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The public frowns, and ccnfures foud 

My puerile employ: 

Yet, if it prove of ufe to thee, 

The fcandal I enjoy,-

" But fing no mare" .~No more I fine, 
Or reaffume the lyre; 

Vnlefs vouchfafed an humble part, 

Where Raphael leads the choir. 

DR. YouNG's RESIGNAT I ON, 
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INTRODUCTIO • 

T HE following hints, intended to be 
Apology f w 

privately applied, among many other rhe E11glijh 

familiar modes of moral infiruction, to the Paraphrafi. 

fole ufe of a fon, at a public fchool, require ao Apology 

for their being thus permitted to appear in print. The 

Writer was not fo ignorant of what is requifire to gra­

tify the tafie of the town, as to fancy a feeble effi rt 

to excite the induftry, and regulate the fen ti men ts of a 

fchool-boy, had any chance of engaging it's favourable 

attention. With refpecl: to the great patrons efpecially 

of the poetry, now in chief requeft, the falhionable deal­

ers in loofe and fcandalous, factious and libertine pro­

ductions, he had nothing better to hope than to efcape 

the honour of their flightefi notice. Since, however, 

an untoward circumfiance has compelled him to throw 

this trifle in their way, he begs leave to anticipate a 

flender compliment or two, which the tribe of critics 

now in vogue may poffibly condefcend to pafs upon 

the work. 

Should 
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Should they, by chance, or whim, be n1oved to caft a 

tranfient glance upon what \!Vas never meant for them, 

they n1ufl: be indulged in a .ready fneer at the abf urd 
rnetamorphofis· of the polite courtier of Augufi:us into a 
humdrum preacher, drawling out his dull comment 
upon a fpirited text, to fo wearifome a length, as to 
make his hearers and himfelf lofe all fight of it. There 
will be no baulking their momentary laugh at the f up­

pofed pretence of paffing current a motley compofition 

of old fiandard gold, with more than treble the weight 

of new baf e metal ; and for want of fire, thong enough 
to blend them properly, the recourf e to a pitiful lhift 

of foldering both together, fo clumfily performed, that 
the vile folder fl:rikes the eye in every part of it. 

To ridicule, a fierner cenfure will probably fucceed, 
pronouncing the tranilator utterly unable to reach a 

fingle grace of the original, or of thofe literal tranfla­

tors, or clofer imitators of Horace, whom they per­

chance may be able to name ; though, in fact, equally 
unnoticed by them. But, as the nature of the piece, 

thus acutely criticized, will not have been rightly at­
tended to, it may not be amifs to obviate the fmall 

miilake, by a direct avowal that this thing makes 

no pretence to bear any refemblance to thofe Engliih 
verfions, which they are pleafed to favour with their 
preference. Let it then be regarded as a rambling 
paraphrafe. It evidently affumes an unbounded lati­

tude, in varying and extending, for a particular ob-

ject 
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ject of a private concern, the concife and general 
maxims, which the moft delicately keen of all pm.:tical 
moralifis drily intimates to a perfon, then exai 1 en to 
great dignity, in public life; and upon that accL,unt 
{bled maximus, the favourite of the En1peror, ·. ~.'J 

made him chief · commander of his arrnies in G er­
many, Thrace, and Afia, governor of his gr2ndfon 
Caius Cc:Efar, and conful. To fuch a man the fl igh (1 
hints were exactly proper, as the ideas they conveyed 
to him were con1pleat and full. But to the mind, as 
yet not half informed, of a lad at thirteen, it was 
thought requifite to develop, and difplay them in a 
variety of obvious lights. 

The effufions ·of a fond Father, thus piteoufly rhym­
ing at threefcore, in compliance wit,h an apparent bent 
of genius, in fuch a lad, whofe improvement alone they 
regarded, and to whofe peculiar fituation ., and turn of 
-thought and temper, they were therefore fl:udioufly 

I 

conformed, mofi undoubtedly difclaim all title to the 
indulgent receptio~ of the faf1:idious critics above­
mentioned. The writer may, however, not regret his 
expofing to their contempt a leffon to his fon at fchool : 
if in a fingle infiance, a parent, equally anxious to 
quicken the diligence, and give a. right direction to ·the 
moral character of a young fiudent, in like circun1-
fiances, !hall find it, in any meaf ure, f ubfervient to 
this purpofe. By the indifcretion of fame perfon, to 
whon1 a fight of the firft r?ugh draught was intrufied, 

feveral 
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feveral fcraps of it have been inferted in the public 
papers, from a copy fo incorrect, as to induce the 
Author to fubmit to the publication of one, fomewhat 
]efs imperfetl:, which _ at leafi: has undergone his laft 
revifaL .. 

