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Dear S'O N, 

H 
A ving been at fo much Expence and Care 
· to fet you fairly out, to act your part upon 
the frage of the world ; I have confidered, 
what might be further done, to contribute to 

your fuccefsful Performance. And obferving that you 
were gone out from under the Shadow of the Father's 
Wing, when counfel was at hand on every occafton that 
offered, and yet are expofed to the danger of a much 
more !lippery Situation, through the abundance of pow­
erful Temptations ; I thought proper to fend you 'up a 
frock of fuch well-tried advj~e as might ferve for your 
direction on all occafions. 

And though fome Fathers, and among them perfons 
f great Difiinaion, have undertak.en to give advice unto 

the1r Sons, whole works in that kind have been publilh­
cd and extant, and therefore this my little Labour may 
fecm ·needlefs; yet not any (that I know of) hath fioopt 
fo low as to give advice to an Apprentice, but they 
direcled their thoughts to fuch 3. pitch, as lay not in the 
level of the greatefl: part of Mankind; to whoin· advice · 
was notlefs needful. However, you'll find here many things 
-not touched on, by their obfervation, and fucb as when 
tried will be found to dderve your care, and caution. 
But what concerns you moft, is not the Doctrine, but 
the Ufe; for 'tis not ha,rd to give good Counfel, but 
to take it. Young men are apt to think t~einfelves the 
wi(e!t:; but that in general is impoffi~le, becaufe wifdom 
(for the mofi part) is bought by experience; and young 

A 2 men ..., 
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Religion. 

A Prefent for an Apprentice. 
. 

men have not had time enougq to make any_confiderable 

Acqui{ition of it. You have this advaQtage then, to 

have that frock, which hc1th been traded for by elder 

years, and thofe too exercifed not in a few concerns: add 

thefe unto your ovvn, and you may be as wife, as if you 

had ah:eady lived fame more.years in the \VodJ. 

If thi-, my care for you do not turn to aq;ountl I'm 

fore the error will be found your own; and if hereby 

you're not-niade the wifer, your foliies wiil be the more 

without excNfe. But I fua11 profecute thefe my defigns 

contrived for your benefit, with my unce!fant prayers, 

that God \VoulJ be your fure and conffant_ Guide. For 

~s our AB:ions iliould be ali done for his Glory, fo 

fhould our Entci prizes be all undertaken with the e):pec.1-

ance and invocation of the <livine ailifbnce. ·Therefore 

as in the difpofing o.f our affafrs, refpect !hou1d be bad 

that we may be ·ferviceable t6 God in our Generations; 

fo fhould our eyes be up unto him for bis bleffing on us 

.in thofe affairs, whofe inJinite power doth either blafi 

them, or make them flourifh, according to his g~)oJ Piea:­

fure. And it iliould be our mo[l: important care, fo to 

live, notJ?Y our Iniquities to bring a curfe on us an<l o"r 

endeavours. 
The fir.ft thing therefore wliich I am to recommend to 

you, is Reljgion towards God; by which I chicD y u 11-

derftand, All care to fave a man's own Soul: for i't feems 

jrrational an<l abfurd, to defign ' the provide1\t man::igment 

of the affairs of this ptefent life, when a man is utterly 

regardlefs of the much more important concernments of 

a better. And if the Child in the womb had the Idea 

of the life here, in proportion to that which we have of 

the life to come, 'twoulc.1 be efieemed {hange, if it fhould 

be more thoughtful for its eafy lying the nine months 

of gefb.tion, than its comfortable living (it may be) an 

!1Undrcd years after its Birtb. Our vanity and madnefs 

are much more grofs in the negleB: of thofe things which 

are not feen, which are eternal ; when we only care for 

thofe things which are feen, which are temporal. But 

it is not my d_efign here, to give you dircB:ions in this 

lVTatter? that woul<l fwcll this little Trcatife to to o great 

a Bulk; an9 there are almofl: innumerable pious labours 

of Learned men who have largely treated on this fubjecl:. 
But 



A Prefent for an Apprentice. 
But there is one main thing, which is in truth much 
wanted every where, which I have chiefly here to re­

mind you of, to wit, 
That you be ferious in the matter of Religion: for he 

that is ferious, and thoughtful of thofe affairs, acco1 Jing 
to that vafl: concernment that is in them, will not be 
much at a lofs for the proper means of performing h t:3 
Duty; y~t let me fet before you two or three things by 
way of caution. 

Do not bufy your fclf much about the Controverfal 
part of Religion 1 for that tends more to Debate, than to 
Edification ; and makes a m:m rather inquifitivc, than 
prall:ica1. Faith and good works are the things wherein 
a man can never unprofitably, never too abundantly be 
imployed. And the tru.th is, 'tis no hard matter for the 

talk of Religion, to fupplant the praB:ice of it; nor for 
a man to fpeak handfomely of that, which he will never 
do; and like Seneca, to praife poverty, whilfi: he heaps up 
millions. 'Tis infinitely better confcientiou!ly to prall:ice 

the plain truths w~ know, than curiou!l y to clifpute about 
thofe things we ]~now not; rather walking in the good 
old Road of manife fl: Holinef'.i, than in the new affected 
way of difputed Devotion. 

s 

Do not cfpoufe any opinion, or fall:ion of men, to be FaBion. 
Ted by them one frep farther, than the clear convill:ion of 

your own judgment conducts you. For how great indif­
cretion is it to be hurried by the rafunefs of others, into 
thofe precipices, whofe depth and dangers you have m'.3.de 
no E{hmate of? And .how great an injury is it to that 
R. ea1op wbic;:h God li ~tb given to us, to fubjeB: our Un­
dedhnding to the Sen(e of othe rs, and blindly tofu bfcribe 
to the. bold Notions of :rny fall:ious leader of a Seel:. 

I ·rever ingag.c fo far in any opinion, or way, as to fuf­

ter for it, without the clear conviction of your own Con­

fcience , that it is your duty fo to do. Fo.r though there 
!Jc a glory in fuffering, overballanc ing to fome minds tbe 

lofs and iinart which accoqipanies it; · and thou g h there 
be much in a judgment alr~ady perfuaded that we do well 
jn .fu ffd ring,. efpecially when we are incouraged by thofe 

who ab'et the opinion: Though thus (I fay ) when in hot 
blood, and in the glory of the bufinefs, it w~1s no difficult 
putte.1; to appear gallant in fome fierce incounters; yet 

when 



6 A Prefent for an Apprentice. 
when the wounds· have had time to cool, the _fpecbtors 
are gone, and you are left alone and become ferious, be­
believe me, your fpirit will . be intolerably dull, if it be · 
not cleared up with a confcience, bearing witnefs in 
your Brcaft that you have fufFered according to the will · 
of God. 

But further; under this notion of Religion I .recommend · 
to you all aB:s of Devotion and Service towards .God; all 
care to give him the inward adoration of the heart, and 
the outward worlhip which i~ well-pleafing in his fight. 
And this advice is the more neceffary, becaufe among th~ 
people of this great City, the greateft part of thofe who 
are not faB:ioufly devout, are irreligioufly profane. For 
from the one extreme, moil: men are run into the other; 
contenting themfelves barely with the name of Chrifrians. 
In which refpeB: (I think) they are not match'd by any 
generation of people in the world befide, For wfaereas 
every Nation ackn6wledgeth fome God which they wor­
fhip after their manner, with a zealous devotion, even 
to the laying down their very lives; how many are there 
among us, which have not fo much as a !hew of Religion, 
no~ any Duty performed to God in their Families, not 
any invocation of his name, unlefs in curfed Blafphemy 
and Oaths ? And as to giving thanks at meals, it is either 
totally negleB:ed, or done with fuch affeB:ed brevity, as 
if they intended rather a Scoff of the Divine MajeH:y, than 
otherwife ? The attendance upon the Publick Service, is 

- with many . the fame thing as going to the Play-houfe, 
and for the fame purE)ofe, to fee and be feen; and the 
mofl: exalt account which tpey there take of any thing, 
is ' thc new fa{hion. 

But Tn your attend.ance upon Divine Worfhip, fay, as 
'Jacob qf-{3tthel, I-low dreadful is this place! and remem­
ber the 'gr~tnefs of that God, who hath profeffed himfelf 
to be a:..: jealous God, and therefore be obfervant what 
m anner of Addreffes you make to him, '· doing the duty 

,y ou are engaged in with_ all your might; as well knowing 
that that God who requireth you fhould love- him with 
all your heart, expeB:s that you fhould apply your felf 
to his fervice, with the united intention of all your facul­ti~ . . 

A nd though tke Apo!Ue faith, that -we fhould pray 
· without 
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' without ceafing, the heart being always in a frame of 

calling upon God, and in a continual defire and expeB:­
ance of fupplies from him, in whom all our fprings arc ; 
Yet our .folemn applications to him, lhould be with fuch 
fear and reverence, as fuits with his infinite and incom­
prehenfrble greatnefs, And as our hearing of his vVord 
read or preached, ihould be not as of the found of words, 
but with obfervation of the importance of the fenfe: So 
fhould our calling upon him, not be the inconfiderate and 
formal mumbling over a parcel of prayers; but with 

· that faith, affeB:ion, and earneft defire, as may approve 
us to be other than vain Bablers. 

7 

Religion is not only of great ufe as to the advantages 
of the world to come, but alfo to the concernments of 
this prefent life: the Grace of God which bringeth Sal­
vation, teaching us not only to live godly, but alfo righ­
teoufly, and foberly. 

I have made it my care to ~difpofe of you to a I'vfafrer, Appre11~ 
who hath a good report of all men, and I hope of truth tia. 
that he is an honefr good man, and able in his way; 
from him you will receive daily examples of the exercife 
of vertue; and as he will expeB: the duty of a fervant 
from you, in your fervice of him ; ~o I know he will per-
form the duty of a Mafrer to you in your good government 
and infrruB:ion : It therefore behoves you to anfwer the 
end that was defigned in your being fo difpofed of, and f6 
to take care to be a fervant now, as that you may be 
a Mailer hereafter. To that end, it not a little conduces • 
to ha·ve you come off the Stage with the applaufe of ha­
ying acted the part of a fervant well : for he that is happy 
in that CharaB:er goes ~ great way in the fecond part (I 
mean) the fetting up for himfelf. 

He that will thus come off, muft be habituated to the Liar. 
exercife of thofe vertues, which greatly tend to the ob­
taining a good name; and the firfl: of thefe we may fay 
is f/eracity. 

For not to fpeak how great a fin it is by a lie to deny 
the God of truth, and his omnifcience who knoweth all 
things ; It is not to be imagined, how great a difrepute 
is by it contracl:ed. For ~e thereby not only make our 
fe1ves the Scou of thofe that difcover us, but deprive our 
felves of that Credit, which we might expect from thofe 

which 



8 A Prefent for an Apprentice. 
which do not. The liar rendring himfelf perpetually fo. · 
fpeB:ed, is not believed even when he fpeaks tn:th. 

Befides, the liar feldom obtains the end which he pro­
pofed to hi mfelf, by committing this mean oclious Vice: 
For befides that it argues much profanenefs to back one 
fin with another, and make recompence for wliat was iH 
done the fir.fl:- time, with doing ill t he fecond; it felclom 
proves, but that the faifhood is difcovered, ~nd \vhat 
might a~ fir.fl:- be eafily pardoned, upon a fair confeffion, 
jufl:-ly draws on a fevere an:rnad verGon, by the addition 
of this mofi difingenuous fort of guilt. And indeed it is 
rery feldom but that a foft anf\.ver~ ancl con feffion, obtains 

p,ndon for that offender, w11om a lie would have rendered 
liable to a harfh correction. · 

Fiddity . Fidelity is another virtue fo effentially neceffary in this 
defign, that to fuppofe a good fervant without it, were to 
fuppofe a man without reafon. Let it be therefore your 
principal care to keep your hand undefiled from what you 
cannot juHly call your own. Neither let any opportunity, 
or probability of concealment ever tempt you to Jay your 
fingers on that, which your confcience tells you is not' 
you r undoubted Property. Vlhat is fo unrighteoufly de­
tained, mufl: either be with ihame refunded, or (which 
is worfc) with impenitency kept, to the treafuring up 
of wrath againfr the day of wrath. Befi.des obferve, bow 
great an happ inefs it is to be bold-faced in the confcience 
of oul' own integrity in this behalf; when like Mofes and 
Samuel, we ~re able to prefent a challenge to the whole 
world, if they can charge us with having taken any thing 
that is theirs. 

Confedera- It concerns you alfo, to have no cpnfederacy with any 
cyanrlCon- th_at have fuch ~ir?-limed hands; nor any ~onnivancre 
rzivance. with them : for lt 1s not the leaf!: part of fidelity to tho1e 

who entruft us, to be as their eyes, and ears, to prevent 
all injurious encroachments. And 'tis eafy to conjecture 
that one trufl:y fervant, may greatly contribute to his 
mafl:er's prefervation from that ruin which might other­
wife be brought upon him by the unfaithfulnefs of others. 

There is another fort of Fidelity, though not alw1ys o f 
that confequence, yet not lets accept:1ble to thofe who 
!hall imploy you ; you are to be faithful to their reputa­
tions, not only avoiding all reports and fp~eches lvhich 

may 
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may cafi the leafi blemilh upon them ; but at alI time 
inte'rpofing yo~lf felf in their vindication, againft the ob-
loquy of thofe, who may traduce them. 

And indeed, as to ingenious fpirits, nothing is more 
dear, than their repu tations: fo there is not any thi11g 
which endears a ferv2.nt to fuch Mafiers more, than wh n 
they fhall hear either of his refuting fuch crrh.mnies w~erc­
by their good name was endangered, or giving he moil: 
favourable interpret:ition to thofe true allegations to which 
thei: weaknefs, or overfight, might render them ob­
noxious. 

9 

<Jemperance is the next virtue which here comes to be Tempe­
mentioned; a virtue of that expediency, that fcarce any ran,e. 
bufinefs is readily done without it; for he who wants this 
moderator, and does not curb the faulty propenfities of 
the body, by the right dicl:ates of reafon; is unfit for any 
employment. For which caufe Solomon faith, The jlug-
gard jhall be c!Qathed with rags, becaufe he cryes, Yet a 
little more Jleep, a little more Jlumber. And trnl y it is not 
hard to declaim againft the intemperate ufe of fleep, it 
being fo much time abated from our Lives; and as ei.ther 
returning us into that condition we were in our mothers 
womb, or as anticipat~ng that when in our graves; bemg 
as it were to that end ordained, to put us in mind of our 
own infirmity, and that we die daily. We no t only de-
prive our felves of fo much of our lives, as is thus un11e­
ce1farily difpofed of; but we alfo cut off from our fj lve5 fo 
.much opportunity to difpatch our affairs, as is by us this 
way intemperately expended. 

In both which refpecl:s of Health and Wealth, I may alfo 
diffuade you from intemperance;in meats and drink ., being 
what mofr certainly decays the body ,and con ft mes the purfe. 

Excefs in thefe, is a pleafureable evil, whereby we cut Excep. 
our own throats with delight, and pllt ou t natunl h::at, 
with throwing on too much fuel. .It is alfo a coftly va-
nity, the dainty tooths of fome, corroding fo far into 
their eftates, as to reach the very vitals; and one mouth 
being more than en.ough for fix pair of hands. For what 
would fupply a temperate appetite with what is w 1ole-
fome, at the price of a few pence, will not fati sf y the 
1.uxurious Palette with what it fuall th ink delicate, .. t as 
many pounds: This caution deferves ,your greater_ 

B care, 
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care, being in a City, which abounds with fulnefs or 
bread ; whither all the dainties of the Kingdom have their 
confluence ; and. excefs in eating is ufhered in with the 
greatefi folemnity and abundance (I believe) of any place -
in the world befides. The delights of Ajia, {q much 
talked of, as the enervating poifon to heroick Spirits; 
being but as Kick-jhaws to !hofe exceffes which the pre­
fent luxury hath invented ; wherein the defign, feems to 
be, by whets and provocatives to the appetite, to deal by 
fl:omachs, as Cock-Mafiers by their fainting duellifts, 
who hold them up, .that cannot itand of themfelves, to a 
frdh encounter. 

1 

And though this excefs of eating may be hurtful to 
the body, and confumptive to the purfe ; yet it is not in 
many refpeB:s fo pernicious, as that of drink; which by 
a. fad fatality proves a deluge to Reafon, and commonly 
renders us the fcorn of children,, and detefiation of fober . 
men. Though I do not w~nt reafons of the highefi: nature, 
yet fincerely I want words to importune you to a jufr ab­
horrency of fo great a mifchief, whereby we unman our 
felves of the re:ifon God hath gi~en us, like fwine wallow­
ing in our own vomits; and reA.dring our [elves both the 
:tit i'nfl:ruments of every iniquity, and incapable -of a'ny 
good counfel vvhich might prevent us. As therefore your 
inclination is now averfe to this vi<;e, fo let me adjure 
you, by all that is dear and facred, that you continue at 
the greatefl: diftance from it . 

..,Apparel. Here alfo let me put in a -caution again CT: intemperance 
and fantafticknefs in Apparel ; wherein this Nation is fo 
immoderate, that they are moft witty how to be moft 

Fops.antick. Fops in drefs are the ridicule and fcorn of all fo­
ber intelligent p'erfons. Their very Taylors and Peruke-

,: makers laugh at them behind their bacb, they are envi­
ed by none but fuch as themfelves. Expen!ivenefs in Ap­
parel, therefore is certainly as great a foolery as men can 
eafi.I y be guilty of; when at huge rates, they purchafe thofe 
things, for which they are no more valued, than a fore­
horfe for his .father. If Apparel be beyond the Efi:ate, 
the wearer is jufrly efieemed a prodigal fool ; if but equal 
to it, the regard due to his rank will be pai<l to him witb­
ouc it. For you may obferve, the value which we fet 
il~on Pufons (bcfrdes that due to the ei;idowments of their 

mind) 
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,mind) is according to their Rentals; and he that hath 

an ample re·venue, £hall be refpecl:ed, however plainly 

clreffed : when a fine fellow ;without a competent fortune, 

among thofe that know him, £hall have no more eiteem, 

than a poor rafcal on the Stage in the array of a Prince: 

and he that came into the prefence of King Henry the 

Ei'ghth with an hundered tenements on his back, fold to 

make him fine, would have had twice as many hats off the 

next Term, if he had had the rent of them in his purfe. 

It is therefore wifdom to wear fuch apparel as may fhew 
you are not ford id, and neglect your felf; not fuch as may 

make your purfe light through the cofi-, nor your judg­

ment cenfured for the vanity even in the cafe of the Man 

of rank and dii1inction : the Advice is right which the 

Poet puts into the Father's mouth, that the Son's Habit 

be Rich, not gawdy, nor exprefs' din fa:flCJ, 

What comes next to _be laid before you, is the art of Si!cnce. 

Silence; a good Qyality of great ufe in the Conduct of 

life, and affairs. And therefore as in general, that talk­

ative humour thould be avoided, which expofeth a man 

to the cenfure of others, it being very difficult to talk 

much and well : in like manner it is pretty difficult fo to 

guide that voluble member, the-Tongue, as that fome­

thing fuall not efcape, which may be turned to your pre­

judice, efpecially if perfons be talked of whom you cannot 

commend without envy, nor difpraife without danger. 

Every one being fmartly fenfible of the ftroak of the 

tongue, and none being fo ready to amencl for being cen­

fured, as to be revenged of the cenfurer. 

But 'tis efpecially dangerou:, to fpeak any thing in the 

difparagement _of Womens Beauty, or Honour; for they 

are naturally foll of R~fentment; and by how much the 

more feeble, the more prone to revenge thofe things, 

which an elated magnanimity would overlook. Through 

the confcioufnefs of their imbecility, they lay their de­

figns clofe, and profecute their little ~arrels with more' 

extreme revenges, than you can eafily imagine: being 

refolved to do that at the firfr caft, which they are ever 

in fear will not be effetl:ed by an after-game ; and are 

fully taught that policy, to level their blow at the head, 

and not at the heel. Doing their bufinefs too, after the !ta ... 

lian mode; fo that though their difgufl: is funk deep into 
B 2 their 
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Secrecy. 

their minds, yet it {hall not break out till they are fure 
of their Mark. Therefore you may obferve in all fi:ory, 
no Revenge fo clofe and malicious in the Execution as 
that of vV omen : Witnefs Sir Thomas Overbury's Cafe, wh_om no endearments could ranfome from being a Vi­ctim of Feminine rage. Neither is it a farthing matter, 
whether what you have faid, be true or n0; unlefs by 
how much the truer, by fo much the more provoking: it 
being with them, as the Hi.florian faid of Nero, he could 
not bear ·t_o. hear told of him, what he. delighted to act, 
tbeir principal art being that of concealment ; and there­fore they hate · none fo much as thofe who pry into their 
actions. 

But this is not to be underftood generally ; for there 
are very many of that Sex, whofe fentiments are fuitable 
to the delicacy of their conftitutions, being as innocent 
and harmle(s, as the Dove; their purer fouls know no­
thing of fin, more than what cannot be avoided by the 
Infirmity of hu1nan nature; are without any thing of gall; 
and are far from thoughts of revenge, becaufe they can 
think none fo ill, as to deferve an ill thought of them. 
To fpeak any thing which might, though but obliquely, 
reflect upon fuch as thefe, is an impiety not to be expati­
ated by the moil: fubmiffive acknowledgments. But there , are others who are Confcious of the greateft Crimes, 
which 'tis their art to cover over with different appear­
ance; to which end they rack their curious wits in in­
venting expedients to hide that, which they fear not to 
commit; but hate fhould· be known, and therefore pro­
fecute with cruel malice whoever pretends to make a 
Difcovery. 

