty ;
for as moft of the popular refolutions would be
made to their prejudice, the public liberty would
be their flavery. The fhare they are therefore
allowed in the legiflatare, is in proportion to the
intereft they have in the ftate, and from hence it
is that they form a body of nobles, that has a
right to put a ftep to the enterprizes of the peo-
ple, to counterbalance the right which the
people enjoy, of putting a flop to their en-
croachments.

The legiflative power is committed to thefe
two bodies, to that of the nobles, and that of
the reprefentatives of the people, each of which
have feparate views and interefts. But here there
is this eflential difference ; for while the indivi-
duals who compofe the houfe of commons enjoy
their power but for a limited time, and can only
be reftored by new powers given them by their
conftituents, the privileges enjoy’d by the mem-
bers of the houfe of lords are in their own nature
hereditary, And this is the more neceffary, as
their high preragatives render them fubje@ to
popular envy, and confequently their privileg?s

gl
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muft, ina free ftate, be always in danger. The
only difadvantage that can poflibly arife from
this is, that as their power 1s hereditary, they
might be tempted to pirfue their own intereft to
the prejudice of the public, and therefore to pre-
vent this, where they might receive the greateft
pecuniary advantages from being corrupt, as in '’
the cafe of granting fupplies, they have only the
power of refufing, while the commons alone
have that of enacting.

The Great, we have already faid, are always”
expofed to popular envy; and therefore, were
they to be judged by the people they might be
in the greateft danger from their judges; they
would then waiit the privilege of being tried by
their Peers, a privilege enjoyed by the meaneit
fubje@. They are therefore not to be tried by
the ordinary courts of judicature, but by that
part of the legiflatore of which each is a member.
As all human compofitions muft be defeGtive,
and the beft laws in fome inftances too {evere;
and as the national judges are merepafiive beings,
incapable of moderating either the force or rigor
of the laws, this part of the legiflature is here,
as well as in the former cafe, a neceffary tribunal,
to whom it belongs to moderate the law. In
their decifions they give not their opinions upon
oath; but each laying his right hand on his
heart, gives his verdict upon the fingle teflimony
of his honoyr. Thus are the lords invefted with
every outward mark of dignity, and with all
the privileges neceflary to naintain their rank in
all 1ts fplendor; aad ye: are fo limited, that

they



of GREAT-BRITAIN. III

they have not the power to encroach upon the
rights and liberties of the inferior fubjeéts.

But while the privileges of the Jords are pre-
ferved, and other wife purpofes anfwered by
their having a fhare of the legiflative power, the
privileges of all inferior perfons are fecured by
every man's having either in perfon, or by his
reprefentative, a fhare in the legiflature, by
which means no laws can be ena&ed or repealed,
without the confent of the reprefentatives of the
majority of the nation. Thus the liberties of
- the commons are as firongly fecured as the royal
prerogatives, or as the privileges of the lords.
The commons are the guardians of the public
liberty : they are the deputies fent up from all
quarters to make fuch laws as fhall beft promote
the intereft of the whole colleétive body. And
though they have not the power of examining
- the meaneft fubje& upon oath, yet they can fearch
into the conduét of the higheft peer in the realm,
and in the name of the people, impeach the fa-
vourite or minifter of the king. They can call the
judges to an account for the male-adminiftration
of their office, and bring all thofe to juftice who
make an ill ufe of their power. Thus the com-
mons are the grand jury of the nation; but as it
would be improper that thofe who are impeached
in {fo high a court fhould be tried by a lower,
which might be intimidated and over-awed by
the power of the commons, therefore to pre-
ferve the dignity of the peers, and the fecurity
of the fubjeét, thofe whom they impeach are
tried by the lords, whofe fuperior dignity fets

L 2 then‘;
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them above all influence, and who have neithér
the fame interefts nor the fame paffions.

Thus our happy conftitution confifts of
three {tates, each of which has feparate pri-
vileges, each is a check upon the other, and
yet each is equally dependent. The firft, which
is the executive power; has the privilege of
aflembling, adjourning, proroguing, and dif-
folving the two legiflative bodies : becaufe thefe
are {uppofed to have no will, except when they
are aflembled, and when they were aflembled,
if they had the right to prorogue themielves,
they might never be prorogued ; they might in-
croach on the executive power; they might
become defpotic, and even one of thefe might
deftroy the liberties of the other. But as the
executive power might make an ill ufe of this
privilege, by never affembling the legiflative,
it is rendered dependent on thefe bodies, by
their holding the finews of government in their
bands, and the granting the neceflary {fupplies
only from year to year. The king indeed has
a power to raife what forces he pleafes ; but the
reprefentatives of the people who grant the fup-
plies, can only determine what number he fhall
be enabled to pay.

But while the reprefentatives of the people
have thus the important charge of watching over
the prefervation of our liberties, our trade, and
our property, what care ought every county,
city, and borough to take, to chufe fuch only as
are qualified for performing this important tafk !
for chufing fuch whofe integrity will render them
fuperior to the témptation of a bribe, whofe

wifdom
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wifdom is capable of managing our interefts, and
whofe greatnefs of foul will make them think
that they can never do too much for their coun-
try, and for their conftituents. He who parts
with his vote, and for a lucrative or felfith con-
fideration, is inftrumental in chufing one whom
~ his confcience difapproves, and who is unquali-
fied or corrupt, is a fool and a madman ; 1s un-
worthy the name of a freeman, fince he, as much
as is in his power, fells himfelf and his coun-
try, and can never have the leaft reafon to com-
plain, if he fhould live to fee this happy confti-
tution overturned, and our liberty and all our
privileges deftroyed.

Haying thus given a brief defcription of Great
Britain, and a view of the Brityfb confti-
tution in gencral, we fhall now treat more par-
ticularly of the Royal Family, the great Officers
of State, the Nobility, the Clergy, and Com-
mons ; with the methods of proceeding in both
houfes of Parliament; defcribe the nature and
diftinét office of every court of Judicature, con-
fider the trade of Great-Britain, its publick
debts or ftocks, and its polity and intereft with
refpect to other nations.

L 2 Of
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Of the Rovar FamiLy.

HE King, as we have already obferved,
: is vefted with the higheft prerogative, has
all the honours, and all the fplendor of majetty,
and is only limited where power may become
tyranny, and where he might be capable of in-
juring either himfelf or his people. ~ As he re-
receives his honour, power, and authority from
the laws, he binds himfelf by a {olemn oath to
make them the rule of his condu&. He then
receives from the people the oath of Allegiance
and the Crown ; becomes head of the ftate and of
the church ; is fupreme governor, and fubject to
none but God and thofe laws which gave him
his authority, to which he is as much bound to
pay obedience as the meaneft of his {ubjeéts.

So that our form of government 1s a monar-
chy; but a monarchy {o conftituted and con-
fined by the laws and the parliament, that the
king has the power of doing good in the fulleft
extent, but is confined from any a¢t that may
tarnith his reputation, and render him obnoxious
to his people, and infamous to pofterity. 'The
crown 1is hereditary, and women are allowed to
fucceed toit. Kings or Queens therefore, have
power to declare peace or war, to make leagues
nd treaties with other princes and people, to
confer honours, and raife any of the commons
and place them with their nobility ; to fend and
receive ambafladors ; tp allow or repeal grants
or privileges ; to difpofc of the feveral govern-

ments
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ments in their dominions, and of all employments
both at {ea and land ; and to coin money, but
not to fix the value of it without the confent of
Parliament. They are heirs, in the laft refort,
in their kingdom ; that is to fay, all eftates
wlere no heir appears, revert to the lord, but if
there is none, then to the king. They alone
have the power of fummoning, proroguing, and
diffolving parliaments ; they can refufe to give
the royal affent to alts without afligning any
reafon for fuch refufal, whence it is evident that
the whole power of parliamentary ftatutes flow
from them, fince no aé can pafs into a law
without their approbation and confent.

The king, in every part of preat Britain, 15
the fupreme judge, or lord chicf juftice, he fills
up all the offices of judicature; may, if he
pleafes, prefide in all tribunals, and in all cafes,
except that of high treafon, in which he himfelf
is plaintiff. He 1s fupreme moderator and go-
vernor of the church of Exgland, over all perfons
and in all caufes : he nominates to bifhopricks,
and many other benefices ; he claims tenths and
annates; and by his mandate to the arch-bithops
aflembles the clergy in convocation, who have
not the power of fitting without ‘his order and
authority. The king is waited onin a kneeling
pofture, and no one is permitted to  appear
‘before him covered, except De Lourgy baron
of Kinfale in Irelavd. !

In thereign of Cha les T the king’s yea:ly re-
venues were fettled by act of parliament at twelve
hundred thoufand pounds ftesling, which added
to certain other taxes, produces Lis majefly a

yLary
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yearly revenue of about fifteen hundred thoufand
pounds flerling. The ordinary charge of the
government, or (as it is now call’d) the Ciwil Lif?
was, upon queen dzn’s acceffion to the crown, .
fettled by parliament at feven hundred thoufand
pounds per annum, upon the beft funds in England,
~and his prefent majefty’s is fettled at eight hun-
dred thoufand pounds, but is fuppofed to pro-
duce a million. '
The Queen confort is the fecond perfon in the
kingdom, and has fome peculiar privileges. She
may make any purchafes in the kingdom, and
difpofe of them as fhe pleafes without an at of
parliament for her naturalization, and in cafe of
law-fuits, can remove her caufe to any court the
thinks proper. Upon the king’s deceafe fhe
may marry whom fhe pleafes, and though fhe
were efpoufed by a private gentleman, yet fhe
would have all honours paid her as a queen.
The king’s eldeft fon is ftiled Prince of #ales
and Duke of Cornwall. 'The foundation of the
firft title has been already explained in our hiftory
of England, yet it may not be improper to
obferve, that Fdward the fecond was the firfk
king’s fon who enjoyed it, and in confequence
of his being born at Caernarvon caftle in that
prinicipality, where the king obliged his confort
to lie in, that thofe people might be the better
pleafed with his {ucceflor. - The fecond title was
fettled on the king’s eldef fon by Edward the
third, and it does not defcend by virtue of that
monarch’s giant to every heir of ¢he crown of
England, but to the firt-bora fon of the king
‘only. For Richard de Bourdeaux, fon to the
" the
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the Black Prince, who died without coming to
the crown, was not duke of Corzwall by birth,
but created fo by charter ; and Heznry VIII, after
the death of his brother prince Arthur, was not
duke of Cornwall, becaufe he was not the eldeft
{on of the king. Itisto be obferved that the
king’s eldeft fon, with refpe&t to the dukedom
of Cornwall, is of age, {0 as to claim livery and
feifin, the very day of his birth.

The prince of Walgs is always heir apparent
to the crown, and when he is fifteen, his fubjects
pay him homage. He has about twenty thou-
fand pounds per annum arifing from the mines in
his dukedom of Cornwall; and when his pre-
fent majefty was prince of Wales, a hundred
thoufand pounds per annum was fettled upon him
by a& of parliament.

The king beftows what titles he pleafes upon
his other children ; but the title of 'Royal High-
nefs is of courfe given to them all, and all
commoners who kifs their hands muflt do it

kneeling.
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Of the CLERGY.

HE Clergy of England are the two arch-
bithops of Canterbury and ¥ork, twenty-
four bifhops, twenty-fix deans and chapters,
fixty arch-deacons, five hundred and forty-four
prebends, above nine thoufand feven hundred

reftors and vicars of parifhes (each of whom
: has
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has the care of one church, and fome of more)
and a great number of curates who officiate for
them, and who are all epifcopal clergy.

The arch-bithop of Canterbury 1s the firfk
peer of the realm, and takes place of all, ex-
cept the Royal Family; he is always of the
privy council, and generally crowns the King
or Queen. The arch-bifhop of ¥or# takes place
of all peers, except the arch-bifhop of Canterbur
and the lord chancellor, and ufually crowns the
Queen confort. Heis itiled Primate of England ;
but the other is filed Primate of all England.
They are both prefidents of convocation in their
refpective diocefes, to which they call their
clergy whenever the king’s mandate is iflued for
that purpofe ; and prorogue and diflolve the con-
vocation as the king direéts. - They prefide over
other bifhops within their province ; appoint
coadjutors to them when they are infirm ; have
their court of arches to which appeals lie from
the courts of other bifthops; they have the
probat of wills, and the option of any one dig-
nity in the gift of every bifhop they confecrate
or confirm; at leaft the former has this pri-
vilege.

‘The bifhops confer holy orders, and confirm ;
they give minifters leave to preach, and perform
the other paftoral funttions of their feveral
diocefes. . They are all (except the bifhop of
Man) peers of the realm, and fit as Barozs in
the houfe of lords. The bifhops of London,
Durbam, and Winchefter, have always the pre-
cedence ; and the other bifhops according to
the priority of their confecration, oy

¢
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The deans and chapters were formerly a ftand-
ing council to the bithop, who lived in his
cathedral, and were maintained at his expence,
.:nll by degrees their dependence grew lefs, and
they had diftinét parcels of eitates afligned them

and were made collegiate bodies. Fhey have
now not only authority within their own body,
but fometimes ecclefiaftical jurifdiGtion in the
neighbouring parithes and deaneries, and gene-.
rally temporal jurifdiftion to hold courts of pleas
within their own manors. But there are alfo
deans where there are no chapters, as at Croydon
in Surry, Battle in Szﬁ”r, Bocking in Effex, &c.
who have a peculiar jurifdi&tion to themfelves.
There are likewife honorary deans, who have
no jurifdiction, as the deans of the Chapel Royal,

St. George’s chapel at Windfor, and thofe of
Rippon and Guernfey. f

‘There were formerly ruml deans or arch-
preibyters. who aéted under the bithop and arch-
deacon, and had the care of thofe difiricts called
Deaneries, into, which our diocefes are fill di-
vided ; but their authority and ufe is now almoft
at an end, very few diocefes have any, and
where they ftill fubfit they feem to be of no
con.requenfe to the church.

The arch-deacon, who is likewife an affiftant
to the bifhop, was chofen formerly from among
the deacons ; but is now, b/ the aét of unifor-
mity, obliged to be in priefts orders: and as the
blﬂ]Op makes a vifitation of his diocefe 0u1y once
in three years, ’tis the duty of the arch-deacon
to vifit for him the other two.

Thefe
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Thefe are the epifcopal clergy ; but there are
various other minifters and teachers in Greas
Britain, belonging to the feveral fe@s allow’d
and protetted by the government, the moft con-
fiderable of which are the Prefbyterians ; but
they are perhaps not {o numerous as is imagined,
for many fe&s are deem’d Prefbyterians for no
other reafon but becaufe they agree with them
in reje&ing epifcopacy.

Of the NopILITY.

NDER the title of Nobilizy are included
all dukes, marquifes, earls, Vlfcounts, and
barons.

The title of duke was firftconferred on Edzwvard
prince of W ales commonly called the Black
Prince, who in the year 1335 was created duke
of Cornwall’; and whofe gallant exploits in the
battles of Crefly, and Poictiers, are mentioned
in our hiftory of England.

The title of marquis was firt conferred
on Robert de Vere, earl of Oxford, who in the
year 1385 was by Richard II. created marquis
of Dublin.

The title of vifcount was firlt given to Fobn
Beaumont, who was created vifcount Beaumont
by king Henry V1. in the year 1439.

The title of earl is very ancient, and was in
ufe among the Saxons ; but was firft given, with
jurifdiction oyer particular places by #7/liam the

Congueror,
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Conqueror, who {oon after he had obtained the
kingdom created earls of Arundel, Chefter, Com-
awall, and others, allotting each the third penny
arifing from the pleas in their refpe@ive eari-
doms : but they have now neither jurifdi&ion
nor third penny; however a fmall ftipend 1n
confideration thereof is paid them annually from
the Exchegyer.

The title of baron was eftablifhed {oon after
the conqueft, in lieu of the Saxon titis Thane.
As a baron is of the loweft rank of Nobility,
that term has been often ufed for the body of the
nobility colle&tively confidered ; for the wars
between the kings and nobles have been gene-
rally called the Barons Wars; every nobleman
being a baron tho’ he has a more exalted title.

The peers have many privileges, fuch as en-
trance, fufferage, and feats in parliament ; and
cannot be arrefted but in cafes of high-tieafon,
felony, breach of peace, condemnation in par-
liament, or contempt of the king : for all which
they are tried in the houfe of peers, as they
always are, even tho’ impeached by the com-
mons, except in cafes of appeal for murder.
Thofe who injure them are punithed by the
ftatute of fcandalum magnatum. 'They can pro-
tet their own fervants from arrefts ; and neither
the therff nor his officersiin many cafes are
allowed to fearch their houfes without the kino’s
order firft obtained, and figned by fix privy
counccllors,  Norare thefe all their privileges.

M. - Of
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Of the GENTRY.

HE Gentry, or lower Nobility, are

baronets, knights, and efquires, who,

together with the gentlemen of the long robe, .

ireeholders, merchants, tradefmen, yeomen,
publicans, and peafants, make up the commons
or * third eftate of the kingdom. '

From the nobility, clergy and gentry, are
chofen the privy council, and the great officers
and fecretarics of ftate; and that moftly at the

king’s pleafure, but not mtirely {o ; for there are’

fome who are always members of the privy
counal in confequence of their dignity and
offize, - :

‘The Great Oficers of State have rank and pre-
cedence to all of their own dignity, and fome
of them even to thofe of a fuperior title, as

may be feen in the following lift of the order of
precedency ; and all members of the privy coun-
cil; tho’ commoners, are filed Right Honour-
able, and their perfons are facied.

* The three Eftates of the Kingdom, properly fo called,
are the lords fpiritnal, the lords tempoial, and the com-
mons; tho’ fome writers make the king one of the three
eftates, the lords {piritual and temporal united, anather,
2nd o with the commons make up the number ; this divi-
fion however is erroncous, as may be proved by the tefii-
oy of feveral fatut

s,
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The Qrder of Precedency.
The King and all the Prixces of the blood.

Thefe fix precede all Dukes.
Archbithop of Canterbury.
Lord Chancellor, or Keeper.
Archbithop of 1%r4.
Lord Treafurer.
Lord Prefident.
Lord Privy Seal.

Thefe precede all of their own degree.
Lord Great Chamberlain.of Englard,
Lord Marfhal of Englard.

Lord High Admiral.

Lord Steward of the Houthold.
Lord Chamberlain of the Houfhold,
Secretaries of State.

Then the dukes that are not in office, mar-
quiffes, dukes cldeft fons; earls, marquifles
eldeft fons; dukes younger fons ; vifcounts,
earls eldeft fons ; barons, earls younger fons,
vifcounts eldeft fons, barons eldeft fons, knights
of the garter, guatenus tales; privy counfellors,
chancellor and under-treafurer of the Excheguer,
chancellor of the dutchy, lord chief juftice of the
King’s Bench, mafter of the Rolls, lord chief
juftice of the Common Pleas, lord chief baron of
the Exchequer, other judges and barons of the
degree of the coif of the faid courts, bannerets -
made under the king’s banner or ftandard dif-
played in an army royal in open war, and the
king perfonally prefent ; vifcounts younger {fons,

arons -younger fons, baronets, knights ban-
nerets of a mean creation, knights of the Barh,

d M 2z knights
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knights bachelors, mafters in chancery, colonels,
ferjeants at law, do&ors, baronets eldeft fons,
efquires, lieutenant-colonels, majors, captaius,
gentlemen, &, '

All dukes, marquifles, eatls, vifcounts, and
barons, not filling any of the great offices in the
government, take place according to the {eniority
of their creation.

All nephews and grandfons of a king are
arch-dukes, and have the title of Highnefs.

All dukes eldeft fons have the title of Mar-
quifles, and the younger that of Lords, with
the addition of their Chriftian names, as Lord
T homas, Lord Fobn, &¢.

A marquis’s eldeft fon has the title of Lord of
fome place, and by the courtefy of England that
of an earl, but fhall give place to an earl ; and
the younger fons are lords ; as lord 7, homas, lord
Fobn, &c.

An earl’s eldeft fon is born a vifcount, and
has the title of Lord of fome place. His youngeft
{ons are not lords, but take place of baronets.—
All his daughters are ladies.

A-vifcount’s eldeft fon is no lord, nor his
daughters ladies ; and therefore the eldef fon,
and the cldeft daughter of the firft vifcount of
Enylend is faid to be the firf Gentleman and
Gentlewoman without title; yet a vifcount’s
eldeft fon is faid to be born a baron.

Their titles are as follows. A duke, moff
noble 5, @ marquis, moff honourable ; and the earl,
vifcount, and baron, all right honourable *.

* But for a proper method of addreffing perfons of
diftinction, either in writing or difcourfe, fee the intro-

A
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A nobleman, whether Exngli/b or Foreign, who
hath his tide of nobility only from a foreign
monarch or ftate, though he comes into England
by the king’s fafe conduét, and though the king
#ile him by his title of dignity, will, in all our
law proceedings, have no notice taken of his
nobility.

* Note alfo, That the higheit and loweft degrees
“ of nobility are-univerfally acknowledged ; for a
knight, Engli/bman or Foreigner, is a knight in all
nations.  Alfo, if the emperor, or any foreign
king, come into this realm by fafe conduct,
as he ought, (for a king or abfolute prince,
though he be in league, may not enter this land
without licence) in this cafe he fhall here fue,
and be fued, by the name of Ewperor, or
King.

T g G B 1 BB GRS
‘Of the GREAT OFFICERS of the Crown,

TH E great officers of the crown were ori,
ginally nine, viz. The Lord High Steward,
Lord Chancellor, Lord High Treafurer, Lord Pre-
fident, Lord Pricy Seal, Lord Great Chamberlain,
Lord High Conflable, Earl Marfpal, and Lord
High Adwiral; thefe however have been greatly
mutilated and changed, as will be feen by the
following account.

duéion to the book of Letters on the moft compon as well
as important cccafions in life, printed for F Newbery 10
St. Paul’s church-yard, price 2 s. bound,

£ 3 The
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The Loxp Hice STewaRD of England was
anciently the higheft officer under the king, but
his power was fo great, that it was thought im-
prudent to truft it in the hands of a fubjeét.
Henry of Bolinbroke, afterwards king of England
was the laft who had a ftate of inheritance in
this high office ; and fince his time this place is
only filled occafionally to officiate at coronations,
to arraign peers, &J'c. which when over he opeuly
breaks a white ftaff in his hand, and puts a
period to his power.

The Lorp Hrcu CrancerLLor, (fo cailed,
becaufe all patents, commiffions, warrants, £5¢.
coming from the king, and perufed by him, are
figned if right, or cancelled where wrong) is,
now there is no Lord High Steward, the greateft
perfon in the kingdom, next thofe of royal blood,
in-civil affairs 5 as the archbifhop of Canterbury is
in affairs ecclefiaftical.  His office is to keep ‘the
king’s great-feal, and he has a court to moderate
the rigor of common law, where he is to judge
according to equity, confcience, and reafon :
he by his office beftows all ecclefiaftical benefices
in the king’s books under twenty pounds ger
arnum. He 1s fworn to do right to all people,
to counfel the king truly, to keep fecret the
king’s counfel, not to fuffer the rights of the
crown to be diminithed, €. This high office
is held during the king’s pleafure.

The Lorp Hicu TREasURER is the third
great oflicer of the crown. It is conferred cn
him by the king’s delivering to him a flafl, and
he holds the ofiice during the king’s pleafare.
But fince the Revolution, this office has generally

beea
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been executed by feveral commiffioners, who are
called Lords of the Treafury. Their office is to
take charge of all the king’s revenues kept in
the Exchequer, and to fuperintend all the officers
employed in collefting the impofts, cuftoms,
and tributes, &Jc. belonging to the crown.
They have the gift of ‘all the places of  the
cuftoms in all the ports of England 5 and in
commiffion with others, they let leafes of all
lands belonging to the crown.

The Lord PresipenT of the king’s privy
council, is the fourth great officer, whofe office
is as ancient as the time of king 7obn. This
lord is to attend upon the king, to propofe bufi-
- nefs at the council table, and to make report to
his majefty of the tranfattions there. His office
is held by patent during theking’s pleafure. -

The Lorp Privy-SeaL is the fifth great
officer, and a lord by his office. Through his
- hands pafs all charters and grants of the king,
and pardons fign’d by his majefty before they
come to the Great-Seal of England; and other
matters of lefs moment which do not pafs by
the Great-Seal.  All thefe however firft pafs the
Signet in the {ecretary’s office, which being
direéted. to the Lord-Privy-Seal, is his warrant
for fixing the Privy-Seal to the grant; and the
Priyy-Seal is an authorify to the Lord Chancellor,
_(or Lord-Keeper) to pals the Great-Seal, when
the nature of the grant requires it. All thefe
officers are to take care that the grant be not
againft any law or cuftom, and if it be, ’tis their
duty to inform his majefty of it, and to withhold
their feal of office. 'The Lord Frivy-Seal is by

his
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his place, of the king’s privy-council, and there-
fore befides his oath of Lord Privy-Seal, 1s
obliged to take that of Priwy-Counfellor.

The Lorp GreaT CHAMBERLAIN of Eng-
land is the fixth great officer of the crown. IHis
office is of great ‘antiquity. To him belongs
livery and lodging in the king’s court. On the
coronation-day he prefents to the king all his
- robes, and other parts of royal attire ; as alfo
- with the gold that is to be offered ; and after his
majefty is drefled and gone forth, he has all the

king’s night apparel, and the furniture of his
bed-chamber for his fees. He alfo ferves the
king that day before and after dinner with
water to wafh his hands, and takes to himfelf
the bafons and towels as a perquifite.  He has
alfo forty ells of crimfon velvet allowed for his
own robes, and in the proceflion he walks with
his coronet, and a white ftaff in his hand. To
him belongs the care of providing all things in
the houie of lords in the time of parliament ;
alfo the government of the whole palace of
Weftminfter. He iflues out warrants for furnifh-
ing Wefiminfler-hall againft coronations, and
trials of peers, &fc.  The gentleman-ufher,
yeoman-ufhers, and door-keepers, are under his
command, He difpofes of the fword of ftate
to what lord he pleafes to be carried before the
king, and goes himfelf on the right-hand of
the {fword next the king’s perfon, and the lord-
marfhal on the left. On all folemn occafions
the keys of Wefiminfler-ball, court of wards, and
cowrt of requefts, are delivered to him, Heis

not
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not to have precedence of dukes, but according
to his creation.

There are certain fees due to this officer from
all peers of therealm at their creation, or when
they do their homage; and from all bifhops,
when they do their homage to the king.

The Lorp Hicu ConsTaBrLk, was the

feventh great officer of the crown ; but his pow-
er and jurifdiGtion was fo great, that fince the
death of the duke of Buckingham m 1521,
it has been thought imprudent to truft it in
the hands of any fubje&t; and therefore this
office is now at an end ; except on coronations
(and formerly at {olemn trials of combat) when
an officer is created to aflift at the ceremony, and
his power ends with it. He anciently fat as
judge in the marfhal’s court, and took place of
the earl-marfhal. :
"The EarL MarsuaL oF Excrand is the
eighth great officer of the crown, and takes cog-
nizance, as the high conftable did, of all mat-
ters of war, and arms, wherein he is commonly
guided by the civil law. This officer, with the
afliftance of the king at arms, and heralds,
marfhals and orders the proclamation, and coro-
nation- of our kings and queens, alfo that of
their marriages, funerals, cavalcades, royal in-
terviews, feafts, &Jc. as well as the proclama-
tions of peace and war. He is likewife the
judge of the coats of arms, and of the pedigrees
of the nobility and gentry, and has a court of
chivalry in the common hall of the college of
heralds, London, where they fit as his council or

afliftants in their rich coats of arms. ,
Whao-
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Whoever defires a coat of arms, muft apply
by petition to the earl-marfhal, and to his peti-
tion annex a certificate of his being qualified
for it. This being approved of, the earl-mar-
thal dire&ts an order to Garter king at arms, and
to another of the kings at arms of the province
where the petitioner refides, to devife arms for
“him, and prepare him a grant, with the coat
blazon’d in colours in the margent thereof. In
which grant all cther perfons are expreflly for-
bid to wear the fame coat at their peril.

This office has been long hereditary in the
duke of Norfolk’s family, and the prefent duke
officiates by his deputy the earl of Efingham.
" There were anciently {everal courts held by
the earl-marfhal, but at prefent there is only
that of the college of Heralds, and the Mar/bal-
Jea.
The Loep Hicre ApMIrAL oF EncLAaND, 1S
now no more, that office being executed by feve-
ral commiffioners, who are called Lords of the
Admiralty, and who' have the management of
all maritime affairs, and the government of the
royal navy, with a power of judging and deter-
mining all maritime cafes.

They take cognizance of all things done
upon the {ea, and upon the fea-coafts in all ports,
havens, and rivers, below the firft bridge from
the fea, in any part of the world. They com-
miffion vice-admirals, rear-admirals, and all
captains of his majefty’s fhips of war, and ap-
point deputies for the care of particular coaits,
and coroners to examine dead bodies found on
the fea coalt, or atfea; they alfo appoint judges

for
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for their court of admiralty, and may imprifon,
releafe, (9c.

As the fea is beyond the limits of our com-
mon law, the civil law is made ufe of in the
the court of admiralty ; but fome criminal mat-
ters, fuch for inftance, as piracy and murder,
are tried in this court by a jury and the common
law, by a fpecial commiflion from the king to
the lord high admiral, and fome of the judges fit
as commiffioners.

The cuftoms and former decrees of this court
are there of force for deciding controverfics, and
- there is a court of equity under it, to determine
differences between merchants.

To the office of admiralty belong all penalties
and amercements of all tranfaélions within their
jurifdiction; a!fo all the goods of pyrates or
felons condemn’d or outlaw’d; thipwrecks,
goods floating on the fea, or caft away on the
thore, (where not granted to lords of manors
on the fea-coaft) and a fhare of all lawful prizes.
To which we may add, all the great fith, com-
monly called Royal Fi/b, except the Whale and
the Sturgeon.

Of the SRCRETARIES of STATE.

The kings of England had formerly but one
fecretary of ftate. but towards the latter end of
Henry VIII. the bufinefs of this office being in-
creafed, as has been fthewn in the former part of
this work, it was thought fit to employ two
perfons in the difcharge of that important office,
who fhould have equal authority, and be i)?t}(;

ftile
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ttiled Principal Secretaries of State. 'Thefe offi-
cers, till the reign of queen Elizabeth, never
fet at the council-board, but having prepared
their bufinefs in a room next the council-
- chamber, they came in and placed themfelves
on either fide the fovereign, and nothing was
debated by the council ’ull the fecretaries had
laid before them their propofals; but as that
queen feldom came to council the ancient method
was altered, and the fecretaries feated themfelves
at the council-table, which place they have en-
joyed ever fince, and a privy-council is feldom
or never held, unlefs one of them is prefent.