For the ad- In modernizing the paffage,s, at the begin-
• mij)ion of nin·g of this Epi{He, alluding to the caufes and 

Politics. 
effects of war, the politics of the day natural-

ly call: that part of the Paraphrafe into it's prefent form, 
which is not exactly relative to the purport of the poem. 
The lines, addreffed to the Marquis of Rockingham, 
though now out of date, were f uffered to remain, from 
a fuppofition that the time may come, when the youth, 
for whom the whole was written, may not be difplea­
fod to be reminded what were his father's thoughts of 
the ftate of the nation at that critical juncture. Thefe 
are plainly fignified by the wilh, implied in thofe lines, 
for the f uccefs of the Marquis, then at the head of an 
oppofition to meafures, which the writer had long 
deplored in filence, without the flighteft perfonal ill­
will to thof~, whom a different judgment, or other 
views of their imagined confequences, had led to con­
tend for their expediency. Heaven has been pleafed 
to protract the determination of the defired event, and 
to affign the accon1plilhment of it to a Nobleman, 
whofe principles, alike pacific, and allow'd, by envy 
itfelf, to be fo far auf picious to the general interefis of 
humanity, have been exerted with greater effect. 

Though 
., 
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Though driven, by the rage of party, from the helm, 
may Lord Shelburne generoufly fupport, with his fu­
perior abilities, whoever !hall at length be permitted to 
conduct it, in the efiabHlhn1ent of wife regulations for 
the improvement of the b]effing of peace. 

· Whilfi the lhamelefs intrigues of faB:ions in parlia­
ment, contending for power and places, with every in­
fidious art of addrefs to royal favour, or popular pre­
judice, continue to drown the voice of reafon, and dif­
credit the refpecl:able narnes of loyalty and patriotifm, 
this great work mu.ft remain at a fiand. -But let not 
the more difinterefied, the only true friends of this 
country, defpair too foon. Before her doom to anarchy 
and confufion ·fha1l be fina1Iy fea]ed, an adminifiration, 
generally approved, as fajthful1y devoted to her fervice, 
may yet interpofe in time to fave her. Their unan1-
m1ty, and well-directed fieadinefs will alone be want­
ing to enforce thofe falutary xneafures. Britain wiU 
then foon forget lo grieve for tµe emancipation of her 
wefiern colonies. Many latent fources of public feli­
city, arifing frorn her excellent form of government, 
and her national character, will be continually opening 
to her view on every fide. She may then be taught 
to efiablilh her wealth and grandeur on _the folid bafis 
_of do1nefiic indufiry, not on the precarious tenure of a 
remote extent of territory, and her future fecurity on 
her reputation, throughout the world, for a flriB: re­
gard to univeral jufiice, and the uncorrupt integrity of 
counfellers duly elected to the guardianlhip of her ho-

b ,nour 
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nour and. welfare. She will then, with a fuller con"" 
viction of her paft folly, return .thanks to Providence, 
for having defeated her i11-conceived, and woife-con­
ducl:ed purpofe of fubjugating, and maintaining domini­
on, by force of arms, over reluB:ant millions of her free­
born fons, at the difiance of three thoufand miles. 
The retrof pect at prefent is, in truth, not a little difpi. 
riting. But let her, at la!l, with recovered fight, look 
forward. Let her, with all the moft unbiaffed affertors 
of her deare!l: rights, rejoice at her prefervation from a 

triumph, the effects of which would have proved fatal 
to her own liberties, driven her to utter difiracl:ion, and 
precipitated her impending ruin. 

F or the rife of May it be permitted to add one paragraph 
a Scr ipture more to an apology_ already exceeding all due 
Phrafe. 

proportion to fo flender a fubjecl ? It is in 
vindication of a phrafe, at verfe 18 1, which has been 
condemned- as a verbum ardens, or too emphatica], 

\vithout reco1lecl:ing that it has the fanction of Scrip­

ture. T he praife ef God, is the forcible expreffion 

of St. John for the app1aufe of a good confcience. 

The character he gives of the chief rulers of the Jews, 
who had underfianding to difcern the truth, but not 

the heart to own it, is f um med up thus: " For they 

loved the praife of men 1nore than the praffe of God.'' 
Cr. xii. ver. 4 3. This is a very natural explication of 

the too general conduct of fiatefmen, in republics, as 

well as in monarchies, and in an ·other countries as well 
ai 
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as in Judea. For the lhameful purchafe of unmerited 

honours, or retention of 111-gotten power, they arc 

tempted to flight the approbation of confcience, the 

voice of God, in the mind of man. But the extreme 

vilenefs of the men of eminent rank., whom the Apofile 

had in his eye, may well appear afioni{hing, even to 

thofe who have been much converfant in that line of 

life, where the brighteft ornaments to human nature 

have been ever contrafied by numerous characters, 

equally difgraceful to it. '' They believed,'' it feems, in 

Chrifi: They reverenced the purity of his life and doc­

trine: They felt the importance of his awful com .. 

miffion : They acknowledged, in their hearts, his 

divine authority. Yet could thefe very men flatter the 

prejudices of the multitude, and join the cry of the 

prevailing party in reviling the only perfect pattern of 

moral ~xce1lence this world has ever feen, as an un­

principled impo11:or, a traitor to Cefar1 and blafphemer 

of God. 

lf the Reader's patience is not quite For the Cha­

exhaufied, by this apology for the Engli{h ralhr of liq .. 
, raa. 

