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INTRODUCTION. 

Mr. Her~ey's fortune was a mode
rate competency, sufficient to pro
cure all the necessaries, and some of 
the elegancies of life ; though he 
had two sons, 4e was by no means 
anxious to increase it, as he believed, 
that in watching over the education 
of his children, he was contributing 
in a greater degree to their future hap-

. piness, than by accumulating wealth, 
and leaving their minds to be trained 
by dependents. In dedicating much 
of his time to their instruction, Mr. 
Hervey felt himself amply repaid by 
their increased attachment. To their 
father they always applied in all their 
sorrows for a:d vice and consolation ; . 
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and in all their pleasures his sympa
thetic smile was looked for. The 
hour before retiring to rest was to 
them the happiest in the day. It 
was invariably spent along with him ; 
in summer, in walking·; in winter, 
in the library. It was passed in read
ing, in trying amusing experiments, 
or in conversations which generally 
arose out of some previous event of 
the day. For the benefit of my 
young readers, I have co1nmitted to 
parer -such of these conversations as 
are likely to excite the most general 
interest. Should these meet with the 
approbation of the public, it is my 
intention to add a second volume, con
taining a more particular account of 
the pursuits of my young friends, 
GEORGE and CHARLE I-lERVEY. 



BENEVOL ENCE A N D BENEFI CE NCE, 

Propriety of Language i::; the selection of 

such Yvords as the best usage has appropriatecl 

to those ideas which we intend to express by 

them. M URRAY. 

MR. l-IARVEY and his SoNs, one 

day visited a charity school, which 

had been lately founded by Mr.Leigh, 

a gentle1nan of large property in the 

neighbourhood. George was par

ticularly struck by the neat, clean, 

and comfortable appearance of the 

house and school, and by the healthy, 

cheerful countenances, aiJ.d regular 

B 
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behaviour of the children. On their 
return ho1ne, the following conversa
tion ensued : 

Geo. I believe, sir, those children 
are entirely 1naintained and educated 
at the expense of Mr. Leigh ? 

Mr. H. Yes : and those who con
duct themselves with propriety, are 
afterwards taught s01ne business by 
which they may support themselves. 

Geo. What a very kind, benevo
lent man Mr. Leigh is ! 

Mr. I-I. He is a 1nan of large for
tune, and he 1nakes an excellent use 
of it : he is more than a benevolent 
1nan, he is a beneficent one. 

Geo. Why, papa, is there . any 
difference between the 1neanings of 
the words benevolent, and benefi
cent? 

Jlfrr. H. A great deal. A bene .. 
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volent man, is only a well-wisher; 

but a beneficent man, is a well-doer. 

I remember a story that, I think, will 

render the difference evident. Mr. 
Goodman and M_r. Sylvester, were 

two intimate friends. As they were, 

one day, walking through the village 

together, they were accosted by a 

thin, sickly-looking w01nan, having 

a wailing infant in her arms; whilst 

a ragged child, about three years old, 

clung screaming to her. apron. She 

told them, that her husband had been 

seized with a fever three months ago, 

which, though he had quickly .reco

vered from his illness, had thrown him 

· out of work ; and that he had been 

able to procure none since ; that their 

parish lay at a considerable distance, 

and they had not been able to get 

relief; that all their savings had been 
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spent in paying the Doctor, and in 
purchasing present necessaries, and 
that now they were aln1ost starving : 
the- tr~th of which, the looks of the 
woman and of the children confirm
ed-

" Poor i;vo1nan," said Mr. Good
man, "Poor creature! I wish that 
I could render you any assistance ; 
but alas ! I know not how. If I had 
a hundred pounds, you should be 
welcon1e to it all-but, I have not 
sixpence in my pocket." "Nor I," 
said Mr. Sylvester, and _ walked 
on. Mr. Goodman thought it was 
wrong not to speak one word to 
con1fort the poor woman, and in
wardly resolved, that, as soon as he 
got ho1ne, he would desire his servant 
to carry the1n some food. They now 

-observed that the people were all 
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running in one direction ; and the 

dense s1noke, that arose at a distance, 

sufficiently accounted for it. They 

quickened their pace, and in a few 

minutes arrived opposite a cottage 

which was blazing in a most terrific 

manner. The chimneys threw up 

long spires of fire; white flame and 

smoke poured in torrents from the 

windows. The people, that were 

assembled, in vain endeavoured to 

check the consuming element, by 

throwing water upon the building; 

for the fire ... engine wa, so much out 

of order, as is generally the case in 

sn1all places, that it would not play. 

Two men were endeavouring to drag , 

away a frantic woman, who tried, 

with all her strength, to escape from 

then1. Some of the spectators said, 

that he was the mistre~s 9.f the ~ouse, 

J3 3 
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and that, in her alarm, she had left 
an infant asleep in the chamber. 
"Poor, poor child!'' said Mr. Good
man, "what a dreadful thing, to be 
burned alive ! will no one try to save 
thee? what no one ! I wish I could 
save it, poor little thing!" He had 
scarcely uttered these words, when 
he ·saw, issuing from the volu1ne of 
s1noke that poured out at the door
·way, his friend, ]?earing, ·wrapped up 
in his great coat, the infant, unhurt ; 
but his own arm was dreadfully burnt, 
and his hand scorched in a most 
shocking 1nanner: yet, notwithstand
ing this; he superintended, and even 
assisted, with his lame hand, in pull
ing down a shed, to prevent the fire 
communicating to any other building, 
whilstMr. Goodman stood, notknow
ing what to do~ or how to act,. and 
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wishing, from the bottom of his heart, 

that any thing could be done. 

On his arrival at home, the fire had 

made such an impression on his mind, 

that he quite forgot to send the food 

for the poor woman and her starving 

children. N otso Mr. Sylvester; though 

he suffered much from his burn, yet as 

soon as it was dressed, he walked 

back in search of the wretched fa

mily. After some difficulty, he found 

then1 in a stable which a neighbour 

allowed the1n to occupy : their land

lord having turned them out of their 

old habitation because they had not 

the means of paying their rent. The 

1nan sat, in a kind of stupor, on the 

straw : his wife and children were 

weeping beside him. They said that 

they had not tasted food for two days. 

Mr. Sylvester h_~d brought some 
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broken victuals in his pocket, which 
they devoured in a most ravenous 
way. It was too late to procure fresh 
lodgings for then1, that night, but, 
with the aid of another bundle of 
straw, they made themselves a more 
comfortable bed. -On going, he gave 
then1 haJf-a-crown to procure food for 
the evening ; and told the 1nan, that, 
if he would co1ne to his house on the 
following morning, he would endea
vour to give him some employment, 
till he could find work in the busi
ness to which he had been brought 
up. 

"Now," £aid Mr. Harvey, "Good
n1an was a benevolent man, Sylvester a 
beneficent one. '' ''Why," said George, 
"I dare say, if it had not been that the 
:fire 111ade him forget, Mr. Goodman 
would have relieved the poor fa1uily ." 
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Mr. Harvey. Yes, George, but 

we ought not to allow any thing to 

make us forget the necessities of our 

fellow creatures : but a]l benevolent 

men, like Mr. Goodma1 , intend to be 

beneficent. 
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ON THE MANUFACTURE OF GLASS AND 
EARTI-IENW ARE. 

For this intent, the subtle Chemist feeds 
Perpetual flames, whose unresisted force, 
O'er sand, and ashes, aml the stubborn flint, 
Prevailing, turns into a fusil sea. PHILIPS, 

MR. HARVEY. As I have no par
ticular engagement to-1norrow, it i 
my intention to fulfil 1ny promise of 
taking you over a Glass-house, and 
a Pottery. Before we go, it is my 
wish, that you should become ac
quainted with the substances employ
ed in those n1anufactories, that you 
may be able to comprehend the dif
ferent processes used in them. 

Geo., Indeed, papa, you are ex
tremely kind, and we will promise to 
be very attentive. 
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1vir. H. Well, then, to begin with 

Glass. Do you remember what I 

told you it is made of? 
Geo. Of sand and alkali. ,;r. 

llfr. H. It is now necessary to be 

rather more particular ; though sand 

is used in 1naking some kinds of 

Glass, yet all sand will not do : it 
1nust be of that kind which is termed 
silicious. 

Geo. What is 1neant by silicious 
sand? 

Mr. H. Sand composed of thQ 

ame ingredients as flint, and which 

is by far the most common kind of sand. 

The sand used for making mortar, 

and sea sand, · generally consisting of 

it. 
Chas. I-Iow is the process of ·mak

ing glass conducted? 

* See the conversation on acids and alkalies1 



1,2 ON THE MANUFACTURE OF 

Mr. H. The sand and soda being 
mixed together in proper quantities, 
are raised to a temperature sufficient 
to 1nake them combine, slightly, with 
each other, but not to fuse them : in 
this state the mixture is called frit. 
It is remoyed, whilst still hot, into 
earthenware pots or . crucibles n1ade 
of burnt clay, .and· clay in its native 
state, ground together and paked. 
The heat is, then, increased till the 
alkali fuses, and combines with the 
sand. The impurities rise to the 
surface of the melted 1nass in the form 
of a scum,' which is called glass-gall, 
and must be skimmed off. The fur
nace is then allowed to coo], till the 
glass becomes sufficiently ductile to 
admit of its being blown, or cast into 
the required forms. This is crown 
glass ; the glass of which the panes 



GLASS AND' EARTHENWARE. 13 

of windows are made. Its clearness 
and transparency depend -upon the 
purity of the alkali, and the whiteness 
of the sand. 

Geo. I think, sir, you told us, that 
soda and potash were 1nade from the 
ashes of vegetables. 

Jlfr. H. I did. Soda is chiefly 
made fron1 the ashes of sea weeds ; 
considerable quantities of which are 
imported fr01n Spain, under the name 
of Barilla ashes. Potash is manu
factured from the ashes of inland 
plants ; the process is very simple; 
in both cases it 1nerely consists in 
.steeping the ashes in water, which dis
solves the alkali, and but few of the 
impurities with which it was before 
contaminated This water is after
w~rds evaporated, or boiled, to dry ... 
ness, and the residuum, or what is 

C 



14 ON THE MANUFAC'rURE OF 

left, -is 'heated re-d-hot; this, though 
it is still n1ixed with foreign matter, 
is-in a state sufi}ciently pure to be 
used in making glass: part of the 
remaining impurities being driven off 
by the intense heat to which it is then 
subjected; and the greater portion of 
the remaining ones rising with the 
glass-gall. 

Geo. How wonderful it is that such , 
a bea1~tiful, hard,_ transparent sub- , 
stance as glass, ,. can be made fro1n 

- sand and ashes ! 
Chas. Is it known how glass was 

first discovered ? 
Mr: rl. It is related, that a ship 

,having cast -anchor at the mouth of 
the river Belus, the sailors ca111e on 
sh_ore to dress some · provisions, and 
that, supporti11g the kettles, in which 
they cooked, on lump~ of s_oda, with 
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which the ship was loaded, over fires 

made upon the sands, the heat fused 

the soda and sand together, and glass 

was formed. 
Chas. The discovery of glass it 

seems, then, was purely accidental. 

. Mr. H. It is rather a mortifying 

i-eflection, that n1ost of our great st 

discoveries have been 1nade by chance. 

Chas~ Was glass well known to the 

ancients? 
Mr. H. The Romans were ac

quainted with it; for a few of the 

windows in Herculaneum were made 

of a semi-transparent, coarse glass. 

Geo. Where is Herculaneum? 

. Mr. H. Herculaneum is a Roman 

town, which was buried by an erup

tion of rnount Vesuvius, in the reign 

of the emperor Titus, and which the 

modern~ are now excavating~ 
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Chas. Besides, I remember reading, 
in the Roman History, of Nero's 
breaking a glass cup which cost fifty 
thousand pounds. 

Jlfr. H._ This proves the·very great 
value 'of glass in those days. Glass 
was not brought into general use till 
s0111e centuries after the c hristian rera. 

Chas. Why, glass is •so useful I 
can scarcely tell how it could be done 
without. 

Mr. H. Now, that we have been so 
long accustoined to use it, it certainly 
has become, almost, one· of the neces
saries of life. Fonnerly wind0ws were 
made of Isinglass, of the skins of ani-
1nals, or of a n1ineral called Talc, 
which is almost as transparent as 
glass, and is still sometimes used to 
cover mariners co1npasses with, as 
being much less brittle than gla.ss~ . 
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· · Geo. It is the substance, I believe, 

between two plates, of which the ob

jects in the sliders of microscopes are 

placed. 
11rfr. H. You are right; and it is 

used for that purpose, because it ad

mits of being readily cut with a knife, 

and of being split into layers indefi

nitely thin. 
Geo. And they might use horn too 

for windows: I have seen lanthorns 

1nade of horn, possessing a consider

able degree of transparency. 

Mr. H. · I do not know whether 

they did or did not. It has been as

serted, that king Alfred discovered 

the method of forming horn into thin 

plates, capable of transmitting light; 

as fc:r bottles, they were obliged to 

inake them of skin or leather. 

Chas~ 'fhen, this explains a pa ., 
~ 3 
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sage of Scripture that I have fre
quently been puzzled with, which 
says, that 1nen do not put new wine 
into old bottles, lest the bottles should 
burst. Now, I did not see that old 
bottles would be n1ore liable to burst 
than new ones; but since they were 
made of leather they certainly would. 

Mr. J-I. In place of looking-glasses, 
polished mirrors, made of a n1ixture 
of copper and tin, similar to those 
now used in reflecting telescopes, 
were substituted. 

Geo. There are other kinds of . . 
glass besides crown glass, there are 
flint and bottle glass : what are those 
1nade of? 

Jv.lr. H. Flint glass is the most 
, beautiful of any. It is 1nade of quartz, 

a very fine kind of flint; and sometimes 
of rock crystal, fused along with soda 
and a sn1all quantity of red lead. 
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Chas. I have frequently seen red 
lead, what is it made from? 

Mr. H. It is made by exposing 
lead to a considerable heat, continued 
till the lead is converted, by the action 
,of the atmosphere, into a red pow-
der. 

Chas. One would think that it 
would colour the glass red . 

.J]tf r. I-I. It has not this effect. A 
little lime is sometimes added, which 
makes the glass less brittle. Bottle 
glass is made from coarse sand, and · 
the alkali is supplied by the addition 
of soap-boilers' refuse, or vegetable 
ashes. Its green colour is owing to 
the presence of iron, which all vege-
table ashes contain in a state similar 
t-o rust. 

Chas. I have seen ·coloured glasses 
of different kinds : for instance th(;! 



20 ON THE MANUFACTURE OF 

sugar-basin, which is made of purple 
glass. -

Mr. H. The substances that I have 
mentioned to you, forn1 the basis of 
glass. Different colours are given to 
it, someti1nes accidentally, sometimes 
intentionally, by the presence, or ad
dition, of metallic substances : Green 
and red, by copper and iron ; violet, 
by manganese, &c. After the gla~s 
is made, it is blown, moulded, and 
cut into yarious forms, which opera
tions you will see performed to
morrow. There is still one thing 
respecting ·it, that you should be ac
quainted with, and that I have not 
1nentioned to you ; the operation of 
annealing. 

Geo. What is that? 
Mr. 1--I. If glass were allowed, 

~fter being blown, to cool suddenly, 
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it would become so exceedingly brit
tle as to be useless. It is therefore 
placed in large ovens, which are 
cooled by degrees. 

Geo. I think, glass is one · of the 
hardest substances with which we are 
acquainted? 

JWr. 1-L It is one of the hardest 
substances formed by art; but the 
diamond is so m11:ch harder as readily 
to cut glass, for which purpose it is 
used by glaziers . 

. Chas. Are cut-glass decanters, &c. 
cut with diamonds? . 

·1wr. H. No, n1y dear, properly 
speaking, they are ground into the 
required form, but not with dian1onds, 
and are afterw~rds polished. 

Geo. Would it be possible to di
vide glass, as is done with a diamond, 
without one? 
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Mr. H. It would; but not so rea
dily. If a scratch be made on the 
edge of a piece of glass with a flint, 
or a file, and a bit of red-hot tobacco 
pipe, or strong wire, applied to the 
surface of the glass, at the distance of 
about the tenth of an inch fro1n the 
scratch, a crack will form from the 
· edge to the wire ; and, if the hot 
wire be then drawn slowly along, the 
crack will follow it in any direction. 
Now l~t us proceed to earthenware. 

Geo. That is a subject about which 
r am very curious, for I read, the 
other day, in Robinson Crusoe, all 
the bungling attempts he 1nade, be
fore he could succeed in forming a 
dish; and I wish very much to know, 
how they, really, are 1nade: 

Mr. H. The basis of all earthen
ware is clay. 
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Geo. What! clay, such as bricks 
are made of? 

Mr. H. Yes, but in a purer state, 
in the state of pipe, or porcelain clay: 
you have seen pipe clay? 

Chas. 0 yes, very often; it is quite 
white, and does not look at all like 
the blue or red clay that bricks are 
1nade of. 

Mr. H. Well, this white c1ay is 
ground very fine, and mixed with 
water, after which it is passed through 
sieves of different degrees of fineness 
but, as vessels made of clay alone 
would crack in drying, it is mixed 
with a proportion of fine sand for 
delf ware; or burnt flints, ground to 
powder, for stone ware: the coarser 
kinds of pot, are 1nade of con1mon 
clay and sand, these mixttues are 
afterwards dried in kilns, and worked 



24 ON THE MANUFACTURE OF 

to a proper consistency; then, coarse
ly moulded on a potter's wheel, allow
ed to .d~y, and the required f oi·m 
given to the vessels, after whi9h they 
are baked, and termed biscuit. 

Geo. Are they now finished? 
Mr. 1--I. No, they n1ust be glazed 

and painted : the common white and 
brown wares are glazed by throwing 
salt into the ovens, before the biscuit 
is withdrawn ; the fumes of which 
cause the surface of the ware to 1nelt 
into a kind of glass. The principal 
potteries are in Staffordshi-re, and the 
common glazing day is Saturday; 
when the fu1nes arising fr01n them in
volve an extent of several miles in a 
cloud, of which a stranger can fo~·m 
little idea. Other coarse vessels are 
glazed, by covering their surfaces with 
a preparation of lead called litharge, 
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whilst hot; this runs into a kind of 
opaque glass of a yellow or red co~ 
lour. 

Geo. Then, how are the finer kinds 
of ware glazed? 

JVlr. 1-l. A mixture is n1ade of the 
, oxides of tin and lead, white sand, 

and the mineral called Talc. Th is, 
after beingn1elted, is ground to pow
der, and diffused over the surface of 
the biscuit, which is again heated; 
and this composition melting, covers it 
with a fine enamel. Besides these, 
there are some other ways of glazing. 

Geo. I do not know what is 1neant 
by oxide. 

JJfr. FI. It is out of '.my power, at 
present, to make you understand the 
exact n1eaning of the word : red lead 
is. an oxide of lead, and the oxide of 
tin and lead, used in glazing, is n1ade 

D 
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in a similar manner. The lead used 
in this manufacture is very pern1c1ous 
to the health, ·and produces the n1ost 
la1nentable effects upon those work-
1nen who are much exposed to its 
action. 

Chas. The composition of differ
ent kinds of ware must vary, though 
the basis of them all is clay. 

Mr. H. It does; besides those I 
have mentioned, there are various 
other sorts. Crucibles used for melting 
inetals and glass in, are formed of 
burnt clay, or sand, and c·o1nmon clay, 
or . of clay and plu1nbago (black lead, 
the mineral of" which pencils are 
made), and which though its name 
would lead you to suppose that it 
contained lead, consi_sts chiefly of iron 
and charcoal. Porcelain and china 
are composed of substances, some 
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of which are infusible, and some of 

which melt readily, and, of course, the 

composition is semi-vitrified, half 

transparent. 
Geo. The Chinese excel all the 

world in this manufacture, and in the 

beauty of their colours. 

}I/fr. H. They do; but some of the 

English speci1nens are scarcely inferi

or, in any respect, to theirs, and are infi

nitely superior in the taste displayed 

in the designs and painting. Our paint

ings ar~, indeed, ofte~ admirable, both 

as to their correctness and elegance. 

The colours used are metallic : the 

rich purple is a preparation of gold. 

When they are applied, they are 1nix

ed with powdered glass and borax, 

and, either melted on to the surface 

of the glaze or enamel, or actually 

incorporated with it. 
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Chas. Porcelain is exceedingly dn
rable. 

Mr. H. Yes; the porcelain tower 
in China is three hundred feet in 
height, and covered entirely with por
celain, which still retains its original 
beauty, though it has been exposed 
to the action-of the weather for more 
than four hundred years. The manu
facture of earthenware has been, of 
late years, brought to an unrivalled 
degree of perfection in England, by 
the taste and science of Mr. W eclge
wood, who has entitled the art of pot
tery, by his improvements, to be rank
ed among the fine arts. 

... 
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THE FUNERAL, 

---It was eve . 

When homewardly we went, and in the air 

vVas that cool freshness, that discolouring shade 

That makes the eye turn inward. Then. we 

heard, 
Over the vale, the heavy toll of death 

Sound slow; and question'd of the dead. 
SOUTI-IEY, 

IT was one of those delightful 

-evenings that so 'frequently occur 

in the month of August, at the co·n

clusion of a sultry day; a thunder 

shower, which had fallen during the 

afternoon, had cooled the air ; the 

blades of grass raised their pointed 

leaves toward Heaven; the wild

flowers, no ,lo11ger drooping, diffu ed 

the· r fragrance tl rough the air, and 

D 3 
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the trees s-eemed decked with new ver
dure: the cattle, as they slowly re
turned ho1newards, grazed on the 
banks of the neighbouring river as 
they went, the swallow tribe flut
tered along the unruffied surface of 
the water, or skimmed, with the ra
pidity of thought, over the adjacent 
meadows : all nature seen1ed to re~ 

JOICe. 