The correfpondence with ‘all parts of Grear
Britain, relating either to the church, the army,
tne militia, grants, pardons, or of whatever
nature it may be, is carried on indifferently by
either fecretary of flate, and to one of thefe
the people thould apply in all cafes of emer-
gency, diftrefs, and danger, that the affair may
be reprefented by them to the king, and privy-
council, in order to obtain relief: But as for
foreign affairs, all the nations that have any in-
tercourfe with Great Britain, are divided into the
northern and fouthern provinces.

We have already taken notice of the honour
that is due to them, and their rank of pre-
cedency.

They have apartments appointed them in all
the king’s palaces, as well for their own accom-
modation as for their office and dependants;
and have befides a fettled allowance from the
king in falary and a penfion of 2000 L per anuum
gach, and board wages.. The

~
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The {ecretaries and clerks they employ are of
their own election, and have no dependance on
any other power or perfon.

That feal of the king which is properly called
the Signez, is always in cuftody of the fecretaries
of ftate ; and its ufe and application gives title
to the Signet office, which conftantly attends the
court, and has four clerks, who wait by months
alternately to prepare fuch things as are to pafs
the fignet, for the privy-feal, or great feal.

There is alfo the Pager-Office, depending on
the fecretaries of ftate, which is -very ancient,
and the keeper thereof hath in charge all the
publick papers, writings, matters of ftate, and
council ; all letters of intelligence, negociations
of the king’s publick minifters abroad, and all
the papers and difpatches that pafs the offices of
the two fecretaries of ftate ; which are, or ought
to be, carefully depofited here, by way of poli-
tical library.

I cannot quit this fubje& without obferving,
that England is generally happy when thefe high
offices are filled by perfons who fhare equally the
confidence of the king, and the confidence of
the people.

Of the Pr1vy CounciL,

The privy council feems at prefent to be the
primum mobile of our civil government, and is
compofed of perfons eminent for their wifdom
and integrity, who are able to advife his majefty
upon all emergencies, and tq Lear part of that

N greal
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great weight of government which would other-
wife lay too heavy upon him.

This court is of great antiquity, for the pri-
mitive government in England was by the king
and his privy council. Matters of great impor-
tance, even between one {ubject and another,
have been anciently determined by this court;
and formerly thejudges of England in many diffi-
cult cafes refufed to give judgment ’tiil they had
1aid the matter before the king and privy council.
Nay, the lords and commons in parliament
affembled, have frequently referred matters of
high moment to them, as fuppofing that from
their experience they were better judges of the
matter ; or that it was more prudent the {ubje&t
fhould be-debated thus privately, than by both
houfes of parliament.

At prefent, however, there are few or no
«cafes brought before the king and council, that
may be determined in the common courts of
jufiice. Their bufinefs now is the bufinefs of
the nation in general ; they take cognizance
only of matters of complaint and fudden emer-
gences, and have in traft the honour of his
majefty, and the welfare of his kingdoms.
The afairs of Ireland however, and the plan-
tations, are ftill very much under the jurifdiction
of this court,

The king, with the advice of his privy
council, may publifh proclamations, which are
binding to the fubjed, if not contrary to the
fatute or common law ; and this court has

power to enquire into all crimes and trefpafles
againft

SR AT P —
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againft the government, and to commit the
delinquents into fafe cuftody in order for their
trial.  'The king is often prefent at their
debates, in which the loweft councellor delivers
his opinion firft, and the reft fucceed him ’all it
comes to the king (if prefent) who then gives
his judgment, and determines the debate. But
when the king is abfent, the matter is determined
without him by the prefident (whofe office we
hawe already defcribed) and he makes report
thereof to his majefty. The king, though
prefent, may conceal whathe pleafes from the
privy council, and communicate his thoughts to
a fele@ council chofen out of this body, called
the Cuabinet Council, with whom his majefty
often determines fuch affairs as are of great im-
portance, and requires the utmoft {ecrefy.

The members of the privy council are of the
king’s own eletion, except thofe who are privy
councellors in confequence of office; and he
may have what number he pleafes. They are
fworn to counfel and advife the king truly and
juftly, according to the beft of their abilities,
and to keep facred the king’s council: By the
force of which oath, and the cuftom of the
kingdom, a privy councellor is made without
any patent or grant, and continues during the
life of the king, or during the king’s pleafure.

There are ftated days appointed for their
meeting in council; but on cafes of emergency
they are fummon’d at any time, and when the
king is prefent they fit bare-headed. A council .
is feldom or never held withont the prefence of
one of the fecretaries of ftate (wholfe office we

N 2 ; have
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have already defcribed) fince they generally lay
before the board the mattér in quettion.

A privy counfellor, though but a gentleman,
has precedence of all knights, and younger fons
of vifcounts and barons, and is ftiled #ight bo-
nourable: but the council itfelf is called 7o ho-
nouiable.

Of the PARLIAMENT ¢f GREAT-BRITAIN.

ITOSE who have read our Hiftory

of England will perceive that parlia-
ments had being even in the reign of the Saxoz
kings; but how the commons were then re-
prefented, is not fo certain, nor is a knowledge
of that matter to be any how obtained; for
there are no fummons’s of them upon record
before the 4gth of Henry IlI. at which time they
began to be a diftinét houfe.

It is generally fuppofed, and with great pro-
bability, that our parliament derived its origin
from the parliaments, affemblies, and diets of
the northern nations, the form of which was
brought in by the 4nglo-Saxons. But thefe meet-
tings were not {o frequent under the firft’ Saxon
kings, as under the Plantagenets ; when the
parliament began to make a formidable figure,
and in fome reigns affumed great authority and
power; being excited thereto by the weaknefs
of the Prince ; his avarice, profufenefs or adhe-
rence to fome flattering favourite. Not ?ut

that
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that ambition has alfo had its weight in the fcale;
for the vanity and turbulence of fome tempers
have generally aided thefe fort of enter-
prizes.

When the fums expended by the king ex-
-ceeded the yearly revenues fixed by the fate,
(being applied to different purpofes from what
they were intended, or wantonly lavifhed on
fawning favourites) new taxes became neceffary,
which were oppofed by 'all thofe who had no
fhare of the plunder, or were too righteous to
connive at proceedings fo deftructive to the com-
munity ; and, after feveral infurrettions, they,
in the reign of king Fobn, affTumed to them{elves
a power of not fuffering the king to levy any
other taxes than fuch as had been granted him -
by the flates of the kingdom; and this power
they alfo confirmed to themfelves under the
reign of his fon Henry IIl. who being always
in want of money, convened his parliaments
more frequently than ufual, and in thefe affem-
blies they came to fuch refolutions as almoft de-
firoyed the authority of the crown. ’Tis true,
he endeavoured to fhake off their fhackles, but
in fuch a manner, as ferved only to intangle
him the more; not by prudence, oeconomy,
and cultivating a good underftanding with his
people, but by bribing one parliament to repeal
the alts of a former ; which inflamed the miinds
of his fubje@ts, excited new troubles, drained
his coffers, and rendered the feeble fill more
infirm : befides, thefe members of his own pro-
curing, who knew his weaknefs, would do
him no fervice but what was paid for: and

N 3 thus



138 Of the PARLIAMENT

thus, whether obflinate or humble, the parlia-
ment had ever the upper-hand of the king.

But the cafe has been very different in the
reign of princes renowned for their prudence
and martial exploits; for, in the days of Edward
III. Henry IV. V. VIL VIIL and queen Eliza-
beth, the parliament, either through refpect to
their adtions, or in dread of their refentment,
did little more than carry their commands into
execution; and, notwithflanding our boafted
liberties, the ftate of government in thefe reigns
was little other than that of abfolute monarchy ;
nor does it appear that there was any fafe per-
manent, and eftablifhed liberty for the {fubje&
¢l “the revolution. The freedom of parlia-
ments, however, and the dignity of the crown,
feem now to be both fixed upon a bafis not -
eafily to be fhaken; corruption may indeed
creep in, but will never be able to undermine
the fabric ; for the oppofite parties that are fub-
fifting, and ever jealous of each other, will pre-
vent any encroachment, either on' the fide of
the crown, or of the people,and that is the only
ufe parties are of in this nation. An equili-
brium, however, between the parties, fhould be
maintained, or they may be produlive of mif-
chief,

*T'was the mutual oppofition between the
champions of the court, and the champions of
the country, inflamed and carrigd beyend all
bounds of difcretion, that occaficned, the death
of king Charles 1. a melancholy circuinitance,
which, T hope, will never be forgot; fince it 15
an ufeful ledon to politicians, and fhews how

ablo-
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abfolutely unfafe it is to place too much power
on either fide. The parliament of that time,
likke the pheenix in the fable, defiroyed itfelf;
-it had too much power to fubfift; and, in or-
der to maintain their encroachments, were ob-
liged to delegate fo much power to others,
that thofe very creatures whom they had em-
ployed as their {ervants, became their mafters.
They were the dupes of Cromwwell, and the
fport of the foldiery : hence the death of the
king, and hence the Rump Parliament for ever

to be ridiculed and remembered. ;
The defign of parliament, as we havealready
obferved, is to keep up the contlitution, fupport
the honour of the crown, maintain the privileges
of the people, raife fubfidies, make laws, and
redrefs grievances. 'Their fitting is appointed
40 days after royal proclamation, with the ad-
vice of the privy council. The lord chan-
cellor iffues writs to the lords fpiritual and tem-
poral, to appear at the time and place appointed ;
and to the fheriffs, commanding them to fum-
mon the people to eleft as many knights, ci-
tizens, and burgefles in their refpective counties,
a5 are to fit in the houfe of commons; a writ is
alfo direéed to the privy-council in Scozland for
ele(ting 16 peers and 45 commons. When 1t
happens that a burgefs is eleted for 2 boroughs,
he muft declare to the houfe for which he will
ferve, that a writ may be iffued out for a new
eletion at the other place.  And that thefe re-
prefentatives may be in circumitances {uffici-
ently eafy to preferve them from the temptation
of betraying their truft, every candidate for a
county
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county in England ought to be poffeffed of an
eftate of 600/ per annum; and every candidate
for a city or borough of 3c0/. per annum.

As the time, fo is the place of the parlia-
ments fitting appointed by the fovereign, though
it is ufually at #efminficr, the lordsi a large
room, the commons in a larger, with a com-
munication between them. At the opening,
the king goés to the houfe in his royal robes,
the crown on his head, and the fword of ftate
carried before him ; his majefty fits under a ca-
nopy, on a throne, in a chair of ftate; the tem-

oral lords are in their fcarlet robes of ftate, and
the {piritual lords in their epifcopal habit ; on the
king’s right-hand there is a feat for the Prince
of Wales or his heir apparent, and on his left
another for the fecond fon.

_ On the king’s right hand, next the wall, the
two archbifhops fit on a form by themfelves. Be-
low them, the bithops of London, Durban, and
Winchejier 5 and all the other bithops, according
to the order of their confecration.

The lord treafurer, lord prefident, and lord
privy-feal {it upon forms on the king’s left-hand,
above all dukes, except thofe of the royal blood.
Then the dukes, marquifes, and earls, accord-
ing to their creation. !

Crofs the room are placed the woolfacks, on
the firft of which, before the throne, fits the
lord chancellor, as fpeaker of the houfe of lords,

with the great feal and mace lying by him ; be-

low which are forms crofs the room for the vif
counts and the barons, who fit in order accord-
5 ing

P R P
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ing to their creation, except thofe who have
precedence by virtue of their places.

The judges, mafters in chancery, and king’s
council, who, when called upon, are to give
their advice in point of law, fit on the other
woolfacks. But they all ftand up till the king
gives them leave to fit.

The loweft woolfack is for the clerk of the
crown, and clerk of the parliament. The firft
concerned in all parliamentary writs and pardons,
and the laft in keeping the records of all that
paffes in parliament. 'This clerk has two under-
clerks, who, kneeling behind the woolfacks,
write upon it.

No perfon of the Romif} religion can fit in ei-
ther houfe, nor zny member vote, till he has
taken the oaths to the government.

When his majefty 1s not at the houfe, the
lords bow to the chair of ftate; and fo thould
all do who enter the king’s prefence-chamber.

When the 4ing comes to parliament, the uther of
the black rod is commanded to call the houfe
of commons to attend his mijefly immediately in
he houfe of peers ; he is the king’s firft gentleman-
uther, and carries a black rod in his hand ; he
fits without the, barr of the houfe, and what
peers or other perfons they think proper to com=
mit for any trefpafs, areleft to his cuflody ; he
has a deputy, a yeoman-ufher, that waits at the
door within, and a crier without.

The commons being come, ftand without the
bar, and the 4/zg commands them, by the lord
chancellor, to chufe one of their members for

their fpeaker, and to prefent him in a day or
two ;
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two; fometimes this is done by the lord chan-
cellor only.

The commons being returned to their houfe,
chufe a fpeaker, who ought to be a perfon of
great experience and abilities, efpecially in par-
liamentary aflairs ; for the fpeaker, being the jirff
commaner of the lund, is the mouth of the houfe,
and fo neceflary, that the commons are properly
no houfe, i. e. can do no bufinefs without him.

“The choice being made, ’tis a cullom for the
party to decline the office ; but he is anfwered
with a fall confent upon his name, and two of
the principal members lead him to the {peaker’s
chair, where being fet, they return to their
places.

At the day appointed for his prefentation to
the 4ing, his majefty being come, the commons
are called in. ‘The mew fpeaker is introduced,
urges his incapacity, and refufes his office ; but
the king not allowing it, he makes a fpeech to
his majefty, and generally concludes with thefe
petitions, That the commaons may, during their
Sfitting, have free accefs to bis majefty 5 that they
may. bave freedom of [peech in their houfe, and
be free from arrefis. Thefe requelts being grant-
ed, the king makes a fpeech to both houfes of
parliament, concerning fuch matters as he thinks
fit to lay before them; then he Jeaves both
houfes to their private debates, and the com-
mons return to their own houfe, the mace being
carried (as ufual) before their {peaker.

His majefty never comes to parliament after
this, but to lay frefh important affairs before

them; to give aflent to the bills paffed, or clofe
the
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the fefion. Whenever he goes in ftate, there’s
a difcharge of z1 guns, and the {fame at his re-
tarn. -

Of the proceedings of both houfesin their de-
bates and paffing of bills.

The firt thing the commons do after his ma-
jefty's ‘approbation of their fpeaker, is to open
the fe/fions, by reading a bill the firft time, al-
ways prepared by the clerk, and ordered to be
read a fecond time, though it is {eldom taken
any farther notice of, and then they appoint the
grand committees, for privileges and eletiions, for
grievances, trade, and religion.

The ftanding committees being fettled, a pri-
vate one is generally appointed to draw up an
addvefi of thanks to the king for his moft gra-
cious fpeech, wherein they commonly exprefs a
cheerful difpofition to concur with his majefty
in thole things he has laid before them ; the
like is done in the houfe of lords.

As the chief bufinefs of pailiament is to make
new laws, revive or abrogate old ones; what-
ever is propofed for a law, is firft put in writing,
and called a 4///. Any member may offer a
bill for the public good, but he muft firft give
reafon for the admitting thereof, which is called
making @ motiorr; upon which the heufe may
either grant or deny it.

. Subfidy bills for taxes are not to be brought in
but by order of the houfe ; and whereas all other
bills may begin in cither houfe, thefe always

begin
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begin in the houle of-commons : the reafon is,
becaufe the greatelt part of the monies belong
to the commons. :

If any member defire a law in force to be al-
tered or repealed, he muit firft move the houfe,
and give reafons for it ; if the houfe allow the
motion, he moves that the a& be read, and then
gives his reafons for the alterations he propofes
«o haye made, or the a&t repealed, their ufual
way is to appoint fome of the members to
bring in a bill for that purpofe.

Leave muft be alfo given to bring in a pri-
vate bill, and the fubftance made known either
by motion or petition. Petitions are ufually pre-
fented by the members of the county, or place
the petitioners are of if they concern private
perions, they are to be fubfcribed, and the per-
fons prefenting them called to the bar, to avow
the fubftance of the petition, efpecially if it be
a complaint againft an offender.

Every bill, before it is a law, muft be read
three times in each houfe, and then obtain the
royal affent 5 for, as each houfe has the privilege
of a negative Voice, {fo the fovereign is free to
confirm or rejet the bill; however, a bill of in-
demnity, from the throne is read but once in each
houfe, they being to take it as the fovereign
is pleafed to give it.

The fpeaker, and fometimes the boxfe, direlts
the clerk what bill to read, which he does with
an audible voice, and then delivers it td the
fpeaker who rifing from his chair, ftands un-
covered, and holding the bill in his hand, fays,

ihis bill is thus intituled, and reads the title ;hhe ~
then
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then opens the fubftance of it, and declares,
that it is the firf! time of reading this bill, ard
delivers it again to the clerk, -

The {peaking for, or againff a bill, is com-
monly put off till the fecond reading, that the
members may have time to confider of it ; for it

- feldom happens that a bill is read twice in one
day, except bills of fettlement.

Bills of fettlement, naturalization, ¢, for
any of the royal family, may pafs through both
houfes the fame day it is brought in,

On the fecond reading, which is in like man-
ner as the firlt, debates arife, afer which the
houfe ufually calls for committing the bill, i. e.
either for referring it to a commitzee of the whole
horfe, or a felet commitiee 5 the latter confifts of
feveral members, nominated by the houfe, with
the time and place appointed for their meeting
whoever {poke againit the bill muft not be of
the committee ; for he cannot be a proper perfon
to help to prepare it; and when the #:// has
pafled through the commitree, it is ordered to be
ingro/ffed.

If a bill begun in the commons, happens at
firt reading to be debated pro and con, the
~houfe calls for the queftion, which is, ahether
the bill fhall be rejected ;s and not avhether the
bill fhall be read the fecond time, which is the
ufual way; but a bill coming from the lrds,
fo much refpeé is fhewn, that if it be fpoke
againft on the firft reading, and the /peaker prefs'd
to put the queftion, he makes it firft for the fe-
cond reading; if that be denied, then for r¢-

‘ Q Jedlion 3
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Jjection 5 it being prudent to confider the bill, be-
fore it be put to fuch hazard,

If the majority be for rejeiting, the clerk writes
rejelied in the journal, and indorfes it fo on the -
‘back of the bill ; and it can be read no more that
feflion, unlefs materially altered both in body
and title ; if the woice be to have the bill re--
tained, then itis read a fecond time. °

Whoever Jfpeaks to a bill, 1s uncovered, and
direG@s himfelf to the fpeaker; if two arife to
{peak, the ficaker determines which fhall give
way ; he that fpeaks, is to be heard out zzin-
terrupted, unlels the difcourfe be not to the
purpofe ; in which cafe the fpeater may check
him. ) |
None are to fpeak twice, unlefs by way of
explication, or when a 4:ll is twice read ; if what |
one fays be confuted by another, he muft not.
reply the fame day, unlefs the houfe be turned
intoa committee 3 and then, if the chairman thinks:
proper, every one may fpeak to it as often as|
‘he pleafes. If the jpeaker does not, any mem-
ber may {peak to what is done contrary to or=|
der of the boufe. - Whoever mentions the o7ders
in a debate, mult not fpeak to the matter itfelf;
for if fo, the fpeaker or other member reprimands;
him. 9
The fpeaker is not to argue for or againft s
he is to fee orders obferved, hear the arguments,
and colleft the fubftance ; he has no voice but
vhen the houfe is equally divided, and then,
the caffing wote. -4

No member is {0 mention the name of another’
in difcourfe, but to deicribe him by his title

or

g
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or addition, as, zhar moble lord, that worthy
knight or gemtleman, or by his office, as Mr.
Jerjeant, gentleman of the long rabe, &c. or by his
place, as the gentleman near the chair, near the
bar, or the other fide; or that gentleman wwhs
Jpoke Izf#5 or laft but one, and the like.

No refletions are to be ufed; and though
freedom of fpeech be a -privilege of the houfe,
yet what is {fpoken may be cenfured. If any
fpeaks offenfive words of the fovereign, he is
called to the bar, andon his knees reprimanded
by the fjeaker; if the offence be great, he is
fent to the Zower.

When a bi// that has been committed is re-
ported, the honfe commonly agrees to the re-
port in whole or in part; but when the matter
is of importance, the 4i// 1s fometimes recom-
mitted, and moft ufually to the fame commit-
tee,

A debate ended, the jpeaker puts the quefiion
for ingroffing ; if the majority be againft it, the
bill is thrown out; if for, ’tis ingrofs’d, and the
Jpeaker offers it fome days after to ‘be read a
third time for paffing ; and to prevent carrying
of bills with few voices, na 4l is put to the
pafling before 12 o’clock. , i
At the third reading of a bill, the fpeaker tells
the houfe, it is the #hird time, and with their
favour, will put it to the paffing 5 before he does
this, he paufes, that the members may f{peak
to it, if they pleafe; it fometimes happens at
the third reading, that a fieth debate arifes ;
but the bill is rarely recommitted, except for
fome particular claufe or provifo.

(@ 45 \ The
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The debate over, the Jpeaker puts the bill to
the vote, thus: 4 many as are of opinion that this
bill fhould pofs, Jay axe; and after the affirma-
tive, s many as are of the contrary opinion fay
~o ; upon which the jpeaker declares his opinion,
whether the ayes or the noes have it which
ftands as the judgment of the houfe, unlefs the
cafe be doubtful; then a motion is made for
dividing the houfe, and there is a rule that
determines which thall go out the ayes or
noes, the /peaker nominates two ayes and two noes,
to count the houfe, who have each a ftaff in his
hand, and counts the members that remain fit-
ting ; then the ze/lers go to the door, they ftand
two on each fide, as in oppofition, and count them
who went forth, as they ccme in; while this is
performing, no member is to fpeak or go out of
his place ; except fuch as go out upon the di-
vifion.

The houfe being numbered, the four rellers,
approaching the table, make 1hree Jolemm
bows to the chair, viz. the firff at the bar, the
Jecond in the middle of the florr, and the Jaf at
the zable, and then the two who are the rellers
for the majority, report the number ; which, if
equal, the ze/lers mix one and one, the oldeft
member or. baronct, or peer, taking the right-
hand ; upon which they all return to their places,
and the fpeaker reports. If it be carried in the
affirmative, the clerk enters refolved 5 if in the
negative, thus, the qucffion being put, &c. it
Payed in the negative,

If

]
!
|
1
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If the &ill paffed be originally of the houfe
of commons, the clerk writes within it, on the
top next the right-hand, Soit baillé aux feignourss
1. €. let it be fent to the lords ; but if it begun in
the lords houfe, he writes underneath the {ub-

~{cription of the lords, 4 ce bill les communes ont
affentex, 1. e. 1o this bill the commons agree.

The 4ill is carried to the lords, by feveral
members appointed by the houfe; and as they
come to the bar, with great refpe&, their /ord-
Jhips rife, and go foravard to meet them ; the zitle
of the 4ill is read by the chief manager, and de-
livered to the lord chancellor.

When a &:// is fent by the lords to the com-
mons, they fend no members, but maflers iz
chancery; and are always introduced by the
Jerjeant at arms, bowing thrice, and after read-
ing the title, and defiring it may be taken into
confideration, delivers it to the jpeaker,

But in meffages of importance, the lords fend
two judges to the houfe of commons, If either
houfe difagree upon a &ill, a conference is de-
manded, which is held in the painted chamber,
to which both houfes fend feveral managers to
argue upon the matter ; if they don’t agree, a
new confercnce is demanded ; and if it proves -
effeCtual, the billis lofl.

They wote in the houfe of lords, by begin-
ning at the loavef baron, and {0 upwards ; each
anfwering a part, content, or not content ; if the
woices are equal, the mnegative carries, it; the
fpeaker having mno vote, unlefs a peer of the
realm.,

O 3 In
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In the boufe of commons, ’tis ufual in the fef-
fion to call the houfe over : every member when
called, ftands up uncovered; the abfent, if not
excufed, are entered deficit (@ difaulter) and
fometimes fent for by the feijeant at arms; it
is common for members to afk leave to be ab-
fent for fome time, and it is readily granted.
There muft be 40 members prefent to confti-
tute a houfe of commons, and at leaft 8 in a
committee, but the full number of the houfe of
commons 15 §58.

When a full houfeis required, the ferjeant ar
arimns is fent to feek for members, at the court of
requefis, Weftimin Per-hally &c. and the members
are obliged to attend the bufinefls upon fecing
the ferjeant, who has the mace carried a-crois
a meflenger’s arms behind him.

Upon the death of a member, a warrant iflues
to the clerk of the crown for making a new
writ, directed to the fer/ff of the county where
the deceafed member ferved, in order to a new
eleciion.

RULES obferved by CoMMITTEES.

Upon the firft meeting of a committee, in
the committee-chamber, they chufe a chairman
among themfelves.

The committees muft not raze, interline, or
blot the b:ll, but muft mark amendments on a
different paper, and the number of the fu/ia

i

where the amendment is made, naming particu- .

larly the place ; the brewiare annexed to the bill

muit
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muft agree with it ; every amendment is voted
fingly, and when all are fettled, .read, and put
to the queftion, awhither: the fame Jball be re-
ported to the houfe. Before the queition’s pat,
any member of the commitiee may move toadd
to thofe amendments, or mend any other part
of the bill. :

If the amendments pafs, the chairman is to
make the reporz. He firft acquaints the houfe,
that he has a report to make from the commit-
' 7¢¢ to whom fuch a bill was committed ; which
being received by the houfe, the chairman ftand-
ing in his place, reads each of the amendments,
with the coberence in the &4ill, and gives the
reafons of the committee for all fuch amendments ;
this done, he delivers the 47/ and amendyents 1o
the clerk; whereupon any member may {peak
againft all or any of the amendments, and de-
fire the coberence to be read, but muft make all
his objeétions at once. _

Upon any' gteat bufinefs, like a money-bill,
the houfe refolves itfelf into a grand committee,
called a committee of the whole hoyfe ; when every
member may fbeak as often ashe thinks ne-
ceflary, and anlwer others; the fpeaker leaves
the chair, and a chairman is chofen, who fits in
the clerk’s place, and writes the proceedings of
the committee.

Bufinefs under confideration of this committee
commonly requires feveral fittings, the chairman
muft afk leave to fit again; when the matter is
debated, and it is thought fit to be refolved in
the houfe, the chairman having gone through
the i/, puts the queflion, zhat the Jame be

re=
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veported to the boufe. If the queftion be car-
vied in the affirmative, the fpeaker is called to the
chair, and the chairman reports what was re- |
folved in the committee, whereupon the houfe
proceeds as a boufe, not asa commirtee.

"‘The /ords have their committees, with this dif-
ference, that the judges and others of the /ong- |
robe, are fometimes joined to the lords of the
committee, though thev have no voice in the
houfe, and here they fit uncovered.

The jarliament during the feffion, may ad-
drefs the king, either each houfe feparately, or
jointly in the fame addrefs ; and thefe addreflcs
are prefented at a time appointed by his majefy,
fometimes in a body with the /peaker; but moft |
commonly by deputed members from each houfe,
and fuch as are of his majefly’s privy-council.

When &2lls are ready for royal cffent, the king 1

:
J
|
|

goes to the houfe in his robes, and the lords in
their robes, and the commons are fent for, the
clerk of the crown veads the title of each bill; |
and as he reads, the clerk of the parliament ac-
cording to inftrudtion, pronounces the royal

~ affent in thefe words; if a publick bill, the an-

|
fwer is, leroy le went 5 if private, Joit fuait comme 1
i eft defiré 5 if a money-bill, /e roy remercie fos §
loyaux fujells. accepte lewr benevolence &3 aufis la l
weut ; it a bill of indemnity, the return is from the i
lords and commons to his majefty in thefe words, |
les prelats, [eigneurs & communes en ce parlement &
aflemblex au nom de tous wos autres Jujets remercient
tres humblement woive majefie & prient dicu wos
donner en fanté bonne vie S longue ; if 2 billwhich |
shie king diflikes, /e rps’ averfera, the king will

confider §
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confider of it, which isa fort of civil denial. His
majefty by commiffion to fome peers, may give
his 7oyz/ affent to any bill without his pre-
fence.

Each houfe has a privilege to adjourn for fome
days; and the king may alfo adjourn them ;
and all 4://s in both houfes remain as they were,
and may be brought to an iffue the next
meeting ; but ’tis otherwife with a prorogation,
which makes a feffion 5 for all 4i/ls that have
pafled either or both houfes, and had not
the royal affent, are dropt, or. to be obtained
muft begin anew.

Lafily, it is {faid, the parliament is diffalved
when the houfe of commons is diicharged in
order to a new elelion. .

Diffolution and calling of parliament are coms
monly by proclamation.

Upon the #ing’s deceafe, if a parliament was
fitting, or in being, it was formerly 4i/folved of
courfe, he being the bead of the parliament ;
but to prevent confufions on that account, an
act pafied in the 4th of queen Azne, by which
it is declared, The parliament then fitting, or in
being, fball in that cafe continue for fix months,
unlefs fooner prorogued or diffolved by the next heir
to the crown in fuccelfion.~But, if there is'no
parliament in being, then the laff preceding par-
Liament fball immediately meet, fit, and alt, to all
intents and purpofes, as if the faid parliament
bad never been diffolved. The privy council,
and all offices civil and military, are alfo to con-
tinue for fix months: And it is Ahigh #rea-.
Jon in the privy council, not to proclaim the

nexg
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next fucceflor immediately ; the great benefit of

which aé& appear’d on the death of queen Anne.
Formerly the jerijf proclaimed the ads paffed

in a feflion, that none might pretend ignorance ; °

but that cuftom has been laid afide,’ fince print-
ing came in ufe. :

Of the Privvileges and Power of the Parliament.

There are three things in England, [aid a
great lawyer, the bounds of which are unknown ;
the royal prerogative, the peoples liberties, and
the privileges of parliament. As for the laft,
the houfe of lords are undoubtedly the hereditary
councellors of the crown, and have a judicial
power lodged in them by the conftitution. They
are the fupreme court of judicature, and from
them there lies no appeal.

One of the principal ends of parliament being
to defend the 7ights of the people, and redrefs
grievances, the chief care thereof lies in’ the
boufe of commons ; which is the grand inqueft of
the realm, fummoned from all parts to examine
and re&ify public diforders, and to prefent public
delinquents ; fuch as evil councellors, judges,
and magiftrates. Parliaments are a check there-
fore to dangerous defigns, and to wicked mini-
fters.

