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¥ M. MONTAGUY,

. MADAM,
Y BELIEVE, you are per-
fuaded that I never entertain-
ed a thought of appearing in pub-
lic, when the defire of being ufe-
ful to one dear child, in whom I
take the tendereft intereft, induced
me to write the following Letters:
—perhaps it was  the parti‘alityv
of friendthip, which fo far biafled
A2 G ONE |
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your: judgment as to make you
think them capeble of being morg
extenfively ufeful, andy'warmly to re-
commend the publication of them.
Though this partiality could alone
prevent your judgment from be-
ing' confidered as decifive in fa-
vour of the work, it is more flat-
tering . to the writer than any li-
terary fame ; if, however, you will
allow me to add, that fome ftrokes
of your elegant pen have correGted
thefe Letters, I may hope, they
will be received with an attention,
which will enfure a candid judg-
ment from the reader, and per-

haps
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- haps will" enable ‘them to make
fome ufeful impreflions on thofe,

to ‘whom they are now particularly
offered.

They only, who know ' how
your hours are employed, and of
- what important value they are to
the good and happinefs of indi-
viduals, as well as to the delight
and improvement of the public,
can juﬁly eftimate my obligation
to you for the time and confidera-
tion you have beftowed on this
little work. As you have drawn it
forth, I may claim a fort of right

2 o
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to the ornament and prote@ion of
your name, and to the privilege of
publicly profefling myfelf with the
higheft efteem,

" MADAM,
your much obliged friend,

and moft obedient

humble fervant

HesTter Cuarong.
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MY DEAREST NIECE,

HOUGH you are {o happy as to have
parents, who are both capable and de-
“firous of giving you all proper inftruéion,
yet I, who love you fo tenderly, cannot help
fondly withing to contribute fomething, if
poflible, to your improvement and welfare :
And, as I am fo far feparated from you, that
it is only by pen and ink I can offer you my
fentiments, I will hope that your attention
may be engaged, by feeing on paper, from
the hand of one of your warmeft friends,
Truths of the higheft importance, which,
though you may not find new, can never be
too deeply engraven on your mind. Some of
them perhaps may make no great impreffion
at prefent, and yet may fo far gain a place
in yoyr memory as readily to return to your

B thoughts =



2 On the Firft Principles of Religion.

thoughts when occafion recalls them. And,
if you pay me the compliment of preferving
my letters, you may poflibly re-perufe them
at fome future period, when concurring cir-
cumftances may give them additional weight ;
—and thus they may prove more effeGtual
than the fame things {poken in converfation.
But, however this may prove, I cannot refift
the defire of trying to be-in fome degree ufe-
ful to you, on your fefting out in a life of
trial and difficulty ; your fuccefs in which
muft determine your fate for ever.

Hitherto you have ¢ thought as a'child, -
¢¢ and underftood as a child ;> but it is time
¢ to put away childifh things.”—You are
now in your fifteenth year, and muft foon
act for yourfelf ; therefore it is high time to
ftore your mind with thofe principles, which
muft dire& your condué, and fix your cha-
ralter. If you defire to live in peace and ho-
nour, in favour with God and man, and to
“die in the glorious hope of rifing from the
grave to a life of endlefs happinefs—if thefe
things appear worthy your ambition, you

muft fet out in earneft in the purfuit of
themc
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them. Virtue and happinefs are not attain-
ed by chance, nor by a cold and languid ap-
probation ; they muft be fought with ar-
dour, attended to with diligence, and every
affiftance mufl be eagerly embraced that may
enable you to obtain them, Confider, that
good and evil are now before you ; that, if
you do not heartily choofe and love the one,
vou muft undoubtedly be the wretched vie-
tim of the other. Your trial is now begun ;
vou muft either become one of the glorious
children of God, who are ta rejoice in his
love for ever, or a child of deftruction—mifer-
able in this life, and punifhed with eternal
death hereafter. Surely, you will be impref-
fed by fo awfula fituation ! you will earneftly
pray to be direted into that road of life, which
leads to excellence and happinefs ; and, you
~ will be thankful to every kind hand that is
held out, to fet you forward in your journey.

The firft ftep muft be to awaken your
mind to a fenfe of the importance of the
tafk before you, ,which is no lefs than to
bring your frail nature to that degree of
Chriftian perfeGtion, which is to qualify it for
' B2 immortality,
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immortality, and, without which, it is necef-
farily incapable of happine(s ; for, it is a truth
never to be forgotten, that God has annexed
happinefs to virtue, and mifery to vice, by the
unchangeable nature of things ; and that, a
wicked being (while he continues fuch) is in
a natural incapacity of enjoying happinefs,
even with the concurrence of all thofe out-
ward circumftances, which in a virtuous
mind would produce it. _ :

As there are degrees of virtue and vice, fo
are: there of reward and punifhment, both
here and - herezfter : But, let not my deareft
Niece aim only at efcaping the dreadful doom
of the wicked—Ilet your defires take a nobler
flight, and afpire after thofe tranfcendent
honours, and that brighter crown of elory,
which await thofe who have excelled in vir-
tue ; and, let the animating thought, that
every fecret effort to gain his favour is noted
by your all-feeing judge, who will, with in-
finite goodnefs, proportion your reward to
your labours, excite every faculty of your foul
to pleafe and ferve him. To this end, you
mutt inform your und:r/landing whatyou ought

to
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to belicve, and to do.—You muft correé? and
purify your heart cherifh and improve all its
good affections ; and continually mortify and
fubdue thofe that are evil.—You muft form
and govern your temper and manners, accord=
ing to the laws of benevolence and juftice ;
and qualify yourfelf, by all means in your
power, for an ufeful and agreeable mem-
ber of fociety. All this you fee is no light
bufinefs, nor can it be performed without a
fincere and earneft application of the mind,
as to its great and conftant object. When
once you confider life, and the duties of life,
in this manner, you will liften eagerly to the
voice of inftru&ion and admonition, and feize
every opportunity of improvement ; every .
ufeful hint will be laid up in your heart, and
your chief delight will be in thofe perfons,
and thofe books, from which you can learn
true wifdom.

The only fure foundation of human virtue
is Religion, and the foundation and firft prin-
ciple of religion is the belief of the one only
God, and 2 juft fenfe of his attributes. This
you will think you have learn’d long fince,

B3 and
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and poflefs in common with almoft every hue
man creature in this enlightened age and na-
tion ; but, believe me, it is lefs common than
you imagine, to believe in the true God—
that is, to form fuch a notion of the Deity
as is agreeable to truth, and confiffent with
thofe infinite perfeGions, which all profefs to
afcribe to him. To form worthy notions of
the Supreme Being, as far as we are capable,
is eflential to true religion and morality ; for
as it is our duty to imitate thofe qualities of
the Divinity, which are imitable by us, fo is it
neceflary we thould know what they are, and
fatal to miftake them. Can thofe who think
of God with fervile dread and terror, as of a
gloomy tyrant, armed with almighty power
to torment and deftroy them, be faid to be-
lieve in the true God ?—in that God who,
the fcriptures fay, is love ?—T he kindeft and
beft of Beings, who made all creatures in
bountiful goodnefs, that he might communi-
cate to them fome portion of his own unal-
terable happinefs —who condefcends to ftile
himfelf our Father ! and, who pitieth us, as a
father piticth his own children 1—Can thofe

who
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who expe& to pleafe God by cruelty to them-
felves, or to their fellow-creatures—by hor-
rid punithments of their own bodies for the
fin of their fouls—or, by more horrid perfes
cution of others for difference of opinion, be
called true believers ? Have, they not fet up
another God in their own minds, who rather
refembles the worft of beings than the beft ?
__Nor do thofe a& on furer principles who
think to gain the favour of God by fenfelefs
enthufiafm and frantic raptures, more like
the wild excefles of the moft depraved human
love, than that reafonable adoration, that
holy reverential love, which is due to the
pure and holy Father of the univerfe. Thofe
likewife, who murmur againft his providence,
and repine under the reftraint ‘of his com-
mands, cannot firmly believe him infinitely
wife and good. If we are not difpofed to
truft him for future events, to banifh fruitlefs
anxiety, and to believe that all things work
together for good to thofe that love him,
furely we do not really believe in the God of
mercy and truth. If we wifh to avoid all re-

membrance of him, all communion with hims

B4 as



8 - Onthe Firft Principles of Religion.
as much as we dare, {urely we do not believe
him to be the fource of joy and comfort, the
 difpenfer of all good. :
i How lamentable it is, that {o few hearts
' thould feel the pleafures of real piety I—that
prayer and fhankfgiving thould be performed,
as they too often are, not with joy, and love,
and gratitude ; but, with cold indifference,
melancholy deje&ion, or fecret horror I—Itis
true, we are all fuch frail and finful creatures,
that we juftly fear to have offended our gra-
cious Father ; but, let us remember the con-
dition of his forgivenefs : If you have finned
~—*“fin no 'more.” He is ready to receive
you whenever you fincerely turn to him— .
and, he is ready to affift you, when you do
but defire to obey him. Let your devotion
then be the language of filial love and grati-
tude ; confide to this kindeft of fathers every
want and every with of your heart ;—but
fubmit them all to his will, and freely offer
him the difpofal of yourfelf, and of all your
affairs, Thank him for his benefits, and even
for his punithments — convinced that thefe alfo
are benefits, and mercifully defigned for your
good:
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good. Implore his diretion in all difficul-
ties ; his affiftance in all trials 4 his comfort
‘and fupport in ficknefs or affliction ; his re-
“ftraining grace in the time of profperity and
joy. Do not perfift in defiring what his pro-
vidence denies you ; but be affured it is not
good for you. Refufe not any thing he allots
you, but embrace it as the beft and propereft
for you. Can you do lefs to your heavenly
Father than what your duty to an earthly one
requires ?—If you were to afk permiflion of
your father, to do, or tohave any thing you
defire, and he fhould refufe it to you, would
you obftinately perfift in fetting your heart
upon it, notwithftanding his prohibition ?
would you not rather fay, My father is wifer
than I am ; he loves me, and would not deny
my requeft, if it was fit to be granted ; 1 will
therefore banifh the thought, and chearfully
acquiefce in his will ?—How much rather
fhould this be faid of our heavenly Father,
whofe wifdom cannot be miftaken, and whofe
bountiful kindnefs is infinite ! —Love him
therefore in the fame manner you love your
earthly parents, but in 2 much higher degree

=111
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—in the higheft your nature is capable of,
Forget not to dedicate yourfelf to his fervice
every day ; to implore his forgivenefs of your
faults, and his prote@ion from evil, every
night : and this not merely in formal words,
unaccompanied by any a& of the mind, but
““in fpirit and in truth 37 in grateful love,
and humble adoration. Nor let thefe ftated
periods of worthip be your only communica-
tion with him ; accuftom yourfelf to think
often of him, in all your waking hours ;—to
contemplate his wifdom and power, in the
works of his hands—to acknowledge his
goodnefs in every obje& of ufe or of pleafure,
—to delight in giving him praife in your in-
mott heart, in the midft of every innocent gra-
tification—in the livelieft hour of focial en-
Joyment. You cannot conceive, if you have
not experienced, how much fuch filent adts
of gratitude and love will enhance every plea-
fure; nor what fiveet ferenity and chearful-
nefs fuch refle€tions will diffufe over your
mind. On the other hand, when you are
{uffering pain or forrow, when you are con-
fined to an unpleafant fituation, or engaged

in
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in a painful duty, how will it fupport and
animate you, to refer yourfelf to your al-
mighty Father !—to be aflured that he knows
your ftate and your intentions ; that no ef-
fort of virtue is loft in his fight, nor the leaft
of your actions or fufferings difregarded or
forgotten !—that his hand is ever over you,
to ward off every real evil, which is not the
effe&t of your own ill condu, and to relieve
every fuffering that is not ufeful to your fu-
ture well-being !