As Mr. Harvey and his sons walk
ed through the woods, that led fr01n 
the village to the valleys beneath, the 
shades of evening began to fall 
around; the bat was seen flitting, 
at intervals, along the glades; the 
beetles occasionally dashed against 
the unwary passenger; the little 
birds nestling in , the branches, 
and the rooks returning homeward, 
in every direction, indicated the ap-
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proach of night. The clouds that 

skirted the horizon were tinged by 
the s2tting sun, and the pale streak 

of red- that extended itself above the 

distant hills, gave promise of a fine 

day. Tn the valley at their feet was 

situated the church> a sn1all, but ve

nerable edifice, nearly obscured by 

the Ivy which covered the tower, and 

which no unha11owed hand had dared 

to displace ; a huge oak, the growth 

of centuries, extended its arms above 

. the humble chancel ; a few cottages 

were scattered around. A little fur-
-

ther, the river, which was visible among 

the trees for 1nany miles, flowed 

calmly along: beyond it were some 

low hills, cultivated to their su1nmits; 

still further, hill and vale were see~t 

a~ternatcly, till the blue. summits of 

a range of very distant mountains 
bounded the prospect. 
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-
As they stood a moment to admire 

this extensive view, the slow tolling 
of the bell announced the approach 
of a funeral. As the boys had never 
witnessed this impressive ceremony, 
their father, after some hesitation, 
complied with their request of per
mitting them to attend the service. 
As they arrived at the church, the 
melancholy procession was entering 
the wicket that separated the church .. 
yard from the green; the coffin was 
supported by six _of the village girls 
in white, and followed by a train of 
· the affiicted relatives ; the father 
and mother, hyo aged infirm people, 
who themselves seemed fast verging 
to the grave, preceded the weeping 
brothers and sisters of her, upon 
whom the tomb wa, about to c1ose, 
·put :Q.Ot for eyer. The scene and 
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service produced, as Mr. Harvey 

expected, a very strong effect upo1;1 
the boys. 

The clergyman met the coffin at 

the gate, and walking before it to the 

church, repeated the following sen

tences with a solemnity an<l impres~ 

siveness, that particularly struck 

them. They had often read them 
before, but, till now, they had never 

felt their weight. The first sentence 
indeed they did not fully comprehend, 

but they understood the last perfectly: 

" I am the resurrection and the life, 
saith the Lord : he that believeth in 

1ne, though he were dead, yet shal.l 

he live; and whosoever liveth, an~l 
b~lieveth in me, shall never die.,,. 

" I know that my Redeemer liveth, 

and that he shall stand at the latter 
day _ upon the earth ; and though 
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after my skin, worms destroy this 
body, yet in my flesh shall I see God : 
whom I shall see for myself, and 1ny 
eyes shall behold, and not another." 
They felt the full force of the Psalm, 
and were n1uch affected by the lesson, 
particularly by this passage : " The 
trumpet shall sound, and the dead 
shall be raised incorruptible, and we 

, shall be changed ; for this corrupt
ible 1nust put on incorruption, and 
this mortal must put on immortality ; 
so when this corruptible shall have 
put on incorruption, and thi · mortal 
shall have put on immortality, then 
shall be brought to pass the saying 
that is written, Death is swallowed 
up in Victory: 0 Death, where is 
thy sting? 0 grave, where is thy 
Victory?'' After they had left the 
Church, and had come to the grave-



THE FUNERAL. 35 

side, the lowering of the coffin was 
attended to with much interest. 
When the Sexton scattered a little 
earth upon the lid, while the clergy .. 
man repeated, "We therefore com
mit her body to the ground ; earth 
to earth, dust to dust, ashes to ashes, 
in sure and certain hope of the re
surrection to eternal life,'' the rela

tives wept bitterly, and the boys 
could not restrain their tears. After 
the conclusion of the service, as the · 
old man dropped a tear into the grave 
of his daughter, he cla$ped his hands 
and said : '' she is gone, the ·staff of 
·my old age, 1ny stay and my comfort, 
I had thought to have gone down 
to the grave before her ; but I shall 
go to her, she shall not return to me. 
The Lord giveth, and the Lord taketh 
away, blessed be the name qf the Lord.; 
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Each took a farewell look into the 
grave, and after a word of comfort 
fr01n the miqister, returned home. As 
Mr. Harvey an.d the boys entered the 
wood, the hymn ( which it is still 
the cust01n to sing, in many country 
places, at a funeral) rose full upon 
their ear; and softened as it was by 
di·stance, they thought it the 1nost 
solemn, and the sweetest 1nusic they 
had ever heard : but as they proceed
ed, the sounds gradually died away. 
It was now dark; the g-low~worm had 
lit her little lamp, faint emblem of 
her who had just departed, whose 
unobtrusive merit, though bright, was 
seen by. fe,v. The nightingale filled 
the woods with her melody, the 
twinkling stars appeared one by one, 
the fallen leaves that rustled beneath 
their feet, reminded the1n : how '' one 
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generation passeth away] and another 
generation cometh.'' 

As for 1nan, so he flourisheth, "for 
the wind passeth over them, and they 
are gone, and the place thereof shall 
know them no 1nore." They ha<l 
just witnessed the funeral of a very 
young woman, she was well known 
to them, and was but a few years old
er than themselves. She had run 
her cour. e; but like the sun, which 
had just sunk below the horizon, she 
had set to rise again with tenfold 
lustre. " Fro1n dust she came, and 
to dust she had returned." • "The 
sun also ariseth, and the sun goeth 
down, and hasteth to the place wl1ence 
he arose." "Vanity of vanities, saith 
the preacher, vanity of vanities, all 
is vanity and vexation of spirit." A 
few years hence, said Mr. Herve:y1 

i 
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we shall all have joined her in the 
grave. 

"That," saidGeorge, "is certainly 
true ; but every thing is so beautiful, 
and all so happy, that it is a very 
1nelancholy reflection." "You have 
lived but few years,'' said ~r. H., 
" and have had but few things to dis
gust you: but still you should be
ware how you set your affections on 
the things of this world, the sun 
which has set this evening, has set 
to rise no more upon thousands who 
are as young and younger than your
selves. As to its being a 1nelancho
ly thought, it can only be so to those, 
who think of death as the extinction 
of existence, the loss of all happiness 
and "to those, who perish without 
hope," in neither of which lights, my 
children, I pray God you may ever 
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view it. If we consider death, as 

merely a change of the state of our 

being, it will disarm it of many of its 

terrors. . The Caterpillar, which, 

a few months ago, crawled an insig

nificant worrn upon the ground, now 

disengaged from it first form, flutters 

fro1n flower to flower, and traverses 

the fields of air. Such, but more 

glorious, is the change that death 

effects in us. You re1nember the 

words of our Saviour to the dying·, 

but repentant and believing thief." 

Geo. "This day shalt thou be 

with me in Paradise." Is not death 

frequently called sleep, in Scripture ? 

]}fr. 1-I. Yes: as man resteth from 

his labour, and lyeth down to sleep; 

so does he rest from his labour and 

his troubles, and sleepeth in the grave. 

Our bodies shall sleep in the dust, 
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till the last trumpet shall awaken 
them; " then the grave shall deliver 
up the dead, and we shall all stand 
before the judg1nent-seat of Christ." 
This wor] d is, indeed, a happy one ; 
and we may freely partake of all its 
lawful enjoyments, but life is short 
in this world; for every n1inute we 
live here, we must live thousands of 
years hereafter. As a drop is to the 
wave, as a grain of sand on the sea 
shore; so are our days, to the years 
of eternity. We are here placed, for 
a short time, in a state of trial. On 
our conduct here depends our hap
piness for ever : if we approve our
selves '' heirs of salvation," we shall 
inherit the kingdom of heaven: but 
otherwise we must perish ; every 
man shall be rewarded, according 
to the deeds he hath done on the 
earth . 
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That such were the thoughts of the 
shortness of life, entertained by the 
inspired writers, is evident. " The 
days,-'' said the venerable Patriarch, 
•' of the years of my pilgri1nage are 
a hundred and thirty years : few 
and evil have the days of the years 
of my life been, and have not attained 
unto the days of the years of the life 
of my fathers in the days of their 
pilgrimage.>~ "Behold," says the 
Psalmist, " thou hast 1nade n1y days 
as an. hand breadth, and mine age is 
nothing before thee : verily, _ every 

_ man at his best estate is altogether 
vanity.> ' 

Geo. Life is, I think, frequently 
compared to a Journey, in Scrip
ture. · 

Mr. H. Yes. We are all travel
lers journeying to the grave: some 

E 3 
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arrive speedily at the appointed 
place, and some travel on for a 
longer period. Like fellow travellers 
·we ought to assist each other in our 
journey, and, like them, frequently 
·employ our n1inds and conversation 
with each other, on our prospects 
and the hopes of our final destina
tion. As Christians, we are all jour
neying to the same heavenly City, 
and, like anxious travellers, we ought 
not to set our 1ninds and affections 
on the objects we meet with by the 
road : we n1ay step aside and ·enjoy 
them·, we n1ay stop an instant and 
admire then1, but we must not liriger; 
we must not load ourselves with riches, 
or with any of the cares of this lif e1 

so as to hinder us in our pilgrimage. 
If we 1neet with any irnpedi1nent to 
our progress, we must use our utmost 
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endeavours to remove them. "These 
all," as the Apostle of the Gentiles, 
hath said, " confessed they were 
strangers and Pilgrims in the earth. 
For they that say such things declare 
plainly that they seek a country, 
And truly if they had been mindful 
of that country from whence they 
can1e out, they might have had 
opportunity to have returned. But 
now they desire a better country, 
that is, an heavenly : wherefore God 
is not ashamed to be called their 
God : for he hath prepared for the1u 
a City" 

\\,re must beware how we enter 
into temptation. The way is narrow : 
i we are led astray it is only'by the 
grace of God that we can ever find 
it again. But, above all, prayer to 
God for his guidance and support, 



I 

44 THE FUNERAL. 

is the only sui·e means of conquering 
the terror of death. " In the hour 
of death, and in the day of judg1nent, 
good Lord deliver us.'~ -
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COST OF A BREAKFAST, 

'' Let us consider how many arts and professions 
are necessary for this purpose." 

JJ/Ir. Hervey. Well boys. I sup
pose your morning walk has given 
you an appetite for your breakfast. 

Chas. Yes, indeed ; we have been 
round by the wind-mill and heath, 
and have seen the poultry fed, and 
have been at hon1e this half hour. 

G eo. And since we returned, we 
have been endeavouring to count the 
number of men who have been em
ployed in making the rolls, which 
are growing cold while we are talk
ing about then1, papa. 

Mr. H. I believe, that you are 
scarcely aware of the nun1ber. Cast 
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your eyes upon the table, and let us 
try to ascertain how many people 
have been required to procure our 
very simple breakfast. But, first, by 
how many different countries do you 
think the articl~s are supplied? 

Geo. Let n1e think-Coffee, where 
does that come . fi~om ? 

Chas. Arabia, I believe: does it 
·· not, sir? 

Mr. H. Yes. A'nd the sugar
Geo. From the West-Indian Is

lands. 
Mr. H. And you know it is there 

cultivated by slaves, the poor injured 
sons of Africa ; and the cream being 
the produce of our own farm, yon 
find that the natives of all the four 
quarters of the' earth, Asiatics, A1ne
ricans, Africans, and Europeans, 
unite their ·labours before we can 
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enjoy, even the luxury of a dish of 
Coffee. 

Geo. The cups I think are made in 
China. 

Chas. Yes :-and _the tea-spoons , 
are silver, and silver co1nes from 
America. , 

Mr. I-I. Silver is found, not in 
A1nerica alone, but in various other 
countries; and, then, the cloth being 
of British manufactory, we have here 
assembled the productions of five
different countries, some of which 
are distant several thousand rniles. I 
will endeavour now, to give you 
some notion of the labour necessary 
for procuring these articles of com-
1non use. First, the Coffee tree is 
to be planted, the ground cultivated; 
then it requires to be supplied with 
water; the berries, when ripe, 1nust 
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be gathered and freed fron1 tl1eir ex
ternal covering, dried, and packed 
for exportation : so we have got em
ployn1ent here for an Arab and all 
his fa.n1ily. 

Geo. But all Coffee does not con1e 
from Arabia. 

Jll[r. JI. Certainly not, it is only 
that of the best quality; but wherever 
produced, it must undergo the saine 
operations. · 

Chas. And afterwards, it has to be 
roasted and ground, which, I believe, 
is done in England. 

Jvir. I-I. Certainly, and that can
not be done without fire and iron ; 
and thus we call in the collier, the 
blacksmith, the iron-founder, the 
miner, and I know not how many 
trades besides, that would req uirc 
more time to enumerate than I can 
at present spare , 
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Geo. Well, papa, the sugar is the 
next ingredient; that comes from the 
vV est and -East Indies. 

Jl!Ir. H. Yes ; and to procure this 
luxury, thousands of our fellow crea
tures are doon1ed to spend their lives 
in the n1ost rigorous servitude, de
prived of all hope of the termination 
of their misfortunes, but that which 
death affords. You have lately read 
an account of the dreadful sufferings 
of the West-Indian slaves, and, 1 
doubt not, it has made an impression 
on your 1ninds that will not soon be 
effaced-but to return to the subject 
of labour. The canes must be first 
pl_anted, which, in some countries, is 
a work of no little toil ; the ground 
previously requiring to be reduced 
into the state of 1nud, by artificial 
watering. The canes are afterwa11ds 

1" 
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to be secured to stakes, and, when 
the l~arvest comes, they must be cut, 
and the juice pressed out by heavy 
rollers, which is then to be boiled 
down, and packed in hogsheads. 
Thus, besides those things that p,re 
immediately employed, we 1nust con
sider, that the work cannot be carried 
on without tools to cut the canes, 
mills to press them, boilers to evapo
rate the juice in, alun1 and lime to 
make it crystalize, and, when ex
ported, hogsheads to put the sugar 
. 
Ill. 

Geo. Now we come to the cream. 
Jvir. I-I. The labour requisite for 

procuring which you are acquainted 
with, and cream churned affords the 
butter for our rolls. 

Chas. I suppose the manufacture 
of cups employs a great many people, 
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Mr. H. Yes, indeed. I intend 
taking you soon to see a porcelain 
manufactory, and you will then form 
a more correct estimate of the num
bers that are employed, than I can 
give you-by mere words. Some, you 
will see, busied in digging the clay ; 
some in forming the cups; other·, 
in grinding· flints~ baking- the cups 
into what is called biscuit, or glazing 
them, and others in painting them. 
Before . the last mentioned operation 
alone can be executed, an amazing 
number of people must unite their 
efforts. As the , colours are chiefly 
mineral, gold, silver, and copper 
n1iners, and those who get manganese 
and many other metals, must be em
ployed. Gold affords the very rich 
purple, that is used in the finest and 
most costly pieces; to procure which 
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we must set the chemists to work, 
who will necessarily call in the aid 
of other businesses ; and we must 
once more travel all over the world, 
to collect the colours for our plates. 
The Chinese have this advantage over 
us, that they procure them nearly all 
in their own country. 

Chas. Then for the bread, we must 
employ the · farmer, the miller, the 
brewer, the salt n1aker, and the baker, 
who, in their turn, will employ many 
others. 

#Ir. I-I. You are right, and now 
for the cloth, and, by that time, we 
shall have done breakfast. 

Geo. Why there is the farmer who 
grew the flax, the man who dressed 
it, those who spun the thread, and 
those who wove the cloth. 

Chas. But yet, we have to get 
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our sugar from India, our coffee from 
Arabia, and the cups from China. 

Geo. That will afford plenty for 
the sailors and the ship builders to 
do, and, after the ship is built, we 
shall want ropes and sails to rigg it, 
ordnance to defend it, and food to 
victual it, and a great deal more. 

Mr. 1-I. A great deal more in
deed !-for I believe that, if you and 
your brother will reflect, you will 
find, before a ship can be fitted out 
completely, for a voyage to China, 
every trade in the world must be 
employed, either directly or indi
rectly. 

Geo. What must every trade in 
the world be e1nployed before I can 
have a cup of coffee ! I had not, in
deed, any idea of that. 

Mr. JI. I dare say not-we sel
f 3 
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don1 reflect upon the nurnber of men, 
who n1ust unite their efforts to pro
cure for us those things which we 
are daily in the habit of using, or 

even of destroying without a thought. 
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EvAPOR.A.TION PRODUCES CoLD, 

All Evaporation produces cold. A person 
might be frozen to death in Summer, by being 
sprinkled with Ether. 

PARKS. 

Geo. When my brother and I were 
bathing this 1norning, we observed, 
that, on coming out of the water, we 
felt colder than whilst we were swim
ming, though the air was, at that 

• time, much warmer than the water. 
We could not agree as to the cause 
of this sensation, and , determined to 
ask you. I thought that our feeling 
warmer in the water was owing to 
the exercise of s win1ming, put this 
Charles would not admit. 

Chas. And we also observed that 
on the wind rising we felt still colder. 
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Father. In the tea urn, wJ:iich is 
now standing on the table, you are 
a ware there is a red-hot heater; now, 
that heater will,. in a short time, · be 
of nearly the same temperature as the 
water : what do you think will have 
become of its heat? 

Chas. I believe, 'sir, that the iron 
keeps the water boiling, and that the ' 
principal part of the heat flies off, 
along with part of' the water, in the 
form' of steam. 

Father. Desire the servant to bring 
the tin tea-kettle with some boiling 
water in it. I will set the kettle on 
the fire-you observe the water 
boils, and a quantity" of steam issues 
fro1n the spout, now, if I make the 
fire burn as· briskly a I can, I cannot 

·111ake the water red-hot; I cannot, 
indeed, make it hotter than boiling: 
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what do you think becomes of the 
heat, that is every instant co1nmuni
cated to it? 

Geo. I suppos~ it flies off with the 
steam ; and you cannot make the 
water hotter by increasing the firei 
because, the more heat you commu
nicate to the water, the greater the 
quantity of steam that will be gene
rated to carry it off. 

Father. Now, whilst the kettle is 
boiling violently, I will take it off the 
fire, and place it with the bottom on 
my hand. You observe it does not 
burn me-but if I was to allow it to 
remain on, after it had 
ing, it would bun1 me. 
account for tbis? 

ceased boil
I-low do you 

Chas. I really do not know-it is 
very singular; but did it not feel very 
hot? 
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Fathe1". No, not at all. Whenever 
water, or any other fluid, flies off in 
vapour, it is said to evapo~ate, and 
the process is called evaporation. 
When any liquid evaporates, part of 
. its heat combines with the vapour or 
stea1n, and, of course, leaves the re
maining liquid with less heat than 
it had before -: that is to say, colder. 
Thus, by the evaporation of part of 

• the water in the kettle, the re1nainder 
was prevented from .rising higher ii1 
temperature than what is commonly 
called the boiling point; and 'it was 
the rapid evaporation of the· water 
fr0111 the bott01n of the kettle, that 
kept it cool enough, to prevent its 
burning me; and when the boiling, 
and of course the rapid evaporation 
of the water, ceased, the botton1 of 
the kettle instantly became too hot 
for me to sustain it longer. 



EVAPORATION. 59 

Geo. But liquids sometimes evapo
rate without boiling: for instance, if 
I spill a little water on the tray, it 
will soon have evaporated entirely. 
Does this kind of evaporation produce 
cold? 

Father. I will show you. The 
temperature of this basin of water, is 
nearly the same as that of the air in 
the room ; for it has stood here ~ome 
hours. I will plunge into it this 
thern1ometer.-You observe, the mer
cury in it has sunk three divisions or 
degrees; therefore, the temperature 
of the water is three degrees lower 
than that of the atmosphere. I will 
wrap the bulb with a single fold of 
cloth, and again plunge it into the 
water : you see, it sinks to the same 
point as before. I will now take it 
out of the water. y OU know, the 
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t-e1nperature of the roon1 1s greater 
than that of the water, the mercury, 
therefore, ought to rise, but, - you· ob
serve, the evaporation of the water 
in the rag has caused it to sink still 
lower. I will repeat the experiment, 
whilst your. brother blows with the 
bellows upon the wet rag : the 
111ercury descends still lower than 
before. 

Geo. I , now understand the reason 
why we felt colder when we came 
out of the water, than during the time 
,,~e were in it. When the thern10-
meter was taken out of the cold 
water into the warro air, the evapo
ration of the moisture adhering to it 
caused it to be colder than when it 
was in the water; and this was ex
actly the same with us. The evapo~ 
ration of the water, adhering ta our 



EVAPORATION. 61 

skins, caused the sensation of a greater 
degree of ~old, than even the cold 
water did. But how . did blowing 
upon the thermometer produce a 
greater degree of cold? 

Father. I will tender these two 
pieces of paper equally fnoist, now, 
blow upon one with the bellows, and 
leave the other to dry by itself. 

Chas. The one I blow upon i_s 
nearly dry, the other is still quite 
wet. 

}ather. That is to say, the evapo .. 
ration of the 1noisture from the one has 
been 1nore rapid, than from the other. 
When you blew upon the thermorne
ter, the evaporation frorn it was more 
rapid than when left to itself; and the 
heat dissipated is always in proportion 
to the evaporation, other things re
mair~ing ·the same, and this was 

G 
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also the case when you were exposed 
to the wind. But this is not the 
only reason why · you felt colder in 
the wind, than under shelter from 
it; for, if you had not been wet, the 
same thing would have happened in 
a smaller degree. Thus, a hot iron, 
from·which there is no evaporation, 
will cool sooner -when exposed to a 
current of air, than when placed 
where it is calm. 

Geo. Suppose, I' were to blow upon 
the thermometer when it is dry, what 
would happen? 

Father . Try. 
Geo. The mercury does not sink, 

which is a proof, in this instance, that 
the diminution of heat is caused by 
,increased evaporation. 

Father. The principle of evapora
tion is, in hot countries, applied to cool-
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ing wines, and procuring _ice. The 

wine to be cooled is placed in an 

earthen jar full of water, this jar is 

so porous, that the water slowly per

colates through the sides, and evapo-

. rates, the evaporation cooling its 

contents. When this jar is placed 

in a cool situation during the night, 

the cold produced is so great, as 

to cause a small quantity of the 

. water it contains to freeze. I told 

you before, that the heat dissi

pated is in proportion .to , the evapo

ration. Now, some fluids .evaporate 

much more readily tha,,n oth~rs. I will 

repeat the former experiment with 

different liquids. I will dip the bulb, 

first, into olive oil, which does not 

evaporate at all. 
Chas. And it does not affect the 

thermometer. 
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Father. This is brandy, which eva
porates more readily than water. 