When the parliament fit, the commons im-
peach, and the /ords are judges. The commons
inform, prefent and manage the evidence ; and
the /ords, after trial, give judgment. The cor-
smons by their privilege can impeach the highelt
peer in the kingdom; but the lerds cannot pro-

e g ST ER LAY
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ceed againft 2 commoner, except on a complaint
from the commons. :

In acafe of mifdemeancur, the lords Jpiritual
and zemporal ave judges ; if the crime be capitaly
the bi/bsps ablent themfelves during trial. For

by an ordinance made at Weftminficr in
‘Henry 11d’s reign, all clergymen are forbid

' agitare judicium Jangdinis, to meddlein any cafe
where life is at ftake, on pain of being de-
prived of order and dignity.

Formerly, members were free from arrefts, or
imprifonment, except for treafon or felony, during
the feflion, and forty days before and after ; which
privilege extended to theirfervants, . attending
the houfe. But this privilege ceafes, after proro-
gation or diffolution, till the prorogued parliae
ment be re-affembled, or a new parliament meet, *
It alfo ceafes upon adjournment of the houfes for
above 14 days, *till they meet again. Upon the
rifing of parliament, the plaintiff is at liberty to
proceed to judgment and execution. No action

~ for debt due to the crown fhall be impeach’d,
flayed, or delayed, under pretence orf privilege
of parliament. But the perfon of the debtor,
whether commoner or peer of the realm, fhall be,
free from arrefts or imprifonment, during the con-
tinuance of the privilege of parliament. '
The lords fpiritual and temporal nay appoint
proxies to vote in their ftead ; but muit enter
them in perfon at the beginning of parliament.
During the feflion, all members of the houfe
of commons are free from {ferving on juries; Or
attending trials in inferior courts of judicature.

The
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The parliament, with royal affent, can do any
- thing that is not repugnant to juftice. They
may revive or abrogate old laws, make new,
fettle the fucceflion to the crown, determine
doubtful rights where no law is made, appoint
taxes, eftablifh forms of religion, naturalize
aliens, diffolve marriages, legitimate baftards,
-adjudge an infant or minor to be of full age;
attaint a man of treafon, either alive, or after
he is dead ; give the moft free pardons ; reftore
in blood and name, &F¢. And the con/ent of the
parliament is taken to be the confeut of every
Briton.

But how great foever be the power of king

and parliament, yet they cannot reftrain or con-
fine futore parliaments. Quod /leges pofleriores
priores contrarias abregant, is a maxim in the

law of. parliaments; and a fubfequent parlia--

ment has ftill a power to abrogate, fufpend,
qualify, explain, or make void the aéts of the
former in the whole or any part thereof; not-
withftanding any words or reftraint, prohibition,
or penalty in the former.

N. B. Itis to be obferved, that the Aonfe of
lords are the hereditary councellors of the crown :
'They are alfo the fupreme court of judicature, and,
from them lies no appeal. .

Of the CourRT of CHANCERY.

The court of chancery, which is a court of
equity, is next in dignity and power to the high
court of parliament, and here the lord chancel-
lor, the lord keeper of the great feal, fits as

judge
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judge (unlels commiffioners are appointed for
that parpofe) {earches into frauds, breaches of
truft, and fecret prattices, and, in many cafes,
moderates the rigour of the common law. The
witnefles are here examined in private, and the
proceedings are carried on by bills, anfwers, and
decrees ; but thefe decrees can only bind the
perfon of the fuitors, and not their lands or
goods.

'The twelves mafters in chancery are affiftants to
the lord chancellor ; the firlt of whom is called
mayjler of the rolls, or records of the court of chan-
cery, and he, in the abfence of the chancellor,
hears caufes at the rolls, and fometimes in the
court of chancery. In his gift are the offices of
toe fix clerks, whofe bufinefs it is to enrol com-
miflions, pardons, patents, {F¢. which pals the
great feal.. They are alfo attorneys for the
iuitors in all caufes depending in this court.
Under thefe fix clerks are fixty more, who dif-
patch all the bufinefs of that office. In the
court of chancery there are alfo two examiners,
who examine all witnefles on oath, and take
their depofitions, and other officers whofe em-
ployments we pafs over for the fake of brevity. ' |

The court of chancery enquires into all fuch
frauds and abufes.as may have been committed
where eftates or money has been given to any
charitable ufe, obliging the truftees to perform
their troft according to the intent of the refpec-
tive donors.

The mafters in chancery fit three at a time,
by turns, on the bench with the lord chancellor,

P and
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and to them are ufually referred matters of
account ; but never the merits of any caufe.

Of the CourT of King’s BEnca.

The court of king’s bench, which is next the
houfe of lords, the higheft court in England at
common law; takes cognizance of fuch criminal
caufes as treafon, felony, breaches of the peace,
oppreflion, &Fc.. and' can examine, controul,
and correét the judgments and proceedings of all |
other inferior courts (except that of - the exche-
quer) not only in pleas of the crown, but in
all others ; errors committed by juftices of the
peace come alfo under their cognizance.

In this court there are four judges created by
patent, who hold their places for life, wiz. the

‘lord chief juftice of this court (alfo called the
lord chief juftice of England) who has a falary
of 2000/. per annum, and the three other judges
have each 1500 /. per annum. This court grants
-prohibitions to other courts, both ecclefiaftical
and civil, when they exceed the bounds of their
jurifdi¢tion ; and here all matters of facts relat-
ing to civil or criminal caufes are tried by a jury.
In this court all young lawyers, that have been
called to the bar, are allow’d to plead and
pradtfe. 'The jurifdi@ion of this lord chief
juftice is very extenfive, and his warrant s of
force in any part of the kingdom.
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Of the CourT of Common PLEas.

"The court of common pleas takes cognizance
of none but civil caufes; and real a&ions are
pleadable no where elfe ; norcan fines be levied,
nor recoveries {uffered in any other court. 'The
Jjudges of this court are the lord chief juttice of
the common pleas, and three other Judges, who
are created by patent for life ; the falary of the
firft is zcoo /. and each of the others 1500 /.
fer annum.  None but ferjeants at law can plead
i this court, and all falls are tried by a jury.

The chief officers belonging to this court, are,
the cu/ffos brevium, prothonotaries, and chirographer,
who are all {worn, fit in court, and hold their
oifices for life as a freehold.

"The cuffos brewvium is the firft clerk in court s
his office is to receive and keep all writs and
records of 7ifi prius, called poficas.

The prothonotaries are to enter and enrol all
declarations, pleadings, judgments, &Fc. and
in their offices the attorneys of the faid court
are to enter their caufes, &,

‘The chirographer is to engrofs and acknow-
ledge fines, ¢&¢c. and has under him fix clerks,
who have each their refpe&tive counties allotted

them.
Of the CourT of EXCHEQUER.

In the excheguer there are two courts held, in
the one caufes are tried according to /aw, and
the other according to eguizy, “IThe court of

el equity
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equity is held before the lord treafurer, chancel-
lor of the exchequer, and one or more of the
barons ; but the court of judicial proceedings,
according to law, is held before the barons
only.

In this court are tried all matters 1clatmg to
the revenues of the crown ; fuch as concern ac-
* count, cuftoms and fines, &c. for which pur-
pofe four judges are appointed, who are called
Barons of the Exchequer, the firft whereof is the
lord chief baron, whofe falary is zooo /. and the
{alary of the reft is 1500/, per annum.

Thereis alfo the curfitor baron, who fits with
the other barons, but is nota judge of the court,
his office being only to adminifler the oaths
to fherifts, under theriffs, bailiffs, and the officers
of the cuftom-houfe.

For the afliftance of thefe barons, and for the
~ more regular difpatch of the bufinefs, there
are feveral officers who have places of con-
fiderable truft and profit, particularly, 1. The
kiny’s remembrancer, who has under him eight
fbco,n attorneys, two of whom are diftinguifhed
by the title of Jecondaries, and in whofe office a
flate of all the accounts concerning the king’s
revenue is entered (except fheriffs and bailiffs
accounts) all fecurities for the faithful dxfchargc
of offices are taken, and all proceedings there-
upon made, as well as procefles iffued to caufe
all accomptants to bring in and fettle. their ac-
counts. And all proceedings in the exchequer,
as a court of equity, are here lodged. z. The
Jord treafurer’s remembrancer has {fix attornies, or
fworn clerks under him, two of whom are called

Jecan=
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fecondaries ; and the bufine(s of this office is to
make procefs againft 2ll theriffs, receivers, (7.
for their accounts, and to tranfact other matters
of moment. 3. The clerk of the pife, into
whofe office all accounts which pafs the remem-
brancer’s office, are brought. He has eight
attorneys or {fworn clerks under him, the two
firft whereof are called feconiaries. There like-
wife belongs to this court, 4. A comptroller of
ke pipe, whofe bufinefs is to fign the rolls, and
to Hlue out writs for the recovery of any debts
due to the crown, which are called 74¢ fummons
of the pipe. Next to him is, 5. The clerk of the
pleas, in whofe office all the officers of the exche-
quer, and other privileg’d per{ons who are debtors
to the king, ¢c. have right to plead or be im-
pleaded, 1n all matters at common law ; and
this privilege is granted to thofe officers that
they may not be obliged to go out of their own
court where their attendance is required. Be-
fides the clerk, there are five jaworn attorneys aud
aﬁm’ign appofer.

There 15 likewife a clerk of the ¢flreat:, who
receives the ¢reats, or extrals, every term out
of the lord treafurer’s remembrancer’s office, and
writes thzm out to be levied for the king.

Two auditors of the imprefs, who audit the
accounts of his majefty’s monies impreft, mint,
cuftoms, ward-robe, firft fruits, and tenths,
naval and military expences, &7,

Four audit:rs of the revenue, whofe bufinefs
it is to audit all accounts of the revenue and
fubfidies granted by’ parliament,

Piia Remem-
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Rememtbrancer of the firft fruits. There are
feveral officers belonging to this office, and their
bufinefs is to take compofitions for the firft fruits
and tenths, and to proceed againft thofe who
are unwilling to pay.

Befides thefe there is a chicf-uffer, who is by
inheritance proclamator of the court of common
pleas, a clerk of the parcels, clerk of the wichels,
marfhal of the coxr¢, and many other {fubordinate
_officers, which, for brevity fake, we are obliged
to omit.

Court of the DutcHY ¢f LANCASTER.

This court, which is kept at Weffminfler by
the lower exchequer, takes cognizance of all-
caufes that concern the revenue of this dutchy,
which has been long fince annexed to the
crown.

The chancellor of the dutchy is the chief
judge of the court, ,and is affifted therein by the
attorney of the court, and other oflicers.

Trar jultice may be regularly adminiftered in
the country, the counties of England are divided
into fix circuits, and two of the twelve judges
are aflign’d to go each of thefe circuits twice a
year, when, at the aflizes held for the refpective
counties in {pring and autumn, they'determine
all caufes both of a criminal and civil nature ; all

alts being tried by 4 jury, as they are in the
courts of comrnon law at Weflminfter-ball.

For the fame reafon Wales is divided into two
circuits, and two judges appointed annually to
hear and deter pine caufes in each. G
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Of TriALs. 1

As the trial of malefactors in England is ve
different from that of other nations, the follow-
Ing account thereof may be ufeful to foreigners
and others, who have not feen thofe pro-
ceedings.

ik he court being met, and the prifoner called
to the bar, the clerk commands him to hold
up his hand, then charges him with the crime
of which he is accufed, and afks him whetheér
he is guilty or not guilty. If the prifoner anfwers
guilty, his trial is at an end ; but if he anfwers
#ot gnzlh, the court proceeds on the trial, even
though he has before confefled the fa&t, for the
law of England takes no notice of fuch confef-
fion, and unlefs the witnefles, who are upon
oath, prove him guilty of the crime, the jury
mait axquit him, for they are direfted to bring
i their verdict according to the evidence given
in court. If the prifoner refufes to plmd, that
15, if he will not fay in court, whether he is
guilty or not guilty, he is by the law of Eng!u/zd
to be prefled to death.

When the witnefles have given in their evi-
de.xce, and the prifoner has, by himfelf or his
council, crofs examined them, the judge recites
to tthuly the fubftance of the evidence given
againit the prifoner, and bids them difcharge
their confcience ; when, if the matter be very
c;eux, they commonly give their verdiét without
nomg out of court; and the foreman, for him-
felf and the reft, declares the prifoner guilty,
or not guilty; as it may happen to be. But if
any doubt arifes amongft the jury, and the
matter requires debate, they all withdraw into

ar.om
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a room with a copy of the indi&ment, where
they are locked up without bread, water, or any
thing to fubfit on till they are unanimouily
agreed on the verdiét; and if any one of the jury
fhould die during this their confinement, the
prifoner will be acquited.

When the jury have agreed on the verdi&,
they inform the court thereof by an officer that
waits without, and the prifoner is again fet to
the bar, to hear his verdi&, which is unalter-
able, except in fome doubtful cafes, when the
verdict is brought in fpecial, and is therefore to
be determined by the tavelve judges of Englard.

If the prifoner is found guilty, he is then
afked what reafon he can give why fentence of
death fhould not be sz’d upon him? If it be
the firft fanlt, and his offence be within the
flatute made for that purpofe, he may demand
the bencfit of the cler; y, which faves his life, and
he will be only burnt in the hand. But where
the berefit of the clorf*y 1s not admitted, the
ftm‘mc‘e of death, aftera ﬂzmma;y account of the
trial, is pronounced on the prifoner, in thefe
words : The law is, That thou fbalt return to the
]’)/ﬂce from whence thou cameft, and from thence fo
2he place of execution, awbere thou [halt /rang Ly
the neck, till thy body be dead, and the Lord Lave
mercy on thy foul : Whereupon the fheriff is
charg’d with the execution.

All P;llOﬂ rs found zo# guz’/y by the jury,
are ’mmedvzteiy acqultted and dx,mn.geo and
in fome cafes obtain a copy of their indic¥ment
from the court to proceed ‘at law againit their
profecutors,

1f
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If when a prifoner is brought to his trial no
witnefles appear againft him, he is acquitted.
And the juftice of peace’'who committed him,
delivers up the examination he took, fubfcribed
by thofe whom he bound to give evidence againit
him, that they may be fued for their recog-
mizance, _ '

All prifoners that were not indiéted but con-
fined upon fufpicion, are proclaimed in this man-
wer, A. B. Prifoner, flands here at the bar. If
any man can fay any ihing againfl him, let bim
| fpeak; for the prifoner flands at his deliverance.
And if, upon this, no evidence appears againft
him he is acquitted ; and this is @alled Delive-
wance by proclamation,

We have already obferved in, the former part
of this work, that no. prifoner can be brought
to his trial, unlefs a bill of indi&ment be found
againft him by the grand jury.

For putting the laws effeétually in execution,
“an high fheriff is annually appointed for every
county (except Wefimoreland and Cumberland) by
the king, whofe office is both miniiterial and ju-
dicial. He isto execute the king’s mandates, and
all writs diretted to him out of the king’s courts
of juftice; to impannel juries, to bring caufes and
malefalors to trial, to fee the fentences both in
civil and criminal affairs, executed. And at the
«aflizes to attend on the judges, and guard them

all the time they are in his county. *Tis alfo
part of his office to colle& all publick fnes,
diftrefles, and amerciaments, into the exchequer,
or where the king fhall appoint, and to mak-ﬁ
fucl
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fuch payments out of thém as his'majefty thall
think proper. ' ‘ "

“As his office is judicial, he keeps a cout,
called the county court, which is held by the
theriff, or his under-theriffs, to hear and de-
termine all civil caufes in the county under
forty fhillings ; this however is no court of re-
- cord ; but the court, formerly called the fberz’lf s
turn was one 3 and the &ing’s leet, through all the
county ; for in this court, enquiry was made
into all criminal offences againft the common
law, where by the ftatute law there was no re-
ftraint. This court, however, has been leng
fince abolifhed, .

Under the theriff are various officers, as the
under-fheriff, clerks, ftewards of courts, bailiffs,
(in London called ferjeants) conftables, gaolers,
beadles, &Je.

The next officer to the feriff, is the jaflice of
peace, feveral of whom are commiflioned for
each county: and to them is intrufted the power
of putting great part of the ftatute law in exe-
cution iu, relation to the highways, the poor,
vagrants, treafons, felonies, riots, the prefer-
“vation ¢f the game, &c. (Ic. and they examine
and commit to prifon all who break or difturb
the peace, and difquiet the king’s fubjeéts. In
order to punifh the offenders, they meet every
quarter at the county-town, when a jury of
twelve men, called the grand inquef? of the coun-
ty, is {ummoned to appear, who, upon oath,
are to enquire into the cafes of all delinquents,
and to prefent them by bill gui/ty of the indid-

ety
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#ent, or nof guilty; the juflices commit the
former to. gaol for their trial at the next
affszes, and the latter are acquitted.. This is
«alled the guarter-f¢ffions for the county. The
Jaflice of peace ought to be a perfon of great
good fenfe, fagacity, and integrity, and to be
not without fome knowledge of the law, for as
much power is lodged in his hands, and as no-
thing 1s {o intoxicating, without thefe qualifica-
tions he will be apt to make miftakes, and to
ftep beyond his authority, for which he is liable
to be called to an account at the court of king’s
bench. .

"There are alfo in each county two coroners who
.are to enquire by a jury of neighbours, how and
by whom any perfon came by a violent death,
and to enter it on record as a plea of the
crown.

. The dwvil government of cities is a kind of
-dmall independent policy of itfelf ; for every

~city hath, by charter from the king, a jurif-
dittion among themfelves to judge in all matters

ciwil  and criminal, with tais reftraint’ only,

nat all civil caufes may be removed from their
courts to the higher courts at #efiminfier ; and
all offences that are capital, are committed to
the judge of the aflize. They are conftituted
with a mayor, aldermen, and burgeffés, who to-
gether make the corporation of the city, and
hold a court of judicature, where the mayor pre-
fides as judge. They likewife when affembled
in council, can make laws, called &y-laws, for
the government of the city. And here the
: mayers
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mayor, aldermen, and common-conrcil refembls
the king, lords and commons in parliament.

The government of mcort'orated boroughs is
much after the {ame manner ; ; in fome there is a
mayor, and in others two bailfiff5. All which,
during their mayoralty or magiftracy, are ju/ffices
of ihe peace within their liberties, and confe-
quently e/guires.
~ For the better government of willages, the
lords of the foil or manor (who were former]y
call’d barons) have generally a power to hold
courts, called courts-leet, and courts baron, where
their tenants are obliged to attend and receive
juftice. The bufinefs of court-leets is chiefly to
prefent and punifh nuifances ; and at courss barom,
the conveyances and alienations of the copy-
hold tenants are enrolled, and they are admitted
to their eftates on a defcent or purchafe.

There are alfo high conftables appointed for
the divifions called hundreds, and a petty con-
ftable in every pm{h, Whoﬁ, bufinefs 1t 1is to
keep the peace, and in cafe of quarrels to fearch
for and take up all rioters, felons, {Jc.’ and to
Leep them in the prifon or in fafe cu.gody, *till

tncy can be broucl“ before a juitice of the peace,,

and in this he 1s aff fted by another officer, called
the #ithing-man. ’Tis likewife the bufinefs of
thefe officers to put in execution within their
diftri&, all warrants that are brought them
from the juftice of the peace.

Befides thefe, there are courts of confcient
{ettled in many parts of England for the relief §

of the poor, in the recovery or paygment of {mall
debts, notexceeding 40 5,

3 There

e ey -
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here are alfo fors? courts appointed for the
confervation of the king’s forefts, and prevent-
ing all abufes therein,

Mott of the above courts are guided by com-
mon law. I come now to one ruled by the civil .
law, wiz. the court of admiralty, whofe judge is
therefore a do&or of the civil law. In this
conrt, which 1s held in the common hall at
Doctors Commons, maritime affairs are tried, and
all its writs and decrees run in the name of the
lord high admiral.

The court of the earl marfbal, or court of
honour, judges of any fuit concerning the arms
of the nobility and gentry, and the earl marfhal
of Englend, or his deputy, is the proper judge
thereof. He is invefted with a power of ordering
and determining all matters relating to arms,
{upporters, pedigrees, {F'c. making rules and de-
crees for granting new devices of arms, and
putting in execution the laws and ordinances
relating thereto. But of this we have already
“treated under the office of the earl marfhal of
England.

Of PUNISHMENT s.

'The laws of England are efteemed more mers
ciful, with refpect to offenders, than thofe which
at prefent {ubfift in any other part of the known
world ; yet the punifhment of fuch who at their
trial refufe to plead guilty or not guilty, is here
very crucl. In this cafe the prifoner is laid upon his
back, and his arms and legs being ftretched out
with cords, and a gonfiderable weight laid upon

Q. his
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his breaft, he is allowed only three motfels of
bacley bread, which is given him the next day
without drink, after which he is allowed nothing
but foul water till he expires. This, however,
is a punifhment which is {carcely inflited once
in an ‘ace, but fome offenders have chofe it
to preferve their eftates for their children.
Thofe guilty of this crime are not now {uff-
ered to undergo fuch a length of torture, but
have fo great a weight placed upon them, that
they foon expire. In cafe of high treafon,
though  the criminal ftands mute, judgment 1s
given againft him as if he had been convicted,
and his eftate is confifcated.

The law of England includes all capital crimes
under high treafon, petty treafon, and felony. The
firft confifts in plotting, confpiring, or rifing up
in arms againt the fovereign, or in counterfeit-
ing the coin. The traitor is punithed by being
drawn on a fledge to the place of execution,
when, after being hanged upon a gallows for
fome minutes, the body is cut down alive, the
heart taken out and expofed to public view, and
the entrails burnt: the head is then cut off,
and the body quartered, after which the head is
ufually fixed on fome confpicuous place. All
the criminal’s lands and goods are forfeited, his
wife lofes her dowry, and his children both their
eftates and nobility.

But tho’ coining of money is adjudged high
treafon, the criminal is only drawn upon a fledge
to the place of -execution, and there hanged.

Though the fentence paffed upon all traitors

is the fame, yet with refpeét to perfons of qua-

lity,

’1
;
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lity, the punifhment for high treafon, petty -
treafon, or felony, is generally changed into
beheading, when a fcaffold is erefted for that
purpofe, on which the criminal placing his head
upon a block it is ftruck off with an ax.

. The punifhment for mifprifion of high treafon,
that is, for negleCiing or concealing it, is im=
-prifonment for life, the forfeiture of  all the
offender’s goods, and of the profits arifing from
his lands.

Petty treafon is when a child kills his father, a
wife her hufband, a clergyman his bifhop, or a
{ervant his mafter or miftrefs, This crime is
punifhed by being drawn in a fledge to the place
of execution, and there hanged upon a gallows
till the criminal is dead. Women guilty both
of this crime, and of high treafon, are fentenced
to be burnt alive, but infiead of fuffering the full
rigour of the law, they are ftrangled at the ftake
before the fire takes hold of them. '

Felony, includes murders, robberies, forging
notes, bonds, ‘deeds, &Fc. .Thefe are all pu-
nithed by hanging, only murderers are to be
executed {foon after the fentence is paffed ; and
then delivered to the furgeons in order to be
publickly difle¢ted. Perfons guilty of robbery,
when there ‘are fome alleviating circumftances,
are fometimes tranfported for a term ecf years
to his majefty’s plantations, And in all fach
felonies where the benefit of the clergy is allow-
ed, asitis in many, the criminal is burnt in the
hand with a hot iron. "

Other crimes punifhed by the laws are,

Gk Man-
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Manflauzbter, whichis the unlawful killing of
a perfon without premeditated malice, but with
a prefent intent to kill; as when two who for-
merly meant no harm to each other quarrel, and
the one kills'the other; in this cafe, the criminal
is allowed the benefit of his clergy for the firit
time, and only burnt in the hand.

Chance medley, is the accidental killing of a
man without an evil intent, for which the offen-
der is alfo to be burnt in the hand, unlefs the
offender was doing an unlawful aé, which laft
circumftance makes the punifhment death.

Shop-lifting, and receiving goods knowing
them to be ftolen, are punifhed with tranfpor-
tation to his majefty’s colonies, or burning in
the hand.

Perjury, and keeping diforderly houfes, are
punifhed with the pillory and imprifonment.

Petty larceny, or {mall theft, under the value
of twelve-pence, is punifhed by whipping.

Libelling, ufing falfe aveights and meafures,
and foreflalling the market, are commonly punifh-
ed with ftanding on the pillory, or whipping.

For friking, fo as to draw blood, in the
king’s court, the criminal is punifhed with lofing
his right hand.

For friking in Weflminfler-ball while the
courts of juftice are fitting, is imprifonment for
1.fe, and forfeiture of all the offender’s eftate.

Drunkards, vagabonds, and loofe, idle, dif-
orderly perfons, are punifhed by being fet in the
ftocks, or by paying a fine.

And formerly in feveral parts of England
fcolding women were fet in a vchicle, called a

ducking=
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duckirg-flool, where they were placed on high
and drawn through the town, to fome deep water,
into which they were three times plunged, and
then again carried about and expoied to the de-
rifion and contempt of the populace.

Having faid thus much of the civil.govern-
ment of England, we fhall now fpeak of that
which 1s called the Ecclefiafii: al.

Of the ConVvoOCATION.

Upon the calling of every parliament, a na-
tional {fynod of the clergy are conftantly con-
vened to confider of the ftate of the church ;
the king direGting his writs to the archbifhop of °
each province to fummon all bithops, deans,
arch-deacons, €9¢. to aflemble at a certain time
and place. On which the archbifhop of Canter-
bury direQts his mandate to the bifhop of London,
as dean provincial, to cite all bifhops, deans, and
arch-deacons, directing that one proftor be fent
for each cathedral and collegiate church, and
two for the body of the inferior clergy of each
diocefe. The convocation of the clergy of the
province of Canterbury generally affemble in
St. Paul’s cathedral, aad from thence remove
to the Chapter-houfe, oxto W eftminjier.

The upper houfe is compofed of twenty-two
bithops, of whom the archbifhop 1s prefident.
And the lower houfe ,of all the deans, arch-
deacons, one proctor for every chapter, and two
~for the clergy of each diocefe, in all 166.

Q3 g
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At the fame time the archbifhop of York may
hold a convocation cf his clergy. The bufinefs
of the convocation is chiefly to preferve the
purity of the chriftian faith, to punifh thofe
conviGted of error, and to fupprefs all heretical
books : but how far thefe cenfures are allow-
able in 2 church, who makes no pretenfions to
infallibility, and what an injury this may be to
the caufe of truth, and to a free and honeft en-
quiry, which proteflants claim as their peculiar

rivilege, is not for us to determine. However,
though they have been reckoned an effential
part of the conftitution, and as fuch have been
regularly fummoned to meet with every parlia-
ment, they have not for many years been inffer’d
to enter upon bufinefs.

or the BEccrLesiasTicAL CoURT.

'The higheft ecclefiaftical court is that of the
delegates, which confifts of commiflioners ap-
pointed by his majefty, under the broad-feal,
to hear appeals from the Inferior courts.

I he fecond in order, is that of the arches,
to which are direGed appeals in ecclefiaftical
caufes in the province of Canterbury. The
. judge here determines the caufe without a jury,
and all the proceedings of this court run in the
name of the judge.

In the court of audience, the archbifhop avocates
a caufe to his own hearing.

The prerogative court takes cognizance of
wills, and of the cftates of thofe who die in-

teftate.
The

N 2t
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The court of peculiars takes cognizance of
caufes in fuch parithes as are exempt from the
jurifdi&tion of the bifhop of any diocele.

In every diocefe the bithop hath a court held
in his cathedral,. that takes cognizance of wills,
inteftates eftates, &Fc. of which his chancellor
1s judge ;-and if the diocefe be large, he hath
commiffioners in the diftant parts, who fit as
judges in the places aflign’d them; and they
are called confiffory couris. ;

Every archdeacon hath alfo a court, and judges
of caufes of an inferior nature within his' ju-
ri{diction. v ‘

The dean and chapter of every cathedral or
collegiate church, have alfo a court, wherein
they take cognizance of caufes depending upon
their church.

In North Briton or ScoTLAND are the court
of Seflions, compofed -of a number of judges,
called Lords of the Seffior, in which civil caufes
are tried ; they have alfo the courts of jufticiary,
exchequer, and chancery ; fheriffs courts, courts
of regality, and barons courts,- commiffary
courts, and heralds office: And the judges of
the jufticiary court go the circuits to try caufes
as in Englond. It 1s to be obferved, that finge
the late Rebellion, the heretable jurifdiftions
and clanthips in Scotland are abolifhed.

IRELAND is governed, under his majefty, by
a lord-licutenant 3 and In his abfence, by /ords
Juftices. 'The parliaments, courts of juftice, and
indeed the whole department of their govern-
ment, very nearly refembles that of England, of
which it is a copy.

2 Of
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Of his MajesTY’s Forces by Sea and Land.

The power of the Brizi/b monarchy is, efpe-
cially fince the Union, very great. In queen
Ann’s wars, the whole Britifb force amounted to
80,000 foldiers and 40,000 feamen, with which
fuch viGories were gained as amazed all Europe.
Our land force is now almoft as large, and the
marine is greater, 60,000 feamen and marines
being raifed for the year 1758.

The principal magazine of arms isthe Tower
of London, where is an arfenal capable of fitting:
out at leaft 60,000 men, with a large train of
artillery, of brafs ordnance, and many mortars.
The largeft cannon weigh about 7000 /6. and
carry balls of 60 pounds weight. At Portjimouth,
Plymouth, Weolwich, Chatham, Sheernefs, Hull,
and Beravick, are ‘other magazines, under the
dire&ion of the mafter-general of the ordnance,
{ubordinate to whom are fix principal patent
officers, who, if there is occafion, fit three
times a week in the office, to tranfa& bufinefs.

1. The lieutenant of the ordnante, who re-
ceives his orders from the mafter, infpeéts the
train of artillery, and prepares it for motion
when necefiary ; he alfo gives the orders for
firing the great guns upon any particular oc-
cafion. 8

2. The Surveyor infpes the ordnance and
ftores, and with the affiftance of the proof-
mafters, examines whetherthe provifions brought
in be good, and marked with the king’s mark.

He

:
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He allows all bills, and keeps a check upon all

work belonging to the ordnance.

