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PREFACE.

In offering this little volume to the
public, the writer has to overcome a
feeling of diffidence, arising from the
estimation in which the books already
published for the use of children are
so justly held ; and a fear that, from this
cause, the present work may appear
uncalled for. Parents and teachers will,

b



1v PREFACE.

however, find, upon examination, that
there is a deficiency of reading lessons
confined, as in the present instance, en-
tirely to monosyllables; and the writer,
in instructing her own children, has
been obliged to select from many books
that which might have been more ad-

vantageously contained in one.

She hopes to have succeeded in mak-
ing the progression from words of three
to words of six letters, as gradual as
possible. She has also endeavoured to

render the language like that of child-
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hood ; and those who attend to the
prattle of young children, will perceive
that they generally express themselves
in monosyllables, except where the
names of objects, and the past tenses
of verbs, compel the use of polysyl-
lables.

In order to instruct children advan-
tageously, their feelings and their un-
derstandings must both be addressed ;
and this can best be done by employing
their own mode of speech. With this

view, and with the desire of leading to
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the love of knowledge, by directing the
mind to facts, these lessons have been
written : and the utmost simplicity of
expression has therefore been sought.
Tautology is frequent, but it is inten-
tional ; repetition of the same words,
in different combinations, being abso-
lutely necessary to impress them on the

minds of learners.



PREFACE

TO THE SECOND EDITION.

Tue publication of a second edition
of the present volume, in less than
twelve months after its first appear-
ance, sufficiently justifies the conviction
originally expressed, that such a work
was a desideratum amongst elementary

books. The notices with which it has
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been honoured in various journals, have
undoubtedly tended greatly to increase
its circulation, and I beg thus publicly
to acknowledge the advantages which

the work has thence derived.
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LITTLE LESSONS.

LESSON 1.

THE DOG AND THE PIG.
lipE ws sco omts It a5t a: hot

day ; do not run now, it is too

hot ito run.' il see @ pigvand ia

B



9 THE DOG AND THE PIG.

dog; the pig is fat, he can not
run, but the dog can rumn. See !
the dog has got the pig by the ear.
Oh ! dog, do not do so to the fat
old pig. Tom, put the pig in the
sty, and do not let the dog get at
him : he has bit his ear, you see,
for 1t is all red.

Let us go and see the pig now
he is in the sty. He is in the
wet mud; why do you not put

dry hay in the sty for the fat pig
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to lie on? Get up pig, and do
not lie in the mud. Rub the mud
off him, Tom. No, sir, I can not
rub it off.

He is to be fed; how he eats.
Yes, he cats all day, if T let him :
but he is too fat now, I can not let
him eat so. The dog and the cat
do not eat as the pig eats. A boy
who eats so, is as bad as a pig.

The cow is by the sty. She

eats hay. You can pat her.



LESSON II.

THE OLD MAN.

May we go to see the man who
i5il1? he is in bed ; he is sad; he
is so ill he can not get up, and he
is old too. Do not cry, old man,
but try to eat a bit of my mnew
bun, for if you can eat, you may get
out of bed, and sit in the hot sun
as you did on the day 1 saw you as

you sat on the new cut hay.



THE OLD MAN. l5.

I can not see the bun, sir. Why
can you not see?. Can you see
me, old man? Can you see my
new cap? No, sir, I can not see;
I am old, my eyes are of no use to
me ; I can not see the way to go.

How can you go out, if you can
not see? I am led out in the air
by my son, and I sit on the hay in
the sun ; but now I am ill, and in
bed, and can not get up, and go

out.



LLESSON IIL

LT« 1Y

On! a fly has got in my eye; I
can not see at all: my eye 1s put
out. You bad fly to get in my
eye. I can not see the way to go.
How can I-get the .fly out of
my eye? can you get it out for
me? Yes, if you do not cry so.

It is of no use for you to cry. Let
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me see; sit on my lap: now the
fly isout. I can see now; so the
fly did not put my eye out.

Now you can see, so you may
get me a pin to put in my cap. |
saw a pin on the rug; can you see it
now ? A pin is not to lie on the
rug, for it may run in to my foot.
I do not see the pin; it was on
the rupsi Oh ! theiicat liestonitit.
Gret up, cat, and let me get the pin.