But you are to be very careful, not to difcover the 
concerns of that family wherein you live, for every man's 
houfe is his Cafile, :ind ihould be as his Cabinet ; whence 
nothing fuould be divu]g'd but by his pcrmiffion. We 
have examples, even of fome flaves, who have endured 
the extreamefi: tortures, rather than difcover their Mafter's 
fecrets. Neither is it fit to babble of tho(e tbings which 
you may poffibly conceive are o f inconfiderable moment; 
for he that will indifcreetly tell any th ing, is ever fufpect­
ed that he will tell every thing. And they that have 
fome t ruth from your mouth to begin upon, will thereon 

build 
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build fuch a fuperfhucture, as is proportionable to their 

own imaginatiom.: which they will ende:ivour to cfrab­

li!h upon the credit of that truth whrch you at firfr re­

ported. 
But efpecially let what is committed to you as a fecret, 

be lockt up by you as in a Cabinet, not to be opened, but 

by the key of him that gave it. For that Levity is into­

lerable which leaks ou-t into the next company what was 

committed by his friend, or is eafily drawn in to difcover 

what was fo enrrufl:ed ; for every man in his heart defpi­

fes that perfon who can not govern his tongue in fuch mat­

t ers ; and confiders him as a five that will hold no water. 

And here you may alfo take notic~, how expedient 

it is, not to be talkative of fuch defigns as are in your 

tho ughts, of barg::i.ins to buy, or bufinef to do; for there­

by you give great occafion for others to prevent you, if 

they judge it worth the while: and they who come under 

the reach_of your projects, are thereby alarmed to circum­

vent you, and defeat your Intentions; and 'tis no fmall 

advantage in every affair, to take thofe we are to deal 

with unprovided. The prudent conduB: is not to talk of 

what you have defigned until 'tis effeB:ed, and perhaps 

not then neither, left it may ferve as a precaution againfr 

you in your future dealings: and 'tis your clofe lads who 

commonly effeB: thofe bufineffes, which your great talk_, 

ers can never compafs. 
For though there be a natural pronenefs to boa fr of our 

own abilities ; yet he is very unwife that talks of them, 

or of his own .arts. For 'tis one of the greatefr parts of 

cunning, to endeavour not to be thought fo: and he that 

proclaims his own skill, beats the Drum to the alarming , 

thofe he hath to do with ; and fummons every man to 

come well provided to deal with him, that declares he goes 

alw1ys furniilied with a Sword and Buckler. And where 

cautious men entertain an opinion that you are an over­

match fu_r them, in bargain-driving, or that you have bet-

ter lntell1gence, or an earlier Correfpondcnce than them-

fel ves, or any other advantage, thei.r Prudence will forbid 

them co deal ~ith you at all ; efpecially for any Commodi-

•;ties at are liable to any great Variations in their Price. 

or is it fit to talk of our expeB:ances, nor of our hope 

fuch fucceffes, which depend upon the good will of 

,., _ others, 
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others, which are doubtful and uncertain in the lvent; 
and if we fall from fuch hopes fo difcovered, we fal) as 
much in our reputations, as if our cafualty had been real; 
and expofe our {elves as much to the derifion of others. 
And fuch imaginary difappointments are frequently retor­
ted on us, as the true returns of our own unworthinefs : 

-and 'tis but a ·juit confidence that others take in this kind 
to deny us, when they fee us fo rich in hopes, but not fo in performance. However, he that antidates his own 
enjoyments, and takes poffeffion of them beforehand in 
bis difcou rfes; according to the Proverb, Sells the Bear' -s 
Skin ere the Bear be caught. 

Be warily filent in all fuch things as are in difference 
between others: for he that blows the Coals~in other mens ... quarrels !ball be fore to have the fparks fly in his mouth. It being hard to make even fuch at(amicable interpofition 
as £hall not admit of a finifi-er interpretation. All men al­
moft being led by their paffions and prejudices, and their ~ 
own interefr; and fcarce a man that will weigh his own 
caufe in the ballance of J ufi-ice. And therefore you will 
be neceilitated in fuch cafes either to deny your own rea­
fon, and be towed about at the pleafure of others, or ex­
po[e your felf to the difgufrs of thofe, who judge of your 
fentiments, not by the truth and reafon of them, but by 
their own paffions. 

But it is vilely odious to be an inftrument by inflaming" 
:fiories to add fuel to the animofities of diffenting parties, 
and be a tale-bearer to keep up that fewd, which might 
·otherwife expire through want of nourifhment. For be­
ir<le that fuch practices ufually prove pernicious, and they 
that de;il in them, as it were, hold a fox by the ears, .and 
feldom part withou_t a fnap, or a fcratch, if not worfe: 
It is the Devil's work to blow the coal of diffention; and 
on the contrary, Blejfed are the Peace-makers. 

'Ti~ therefore every one's duty to bury al.I corrodino­
language in oblivion: and it will be yourwifdom to hav~ 
your tongue al ways dipt in Oyl but never in Vinegar: 
I mean, not to convey any fuch relations as ihail have a 
bitternefs in them ; nor give any anf wers in yok own 
caufe, which £hall not be lenitive. For how much a fofo 
anf wer pacificth wrath? I believe you need not look back 
opon' ar,tient examples, how thereby Gideon quieted ,he 

Ephra ..... 
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Ephraimites, or Abigail David, when Nabal's churli{h 
anfwer had highly incenfed him; your own occafions will 
give you experience enough of this nature : neither will 
there need much to perfuade you, if on fuch occafions 
you confult your reafon, and not your paffion. For 
it is a foolifh Pride and obfi:inacy that cannot Hoop to a 
fubmiffion ; and 'tis fore I y no lefs than madnefs to think 
that what was ill done by cafual over-fight, will be made 
amends for by a fiubborn reply. 

And here 'twill not be impertinent to advife you to be 
of a meek and calm convcrfation, by no means apt to take 
pet at matters of little moment, for fuch captious perfons 
are like the weather-cock, which every wind difiurbs, 
and turns about to a different point of the Compafs; by 
which, they contract much difquietnefs to themfelve3, 
and become very unacceptable to others. But even where 
there is juft caufe given, 'tis much better to let the wafps 
alon~, than by contending with them to bring a f warm 
about your ears: Yet it is frill more inconvenient to be 
a man of ftrife, and to fiud y o.ccafions to quarrel with 
others. 

And it often happens th:it fuCf tempers, by their fre­
quent collifion, do firike fire out of thofe Hints, where 
otherwife norie would ha:ve appeared; and raife up enemies 
out of that dufi, which if not fiir'd, would never have 
flown in their eyes. It is abundantly better to fiudy the 
good will of all, rather than to make an eneiny of any; 
and to be of that obliging fpirit, as to gain the affection 
of every one ( except of tbofe, as an Hifl-orjan fays of a 
very wicked Statefman) whore· friendfhip is not to be had 
but by a Participation in their wickednefs. For there is 
not a Creature fo contemptible, which may not be fo01e-

- thing beneficial, and whofe friendfhip may not be rather 
valuable than its enmity. And therefore kindne.ffes done, 
meet with requitals many times beyo11d what could b~vex­
pecl:ed; and 'tis a itory well known, That he who prov' d 
a Chirurgeon to the lame Lyon, had his life afterwards Ja-
ved by the fame Lyon. • 

Make a trial and you will find how far a confrant af- .Ajfabilit)'· 
fability prevails for the gaining of men: for daily experi-
ence thews, that we make thofe creatures our play-fellows, 
which are mild and gentle; but keep at a d~ftance thofe, 

which 
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which are fierce and cruel: and the Curly grim Ma{tiff 
lyes without doors, when we make a Lap-dog of him 
that is affable. . 

Frugality. What I have re.xt to advife you to, is, the practice of 
Frugality, 'a virtue expedient for all, but chiefly for you, 
who like the Silk-worm, mufr fpin your riches out of 
your own bofom, having fuch [mall expecrations of helps 
from abroad. That which I have to leave you, being but 
little at the moil:; and if I had much, and you being the 
eldefl:, might challenge the greatefl: !hare ; yet there are 
nine befides, and a poffibility of more, which muil: all be 
furnilhed out into the world as well as you: and 'twill 
be well, if God give me life and ability to do that. So 
that the cafe :fl:ands with you, as in Military affairs, where 
there are no hopes of your ever rallying, if you be once 
routed . I have furnifl1ed you into the way that you are 
in, not only according to my power, but in truth beyond 

• it; therefore if you fuipwreck now, you are undone for , 
ever. Be careful then to play your fore-game well for 
you will have no after-game; and when you then come 
to fee your Errors you will be wife too late. There will 

,,. be no hopes of a fecond fetting forth, if your firH: mifcar­
rv. And in truth, no man takes that courfe, but goes 
u"pon gt eat difadvantages. For as they who intend to fow 
Corn on woody-grounds, not only exercife that Husban­
dry which is common to every Crop, but alfo rid out 
of the way with much labour thofe bullies and rubbifh 
which cumber the Land: So you will find your felf not 
only to H:ruggle with thofe difficulties which ufually oc .. 
cur in every defign, but alfo with thofe prejudices which 
every one will take up, upog your fidl: mifcarriage ; and 
you'll find it much harder to recover a credit once im­
paired, d1an to keep that in a flouri!hing greennefs which 
was never blafl:ed. 

Be fure tnerefore to go out into the world like a {heet 
of clean p2per, where no blots are to be difcern'd; let 
your reputation be like the Virgin parity, not fiain'? with 
any thing which may render you fufpell:ed to the time to 
come. For that is the be!l: frugality which is fparing of 
our credit, which can never be guarded with too great 
jealoufy, nor forfe!t~tl ?ut .with the gr_ea~cfi lofa. Nor 
ve t think that credit which i.~ gotten with the ex pence of 
• money, 
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money, unlefs God !hall fo blefs you, as that it iliould be 
a !hame to you not to be expenfive: For he that expects 
repute, having a good efiate, by being fparing, is like the 
man who would bring his horfe to live upon nothing; fa 
he that would get credit by fpending high, whilfr his E­
fiate is low, doth but blow a Bladder, which will budt 
with a fl:ink. And be fure of thi s, that the firi1 fiep to re­
putation (next to doing virtuoufiy) is to have fomething: 
an_d therefore lay out no money, but what neceffity ex­
torts, or as will be fure to return with a good Cargo: 
For obferve the old Rule, that .A penny fav' dis two pence 
got; and the way to much is by a little, for the greatefi: 
furn which can be imagined, was begun in a penny ; and 
'tis worth your minding, how much he h::i.d for his 
horfe, who fold him but for an half-penny a nail 
doubled . . 

And therefore be skill'd in that part of Arithmetick, 
which is Addition, and not Subftracl:ion: for when there 
is an inclination to take out, and you think 'tis but a 
fmall matter; confider how many dry blows the poor 
Country-man gives, to earn no more in an whole day, 
to fufl:ain his Family with bread, than you fquander a­
way on your Luxury or Vanity. 

And take notice, that as the mofl: ample Structure had 
but one corner. £tone at the beginning : So be certain, 
that an efl:ate is more eafily pro.pagated from fomething, 
though never fo fmall, than for nothing ; and he that 
hath one £hilling may much fooner get five, than he a 
penny, who hath not one farthing. Therefore that 
Grafier who left behind him fome thoufands of ..... yearly 
Re·:1enue, took care to fave when he was a poor Drover 
fo much, as bought a Calf to begin with. I can eafily 

/f ee that a man worth a thou/and Pounds, might g1-ow 
worth an hundred th(Ju/and; but the greatefl management 
lies in getting the jirjl thou/and. He that is not frugal in 
what is fmall, doe~ not deferve to be trufred with much. 

But this you are facredly to obferve, if you !hall be in-Ma.fter'J 
trufied with the keeping of your Mafier's Calli: Look onCajh. 
i-t, as you wo.uld do on a plague-fore, if a thought come 
in your mind of imploying one penny of it for you own 
ufe. · For know, all that is there mufc be accounted for ; 

C and 
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and 'twill be infinite odds between the .eafinefs of taking 
out, and of returning it back again. 

lndttjlry. A very fit Partner for Frugality, is Indufiry; That 
what is by [paring faved, may be with diligence· impro­
ved; and what is fo improved, be again fpared. For 
frugality alone is but fingle getting; but joyned with in­
dufiry, is double: like thofe beams of the Sun, which 
by ReBecl:ion from the earth, make that heat not to be 
indured, which would be hardly warmth otherwife. And 
where much ~nnot be done at once, diligence effe& it 
by degrees, producing by a frequent repetition as great 
an beat, as more v:i.fi abilities but lefs active. And it 
hath been obferved, that it is not lefs gainful to Navigate 
in a fmall Veffel, which makes quick and frequent re­
turns, than in that which returns but felclom, though 
deeply laden. Therefore the wifefl: of men directs the 
fluggard to · go to the Bee and Ant, ar.d learn their ways 
and be wife ; thefe infirm creatures plainly fhew how 
much the Ailiduity of an indufirious labour can effect. 
'Trs an ill humour, when becaufe our means fuit not 
with our ends, we will not purfuc thofe ends, which fuit 
with our means·; and becauie we cannot do what we 
will, we will not do V,.'h;it V.'e can; depriving our (elves 
~f what is within our power, beca11fe we cannot do the 
things that are above our power : \.-Vhen indeed the way 
to do much more than we can at prefent, is by doing 
the many littles, th:it we are able. 

And indufiry truly effects th ings beyond our own ex­
p~B:ations, when we ar~ not difcouraged by difficulties,. 
but inci ted ; and do not throw up the bufinefs as def­
perate, becaufe not immediately pra~icable. And let 
me' tell you, of all tempers there's none more to be a­
voided, than that the edge of whofe activity is foon aba­
ted: for they vilely de.fpoud at thofe things as impoffible, 
which a more tough diligence doth eafily furmount. For 
which caufe, when the Hifiorian had reckon'd up the 

· many difficulties and dangers which Cof mus thae firft 
Duke of Etruria had to conflict with, in his infant go-­
vernment; he concludes with this {hong remark of Ap­
plaufc. The D uke by his Patience and lndujlry got the 
better of all thife Difficulties, which had been otherwife 
invin.:ible. Ar-1d, in truth, 'tis not the part of a man; 

to 
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·to lie down under the weight of Difficulty and give up the 
game, becaufe the Cards prove crofs ; bt..t by a generous 
conteft, be hotteft in our prufecutions when the coldeH: 
air blows on our defigns; and like true Spur-nags, :fi:rain 
11ardeft againfi: the Hill; or like Tbunder, tear it mofr, 
where we meet with the :fi:l.lrdieft Oak. Even the tallefl: 
Cedar will fall at your foot, to whofe root you apply 
incdfant frrokes. On which confidention I was much 
taken with his device, who plac'd for his Sign a pair of 
CompafTes, with this Motto, By Conjlancy and Labour; 
the one foot being fixt, the other in motion. 

Befides, let me tell you, that nothing £hall conciliate 
to you more friends, -while you are a fervaAt, than in in­
duftrious officioufnefs, whili1: you are ready to do what 
the looks and nods of others intimate that they have a 
mind to: For as we love mettle in Brute creatures, and 
take delight when Dogs or Horfes £hew their ready mo­
tion at our whiftle or chirrup; fo there's nothing we 
take more pleafure in, than a diligent and willing fer­
vant : for he merits no thanks that doth · what he is 
bidden, which otherwife would be exacl:ed; but we fet 
an eftimate on him, as exceeding our expecl:ations, who 
by his readinefs, anticipates our commands. 

Neither be difcontented at doing thofe fervices which 
are mean, if they be honefl:: For there is nothing vile, 
but what is wicked ; nor is there any caufe to be afbamed 
of that, which is not finful. And to this purpofe, we 
find Fabritius, that i11uftrious Roman, tending his own 
Gridiron, when the Samnite Ambaffadors came to pe­
tition him for peace. The truth- is, 'tis the meer effect 
of our pride :rnd vanity, that we ftamp thofe things as 
difgraceful which are good : for what is good, and what is 
honejf are terms convertible; and the Philofopher defines 
that to be honejf, which is worthy of Honour. Hence 
it is that very little people among us fcorn to put their 
hands to that, which formerly emµloyed the Daughters 
of K1ngs. A lady is mentioned in the holy Scripture as 
Skill'd in Cookery, whofe father was the Vicl:orious 
Monarch King David, and whofe Brother was Solomon 
in all his glory ; but this is the abjecl:nefs of the age we 
l.ive in, that Idlenefs is an ornameht, and the greateft 
Gentility is to do nothing ; whereas in truth 'tis aclion, · 
· C 2 only 
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only that is noble; and not only the Celefiial bodies are 
in continual motion, but he that is mofi high is pure, 
perpetual, ~nd infinite. 

l 

Choice ,f The next principal confideration wherein your care is 
Cr,111pan)'. requifite, is the choice of your Company, wherein eve­

ry perfon receives 3.S great an allay, both in his reputa­
tion and dipofition, as water which pafs through Mine­
rals do, in their ta!tes and operations: -For we fee it 
common, for the world to judge what men are by the 
choice of their Company. And that it lhou]d be fo, 
depends upon the moft natural reafon : for we fee that 
all things avoid that which is heterogeneous; and not 
only Anima1s, but even melted Metals ejell: out of their 
fubfiances tbe lefs folid parts: and the liquid bodies of ,v ater and Oyl, are as precife in their feperations: fo 
th:it as . they all agree in general principles, they are each 
as ready to feperate· i11' their private natures; whereby 
they not only preferve their fpecifical differences, but 
prevent a confufion, and final reduction to their Otiginal 
Chaos. Hence we fee that promifcuous mix tures \· are 
Monfiers in ·Nature; and as what God hath joynec.li, he 
will have none to put afunder; ~hat he hath thu's put 
.afunder, he forbids to be joined together. · An~o \ this 
caufe we read thofe Analogical injunctions, l?O low 
with an Ox and an Afs, nor wear Garments o infey 
and Woolfey mixt together. I have faid all this, only 
to let you fee, ·how im~ffible 'twill be for you to be 
thought a p~rfon of integrity, whilfi you converfe with 
thofe that are vitious: And this the rather, becaufe we 
fee that all perfons affect fuch as are like tbemfe ves, or 
thofe that they may make fuch; and if you be neither, 
you either condemn them as being different, or are con­
demned by them, becaufe of your difforence; and you 
will find the fame cenfure pail upon you, by all tliat 
judge of you. 

Evil Com- You will alfo find that the danger f evil co!P'Pany, 
pa77y. i~ not lefs than the difcrecl it. I criminal matter~ man y 

times falls out, that ou laws 1volve ip the ~~not 
only the principal Acl:or·, hut lfo all the company; as 
in matters of riot and m nftf r \ And in cafes of treafoa 
even filence is capita1 ; i fu~h company you'll be 
ingage<l, either to betray ur fri d's life, or expofe 

\ )OUf -- ( 
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your own. Thus he who attempted the murther of the 

Prince of Orange, not only brought defirut'l:ion upon 

himfelf, but on his confident alfo, who though he dread­

ed to commit the fatt, yet kept his counfel that attempted 

it: and the difcovery of the laft was made merely by 
obfervation, that he was feen to keep company with the 
former. 

But this is not the greateft, becaufe not the mofi fre­
quent danger that evil company brings with it; a deeper 

mifchief is, that it depraves the mind, ~nd leaves that 

filth upon the intelleB:uals and affections, which is not: 

to be wafued oft wi thout great difficulty by better coun­

fels. And the fatali ty of this mifc"hief is fecn by the 

contagion of it upon the pureH: minds : And the natural 

pronenefs that is in us to evil, makes us eafily fufccptible 

. of this unhappy tincture, and f preads the venom of it at 

fuch a rate, that there are few that find an antidote 

{hong enough to prevent it. And the difmal overthrows 

of many, who corning abroad into the world well dif­

pofed, have been ruined by bad company, rings fo !hrill 

a _peal to all that are obferving, as that we may well 

condemn him as brutirn, who is not affected with it. 

For if you enquire of thofe who are undone in their for­

tunes, and ask the reafon why they are fo, fcarce one 

of th~m._bu~ !hall tell you, that · he owes his miferies to 

ill Com!- ny; ' this · at leafl-, if he fpeaks fincerely, as 

~men / co monl.Y. do at their lafl: Hour, . therefore this 

1s th' co a"nt confeffion at the Gallows. · 

21 

Ther~ being therefore an innate propenfity in man. 
to focieJy; Solitiide being an effect rather of melancholy, 

than o~ choice and election: The communion of Saints 

being alfo ,e. part of our belief, which confifieth not 

only in that of the fpirit, but alfo in perfonal converfe. 

'Tis not t~e_refore the Jeafi part of oµr wifdom, to • 

chufe fuch ompany, as may be of ufe to us, and not an 

hindrance i our concerns. · 

It is the~~ ore good to chufe fuch for your intimate Good Com­

com pan ions, a~ (~f othc~~ifewell qualifi~d) excel in tbeirpany. 
Way: for as 1t 13 a fel1c1ti be{}owed,,1o·n fome to excel 

in every Art, bcience, _ and ingenious Myfiery; fo there 

is an innate difpofition in fuGh, for the fake of approba- , 
tion and applaufe, to reveal in converfation, where they 

are ... , __ .. . 
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are intimate, whatever is moft excellent within their compafs of knowledge ; fo that you may gain with eafe 
thofe fecrets, which they acquired with toil and ftudy. 
\Ve read therefore, that upon this account the rarer 
Arti{h of artcient time in Philofophy, Zography and 
Sculpture, thought it worth their while to undertake 
long and dangerous voyages into foreign parts, only to 
converfe with thofe whom fame reported to excel. And 
without doubt thefe walking Librarie5 are of the greateft 
ufe; and knowledge never comes in more richly freight­t:d, than when it fets fail from fuch continents. 'Tis 
therefore obferved, that Francis the firil: King of France, 
though he came to the Crown young and unlearned!~yet by his delight in the difcoudes of Learned men, ( whom 
he would always have about him) attained fo great abi­
lity, as exceeded the moft learned Princes of his time. 
And I my felf knew a perfon taken raw from his ftu­
dies (being chofen into the Houfe of Commons before 
he was twenty- one) and who from that time very 
much laid afide reading, yet by a{fociating himfelf with 
the moft knoyving m~n, contracted fo great a fu.ffici­
ency, that I have heard him difcourfe of Philofophical 
and Theological controvedies, mu,ch to my admiration ; 
and I alfo obferved, that he greatly preferved himfelf 
from that contempt which his youth might fubject him to, by his keeping company' with fuch perfons as were efteemed wife: for the world could not but conclude, that he either was wife or foon would be fo, And 
you will find this notable advantage in converfing with 
knowing men, that yqu will have at hand thofe who are able to advi[e you, and willing too, if you be but 
fo to take it. For there is a natural indulgence th&t 
every knowing perfon hath towards thofe that are ig. 
norant, which makes them willing and ready to afford 
them the relief of good counfel, when they need it. 
And if counfel be the ftrength of Kingdoms, it can be of no le[s ufe in our private concerns, if God give us 
an heart to ask and tak,e it: for when young men are ad­
vifed by thofo like themfelves, giddy-headed, and precipi­
tate (which commonly they like beft, becaufe it fuits their 
humours) they are intangled like young Rehoboam in 
thofe incumbrances, whence they cannot extricate them-

feh es 
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{-elves by too late a repentance: therefore take fuch for 
your compan~ons, who have already fow'd their wild 
oats, and are by long hunting grown too ftanch to fet 
an haunt; by which means you'll reap the benefit of 

· their dear-bought experience, and prevent your own. 
But chiefly take care to chufe for your company, 

perfons who have a regard for their reputations, men 
not of degenerous tempers : For fame there are, whom 
nature hath moulded up of the courfeft clay; whofe 
b:rains not only reprefent meer rubbilh, but their very 
difpofitions are fo fordid as to condefcend to the moft ig­
noble 3.nd abject things ; whence they'll never fcruple to 
abufe, or betray you; whereas thofe who are of an elate 
and generous fpirit, have a natural reluB:ancy to thofe 
things which they judge unworthy ; and are hardly in .. 
duc'd by .tht extremefl:" neceffity, to comply with that, 
which degenetate tempers acl without difficulty or temp­
tation. 