Geo. The thermometer has sunk, 
very low indeed. I suppose that 
brandy is used to bathe bruises, in 
preference to water, from its produc
ing a greater. degree of cold. 

Father. Certainly. This is ether, 
which evaporates almost instantly. It 
is the middle of July. Into this ether 
I will dip the bulb, previously wrap
ped with a fold of cloth, three times, 
leaving about half a minute between 
each dip. · 

Chas. Well, this is an1azing, the 
n1ercury has sunk. 17 degrees below 
freezing ! · · 

Father. In this s1nall glass tube 
is half a tea-spoonful of water. I will 
turn it slowly round· with one hand , 
dropping out of this vial ether, so as 
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to keep the tube moist, for you see, 

it evaporates with great rapidity, dif

fusing a strong unpleasant _ odour. 

There is my, watch, tell 1ne when four 

minutes have-elapsed. 

G N . I 
eo. ow, sir . 

Father. I will now break the tube. 

Chas. The water 1s frozen into a 

solid lump of ice, how wonderful! 

Geo. But could you not have avoid

ed breaking the tube? 

Father. I might, by having frozen 

into the water a bit of fine crooked 

wire, have drawn the ice out without 

breaking the tube. Th~ 1nost econo

mical n1ethod of trying this curious 

experin1ent is, to bore a hole through 

a cork, and to thrust a piece of tobacco 

pipe through the hole. The cork of 

the bottle being then removed, js to 

be replaced by the perforated one. 

G 3 
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When the phial is inverted, the ether, 
if good, 1nay be n1ade to drop with 
the requisite speed by grasping the 
phial with a warm hand. I will pour 
a little upon your hand. 

Chas. It feels very cold, colder 
than ice. 

Father. It is owing to the rapi(l 
evaporation. 
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ON Tl-IE CLOTHING OF ANIMALS IN IIOT 

AND IN COLD CUM ATES, 

"The provident careofthe Creatoris evidently 

seen in this appointment and discovers the same 

undeviating attention to the comfort of all his 

creatures: hence, the clothing of animal,;; in 

the torrid zone is hair; in the temperate zones, 

wool; in the frigid, thick fur." · 

Chas. Look, father, at the old 

hor~e under the hedge. How very 

rough his c;oat is. 

Father. Yes, he is casting· his 

heavy ·winter covering of hair, and, 

in a short time, will appear as s1nooth 

and sleek as he used to do last sum .. 

1ner. 
Chas. But, papa, the horses that 

have been kept in the stable, during 

the winter, are not so roug-h . 

. F'ather. No; exposure to tqe cold 
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has . the effect _ of thickening the hair 
of animals. This horse has been ex
posed to the rigours of the winter, 
·with no other shelter, from the incle
mencies of that season, than what an 
old wall, or leafless hedg·e could af
f o~d. While those in the stable have I 

been· protected from the cold, and 
sheltered from the snows and rain 
with the greatest care. Yet still, 
though they have not acquired such 
a warm coat of hair, it thickened, a 
little, at the approach of winter; and 
they are now casting it, though · you 
do not pe1~ceive the change, because 
the loose hair is regularly combed off. 

Geo. Dp all animals change their 
·hair in this manner ? 

Father. In countries where the dif
ference of. temperature between the 
hot and cold seasons of the year is 
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great, the hair of all animals grows 

longer and more abundantly at the 

approach of winter ; and, in the 

spring, as they would be too warmly 

clothed, the hair falls off, and a light

er coat springs up. " HE, who tem

pers the wind to the shorn lamb, l l 

rather tempers the warmth of _the 

cloathing to' the rigours of the season. 

Chas . .. Does the -hair of ?,nimals, 

the natives of hot climates, ·_ differ 

much from that of the animals. of 

the north? 
Father. It µoes. In hot countries 

animals are lightly clothed with hair: 

in cold ones with wool and fur. The 

coat of a little Finland poney, or a 

G-reenland dog, bears a stronger ·re

semblance to wool, than that of a 

N umidian sheep. Some anirµals, as 

the sheep and dog, inhabit coun.tries 
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,of very different temperatures ; be
,:eaus.e, as I have just mentioned, the 
hair of the one, in cold climates, be
-comes converted into a warn1 fur, and 
the wool of the other, in hot ones, 
degenerates into hair. Animals, such 
as the white bear, that never loses its 
fur, or the elephant whose hair does 
not much increase by cold, commonly 
.inhabit places of certain temperatures. 
·Man is the only being who can vary 
· the- warmth of his clothing at will, 
and, of course, the only one that can 
live in all countries, with nearly 
equal ease. 

Geo. Yet, I have seen both the ele
·phant and the white bear, in Eng

, ·land. _ 
Father. Yes, but exposure to a 

G_reenland frost, by which the white 
bear is not inconvenienced, for a single 
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hour, would prove fatal to the ele
phant; and the bear is with difficulty 
kept cool, by plentiful supplies of 
water, even in our northern clime. 

Chas. What is the reason that n1an 
in hot climates is black like the ne.:. 
groes, or copper-coloured, and in 
cold ones white? 

Geo. It is what has often puzzled 
me, because last winter, father, you 
showed us, that black absorbs heat 
much faster than white : for, when 
you laid a piece of black, and one of 
white_ cloth, on the snow, when the 
sun shone, the black cloth soon be-
came warm enough to n1elt the snow 
beneath it, whilst the white piece lay 
upon the surface, without producing 
any effect. 

Cha_s. Yes, and when my fathei 

blackened the bulb of one thermome..; 
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ter, and whitened that of another, and 
11.ung them together in the sunshine, 
how much more rapidly the mercury 
ascended in the one, than in the other. 
_ Geo. -I should have thought from 
this, that the people in hot · countries 
should have been white, that, like the 
white thermometer they might have 
kept cool where the sun is so power
ful: and, that tho. e of the north, 
should have been black, , that they 
rnight have received the full bene_ 
fit of the little sunshine that is there. 

Father. Thus far your rea oning 
is correct, but, let us go into the house 
and I will shew you an experirn.ent, 
that will at once satisfy your minds 
upon the subject. These tvvo canis
ters are equal in size, are of the 
same hape, are both made of tin 
and are coated with a.u equal thickness 
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of paint. I believe there is no dif
ference between them, excepting that 
one is white and the other black. 
Into ~ach of them I will pour an 
equal quantity of hot water, and as
certain th€: temperature by means of 
this thermometer. You observe, the 
mercury stands at the same degree in 
each! I will now put the lids on, 
and wait a few minutes, during which -
time do not speak to 1ne as I am going 
ta write a letter. 

Geo. I have ·· 1net with an acci .. 
dent, sir, I am afraid you will be very 
angry: I have brok~;n the thermo
Il}eter . . 

Father,, ~ecured as that instrument -
was, you must have be.en extremely 
cc;treless. How did you do it? 

Geo. I saw you plunge the ther
mometer into the boiling water in 

H 
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that pan, the other day, to show us 
that the mercury would ascend no 
higher than 212, and I wanted to re
peat the experiment; but the 1noment 
the thermo1neter reached the water, it 
broke. 
· Father. I am glad to find that it 

was broken_ through ignorance, and 
not carelessness. I ought to have 
told you that no instrun1ent, made of 
g] ass, will bear a sudden change, 
either fron1 cold to heat, ·or from heat 
to cold. Before I plunged the ther
mometer into the boiling fluid I 
wanned it gradually in the steam, 
and immersed it with caution. We 
will now examine the canisters with 
this thermometer, which is filled with 
mercury. Thermometers in which the 
fluid is spirit are improper for experi
ments in which heat is employed 
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Geo. The water in the black canis
ter has sunk in temperature 15 de
grees, that in the white one but 6, 
what can be the reason ? 

Father. It is entirely owing to the 
difference in colour, the black one 
parts with its heat much more ~eadily 
than the white one. I dare say you 
perceive the application. 

Chas. The inhabitants of hot coun
tries are black, that they may part 
with their superfluous heat more 
readily than if they were white. 

Father. Yes; and for the same rea
son it is, that in cold climates, at the 
approach of winter animals become 
lighter coloured : far no,rth, hares and 
foxes become quite white. The b_el
lies of animals require to be kept 
warmer than the rest of their bodies, 
and are in general, 1ighter coloured, 
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frequently quite-white, as in the hare, 
the rabbit, and the cat. 

N ote.-The thermometer ·is an instrument 
that ought to be put into the·hnnds of all chil .. 
dren, as soon as they are capable of using it, as 
it may be made the scmrce of much instruction 
and great amusement. It should be a large, 
mercurial thermometer, attached to a graduated 
scale, and as plainly fitted. up as possible; that it 
may not be injured by moisture. When the di .. 
visions become indistinct, they may be restored 
to their original blackness by rubbipg the scale 
·with the snuff of a candle. 

An ~xc~llent and most entertaining account 
9f t11e barometer and thermometer, is given 
by :Miss Edgeworth, in the "Continuation of 

,Early Lessons." 
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CYRUS, A DRAMA . 

0 the fierce wretchedness that glory brings us ! 
Who would not wish to be from wealth exempt? 
Since riches point to misery and contempt. 

Who'd be so mocked with glory, as to live 
But in a dream of friendi:;hip? 

Tn:rnN OF A·rHEN~ 

PERSONS OF TI-IE DRA.llfA, 

CvRus, J(ing of Pe1'Sia. 
Cn<Esus, lately king of ]jybia; now prisoner to tlze 

J(ing of Persia. 
Guards, Soldie1·s, ~-c. 

SCENE 1st. 

Tlze Tent of Cyrus.-Enter Cr(Esus 
loaded with chains. 

Cr(ESUS. Cyrus, I have come to 
learn my doom. What mean these 
bonds? Is the nan1e of Crresus still 
terrible? Or dost thou think to add 
to mine afflictions, and to feast thy 

H 3 
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pride with the ignominy of a van• 
quished foe? Then know, oh ty
Tant ! that I despise thy wrath. 

Cyrus. Away with him and all 
his followers to the flames. · 

Cr(l;sus. For myself, 1 did expect 
no better d001n; but what are these, 
that they should share my fate? I 
·was a king, as thou art: We fought, 
and fortune gave thee victory. These, 
my comrades and my soldiers, obeyed 
but my commands; and, faithful to 
the!r lord, have followed me through 
victory, and in my fatl. But here 
they stay :--Not to the pile oh Cyrus! 
Have the Gods put power into thy 
hands? and wilt thou use it like a 
savage? 

Cyrus. Away with hi1n-Away 
with them-to the flames. 

Crcesus. For myself, oh Cyrus, 
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I can bear what thou choosest to in
flict. I have lost my crown, my 
friends, my all-all that could tie 
me to this world. The chai11 is 
broken ; death hath nought horrible 
to me; but for these, act nobly. Par
don them their crime, the guilt of hav
ing followed their king too far; at the 
hour of death, the thought of mercy 
shewn is sweet. Pardon these, oh 
Cyrus! 

Cy1~us. · Away with them. 
1st. Soldier. Most noble Crresus ! 

we have followed thee through all thy 
fortunes, and will die with thee. 

Cra;sus. My tomrad~s and my 
friehds, for myself I have ·no hopes or 
fears ; but for you my bosoln bleeds
you've followed me, indeed, too faith
fully, too far. But he who reigns 
omnipotent hath seen, and will re-
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ward, this bloody · deed. Though 

now it slee ) his thunder yet ~hall 

strike the .tyrant. Thou wretch, I 

scorn thee, and,defy thy power; thou 

mayst consu1ne my flesh, but my soul 

t11ou ~anst not slay. 
Cyrus. Away with the fellow to 

the flames, and let the pile be seven
fold large ; we'll try if that can move 

him. What sayst thou now? 

· Cra:sus. That thou mayst redden 

the heayens with thy flames but that 

I fear thee not.-Thou wilt have no 
power upon me when we meet again 

among the dead. Cyrus, till then 

farewell ! and you, my_ friends, till 

then adieU"! [Ea·it Guards leading 

him away.] 
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SCENE 2nd. 
' 

A Funeral Pile. Crcesus · in chains 
ipon ·it. Cyrus and atten~ants look
ing on. Soldiers with ~arches around 
the Pile. 

Crcesus. Oh Solon! 
Cyrus. Whose name dost thou 

invoke? dost thou yet defy 1ny 
power? ,., 

Crcesus. His whose words ~ught 
ever to speak to the hearts of kings. 

Cyrus. Whom meanest thou? 
Crcesus. Cyrus, I hate . thee not, 

I bear thee · no revenge, and I had , 
rather that thy heart were changed 
than thou upon this pile and I upon 
thy throne ; draw near, and I will 
teach thee what, when thou art hum .. 
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bled to the dust as ~' thou mayest 
remember. 

Cyrus. Say on. 
Crt:esus. When I, 0 king, was 

in my power upon the throne, Solon_ 
the Athenian visited my court. To 
him, I showed ·my power, the riches 
of my court, the glory of my reign ; 
and, in my pride, I asked, what man 
he thought the happiest. To which 
he said "Tellus, the Athenian.'~ 
" And why·?" I said, .ff Oh Solon!''. 
" Tellus,'' replied the sage, "was vir
tuous, happy in his life, his parents, 
his children, and in his death." · "And 
whom,'' I vainly asked, ' ';esteemest 
thou next to Tellus," to which he 
answered, " _Cleobis and Biton : 
These deserved their parents' love, 
their country's gratitude, of Greece 
the admiration, and . in their death 
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t}Ieyearned eternalfame:'' "And is the 
happiness o( a king," said I, "so little 
regarded, 0 Grecian Stranger, that 
you prefer the mean condition of an 
Athenian or an Argive citizen?'' To 
which, he replied, " The life of man 
is seventy years, but yet so changeful 
and so varied, that he who rules to-day 
n1ay wi8b that he had been a slave to
morrow. He, whom ~he tide bears 
prosperously amidst this sea of trou 
ble, is fortunate, but, till his death, we 
cannot say, 'this man was happy.''' 
Cyrus, thou art fortunate, but not yet 
happy. 

Cyrµs. Most noble Crcesus, de
scend, be thou our fr ie_ d, and share 
our throne. - [ Descends.] 

All. May the king live for ever ! 
Cyrus. To these I cannot grant 

their freedom, they are in thy hand. 
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Crre$.zts ! · Freedom, n1y friends, 
your love J wHl requite. 

[ Interrupted by shouts of Long 
live tht; king ! may Crresus live for 
ever.] 

. ' I 
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lnLENE8S 1s THE Roo'I1 oF ALL Evn. 

But ill he lived, much evil saw, 
With men to whom no better law., 

Nor better life, was known. 
WORDSWORTH~ 

Mr. Hervey took his two Sons 
along with him,- one day, to visit a 

prison. As Mr. Hervey was well 
known to the keeper, he was ad1nitted 

without hesitation, to whatever part 

of th~ building he .desired. , The 

boys were much shocked by the de

jected and sickly appearance of 1nany 

of the,, prisoners ; and by the damp 

and d"4sky apartments in which they 
were confined. The gloomy aspect 

which the massy stone walls, and the 
windows strongly grated with iron 

I 
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bars, gave the building, made them 
shudder. They .-pressed closer to 
their father, as they gazed upon the 
malignant countenances ·of some fero
cious-looking men, who were walk
ing in the court; who just raised their 
eyes as the visitors passed, ·and then 
drew their slouched hats lower over 
their brows, as if ashamed or unwill .. 
ing to be seen. 

At every step, the clanking of their 
chains resounded through the wa11s. 
The first cell they looked into, was 
the debtors'. It was a low, arched 
apartment; the window secured by 
massy iron bars let deeply into a 
heavy stone fran1e, and intersected 
by others. Around a few e1nbers 
burning on the hearth, were seated, 
in profound silence, several melan
choly, emaciated-looking men. In 
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one corner, laid upon a little straw, 

was -a man ~pparently dying of the 

ague. : Between the bars of the win

dow, was squeezed the crown of an 

old hat, beside it was fastened a slip 

of wood, with " Remember the poor 

debtors," carved in rude characters 

upon it. '' Here may be," said Mr. 
Hervey, " among these wretched men, 

some unfortunates, who have been 

ruined by unavoidable 1nisfortunes : 

but the greatest part are men, who 

found it easier to live by taking goods 

which they had it not in their power 

to pay for; and by borrowing money 

which they could not return, than by 

working to procure an honest liveli

hood. ' Idleness is the root of all 
·1 ',, ev1. 
They next looked into a cell, simi

lar in most respects to the_ fqrmer, .in 
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which were confined those who had 
committed petty thefts. In it were 
a n1ixed multitude of all ages : boys 
of nine and ten years old: apprentices 
and young men, along with the aged 
and infirm, who seemed just tottering 
on the brink of the grave. 
· "These,'' said Mr~ I-Iervey, '' are 
people, who thought' it pleasanter to 
take what did · not belong to t11em, 
than, by labour, to procui·e it honest 
ly. t Idlel}ess is the root of al_l evil.''' 

In a strong vaulted apartni.ent, sunk 
so far beneath the ground as to receive 
the light fro1n a grating above, with• 
out fire, and from the smallness of the 
aperture, almost without light, were 
confined those who had committed 
felonies. On looking through the 
grate, they could only discern some 
figlues moving about ; and they heard 
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mingled with the clanking of chain~, 

singing and laughter, oaths and i1n

precations. "This," said Mr. Her

vey, "is the last receptacle of human 

misery and depravity. These men 

pteferred breaking into their neigh

bour's house to extort from him, by 

fear or pain, his hard-earned savings, , 

before a more laborious life. Some 

of them will he banished from their 

country, their homes, and their 

friends; and some few of the worst 

will be put to death. Yet you see 

many of these wretches are so hard

ened as, in a great measure, to appear 

insensible of their fate. 'Idleness is 

the root of all evil.'" 

The next cell, into which Mr. Her

vey desired to be admitted, was the 

condemned cell : that is, the apart

ment in which persons are confined? 
I 3 
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between the time that sentence of 
death is passed upon them, and of its 
being carried into exec·ution. It was 
a small · ro·om, in which there was no 
fire place,- the dim light that en;_ 
tered, were a few straggling rays that, 
having passed the heavy atmosphere 
of the court, found their way through 
a narrow loop-hole obscured by a 
double set of bars. 

The cell was so dusky, that they 
did not at first perceive that there 
was any one in it besides themselves. 
The boys felt a kind of shuddering, 
as the massy oak door, studded with 
iron nails, grated oi1 its rusty hinges. 
As they heard the tutnkey lock th~ 
door behind them, and replace bolt 
after bolt, with a noise which echoed 
along the '\\aulted passages like thun
der, they grasped their father'·s hand; 
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and though conscious, that there was 
not the slighest cause for alarm, they 
did not remove their eyes from the 
door, till they could hear the last 
footsteps of the retreating turnkey, 
no longer. 

After remaining in the cell a few 
minutes, they found they could see 
more distinctly; and, in a short time 
every object became visible. In one 
corner, wa.s seated a man, the sole 
occupant of th~ apartment. H.is 
heavy fetters were secured to an iron 
cramp, let into the stone wo:k of the 
wall: His elbows rested on his knees, 
and his face was buried in his hands. 
He did not seem to pay any attention 
to them, or ·even to be conscious that 
any one was present. On Mr. Her
vey's addressing him by name, the 
man looked up. He was rather a 
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good .. looking· man, about sixGand ... 
thirty, and appeared as if he had 
been in the sea service. There was 
nothing of ferocity in his counte
nance. He had, evidently, been in 
tears; but he wiped themawayhastily, 
as if ashamed of them. 

On seeing Mr. flervey, he grasped 
his hand. A faint smile passed ·over 
his face for an instant, and he said : 
"this is kind, sir, very kind, may hea
ven shew such kindness to you as 
you have shewn to 1ne P' The man 
then added : " Is there any hope, sir?'' 
"Some,'' replied Mr. Hervey, "but 
do not flatter yourself. Perhaps,'' 
said Mr. Hervey, " if the state of your 
mind will permit, you will favour us 
with some little of your history.'' 
"My mind, thank God, is somewhat 
calmer than wl~en I saw your honour 
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last," replied the man, · "and though 

it · may be painful to n1e1 to think over 

my past life of sin and_ wickedness, 

if it will amuse you, sir, and be of any 

use to these young gentlemen, in 

watn.ing them of the danger of acq uir

ing · evil habits of Idleness, it is at 

your service. Idleness was my ruin. 

'Idleness is the root of all evil.' " 

" I was born of respectabie parents, 

who earned a good living from a small 

farm of their own. But being of a 

weakly constitution, my mother would 

never let me do· any work, nor let me 

go to sch,ool ; lest sitting all day at 

my book should injure my health. 

From having nothing to do, I used 

to wander about with all the idle 

vagabonds of the town ; and for want 

of employment, we used to amuse 

ourselves by1bird-nesting, setting traps 
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for sparrows, and pilfering gardens. 
ThusJ acquired such inveterate habits 
of idleness, as nothing could subdue: 
When I grew older, my father found 
it impossible to make me work, and 
therefore bound me apprentice to a 
joiner: and a good situation I might 
have had, but I was so idle he could 
make nothing of me _; and having run 
away twice, he gave me up my in
dentures at the end of six months. I 
had wisdom enough to be sorry, and 
deter1nined to be no longer idle. My 
father said to. me : ' idleness has lost 
you this place. 'Idleness is the root 
of all evil.'" 

"I ·was then very steady and dili
gent for about a month, at the end 
of which period I relapsed ·· into 
1ny old habits; and time hanging 
heavy on my hands, I got into a way 
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of frequenting public houses and 

gan1ing. My father now refused to 

support n1e, and to keep myself from 
starving, for my character was so b~d 
that no one would employ me, I took 

to snaring gan1e; but being discovered, 
I narrowly escaped transportation. 

My father visited me in prison. 
"Jack," said he, "' Idleness is the root 

of all evil.' " On being liberated, I 
connected myself with a set of men 

who obtained a livelihood by passing 
counterfeit money. I was again dis

covered, and should have been hung; 

but, his majesty being in want of 

.sailors to go on a dangerous expedition, 

.I was allowed to commence mycareer, 

once more, on board a man of war. 