paraphrafe, his indulgence will not be deni-
ed to a concluding remark, upon a more welcome 

fubject, in favour of the Latin text. Notwithflaod­

ing the habit of grofs flattery, juflly imputed to court­

writers in genera], and the Roman Poets in parti.~ 

cular, there n1ay be difcovered fome unquetlionable ' 

marks of a fingular ~enerofity, and fincerity of friend-

b 2 iliip, 
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lhip, in the feveral addreifes of Horace to this Lollius, 
for which his · commentators have not thought fit to 
give him credit. They have, on the contrary, and 
with fome colour of reafon, taken occafion from thence 
to charge him heavily with the oppofite vices. Yet, 
furely, the two Epifi:les, and the Ode, infcribed to 
the fame perfon, are quite out of the ordinary mode 
of add refs, ufed by flatterers, feeding the vanity, 
and varniiliing the guilt of an eminently worthlefs 
great man. The repeated diffuafives againfi avarice 
and rapacity, in this Epifi:le, and at verfe 98, and 
I 02 of the XVIII th Ep. of the fame book, are infi­
nuated with a carelefs air, and feen1ingly without 
any direct application. But if we attend a little to 
the hifl:ory of the man, to whom they are infcribed, 
we can hardly help thinking they were levelled, with 
difcernment, and a certain aim, at the vicious tenden­
cies in a very f plendid, but mofl: atrocious character, 
which this confummate fia-tefman long concealed 
from the eye of the public. The immenfe wealth, he 
accumulated by his pecn1ations and extortions, during 
his government of the Afiatic provinces, his du pli­
city and treachery, the difgrace, and tragical end he 
brought upon himfelf, are noted by Suetonius, Pater­
culus, and Pliny. His pernicious projects of ambition 
.were, for a long tin1e, conducted with great cunning, 
under a mafk of rigid virtue. His perfidy in foment­
ing di!fentions between Tiberius and Caius Ccefar, to 
effeet the ruin of each fucceffively, whilft he feve-

ralJy 
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. rally put on the appearance of the mofi abfolute de­

votion to the interefl:s of both, began at length to 

render him fufpecl:ed ; when the fecret correfpon­

dence he carried on with the Parthian King, to re­

tard the condufion of the peace, \Vas compleatly 

brought to light, at the conference, held by C. C~far 

with that king, in an ifiand of the Euphrates. U niver­

fally detefted, and dreading the puni(hment due to 

his crimes from the awakened refentment of Auguf­

tus, he clif patched himfelf by poifon. 

But what are we to think of the firange spplaufe 

beftowed upon . this def picable wretch, in the IX th 

Ode of the IVth Book, for a liberal and difinterefied 

fpirit, for inflexible ju!lice and integrity ? Is it pof­

fible to regard, without indignation and regret; f uch 

an apparent profl:itution of the fine{l: talents ? No, 

certainly; · if we mufi: needs fuppofe Horace to have 

been acl:ually apprifed nf thefe enorrnities in the cha­

racter of the man. But why mufi we imagine that 

he knew more of the infamous tranfat1ions of Lollim:, 

than his Imperial Mafter, whofe confidence, · at that 

time, he does not appear to have forfeited, nor the ge­

neral efteem of the public ? It has indeed been col ... 

lect:ed from a fingle epithet, (lividas, at v. 3 3, of this 

. Ode, though tacked to the fubfi:antive, obliv£ones, which 

feems to invalidate the conclufion ,) that fon1e fmart 

attacks had already been made upon the rept1tation of 

this hateful favourite. That his friend_ might be1ieve 
them 
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them unwarranted, or overcharged, is more than 
probable. 

Our good,humou~'d Poet was, in thofe days, nt:, 
meddler in ftate tffairs. Engaged, in early youth, 
in the party of the unfuccefsful champions for the 
freedom of his country, he had lived to fee it funk, 
never to rife more, under the moft abfolute def potifm, 
then mild indeed, and foothing to the prevailing tem­
per of the degenerate Romans, and by that means too 
fuccefsfully eftablilhed. It was not the defeat of Bru­
tus and Caffius at Philippi that confirmed it, but the 
extreme corruption which pervaded all ranks of men, 
from the higheft to the Ioweil:, that rendered them as 
utterly incapable, as unworthy of the enjoyment of 
liberty. Thefe he forefaw, nequiores parentibus, mo1' 
daturos progeniem rvitiojiorem. What hope, alas l 
that the fpawn of fuch a, thefe lhould ever entertain 
a wi!h for the recovery of it? He mufi henceforth 
have regarded the lofs as irretrievable. Refolved, for 
the refi: of his days, (however he might fooliilily grieve 
in fecret,) to· wear the appearance at lea!l: of being 
merry and wifc-, all unavailing debate about matters 
of government he configned to the winds, to waft in 
mare Cret£cum, or left to dunces, who had nothing 
pleafanter to think or talk upon. 