You fee, my dear, that true devotion is
not a melancholy fentiment that deprefles the
fpirits, and excludes the ideas of pleafure,
which youth is {o fond of : on the contrarys
there is nothing fo friendly to joy, fo produc-
tive of true pleafure, fo peculiarly fuited to the
warmth and innocence of a youthful heart.
Do not therefore think it too foon to turn
your mind to God ; but offer him the firft
~ fruits of your underftanding and affections :
and be aflured, that the more you increafe in
Jove to him, and delight in his laws, the more
you will increafe in happinefs, in excellence,

and honour ;—that, in proportion as you im-
prove
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prove in true piety, you will become dear and
amiable to' your fellow-creatures 5 contented
and peaceful in yourfelf 5 and qualified to en-
joy-the beft bleflings of this life, as well as to
inherit the glorious promife of immortality,

Thus far I have fpoken of the firft princi-
ples of all religion : namely, belief in God,
worthy notions of his attributes, and fuitable
atfeQtions towards him—which will naturalty
excite a fincere defire of obedience. But, be-
fore you can obey his will; you muft know
what that will is ; you muft enquire in what
manner he has declared it, and where you
may find thofe laws, which muft be the rule
of your a&ions. 3

The great laws of morality are indeed writ-
ten in our hearts, and may be difcovered by
reafon ; but our reafon is of flow grdwth,
very unequally difpenfed to different perfons,
liable to error, and confined within very
narrow limits in all, If, therefore, God has
vouchfafed to grant a particular revelation of
his will—if he has been fo unfpeakably gra-
cious, as to fend his fon into. the world to re-
claim mankind from error and wickednefs—

to
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to die for our fins—and to teach us the way to
eternal life—furely it becomes us to receive
his precepts with the deepeit reverence; to
love and prize them above all things ; and to
ftudy them conftantly, with an earneft defire
to conform our thoughts, our words, and
aétions to them.
As you advance in years and underftanding,
I hope you will be able to examine for your-
{elf the evidences of the Chriftian religion,
and be convinced, on rational grounds, of its
divine authority. At prefent, fuch enquiries
would demand more ftudy, and greater powers
of reafoning, than your age admits off iltiis)
your ‘part therefore, till you are capable of
underftanding the proofs, to believe your pa-
rents and teachers, that the holy fcriptures
are writings infpired by God, containing a
true hiftory of fats, in which we are deeply
concerned-—— a true recital of the laws given
by God to Mofes, and of the precepts of our
* blefled Lord and Saviour, delivered from his
own mouth to his difciples, and repeated and
enlarged upon in the edifying epiftles of his
apoftles—who were men chofen from amongft
8 : thofe, .
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thofe, who had the advantage of converfing
with our Lord, to bear witnefs of his mijra-
cles and refurre@ion—and who, after his af-
cenfion, were affifted and infpired by the Holy
Ghoft. This facred volume muft be the rule
of yourlife. In it you will find all truths ne-
ceflary to be believed ; and plain and eafy di-
rections, for the pra&ice of every duty: Your
Bible then muft be your chief ftudy and de-
light : but, as it contains many various kinds
of writing—fome parts obfcure and difficuls
of interpretation, others plain and intelligible
to the meaneft capacity—1I would chiefly re-
commend to your frequent perufal fuch parts
of the facred writings as are moft adapted to
your underftanding, and moft neceflary for
your inftru@ion. Our Saviour’s precepts
were {poken to the common people amongft
the Jews ; and were therefore given in 2 man-
ner eafy to be u'nderﬁood, and equally ftrik-
ing and inftru&ive to the learned and un-
learned : for the moft ignorant may compre-
hend them, whilft the wifeft muft be charmed
and awed, by the beautiful and majeftic im-~
plicity with which they are exprefled, Of the
1 fame
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fame kind are the Ten Commandments, de-
~ livered by God to Mofes ; which, as they
were defigned for univerfal laws, are worded
in the moft concife and fimple manner, yet
with a majefty, which commands our utmoft
reverence.

I think you will receive great pleafure,
as well as improvement, from the hiftorical
books of the Old Teftament—provided you
read them as an hiffory, in a regular coutrfe,
and keep the thread of it in your mind, as

“you go on., I know of none, true or At~
tious, that is equally wonderful, interefting,
and affe@ing ; or that is told in fo fhort and
fimple a manner as this,. which is, of all
hiftories, the moft authentic,

In my next letter, I will give you fome
brief direGions, concerning the method and
courfe I with you to purfue, in reading the
holy fcriptures. May you be enabled to make
the beft ufe of this moft precious gift of God
—this facred treafury of knowledge! May
you read the Bible, not as a tafk, nor as the
dull employment of that day only in which

you are forbidden more lively entertainments
'—but,
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—Dbut, with a fincere and ardent defire of in-
ftruction 5 with thatlove and delight in God’s
word, Wthh the holy pfalmift fo pathetically
felt, and defcribed, and which is the natural
confequence of loving God and virtue | —
Thou0h I fpeak this of the Bible in general,
I would not be underftood to mean, thatevery
part of the volume is equally interefting. I
have already faid, that it confifts of various
matter, and various kinds of books, which
muft be read with different views and fenti-
ments. ‘The having fome general notion of
what you are to expe from each book may
poflibly help you to underftand them, and
heighten your relith of them. I fhall treat you
as if you were perfe&tly new to the whole ;
for fo [ with you to confider yourfelf becaufe
the time and manner, in which children ufu-
ally read the Bible, ‘are very ill calculated to
make them really acquainted with it ; and too
many people who have read it thus, without
underftanding it in their youth, {atisfy them-
felves that they know enough of it, and never
afterwards ftudy it with attention, when they
come to a maturer age,

Adieu,
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Adieu, my beloved Niece ! If the feelings
of your heart, whilft you read my letters,
correfpond with thofe of mine, whilft I write
them, I fhall not be without the advantage
of your partial affection, to give weight to
my advice ; for believe me, my own dear
girl, my heart and eyes overflow with ten-
dernefs, while I tell you, with how warm and
earneft prayers for your happinefs here, and
hereafter, I fubfcribe myfelf

your faithful friend
and moft affe&tionate Aunt,

BB TS By B w1l

I N OW proceed to give my dear niece
fome fhort fketches of the matter con-
tained in the different books of the Bible, and
of the courfe in which they ought to be read.
The firft Book, G ENEs1s, contains the moft
grand, and, to us, the moft interefting events,
that ever happened in the univerfe ;—The
creation of the world, and of man :—T he de-
C plorable
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plorable fall of man, from his firft ftate of
excellence and blifs, to the diftrefled condi-
tion in which we fee all his defcendants con-.
tinue :—T'he fentence of death pronounced
on Adam, and on all his race—with the re-
viving promife of that deliverance, which has
fince been wrought for us by our blefled Sa-
viour :—['he account of the early ftate of the
world :~—Of the univerfal deluge :—The di-
vifion of mankind into different nations and
languages :— The ftory of Abraham, the
founder of the Jewifh people, whofe unthaken
faith and obedience, under the fevereft trial
human nature could {uftain, obtained fuch fa-
vour in the fight of God, that he vouchfafed
to ftile him his friend, and promifed to make
of his pofterity a great pation ; and that in
his feed—that is, in one of his defcendants—
all the kingdoms of the earth fhould be blef-
fed : this, you will eafily fee, refers to the
Mefliah, who was to be the bleffing and de-
liverance of all nations, It is amazing that
the Jews, poflefling this prophecy among
many others, fhould have been fo blinded by
prejudice, asto have expeted, from this great
: perfonage,
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perfonage, only a temporal deliverance of their
own nation from the fubje&ion to which they
were reduced under the Romans @ it is equally
amazing, that fome Chriftians fhould, even
now, confine the blefled effets of his appear-
ance upon earth, to this or that particular fect
or profeffion, when he'is fo clearly and em-
phatically defcribed as the Saviour of the whole
world :—The ftory of Abraham’s proceeding

" to facrifice his only fon at the command of
God, is affeGing in the higheft degree, and
fets forth a pattern of unlimited refignation,
that every one ought to imitate, in thofe trials
of obedience under temptation, or of acqui-
efcence under affli¢ting difpenfations, which
fall to their lot: of this we may be aflured,
that our trials will be always proportioned to
the powers afforded us : If we have not Abra-
ham’s ftrength of mind, neither fhall we be
called upon to lift the bloody knife again{tthe
bofom of an only child : but, if the almighty
arm fhould be lifted up againft him, we muft
be ready to refign him, and all we hold dear,
to the divine will.—"This action of Abraham
has been cenfured by fome, who do not attend
2 to
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to the diftin&ion between obedience to 2 {pe~
cial command, and the deteftably cruel facri-
fices of the Heathens, who fometimes volun<
tarily, and without any divine injuné&ions,
offered up their own children, under the no-
tion of appeafing the anger of their gods, An
abfolute command from God himfelf—as in
the cafe of Abraham—-entirely alters the mo-
ral nature of the a&ion ; fince he, and he on-
ly, has a perfe@t right over the lives of his
creatures, and may appoint whom he will,
either angel or man, to be his inftrument of
deftru@ion. That it was really the voice of
God, which pronounced the command, and
not a delufion, might be made certain to
Abraham’s mind, by means we do not com-
prehend, but which we know to be within
the power of him who made our fouls as well
as bodies, and who can controul and dire&t
every faculty of the human mind: and we
may be affured, thatif he was pleafed to re-
veal himfelf fo miraculoufly, he would not
leave a pofiibility of doubting whether it was
a real or an imaginary revelation : thus the

facrifice of Abraham appears to be clear of
all
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all fuperftition, and remains the nobleft in-
fance of religious faith and fubmiffion that
was ever given by a mere man: we cannot
wonder that the bleffings beftowed on him for
it fhould have been extended to his pofterity.
- —This book proceeds with the hiftory of
Ifaac, which becomes very interefling to us,
from the touching fcene I have mentioned—
and ftill more fo, if we confider him as the
type of our Saviour : it recounts his mar-
riage with Rebecca—the birth and hiftory of
“his two fons, Jacob, the father of the twelve
tribes, and Efau, the father of the Edomites
or Idumeans—the exquifitely affecting ftory
of Jofeph and his brethren—and of his tranf-
planting the Ifraelites into Egypt, who there
multiplied to a great nation.

In Exopus, you read of a feries of won-
ders, wrought by the Almighty, to refcue the
opprefled Ifraelites from the cruel tyranny of
‘the Egyptians, who, having firft received them
as guefts, by degrees reduced them to a ftate
of flavery. By the moft peculiar mercies and
exertions in their favour, God prepared his
chofen people to receive, with reverent and

52 obedient
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obedient hearts, the folemn reftitution of thofe

‘primitive laws, which probably he had reveal-
ed to Adam and his immediate defcendants,
or which, at leaft, he had made known by the
dictates of confcience, but which, time, and
the degeneracy of mankind, had much obfeu-
red. This important revelation was made to
them in the Wildernefs of Sinah : there, afs
fembled before the burning mountain, fur-
rounded ¢¢ with blacknefs, and darknefs, and
<¢ tempeft,” they heard the awful voice of
God pronounce the eternal law, imprefling it
on thejr hearts, with circumftances of terror,
but without thofe encouragements and thofe
excellent promifes, which were afterwards of-
fered to mankind by Jefus Chrift. Thus were
the great laws of morality reftored to the Jews,
and through them tranfmitted to other na-
tions ; and by that means a great reflraint was
oppofed to the torrent of vice and impiety,
which began to prevail over the world.

To thofe moral precepts, which are of per-
petual and univerful obligation, were fuper-
added, by the miniftration of Mofes, many
peculiar inftitutions, wifely adapted to differ-
- ent ends—either to fix the memiory of thofe
: paft
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paft deliverances, which weré figurative of 2 |
future and far greater falvation—to place in~
violable barriers between the Jews and the
idolatrous nations, by whom they were: fure
rounded—or, to- be the civil law, by which
the community was to be governed.

To conduét this feries of events, and to el-
tablifh thefe laws with his people, Ged raifed
up that great prophet Mofes, whofe faith and
- piety enabled him: to undertake and exccute
the moft arduous enterprizes, and to. purfue,,
with unabated zeal, the welfare of his coun-
trymen ; €ven in the hour of death, this ge~
perous, ardous fHll prevailed : his, lalt mo~
ments were employed in fervent: prayers for
their profperity, and, in rapturous gratitude,
for the glimple vouchfafed him of 2 Saviour,
far greater than himfelf, whom God would
one day raife up to his psople.

Thus did Mofes, by the.excellency of his
faith, obtain a glorious pre-eminence among
the faints and prophets in heaven; while, on
earth, he will be ever revered, as the firft of
thofe benefactors to mankind, whofe labours

C 4 ; S o >
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for the public good have endeared their me-
mory to all ages, i b

- The next book is LeviTicus, which con-
tains little befides the laws for the peculiar
ritual obfervance of the Jews, and therefore
affords no great inflru&ion to us now 3 you
may pafs it over entirely : and, for the fame
reafon, you may omit the firft eight chapters
of NumeERs. The reft of Numbers is chief.
ly a continuation of the hiftory, with fome
ritual laws, -

In DEuTERONOMY, Mofes makes 2 recas
pitulatién of the foregoing hiftory, with zea-
lous exhortations to the people, faithfully to
worthip and obey that God, who had worked .
fuch amazing wonders for them : he promifes
them the nobleft temporal bleflings, if they
prove obedient, and adds the moft awful and
ftriking denunciations againft them, if they
rebel, or forfake the true God. I have before
obferved, that the fan@ions of the Mofaic law
were temporal rewards and punithments, thofe
of the New Teftament are ¢ternal » Thefe laft,
as they are fo infinitely more forcible than the

firft,
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firft, were referved for the laft, beft gift to
mankind—and were revealed by the Mefliah,
in the fulleft and cleareft manner. Mofes, in
this book, dire&s the method in which the
Tiraelites were to deal with the feven nations,
whom they were appointed to punifh for their
profligacy and idolatry ; and whofe land they
were to poflefs, when they had driven out the
old inhabitants. He gives them excellent
laws, civil as well as religious, which were
ever after the flanding municipal laws of that
people.—This book concludes with Mofes’
fong and death.

