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VERE FOSTER’S COPY-BOOKS

VERE FOSTER'S Copy-books are issued in three styles | and the junctions effected so as to render such a method
of writing. (1) BOLD WRITING, a legible, cursive busi- | of writing natural and easy. The most important points
ness hand, embodying the principles essential to fluent | to be observed by the teacher are:—

writing; (2) MEDIUM WHRITING, in which the body 1. Formation of the letter a.—Commencing on the

e Aetler parl of valour is disetelion

Line from Bold Writing Copy-Book, No. 17,

Medium Series.

e fetter fart of vrilowr o diseretion

Same line as above, written in Style of U pright Series,

strokes are lighter and the slope rather less than in the 8oLo base-line with the Zair-stroke! the hand is

BoLD SERIES; (3) UPRIGHT WRITING, in which the /a/ carried up, then well to the right to form the
slope is less than in either of the other series, while still top of the oval, then dack a certain distance
sufficient to keep the writing from settling into backhand. weowwm | over the hair-stroke, round to complete the
; S : /a/ oval, and down for the down-stroke, and finish-

The essential principles of Vere Foster’s system may ing the final hair-stroke at the upper line, as
be briefly stated as follows:— YPRIGHT | here shown in BOLD, MEDIUM, and UPRIGHT
styles. All this is done 7% one operation with-

From the beginning of their training pupils are taught /a/
tO. write \fVO}‘dS contmuously , that & from end to end 1 The term kair-stroke is used for the sake of convenience, though Mr. Foster
without llftmg the pen, and the characters are formed | did not approve of very fine up-strokes, or 4air-strokes as usually understood.
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out taking the pen from the paper. The principle
involved in forming the @ applies to all the letters of
which o forms an element, thus:—

/a//d//a'/g/q
/cu/a’//owg/,q/

BOLD

MEDIUM

UPRIGHT

a A o 4 A

2. Every letter begins on the base-line with a
hair-stroke. The purpose of the initial hair-stroke is
threefold. (1) As most junctions require such a hair-
stroke, it is best to accustom the pupil to write the
letter always as it is written in combinations; (2) in
forming the oval letters (o, @, @, &c.) it is necessary to
begin with a hair-stroke in order to form the oval
properly; (3) the frequent carrying of the hand in a
sloping direction from base-line to top-line is practice
necessary for giving it ease, grace, precision, and rapidity
of movement. The base-line is chosen as the starting-
point of the hair-stroke, otherwise there would be no
definite place of begmnmg, and want of uniformity
would result.

3. Final hair-strokes are always carried up to the
top line, because in joiming letters, the strokes must be
invariably so carried up, and according to the principle
of the system a letter is vegarded as part of a word, not
as an individual object.

4. The up-strokes slope more than the down-
strokes. This, again, is to promote speed and ensure

legibility. In carrying the hand from below, the stroke
is more rapidly and easily performed with a forward
slope than with one more vertical.

5. Greater distance is preserved between letters
than between the parts of a letter. This ensures
legibility, by preventing the confusion of one letter
with another,

6. Loops and tails above and below the line are
short, and all fourisi is avoided as being opposed to
simplicity, and therefore to speed and legibility of
writing.

7. Loops and tails of long letters are crossed as
nearly on the line as possible,

As regards the question of slpe, Mr. Vere Foster
held that the amount of slope was of very little con-
sequence so long as pupils were taught to write words
continuously from end to end without lifting the pen.
Discussing this subject, he says:—“ While the degree of
slope within modervate limits ts but of little itmportance,
I have a prefervence for a little slope vather than none at
all, partly because vertical writing is apt to degenerate
into a back-handed style, but chiefly because a litile slope
s move customary than none”.

It may be of interest to mention that the Vere Foster
system of handwriting was developed, not on a prior:
principles, but from a careful study of examples of the
best penmanship which the Civil Service could produce.

The object of all instruction in writing should be to
produce legible, fluent, and graceful penmanship. Mr.
Vere Foster's system was devised wholly to secure
that end in the briefest possible space of time, and the
results of its adoption in all English-speaking countries
have abundantly proved its sufficiency.




VERE FOSTER’S WRITING COPY-BOOKS

VERE FOSTER’S MEDIUM WRITING SERIES

Nos. 1, 2, 3—Large Hand and Half-Text.
Nos. 4-9—Half-Text to Small Hand, in decreasing sizes.

No. 10—Models for Children’s Letters.

No. 11—Finished Hand. No. 12—Commercial Forms.

No. A—Text and Half-Text. Zuspection, Standards I and 11.
No. B—Large and Small Hand. JZuspection, Standard 111.
Nos. 634, 7%, 8% —Alternative to 6, 7, and 8.

No. 12%—Models for Book-keeping.

No. N!—Plain Lettering for Maps and Plans, coloured ruling.
No. N2—

Initiatory Books

Plain and Ornamental Lettering, 33 different Aiphabets.

MEDIUM WRITING PRIMERS. With headlines and traced aids, in-

troductory to the Numbers of the MEDIUM SERIES. In Four Numbers.

Five Sheets
Mounted on roller,

MEDIUM WRITING CHARTS for Class-Teaching.
boldly printed on strong Manila paper.

VERE FOSTER’S BOLD WRITING SERIES.

Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 3*—Initiatory Books.

Nos. 4 and 11—Examination Books (Standards I, I1, I1I).

Nos. 5-10 and 12-17, and 21—Proverbs, Quotations, History,
Geography, &c., in decreasing sizes.

No. 19—Commercial Book; No. 18®—Figuring.

VERE FOSTER’S UPRIGHT WRITING SERIES.

Nos. 1, 2 .,,‘ 3;Initiatory Books.
Nos. 4 and 8—Examination Books.
Nos. 6 and 7-—-In -decreasing sizes.

BLACKIE'S MANUSCRIPT WRITING COPY-
BOOKS In Sezen Books.

No. 5——Cap1tals, Flgures.

Book l——Snmple Exenuses graduated according to method of
formation. . = : 3 [Figures.

Book 2—-bhort W ords Exencnbes in Capltals and Small Letters.

Book 3—Easy Sentences. Proverbs and Maxims.

Book 4—Proverbs and Maxims alphabetically ‘arranged.

Book 5—Topographical. Important Towns and their Industries.

Book 6-—Historical.  Prominent Events in the Hlstory of the
British: Empire.

Book 7—Quotations in Prose and Verse.

PLAIN AND ORNAMENTAL LETTERING.

Alphabets® in Thirty -three different styles. (Original
Copy-book No. 10.) :
BLACKIE'S COMMERCIAL COURSE OF

WRITING AND BOOK-KEEPING.

BLACKIE’'S COMPLETE COURSE OF MANU-
SCRIPT WRITING.

A GUIDE TO THE TEACHING OF MANU-
SCRIPT WRITING. By S. A. GoLbs.

BLACKIE AND SON, LiMIitep, 50 OLD BAILEY, LONDON, E.C. 4, AND AT GLASGOW aAnD BOMBAY
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