" This was a kind of life I liked 
pretty well; and conducted myself 
so much to ·the satisfaction of our 

,; 
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captain that, on our return, I was ap~ 
pointed to head a press-gang : but, 
getting acquainted with some smug .. 
glers, I thought ~his an easier life, 
and therefore joined them. Before 
I had been a twelvemonth with them, 
we had a hard fought engagement 
with a revenue cutter, and were 

_ boarded by the1n. Qur captain was 
hung, and I, with some others, was 
sentenced to twelvemonths' imprison1" 
ment, short allowance, and hard la
bou~·. But, even fr9m this, I did not 
learn, that 'Idleness is the root of all 

, evil.' " 
"At the expiration of this term, I 

once more found myself at liberty. 
Destitute of friends and character, and 
wanting inclination to honest indus
try, I united myself to a .gang of 
thieves, who having broken into a 
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house, were taken, and as your 
honor knows, for this crin1e I ·am 
condemned to be hanged. My father 
often used to tell me, that • idleness 
brought 1nen to the gallows, since 
Idleness is the root of all evil.''' Some 
conversation then passed between 
l\ir. Heryey and the. ri1an. On leav
ing the prison, the boys eagerly in
quired : " a,nd will he really be exe• 
cuted ?'' ''-It is very probable he may; 
but, as I trust he is really penitent, I 
hope that he will not. The king 
has been pleased to reprieve him for 
a week ; and, in consequence of some, 
important discoveries he has made to 
governme11t, it is thought that the · 
sentence of death will be changed 
to that of transportation for life. But 
ever bear in 1nind, that ' Idleness is 
the root of a11 evil.' -'J 

K 
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A(EA.SUtllNG INACCESSIBLE IlEIG1lTS AND 

DISTANCES. 

: Without inquiring what parts of knowledge 

are most useful, you may be assured of this ; 

t11at there are few thing~, that give one man 

greater superiority over another, than the ex
tent and accuracy of his knowledge. 

Dr. AIKIN. 

Mr. Hervey. Well, boys, have you 
ascertained the height of the kitchen 
chimney, yet? 

Geo. Yes, sir, it is 64 feet hig·h. 
•· Mr. H. It is. I-low did you mea~ 
sure it? 

Geo. We placed a pole IO feet 
long exactly upright, and waited till 
its shadow was IO feet long also ; 

. that is, just as long as the pole. We 
then, as quickly as we could, mea
sured the length of the shadow of the 
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kitchen chimney, and found it to be 

64 feet, and, therefore, the height ~f 
the chimney is 64 feet. 

M r. H. -Very ingenious indeed! 

But you would h~ve the shadow of 

·the pole to measure many times, and 

to wait a long time, before you 

found it to be equal to the height of 

the pole. 
Chas. 0 yes! I dare say we mea

sured it twenty times~ and watched it 

above an hour. 
M r. H. • But you might have -

saved yourselves that trouble : one 

measurement would have been suffi

cient. 
Chas. Indeed, sir! will you show 

us how? 

" Mr. H. With pleasure .. , Go, no~, 

and measure the length of the shadow 

of your pole, · and_ the length · of 

that of the chimney. 
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' Geo. The length of the shadow 
of the pole is now 15 feet, and that 
of the chimney, as nearly as We 
could measure it, is 96; for we could 
not distinctly find its termination. 

Mr. H. Then say, by the single 
rule of three direct, as the length of 
the· shadow of the pole is to the length 
of the pole ; so is t~e length of the 
shadow of the chiinJ.?.ey to the height 
of the chimney. · 

Cha5'.. That is, As 15 : 10 :: 9-6 : 64 
which is, exactly; what we made it 
before-. 

Mr. H. But suppose that the sun 
had not shone, how ~ould you have 
managed? 

Cha~. Why then, I suppose, we 
1nust have waited for a cloudless sky. 

Mr. H. By no means ! I would lay 
down on my back, at any convenient 
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distance fro1n the chimney, with my 
feet towards it. You should carry 
the pole, holding it exactly upright, 
and with the lower end touching the 
ground, from me~ towards the build
ing, till I could just discern the sum
mit of the chimney, over the top of 
the pole. You should then measure 
the distance of my eye from the pole, 
and also from the chimney; and I 
would then say, by the rule of three 
direct: as the distance of my eye 
fro1n the bottom of the pole, is to 
the height of the pole; so is the dis
tance of my eye from the chimney, 
to the height of the chimney. 

Chas. I think, Father, by the same 
method I could measure distances ; 
as, for instance, the breadth _of the 

. 
r1 ver. 

Mr. 1-L Well, let me hear bow 
you would proceed ? 

K 3 
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Chas. I would .first, by the method 
you have just told us, ascertain the 
height of some tree or building that 
is near the water. I would then go 
to the other side of the water, and, 
at a little distance fron1 the edge lay 
down, and let some one , carry the 
pole fro1n me, till I s,aw the tap of 
the tree or building over it. I would 
then say: as the height of the pole 
is to its distance from my eye : so is 
the height of the_ tree or building, to 
its distance. I would then, subtract 
my distance-from the water, added to 
the distance of the tree or building 
from the water, from the distance of 
the tree from me, and the answer 
would be the breadth of the watei-. 

llfr. 1-l. It would indeed. 
Geo. I do not clearly comprehend 

it. 
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· Mr. H. Give tne an example. 
Chas. Suppose the height of the 

building was 50 feet, and that it was 
10 feet fro1n the water ; again, sup
pose the height of the pole was 10 
feet, and that it was 50 feet from my 
eye, when I saw the top of the build
ing over it, and that I was laid 60 
feet fro1n the edge of the water : then, 
lr.nustsay: As 10: 50 :: 50: 250, from 
which I subtract 70 feet, my distance 
from the water added to that of the 
building, and there remains 180 feet 
for the breadth 6f the river. 

Geo. But if vou chose a tree ot ., 

building close to the edge of the 
water, you would not then have to 
ascertain the distance of the object 
from it. 

Mr. H. Very correct. I am glad 
to find you understood me so weli ; 
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but in thus measul'ing heights and 
distances/the ground rn.ust be perfect
ly .level, the pole exactly perpendi
cular, and its top . correspond, pre
cisely, with that of the building, or 
you will obtain incorrect answers. 
, Geo. We will go to-1norrow and 

n1easure the breadth of the river, and 
the height .of the great oak in the 
park : are there any more ways of 
doi:qg it? 

Mr. H. Many. vVhen you have 
learned Trigonometry, you will be 
able to do. th~se qu(;!stions, more ac
curately and with less trouble. 
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"Rs11rnitinER THA'i' THOU KEEP HoLY THE 
SABBATH DAY.'' 

Be carefui to preserve upon your minds, a 
serious regard and reverence to things SACRED; 
that 1.s, to every thing that bears ,a telatiofi to 
God a.nd his religion. B1sHOP GrnsoN'. 

Mr. Hervey. I was not a little sur-
prised, 1ny dear children, by seeing 
you come into church, this morning, 
so late. What could be the· reason 
that you were not there before the 
commencement of the service. 

Geo. Robert Turton called this 
morning, about an hour before church 
time, and asked us to accompany him 
to skate upon the pool. This, of 
course, we refused to do. He theh 
pressed us to walk home with him, 
through the west plantation, and he 

f 
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had so many things to show us, that, 
unless we had acted very rudely, and 
positively refused to look at them, we 
could _not have come away· earlier. 
This, . father, was what made us too 
late · for church. But, as we have 
often heard you say; that it is proper 
to be civil to every one, and that 
rudeness is very culpable, I hope you 
do not think that we were wrong. 

Mr. H I think, 1ny dear, you were 
wrong; to enter church, after the 
service has .begun, shows a disrespect 
of the sacred ordinance, and disturbs 
those who are already assembled: 
but you would have been still more 
to blame, had you neglected to conie 
at all. .A compliance . with the cus
toms of the world, so far as they do 
not interfere with the duties of rE\li
gion, is right; but, whenever they do, 
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it is our part not to yield a sinful 
. compliance to them. y OU call Master 

Turton your friend: a person whose 
friendship itis desirable to have, never 
wishes you to do wrong ; he would 
not have asked you to skate, or have 
pressed you to stay from . church. I 
do not desire you to break off your 
acquaintance with Robert: I .should 
wish you to shew to him, and to every 
one, a proper degree of civility ; but 
I would have you select your friends 
with the greatest care and . circum
spection. On the friendships we 
f orrri depends, in a great measure, 
not only our happiness in this world; 
but what is of infinitely mo1:e i1npor
tance, our welfare in the next. Im
proper connex.ions often lead us into 
error ; as has been the case. with you 
to-day. I have heard Master Turton 
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attempt to justify his praetice of skat .. 
ing on Sundays, you have probably 
heard him do the same? 

Chas. Yes father : he said, that 
you allowed qs to walk on Sundays, 
and he did not see n11ich difference 
between walking ~nd skating for ex
ercise and health's 13ake; as they were 
only different ways of taking exercise. 
I was conscious that he was wrong ; 
but I did not kn.ow how to answer 
him. 

Mr. H. I perceive that you do not 
at all understand the nature of the 
sabbath, nor the 1nanner in which it 
is to be kept holy. S-µppose we have 
a little conversation on the subject. 

The sabbath was appointed among 
the Jews, as a commemoration of the 
creation of the world. Among Chris 
tians, it was changed from the sevei1th 
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to the first day of the week, that it 
might also commemorate the resur
rection of our Saviour from the dead. 
It was appointed as a day of rest: on 
it we are to rest from all our labours. 
So solemn is the rest to be observed, 
that no work is to he done on it, ex
cept in preparing what we shall, eat 
and what we shall drink, and that 
1nust be done in the simplest 1nanner, 
giving as 1itt1e trouble as possible. 
It is a day to he much observ:ed unto 
the Lord, in which, not o~ly , our
selves and servants, and th~ stranger' 
that is within our gates, are to · rest ; 
but our very cattle also. The 1nan, 
among the Jews, that broke the sab~ 
bath was stoned to death. The strict 
observance of this cessation, is en
joined in one of the commandments, 
written by the finger of God himself, 

L 
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The only works that we may do, are 

works of charity and of necessity ; 

we are always, and at all times, com

manded to do good, and to work 

righteousness. All secular e1nploy

ments are to cease; we are to give 

this d·ay entirely to God; and, surely, 

it is not too 1nuch to give one day in 

seven to him, who gave us all that 

we possess, especially, when by so_ 

doing, all the benefit is on our side ; 

for what can we do for God, or what 

can we render to him, that we have 

not received. 
This day is set apart, in an especial 

1nanner, for the purpose of praying to 

G·od for his forgiveness, his guidance, 

and his blessing ; of thanking him 

for all the benefits he has conferred 

upon us, which are far more than the 

wisest among us can tell ; of comme-
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morating the resurrection of our Lord 

and Saviour ; of affording an oppor

tunity of meditating upon whatever 

relates to our eternal welfare, and of 

admitting the assembling of ourselves 

together for these purposes; which, 

were not a day particularly appointed, 

it would be impossible for a great 

part of the com1nunity to do. What

ever interferes with these duties, ex

cepting works of necessity and cha

rity, which are permitted to be done; 

all amusements, which tend to disturb 

the tranquillity of the day, to unsettle 

the mind, and to remove our atten

tion from better things, are very blame
worthy indeed. 

Geo~ I now see why skating on 
Sundays is wrong ; and why our 
being too late for church was wrong; 

also, why walking fo1' health1,s sakeJ 
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· is not wrong because the latter 
does not interfere with any of the 
injunctions you have given us, which 

· the others do. 
_JWr•. H. No : for a person may 

think or read when walking, as well 
as sitting, which they cannot do when 
skating; perhaps better, for if you 
re1nember, " Isaac walked out at 
eventide to meditate," but, when not 
engaged in proper conversation when 
walking, to prevent the attention b_eing 
diverted, and the thoughts dissipated, 
by the objects around, I would al-

. w~ys recom1nend you to read. 
Chas. It is improper t? read books 

imply of amusement, and all the 
gan1es I know are to be condemned. 

Jvlr. H. Certainly. 
Geo. And it is not wrong in Mr. 

-the surgeon, so1netimes neglect-



SUNDAY. 113 

ing church, and riding to visit his 
patients on Sunday :-Because at
tending the sick, is a work of neces
sity, as well as charity, and it would 
be impossible for him to visit half 
his patients unless he rode, therefore, 
making the horse to labour on Sun
day, is with him a work of necessity. 

Mr. H. Yes: Mr .--is a very 
good man, and, I am sure, would not 
r-ide on Sunday, or neglect church, 
unless it were absolutely necessary. 
If you keep in mind what I have now 
said to you, you will never be at a 
loss to know, what ought, and what 
ought not, to be done on tl1e Sab
bath ; and you will not again be li
able to be guilty of an error similar 
to that which you this morning com
mitted. 

L 3 
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For thee, the fragrant zephyrs blow, 
For thee descends the sunny shower, 

The rills in softer murmurs fl.ow, 
And brighter blossoms., gem the bower. 

DARWIN, 

SUMMER. 

Morning-Noon-· Evening. 
THE sun hath arisen in glory and 

in beauty. His throne is in the hea
vens; he is - crowned with beams of 
light, and who can gaze upon the 
brightness of his coming. At his 
coming, the stars hide th ems elves, 
and the pale moon fad es in the midst 
of her course ; he arrays himself in 
crimson clouds, he veils himself in 
the dark clouds ; the purple hills 
rejoice in his light, and the waves of 
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ocean sparkle in his beams. Very 

glorious art thou, 0 Sun ! 
Ye waves of ocean that sparkle in 

his light, ye eternal hi s, ye clouds 

of Heaven, praise th Lord ! And 

thou, 0 man ! rise fron1 the bed of 

sloth, and praise His name who made 

the glorious sun, the stars, and the 

pale n1oon, to give light upon the 

earth. Yea, let all the earth praise 

the Lord! 
The sun is in his course, he is in 

the midst of heaven. His crown of 
glory is laid aside : the dark clouds 

roll around him, he darts his fierce 

beams from the midst of the thunder 

cloud ; the wild beast retires to the 
shade ; man faints in the midst of 
his labour ; the earth, dry, and 

parched, gapes with his heat; the 

grass clryeth up, and is withered ; 

,. 
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the herb perisheth,, and the flower 
of the earth drgopeth, and fadeth 
away ; the rivers shrink beneath 
his rays, and the little streams vanish, 

· as the dew from the mountain dis
appeareth ; the dark clouds gather 
around him : the thick clouds. hide 
him fro~ our sight; the heavens 
themselves, and the sultry air are 
darkened ; the leaf of the Aspen is 
still; the murmur of the water-brooks 
hath ceased, and the bird·s are silent 
in the trees. 

The heavens open, the bright light
ning gleams, the fire runs upon the 
ground, the arrows of the Almighty 
are scattered abroad. The thunder 
rolls;, the earth is shaken with the 
sound. The billows break upon the 
rocks ; the rain descends ; the 
whirlwinds sweep along; the waves 
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are mingled with the clouds ; the 
trees, the forests, are levelled before 
the storm. Very dreadful art thou, 
0 Lord. vVhen thou arisest to shake 
terribly the earth, where shall the 
guilty retire from thy wrath, where 
shall he hide himself from the indig
nation of the Lord ! 

The storm hath ceased ; the bil
lows are at rest ; the sun hath re-as
sumed his glory, and looks in beauty 
from the Western wave; the flowers 
diffuse their sweetest fragrance; the 
birds rejoice in the green trees, and 
the brooks n1urmur softly in the 
shade. 

Doth the Lord ride in the tempest? 
and doth he not fly upon the P-ven
ing breeze? Is the voice of the Lord 
in the thunder ? and is not heard in 
the murmur of the brook ? Is the 
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terror of the Lord in the whirlwind ? 
and doth not his mercy fill the earth? 
Praise the Lord ye children of men ! 
Yea, the whirlwind and the storm, 
the bright sun, the firmament of hea
ven, the seas, the everlasting hills, the 
whole earth declare the glory and the 
goodness of our God ! Let all the 
earth praise the Lord, and all the 
children of 1nen rejoice before God, 
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How dead the vegetable kingdom lies ! 
How dumb the tuneful! 

Tuor,rsoN, 

Winter. 

WINTERhathblownupontheearth: 
he hath breathed on the streams, and 
they ·are frozen. The rivers them
selves, and the mighty lakes, are 
turned into stone. From his hand, 
he hath scattered the hoar frost, and 
hath spread the snow upon the ground. 
The murmur of the brooks, the me
lody of the birds, are heard no more. 
The verdure of the spring, the glory 
of the summer, and the golden fruits 
of autumn, . where are they ? And 
thou, 0 man ! does not the time ap•· 
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proach, when the voice of harmony, 
and the daughters of music, thou shalt 
hear no more ? When the beauty of 
thy youth, the strength of thy man
hood, and the wisdom of thy hoary 

I 

head shall be, as though they were 
not? For the icy hand of death shall 
arrest thee in thy course, and thou 
shalt lie cold and silent, neglected 
and forgotten, in the tomb. 

Turn again, 0 man ! and look up
on the goodness of the Lord. He it 
is, that hath sea tered the soft snow, I 

to preserve t e tender herb ; he hath 
~lathed the sheep with wool, and 
hath given the scarlet berry to the 
birds. His hand hath provided thee 
a shelter from the cold, fuel for thy 
hearth, and food to· make thee of a 
cheerful heart. The mercy of the 
Lor~ is great _! the good11ess of the 
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Lord is over all! The tender mercy 
of the Lord is wonderful ! Let all 
the earth praise the goodness of our 
God. 

Is the brook for ever frozen? Is the 
earth for ever desolate? What! and shall 
the trees resume their verdure; shall 
the flowers of the forest and the 
plain again revive, and shall I, 0 man! 
sleep for ever, neglected in the dust. 

He, who clothes the trees with 
verdure, and biddeth the blossoms of 
of the spring to bud; His voice shall 
reach me in the tomb; His hand shall 
raise me from the dead. 

The dark cloud ariseth from the 
no~th, the beauty of the moon is 
no more seen, and the· brightness of 
th~ s!ars are hidden, the north wind 
.sweeps al~ng the plain, and th_e path 
of t~e traveller is no long~r discerned. 

M 
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The cottager bars fast his door against 
the sleet, the faggot crackles on 
the hearth ; his children hang the 
traveller's coat before the flame, the 
lamp trembles in the socket, the 
tempest beats upon the thatch, the 
wind howls in the chimney, the 
hail rattles against the casement ; but 
the praise of the Lord is on his tongue; 
the goodness of the Lord is in his 
heart ; the word of the Lord is in his 
hand. 

"The Lord taketh pleasure in them 
that fear him, in those that hope in 
his 1nercy. For he hath strengthened 
the bars of thy gates ; he hath bless
ed thy children within thee: He 
maketh peace in thy borders, and 
filleth thee with the finest of the 
·vvheat. I-le sendeth forth his com
mandr.o.ent upon the earth ; his word 
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runneth very swiftly. He giveth snow 

like wool : he scattereth the hoar frost 

like ashes. He casteth forth his ice 

.like morsels : who can stand before 

his cold ? he sendeth out his word, 

and melteth them : he causeth the 

wind to blow, and the waters flow. 

Praise ye the Lord : praise the nan1e 

of the Lord, for his name alone is 

excellent. His glory is above the 

ea1·th, and the Heavens." 

, 
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'' PENCE MAKE PouNns.'' 

"Sluggards are nature's rebels) slight her lawsJ 
Nor live up to the terms on which they hold 
Their vital lease. 
Riches and fame) are Industry's reward." 

IN a beautiful vale, on the river Wye, 
are situated the exte•sive domains of 
Mr. Sheldon. The house, which is 
a large and elegant mansion, is erected 
on the summit of a gentle aclivity, 
which, ·falling down in an easy slope to 
the edge of the water, commands an 
extensive view of the windings of that 
ron1antic river ; whose rocks and 
wood-crowned hills, have long been 
celebrated by the poet and the travel-

, ler. The park, surmounted by a con
siderable wood, extends around the 
house, and comprises every thing 



PENCE MAKE POUNDS. 125 

that nature, assisted by the wealth and 
taste of its opulent owner, can do to 
render it a happy retreat from the 
bustle of the busy world. , 

In a very secluded corner of the 
park, on the side of the river, is erect
ed a small cottage, the residence of a 
man, who there spends alone the re
mainder of a ufficiently unhappy 
life ; of whose existence few are 
aware, and for whom still fewer have 
any regard. To this cottage Mr. 
Hervey and his sons were one day 
driven, to seek for shelter fron1 a sud
den and violent shower, that had over
taken them in an unusually long ram
ble. · Mr. Hervey qn opening the 
door, was instantly saluted with a 
kin9 greeting/ by the sole inhabitant, 
an old man; who, notwithst~nding 
his tattered, thread-bare, black coat, 

M 3 
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that seemed as if it had known much 
service, and few repairs, had the ap
pearance of having seen better days. 
The cottage was very wretched : the 
walls were unplastered, and the panes 
of the window were broken, and 
stopped up with wisps of straw ; the 
grate had long since been burnt away, 
and an iron bar or two, laid across 
two stones, supported the fuel ; the 
crazy door had much ado to support 
its station, and the wind blew in 
through a thousand crevices, which 
a little wood and labour would have 
stopped. Yet, the old man seemed, 
not only contented, but cheerful; and 
his easy good nature, surrounded by 
such poverty, surprised and pleased 
the boys. " Here is a chair for you, 
Sir," said he, reaching lVfr. I-I. the 
only one his cottage possessed; "but 
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it is only old and crazy, · like its 
master. Here, master; can you sit 
upon that tub? it's the firmer seat of 
the two, though, in a general way, 
it serves me for a table. My other 

. old arm chair broke down last night," 
added he, as he threw, with a laugh, 
one arn1 and a leg on the fire to n1ake 
a blaze. " If it won't serve one turn 
it will do for another. Would you 
like a draught of milk young gentle
n1en? I have nothing better to -offer ; 
my diet's si1nple but good : milk and 
brown bread content me, as well as 
roast beef and strong ale do s01ne 
others. Its a cracked jug, but it will 
hold it as well as the best : it served 
my grandmother and will serve me." 
I-le then accosted Mr. H., and was 
soon lost in recounting the exploits of 
former days, "when they were ail, 
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rattling, roaring lads at school to .. 
gether." He told what tricks they 
used to play; what fun they used to 
have, and concluded, to the infinite 
delight of the boys, with singing the 
Dulce Domum, that they used at 
school. When the shower was 
over, Mr. H. resumed his hat and 
stick, n1uch against the old man's incli
nation, who acco1npanied them so~e 
distance on their road homewards, and 
bidding them a hearty farewell de
sired that they would never pass his 
cottage without looking in. 