LESSON 1V.

THE DOG ON THE BED.

Ler the dog lie on the rug, or
the mat, or on his own bed; but
do not put him on my bed. My
bed is not for a dog or a cat to lie

on, but you may lie onit. I did
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lie on it one day, for T was ill. 1
did not get out of my bed for ten
days. Oh! how sad I was, and 1
did cry so: and I saw you cry too.
I did not go out in the air, nor
run, nor hop, nor dig: I was so
sad !~ But now I am not ill. I
g0 out in the day; I run, and hop,
and dig, all the day; and I am so
gay. Andare yougaytoo? Yes,
I am ; but if you areill, I am sad ;

and if not, I am gay. Now sit on
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my lap and eat your sop. My sop
is in the jug : put a bit on the mat
for my dog. Let me eat my sop

and 2o to bed.
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THE TOY GUN.
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LESSON V.

THE “loNG: GUNE

I nap a gun: it was a toy gun:
it did not go off, pop, pop, as
men’s guns do. A man’s gun is of
use, but my gun is a toy, and of no
use. 1 am to buy a top one day;
1t is to be a top to hum, not a peg
top. A peg top is not so big as a
top to hum.



12 THE TOY GUN.

Can you let me put out my
map ? Yes, you may lay it out:
I do not see the way to do it : but
you can try. You may ask Ned
to put it out for you, and you can
see how he lays it out. One bit is
not in the box : you did not put it

all by, the day you had it.



LESSON VL

THE NEW GIG.

May I go out in my new gig,
and ask Ned to go too? Put Ned
in my gig. Why does he cry?
See, you sit on his leg. Now let
~us be off.

I can not see the old man to

day, who sits on the top of the

hall.



14 THE NEW GIG.

No, he can not go out; a dog
bit his leg, and he can not use his
lee. May we go and see him ?
Y es, you may.

How do you do, old man ?  Sir,
my leg is bad, I can not get up.
I am to lie in bed for two days.
I can not go out and sit in the
air, on the top of the hill to-day,
and I am sad; but I can see the
sun and sky as I lie in bed : my

son has put my bed for me, so as
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I can see the sun and sky, and
I try not to be sad.

You are in the new gig, I see,
sir.  Yes, and I can get out and
run by the side of it, but Ned can
not get out and run. He is not so
old as T am ; he is not two years

old yet, and 1 am six.
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LESSON VIL

THE DOG AND THE BUN.

Way did you eat my bun,
Tom 2 = It' fwas imolghfor: dyon. ol
did not eat it, Ann. Who did
eat it? Did you see Sam get 1t ?
No, Sam did mot get 1t; but 1
saw the dog eat it. Why did
you let the dog eat my bun? you

saw him, and yet you let him get
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it and eat 1t wp W v ididevou
not hit him? You are a big boy,
and yet you let the dog eat my
bun. T put it on the lid of my tin
box : if I had put it in the box,
and not on the box, the dog had
not: got :it.» Do not ey,  Anng
and, if I may go out, I can buy

you two buns.
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LESSON VIII.
PENS AND INK.

Wauy do you get my pen and
imk ? Pens and ink are not for
a boy, and my pen was a new
one. You can not use a pen
yet.. If wou iy ¥oijsE iit, fall
you do i1s to put the imk on my
box, and on my rug. Get a bit

of rag to rub the ink off my rug.
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PENS AND INK.
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Now put by the pen in my box.
Who has got the key of my
box? I saw Ann lay it on my
bed. Ask her for the key of my
pen and ink box : put the two
pens and the ink in the box. Now
put the key in my bag.

My box has no lid, ean you put
one on for me? No, for the lid of
my box 1s too big, and can not fit.
Now I see the lid of my own box,

it 1s on the rug. I did not see it,
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for the rug is red, and ﬂle lid of
my box is red too. May 1 put
pins in my box. No, do not get

the pims.
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LESSON IX.
THE CAT AND HER KITS.