To return to the exceptionable compliments, he 
paid to one, of whofe unworthinefs, he certainly had 
not the evid~nce, which we are now poife!fed of: It 

mufi 
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muft, after all, be confeffed, that his harping fo re­

peatedly upon the fame jarring firings, in all he writes 

to Lollius, feems to indicate a certain infight into the 

conflitutional frailties of the man he loved. The 

glaring panegyric he befiowed on the excellencies 

directly oppofite to thefe, compelled the perfon, upon 

whom it was thus lhrewdly mifapplied, to a filent 

fcrutiny of his own confcience. Could a more dex­

trous method have been ufed of probing him to the 

quick•f 

G-th W-rmb-r-b, 
Mar,b 7, 17SJ,, 
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Page 10. line 6th from the bottom, for: melus, read 
melius~ 

Page 12. Note at the bottom, for two la.ft paragraphs, 
read paragraphs mark' d, for the admijjion of 
politics. . , . 

MORAL 



****************~********• ~ 
* F~~ ~~~ ~~~ ~~~ i~~ F~~ ~ 
: ➔ ),( \$]) ~ (*) * (*) ~ (*)> ~ (*) * ( : 
*~A~~~~~~~~~ ~A~~~~ ~ 

**************************• 

MORAL H INT S 

FOR THE 

R I S I N G G E N E RA T I O N. 

JI E tnatchlefs Bard, who fings the war of Troy, 

Con thou at Winton, we11, fagacious boy, 

At W-rmb'r-gh J, with frefh delight, perufe 

The heart-felt leffons of his moral mufe. 

Preach, 

Q. H O R A T I I F L A C C I, 

L I B. I. E P I S T O L A IL 

. A D L O L L I U M. 

Trojani belli fcriptorem, maxime Lolli, 

Dum tu declamas Romre, Prrenefie relegi; 

B 
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Preach, with more grace, thy Prebends, Doctors, Dean, 5 
The right, the decent, brand the wrong, the mean ? 
Do theirs his rhapfodies in firengt_h excel ? . 
Let thy lov'd Mafier's tafie unerring tell. 

Infirucl:ion, beaming from the Grecian lay, 

Lightens the gloom of Britain's evil day; Io 

Difclofes the dark fount of human woes, 

Whence o'er devoted realms perdition flows; • 

What havoc :war, the luft, the rage of Kings, 
Or caught from theirs, a nation's frenzy brings. 
Thy voice, Antenor, Conway, thine in vain 

Againfi the deaf'ning din ye feebly firain. 

Thou, mild as Priam, George-, wouldfl: fain reprefs 
The caufe ill-fiarr'd of popular difirefs, 

Canfi thou,-could N efl:or,-or can Shelliurne quell 
The fl:rife of madd'ning chiefs, or factions feli? 20 

Vvould Paris deign, poffe{s'd of fcepter'd fway, 
Or patriot cits, or commoo-fen'fe obey; 

Confent, 

Qui q uid fit pulcrum, quid turpe, quid utile, quid non 

Pleni us ac melus Ch·ryfippoet Crantore dicit. 

Cur ita crediderim, nifi quid te detinet0 audi. 

F abula, qua Paridis propter narratur amorem 

Grcecia Barbari~ lento collifa duello, 

Stultorum regum et populorurn continet -Efius~ 

A n tenor cenfe t belli pr.ecidere caufam, 

~id 
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Confent, at their petition, to be bleft 

Wich fair domain, and honourabie refi? 
-

''*Shall earth's vile fcutn, cries North, our councils awe, 

" Remonfirate, and give US, their Lords, the law; 25 

,, Their fiurdy f pray'r for peace his ~rrath control, 

'' Whofe thunders <hake the center to the pole?" 

The Wefiern F oreft rages: Wentworth, ceafe 

To dream it's Congrefs yet can hear of peace ; 3 o 

Or pliant, as thy Peers, to notes pre[crib'd, 

Attune their jarring voices, yet unbrib'd ; 

Till Freedom burfi th' unnat'ral ties, that bind 

Their friendiliip to the foes of all mankind ; 

Till Gaul, the Dretn?n of perpetual fray, 

Unma{k'd, of Ate fiok the defl:in'd prey; 

Qiid Paris? ut falvus regnet, vivatque beatus 

Cogi po.ffe negat. N ell:or com pone re 1 ites 

Inter Peleiden fefhnat, et inter Atreide:1: 

Hunc a;nor, ira quidem communiter uric utrumque. 

82 / 

35 

T ll 

See 

* This was written a few weeks before Lord North' :i rcfigna tion. 

t A petition to Parliament from the City of London, againfi: 

the American war, was j ufl: then (in February r fh) preCcnted 

by the Sheriffs. 
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Till happier Albion, taught by heav'n and thee*, 
Hail all her firm allies, who dare be free; 

Till J ufiice, in her fen ate, Con.cord greet, -
Harmonious Truth, and meek-eyed Mercy meet. 40 
I-Iere party-rage, rank pride, and fenfelefs ire, 

There mad mifrule, and licence fan the fire. 

Party, curs'd engine of th' intriguing Few, 
I 

Thy ruthlefs gripe the Many forely rue. 

Alike in fraud, fedltion, rapine, finn'd 4 5 
Troy, Greece, the Bri"tijh ifles, and either Ind. 