3. The derk of the ordnance records all patents,
grants and orders relating to the office, draws
the eftimates for fupplies, avd provifions ;
makes 2ll bills of impreft and.debentures for
money due for work, and provifions ; and keeps
journals of the receipts and returns of all
itores. :

4. The flore-keeper has in his cuftody all the
ordnance and ftores, which he is to keep in
order fit for fervice, and to repair the ftore-
houfes. He does not receive or iflue any ftores
without an order figned by the proper officers
from the appointment of the mafter of the
ordnance, who takes his inftru&ions either from
the king, or fix members of the privy council,
or from the commiffioners of the admiralty for
the ufe of the navy. He is not to receive back
any ftores before they have been examined by
the furveyor, and regiftered by the clerk of the
ordnance. ‘ :

5. The clerk of deliveries, draws up all order
for delivering flores or provifions, and is to fee
them delivered, and to charge the recciver there-
with.,

6. The treafurer or paymafter, pays all f2laries
and bills as the mafter direts.

There is alfo a mafler-gunner who teaches thofe

. who are appointed to learn the art of gunnery,

and certifies to the mafter the ability of any perfon
recommended to be a gunner. He adminifters
an oath to every fcholar not to ferve any foreign

PO\VCI‘
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power without leave, or teach the art of gun-
nery to any one who has not taken the fame
oath.

We fhall now mention the ftanding militia,

which are appointed to defend the nation in cafe
of a rebellion or invafion.
" Thefe formerly confifted of both horfe and
foot, and in England, exclufive of Scotland, they
amounted to 2c0,0c0. Atevery mufter, which
was to be once or twice a year, each horfeman
was allowed 2 5. and each foot foldier 1 5. by his
employer. To conduét thefe forces, the king
conftituted lord-licutenants of the counties, who
were generally peers; and they from among the
principal gentry chofe their deputy-lieutenants
to a& under them, who were to be prefented
to, and approved of, by the king. "

The lord-lieutenant or deputy, had a power
to levy every year the fourth part of each per-
{fon’s proportion in the tax of 70,000/. upon all
England . and Wales, and in cafe of an enemy,
could oblige every man fo charged,. to allow his
foldier one month’s pay, but could not charge
him with more till that was repaid by the king.

In cafe of an invafion, beacons were erected
* at proper diftances upon eminent places through-
out the kingdom. 'Thefe beacons were pitch
barrels put on high places, in order to be fired
upon the approach of an enemy, fo that the
whole country might be alarmed, and the militia
ordered to arm themielves. :

This was the ftate of the militia till the 3oth
}}ear of the reign of his prefent majefty, when a
bill was brought into parliament. to render the

militia
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militia more effectual ; and in that, and the fuc-
cecding feflions, two ats were pafled, which in
a manner new modelled this military body. We
thall give an abftra& of thefe alts, for the in-
formation of thofe who are chofen by /osto ferve
in the militia.

Of the Pay, PriviLeces, and Duty of 4
MiriT1a-Max.

PAY.

To a private man, for each day he is employ-
ed in the militia, one fhilling ; out of whom
there is to be one corporal to every twenty, who
is to be paid one fhilling and fixpence every day
he is employed.

Out of the private men, vacancies, on the
death or removal of_ferjeants, may be filled up,
in the proportion of one to every twenty pri-
vate men ;

Who are, in that cafe, difcharged from ferv-
ing as {uch, ;

And have the pay of a ferjeant, @w7z. every
day in the year one fhilling.

The ferjeant-major muft be made out of the
ferjeants, and is to be paid two fhillings and
fix-pence more a week. ,

PRIVILEGES.

Cannot be compelled to march out of the
kingdom ;

Nor obliged to go above fix miles from home
to perform exercife in companies or half com-

panies; ¢
Nor
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Nor be detained on days of exercife longer
than fix hours ; or under arms, without refrefh-
ment, more than two hours.

To be dieted and billeted at publick- houfes,
paying, for diet and {fmall beer, four-pence
cach day

Having ferved three years, may retain his
cloths.

Exempted from doing any highway duty, or
ferving as a peace officer or paufh officer.

Not liable to ferve, unlefs by confent, in
any of his majefty’s land or fea-forces.

Havmg been called out into actual fervice,
" and being a married man, may {fet up any
{radae.

Difabled by ficknefs on a march, or at a place
of annual exercife, to be provided for (by an
order from onejoftice of the peace or maf‘ihrat;)
by the officers of the parifh where he fhall then
be, who are to be reimburfed by the officers of
the parifh for which he fhall ferve.

If ordered out on aétual fervice, to receive a
guinea before the day he is ordered to march.

If ordered out, leaving a family not of abi-
lity to fupport themielves, the parith officers
where fuch family refides to relieve them by a
weekly allowance until his return, and be re-
imburfed out of the county-ftock.

Having ferved three years, not to ferve again,
until, by rotation, it comes to his turn.

Being 35 years of age, andhaving ferved two
years, or on fhewing Juﬂ caufe, may be dif-
charged ;

And at any time, by fubdivifion meetings.

[
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If maimed or wounded in aétual fervice, fhall
be equally intitled to Chelfea hofpital with any
other foldier belonging to his majefty’s other
forces. A

Parifhes may offer, and deputy-lieutenants
may accept, volunteers inftead of thofe chofen
by lot. _

D U B

To appear at the fubdivifion-meeting on no-
tice, and be inrolled to ferve for three years, or
find a {ubftitute. :

To be exercifed in half-companies on the firft
Mondays in the months of March, April, May,
Fane, July, Auguft, September, and O&tober.

In whole companies on the third Monday in
the faid months.

And if they cannot be exercifed in half-com-
panies, by reafon of the diftance, then in
imaller bodies.

In regiments, or battalions, on Tue/day, Wed-
ntfday, [hurfday, and Friday in Whitfun week.

"The days of exercife may be altered to any
other day in the fame week, Sunday excepted.

The two days in any one morith in harveft
may be changed to Tue/day and Wednefday in
Lafler-week.

If any day is inconvenient, on account of
fairs and markets, it may be altered to any other
day in the fame week, except Sunday.

Notice of the feveral places of exercife to be
fixed on the church or chapel-doors of the pa-
rithes refpectively ; orin cafe of no church or
chapel, on the door of fome church or chapel

next adjoining,
R After
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After exercife, to clean and retarn arms,
cloaths, .and accoutrements.

Changing his refidence, to ferve in the divi-
fion he fhall remove to, on giving previous
notice to the deputy-lieutenants, and receiving a
certificate from them.

And in cafe of invafion, imminent danger
thereof, or a rebellion, may be drawn out for
adtual fervice, and in {uch cafe only, and in this
kingdom, and not elfewhere. s

As to the naval flrength of England, it ex-
ceeds that of all other nations, and confifts of
above zoo men of war, befides yatchts, fire-
fhips, bomb-veflels, advice-boats, brigantines,
floops, ftorefhips, hulks, and hoys. The men
of war are divided into fix rates. The firft,
fecondand third rates are now built fo ftrong
and large, that a fecond rate is as good as was
formerly a firft rate, and may engage with a
firft rate fhip of war of any other nation. - Ships
of coguns are reckoned of the line of battle.

When the royal navy is in harbour, the charge
of keeping it in repair amounts to 150,000 /. a
year: And each feaman in time of war is
reckoned at 4 /. a month expence to the nation,
including viftuals, wages, wearand tear.

Forty thoufand feamen are required to man
a fleet of 70 fhips of the line, befides thofe for
protection of trade and convoy. And it is
computed  that England alone has 100,000 fea-
men. ‘The captain’s pay of a firft rate thip 1s
155 perday s of a fecond, 124, of a third 10 s.

of
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of: a fourth 74. 64. of a fifth, 6 5. and of a
{ixth, 5 s. : ;

'The wages of a feaman is 1/. 4 5. a month of
28 days, and his- vi¢tuals on board, deduéting
6 4. a month towards the charge of Greeawich
hoipital.

. 'The Britifs Aeet when complete is commonly
divided into three fquadrens, red, awbite, and
blue, and to each fquadron belongs an admiral,
vice admiral, and rear admiral. Each of the
principal commanders bears the title of admiral
of his {quadron. But the admiral of the red
commands the whole, and is tiled vice admiral
of Great Britain. '

‘The pay of the admiral of the fleet is 5/ a
day, and of every other admiral 3/ 10+, the
vice admiral 2/ 10s. and the rear  admiral
1/. 155 when the fleet is at fea, But the fu-
preme command of our naval force is next to
the king in the lord high admiral of Gress
Britain, which office i1s now in commiffion of
thofe called lords of the admiralty.

There is al{o a vice admiral and rear admiral
of Great Britain appointed by the king when
moit of the thips of war are in commiffion.

The bufinefs of the royal navy is tranfated at
the navy-office, by a treafurer, comptroller, fut-
veyor, and clerk of the accounts. The treafurer
pays the charges of the navy out of the ex-
chequer, on a warrant obtained from the lord
treafurer, and another warrant from the prin-
cipal officers of the navy.

The ‘comptroller infpe@s and controlls all
payments of wages, examinés and aqdits all .

Rz accounts
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accounts of the treafurer, vi&uallers, purfers,
and ftore-keepers.

The furveyor is to keep an account of the
ftate of the ftores, and fupply what is wanting ;
to furvey the hulks, mafts, and yards, and
eftimate the value of repairs; to charge the
boatfwains and carpenters with the ftores they
receive, and on their return to ftate their ac-
counts. This office is filled with two, who
tranfa& the bufinefs jointly.

The clerk of the accounts records all or-
ders, contra&s, bills, warrants, ¢5c. and has
an afliftant,

There are befides fix commiffioners of the
navy, fome executing that part of the comptrol-
ler’s office which relates to the viftualling ac-
count, and others what relates to the {tore-
keepers accounts of the feveral yards.

There are alfo other occafional commiflioners,
who are only made for a time, and as exigence
requires ; for though the principal officers and
commiffioners hold their places by patent, and
the king allows them clerks with fallaries for the
difpatch of bufinefs, yet other officers in the
king’s yards, or belonging to his majefty’s fhips,
hold their places only by warrant from “the lord
high admiral (or lords of the admiralty) durante
bene placito.

There are likewife commiflioners for victual-
ling the navy, who have agents at Chatham,
Portfrouth, Plymouth, Hull, and other ports.
Commiflioners for the tranfport fervice, and
commiflioners to take care of the fick and

wounded
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wounded feamen, and the exchange of pri-
{oners, Yin

There are fix great yards, w/z. Chatham,
Deﬁzﬁrd, Woolavich, Sheernsfs, Portfmouth, and
Plymouth, furnithed with proper materials for
the building, repairing and cleaning his majefty’s
thips. And to each yard belongs feveral officers,
as clerk of the check, ftorekeeper, two mafter
attendants, mafter fhipwright, two affiftants,
and clerk of the furvey.

Of the Eccresiasticar, Civin, and Mivri-
- TARY GOVERNMENT of the King’s Houfbold.

The dean of the royal chapel has the eccle- -
fiattical government of the king’s court, and
acknowledges no fuperior but his majefty ; for
as the palace is exempt from all inferior tem-
poral jurifdi¢tion, fo is the royal chapel from
all fpiritual, it not being within the juri{dition
of any of the bithops, but as a regular peculiar,
is referved to the vifitation and immediate go-
vernment of the king, who is, as it were, the
{upreme ordinary over all England.

The dean chufes all the other officers of the
chapel, wix. the fub-dean, 8 priefls in ordinary,
the confeffor to the king’s houthold, who vifits
the fick, examines and prepares communicants,
&c. 15 gentlemen, who are called clerks of
the chapel, and join with the prieft in the per-
formance of divine fervice ; a mafter who boards,
and teaches mufic to 12 children; and feveral
ether officers and fervants.

R 3 » i’rajers
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Prayers are performed in the king’s, chapel
_three times every day. His majefty has alio a
private oratory, where {fome of the chaplains in
ordinary read divine fervice to the king on the
week days.

o> e bt St et

The lord almoner difpofes of the king’salms, =

and has the privilege of giving the firt dith at
dinner that is fet upon the king’s table, or
inftead of it 4 4. a day. He alfo diftributes to
24 poor men, nominated by the parifhioners of
the parith adjacent to the king’s palace of te-
fidence, 44. in money to each, with a twg-

enny loaf; and a gallon of beer, or inftead of" |

the bread and beer, 3 4. in money, to be equal-
ly divided between them, every morning at
feven o’clock.

The king has likewife a clerk of . the clofet,

who is cne of the dignified clergy, and who at- ..

tends at his majefty’s right hand during divine
fervice, in order to refolve his religious doubts ;

and alfo waits on the king in his private clofet.

His majefty has 48 chaplains in ordinary, -

who are generally doctors of divinity, and have
a falary of 41/ 105, a year each. Four of
thefe attend every month, to preach before the
king on fundays and other feftivals, and in the "
morning on fundays before the houfhold ; they
are daily to read divine fervice twice to the king
in his private oratory, and to give thanks at
table in the clerk of the clofet’s abfence.

There are alfo 24 chaplains at Whitehall,
who are fellows of colleges, 12 of whom are
chofen out of each univerfity, and have 70 /.

a year each for preaching one month in the year.
The
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The Lent preachers are appointed by the lord
chamberlain. But on 4/ Wednef{ay morning,
the fermon is preached by the dean of the
chapel, and every Wednefday after, by one of
his majefty’s chaplams: every Friday it is
-preached by the dean of fome cathedral or
‘collegiate church, and on Guosd Friday the dean
of Weftminfler always preaches. One of the
bifhops preaches every funday in Lent ; on Palm
funday an archbifbop, and upon Eaﬁer funday,
the lord almoner.

On the twelve days in the year accounted
hlgh feflivals, and collar-days, his majefty after
divine fervice, being attended by the principal
nobility, adorned with their collars ofthe garter,
and by the heralds, walks up to the altar and
offers a {fum in gold, which is received by the
dean of the chapel, and diftributed to the poor.
Thefe twelvedays are, Chrifimas-day, Eafler-day,
Whitfunday, and Al/- Saz’nts—dzy, which are called
Ifoufbola days; then Neaw-year’s-day, and Tawelfth-

* day, upon the latter of which a fmall quantity
of gold, frankincenfe, and myrrh, in feveral
purfes are offered by the king: the other days.
are Candlemas, Annunciation, dfcenfion, Trinity-

* Jfunday, St. Fobn Baptift, and Michaclmas-day,

- when only gold is offered. Upon Chrifimas-day,
Eaﬂer—dﬂy, and Whitfunday, his majefty ufually
receives the holy facrament, when only twa or
three of the principal bifhops, and fome of the
royal family communicate with him.

The gold offered by the king at the altar on
_thefe occafions, is called the Byzant, from a
piece of gold fuppofed to have been coined by

The
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the emperors of Conflantinsple, which city was
formerly called Byzantium. Thofe offered by
king Fames 1. had on one fide the king kneeling
before an altar, with four c:owns before him,
and this motto, Quid retribuam Domino pro om-
nibus quez tribuii mibi 2 that is, What Srall T

vender unto the Lord for all his Goodnefs to me 2

And on the other fide, a lion lying down by a
Yamb, with this motto, Cor contritum €3 bumili-
tatum non defpiciet Deus ; that is, An humble and
@ contrite Heart, O Gad, thou awilt not defpife.

O/ the Crvin GovernMmENT of the King’s

Courr.

The civil government of the court is com-
mitted to the lord fteward of the houthold,
who has authority over all the officers and fer-
vants of the king’s houfe, except thofe of his

~majefty’s chapel, chamber, and ftables. He

alfo attends the king at the meeting of parlia-
ments, adminifters the oaths of allegiance and
{fupremacy to all the members of the houfe of
commons, and at the end of the parliament
adjufts the parliamentary expences, ¢5¢c, When
in the king’s prefence he carries a white ftaff;
but at other times it is carried by a footman
bare-headed. This ftaff he breaks at the king’s
death, over the hearfe made for his body, and
by that means difcharges all the officers.

The next officer is the lord chamberlain, who
prefides over all the officers belonging to the
king’s chamber, and all above ftairs, except
the precin@ of the king’s bed-chamber, which
I8 wholly under the graom of the fole. I-j—le,

. The

;

i
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has alfo the overfight of the ferjeant at arms; ;
of the chaplains, though he himfelf is a lay-
man ; of the phyficians, furgeons, barbers, &,
and of the wardrobe, the beds, tents, revels,
mufic, commedians, hunting, meflengers, tram-
pets, drummers, handicrafts, and artifans, re-
tained in the king’s fervice.

The mafter of the great ward-robe, is an offi-
cer of confiderable dignity, and has a falary of
1600 /. a year. He has under him a deputy,
who has 400/, a year, and other officers. There
are alfo {feveral tradefmen and artificers, belong-
ing to his office, who are fworn fervants to the
king, and who are to furnifh fuch things as are
neceflary for the coronations, marriages, and
funerals of the royal family; to provide robes
for the knights and officers of the garter; coats
for the king’s heralds, and purfuivants at arms,
with robes and liveries for many officers and
{fervants at court.

. The next great officer is the mafter of the
horfe, who has the management of the king’s
ftables and breed of horfes, and prefides over
the equerries, pages, footmen, grooms, riders
of the great horfes, farriers, {miths, coachmen,
faddlers, and the other trades working for the
king’s ftables. He has alfo the care of the
lands and revenues appointed for the king’s
breed of horfes, and of the litters, coaches,
fumpter horfes, ¢Fc. But the- accounts of the
ftables for provender, livery and board wages,
are obliged to be brought by the avener,
who is chief clerk of the avery, to be paffed
and allowed by the board of green-cloth. :

The
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‘The mafter of the horfe has the peculiar pri-
vilege of making ufe of the king’s coaches,
horfes, pages, and footmen, when he goes a-
broad ; and upon any folemn cavalcade, he rides
next behind the king, leading a horfe of ftate.

Almotft all the officers and fervants, are under
thefe principal officers of his majefty’s houthold.

Of the Officers in the Compting-houfe, under the

Lord Steward of the King’s Houfbold.

The officers under the lord fteward of the
houfhold are thofe of the compting-houfe, where
that great officer has under him a treafurer, and
a comptroller, a cofferer, mafter of the houfe-
hold, two clerks of the green-cloth, and two
clerks comptrollers, who take an account of the
daily expences of the king’s houfhold, make
provifion for its fupport, and make payments
and orders for the regular government of the

1
]
:
J
\
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fervants, who are very numerous, and {fome of

them bave confiderable falaries. In this office
is the board of green-cloth, fo called from the
colour of the cloth which covers the table, at
which 1s- held a court compofed of the perfons
laft-mentioned ; the three firft of whom are ge-
nerally of the king’s privy-council. It is a
court of juftice that continually fits in the king’s
houfe, and has the government of the king’s
court-royal, with authority not only to correét all
the fervants guilty of any offence, but to main-
tain the peace within the verge, wherever the

court relidess
In the abfence of the lord fteward, the trea-
furer of the king’s houfe, with the comptroller,
and
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~and other officers of the board of green-cloth,
together with the fteward of the marfhalfea,
have power to hear and determine treafons, mur-
ders, manflaughters, felonies, breaches of the
peace, and other crimes committed within the
verge. But there is no inftance in any of the
late reigns of any trial before thefe officers for
treafon or felony. ’Tis very remarkable, that
by alaw of the above court, if any man pre-
{umes to firike another within the palace where
the king refides, and draws blood, his right
hand is to be cut off, and the offender fined and
imprifoned during life.

"The comptroller’s office is to comptrol the ac-
compts of the green-cloth.

"The cofferer infpes into the behaviour of the
other officers of the houfe ; pays the wages of
the king’s fervants, both above and below ftairs ;
and alfo pays for the provifions, by the direftion
of the board of green-cloth.

"The mafter of the houthold’s office is to fur-
vey the accounts of the houfe.

All thefe officers fit in judgment with the lord
fteward, treafurer, and comptroller in the court
of verge.

"The clerks of the kitchen appoint the diet of
the king and houfhold every month ; wait upon
his majefty, and alfo upon foreign princes when
entertained by the king. - The chief clerk keeps
all the records, leidger-books, and debentures
for falaries, &5, for provifions and neceffaries
ifluing from the offices of the pantry, buttery,
and cellar 5 and has feveral other duties, which
oblige him to be in conftant waiting. o

1€
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The fecond clerk waits upon the diet, and
when ordered by the board of green-cloth, is to
attend the king in his progrefs.

Of OFFICERS and SERVANTS iz ordinary
above Stairs.

Under the lord chamberlain, and vice-cham-
berlain, both of whom are always privy counfel-
lors, are a fecretary, deputy fecretary, firft and
fecond clerk, and an office-keeper.

The firt of the 1z gentlemen of the bed-
chamber is groom of the ftole, and is fo called
from the name of his majefty’s long robe os
veftment. It is his office to put on his majefty’s
fhirt every morning, and tc give orders relating
to the bed-chamber. He has a falary of zooo/.
per annum. 'The gentlemen of the bed-chamber,
who have 10col. a year each, and are compofed
of the principal nobility, wait weekly one at 2
time in their turn, and in the abfence of the
groom of the ftole, lie all night by the king ona
pallet bed.  They alfo wait upon the king when
he eats in private; for then the cupbearers,
carvers, and fervers’ do not wait. 'There are
alfo eight grooms of the bed-chamber, who
have a falary. of 500l a year each; and fix
pages of the back-ftairs.

There are 48 gentlemen of the privy chamber,
fix of whom are always appointed by the lord
chamberlain, together with the mafter of the
ceremonies, whofe office is to introduce all
foreign ambaffadors, ¢Fc. to his majelty. At
every coronation two of the gentlemen of the
privy chamber, drefs’d in ducal robes, perfonate

~
o
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the dukes of dguitain and Normaniy. At all
public {olemnities they go next to the privy
counfellors who are not peers ; and as a par-
ticular mark of royal favour, they are impowered
 to execute the king’s verbal commands, with-
out producing any written orders; their peribns
and charalters being fufficient authority.

‘There are four gentlemen-uthers of the privy
chamber, who command all the officers under
them in the privy lodgings (thofe of the bed-
chamber excepted). They have the honour of
leading the queen in the abfence of the lord
chamberlain and vice-chamberlain, and attend
in the clofet of the chapel, where no other
gentleman-ufher waits.

In the prefence chamber there are four gen-
tlemen-ufhers, who are daily waiters in ordinary.
The firft of whom is officer of the black-rod,
and during the fitting of parliament, daily at-
tends the houfe of lords, where he has a feat
within the bar. He carries a black ftaff in his
hand, and when the king commands the com-
mons to attend him ‘in that houfe, he always
fends the black-rod. Alfo to his cuftody delin-
quents are committed by the lords. He is like-
wile ufher of the noble order of the garter. The
gentleman-ufhers wait' in the prefence-chamber,
where they attend next the king’s perfon.

‘There arc alfo in the prefence chamber eight
gentlemen-ufhers, quarterly weiters in ordinary,
who give direQions to the grooms and pages, i
the abfence of the gentlemen-ufhers daily waiters,
to whom they are fubordinate.

S © There
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There are four gentlemen cup-bearers, four
gentlemen carvers, and four gentlemen-fewers,
who were very ancient officers of the crown, and
their places are honourable ; hence they precede
many great officers, who have larger {falaries,
and very confiderable perquifites. At all coro-
nations, three earls put in their claims to officiate
in the places of cup-bearer, carver, and fewer -
one of each of thefe officers is chofen as afe
filtant to the nobility for that day, and alfo
appears in the cavalcade, &5. :

Befides the great wardrobe, there are feveral
ftanding wardrobes at Whiteball, Kenfington,
Windfor, Hampton Court, &c. under the direc-
tion of feveral wardrobe-keepers and other offi-
cers, as a deputy ; a clerk of the robes and
wardrobes ; a yeoman; 3 grooms; a page 3
a brufher; a fempitrefs ; a body laundrefs, and
a ftarcher. Befides which there are a treafurer
of the chamber ; a comptroller of the chamber 3
an auditor of the chamber, a mafter of the
jewel-houfe, and four other officers.

There 15 alfo a removing wardrobe which
attends upon the king, queen, &'¢. and is at
the command of the lord chamberlain, who
difpofes of the vacant places. Thefe are a yeo-
man of the removing wardrobe : two Grooms of
the wardrobe ; and three Pages of the ward-robe.

"The groom porteris, by his office, to fee that
the king’s lodging is furnifhed with tables,
chairs, and firing 5 to provide cards, dice,
bowls, ¢, and to decide difputes at play.

And the office of mafter of the revels, was
to fuperintend fuch comedies and mafques as
were formerly played at court. or
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Al the military Gowernment of the King’s Court.

The honourable band of gentlemen pen-
fioners, ‘inftituted by king Henry VII. wait
m the prefence chamber, and attend the king
with their pole-axes to and from chapel ; and
alfo on all great folemnities, as coronations, pub-
ic audiences of ambaffadors, and at the fu-
nerals of kings. 'They are 40 in number, be-
fides officers, and are commanded by a noble-
man or knight of the garter, who is their
€aptain. They have alfo a lieutenant, a ftandard-
bearer, a clerk of the cheque, and a gentleman-
harbinger, to provide lodging for them, and to
act as deputy to the clerk of the cheque, in
his abfence. ~The band wait half at a time
quarterly : however on Chriftmas-day, Eafler-
day, Whitlunday, All-Saints, St. George’s day,
the coronation days, and other extraordinary
occafions, they are all obliged to give their at-
tendance. 'They have alfo the honour of. car-
rying up the king’s dinner on coronation days,
and on St. George’s day. 'Their arms are gilt

pole-axes, and they have 100 /. a year each.
The yeomen of the guard attend in the guard
chamber. They wear fcarlet coats and breeches,
guarded with gold lace and blue velvet, with
filver badges gilt, upon their coats, both before
and behind ; they have black velvet caps, and
their coats and caps are made in the fathion
which prevailed in -king Henry VIIIs reign.
They carry partizans (in their hands, and have
large fwords by their fides. They are 100._in
number, and have 39/. 115, and 34. a year
S 2 cach
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each, and diet allowed them. Thirty-fix of
thefe yeomen wait upon the king in his palaces
by day, and 18 watch in the night. They alfo
attend the king when he goes abroad by land or
water. Forty of thefe are warders in the Tower
of London. 'They are commanded by a captain,
who has 1000/ a year; a licutenant, who has

500 /. anenfign, a clerk of the cheque, two

exons, and eight yeomen uthers.

The king’s life-guard confifts of 724 horfe-
men, officers'included, and are divided into two
troops ; to each of which there is now added a
troop of grenadiers, confifting of 44 men,
officers included ; who are diftin& from the
two troops, and have captains or colonels of
their own. Each of thefe troops is divided into
four {quadrons, two of which mount the guard
one day in fix, and are relieved in their turns.
Parties from this guard attend the king’s perfon,
wherever he goes near home ; but if his maje-
fty goes out of town, he is attended by a
detachment from the reft of the two troops.
Wherefoever his majefty walks, he his attended
by one of the two captains, who always waits
near the king, carrying in his hand an ebony
ftaff or truncheon, with a gold head, on which
is engraven his majefty’s cypher and crown.
Near him attends anpther principal officer, with
an ebony ftaff’ and filver head, and two briga-
diers with ebony ftaves headed with ivory, and
engraven as the others.

One divifion of the grenadiers mounts with a
divifion of the troop to which they belong:
they march out in finall parties from the guard ;

I\Cl‘«

L fane o 2 0 s Ton



Kings HousHorp, 197

perform centinel duty on foot; attend his ma-
jelty on foot when he walks abroad, and always
march with great detachments.

Of the Precedency of the Officers of the King’s

uards.

%7 The captains of the king’s horfe-guards

always command as eldeft colonels of horfe ;
the licutenants as eldeft lieutenant colonels of
horfe; the cornets and guidons, as eldeft majors
of horfe; the quarter-mafters as youngeft cap-
tains of horfe ; and the brigadiers as eldeft lieu-
tenants of horfe. Among themfelves every
officer when on detachments, takes place ac-
cording to the date of his commiflion; but
when the two troops march with their colours,
the officer of the elder troop commands him of
equal rank with himfelf in the other, though
his commiflion be of elder date.

His majefty’s regiment of horfe takes place
next after tle two troops of guards, and the
colonel has the precedency of all other colonels
of horfe. 'Thus alfo the king’s own regiment of
foo: guards, takes place of all other regiments
of foot; and the colonel is always to precede
as the firlt colonel. he Coldftream regiment
takes the next place ; the/third regiment of
foot guards takes place next to the (,oldiheam
all other regiments of horfe or foot, not of the
guards, t"'<e place according to their re-
{peftive feniorities from the time they were firfk
yaifed ; and no regiment lofes its precedency by
the death or removal of its colonel.

S 3 N.B.In
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N. B. In books of this kind are ufually in-
ferted lifts of all the publick Orrices, with the
officers names, and their {alaries ; but as thele
accounts are publifhed every year with the
A]manacks, and are befides, made every day
imperfect either by the death or advancement of
the gentlemen who attended, we have here
omitted them as unneceflary and ufelefs articles.

AR R B R RR R

An Hiftorical account of the Policy and Tr adu
of GREAT BriTAIN,

TTIE prefent {fyltem of Ewugli/b politics
may properly be faid to have taken rife

i the reign of queen Elizabeth, At this time
the proteihnt religion was eftablifhed, which
naturally allied us %o the reformed ftates, and
made all the popith powers our enemies.

We began in the {ame reign to extend our
grade, by which we made it neceffary to our-
felves to watch the commercial progrefs of our
neighbours ; and, if not to incommode and
obftruét their trafick, to hinder them from im-
pairing ours.

We then likewife fettled colonies in America,

which was become the great {cene of Eurgpean
ambition; for, feeing with what treafures the
Spaniards were nnn"}ly inriched from Mexice
and Peru, every nation imagined, that an 4me-
vican conqueft or plantation wogld certainly filt
the mother country with gold and filver. This
produced a large extent “of very diftant domi-
nions; ¢f which we, at this time, neither knew

nes
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- nor forefaw the advantage or incumbrance : we
feem to have fnatched them into our hands,
upon no very juft principles of policy, only be-
caufe every ftate, according to a ‘prejudice of
long continuance, concludes itfelf more power-
ful as its territories become more extenfive.

‘The difcoveries of new regions, which were
then every day made, the profit of remote
traffick, and the neceflity of long voyages, pro-
duced, in a few years, a great multiplication of
thipping. The fea was confidered as the
wealthy element ; and, by degrees, a new kind
of fovereignty arofe, called naval dominion.

- As the chief trade of the world, {fo the chief
maritime power was at firft in the hands of the
Portuguefe and Spaniards, who, by a compa&,
to which the confent of other princes was not
atked, had divided the newly difcovered coun-
tries between them ; but the crown of Portygal
having fallen to the king of Spain, or being
feized by him, he was mafter of the fhips of
the two nations, with which he kept all the
coalts of Europe in alarm; till the Armadas, he
bad raifed at a vaft expence for the conqueft of
England, was deftroyed, which put a ftop, and
almoft an end, to the naval power of the
Spaniards.