The book of JosHua contains the con-
quefts of the Ifraelites over the feven nations,
and their eftablifhment in the promifed land.
—Their treatment of thefe conquered nations
muft appear to you very cruel and unjuft, if
you confider it as their own a&, unauthorized
by a pofitive command : but they had the moft
abfolute injun&ions, not to fpare thefe corrupt
people—¢¢ to make no covenant with them,
« nor thew mercy to them, but utterly to de-
< ftroy them.” And the reafon is given—
¢ left they thould turn away the Ifraclites from

¢ following



26 Ou the Study of the Holy Scriptures.

¢ following the Lord, that they might ferve
¢ other Gods *.”” The children of Ifrael are
to. be confidered a5 infiruments in the hand of
the Lord, to punith thofe, whofe idolatry and
wickednefs had defervedly brought deftruttion
on them : this example, therefore, cannot be
Pleaded in behalf of cruelty, or bring any im-
putation on the chara&er of the Jews. With
regard to other cities, which did not belong
to thefe feven nations, they were direGed to
deal with them, according to the common law
of arms at that time, If the city fubmitted, it
became tributary, and the people were fpared ;
if it refifted, the men were to be flain, but the
women and children faved 4. Yet, though
the crime of cruelty cannot be juftly laid to
their charge on this occafion, you will obferve
in the courfe of their hiftory, many things re-
corded of them, very different from what you
would expe&t from the chofen people of God,
if you fuppofed them fele¢ted on account of
 their own merit : their national character was
by no means amiable ; and, we are.repeatedly
told that they were not chofen for their fupe-

% Deut, chap, ii, t Ibid. chap. xx.
rior
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sior righteoufnefs—¢¢ for they were a ftiff-
s¢ necked people, and provoked the Lord
« with their rebellions from the day they
s left Egypt.”—* You have been rebellious
¢¢ agzinft the Lord, fays Mofes, from the day
¢ that T knew you *.”—And he vehemently
exhorts them, not to flatter themfelves that
their fuccefs was, in any degree, owing to
their own merits. They were appointed to be
the fcourge of other nations, whofe crimes
rendered them fit obje&s of divine chaftife-
ment. For the fake of righteous Abraham,
<heir founder, and perhaps for many other
wife reafons, undifcovered to us, they were
fole@ed from a world over-run with idolatry,
to preferve upon earth the pure worfhip of the
one only God, and to be honoured with the
birth of the Mefliah, 2mongft them. For this
end, they were precluded by divine command,
from mixing with any other people, and de-
fended by a great number of peculiar rites and
obfervances, from falling into the corrupt
worfhip practifed by their neighbours.

The book of Jupcrs, in which you will

% Deuts chap, 1% VeTs 24+

find
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find the aH;e&i‘ng' ftories of Sampfon and of
Jephtha, carries on the hiftory from the death

of ]oﬂiua, about two hundred and fifty years;

'but,f the fa&@s are not told in the times in

which theyhappened, which makes fome con-
fufion and it wil] be neceffary to confult the

marginal dates and notes, as well as the jn-

dex, in order to get any clear idea of the fyc.

ceflion of events, during that period.

The hiftory then proceeds regularly through
the two books of SAMUEL, and thofe of -
Kixgs : nothing can be more interefting and
entertaining than the reigns of Saul, David,
and Solomon: but, after the death of Solomon,
when ten tribes revolted from his fon Reho-
boam, and became 2 {eparate kingdom, you
will find fome difficulty in underftanding dif-
tin&tly the hiftories of the two kingdoms of
Ifrael and Judah, which are blended together,
and, by the likenefs of the names, and other
particulars, will be apt to confound your mind,
without greatattention to the different threads
thus carried on together : the Index here wil
be of great ufe to you. The fecond baok of
Kings concludes with the Babylonith capti-

vity,
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vity, 588 years before Chrift—till which |
time, the kingdom of Judah had defcended
uninterruptedly in the line of David.

The firft book of CHRONICLES begins with
a genealogy from Adam, through all the tribes
of Ifrael and Judah ; and the remainder is the
fame hiftory, which is contained in the books
of Kings, with little or no variation, till the
feparation of the ten tribes: From that period,
it proceeds with the hiftory of the kingdom of
Judah alone, and gives therefore 2 more regu-
lar and clear account of the affairs of Judah
than the book of Kings. You may pals over
the firft book of Chronicles, and the nine firft
chapters of the fecond book : but, by all
means, read the remaining chapters, as they
will give you more clear and diftinét ideas of
the hiftory of Judah than that you read in the
fecond book of Kings. The fecond of Chro-
nicles ends, like the fecond of Kings, with

the Babylonifh captivity.

 You muft purfue the hiftory in the book of
Ezra, which gives an account of the return
of fome of the Jews, on the edi¢t of Cyrus,
and of the rebuilding the Lord’s temple.

NEHEMIAH
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NEHEMIAH carries on the hiftory, for
about twelve years, when he himfelf was go-
vernor of Jerufalem, with authority to re-
build the walls, &c.

The ftory of EsTrzr is prior in time fo
that of Ezra and Nehemiah ; as you will fee
by the marginal dates ; however, as it hap-
- pened during the feventy years captivity, and
is a kind of cpifode, it may be read in its own
place. -

‘This is the laft of the canonical books that
is properly hiftorical ; and I would therefore
_ advife, that you pafs over what follows, till

you have continued the hiftory through the
apocryphal books.

The ftory of Jog is probably very ancient,
though that is a point upon which learned
men have differed: it is dated, however, 1520
years before Chrift : I believe it is uncertain
by whom it was written : many parts of it are
obfcure, but it is well worth ftudying, for the
extreme beauty of the poetry, and for the noble
and {ublime devotion it contains, The fubje&
of the difpute, between Job and his pretended
friends, feems to be, whether the providence

g i of
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of God diftributes the rewards and punifh-
ments of this life, in exa& proportion to the
merit or demerit of each individual. His an-
tagonifts fuppofe that it does : and therefore
infer from Job’s uncommon calamities that,
notwithftanding his apparent righteoufnefs,
he was in reality a grievous finner : They ag-
gravate his {uppofed guilt, by the imputation
of hypocrify, and call upon him to confefs it,
and to acknowledge the juftice of his punifh-
ment. Job afferts his own innocence and vir- .
tue in the moft pathetlc manner, yet does not
prefume to accufe the fupreme Being of in-
juftice. Elihu attempts to arbitrate the matter,

by alledging the impoffibility that fo frail and
ignorant a-creature as man thould comprehend
the ways of the Almighty, and, therefore,
condemns the unjuft and cruel inference the
three friends had drawn from the fufferings of
Job. He alfo blames Job for the prefumption
of acquitting himfelf of all iniquity, fince the
beft of men are not pure in the fight of God—
but all have fomething to repent of ; and he
advifes him to make this ufe of his afflictions.
At laft, by a bold figure of poetry, the fu-

preme
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preme Being himfelf is introduced, fpeaking
from the whirlwind, and filencing them al] by
the moft fublime difplay of his own power,
magnificence, and wifdom, and of the compa-
rative littlenefs and ignorance of man.— This
indeed is the only conclufion of the argument
which could be drawn, ata time when life
and immortality were not yet brought to light.
A future retribution is the only fatisfactory
folution of the difficulty arifing from the fuf.
ferings of good people in this life.

Next follow THE Psavms, with which you
cannot be too converfant, If you have any
tafke, either for poetry or devotion, they will
be your delight, and will afford you a conti-
nual feaft.  The Bible tranflation is far better
than that ufed in the Common-prayer Book ;
and will often give you the fenfe, when the
other is obfcure. In this, as well as in a])
other parts of the fcri pture, you muft be care-
ful always to confult the margin, which gives
you the corre&ions made fince the laft tranf-
lation, and is generally preferable to the words
of the text. I would with you to fele&t fome
of the Pfalms that Pleafe you beft, and get

’ them

8
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them by heart; or, at leaft, make yourfelf
miftrefs of the fentiments contained in them :
Dr. Delany’s Life of David will fhew you
the occafions on which feveral of them were
compofed, which add much to their beauty
and propriety, and by comparing them with
the events of David’s life, you will greatly
enhance your pleafure in them. Never did
the fpirit of true piety breathe more ftrong-
ly than in thefe divine fongs ; which, being
added to a rich vein of poetry, makes them
more captivating to my heart and imagination
than any-thing I ever read.  You will confi-
der how great difadvantages any poems muft
fuftain from being rendered literally into
profe, and then imagine how beautiful thefe
muft be in the original. May you be enabled,
by reading them frequently, to transfufe into
your own breaft that holy flame which in-
fpired the writer | —To delight in the Lord,
and in his laws, like the Pfalmift—to rejoice
in him always, and to think ¢ one day in his
¢« courts better than a thoufand |”’—But, may
you efcape the heart-piercing forrow of fuch
repentance as that of David—by avoiding fin,

D which
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which humbled this unhappy king to the duft
~—and which coft him fuch bitter anguifh,
as it is impoflible to read of without being
moved. Not all the pleafures of the moft
profperous finner could counterbalance the
hundredth part of thofe fenfations, defcribed
in his Penitential Pfalms—and which muft
be the portion of every man, who has fallen
from a religious ftate into fuch erimes, when
once he recovers a fenfe of religion and virtue,
and is brought to a real hatred of fin s how-
ever available {uch repentance may be to the
- fafety and happinefs of the foul after death,
it is a flate of fuch exquifite fuffering here,
that one cannot be enough furprized at the
folly of thofe, who indulge in fin, with the
hope of living to make their peace with God,
by repentance. Happy are they who preferve
their innocence unfullied by any great or wil-
ful crimes, and who have only the common |
failings of humanity to repent of ; thefe are
fufficiently mortifying to a heart deeply fmit-
ten with: the love of virtue and with the defire
of perfection.—There are many very ftriking

prophecies: of the Mefliah, in thefe divine
fongs ;
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fongs ; particularly in Pfalm xxii: fuch may
be found fcattered up and down almoft
i HTrCU'ghout the Old Teftament. To bear
teftinrony to him is the great and ultimate
end, for which the fpirit of prophecy was be-
ftowed on the facred writers :—but this will
appear more plainly to you, when you enter
on the ftudy of prophecy, which you are now
much too yo{‘i’hg to undertake.

The ProvERBs and ECCLESIASTES aré
rich ftores of wifdom ; from which I wifh you
to adopt fuch maxims as may be of infinite
ufe, both to your temporal and eternal inte-
reft. But, detached fentences are a kind of
reading not proper to be continued long at a
time ; a few of them well chofen and digeft-
ed, will do you much more fervice, than to
read half a dozen chapters together ; in this
refpet they are directly oppofite to the hifto-
rical books, which, if not read in continua-
tion, can hardly be underftood, or retained
to any -purpofe.

The Soxc of SoLomoN is a fine poem—
but its myftical reference to religion lies too
deep for a common undeérftanding : if -you

D2 read
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read it therefore, it will be rather as matter
of curiofity than of edification.

Next follow the PropuEcIEs, which
though highly deferving the greateft attention
and {tudy, I think you had better omit for
fome years, and then read them with a good
expofition ; as they are much too difficult for
you to underftand, without affiftance. Dr.
Newton on the prophecies will help you
mucl, whenever you undertake this ftudyp
—which, you thould by all means do, when
your underftanding is ripe enough ; becaufe
one of the main proofs of our religion refts
on the teftimony of the prophecies ; and they .
are very frequently quoted, and referred to,
in the New Teftament : befides, the fubli-
mity of the language and fentiments, through
all the difadvantages of antiquity and tranfla-
tion, muft, in very many paflages, ftrike every
perfon of tafte ; and the excellent moral and
religious precepts found in them muft be ufe~
ful to all,

- Though I have fpoken of thefe books, in
the order in which they ftand, I repeat that
they are[not to be read in that order—but
: that
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that the thread of the hiftory is to be purfued,
from Nehemiah, to the firft book of the
MACCABEES, in the Apocrypha ; taking
care to obferve the Chronology regularly,
by referring to the Index, which fupplies the
deficiencies of this hiftory, from Fofephus’s
Antiguities of the Fews. The firft of Mac-
cabees carries on the ftory, till within 195
years of our Lord’s circumcifion : The fe~
cond book is the fame narrative, written by
2 different hand, and does not bring the hif-
tory fo forward as the firft; fo that it may
be entirely omitted, unlefs you have the cu-
riofity to read fome particulars of the heroic
conftancy of the Jews, under the tortures
infli¢ted by their heathen cdnquerors, with
a few other things not mentioned in the firfl
book.