Our sow has ten pigs, and our
cat has two kits. May I go and
see all the pigs in the sty? Yes,
you may go, but do not run in the
mud ; and put on a hat. See how
the pigs run in the sty, and on

the old sow ; but the Kkits do not
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run. The kits can not see: so the
old cat has put her two Kkits in the
hay for a bed. (et up on the tub,
and you can see the old cat, and
the kits by her. The old cat has
no ears. No: a bad boy cut off
her ears one day.

The pigs are to be fed, and the
sow too. She has got a bed of
hay for her pigs, as the cat has
for her two kits. How she eats!

she 1s a fat old sow.
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Now let us go in, and I can
putiiby - my ' mewst hat ¢ mt iy

box.
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LESSON X.

THE CAT WITH ONE EAR.

I saw our cat eat a fly one day,
and she ate a rat too. Did you
see our cat run by you? she has
but one ear. Yes, I did see a cat.
She ran by me, and she has hid in
the hay.

Why has the cat but one ear?

My cat has two ears. And our
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cat had two ears too ; but one day
she got a rat by the leg, and he
bit her ear off, but she did not let
him go. She runs off if she sees
a dog. Yes, she saw the dog, and

so she ran in to the hay.



LESSON XI.

Here is a fly, a hen, a bee, a

cat, a rat, and a fox. The fly, the
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hen, and the bee can fly, they have
wings ; the cat, the rat, and the
fox can not fly, they have mno
wings. The fly has six legs, so
has the bee. The hen has two
legs, but she does not run fast.
The cat, the rat, and the fox, have
four legs, and can run fast. The
rat has a hole to live in, so has the
fox.

The hen can not fly up in the

air as the tom-tit does, but the bee
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and the fly can fly a good way up
in the air. The hen is of use to
man ; she lays eges. The rat and
the fox are not of use: the rats
eat all they can get; the fox eats
our hens. A dog can kill a fox,

and dogs and cats kill rats.
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LESSON XII.
THE KIND MAN.

I saw a man buy a loaf, and he
met a boy all in rags; the boy
had no cap or hat on, and he was
pale and thin. The man said to
the boy, You look ill, my poor lad ;
here 1s my loaf for you : you look
as 1 you want it more than I do.

The boy made a bow, took the



30 THE KIND MAN.

loaf, and soon ate it up. He was
a kind man, was he not ?

If you see that boy, will you
give him an old coat and a cap?
I am sure he wants them ; and
you have a coat that I do not
wear now. He is poor, and we
are not poor, so we can give to

those who want.



LESSON XIIL
THE DUSK HOUR.

Tue sun 1s set, but it i1s not
quite dark yet; it i1s dusk. I see
a bird; how fast it flies past me.
Bhat:is mot' a - bid, Nithds kanlbat:
Bats do not fly in the day time;
they hide in holes mm a wall, or a
tree, till it is dusk, and then they
fly out, and find their food.
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Owls fly out at the dusk hour,
and so do moths.

I do not hear the hum of the
bees nor the buzz of the flies now ;
my bird does not sing; he sits in
his cage, and hides his head in his
wing.

Look up at the sky, and tell me
what you see. I see a star, and 1
see the moon, just a part of it ; it
looks like a bow. Now I see

two stars: oh! more than two ;
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four, five, six, more than I can
count.

Pray put me to bed now ; I do
not wish to sit up late; it is not

good for me.
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LESSON XIV.

THE IDLE BOY.

Wuy does that boy turn his
face to the wall? He did not
read well ; he did not try to say
his task like a good boy, and so
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he has been made to turn his face
to the wall. Ask him if he does
not feel sad. He says he does feel
sad ; he says too, he will be good,
and that he will try to read well.
May he come from the wall ? Yes,
Dick, you may come from the wall g
and when you have read well, you
may go and play with John and
Ned ; but do not ery, for I cam
not hear what you say when you

cry. I dare say you feel sad, but



36 THE IDLE BOY.

it is of no use to cry. Wipe the
tear from your eye, and try to be
good, for if you be bad no one can
love you, but we all love a good

boy.
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LESSON XV.
DICK A GOOD BOY.

Now look at Dick to day. 1
am sure he has been good, for he
is so gay, and he is gone to play
with a face full of joy.

Yes, he has been good; he has
kept his word, and to day he read
well, and took pains with his task.