At this time the Dutch, who were opprefled
by the Spaniards, and feared yet greater evils
tifan they felt, refolved no longer to endure the
infolence of their mafters ; they therefore re-
volted, and after a ftruggle, in which they were
afiifted by the money and forces of Elizabeth,

erected an independant and powerful gommon-
wealth, * Whea
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When the inhabitants of the Leav Countrics
had formed their fyftem of government, and
{fome remiffion of the war gave them leifure to
form f{chemes of future profperity, they eafily
perceived that, as their territories were narrow
and theit numbers fmall, they cou’d preferve
themf{elves only by that power which is the
confequence of wealth ; and that, by a people
whofe country produced only the neceffaries of
life, wealth was not to be acquired, but from
foreign dominions, and by the tranfportation of
the produ&s of one country into another.

From this neceflity, thus juftly eftimated,
arofe a plan of commerce, which was for many
years profecuted with induftry and fuccefs, per-
haps never feen in the world before, and by
which the poor tenants of mud-walled villages
and impaffable bogs, erefted themfelves into
high and mighty ftates, who fet the greateft
monarchs at defiance, whofe alliance was courted
by the proudeft, and whofe power was dreaded
by the fierceft nations. By the eftablifhment of
this ftate there arofe to Ewgland a new ally and
a new rival.

At this time, which feems to be the period
deftined for the change of the face of Europe,
France began firfl to rife into power, and from
defending her own provinces with difficulty and
flutuating fuccefs, to threaten her neighbours
with incroachments and devaftations. Henry
the fourth having, after a long ftruggle, ob-
tained the crown, found it eafy to govern nobles
exhaufted and wearied with a long civil war,
and having compofed the difputes between the

proteflants
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proteftants and papifts, {o as to obtain, at leaft>

a truce for both parties, was at leifure to accu-
muatate treafure, and raifed forces which he
propofed to have employed in adefign of fettling
for ever the balance of Eurgre. Of this great
icheme he lived not to fee the vanity, or feel the
difappointment ; for he was murthered in the
midit of his mighty preparations. -

The Frexch, however, were in this reign
tanght to know their own power ; and the great
defigns of a king, whofe wifdom they had fo
lomg experienced, even though they were not
brosght to aCtual experiment, difpofed them to
confider themfelves as mafters of the deftiny of
their neighbours : and from that time he that
thall nicely examine their {chemes and condutt
will, I believe, find that they began to take an
air of {uperiority, to which they had never pre-
tended before ; and that they have been always
employed, more or lefs openly upon {chemes of
dominion, though with frequent interruptions
from domeftic troubles, and with thofe inter-
mitions which human councils muft always
fuffer, as men intrufted with great affairs are
diffipated in youth, and languid in age, are
embarraffed by competitors, or, without any

xternal reafon, change their minds.

France was now no longer in dread of infults
and invafions from England. She was not ouly
zble to maintain her own territories, but pre-
pared, on all occafions, to invade others, and
we had now 2 neighbour whofe intereft it was
to be an enemy, and who has difturbed us,

fromyg
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from that time to this, with open hoi’u]xty oz
fecret machinations.

Such was the ftate of England and its neigh-
bours, when Elizaberh left “the crown to j‘a;,ze;
of Scotland. 1t has not, I think, been ﬁequent—
ly obferved by hiftorians at how critical a time
the union of the two kingdoms happened. ' Had
- England and Scotland continued {eparate king-
doms, when France was eftablifhed in the full
pofleflion of her natural power,- the Scors, in
continuance of the league, which it would now
have been more than ever their intereft to ob-
ferve, would, upon every inftigation of the
French court, have raifed an army with French
money, and harrafled us with an invafion, im
which they would have thought themfelves fuc-
cefsful, whatever numbers they might have left
behind them. To a people warlike and in-
digent, an incurfion into a rich country is never
hurtful. The pay of France, and the plunder
of the northern counties, would always have
tempted them to hazard their lives, and we
fhould have been under a necefiity of keeping
a line of garifons along our border.

This tlouble, however, we efcaped by, the
acceflion of king Fames; but it is uncertain,
whether his natural difpofition did not injure us
more than this accidental condition happened to
benefit us. He was a man of great theoretical
knowledge, but of no pm&:cal wifdom ; he
was very well able to difcern the true mtelcﬁ of
him{elf, .his kingdom and his pofterity, but fa-
crificed i, upon all occafions, to his prefpnt
Pleafulc or his prefent eafe; fo Confcxous of his

v own
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own knowledge and abilities, that he would not
fuffer a minifter to govern ; and {o lax of atten-
tion, and timorous of oppofition, that he was
notable to govern for himfelf, With this cha-
salter Fames quietly faw the Dasch invade our
commerce ; the French grew every day ftronger
and ftronger, and the proteftant intereft, of
which he boafted himfelf the head, was op-
prefled on every fide, while he writ and hunted,
and difpatched ambafladors, who, when their
mafter’s weaknefs was once known, were treated
in foreign courts with very little ceremony.
Fames, however, took care to be flattered at
‘home, and was neither angry nor athamed - at
the appearance that he made in other countries.

Thus England grew weaker, or what is in
political eftimation the fame thing, faw her
neighbours grow ftronger, without receiving
proportionable additions to her own power.
Not that the mifchief was fo great as it is gene-
rally conceived or reprefented ; for, I believe -
it may be made to appear, that the wealth of
the nation was, in this reign, very ‘much in-
creafed, though that of the crown was leflened,
Our repuration for war was impaired, but com-
merce {feems to have been carried on with great
induftry and vigour, and nothing was wantiag,
but that we fhould have defended ourfelves from
the incroachments of our neighbours.

The inclination to plant colonies in America
fiill continued, and this being the only projeét -
i which men of adventure and enterprize could
exert their qualities in a pacific reign, multitudes
who were difcontented with their conditiorll in

their
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their native country, and fuch multitudes thers
will always be, fought relief, or at leaft change,
in the weftern regions, where they fettled in the
northern parts of the continent, at a diftance
from the Spaniards, at that time almoft the only
nation that had any power or will to obftruct us.
Such was the condition of this country when
the unhappy Gharles inherited the crown. He
had feen the errors of his father, without being
able to prevent them, and, when he began his
reign, .endeavoured to raife the nation to its
former dignity. ‘The French papifts had begua
a new war upon the proteftants : Charles fent a
fleet to invade Rbee and relieve Rochelle, but his
attempts were defeated, and the proteftants were
fubdued. The Dutch, grown wealthy and ftrong,
claimed the right of fithing in the Brit;/b {feas :
this claim the king, who faw the increafin
power of the ftates of Ho/land, refolved to con-
teft. But for this end it was neceflary to build
a fleet, and a fleet could not be built without
expence : he was advifed to levy thip-money,
which gave occafion to-the civil war, of which
the events and conclufion are too well known.
While the inhabitants of this ifland were em-
broiled among themfelves, the power of Frauce
and Holland was every day increafing. The
Dutch had over-come the difficulties of their in-
fant commonwealth, and as they ftill retained thetr
vigour and induftry, from rich grew continually
richer, and from powerful more powerful.
They extended their traffick, and had not yet
admitted luxury, fo that they had the means and
the will to accumulate wealth, without any in-
citement
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citement to fpend it. 'The French, who wanted
nothing to make them powerful but a prudent
regulation of the revenues, and a proper ufe of
their natural advantages, by the fucceflive care
of fkillful minifters became every day ftronger,
and more confcious of their firength.

About this time it was, that the Fremch firft
began to turn their thoughts to traffick and na-
vigation, and to defire, like other nations, an
American territory.  All the fruitful and va-
Iuable parts of the weftern world were already
either occupied or claimed, and nothing remain-
ed for France but the leavings of other naviga-
tors, for fhe was not yet haughty enough to
feize what the neighbouring powers had already
appropriated. )

The French therefore contented themfelves
with {fending a colony to Canada, a cold un-
comfortable uninviting region, from which no-
thing but furrs and fith were to be had, and
where the new inhabitants could only pafs a
laborious and neceflitous life in perpetual regret
of the delicioufnefs and plenty of their native
country.

Notwithftanding the opinion which our coun-
trymen have been taught to entertain of the
comprehenfion and forefight of French poli-
ticians, I am not able to perfuade myfelf, that
when this colony was firft planted, it was
thooght of much value even by thofe that
encouraged it; there was probably nothing
more intended than to provide a drain into
which the wafte of an exuberant nation
might be thrown, a place where thofe who

9y wha
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could do no good might live without the |

power of doing mifchief.
Some new advantage they undoubtedly {aw, or

imagined themfelves to {ee, and what more was

neccﬁ‘ary to the eftablifhment of the colony was .

fupplied by natural inclination to experiments,
and that impatience of doing nothmg, to which
mankind perhaps owe much “of what is imagined
to be effeéted by more fplendid motives.

In this region of defolate ferility they fettled
themfelves, upon whatever principle; and ‘as
they have from that time had the happinefs of a
government by which no intereft has been neg-
letted, nor any partof their fubjects overlooked,
they have by continual encouragement and
affitance from France, been perpetually enlarg-
ing their bounds and increafing their numbers.

Thefe were at firft, like other nations who
invaded America, inclined to confider the neigh-
bourhood of the natives, as troublefome and
dangerous, and are charged with having de-
flroyed great numbers ; but they are now grown
wifer, if not honefter, and inftead of endea-
vouring to frighten the Indians away, they in-
vite them to intermarriage and cohabitation,
and allure them by all practicable methods to
become the fubjefts of the king of France.

If the Spaniards, when they firlt took pofief-
fion of the newly difcovered world, inftead of

deftroying the inhabitants by thoufands, had
either had the humanity, or the policy, to have -
conciliated them by knd treatment, and to have
united them gradually to their own people, fuch
an accefhon might have been madeto the power |

of'
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of the king of Spain, as would have made
him far the greateft monarch that ever yet ruled
on the globe; but the opportunity was loft by
foolithnefs and cruelty, and now can never be
recovered.

When the parliament had finally prevailed over
our king, and the army over the parliament, the
intereft of the twocommonwealths of England and
Holland, foon eppeared to be oppofite, and the
new government declared war againft the
Dutch. In this conteft was exerted the utmoft
power of the two nations, and the Dutch were
anaily defeated, yet not with fuch evidence of
fuperiority as left us much reafon to boaft our
viCtory ; they were obliged however to folicit
peace, which was granted them on eafy con-=
ditions, and Cromawell, who was now pofleffed
of the {upreme power, was left at leifure to
purfue other defigns. i

The Eurapean powers had not yet ceafed to
look with envy on the Spani/b acquifitions 1n
America, and therefore Cromawell thought that,
if he gained any part of thofe celebrated re-
gions, he fhould exalt his own reputation, and
inrich the country. He therefore quarrelled
with the Spaniards upon fome fuch fubjeét of
contention, as he that is refolved upon hoflility
may always find, and “fent Pern and Venables
into the weftern feas, They firft landed in
Hifpaniola, whence they were driven off with no
great reputation to themfelves ; and that they
might not return without having done fome-
thing, they afterwards invaded Jamaica, where
they found lefs refiftance, and obtained that

' 152 ifland,
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ifland, which was afterwards configned to us, being
probably of little value to the Spaniard:, tho’
1t is of great confequence to Brizain. :

Cromwell, who perhaps had not leifure to
ftudy foreign politics, was very fatally miftaken
with regard to Spain and France. Spain had -
been the laft power in Europe, which had openly
pretended to give Jaw to other nations, and the
memory of this terror remained when the real
caufe was at an end. We had more lately
been frighted by Spain than by France, and
though very few were then alive of the gene-
ration that had their fleep broken by the 4r-
mada, yet the name of the Spaniards was fill
terrible, and a war againft them was pleafing to
the people.

Our own troubles had left us very little defire
to look out upon the continent, and inveterate
prejudice hindered us from perceiving, that for
more than half a century the power of France
had been increafing, and that of Spaiz had been
growing lefs ; nor does it feem to have been re-
membred, which yet required no great depth of
policy to difcern, that of two monarchs, neither
of which could be long our friend, it was our
intereft to have the weaker near us, or that if a
war fhould happen, Spaiz, however wealthy or
ftrong in herfelf, was, by the difperfion of her
territories, more obnoxious to the attacks of a
naval pawer, and confequently had more to fear
trom us, and had it lefs in her power” to hurt
us.

All thefe confiderations were over-looked by
the wifdom of that age, and Cromwell aflifted

the
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the French to drive the Spaniard: out of Flanders,
at 2 time when it was our intereft to have fup-.
ported the Spaniards againft France, as formerly
the Hollanders againt Spain, by which we might
at lealt have retarded t. = growth of the French
power, though I thinz 1t muft have finally
prevailed.

During this time, our colonies which were lefs
difturb’d by our commotions than the mother
country, -naturally increafed ; it is probable
that many who were unhappy at home took
fhelter in thofe remote regions, where for the
fake of inviting greater pumbers, every one
was allowed to think and live his own way..
The French fettlement in the mean time went
flowly forward, too inconfiderable to raife any
jealoufy, and too weak to attempt any incroach-
ments.

When Cromawell died, the confufions that
followed produced the reftoration of monarchy,
and fome time was employed in repairing the
ruins of our conftitution, and reftoring the na-
tion to a ftate of peace. In every change there
will be many that fuffer real or imaginary grie--
vances, and therefore many will be diffatisfied.
This was, perhaps, the reafon why feveral co-
lonies had their beginning in the reign of
Charles the fecond.  The Quakers willingly
fought refuge in Perfylvania; and it is not un-
likely that Carolina owed its inhabitants to the
remains of that reftlefs difpofition, which had
given fo much difturbance to our country, and
had now no opportunity of adting at home.

T3 The
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 The Dutch flill continuing to increafe in
wealth and power, either kindled the refent-
ment of their neighbours by their infolence, or
raifed their envy by their profperity. Charles
made war upon them without much advantage ;
but they were obliged at laft to confefs him the
fovereign of the narrow {eas. They were re-
duced almoft to extremities by an invafion from
France ; but {foon recovered from their confterna-
tion, and by the fluCtuation of war, regained
their cities and provinces with the fame fpeed as
they had loft them.

During the time of Charles the fecond the
power of France was every day increafing ; and
Chazrles, who never difturbed himfelf with re-
mote confequences, faw the progrefs of her
arms, and the extenfion of her dominions, with.
very little uneafinefs. He was indeed fome-
times driven by the prevailing fa&ion into con-
federacies againtt her ; but as he had, probably,,.
a fecret par tlahty in her favour, he never perfe~
vered ]ong in a&ing againft her, nor ever alted
with much vigour ; fo that, by his feeble re-
fiftance, he rat her raifed' her confidence, than
hindered her defigns.

About this time the French firft began to per-
ceive the advantage of commerce, and the im-
portance of a raval force ; and fuch encourage-
ment was given to manufa&ures, and fo eagerly
was every proje& received, by which trade could
be advanced, tnat, in a few years, the {ea was
filled with their ﬂups, and all the parts of the
world crouded with their merchants. There is,,

perhaps, no inftance in human flory of fuch a
change:
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change produced, in fo fhort a time, in the
fchemes and manners of a.people ; of fo many
fpurces of wealth opened ; and fuch numbers of
artificers and merchants made to ftart out of the
ground, as was feen in the miniftry of Colbert.
Now it was that the power of France became
formidable to England. Her dominions were
large before, and her armies numerous ; but her
operations were neceffarily confined to the con-
tinent. She had neither fhips for the tranfpor-
tation of her troops, nor money for their {up-
port in diftant expeditions. Colbers faw both
thefe wants, and faw that commerce only would
fupply them., The fertility of their country
furnithes the French with commodities; the
poverty of the common people keeps the price
of labour low. By the obvious practice of
felling much and buying little, it was apparent
that they would foon draw the wealth of other
countries into their own; and, by carrying out
their merchandize in their own veflels, a nu-
merous body of failors would quickly be raifed.
This was projected, and this was performed.
The king of France was {foon enabled to bribe
thofe whom he could not conquer, and to terrify
with his fleets thofe whom his armies could not
have approached. The influence of France was
fuddenly diffufed over all the globe; her arms
were dreaded, and her penfions received in re-
mote regions, and thofe were almoft ready to
acknowledge her fovereignty, who, a few years
before, had fcarcely heard her name. She
thundered on the coafts of frica, and received

ambafladors from Siam. :
Se
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So much may be done by one wife man en-
deavouring with honefty the advantage of the
public. But that we may not rathly condemn
all minifters as wanting wifdom or integrity,
whofe counfels have produced no fuch apparent
benefits to their country, it muft be confidered,
that Colbert had means of a&ing which our
government does not allow. He could inforce
all his orders by the power of an abfolute mo-
narch ; he could compel individuals to facrifice
their private profit to the general good; he
could make one underftanding prefide over
many hands, and remove difficulties by quick
and violent expedients. Where no man thinks
himfelf under any obligation to f{ubmit to
another, and, inflead of co-operating in one
great {cheme, every one haftens through by-
paths to private profit, no great change can fud-
denly be made; nor is fuperior knowledge of
much effet, where every man refolves to ufe his
own eyes and his own judgment, and every one
applauds his own dexterity and diligence in pro-
portion as he becomes rich fooner than his
neighbour.

Colonies are always the effeCts and caufes of
navigation. ‘They who vifit many countries
find {ome in which pleafure, profit, or fafety,
invite them to fettle; and thefe fettlements,
when they are once made, muft keep a per-
petual correfpondence with the original country,
to which they are {ubje&, and on -which they
depend for protetion in danger, and fup-

lies in neceflity. So that a country, once
difcovered and planted, muft always find em-
ploy
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ployment for fhipping, more certainly than
any foreign commerce, which depending on
cafualties may be fometimes more and fometimes
lefs, and which other nations may contralt or
fupprefs. A trade to colonies can never be much
impaired, being, in reality, only an intercourfe
between diftant provinces of the fame empire,
from which intraders are eafily excluded ; hike-
wife the intereft and affeGtion of the correfpon-
dent parties, however diftant, is the fame.

On this reafon all nations, whofe power has
been exerted on the ocean, have fixed colonies
in remote parts of the world, and while thofe
colonies fubfifted, navigation, if it did not in-
creafe, was always preferved from total decay.
With this policy the French were well acquaint-
ed, and therefore improved and augmented the
fettlements in America, and other regions, In
proportion as they advanced their {chemes of
naval greatnefs.

The exa time in which they made their
acquifitions in America, or other quarters of the
globe, it is not neceflary. to collet. It is fuf-
Ecient to obferve, that their trade and their
colonies increafed together ; and, if their naval
armaments were carried o, as they really were,
in greater proportion to their commerce, than
can be praétifed in other countries, it muft’ be
attributed to the martial difpofition at that
time prevailing in the nation, to the frequent
wars which Lewis the fourteenth made upon his
neighbours, and to the extenfive commerce of
the Englifb and Dutch, which afforded fo much
plunder to privateers, that war was more lucra-
tive than traffick. Thug
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Thus the naval power of Fraasce continued
to increafe during the reign of Charles the
{fecond, who, between his fondnefs of eafe and

leafure, the firugeles of faction, which he
could not fupprefs, and his inclination to the
friendfhip of abfolute monarchy, had not much
power or defire to reprefs it.  And of Fames the
{econd, 1t could not be expected that he thould
act againft his neighbours with great vigour,
having the whole body of his fubjeéts to oppofe.
He was not ignorant of the real intereft of his.
country.; he defired its power and its happinefs,.
and thought rightly, that there is no happinefs
without religion; but he thought very er-
roneoufly and abfurd, that there 1s no religion
without popery. :

When the neceflity of felf-prefervation had
impelled the {ubjeéts of Fames to drive him frony
the throne, there came a time in which the paf-
fions, as well as intereft of the government, aéted
againft the French, and in which it may perhaps.
be reafonably doubted, whether the defire of
humbling France was not ftronger' than that of
exalting England ; of this, however, it is not
neceffary to enquire, fince, though the inten-
tion may be different, the event will be the
fame. All mouths were now open to déclare
what every eye had obferved before, that the
arms of France were become dangerous to Europe,
. and that, if her incroachments were fuffered a
little longer, refiftance would be too late.

It was now determined to reaflert the empire
of the fea; but it was more eafily determined
than performed: the French made a vigorous

defence
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defence againft the united power of England
and Holland, and were {fometimes mafters of the
ocean, though the two maritime powers were
united againit them. At length, however, they
were defeated at La Hogue 5 a great part of their
fleet was deftroyed, and they were -reduced to
carry on the war only with their privateers,
from whom there was fuffered much petty mif-

~ chief, though there was no danger of conqueft

or invafion. They difirefled our merchants,
and obliged us to the continual expence of con-
yoys and fleets of obfervation ; and, by fkulk-
ing in little coves and fhallow waters, efcaped
our purfuit.

In this reign began our confederacy with the
Dutch, which mutual intereft has now improved
into a friendfhip, conceived by fome to be in-
feperable, and from that time the ftatés began
to be termed, in the fiile of politicians, our
faithful friends, the allies which nature has
given us, our proteftant confederates, and by
many other names of national endearment. We
have, it is true, the fame intereft, as oppofed to
France, and fome refemblance of religion, as
oppofed to popery ; but we have fuch a rivalry,
in refpeét of commerce, as will always keep us
from very clofe adherence to each other. No
mercantile man, or mercantile nation, has any
friendfhip but for money, and alliance between:
them will laft no longer than their common
fafety or common profit is endangered; no
longer than they have an enemy who threatens
to tale from each more than either can take

from the other.
We
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We were both fufficiently intérefted in re-
prefling the ambition, and obftrutting the com-
merce of Frarce; and therefore we concurred
with as much fidelity and as regular co-operation
as is commonly found. The Dutch were in im-
mediate danger, the armies of their enemies
hovered over their country ; and therefore they
were obliged to difmifs for a time their love of
money, and their narrow projets of private
profit, and to do whata trader does not willing-
ly at any time believe neceflary, to facrifice a
part for the prefervation of the whole. :

A peace was at length made, and the French
with their ufual vigour and induftry rebuikt
their fleets, reftored their commerce, and became
in a very few years able to conteft again the
dominion of the fea. Their fhips were well
built, and always very numeroufly manned ; their
commanders, having no hopes but from their
bravery or their fortune, were refolute, and
being very carefully educated for the fea, were
eminently fkillful.

All this was foon perceived, when queen
Anne, the then darling of England, declared
war againft France. Our fuccefs by fea, though
fufficient to keep us from dejection, was not
fuch as dejefted our enemies. It is, indeed, to
be confefied, that we did mot exert our whole
naval ttrength ; Marlborough was the governor
of our counfels, and the great view of Marl-
borough was a war by land, which he knew well
how to conduét ,both to the honour of his
country and his own profit. The fleet was
sherefore farved, that the army might be fup-

1 plied,
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plied, and nayal advantages were negle@ed for)
the fake of taking a town in Flanders, to be
garrifoned by our allies. 'The French, however,
were {o weakened by one deféat after another,
that, though their fleet was never deflroyed by
any total overthrow, they at laft retained it in
their harbours, and applied their whole force to
the refiftance of the confederate army, that now
began to approach their frontiers, aad threaten-
ed to lay watle their provinces and cities.

In the latter years of this war, the danger of
their neighbourhood in America {eems-to y have
been confidered, and a fleet was fitted oyt and
{fupplied with a proper number of land forces to
{eize Quebec, the capital of Canada, or New
Bronce 5 5 but this ex pedmon mifcarried, like
that of lord Au/on againft the 'Spaniards, by the
latenefs of the feafon, and our ignorance of the
coafts, on which we were to at, We returned
with lofs, and only excited our enemies to
greater vigilance, and perhaps to ftronger for-
tifications.

When the peace of Urrechz was made, the
French applied themfelves with the utmoft in-
duftry to the extenfion of their trade, which we
were fo far from hindering, that for many years
our miniftry thought their frienc dthip of fuch
value, as to be cheaply purchafed by whatever
conceflion.

Inftead therefore ofoppoﬁng, as we had hither-
to profcffcd to do, the boundlefs ambition of the
houfe. of Bourbor, we became on a fudden foli-
citous for its exaltation and ftudious of its in-
terelt. We aflifted the ((.'1(,‘1763 of France and

U : Spain
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Spain with our fleets, -and endeavoured to make

_thefe our friends by fervility, whom nothing
but power will keep quiet, and who muft always
be our enemies while they are endeavouring to
grow greater, and we determine to remain
free.

That nothing might be omitted which could
teftify our willingnefs to continue on any terms
the good friends of F rance, W€ were content to
affift not only their conquefts but their traffick ;
and though we did not openly repeal the pro-
hibitory laws, we yet tamely fuffered commerce
to be carried on between the two nations, and
wool was daily imported to enable them to
make cloth, which they carried to our markets
and {old cheaper than we.

During all this time, they were extending
and ftrengthening their fettlements in Zmerica,
contriving new modes of trafick, and framing
new alliances with the Zudian nations. They
began now to find thefe northern regions, barren
and defolate as they are, fufliciently valuable
to defire at lealt a2 nominal pofleflion, that
might furnith a pretence for. the exclufion of
others : they therefore extended their claim to
tracts of land, which they could never hope to
occupy, took care to give their dominions an
unlimited magnitude, have given in their mags
the name of Louifiana to a country, of which
part is claimed by the Spaniards, and part by
the Englift, without any regard to ancient boun-
daries or prior difcovery. :

- When the return of Columbus from his great
vayage bad filled all Europe with wonder and
curiofity,
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curiofity, Henry the feventh fent Sebaffian Cabot
to try what could be found for the benefit of
England : he declined the track of Columbus,
and, fteering to the weltward, fell upon the
ifland, which, from that time, was called by
the Englifb, Newfoundland, Our princes feem
to have confidered themfelves as intitled by their
right of prior feizure to the northern parts of
America, as the Spaniards were allowed by uni-
verfal confent their claim to the fouthern region
for the fame reafon, and we accordingly made
our principal fettlements within the limits of our
own difcoveries, and, by degtees, planted the
eaftern coaft from Newfoundland to Georgia.

As we had according to the European princi-
ples, which allow little to the natives of thefe
regions, our choice of {ituation in this extenfive
country, we naturally fixed our habitations along
the coaft, for the fake of traffick and corre(pon-
dence, and all the conveniences of navigable
rivers, And when one port or river was occu-
pied, the next colony, inftead of fixing them-
felves in the inland parts behind the former,
went on fouthward, till they pleafed themfelves
with another maritime fituation. For this reafon,
our colonies have more length than depth ;

- their extent fromeeaft to weft, or from the fea to
the interior country, bears no proportion to
their reach along their coafts from north to
{outh.

It was, however, underftood, by a kind of
tacit compact among the commercial powers,
. that pofleflion of the coaft included a right to
the inland, and, therefore, the charters granted

Uiz ) to
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to the feveral colonies limit their diftricts only
from north to {fouth, leaving their pofleflions
from eall to weft uglimited and difcretional, :
fuppofing that, as the colony increafes, they
may take lands as they fhall want them, the
pofleflion of the coafts excluding othe{ navi-
gators. ‘

"This right of the firft European pofleflor was
not difputed till it became the intereft of
the French to queftion it. Canada or New
France, on which they made their firft fettle-
ment, is fituated eaftward of our colonies, be-
tween which they pafs up the ‘great river of
S¢. Laurence, with Neawfoundland on the north, '
and Nowa Scotia on the fouth. Their eftablifh-
ment in this country was neither envied nor
hindered; and they lived here, in no great
numbers a long time, neither molefting their
ELuropean neighbours, nor molefted by them.

But when they grew ftronger and more nu-
merous, they began to extend their territories 3
and, as it is natural for men to feek their own
convenience, the defire of more fertile and
agreeable habitations tempted them fouthward.
There is land enough to the north and weft of
their fettlements, which they may occupy with
as good right as can be fhewn by the other Eu-
7opean ufurpers, and which neither the Engli/b
nor Spaniards will conteft ; but of this cald
region they have enough already, and their
refolution was to get a better country. This
was not to be had but by fettling to the weft of
our plantations, on ground which has been
hitherto fuppofed to belong to us.

. Hither,
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Hither, therefore, they refolved to remove,
and to fix, at their own difcretion, the weftern
border of our colonies, which was heretofore
confidered as unlimited. , Thus by forming a
line of forts, in fome meafure parallel to the
coaft, they inclofe us between their garrifons
and the fea, and not only hinder our extenfion
weftward, but, whenever they have a fafficient
navy in the fea can harras us on each fide, as
they can invade us, at pleafure, from -one or
other of their forts.

This defign was not perhaps difcovered as
foon as it was formed, and was certainly not
oppofed {o foon as it was difcovered, we foolifh-
ly hoped, that their encroachments would ftop,
that they would be prevailed on by treaty and
remonftrance, to give up what they had taken,
or to put limits to themfelves. We {fuffered
them to eftablith oné fettlement after another,
to pafs boundary after boundary, and add fort
to fort, till atlaft they grew ftrong enough to
avow their defigns, and defy us to obftruct
them. ,

It is unpleafing to reprefent our affairs to our
own difadvantage ; yet it is neceflary to thew
the evils which we defire to be removed ; and,
therefore, fome account may very properly be
given of the meafures which have given them
their prefent fuperiority. '

They are faid to be fupplied from France with
better governors than our colonies have the fate
to obtain from England. A French governor is
{feldom chofen for any other reafon than his qua-

‘ Ul lifications
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lifications for his truft. To be a bankrupt at
home, or to be {o infamoufly vicious, that he
cannot be decently proteted in his own country,
feldom recommends any man to the government
of a French colony. Their officers are com-
monly fkilful either in war or commerce, and
are taught to have no expe&ation of honour or
preferment, but from the juftice and vigour of
their adminiftration.

