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In reviewing the report of the Lea-

side Library of 1947 it is interesting to

gbserve the extent to which the library
2s become an integral part of

The library, it’s service; the librar-
ians, their advice and experience, have

r.
worked staff could provide. The Board,
in co-operation with its librarians, Mrs.
MacAlpine, hiiss Murray and Mrs. Chap-
man, has endeavmed to extend its serv-
ices beyond that of “just a place to bor-
row books.” And it is indeed

CHAIRMAN’S
REMARKS

Douglas Cooper

not too-distant day when it can give
them the facilities necessary for this type
of work.
SURPLUS FINANCE

While our financial statement shows
a bank balance of §2,100.00 this does
not mean that we uctually had a surp-
lus. This Lalance was due to two fac-
(1) Previous grants from the Pro-
vm:ul Government were around $156.
During 1947 a new Act was passed which
increased the grants to libraries

tions of the librarians. As a resclt Le:-
side Public Library received around
$2700 instead of the usual $150. (2) This

to sec these eiforts rewarded by the
mn.u.ium support of individual bor-

|zanonx. Leaside Public Library can
boast of a membership of more than 33
1-3 per cent of the Town’s population.
When it is considered there is a total
oi 3,850 dwellings and the library mem-
Lership is more than 5000, a better con-
cept of its popularity may formed.
This is a particularly fine achievement,
«s few other communities of comparable
sice can excel those figures.

The Board would be very remiss if
did not at this time give credit >
- librarians for much of the progress
the library has made. Their cheerful ac-
ceptance of and patience at the delay
encountered by the Board in its endeav-
our to consummate the plans for the
erection of sorely needed library build-
ing, has been an expression of loyalty
that is a genuine compliment to the cit-
izens of Leaside.

Although our Librarians are paid o
a 40 hour week basis the library actuzlly
“functions” 12 hours per day (except
Wednesday 4 hours and Saturday 8
hours). ank .starts at 9 a.m. with the
many duties of
accessioning, repairing and shelving of
books as well as the myriad details of
clerical work. The library is opened to
the public at 2 p.m. and remains open
tll 9 p.m. With our limited staff this
necessitates staggered hours and
extra demands on their time for outside
activities such as book talks, displays,
board meetings, etc. The Board appre-
ciates its librarians’ co-operation in this
respect and is looking forward to the

s was. set aside
for the purchase of furniture and equip-
inent tor the rew library building which
was expected to be well under way be-
fore the end of the year. These plans
did not matericlize and it wa
sary, the.efore to carry a portion of
this amount over into

Notwithstanding this unexpected wind-
fall from the Provincial Department of

acction, your Library Board had a
difficult financial year. Faced with rap-
idly rising costs in all phases of library
operation it was necessary to make dras-
tic purchase curtailments yet maintain
the standard of service the residents
Lave come to expect.

This was not an easy obstacle to sur-
mount, but through harmonious co-oper-
ation of the members of the various com-
mittees, we were able to stay within
our budget and at the same time maie
certain extensions to the service. All
Board meetings were well attended by
the members and the numerous duties
relative to the administrative problems
of the library were performed with en-

valuable member was lost with the res-
ignation of Mr. Russell Godbold, who,
through pressure of other business was
forced to retire. Mr. Godbold was one
of the original organizers of the Lea-
side Public Library and it was with a
great deal of regret the Board accepted
his resignation.

With the new building looming on
the horizon your library is looking for-
ward with great anticipation towards an
expansion of service that will make Lea-
side Public Library a leader in com-
munity affairs.
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During 1947 Leaside Library’s growth
as an integral part of community inter-
ests went hand in hand with a steady
increase in membership and in the use of
books. 738 new names were added to the
members’ file during the year, 595 of
these being adult borrowers and 243
children. Over 2300 new books were pur-
chased and the circulation of books
showed an increase of 3,278 over 1946
(6.8%).

As well as keeping the library well
published during
of standard classics,
and non-fiction was increased and atten-
tion was given also to obtaining new
books published by Canadian authors or
books about Canada, as it was felt that
Canadian libraries should lead in foster-
ing Canadian literature. The various in-
terests of the library users were also kept
in mind when books were ordered so that
yery fow requasts would fave to go wn-

adequate to the needs of its users.

Apart from books of fiction and bio-
widely

and gardening showed the
greatest increase in circulation, a proof
that the library has really an active part
in community activities.

Leisure time activities, both
and recreational closely overlap
and one depends upon the other, so that
the library, where so many aids to recrea-
tional activities are to be found, natura"y
[Eoomrcr. o Gt v i G Gy (e
munity centre.
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COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

The extent to which Leaside Library
has become a focal point of community
interests is shown by the variety of
activities durng the year.
School Association came

for books on teen-age
boys and girls. The Library arranged a
display of these books for one of the
Association’s meetings so that parents
might have an opportunity to look over
their contents. One of the C.G.LT.

suggestions

=TE

groups at Leaside United Church asked
for a selection of books on Canadian
Indians to be shown with a project on
this subject on which they had been
working.

e mothers of a Cub Group from
Leaside Presbyterian Church invited the
librarian to speak to them on some of the
new books to be obtained at the Library.
Early in the fall, the facilities of the
rary were offersd to Leaside
D o R do b responded
by asking the Library to display in the
window examples of the various craft
work to be taught during the winter.
This met with a great response and
sroused much interest. The Library gave
ut

and supplied the craft teachers with lists
ooks

sively during the courses.