And upon this account alfo, never fort your felf 
with perfons below you; for as their reputations will not 
bear an equal bal]ance with yours, fo muft yours be as 
much depreft, as may make it even with ~heirs; and 
fo mufi your purfe make' up the deficiency of theirs upon 
all occafions where you go into any expences with them: 
and they will Hot be ailiamed to flip their heads out of ' 
the collar, and leave you - to pay all, as if they had 
done you a kind of courtefy, in acknowledging your fu­
periority. And 'tis pretty to obferve how fuch will 
tickle your petty ambition with fuch Compliments as 
they think will pleaf e you, to open your heart, _and ac­
cordi_ng to a known metaphor ufed by gamefrers, to 
make you bleed freely. 

23 

... 

But above all, avoid company given to drink; for Dr..,n~­
with whom are wounds without fau/e, but with them that ards. 
are mighty to drink Jlrong drink? The drunken man be-
ing a Beajl in huma'll jhape, as unfit for converfe as She-
Bears ;md Lyons, who confcious of their own fiercenefs, 
walk alone; while the more mild Creatures a{fociate 
themfelves in flocks and Herds. Clitus flain by .Alex-
ander, and an hund red more examples, tell what a De-
vil is drink ; -which •if it reign any where i 1 the poffeffed 
moft, it is in our own Country; where they are com-

p,..uted 

I • 
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puted to drink more Wine in a year, than any · other 
Nation doth in three. And though the German did 
bear away the Bell for drinking; · yet it was rather long, 
than much, being content to pelt his enemy at a di­
:fianc:e: WhereasJwe are after the modern way of fighting, 
altogether for down-blows, being impatient till the op­
poftte have a total rout. The drinking of Healths too, 
being a deftgn like that of the fervants pf David and 
Saul at the Pool of Gibeon, where they took ea.ch other 
by the Beards, and every one fmote his fellow under 
the fifth rib, that they fell down together. If there­
fore you love your body, your foul, your credit, or 
y~tlr pt.lrfe, let fueh perfons be imprifon'd (for the moft 
p4tt they are) in the Tavern o·r Ale-houfe, and do not 
you come ne1r t hem. 

Wicked Neither let fuch be your , affc.ciates as have been wick­
Company. ed, or have a brand of guilt upon them; for judgment, 

though it be flow, yet 'tis fore . . And though God have 
Tong pat~nce; yet he hath long tands too, and reacheth 
the guilty at a great difrance, between the fin and the 
pu11iihment; which doth not feldom involve their friends 
in it, after the Perjian mode. Neither do we read any 
other immediate caufe of the death of Ahaziah, than that 
he --..vas in the company of King ]oram, when God was 
executing judgment upon the houfe of Ahab. To that 
purpofe; Hiftory tells us of St. ]ahn the Apofrle, that 

- he run out of the Bath into which the Heretick Ce­
rinthus came, lefi, as Corah and his company, he ihould 
he involv'd with him in the fame judgment. Thus we read 
that advice, Come out of her my people, and be ye not par­
takers of her fins, left ye be partakers alfo of her plagues. 

But let fuch be your company, as for whofe fakes 
God may blefs you alfo; foch as ]ofeph, of whom 'tis ' 
faid, Gen. 39. 5. That after the time that ]ofeph was 
made overfeer of Potiphar' s houfe, God bl~ffed the /Egyptians 
for 7ofeph' s fake: and the ble.lJi.ng of the Lord was upon 
all that he · had, in the houfe, and in the field. And 
truly, when we read that God would have fpared five 
Cities, for the fake but of ten perfons, Gen.. I 8. and 
that he did fpare one of them for the conveniency of 
Lot, Gen. I 9. 21. we cannot fufficiently make an eH:i­
mate how far the intereft of a good man weighs with 

the 
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the Almighty; ana what an advantage it is to hava a 

1hare in their prayers, who have fo much favour jn the 

Court of Heaven. Confider alfo what a benefit it is to 

be conducled in the ways that are good, by the bright 

example of virt-uous company ; to have fuch about us as 

fh_all be ready to fay, Come let us go up to the houfe of tbe 

.. Lor:d; and prefent us with motions of well-doing, in­

fread of thofe, who !hall play the Devil's part, and tempt 

us to evil. , 
~ow in your friendfhips, be advifed in a few things. Frie]}(lfoip. 

I. Let not friendiliip induce you at any time, to do 

you evil. - The greateft friendfuip is to be ufeful for hea-

ven. And if the neareH: relatiuns which nature has obli-

ged us by, {}10uld break in upon that interefi-, we are under 

a fuperiour, an infinitely fuperiour obligation, to oppofe 

the O\'erture, and refufe our complyance : For he that 

lo'?Jcth fa ther or mother more than me, £s not worthy of 
me; 

2. Let Rot your affeB:ion over- ballance your prudence, .A.ffellion. 

and draw you into things which may prejudice your cre-

dit or end:rnger your efiate: For he is none of your friend 

that wouJd injure your reputation, neither are you your 

own friend if you would damage your own affairs to gra-

• tify another. Friendfhip indeed is a facred thing, and 

deferves _our dearefi acknowledgment; r.or is there any 

thing, wherein a man !he\vs himfelf more a man: But 

alas, where is it to be found! if your fpirit !hou1d be fo 

generous as t0 engare you beyond your own interefi-, in 

the fervice of a friend, where will you find a counterpart? 

Antient fl:ories tell, indeed, of friends who mutually con­

tended which iliould dye for the other; and Talkative 

Greue hath not been fp::iring to tell 'their praifo,: But 

the prefent age is fo f~r from this kind of frienfnip, that 

it is hardly found refponfible in common gratitude; but 

moil: men {hake off their friends, when they have no 

need of their friends, or their. friends have need of them. 

Befides, if you go to Ludgate or the Counters, you :fhall 

not finq fo many perfons blaming the prodigalities of 

themfelves, as cuding the ingratitude of their triends ; 

w·ho left them in the lurch, when they had drawn them 

in to enter_ into fecurities and engagements. And indeed Sect1ritie1 

'tis a wretched confolation to a man whom furetyfnip ant/ En-

D bathgagement.r . 

.... 
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hath thrown into a loathfom~ prifon, to confider, that he is become fo, for thofe who frolick it in that liberty,. 
which they obtain'd by bringing him into the net; or 
that the world iliould fay of him, he was a good na­
tured man, and no body's Enemy but his own. 

3. Difcover not thofe concerns t0 any of your acquain­
tance, which may redound either to your damage, or dif­
credit, if prefent friend£hip ihould be changed into unex­
pecl:ed enmity ; Confider 'tis a pitiful and precarious life,. 
which depends upon the fecrecy or !ilence of another who 
may difclofe your counfel, either by a natural talkative 
humour, or by the power of Wine, or a defign to oblige 
another by betraying you: For befides that there is an 
i mpoffibility in fome tempers to ftand out a fiege, when 
clofely ply'd, as we fee Sampfon himfelf twice in this 
kind routed; fo it is a miferable captivity to lye at the 
mercy of another, and at his difcretion. And men ~ge­
nerally upon fuch advantages are as imperious, as a Maid 
that is heir to her Mi:fhefs ; and takes pleafure to make 
that yoke pinch and wring, into which your own folly 
thrufl: your head, and from whence you have not con­
fidence enough to pull it out. 

4. Referve to your felf always a liberty of bre'.lking 
company; and give up the purfuit, when the Cry hunts 
not according to your judgment, or your private con­
cerns oblige you to retreat: For as it is little prudence to 
bu y, by what another bids ; fo is he as little wife, that 
wii l exhaufl: his purfe t0 keep pace with another's .. expen­
ces. And as I have thought it unj ufl: that another fhould 
force me to pledge him in a brimmer, becaufe he began 
it , without regarding whether my body or head will bear 
i t; [q I think 'tis wifrlom to leave your friend, when 
he proves an lgnis fatuus, anq would lead you into a 
quagmire, intangle you in contefrs, or expecl: that you 
{hould Iavifh your money for company, though poffibly 
be may be much better able to afford it ; therefore bal­
lance your expences not by thofe of another perfon, but 
by your own abilities. 

Be efpecially advifed , not to have any familiarity with 
the M aidfervants of the family where you are, more 
than wbat conduceth to the difpatching of general affairs, 
and fuch an affability as is common and due to all: for 

thofe 
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thofe kind of cattle are as weary of a fing1e life, as Nuns of 
the;r Cloifi-ers, and therefore catch at the very appear­
ance of a match ; and if yo_u !hew them any kindnefs 
more than ordinary, they interpret it affection, and 
make no difficulty to challenge you upon that account: 
wherein if you correfpond not, they hate you worfe than 
an old decayed woman doth a young flourifhing beauty. And 
therefore they rake Hell to find out inventions to reek 
their fpite on you, and value not how they wound their 
own reputation, fo that they may murder yours ; like 
Richard the Third, who fcrupFd not to make his Mo­
ther an whore, that he might prove his Brother illegiti­
mate. Neither will their malice be fatisfied till you be 
ruined. Of which the City of London hath given too 
many, and too pertinent examples, where Women by 
falfe accufations have brought thofe,young men to lhame­
ful exits, whom they could not bring down to their un­
worthy defigns. 

There is therefore fcarce any fubjeB: deferves your <freache­
more abundant caution, unlefs it be the treachery of a rous 1P· 
fellow ~Prentice; who if he be a youth of a wicked di[_ prentues. 
pofition, you will have great caufe to thank the Almigh-
ty~ if you efcape him: For the Devil is not a n:uch 
more cunning tempter, than fuch an one proves, whofe 
defign is to ldfen his ; own crime by your copartnerlhip, 
or to facilitate the executions of his wickednefs by your 
confociatfon ; wherein he congratulates himfelf in this 
at leaft, that he £hall have company in his punifhment, 
and that you are involv'd in the fame condemnation : 
Though his defign be, by betr?ying you to excufe himfelf, 
and expofe you to blunt the edge of the rage of the of­
fended. Therefore the Artifices are incredible which 
thofe bafe mifcreants have to betray innocent Lads, 
and decoy them into deftruction. And happy is he 
whom~ G od keeps, and indues with fo rnuch prudence a~ 
to avoid the danger: But if fuch a temptation £hould fall 
in your way, be fettled upon the bafis of faitbfulnefs and 
honefty ; and like the German, when he bath to deal 
with the nimble Italian, ~e refolv'd that nothing £hall 
ravifb you ffom thofe principles of Truth and J uftice, 
w hich your judgment is convinc'd of. 

To this .advice concerning your company, 
Di 

I may 
fubjoi~. 

I 



2 8 A Prefent for •an Apprent.ice. 
fubjoin that which relateth to your difcour{e; wherein 
o.hferve, , 

r. That your difcourfe be rather- little than much ; 
f r a fool is known hy his much /peaking: and it is much . 
better to be eH:eemed too moro(e and referv'd, than by 
an impertinent babling, to be the fubjeB: of the derifion 
of others; befides the danger of [peaking that which may 
be quefiioned, and cannot be recaH'd; whereas1 Little 
/aid may be faon amended. 

2. Let it be rather free th1n affcB:cd ; for there is 110- • 

thing acceptable of this fort that is not natural ; for a 
very clown in his own language co.mes off better, than be 
who by a Romantick Burnbaile doth thunder-thump his 
hearer into an ce.quilib1:ium between fcorn and wonder. 

3. Let it be rather wife than witty, for much wit hath 
commonly much froth ; and 'tis hard to jefr, and not 
fometirnes jeer too; which many times finks deeper than 
was intended or expected ; and what was defign'd for 
mirtb, ends in fadnefs. 

4. Let it be of that Virgin-purity, which knows no 
frain of obfcenity : for evil communications corrupt good 
numners, and in nothing more, than if they be filthy. 
And as it is a double iniquity to talk filthily of what was 
done wickedly; fo he is jufily condemned as vile, 'whofe 
difcourfe is obfccene ; becau[e out of the abundance of the 
heart the mouth fpeaketh. 

5. Let not your difcourfe be to ,deride the infirmities 
or naturally imperfections of another. For in this care' 
what our Lord faid to the accufers of the woman, may b; 
faid to all: He that is without Jin, li:t him throw the fi1:fl 
flone ; there being no man that blames another, but 
himfe1f comes under the lafh in fome other kind; it 
being as natural for men to err, .as to be good; and 
the pure.ft Gold of upright men, that ever we read of 
had yet fomething 0£ an allay ; and no doubt but you: 
own confcience will condemn your felf while you repre­
hencl the folly of another. Befides, it argues a dirty 
temper, to be fo Sive-like, as to let pafs the finer Flour, 

* Our author feems in the following words to have intended an 
infiancc of the ftyle he C?Cplodcs. . · 

, and 
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a111d ta-ke pleafute ~only to tofs about the Bran and re­

fofe, which even the befi Wheat is not without. 

But to make a fc9ff of natural defe&s, is to make a 

mock of the God of nature; who aets nothing in vain, 

or without its reafon. It might perhaps be fomewhat 

excufeable for you to..,deride the wants of another, if yoLI 

had been the wor-kman to make your felf, but· iin-ce yoLI 

were fearfully and wonderfully made, and now can not add 

one cubit to your Stature: another's defects iliould be the 

motive of your t-hankfulnefs, and not the object of your 

laughter ; confidering that your perfection is the effell-, 

not of your own ca'fe bu1t the Divine goodnefs. 

6. Do not concern your felf in your difcourfe, with St(ltt-Af­

the publick marogement of aJfairs of State : For it is afain. 

kind of ferious madnefs, to inte refl: our folve5 in the dif- " 

pofore of thofe things wh ich are fo much above us, and 

in the judgment whereof we are generally deceived: It 

being the intent of States-men to refcrve their defigns 

conceal'd, and fl:udy to appear what they leaft intend. 

But fhould you be in the right, your advice is never likely 

to be askt, fo tfuat all your contrivance will only amount 

to make a man of douts for your felf to play with. But 

the humour of fome fa abominable, to murmur at Au-

thority, and pleafe themfelves in complaining of their 

Superiours: Whereas 'tis the principal part of fubjection, 

to fubrnit ou-r felves to the difr:retion of thofe that rule 

us ; and the firft fl:ep to Rebellion, is, wlien inftead of 

doing commands, we difpute them. The heft way to 

, prevent the evil effects of Government, is, not to quar­

rel with their atl:ions,. but amend our own. For as that 

Englifhman anf wered feriou!ly, who (when the En­

gli{h were driven out of France, in the time of 1-lenry 

the Sixth, being upbraidingly askt by a Frenchman, when 

they intended to return into France again) faid, When 

your fins are greater than ours: So will the removing of 

evil government (when at any time God £hall bring it) 

be, not the effect of our murmur, but repentance; for 

which caufe the Hiftorian doth well ; eckon up evil Ma­

giihates among the .effects of Divine i~dignaticrn, as Fa­

mines ~nd Peftilences, which we cannot otherwife pre­

vent, but by repenting. 

7. Butefpecially let not that veneration, which is always 
dua , 
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due to the Divine Being, his Attributes, Ordinances and Words: for as it argMes a great profanenefs, not to dread liim that ought to ·be feared, who /hakes not the eartf, on­ly, but alfo heaven : fo can it be never •fafe to make a · jefring bufinefs of that, for which God hath fai~ he will in no wife hold a man guiltlefs. And it is a frrange impiety our days are grown to, whereby tnt}y, men make a fport of Godlinefs, and feem to know the Scrip"' -tures for no other end, but to ufe them as Tennis-balls for recreation. But if Go.d be in heaven, . and thou upon ,the earth, and therefore fhould thy words be few, there's a greater reafon that they iliould be reverend. Recreati- My next advice iliould be for the choice of your Re-,m. creations, wherein perhaps you may think advice is not fo pertinent, becaufe every man chufes recreation as he is inclin'd ;_ yet, 'tis not amifs to defire, that here you fuould love with difcretion, and. direct · your thoughts that way, from whence (if not the moft of emolument) yet certainly the leaft of damage may enfue.3 That you fuould not make your recreation your bufinefs, nor your va ... cation your vocation, I need not admoni!h. Neceffity hath impos'd that law upon you, to work or not eat. You being, I hope, of too much fpirit to play the para­fite, and pitch toy ls to catch Deer in a di{h ' : But were it not fo, I iliould abhor the thought of your living ufe­lefly; and be like a Spunge., which breeds no moifiure, but only is fqueez'd out of that which it extraneoufly contratl:eth. And fi.nely more defpicable creatures the world bears not, than thof e Grafuoppers and Butterffiie~, which are only employ'd to fing away their time, and buz about in the warm Suniliine. 

CardJ. Therefore in general, fuch recreation is to be chofen, as may relax, or unbend the mind or body from their too intent application, not fuch as may tire and weary them. For which caufe, as I always thought, that they would -give a pitiful account of their time fpent, who fit up till midnight at Cards and Dice: So I never had any fancy to tbofe recreations, which as they exercife not the body, fo they rather dii'.l:urb, than relax the mind. Befides the provocation to paffion and vain-fpeak­ing, whereby we highly difpleafe God, while we defign 
to 
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to p1eafe our felves. Without doubt thofe recreations 
are bell, which mix p1eafure and profit together. 

For which caufe, the reading of Hifiory or Geogra- Readi11g. 
phy, are not of the lea{¼: note, and proper for thofe 
whofe, trade (as yours) being for fianding and motion of 
the body, have a proper relaxation in the fedentary 
pofiure of reading ; _befides the delight which the mind 
may take in the account of pa{[ed times, or the difcovc-
ry of remote Lands, and enjoy with eafe and quiet the 
difcoveries which others have made with care and tra-
vel, and manifold hazards; \Vhereby you will not only 
reap a greater delight, than they who go to vifit curious 
Structures, or beautified Gardens; but alfo attain fo great 
accomplifument, as may render you acceptable to ~U 
ingenious perfons ; comp]eating not only your own 
knowledge in the ~ffairs of the world and foreign parts, 
but alfo enabling you to difcourfe with thofe, who at 
their great cofl:s, have been ocular fpeB:ators of remote 
Regions. And moreover (which is not a fmall advan-
tage) you will be furniilied with fuch a frock of exam-
ples, of the fucce[es which good and bad have had before 
you, as may be not of a little conduct to you in your own 
affairs; and as lighcs on a rocky fhore, be ufeful to pre-
vent your fhipwreck. 

And further too, you will not be in terrupted by thi 
kind of divedion from being at hand, to attend upon 
fuch occafi9ns as may accidentally prefent themfelves: 
for he faid well, whofe Proverb was, Keep thy Jhop, anµ 
thy jhop will keep thee. P.o1.ttendance to him tbat drives a 
Trade, being as neceffary to thriving, as the eye of a 
Ma:fter to make an Horfe fat; not only preventing there­
by the milbaps, which many times befal through ab .. 
fence; but alfo being ready to take opportunity by tht;! 
foretop, and make ufe of any thing which comes to your 
adv,rntage, which if you are out of the way, goes to an­
other place, and never inquires after you any further ; 
meeting with fuch things as quite jufile out all tho(~ 
thou ghts which they had of you. It is therefore expedi­
ent (like :i iliort bowl) to lye,.in the way, and in likely~ 
hood to be knockt up nearer the Jack. • 

But if this be lookt upon as too melancholy and re-Walf.ii!z. 
firain'd, and you feem to need more of motion, and a ~ 

· fre:er 
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freer Air; to walk with fome friend in the open Air, is 

a pleafureable and healthful recreation; when you. have 

not on}y the Entertainment of clifcourfe to delight the 

~ind, but alfo the agitation of the walk, to exercife 

tne· body: For the w-:1y which fome delight in, when 

b"ufiriefs is over, tO' fit and tope at a Club, is- like the 

hanging of a Blote-Herring in the fmoke; when a clofe 

roorn; and the fl:eam of Tobacco, mu.fl: needs be as 

conducing to healch, ::is Lincoln.jhire-Fens are expedient 

. to· prevent an Ague. 

NoFencmg ~he Dancing and the Fencing-School (the recreations 

or Dan- f r ) b h fi b. n. 1· k · · · · 
o 1ome are at u ~ect to a L e mconvernence m this, 

ting- . 
Sebo~!. that they afford too great temptati-ons to engage in mixt 

companies, which fre_quently lead to the Tavern; fuch · 

company feldom breaking up, without a parting cup. 