, At first, the boys could think and talk 
of nothing but the good-natured old 
man. At length the conversation took 
the following turn respecting him, and 
the owner of the neighbouring splendid 
mansion. The one, said Mr. H, ac
quired his splendid fortune, by ob-
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serving two of Dr. Franklin's maxims : 
-'' That a penny saved is a penny got," 
though "it is not mean savings that 
make a n1an rich''; and the other, lost 
one, by " despising the day of small 
things, so that he fell by little and 
little.'' And yet, answered G·eorge, 
one may be as happy as the other : he 
see1ns perfectly contented with his 
lot. 

"If those, who sit at shepherds board, 
Sooth not their taste by wanton art, 

They take what nature's gifts afford, 
And take it with a cheerful heart." 

That cheerfulness, replied Mr. H. 
which arises out of proper motives, 
i~ highly to be valued; but, I hardly 
imagine you would be inclined to 

envy that of old l(irby : it arises from 
a careless, thoughtless indifference 
about every thing. But, asked George, 
how did he contrive to lose all his 
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money 1 and Mr. Sheldon to acquire 
so much? Mr. Sheldon, this old gen
tle1nan, and myself, were all at the 
same school. Old Kirby was then 
about twelve or thirteen years old, and 
Mr. Sheldon about the same age. 
The father of the former, was a man 
of considerable fortune, and made 
his son the largest allowance of any 
boy in the school : Mr. Sheldon's, 
was a tradesman in the . town, who, 
having a large family, could not 
a:ff ord to be (so liberal to his son. 
But what turned the balance in favour 
of the latter, was, that he had been 
taught habits of frugality . of which 
the other was ignorant. 

I remember, that one fine October 
day, having holiday, I begged leave 
of our master, for us three to go a 
nu~ting in the J1eighbouring woods . 

• 
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}\en1·y, which is the naine of Mr. 
Sheldon, and Gilbert had neither of 
them learned their tasks. We were 
delayed a few minutes at setting out, 
by a shower. Henry immeµiately 
took his grammar and sat down to 
work. "What does it signify,'' said 
Gilbert, "getting to work now ? the 
shower will be over in five minutes.;' 
" Yes " answered Henry " and mi-

' ' nutes make hours" the shower lasted 
just ten minutes, and in that time he 
had learned half his lesson. " Take 
care of the minutes" he added as he 
came away, "the hours will take care 

of themselves." We spent a very 
pleasant day, ra1nbling about the 
woods, and searching for nuts; but 
we had not a bag to put then1 in, and, 
when we had filled our .hats and our 

pockets, we were compelled to give 
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up for want of means to carry the1n 
away. ~s we returned through the 
town, Gilbert saw, hanging at a door, 
a bag, which he thought would ex
actly do for this purpose; he in
quired the price, and bought it. 
'' What," he asked "Henry, will not 
you buy one? it is but sixpence.'' 
"No," answered Henry, "I am not 
surt that we shall want one again this 
year, and though it is but sixpence, 
yet, pence make pounds.'' "Well, 
and if they do," said Gilbert, "six
pence will not ruin you, it is but six
pence ; and look, would not this be 
an admirable nutting hook? it is but 
sixpence more, so I will certainly have 
it ; won't you have one I--Ienry 7" 
''No," Henry would not have it for 
the same reason, he was not ure that 
it wou]d be of any use to him. We 



PENCE IYIAKE POUNDS. }33 

walked on, and presently passed a 
shop, where fruit, of every descrip
tion, was displayed in a 1nost tempting 
way. "I inust," said Gilbert "taste 
these apples ; I an1 so very thirsty and 
hot. ,v ont you have any, :Henry? 
it is but two-pence for three." 
I-Ienry said, he would wait till they 
got ho1ne. After Gilbert had eaten 
his apples, a few pears he thought, 
would be nice to eat on the road, and 
it would be but two-pence more. We 
had not proceeded much further, be
fore we passed a cutler's ; Gilbert 
stopped, and, as it would be but 
eight pence, he purchased a knife, 
though he had already three, because 
his others WP-re not buck hafted. 
" 'Vill not you" said he '' buy a 
knife, Henry? I know you want one, 
for you had to wait half an hour for 

N 
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1nine the other day." Henry said, 

he did, and having chosen one, to 

Gilbel't's astonishment, who began to 

think him a c01nplete n1iser, he paid 

the large su1n of eighteen pence for it. 

"Really! that is twice, and more 

than twice, as much as I ,gave for 

mine,'' observed Gilbert. We walk

ed on, and came to another shop, 

where toys were sold. Gilbert want

ed two penny-worth of marbles, and 

two-penny worth of alleys. Henry 

contented himself with marbles. 

"What,'' exclaimed Gilbert " and 

will you not have son1e of these 

beautiful marble alleys ·1 it is but 

two-pence. " No,'' said Henry, " a 

penny saved is a penny got ; and I 

can play just as well without the 

alleys ?'' Gilbert, then bought a whip

ping top; it would be but one penny 
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more, and a peg top but another. 

As we walked home, on the road we· 

met a very poor woman ; she had two 

children with her; they had neither 

shoes or stockings, and she said they 

were crying for hunger, that they had 

been obliged to sleep under a stack, 
and h~d no money to purchase food 

with. Gilbert put his hand into his 

pocket., but he had not one halfpenny 

left. Henry slipt four-pence into the 

woman's hand, and said he was sorry 

it was all h~ had with him. 

As we walked on, Gilbert said, 

" Henry how is this ? I had half-a

crown when we left home, and you 

had but two shillings, eighteen-pence 

- of which, you gave for your l~nife, 

and I, but eight-pence for mine, 

which, after all, I did not much want." 

.' '' I believe,'' said Henry, "that aJl 
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your 'tis buts,' come to two shillings 
and four-pence, and two-pence the 
1narbles, make half-a-crown." "Well," 
replied Gilbert, "I will try to remem
ber that, 'pence make pounds;' but a 
day or two after, when his cheap 
knife, which, as the price was . low, 
was probably bad, broke, he said, 
" it is but eight pence lost after all.'' 
Henry shook his head, and said, 
"pence n1ake pounds." 

It was almost tea time when we re-· 
turned. Henry took his book, and 
began to learn his lesson. " I would 

_ never trouble n1yself with my les
sons now; it only wants five minutes 
to tea time," said the careless G·ilbert, 
" what a n1iser of ti1ne and n1oney 
you are !-and, without waiting for 
an ariswer, bounded into the play 
room. After tea, we all joined in 
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the play of the evening~ There was 
an interval, between prayers and dis
persing, of five minutes : in this five 
minutes, Henry completed his task." 
"What signify a few minutes?" ex
clain1ed Gilbert. " I can learn my 
task in the morning :" but in the 
morning we all slept too long, owing 
to the exercise of the preceding day. 
Poor Gilbert went up to the master, 
and was turned back in dis_grace. 
Henry said every word perfectly. "I 
wonder how this comes to pass? ' ' 
asked Gilbert, "you were at work 
only a few 1ninutes last night, Henry.'' 
" Only twenty !-" replied careful 
Henry--" 1ninutes make hours.'' A 
f~w days after, there was a show of 
wild beasts came to the town : an 
Elephant, a Lion, and a Tiger. We 
were all very desirous of seeing them, 

N3 
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as none of us had ever seen~ an Ele
phant, a Lion, or a Tiger. " Oh!" 
said Gilbert, "Henry, can you lend me 
sixpence? or I cannot go, for I have 
spent all my mone.y. ' ' Henry went 
himself, and lent G·ilbert sixpence, 
and had nine shillings and sixpence 
left. "I cannot tell how this is," 
said Gilbert, " I have just as 1nuch 
n1oney again for allowance as you." 
Gilbert had pro1nised to pay Henry 
again, the next money he received, 
the payment was put off from one 
day to another ; and, I believe, 
Henry was_ never repaid, though 
Gilbert always intended to do it. 
Gilbert remained poor all the time he 
was at school, without any great ex
travagance ; and Henry, without any 
1nean saving, had always the power 
of being generous. 
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As I left school .soon after, I do 
not know any thing further respect 
ing them, 'till they were established 
in business: Gilbert succeeded his 
father as a merchant; and Henry was 
a clerk, in another 1nerchanfs house , 
Gilbert was seldom seen in his count 
ing house till a late hour. " An 
hour or two in a morning, signifies 
nothing/' he "vould say. He kept 
very irregular accounts, " What does 
it signify setting down every shil
ling?)' His business was amply suffi
cient to have supported him, but not 
very extensive. At this ti_me he kept 
a horse; but, as he was, of an indo
lent disposition, he thought a gig 
would be e_asier, and the expense
wonld be little more. A gig was 
bought; but, after a time, he found 
it unpleasant riding, jn ,vet weather 
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iri his open gig. A close carriage 
would be only, after the original cost 
the keep of an additional horse. 
The gig was sold and the car
riage purchased. I only mention 
these particular instances : but every 
other part of his domestic affairs, were 
conducted on the same principle, that 
" a few shillings signified nothing." 
His expences, by a little at a time, 
encreased beyond his income, and he 
was ruined ; though he frequently 
declared that,_ " he did not know how 
it happened." 

Henry, on the other hand, followed 
his favourite m·axiins that, " minutes 
make hours, and pence make pounds. 1' 

He was so regular in his attendance 
at the office ; so accurate in his ac
cqunts, and seemed to live so econo-
1nically, that his employer, at length 
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gave him a share in his business, out 
of which he saved sufficient to pur
cl1ase the whole, when his partner 
retired. Since then, he has been • 
gradually rising in the world ; and 
has lately retired from business with 
a large fortune. I never knew- him .. 
notwithstanding his maxims, ever 
guilty of any 1nean action·. He is 
one of the most beneficent men in 
the· county : he never turns a deaf ear 
to those who ask his aid. Gilbert is 
at present, .entirely supported by him, 
the cottage he lives in belongs to him, 
and he has now an ample allowance 
from hi1n: but all G·ilbert' s experi
ence, has not sufficed to teach him 
habits of economy ; he spends all his 
n1oney as soon as he gets it, and liv~s 
in poverty and want. 1 
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ON PROPHECY. 

" If they hear not Moses and the Prophets, 
neither will they be persuaded, though one 
rose from the de.ad.'' LuRE xvr. SI. 

Geo. I do not attach a clear idea 
to the word prophet; would you, 
father, explain it to me? 

Mr. H. A prophet, my dear, is a 

man, whom the Spirit of God enables 
to fore tell future events : that is to 
say, a man who is divinely inspired; 
one to whom the purposes of God in 
futu1·e ages are revealed. There were 
men, also, among the Heathens, and 
even among the children of Israel, 
·who fancied then1selves inspired; 
others, who prophecied falsely, to 
make a gain of the people, not hav-
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• 
ing the fear of God, before their 

eyes., and some, who were actually 

inspired by evil spirits : these, in 

Scripture, are called false prophets, 

and soothsayers; while those, to 

whom the Lord 1nade manifest the 

things that should hereafter come to 

pass, are called prophets, and some

times seers; from the will of God 

being frequently revealed to them in 
. . 

v1s1ons. 
Geo. What is meant by the word 

1niracle? 
Mr. 1-l. A miracle is something 

wonderful, different from the ordinary 

dealings of God, and which could not 

have happened, but by the immedi

ate interference of the Almighty: 

thus, when the dead were raised, the 

blind made to see, the deaf to hear, 

the dumb to sing1 and the Jame to 
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·walk; when, at the voice of one di
vinely inspired, the ,Yater gushed from 
the rock ; when the earth, at his 
command, opened, and swallowed up 
rebellious I(orah and his company; 
when the walls of Jerico fell down; 
when Elijah called down fire from 
heaven,;'(. there was evidently a divine 
interposition. These are events which 
do not ordinarily happen. These 
were miracles. And, as all. the in
stances that I have mentione_d, were 
also foretol~, some of them hundreds 

· of years before they happened, Mi
racle and Prophecy were mingled. 
lVIiracles were strong attestations of 

· the truth to those that saw them; 
prophecies are equa1ly so to us. 

Geo. I thought, that the gift of 
, prophecy had long ceased. 

* l. Kings; x.viii. 
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. Mr. H . It has, my dear: It is no 

longer necessary. But, with respect 

to ancient · prophecy, we are certain 

that the events foretold frequently 

did not happen for ages after the 

prophecy was delivered: there are, 

also; prophecies fulfilling at this pre-· 

sent time, and many remain yet to be 

accomplished. 
Geo. What are those that are now 

accomplishing? 
lvir. H. The prophecy concerning 

the Arabs. They, you are aware; 

are the descendants of Ishm·ael, · of 

whon1 it was prophecied, "He shall 

be a wild man ; his hand shall he 

against every man, and ever.y man's' 

hand against him ; an'd he shall dwell 

in the · presence of all · his -brethren.* 

Prophecies · aqdressed to --individuals 

• Genesis, chap. xvi. v. 12. · 
0 
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were, frequently, __ meant to attach to 
their descendants. Thus, through 
a period of thousands of years, has 
this one been fulfilling. How impro
bable was it, that if every man's hand 
should be against them, they should 
be able to exist! and yet we find it 
accomplishing at this very time ; and 
all the efforts of man to subdue them, 
and the attempt has been made more 
than once, have proved vain. What 
is wilder than an Arab? Is not, " his 
hand against every mah, and every 

. man's hand against him?'' 
The prophecies, respecting the de

struction of Egypt, Babylon, and 
Tyre, you will find, by comparing 
what was foretold respecting them, 
with the accounts given of their pre
sent state, ,are fulfilling wtth the most 
atcurat~ mh1µteness. 
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Those concerning the calling of 

the Gentiles, that is·, all who are not 

th€ descendants of Jacob, to the true 

re.1igion ; &nd those fore telling the 

<lispers ion of the Jews over every 

nation of the world, without their as

suming the customs or religions of 

the people amongst whom they $houkl 

dwell, which is indeed a standing 

miracle. Those concerning · thei_r 

despised state : that. they should be

come a by-word, and a pFoverb, and 

yet be rich; with many others, which 

if you attentively p€ruse the prophe

cies dispersed through every part of 

the bible, compai-ing them with his

toPy, you will find are fulfilling, ancl. 

have yet to be accomplished. Tf you 

feel as anxious respecting this sub

ject as I hope you do, you will be 

highly pleased with a book wl1ich 1 

\ 
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.will_ lend you, collecting the. prophe
•cies .and their fulfilments into one 
view: it is in'tituled, "Bishop Newton 
on the prophecies."· Suppose, that, 
as a proper employment for Sunday, 
·we compare one of the prophecies in 
'the old. Testament, with its fulfilment 
.in the new. 

Geo. . Yes, I should like it . very 
·1nuch; which shall we take?. 
· The circumstances .of our Sa
vioui:'s life _were distinctly foretold; 

.!Some, lelating to his crueifixion, are 
mentioned by David in the twenty
_second Psalm. This_ psalm, we 
are certain, was written more than 
one thousand and twenty years be
fore the .accomplishment of the pro
phecy cohtained in it. I will read 
.you a few ·\'."erses from it, and do you 
refer to the history of the cl'ucifixion 
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in the gospels. " All they that see 

me laugh me to scorn: they shoot 

out the lip, they shake the head, say..i 
ing. He tru-sted in the Lord that 

he would deliver him; let him de

liver him ; seeing he delighted in 

h . ~' 1m. 

Geo. In the27thchapterofMatthew, 

. in the 39th, and 43rd verses, I find 

it exactly fulfilled~" And they that 

passed by reviled him, wagging their 

heads," and the chief priest, with 

the scribes, and elders, UE!ed the very 

words which it was predicted that 

they wo1_1ld use-" II~ trusted in 

God ; let hin1 deliver him riow if he 

will have him: for he said, I am the 

son of God." 
Mr. H. "They pierced my hands 

and feet'' (ver. 16.), this you per,.. 

ceive evidently refers to the manner 
0 3 
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in which our -Lord .should suffer; 
namely, by having his hands and feet 
nailed to a cross .. 

Chas. What dreadful suffering our 
Saviour endured ! 

1'1:lr. H. Yes : it. shews, God's great 
abhorrence of sin, and his wonder
ful love and mercy for us wretched 
sinners, in giving his only Son to 
suffer for us. ·How careful oug·ht 
we to be, not to offend ! how ought 
we to ,pray to G0d to support us .in 
temptation ! How ought we to love 
and serve him ! who came down .from 
heaven to bear our iniquities upon 
the · cross, for he , hath tasted death 
.for every,man. "They part my gar-, 
1nent~ among them, and cast lots upon 
·my vesture.'' Refer to the nineteenth 
chapter .of · St. 1 John -; I wish you to 
bear in ·nlind, -that the prophecy was 
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written above a thousand years before 
the event foretold came to pass. 

Geo. At the 23rd verse, "then the 
soldiers, when they had crucified Je
_sus, took his garment, and made four 
parts, to every soldier a part ; and 
also his coat: now the coat was with
out seam, woven from t~e top through
out. They said therefore amongst 
th~mselves, _let us not rend it, but cast 
lots whose. it shall be." 

Geo. This is accomplished, indeed, 
with wonderful minuteness ! 

Mr. H. Not .more so than most of 
the other prophecies. It .would be 
a very proper employment for your 
brother and you, on Sunday even
ings, to go through other prophecies 
relating to our Saviour, in the same 
way. You wil1 find many in Isaiah, 
and in the book of Psalms : for there 
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were no circumstances of our Sa
viour's life and death, but what had 
been previously foretold. It is very 
n~markable, that some of the prophe
cies contain appa_rent contradictions; 
and yet, when the events f o:retold 
came to pass, were shewn to be per
fectly correct. Such is that of Isaiah 
·respecting our Lord, that " he should 
make his ·grave with the wicked, and 
with the rich in his death :" Our Sa
viour was, as you remember, cruci
fied with malefactors, and buried in 
the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea, a 
(rich man. 
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THE PouLTRY YARD, · 

In no part of the animal. creation, are the 

wisdom, tlie goodness, and the bounty of Pro
vidence, displayed in a mo!e lively manner, 

'than in the structure, formation, and various 
~ndowments of the feathered tribe. 

BEWICK, 

Geo. May we . go to the Poultry 
_yard, along -whh Roger, to see the 
chickens fed. 

Mr. H. Yes; and as I a~ not at 
present engaged I will walk with 
you. 

Geo. See, here comes the old gan
der, followed by all the geese, stretch
ing out the.ir loµg necks, and hiss
ing, to frighten us away. How silly 
they look! The ducks swim about 
on the pool, and do not take any no-
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tice of us. Quack, quack, quack !_ 

what a noise ! - There are a great 
many birds, I believe, of the duck 
tribe, but none of them very musical 
I think? 

C~as. Y ~~, brother, the swan: 
you remember, w~ . n~ad the other 
day, of the swan singing as .it dies. 

Geo. I cannot say I do : can you 
repeat the passage? · 

Chas. No: but, I dare say papa 
can. 

Mr. H. The singing of the expir
ing swan, has been a poetical image 
from the earliest times. I cannot re
peat the lines to which you allude; 
but, with the following, you are pro
bably unacquainted: 

" As pour& the 'Swan his melancholy strains, 
While death-pangs shudder thro' his freezing 

vems: 
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H e mourns for life, in lapses sad, but strong, 
And his last accents faulter into song." 

Geo. But, papa, is it really true, 
that the swan sings when dying? I 
should think it very improbable, that 
a bird that never sung before, should 
sing when expiring. 

Mr. H. So should I, my dear. 
Chas. Is not my brother mistaken, 

in saying tµat the swan is of the duck 
tribe ? 

Mr. H. No : the swan possesses 
the characteristic marks of that fa
n1il y of birds, which is distinguisheq 
by the n-ame of Anas; you Latinists 
can tell me the English of Anas ? 

Geo. Anas, sir, is a duck. 
Mr. H. Yes: each family, or ge.:. 

nus, as it is properly ter:med, of ani- , 
mals, is distinguished by a na1ne ge- · 
ner_ally d~rived from that of <?De of its 
members : thus the mouse tribe. 
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-Geo~ Must be named Mus. 
Mr. H. Which family name in

cludes .the rat, &c. The cat tribe, i1~ 
which is comprehended the Lion, 
Tiger, Panther, &c, is called-what? 

Geo. Felis. 
Mr. H. Yes : and the Pheasant, 

to which family belongs the common 
fowl, P hasianus. 

Geo. These names are called, I 
believe, the generic na~es, and you 
once told me, that the individuals 
comprehended in each genus, are dis
tinguished by a second name. 
· Mr. H. Yes : the species have 
distinct names. If I were to call an 

animal Felis, though in strict Latin 
it would mean a Cat; yet, as it al'so 

comprehends the Lion, &c, I must 
add a second term, and say, Pelis 
Catus·; or for a Rat, Mus Rattus. 
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Geo. I 'suppose, we must not say, 
Anas Duckus, and Anas Gooseus. 

Mr. H. No : if you did, I should 
be very apt to mistake you for a 
goose: but you may say, Anas Anser, 

and Anas domestica. 
Geo. That is, a Duck Goose, and 

a domestic goose : but of what use 
are these nam_es? If I were to say, 
a duck or a goose-, you would know 
just as well what I meant. 