" You muft then connect the hiftory by the
help of the Index, which will give you brief
heads of the changes that happened in the
ftate of the Jews, from this time; till the

birth of the Meffiah.
The other books of the Apocrypha.,
though not admitted as of facred authority,

D 3 have
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have many things well worth your attention s
particula_rly the admirable book called Ec-
CLESIASTICUS, and the Book oF Wisbom,
But, in the courfe of reading which I ad-
vife, thefe muft be omitted ti]] after you hayve
gone through the Gofpels and Adts, that
you may not lofe the hiftorical thread,—]
muft referve however what I have to {ay to
you, concerning the New Teftament, to
another letter,
‘Adieu, my dear!

| D )1 U A W+ 6

MY DEAREST NIECE,

WE come now to that part of fcrip-
ture, which is the moft important

of all ; and which you muft make your con-
ftant ftudy, not only till you are thoroughly
acquainted with it, but all your life long ;
becaufe, how often foever repeated, it is im-
poflible to read the life and death of our
blefled Saviour, without renewing and in-
creafling
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creaﬁhg in our hearts that love, and reve-
rence, and gratitude towards him, which is
fo juftly due for all he did, and fuffered, for
us ! Every word that fell from his lips is
more precious than all the treafures of the
earth ; for his ¢¢ are the words of eternal
< Jife 1 They muft therefore be laid up
in your heart, and conftantly referred to,
on all occafions, as the rule and direGion
of all your actions ; particularly thofe very
comprehenfive moral precepts he has gra-
cioufly left with us, which can never fail to
dire& us aright, if fairly and honeftly ap-
plied : fuch as  whatfoever ye would that
€ men fhould do unto you, even fo do unto them.”’
— There is no occafion, great or {mall, on
which you may not fafely apply this rule,
for the diretion of your conduct : and,
whilft your heart honeftly adleres to it, you
can never be guilty of any fort of injuftice
or unkindnefs. The two great command- -
ments, which contain the fummary of our
duty to God and man, are no lefs eafily re-
tained, and made a ftandard by which to
judge our own hearts.—* To love the Lovd our

D 4- ek G\’]l;.].
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 God, with all our bearts, with all sy
¢ minds, with all our Srengths and our neigh=
¢ bour (or fellow-creature) 45 ourfelves.”
“ Love worketh no ill to his neighbour;””
therefore, if you have true benevolence,
you will never do any thing injurious to in-
dividuals, or to fociety. Now, all crimes
whatever, are (in their remoter confequences
at leaft, if not immediately, and apparently )
injurious to the fociety in which we live,
It is impofiible £ Jyv, God, without defiring
to pleafe him, and, as far as we are able,
to refemble him; therefore, the love of God,
muft lead to every virtue in the higheft de.
gree : and, we may be fure, we do not truly
love him, if we content ourfelves with avoid-
ing flagrant ﬁns, and do not ftrive, in good
earneft, to reach the greateft degree of per-
feCtion we are capable of. Thus do thofe
few words dire& us to the higheft Chriftian
virtue, Indeed, the whole tenor of the gof-
pel is to offer us every help, direétion, and
motive, that.can enable us to attain that de<

gree of perfe@ion, on which depends our

eternal cood,
What
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What an example is fet before us in our
bleffed Mafter ! How is his whole life, from
earlieft youth, dedicated to the purfuit of
true wifdom, and to the praétice of the moft
exalted virtue | When you fee him, at
twelve years of age, in the temple amongft
the doors, hearing them, and afking them
queftions on the fubje of religion, and
. aftonifhing them all with his underftanding
and anfwers—you will “fay, perhaps,—
<« Well might the Son of God,even at thofe
< years, be far wifer than the aged; but,
< can a mortal child emulate fuch heavenly
« wifdom? Can fuch a pattern be propofed
¢¢ to my imitation ?”’—Yes, my dear;—r¢-
member that he has bequeathed to you his
heavenly wifdom, as far as concerns your
own good. He has left you fuch declara-
tions of his will, and of the confequences of
your aftions, as’ you are, €ven now, fully
2ble to underftand, if you will but attend to
them. - If then you will imitate his zeal for
knowledge, if you will delight in gaining
 formation and improvement; you may
cven now become ¢ wife unto falvation.” —

Un-
'
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Unmoved by the praife he acquired amongft
thefe learned men, you fee him meekly re-
turn to the fubjection of 2 child, under thofe
‘who appeared to be his parents, though he
was in reality their Lord - you fee him re-
turn to live with them, to work for them,
and to be the joy and folace of their lives ;
till the time came, when he was to enter on
that fcene of public action, for which his
heavenly father had fent him from his own
right hand to take upon him the form of a
Ppoor carpenter’s fon, What 3 leflon of hu-
mility is this, and of obedience to parents !
—When, having received the glorious tefti-
mony from heaven, of his being the beloved
Son of the moft High, he enters on his pub-
lic miniftry, what an example does he give
us, of the moft extenfive and conftant bene-
valence I—how are all his hours fpentin do-
ing good to the fouls and bodjes of men |—
not the meaneft finner is below his notice :
~—to reclaim and fave them, he condefcends
to converfe familiarly with the moft corrupt,
as well as the moft abject.  All his miracles
are wrought to benefit mankind ; not one to
punifh
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punifh and affliét them, Inftead of ufing the

almighty power, which accompanied him,
to the purpofe of exalting himfelf and tread-
ing down his enemics, he makes no other
ufe of it than to heal and to fave.

When you come to read of his fufferings
and death, the ignominy and reproach, the
forrow of mind, and torment of body which
he {ubmitted to—when you confider, that it
was for all our fakes—¢ that by his ftripes
¢¢ e are healed”—and by his death we are
raifed from deftruction to everlafting life—
what can I fay that can add any thing to the
fenfations you muft then feel 2—No power
of language can make the fcene more
touching than it appears in the plain and
fimple narrations of the evangelifts. The
heart that is unmoved by it can be {carcely
human :—but, my dear, the emotions of
tendernefs and compun&ion, which almoft
every one feels in reading this account, will
be of no avail, unlefs applied to the true end
—unlefs it infpires you with a fincere and
warm affe@ion towards your blefled Lord—
with a firm refolution to obey his commands ;

—1t0
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—to be his faithful difciple—and ever to re-
nounce and abbor thofe fins, which brought
mankind under divine condemnation, and
from which we have been redeemed, at fo
dear a rate, Remember ' that the title of
Chriftian, or follower of Chrift, implies 2
more than ordinary degree of holinefs and
goodnefs,  As our otives to virtue are
ftronger than thofe which are afforded to the
reft of mankind, our guilt will be propor-
tionably greater if we depart from it,

Our Saviour appears to have had three
great purpofes, in defcending from his glory,
and dwelling amongft men. The firft, to
~ teach them true virtue, both by his exam-
.ple and precepts : The fecond, to give them
the moft forcible motives to the pra&ice of -
it, by «c bringing life and immorta]ity to
“ light: by fhewing them the certainty of
a refurre@ion “and judgment, and the abfo-
lute neceflity of obedience to God’s laws.
The third, to facrifice himfelf for us, to ob-
tain by his death the remiflion of our fins
upon our repentance and reformation, and
the power of beftowing on his fincere fol- -

lowers
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lowers the ineftimable gift of immortal hap-
pinefs. |

What a tremendous fcene of the la/? day
does the gofpel place before our eyes [—of
that day when you, and every one of us,
{hall awake from the grave; and behold the
Son of God, on his glorious tribunal, at-
tended by millions of celeftial beings, of
whofe fuperior excellence we can now form
* no adequate idea :—When, in prefence of all
mankind, of thofe holy angels, and of the
great judge himfelf, you muft give an account
of your paft life, and hear your final doom,
from -which there can be no appeal, and

which muft determine your fate, to all eter-

nity. Then think—if for a moment you
can bear the thought-—what will be the de-
{olation, fhame and anguifh of thofe wretch-
ed fouls, who fhall hear thefe dreadful
words 3—<Depart from me, ye curfed, into
s¢ gverlafling fire, prepared for the devily and
4¢ bis angels.”’—Oh ! —my beloved child l—

I cannot fupport €ven the idea of your be-
coming one of thofe undone, loft creatures.
—1 truft in God’s mercy, that you will

make
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make a better ufe of that knowledoe of his
will, which he has vouchfafed you, and of
thofe amiable difpofitions he has given you,
Let us therefore turn from this horrid, this
infupportable view—and rather endeavour
to imagine, as far as is poffible, what will be
the fenfations of your foul, if you fhall hear
our heavenly judge addrefs you in thefe
tranfporting words— Comey thoy bleffed of
¢ my Father, inberit the kingdom prepared for
¢ youy from the Joundation of the world”—
Think, what it muft be, to become an obe
ject of the efteem and applaufe— ot only of
all mankind affembled together—but of all”
the hott of heaven, of our bleflod Lord him«
felf—nay—of his and our almighty Father:
to find your frail fieth changed in a moment
into a glorious celeftial body, endowed with
perfect beauty, heaith and agility—to find
your foul cleanfed from all jts faults and in-
firmities; exalted to the pureft and nobleft
aH‘e&ions——overﬂowing with divine love and
rapturous gratitude '~—to have your under-
ftanding enlightened and refined—your heart
enlarged and purified—ang every power, and
8 dif-
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difpofition of mind and body, adapted to the
higheft relith of virtue and happinefs |—
Thus accomplifhed, to be admitted into the
fociety of amiable and happy beings, all
united in the moft perfect peace and friend-
thip, all breathing nothing but love to God,
and to each other j;—with them to dwell in
{cenes more delightful than the richeft ima-
gination can paint—free from every pain and
care, and from all poflibility of change or
fatiety :—but, above all, to enjoy the more
immediate prefence of God himfelf-—to be
able to comprehend and admire his adorable
perfe@ions in a high degree, though ftill far
fhort of their infinity—to be confcious of his
love and favour, and to rejoice in the light
of his countenance [—but here all imagina-
tion fails:—W e can form no idea of that
blifs which may be communicated to us by
fuch a near approach to the fource of all
beauty and all good :—We muft content
ourfelves with believing thatit is what mor-
tal eye hath not feen, nor car heard, neither bath
it entered into the heart of man to concerve.
The crown of all our joys will be to know

that

P e A SRR
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that we are fecure of poflefling them fof ever
— What a tranfporting idea !

My deareft child! can you refle& on all
thefe things, and not feel the moft earneft
longings after immortality ?—Do not all
other views and defires feem mean and tri= .
fling, when compared with this ? — And does
not your inmoit heart refolve that this fhall
be the chief and conftant obje& of its withes
and purfuit, through the whole courfe of
your life !—If you are not infenfible to that
defire of happinefs, which feems woven into
our nature, you cannot furely be unmoved
by the profpect of fuch a tranfcendant degree
of it ; and that, continued to all eternity—
- perhaps continually increafing. You can-
mot but dread the forfeiture of fuch an in-
‘heritance as the moft infupportable evil |—
Remember then—remember the conditions
on which alone it can be obtained. God
will not give to vice, to careleflnefs, or floth,
the prize he has propofed to virtue. You
have every help that can animate your en-
deavours :—You have written laws to dire&
you—the example of Chrift and his difci-

& ples
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ples to encourage you—the moft awakening:
motives to engage you-—aﬁd you haye, be=
fides, the comfortable promife of conftant
affiftance from the Holy Spirit, if you dili=
gént]y and fincerely pray for it. O, my
dear child |—let not all this merey be loft up-
on you—but give your attention to this your
only important concern, and accept, with
profound gratitude, the ineftimable advan-
tages that are thus affectionately offered you.
Thouglh the four Gofpels are each of them

a narration of the life, fayings, and death of
Chrift ; yet, as they are not exaétly alike,
but fome- circumftances and fayings, omitted
in one, are recorded in another, you muft
make yourfelf perfectly miftrefs of them all,
TrE AcTs of the holy apoftles, endowed
with the Holy Ghoft, and authorized by
their divine Mafter, come next in order to be
read.—Nothing can be more interefting and
edifying, than the hiftory of their adtions—
of the piety, zeal, and courage, with which
they preached the glad tidings of falvation
—and of the various exertions of the won-
derful powers conferred on them by the
B Holy
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Holy Spirit, for the confirmatiop. of theu'
miflion, :
- The chara&ter of St. Paul, and his mira-
culous converfion, demand your particular
attention : moft of the apoftles were men of
low birth and education ; but St. Paul was
2 Roman citizen; that is, he pofleffed the
privileges annexed to the freedom of the city
of Rome, which was confidered as an high
diftin&ion in thofe countries, that had been
conquered by the Romans. He was edu-
' cated amongft the moft learned fe& of the
Jews, and by one of their principal doctors.
He was a man of extraordinary eloquence,
as appears not only in his writings, but in
feveral fpeeches in his own defence, pro-
nounced before governors and courts of juf-
tice, when he was called to account for the
do&rines he taught.—He feems to have been
of an uncommonly warm temper, and zea-
lous in whatever religion he profefled : this
zeal, before his converfion, fhewed itfelf in
the moft unjuftifiable actions, by furioufly
perfecuting the “innocent Chriftians : but,

though his actions were bad, we may be
’ fure
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fure his intentions were good ; otherwife we
fthould not have feen a miracle employed to
convince him of his miftake, and to bring
him into the right way. This example may
affure us of the mercy of God towards mif-
taken confciences, and ought to infpire us
with the moft enlarged charity and good-will
towards thofe, ‘whofe erroneous principles
miflead their conduct : inftead of refentmernt
and hatred againft their perfons, we ought
only to feel an active with of afiifting them
to find the truth, fince we know not whe-
ther, if convinced, they might not prove,
like St. Paul, chofen veflels to promote the
honour of God, and of true religion, It is
not my intentipn now to enter with you into
any of the ar/éﬁments for the truth of Chrif-
tianity, otherwxfe it would be impoflible
wholly to pa{'s over that which arifes from
this remarkable converfion, and which has
been fo admirably illuftrated by a noble wri-

ter *, whofe tract on this fubjett is in every
body’s hand.