From time to time during the year,
the Library has exhibited paintings by
some of the Leaside residents. This is a
project which it hopes to broaden when
ensconced in the new building. ere,
the Library hopes to have exhibits of
pictures by Canadian artists as well as by
local talent and thus stimulate an appre-
ciation of painting.

Another link with community activi
ties was forged when the Library was ap-
proached by the Leaside Health Unit as
to whether the building could be used on

afternoons for the Baby
Both the Board and staff wero
very pleased to arrange for this and,
although quarters are crowed, the ar.
rangement seems to be working satisfact-
orily. The Library took the opportunity
to have on hand for the mothers, infor-
mation folders the Library and
lists of books on Child Training.

YOUTH ACTIVE READERS

It has been found by the Canadian
Youth Commission that reading rated as
third among the recreational activities of
le. A very gratifying number

and the “Library habit” among these



teen-agers. 118 books were added to the
Youth Section in 1947, including suitable
fiction, sports, hcbbies as 1 as those
of a purely educational type. The Library
also contacted the schools, offering their
co-operation in the matter of lists and
books. It is to be hoped that another
year, when more space is available, will
see the establishment of school visits to
the Library and visits by the librarians
to the schools.

The tweekly icolurmn in! the two! local
papers has been kept up all through the
past year. Here new books are reviewed
cr listed and timely subjects discussed.
This is a form of publicity which achieves
definite results as the librarians are often
asked for books or material mentioned
in the column. It now seems to be an
cstablished item in the paper for which
the readers look with interest.

LIBRARIES ARE CENTRES
OF COMMUNITY INTEREST

In May, the librarians attended the
Ontario Library Association Conference

in Guelph and found it a most stm—mlznng
gathering. This was the first occasion on
which both Board members and librarians
had held a joint conferencc and it was
felt t> be very worthwhile in that both
points of view were presented and dis-
cussed. The chief trend of libraries
throughout Ontario was shown to be that
of becoming centres of community
interests. Much was being done with film

ich Leaside Library
must regretfully abstain until they have
a new building.

It has been said that recreation, the
pleasant and profitable use of leisure
time, is important in the social, economic
and political life of a democracy and that
the enduring strength of a free society
must come through the untrammelled
education of all its people. Despite the
handicaps of overcrowding, thc

extend its efforts more satisfactorily in
its new wing of the Community Centre.

CIRCULATION
Non-fiction  Fiction  Total Adult Boys & Girls Total
1947 11,600 19,624 31,224 19,928 51,152
1946 10,894 18,704 29,598 18,276 47,874
Increase 706 920 1,626 1,652 3,278
MEMBERSHIP
Adult Boys & Girls Total
December 31, 1946 2,579 1,633 4212
December 31, 1947 3,174 1,876 5,050
New members 595 243 738




CHILDREN’S

AND

YOUTH SECTIOXN

MISS JANET MURRAY

The famous old fable from Aesop
about the thirsty fox whose mouth
watered for a luscious bunch of grapes
which he spied hanging just out of his
reach, is a piece of wisdom worthy of
more than the usual scornful promounce-
ment “sour grapes”. We believe that Mr.
Fox is to be commended for his philoso-
phical acceptance of a disappointment,
and for his clever way of dispelling it.
Considering the Library’s ‘“growing
pains’ of 1947, and the longing for more
space, perhaps we can emulate Mr. Fox,
and instead of ing the i

which would continue some special
interest lately aroused by the onmes just
read.

BOOKS AWAKEN INTEREST

For example, there is the boy who
reads and rereads the books by the Eng-
lish contemporary writer Arthur Ran-
some. Mr. Ransome has an unusual
faculty for understanding children and
producing fine books. The influence of
his writing upon this boy has opened up
new channels of interest for him such as

making maps of the Lake District where

postponement of the Community Centre
Project, we can look around and reflect
upon the pleasant individual contacts that
only a small informal library can offer.
This is especially evident in the daily
work with chidren.