But -they have befides, their particular evils. The firft 

inducing you to !hew your abilities among the Ladies; 

where, if not advis'd, you may be drawn beyond the 

poffibility of a retreat ·; or at leafi, to dance away mueh 

of your time and efiate. The other expo!ing you to 

contefis, wherein, while it pretends to enable you, you 

are often left in the lurch ; your skill being beaten out 

df tl1e field by a refolute fool-hardinefs, and your art 

(ufed to confliB: with art) finds it felf oppofed with cou­

J'age and paffion, which with unlearned blows defigns 

r.ot [o much its own defence, as your ruin. So that 

more, who have been taught the art of Fencing, have 

mifcarried , ingag·ing upon the coF1fidence of their skill, 

, t.lun ever were by their skill defended. . 

No Rl,iyJ. · But the great diverfton of the prefent ~ge, is the fre­

quenting of Plays ; which as it is praB:iced among us, 

doubtlefs is very vicious, where the defign is laid, rather 

to corrupt youth, than to inform it; and matters are 

treated in fuch a manner as rather to irritate luH, thari 

to ab::ite it: Perfons coming from thence, not often 

much the wifer, very often much the viler. 

No Co11rt- The courting of Ladies is a pleafant and gentle diver­

jliip • f:.on , fo 1
1 
call it ; b.ut be is mad that makes it hi s buft­

nefs, or thinks it worth his while, to fet a feal upon a 

bubble : }et I muft tell you, it is accompanyed ·with 

110t a few, nor f mall irnwnveniencies: for you can hardly 

be fantafiick enoug;h· i.1:1 your drefa, to fuit their fancy; 
nor 
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nor your difcourfe vain en_ough to fit their humour: for 

though fome few of them will Philofophize, the genera-

lity of them are fo empty, that you have little caufe to 

wonder the .Poets imagin'd that Venus was born of froth. 

Befides, for the expence, a Coach and fix Horfes is not 

more cofily; for he that courts a Lady without gifts, 

calls an Hawk without a Lure; which they are very rea-

dy to receive, but not to requite; looking upon what 

you give, not as the effect of your bounty, but their 

merit; and that you are richly rewarded with fome 

f weeter look, or more affable compliance. 

Treating is alfo as neceffary an attendant upon Court-Treating. 

fbip, as a good block is neceffary for the Chrijlmas-Fire, 

and they v1lue the entertainment merely by its coft; 

wherein to be provident, is efi:~emed bafe; and you 

are dirty, if you examine how you are particularly 

cheated. 
Mo.reover, this practice is not without its danger : 

for if it be a Beauty ,under covert, 'tis impoffible to acl: 

your love fo Platonicall y, as not to give offence to the 

yellow frockings; and then remember, Jealoujj is the 

rage of a man ; :md if it be poffible to know when it be­

gan, you Chall never know when 'twill end. 

If it be an Widow-beauty, or one who knows the 

world whom you pay your addre!fes to, you are fore 

to find that f!:o,ck dear to buy, becaufe 'tis vy'd for. And 

they have the art to raife the commodity, by the con­

tention of the bidders : .So that there's nothing to be 

had there, but what's inhanc'd. Befides, in this you're 

certain either to quarrel with your Rivals for the fea­

ther of her fancy in dangerous con,tef!:s, or be re­

.:fl.ecred upon (if you are wifer) as cowardly, and de­

generous. 
If it be a folitary Beauty you court, fo that none 

befides take to the fcent; £he will not long be fo: for 

your attendance will but be like the Fowle r's Stale, the 

appearance of which, brings but others to the net. And 

therefore they delight to have ,fuch an one fhew' d, and 

how related; which though it may be you are fhy of, 

and would enjoy yours by your felf, yet they hate this 

!:i nd of privacy, thinking that ware judg'd marketable, 

tl1at hath frore of cufiomers. But bcfides, though your 
E inten-

~-
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intentions perhaps are general, yet the eafy woman thinks 
you have a particular affection, and judges that while you 
but court her as a Mifhefs, you woe her as a wife; and 
fo i3 apt, either to engage her own affection beyond the 
reach of an honourable retreat, or hath thence confi­
dence enough to challenge you with thofe promifes and 
obligations, which your frolick-tongue might be free to 
utter, but you not -free to make good. And which is 
worfe, the world is apt to impofe upon you too, and 
either judge you vain, to level at that mark which you 
intended not to hit; or perfidious, to defert thofe colours 
for want of Pay, under which you lifted your felf a9 
a Volunteer. But this fa not all , for fair faces, and 
taking behaviours, are apt to enkindle irregular defires, 
and ingage the fancy in thofe amorous Flames, which 
if thofe you treat are too honourable and chafl:e to com­
ply with, you may be induc'd to quench in the Bot­
tom of a common fewer ; and then into how deep 
a Ditch you plunge your felf, Solomon will tell you ; 
whence we muft not expeB: you to emerge, but with 
a carbonadoed body, and decoB:ed efiate; which GocJ.. 
forbid. . 

But of all Recreations, there's none more healthful 
or more delightful, than to ride abroad on a gooel horfe ; 
whereby you have not only the frefu Air, and the de­
lightful profpec1 of ple1fant Fields, varied as you make 
your journey; but your body is exercifed without its 
.own labour, and the fpirits aB:uated ~ithout wearinefs. 
An Horfe being a .creature defi:ined by the, Divine ap­
pointment for the eafe and delight of man: A creature 
of that Air and genenerous Spirit, that while his loftinefs 
fcorns fervitude, he yet feems to take pleafure to do 
fervice to you, and aB:s not of a foreign compulfion, but 
an innate metal, being for eafe and ornament ; and 
therein going beyond that of gay apparel. 

But to buy an Horfe, and not be able to judge of 
him; or to keep an Horfe, and not to have skill e­
nough to know whether he be well or ill, duly ordered, 
or otherwife; is the high-way to be abus'd, and to 
make a vexation of your pleafure: For in putting off 
an Horfe, men commonly ufe the largeft confciences ; 
and they who will fcruple _at the Tithing of Anife and 

Cummin 
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Cummin otherwife, will in this cafe make no bones of 

a Sirloyn of Beef. 'Tis therefore heft to buy, not upon 

report, but your own judgment; which you may eafi]y 

attain by obfervation, and the comparing of an unfound 

Horfe with a found one; having a curiouo eye, that 

does not let any thing ~·pafs unremarked, from the lip 

to the very heels, bringing every part to a frriB: ~xa­

mination. And never buy . an Horfe which you fee 

hath a fault; for 'tis a chance (when you have bought 

him) if he have not other faults which you did nof'1 

k~ -
In the experience which I have had in this kind, 

I have obferved, that it is better to buy an Horfe that 

is fat, than otherwife; becaufe then you may be fore 

good meat will make him fo, which 'twill never do 

with fome: and 'tis to be fuppos'd, that no man will 

bring his Horfe to rriarket out of fle!h, if a f mall mat­

ter will mak~ him fo : Moreover, fro re of flelh is an 

argument that that Horfe hath not been forfeited ; or 

if he hath, that it is well worn out. 

L have further taken notice, that it is not good to 

buy an Horfe that hath any difparity in his lhape, as, 

long pafrern'd, inward knee'd, narrow-waH.ed ; becaufe 

the principal excellency in an Horfo, behig his frrength 

and nimblenefs; what may render him d,,ef~&ive in thefe, 

makes him ufelefs for fo much. · ~ •· . , 
'Tis alfo beft, not to lay out money 'itpon an Horfe 

that does not go well. For that beinf the end, for 

which commonly men buy, that they ~ay be accom­

modated in their eafy carriage, you will find that Horfe 

hard put to off, which hath not this to -recommend him. 

'Tis thernfore good always before you buy, to feel the 

Horfes going under you; for you thereby may not only 

befr judge of his pace and mettle, but alfo difcover any 

lamenefs or imperfection, whi.ch he would not difcover 

when manag'd by a Rider, who endeavours to conceal 

it: For which reafon, 'tis alfo very expedient to run an 

Horfe in band upon the ftones or fome hard ground 

while another rides him; for the Horfe having his tread 

free, to m ake his complaint with it, and preft with the 

weight of the Rider, will difcover any foundring, frrain; 

or old infirmity, which otherwife he would make no 

E. z !hew 

35 



C11utiou1. 

.dnimoji­
ties. 

A Prefent for an Appre.ntice. ' fhew o-f. But this difcourfe mav be more feafonabJe many years hence, if it fhall 'pleafe· God fo to blefs your fubfbnce, as that you m ay bear the charge of fuch a convenience: For an Horfe is a great eater, _ and will n ot be maintained without a very confide rable cofl:; which no wife agrees with him, that hath not a purfe proportionablc to bear it. InJeed, when out of i he eater comes forth meat, _and a n I-·forf~ is for profit, as well as convenience, the cafe is altered; but this feldom happens to thofe in the City. And as feldom is it, if ever, that thofc who are not very rich men, and keep bou{e in Town, do not ·therewith riJ~ tl1eir Eilates off their legs, and bring tbemfdves to a fpecdy ruin. 
. As to \.Vhat concerns your converfe with men, let it be vour choice to dea l vvith thofc which are honeft ; which yet fo d~al with, as to pr_event the mi(ch ief, if they iliould decei:~e _you, and fWVe to be I-:r.aves. For as the~e- are many, to \vhom confcieucc o f their duty is as forcible as an hundreJ obligatio i:is to bi r,d them to do uprightly; fo are there not 'a fe'w, who make t he preter~ce of fine:erity, a cloak to diJCoYer tbeir deceit, and m ake it their bufinefs to fi!11 with that bait; whom to difcern is ext reamly ,,difficult, and not to be learnt, but by dear-bought experience. 

But be mofl: cau tious· of thofe that fpeak the fairer~, efpecially if that be fudden, or extraordinary: for though it be a common way to give pills in pap, and adm i-ni­:fter that which is bitter, w rapt up in f weet- meat; yet this is fo natural, that it is fr ill in t1 fe; and ih~tagems are all in ,g,eneral thus contriv'd, tho' diverfified in mode and figure. And •Nhat was faiJ by e;~pdience fo i11any years ago,, it is a fife a,;d common 1uay to deceh·e µnder the appearance of friend/hip; you may meet with five hundred, who can by their own xperience tr ll you the fame Hill. 
But then be wary to conceal your fu:pic ions, Tc.CT: of a dubious friend you make a doubtlefs enemy ; and he t11at before only· intended to fervc his own ends of you, now ddigns to vent his malice. to?.. · 

· Yet, • do not profefs animofities againfi any man: for befides that it is moft unchriftian to keep anger over-11ight; and we have no other promife of being forgiven 
of 
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.of God, than as we forgive one another; it is doutlefs 
very imprudent: For there is no creature fo inconfide-
rable, which may · not find an opportunity to vent its 
f pite, with your mifchief; which God hath admonifhed 
us of, in that he hath made the Elephant, the biggeft 
of Beafis obnoxious . to the Moufe, the lea:fl: of them ; 
by whofe running up his Trunk, he is more plagued, 
than by any of his froute:fl: adverfaries. And ftory tells of 
tbe mo:fl: valiant Kings, who have fallen by tbe hand 
of the meaneft Wretches: and I remember I read of 
a Turkiili Vifrer £lain in the very Divan by a common 
Soldier, whom he had many years before abufed, who 
by a long perplext contrivance, had from that very 
time laid a train for the execution of his revenge; 
which he refolved to effect, tho' certain to perifh in 
the adventure. Therefore if any difputes or offences 
occur, wh~ch it is hard always to avoid ; let them be 
a8:ed with as littie paffion as may be; that the concern-
ed perfon may plainly fee, that the conte:fl: was not 
the effect of your envy, but interefr; and then too, 
let your next meeting be with as ferene a look as may 
be: For as we ufe to fay, Thefecond blow makes the fray; 
fo the next meeting eith:!r makes up a quarrel, or per-
petuate8 it. . 
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On the other hand, be ready to oblige all with Obliging. 
real kindneffes, at leaft kind words: For, as William 
Prince of Orange was wont to fay, That man is little 
worth, who is not worth a falutation: So may _we fay, 
1 hat man is of little remark, who is not worth a few 
fair words, that coft nothing. And truly, this kind of 
affability and officious refpeB: to men, conduceth not a 
little to attract: their good opinion :-And the contrary 
difguCT:eth tho[e many times, who are not unwife men; 
and caufeth them to fct a note of <liflike upon thofe, 
v_;ho hav~ paffed by them without th::i.t acknowJedg-
rn en t of refpecr, which they conceived due to thcm-
fel ves. 

You fhall moreover /find a principal way of obliging 
others to confift in the art of conferring favours hand­
fomely; fo to beftow them, as that they may have 
the beft fide turn'd outwards, and be made moft accep­
t ,able. In which refpeB: 'tis befr to anticipate the 

ex-
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expeaation of the receiver, and do before -you,re 
ask'd: For there are many modeft tempers, that 
ftrain fo much upon their own inclinations to intrea~ 
a kindnefs, that they think info doing they have dearly 
bought it. But if you are requefted, delay not what 
you · intend to do, for hope deferred makes the heart 
fad ; and 'twas Seneca's obfervation, · he that gives quickly 
gives twice. But if you are ask'd, and muft deny, let 
ths party fee 'twas not out of choice, but neceffity; 
and let your refufal be collveyed to hini in fuch foft lan­
guage as may even oblige him, in the handfomenefs of 
the repulfe. 

Yet in this3 and indeed in all other affairs, the tem­
pers of thofe perfons you deal with muft be carefully 
obferv'<l : for many fpirits are like gravelly Land, whofe 
heat and barrennefs is fuch, as never requites the charge 
beftow'd on it. You will therefore generally find fa­
vours thrown away upon perfons that are proud or co­
vetous: the one being of that fondnefs, as to think all 

. but his own defert ; the other of that bafenefs, as to fet 
a very low value upon the higheft merit. To do a be­
nefit therefore for fuch as thefe, that wiil be cofil y to 
you, with hope of requital, proves like mony and 
pains expended in the queft of the Fhilofophers .!tone; 
which hath hitherto evaporated in fmoak and fruftra­
tion. 

You may hence obferve, that the ftudying of the 
difpofitions of men, is of great ufe; not only in what 
I have faid, but alfo 1n the management of ~11 Affairs: 
For it is much more eafy to aa a defign upon a man,. 
to which he is naturally inclin'd, than otherwife. 
Therefore ,he that intends to bring· a covetous man to 
acl: liberally, may as well expect to make a Water-Sp~­
niel of a Sheep, or good meat of a Whetfrone. 'Tis 
befl: then to mc:1.ke ufe of fuch in the channel wherein 
t11ey run; 'and they ufually are free of their words, 
who are clofe of their ·coin; and will be ready to do 
you any kindnefs ~herein they may fpeak for you, 
when they had rather part from their blood, than Jet 
you have a penny of their mony. And if you expeB: 
that fuc,:h as thefe ilioulq do handfomely, when in the · 

fag;-end 

... 
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fag-end of a bargain you leave a piece of Phte, or 
fuch like gratuity to their difpofition ; you are f.as cer-

- tainly difappointed, as if you fhould look that a dog's 
tail lhould afford you franldncenfe. And that fiery is 
here worth the remembrir-1g, ·of the J ufiice's Clerk fent 
by his Mafier to prefent Venifon to him, who lately 
died worth many thoufands, got by faving. The young 
man gives a Porter eighteen pence to carry it, big with 
expectation that the gratuity would be in proportion to fo 
handfome a prefent,,; the bearer did his errand in a proper 
manner, the wealthy Man fumbled in his pocket, and 
after a long preamble of good counfel, that he fuould 
be a provident husband of his bounty, gives ,him two­
pence; and as the man was requited, fo was the 
Mafier. 
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On ~he other hand, 'tis prudence to make choice of .drbitra­
fuch, if you are concern'd in an Arbitration wherein tion. 
matter of money may be in controverf y: for men of a 
free fpirit with eafe part from f~ ms, which your clofe 
fellows will firain at like a Camel. 

To this purpofe, 'tis very expedient to be skill'd in 
Phyfiognomy; I mean the art of difcovering the tem­
pers of perfons by their looks : from whence no doubt 
there is a more exalt difcovery to be · made, than by 
any reports whatfoever: and for my own part (I may c. • · 

-fay) I have been in this .refpeB: the leaft deceived :
1 

For 
tho' it be poffible for men to cover their paffions, and 
conceal their crofs dif pofitions from any difr:overy their 
words may make of them, till they are ready to acl: ; 
yet it is not poffible for them to obliterate thofe Chara­
cl:ers of Nature, whereby 'tis not hard to read them 
without their own confent. And though it fometimes 
falls out, that by cufrom and vice, men are not (fome­
times) what Nature made them; yet that alteration is 
made by fuch habits, as leave 3. fufficient mark of them-
felves behind, and make the difcovery rather more eafy r .. ~ 
than difficult. The attainment of this Art is not fo 
eaf y by any rules which can be laid down to you, as by 
your own private obfervation, and the comparing of 
the experience of men, with the former judgment which 
you paffed on thei r looks ; or a pojleriore comparing 
your apprehenfions of their prefent looks, with what you 

know 
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know of_ their paffed actions·; which you may apply, 
upon your memory and imagination as a difrinclion on 
all countenances of the like kind. 

Neither will you find it lefs expedien,t to difcover 
mens prefent thoughts by their prefent looks, than their 
inclina tions by their features : For if he that carped at 
the form of man, found fault only in this, that he 
wanted a win iow in h is heart : Nature hath fomething 
clear'd her felf i1 that, for that the countenance is a 
kind of difcovery of t he mind. Difcovering ( do what 
we can) in fudden appea!'ances, thofe fentiments of our 
mind, which we would ihould be for ever con.cea1'd; 
and commonly we difcover them fo much the tnore, 
in being vext that we cannot but dif cover them. To 
do which, there mu.ft be a quick application of the 
eye, to the looks of him whofe fentim ents you would 
difcover, at that very time when you think he is pinch'd ;-

, _ that you may judge by the face which he ma1ces, whe­
ther it touches him or not. There is alfo much of 
difcovery to be made of the fentiments of others by 
their fudden fpeeches, which even from very difcreet 
perfons fometime£ fly . out, and are not examined by 
reafon, and ef pecially when the man is in a paffion ; 
and the more violent, the more unguarded. 'Tis there­
fore the part of a wife man, to ~be a diligen t obfer­
ver of every word that paffes, tho' with as little ob­
fervation is may · be from thofe whom you do obferve: 
For all fuch fufpicion begets caution ; and in vain is the 
net laid in the fight of the hird. · 

And on the other hand, 'tis of great ufe to conceal 
your own refentments, not to wince when you are 
touch'd to the quick; but to diffemble your fenfe, till 
you have a due opportun ity to difcover it to your ad­
vantage. For it very often happens, that we fpoil our 
a.ffairs by difclofing them before they are ripened for 
execution; turnin g them ou t into the w orld when tbey 
have frill need of further adv ice and confideration. For 
which reafon, as time is the fir.ft of all things, fo is 
it the principal too; it being almoH· impoffible to do any 
thing well, that is not dpne with a due proportion of 
tune. 

It 
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It is very often ufeful alfo to conceal altogether our ap­

prehenfions, and feem to take no notice of tho[e tt ,ng , 

which indeed do give us juft caufe of re~ret; efpeciady 

too, when they w hom we are to de:il with, are e:,her 

too powerfo for us, or we expect may be bene'i cia i to 

us. Upon which account, I remember I 1 ~ 1 e ... ci --- f 

Cofmus, that it was not the leafi- th ing conciucing w .:1e 

eftablifhment of his infant-dominion , that he L::d the 

art of diffembling the infults of the Sr ani!h Prid", 1d 

the envy of his fufpicious Neighbours. And the. e .. Jre 

thofe forward tongues, or pei vifh tempers, w! 1ch rather 

chufe to vent their prefent refcntment than their fu ture 

convenience; Not only create to th ·mf 1 ve nui:y t 1 ou­

bles, but alfo £hut the door again fr thoie oµpo , uJ 1 :ics, 

which otherwife in due time might have fairly p fented 

themfelves. 
On the other fide, there is no greater rfmora t 0 1f- Dilatori­

fairs, than that dilatory flownefs, which, hov.,cver Lhe ,1c1s. 

fair gale of opportunity blows, yet loves to put off :.he 

voyage till to morrow; :ind then fet out with fu ch 

tedious preparation, that before all things arc ready, 

they are prevented by more diligent and expediti0us ad- ~ 

ventures, and they come jufi: the clay after the fair; 

when with an irkfom difficulty they are put to it to 

retrieve thofe things, which but a while ago Jay fair 

before them. · 

And here yo~ may take ~?tice, that with regard to Choice :/ 

human nature rn general, tis of great advantage to Ti11,e. 

chufe your time well; for there is not that man to be · 

found, who[e temper is fo even, as not to be fomet1mes 

more liable to impreilion, than at other times . Ai d ii it 

were not fo, the very contingences that happen, <lo 

differently difpofe us: For which caufe we are mo e in-

clin' d to be generous to others, when a proJ ~;erOl c; gale 

hath breathed upon ~us; and are ready t hen to gtve a 

peevilli anfwer, when fome di fagreeab1e acciJcnt ln1s 

ruffled our temper. And as to the infl uence of the con-

Hitution upon the mind, men are the more or lefa c:um-

plying, as the prefent predominant humour is accioen- . 

tally fedated, or made £harper. And chere1orc .as cho-

lerick perfons are commonly peevi!h till they ha ve cl 11'd, 

that the ftomach have fometing in it, to imploy the 

F act ive 
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active humour; fo are they who arc flegmatick, or me~ 
lancholy, rarely free, or debonair, tilI'their more pon-­
derous and dull ingredients are warm'd and made more 
active by the adventitious heat, which wine, or fome 
firong liquor contributeth ; or th_eir f pirits a wakened by 
fome pleafant company or difcourfe. And therefore choice 
of time wi-11 as much difference the fuccefs of your ap­
plications which you make to perfons, as wind and tide 
with or againfr, lhall fpeed or retard a paffage. 

And for this very caufe, in fuch cafes, 'tis not ground 
enough to give up your hopes as defperate, becaufe you 
focceeded not at the firfi ; for a fecond or third time 
may find the humour better difpos'q to receive the im­
preffions which you intended. 