Next follow the EpistrEs, which make
#* Lord Lyttelton,

¥-2 a very
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a very important part of the New Tefta-
ment; and you cannot be too much employ-
-ed in reading them. = They contain the moft
excellent precepts and admonitions, and are
of particular ufe in explaining more at large
feveral doctrines of Chriftianity, which we
could not fo fully comprehend without them.
There are indeed in the Epiftles of St. Paul,
many paflages hard to be underftood : Such,
in particular, are the firft eleven chapters to
the Romané; the greater part of his Epiftles
to the Corinthians and Galatians ; and feve-
ra] chapters of that to the Hebrews. Inftead
of perplexing yourfelf with thefe more ab-
fcure paflages of fcripture, 1 would wifh
“you to employ your attention chiefly on thofe
‘that are plain; and to judge of the doétrines
taught in the other parts, by comparing
them with what you find in thefe. It is
through tthe negle of this rule, that many
have been led to draw the moft abfurd doc-
trines from the holy fciptures.—Let me par-
ticularly recommend to your- careful perufal
the -12th, /' 13th, 14th, and 15th chapters of
the Epiftle to the Romans, In the 14th

chapter,
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chapter, ‘St. Paul has in view the difference
between the Jewith and Gentile (or Hea-
then) converts at that time; the former
were difpofed ' to look with horror on the
latter, for their impiety in not paying the
fame regard to the diftin&ions of days and
meats, that they did; and the latter, on
the contrary, were inclined to look with
contempt on the former, for their weaknefs
and fuperftition. Excellent is the advice’
which the Apoftle gives to both parties:
he cxhorts the Jewifh converts not to judge,
and the Gentiles not to defpife ; remember-
ing that the kingdom of heaven is not meat
and drink, but righteoufnefs, and peace,
and joy in the Holy Ghoft : —Endeavour to
conform yourfelf to this advice; to acquire
a temper of univerfal candour and benevo-
lence: and learn neither to defpife nox con-
demn any perfons on account of their parti=
cular modes of faith and worfhip : remem-
bering always, that goodnefs is confined to
no party—that there are wife and worthy
men among all the feéts of Chriftians—and

B3 i #that,
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that, to his own mafter, every one muft
ftand or fall, ‘
I will enter no farther into  the feveral
points difcufled by St. Paul in- his various
epiftles— moft of them too intricate for your
underftanding at prefent, and many of them
beyond my abilities to flate clearly. T .will
- only again recommend to you, to read thofe
paflages frequently, which, with fo much
fervour and energy, excite you to the prac=
tice of the moft exalted picty and beneyo-
lence. © I ithe: effufions of ia heart, warmed
with the tendereft affeQion for the whole
human race—if precept, warning, encou-
ragement, example, urged by an eloquence
which fuch affe@ion only could infpire, are
capable of influencing your mind—you can=
not fail to find, in fuch parts of his epiftles
as are adapted to your underftanding,  the
frongeft perfuafives to every virtue that can
adorn and improve your natute, ,
‘The Epiftle of St. James is entirely prac-
tical, and cxceedingly fine;  you camnot
ftudy it too much. « It foeims particularly
defigned



On the Study of the Holy Scripturess 55
defigned to guard Chriftians againft mifun~
derftanding fome things in St. Paul’s writ-
ings, which have been fatally perverted to
the encouragement of a dependance on faith
alone, without good works. But the more
rational commentators will tell you, that by
the works of the law, which the apoftle af
ferts to be incapable of juftifying us, he
means, not the works of moral righteouf-
nefs, but the ceremonial works of the Mo-
{aic law ; on which the Jews laid the great=
eft firefs, as neceflary to falvation. But St.
James tells us, that ¢ if any man among us
¢ feem to be religious, and bridleth not his
< tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, that
< man’s religion is vain.””  And that ¢¢ pure
< religion, and undefiled before God and
¢t the Father, is this: to vifit the fatherlefs
¢ and widow in their afliction, and to keep
<¢ himfelf unfpotted from the world.” Faith
in Chrift, if it produce not thefe effells, he
declares is dead, or of no power.

The Epiftles of St. Peter are alfo full of
the beft inftruéions and admonitions, con-

cerning the relative duties of life;; amongit
E 4 which
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which are fet forth the duties of; women ‘in
general, and of wives ip particular, ' Seme
part. of his. fecond Epiftle is prophetical’;
warning the  church of falfe 'teachers, and
falfe doétrines, which thould undermine mo<’
rality, and difgrace the caufe of Chrifti-
anity.

The firft of S¢. Jonw is written in a
highly figuratiye ftyle, which makes it in
fome parts harg to be underftood : but the
{pirit of divine love, which it fo fervently
exprefles, renders it highly edifying and de-
1ightfu1.~That love of God and of man
which this beloved apofile fo _péthetical_ly
T€Commends, is in truth the effence of reli-
gion, as oyy Saviour himfelf informs us.

The book of REVELATIONS containg a
prophetical account of moft of the great
events relating to the Chriftian church,
which were to happen from the time of the
writer, St. John, to the end of the world.
Many learned men have taken a great deal
of pains to explain it ; and they have done
this in many inftances very fuccefsfully :
but, I think, it is yet too foon for you to.
ftudy
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ftudy this part of feripture; fome years
hence perhaps there may be no objection to
your, attempting it, and taking into your
hands the beft expofitions to affift you in
reading fuch of the moft difficult parts of
" the New Teftament as you cannot now be
fuppofed to underftand.—May Heaven direct
you in ftudying this facred volume, and ren-
der it the means of making you wife unto
falvation |—May you love and reverence, as
it deferves, this blefled and invaluable book,
which contains the beft rule of life, the,
cleareft declaration of the will and laws of
the Deity, the reviving aflurance of favour
to true penitents, and the unfpeakably joy-
ful tidings of eternal life and happinefs to
all the truly virtuous, through Jefus Chrift,
the Saviour and Deliverer of the world !

Adieu.

LETTER
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L BYEOE E RaibIv,

YO U will have read the New TFeftas

ment to very little purpofe, my dear-
eft Niece, if you do not perceive the great
end and intention of all jts precepts to be the
improvement and regulation of the heart '
not the outward a&ions alone, but the in-
ward affections which give birth to them,
are the fubjeéts of thofe precepts; as appears
in our Saviour’s explanation ¥ of the comw
mandments delivered to Mofes; and in a
thoufand other pafages of the gofpels, which
it is needlefs to recite. There are no vir-
tues more infifted on, as neceflary to our fu-
ture happinefs, than humility, and fincerity,
or uprightne(s of heart ; yet none more dif=
ficult and rare.  Pride and vanity, the vices
oppofite to humility, are the fources of almoft
all the worft faults, both of men and wos
men.  The latter are particularly accufed—
and not without reafon— of vanity, the vice

¥ Matth. v,
of
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- of Jittle minds, chiefly converfant with tri-
fling fubje&ts. Pride and vanity have been
fuppofed to differ fo effentially, as hardly
ever to be found in the fame perfon. ¢ Too
<« proud to be vain,’’ is no uncommon €x=
preflion ; by which, I fuppofe, is meant, too
proud to be over anxious for the admiration
of others : but this feems to be founded on
miftake. Pride is, I think, an high opinion
of one’s felf, and an affetted contempt of
others : 1 fay affected, for that it is not a
real contempt is evident from this, that the
loweft obje&t of it is important enough to
torture the proud man’s heart, only by refu-
fing him the homage and admiration he re-
quires. Thus Haman could relith none of
the advantages on which he valued himfelf,
whilft that Mordecai, whom he. pretended
to defpife, fat ftill in the king’s gaté, and
would not bow to him as he paffed. But,
as the proud man’s contempt of others is only
affumed with a view to awe them into reve-
rence by his pretended fuperiority, fo it does
not preclude an exireme inward anxiety
about their opinions, and a flavifh depend-

-ance
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ance on them for all his gratifications. Pride,
though a diftin@ paffion, is feldom wunac.
Gompanied by vanity, which is an extrava-
gant defire of admiration, Indeed, I never
faw an infolent perfon, in whom a difcern-
ing eye might not difcover a very large thare
of Vvanity, and of envy, its ufual companion,
One may neverthelefs fee many vain perfons
who are not proud ; though they defire to be
admired,- they do not always admire them-
felves: but as timjd minds are apt to defpair
of thofe things they earneftly wifh for, fo
you will often fee the woman who is moft
anxious to be thought handfome, moft jn..
clined to be diffatisfied with her looks, and
to think all the affiftance of art too little to
attain the end defired. To this caufe, T be-
lieve, we may generally attribute affe@ation 5
which feems to imply a mean opinion - of
one’s own real form, or charaler, while we
ftrive againft nature to alter ourfelves by rj-
diculous contortions of body, or by feigned
fentiments and unnagural manners. ‘There
18 no art fo mean, which, this] mean paflion
will not defcend to for its gratification—no:
: creaturg
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“creature fo infignificant, whofe incenfe it will
not gladly receive. Far from defpifing others,
the vain man will court them with the moft
affiduous adulation ; in hopes, by feeding
their vanity, to induce them to fupply the
craving wants of his own. He will put on

the guife of benevolence, tendernefs, and.

friendfhip, where he feels not the leaft de-
oree of kindnefs, in order to prevall on
good-naturc and gratitude, to like and to
commend him : but if, in any partlcu]ar
cafe, he fancies that airs of infolence and
contempt may fucceed better, he makes no
fcruple to affume them ; though fo aukward-
1y, that he ftill appears to depend on the
breath of the perfon he would be thought
to defpife.  Weak and timid natures feldom
venture to try this laft method ; and, when
they do, it is without the affurance neceflary
to carry it’on with fuccefs : but a bold and
confident mind will oftener endeavour to
command and extort admiration than to
court it. As women are more fearful than
men, perhaps this may be one reafon why
they are' more vain than proud ; whilft the

other

e
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other fex are oftener proud than vain. It is,
I fuppofe, from fome opinion of a certain
greatnefls of mind accompanying the one
vice rather than the other, that many will
readily confefs their pride, nay and even be
proud of their pride, whi}ft every creature
is afhamed of being conviGed of vanity,
You fee, however, that the end of both is
the fame, though purfued by different means ;
or, if it differs, it is in the importance of
the fubje®.—Whilt men are proud of pow-
er, of wealth, dignity, learning, or abilities,
young women are ufually ambitious of no-
thing more than to be admired for theis per-~
fons, their drefs, or their moft trivial accom-
plithments. The homage of men is theijr
grand objeét ; but they only defire them to
be in love with their perfons, carelefs how
defpicable their minds appear, even to thefe
their pretended adorers. T haye known a
woman {o vain as to boaft of the moft dif-
graceful addrefles ; being contented to be
thought meanly of, in points the moft inte-
refting to her honour, for the fake of having
it known, that her perfon ‘was attra®ive
enough
; &
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enough to make a man tranfgrefs the bounds
of refpe&t due to her character, which was
not a vicious one, if you except this intem-
perate vanity., But this paflion too often
leads to the moft ruinous a&ions, always
corrupts the heart, and, when indulged, ren-
ders it, perhaps, as difpleafing in the fight
of the Almighty, as thofe faults which find
leaft mercy from the world ; yet alas! it is
a paffion fo prevailing, I had almoft faid uni-
verfal, in our fex, that it requires all the
efforts of reafon, and all the afiftance of
grace, totally to fubdue it. Religion is in-
deed the only effeGtual remedy for this evil.
If our hearts are not dedicated to God, they
will in fome way or other be dedicated to the
world, both in youth and age. If our ac-
tions are not conftantly referred to him, if
his approbation and favour is not our prin-
cipal objeé, we fhall certainly take up with
the applaufe of men, and make that the rul-
ing motive of our conduct. How melan-
choly is it to fee this phantom {o eagerly fol-
lowed through life {—whilft all that is truly
valuable to us is looked upon with indiffe-

rerenice’s
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rence ; or, at beft, made fubordinate to this’
darling purfuit ! %

Equally vain and abfurd is every {cheme
of life that is not fubfervient to, and does
not terminate in, that great end of our being
—the attainment of real excellence, and of
the favour of God. Whenever this bew
comes fincerely our obje&, then will pride
and vanity, envy, ambition, covetoufnefs,
and every evil paffion, lofe their power over
us; and we fhall, in the language of ferip-
ture, ¢¢ walk humbly with our God.” 'We
fhall then ceafe to repine under our natural or
accidental difadvantages, and feel diffatisfied
only with our moral defe@s ;—we fhall love
and refpect all our fellow-creatures, as the
children of the fame dear parent, and parti-
cularly thofe, who feek to do his will: All
our delight will be ¢ in the faints that ase
¢ in the earth, and in fuch as excel in vir-
“tue.” We fhall with to cultivate good-
will, and to promote innocent enjoymcnt,
wherever we are ;—we fhall ftrive to pleafe,
not from vanity, but from benevolence. In-
ftead of contemplating our own fancied per-

fections,
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feftions, or even real fuperiority with felf-
complacence, religion will teach us to ¢ Jook
« into ourfelves, and fear :”—the beft of us,
God knows, have enough to fear, if we ho-
neftly fearch into all the dark recefles of the
heart, and bring out every thought and in-
tention fairly to the light, to be tried by the
precepts of our pure and holy religion.

It is with the rules of the gofpel we muft
compare ourfelves, and not with the world
around us ; for we know ¢ that the many
¢ are wicked ;”” and that we muft not be
¢¢ conformed to the world.”

How neceflary it is, frequently thus to en-
ter into ourfelves, and fearch out our {pirit,
will appear, if we confider, how much the
human heart is prone to infincerity, and how
often, from being firft led by vanity into at-
tempts to impofe upon others, we come at
laft to impofe on ourfelves.

There is nothing more common than to
fee people fall into the moft ridiculous mif-
takes; with regard to their own characters ;
but I can by no means allow fuch miftakes

to be unavoidable, and therefore innocent:
F They
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Theyarofe fromvoluntary infincerity, andare
continued for want of that ftri& honefty to-
wards ourfelves and others, which the Scrip-
ture calls “/finglenefs of heart 3’ and which in
modern language is termed fimplicity—the
moft enchanting of all qualities, efteemed and
beloved in proportion to its rarenefs.