He is just gone out to play: he
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has got his cart, his horse, and his
whip ; and he can play, and run,
and jump, as much as he likes.
It is best to be good, is it not?
for you see when Dick was a bad
boy, he was sad ; but now he has
been good, he is glad and gay. I
wish to be like Dick when he is

good, not when he is bad.
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LESSON XVIL

THE SICK BOY.

Loox at that poor boy: how
pale he is. Why is he so pale?
He has been ill. He ate too
much cake, and it has made him
il. If he had not dome so, but
kept some of his cake for the next
day, he need not have been ill;

but now he lies on his bed, and



40 THE SICK BOY.

he can not get up and walk out
this fine day.

He can not run, or jump, or
play ; I hope you will not do like
this boy, nor eat more than is good
for you, that you may not look
pale like him, nor feel ill as he

does.
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THE KIND AUNT.
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LESSON XVII.

KIND AUNT.

My aunt came to see me to

day, and she gave me this new
book. Look Ann, look John,
what a nice book. I will try to
read well ; for my aunt, when she
gave it to me, took me by the
hand and gave me a kiss; and

said : now my dear Jane, 1 give
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you this book, as T hear you wish
to know how to read ; and when
I come to see you next year, I
hope I shall find that you can read
well. I will try to read well, as I
wish so much my dear aunt may
be as fond of me as I am of her,
and she can not be fond of me if I
am not good.

When I have read my book,
Ann, I will lend it to you; for I

dare say it is full of nice tales, and
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I am sure you will take care of it,
and mnot tear it or soil it: John
says, none but a dunce will tear
or soil a book. How glad I am

to have a kind aunt and a new

book.
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LESSON XVIIIL.

THE LARK.

It 15 a fine day; let us walk
out. "It 1smot too het, but: I icam
feel the warm sun. Hark ! T hear
a bird, I can hear it sing, but I
caniinot see it. it s, up in the
sky. It is a lark. It is a long
way off. It does not look as big

as a bee, and yet we can hear
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it sing. I wish I had a lark.
Why, what can you want a lark
for? I will put it in a cage, and
then I can hear it sing all the day.

No, my dear Ann, he can not
live in a cage; if you take him
and put him in a cage, he will
soon die. He can not fly in a
cage, and when he sings, he likes
best to fly high up in the air. If
you were put in a small room, and

could but just move a yard or two,
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you would not be gay as you are
now ; you would pine and fret to
get out, and to walk and run.
You would soon be ill and grow
pale and sad. And if you take a
poor lark, and shut him up in a
cage, he will pine and fret.

Well then, I will walk out
to hear the lark sing. T do not

now wish to have a lark in a cage.



LESSON XIX.

THE KITE.

As I have been a good boy for
a long time, may I have a kite?
Yes, we will go to the toy shop,
and buy a kite. Here is a toy-
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shop ; let us go in. I like this
kite best. Well then, I will buy
it for you. Now let us go and fly
it. We will fly it on the lawn if
the wind is not too high. Now
run with it. Take care you do
not tear it. Hold it up: now let
go: 1t will not rise. The tail is
too long.  Cut a bit of the tail off.
How well it flies now! the wind
is not too high. How high the

kate s any.the am!’ Nows ifidis
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time to go home: we must pull it
down. Oh dear! I fear it will fall
in that tree. It has got into the
tree. What canldo? T will ask
that man to get it down for me.
He is a kind man ; he says he
will get it down from the tree for
me. Here 1t 1s all Safe, I hope.
How glad I am to have my kite !
The tree has torn a hole in it, T
see, but I can mend it when I get

home.



LESSON XX.

NEW SHOES.

Ou ! pray look at my shoe: it
has a hole in it. I can see my
toe; if I walk in my shoe with a

hole in it, my poor toe will be
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hurt. What can I do? Ann,
can you mend my shoe? Can you
sew up this hole?

No, Miss, I can not mend the
hole in your shoe ; we must take it
to the man who made it he will
mend it. Put on this new pair
now, and then we will send the
old pair to the man to mend.