But however, be always advifed never to refifr one hu­
mour with the like: For i-t is excellently advantagious 
when paffion is up, to look on, and with a fedated 
mind to obferve the indifcreet paifages which then oc-­
cu r, whereby every perfon lays himfelf open at fuch 
a rate, as renders hin:i obnoxious to the remarks of 
him, that with the compofed fpi ·it takes notice of them. 
And that tl1is is fo, is eafily difcovered, if when you are 
return'd to yoU1~ temper, you reflect upon that indifcretion 
and exorbitance, into w hich your paffion had hurried you. 
:For which caufe to oppofe paffion with paffion,, fcldo1n 
prod uceth other effect than a repen tance too late for both. 
f\ ncl 'twill be found abundantly better to handle the paf­
fionate with as much gentlenefs as m ay be. And I have 
known men of that tune1 whom in the fit you~d have 
thougbt unappeafeable, yet by tbofe means were plained to 
as much f moothncfs, as could reafonably be expeB:ed. 
Ar~d whereas if in <li lhiffc you may Bing awav from fuch 
without fuccefs, a little patience and good w~rds may do 
your bufinefs, and fem! you away with what you come 
for. 

Caution. But_ take this as a general caution? to deal as little 
as may be wit'1 thofe over-topping men, to whom a 
man ca1~not with confidence come and demand his own. 
Upon which- account I'll tell you a publick ftory, of 
which you may make a private application. It was 
difputed in the days of ~1een Mary, in a Parliament 
then holden, whether if the ~een thould have a Child, 

the 
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the _Tutelage of it, and fome places of {hength, lhould 

be put in King Philip's hand; the King offering his Bond, 

fait hfully to deliver up his trufr, if the Child !hould dye. 

And the greater number of the Houfe inclining to the 

.affirmative, as concludi.ng that fo great a King's Bond 

was an ample fecurity ; the Lord Paget frands up, and 

demands, if the King lhould refufe to do as he is bound, 

upon the death of the Child, who !hall put his Bond in 
fuit, and where? which demand was fo difficult to find 

an anf wer, that the bufinefs fell without more ado. 
And 'tis much at one, to have dealings with thofe, who 

have fo great an influence on our affairs, that we muft 

be content with what meafure they'll give us: for, to 

break off, or to contefr, if we do not approve of the 

treatment we receive from them, is the lofs of our 

friend, and a greater advantage. 
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Be alfo advifed in all dealings of importance, to ma- Letters; 

nage them by Letter, and not by Meffage; which do 

fo frequently forget, or mifrake, that your bufinefs is 

made a quite different matter, than 'twas when you 

fent it. 
But this ihould be efpecially obferv'd, when fuch an­

fwers are given, as you may fufpeB: may prove offen­

five; for fent by the mouth of another, there may be 

a word put in, which may fo inflame the fenfe, as to 

make that' intolerable, which out of your mouth was di­

rected with a paffable contrivance. 
And for the fame reafon, 'tis not good to take pet at Reque.ft de~ 

any fuch returns as come at fecond-hand, when you ny'd. 

may be deny'd in fome eafy requefi: : for I fometimes 

have known, when an anfwer hath been . brought, 

enough to divide the mofr intimate fri ends; which 

when 'twas inquir'd into, appear'd to be not at all the 

meaning of the party that was fuppos'd to have fent 

it. 
And you'll find it as falfe to j udge by report, when Report~ 

the actions of men come under difpute: For mifappre- · 

henfions frequently reprefent an action as monftrous, 

when tbe party that did ' it w::ts candid in his thughts. 

· And the prejudice of men adds fo much to this fcore, 

that they will have 0ften a wart taken for an horn: and 

the matter is not much, there to find a fault, where 
F 2 'tis 
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'tis before-hand refolv'd to find it or make it. There­
fore, as in m ,itters of news, I have always obferv'd to 
ma.<:e fu l.. h an abatement, as may bear a proportion 
w jtl1 tl e ir.:.Cl:ion of the relater; fo you'll find the ,fame 
rul~ as ne,eHir-y to be obferved concerning the reports 
made c f men; for you may be fure, that ill-will doth 
never fp.:ak well. 

But ecaufc I have mentioned treating by Letter, 
you m ufi be advifed to be very cautious of your choice 
of exprcffions, becaufe there is your hand as a · witnefs 
againf'r you; fo that as to matter of weight, which 
m a',' produce fuit, 'tis !1ot am ifs to obferve what is faid 
of Tiberius Ccefar; That fame of his Letters to the Se­
nate vverc on I urpofe written ambiguouD.y and darkly, 
fuch as he intended foou1d be interpreted, not according 
t o the plain worcs, but tbe affa irs of thole whom he had 
to deai with : For fuch words may be found out, and 
fo plac'd, as fuall amonnt to a promife in the appreJien~ 
fion of the Reader, who is con k.ious of the matter you 
treat of, which will not be fo confi-rued in the J11dg­
ment f tho[e .who may come to take cognizance of the 
matter in quefiion. · 

If G od ihall fo blefs you, as th2.t you live to ferve 
out your time, with fuch approbation of induihy and 
fa ithfulnefs as- fhail fend you abroad at your own liber­
ty, w ith a fair charaB:er; 'twill not be amifs to have by 
you fom e ·general ad vic concerning your fctting up, 
becaufe God knoweth whetl~er I fhall then be al ive to 
judge of thofe particular concerns, which may induce or 
di:T vade it. 

VJ h;:i t I have t11erefore here fidl: to ad V ife you of 
. ' is, tha t you look upon this bu fi nefs, as that whichde(erves 

you r moH: feriou s delibera tion: For, many by their 
12.fie, and precipitJtion in this affair, b:i.ve ruinl'.d thei r 

for tun s ; and while they liave been '\-veary f being 
fervants, have made themfelves in a (hort time perpetu­
al flaves to indigence and want. For if hav ing once 
fet 1p, you then mifcarry, it proves lik the bhilino- of 
a young fpro ut, which, if not utterly kill'd, yet becimes 
fo cbeck'd and dejected, that it never attains a fre!h 
and Bourifhing cond ition after. It concerns you there­
fore to look before you leap, and not to be in<luc'd by 

the 
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the name of Mafl:er and a Shop, to skip into that in 

hafl:e, from whence you will be iliortly turn'd out with 

fuame. 
It hath been obferv'd, that they feldom prove welJ, 

who fet up young, that age being for the rnoft part 

precipitate, and forwarder to do than to confider, and 

alfo apt to anticipate the fuccefs of things, by a too 

promifing hope, and like young fetters, to fet an Haunt 

in!tead of a Covie; whereby they are many times grofiy 

abufed, and err at foch a rate, as admits of only a 

difficult recovery, if of any. Whereas they who~ like 

bobbed Patridges, have been ruft in the net of deception, 

by what they have obferv'd at other peoples charge, are 

much more wary, and cautious of being again trapan'd. 

Befides, age gives a natural alloy, like a Bartholonzew­

dew, cooling the immoderate heat and ra!hnefa of 

younger years. 
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It is therefore taken notice of, that young men prof- J ourney­

per befi, 'Nhen they have either ferved as Journey-men men. 

to fome wary Stagers; or have the happinefs to be taken 

in as partners to fuch. Whereby, as Bears by their 

grown Cubs, they are taught to catch the prey with 

the greatefr dexterity and certainty, and with the leaft 

hazard. 
'Tis not amifs here alfo to admo1iiCi you, that great Great 

Rents have very often broke the back of young begin• Rents. 

ners; who before they could get acquaintance, and gai n 

cufl:om to defray the charge of fo great an expence, are 

drain'd dry, to · the very vital blood, and expi're like a 

Lamp for want of Oyl to feed the Flame. Confider 

therefore that every beginning is weak; and 'tis wifdom 

to difpofe of all your projects in a proportion to that 

infirmity: For he that arms himfelf beyond his own 

DimenJions, is incumbred with his own Armour, and 

commonly falls the more ridiculous fubjecl: of- fcorn 

and triumph to others. Be therefore advifed to begin 

warily, having as the fir!t, fo the la!l game to play; 

and your All being in danger, it concerns you fo to di[-

po{e it, as may admit of the leaft hazard, 

Nor is it ]efs good counfel, to beg in low, according 

to the advice of the Country-man, to eat your brown 

Bread firfr; If there were no other reafon, 3.t leafi-, 
becaufe 
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becaufe 'tis fhameful to come lower. And experience tells us, that that Bullock which hath been fed with Hay, will almofr ftarve before 'twi11 be kept with Straw: for tho' there be nothing more eafy than to_ come down, fo there's nothing more di,fficult than to bring our minds to it. 

But further, as thofe Structures which are raifed high­eft, have always their foundations laid Ioweft; fo you can hardly inftance in any great eftate, whofe begin­ning was not with {uch a providence, as confulted for mean things. And this doubtlefa may be ,rendred as the principal caufe, that fo very few of thofe prove fuccefsful; who have been furnilh'd out into the world plentifully, by their friends: For building thereupon with too much confidence, they fet out at fuch a rate, as before they have run far, breaks their wind ·: where­as they who are confcious of their own infirmity, ride with a fi:rait hand ; and if they are wife, put not into a gallop,, till their wind be well rack'd ; and . by that mear1s· p,rove of good fpur-mettl e to the lafi. Out.fide and There1 is 4 {howy part of this town, not more th"in Show. three · four hundred yards in length, as· I fuppoie, . where.,. 1e lhops are filled with rich Goods, are adorned with I ·, g-Glaifes, Carvings, and Columns in the high or s f Architecture ; a!-1d are kept by a fett of nice Be in their way; mafter and man: And yet more Y'.~nger fons of good families, and fortunes from 2000/. 6000!. or 7000!. are wrecked upon this little fpace of · round, than in half the town befides. And all this for want of fitting down at the beginning to make an efrimate1 • and to {hike the ballance between the cer­tain outgo1n'gs, and probable income of young-begin-11ers, including a proper allowance for loffes by fome cufromers who _ can' t and others who won't pay their debts; by fome who are below it, and others who arG above it. And I think this '1ittl€ fpot of earth not dif­ficult to be guefs'd at. 
lnfpetlion A young beg-inner is to be careful and circum{pecr efServants. with regard to his fervants; who, if they be beaten to the world;"-.and know how to do any thing, they're cunning enough to abufe ant.I cheat you~ Their oppor­

tunities 
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tunities too, fuch as are hard to avoid. Let me there­
fore in this particular give you fomething of advice. 
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I. Be fore never to trufr any of them that have a Fawning. 
fawning way: For they are perfons whom nature hath, 
as it were, cut out for deceit, and fitted~with proper qua­
lifications, and alfo 1 natural promptnefs thereto : and if 
I may tell you my own experience, I do not remember 
that I ever had to do with any of th~m, which pro-
ved otherwife. And they are generally of that impu-
dence, that like the Hottentots at the Cape of Good 
Hope, they'll pick your pocket, and look in your face ; 
pretenciing always moft, what they intend ltiaft. And 
therefore there is fpeci2l need of your caution in thofe 
very things, which they profefa moH: againfr; they 
being generally like her, who made the world believe 
{he could endure no Eggs, till it was found that fue 
ufually ea ten for her breakfaft. 

2. Never make your felf over familiar with your fer- Familiat'i• 
vants, nor take them for your play-fellows; for fami- ty. 
liarity begets contempt, and contempt breaks the neck of 
obedience : It being very rare thac thofe fervants are 
ready to do, that are not kept in awe; but will ra-
ther difpute your commands than do them ; which tak~ 
care that you by no means fuffer : It being better in 
many refpeB:s, to err in commaoding what is not con-
venient, than to amend it upon the advice of an ordi-
nary fervant, they being incouraged by fuch a condef-
cenfion , to argue with you the expediency of your 
commands ever after, and upon that account to ufe 
fuch language, as is not to be indured ; which to reme-
dy, when got to an head, you'll be under a neceffity of 
treating him with that iliarpnefs which may occafion 
your parting : and this may be very inconvenient and 
difagreeable to you, if in other refpecl:s he was_ ,fit for 
your purpofe. 

3. Never acquaint a fervant with that fecret which Secretf, 
may be conr1derably to your prejudice if reveal'd : For 
when unce you fl:and upon their courtefy, they grow 
infolent, and make no difficulty to withhold from yoa 
tl iuty of their ftrvice, when they know you dare not 
, .. Be'.;rlc, how oafe a fervitude is it to have our 

nofes-
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nofes held to the Grind-frone by thofe,_ which we know 

are bound to obey us? and fo to ftand in fear of theit 

difcovery, that hov.1ever abus'd, we dare not fpeak our 

minds, and a1I;;rt our rights. · · 

4. Do not expect to oblige an ordinary fervant by 

your kindneffe_s. For I could never fee any of them, 

but were like thofe. wild beafts, which upon every di­

fiafie return to their natural fiercenefs, and forget all 

bonds of kindnefs they received from you. Befides, 

they have a general comment, whereby they interpret 

all yo r fav ours; they judge them to be the effete, not 

of your g odnefs, but their· own defert; and conclude, 

th:it you are kind to them, becaufe you cannot be with­

~t them; which conception having once imagined, 

they g row as touchy as W af ps, and upon every ru:ffile 

bid y ou provide your felf. 
5. Be ' no t in a fervants debt, if you can make any 

fhift to come out of it: For they look upon the forbear­

ance of their mony, as a great kindnefs, which if you 

take not care to requite, they'll take care to do it them­

felves; and aifure your felf, 'tis no good Husbandry in 

any thing _to let them be their own , Carvers. And 

which is worfe, they take occafion t hence to grow re­

fract ry, and infult; which by all expedients fuduld be 

avo'ded, in a Country where Laws are fo little fevere in 

· this ref peel:, and where 'tis difreputable to mak ufe of 

them, even 'as far as they may relieve you in th is re-

fpeB: . · · . 

_6. Let you r behaviour to your fervants be with a 

general equan}mity, and even ·temper; not findin g fault 

tbro' the peevifhnefs of your own humour, but the·jufl:-

. nefo of their demer it: For no one thing more impairs 

l!Uthority, an_d ab:i tes a readinefs .to amend thofe things 

for which they are blamed, than when 'tis obferv'd, we 

are of fuch a temper, as fomerimesjiumbling at a Jlraw, 

and another tin:ie leaping over a block. 
7. Let your fervants be fupplied in all things fit for 

them, in ficknefs and in health : for · all fuch · things 

are what they b:ugain for. And ' tis grea t iniquity to 

require fervice from them, while you give not to them 

v.rhat you contracted for. Arid tr.uly in this cafc 'tis 

better rather to exceed than otherwifc, if it be do1 e with 
due 
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due prudence and caution : For it is bafe, that the world 

lhould fay, we increafed our wealth, with what lhould 

have been put into our fervants bellies. 
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8. Be_ not inclin'd to Eves-drop and hearken whatEves-drop­

your fervants fay in their privacies: For it is rare ( evenPitlg. 

tho' they love you) but at one time or other you {hall 

pear them curfe you. And at fuch . ,~s, they are apt 

to prattle that which they never mean, and pleafe them 

felves in a way of {peaking freely, as the Collier that 

call' d my Lord May.or knave, when he u.:as got upon 

Briftow-cazifey. 
9. Obferve that .due decorum which our L3.ws require, ~tartu s 

not to turn away a fervant without a quarters warning, war11i11:. 

unlefs in fuch cafes wherein 'tis perillous to keep them: 

it being indeed very unjuft, that thofe whofe liveli11oods 

depend upon imployment, iliould at your pleafure be 

expofed to want, without notice to provide for them-

fel ves. And in fuch a cafe the world will be apt to 

charge you with ra!hnefs, from which imputation 'twill 

be difficult to defend your felf. And indeed you can 

hardly by fuch treatment bri·ng any inconvenience upon 

a fervant, th.at will not in fome iliap.e reach your own 

affairs. · 

Laftly, let your care be, tha t in all things your fer-servrmu to 

vants give God his due wodhip: for 'tis in vain to ex-go to 

peel: that they fhould be ju-fl: to you, when they obferveCh11rch. 

that you are crelefs whether they are fo to God ; and 

will never fcruple to abufe you th eir Mafier below, when 

they have liberty given thein to offend you and their 

.Mafter above. And in this cafe, the danger's g reat, where 

there's a freedom given to do wicked I y : For befides 

that all righceou_fnefs is like a Golden-chain, fo depcn­

ing upon one another, that he who makes no confcience 

of breaking one~ m ay upon the fame account break all: 

?Tis ju-fl: with Go<l to punifh one fin with another, and 

permit thofc to deal unrighteouily with you, whom you 

permit to behave themfelves wickedly to him. And 

moreover, 'tis not to be doubted, but as God bleffed the 

houfe of Potiphar for good 'Jofeph' s fake: fo he hath a 

proportionablenefs of vengeance to execute up?n thofe 

families, where his name is by any one much di!honou­

red. 
G But 
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.iii .;er's But now there is a different manner of acting to be ex­
C.tr-c of ,;v erc1fed towards thofe, whom you lha11 take as Apprenti • ~~prentu~ . r ts , for their concerns are much diflerent from thofe of 

an ordina1 ;' 1e1:vant, you being become to them ir: the 
pi ce ot a pa ent : They giving no fmall part of their 
po rt ' on for their· Education under you, an<l expending a 
confider~ble par t of the ir lives in doing you fervice; 
tlierefore you are concern'd to own them in a more 
than ordinary acknowledgment. And as they to tbat 
end became your fervan ts, that they might in due time 
bernme Mafrers, fo are they to be ufed in all refpetls 
a-s thofe flips offuture Hopes, which jufily exact your 
care and encouragement ; and tberefore to be managed, 
not tyrannized over : And fo to ·be u fed , tha t while you 
dr ive on by them · you r own advantages, you remem­
be · alfo, that :, ou are bound to promote theirs. ,And 
therefore I cannot - but applaud the integrity of fome _ n en, \i\ hom I have hearcl rejo ice in the profperity of 
t \ ofe ho had been their Apprenti ces. And w ith as 
m uch et fbti on have I abhor'd the unwortbin efs of 
o d iers, who by crafty fmiiter means have blaHed the 
h 0pefu l fortunes of their 1o ung fervants; envying the 
th iving · of fuch as have efcaped their hands; grudging 
t · t any Water {hould go by their Mill, to help the G1 i of thofe, \vho were fo many years fervants to 
thei;-s. 

C0nfider, how many arguments there are to induce 
you r t endernefs and care, when the futurejo ys of a care­ful Father fr,a l1 be put into your h ands, to fl-and or fall · 
at yohl r difcretion ;- who hath (it may be) drain'd him­

..felf beyon·d bis ability, to furnifh his fo n into your fer-
vice; and hath been willing to deny }1i mfelf of his pre­
fent conveniences, upon the account of bis future hope; 
wbich £ball either flouri!b, or be blafted, as \ your dif­
crecion and care £hail be di •pofed . And verily, as we 1amenr the fail of a Famiiy that hath been already un-
done, a;-;.d mou rn over the -ru ines of a blown-up Efiate; 
fo ! think we may the more jufi:Ly bemo:m an antici­
pa ted undoing, when t hat efi-ate is nipt., in the bud, 

•hich if k indly and carefully dealt with , might have g own to that vafl:nefo, that the Birds of the Air might 
have lodged under the Branches of it. 

And 
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And indeed, who can without forrow cor.fider, how 

many. hopeful Yout~s come up to this great City, who 

are miferably expos'd to ruin, by the ne2;leB: of tl1oft:: 

they are bound to; who being fecur'd as to their O \ •n 

concerns, by the fecurity given by the friends of the 

Apprentice, leave the young men to riot at their own 

pl-eafure, and to undoe themfel ves with the opportuni­

ties which the mafl:ers p~1t into their hands, who in 

the mean time are revelling at their Country- bouf~;:-, and 

give the unhappy thoughtlefs youths rope en m .. gh to hang 

themfelves; whereby the wretched Father is not only 

di_fappointed of his hopes which he had concei 1ed, ut 

is invplved in a debt which he never feared. The.-~for 

it behoves you to behave your fe'f to your Apprentice 

with fuch prudence, as may conduce not only to the 

effeB:ing of your own bufinefs, but alfo the promoting 

of his concerns. 

t 

Your next thoughts (perhaps) will be concerning aChoire !.//J 

Wife; and 'tis po:ffible you may difpute with } our felf, 1-Ptfe , 

whether you £hall marry or no; wherein to give you 

advice, were as pertinent as the direB: ions of Almanack-

makers, who may tell you, that in March you m uft 

fow Seeds; when in that month the weather may prove 

fo unkind, as that to fow them in the Ground, were 

all one as to throw them in the Kennel : many circum-

fiances very much altering the ca[e in the exped ien cy of 

wiving: Therefore wh!at cur Lord fpeaks in this matter, 

Matth. 19. 12. he [peaks to him that is able to re-

ceive it. 
'Tis true the married life is ch::i.rged with many in- f'rftirrz'r,,,·t 

cumbrances; and I think 'ti s without difpu te, that the an Jnw' _ 

fing~e man (if he can fo content himfelf) li ves mu-h bra11r". 

the freer. But yet doubtlcfs much may be faid on the 

other fi.-de: for the trouble of buunefs ha h a kind of 

ddio-bt iri it: And if I m ay fpeak · my o·.ivn exper iences, 
, :::, 

who have- Had in this kind as much as moH: men ; I 

may truly fay, that I never was better pleas'd, than 

when I had mofl: to do. Bufinefs by its mot ion ad­

dino- ai1 heat. to the fpirits, while the unimployed , h ~e 

:fi:a;dino- water, corrupt with their ow11 idlenefs. uch 

leifure (duo' the corruption of our nature) being not fo 

·commonly applied to ferve a·nd contemplate the D ivi1:e • 

G 2 Bein ,r} 
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J Being, as it is employed in_ projects fuggefled by tbtf Enemy of mankind. Wherefore, we read·David never in worfe cafe, than when idle on the roof · of his houfe ; and doubtlefs there is no good man but thinks him in better tune, ·when he faid of himfelf, that he was per­fecuted as a Patridge upon the Mountain•s. B~fide_s, there is a natural tendency, whereby God hath mclmd'd all thino-s living to a delightful indu{hy of this kind : whe~ce we fee the Beafrs of the Field, but efpecially the Fowls of the Air, denying their own conveniencies, and with fo much aftection making provifion for their many young ones. And if God hath not indu'd us with as pa:ffionate infii;1as, 'tis becau fe we have reafon, to produce in us more powerful effects. If we iliould here fall into a difcourfe, how much the difcommodities of the married life are compenfated with the conveniencies v:hich a good wife brings; we might poffibly be inv olv'd beyond o ur defign: For not to fpeak of that content, which is to be had in reci­procal indearments, w bere acl:s of love endeavour to outvy each other, and you are atttended upon fick and well, with that affecl:ion, which like Musk and Amber g ives a moft fweet fmelling favour to the conjugal union: V/hat a fatisfaction is it to have a friend, which as Paul faid of ~11.'mothy doih naturally care for our affairs? into whofe bofom we may freely difcharge our thoughts,: 2nd expect fuch fecrefy, care, and affifiance, as none . elfe have a li ke inducemen t to afford. Confidef'a- If therefore fuch tbough_ts a~ thefe !hall_ pr~vail with tion before you, to enter upon a m arned ·li fe ; yet be adv1s'd not to JYlatrimonyengage therein, but w ith fuch confideration as becomes an affair whereon . a very great meafure of the content­m en t of your future days <lepends. 