Their great {ecurity is the friendfhip of the
natives, and to this advantage they have cer-
tainly an indubitable right, becaufe it is the
confequence of their virtue. It is ridiculous to
imagine, that the friendfhip of nations, whether
civil or barbarous, can be gained and kept but
by kind treatment ; and furely they who intrude,
uncalled, upon the country of a diftant people,
ought to confider the natives as worthy of com-
mon kindnefs, and content themfelves to rob
without infulting them. 'The French, as has
been already obferved, admit the /Zndians, by
intermarriage, to an equality with themfelves,
and thofe nations, with which they have no fuch
near intercourfe, they gain over to their intereft
by honefty in their dealings ; but our fattors
and traders having no other purpofe in view than
immediate profit, ufe all the arts of an European
compting-houfe ; and alienate the lndians by
their tricks and oppreflions, while our planters
are forming parties, and - quarrelling with theix
governors. '

Bhis
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~ This has been our condu& in 4merica, nor
has our behaviour 'in Exzrope been more prudent
and political. We feem to have loft the intereft
and friendfhip of other nations, at leaft fome of
them, by the ina&ivity of our publick miniiters,
or the frauds committed in our trade. Our
woollen manufattory is faid to have fuffer'd
from the art of over-ftraining our cloth. Our
watch-trade, which employ’d many thoufands,
is come to little, becaufe many of our watches
are faid to be little worth. Our trade of
wrought plate is on the decline, for reafons
which our legiflature have difcover’d, and en-
deavour’d to provide againft ; and many other
branches of commerce are fuffering’ from caufes
which it may not be fo proper here to point out 3
nor thall I take notice of the advantages obtain’d
by the French minifters at other courts for their
merchants, which ours have either overlooked
or negleted. We have only to wifh that our
conduét may be {fo reétified, that in a future
edition of this work the afperities here feen may
be obliterated, and fhall proceed to what, at
prefent, feems of more confequence than com-
plaining ; which is to point out our intereft with
refpet to other nations, and how we ought to
demean ourfelves for the future.
In the firft place then let me lay this down as
a maxim, that it is the intereft of every indi-
vidual and of the whole fociety to be honeft, as
well to nations and whole bodies of men as to
private perfons; for (befides the bleflings of
peace and tranquility which conflantly attend
th fe who have perfe@ re@itude of mind) as
¥ 0r
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our refources are in trade, and we feek. riches
from commerce, nothing will forward our pur-
- fuits fo much as honelty and Integrity in our
dealings.

SR B O B B B B B 1 £

The INTEREST of GREAT BRITAIN wvith .
refpedt to other NATIONS, and to its own
Coroni1Es.

HIS fubje is to be confider’d with re-

gard to our Jecurity, and our trade. We
fhall {peak firft of trade, becaufe on that in a
great meafure depends our Jecurity ; fince from
trade we derive our wealth, and from wealth 2
great portion of our firength and power : be-
fide this, we, by trade, often make ourfelves
neceffary to other' nations, and by that means
intereft them in the promotion of our fecurity
and welfare; and by trade we are enabled to
maintain a great number of feamen to fupply the
exigencies of the ftate, without drawing any
thing for their fubfiftence from the publick
coffers.

There is no fubje@, perhaps, ‘that is more
talked of than trade, or that is lefs underftood ;
and ignorance and error here, as in other arts
and fciences, arife partly from people content-
ing themfelves with thinking, and talking as it
were by rote, without having furnifhed their
minds with the firft principles, and general
maxims, which are neceffary to guard them

from
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from miftake ; and partly from particular perfons
conceiting themfelves (like the fly in the fable)
of more confequence to the community than
they are. Some even of the intelligent fort
often talk of the commerce of the nation, with-
out at all confidering what branches are benefi-
cial, or obnoxious to the publick (for that 2
trade may be beneficial to the merchant, and
yet injurious to the nation, is one of thofe
maxims to which every body affents ) and
others, whenever trade is mention’d, refer to
their own accounts, inftead of the exports and
imports of the cuftom-houafe ; our trade is good,
or bad as the wind blows for, or againft them,
and the affairs of the nation are meafured by
their own little concerns. 'This is altogether
abfurd, and a man who would know the real
ftate and ufefulnefs of trade, with regard to the
body of the nation, muft firft confider what
goods are imported and exported ; and from
the nature and ufe of thofe imported, and the
quantities and qualities of thofe, and of our
own manufactures exported, draw his concla-
{ions ; which is not to be done from the printed
bills of entry ; for here a fum of money properly
applied may induce the compofitor to depart
from his copy, and leflen or increafe the quan-
tity, as may beft {uit the merchant’s advantage ;
the calculation therefore, fhould be taken from
the books of the cuftom-houfe, and not from
tranfcripts or printed papers.

As this volume will probably fall into the
hands of youth, whofe minds are as yet un-

prejudiced, and open to the diétates of truth and
‘ reafon,
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reafon, we fhall infert fome rules or maxims for
the conduét of the underftanding in matters of
. commerce, many of which are, I think, felf-
evident, and others as capable of demonftration
as any propofition in Euc/id.

1. As the firength of a nation confifts in the
number of its inhabitants, fo the real riches of a
nation will be found to confift in having a great
number of people imployed at the expence of
other nations: I {ay at the expence of other na=
tions, becaufe, where a ballance in trade is ob-
tained from any other country in favour of our
own, fo much as that ballance amounts to, fo
much that country pays towards the mainte=
nance of our merchants, tradefmen, manu-
fatturers, failors, landlords, tenants, and ins
deed towards the fupport of our government,
and the neceflities of the ftate. Hence it will
follow, that that nation which has the greateft
number of hands employed in manufa@ories for

- the fervice, and at the expence of other coun-
tries, will bein the moft flourifhing fituation.

2. Now the balance of trade arifes from one
nation’s exporting or felling more goods to an-
other, than it takes of that nation in return ;
and receiving the ballance in gold or filver :
and where this happens, the ballance of trade
is faid to be againft that nation which makes
fuch payments in gold or filver, and in favour of
the other; becaufe that gold and filver which is
become the common meafure for computing the
value of merchandize, the finews of war, and
the means of obtaining the neceffaries both of
publick and private life, will be decreafing with
; the
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the one ftate, and increafing with the other,
And in proof of this, where the balance of
trade is obtained in one country from another,
the coin of that country will be found ; which
_is the reafon that Britain has fo much Portugal
oold, and that Frence has {fo much Spanifb filver.
Not but that a balance of trade may be in-
direé@ly drawn from a nation who pays no gold
and filver in return, but only fupplies the -ma-~
terials, and confequently the means of obtain-
ing gold and filver from fome other nation, as
will be feen hereafter.

3. That trade is undoubtedly good, which
exports the manufattures made of the fole pro-
du@ and growth of our own country ; fuch as
York/bire cloths, baize, {erges, Salifbury flannels,
Noravich ftuffs, yarn and worfted hofe, &c
which being made folely of Britifb wool, and
wrought by our own manufa&urers, fo much as
thofe exports amount to; fo much is the clear
gain to the nation.

4+ That trade which promotes the confump-
tion of our fuperfluities, is alfo vifibly advan-
tageous; as the exporting of alum, copperas,
leather, tin, lead, coals, &F¢. So much as the
exported fuperfluities amount unto, fo much
‘alfo is gained to the nation. :

5. The importing of foreign materials to be
manufaétured at home, efpecially if the goods
fo manufa&ured are for the moft part fent abroad,
is undoubtedly beneficial. Thus Spanis wool
is mixed with our own, and made up into cloths
to great advantage. The cotton and filk allo
here imported to be manufadiured, and then in

. patt
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part exported, are of great advantage, and the
more {o in proportion to the value of the work-
manthip. '

6. The importing foreign materials to . be
manufaCtured here, though the goods when
manufaltured are moftly confumed at home may
alfo be advantageous, efpecially if thofe mate-
rials are had in exchange for goods of ours fent
abroad ; asis the cafe, I apprehend, with refpeét
to the raw filk, cotton, grogram-yarn, and other
goods brought from Zurky.

7. The importing {uch foreign materials as are
wrought up into goods here which we could not
do without, but muft be obliged to buy ata
~ foreign market ready manufaGtured, is evidently

advantageous, fince the money for manufaGturing
is {faved to the nation, which would otherwife
be fent abroad. 'The importation therefore of
hemp, flax, raw filk, &c. fhould be encouraged,
?till fuch time as we can obtain them in fufficient
quantities from our own plantations ; and having
them imported duty free would be a means
of preventing goods, manufattured of fuch
materials, being bought at a foreign market.

8. That trade may be called good which ex- |
changes manufattures for manufactures : Thus,
if Germany takes as much’ in value of our
woollen goods as we of their linen, it may be
called a good trade, fince numbers of people -
are employed on both fides to their mutual ad-
vantage. But this propofition will only hold
where the goods are of fuch a nature that the

rice of manufa&uring is nearly of the fame
valie; for the exchanging woollen goods with

France'
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France or, Flanders, for an equal value of fine
cambncks, or lace, would be vifibly difadvan-
tageous, fince the value of thofe articles is made
up almoft entirely of labour ; the materials
emploved bzing of little value, which is not
the cafe with xe{pp& to coarfe woollen goods.

g. The importing commodities bought partly
for money and par tl/ for goods may alfo be ad=
vantageous if the greateft part of the commo-
dities {o 1mported is again exported ; which I
am told is the cafe of our Eaﬂ [ndia goods ; and
I with it may be true, for it is the only method
we have of proving that trade at all uleful to the
nation.

1o. The importing all goods that are again
exported is advantageous, Thec: aufe, as our fhip~
ping and failors are employed, the money re-
cetved for ﬁelght may be conﬁdezca as fo much
profit to the nation; and this the Duzch above
all people have found the advantage of, as
they have very often, and efpecially 1n times of
war, been the common carriers of Eurote.

11. The carrying goods from one country to
another” (though they have never been imported
here) 1s, for the reafons above-mentioned, a
beneficial branch of trade, and our fhips are
often thus employed between Portugal, Italy,
and the Levant, and {fometimes to other parts.

- 12. The importing fuch goods as the nation
cannot do without, is not to be efteemed a bad
trade, even if they are purchafed with money ;
for neceflity here makes that prudent - which
would be otherwife profufion ; and our trade to.
Noraway, and other p'uts, for naval ftores, and
A mater als
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materials for fhip-building might be vindicated
on this principle, even if we fent them no
£oods 1n retarn.

Thefe maxims allowed, and I think they
are too felf-evident to be either denied or dif
puted, it natarally follows: -

t. That any trade which imports articles of
mere luxury and pleafure, which are intirely, or
for the moft part, confumed among us, and not
exported again, is difadvantagecus to the na-
tion, and efpecially if thofe goods are purchafed
with money ; for in that cafe, fo much as they
amount to, fo much is the real national lofs.
The wines, brandies, and cambricks, imported
from France may be confidered in this light, and
T am afraid many of the articles imported from
the Indies are little better. Teas, muflins,
china-ware, and other commodities brought
from thence, we could well do without, and un-
lefs our own manufa&tures are {olely exchanged
for them,.the trade will be againit us, and in
favour of the Judies ; for tho’ gold and filver
may 1n fome fenfe be confidered as articles of
- commerce, yet they are articles not of our own
produce, nor are they here manufaftured into
any utenfils, fo that workmanfhip may be
charged thereon ; they are therefore here to be
confidered as cafh, and cathonly; for the pof
{eflors might have it converted into the current
coin of the kingdom, if they would fend it ta
the mint for that purpofe ; ’tis therefore cafk,
and if for this cafh we import the produce of
the /ndies, and efpecially china-ware, and muflins,
she value of which chiefly arifes from the hnndsp

of
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of the manufalurer, the trade is evidently
againft us; and if part of the goods we bring
thence were not again exported, the lofs to the
nation would be equal to the gold and filver {o
employ’d in the traffic.

2. 'That trade is not only difadvantageous,
but mifchievous and deftruétive, which imports
commodities that are not only confum’d among
us, but which at the fame time hinder the con-
fumption of the like quantity of our own.
Thus the importing French brandy prevents in
part the confumption of our rum and Briry/b
brandy ; the importing china-ware prevents the
fale of our own porcelain, which is now brought
to great perfection ; the importation of tea, has
intirely fet afide our much better fage, balm,
ground-ivy, and bettony ; the importing gulix
and other hollands, prevents in fome meafure the
fale of thofe of Scotlandand Ireland ;3 and the im-
porting paper from France and Holland, would,
as they have rags and workmanthip cheaper
than we, much hurt that manufattory carried
on in this kingdom: Many of thefe articles
therefore are wifely loaded with heavy daties to
prevent their importation, and I wifh that fome
of them were entirely prohibited ; for it is
ever to be confidered that the importation of
fuch goods, as hinder the confumption of our
own manufaétures, muft unavoidably tend to the
ruin of multitudes of people. A wife nation
will always watch thefe fources of power and
opulence with a jealous eye; and not only
load thofe foreign manufaétures (which. are of a
like nature with our own) with heavy duties

i B2 to
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to prevent their being impor ed and ufed among;
us, but will likewife interfere in behalf of our
manuiaétores in foreigri courts, and {ometimes,
perhaps, find it prudent to grant bounties for
exporting fome articles of great importance,
and in which a number of poor are employed :
For if two nations deal to one country for the
fame commodity, the one of which will take
the produce of the country in return, (which
makes the advantage reciprocal) and the other
only cafh or bills of exchange, vet the tradefman,
or confumer, will buy of him who fclls cheapett,
without any regard to the welfzare of the ftate,
unlefs that government has prudently provided
againft it. And this feems- to be the cafe at
Liflon, where the French have a great trade for
the fame manufa@ures that we carry to that
market, without being able to take their wines,
and other commodities in return; notwithftand-
ing thofe commodities are imported in great
quantities, and particularly cucouraged in Enp-
land : Some overtures therefore ought to be
made to the court of Portzgal with refpe&t to
that trade; for as workmanthip in France is
~{o much cheaper than in England, they can
and will, underfell us at all markets where
they are not prohibited, or where an ade-
quate duty is not laid on each commodity.
This has not been fufficiently confidered by the
Portugucfe, whofe intereft it is to encourage our
manufactures, becanfe we take the produce of
their country, or {o much thereof as they can
fpare, and is ufelefs to them, in return ; and fo
much of the produce of their country as is ex-

changed
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changed for goods which they muft otherwife
buy with money, is fo much money gained to
their nation 7. ~ Yet notwithftanding “thi is, the'
French pay no more duty on their goods than we
do on ours, and in the article of ftuffs and
camblets (if the value be confider’d) not fo
much, But to return.

If we reafon from thefe principles (and we
“cannot reafon adequately and fafely on any
other) we fhall find that our American colonies
ftand firft with our intereft re.},c@mv trade, and
therefore deferve our firit and principal attention.
Thefe colonies are to their mother country 2
fource of wealth and ftrength, which is not
always the cafe betwixt colonies and the
mother country. Spain, for inflance,’though
fhe has poffefled herfelf of the filver mines of
Mexico and Peru, is evidently a lofer by the
bargain ; for thefe provinces have drained the
mother country of her children, and left her
plains uncultivated, and her vines unpruned.

T What may be expe&ed from the Portuguefe in this
cafe, is not to exclude the commoditics of other nations,
forthat might give offenceandinvolve them in difficulties ;
but they have a right to grant, and we have a right to ex-
pe&t, the fame indulgzcnce to our trade, which we give to
theirs. By laying a hcavy duty on French wines we have,
in a manner, prevented their importation and introduced
thofe of Portugal in their flead ; and in juftice to us, as
well as themfelves, the Pertuguefe ought tolay an adequate
duty on the cloaths of the French, who take nothing but
cafh in return, in order fo encreafe the confumption of
thofe of the Enmzﬁ) who take great part of the value in
the produce of their country ; for of the Portygal gold
brought to England much the greateft part is remitted for
the ufe of other nations, ¢

X3 Gl BT



234 The TRADE and INTEREST

"T'is true, fhe imports a great deal of treafure
from her colonies, but for what purpofe? Why,
to purchafe for her colonies, of other nations,
thofe neceffaries of life, which fhe is by no means
in a condition to fupply them with herfelf. For
forty millions remitted from her colonies not
above two and a quarter can be returned of the
manufactures, or produce, of Spaiz, the reft
being procured from foreign markets; {o that
Spain deals with her colonies for forty millions,
and, the colonies with the mother country for
only two millions and a quarter. This is fo
much to the difadvantage of Sgain, that fhe
can only be confider’d as a fort of faGtor or
agent to her colonies, which are every day
drawing her ftrength to them, and may in the
end make her miferable with all her money.
The Spaniards have feen this, and are now en-
deavouring to rettify their miftake, which may
be done in fome meafure, and perhaps fo far
effeCted as to render our trade, and that ef
Frince and Holland, le{s confiderable with her
than it has hitherto been ; yet notwithftanding
all their endeavours, the Spanif’ colonies will ever

have the advantage of their inother-country.
But if we {urvey the Briti/b American colonies,
and confider their conneftion and intercourfe
with their mother country, we fhall find things
amazingly different ; here their duties and en-
deavours are reciprocal, and the trade between
them is carried on to a mutual advantage. The
colonies export to their mother country the
furplus of their produce, which is partly
confumed in’ Britain, and the reft {old from
thence
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¢hence to other nations, and the whole aggregate
amount is generally remitted from the mother
country to her colonies in goods of her own
manufacure : Whence it follows, that, as
Britain exchanges goods of her own manu-
£2&ure for the articles of commerce fhe receives
from her colonies, fo much as they amount to,
fo much is the real gain of the nation ; and, on
the other hand, as the colonies export to Eng-
land only the furplus of their own produce for
the articles of commerce they receive from
thence, and which are neceflary to their fub-
fitence, fo much as that amounts to, {fo much
is the clear gain to their colonies. While trade
is carried on in this manner both parties muft
grow powerful ; but fhould a mine of gold be
tound among them, however defireable that
metal may be, I thould dread the confequence.
This being the real ftate between Britain and
her colonies in America, it is the intetreft un-
doubtedly of Great Britain to nourifh them as
2 mother does her children; for tho’ they are
paft their infant ftate, and can in fome meafure
provide for themfelves, yet are they unable to
fubfift entirely without the aid of their mother
country. Great Britain therefore fhould cor-
dially and chearfully fend them relief in time of
diftrefs, provide them with wholefome laws,
and righteous governors, and keep them in
amity and peace with one another. Nor is this
. fuffcient, our care alfo fhould extend to all thofe
JIudianswho are in alliance and friendfhip with us,
2nd who have a right to expeét from us fuccour
2nd af fiance. This is our duty, and this upon
an
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an impartial ‘examination of the flate of our
colonies will appear to be our intereft alfo. ‘

Ireland, when confidered in this fenfe, as well
as others, will' be found eminéntly ferviceable
to Britain, and would be more o were our
politics feitled on a more rational foundation ;
for ﬁotw’ithﬁanding what fome people may fay,
who perhaps fcldom give themfelves the trouble
to think, Zlreland, properly nurtured, might be
made the richeft jewel in the Britiffy diadem,
But as the cafe ftands at prefent, it feems as if |
Ireland was held for the {fervice of France; for
from thence the French victual their thips chedper
than we can do ours, there they import their
wines, brandy, and other luxuries, and thence
they Carry, or caufe to be carried, wool, which
were they without, fome of their manufactories
eftablifhed in oppofition to ours muit drop.
And by this hopeful commerce Ireland is beg-
gard, Britain diftreffed in her trade, and Franuce
our moft inveterate enemy is by our imprudence
growing daily more powerful.

The fettlements that feem leaft conducive to
our intereft are thofe effablifhed in the Eaf? Indies;
for of the articles we fend there, few can be
called manufaftures, and what we bring back,
after a long voyage, dangerous and defiru@ive
to our poor {feamen, are many of them articles of
luxury, trinkets and baubles that we could well
do without. Befides this, here is an exclufive
and private trade carried on at the cxpence of
the whole nation, which to a by-flander would
hardly be thought juft and equitable ; for in the
name of all that is facred, what fort of reafon-

ing
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ing can find any fhew of equity in obliging a
number of country gentleme'l and furmers to
fit out fhips in behalf of the Eaft India mer-
chants, to fupport a trade in which they are no
ways interefted or concerned. Could I procure
alaw to oblige them to pay for printing this
book, it would be thought extlcme]y abfurd,
and yet there is juft as much reafon in the one
as the other. If this trade is to be carried on,
“let it be done without oppreflion : Let the forts
and {ettlements-be put into the hands of the
government, and let the expence. of keeping
up the garrifons and thips of war, to fupport
the trade, be paid out of the profits of the trade,
{0 long as they are {ufficient, and, when it will
bear that no longer, give it up as a lofing
game. But of this we have faid enough,
pelhaps fome of our readers may think too
much ; let us now confider how our Trade
ilands with refpect to other nations.

With regard to the northern powers, I mean
Ruyffia, Swen’m, and Demmark, our trade may
be confidered as advantageous ; for though the
- balance is m‘eatly in their favour, and we take
more of their produce and manufaflures than
they do of ours, yet the commodities we re-
ceive of them, being principally naval flores and
materials for building, are fo effential to us,
that the commerce'may be juitified on the prin-
ciples we have already laid down.

While Brizzin has the fuperiority at fea, it/is
the intereft of thefe nations to fland well with
her, and ’tis her intereft to fupport the balance

of
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of power between them; for was either of
thefe potentates mafter of the Baltic, he might
obftru& her trade there, and in a courfe of time
greatly impair her naval force, by denying us
the materials for {hip-buiiding, and naval ftores
brought from thence. And here I cannot help
obferving, that ’ts imprudent in Britain to de-
pend on any foreign power for materials that
are fo effential to her fafety. She fhould culti-
“vate this trade with her colonies, and neot {ufer
herfelf to be dependent. In her dmerican cole--
nies fhe, with proper management, may be {up-
plied with thefe materials in great abundance,
and altogether as good as what the draws from
Denmark, Ruffia, and Sweden. And as the
balance of trade to thefe natipns is againft us,
it might be done to advantage, and that balance
thrown into the hands of our own people. Nor
is this all the good that would attend fuch ajgera-
tion in that commerce ; for the Danes, Ruffians,
and Swwedes, knowing that you could carry on
this trade with your own fettlements, would be
the more ready to oblige you, and confider your
feveral orders as aéts of compliment and friend-
thip, not of interelt and neceflity.  Befides this,
if we confider our colonies' as a part of our
felves, we thall find it our duty to throw as. much
trade as we conveniently can into their hands ;
and if we confider they have a fort of natural
right to carry on manufaGtures of this kind, we
thall find it to be our intereft alfo ; for had they
manufactures, which the mother country could
not take off, they would be inclined to feek fome
other market; which would introduce the traffic

and
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and lugury/of other nations, and they have too
much already of that from France. 1f1 miftake
not the fum, (and I beg that thofe who know
better would fet me right) we {fend to Sweden,
and Ruffia for bar iron, naval ftores, and
other ~goods upwards of five hundred thou-
fand pounds a year ; which might be conveyed
in manufa&ures to our own colonies : and what,
in our prefent fituation is remarkably bad, this
advantage which we give them is employed in
favour of France (with whom they are in al-
liance) and in oppofition to us and our allies.
And here we muft obferve, that our trade is
greatly benefited by the- weight and power of
his majelty as eleitor of Hawwer, who is as
it were mafter of the Elbe, the Wefer, and the
Aller. By his being mafter of the Elbe,
the Britifh commerce to Hamburgh is fecured ;
and the woollen cloth. and ftockings fent
thither from the port of Hul/ only, amounts
to more than 120,000/ per amnum: And all
our merchandizes vended at Hamburgh are faid
to amount to more than 600,000 /. per annum.
Here the Briti/b merchants are called the Enslifp-
Hons, ot fociety, and have extraordinary pri-
vileges granted them from this city. They have.
jurifdiétions and powers among themfelves ;
-and hence they carry on a great trade to Ruffia
and Livonia; as well as to the north part of the
Empire, and Pcland.— Bremen alfo takes off a
great quantity of our woollen manufattures,
and the produce of our country and colonies
which they have principally from Hamburgh and
Helland; — In fhort, through thefe rivers the

Elbes
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Elle, the Wefer, and the Allery near the value
of a million fterling of our manufa&ures have
been annually fent to Germany and other parts,

Our trade therefore to Germany is of great
confequence, for our manufactures, ef; ecially
our coarfe woollen cloths are there circulated in
great abundance, and from thence quite into
Loland. We take from them indeed a good
deal of linen; but they are linens of low price,
fuch as dowlas, ozenbrigs, heflens, ¢Fc.” and
the balance feems greatly in our favour. s
our intereft, therefore, to have an eye to their
welfare, and it is evidently theirs to cultivate
the triendthip of Britain, who, as a maritime
power, may, by making a diverfion in their
favour, be of confiderable fervice, and help to
keep them independant of many of their am-
bitious neighbours.  And on the other hand it
muft be obferved, that Germany can lend Brizain
great afliftance in her wars with any power on
the continent.

Our trade with Spaiz is fo confiderable, and
the Spaniards are able to take off fuch a quantity
of our manufa&ures, both for the mother country
and her colonies, that it feems our mtereft to be
upon the molt friendly terms with them ; befides .
which, their ports are the moft convenient for
annoying our Med terranean and Levant trade.
Could we be certain of being on good terms
with Spain, the ifland of Minorca would be of
no confequence to this nation, which coft us
vhile we were in poileflion of it near three
million fterling, and cannot be fupported at lefs
than' about so,co0l yearly : On the other

« hand,
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hand, as Britain takes commodities of Sparn
which France, with. whom they deal cannot dif-
penfe, and what is of more confequence, as
Britain is the power that can moft annoy, or
fecure their trade ; and deftroy or proteét their
colonies, * it is undoubtedly the intereft of Spaix
to cultivate and maintain the moft perfett friend-
fhip with her ; which however fhe feems not at
prefent inclined to do; for tho’ to oblige her,
Britain has eftablithed two Spani/b monarchs in
Italy, and given up the renewal of the late
4ffiento, yet their right of trade to C mpeachy
and Honduras for logwood remains anfettled.
They permit the French to fupply them with
negroes without any 4/fiento, and encourage their
trade at the fame time that they are very vigilant
to prevent ours; in confequence of which, the
French trade with Spain is every day increafing,
while ours is in proportion on the decline t,

* Britain is able, not only to prote the Spanifp
colonies, but alfo the mother country ;- which France is
too fenfible of, and has therefore endeavoured to weaken
the naval power of both nations; foras France in a mane
ner furrounds Spain, fhe can prevent her carrying on any
trade by land ; and, with a fuperior naval force, would
entirely have her at her mercy, was not fome other power
able to prote& her ; now there is no power, perhaps, {o able
or fo willing, as Great Britain, and, without any preten-
fions to prophefy, T may venture to affirm, that Spaip
will one day be obliged to fly for protection into the arms
of thofe people, whom, contrary to juftice, prudence, and
good policy, fhe now feems to hold at a very unreafonable
diftance. 4

1t That this is the flate of trade between France and

A which
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which is in the Spanards verybad policy ; becaufe
the goods fent from Spain to France bear no
proportion with thofe taken off by Great Britain,
T'o this, let me add, that as Spaiz is now
eftablifhing manafactories of her own, and
feems to have adopted a different {yftem from
what fhe purfued formerly. Our trade there is
likely in time to be of little worth, unlefs we
could wreft her from the arms of France ; which
confidering their family conneétion {eems im-
poffible to be done. Though I muft obferve,
that this family connetion, and intimate tie
with Frauce, if it be for the intereft of the
court of Spaiz, (which may be doubted) is not
at all for the intereft of the country, who
ought rather to conne& herfelf with Britair ;
for befides that Britain takes off much of the
wine, oil, and fruits of Spain, which France
cannot, as fhe has fo much of her own, it may
be the intereft of France (fhould fhe grow more
powerful) toannex a country to her own which
lays fo: convenient for her, and which would
help to forward her {cheme of univerfal mo-

Spain, appears by the great quantity of filver which
France makes ufe of in her payments, and which is drawn
from Sgain; for wherever the balance of trade ftands
againft any nation, there the gold or filver of that nation
will be fpund: and this is the reafon why France has fo
much Spanifl filver, and Britain fo much Portugal
Id.
g?And here we muft obferve, that the influence the
French have in Spain is fo great, that they have put the
Spaniards (who have lately ereCted manufadtories) on j
imitating the Engli/b gocds, and not theirs, tho’ the

‘Spanifp materials are more convenient for that purpofe.
narchy s
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parchy; whereas Britain can have no fuch
view ; walled in as fhe is by the {ea, pofleflions
on the continent can give her neither riches nor
ftrength, but would only ferve to engage her in
difputes with other powers, which a trading na~
tion fhould as much as poflible avoid. In fhort,
Spain has nothing to fear from England, or Hol-
Jand, unlefs fhe was to withdraw her trade from
them, and give it to France ; in which cafe
perhaps they might endeavour to go to market
for themfelves : And fhould thefe powers at
any time find it necefary to interrupt the com-
merce between Spaiz and her colonies, and de-
prive Spain.of the gmericon gold and filver, and
the colonies of the neceflaries they feck and de~
pend on from the mother country, their union
in a courfe of years muft be diffolved. In fine,
Spain holds her American colonies by a very
uncertain tenure, a tenure that depends in a
great meafure on the friendfhip of the powers
fhe trades with, and was her trade withdrawn
from them, which is the principal cement of
that friendfhip, they would probably be inclined
to alter their conduct.

The trade which Britain has to Portugal is
of great confequence, and might be made
more fo, if properly cultivated, as we have
already hinted. Portugal takes off a greater
quantity of the Britifp manufaétories, than fhe
can repay in the produce of her country, and
pays the balance in cafh : "T1s therefore the in-
tereft of Britain to remain in the moft perfect
friendfhip with that nation ; and if we confider
shat Britain takes off great ‘quantities of wine

X 2 and
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and other commodities from Portugal which no
other nation could difpenfe with, and is befides
the only power that can effetually defend her
from her enemies, and has more than once pre-
vented her deftruction, we fhall fee that it is
her intereft to continue in the moft perfe& har-
mony and friendthip with Brizain*.

Our trade with the Iralion powers, is of too
much confequence to be paffed over, yet they are
too numerous to be here particularly confidered.
We fthall only obferve, that it is the intereft of
Britain to endeavour to keep them free and in-
dependent of each other, 'and to' cultivate a
good underftanding with them all, efpecially
with thofe who have any fea-ports, and any
naval force ; for in cale of a rupture between
Britain and the ftates of Barbary (which has
ever been detrimental to our Mediterrancan and
Levant trade) the Italian ports will be a fafe

* Portugal is furrounded by Spain, in the fame manner
that Spain is by France, and can therefore carry on no
trade by land, when fhe is at variance with that nation ;
and Spain with a force fuperior by fea would have Portugal
at her mercy, was not fhe proteted by an ally who was
more powerful and able to defend her. This would have
been the cafe in the year 1736, had not Sir Fobn Norris
been fent to her aid with a large fleet from England ; and
this thows how effentially neceflary it is for Portagal to
fecure the friendthip of Britain, Yet fuch has been the
power of French minifters and French money, that the
trade of France has been encouraged in oppofition to ours ;
and the Brafi/ fleet detain’d for a whole year, in order
(as fome have infinuated) to diftrefs the {ubje&s of Great
Britain concerned in that branch of commerce,

afylum
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afylum for her fhipping, and thofe powers can
lend her great aid in diftrefling the enemy. On
the other hand as Britain has fuch a prodigious
naval force, and can fend’into thofe feas a flect
{ufficient to awe any other power, and to aid
thofe who are in diftrefs, it is the intereft of
thefe ftates to cultivate her friendfhip.