Again, what emulative tranfport f wells 

Thy youthful breail:? The mufe immortal tells 

How Valour, V•i ifdom, in Ulylfes try'd, 

With might fuperior, Fortune's £hafts defy'd. 50 
· Like Anfan, ranging long, the victor fought 

His beil:-lov'd ifle, Hill prefent feen in thought. 

Search round thy globe, thrice tenfold in extent, 

'The Br£ton's track prefcrib'd retrace intent. 

Tofs'd thrice the term, the fam'd Ithacian held 55 
I-Iis live-long courfe, as winds and 'Naves impell'd, 

* See the two lafi- paragraphs of the introJutl:ion . 

Qyicquid delirant reges pletl:untur Achivi. 

Seditione, delis, fcelere, atque libidine, et ira 

Iliacos intra muros peccatur, et extra. 

\ 1ith 

Rurfus 
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W1th aim perplex'd, yon fcanty feas to fcour, 

Ere Art had imp'd her wings with myfiic pow'r. 

Prompt each the manners, commerce, laws to fcan 

Of funder'd nations, deeply fiudied man ; 60 

Led on, by patriot ardour, to engage 

Men, monfl:ers, Neptune's, and the Thund'rer's rage, 

Each met, unmov'd, the darkeft frowns of Fate, 

Death's direft menace brav'd, with front fedate; 

By perfeverance crown' d, with foreign fiore 6 

Each heap'd his long-defpairing native lhore. 

Like thefe to triumph in the varied firife, 

As wife, as brave, be temp'rate too, through life . 

By Pleafure courted, in the fanguine flu{h 

Of young defire, on danger prone to ru(h, 70 

I-lark! thy good Genius checks thee, hov'ring nigh 

In perils, heaves a deep h~art-thrilling figh: 

It f peaks his dread, left o'er thy hopeful dawn 

Untimely night, by lufi impure, be drawn, 

Rurfus quid virtus, et quid fap'entia poffit, 

Utile propofuit nobis exemplar Ulyffem; 

Qui domi tor trojre mul torum p,:ov idus urbes, 

Et mores hominum infpexit; latumque per :rquor, 

Dum fibi, dum fociis reditum parat, afpera multa 

Pertuli-t, adverfis rerum immerfabilis undis. 

f) ii"c a ie, 

1renum 
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Difeafe, with iliame, cut lhort thy bright career, 7 5 
Th' Enchantrefs whelm with guilt thy youthful bier: 
Exulting, with the foe to heav'n and earth, 
At virtuous fame, thus blafied in the birth. , 

Mark how the . Greek his ftep fufpends, aware, 
Eyes, at one glance, her charms, and deadly fnare, 80 
Eludes the warbling Siren. Circe's draugh~ 
Envenom'd had the vanquiili~d hero quaff'd, 
How tame the cullion, termagant the punk! 
His beftial mates had feen the monfl:er drunk, 
A kennell'd hound, full-gorged with carrion, lye, 8 5 
Or grunter, groveling in a ranker fly. 

Lo! fuch our high-bred vulgar, born to fwill , 
Penelope's lewd f uitors, revel ftill, 
Fops, 1owngers, fribbles, a Pha!acian race, 
Their form the tailor iliapes, frifeur the face. 9e> 
What now remains of heav'n created-man ? 
Proud to confound ·harn1onious Nature's plan, 

Sirenum voces, et C irces pocula nofti : 

Qire fi cum foc iis fiul t us cupidufque bibiffet 
Sub domina meretrice fuiffet turpis et excors: 
Vixiffet canis immundus, vel amica luto fus. 
Nos numerus fumus, et fruges confumere nati ; 
Sponfi Penelopes, ncbulones, Alcinoique 

I n cute curanda plus a!quo operata juventus: 

At 

Cui 
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At mafque, ball, cotte~ie, club, green-room, rout, 

They flouch, yawn, fmirk, prate, gamble, caper, fpout; 

By wax-light aH: Day's odious glare they lhun, 9 5 
Shrouded in fleep, to the declining Sun ; 

Half-waked to fiddling, wake at length to cards: 

Thefe, _the fole Deities the race regards, 

To Whifi recal each bubble fchool'd to bite, 

To WhiO:, the regent of unb1u!hing night. 1 oo 

Blind would-be rooks, unconfcious dupes to play, 

They call their fubfiance, honour, life away. 

Thine eye, where honefi warmth, and fpirits high 

Yet f peak pure Nature, thine indignant eye, 

Keen-glancing, quefiions th us the thriftlefs crew : 1 o 5 
" Ye reptiles, what, on earth, have you to do ?'' 

To fome dire end from day-light fkulk, as they, 

Night-roaming felons; for their nightly prey : 

To what end thefe ? Remorfe, and ruin wait 

The loit'rers. Roufe ; befiir thee; !hun their fate. 11 o 

Like Ithaca's dread Lord, forth-flaming fiands 

The God, they fcorn'd, and blafis their impious bands. 

Cui pulerum fuit in medjos dormire dies, et 

Ad firepitum citharre ceffatum ducere curam. 