And here let me fir.ft give you a caution again:fl: that abominable bafenefs, 'which trapans innocent _women to thei r utter undoing: When men (who in truth have nothing) m ake !hew of much, and by a grand appear­ance, draw in great matches, to the fhame and mifery of a bro ken For tune. Vvhereby women of good efia tes, are not only brought to nothing; but made worfe than 1wtl1ing, being intangled with tbe incumbrance and ch:uge of Children , for whofe 1riainte11ance there is no 
. r provmon.· 
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· provifion. And therefore I adjure you, that with a 

jufl: abhorrency of fo great and fuch unchrifiian perfi-

dioufnefs, if your endeavours iliould be fo blafied ( which 

God forbid) that you mufr fink, you fink alone, ra ... 

ther than involve in your calamity the innocence of a 

Wife and Children, which fhould be of that dear regard 

to you; and be guilty of that curfed treachery, to 

leave her without houfe and home, who left her Father's 

houfe to come to yours. 

For this reafon, do not marry 'till you find that you 

can fiand on your own Legs; being in fu ch a t hriving 

way, as with the continuance of God's bleiling, may af­

ford an handfome fupply for the ex pences w hich a mar­

ried life brings with it. Being in fu ch a opacity, your 

thoughts may t hen be imployed in the care how to chufe 

a good Wife ; when chofen, how to obtain her; and 

when had, how with difcretion to behave your fel f to 

her .. 
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1 As for the fi ·dt, be advifed to chufe a Woman, A good 

whofe fame is like that Chrifial, which hath not fo much Name im­

as a fand -fpot in't, not only in ref peel: of her own Re- mortal. ' 
_; 

putation,. but alfo of her R elations: there being a kind 

of immortality in a good name, which doth over-live 

us, and is intail'd by the furefl: conveyance upon our 

Pofieri t ies; on the other hand, where there is a brand 

of infamy in a family, no time can wear out th~ ble­

mifu, no merit is fufficient to erace it, you may receive 

it, as uncontaminated from others, as it ought to b!i' 

your care fo to tranfmit it unto yours. And ff they 

who breed horfes, have a fpecial caution to prevent even 

thofe ocular blemiilies which may defcend to the F oles ; 

it concerns us doubtlefs much more, to be wary of 

bringing that into our Families which m ay :fi ick as a 

blemifu into following Generations. 

And- upon this account, fuch choice is to be avoided, D.eformitJ 

as may bring an he red itary deform ity or difeafe: For and Dijeaw 

w hat a difagreeable figh t is it to fee a man's hou fe ftock'dfas. · 

with crook- backs, w hen tbe C hildren reprefi nt the di-

ftorted [boulder of thei r ~1.other, and car ry always about 

them rbe µublick teH:imony of you r indifcretion? For 

ford y nothing {hould prevai l on you to take fuch cf. 

one for a bi·ct<ler, and leave your name running in the 
windin;;...-
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winding-Channel .. of a crooked deformity. The like may be advifed concerning Hereditary difeafes, wherr the King;s evil, or (uch like which the Mother hath, may run in the blood of her off-fpring; and you may fee that flefh rotting before its time, which you expeB:ed would have been fome (upport to your memory, when you iliould be dead and gone. · 

And truly upon this [core of our Pofl:erity, It IS very expedient to make choice of an handfom woman ~ Be .. caufe we fee, that comely Mother's have, for the moil: part, as comely Children; and 'tis- as rare for thofe who are not, to ha·✓ e other Children than fuch as are like· themfelves. And tho' beauty be of its felt, an object fitted for our atfecl: ion, being a perfeB:ion not appre­hended but by a rational cr,eature; yet doubtlefs it is for this reafon even prudentially eligible-, becaufe a beautiful - Mother gives hopes of a fair breed; and Daughters that are handfome, are either put off with. lefs Portions, or to better Fortunes. And handfome men find the come­linefs of their perfons a confiderable recommendation of them in their addreffes to the fair fex. 
Let your ne·xt care, which I iliould have made the :fidt, be her Religion ; whereby I undedbnd not only the profeffion of the fruth, but fuch a Principle infus'd from above, as dilpofes to an holy and circurnfpecl: con­verfation : For as mufu::il focieEy is not one" of the leafl: advantages of the ·married life; fo doubtlefs there can be no fuch communion, as where God himfelf makes the third party. • And tbe fe!lowfhip is not only that of affe­&ion, whereby as 1onathan and David they became one fqul; but tha:t ,alfo, whereby tbey become one· fpirit, and a-re mutual helpers of one ano ther's faith and joy. Befides, there is from this Principle fo much induce-. rnent, not only to bear with· fuch things, and ac_t upon foch accounts, as wil-1 not be done upon any other fcore; but alfo to avoid fuch temptations, as morali­ty would fioop to ; and to fay as 'Jofaph, How Jhall I do this great wzckedne/s a12d fin againjt God. Good Na- Her difpoii.ti0n alfo requires you r fpecial care, being ture a fine a mattter not :i little conducing to your peace and com­Q;Jalifica- fort: For fome perfons are of that uneven temper, that tzqn: they are not one whole day friends with themfelves ; and 

therefore 
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therefore when they are in their perverfe humours, will 
find a Gall in a Dove, and take occafion to quarrel at a 
Bull-rulb, not becaufe it hath fome knots in it, but be­
caufe it hath none; and have enough to charge upon 
your fcore of what they want, if not of what they 
fuould have, to be fure of what they would ·have. Whereas 
there are others again, that nature hath albid with an 
unwillingnefs to quarrel, and can hard! y teJl yo u how far 
their patience can extend; but if provok'd beyond that 
bent, they'll tear like thunder; and are as foon return'd 
again to as clear ai.Sunihine, as gives no remembrttnce 
that it was foul weather. And this furely is not an incon"' 
venient temper: For whereas they that are iheepi£h, can 
hardly preferve themfelves from !Jeing weather-born; and 
thofe that are wafpilh, are, as Solomon faith, a continual 
dropping; and the furly are like a charnel-houfe, where 
forrowful and difmal filence make a folemn mourning: 
Thefe, like a fmart April-fhower, rain to make the 
earth look greener. Then on] y appearing to be angry, 

. when they lie under a neceffity of vindicating their con. 
cerns from neglect, or thenifelves from contempt, 

And under this title of difpofition, we may alfo bring Fr11gality, 
in her frugal indination, which is not the leai:1: of the fe .. 
minine virtues: For all that Sex is much for outward 

· ornament, becaufe confcious there's not much within: 
Wherein ·every thing is valued not fo much by the de­
cency as by the expence of it; and all is thought mean, 
that doth n·of exceed : And for you to interpofe to mo .. 
derate the expence, would be an argument pf either 
want of affection, or a generous fpirit. Such an one 
therefore whofe natural compofure is an allay to that 
extravagance, is like Mother of Pearl, which breeds its 
own treafures, being very fine, and fed to as much 
content, with the third of that cofr, which muft be 
laid out upon the ungoverned luxury of the other, 
And let me tell you, ther-e is much in the education of 
young women, when they have been bred frugally, 
and not in that fenfuality, which imploys thought, ra­
ther how to pleafe the appetite, than to appeafe hunger; 
and how to be vain, rather than decent. There is 
much in the natural neatnefs of fome. women, who are 
cut out, as it were, to make a fair fhew with a little, 

and 

r 
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and will appear very handfome in that which is but ordi .. ·f 
nary, and prove their Gentility by their manner and be­
haviour. Whereas, fome others are like a Sow with a 

Saddle, on whom whatfoever coil: you befiow, they £hall 
never look the better for it, their finery hanging upon: 
them, as if it had 0een fhak1d on with a pitchfork, and 
they in their rich apparel look as like Gentlewomen, 
as a Clown in a Buff-coat aRd Bandeleers, doth like 1 

a Soldier. And therefore on fuch as thefe, your 
expence mufi be lavi{h, and cofi extream: For they 
know that what they wear is only handfome, becaufe 
rich, and they are as careful in preferving, as they are 
neat in wearing, taking no more care of a Sattin­
gown, than fome would do of a Ruffet-coat ; flattering 
out that in a few months, which would have done an­
other credit, it may be, as many year,. 

Wifes Por- What is nex t to be thought for, is a portion, wherein 

t ion. as your care ihould he wary ·and provident; fo fhould 
it be alfo gentile and noble : not on the one hand 
to take in a charge without fome what to maintain it; 
nor on the other hand, to bargain for a Wife, as if you 
were higgling for an Horfe in Smithfield : For as pru­
dence would teach to aim at a fortune proportionable to 
the charge which all Wives bring with them ; fo the 
nature of f uch a tranfaction fhould induce us to be­

have our [elves in it, with fuch generofity as becomes 

it. 
Ji,fouey and And in the matter of wifeing, things being for the 

Love. mofl: part carried on by affection, fo in this refpect are 
we chiefly concern'd to make u[e of our difcretion : For 
a fair Wife without a Portion, is like a brave Houfe 
without Furniture, where a man may pleafe himfe1f with 
t he profpetl:, but there · is nothing within to keep him 
warm: And a Wife wi th a good portion) but with con­
ditions unfuitable, is like the fat land in the ff/ild, where 

there may be wealth, but in truth little pleafure befides. 
Therefore let a good face perf uade you to call, good 

: ,conditions to alight and enter, and a good portion put 
you to bed: For where wealth only is, there will be a 

cold affection; and where affection only is, there w ill 

be a cold content: For content will look pale, and love 
grow 
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grow feeble, where there is not an Efiate to keep them 

plump and fair. 

' 

5? 

'Tis true indeed, to marry a Woman of no fortune Cautiom 

is more allowable where there is an Efiate which doth about Afa­

nN need a portion : For in fuch a cafe you give the tri711ony. 

:!honger proof of your love, and m-1y be fuppos'd to lay 

a greater obligation ; and poilibl y you m:i y expect a 

readier fubmiflion to your wi11, and a greater compliance 

to your defires. Tho' many in that refpecl have found 

themfelves mifiaken ; no perfons being more exorbitant 

in their exce:ffes, than they which ~b rought the lcaft 

with them. And as they are commonly the proudeft 

when prefer'd, who before were the meanefr ; fo thofe 

wives are generally the coftliefi, who put leaft into the 

bag to maintain it. But in truth, this whole affair de-

pends fo much upon the good temper and prudence of 

the "\iVife, that if they be wanting, no other Argument, 

or confideration will anf wer your willies. 

But i~ you fuould marry a woman of little or no for­

tune, let her not be of a neceffitous family; I mean 

falling from what they had : For in confidence of their 

alliance to you, they will not fail to hang upon you : 

and if you be diifatisfied at it, you'll be judg'd unkind 

and churlilh; and the vVife for their fupply, muft 

either prove unnatural to them, or · elfe tempted to be­

come lefs faithful to you. 

But if it be your purpofo to raifc ou Fortune by :1 

\iVifc; 'tis the firfr advice to look high enough, becaufe 

'tis poffible fuch an application may fucceed; and if it 

do not, the difcredit is the lefs, to be difappointed in an 

arduous attempt. 
It is well too to have a profpecl in her family of a 

growing fortune which may make a fair addition to tbe 

prefcnt portion ; for all that comes on free-co ft : and 

tho' not to be trufied in, as no _dead mens Shoes arc; 

11et if it comes, it doth well; anJ fo much the better, 
J , ti 
becaufe not looK',d ·or. 

And the fame reafon !hould inJuce you to marry fuch 

as are a-k!n to Land; I mean, that have pot many 

Heirs to ft-and between them and an Inberitance: For , 

mony is a difpofeable commcdity, arid in the pa.ffage 

eafiiy flicks to the hands of tho[c vvho have the power 
. . H to 
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to tranf mit it. But Land is an apparent vifible Efl:ate, 
which the Law hath fo provided for, that it cannot be 
conceal'd. And therefore is found fometimes running in 
thofe channels, which lay off, at a great diftance from 
the firft Fountains; as I could particularly infi-ance in a 
perfon well known to me, into whofe hands' an Eftate fell 
in lefs than twenty ye_ars, between whom and it, there 
were fix and twenty perfons intervening. 

And here alfo may regard be had, to Relations 
whofe good word and countenance may be an help 
and furtherance to you · in your way : For it is an old 
faying, .II friend at Court is as good as a pound in a man', purfe: and there is a kind of Smock-Simony; which 
may be more lawful and more gainful than that of the 
Black-coat; when a man may be Son-in-law, or kinf­
man to the next good place that falls , or at leaft may 
be handed in to fuch a convenience, as where one may 
converfe with gain, or by experience and counfel may 
he fairly put on; or by the reflection of the ·sun which 
{bines on fuch a friend, may be made more lightfome 
'and perfpicuous to the view of thofe, which we have a 
mind {hould fee 'us. 

Hav~ng thus £x'J upon your choice, the next con- _ 
fideration is how to obtain her : vV herein 'tis of prin­
cipal ufe, to convince her th::it yo_u entertain for her 
the hi ghefi affection : for as there is no perfon fo un­
lovely, but thinks her fr:lf worthy to be loved ; fo is 
there a natural inclination in love to beget love, and 
(unkfs in fame particular exceptions) feldom fails of 
procuring, if not fo much kindnefs, at leafi fo much 
commiferation, as to incline the beloved to give a fur­
ther opportunity of a<ldreffing her. 
· Efpeciall y too, if iove be recommended with fuch 

becoming importunity, as well admits of no denial; 
when Rhetorick is not fhained by bumbaft expreffions; 
but fuch words · are found out, as feem to be on_ly di­
ctated by affe~ion, wherein the heart hath the grcateft, 
and ,,vit no other ihare, than to give them a lovely pro-. . , nunciat1on. 

Wherein fuch confiancy muft be obferv'd, as may 
give t-he greateil evidence of your affection: For wo men 
being feniible that this is · that wherein their ftrength 

lie th, 
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lieth, at.1d that they are never likely fo to domineer, 

·as now, when your hopes are dead or alive as they 

fmile or frown; they take pleafure to Tantalize you, 

and fuew their own preheminence; and do by yo_u, 

as thofe Chirurgions, who tho' they intend to make a 

cure at la.ft, yet to ferve their own turns, keep you 

long in hand, and intermit their lenitive emplaifi:ers, 

with thofe which may corrode an"d vex you. And in 

truth, women never fo well revenge themfelves on men, 

as when they fend them fneaking away, difappointed 

in their expeB:ations : and that which is the mifchief 

on't, the bufinefs is not aB:ed in a corner, but the 

world mufl: be a publick witnefs of the defeat ; when 

in the , midfl: 9f all your gallantry, you are routed 

Horfe and Foot, and triumphed over by fuch an ene­

my, as gives no other reafon why fhe will not, but be­

caufe fue will not. 
And therefore in fuch cafes, they mufl: be dealt wit~, 

as Stalkers do with bobbed Patridges, give them time 

till they may be brought about again : for their own 

inconfl:ancy will not let them be long in the fame 

mind, but that VJ eather-cock which fl:ands to the cold 

-North to day, you may find (perhaps) to the warm 

South to morrow. 
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And here obferve alfo, that there is much eloquence Prifent1 N 

in prefents; of which Solomon fays, That tbey hlind the Sweet­

eyes of the wife; Wherein 'tis difcretion to chufe fuch hearts. 

as are likely to gain her approbation rather by fittin g 

her humour than by draining your purfe ; and fuch 

too, as may be lafting, and frequently in her view, 

to excite a grateful memory of the gin:r. For this rea-

fon, Seneca ( writing of benefits) obferves, that a piece 

of plate is a prefe:1t more judicioufly chofen than ap-

parel or more perifhable furniture. And thefe are frill 

more to the purpofe than Meats or Wines : and for 

th~ fame reafon a Ring, a Snuff~ box, a WatC!'"h, an Ebug, 

are fitter to prefent to your Mifl:refs than $ilks or rich 

Lace:;; and your expenfive treats muil: be of rarer 

ufe, which are almofl: forgotten as foon as the tafie is 

off the Palate; and are only ufeful, when by their 

jollity they may allay an aufterer temper, or you are 

in hopes th::it by a more publick condefcenfion, there 
H 2 · may 

. \ 
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may be a Hop given to any purpofe o f r et racting: 
Otherwife doubtlefs pr ivacy affords the befi w o ing; and 
they wiil comply moil:, when they may hide thei r blufhes 
in your bofom. 

But if you fail of your · cxpccr::i.tion , anJ your fuit • 
want fuccefs; let it be your care to come fairly off, 
bv no means endeavouring to ab:ite your difgrace in the difappointment, by cafting any blemifh upoa the 
perfon you have rr,ade your ad<l reffes to: For as I al­
ways abhorred that love, which becaufe it could not 
fpeed, was con verted into hate ; fo helve I thought 
their come-off no lefs unvvortby, who to qualify the 
blemi!h of their being deni ed , have not fcruple<l to 
vilify and difp:uage the perfons, whom a little before 
they preter~deu to deify anJ ado1 e. It is therefore 
doubtlef more noble to let the world fee, that you 
had integrity i11 you r inten tio us, and were r::ither un­
fortunate than 5afe ; miftakcn rather in the thoughts 
of your own worth, which is common to men, than 
in tbe conceptions of her .wQrtbinefa; and being Hill 
defirous to keep thofe as friends, whom yo u cannot 
obtain as nearer relations; For methrnks 'tis very un­
jt.:H, not to ihew civility and rcf~e8: at all times after, 
to on_e whom yo~t have ever addreiTed in the way of 
marriage. 

Extrava- If your court!hip be c rowned w ith fu ccefs, remember, gancc in be rememb_red 'tis now the time to be confiderately 
JP'eJdingJ. joyful, ah~ to '.obferve the goldeIJ mien of moderated 

freenefs: not to lunch out into fuch extravagance, as 
may render you fufp Bed to the fober; nor guilty of any fuch poornef.,, as may juftly fuhjec't you to the 
cer,fure of t! e v.,;r.,r: For at; the day if cur efpo,fals, 
!hould be the day of the gladnrfs of our bcr'r!s; fo is it 
great folly to ]et the fi :-eam overfio w its banks at fuch 
a rate, as that the Channel foould be the {hallo\ver fo r 
jt e,er after. ,,-.ho' I am no enemy to Nuptial }'ea fls, 
yet I have - thought t hem no lefs than m2.d, which to 
fit others with V,l eduing-Gloves, J1ave brought them­
feJves in ~ .few years to .vant workir~g-day Shoes; run­
ning fo far in debt, to celebrate that one fefiival, ;:3.s 
h,1s made them keep a fort of Lent all the reft: of 
their lives. Whilfi: others therefore wi!h you joy, know 

the 
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the foundation of it mufl: be in your felves; and that 

is likely to be moft, which begins, fo that it may hold 

out, and taketh care that the Garments of the follow­

ing years may be made ( at leafi) by the pattern of the 

W edding-Cloaths. 
Being now fafely moored in the hap?y harbour of 

a well -d·ifpofed wife, let it be your firft c:1re to pro-

., mote her Piety; which I do not fpeak of as 'tis your du­

ty, but as expedient to advance your content and well­

fare: For as doubtlefs 'tis no mean policy to be good; 

God either givir.g fuch his blefiing in the things of this 

Jife, or recompencing the wan t of thefe with the things of 

, a better : So Religion is not the Jeaft of thofe means, where­

by all focie ties arc prcferved in their particular interefr. 
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And upon the fame fcore, 'tis gra:it pruelence to pre- Aj/ability. 

ferve in the freihcfl: remembrance and vigour, that con-

5ugal .i.ffeclion , which if it did not at firH: bring you 

togethe:-, yet doubtlefs fnould be of prime defign in this 

condit ion; Love feafons and gives an agreeable reli{h 

to thofe accidents in life, which without it, would 

prove naufeous, and create difguft . Thofe Husbands 

are Fools, who think to have the fubjeB:'ion of their 

"\Vives, not by the exercifes of .1ffcB.ion, but the af-

fcrting their own authorities: For ~vhatever is com-

pell'd , waits for an opportunity to l·e deny'd ; and 

they that rule over the unwilling, find the trouble as 

great to keep in obedience, as the pleafure to be obey'd. 