QOur trade to Turky is now confiderable and
beneficial, but nothing like what it was, owing
moft undoubtedly to an exclufive right given a
particular company of merchants to trade to
thofe parts. Wherever there is monopolies there
is'mifchief., A man that has the {fole trade to
himfelf, may put what price he pleafes on his
goods, and will find it his intereft not to carry
over abundance of manufadtures that they may
be fold cheap in the country to which he trades,
and brought into general ufe; but to keep the
market bare that he may inhance the price and
fell for treble -profits. If a merchant by
means of having an exclufive right, can get as
much by felling thirty thoufand pounds worth
of manufatures, as he would by the fale of
three times the ciuzmtity, it is evidently to his
advantage, becaufe we may {fuppofe he has but
one third of the money employed, and the
bufinefs is done with one third of the trouble :
but fill, if only thirty thoufand pounds worth
of manufactures are fold inftead of ninety, the
nation lofes fixty thoufand pounds by the
bargain, asis plam from the third maxim laid
down in this treatife, and which feems to me 2
{ufficient reafon for having all exclufive charters
diffelved. :

D g y The
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The French who were inclined to fhare with ug
this beneficial branch of commerce, knew that it
was not the intereft of exclufive companies to
buy cheap and {ell cheap, as private merchants
do in order to gain trade, but to buy chzap and
fell dear ; they therefore fet up woollen manu-
faQtories in oppofition to ours, and opened a
trade from Mar/éilles to the Lewant. They fold
cheap, while our merchants fold dear, and every
one fees what muft be the confequence. In fhort,
the French have, partly for thereafons above-men.-
tioned, {o joftled us out of this trade and obtain-
ed fuch a demand in thofe parts for their own
woollen manufactures, that Iam well affured they
fhipped off in one day (immediately after the
conclufion of the laft peace) as much woollen

oods to the Levant as amounted to above two
hundred thoufand pounds fterling. -

The only pretence for {oliciting” thofe fort of
privileges has been the neceffity of employing
Yargefums of money in the undertaking,and keep-
ing up forts and garrifons ata greatexpence ; and
what fums were originally employed by fome of
thefe companies I fhall atanother time enquire in-
to. But to return.—Weftill exportto the Ortoman
dominions confiderable quantities of our mana-
fattures, and bring back raw filk, cotton, 5.
to be manufattured at home. °’Tis therefore
our intereft to be on good terms with the Tur4 ;
befides this, thould the Ruffians at any time grow
too powerful in the North, opprefs the ftates in
Gernany, or be able to interrupt our trade in the
Baltic, a friendfhip and conne&ion with the
Ottorman Pert might be -ufeful, ard in return,

if
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if circumflances fhould demand it; the fhips of
Great Britain might be equally ferviceable to
the grand fignior. :

The ftates of Holland are a maritime trading
people, whofe naval force was once {fo confider-
able as to difpute the fovereignty of the fea with
Great Britain, and a bloody war was for a long
time carryed on between the two ftates, whofe
intereft it is for ever to agree : And this is feen
and acknowledged by the wife of. both nations,
but the government of Ho//and is placed in fo
many hands, and French gold has fuch a con~
taminating and poifonous quality, that I am
afraid the true intereft of the republic will be
obliged to give place to the imaginary intereft of
particular perfons. 'Tho’ perhaps we are fome-
what to blame as well as the Durch. ’Tis as
difficult to fupport the flame of friendfhip be-
twixt two nations, as between two people en-
gaged in the fame trade. Jealoufies will fome-
times arife, and very often without any realon-
able foundation, for there is nothing blinds a
man, and creates groundlefs fufpicions, {0 much
as his intereft imperfe@ly confidered. The
Dutch buy great quantities of our coals, corn, to-
bacco, and manufaGtures almoft of every kind,
fome of which are confumed by their own
people, and the reft carried to foreign markets 3
and by obtaining a freight which would have
been paid to fhips of our own nation, have {ome-
times given umbrage to our merchants con-
cerned in the fame trade. = Jealoufies of this kind
fhould not excite national animofities. ~What-

ever the proprietor of the Engli/b veflel may
think
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think of the Dutchman, the Englih manufaGurers
will hold themfelves obliged to him, fince part
of the cargo might have been bought elfewhere; -
and though it is more to the advantage of the
nation to have our own veflels employ’d, yet no
barr on that account fhould prevent our manu-
fattures being exported to-any market that can
be fupplied by another people, or from any o-
ther country. A man who buys goods in Britain,
has a right to carry them to any other nation,
and it {feerus both charlith and impolitic to com-
plamn of {uch tranfadtions. A great part of the
Dutch trade depends on their maritime carriage,
and as from their great czconomy and penurious
way of living they are able to carry goods
cheaper to market than any other people, it is
the intereft of Britain to encourage them 'to
circulate their produce and manufactures, and
to induce them, if poflible, to rejeét thofe of
the French : And I mult obferve, that it was
imprudent of thofe who negociated our treaties
with that republic, and other maritime powers,
not to provide effetually againft their carrying
French manufatures in cafe of a war between
England and France; for as the French thi ps are
kept at bay by our fuperior force, they will
cither {ell their goods to the merchants of Ho/-
land and other neutral nations at a low price,
or pay them largely to carry them to market as
their own property ; and as thofe merchants
when they get to foreign markets will find it
their intereft to cry up thofe commodities, fell
cheap, and undermine one another, in order to
gain to themielves the quicker returns and more
trade,
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trade, our manufadtures will be fo let down, that
the merchants will in time have little demand
for them, and the confequence of a long war
with France may be the ruin of that trade it was
intended to fupport. We muft therefore, if
poflible, negociate other treaties that will pre-
vent the French trade being carried on in neu-~
tral bottoms, or we fhall never humble France,
though we block up all their ports, and deftroy
their fhipping ; for if while a war is carrying
on at the increafe of our national debt, we by
a bad ftroke of policy loofe our trade, we fhall
be every way hurt by the conteft, and the
French may keep this nation in repeated wars
till fhe is ruined by the lofs of her trade, and
the weight of her debts.

By our behaviour to the Duzch at the treaty of
Utrecht, we feem to have thrown them into the
arms of the French ; this appears by the indiffe-
rence with which they behaved in the laft war,
and by their neglect of their barrier ; the wife
of the Dutch nation, however, as well as thofe
of our own, fee thefe things with concern, and
dread the effe@s of an animofity between two
nations, whofe intereft it is to promote each
other’s welfare. Nor is Holland, by the negleét
of a marine, become fo inconfiderable as people
imagine ; though the ftate like ours is poor, her
individuals as well as ours are rich, and ex-
tremity will wreft money from the hands of a
mifer. As naval ftores are a principal article of
their trade, they never want materials for fhip-
building, and they have fhip-yards and hands
{ufiicient to raife more men of war in a ylear

than
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than I dare mention, lealt my veracity fhould be -

called in queflion: The difference therefore

of having fuch a power in our aid would be
prodigious, 1if they were heartily attach’d to
our 1ntereft. Befides this, Holland takes off
fuch a quantity of our manufaures, and the
produce of our country and colonies, as well as
Eaft India gocds, that the balance of trade in
our favour is, if I am not mifinformed, near
one million and a half a year; and is not the
friendfhip of fuch a people worth cultivating ?
But this 1s faid to point out to my countrymen
their errors.  That the Dutch hiave been equally
to blame, and have reaped alfo the greateft ad-

vantage from their connefion with Britain,

. would be eafy to prove, and is indeed too ob-

vious to be infifted on. °’Tis fnflicient to ob-’
ferve, that they owe their freedom, and great part
of their trade to us, and I thould rhink them in-
titled to abundantly more were they to a& upon
more difinterefted principles. But to conclude 3
’tis our intereft to fupport the Duzch in a free and
independent ftate, and they know it ; they alfo
know that their own freedom and fecurity de-
pend upon ours ; and this being the cafe, ’tis
amazing that two ftates whofe welfare is {o in-
terwoven, and whofe intereft is {o reciprocal,
fhould ever difagree ; or that, that difagreement
thould fubfift when both parties fee it fo much
to their difadvantage. The difputes between
Britain and Holland, with refpe& to trade, af-
forded France an opportunity of increafing her
naval power, and eftablithing colonies in both
the fndies, 'This enabled them to interfere with

us
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as in the trade of Hudfon’s-bay and Newvfound-
land, .and to eftablith manufadtories of their
own in oppofition to ours ; and by that means
to deprive both the Dutch and us of great part
of the trade carried on to Spaiz and other
countries. i

It is certain that Holland, as fhe is not in a
capacity to make conquelts, can gain nothing
by a war with Britain, but may lofe a great
deal ; for the Briti/b fhips, from the fituation of
their'ports, would be able to take moft of the
Dutch trading veflels unlefs they came north
about, which would be extremely hazardous 3
{o that while Holland was engaged in a war
with - Britain, the would mof undoubtedly be
deprived of great past of her trade, if not of
her fettlements ; and fhould one of her neigh-
bours attack her by land at the fame .time fhe
might be reduced to great extremity, if not
lofe her freedom. However this will never
happen, unlefs they fhould difpute the fovereign-
ty of the feas, or do fomething very bad to irri-
tate the Engsi/b, fince it is the intereft of Britain
to keep Holland in a ftate of independance ; for
were the Duzch provinces conquered ‘by any
powerful prince on the contiuent, that Prince
might become too formidable for Britain it-
felf.

We now come to France, which we confider
laft, as being the power with whom we have the
leat to do in matters of commerce, and who
are the only rivals that we have any reafon to
fear. 'The French take nothing of us, but a
few articles of the prodece of our country and

colonies
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colonies which they cannot do without. Linen
~ and woollen goods (as their manufacturers live
moftly on roots, herbage, chefmuts, onions,
barley-bread, and water or {mall beverage) they
make cheaper than we. To this we may add,
that they have fometimes fo raifed the value of
their crown pieces as to make workmanfnip ftill
more reafonable ; and how imprudent then is it
for us by our behaviour to make the Duzch the
carriers of their commodities ; for if the French
make goods cheaper, and the Duzch carry them
cheaper to market (which they can afford to do,
as their {ailors live in a more frugal manner than
ours) we are in a fair way of hdving our trade,
efpecially the woollen trade, undermin’d ; and
the only method, in n1y opinion, to preventit, is
to treat foreigners who come to our markets
with more civility, to be extremely puntual and
juft in our dealings, and to prevent the running
of Britifb and Irifh wool.

We have already obferved that the French
take nothing of us but coals, lead, tin, copperas,
and other articles of our produce which are
neceffary to their trade, and which they cannot
do without. In return for thefe we take of
them brandy, wines, and fine linen, which are
mere articles of luxury, and only ferve to dif
place what we manufaGure at home, or Impoxt
from other places on more advantageous terms ;
’tis therefore the intereft of Britain to have no
commerce with France, becaufe fhe can carry
on none with that nation but to her difadvantage,
and we muft do our miniflers the juftice to ob-

ferve, that care has been taken to prevent the
: growth
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growth of a trade fo detrimental to the nation
as that of the French trade was. The French,
who aim at univerfal monarchy, are ever plan-
ning the deftrution of our trade; becaufe they
“know that is the only means by which they can
‘obtain their point, as being the only {fource of
our power and wealth. They have ever in
‘view mionfieur CoLBERT’s {cheme (which we
fhall by and by take farther notice of;) and at
the beginning of this war they were in a fair
‘way of carrying 1t into execution, which they
would have done much fooner, if the expence
of keeping up garrifons on their extenfive fron-
tier had not rendered them unable to put their
‘marine in a condition to cope with ours. They
ever had, and ftill have an eye upon the Auffrian
Netherlands with a view, we may fuppofe, to
cut off our trade there, as well as to be provided
with more ports, to ftrengthen their navy and
annoy,our commerce : and what may feem ftrange
to all the world, and is fufficient to puzzle the
moft profound politician, our late allies the #x-
[#rians have {uffered them to garrifon their ports in
Flanders 5 and our friends the Duz. b, who ought
to have been roufed and refented that proceed-
ing, have winked at the indignity. In this fitua-
tion, and deferted by our other allies, nothing
but the hand of providence, and the care of a
vigilant and an uncorrupted miniftry, could have
relieved us ; but, thank heaven, we have broke
the toils and are once more free. ”T'is cur in-
tereft now to improve the advantages we have
gained, and profecute the war till we have ob-
tained an honourable and latting peace. ~This

bt 15
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1s no time for temporifing, a peace patched up
now would involve us in another war in a few
years, which might encreafe our taxes to a fize
too big to be bora.

- We have thus confidered our intereft with re-
pect to trade, let us now fee what is farther to
be done with regard to our fecurity, and how
far Great Britain may, in juftice to herfelf, be
concerned in continental quarrels. Every na-
tion ought to a& that part which is moft politic
and prudent ; and in order.to know how far
Britain may be prudently concerned in the
quarrels of other nations, it will be neceflary to
confider the {cheme France has in view 5 for as
- the French are ever plotting againft Great Britain
In order to carry their favourite {cheme. into
execution, our condu& muft in' fome meafure
be governed by theirs, fince the intereft of
both nations will be always oppofite till they
abandon that {yftem.

"The {cheme which the French adopted for the
encreafe of their commerce, their naval power,
and dominions, is fuppofed to have received its
birth from the great Monfieur CoLsERT, and
was, together with other fecrets of the cabinet
. council of France, divulged about the year 1664,
for the difcovery of which a gentleman then in
high favour, and who had been bred under
M. CovrerrT, was difgraced and fent to the
Baflile. Such part of this fyftem as is to our
_purpofe we fhall infert, together with fome ex-
planatory notes,  for which we are .moftly
obliged to Mr* Pofilerbscayte. And if we com-~
pare the condult of the Fremch court fince, with

~
the
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the difcovery then made, we fhall find that to
be the mafter-key of all their myiteries of ftate.
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¢ The ftate, fays this French patriot, is no
farther powerful, than in its public treafure.
The foundation of the wealth of a ftate con-
fifts in the multitude of its fubjeéts; for it
is they that till the ground, that produce manu-
fatures ; that manage trade, that go to war ;
that people colonies; and, in a word, that
bring in money. :

¢ There cannot be too great a number of
hufbandmen in France *, by reafon of ‘the
fertility of the country to produce corn,
which may be tranfported, and therefore we
ought to make great ftores of it, and have
it, as much as may be, in readinefs.

¢« Handicrafts-men and. artificers are no lefs
ufeful 3 for, befides that manufactories do
keep men at work, they are the caufe that
filk, wool, fkins, flax, timber, and other
produéions raifed in France, are made ufe
of ; which being wrought up into wares not
made in foreign parts, the country people
find a vent for them. And we may go
farther into the making of more valuable
manufa@ures, as we now do of hats for
Spain, and ftuffs for all Eurgpe, a matter of
great confequence: for this quickens trade,
and makes money pafs to and fro, which

* Since Colbert’s time agriculture has been greatly en-~

couraged in France,

Zit7 ¢ promotes
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¢ promotes the public, and /therefore every '
‘“ one’s private advantage *.

¢ There muft be merchants 1 alfo, for,
*¢ without their induftry, our commodities might
““ be locked up in warehoufes.. All things con-
“ fpire to give France hopes of fuccels ; the
work, however, is fuch as muft be leifurely’
¢ carried on, and perfeQed by degrees; fo
““ great a defign continually alarming Europe,
*“ dfia, Africa, and America, friends and foes,
¢ the precipitation of it would be its ruin.
¢ The king may keep a 100 gallies and a
too thips in the Mediterrancan, and 200 fail
* upon the ocean: the more veffels he fhall
‘“ have, the more able he muft be to recover
the expence of them: the fea will yield
maintenance for the fea, by commerce or war
there is timber in. France, there is cordage ;
there are fails ; there is iron and brafs, &5¢.
““ When things have taken their courfes, fea-
men will be had in time, and the people that
will increale, will afford ftore, and bring
them in from all parts of the § world. - The
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* The progrefs made by the French in mechanic arts’
and manufactres fince this fcheme was planned, is.
amazing,

T Since this, great encourzgement has been given to
the merchants in France, and even great honours heaped
upon fome of them. '

T A few years after this grand {cheme of #rade and
maritime power had been formed in France, they {pared no
pains to raife a flourifhing navy. This navy was as
fplendid and magnificent, as/it was formidable. It actual-
ly confificd of 515, of the firft, fecond, third, fourth, and

 fleets
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<« feets of the North ; yea though Holland and
¢ England fhould unite againit France, they
¢¢ could not avoid their ruin inm the ends;
¢¢ for, how could the one or the other make
¢ good their commmerce, (which is all they have
"« to truft to) if they were forced to keep great
< agrmadas to continue 1t?

¢ The point of Britain is the gate to enter
< into, and go out of the channel ; 50 thips of
«¢ war at Breft would keep thofe gates {hut, and
¢ they would not open them but by the king
< of  Francds command. Thus there would
¢ require no war to be almoft for all thofe
< things, nor his majefty’s forces hazarded : - it
¢« will be fufficient to give is orders to foreigners 3
« nor will it be difficult to cut them out work
¢« in their own countries, and, by that means,
¢ ftay their arms at home, and make them
“ {pend their ftrength there *.

¢« His majefty’s power being thus ftrongly
¢ fettled in each fea, it will be eafy to fecure the
<« commerce of France, and even to draw mer-
< chants thither from all parts ; Ifay fecure, for
s till this be done, it will always be uncertain

fifch rates, of 24 fmall frigates, 8 fire-fhips, 10 barca-!
Lingas, and 22 pinks ; making in all 179 thips, and con-
taining (officers and foldiers included) 40,505 men.

* Are not the feeds of diffention fo effectually fowed in
Holland, in favour of France, that they have of late years:
influenced the Dutch to what meafures they have pleafed 2¢
And have not rebellions alfo been’ cherifhed in thefe king-
doms, and have we not been threatened with the moft
alarming invafions, and may we not be foon fo again ?
For this, we find, is an cffential part of the French grand.
fyftem, , '
Z 3 <5 and
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“ and dangerous. It muft ftudioufly be pre-
- ¢ vented, that commerce introduce not into the
¢ ftate, fuperfluity, excefs, and luxury ; which
¢ are often followed with ambition, avarice;
‘¢ and a dangerous corruption of manners *,

¢ It were to be wifhed, that the king did add
“ to the kingdom of France all the Low
““ CouNTRIES to the Rbine, which would make
““ him mafter of the North fea.

¢ It would be convenient that he had  Stra/
“ burgh +, to keep all Germany quiet.

“ He had need to have Frenche-Comt? t, to
¢ lay a reftraint upon the Sawitzers.

‘¢ Milan is neceffary in refpe& of Iialy.

““ Genoa + would make the king of France
““ mafter of the Mediterranean {ea.

* France would guard her own fubjeéts from luxury and
excefs, but fhe don’t care how much others are corrupted
and intoxicated, She will not import the luxury of other
nations, but fhe exports her own in great abundance.
What are the wines, brandies. &c. that we receive of
them but luxuries, which tend to produce the moft dan-
gerous corruption of manners.

1 Strafburgh, before this fcheme was hatched, was a
free and imperial city of Germany, the capital of _4/fac,
and a fovereign ftate, but was treacheroufly furprized by
the French in the year 1682 : they then profeffed the pro-~
teftant religion, and had a flourifhing trade ; but now
that religion and that trade are there at an end.

1 This has been fince taken by Lezvis XIV. and con-
firmed to France by the treaty of Nimegucn, in the year
2678.

4 In order to perpetrate this French fyftem, Lenwis X1V,
ordered the city to be beat about their ears, and they now
are obliged to do as the French dire@ them ; their maritime
force, once fo formidable to the Grecks, Venetians, Spa-
niards, and othzr powers of Europe, are now reduced by

2 ¢ diculy
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¢ Sicily might eafily make an infurre&ion.
“ Portugal is a perpetual inftrument for
weakening Spain.
“ The Venetians, and people of Italy, are
wife; to reduce them to our intentions, we
« muft work by down-right force. 'The pope
<« will ever refpe& France, becaufe of the coun-
“ try of dwvignon®. y
«« Horranp awill keep themfelves to our al-
Liances as much as poflibly they may: they are
¢ rich ; it is expedierit the king inzerpsfe in their
“ affairs, and that fome- divifions were fown
¢¢ among 'them .

«¢ The Switzers are mercenaries, who will
¢ always ferve the king for money §.

¢« The king of Demmark 4} is a prince whofe
s¢ ftate is but fmall.

3

L

(13

(13

the machinations of France to a few mean gallies, which
when they wanted to encreafe for their greater fecurity,
the French ordered them to forbear at their peril. 'They
have now taken on them to nurfe Corfica for the Genoefe,
and perhaps in time they may be fo kind as to take care
of Genoa alfo ; and the poffeflions of thefe two places,
and Minorea, would give them the command of the Medi~
terrancan fea.

* Here France, to pleafure the pontiff, permits a court
of Inguifition.

+ This France has effeétually done, Is it not time for
Britain to interpofe in their affairs likewife, in order to
draw them from their attachment to France

§ The French have many thoufands of thefe traops in
pay, and to induce them to enter into their fervice, they
grant them extraordinary privileges.

4 The face of Denmarkis, by the wifdom of its king,
very much changed fince this fyftem took place. That
prince, who is daily advancing the trading interefts of

wihe
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¢ The Swepes will not break off from the
intereft of Frauce. :
*“ We ought to confider all the inftruments,
¢ which for our money, we may make ufe of to
<« divert the forces of England and  Holland,
“ when his majefty makes any enterprife which
* pleafes them not.
. *‘ The friendfhip of Turdy * is very good for

“France.

‘““ Laftly, the French patriot {peaks of England,
¢ when the foregoing points thould be carried b
¢ France, as eafy to be conquered : he obferves
¢ wars with France would ruin England, and
“ that no peace fhould be made with her, but
““ upon conditions of the greateft advantage to
<« France +.

‘“ The league with Ho/land thould be renew-
* ed, and they put into a BELIEF, that Fromce
¢ fhould give them all the trade ttill, becaufe
< they have the knowledge of it, and are pro-
¢ perfor it; bucthat the French (as it is to be
“ fuggefied) hawve no inclination that way, and
neither can be forced : they muft be told they

~

4

-

his fubjes, hasnow 50,000 good troops ‘at his com=
mand, and many fhips of war., .
* Becaufe Frarce might be able to play off the Turk
againft the Rauffiane, or Aufirians, fhould they offer to
interfere in her {chemes. .
T England would undoubtedly be ruined by a long war
with France, if neutral powers during the war were to
carry on the Fremch trade, for reafons which we have
already given. But.could thofe neutral powers be detach’d
from thus adting in the aid of France, Britain, with a
ftrong naval force, and a well regulated militia, would
have nothing to fear., = *° :
“ are
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« are come to the happy time for advancing
< their affairs, and ruining their competitors
<« [the Englifb] in the fovereignly of the northern
cctifeq 2> wh W

Thus have we given a concife account of the
French GRAND SYSTEM.

W hatever the French may fay or do to hood-
wink the eyes of Eurgpe, and lead men from
their intereft into a ftate of infecurity or per-
dition, this is the {fcheme which they have ever
had in view, and fuccefsfully purfued ftep by
ftep, ever fince the time of Colbert, and which
before this war they had nearly brought to com-
pletion. They have annexed to their dominions -
Alface and Lorrain, on the fide of Germany;
Artois, Cambrefis, part of Flanders, Hainault,
and Luxemburg, on the fide of the Netherlands ;
Roufillon, formerly a part of Catalonia, on the
fide of Spain : they have reduced the Genozfe to
a fervile dependence on them, and got footing

* This is the fcheme laid to cajole Holland, who has
been-long put.ina belicf that they fhall have all the trade,
while the French under  that pretext have been gaining it
for themfelves. May the eyes of the ftates of Holland, as
well as thofe of Great Britain, be at length opened, that
they may' fee their intereft, and avoid their deftruétion.
Can any thing more effeGtually accomplifh this mafterly
French plan, than diftra&ting both England and Holland,
in their domeftic concerns, as well as dividing them in
friendfhip and alliance as nations ? As thefe are fome of
the chief arts of conqueft praétifed by France, ought not
both nations heartily to unite, to defeat their {uccefs, when
they appear fo bare-faced and ‘notorious ? And if thefle
ftates fhall be happy enough to unite vigoroufly at this
critical time, they will find no great difficulty to ruin the
power of France for ever,

in
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in Corfica; they were fettling the neutral iflands,
and had encreached on our rights and privileges
of trade in Africa and the Eaft Indes; they
ftole the Zndians from our alliance in America,
and aided and encouraged them to murder the
defencelefs fettlers and burn their habitations ;
they wheedled the Duzch and Auflrians into a
negle of their barrier, and have {6 far infinuated
themfelves into the favour of the latter, as
to get pofleflion of their fea-port towns in
Flanders. When with this increafe of their do-
minions we confider the amazing increafe of
their commerce, of their fitheries, and of -their
naval power and foreign conneétions, we fhall
find that we have great reafon to feek fecurity
for ourfelves and our friends, and that no time
1s to be loft.

In this fituation to talk of throwing off con-
tinental conneGions would be abfurd, for by a
felfih attention to our own concerns only, we
may forward the intereft of our enemies, and
precipitate thofe who have no good liking to the
French {chemes into their arms for proteétion,
Great part of the Duzch trade, as well as that of
the Danes, Hamburghers, and others, confifts in
their filhery and their carriage ; we fhould not
therefore be fo very tender and delicate as we
have been in articles of this kind : we fhould
endeavour to wean them from their neutrality,
and make them principals in our wars, fince the
caufe we are fighting for is their caufe al{o ; and
if the trade of Frasce was not carried on in
neuatral bottoms, her refources would be cut off,
and fhe would be unable to fupport her credit,

and
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and bring her armies into the field. To this let
me add, that we ought to league ourfelves, if
poflible, with the proteftant powers of Germany,
and in the Nerth, as well as with the Duzch, and
we fhould pay our contraéts, and fupport our
allies with chearfulnefs, for this alliance feems
the moft natural. We have long paid thé Au-
Jfirians for fighting their own battles, and have
un{ubfidized fought for them ourfelves. In all
our connefted wars they never brought their
quota of men into the field, though they were
ever punctually paid by Britain, which if we had
duly confidered, we fhould perhaps have chang-
ed our fyftem fooner, and not have raifed that
family to the imperial dignity to threaten our
own fovereign with the ban of the empire.
When we talk of continental conne&ions, and
of aiding and {upporting our allies vigorouily,
T don’t mean that it fhould be done by men, but
by money, for we can hire 30,000 auxiliary.
troops in Germany at nearly the expence for.

which we can maintain 10,000 of our own.
There are fome powers to whom we mufb
grant fubfidies, as they are unable to maintain
any confiderable number of troops from their
own revenues: but it fhould be the bufinefs of*
Britain, as a trading nation, to conne&t herfelf
with thofe who take off her manufactures, that
the money may revert to Britain again. It may
be objeed indeed, that if Brituin could {ub-
fitt and fupport her trade without thefe- fub-
fidies, it would be more to her advantage; but
that, according to the Freach {yftem, and our
own, feems impralticable, If we don’t {ub-
fidize



264 Tht TRADE and INTEREST

fidize with them, France will, and we know
that the has had Denmark, Pruffia, Saeden, and
other proteftant powers, in her intereft, who
would willingly have been conne&ed with us,
had we not fhown fuch evident marks of par-
tiality in favour of .the houfe of Zufria.

"There arealfo many powers which it is our
intereft occafionally to affift, becaufe they take
off our commodities, and a trading nation muft
do fomething for the fupport of its cuftomers,
or they and their trade will fall into the hands
of others, who will prote&t them, or be fub-
dued and have their territories annexed to the
conqueror; and if the' conqueror fhould be
France, or a frenchified power, you lofe your
friends and your trade at the fame inftant.
This had like to have been the cafe with the
Portuguefe ; and the Briti/b miniltry never dif-
covered more prudence than they did by fending
Sir Joun Norris up the T'acus with fo large
a fleet at fo little warning, and aflifting their
friends fo effectually and with fo much chear-
fulnefs. '

But exclufive of all compaéts and alliances,
it 1s ever the intereft of Britain not only to
gunard againft univerfal monarchy on the con-
tinent, but to prevent any nation from becoming

too powerful ; becaufe thereby fhe might be

endanger’d herfelf ; and befides this the robbing
others of liberty, and engroffing that power
and wealth, which is now difperfed among
many nations, into a few hands, would abate
their 1nduitry, and render them unable to pur-
chafe the manufadtures of Great Britain in that
' 5 proportion
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proportion they otherwife would do. 'The
placing a man in a ftate of liberty, or of {lavery,
makes an amazing difference with regard to his
induftry. The one works with chearfulnefs,
becaufe he is certain of reaping the fruit of his
labour ; the other has no fuch aflurance, and
therefore is indifferent whether he obtains any
thing from indueftry or not, fince it may' be at
apy time wrefted from him by the tyrant under
whom he {ubfifls. '

All our minifters who have in any degree de-
ferved the title of politicians, have endeavoured
to keep Hurofe in a ftate of equilibrium, and
have for that reafon fometimes afiifted one power,
and fometimes another, in proportion as the
one was likely to be too much deprefs'd, and
the other grow too great ; and they have ‘all
occafionally concerned themfelves with the con-
tinent ; but the moft knowing have rather fur-
nithed their friends with money and fhipping
than with land forces ; becaufe, as we have al-
ready obferved, auxiliary troops may be main-
tained at little more than a third of the money
that will fubfit our own; and if thefle troops
are hired of a ftate who takes off our produce
and manufaétures, the money n time will re-
vert to us again.  And with refpeé to ‘thipping,
the money there employed in the fervice of our
allies will all return, as our fhips are victualled,
and the mens wages paid in our owu ports.
*Tis in this manner therefore that we ought
principally to affift our allies, and I with we
had more allies naturally connecte with our
intereft, and who would heartily join with us in

Aa fubduing
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fubduing the power of France. If the Duch
continue obftinate, inactive, and blind- to their
own 1ntereft, (which heaven forbid they fhould)
it may be prudent in Grear Britgin to firengthen
and create as it were other marifime powers, If
a proper plan was laid for this purpofe, Denmark,
Savesen, Ruffia, and the Hans Towns, would
find it their intereft to come m, fince it would
throw great part of the trade of Germany znd
and the northern countries into their hands ; to
this let me add, that Priffia would, with our
afliftance, cut a greater figure on the ocean, and
that Bremen, Stade, and other places fubjeét to
his: Byt i ﬂ]aj{/l’y, as eleor of Haunower,
might be made conducive to the defign, and this
.- defign under a proper treaty of commerce, cal-
culated for the advantage of all parties, might
be carried into execution, and inftead of leflen-
ing would advance the naval power, and the
trade of Great Britain.