Ut j ugulent homines, furgunt de nocle Jatrones : 

Ut teipfum ferves, non expergifceris? atqui 

Youth 

Si 
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Youth wings, and fires thee. On; refolve to thrive ; 

Age palfied, cold, and crarrip'd, ihall pant, £hall {hive; 

Too late, if hopes freili-blooming, honours green I I 5 
Were faint incentives, in life's opening fcene; 

Too late, if recreant now thy zeal relents; 

Nor at thy welcome taik. the dawn prevents; 

Thy drowfy foul, at learning's labour flack, 

Shall refilefs want, and f pleen, · and envy rack. 120 

How flies thy rapid thought, relief to find 

For aching fenfe? Ah! why neglect thy mind? 

Untended long, it's rankling fore !hall fpread, 

Thy manners foul infect, _thy heart, thy head. 

Toil, from terrefirial ill refiorer fole 

To mortal man, muft raife, and keep thee whole, 
Toil, Nature's law, not penalty, of food, 

Of life difpenfer, of all earthly good. 

Roufe then, exert thy talents, neither weak, 

125 

Nor '1nid the fons of dulnefs doom'd to fneak. I 30 

Si noles fanus, curres hydropicus: et ni 

Pofces ante diem librum cum lumine; fi non 

lntendes animum fl:udiis et rebus honeftis, 

Invidia vel a more vigil torquebere. Nam cur 

~re l.edunt oculos fefi:inas demere : fi quid 

Efi animum, differs c1::1randi tempus in annum? 

Get 

Dimidium 
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Get learning: 'tis the grace of Science fair, 

That gives the lib'ral n1ind it's noblefl: air. 

Get Knowledge : it enfures enjoyment true, 

Fit felf-efl:eem, a claim to rev'rence due. 

Get Wifdom : in her train the virtues lhine, I 3 5 

Thy guides, with Hope and Faith, to blifs divine. 

Get Wifdom.-Arduous aim !---Not hopelefs. Run. 

Begin. Half-ended is the race begun . 

Fleet, ev'n at fiarting for the viltor;s meed, 

Fly, the whole courfe is glowing; Heeter fpeed. 140 

The fl:ripling drone, for life a driv'ler, ends 

A ihame, a burtheo to hitn!elf and friends. 

Blank as decrepitude !hall youth flit by, 

Manhood, unmark'd by one .flight n1erit, dye. 
' 

Lo! yon dull clown, bends o'er his fork, demurs, 14,.. 

Yawns, lifilefs eyes the g1iding :fheam, nor fl:irs; 

But waits it's gliding off, that gliding fiill 

From ages, to f ucceedent ages will. 

As idly toil thefe ·dolts, in chace as vain 

Of air-gilt bubbles, pleafure, grandeur, gain. J 50 

Dimidium facl:i qui c.:epit, habet, fapere aude: 

lncipe: vivendi recl:e qui prorogat horam, 

Ruil:icus expe8:at dum defluat amnis: at ille 

Labitur, et labetur in omne volubilis revum. 

C 

Ill 

Qu~ritur 



18 MOR AL HINT s TO THE 

111 does an· earth-worm's offal, thy purfuit, 

Bafe worldling, a celefiial fpirit fuit; 

Born to hold commerce with it's kindred fkies, 

From ftrength to firength to glory born to rife.-. 

" Who talks off pirit? All corporeal grown, 

" Each thinks of feeming now, of being none, 

" A brilliant equipage, a modi(h wife, 

" The flutter, noife, and outfide glare of life. 

u In building, gard'ning, fordid is the plan, 

155 

" That f uits the rank and fortune of the man ; 160 

" Abject the tafie, that fioops to things of ufe, 

" Poor the befl:-order'd board, if not profufe."--

Rare nofirums thefe, to heal a fev'ri!h heart ! 

Act thou the rational, the decent part, 

Which truth, pure nature, and religion trace, I 6 5 

\Vith moral dignity, with manly grace; 

Fair Virtue's offspring * Pleafure, lovely ward 

9f heav'n-taught Wifdom, fhall thy truth reward, 
With 

Qyreritur argentum, puerifque beata creandis 

U xor, et incultre pacantur vomere fylvre. 

• This is no theological rant. The Pleafure, here commend~d, dif­

fers from that, cond~mn'd, at verfe I 50, " as the Jenfations of an oyjfo• 

"from the Jtlfrity if a Gori." Thus fpoke true Philofophy, or found 

Reafon, from the mouth of Socrates, whofe moral conceptions, alway, 

precifely j uft, were often exprefa~d with peculiar ftrength and dignity. 

Qliod 
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With Grandeur, Gain, unfullied as the ray, 

That gilds yon iky-topt dome in cloud]efs day; I 70 

While fadd'ning damps, and low-born vapours drown 

The revels, pomps, and traffic of the town. 

Above dependance rais'd by gentle fate, 

Pity the flaves, condemn'd to court the great, 

They blulh to own. The genuine great revere, I 7 S 

Whofe high deferts adorn their fiated fphere. 

Be thine deferts as high, the gen'rous aim 

Frotn man to merit, not folicit fame, 

Be thine the triumphs of a foul ferene, 
' 

The fmile of Reafon, and a golden mean. 180 

Be thine the * praifo of God : nor fioop to raiJ, 

If humbler projects of ambition fail. 