Because she is dealing with young
individuals whose tastes are not yet
formed, the children’s librarian’s task is
to give some directon to the reading of
the girls and boys who come searching
for books. She can do this most effec-
tively and discreetly, if she knows what
books a boy or girl has just returned, and
in addition has the opportunity of talking
about the books and suggesting new ones

the take place, constructing
models of the sailboats that the char-
acters use, awakening an interest in
English historical books, and curiosity
about other writers like Beatrix Potter,
and the Lake Poets who lived in this
northern part of England,

A diet of sameness is unwise which-
ever way you look at it, and we are con-
vinced that the traditional fairytales are
a necessary part of any child’s reading at
a certain age. But, to read fairytales to
the exclusion of all else is not a good
thing either. There is a point when the
librarian may feel it is time to suggest a
book like THE PRINCESS AND THE
GOBLIN or PINK FURNITURE as a




which serves as an introduction to im:
ginative fiction and encourages the neces-
sary concentration required for reading

continuation of the fairytale interest, but
S

The choice of titles for a children’s
library is made bearing in mind the varied
activities of boys and girls, the litesary
quality of the writing compared with the
standard like books for children, the
Proper perspective in values, an d what
the content has to offer in the way of
providing a touchsttone to new fields in
reading. This last, is the big argument
against the “series” and “‘school” type
or stories being advertised so widely to-
day. This kind of book acts like a sedative
on the minds of the boys and girls who
are exposed to them. There is a definite
dulling of the intellectual curiosity which
is native to children. Where there is indi-
vidual contact with one of these boys or
gitls, and not too much pressure of fime
as in a school library, the librarizn is us-
ually able to deal successfully with this
problem by finding a book to give out that
is somewhat like, but certainly better than
the ones they have been reading. We can
think of a girl who used to reject every-
thing we had to offer, because she had
been on a steady diet of ‘‘series” books.
Now she is reading everything and
developing admirably and recently
brought her friend whom she announced
“doesn’t like reading”.

EVEN 2 YEAR OLDS “READ”

Non-library members might be sur-
prised that a two-year-old could be in-
cluded as a regular customer for
borrowing books. Our youngest member

show of discrimination. Her handling of
the books would put many adults to
shame. Each page is turned with the ut-
most care by her tiny finger and thumb
from the end of the page, as it should be
with the least possible strain.
This little girl is outstanding, but she
is one of many little children who are
ienci their first ive con-
tact outside the home, in becoming library
members. A seven-year-old who had been
an early visitor appeared one day in the
library after some absence. He picked up
“PING” with the greatest joy, saying
affectionately, “This was my first library
book”.

That boys and girls think of the Public
Library as essentially the place to go for
i ading, is di 2 4

the way they turn up early in the after-
noon during school hours, if they have
been home sick, or on special holidays.
Again, after exams are over, we often
hear someone say, “I want a good book

that I don’t HAVE to read”, or “Guess
Ill have some fun now reading the
“Freddy Books”. Then there was a girl
who was home sick for a few weeks and
had a re:l reading binge; she made a
charming little figure out of pipe cleaners
and dressed it in green velveteen, be-
cause she “wantd to have something at
home to remind her of “Miss Hickory”.
(A book by Caroline Bailey).

OVERCROWDED

At the Story Hour it is exhilarating to
have a great crowd of children, and it is
important to reach a large number, but
traditional story-teiling stems from  the
small intimate ‘groups, and there is no
gainsaying the fact that thirty is an ideal
gathering of children, and the best num-
ber that we can accommodate, After we

One Saturday morning at story-time,
every single child turned up with bubble
gam. What were we to do? This was
their holiday and bubble gum seemed part
of the celebration, yct who could face
or more of these ridiculous
bubbles and concentrate on telling a pre-
pared story? Some bright voice suggested
that we make up a story about bubble
gu, and so a bargain was made—first a
story about bubble gum—then everyone
would store their wad in the cheek, while
the scheduled stories were being told. It
worked, but we're afraid the librarian
adoptad the sirategy of Hilaire Beloc in
his “Cautionary Tales for Children”.

1947 i i

Mr. Fox for supplying us with some
philosophy, but unlike him we are biding
our time, firmly convinced that we will
secure those “grapes” yet in the form of
2 new modern library housed in the Com-
munity Centre.
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1947

On hand January lst, 1947 § 659.40
Petty cash 10.00

Library Revenue:
Membership & Renewals  244.96
Fines 656.61
Book Reserve 35.99
Gifts & Grants 2,741.25
Town of Leaside 9,096.00
Perscnal Orders 45.02
Loss or Damage 16.69
$13,505.92

15 DITURES

Books Purchased 5 4205.58
Librarians’ Salary 4,025.46
Relief Librarian 1,085.23
ent 600.00
Light & Telephasie 131.85
Equipment 164.35
Supplies & Printing 470.01
Cleaning & Wages 421.89
Treasurer 300.00
$11,405.33

Bank Balance Dec. 3lst, 1947  2,090.59
Petty Cash 10.00

$13,505.92

BOARD MEMBER

MR. DOUGLAS COOPER
Board of Education

MRS. W. J. GAUDET
Separate School Board

MR. R. P. FREY

Town Council

MRS, E. A. HOLLERAN
Separate School Board

1918

MRS. R. M. LITCH
Board of Education

MISS S. PALLETT
Board of Education

MR. GEORGE MASON

Town Council

MRS. H. W. PANTER

Town Council
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