He, who ¢ requires truth in the inward
¢¢ parts,”” will not excufe our felf-deception ;
for he has commanded us to examine ourfelves
diligently, and has given us fuch rules as can
never miflead us, if we defire the truth, and

are willing to fee our faults, in order to cor-
rect them. But this is the point in which we

are defective ; we are defirous to gain our own
approbation, as well as that of others, at a
cheaper rate than that of being really what
- we ought to be ; and we take pains to per-
fuade ourfelves that we are that which we in-
dolently admire and approve.

There is nothing in which this felf-decep-
tion is more notorious than in what regards
fentiment and feeling. Let a vain young wo-
man be told that tendernefs and foftnefs is the
peculiar charm of the fex—that even their

weaknefs
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“weaknefs is lovely, and their fears beécoming
—and you will prefently obferve her grow fo
tender as to be ready to weep fora fly; fo
fearful, that fhe ftarts at a feather ; and fo
‘weak-hearted, that the fmalleft accident quite
overpowers her. Her fondnefs and affection
becomes fulfome and ridiculous ; her com-
paffion grows contemptible weaknefs ; and
her apprehenfivenefs the moft abjeét cowar-
dice : for, when once fhe quits the direCtion
of Nature, fhe knows not where to ftop, and
contmually expofes herfelf by the moft abfurd
extremes.

Nothing fo effe@ually defeats its own ends’
as this kind of affectation : for though warm
affeftions and tender feelings are beyond mea-
fure amiable and charming, when perfectly
natural, and kept under the due controul of
reafon and principle, yet nothing is*fo truly
difgufting as the affeCtation of them, or even
the unbridled indulgence of fuch as are real,

Remember, my dear, that our feelings were
not given us for our ornament, but to fpur
us on to right actions,—Compaffion, for in-
ftance, was not imprefled upon the human

Fa heart,
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heart, only to adorn the fair face with tears,
and to give an agreeable languor to the eyes;
it was defigned to excite our utmoft endea-
vours to relieve the fufferer. Yet, how often
have I heard that felfifh weaknefs, which flies
from the fight of diftrefs, dignified with the
name of tendernefs I—¢ My friend is, I hear,
““ in the deepeft aflliction and mifery ;—I
¢ have not feen her—for indeed I cannot
s¢ bear fuch fcenes=——they affect me too much!
¢ —thofe who have lefs fenfibility are fitter
¢¢ for this world ;—but, for my part, I own,
“¢ I am not able to fupport fuch things.—1I
¢¢ fhall not attempt to vifit her, till I hear the
¢¢ has recovered her fpirits.,”’—This have I
heard faid, with an air of complacence ; and
the poor felfith creature has'perfuaded herfelf
that {he had finer feelings than thofe generous
friends, who are fitting patiently in the
houfe of mourning—watching, in filence,
the proper moment to pour in the balm of
comfort j—who fupprefled their own fenfa-
tions, and only attended to thofe of the afe
flicled perfon—and whofe tears flowed in
fecret, whilft their eyes and voice were taught

to
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to enhven the finking heart with the appear-
ance of chearfulnefs.

" That fort of tendernefs, which makes us
ufelefs, may indeed be pxtled and excufed, if
owing to natural imbecillity ; but, if it pre-
tends to lovelinefs and excellence, it becomes
¢ruly contemptible.

" The fame degree of a&ive courage is not
to be expeGed in woman as in man; and, not
belonging to her nature, it is not agreeable
in her: But paflive courage—patience, and
fortitude under fufferings—prefence of mind,
and calm refignation in danger—are furely
defirable in every rational creature; efpecially
in one profefling to believe in an over-ruling
Providence, in which we may at all times
‘quietly confide, and which we may fafely
truft with every event that does not depend
upon our own will. ‘Whenever you find

yourfelf deficient in thefe virtues, let it be a

fubject of fhame and humiliation—not of

yanity and felf-complacence: do not fancy
yourfelf the more amiable for that which
really makes you defpicable—but = content
yourfelf with the faults and weaknefles that

Fa belong
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belong to you, without putting on more by
way of ornament. With regard to terder-
nefs, remember that compaflion is beft fhewn ’
by an"ardour to relieve—and affeGion by af-
fiduity to promote the good and happinefs of
the perfons you love : that tears are unamia-
ble, inftead of being ornamental, when Vo-.
luntarily indulged 5 and can never be attrac-,
tive but when they flow irrefiftibly, and avoid
obfervation as much as .poffible.: The fame
‘may be faid of every other mark of paffion.
It attra&ls our fympathy, if involuntary and
not defigned for our notice-—It offends, if we
fee that it is purpofely indulged and obtruded
on our obfervation.

Another point, on which the heart is apt
to deceive itfelf, is generofity : we cannot
bear to fufpect ourfelves of bafe and ungene-
rous feclings, therefore we let them work
Without attending to them, or we endeavour
to find out fome better motive for thofe ac-
tions, which really flow from envy and malig-
nity. Before you flatter yourfelf that you are
:igene:ous benevolent perfon, take care to
examine whether you are rgally glad of every

advantage
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advantage and excellence, which your friends
and companions poffefs, though they are fuch
as you are yourfelf deficient in. If your fif-
ter or friend makes a greater proficiency than
yourfelf in any accomplifhment, which you
are in purfuit of, do you never wifh to ftop
her progrefs, inftead of trying to haften your
own ?

The boundaries between virtuous emula~
tion and vicious envy are very nice, and may
be eafily miftaken. ‘The firft will awaken
your attention to your own defeéts and excite
your endeavours to improve; the laft will
make you repine at the improvements of
others, and wifh to rob them of the praife
they have deferved. Do you fincerely rejoice
when your fifter is enjoying pleafure or com-
mendation, though you are at the fame time
in difagreeable or mortifying circumftances?
—Do you delight to fee her approved and be~
Joved, even by thofe who do not pay: you
equal attention ?—Are you afflicted and hum-
bled, when fhe is found to be in fault, though

you your{elf are remarkably clear from the:

fame offence 2—If your heart affures you of

¥ 4 the:
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the affirmative to thefe queftions, then may
you think yourfelf a kind fifter, and a gene<
rous friend : for, you muft obferve, my dear,
that fcarcely any creature is {o depraved as
not to be capable of kind affections in fome
circumttances, We are all naturally benevo-
lent, when no felfith intereft interferes, ‘and
where no advantage is to be given up: we
can all pity diftrefs, when it lies complaining
at our feet, and confefles our fuperiority and
happier fituation ; but I have feen the fufferer
himfelf become the object of envy and ill-
will, as foon as his fortitude and greatnefs of
mind had begun to attra&® admiration, and
to make the envious perfon feel the fuperio-
rity of virtue above good fortune,

To take fincere pleafure in the bleflings
and excellencies of others is 2 much furer
mark of benevolence than to pity their cala=
mities : and, you muft always acknowledge
yourfelf ungenerous and felfith, whenever you
are lefs ready to ¢« rejoice with them that do
‘¢ rejoice, ”> than to ¢ weep with them that
¢ weep.”  If ever your commendations' of
others are forced ‘from you, by the fear of

bctraymg
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betraying your envy—or if ever you feel a
fecret defire to mention fomething that may
2bate the admiration given them, do not try
to conceal the bafe difpofition from yourfelfy
fince that is not the way to cure it.

Human nature is ever liable to corruption,
and has in it the feeds of every vice, as well
as of every virtue ; and, the firft will be con-
tinually fhooting forth and growing up, if
" not carefully watched and rooted out as faft
as they appear. It is the bufinefs of religion
to purify and exalt us, from a ftate of imper-
feGtion and infirmity, to that which is necef=
fary and effential to happinefs. Envy would
make us miferable in heaven itfelf, could it
be admitted there; for we muft there fee be-
ings far more excellent, and eonfequently
more happy than ourfelves ; and, till we can
rejoice in feeing virtue rewarded in propors=
tion to its degree, we can never hope to be
among the number of the blefled.

Woatch then, my dear child, and obferve-

every evil propenfity of your heart, that you
may in time correct it with the afliftance of

that grace which along can conquer the evils
‘ of
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. prlat nature, and which you muft conftantiy
and earneftly implore, ]

* I muft add, that evepn thofe vices which
y'ou would moft bluth to own, and which
moft. effetually defile and vilify the female
heart, may by degrees be introduced into
yours—to the ruin of that virtue, withous
which, mifery and thame muft be your por-
tion—unlefs the avenues of the heart are
guarded by a fincere abhorrence of every thing:
that appreaches towards evil. Would you
be of the number of thofe blefled, ¢“who are
¢ pure in heart,”—you muft hate and avojd
every thing, both in books and in converfa
tion, that conveys impure ideas, however
neatly cloathedin decent language, or recom-
mended to your tafte by pretended refine-
ments, and tender fentiments—by elegance
of flile, or force of wit and genius.

I muft not now begin to give you my
thoughts on the regulation of the affe@ians,,
as that is a fubje@ of too much confequence
to be foon difmiffed—1I fhall dedicate to it my
next letter ; jn the mean time, believe me,

Your ever affeclionate;.
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EHEAT PIRER AN

=V H E attachments of the heart, on which
alinoft all the happinefs or mifery of

life depends, are moft intcrefting obje&ts of
our confideration. I fhall give my dear niece
the obfervations which experience has enabled
me to draw from real life, and not from what
others have faid or written, however great
their authority. '
. The firlt ‘attachment of young hearts is
ﬁiend_/lvip-'—the nobleft and happieft of affec=
tions, when real and built on a folid founda-
tion ; but, oftener pernicious than ufeful to
very young people, becaufe the connection
itfelf is i)} underftood, and the fubjects of 1t
frequently ill chofen. Their firft error is that
of fuppofing equality of age, and exac& fimi-
larity *of - difpofition ‘indifpenfibly requifite
in friends ; whereas thefe are circumftances

which in great meafure difqualify them for

affifting each other in moral improvements,
ér fupplying each other’s defecls 3 they ex-
- pofe
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pofe them to the fame dangers, and inclina
them to encourage rather than corret each
other’s failings, s
The grand cement of this kind of friend<
fhip is telling fecrets, which they ‘call confi<
dence ; and [ verily believe that the defire of
having fecrets to tell, has often helped to
draw filly girls into very unhappy adventures.
If they have no lover or amour to talk of, the
too frequent fubjec of their confidence, is be-
traying the fecrets of their families ; or con-
* juring up fancied hardthips to complain of
againft their parents or relations : this odious
cabal, they call friendthip ; and fancy them-
felves dignified by the profeflion ; but nothing
is more different from the reality, as is feen
by obferving how generally thofe early friend- -
thips drop off, as the parties advance in years
and underftanding.

Do not you, my dear, be too ready to pro-
fefs a friendthip with any of your young com-
panions. - Love them, and be always ready
% ferve and oblige them, and to promote all
their innocent gratifications : but, be very
€areful how you enter into confidences with

girls
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girls of your own age. Rather choofe fome
perfon of riper years and judgment, whofe
good-nature and worthy principles may aflure
you of her readinefs to do you fervice, and
of her candour and condefcenfion towards
you. -
I do not expeé that youth fhould delight
to aflociate with age, or fhould lay open its
feelings and inclinations to fuch as have al-
moft forgot what they were, or how to make
proper allowance for them 3 but if you are
fortunate enough to meet with a young wo-
man eight or ten years older than yourfelf, of
good fenfe and good principles, to whom you
can make yourfelf agreeable, it may be one
of the happieft circumftances of your lifes
She will be able to advife and to improve you
—and your defire of this afliftance will re-
commend you to her tafte, as much as her
fuperior abilities will recommend her to you.
$uch a connection will afford you more plea-
fure, as well as more profit, than you can
expect from a girl like yourfelf, equally un-
provided with knowledge, prudence; or any

Shi . of
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of thofe qualifications, which are neceflary to
~make fociety delightful, .
- With a friend, fuch as I haye defcribed,
of twenty-three or twenty-four years of age,
you can hardly pafs an hour without finding -
youtfelf - brought forward in fome ufeful
knowledge ; without learning fomething of
the world, or of your own nature, fome rule
of behaviour, or fome neceflary caution in
the conduc of life: for, even in the gayeft
converfations, fuch ufeful hints may often be
gathered from thofe, whofe_knowledge and
experience are much beyond our o, When-
ever you find yourfelf in real want of advice,
or feek the relief of unburdening your heart,
fuch a friend will be able to judge of the feel-
ings you defcribe, or of the circumftances
you are in—perhaps from her own experience
~—or, at leaft, from the knowledge fhe will
have gained of human nature 5 the will be
able to point out your dangers, and to guide
you into the right path—or, if fhe finds her-
felf incapable, fhe will have the prudence to
dire& you to fome abler advifer, The age I
2 have
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_ have mentioned will not prevent her joining
in your pleafures, nor will it make her a dull
or grave companion; on the contrary, the
will have more materials for entertaining con-
verfation, and her livelinefs will fhew itfelf
more agreeably than in one of your own age.
Y ours therefore will be the advantage in fuch
a conne&ion ; yet, do not defpair of being
admitted into it, if you have an amiable and
docile difpofition. Ingenuous youth has many
charms for a benevolent mind ; and, as no-
thing is more endearing than the exercife of
benevolence, the hope of being ufeful and
beneficial to you will make her fond of your
company. ‘ :

I have known fome of the. fweeteft and
moft delightful connetions between perfons
of different ages, in which the elder has re-
ceived the higheft gratification from the af-
fe&xion and docility of the youngersy whilft
the latter has gained the nobleft advantages
from the converfation and counfels of her
wifer friend. Nor has the attachment been
without ufe as well as pleafure to the elder
party. She has found that there is no better

way
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way of improving one’s own attainments thazn
by imparting them to another; and the de-
fire of doing this in the moft acceptable way
has added a fweetnefs and gentlenefs to her
manner, and taught her the arts of infinuating
inftruction, and of winning the hearts whilft
fhe convinces the underftanding.