Oh! see! here 1s a nail; if [
had not put on this new shoe, my

poor toe must have been hurt. I
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saw a poor boy go past with no
shoes at all on his feet. How
olad I am to have a nice pair of
shoes, and how 1 wish all boys
and girls had shoes like mine. 1
am to go to the town to day; I
am glad it is fine. I am to put
on my new coat and my new hat ;
I am to walk with you, Ann ; it
is a mile to the town ; and I am

to buy a doll and some cups, and

a doll’s bed. May 1 take back a
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seed cake for Jane? she likes a
seed cake best. She can not go
to the town, for she has been ill,
and is too weak to walk so far;
but Sam is to drag her in her cart
to meet us as we come back, and

" then she can eat her seed cake.
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LESSON XXI.

GAME AT BALL.

Now, Ned, we will have a good
game at ball. Stand you there,
and I will stand here.

Ah! you fear the ball will hit
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you: you shut your eyes. How
can you see to catch, if you shut
your eyes? Look' out for the

ball, and use your hands and eyes

to save your head. That is the .

way. Now you catch well. One,
two, three, four, five, six. Oh'!
you have let it fall. Try once
more. Now make it bound. This
ball is soft, but when we can
catch this well, we will buy a
hard ball, and a bat and trap; we
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can then play trap ball. I do not
wish to play ball now: let us
leave off.

Well now, shall we run a race ?
When I say, off, we must start,
and he who gets first to that post,
wins the race. Now for it. One,
two, three, off. You have won
the race.

I won the game at ball, and
you have won the race.

Now let us try who can hop the
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best. We will hop from this
stone to that tree; first with the
left leg up, and next with the
right leg up. Well, we both got
to the tree at the same time. 1
am quite hot, and my legs ache.

Let us 20 home.



58

LESSON XXII.

THE SEA SIDE.

Ler us walk by the sea side,
and look at the sea, and see the
waves roll up to our feet. What
is that I see a long way off? Tt
15 like a bird, but no, it is too big
for a bird.

It is a ship with one, two, aye,

more than two sails. Here is one
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close by ; it is near the land. No,
that is not a ship; that is a boat.
A boat is not so big as a ship.
Look ! a man gets out of the boat,
and drags 1t up on the shore.
What is that long bit of wood in
his hand ? That long bit of wood
is an oar; he dips that oar into
the sea and pulls it, which makes
the boat move. What 1s the use
of a sail? A sail makes the boat

move, too, by the help of the wind.
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The sails of a ship are not like the
sails of a mill, I see.

No, they are not, but the wind
moves the sails of a mill as well as
the sails of a ship.

May I go in the boat? Yes,
if you wish to go out to sea with
that man, you may, but you must
ask him to row you.

Pray, may 1 go out in your
boat ? Yes, Sir, jump in, and I

will row you out a few miles.



THE SEA-SIDE.
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Now, Sir, sit still ; my boy will
come to row with me.

He will be wet: he runs in to
the sea to push off the boat. Now
we move ; the boy jumps in ; what
oreat boots he has on his legs!
Yes, those boots are made long
and high to keep him dry.

How we move up and down
on the waves; first we rise up,
and then we sink down, and my

face is wet with the spray of the
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sea. Now we do not rise up and
sink down so much. Why is this?
The waves rise up high near the
shore at all times, and when the
wind blows hard, all the waves in
the sea are high ; it is calm to-day,
so that the boat does not rock now
that we are come from the shore.
When we go back, it will rise and
sink with the waves as it did just

now. How small the town looks ;

I can but just see it !
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Now we will put up the sail.
Put up the mast, Jack, and give
me the rope. How fast we move
with the sail up! 1 like to be at
sea. Now I can see no land at
all, X do:not like thisimow. ol
wish to go home; I wish to see
Mamma. I do not like to be at
sea when I can not see the land.

Well, Sir, we will turn the bow
of the boat and go home. We will

take down the sail and row, for
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the wind blows us from shore, and
we want to go on shore.

Now I see land once more.
How glad I am! Now I see the
town, and I am sure I see Mam-
ma as she walks on the beach.
Yes, she looks this way ; she
sees us, and waves her hand to
me.

Take off your cap and wave
it to her, Sir. Now Jack, my

boy, jump out and pull us on
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shore. Here, Sir, get on my
back, and I will put you on

shore.