Mr. H. I do not think, that I 

could make you fully comprehend 

all the advantages arising from this 

method of naming, without entering 

more deeply into the subject than 
we have now -time · for. According 
to the common method of naming, 
you only tell me the name of the· 

ani1nal, but if you use the· other, you 

~.~lso tell me the family to· which it 
p 
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belongs. Several of these families 
are . united by some external mark, 
common to all, into .great divisions 
or classes. Now, suppose I were to 
find an animal; or plant, with which · I 
was unacquainted ; if the author of 
the books which I consulted to dis
cover its name, habits, and properties, 
had made no use of any arrange
ment, I might spend months in ·look
ing them ov_er, before I found-a de
scription answering to this animal 
or plant. But as the classes are not 
very numerous I soon read them 
over, and find the one that is distin
guished by some mark, which the 
specimen I have found is possessed 
9f. This class will probably contain 
a few Genera, or families, and by the 
same means) I find the one, to which 
~:½ animal . or plaµt b~lo~gs. This 
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genus · or family, will be subdivided 

into species, amongst which I readily 

discover the individual I want, by its 

distinguishing marks agreeing with 

the description. And, although l 
had never seen, heard, or read of it 

before, I can, in this way, find its 

name, and all the particulars that are 

recorded of it, with nearly as much 
ease, as ref erring to a word in a Dic

tionary. 
Geo. Water birds are readily dis

tinguished from land birds, by the 

former be,ing web..,foote<l. 

Mr. H. If by water birds y0u 

mean, those that principally depend 
upon the-productions of the water for 

their subsistenoe, you are mistaken : 

there is a numerous tribe of birds 

called wad~rs, that are not web-foot

ed: these are distinguished by legs 
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unusually long·, and · genera,lly, by a 
proportionably long neck. These, as 
their name indicates, find their food 
by wading into shallow waters, and 
fishing for muscles, &c. for which 
their long legs and neck admirably fit 
,them. Those birds which are web
.footed, are all swimmers and divers ; 
.inhabitants of three of the elements, 
they ~wim in. the water, they walk on 
the land, and many of them are cele
brated for the swiftness of their flight 
through the air. 

Ch'as. The goose, the duck, and 
the swan, have certaiinly no great 
strength of wing. 

Mr. H. In their tame state, the 
·duck, and goose, are lumpish birds, 
and heavy flyers; but, on the contra
ry, in their wild state they can support 
long and tedious flights. You · have 
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seen the wild geese soaring at im
men~e heights, almost out of the 
i·each of vision ; marshalling their 

battalions in the form of a lengthened 

wedge, or changing this form into 

that of along line. · These wild geese, 

and the greatest part of the wild 
ducks, - breed in the frozen regions of 

the north, and have to travel many 

hJJndred miles in their a_nnual migra
tions ; and, as to the swan, it is in a 
:State of nature, capable of a well
sustained flight. 

Chas. 1 have often listened to the 

-whistling sound the wings of the swan 

make when flying: it is rather musi

-c.al. 
lvir. H. It is ; to produce this 

sound, the· wing must strike the air 
with great force indeed. I · knew 

an instance of a man's arm being 
p ·3 
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broken by a swan which he had enraged 
by discharging a fowling piece at it. 

Geo. Is it known for what purpose 
birds migrate? 

Chqs. By the · 1nigration of birds 
is meant, their changing their country 
at certain periods; is it not? 

Mr. H. Yes : It is not in every 
instance known, why birds migrate, 
-but,- from their passing, in general, 
south-ward in autumn, it ·is prob~ble; 
they are seeking· a warmer climate, 
where food is in greater abundance. 

Chas. But how do the birds find 
.their way over the countries, and 
-across the seas which they travel? and 
how do they know that it is warmer 
.in the south? 

Mr. H. My dear, · this is a ques
tion which .I cannot answer. 

Geo. The goose is much altered 
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-from its original colour ; but the 
swan still preserves its whiteness. 

Mr. H. ·The grey goose 1nuch re
se1nbles the wild one ; swans in this 
part of the world, are always white, 
but in New Holland there are black 

·swans~ 
Geo. Then, as white as a swan is 

not a c·orrect phrase. _ Look at those 
-ducks how they dive under the water, 
.and yet they do not seem wet. 
- Mr. H. Birds are, by nature, fur
nished with a little · bag, filled with 
·oil; which they press out with their 
beaks, and with it prune their feathers : 
.\llow, as oily substances repel moisture, 
it completely defends their feathers 
.from the action of · the water. Water 
b irds are further secured from cold by 
a thick coat of down beneath their 

feathers. 
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Geo.- ! ·remember to have seen tip
pets, and other parts of ladies' dress, 
made of -swan's-down; and very 
.warm and soft i.t is: Beds; I berieve, 
are also made of it some times ? 

Mr. H .. Yes: but feathers ar.e, ·as 
you know, generally employed for 
that purpose : few substances are 
. warmer than f ea-thers, and it is the 
frequent custom, to pull them from 
living birds, which are then released., 
and as soon as a second coaf is pro-
duced, they are again plucked. · 

Geo · How cruel and barbarous ,! 
.I should suppos.e, that so wick-ed 
a practice, is not pur.sued in this 
country. 

Mr. H. In this immediate neigh
bourhood it is not, but, I am sorry to 
add, that where large quantities of 
geese are kept, as in the fens of Lin-
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colnshire, they are subjected to this 
cruel operation four or :five times in 
the year. 

Chas. What can induce men to be 
so cruel? 

Mr. H. The love of money, that 
abundant source of most evils. It is 

'. pleaded in defence of this custom, 
that without it, they could not keep 
such numerous flocks, and that the 

· animals enjoy life: but, "the mercies 
of the wicked are cruel !'' 

Geo. The goose seems to be a very 
useful animal, . the flesh, the giblets, 
even the blood, is used as· food; 
its feathers form our couches, and 
without its quills I know not how we 
should manage to write. 

Mr. I-I. There is one of its uses 
, you have forgotten, if not. two. 

Chas. What are they? 
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lYlr. H. As sentinels-
Chas. As sentinels ! 
Mr. H. Yes : these birds being veTy 

watchful, begin to cackle at night,-on 
the least disturbance : you remember, 
that .when both the biped sentinels, 
and the still mor.e f,q,ithf ul caru.ne ones, 
were buried in slumber, the geese 
gave a tiunely notice, and saved the, 
Rom.an Capitol from destruction. -The 
other use I dare say you will recol
lect, if you think of your favourite 
chevy ,chace. 

Chas. Oh! I know what you 
mean; 

'Against Sir Hugh Montgomery, 
So right the shaft he set, 

The grey-goose wing that was thereon, 
In his heart's blood w.a,s wet.' 

Mr. H. And, thF1,t the same use 
was made of th em in still more 
ancient times, is evident ; for Virgil , 
'peaking of Eneas says, 
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,, Thus while he spake, unmindful of defence, 

A winged an-ow struck the pious pri11cc." 

Geo. I do not comprehend what is 
meant by saying, the grey-goose 
wing was wet in his blood. 

· Mr. H. On the part of the arrow 
nearest the string of the bow, is fast
ened three strips of that part of the 
quill which is called the vane or beard, 
for the purpose of giving it steadi
ness in its flight ; hence, ' the winged 
arrow. ' It has been well said, that 
the goose and the calf rules the 
world; the goose furnishing quills, 
and the calf parchment. 

Chas. Swans are not used as food? 
lvlr. H. Cygnets, or young ~wans, 

are considered as very good ; and 
Swans were formerly ranked as dain
ties, and were then much more com-

1 

mot?- t~an they are now. 
' 
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Chas. See, there is our old grey . 
cock : how he stands on the top of 
the hen-roost, crowing·, and flapping 
his wings ! I should think that a 
bird might be denominated, a flying · 
animal. 

Mr. H. That definition would 
hardly be sufficient ; for you know, 
there are flying fish, and the Ostrich 
cannot fly, however swiftly it may 
run. 

Chas. Then we must call them 
winged animals: for the flying fish 
can· hardly be said to have 'wings : it 
raises itself into the air by means of · 
its fins. 

Mr. H. By this definition, you 
will rank the bat amongst birds, a 
place which, I am afraid, it is scarcely 
entitled to hold. 

Chas. A bat is certainly a bird . 
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lJ!lr. H. A bird with four legs and 
two external ears; without feathers 
or bill! 

Geo. Now, I have found a defini
tion, we must distinguish birds by 
their bill. 

Mr. H. ·This will not do, there is 
an animal that has a bill like a duck, 
and yet has four feet, and no wings. 

Geo. If we denominate birds bipeds, 
we shall include mankind; therefore 
birds are feathered bipeds. 

Mr. H. Ha! ha! you remind Irie 
of a story _I have read, respecting.· 
Plato, who -defined a man to be, "a 
biped without feathers.'' On hear-, 
ing this, old surly Diogenes divested 

I 

a live chic~rnn of its feathers, and 
turning it into Plato's school, exclaim-: 
ed "behold Plato's man !'' ) \ ' ' . . . 

·Geo. That was comical, b\lt it wa~ 
; ·~ . 

Q 
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exceedingly cruel to pull the feathers 
from a living bird. I am afraid, we 
shall find no definition for a bird, 
unless that of a winged biped will 
d ·1 0. 

Mr. H. I do not object to it. 
Here come~ Ralph with barley for the 
hens ; how they -flock round him· ! 
The old cock himself, has conde
scended to come down from his· lofty 
station. 

llow anxiously the hen calls her 
chickens ! cluck, cluck, and tries to 
shew them how to peck, and finds 
tl'ieir food for them. She is a very 
tender mother; when they are hun
gry she feeds not herself till they are 
satisfied; when danger threatens 
them, however timid at all other times, 
~he is bold in their defence, and will 
assail any animal that attacks them. 
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8-h~watehesoverthem with the greatest 

aJiXiety and _ .solicitude ; from the 

storm she $rtehers them, and at night 

she gathers them under her wings : 

a circumstance that has been used as 

a striking and beaut_if~l simile by our 

·saviour; speaking of the rejection 

an,.~ oi,sper.sioh of the - J ew.s, which 

was abo1-1t to take place for their ob

stinacy, he said o: 0 Jerusalem ! J e-

. rusal~m ! that kiUest · the Prophets, 

Jl_:nd stonest them that are sent unto 

thee, howoften.w.ould Ihave gathered 

thy· children toge±h.er~ even as a hen 

gathereth her chickens under her 

wings1 and you would not."' 

Chas. The ~uck ge;rnlS compre

hends ·tlie Ewan, the Goo.se, the Duck, 
the Widgeon, the Teal, and I know 

not how many besides. Isthefamily 

~o which the hen. belongs as nmne

rous? 
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Mr. H. No: it is by ·no means 
extensive: the domestic cock belongs 

· to_ the Pheasantfamily, and the generic 
· name ·is Phasianus (Pheasant). 

Chas. He has got grand relations, 
but he is a v.ery handsome looking 
fellow. 

Mr. H. He is indeed, and very 
valiant' too : where the barbarous 

-custom of cock-fi.ghtin·g prevails, he 
. will frequently die before he yields. 

Pity it is, that such a handsome bird 
should he mutilated, and so 1nuch 
courage be employed by barbarians, 

· for the detestable purpose of gambling. 
Geo. I hope that there are few in 

this country, who _practise this cruel 
sport, if sport they can think it? 

Mr. H. This practise is on the de
cline in England ; but in son1e foreign 
-countries it is carried to such excess, 
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that a n1an has been known to stak:e 

his pToperty, his ·wife, children, and 

.hi,mself, on the ev~nt of a cock-fight : 

a father on , his death-bed, has even 

comma,nded his son; to stake his for

tune on a favourite cock.-The break

fast bell rings ; we must return. 

Chas. May we come again to~ 

morrow ? for you have not 'told us 

any thing respecting the guinea fowls, 

the turkeys, and the pigeons. 
Mri H. If l'am not engaged. · · 

Chas. I have often 'been surprised 

by a bird sitting so -patiently on her 

nest, day after day, during the time 

the eggs are hatching. 
Mr. H. It is -indeed ' surprising,' that 

a bird, theliveliestof all animals, w·hose 

motions are so free; and which is at 

other times not at rest fo:r a single 

moment, shouic.J. continue willingly 
·3 Q, 
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:for so long a period, 'almost as still as 
if she had lost the use of her limbs : 

.but this is probably a state of en
joyment. In Egypt; and in some 
-parts of France, eggs ' are hatched 
in large ovens, which are kept at a 
proper temperature, either by fire or 
by fermenting substances, in the man
·-ner of ·a hot-~ed ; in this way, seve
.ral thousand chickens are hatched at 
once. .It is ·worth observing, · that 
birds are, in proportion to their bulk, 

'.much lighter than other animals. 
· Geo. Is ·this ·owing ·to their fea
.ihers? 

]I/Jr. H. Not entirely : their bones 
are hollow, and, of course, strong and 
light. 

Geo. I see that being hollow they 
will 15e light, but why strong? 
· ll,:lr.H. I think it is scarceJy nee G 
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. sa~y to answer that question. I will 
only refer you to a stalk of wheat. 

Chas. ·They will certainly be 
stronger than a s-0lid bone containing 

. only the same quantity of matter ; 
for, if a straw, which is possessed of 
great strength for its size and weight, 

::be flatt,ened,, it will almost break with 
its own weight. On the san1e princi
ple it is I suppose, that the quill. 

· of birds ·are made hollow that they 

may possess strength and lightness. 
Mr. H. Did you ever take par

·t icular notice of the vane or beard 
of the quill? 

r • . 

Geo. I have observed, that when 
the rays of which it is composed are 

· separated, and afterwards pressed to
gether again, they immediately re
-unite ; and yet they do not seem to 

1p6sse ·s any stickin s. 
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Jttfr. H. On the inner part of 
each ray, are a · great number of 

,hooks, which clasp 1nto each other; 
these, if separated,- will instantly l"e
clasp on being pressed togethex. 
After breakfast, I will shew you them 
in the microscope: 

Geo. Some birds, as the hawk and 
eagle, live entirely upon animal food, 
and others upon insects and seeds. 

Mr. H. This forms a grand ·mark 
of distinction, dividing birds int9 
carnivorous, and· granivorous; the 
flesh-eaters, and the -seed-eater&. 
The carnivorous birds are dis
tinguished by their hooked bill ·and 
strong talons, ·with whi.ch they seize 

. and tear their prey, their strength of 
wing is, for the most part, w~ry 
great; a large e<l:gle wiU, with ease, 
fly away with a lamb in its .talons; 
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and they soar far beyond the reach 
of human vision, and their sens.;e of 

. smell is great, almost beyond belief. 
Chas. When sufficient food cannot 

be procured, I have read, that car
. nivorous birds will prey upon · shell 

fish, the shells of which they break 
, by soaring with them to a-great height, . 
and then letting · th.em fall upon the 

· rocks. 
Geo. From this circumstance pe

rished Eschylus, who was killed by 
· an eagle's dropping an oyster upon · 

the bald pate of the philosopher 
. ' 

which it seems to have mistaken for ·a 

· stone. 
Mr. I-I. In other kinds of birds 

· the bill is forn1ed spmetimes long and 
tapering, for boring in search of in
sects ; flattened and serrated, for 

filtering and examining the mud ; 
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strong. and large; for breaking nut-s ; 
crooked, as in the nut-hatch, for split
ting the fir.:cones ; tapering and 
pointed, for picking up the insects 
and seeds, which are dispersed over 
the trees, herbs, and ground. Their 
legs and feet are formed for swimming, 
for wading, for running, hopping, 
climbing ~nd perching, according to 
the habits of life of the particulaT 
species. , But; granivorotis birds dif
fer in their internal structure from all 
other animals, in being possessed of 
a gizzard. Grain, and most seeds, 
will not digest in their stom-achs un
less broken ; and, as they have no 
teeth, theyare furnished with this organ 
to perform their office, in it they 
are ground and prepan~d for dige~-

. tion, which operation is much ass-ist
~d by the small _stones tha~ the birds 
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swallow. Those seeds which escape 

unaltered are deposited by the birds 

in the crevices of rocks, and in 

situations inaccessible to other ani

mals, and which,. otherwise, must 

remain for ever barren. 

G~o. Birds are the only anin1als 

which sing? . _ 
· Mr. H. Many a11imals and insects 

ainuse themselves hy making differ

ent noises, as some species of n1on

key, the cricket and the grass-hop

per; but birds alone possess the pow

er of producing really musical 

sou11ds ; though this talent is not ex

tended to the whole race : of car

nivorous songsters there are few. 

Birds in the tropieal region of th e 

earth, are many of them decorated 

with the most splendid colours; _but 

few of these are songsters. It m~.y 
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perhaps surprise you to be informed,,. 
that the so~g of birds is acquired by 
imitation ; a lark educated under a 
linnet, will sing like a linnet, and not 
like a lark ; even a spanow has been 
taught to sing, . by oeing brought up 
in the nest of a linnet. 

Geo. I have heard a canary whistle 
a tune, and I have read of a bird call
ed a mock bird, that imitates _the 
notes of all other birds, though it has 
a song peculiar to -its species. 
. Mr. If. The canary, in a state o~ 
nature, has no song. The canaries 
that are reared in this country, sing 
the notes ,of the nigh:tingale or the 
tit-lark, and the song of . many of 
them partakes of both. 
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CHARLES THE SECOND. A DRAMA. 

I could not die any where so contented a~ 

n the King's company, his cause being just, 

and his quarrel honourable. · 
KING HENRY 5th. 

ScENE lsT. 

A Cottage in a wood in Staffordshire,· a 
countryman seated at his breakfast. 

[Enter a/armer.] 

Farmer. Good morrow to you, 

neighbour. 
Countryman. Good morrow,Gaffer. 

It's foul weather; will you step to the 
fire ·and 9-ry yourself? there is sad 
news i'the country side. [ Enter 
another farmer.] 

1st. Fanner . A friend of mine
bid him-welcome ; a true lover of his 

I 

R 
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king and country; none o'your par
liament ,men. 

Countryman. Welcome to you, 
sir, with all n1y heart. Be seate~, sir, 
are· ye fas'iing? will ye breakfast? · 

.. 1st. Farmer. vV e have breakfast
. ed, neighbo·ur, but what is the news, 

the bad news, you may speak out, 
this is a friend, a true king's man. . 

Country1nan~ '1Vhy the 'news, the 
king's fled for his life, the parliam·ent 
n1en have offered' a reward of a thou
.sand pounds for his head. And so 
all the king's n1en are li.kely to be 
put down. 

1st. Farmer More's the pity: but, 
neighbour, if aught co~1ld yet be <lone, 
yo1.1'v~ a hand and _heart; and there's 
talk of a rising. . 

Cou1it1"!-)11za1i. ,v eH, I've fought for 
. him before, and would .bleed c1gaij1 
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for my noble 1naster ;· but it's all over 

now. 
1st. Farmer. Not so bad, I hope, 

as you think of; all n1ay yet be well. 

I hear you've had great losses, that 

the parliament have fined you. 

Countryman. Fined me ! aye that 

have they. After th~ battle of 

Worcester, you know we all got ho!lle 

•as fast as we could; but the parlia

ment finding I had fought against 

them for my king, as is right to be 

done, and as I'll do again when I've 

the opportunity, fined me. My three 

cows went, and two horses had I to 

sell out of . the shafts, to pay with. 

1st Farmer. There was bloody 

.work that day: there was such kill;

.ing and murdering, the streets were 

bloodier than a butcher's stall. Th~ 

guns firing, the people flying, scream-
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ing, falling in heaps on every side : 
it was a dreadful day. Were you at 
the battle of Worcester, friend? 

2nd. Farmer. I was. It was a 
·dreadful day, indeed, a dreadful day 
for me. 

Countryman. A dreadful day for 
you. then you suffered greatly by it 

~ 

too. 
2nd. Farmer. Did I say a dread

ful day for 1ne? W el1, so it was-I 
lost .every thing-my all. 

Countryman. There were many 
that did ; and many lost their lives 
1as well. The king staid bravely with 
his troops till all was lost. We have 
'not heard of him since. Perhaps, 
sir, if you have travelled far you may. 

1st-. Farmer. He is apt to be ab
sent, he does not hear you. 

Countryman. I-lave you heard 
any thing in your travels of the king? 
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. 2nd. Farmer. r was with him at 

Worcester, · and I have heard, since 

.then, various reports respecting him; 

but none that were true. 

Countryman. If it would not be 

making too bold, may I ask, how 

you know they were not true? Per: 

·haps you know the truth respecting 

hin1 : but these ar·e dangerous times 

to speak freely in, but we are all 

-King,.s tnen here, -sir. · 

: 2ud. Fan,1rter. I was not thinkihg 

of what I said, I meant, that were 

likely to prove true. 

lst. Farmer. Time wears away, I 

n1ust be going. This gentleman i.§ 

one ·who has ·suffered greatly for 

. the king, -as he has told you. · There 

is, I un<lerstand frmn the friend he 

c~n~e with, · a 'reward ·offered for [his 

appi.:eheruiion, and he 1~ ende~vour_;,, 
' , 
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. ing to escape from England. · I 

.brought him here, thinking that you~ 

.Roger, being a loyal man, would give 
him shelter · for a night; and help 
Jiim on his journey, for my sake. 

Countryman. Aye that I will, if 
he loves his king as well as I do, for 
his own sake. ,v ould you fight for 
your king, friend, if there should be 
a rising? 

2nd. Farmer. I love him better, 
l think, than you can do, and have 
fought for him. 

1st. Farmer. . Well, then, fare
well ! Be kind to this stranger, Roger. 
Fare ye well, sir ! 

2nd. Farmer. Farewell ! If for-
tune favour me you will hear from 
1ne again. 

1st. Farmer. 
~ve1 you should 

And you, sir, if 
want a home, re-
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member your friend at the old House. 

So heaven bless you! [Exit; and 

enter a labourer.] 
. Serv. 0 master; m.aster ! here's a 

great parlian:ient man, and more than 

a score of the parli~ment soldiers, 

and the folks say they are coming here 

to search the premises. It's suspect

ed that king Charles is hidden some

where here . 
. Countryman. Well, they may 

search . till _ they are tired for their 

pains. How can the fools think the 

king should be here ? 
Farmer. A word with 

host. 

you, my 

Countryman. Step out, Joe, the 

gentleman wants to speak to me. [ Exit 
Servant.] 