I hope, my dear, you in your turn will
be this ufeful and engaging friend to your
younger companions, particularly to your
fifter and brothers, who ought ever—unlefs
they {hould prove unworthy—to be “your
neareft and deareft friends, whofe intereft and
welfare you are bound to defire as much as
your own. If you are wanting here, do not
fancy yourfelf qualified for friendthip with
others, but, be aflured, your heart is too nar-
row and {elfith for fo generous an affe@ion.

Remember that the end of true friendthip
is the good of its obje&, and the cultivation
of virtue, in two hearts emulous of each other,
and defirous to perpetuate their fociety be-
' yond the grave. Nothing can be more con-
trary to this end than that mutual intercourfe
of flattery, which fome call friendthip. A

real
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real friend will venture to difpleafe me, ra~
ther than indulge my faulty inclinations, or
increafe my natural frailties ; fhe will endea-
vour to make me acquainted with myfel'f,-‘
and will put me upon guarding the weak+
parts of my character.

- Friendfhip, in the higheft fenfe of the
word, can only fubfift between perfons of:
fri&t integrity, and true generofity. Before-
you fancy yourfelf poflefled of fuch a treafure,:
ybu thould examine the value of your own:
heart, and fee how well it is qualified for o’
facred a connection: and then, a harder tatk’
remains—to find out whether the o.bjeé’c of-
your affetion is alfo endued ‘with the fame
virtuous difpofition. Youth and inexperience:!
are ill able to penetrate inte charalters: the
leaft appearance of good attra&s their admi-'

ration, and they immediately fuppofe they

have found the object they purfued.
. It is a melancholy confideration that the

judgment can only be formed by experience,

which generally comes too late for our own
ufe, and-is{feldom accepted for that of others,

I‘fear it is in vain -for me. to tell you what"

G dangerous
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dangerous miftakesI made in the early choice
of friends—how incapable I then was of find-
_ing out fuch as were fit for me, and how lit-
tle I was acquainted with the true nature of
friendfhip, when I thought myfelf moft fer-
vently engaged in it!—I am fenfible all this
will hardly perfuade you to choofe by the
eyes of others, or even to fufpeét that your
own may be deceived. Yet, if you fhould
give any weight to my obfervations, it may
not be quite ufelefs to mention to you fome
of the eflential requifites in a friend; and to
exhort you never to choofe one in whom they
are wanting.

The firft of thefe is 2 deep and fincere re-
gard for religion. If your friend draws her
principles from the fame fource with yourfelf,
if the gofpel precepts are the rule of her life,
as well as of yours, you will always know
what to expect from her, and have one com-
mon ftandard of right and wrong to refer to,
by which to regulate all material points of
condu&t. The woman who thinks lightly of
facred things, or who is ever heard to fpeak
of them with levity or indifference, cannot

' reafonably
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reafonably be expected to pay 2 more ferious
regard to the laws of friendfhip, or to be uni-
formly punétual in the performance of any
of the duties of fociety : take no fuch perfon
to your bofom, however recommended by
good-humour, wit, or any other qualification;
nor let gaiety or thoughtleflnefs be deemed
an excufe for offending in this important
point: a perfon habituated to the love and
reverence of religion and virtue no more
wants .the guard of ferious confideration to
reftrain her from fpeaking difrefpeétfully of
them than to prevent her fpeaking ill of her
deareft friend. In the livelieft hour of mirth,
the innocent heart can diftate nothing but
what is innocent : it will immediately take
alarm at the apprehenfion of doing wrong,
and ftop at once in the full career of youthful
fprightlinefs, if reminded of the neglect or
tranfgreflion of any duty, Watch for thefe
fymptoms of innocence and goodnefs, and
admit no one to your entire affetion, who
would ever perfuade you to make light of any
fort of offence, or who can treat with levity

G2 or
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or contempt any perfon or thing that bears
a relatlon to religion. '
CAdue regard to reputatlon is the next in-
dlfpenfable quahﬁcatxon —<¢ Have regard to

¢ thy name,” faith the wife fon of Sirach,
‘F for that will continue with thee above a
< thoufand great treafures of gold.” The
young perfon who is carelefs of blame, and
indifferent to the efteem of the wife and pru-
dent part of the world, is not only a moft dan-
gerous companion, but gives a certain proof
of the want of retitude in her own mind.
Difcretion is the guardian of all the virtues 5
and, when fhe forfakes them, they cannot
long refift the attacks of an enemy. There
is a profligacy of fpirit in defying the rules of
decorum, and defpifing cenfure, which fel-
dom ends otherwife than in extreme corrup-
tion and utter ruin. Modefty and prudence
are qualities that early difplay themfelves and
are eafily difcerned : where thefe do not ap-
pear, you fhould avoid, not only friénd(hip,
but every ftep towards intimacy, left your
own charaéter thould fuffer with that of your
companion ;
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companion ; but, where they thine forth in
any eminent degree, you may fafely cultivate

'3n acquaintance, in the reafonable hope of
| ﬁhding'the folid fruits of virtue beneath fuch
fweet and promifing blofloms : fhould‘ you
be difappointed, you will at leaft have run no
rifque in the fearch after them, and may che=
rifh as a creditable acquaintance the perfon
fo adorned, though fhe may not deferve a

place in your inmoft heart.
* The underftanding muft next be examined :
and this is a point, which requires fo much
underftanding to judge of in another, that I
muft earneftly recommend to you, not to rel y
entirely on your own, but to take the opinion
of your older friends, I do not with you to
{feek for brightand uncommon talents, though
thefe are fources of inexhauftible delight and
improvement, when found in company with
folid judgment and found principles. Good
{enfe (by which I mean a capacity for reafon-
ing juftly and difcerning truly) applied to
the ufes of life; and exercifed in diftinguith-
ing charaéters and dire&ting condud, is alone
aeceflary to an intimate connedtion ; . bug,
57 without
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without this, the beft intentions, though cer-
tain of reward hereafter, may fail of produ-
cing their effes in this life ; nor can they
fingly conftitute the chara&er of an ufeful
and valuable friend. - On the other hand, the
moft dazzling genius, or the moft engaging
wit and humour, can but ill anfwer the pur-
pofes of friendfhip, without plain common
* fenfe and a faculty of juft reafoning.

‘What can one do with thefe who will not
be anfwered with reafon—and who, when
you are endeavouring to convince or perfuade
them by ferious arguments, will parry the
blow with a witty repartee or a ftroke of poig=-
nant raillery? I know not whether fuch a
reply is lefs provoking than that of an obfti-
nate fool, who anfwers your firongeft reafons
with—¢¢ What you fay may be very true,
- *“but this is my way of thinking.”—A fmall
acquaintance with the world will fhew you
inftances of the moft abfurd and foolifh con-
duét in perfons of brilliant parts and enter-
taining faculties, But how trifling is the
talent of diverting an idle hour, compared
with true wifdom and prudence, which are

perpetually
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perpetually wanted to direft us fafely and
happily through life, and to make us ufeful
and valuable to others !

Fancy, I know, will have her fhare in
friendthip, as well as in love ; —you muft
pleafe, as well as ferve me, before I can
love you as the friend of my heart. But
the faculties that pleafe for an evening may
not pleafe for life. The humorous man
foon runs through his ftock of odd ftories,
mimickry, and jeft; and the wit, by con-
ftantly repeated flafhes, confounds and tires
one’s intelle@, inftead of enlivening it with
agreeable furprize: but good fenfe can nei-
ther tire nor wear out; it improves by ex-
ercife—and increafes in value, the more it
is known : the pleafure it gives in conver=
fation is lafting and fatisfaCtory, becaufe it
is accompanied with improvement ; its worth
is proportioned to the occafion that calls for
it, and rifes higheft on the moft interefting
topics ; the heart, as well as the underftand-
ing, finds its account in it ; and our nobleft
interefts are promoted by the entertainment
we receive from fuch a companion.

G 4 A good
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© A good temper is the next quaIificatiorr,
the value of which in a friend, you will
want no arguments to prove, when you are
truly convinced of the neceffity of it in your-
felf, which I fhall endeavour to thew you in
a following letter. But, as this is-a quality
in which you may be deceived, without a
fong and intimate acquaintance, you muit
not be hafty in forming conneétions, before
you have had fufficient opportunity for mak-
ing obfervations on this ‘head. -~ A -young
perfon, when pleafed and enlivened by the
prefence of her youthful companions, feldom
thews ill temper; which muft be extreme
indeed, if it is not at leaft controllable in
fuch f{ituations. But, you muft watch her
behaviour to her own family, and the de=
gree of eftimation fhe ftands in with them,
- Obferve her manner to fervants and infes
riors—to children—and even to animalg;
See in what manner fhe bears difappoint-
ments, contradiction, and reftraint; and
what degree of vexation the exprefles on- any
accident of lofs or trouble. If in fuch little
trials fhe thews a meek, refigned, and chears
" Wi ful
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ful temper, fhe will probably preferve it on
greater occafions 5 but if fhe is impatient
and difcontented under thefe, how will fhe
fupport the far greater evils which may await
her in her progrefs thro’ life ?—If you fhould
have an opportunity of feeing:her in ficknefs,
obferve whether her complaints are of a mild
and gentle kind, forced from: her by pain,
and reftrained as much as poflible—or whe-
ther they are expreflions of a turbulent, re~
bellious mind, that hardly fubmits to the
divine hand. See whether fhe is traable,
confiderate, kind, and grateful to thofe
about her : or whether ‘fhe takes the oppor-
tunity, which their compaffion gives her, to
tyrannize over, and torment them. Women
are in general very liable to ill health, which
muft neceffarily make them in fome meafure
troublefome and difagreeable to thofe they
live with.  They fhould therefore take the
‘more pains to lighten the burden as-much as
poflible, by patience:and good-humour ; and
be careful not to let their infirmities break
in, on the health, freedom, or enjoyments
of others, more than is needful and. jufts

Some
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Some ladies feem to think it very improper
for any perfon within their reach to enjoy
a moment’s comfort while they are in pain ;
and make no feruple of facrificing to their
own leaft convenience, whenever they are
indifpofed, the proper reft, meals, or re-
frefhments of their fervants, and even fome-
times of their hufbands and children. But
their felfithnefs defeats its own purpofe, as
it weakens that affeGion and tender pity
which excites the moft afliduous fervices, and
affords the moft healing balm to the heart of

the fufferer. 1
I have already exprefled my withes that
your chofen friend may be fome years older
than yourfelf ; but this is an advantage not
always to be obtained. Whatever be her
age,—religion, difcretion, good fenfe, and good
¢empey, muft on no account be difpenfed
with 5 and, till you can find one fo quali-
fied, you had better make no clofer connec-
tion than that of 2 mutual intercourfe of ci=
vilities and good ‘offices. But, if it is al-
ways your aim to mix with the beft com-
pany, and to be worthy of fuch fociety, you
will
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will probably meet with fome one among
them deferving your affetion, to whom you
may be equally agreeable.

When I fpeak of the beft company, I do
not mean in the common acceptation of the
word—perfons -of high rank and fortune—
but rather the moft worthy and fenfible, It
is however very important to a young wo-
man to be introduced into life on a refpect~
able footing, and to converfe with thofe
whofe manners and ftyle of life may polifh
her behaviour, refine her fentiments, and
give her confequence in the eye of the world.
Your equals in rank are moft proper for in-
timacy, but to be fometimes amongft your
fuperiors is every way defirable and advan-
tageous, unlefs it fhould infpire you with
pride, or with the foolith defire of emulating
their grandeur and expence.

Above all things avoid intimacy with thofe.
of low birth and education ; nor think it 2
mark of humility to delight in fuch fociety 3
for it much oftener proceeds from the mean-
eft kind of pride, that of being the head of
the company, and feeing your companions

fubfervient
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fubfervient to you. = The fervile flattery and
fubmiffion, -which ufually recommend fuch
people, and make amends for their ignorance
end want of converfation, will infallibly
corrupt your heart, and make all company in~
fipid from whom you cannot expe& the fame
homage. Your manners and faculties, in-
fread of improving, muft be continually
lowered to fuit you to your companions; and,
believe me, you will find ‘it no eafy matter
to raife them again to a level with thofe of
polite and well-informed people. ke
The greateft kindnefs and civility to infe-
riors is perfe@ly confiftent with proper cau-
tion on this head. Treat'them always with
'aﬁ'ability, and talk to them of their own af-
fairs, with‘an affeGtionate intereft ; but ne-
ver make them familiar, nor admit them as
affociates in your diverfions : but, above all,
never truft them with your fecrets, which is
putting - yourfelf entirely in their power,
and fubjeing yourfelf to the moft fhameful
flavery.. The only reafon for making choice
of fuch’ confidents muft be the certainty that
ithey will not venture to blame or contradi&
: inclinations,
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inclinations, -which, you jare confcious no
true friend would encourage., But this - is a
meannefs into Wthh I truft: you are'in no
danger of falling. I rather hope you will
have the laudable ambition of {pending yous
time chiefly with thofe whofe {uperior talents;
education, and pohtenefs, may continually
improve you, and whofe fociety will do you
honour However let no advantage of this
kind weigh againft the want of principle.
1 have long ago refolved with David, that
as far as lies in my power, ¢ I will not

< know a wicked perfon.” Nothing can
" compenfate for the contagion. of bad ex~
ample, and for the danger of wearing off by
ufe that abhorrence of evil actions: and fen-
timents which every innocent mind fets out
with, but which an indifcriminate acquaint~
ance in the world foon abates, and at length
deftroys.