But if none of thefs powers will come into
any proper league, and France is {iill permitted
ta go on with'her fcheme, whatis to be done by
Great Britain 2 why, her intereft to be fure, in
fuch a diftrefs’d cafe, is to keep up her naval
power to the moft exalted pitch, and to attend
afliduoufly to her trade without wafting her
blood and treafure on the continent, in aid of
thofe who have no proper regard to their own
fecurity. Lether do this and fhe has ftll one
chance, and that a good one; for tho’ France
thould fubdue one nation after another,y;he con-
queft will fit very uneafy on her for fome time ;
the cajoled will be awakened, and thofe l;vho

ave
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have been deceived and ill treated, will be ever
xeady to rife in rebellion: and in a fituation
always fubjett to infurieCtions, it would be
many years before France could raife a fleet able
ta cope with that of Britain, and in that in-
terval the death of kings, or cabals of mini-
fters, might probably permit the new conquer’d
powers to fhake off their allegiance, and liberty,
aided by the arms of Britam, might again re-
turn to her ancient empire.

Fhdfelgdfgbielepdlidbhddidd bdhd driad

Tke Rationale of the STocks, or publick Funps
in BExGLAND, with an hifforical Account of
the Eaft India, tbe Bank, azd South-Sea
Companies.

S there are few fubje&s of converfation
more general than the value of ftocks,
and hardly any thing fo little underftood, no-
thing can be more ufeful than a fhort account of
them, which we fhall here give in as clear and
concife a manner as poflible, prefenting our
readers with the rationale of the ftocks, and ‘a
thort hiftory of the feveral companies, defcrib-
ing the nature of their {eparate funds, the ufes
to which they are applied, and the various pur-
pofes they anfwer, both with refpe to the go-
vernment, the companies themielves, and the
community in general.
In order to give a clear idea of the money
tranfactions of the feveral companies, it is proper
Aa 2 we
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we fhould fay fomething of money in general,
and particularly of paper money, and the diffe-
rence between that and the current fpecie. Mo-
ney is the ftandard of the value of all the nécef-
faries and accommodations of life, and paper-
money is the reprefentative of that ftandard to
fuch a degree, as to fupply its place, and to
anfwer all the purpofes of gold and filver coin.
Nothing is neceflary to make this reprefentative
of money fupply the place of fpecie, but the
‘credit of that office or company, who delivers
1t ; which credit confifts in its always being ready .
to turn it into {fpecie whenever required. This
is exaltly the cafe of the bank of England, the
notes of this company are of the fame value as
the current coin; as they may be turned into it,
whenever the pofleflor pleafes. From hence,
as notes are a kind of money, the counterfeiting
them is punithed with death as well as coining.
The method of depofiting money in the Bank,
and exchanging it for notes (tho’ they bear no
intereft) is attended with many conveniencies ;
as they are not only fafer than in the hands of
the owner himfelf; but'as the notes are more
portable and capable of a much more eafy con-
veyance ; fince a bank note for a very large fum,
may be fent by the poft, and to prevent the de-
figns of robbers, may, without damage, be cat
in two and f{ent at two feveral times,  Or bills,
called Bant Pofl Bills, may be had by applica-
tion at the Bank, which are particulariy cal-
culated to prevent loffes by robberies, they being
made payable tothe order of the perfon who takes
them out at a certain number of days after fight,
which
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which gives an opportanity to flop fuch bills
at the Baxnk, if they (hould be loft, and prevents
their being fo ealily negotiated by ftrangers as
common Bark notes are ; and whoever con-
fiders the hazard, the expence and trouble there
would be in fending large fums of gold and
flver to and from diftant placea, muft alfo con-
fider this as a very fingular advantage. Befides
which another benefit attends them ; for if they
are deftroyed by time, or other accidents the
Bankt will, on oath bemg made of fuch accident,
and fecurity being given, pay the money to the
perforr who was 1n poffeflion of them.

Bank notes differ from all kinds of flock in
thefe three particulars, 1. They are always of
thre {ame value. 2. They are paid off without
being transferred, and 3. ‘They bearno mtereﬂ
while ftocks are a fhare in a company’s funds,
bought without any condition of having the prin-
eipal returned. /udiz bonds indeed (by fome
perfons, tho’ erroneoufly, denominated ftock]
are to be excepted they being made payable at
fx months notice, either on the fide of the
company or of the pofieffor. '

Before we proceed, it may not be improper
to obferve, that it is not neceflary the Bazk
thould always have a fund fufficient to difcharge
alt its notes at one nme, it being enough if it s
capable of anfwering any demand, and of pay-
myg all notes as foon as prefented Nor is it
neceflary  that” the feveral companies funds
or ftocks fhould ever be large endugh to pay off

proonetors of the feveml fhares ; for as thefe
fharps of the general ftock -are transferable, they
akg may



270 7he TRADE and INTEREST

may be turned into fpecie whenever the pro-
prietor pleafes.

By the word Stock was originally meant, a
particular fum of money contributed to the efts.
blifhing a fund to enable a company to carry on
a certain trade, by means of which the perfon
became a partner in that trade, and received a
fhare of the profit made thereby in proportion
to the money employed. But this term has
been extended farther, though improperly, to
fignify any fum of money which has been lent
to the government, on condition of recewing a
certain intereft *dll the money is repaid, and
which makes a part of the national debt. As
the {ecurity both of the government and of the
publick companies is efteem’d preferable to that
of any private perfon, as the ftock is negotiable
and may be fold at any time, and as the intereft
is always punctually paid when due, fo they are
thereby enabled to borrow money on a lower
intereft than what might be obtained from lend-
ing it to private perfons, where there muft be
always fome danger of lofing both principal and
intereft.

But as every capital ftock or fund of a com-
pany is raifed for a particular purpofe, and
limitted by parliament to a certain fum, it ne-
ceflarily follows, that when that fund is corm-
pleated, no ftock can be bought of the com-
pany ; though fhares already purchafed, may be
transferred trom one perfon to another. 'Chis
being the cafe, there is frequently a great dif-
proportion between the original value of the
fhares, and what is given for them when tranf-

ferred ;
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ferred ; for if there are more buyers than fel-
lers, a perfon who is indifferent about felling
will not part with his fhare without a confider-
able profit to himfelf; and on the contrary, if
many are difpofed to fell, and few inclined to
buy, the value of fuch fhares will naturally fall,
in proportion to the impatience of thofe who
want to turn their ftock into {pecie; for as when
there are more buyers than fellers, the buyers
will endeavour to out-bid each other, {o when
there are more {ellers than buyers, the fellers
will ftruggle who fhall difpofe of his ftock firfl,
by each offering it at a lefs price than the other.

Thefe obfervations may ferve to give our
readers {fome idea of the nature of that unjuftify-
able and dithoneft pra&ice called Stock-Fobbing,
the myftery of which confifts in nothing more
than this: The perfons concerned in that prac-
tice, who are denominated Stock-Fobbers, make
contra&s to buy or fell, at a certain diftant time,
a certain quantity of fome particular ftock,
againft which time they endeavour, according as
their contraét 1s, either to raife or lower fuch
ftock, by raifing rumours and fpreading fititious
ftories in order to 1nduce people either to fell out
in a hurry, and confequently cheap, if they are
to deliver ftock, or to beccme unwilling to feil,
and confequently to make it dearer, if they are
to recetve ftock.

The perfons who make thefe contralts are not
in general pofiefs'd of any real ftock, and when
the time comes that they are to receive or deliver
the quantity they have contraéted for, they only
pay fuch a fum of money as makes the difference

between
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between the price the flock was at when they
made the contra®, and the price it happens to
be at when the contra@® is fulfilled, and
1t is no uncommon thing for perfons not: worth
100 /. to make contraéts for the buying or fel- -
ling 100,000 /. ftock. In the language of Ex-
change Alley, the buyer in this cafe is called the
Bull, and the feller the Bear, :

Befides thefe, there are another fet of men,
who, though of a higher rank, may properly
encugh come under the fame denomination.
Thefe are your great money’d men, who are
dealers in ftock and contra@ors with the govern-
ment whencver any new money is to be bor-
rowed.. Thefe indeed are not fiftitious, but
real buyers and fellers of flock ; but by raifing
falfe hopes, or creating groundlefs fears, by
pretending to buy or fell large quantities of
ftock on a fudden, by ufing the fore-mentioned
fet of men as their inftruments, and other like
practices, are enabled to raife or fall the fiocks
One or two per cent. at pleafure.

However, the real value of one ftock above
another, on account of its being more profitable
to the proprietors, or any thing that will really,
or only in imagination, affe® the credit of 2
company, or endanger the government by which
that credit is' fecured, mult naturally have a
confiderable effeét on the flocks. Thus, with
refpe@ to the intereft of the proprietors, a fhare
in the ftock of a trading company which pro-
duces 5 L. or 6/ per cent. per annum. muft be
more valuable than an annuity with government
{ecurity, that produces no more than 3L or 4 3

per
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fer cent. per annum 5 and confequently fuch flock
muft felt at a higher price than fuch an amuity.
"Though it muft be obferved, that a fhare in the
ftock of a trading company producing 5 /. or
6 1. per cent. per annum. will not fetch {o much
money at market as a government annuity pro-
ducing the fame fum, becaufe the fecurity of the
company is not reckoned equal to that of the
government, and the continuance of their pay-
mg fo much per annum, is more precarious, as
their dividend is, or ought tobe, always in pro-
portion to the profits of their trade. Thus, for
mitance, theEaft India company divides at prefent
6 L for every 100 /. fhare, the current price of
which is 174 : The purchafer therefore will here
make 4 % per cens. for his money advanced.
 Whereas the government annuities of 3/ per
eent. fell for 83 L Confequently the purchafer
makes no morethan 3 /. 10s. 3 4. per cent. of his
money advanced ; whence it will appear, that-
the fndia ftock fells confiderably cheaper than the
government annuities, owing to the fecurities
not being quite fo good, nor the continnance of
their paying fo much per fhare quite {o certain,
As the ftocks of the Eaf India, the Bank,
and South-Sea companies, are diftinguifthed by
different denominations, and are of a very dif-
ferent nature, we fhall give a fhort hiftory of
each of them, together with an account of the
different ftocks, each is poflefled of, beginnin
with the Eaft Indic company, as the firfk efta-
blithed.

ar
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Oft,éeEAST-INDIA.Campa@.

There is no trading \company in Europe, the
Dutch Eaf}-India company excepted, which can
be put in competition with this. It was firt
eftablithed in the latter end of the reign of
queen Elizabeth ; and its privileges have been
enlarged, or confirmed, by almoft every me-
narch fince. Its fhares, or {ubfcriptions, were
originally oaly 5o/, fterling 5 and its capital
only 369,891/ 5. but the dire@ors having a
confiderable dividend to make jn 1676, it was
agreed to join the profits to the capital, by
which the fhares were doubled, and confequently
each became of 100/ value, and the capital
739782 L. 104, to which capital, if 963,639 £
the profits of the company o the year 1683,
be added, the whole ftock will be found to be
1,703,402 pounds.

However, this company having fuftained fe-
veral loffes by the Dutch, and the {ubje@s of
the Great Mogz/, was in a declining way at the
revolution, when the war with F rance reduced
_ it fo low, that it appearing fcarcely pofiible to
be fupported, a new one was ereCted. The
merchants forming the new Eaft-India company
received their charter in 1698, having in con-
fideration of the grant thereof, lent to the go-
vernment two millions at 8 per cent. per ansum,
and puthing their trade with vigour, they foon
carriéd on twice the bufinefs that was ever doae
by the old company. But after the two com-
panies had fubfifted a few years in a feparate

ftate,
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ftate, means were contrived to unite them,
which was effeted in 1702, when a new charter
was granted them under the title of the United
Company of Merchants trading to the Ealt-Indies.

To the two millions advanced by the new
company, the united company in the 6th of
queen dnre, lent the government 1,200,000/
which made their whole loan amount to
3,200,000 /. a further fum was alfo lent by the
company in 1730, on a renewal of their charter,
the intereft of which is reduced to 3 per cent.
and called the Zndia three per cent. annuities.

As to India ftock, it is of a quite different
mature ; for as that is not money put out to in-
tereft, but the trading flock of the company,
and the proprietors of the fhares inftead of re-
ceiving a regular annuity, have a dividend of
the profits arifing from the company’s trade ;
which, as it is more valuable, thefe fhares ge-
nerally fell at a price much above the original
value.

As to the .management of this united com-
pany, zall perfons without exception, natives,
and foreigners, men and women, are admitted
members of it; and §oo/. in the ftock: of the
company, gives the owner a vote in the general
courts, and zooo /. qualifies him to be chofen a
direftor. 'The dire@ors are 24 in number, in-
- cluding the chairman, and deputy-chairman, who
may be re-ele€ted for four years fucceflively.
“Che chairman has a falary of zool a year, and
each of the directors 150/. The meetings or
courts of direGors, at¢ 1o be held at leaft once

: a week §
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a week ; but are commonly oftener, being fum-
moned as occafion requires.

Out of the body of direftors are chofen fe-
veral committees, who have the peculiar in-
fpe@ion of certain branches of the company’s
bufinefs 5 as the committee of correfpondence,
a committee ofbuying, a committee’ of treafury,
a houfe-committee, 2 committee of warehoufes, 2
committee of fhipping, a committee of accompts,
a committee of law-fuits, and a committee to
prevent the growth of private trade, Fc. who
have under them a {ecretary, cathier, clerks,
warehoufe-keepers, e,

Other officers of the company are governors
and faétors abroad, fome of whom have guards
of foldiers, and livein all the ftate of fovercign
~ princes.

Cf the Bank of ExcLanND.

The company of the Bank was incorporated
by parliament, in the sth.and 6th years of king
William and queen Mary, by the name of The
Governor and Company of the Bank of England,
in confideration of the loan of 1,200,000 7
granted to the government; for which the fub-
fcribers received almoft 8 per cent. By this
charter, the company are not to borrow under
their common feal, unlefs by a& of parliament 3
they are not to trade, or fuffer any perfon in
truft for them, to trade in any goods, or mer-
chandize ; but they may deal in bills of exchange,
in buying or felling bullion, and foreign gold
and filver coin, &,

By
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By an aét of parliament paffed in the 8th and
oth year of king William 1II. they were im-
powered to enlarge their capital fttock to
2,201,171 /. 1os. It was then alfo enaéted,
that bank ftock fhould be a perfonal} and not a
real eftate ; that no contrat either in word or
writing. for buying or felling bank ftock, thould
~ be good in law, unlefs regifter’d in the books of
the bank within feven days; and the ftock
transferred in 14 days, and that it fhould be
felony, without benefit of clergy, to counterfeit
the common feal of the bank, or any fealed
bank bill, or any bank note, or to alter or erafe
fuch bills or notes.

By another aé& paffed in the 7th of queen
Anne, the company were impowered to augment
their capital to 4,402,343 /. and they then ad-
vanced 400,000/.more to the government, and in
1714, they advanced anotherloan of 1,500,000 /.

In the third year of the reign of king George
the firft, the intereft of their capital ftock was
reduced to 5 per cent. when the bank agreed to
deliver up as many exchequer bills as amounted
to 2,000,000/, and to accept an annuity of
100,000 /. and it was declared lawful for the
bank to call from their members, in proportion
to their interefts in the capital ftock, fuch fums
of money as in a general court fhould be found
neceffary 5 but if any member fthould negle& to
pay his fhare of the monies {o called for, at the
time appointed by notice in the London Gazette,
and fixed upon the Royal Exchange, it thould be
lawful for the bank, not only to ftop the di-

vidend of fuch member, and to apply it to-
Bb wards
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which they chofe, and which fully anfivers their
end, was as follows.

They opened a fubfcription, which they re-
new annually, for a million of money; where-
in the fubfcribers advance 10 per cent. and enter
into a contra&t to pay the remainder, or any
part thereof, whenever the Baz# thall call upon
them, under the penalty of forfeiting the 10 per
cent. {o advanced ; in confideration of which,
the Banf pays the fubfcribers 4 per cent. intereft
for the money paid in, and £ per cent. for the
whole fum they agree to furnith ; and in cafe a
call thould be made upon them for the whole,
or any part thereof, the Bant farther agrees to
pay them at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum for
fuch fum till they repay it, which they are under
an obligation to do at the end of the year. By
this means the Bax# obtains all the purpofes of
keeping a million of money by them; and
thoagh the fubferibers, if no call is made upon
them (which is in general the cale) receive 6 &
per cent. for the money they advance, yet the
company gaius the fum of 23,500/ per ammum
by the contratt; as will appear by the following
account.

‘The Bank receives from the govern- 4

ment for the advance of a million 30,000
The Bank pays to the fubfcribers who

advance 100,000 /. and engage to

pay (when called for) goo,o00Z

more, 6

(o1

’

25

The clear gain to the Ban# thereforeis 23,500

This
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This is the ftate of the cafe, provided the
company fhould make no call on the fubfcribers,:
which they will be very unwilling to do, becaufe
it would not only leflen their profit, but affet
the publick credit in general.

Bank ftock may not impropesly be called a
trading ftock, fince with this they deal very.
largely in foreign gold and filvey, in difcoant-
ing bills of exchange, {5e.  Befides which,
they are allowed by the gevernment very con-
fideyable fums annually for the management of
the annuities paid at their aoflice. All which
advantages render a fhare in their flock very
valuable; though 1t is not equal in value to the
Eap-India flock. 'The company make divi-
dends of the profits half yearly, of which nouce
is publickly given; when thofe who have oc-
cation for their money may readily receive it 3
but private perfons, if they jmndge convenient,
are permitted to continue their funds, and to
have their intereft added to the principal.

This company is under the direCion of a
gOVErnar, deputy-gavernor, and 24 diretoss,
who are annually elefted by the gcneral counrt, .
in the fame manner as in the Egf-India com-
pany. Thirteen, or mere, campofe a coust of
direcors for managing the affaiss of the com-
pany ; but if the governor or deputy fhould be
ablent for twa hours after the ufual tume of pro-
ceeding to bufinefs, the direftors may chufe a
chairman by majority, and their alts will be
altogether as valid, as if the governer or de-
puty were prefent.

; Bb 3 The
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The officers of this company are very nu-
' merous. :

Ofthe SouTn-SEA Com/’anj.

During the long war with France in the reign
of queen Anne, the payment of the failors of
the royal navy being negle@ed, and they re-
ceiving tickets inftead ot money, were fre-
quently obliged by their neceflities to fell thefe
tickets to avaritious men at a difcount of 401
and fometimes 5o /. per cent. by this and other
means the debts of the nation unprovided for by
parliament, and which amounted to 9,471,321 /.
fell into the hands of thefe ufurers. ~ On which,
Mr. Harley, at that time chancellor of the Ex.
chequer, and afterwards earl of Oxford, pro-
pofed a {cheme to allow the proprietors of thefe
debts and deficiencies 6/. per cent. per annum,
and to incorporate them in order to their carry-
ing on a trade to the Souz4-Seas ; and they were
accordingly incorporated under the title of 74
Governor and Company of Merchants of Great
Britain, #rading to the South-Seas, and other parts
of America, and for encouraging the Fifbery, &e.

Though this company feem formed for the
fake of commerce, it is certain the miniftry
never thought ferioufly during the courfe of the
war, about making any fettlements on the coaft
of South America, which was what flattered the
expetations of the people, norwas it indeed ever
carried into execution, or any trade ever under-
taken by this company, except the 4/ffento, in
purfyance of the treaty of Utrecht, for furnifhin g

: the
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the Spaniards, with negroes, of which this com-
pany was deprived by the late convention be-
tween the courts of Great Britain and Spain,
foon after the treaty of Aix la Chapelle, in
1748.

After this, fome other fums were lent to the
government in the reign of queen 4nze at 6 pir
cent.  On the third of Gesorge I. the intereft of
the whole was reduced to 5 per cent. and they
advanced two millions more to the government
at the fame intereft. By the ftatute of the 6th
of George 1. it was declared, that this company
might redeem all or any of the redeemable
national debts, in confideration of which the
company were empowered to augment their
capital according to the fums they " thould dif-
charge : And for enabling the company to raife
fuch fums for purchafing annuities, exchangm;r
for ready money new exchequer bills, carrying
on their trade, <I'c. the company might by {fuch
means as they fhould think proper, raile fuch
fums of money as in a general court of the com-
pany thould be judged neceffary. The com-
pany were alfo impowered to raife money on
contraéts, bills, bonds or obligations under their
common feal, on the credit of their capital ftock.
But if the fub-governor, deputy-governor, or
other members ot the company fhould purchafe
lands or revenues of the crown, upon account
of the corporation, or lend money by loan or
anticipation, on any branch of the revenue,
other than fuch part only on which a credit of
loan was granted by parhament, fuch fub-gover-

nor,
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nor, or other member of the company, fhould
forfeit treble the value of the money fo lent.
The fatal South-Sea {cheme tranfaéted in the
year 1720, was executed upon the laft-mentioned
fatute. The company had at firft fet out with
good fuccefs, and the value of their ftock for
the firft five years had rifen fafter than that of
any other company, and his late-Majeity, after
purchafing 10,000 /. flock, had condefcended
to be their governor. Thmgs were i this
fitvation, when taking advantage of the above
ftatute, the Souzh-Sez bubble was projeéied.
'The pretended defign of which was to raife a
fund for carrying on a trade to the Souzb-Seas,
and purchafing annutties, &I'r. paid to the other
companies, and propofals were printed and
diftributed fhewing the advantages of the defign,’
and inviting perfons into it. The fum necef-
fary for carrying it on, togethesr with the pro-
fits that were to arife from 3t, were divided inio
a certain number of fhares, or fubfcriptions to
be purc chafed by perfons difpofed to adventure
therein. And the better to carry on the de-
ception, the direCtors engaged to make very large
dividends, and altually declared, that every
100 /. original ftock would yield co b per annum,
which occafioned {o great a rife of their fiock,
that a fhare of ‘100 /. was fold for upwards of
1oco /. This was in the menth of  Fuky ;" but
before the end ‘of S tember it fell to 550/ by
which multitudes were ruined, and fuch a fcene
of diftrefs occafioned as is fcarcely to be con-
ceived. - But the confequences: of " this‘infamous!
fcheme are too well kpown, We fhall pafs
over



of GreaT-BriTAIN., = 285

over all the other tranfaltions of this company
in the reign of king Gesrge 1. as not material.
to our prefent purpole.

By a ftatute of the 6th of his prefent majefty,
it was enatted, that from and after the z4th of
Fune 1733, the capital ftock of this company,
which amounted to 14,651,103 2. 85 14. and
the fhares of the refpetive proprictors, fhould
be divided into four equal parts, three-fourths
of which fhould be convested into a joint flock,
attended with annuities, after the rate of 4 per
cent. until redemption by parliament, and thould
be called, The new South-Sea Auruities, and
the other fourth part thould remain in the com-
pany as a trading capital flock, attended with
the refidue of the annuities or funds payable at
the exchequer to the company for their whole
capital, till redemption ; and attended with the
fame fums allowed for charges of management,
and with all effe&@s, profits of trade, debts,
privileges and advantages belonging to the
South-Sea company. ‘That the accomptant of
. the company thould twice every year, at €4rf-
mas and Midfummer, or within one month afier,
ftate an accaunt of the company’s affairs, which
fhould be laid before the next general court, in
order to their declaring a dividend, and all di-
vidends fhould be made out of the clear profits,
and thould not exeeed what the company might
reafonably divide, without mcurring any farther
debt, provided that the company thonld not at
any time divide more than 4 fer cent. per anmum,
until their debts were difcharged ; and that the
South-Sea company, and their trading flock,

: ; thould,
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fhould, exclufively from the new joint, fock of
annuities, be liable to all the debts and incum-
brances of the company; and that the com-
pany fhould caufe to be kept within the city of
Londsm, an office and books, in which all tran{-
fers of the new annuities thould be entered and
figned by the party making fuch transfer, or
his attorney, and the perfon to whom fuch
transfer fhould be made, or his attorney, fhould
under-write his acceptance, and no other method
of transferring the annuities $hould be good in
law.

"The annuities of this company, as well as the
others, are now reduced to 3 /. per cent.

This company is under the direGion of a
governor, fub-governor, deputy-governor, and
21 direftors ; but no perfon is qualified to be
governor, his majefty excepted, unlefs fuch go-
vernor has in his own name and right, sooo /.
in the trading ftock ; the fub-governor is to have
4000 Z the deputy 3000 /. and a direGor 2000 Z.
in the fame flock. In every general cout, every
member having in his own name and right oo /.
in trading ftock, has one vote ; if 2000/ two
votes ; it 3000 /L three votes, and if soca /.
four votes.

The Eoft-India company, the Bank cf England,
and the Sourh-Sez company, are the only incor-
porated bodies to which the government is in-.
debted, except the Million Bank, whofe capital
is only one million, conftituted to purchafe the
reverfion of the long exchequer orders. *

The intereft of all the debts owing by the
government is now reduced to 3 per cent. ex-

ccptmg
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cepting only the annuities for the years 1756,
and 1758, the life annuities, and the exchequer
orders : But the South-Sea company ftill con-
tilenes to divide four per cent. on their prefent
capital ftock, which they are enabled to do
from the profits they make on the fums allowed
to them for management of the annuities paid
at their office, and from the intereft of annuities
which are not claimed by the proprietors.

For the advantage of thofe young gentle-
men and ladies who are fo little acquainted
with the language made ufe of in the tranf-
attions of the above companies,. as to be unable
to underfland the price of ftocks publithed in
the news-papers, we fhall give an explication
at one view of the price of the feveral ftocks for
one day, by which they will be enabled per-
feétly to underftand this lift on any future oc-
cafion.

The Price of Stock as
expreffedin the nesws-
papers.

Bank Stock 117 /A

| India ditto 13423134 %

South-Sea Stock 97 %

The fume explained fo
as to be intelligible 1a
the meaneft capacity.

Every 100 /. of Bank
Stock is fold for
117 L

The price of 100/
Iidia ftock is from
134/ t0134 /. § 5.

Tke price of 100 /. of

Svwth-Sea ftock is

|

97; A% (77

{ Old
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Old Annuities 871

New ditto 86 L.

- Three per Cent. con-

Three per Cent. ditto
Y1726, 85 3.

Three per Cent. India

<13 per Ce;zt: ditto 1757,

Three per Cent. Bank
reduced, 86 3 a 87.

folidated 8'6_.

1751, 86. ‘

and INTEREST

[' The price of 100/, of
Old = Annuities s
8l 1 g2

"The price of 100/, of

- 'New Annunities is
86 /. 103, p

The price of 100/ of
Three per . Cent.

‘Bank  reduced, is .
from 86/ 155, to
87 L .

The priceof 100/ of
Three per Cent. con-
{olidated is 86 A

The price of 100/, of
Three per Cent. con-
folidated 1726, is .
Bhdsires.

Three per Cent. ditto | The price of 100l of

‘T'hree per Cent. con-
folidated 1751, is
864 .

Annuities 85 3.

o

X
3=
I

Bank AnnuitiesJ
7.505 g2z

85 3ths,

"The price of 100/, of

./ 'T'hree per Ceut. India

/ Annuities, 1Is 85 L
) S

The prince of 100/ of
Three and "a half
per Cent. Bank An-
nuities 1756, isgz /.
10 s,

The price of 100/
Three per Cent. An-
nuities 1767, is 85 /.

7 e . 3';
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-3 % per Cent. Annuities
e z
175859315

Bk Cianlationt wi
125 6.
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"The price of 1co /. 3 %
per Cenf. Annuities
1768 r1se 9g ). 1o,

For every 100/ of
Bank circulation a

premium is paid of
AR C AR L

The premium for India
Bonds is from 1.
to 4 s,

Judia Bonds 1 5. to 4 5.

In comparing the prices’ of the diferent
flocks one with another, it muft be remember-
ed, that the interelt due on them from the time
of the Jaft payment, is taken into the current
prices and the feller never receives any feperate
confideration for it, except in the cafe of Iudia
bonds; where the intereff due is calculated to
the day of the fale, and paid by the purchafer

- over and above the premiym agreed for. But as
the intereft on the different flocks is paid at diffe-
rent times, this, if not rightly underftood, would
lead a perfon not well acquainted with them
into confiderable miftakes in his computation of
their value ; fome always having a quarter’s in-
tereft due " on them more than others, which
makes an appearance of a confiderable difference
in the price, when, in reality, there is none at
all, . Thus, for inftance, OId South Sea- Annui-
ties fell at prefent for £ 852 or £ 8s 10, while
New South Sea Annuities fetch only [/ Sqidsor
/4 84 15. though each of them produce the fame :
annual {um of £ 3 per Cent. but the Old Annui-
“ties have a quarter’s intereft more due on them
G than
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than the New Annuities, which amounts to 15.%
the exadt difference. There is, however, one
or two caufes that will always make one {pecies
of Annuities fell fomewhat lower than ancther,
though of the fame real value, one of which is
the Annuities making but a {mall capital, and
there not being, for that reafon, fo many people
at all times ready to buy into it, as into others,
where the quantity is larger, becaufe it is ap-
prehended that whenever the government pays
off the national debt, they will begin with that
particular {pecies of annuity, the capital of
which is the {fmalleft.

A ftock may likewife be affeted by the Court
of Chancery; for if that court fhould order the .
money which is under their dire&ion to be laid
out in any particular ftock, that ftock, by having
more purchafers, will be raifed to a higher
price than any other of the like value. Befides
the ftocks in the fcheme we have exhibited,
there are feveral others which are managed
nearly in the fame manner, as the Royal Affu-
vance 3 London, ditto ; Navy Bills; Million Bank,
&Je. which when fet down may be explained
like the reft. :

By what has been faid, the reader will per-
ccive how much the credit and intereft of the
nation depends on the fupport of the publick
funds. — While the annuities, and intereft for
money advanced is there regularly paid, and the
principal infured by both prince and people (a
fecurity not to be had in other nations) foreigners
will lend wus their property, and all Europe be
interefted in our wellfare ; the paper of the com-

panies



of GREAT-BRITAIN, 201

panies will be converted into money aud mer-
chandize, and Great Britain never want cafh to
carry her {chemes into execution.

In other nations, credit is founded on the word
of the prince, if a monarchy; or on that of the
peonle, if a republick ; but here it is eftablith-
ed on the interefts of both prince and people,
which is the ftrangeft fecurity ; for however
lovely and engaging honefty may be in other
refpets, interelt In money-matters will always
obtain greater confidence; becaufe many people
pay great regard to their intereft, who have
but Little veneration for virtue.
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