Farmer. The same men that are 

seeking the _king, have a warrant 
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•against me ; theref orP- my 'kind host I 
, must beg you w-ill place me out of 
danger. , 

!, Coun.trynzan . . [Drqwing baclc· a 
pannet in the wainscoat]. Please to 
enter here, sir. This plaee was made 
for- a different purpe>se. lt was made 
long ago, by my old grandfather, to 
·hide his money ; and, I fancy they 
will not . find you here.- [ Closes 
"tlze -pannel, and hangs up a coat and 

· ·1tat oh a peg placed ove1~ it; strews 
'some sacks upon , the ground beside it, 
and draws _a_ ta~le close; seats himsetj 
iJi a cluur ·beJ:ide the ·tabie, and talks to 
hi;nselj.] There,-they may · seel~ 
hin1 now, I think. · But l wonder 
\,vho be is -? Some great man, i''ll be 
bound for him; his talk and his man--.. 

~ . 
her speak him Sli.ch, let his coat be 
{-vhat i:t vv-ill~~ but .. still l;e did not 
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seem to have much -money in his 

purse.-If it should be the king after 

al] ! but no, that can't be. I forgot 

to give him a light, I must get one. 

SCENE 2ND. 

A dark Closet. Farmer seated with his 

face covered with his hands. A 

lamp burning on the ground. Coun

trJman' s voice, and other voices 

heard without. 

1st Voice. I tell you I am,-and its 

no use disputing with me, you have 

-got the king in the dark closet. 

Countryman. If I have, wife, its 

unknown to me. 
1st Voice. J em !. J em ! I tell thee, 

neighbour Hicks saw two 1nen come 

in here this ~orning, •and there was 

but one w·ent out, and as he _passed 
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him, the wind blew his coat on one 
side, and he saw a grand sword belt 
under it; and they say the king 
changed clothes with him in the wood. 
And the king is here. 

Countryman. They lie, wife, that 
say so. 

1st Voice. Well then, why will you 
riot let me look into the closet? But, 
J em, the parlian1ent men will be h.ere 
soon; and then I'll see.-hush ! here 
they come !-There's a great reward 
·offered for him, and I'll -have it in 
spite o' thee, J em. 
[ Farmer rises from his seat, and clasps 

· his hands.] 
Ah n1e ! Oh, that the thunders of 

Heaven would strike me dead ! or 
that the earth would swallow me !
My Crown,-my kingdom,-my 
friends, all gone? • My men, my no-
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ble army, all perished! -my c~:mntry 
rent with intestine strife ! why, with 
1:DY greatness, feil I not? Of late a_ 
king·.-what am I now? a fuo-itive ! 

0 I 

an outcast of · the people ! and for 
this poor man, who, already has borne 
so much for me, if he persist, and I 
an1 found, he too must perish witlr 
me~ or if this woman's tongue-betray 
1ne-If I had fallen with my men at 
Worcester, then should I have been· 
at peace : but to endu,re thei scorn, 
the mockery, the friumph of n1y ·ene·

mies; my very death; a public spect21:~ 
cle, how terrible !-It is now too late 
to atte1np( an escape: alr_ea~y do I' 
hear the voices o·f tny pursuers; · . 

... - - ·~ ' . ,, 

J 

-· .. 
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SCENE 3RD. 

The Interior of the Cottage. Coun
tryman and his wife. 

Countryman. I tell you, if you drop 
one word, with this pistol, I will that 
instant kill you. 

Wife. Why, J em, only consider, 
so many thousands, if you tell them 
it would make you a gentleman for 
life : our squire would not be so 
rich by half. And if you should keep 
him hidden, and he should be found, 
these n1en will hang us both up at 
our own door-Oh dear! oh dear ! 
what will become of us ! 

Countryman. Well, Bess, I should 
only die to save my king, and I've 
run the risk of it before, and therefore 
if you say one word, r member ! 
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[ Enter an office_r. Men without.] 

Officer. It is suspected that the 

king is here concealed, and we are 

come to search, by warrant , of the 

parliament. If you deliver him to 

u_s, there's the reward, read this-

[Puts a paper into his hand.-Tlze men 

enter, search- the house, and failing 

to discover the king, break into the 

larder, and carry off the provisions. 

After they a1~e gone, the pannel 

slides back, and the king, in his dis-

guise, enters. Countryman's wife-

retires.] 

Countryman [kneels]. My master, 

and my king ! If I have spoken aught 

amiss, it was because I knew you not, 

your majesty will pardon me? 

J(.ing. Rise, friend, and ask not 

from me pardon. You hav~ afforded 
/ s 
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n1e shelter,. and have saved n1y· life : 
to reward your faithfulness J am not 
able, the time perhaps is not far dis-· 
tant, when it may be in my power: 
trust n1e, such service will )lot be ·for-_ 
gotten, at present you must be rpy 
guide. 

[ E:cit.] 
. . j 

SCENE 4TH. . 

A lzandsonie Room. Gountrymait a,?id 
his wife welt-dressed and : seated
Enter ] st. Farmer zn (ln efficer's 
uniform. ·•: 

,__ -Countryman. Good morrow, · cap-' 
tain, ~o you :_ I thi:nk, I need not ask: 
where you g~t your ·king's livery. 

Officer. · Good morrow to -you: · and 
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I wish you joy in your new house. 

I hear the king, our noble Charles, 

:has been bountiful to· you in his gifts. 

But your wife, there, had nearly 

brought you into trouble. She's for; 

given, I suppose? 
Wife. Aye, the king forgave me 

.all, like a good and noble master, as 

he is. 
. Countrynian. And would you be

lieve it, he had nof for gotten the loss 

.of 1ny three cow's ·and my two horse,c;? 

for he sent · me_ down a famqus team, 

·and a purse full of gold, with a pro

mise of a yearly pension. 'Twas a 

.lucky day when you and he cros~ed 

i11is · threshold. 1\/Iy heart misgave 

.me then he was no con1mon gentle-

111at1. , But ~id you know he was the 

king? 
.Offiee,r. Believe me, no. l-Ie came 
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recommended by a friend, with· the 
story I told you, and stayed with me 

a whole week too ; and when he left 

my house, he took his sword belt off, 

(but for which he was dressed just 

like a farmer, in those times of war; 

when every ploug·hman held the whip 
·with one hand, and his sword with 

the other,) but that was too grand 

for a farmer, and he gave it me, and 

told me to keep it as a pledge· till I 
should hear from him again, when 

he would redeem it. And what think 

you? a · month , ago a grand letter 

· came, tied with silk, and it contained 

a commission, and desired the belt 

might be restored. This was it which 

farmer Hicks saw, and that raised 

the report about the king being with 
you. 

Counlr!Jman. But after all, he got 
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no good by it, he was killed soon 

after in a skirmish, poor man! 

f : . . • ' • • 

This -Dra:i:na is founded on fact: the desoencl-

an ts of the countryman reside in Staffordshire; 

and s(,ill enjoy the pension. · 

,. 
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CuRlOSITY. 

Still be the man with caution tried 
In whose discretion you confide : 
Who loves to ask, will love to prate• 
Ears that unfold to every tale, 
Intrusted secrets ill conceal. 

HORACE. 

Geo. How shall we employ our 
time till the candles are brought? I 

, w:onder whether papa will tell us a 
tale? · 

Mr. H. Well, I have thought of 
one that perhaps may improve a c~r
tain young person, if he will attend 
to it-but I mention no names. 

Geo. Do you mean me, papa? 
Mr. H. I did not say so. 
Geo. No, papa, but though you 

d_id not say so, pel'haps you did mean 
me. 
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. · Mr. H. In a certain town, there 

lived a gentleman of the name of 

. Broadhurst. Mr. Broadhurst was a 

married man, but as he had no family 

~of his own, he used to invite a niece to 

live with him occasionally, and she 

frequently spent many weeks together 

at her uncle's. . This young lady had 

acquired a very troublesome· habit of 

.asking questions, and of prying into 

things that did not at all concern her, 

in short, she was what is generally 

called· very curious; though I do not 

think she was well aware of it herself. 

'One evening her aunt left the room~ 

'and was absent for some time on do

mestic affairs. Her uncle sat reading 

the paper. When he had finished it, 

he laid it upon the table, and pushed 

up his spectacles to his forehead, 

which was a certain sign that , he was 

going to 5ay something very grave. 
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Ch(tS. That is just as,·you do, papa. 
Mr. ·· H. · Is it?· well-I believe it 

is, s.aid Mr. H . . smiling. He then 
called his niece to him and said, my 

,dear, I am goingfrom home.-early to
morrow rµorn1ng. I have. something 
I sbould wish to leave in your carec; 
may I depend upon· yo.u ? 

;.. Certainly, sir, you may : replied 
his niece, but what, is it? That, said 
._Mr. Broadhurst; I wish to remain un
known. 
: Well, said his. niece, that -is ve1:y 
odd : how c~n you con1mit ariy thing 
to 1ny care without my knowing what? 
If is, replied ·her uncle, inclosed in a 
sma11 paper bo:x. I have so much 
pependence upon you, that. I dare in~ 
trust you with the box unfastened ; 
put with the knowledge of what it 
contain~, I roi.~.y-not. lfere i the k~y 

•, 
,_ ; 
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-of my desk, open it, and you will find 

·the box wrapped in a brown paper . 

. When she had found it, she carried 

:i t to her uncle. Now, my dear, said 

-he, as he unfolded the paper with 

care, this small box I give into your 

:hands. You n1ust neither tell Mrs. 

Broadhurst, nor any one else, what 

has passed hetween us this evening, 

and you will lock _the box up in your 

t runk : it is of importance to your:.. 

-self to remain ignorant of its contents. 

Good night, love. It may probab~y 

be three weeks before I return. 

Geo. I wonder what was in it: do 

you know, papa? 
Mr. H. You cannot wonder more 

than Mary didM She carried the box 

up stairs into her . room : she ex

amined the outside over, and over 

again., it was a small .. box made of 
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·purple paper; and after poring over 
jt for a full half hour, she was just 
as wise as at first. It had no smell~ 
It felt extremely light, and sounded 
hollow, for thus far did Mary's cu
riosity lead her. At length, she 
placed it in her trunk, and locked it 
up, as · she had pro1nised to do. She 
~ould scarcely sleep for thinking of 
it. · What could it be, that was of 
-importance to her not to know, and 
:Yet that her uncle had put into her 
hands.? What could it be, that he 
would. not even trust her aunt with? 
for it was the first time she had ever 
known her uncle conceal any thing 
from her. ,vhen she at . length fell 
~sleep, the box-the· box.still troubled 
her; she dreamt about it, waking or 
·sleeping; the box still · run in 'her 
.head. . Day, after day passed; the 
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desfre to know what was in this· box· 
grew stronger. A thousand times 
did she wish-that her uncle had neve1· 
placed it. in her care. It was daily 
examined, and n1any a time was her 
hand on the point of raising the lid. 
She had tried, and found that it was 
really not secured in any way. The 
evening · at length came preceding 
the day on which her uncle was e~.:. 
pected to return. To morrow, she 
thought; would put it out of her 
power to ascertain the contents for 
ever. . She tried the lid-it dropped 
into .her hand.-There was a p;:i,per 
in the box., Well, said she, I will 
not read this. paper, I will only just 
look at it. She raised it; the paper 
was blank, but- beneath on the bot .. 
tom of the box; · was wi·itten in large 
charact~rs - . ''Peep says Cztriosity.''-
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Poor Mary burst into tears ! The 
box dropped fron1 her hand upon the 
floor. To deny that she had opened 
the box, she could not : ·a lie was 
what Mary riever to.Jd. -It was no.w 
apparent what her uncle meant when 
he said, that it was of importance to· 
herself. that she did not open it.. She 
had forfeited his good opinion, and 
in all probability, a reward; thoug·h, 
to give Mary due credit, her mind 
was so completely occupied by the 
thought of having lost her uncle's 

· esteem, that the latter idea never en
tered her mindr To increase her 
perplexity, at this instant there was 
a knock at the hall door. It was her 
uncle's well-known rap. When he 
was informed of the truth by Mary's 
frank confession of the whole, he told 
.her, that he inte_nde_d no punish1nent ; 
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' 
that he meant to give her a lesson 

which he trusted she would never 

forget. "That I shall not indeed," 

replied the sobbing girl, and I am 

happy to say, that before long, she

recovered the good opinion of her 

lillcle. 
• 1 

' I' 

, 

T 
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Acrps AND ALKALIES. 

1 

• If is- desirable) as soon as p~ssibleJ -to give
correct ideas of the pl'opirties of acids and alka
l~eS'. To this endJ let the p~ril be eady in-
s.tructed in the use of cherriica,l tests. . ; 

·· · PxRKEs" CrrEiu. CAT. 

Geo. I s~w my mother using some 
concrete acid of lemons this 1norning. 
I thought acids were always liquid. 

Father. No, my dear; some acids, 
as you see, are solid. 

Chas. I suppose by an acid i8 
meant something sour. 

Father. No. Some acids are not 
at all sour. 

Chas. ,vhy, I thought that acid and 
sour were synonymous. I have often 
heard you say, how acid the fruit is~ 

Father. Iri common conversation, 
acid and sour are used for each other: 
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sourness always implies the presence 

'Of an. acid, though all acids are not 

-sour; you have tasted bitter almonds? 

Chas . . Often. . 
· · Father. And peach stones, and 

Jaure! leaves ? 
Geo. Yes ; the cook sometimes 

.,_bitters the. custards with them. 

Father. vV ell, it is an acid that 

.gives them their bitterness . .. 

Geo. Are acids generally c_onsiden

.- e·d ·wholeso1ne 1 

. Father. No ·: the one I have ju~ 

. mentioned is poisonous. 

, Chas. I never found any bad ef

Jects; from eating custard ,bittered 

·with laurel leaves. 
Father. Because there is not a 

sufficient . quantity of them used 

in making it to injur~ you.-Do , you 
know oil of.vitriol, and aqua fortis? · 
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Geo.. Yes, sir, I broke a bottle of 
-one -0f them last year, and where the 
,drops fell upori my cloaths, it com
pletely destroyed the. cloth . . 

Fa~her. It was yery fortunate for 
you that the liquid did not fall upon 
your hands or face. :But these are 
acids also; their proper names are, 

1-, sulphtiric and nitrous acid. 
Geo. Acids then are eTther sour :or 

not; liquid or solid. · 
Father. You are not quite righit 

·yet ; some acids -are in the form of 
au or gaseous. What is called fi:x
-ed air, · that is found in fermenting 
liquids, and which gives .to beer, 
portP-r, cyder, and champagne, their 
ibri'skness, and sparkling appearance, 
is an acid.-Carbonic acid. 

-..Geo.. Then, if it is an air, can it 
be breathed like common air? . 



. ~.ACIDS AND ALKALIES. ,. 209 

•, · Fat"fier~ -No; ~it soon. suff◊-cates any 

: one ~that is . compelled to jnhale i t.-r

. It . oce\irs in we,ls,_ and is then called 

,the heavy damp -; .in brewers' vats it 

j_s always found; and where charcoal 

~fires a.re burnt, the air becomes .strong

ly impregnated with it . 

. , Geo: I have often heard of persons 

-h~ving died, . in consequence of 

.sleeping in close rooms where char;

·.coal was · burning, they were suffoi-

cated, I suppose, by the carbonic 

acid1 produced by, the c01nbustion of 

the charcoal. · 

: F.atf-t,r,1\ Yes~ 

Chas. I was _ reading yesterday aH 

kcctnint of a . cave in Italy, into which 

if a dog and· a man enter, the dog 

soon dies, and the• man · recei:ves no 

injury. The .bo?k ~tat~s, 'tha•t thi s 

~ingu1itr circumstance: arises -from Jhe 
T 3 
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heavy damp, which, being heavier 
than the atmosphere, occupies1 the 

1bottom of. the grotto;. so that the dog 
is imme'rsed in it, "whilst the man's 
head is in the purer air. . , r, " , 1 

Geo. Is the fire damp the same 
thing? ., . ,,. : ~;, 

Fa,ther. ,No: .. the fire, damp is.near
ly similar to the. gas, with which the 
streets·_ are r-Jighted. Carbonic acid 
i~ .contained in •mauy substances ; if 
you:, pmir a little strong vinegar upon 
po.w.d.ered whiting, it will be disen ... 
gag~d in bubb]e~. . , 
~ Geo. Are there any more gaseous 

acids ? ~· ,u ,. 
Father. Yes, .several. Did y1ou 

never obs~rve the white smoke tl!~t 
arise~ fro~ purning brimstqne 1 

, Geo. Yes, sir, ofteri . . 
· .Father. That is an acid, · and one : 



ACIBS AND ALKALIES. 21 J 

of which we have the earliest ac

rcount; 'it was used, -at a very early 

period, , in · bleaching wool. I .will 

shew you an experiment w-ith it. I 

will hold this .red rose over the fumes 

.arising from these burning matches. 

Geo. How curious ! the rose has 

~ecome white, •it is no longer a red 

r-0se, it is a white one. 

i, Chas. Then, as the form, and taste, 

ind smell of ,acids are uncertain ,: for 

aqua• f ortis has a very different smell 

from burning brimstone, and the acid 

of lemons has no smell at all ; how 

am I to distinguish them from other 
' 

bodies ? · : :. 

Fathet. I am ·afraid that I can

not give you a definition of an acid; 

t~at you can at pre1ent understand': 

But I can readily sh~w you how to 

aso.ertain-the -presence of an acid · in 

an uncombined form. 
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_ -l.l:eo. Then pr~y _do, ·papa. - - . ~1' 

. Father. These.· _little slips of pa., 
fp:e:r ai:e stained blue · with the .purple 
tlowers .of a violet; · ~ny other qlue 
~fl<?.wer will do. Into this wine gl~s~ 
o.f -w~tet I will drop a little vinega~, 
iart9- then immerse the slip of papfr. 
r , -~fO •.. The. purpl~ 'colour ha~ disap';. 
peared, and the paper has become 
r.ed. · , c- . 
\ . -· . 

. 
•::;LFµthfr: This pap~r so stained is 
pall~d ;a test paper, from its power of 
jpdicJ1ting .the· presence of an acid. 
\' Ger.. It,. there any thing beside.s 
~cids wJ1i.ch change& the ·· colour of ~ 
test paper? 
- -·Farl:ze.r. _rlr>:to thi& g1a$"s Qf wa,ter I 
~ ilLput -~ ,sm~ll q1Japtity 1. of · pearl 
~sh~s, and •dip -the ;P~per into .it. 
< ; Ge.0.' It ~~s. turne~ .green ? 
c<.lfr((her.:·, Potash is .· .what is . called 

' .. , .. 
• . -

1 
• '" • ,. . • - • .. l • - .. '• l,, 
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an alkali, and alkalies . always turn 

·this. test paper green. 

Geo. "~ow .many alkalies are there! 

· Father. Three qnly of much im-

4>ort~nce . . 
Geo. Are they all like potash, 

so1i-d ·? ' 
Father. No, -0ne of them is gase

.-0us; this, when combined with water, 

.is called spirit of hartshorn. 

Geo. Are alkalies as various in 

~their--tastes as acids? 

Father. No~ taste.this potash. 

Geo. It is exceedingly nauseous. • 

Father. The taste is what is called 

an alkaline taste. The other imp'ortarit 

·alkalies are, soda and ammonia. 

Geo. What are alkalies made froni 1 

Father. Soda is made from the 

-ashes of sea· weeds; _Potash from 

th ose of land plants ; and impure 
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..amino:Qia, nr hartshorn, as the name 
indicates, was . formerly made by 

"'distilling the horns of deer, but now, 
on the great sale, other animal sub
stances, as bones, hoofs, &c., are 
.employed. 

Geo. Are' alkalies of much use? · 
~ Father. Yes, they have the pro
peTty of making oils unite with water-. 
Into this vial I will pour some water, 

~and a little o_il., You observe th~· oil 
swims on the surface- of th~ wate:v, 
and ji I · :shake . them, ~s so0n as I let 
tqem Jemain at rest they separate. I 

:wi11 n~w add a small portipn of po,t-
; ~~~) and shake th~ bottl~. _; 

G.eo. The water, and the oil, an~ 
the potass, are all blended a;nd look 

. }j_ke, ,cre~m . . _ 
1• :father._ Qils combined with potasl?, 
. for?') .~Oft soar; c01;1bined with soda, 
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haid .. The .. cololli: of the ·soap a_6ses: 

fro1:1 that of the oils, that ar~ used. 

in the manufactory. · Before th~ al

kali is used for this purpose, it roust 

be deprived of the carbonic; aciq 

which is unit~d with it. r:(here is 

another substance of still great~1' 

Y.<!-lue, of which soda is the basis. • 

Geo. What is that? 

~ l!ather, Glass. . 

· Geo. Glass ! Why glass is quite 

transparant, and it wiU not diss·olve 

in water, and has no taste ! , . 

:· · Father. And, y~t it is .made __ by fu"'.' 

sing soda and sand together ... 

. Geo. Irideed ! and wo_uld not pot1 
ash do as well? · 

r. Father: .It is seldom used' for this 

purpose. · When ~lkali is add~d -jr,. 

excess, the glass is soluble· 111 wat~r

of which, one of .the old~ windqw:a 
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in the cathedral at York is an »s
stance: 

Geo. Well, this is still stranger. t 
never heard of glass melting in wateF 
before· .. 

Chas., A-S' acid's tum the blue pa-
per red, and alkalies green; I have' 
been wondering, what colour both 
mixed together would· produce. 

Father. Let us try. · Fn this glass 
is · some liquor, made- by pouring 
boiliDg water on red cabbage leaves 
sliced; you see it . is purple, I will 
pour a few drops ·of acid~ into it : It 
has tu.med red. I will- now add, 
drop by d,r0p, some water in which a 
little pot-ass isdissolved. 
· Geo. The redness has changed to· 
purple, an<f the· liquid is now restored 
to its origina1 blue· c0l0ur. 

Father. I will continue t:o add 
more alkali . 
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Geo. The liquid has become green. 

E'ather. I will now shew you. an

-0th~r experiment. Into this green 

--liquid, I will drop a small lump ·of 

citric acid, that is, the concrete acid 

(?f lemons,-and allo~ it to remain a 

short time undisturbed . . 

. _- _ Geo. How beautiful ! it is, red at 

the bottom,. , green at t~e top, ~:Qd a 

-~arrow streak of blue passes across 

the centre. 
Father. Acids, you find by this ex

,periment, combine with alkalies. When 

_ united, they are called n~utr_al salts, of 

. w~hich, common ·salt, salt-petre, anq. 