LESSON XXIIL

THE NEW DOLL.

Jaxe Day had a new doll ; she
had been to see her aunt, and her
aunt gave the doll to her on her

birth day. It was made of wax,
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with blue eyes and brown hair.
It had wax arms, and wax legs
and feet.

When she had had it a few
days, she did not take as much
care of it as when it was new:
she did not put it by in the box
which had been made for her to
keep it in, when she left off play.

One day, when she had left it
in this way on a chair, a boy came

n to the room where it was; he
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took up the doll, and as he did
not know the right way te hold it,
he let it fall and broke it. So
Jane Day had no nice doll to play
with ; but she said :

The next time 1 have a doll,
or a nice toy, I will not let it lie
in the way; but I will take care
and put it by when 1 do not want
it ; and then when I do want it, 1

shall have it to play with.



LESSON XXIV.

BOATS, CRABS, AND STAR FISH.

May T go and walk by the sea
side to day? Yes, we will both

oo now, for I fear it will soon rain.



70 BOATS, CRABS, AND STAR FISH.

Call Jane, and tell her to put on
her hat and  come Swith us.: I
hope 1t will not rain, for I wish so
much to walk on the sea shore.

Look at that fine wave; 1 will
run close to 1it. O dear, how wet
it has made me; I will not go so
near the next time, for I do not
like to be wet.

See, here 1s a boat. That man
has been out to fish in his boat.

T.ook at his net. What is that
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odd fish ? can that be a fish ?
Yiesy it is < apicrabirstLookizatits
claws. Take care that it does not
take hold of you with them and
nip you.

See, it makes a hole, and gets
quite down into the sand. It will
soon be gone, if the man does not
stop it. Now it rums. It goes
side ways. That is the way crabs
walk.

And what is that flat fish, with
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five points for legs? That is a
star fish. May I have the crab ?
Yes, I will buy it of the man for
you. We will take it home and
boil it, for it is good to eat. And
may I boil the star fish too? No,
the star fish is not good to eat.






THE SLATE.
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LESSON XXYV.

MY SLATE.

Pray give me my new slate, 1
wish to draw on it. My slate has
a fine red edge. I will draw a
boy. What a long nose he has,
and but one arm. Now I will
draw a cow, and a milk maid with
her pail. Here is a pig, and a

hen, and a duck. Why, the pig
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has but two legs, and the duck
has four. Well, I can tub out
two of the duck’s legs, and give
them to the pig. Here I will
have a man with a whip in his
hand ; he is come to put the pig
in the sty. Why, the man is not
as tall as the pig. I must rub
them all out, for they are not well
done, and draw a tree; then I
will have a man with an axe in

his hand, to chop down the tree.



MY SLATE. 75

Next I will draw a mill with the
sails, and a cart full of sacks of
corn. This is a boy with a nest
full of eggs in his hand. He is a
bad boy to take a poor bird’s nest.

Here is the maid come to take
me to bed: pray put my slate by
for me, that I may have it safe

when I next want to draw.
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LESSON XXVI.

THE CAT AND THE BIRD.

I want to make my cat jump.
How can I make her jump? You
must take her, and hold your
hands and arms round her thus,
and when she wants to get from
you, she will jump. Now try.
Hold your hands thus high from

the floor. Now she jumps. She
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will soon do it well; but you
must take care not to hurt her.
Do not let her go near the bird,
she will tear it with her claws, and
eat it up. She may go and get
the mice, for they do us harm, and
eat our food ; but she must not
get our poor bird, who sings to us,
and lets us know when it is light.
He sings as soon as it is day, at
the first peep of light. He has no

seed in his box. Give him some
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hemp seed ; it is in the bag on the
hich shelf. Do not spill it on
the floor. May I put this bit of
sweet cake In the wires of the
cage? He is like me, he is fond
of sweet cake. See how he pécks
at it. Now he goes to drink at
the glass, and to wash the dirt off
his beak. He is a neat bird. Yes,
you see you may learn from a poor
bird that it is right to be neat and

clean.
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LESSON XXVII.

THE BAD BOY, AND THE OLD

MAN.