1).ll cor:ipultion being a violent motion, which upon 

every ce{fation of the moving power, returns again to 

its natural bent; whereas that which is from a prin-

.ciple witbin, moves regularly, and is commonly moil: 

active in oppofition. For which reafon we read tbat 

Lo'l1e is as Jlrong as Death, and many lf7aters cannot quench 

Love ; it bein g that active affection which makes us 

willing to do, willing to fuffer, willing to give, and 

willing to forgive : For Love covers a mu!titude of 

fins, not only by overlooking them, and allo-vving 

rhe fairef!: interpretation to all that will admit it;_ but 

by being ready to forgive what may be done amifs, 

and accepting of any acknowledgment for fatisfacl:ion : 

Thus fodering by a fpeed y compofure tbofe cafual breacb­

t:s, which difaffecrion frill makes wider; fo that what 
was 
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was at firfr ·but accidentally offenfive, by after-exag- · 
geration proves to be the, caufe . of a :final feparation. 
And therefore without doubt. there fu0uld be the greateft -­
caution to preferve this affeclic;m like the Apple of the 
Eye, which no mote !hould' offend ; and to compofe 
thofe ftrifes with the greate!l: fpeed, wfiich may give 
an allay to mutual kindnefs: for doubtlefs they are 
inexcufeable, who upon occafional difcontents affeB: a 
fullennefs, and think to give a weight to their anger 
by the contiriuaI)ce; whereas in very deed, all that 
time the Heart frets; and Love, if it do · not lie a 
bleeding, yet grows faint, for want of the exercife of 
kindnefs ; and will not be long ere it fall into a con­
fumption, if fuch occurrents be but as frequent, as they 
are pernicious. And furely in this cafe 'tis vain to 
:fhain _ceremony, and expetl: who £hall comply fidl: : 
for we_ will not fay who is the il:oute-fl: ; but of this 
we are fure, they who comply firfi, are the wifeit. · 

Obferve too, that 'tis greatly expedient (if fuch dif .. 
putes happen) to avoid all fuch language as hath any 
-pjtternefs in it: For it finks deep into the mind, and 
is hardly obliterated with any after-excufe; givi11g cau[e 
to fuf pell: · that it was the iffue of 4 fefl:ered heart, and 
that a precipitate paffion did not produce it, but dif­
cover it : So that what might eafily be compos'd, as 
to the matter of the offence, proves almoil: remedilefs, 
as to the words. _ 

With this, take notice, that nothing is more mif­
chievous than fuch an expreffion, as may profefs a 
difaffeB:ion: For affure your felf, t here's much wifdom, 
even there to pretend the highcfl: love, where 'tis but 
indifferent; :rnd to behave your felf with all fuch ex­
prefiions of kindnefa, as may give no caufe to fopec?c 
that you love not : For if once they are perfwaded of 
that, they take you for an enemy, and make it their 
bufinefs to plot aga infc you, and lay contrivances to ad­
va.pce their own intere!l: at any expencc of yours. 
And if once it come to that pafs, you may bid fare-. 
well to yoar peace and content . w bile ycu Ii ve toge­
ther: For the joint intere!l: between the Man and the 
\ V ife is the great cement of their affairs, that which 
d9th unite their defrgns, and purpofes. For as it was 

faid 
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faid that they twain /hall be one flejl/; fo is it intended, 
that their intereft ( twofold oefore) iliould become one, 
that with a joint endeavour they may drive on the 
good of both ; which therefore £hould be tendered with 
as great a caution, as that Rind which .caufes the Graft 
and Stock to grow together. 

For which reafon, I ever thought it no prudence for Man and , 
man and wife to have two purfes. The Bed and the Wife ont 
Purfe being two things, wherein a mutual iliaring Ptlrfa, 
breeds kindnefs and confidence ; and they are feldom 
double, where there is not divifion. For, as without 
doubt there is all the reafon, that ilie who join'd her 
St9ck to yours, and put in her Portipn, iliould enjoy 
a reafonable part of her own, even in the gratification 
of her fancy : So is it befi, that lhe do that out of 
the common Purfe; wherein "tis like lhe'll ufe greater 
prudence and moderation, than where {he is her own 
carver without infpection. And as on ;the one hand, a 
private purfe inclines to a private defign, and tends tQ 
promote an interefi: that is too particularly their own: 
So on the other hand, where they are kept iliort, 
and depriv'd of that freedom to command your purf~ 
in a meaf ure that is convenient, they repine at their 
refi:raint, and either wiih in. their hearts that you 
were , removed, or apply themfelves to fhifts that ar(! 
bafe and degenerous ; fupplying their defires by fuch un~ 
handfome means, as many times prove not only dif,.. 
graceful to them, but pernicious to you: For while yo4-
refufe to fupply their expences on the fcore of kindnefs, 
they are induc'd to feek for thofe that will; a,nd think 
it jufl: to make repayment in that coin, which _whether 
rou will or no, they mufi: have. in their own keep-
mg. , 

For this reafon, a Husband ought to conform (as far 1ltan and; 
as prudence will allow) to the humour of the wife, fo Wife to 
as md. y · be mofr to her content. For there is none co~fom1 tu 
of them which marry with an intent to be flaves, om another. 
but promi.fe to themfelves that pleafure and conveni-
ence in your Society, which· they conceive themfelyes 
incapable to enjoy without you; which if they want 
from you, their own wit i;1 duceth them to feek elfe-
where: vVhen-:e it is:, thc.t I have known fome who· 

entered 
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entered into the· married State with the greatefl: affeBiorr1 

promifrng to tbemfel ves as much content in an Hus­

band as their love and good opinion had rais'd their 

expeB:ations up to; but after, being difappointed - in 

their experience, and finding the Tavern and company 

£hari ng fo deep in what: they look'd for, they grew def­

perately difcor:itented ; and thinking it equal to req1,1ite 

th . ir negle8: with t he like, they foon found out thofe 

who would ·attend u po n t hem with that courdhip and 

com plaifance which were wanting in their Husbznds. 

And Yerily who cc uld think the thing unreafonable? 

for while friends on bot,1 fides lamented the misfortune:, 

they could not btJt acknowledge that the thing was 

jufi:: For by our nature, Man is a Jociable Creature, 

and efpecially the woman, whofe very creation was for 

focie ty, and with the defign that man might not be alone; 

and therefore above all things, they h:ite Solit:.1de, and 

can with no p:itience endure to be mew'd 1:1p till mid­

night, . while you are carnufing it at a Tavern : and you 

cannot think it a wonder, if at fuch a time they fport 

wi th your fervants at home, when you are ·abroad; 

which you m:iy judge not done with any ill intention, 

but merely for amufement. 

And fur ther, confider how long tl=iat love is Ii ke to 

lafi-, where the blundring Hus'b2nd comes home l ike a 

fous'd Hogs-head, wi th a fie am of f moke and drink 

would almofr choak 2. Greenlander, who h::i.th been 

fed with blubber : Imagine how acceptable fuch a Por­

poife muft needs be to the neatncfs and curioiity of a. 

well-bred woman, who cannot but loath a fpeB:acle of 

that deformity ; and canr:ot but contemn that ridiculous 

magpye, which ch,Hters any thing that comes next, to, 

the juft provocation of a more Hayed and temperate 

judgment; fo that wh::i t fuould dcfcr·:e their love and re­

fpeB:, becomes the loathed object of their contempt and 

fco rn. 
And that which is the mifrbief on't too, to fee the 

fot take upon him in that tune, and exercife his Hus­

bandly authority, like a i\/fayor of 6!3-eenborough, and 

with a5 much difcreticn ·: \Nhcn the Jifc;reet wornan fees 

lier head noddin ~ out his comm:1nds, with lefs wit th?.n 

a Gander on a Green; gt icving in her heart th:u pro-
\' idence 
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tridence hath join'd her, where an Horfe and an Afs 

mutt draw together: And then you may bid farewell, 

not only to that love which you might. have had, but 

alto that authority you fuould have : for never think 

tbat that woman fubmitteth willingly, to whom ber 

Husband behaves not himfelf like a man of under­

fianding. 
And by this you may ✓perceive how much the dif­

cretion of the man conduceth to the marring or making 

of a Wife. For of how many hopeful women doth 

daily ~xperience give us an account, whom their Hus- • 

bands folly hath miferably undone~ while they have 

cared rather to be ferviceable to their own prefent hu­

mours, than their future content; or have · thought it 

better to <leal in hacking and hewing, than in a gentle 

bendi~g thofe pliant Ofiers, which might eafily have 

been wrought, as prudence vrould have had them: 

And I believe you will generally find upon ob[erva-Women 

tion, that wives are more eafily drawn than driven; andjlubborn. 

that there are very few, even of the beil: of them, 

which will fairly bear to be fowrely told of thofe things, 

which yet they are wiiling to mend. And therefore 

all fuch plaifiers mufr be foftly applied; and a weari-

nefs had, not to find fault in the hearing of others, 

,,-,hich may beget a Jifiai1e in thofe things, where no 

unkindnefa would be take11 upon a private rebuke. And 

in truth, the reputation of a Wife in this point of ber 

fufficiency, iliould be tend red by us as a choice concern, 

e{peci2.lly among thofe, ~)Ver whom fhe exercifeth any 

tJ-iing of command: For you will foon find a very fmall 

matter will give tho{e occafion to defpife her authority, 

who by your conYittion {hall be judg'cf worthy of blame. 

And truly 'tis .hard to pi:eferve young Wives from the 

contempt of their Servants; who will much more rea-

dily deride their little indifcretions, than obey their rea-. 

fonable commands; efpeciall y when the new maid · is 

an old play -fellow, and is almofl to learn the diffe-

rence betw-een f port and obedience; or rs one that hath 

been fo beaten to the world, as hath put her, tho' not 

out of the need, yet out of the conceit of being com­

manded. And therefore to aifert the Wife's authority 

the more, . 'tis beft th:.tt {he, rule the roafl: altogether in 
I the 

" 
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the houfe; and if you interpafe, it fhould ' ~e rather by 
way of advice and affifiance, _than _fuperiority. And in , 
very deed they are pitiful fouls, which can't let the wo­
men alone with their Pipkins and Pies, but are peeping 
to find fault in the feminin~ jurifditl:ion ; and efi:eem it 
one of their eminent virtues, that they are very frugal 
in Dripping and Kitcfon-fi:uff. 

The truth is, there's a great deal of reafon that the 
Wife tbould always be born with, as the weaker veffel; 
there being many occaiions not only to difiurb their dif­
cretion, but alfo to raife their pa:ffion; the conftitution 
of their bodies being more morft, and fubjec:l: to the domi­
nion of the moon the mofi: changeable of the Planets . 
.Beiides the many infirmities which Child-bearing bhng­
cth; the obftrucl-ions, ::i.nd fumes, which befal their 
more delicate confi-itutions: Upon all which it is meet, 
we fhould give honour to the wife, as the weaker ve.ffel; 
not contending with them, becaufe we are more robuft, 
but bearing with them becaqfo we are (q. 

Yet in all foch things v1herein you comply w~th the 
c!efi.res of the vVife, 'tis much the beH: to alt in it freely: 
.For if they m_u:O: watch to take you in the humour, 
or work it out of you by their art, tbey congratulate 
_their own 5ki11, and ack nowledge no kindnefs; fo yo1:1 
lofe the thanks, and no obli!:rntion: WJiereas the main 
defign flwu1d be to ingage afteltion by kindneffes Row­
ing, .and not firain'd ; and even, where neceffity denies, 
the refufal ihould be fo convey'd, a-6 thait lhe may per­
ceive 'twas fo, becau fe it could not be, not becaufe you~ 
would not that it iliould be. 

F.i ther•in- If providence fo ~ifpofe of you, as tnat you marry 
Lt1w. a Wif~ that brings Children with her by another Hus .. 

band, as your concerns are more, fo o_ught the exerci­
fes of your prudence too : And the rather, becaufe there 
lies on you that general fufpicion, which all Father-in­
laws labour under. And therefore to prev-ent that, 'tis 
good to walk by that gerieral rule, to do by them in all 
things, as if they were your own. And this not only a 
confcience -of your duty lhould induce you to, being 
plac'd by providence in th~ roo.m of a Father; but alfo 
a dread, left fuch a fucceffor' fhould be given you, who 
may retaliate on yours the unkindnefs or injuftice you 

have· 
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have exercifed to them. ·And . doubtlefs, if ill-gotten 

goods bring fuch a canker with them, as foon eats out 

the e:H:ates they come to; there's none devours with a 

greater greedinefs, than the Orphans and Widows mo­

ney : God having taken that title upon him, that he is 

the God of the Jatherlefs and widow, to let the world 

know, th:it he hath a peculiar Guardianfhip of them 

and their concerns, and will himfelf. revenge their in­

ju,ries, tho' therr impotence make them more liable to 

fuffer, and lefs · able to vindicate their fufferings. And 

withall, your care iliould be as ftudious for their eduta­

tion, that being not the lea!l: wherein 
0
we !hew our pa­

ternal kindnefs to thofe that are our own. And if the 

Fowls of the Air leave not their youn·g ones, till they 

have fhew'd them the way to get their own livings; it 

!hould be your endeavour to do that bufinefs for them, 

which death prevented their own Father in, neither be 

offended if the mother fuould feem fonde!l: of them : 

For there's reafon that ilie !hould compenfate the Father's 

lofs with a more abundant tendernefs, and exprefs that 

a double-portioned affection, which before ran in a 

d0uble, now but in a fingle channel. 

In the way of Houfe-keeping avoid Hangers-on, thofe HoK_Je-keep­

Ries which attend the fle{h of other men's 'Tables, anding. 

requite you with their maggots; who rob you un~er a 

finer notion, that of plain fie,aling; or at befi, Ji,ke 

thofe beggers who give you an half-farthing toothpick, 

that they may receive your two-pence. Such as thefe 

ihall your fervants have to ferve their turn vvith a 

wet-finger; and pay them largely, not with their own 

money, but your meat: which if you connive at, they 

praife you highly, and you are their very good Ma-

ftcr; a_nd when they have undone you, £hall do you 

this kindnefs, to fay 'tis pity, for you were no bodies 

enemy but your own. 
Yet think 'not much to be free in the relief of thofe Almr,, 

you know to be poor, and labour, with indu!l:ry to get r(~ht!y ap­

their own living: For Alms to the idle, is like greafe ply'd. 

to a Cart-wheel, which makes it go round the eafier, 

but frill t.Jpon the fame axle; whereas fopply to thofe 

who are wanting, yet laborious, ox: impotently neceffi­

tous, is a debt due to their want; yet of that nature, 

F I 2-- that 

• f 
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that while we pay what is their due, God ac,epts it as · 
a loan, and -hath put himfelf under an obligation to 
make repayment. And truly I have obferved, that 
while I have known many undo themfelves with rio­
tous Houfe-keeping, entertaining needlefs guefis, and 
id1e-be1lies; I could never yet meet with any, · who 
could fay he was the poorer, l}ay, the richer, for . 
fuch acts of charity, as were done to the needy : But 
that fuch difhibutions, like the loaves of our Saviour a• 
mong the four thoufand, leave behind them ·more baskets 
of fragments, for the heirs to give away, than the 
principal was in 9.uantity, which the Father fo expend­
ed. 

Yet 'tis not prudence to allow your fervants the li­
berty of difpofing your Charity ; for one band to give, 
is enough in a purfe. And that Charity is the befi, 
which h:ith the fpirit of difccrning. 

Cu/lly En- Be not given to tbe humour of cof!:ly entertainments: 
tcrta i 11- For I have often fecn tba.t men of that fancy, have 
ments. inverted the Calendar, and have found their Fafis after 

their Fefiivals; who when they have fpent all, have 
been as wekome to their guefts, as a former Wife's old 
Cloaths to a new-married Bride. Befides, the obliga­
tion which you lay people under by your entert~inments, 
is a very -inadequate purcbafe for your money. For, 
the greatefl: number of thofe wl10 have fared well at 
your table are, notwithflanding, more inclined to con­
demn your expence than to acknowledge your kindnefs; 
and to ridicule fome things you might fail in, rather 
than fairly accept -what you courteoufly intended. 

But the entertainment of. great perfons is a greater 
vanity: For they think they oblige you, in doing you. 
tbe honour to eat up your Cheer; which to them 
who fare fumptuoufly every day, is nctbing extraordi­
nary; fo that infiead of accepting your civility, they are 
more likely to refent it as· an affront that it was no richer; 
and what {hall be indeed profufion in you, ha~dly pa!fes 
with them for a competent provifion. Nay tnore, 
it will not engage their favour, or their .cufiom; they 
look down upon you w ith contempt for it: It wou'd 
not pafa for a reafon with a Vv' itty Peer, which a tradef­
man gave why he demanded a .... higher price for his 

goods, 
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goods, than they might be bought for, in the unpolite 

part of the town, viz. that he kept a table fit for his 

Grace to dine at, and at which he !hould be glad to 

have the honour o( his Company, whereas the fuburbian 

lived in a mean fordid manner, at a very little expence; 

and could therefore take five Guineas lefs in thirty. 

Ay, quoth his Grace, then I'll buy my cabinet of him, 

a:nd come and dine with you. 

What I have here faid of entertainment, I intend Accidental 

not of fuch as are accidental guefi:s, perfons that come Gttejh. 

to vifit in kindnefs: For to fuch as thefe, entertain-

ment is due, and ought to be free, and proportioned 

to the quality of the perfons concerned, with that 

beartinefs and plenty, which may pronounce a hearty 

weicorne: And indeed,-· fuch intercourfcs as thefe, are 

ni ceffa ry to prefe rve a mutual friendfhip, and keep alive 

the remembrance of that kindred and relation, which 

otherwife, like unremoved Logs, would grow into that 

earth, which at firfi begat them. 

But what houfe foever you keep when friends arep, . p 
. I . I d. d . f: b tazn ra-

w1 t 1 you, et your or mary an pnvate are e never vijion. ~ 

c_ofl-ly; but fuch, as- tho' very g9od in its kind, yet 

plain, and w holefome, to fortify Nature, and to nou-

rjlh, not to tickle the Palate: For to pleafc a ni~e ap-

p!:'.tite, is an expenfive humour, and doubles that charge 

which Houfe-keeping .bringeth; while the Sauce is more 

than the l\1eat; ~md 'tis as dear to cook a Dilh, as to 

provide ·it. 'Tis a furprizing and intolerable vanity in · 

fome who can relifh nothing but what is dear, and 

who never dcfire fi{h, but when they are farthefi from 

{bore; only loving Peafe, when they are fcarce to be 

had; and Cherrie~, when they are ty'd on fiicks. . 

In buying provifions, be your own Caterer; wherein Yo!ir own 

at leafi you may have this convenience, that you may Caterer. ' 

ple~{e your felf. Befid~s, however faithful your fervant ,... 

may be, you cannot expetl: that he iliould part with 

your coin, with that care and difficulty as you would 

your felf, whofo daily feeling how much provifion 

qoth pinch, makes wary, and . hard to be drawn to 

expenc(!. 
But be chiefly dqvis'd not to run on the fcote; for 

you mf!y be afiured, that with greater advantage you 
may 
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may take up money at u·fe to pay ready down: For· 
there's none of ti.em al1, but reckon how they forbear, · 
and will be fore to be allow'd, not only becaufe they 
muft flay fo_r their money, but truft; there being no­
thing fo certain in this world, as that which is prefent. 
You ,vill alfo find that a true Proverb, That the heft is 
hdf cheap: For befides that in fldh, there's much the 
lcfs quantity of bones for the weight, where they are 
covered almoft twice of the thicknefs ; in all other 
things you'll find much the lefs waH:e, becaufe that 
which is good goes down without fcraps, while parings 
and refufe go a great way in what is not. Servants ma­
king no fcruple to caft that to the Dogs, which they 
are foon apt to think is not good enough to them-
fel ves. . 

Servan/I Be alfo affur'd, that the heft of Servants muft be 
,ver-/ook'd,over-look'd : For it is rare to find thofe, who will not 

make wafie: And as it is fit they lhould have to the 
fol], their meat being a great part of their wages of 
their work; fo there are few of them who do not la­
bour under fulnefs of bread ; and none that confider 
what ,they would be glad of, when they come to keep 
a-poor houfe of their own. 

In your buying Provifions, you'll- find it befl: to go 
to their Fountains: For the farther from thence, fo 
much the dearer. There being · n·o fecond-hand but 
what' will have fomething ftick to his 'fingers, fo that 
while he· hath his gains, the Commodity is inhanc'd ; 
and that which is his livelihoorl, muft be what you give 
more than he paid. 

'Tis alfo beft to buy by- tne great : All Chapmen , 
complying much fooner for much than for a little ; 
their gains by fo much being the more confiderable, 
and their put-off the greater. But then muft your 
proveditor !:re ~ary, and fo give out the ftore which ' 
you have provided, as remembring the place to fpare, 
is never at the bottom. Befrde the much more eafi.nefs 
to wa.fie or embezzle out the greater quantities, where 
a little taken is not difcerned: For which reafon, it is 
not fafe to trufi a Servant at an whole heap ; there be­
irtg very few of that integrity, as to keep their hands 
fron'! picking, wh~n 'tis hard to p'!ove · that they were 

unfaithful; 
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.tinfai~hful ; and even if they were hov,eft, it is not 
"fit to te,npt w~rh opportunity. 
· If God lhall give you Children, it is the c\uty which Mother1 
e~ch Mother owes to her off-fpring, to be its N urfe, as their own 
well as Bearer; and therefore not to be neglected, but Nurfn. 
only when necefiity makes the excufe : But if you put 
them auroad, chufe out a Nurfe by thefe directions; 
whert;of I have had fo good experience, that in the pla-
'cing out of fourteen of you, I never yet had caufe t9 
remove one, till it was time that you {hould be brought 
home. 

I. Let her be a lively wo~an; thofe fl:irring fpjrits not Choice of 4 
only having fewer dregs to make their milk unwholefom.e, Nurfe. 
but their cheerfulnefs exbilirates the Babe, and gives it 
a more pleafurable life and motion too; while fuch 
whofe fprightlinefs can't abide to fit, mu!l: dance the child 
about, or give it fome fuch-agitation and divertifement; 
whe.n lumpiih .women let it _hang in arms, till it be al-
mofr crippled for want of change. ~ 

2. 'r,hen let her be healthy comph~xioned, of fuch 
frelh ruddinefs, as !hews lhe's not infirm: But chiefly take 
care that £he have no hereditary mifchief; fuch as may 
~e fuck'd in by yours unto its detr{ment, may be re­
m~dilefs. 