'' Friend, keep your Roman courtier ilill in fight; 

" Be civil, as your text, to ears polite. 

"Religion! Wifdom ! plhaw,-your fermon cloys.· 

" A golden mean what modern \vight enjoys? 18 S 

* See the Paragraph mark'd (for the ufe if a Scripture phrafe) in 

the Introduction. 

"For 

~od fatis efl: cui. contingit nihil amplius optet~ 

Non 
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" For homef pun virtues ranfack hifi:'ry now: 
0 Back to young Rome's Dictator, at the plough.'~-

From Falhion's taint, and diffipation free, 

With fuch plain puts retired, as * * * *, and me, 190 

Shun randon1 commerce, to refpecl: mankind. 

Keep found and thong thy native health of mind: 
Th fou nd iliall feek thee; few, indeed, but fuch, 

As need no caution to frequent too much; 

While fots and fop1ings fly thy facred fhade, 195 
Nor Fortune's fools it's halcyon eafe invade. 

The hoodwink' d God clefs gives not mental health: 
It iliuns the dull parade, and pride of wealth. 

To n1ar her n1inion's leifur~ to be wife, 
What flutt'ring f warms of cares, and wilhes rife ; 200 

What fears and wants, to Na tu re's child unknown, 
Unreal, vafi: as ev'ning lhadows grown? 

Where haunt thefe fiends, magnificent in vain, 
His marble palaces, his gorgeous train 

Non domus et fund us, non a::ris acervus et auri, 

£groto domini deduxit corpore febres; 

Non animo curas: val eat po.ffeffor oportet; 

Si comportat is rebus bene coe;itat uti. 

Qyi cu pi t aut metuit, juvat illum fie domus, aut re::., 
Ut lippum pich:e tabul~, fomenta podagram, 

Auriculas cithane collell:a forde dolentes. 

Strike 

Sincerum 
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Strike the vex'd owner, as an ulcer'd ear 20 5 
, 

Seraphic Linley's trill; as optics blear 

The breathing forms, which, thy creative art 

Evoking, Reynolds, from thy cc1nvas fiart. 

Is not profperity enjoyment? No: 

From f prings unclean bid limpid currents flow. 2 Io 

When foul thy caik, thy palate fouler, fay, 

How reli{h the bell: growths of rich Tokay? 

Pleaf ure the rake, the coxcomb {hive i vain 

To ta!le, and fick'ning fret to find it pain. 

Thefe, Nature, at thy feafi, unaik'd, intrude, 2 I 5 

With frontlefs iliame, difgufi, and manners rude. 

The wife, the decent guefl: thy fmiles invite 

To genial cheer, enjoy'd with pure delight. 

Let guilt or folly dafh the cup with gall, 

From Hebe's hand would Jove's own nectar pall. 220 

How blefs'd, in bleffing, wealth aright emp1oy'd, 

Poffefs'd, when fpent, in death itfelf enjoy'd; 

Then moft, when cherubs to the clofing eye 

Prefent it, fi:ored for ever in _the fky ! 

The lib'ral fpirit, from a thoufand hearts 2~5 

Sublimed, receives the gladnefs, it in1parts: 

Sincerum eft nifi vas, quodcunque i1~fundis, acefcit. 

Sperne voluptates. Nocet empta dolore voluptai, 

Thine 

Semper 
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Thine, mifer, fhrunk, benumb'd with chilling dreacl 

Of penury, to joy lies fenfelefs, dead. 

It's rage infatiate for unbounded pelf 
Confirms the fullen grudge, it bears itfelf. 230 

What horrors iliake thee? Whence that frantic fl:are? 
Or thieves, or lefs terrific murd'rers fcare. 

A ghafilier image turns thy brain with fright; 
The mufe prefents a mirror to thy fight. 
In fplendid wretchednefs the iquand'rer pines, 1 23g 
His pomp fome wealthier fon of pride outiliines. 
Be no vain man, through life, thy Iucklefs mate: 
His glare difafi.r' ous bodes his gloomy fate. 

As Ofi:entation's raging plague prevails, 

Debts, critnes, difgrace, perdition it entails~ 240 

Of ruin carelefs, he contends in vain : 
Faint-ftruggling now with agonizing pain, 
Eclips'd, extinguilh'd, from reproachful day, 
Self-doom'd, he fculks in Envy's cave, the prey 

Of her heart-rending fnakes. No dremon fell 245 
Than Envy caQ inflict a direr hell. 

From av'rice, envy, pr~de, abhorrent fiart :_ 
Thou dofi. The mention pains thy gen'rous heart; 

Unnat'ral 

Semper avarus eget, certum veto pete finem 

Invidus alterius rebus macrefcit opimis. 

Invidia Siculi non invenere tyranni 
Majua 
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Unnat'ral thefe. With caution fhicl:er, !bun 
\ 

One failing, too congenial to my fon. 2 50 
Though gentler than the waft of zephyr's wing 

Thy temper, blither than the jocund fpring; 

rve mark'd it, boy, enchafed at flight offence, 

To fudden tempefi: f well ; decorum, fenfe 

In paffion lo{l:. No longer, 'mid the ftorm, 2 5 5 

I trace thy laughing eye, thy placid form. 