As we went to school to day,
we went past a gate which led to
a row of houses. A poor old man
came out of the gate; he had
some nets on his arm to sell, and
he was so old and weak, that he

took short, slow steps, and could
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bt gust lifs ‘his ifeetiioffs the
ground.

A boy who stood by the gate
did not hold it while the poor old
man went through, but let it fall
hard on his legs; I think 1 saw
him push it, but I am not quite
sure. The old man said, Oh
dear! you have hurt me with the
gate; and then 1 saw the boy
laugh as if he were glad.

A man who then went by said
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to the old man, What ails you ?
Are you ill? And the old man
said No, Sir, not ill, T am hurt ;
that boy let the gate fall on my
legs. Then that bad boy said,
No, I did not. So the man who
had just come up, gave the boy a
sharp rap on the back with a stick
he had in his hand, and said, You
are a bad boy; first you hurt a
poor weak old man, and then you
tell a lie.
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The boy did not laugh when
he was hurt with the stick, though
he did laugh when he hurt the

old man.



LESSON XXVIII.

THE LAME DOG.

A maN one day took a walk

in the town, and saw a poor
who had hurt his leg, and
lame. The man took the

home with him in his arms,

dog
was
doo

(@)

and
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tied up his leg, and kept him
his house for two days. He then
sent the dog out of his house to
find his old home ; for as 1t was
not his own dog, he had no right
to keep him; but each day the
dog came back for this kind man
to dress his leg; and this he did
till it was quite well. In a few
weeks the dog came back once

more, and with him came a dog

who was lame.
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The dog who had been lame,
and was now well, first gave the
man a look, and then he gave the
lame dog a look, as much as to
say, ‘“ You made my leg well,
now pray do the same for this

poor dog who is come with me.” *

* Tact.
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LESSON XXIX.

THE YOUNG DUCKS AND THE RAT.

A~ old man kept two ducks,
and each duck had a brood of
young ones, eight in each brood.
The old man said one day to his
son John, Let us go to the pond
and feed the ducks. John ran to
fill a bag with meal and corn, and

took a small bowl to mix the meal
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in, and they went to the side of
the pond. As soon as the ducks

saw John with the bag in his
hand, they swam to the side of

the pond, for they knew they were
to be fed. |

The old man told John to count
one of the broods, and he would
count one. Ome, two, three, four,
five, six, said John ; there are but
six in this brood; two out of the

eight are lost.
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Look in the reeds, and in the
holes in the side of the pond, said
the old man. John did so, but he
saw no ducks.

The old man did not like to
lose his ducks, for he was poor,
and he meant to sell them when
they were grown large. He stood
quite still by the side of the pond,
and did not speak, and the boy
did not speak, for they were both

quite sad at the loss of the two
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ducks. At last the old man said,
I can not think, John, how these
ducks have been lost ; if a thief—

I see him, I see him, cried
John ; look at that rat! he has
just put his nose out of a hole in
the side of the pond. That is the
thief'! that is the thief! he stole
the young ducks, and we shall lose
all the rest if we let them swim in
this pond.

The best thing we can do, said
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the old man, is to try and kill that
rat : we must ask friend Sims to
lend us his dog. Friend Sims
lent his dog, who caught the rat:
the two broods of ducks swam in
the pond for a month, when the
old man sold them for nine pence

each duck.
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LESSON XXX.

THE GIRL WHO COULD SEW.

Pray may I sew to day? Yes,
what do you wish to sew? I wish
to hem a frill for your cap. Is
not this a new cap? and I see it
has no frill. You may make the

frill for me ; I shall like to wear a
frill that you have made. Here is

a bit of cloth which will make a



02 THE GIRL WHO COULD SEW.

nice frill. ' -You must hem it. il
will turn it down for you, but take
care not to soil it. Are your
hands clean? No, I think they
do not look quite fit to sew with.
Wash them, and take care to wipe
them dry. Now sit down on your
low stool. Not there, you can
not see if' you sit with your back
to the licht. You will see best
here by my side. You must join

these two bits with a seam ; and
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when you have done as far as this
pin, bring it to me to look at. T
have done as far as you told me.
It is well done for so young a
child; and i