3. L~t her be mu,ch given to be cleanly; this greatly 
conduces to health, which depends in ~ great degree 
upon neatn~fs in us all ; But efpeciall y in f uch little 
ones, whom Nature hath not moulded to perfection; but 
t_hat 'tis purging out a mo~e abunda(\t excrem~nt: For 
v,hiC;h caufe, we may daily fe.e _the- very Brutes ojficiou~ 
in this kind of car<:!. . 4: Then be £he fuch an one · as li..v'1s not by the pen .. •· 
ny, but hath a Cow or two at leaft, or fuch fupplie,s 
as 'niay prevent the pinching of the belly through want: 
For where the purfe mt.ifr bleed for every· pint of Milk 
the .Child muft eat, 'twill be not , imp;obable it many 
times may go without. Whence 'tis obferv;,d, that 
meat is much lefs free in all fuch houfes (l!owfoever 
rich) where all comes· in by· daily ~u:rthafe; than at, 
the Farmers, from whofe Barns and Stores thete come 
fupplies, for which no prefent money is expended. 

Bi. 
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Be careful t~o, the Husband be not given unto drink :. 

For at fame ,time or other, he'll come home in fuch 

'a condition, as may endanger much the little weak-

,· ling. And if in fuch difturbances they many times do 

mifchief to themfelves, 'tis to be feared a greater mif­

chief may befal fuch a little one as cannot help its 
~I~ . 
- And it is befr there be agreement 'twixt the man 

and wife: For none can tell what rafh aB:ions there 

may be done, when they are in rage; o·r how the 
Child may fuffer when they can fcarcely be diftinguifh­

ed from mad people: For contefts which happen be­
tween men and wives, are moftly m anaged in fo much 

· heat, as frequently produce actions which we repent of, 
when we cannot help our felves. · 

. 1f you are provided to your good liking; be not too 

hafry in the fetching of it home: at two yea·rs end 

js foon enough; and that's confirm'd by my experience 

in not a few, all kept abroad till they could run about 

the houfe. alone. 
· B ut when they are brought home, be not a means 

to fpoil you r hopes w ith too much fondnefs. The 

lefs the Child is loll' d in Arms, the better. . And by 

fo mt1ch the food of it is good and plain, by fo much the 

~ealthier you £hall h ave it: For all fweet t]1ings cloy 
t l:e Stomack; and m ultiplied in variety, both are of 

difficult digefiiori. T he .il:omach better deals with fim­
ple food ; fro m whence much eafier, and more furely, 

.it contract, a fi rmer nourifhment. And tho' Phyfici­

ans generall y decry the ufe of Milk, as too Phlegma­

ti t k, yet mine ow n experience as much afferts it; 

t here .being ten of you, who I believe may vye with 

fuch a number of any one m an's in the world befide, 

for health, firength and firaitnefs , w ho have been all 

true Trojans at a Milk-bowl. 
A nd furely it -is beft, n ot to fi int Children in their 

food ; fo that fuppers be ligh t, and not too near to 

bed ward: For they are generally m ade more greed y 

by denial; and if they light on opportu nity, w ill gorge 

t h.cm feves into a furfeit; w hen t hey that ufually feed 

while they will, know when they have enough. 

' Tis 
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'Tis. a.lfo befi: to break your Children of their wills, Children'1 

t?en with the fooneft; and bring them to that pafs, to 0/xdimce. 

know y~)Ur will, not theirs, muft be their Law : For 

'tis an intolerable pla~ue, to pleafe the-m in their hu-

mours; ancl as pernicious to t1Jemfc::lves, there beinn­

fometimes a neceility their minds fhould Hot be follo\:-cd: 

which then they fret a:id fume at to their hurt; where-

as, when once they're taught to fubmit, and kept to 

that, they forthwith I-eave off to difpute, and readily 

comply with that, which not their fancy, but your 

J~1dgmcnt iha1l think fit; and wi-tho.1t blubbering, and 

ftir, give up themfelvcs to a filent obedience: \Vhich is 

m9.fr eafily dfeB:cd by fuch a tenor of behaviour, which 

is regular, conftant and _uniform, fo that they know what 

they are t~ expeef-. 
Do not torment your Children with the curiofity of Chi!drtll 10 

Apparel, when they (to keep their Cloaths 11eat) muR: 1,fe Excr­

be rdhai ned from excr~ife, as neceffa ry for their health, c·ife. 

llii their meat i's. -Natu re having fo difpos'J the if1cli-

, natiot1 of your.g things, that they are gamcfome alf in 

foch a meafure, that the more flothful creatures are vcrv 

lively in their youths ; and the yoHng Calves and Lamb\ 

do skip ancl play, while their more fober dams look 

gravely on: And 'tis bccaufe tbere are more n oifl: and 

cruder humo urs ordained to afford a freer nouriil1ment 

for fupply of growth, that Hanel in need of a more 

abundant difcuffion, and digeibon. And indeed there's 

none of us, tho' much inclined to deny our felve~ to 

ferve our· pric:e, but think it a refha int, vexatious 

enoug~1, to be confin'd to touch not, tajlc not, handle 

not; And 'tis ri<l icu Jous to fee when a nice Lady is 

dreCr as fine as bands can mace her, with what a caution 

foe's aware, lcfi: any dirty thillg lhould touch li er ; and 

i6 in need of a glafo cover, where her finery may well 

be feen, an<l yet fecur'd . Then what vexation is it for 

a cbil<l that's fu ll of life, -and fond of plai, to be ke?t in 

withou t motion, 1ei1: it fuoul<l foul its apron, or put a 

knot or curl out of its proper fi.tuation ! 
\Vhen they're grown big enough to be font to School, Children t(} 

'tis bcft to· place them out at board: For Children whengotoSchoo!. 

pu t out to boarJ , arc taught betimes to make their · 

party guo<l , with others; and learn in forne mea(ure that 

ur, to overfee their own concerns, which they have fo 

K much 
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much need of in the world: For in a kin<l of fittle Com­
monwealth they learn tbofe fubtilties in fm al1er Volumes, 
which afterward helps their praB:ice in their weightier 
affairs; when the elder trapan the younger, till they are 
abus'd, grow wifer, and learn more wit by their ex pe- ' 
rience, which they foon exercife upon the refl.-. And 
forely 1 have feen fo much of craft among thefe young 
ones, to bring to pafs their projects, and ·cunning wa­
rinefs to fnun and difappoint an oppofi~e contrivance; 
that I have thought it could not be, that Cat fhould fail 
to moufe well, which was thus pracl:ic'd in all taking arts, 
w hen but a kitling. 

Befides the g reat advant1ge of their m utual derifioh, 
w ben 'tis a fha me to do thofe things which are unhand­
fome, wh ich they'll not fa il to vex the faulty with ; 
by which means I have known fome foon reclaim'd, 
when fober counfel, yea and correction too, was without 
effect. 

Nor is the help which they afford ea-ch other in their 
learning lefs. conftderable; when the lefs knowing may 
confult the wifer, and have a fa tisfaclion more accom­
m odated unto their underfranding, than by a fupcrior 
in.firucl:ion. 

They are likewife in tbis courfe und.er fuch a con­
fiant Difcipline, fo over-look'd, and fix'd to mind the 
main defign, and fet befide occafions of diverfion ; that 
without doubt, if God gives wherewith to bear the 
char.ge, there's no expedient like this for their Educati­
on; -provided that you u[e the greatefl: ,caution, both for 
their manners · and their learning: For the impre$.ons 
are gre1t w bich exa mple gives 'in that fo pl iant age, 
whic h genera lly is pro ne to clofe with that which in its 
confequences is pern icious. 

For w hich caufo I've obferved many acquire fuch loofo 
habits, as have undone' their F ather's hopes, and pro­
fiituted themfelves to fuch diffolutenefa , that t~1ey were 
irrecoverable. There is alfo another lois of time which 
can hardly admit of redemption; and th:i.t is, when a 
child is plac'd with thofe whofe faculti es afford not, 
or negligence endeavours not that he fhould be im­
prov ' d. 

' Tis therefore befl: to .place them where they may 
be 
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be in a confrant courfe of pious government, with fuch 
who are not faB:ioufiy Religious, but· rather for the pra­
B:ice of it than the prattle, and for the power of it 
-than the iliew: For you mufl: know, an high concern­
ment depends here, :rnd the etern;il interefr of a foul: 
Good Education having fuch an influence on the fu­
ture life, that God takes Abraham's feed as members of 
his· Covenant, becaufe he knew their nurture would be 
pious, that he would teach bis children, and his houjhold 
after him. And truly this might be perfwafive, not only 
with the fober-minded, but with thofe too, lefs pioully 
affeB:ed : For there are few fent out from Schools, where 
a profane perfon has had the Government, who have 
not proved very di{folute ; as might be infl:anc'd in 

· many hundreds, if it were proper to name particu­
lars. 

7S 

Therefore let the Mafrer be of fuch unblameablenefs, GoodSrhool 
as may give greatefr ~onfidence no ill example will be Majler. 
given: For if the befr of us are more inclin'd to follow thofe 
that lead us by praB:ice, than by 'precept; furel~ thofe 
tender years, (lefs cap2.ble to judge whether what is faid 
be right, and to have their will conducted by their un­
derfi-an,ding) may well be expected to act conformably to 
the example of their leaders. 

Let him be not a lingui{t only, a perfon skill'd in, 
and able to teach the Tong\./es; but alfo one that hath 
a lively imagination, and a facility of expreffion; for, 
it is of little value to be able to fpeak, if it be not 
to the purpofe; or with fuch effeB: as may convince 
the hearer: And indeed the mofl: important matter, if 
not properly exprefs'd, can hardly make its way even to 
wi{cr j udgrncnts, unleTs in the immediate exercife of a 
fevere <lifcreLion, and the odds as much, as beauty cloath'd 
in r:igs, and fet out in rich attire. Where there is that 
~dvantage of a man of tafre, to communicate his ideas 
to tbofe who are jufi- beginning to make their collecti­
on, it is like a da01 of Musk and Amber, which gathers 
fhength by after-uf~, and gives an excellent perfume 
unto thofe things, which otherwife would prove but 
mean. 

And let him have an art to mould the Tongue unto 
• iraceful elocution, and a way of Speech a~ fmooth as 

K 2 Oyl: 
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Oyl: For 'tis a great '1.dvantag~, when tender To_ngues­
a.re timelv fet in tune! 
· Let hi~ be of a gentile and genei;ous behaviour, a per­
ion beyond the condition:of a meer Scholar: Dne that may 
imprefs on their youtl~ all gentiler qualities, and give them 
fuch a ta.fte of noble-mindeJnefs, as may create in them 
a value;. of their reputations; and take them off from 
ev€ry thing that is mean, by giving them a fenfe that 
ifs below .. .:hem. The ~,ray to de;il with youth, is as far 
out of the ,courfe of that fot1er1ty which . only de'.lls with 
,them as with £lave:;, fit for no other nurture than that . 
of blows; as a principle of inw:ud life, is above that 
motion which is only vioJent : For whereas the one 
ceafeth with the force:, and is no longer than the fear 
indures; the other ( wb~n once grown into a habit) 
will bear them con1 pany unto tl~eir Gr:i.ves; and when · 
they're men, · rdhain their tho·ughts from what is vile~ 
:.i.nd be a fpur t0 fuch defigns a; may prove . noble and 
heroick. And° who c.:rn think it is mean to breed up 
liberal a.1.d iugenuous Children, and fo cow their fpirits, 
and deprefs tbem to fucb a fen·ilenefs, as knows no 
fpur, but tb3.t of frnan, and acts all duty as in Bride­
well,. under fevcfe correction? And Government, 
which fhould have obeuicnce fo11owing it; drawn by 
~lie fer11e of- beneilt and kindnefs, is degener::.ted into 
trr:111ny, dr iving before it thofc, who only do, becaufe 
they muil ; bein g beaten ou t of love with vv hat they 
fuou lJ dcli~h t in. Y outLs when thus brought to their 
µoH:urcs,. to Hand 1ikc Vag,1bo!1ds fafl: at a Whipping­
p-oH·; :ire in a mi~ht~· forwardncls co-a B: their parts on 
the V:lorl<ls &rage:, a!id to b;:: produced in {htions :1,nd, 
(:k1racters of moment, to wli ich they may be entitled 
bv their Births and .Fort~1ncs ! 

, It is of great im po1 ranee, tbat he who hath the go­
v.c:r ~1mcnt of youth, flwuld be a perfon of much difcre­
tio11; as being (not only to bend' their irregularities by 
,tlJe relti tude of unerring principies, and · to~ fix their 
'V,1iJd and loofe tllo.u6 hts, by fuch a Difcipline as keeps 
,them intent to all the~ documents and exercifes of .vir­
tue) but alfo to ovcr-fo~ their manner, and vigilantly to 
preve11t the fi}r<::ading of thole roots their hearts are 
foll of: 1~o bend every flip, according as it .can bear it: 
rf o difcern thc:ir- different r!ffellions,.. and move them all, 

by 
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by fuch expech(:nts as ire moil: accommodated to their 

fever'al indrnations : To moderate the-ir differences, and 

g iv.e fuch judgment -as rnav ea!ily evince his equanimi­

ty unto thf'm· ail. How great l1is prudence fhould be, 

and bis m ocieratiun~ tl a t fhall jud6e withot!it Law, of wh<!_t 

iliall be done am:1s; nuking \vhat .he pleafe an offence, 

and puni hing i:1,cit offence as he pleafes? vVhat judgment 

to difdrn the c'.iH'erencc of tempers, and to apply it rnoft 

fuitable , to each particular Genius; withal to condefcend 

to the ir;firmi-t ies of youth, and to make proper allowance 

to d1eir tender ca-pacities, and not to expett they !hall im­

mediitely apprehend what to him is very plain; for there 

is nothing hard to thofc that do ·already know it? 

But there is nothi llg· more nece.ffary, than that his 

fpirit be ela re and generous and fuch as natural! y fcorns 

to ftoop to things tha t are mean, tho' no eye be con­

fcious: For the opportunities are Gl'eat which occur to 

thofe t hat _have the Tutorage of Youth, to over-bear 

them for their own advantage, and. to compenfate that 

wherein t hey injure them, by freedom from th fe pu­

ni{hmcnts, which · like , the Papal· .P,urgatc~y they cury 

in their keeping. · Befide the temptation to pirrch them 

in their diet, which no expedient c~rn pre:vent . in the 

fordid-fpirited : And no m an wifely can commit the fu­

fl:enance of his Child ren , which fhould be plentiful and 

hrgefi, to fupply the growth of younger year~, unto 

fuch ba(e and avaritious tempers, as t hink there's no­

thing vile which bri ngs a Gain . 

\A/hen your Children.are placed thus abroad, be care­

ful that you. don't divert their il:udies, nor internJpt 

their il:rict attendar:ce ·by avoca tions at home, at any tiine 

which is not general : For all fuch callings oft~ don't 

only intermit the ,bu finefs they're imp1oy'd in, and lofe 

that time which might be profitably [pent; but they ~o 

•loofe and lofe tho(e t11ings which tbey l~ad _got: The~r 

Memoirs, like leaky Casks) foon letting out· thCJfe rudi­

me nts wh ich were infufed into them, at leifure and with 

difficulty, and which is worfe, they-are thereby takeu, off 

and made l5fs 2.pt ag?i n to apply themfelves to Learning, 

becau_fe tfiey are habi tuated to play and the love of Idleneb, 

and tbe appiication of their1 thoughts is difiurbed, by the 

remembrc.nce of that pleafure which they had at home. 

But tbo' you .kee-p them thus Jbroad, yet let them 
ft ill 
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frill be furn ithed with .fupplies of money fuitable to fuch 
expence as Children ufe: .for thereby the/II be inftruct- . 
ed in that warioefs and caution, which is required in 
all bargain -making, and in that petty trading that's 
among themfelves, and by lofs of pence which are precious 
to them, they learn the art to deal in .greater matters, 
and to avoid being drawn in to their difadvantage. 

But whether at home, or abroad_, be- careful always 
to exact an abfolute obedience, to have your will obfer. 
ved as a law ; · for by that means you'll much facilitate 
your government of them, and make _them by cuftom 
much more tractable; which may be done with as much 
eafe as love, provided that t,he courfe be conftant, 
whence Youths like Naggs which are we]] pac'd, will 
take pleafure and delight in't. 

w ·hen now they're fit to put into_ the world, be care­
ful how you difpofe of them, and in what manner; 
for there's no lofa fo ' great, as not to be put in a Way; 
11or can there be a greater mifchief done us, than not 
to be q_red up to fome convenient imployment ; nay, 
tho' pr'Bvided for with a moil: la~ge fubfiftence: For 
<loubtlefs God defigns no one to be an idle drone, 
when we read Adam, tho' in Paradife, was fet to Till 
the Ground ; nor any that was mq.de only for fport 
and recreation. And indeed, a viler race we hardly 
know, than thofe among us, whofe paftime is their only 
bufinefs, and their confideration how they may fpend 
their times and their eft-ates, in Riot, Cards and Dice; 
and rack their labouring Tenants, to fupply their pro­
digal exce!fes: Contemning thofe as pitiful Mechanicks, 
who by fame ufeful art conduce to help the ·Common­
wealth~ while they themfelves are without any Myitery, 
and only know fuch arts as make them vile. Therefore 
if God iliall fo far bJefs you, as that you have an ample 
patrimony to bequeath to yours; yet bring them up in. 
fome fuch way, wherein · they may be ufeful unto the 
common good, and able to promote their own con­
cerns : For there's no reafon that's more evident ( ex- ' 
cept God's curfe upon ill-gotten goods) whr. fuch E~ates 
which Father's in the City get, are quickly · run out by 
their Heirs, than that they're bred ·up not to get, but to 
fpend. Betide the common indigence of thofe (even in 
their large revtJrnes) who have no means to add to, 

but, 
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but fpen<l their yearly income, whereby their want of 
many·, is greater, than that of -men who by fome pro­
fitable Trade provide for their own maintenance. Hence 
we daily fee thofe Gentlemen out-vy'd, who only live 
upon their means, tho' of fome hundreds by the year, 
by mean Trades, which by a wary and induftrious ma­
nagement, afford a fairer fubfifience, and have ready 
caili fupply'd by daily gettings; when the others with 
empty pockets long for the rent-day. And which is 
worfe, their Children, \Vhich have been bred up to bear 
a fuare in their profufion, are at the end turn\l off 
without any portions • fuitabJe to the quality they have 
been bred in; whereby they become pitiful Parafites, 
to lick their fingers at the elder Brother's Tables ; or if 
they have more fpirit, feck their Fortunes by fuch ex­
pedients, as fometimes bring them fo untimcl y ends. 

But be advis'd of two things, in the difpofing of your 
Children into the World. 
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I. Do not Weaken your Eil:ate fo far for tht!ir pro- Father's 
v ifion, as that it grow faint, and not able to hold out Caution. , 
for your own handfomc fubftftence: For the fiock iliould 
be free for the fupply of the Branches; yet fo, as that 
there may be fufficient left to keep its felf in vigour. I 
my felf knew a perfon of good worth, who too freely 
expended upon his numerous off-fpring: and I have 

, ·often griev'd a.t the fight of his retrenchments, a con­
dition to which he had reduced himfelf, by dividing too 
largely among them. 

2. So order your matters, that your Children may 
ever know, that the branches oear not the root, but the 
r-oot then7; and fo rcferve a competent part of your 
Eff.ue in your own har1ds, as to command their obe.,. 
diencc by their future expecl:ances. For as 'tis retro­
gade, . that the River iliould go ba~k to feed the Foun .. 
tain, and Children treafure up for their Parents ; fo is 
it rare to find out that affoction., which afcends to fuch 
a proportion as it defcended. And the vaH: .experience 
which the World affords of perfons whofe indulgence 
hath uncJone th~m, and laid them profirate unto their 
contempts, whom ( had they fl:ill referved what to be­
fiow) they might ]1av~ found as obfervant of the.ir 
n ods ; m4y well ind.uce the wariefr c;;iution . her-e, and 

mike 
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make ycu wife frill to retain the power to command 

the (pitting in yo ur P arlou r while you live. 
And now yo u are fup pos'd to be in the laft paffage of 

your life, like ripened Corn in fuch a tend~ncy, as give~. 

back to the Eart h that ba re it. And here be not con­

cern'<l in fuch contrivance, as may defi;;n a pompous 

Funeral ; for cofl: expen11ve1y laid out on that, will 

very little turn unto account; and don' t agree with 

fuch refleB:ions as we fhouid m;ike-upon our Graves. 

It more concerns us to take care to make us friends 
of the unrighteous M-1mmon 3 and be fuch Stewards of , 

thofe things with which the heavenly proYidence ·hath 

intrufied us, as ' befl: agrees with the defigns, for which 

he hath profefl: that he gives them to us. And · tbo' 
there be no merit in Alms-deed$, as Popilh DoB:rine 

wouJcl perf wade us t yet to do go~d, and to commufii ­
e.,ai'e, are fuch f(lcrifices whert."Z.',,'tth God is wr:ll J,lea1:•d. 
And there is ntuch in that Speech of the Angel to 

Cornelius, 7'hy prayen and Alms-deeds are come up in 
,·emembrance before God; being the':·c rend red as the 
reafon why Peter . with the Gofpel is fent to him, 

bdides the many promifes made of repayment of what 

iliall be fo laid out; fo that it is not to be doubtc<l, but 

the befi ufe that we can make of our goods, is, that they 
be imployed in the relief of the -.,...neceffitous ; anJ. that 

the be:CT: way to treaft.;re up,' is fo to fpend. If there­
fore God fuall blefs your fubfia;-ice with increafe, re­

member that there is always this intercCT: d4c to him.; 
and while you take care to provide for your O\;,,,· n -

Family, let not God's Houfoold (the poc,r) be unpro-

v it.lul for: vV hich \ ·ili be an -expedieM fo to ta:rn 
·you r leave of this the prefent \-:..·odd, as tb:.it your exit 
may be with app1au[e. And ten times better 'twill be 
for you to ,l1ave the poor follow your co: pfe, \Nith their 

acknowledgments of your Charity and ~h1cs-(~eed<i, than 

.to have the TO\V!)-t«-lk of you, that you left tl1oufand:; 
behind you in your C offers. And verily, that is an un­

thrifty providence, that ·with a many bags defigns t9 

·make a pu rchafe of the Town-talk, which for 'the rnofl: 

part proves to be ~enforious; \ when muc~1 more happily 
we may be carried hence, perfum'd \Vith tlnt acceptable 

-· remembrance which our · good attions have left behind 

, us. 
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