:- sat ammoniac,_ are familiar iqstancts : 

.the first being composed of muriatjc 

iracid and soda ; the, secoµ-d, qf :Qitric 

a~i~ . and potass, * and the las~, of 

muriatic acid and amn1o~ia/ 

:l - ., 
_;~ Po_~as.h is i~pu~e potass, 

u 
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- Geo. Then acids lose all their pro
perties when c0111bined with an al
kali ; for salt-petre does _not . bear 
much resemblance to . aqua-fortis, 
which, I think you said, is nearly 
allied to nitric acid. 

Father. Yes; and alkalies lose 
their peculiar properties when com
bined with acids. Into.the bottom of 
this gla-ss I pour a little hartshorn. 
In this bottle is some muriatic acid., 
commonly called, spirit of salt; . smell 
it, but not too nearly ." 

Chas. It is exceedingly pungent; 
more\ so, I think, than the hartshorµ: 

Ji'q,ther .. -I will gradually add.· a 
su:fficieµt quantity of !he acid-. Sn1ell 
the 'mixture. 

Geo. It is perfectly scentless ! 
Father. If I had a piece of quick

lime, and were to add a bit to this, 
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the acid would leave the ammonia, 

unite with the lime, and the smell of 

the hartshorn be restored. 

Geo. Are not these cxperin1ents 

-ehem-ical ones? 
Father. Yes. 

r Chas. I thoug~t that che1nistry had 

been a trade ? 
Father. Chen1~stry, my dear, is a 

regular science ; one of the bra:nches 

of natural philosophy. Chemistry 

has been defined to be, " a science, 

py which we become acquainted with 

the intimate and reciprocal action of 

al1 the bodies in nature upon · each 

other.'' Thus, · in these experi~ents 

w.e have been .trying the action of 

acids and alkalies upon each other, 

and upon blue vegetable · colours : 

therefore, these experiments are che

mical. 
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T11E ToRTOISE-SI-IELL KITTEN. 

The cat, half-famished, lean, and weak, 
Demands the privilege to speak. 

ONE dark winter's evening,-George 
and Charles, and two of their cousins, 
were seated round a cheerful fire, 
'am~sing themselves by playing at 
forfeits. On ·on-e side of the fire was 
seated their father, in his great arm
chair, and before him were placed 
a table and his desk. He was busy, 
I believe, writing some letters. 

In the midst of their game, the 
boys were suddenly startled by some
thing rattling against the casement; 
~nd, in th-e next instant, they were 
~urprised by the mewing of a cat, 
which was heard faintly above the 
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• howling of the wind, and the beat

ing of the sleet which drove violently 

ligainst the panes. George instantly 

ran, drew back·the ·curtains, and open

ed the win<low, when, driven in by·the 

.tempest, a poor cat, half drowned by 

the rain, and benumbed by the cold, 

fell to the the floor . 

. " It is," exclaimed George, "it is 

,our poor tortoise-shell kitten, that we 

lost three months · since,- and which 

·we thought ·the dogs had worried,. 

My poor, poor kitten, where r have 

you been?'' 
The , gam·e -was no· more thought 

of. The dairy 1naid was put in re

quisition ·f6r some warm ·n1ilk, and 

the· cook for a bit of I meat, and ·puss 

rolling herself on the · warm carpet 

before the-fire, soon made herself dry, 

.comfortable, and happy . . She purred; 

u 3 
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she rnewed, she walked up and down 
before the fire, and rubbed herself 
against the legs of her old masters, 
looking up sometimes in the face of 
on·e, and then of another, as if over
joyed to see them. Puss at length 
stretched herself at ease upon the 
rug, and the boys, though they could 
see no possibility of ascertaining the 
truth, began to wonder where she 
had been, how she had supported 
herself, and had at last found her way 
borne. 

" She has, perhaps," said Charles, 
'' been wandering about the fields, 
and preying upon such small animals 
as she could catch:'' "I think not/' re
plied George, "for you know it is 
winter, ana she could not have sur
vived the cold nights, exposed to the 
inclemency of S1JCh weather as this, 
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do you think she could, father?'' " I 
think she might," answered Mr. H. 
H because many other cats do, sleep
ing _i,n J?~rns, or stables, or where they 
can get shelter; but there is one thing 
that induces me to think that this has 
not been the case with puss.'' " Oh ! 
said George, " I know why, I re
member you once told us, that the 
hair of animals, that are _much expos
ed in winter, becomes close and rough, 
but puss is quite sleek now that she 

is dry, and, I think, if she had had to 
provide for herself she would scarcely 
have ,been so fat~ 0 pussy, I wish 
you could tell 1ne where you have 
been, and all your adventures.'' 
. A few even~_ngs after, when George 

had prepared his paper, pen, and ink, 
with the intention of writing· his ex

, ercise1 he was called out" of the room 
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and did not return for a ~considerable 
ti1ne. -On again seating himself to ' 
proceed with his task, he found his 
paper already filled, and inscribed on 
the first sheet, in large letters, was 
" The Ad v·entures of myself, the Tor
toise-shell Kitten." · "\Vhen he left 
the r.oon1 no one was' in it, and puss 
was; :sat rubbing · her face -with ·· her 
velvet paw ; when h~ returned, the 
room was still vacant, his ·. p·en was 
left in the ink, a thing which Geo·rge 
never did,- and puss was seated in the 
chair that he had vacated. Whether 
any one had been in the room during 
his absence, or whether · puss was 
r~ally the author, are points that 
George could not ascertain by in
quiry, and that we n1ust -leave unde
termined; · but all my readers will 
certainly admit with him, that if puss 
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did write this history, she was much 

cleverer t-han cats in general are sup

posed to be. 
Iµ the evening, when the family 

circle had · re-assembled, George, 

producing the roll of paper from his 

pocket, and relating the manner in 

which he had discovered it, notwith

standing the smiles that were visible 

on every face, declared for the latter 

opinion; "for'', said he, "I inquired of 

every one in the house, and I could 

not find that any person had been in 

h " t e room. 
He then said, that he would, if 

/ 

they pleased, read it aloud. To this 

every one instantly assented, and the 

fire being stirred, the curtains drawn, 

the candles snuffed, and silence es

tablished, . each person listened with 

anxious attention, while George,; 
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-· after having ·hemmed three times to 
clear his throat, proceeded as fol
lows:-

I 

The Adventures of myself, the Tortoise
shell Kitten. 

My dear · young master, 
. With -my parentage and education 
till within the last three months you 
are well ac·quainted; . since I was 
bred in this house, arid was reared 
under your own · inspection : but 
as I heard you the evening I ·return
ed express a wish that yoli. were ac
quainted with the places that I visit
ed, and t~e ad ventures that I ·passed 
through, during my absence, and not 
knowing how to make you any other 
return for all the kindness you have 
ever shown me, than by endeavouring 
to gratify your curiosity, thuugh as a 
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cat albeit unused to employ my . pen, 
I hope to accomplish this (for one of 
my class) unheard~of, arduous under
taking. Here George stopped, and 
looked at puss . . Puss was laid quietly 
before the fire without much appear
ance of attention. · He _ then read 
on. 

One fine · Octob.~r motnlng I- ·wan
dered to some ,distance from home; 
prowling abovut the hedges in search 
of mice and birds, when, beneath a 
stack of corn, where I had -promised 
myself a plentiful share of plund.er, I 
saw the hoop of a barrel laid. It was 
crossed, in various places with strings 
curiously looped and twisted. These 
I did not .then observe, ~y attention 
being arrested. by s~yeral birds which 
I thought were busy pecking the corn 
that_ lay scattered around. - Inst.antly 
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determining to 1nake one of then1 my 
prey, I crept behind a little bush, 
made a spring upon a luckless spar
row, and, in the same instant, found my
self entangled in the strings, which I 
now discovered to be snares for birds. 
In the same predicament with myself 
were two tom-tits, and three sparrows_; 
but I was much too frightened to 
molest them, and afte11 struggling, in 
vain, to escape, I was compelled to 
resign myself to my fate·. 

After a few hours had elapsed a 
troop -of school-boys came running 
up. The moment that they saw me 
they set up a shout of laughter and 
exultation. · The biggest of them in
stantly seized me, and claimed me as 
his share of the spoil: the others sub
mitting with much murn1uriJJ.g and 
many discontented looks, divided the 
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birds among the1nselves, though my 

new master would have a share of these 

also, and when one of the boys at

tempted to dispute the fairness of this 

proceeding, he silenced him with a 

blow, yet I afterwards found that his 

cowardice was equal to his cruelty 

and oppression, that overbearing :as 

l;ie was where he was master, he was 

meanly submissive to those whq 

were stronger than himself, and that 

he sought to over-reach by cunning 

where he could not succeed by force. 

He now prop_osed, as he tern1ed it, tq 

make some sport. This was to con

sist in fastening one of the poor 

birds to a stick, and then in letting 

me fly at it, but I was too intent on 

making my escape . to attend to any 

thing besides ; -therefore, the moment 

he let me go, J ran away as fast as I 
X 
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could, pursued by all these cruel boys 
who pelted n1e with stones till an un
lucky hit upon the side stunned me 
so much that I could run no longer, 
and I was· once more seized and con
veyed away in triumph. 

As I was recovered by anotber boy 
who claimed me as his property, a 
quarrel ensued, ,which tenninated in 
blows, and I -was relinquished into 
the~hands of 1ny for.mer-possessor who., 
considering me as the cause of th~ 
dispute, declared that as soon as he 
should get me home he _ would have 
his revenge. - : - · 

Afte1: a 'short walk, ·we an·ive·d at a 
large h0use .into .which my master en~ 
tered, bu·t the others dispersed in dif
ferent , directions. On., enter~ng the 
yard, Master Dick, _for this I now 
found was _his . name, , inquired_ foj· 
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:Bob-the stable ,boy, and walked along 

with _ him to the ·stable, where they 

_held a long consultation to ~etennine 

;how they could make the most sport 

-0f me. To recount the various wicked 

schemes that were proposed of getting 

-fun, as Bob · called it; ·out of me 

would only serve to disgust -you, who 

-have been brought up in a just abhor

.rence of all cruelty; su~ce it to say, 

.that m·any of them were-such as must 

l1ave proved fatal · to me, and the 

thoughts of which made every hair 

.upon-me bristle with terror. At length 

,it was determined to set the great 

yard dog,. u;pon me, that they might 

_see us fight. The dog was loosed ; 

_it was an· immense m·asti-ff that was 

,chained· in the court. It was led into _ 

_ the yard by master i Dick, who held 

it by the collar. On ~~e1ng me, it 

/ 
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snarled, it growled, and shewed its 
immense teeth, which in imagination 
I already felt mangling me, and 
crushing my bones. I then thought 
how often I had seized a poor unfor
tunate mouse, and, in mere wantoness, 
played with my captive for an hour 
together; and I inwardly resolved, 
that in future, should it be my for-

,, tune to escape, I would never keep 
any animal a single instant in sus
pense; and, as it is my duty to de
stroy vermin, -that I would put them 
out of pain as quickly as possible. 

· Master Dick now set the horrible 
animal upon me, whilst Bob held 
me in his hands. I instantly turned 
and bit him with all my strength in 
the finger, on which he let me go 
with a dreadful oath. I sprung upon 
the manger, and fro1n thence into· 
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.the rack, where I set both dog and 

Bob at defiance, by striking with my 

claws between the bars. These two 

abandoned boys swore at me in the 

.most horrible manner, and Bob went 

for a fork to 9-isplace 1ne with. Dur

ing this interval of dreadful sus•· 

pense as to_ the fate • which awqited 

.-me, . master Dick'.s sister passed, and 

by her tears · and entreaties endea

voured to persuade hiJJ1 to. liberate 

1ne, but. in vain. 
Wicked people, however clever 

_they think themselves, often meet 

with those who are a n1atch for the1n 

in-cunning. Th_us, what Dick's sister 

,could not obtain by persuasion, she 

_at length effected by the threat of 

t.elling his father of his cruelty. 

This was an argument which there 

was no resisting, so he held the dog 
~<3 
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while Bob, who had now returned, 
pulled me down, and I scampered 
across the yard as fast as possible. 
Master Dick, as I passed him, let go 
his hold of the dog, pretending that 
he could not restrain 1t. It instantly 
sprang upon me with a tremendous 
growl, seized me by the back, and 
shook me violently ; but I know not 
how, it let me turn myself in its 
mouth sufficiently, to allow me to 
reach its eyes with my claws. It in
stantly set up a most dreadful howl, 
arid I took the opportunity of escap
ing· to the roof of the barn. 

At this 1noment, Master Dick's 
father entered the yard, and, with the 
most impudent effrontery his son ad
vanced to meet him, and told hi1n a 
story, every word of which was false, 
to accourft for the dog's being loose, 
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and for the battle between the dog 
and n1e; the conclusion of which, it 
was evident that his father must 
have seen. 

C -. Wickedness may go unpunished
for some time, and a person may flat
ter himself that he contrives ipatters 
~oo cunningly ever to be detected. 
A har may devise his falsehoods so 
artfully, that he may feel certain 
th~t they cannot be discovered : but 
such practices will not always escape, 
.al)d he, who has been successful for 
:many times, will at. length meet with 
tlie reward he merits. Thus it now 
.proved, Bob confirmed w.hat Master 
Dick had said, ~nd his sister would 
.n.ot betray her brother. Little did 
they imagine, that their father had' 
been a silent auditor of all that had 
pas~ed, and ,that, upse~n_ hiin~elf, h~ 
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had ebdn a spectator of the 'whole 
affair. 

I shall never fo.i·get the stern 1-ook 
of anger with which he regar-ded the 
cu1prits. _ Dick~ conscience~struck, 
with a look of terror, 'felt upon his 
knees ; his sister, . pale, . and trem
bling, stood beside him : while Bob, 
who read in his master's countenance 
that he had nothing to expect, with 
matchless impudence wished him 
good morning, and walked ·out of 
the yard. " Let him go,'' said his mas-
ter, as he cast a look' of contempt 
after l1im, " but for you, sir, I have 
long had suspicions of your conduct; 
kneel not to me, it is -too late to kneel. 
Did I not blame myself for allow
ing you to go with such · associates, 
your puni hment would be severer ; 
but, in future, I will endea~our to 
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rectify my error. As I can place no 
dependence in you _after the false
hoods you have just uttered, I will 
send rou where you shall have no 
opportunity of doing il], and no 
wicked ~associates. To-morrow you 
leave home for ,school, as a boarder, 
and I will take care to give such di
rections as will prevent your having 
the power to run -into error. Rise, 
sir, arid follow me." 

''I wonder," said G-eorge, "whether 
puss has the marks of the dog's teeth 
remaining in her back. Puss was in .. 

stantly searched; and the incredulity 
of the party, as to t!?.e authenticity of 
the-history, was almost shaken, when, 
on turning back her hair, the marks 
of teeth w_ere plainly visible. 

The injuries that I had received 
prevented me from travelling far, and 
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with difficulty I crawled to~ a neigh
bouring rick, where ' I resigned my
self to that fate which seemed _in
evitably approaching. Here; worn 
out with the fatigues of that terrible 
day, notwithstandi:rrg the pain I suf
fered from my bruises, -I fell asleep. 
How long I laid in this -state I do not 
know : when I awoke, . the sun was 
shining . bright and warm; and the 
birds were singing sweetly _ in · the 
hedge-rows. I tried to rise, but 
found myself unable, and I had no 
prospect but that of being starved to 
death. In the evening, however, the 
sort of a neighbouring farmer found 
1ne. 1 had now, to my inexpressible 
joy, fallen into the hands of a very 
different person to my- late possessor. 
Be took me very gently up, and, 
vhen the agony I , ·uffered on being 
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moved made me cry out, he put son1e 
soft hay in· h1s hat, and· laid rne in it. 
He then placed me at the foot of the 
stack. till he had milked the cows
fWheU-he .poured a little milk into hi. 
hand,. and gave it me to drink. Thirsty 
and..famished a.s I was, I thought it 
the most delightful that I had ever 
tasted. . I thanked him as well as I 
·was· able, and I think he understood 
me, for he stroked my head, and said, - , 

poor puss ! '' "As he carried me home, 
to my 'ho,rror, and surprise, I heard 

the -wel!-r·ememhered voice of. my late 

per.secutor. " I-Ie.y Jren1 ! ,what have 
you got ·there, man, so carefully in 
your hat ?-a nest of young birds, I · 
suppose."-" No, Master Dick," re
plied J em, "I be not such a ·natural 

as to look for _nests in Autumn, _or so 
wicked a$ to rob_ ·the poor, birds of 
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their nests at any time. ; so let me 
pass on, Master Dick, and dont hold 
me all day by the ·shoulder." "VVhat,'' 
answered Dick, "you can never stop 
a moment to talk with one. I dare 
say, now, you have got some apples 
and pears, or something good in your 
hat ?" " Not I," replied J em, " and 
if I had, there would be none .of 'eIU 
for you.'' " I want none of your 
apples, but I want to know why you 
keep your hat so closely c·overed up?" 
." Why,'' said honest Jem, "do you 
go so round about? could you not 
.ask" one plump at once ? Its that 
poor cat, that I saw you and your 

, .comrades chasing the other n1orning, 
and pelting with stones, and shamed 
you might be, if any shame you have. 
Look here at the poor beast-here 

- she lies, . unable to stir a limb.',.-" I 
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thought as much," answered Dick, 
"and I tell you, that cat is mine, and 
1 desire you to give her to me; she 

cost me a flogging, and almost got 
·me sent to school, and I'll be revenged ~ 

-on her."-'~ Your own ill ways got 

you a flogging," replied J em, " and 
I think it would not much mend them 
to hurt the poor beast.,, "It does 

not signify -preaching," answered this 

wicked boy, '' the cat is ;tnine, and 
the cat I'll have." "Say you so' ' 

said J em, " then I say, the cat never 
was yours, and I'H see -no animal 

abused." " Is that the way you talk 
to a gentleman,'' said Dick, and re
lying on his superior size ~nd strength, · 
seized the hat with one hand, and 
struck my protector with ·the other 

so furious a blow upon the face, as 

. to make him reel from its violence. 
y 
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Jem instantly set , the hat . carefully 
down, and returned the blow . . What 
follo_wed I do .not know, for I was so 
terrified by the ·apprehension of fall
ing into .the hands of n1y' old foe, that 
I did not dare to -lo.ok up. The mat
ter was at length decided, and to rny 
great relief, I found myself carried off 
by Jem, who had received some very 
severe blows in my defence. " vVhat ! " 
said ,his father, when he entered the 
door. of his cottage, '~ what; J em ! 
thou surely l1ast not been fighting. 
I-low canTe you by that black ey:e ?'' 
"Oh," said Jem, "but I have! and 

. with th{; squire's son,, Master Dick,'' 
and related the occasion of the bat
tle. . " Thou art a brave little fel- · 
low," · said his-father, "and. next Fair ... 
day thou shalt have a sixpence to 
spend.": J em proceeded to make a 
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wa1~n1,-bed of hay by the fire-side . fur 
me, and deli ver_ed me to the care of 
his sister, who, by gpod 11ursirig, re
tored me to health. I cbuld not help 
remarking the difference between n1y 
late:, tyrant, and the kind person to 
_whom I O'Ye my life. One lived in 
a fine h0use, wore fine clothes, had 
serV;ants to wait oh him, and play
fellows_ to quarrel with, at command_. 
He spent his days in idleness, and 
feasting, in playing and rioting
But, with all this, he was not ha.ppy; 
He cWaS , of a weak constitution, from 
the m·anner in .whi-ch .he had been 
brought up; tyranical and impatient, 
fron1 . never having been contradicted ; 
prond ·and overbearing, fr~m having 
no one to play with that had so n1uch 
money, ai1d wore clothes _ so fine .as 
himself; he ~was..indolent) because he-
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had nothing to do but to play, and 
was continually sick with stuffing. 
J em lived in a cottage ; but he was 
active and industrious, because his 
father could not afford to bring his 
children up in idleness ; his clothes 
were coarse, but they were warm and 
clean, which was all Jem wanted; 
his food was plain, but J em eat his 

- brown bread and milk with more 
pleasure than Dick feasted on his 
dainties; because he had got a good 
appetite, with rising early and work
ing hard. He had no servants to 
attend upon him, but J em did not 
want them, for he could do everything 
for himself, and just as he liked. In 
play, he was active and merry, because 
he had so little of it that he enjoyed 
it. Master Dick was disliked, and 
Jem loved, by all in the parish-but 
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to proceed : the day I returned home 

to y'ou, I had resumed my old habits, 

.and had prowled along the hedges 

·in pursuit of birds, till I had-wandered 

out -of my knowledge. - After several 

.hours spent in -fruitless efforts to re

gain home,_: on turnihg the corner of 

·a wood, I unexpectedly found myself 

in sight of my old habitation, to which 

I instantly proceeded, and arrived, as 

you know, at night-fall. Poor J em~ 

·-1 am afraid, will weep for the loss of 

'me.-He · kp.ows not vyhat good for

·tun-e has befallen me;and will suppose 

·that I have faJlen a prey to the dogs, 

: -or that I have perished by the hands 
. . 

·qf cruel boys.- This refle'ction is the 

only one that embitters my- present, 

felicity, and could I giv~ him an oc

casional v1s1t, nothing would be 

wanting to co1nplete my happiness. 
z 
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Thus ends "The Three Months' Ad-
ventures of the Tortoise-shell Kitten." 

I shall only add to the above, that 
puss lived to a great age in the family 
.of Mr. Hervey, that Master Dick, in 
hunting after birds' nests, fell from a 
stack of hay, and was severely in
jured, that as soon as he had recover
ed; he was sent to school, and that, 
during~ his holidays, having ridden 
a horse till it . would ru_n n~ further, 
he alighted and flogged the poor 
.animal, ti11 an unlucky kick cut short 
his career of cruelty. Honest J em 
still lives, happy and respected, and 
had the pleasure of discovering that 
puss was not worried, but had found 
a happy home. 

-- ---- - - --T H il iunrd, P11if' rHM1er-1o·w Presi,. 







V 

.. 