Yet foon, in love revered, a father's frown, 

Like Neptune's trident, awes the (urges down. 

Ingenuous Nature firaight recurs, relents 

In blulhes., tears; her fallies ra!h repents; 260 

And owns the fightlefs wretch, whom wrath enfiaves, 

In frantic fit, the voice of Reafon braves. 

Ah ! flight no more that warning voice, my child : 

Ardent in fpirit, be in manners mild. 

That warmth of heart ordain'd for noblefl ends, 26 5 
Shall blefs, £hall charm, lhall fix mankind thy friends, 

Sublime, above thyfelf, thy pow'rs lhall raife 

To deeds of worth, tranfcending vulgar praife. 

Maj us torment um. ~i non moderabitur ine, 

InfeB:um volet e.ffe, dolor q uod fuaferit et mens, 

Dum pa:nas odio per vim fefiinat inulto .. 

. ~ .... -. - . . 

But 
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But check it's rage; uncheck'd, it n1afl:ers thee. 

Now, now's the time to be for ever free •. 

Thy Jet, fo pljant to thy guiding hand, 

John train'd a colt, obedient to command, 

Ere her fiiff neck difdain'd it. Stawell's hound, 

At reynard wont 0
7er hill and dale to bound, 

A whe]p, on kennel-door the fcented brufu 27 S 

Snuff'd, bark'd at, ere let loofe in woods to rulh. 

New fcenes, in life's gay fpring, thy fancy fire; 

Thy young blood riots with unknown defire. 

Left wayward humour fia-rt from Truth afiray, 

Implore that facred guide to point thy way. 280 

Her prefence from caprice lhall guard thy foul, 

From error, fraud, and paffion 's mad controul ; 

Shall order, {hall maintain thy fieps aright. 

Directed by her clear and fieady light, 

Thy character confifl:ent, firm and bold, 

Shall thus an even, manly tenor hold ; 

Thus fix'd, it £hall obtain, feverely jufi, 

Nay more, £hall merit univerfal truft; 

Shall, rais,d from earth, and evanefcent fame, · 

To Truth's eternal throne thine eye reclaim. 290 

Ira furor brevis eft, animum rege, qui, nifi paret, 

Imperat: hunc fr::enis, hunc tu compefce catena. 

Fingit equum tenera docilem cervice magiller. 

Now 

Ire 
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Now flexible tg g· od, thy tender breafi 

Receives her ftamp .Jf precepts pure imprefs'd. 

From good to better, to the bell at length 

I fee thy mind advance, with growing firength._ 

Fond Hope anticipates the recent bloom, 

The bud, the fruit of genial • months to come. 

Not thine more wilhful than thy parent's eye, 
- < 

O'erle~ps the fpring, forefees the_ folfiice _nigh ; 

When Wy~eham's wholefome rule remiJs my bqy 

From labour, fweeten'd with expected joy, 300 

To join the dear domefiic circle, gay 

·:As fmiles the feafon then, in bright array. 

When dart thy glowing looks from face _to face., 

And quick ret.urns of heart-felt rapt~re trace, 

In each lov'd Sifter note the grace refin'd, 30 5 
That beams from an improv'd, yet modefi mind. 

l r.e viam, quam monfirat eques~ Venaticus ex quo 

Tempore cervinam pellem latravit in auli, 

Militat in fylvis c~tulus. N unc adbibe puro 

Peclore verba puer : nunc te melioribus offer. 

,! Written at the beginning of March x 782. 
D 

T heie 

~o _ 
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Thefe !hall a matchlefs Mother's temper'd praife,~ 

And cenf ure, to her own refemblance raife: 

With eyes to thine uplifted, firaining fiill, 
., 

Thy Brother treads the bramble-&irted hill; 

In hopes ere long to climb, with hardier 11:ride,· 

* The laureate God's bell delegate his guide. . 

Joy to thy toils furmounted ! Now furvey 

Delights in progrefs oe7r a fmoother way·: 

• t-'; · :.. 

310 

~ , . 

Nor faint, though Alps on Alps in profpecl: rife. 3'15 
., 

Each fummit brightens, as it meets the lkieso 

At each exertion, habit {hanger grows; 

Till fecond nature far the firfl: out-goes. 

Well-principled in virtue, perfevere. 

~y choice well-flavour'd pipe,-from ·chalils here> 

Freili at thy birth, did I that pipe import>- · 

Retains it's . flavour fiill of genuine port. 

Quo femel efl: imbuta recens, fervabit odorem 

Tefia diu. 

9 • 

* To whom this title is jufily given, the intelligent reader 

need not be told, who will gratefully recollect the excellent critic, 

to whom he is indebted for an accurate idea of the Writings, and 

G enius of the mofl: correct and elegant of all our Englifu poets. 

Of 
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Of all behind regardlefs, on, proceed: · 

Eye fiill the foremoft, and o'ertake their fpeed. 

~od fi ceffas, aut ftrenuus anteis, 

Nee tardum operior, nee przcedentibus infto. 

F :( N I S. 