If you are good, and feek frxendfhxp only
amongft the good, I truft you will be happy
enough to find it.. The wife fon of Sirach

pronounces that you will,—% <€ A faithfal

# Ecclus, ve
¢ friend,”’
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¢ friend,” faith he, “ is the medicine of
‘ life; and he that feareth the Lord thall
€ find him. ' Whofo feareth the Lord thall
¢ direct his friendthip aright : for as he is,
 fo fhall his neighbour be alfo.”—1p the
fame admirable book, you will find direc-
tions how to choofe and to preferve a friend,
Indeed there is hardly a circumftance in life,
concerning which you may not there meet
with the beft advice imaginable. Caution
in making friendthips is particularly recom-
mended.—* <¢ Be in peace with many, ne-
¢ verthelefs have but one counfellor of a
‘¢’ thoufand.—1If thou wouldft get a friend,
¢ prove him firft, and be not hafty to cre-
¢ dit him ; for fome man is a friend for his
“ own occafion, and will not abide in the
¢ day of trouble. And there is a friend
¢ who, being turned to enmity and ftrife,
“ will difcover thy reproach.” Again—
*¢ Some friend is a companion at the table,
“¢ and will not continue in the day of thy
 affliction ; but in thy profperity he will
“ be as thyfelf, and will be bold over thy
* Ecclus, vie

¢¢ fervants :
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< fervants : if thou be brought low, he will
t¢ be againft thee, and will hide himfelf from
« thy face.”— Chap. ix. 10.—¢ Forfake
¢¢ not an old friend ; for the new is not com=-
¢¢ parable to him—A new friend is as new
¢ wine ; when it is old, thou fhalt drink it
¢¢ with pleafure.”

When you have difcreetly chofen, the next
point is how to preferve your friend. Num-
bers complain of the ficklenefs and ingrati-
tude of thofe on whom they beftowed their
affe@ion ; but few examine, whether what
they complain of is not owing to themfelves.
Affe&ion is not like a portion of freehold-
land, which when once fettled upon you
is a pofleflion for ever, without further
trouble on your part. If you grow lefs de-
ferving, or lefs attentive to pleafe, you muft
expet to fee the effeéts of your remiflnefs,
in the gradual decline of your friend’s efteem
and attachment. Refentment and reproaches
will not recall what you have loft ; but, on
the contrary, will haften the diflolution of
every remaining tye. The beft remedy is,
‘to renew your care and affiduity to deferve

and
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and cultivate affection, without {eeming te,
have perceived its abatement,  Jealoufy and,
dlf’sru{’c are the bane of friendfhip, whofe ef- .
fence is efteem and affiance, But if Jealoufy
is exprefled by unkind upb_:aldmgs, or, what,
is worfe, by cold haughty looks and infolent:
contempt, it can hardly fail, if often re-; .
peated, to realize the misfortune, which at
firft perhaps was imaginary. Nothing can.
be more an antidote to. affeion than fuch .
behaviour, or than the caufe.‘of,it,.which,:
in reality, is nothing but pride.;. though the.
jealous perfon lvx;oul_d fain attribute it to un-;
common. tendernefs and delicacy ; But ten~.
dernefs is never fo exprefled ; it .is indeed !
deeply fenfible of unkindnefs, but it cannot:
be unkind ;—it may fubfift with anger, but:
1ot with contempt ;—it may be weakened,:
or even killed, by ingratitude ; but it cannot
be changed into hatred. Remember always, :
that if you would be Joved, you muft be ami--
able. - Habit'may indeed, for-a time, fupply
the deficiency of merit : what we have long"
loved, we ‘do not eafily ceafe to love; but’
habit will at length be conquered by fre-:
B il . quent
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quent difgufts.—<¢ % Whofo cafteth 2 ftope
“at the birds, frayeth them away ; and he
¢ that upbraideth his friend, breaketh friend-
¢ fhip. Though thou dreweft a fword at
€¢ thy friend, yet defpair not, for there may
““be a returning to favour.—If thou haft
“¢ opened thy mouth againft thy friend, fear
¢¢ not, for there may be a reconciliationy ex-
“¢ cept for upbraiding, or pride, or difclofing
¢ of fecrets, or a treacherous wound,—for, for
“ thefe things every friend will depart.”

I have hitherto fpoken of a friend in the fin-
gular number, rather in compliance with the -
notions of moft writers, who have treated of
friendthip, and who generally {uppofe it can
have but one object, than from my own ideas.
The higheft kind of friendthip is indeed con-
fined to one ;—I mean the conjugal—which,
in its perfetion, is fo entire and abfolute an
union, of intereft, will, and affe&ion, as no
other conne@ion can ftand in competition
with. But there are various degrees of friend-
thip, which can admit of feveral objeéts,
efteemed, and delighted in, for different qua-

* Ecclus, xxii. 20,

H lities
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lities—and whofe feparate rights are perfectly
compatible. Perhaps it is not poffible to love
two perfons exactly in the fame degree ; yet;
the difference may be fo fmall, that none of
the parties can be certain on which fide the
fcale preponderates.

It is a narrownefs of mind to wifh to con=
fine your friend’s affection folely to yourfelf ;
fince you are confcious that, however perfect
your attachment may be, you cannot poflibly
fupply to her all the bleffings the may derive
from feveral friends, who may each love her
as well as you do, and may each contribute
largely to her happinefs. - If the depends on
you alone for all the comforts and advantages
of friendthip, your abfence or death may leave
her defolate and forlorn.- If therefore you
prefer her good to your own felfith gratifica-
tion, you fhould rather ftrive to multiply her
friends, and be ready to embrace in your af-
fections all who love her,and deferve her love :
this generofity will bring its own reward, by
multiplying the fources of your pleafures and
fupports ; and your firft friend will love you
‘the more for fuch an endearing proof of the

extent
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extent of your affe@ion, which can ftretch to
receive all who are dear to her. But if, on
the contrary, every mark of efteem fhewn
."to another excites uneafinefs or refentment in
* you, the perfon you love muft foon feel her
connection with you a burden and reftraint.
She can own no obligation to fo felfith an at-
tachment; nor can her tendernefs be increafed
by that which leflens her efteem. - If the is
really fickle and ungrateful, the is not worth
your reproaches: if not, the muft be reafon-
ably offended by fuch injurious imputations,
You do not wé’.nt to be told, that the ftri&-
eft fidelity is required in friendthip: and
though poflibly inftances might be brought,
in which even the fecret of a friend muft be
facrificed to the calls of juftice and duty, yet
thefe are rare and doubtful cafes, and we may
venture to pronounce that ¢ * Whofo dif-
¢¢ covereth fecrets, lofeth his credit, and thall
¢¢ never find a friend to his mind.”” —¢ I ove
¢ thy friend, and be faithful unto him : but
¢ if thou bewrayeft his fecrets, follow no
“ more after him.—For as a man that hath

* Ecclus. xxvii. 16.

H 2 ¢¢ deftroyed
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«¢ deftroyed his enemy, fo haft thou deftroyed
< the love of thy friend.—As one that let~
< teth a bird go out of his hand, o haft thou
¢¢ Jot thy neighbour ge. Follow :no more af-
¢ ter himyfor he is too far.off ; he isas a ree
& '.e[caped out of the {nare.—As for a wound
¢ it may 'be bound up; and after revilings
¢ there may be yeconcilement ; but he that
¢ bewrayeth fecrets, is without hope.”

But, in -order to reconcite this invieldble
hdelity with the duty you owe to yourfelf or
others, you muft carefully guard againft be-
ing made the repofitory of fuch fecrets as are
not fit to be kept. If your friend fhould en-
gage n avy unlawful purfuit—if, for in-
flange, fhe fhould intend to-carry onan affair
of love, unknown te her parents—you muft
firft ufe your utmoft .endeavours to diffuade
her fromit; and, if fhe perfifts, pofitively and
folemnly declare againft being a.confident in
fuch aicafe. Suffer her not to {peak to you.on
the fubjeét, and warn her to forbear acquaint-
ing yowwith.any ftep fheamay propofe to take
towards a marriage unfanétified by parental
approbation, “T'ell her,: yonwould think it

; your
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your duty to apprize her parents of the dan-
ger into which fhe was throwing herfelf.
However unkindly the may take this at the
time, fhe will certainly efteem and love you
the more for ity whenever fhe recovers a fenfe
of her duty, or experiences the fad effe@s of
fwerving from it. '

T'here is another cafe, which I fhould not
choofe to fuppofe pofiible, in addrefling myfelf
to fo young a perfon, was it not that too many
inftances of it have of late been expofed to
public animadverfion : I mean the cafe of a
married woman, who encourages ot tolerates
the addrefles of a lover. May no fuch perfon
be ever called a friend of yours ' but if ever
one whom, when innocent, you had loved,
fhould fall into fo fatal an error, I can only
fay that, after proper remonftrances, you mufk
immediately withdraw from all intimacy and
confidence with her. Nor let the abfurd pre-
tence of sunocent intentions, in fuch circum«
ftances, prevail with you to lend your coun=
tenance, a moment, to difgraceful condu&t.
"There cannot be innocence, in any degree of
é’ndu]gence to unlawful paffion. The facred

k3 obligations
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obligations of marriage are very ill underftood
by the wife, who can think herfelf innocent,
while the parlies with a lover, or with love—
and who does not fhut her heart and ears
againft the moft diftant approaches of either.
A virtuous wife—though fhe fhould be fo
unhappy as not to be fecured by having her
ftrongeft affeGtions fixed on her hufband—
will never admit an idea of any other man, in
the light of a lover; but, if fuch an idea
fhould unawares intrude into her mind, fhe
would inftantly ftifle it, before it grew ftrong
enough to give her much uneafinefs. Not to
the moft intimate friend—hardly to her own
foul—would fhe venture to confefs a weak-
nefs, the would fo fincerely abhor. Whenever
therefore fuch infidelity of heart is made a
fubject of confidence, depend upon it the cor-
ruption has {pread far, and has been faultily
indulged. Enter not into her counfels : Shew
her the danger the is in, and then, withdraw
yourfelf from it, whilft you are yet unfullied
by contagion, :
It has been fuppofed a duty of friendfhip to
lay open every. thought and every feeling of

ey
LA
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the heart to our friend. But I have juft men-
tioned a cafe, in which this is not only unne-
ceflary but wrong. A difgraceful inclination,
which we refolve to conquer, thould be con=
cealed from every body ; and is more eafily
fubdued when denied the indulgence of talk-
ing of its object; and, I think, there may be
other inftances, in which it would.be moft
prudent to keep our thoughts concealed even
from our deareft friend. Seme things I would
communicate to one friend, and not to ano-
ther, whom perhaps I loved better, becaufe I
might know that my firft friend was not fo
well qualified as the other to counfel me on
that pa.rticular fubjet: a'natural bias on her
~ mind, {fome prevailing opinion, or fome con-
ne&ion with perfons concerned, might make
her an improper confident with regard to one
particular, though qualified to be fo, on all
other occafions.

The confidence of: friendfhip is indeed one
of its {weeteft pleafures and greateft advan-
tages. 'T'he human heart often ftands in need
of fome kind and faithful partner of its cares,
in whom it may repofe all its weaknefles, and

‘ H 4 with:
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with whom it is fure of finding the tenderef¥
~ {fympathy. Far be it from-me to fhut up the
heart with cold diftruft, and rigid cautiony
or to adopt the odious maxim, that < e
¢¢ fhould live with a friend, as if he were one
¢ day to become an enemy.” But we muft
not wholly abandon prudence in any fort of
connection ; fince when every guard is laid
afide, our unbounded opennefs may injure
others as well as ourfelves. Secrets enfrufted
to us muft be facredly kept even from our
neareft friend ; for we have no right to dif
pofe of the fecrets of others.

If there is danger in making an improper
choice of friends; my dear child, how much
more fatal would it be to miftake ina ftronger
kind of attachment—in that which leads to
an irrevocable engagement for life! yet fo
much niore is the underftanding blinded,
when once the fancy is captivated, that it
feems-a defperate undertaking, to convince a
girl in love that fhe has miftaken the cha-
racter of the man fhe prefers.

If the paflions would wait for the decifion
of judgment; and if a young woman could

~ have
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have the fame opportunities of examining in=
to the real charaéter of her lover, as into that
of a female candidate for her friendfhip, the
fame rules might dire& you in the choice of
both 3 for, marriage being the higheft {tate of
friendfhip, the qualities requifite in a friend
are {till more important in a hufband, But
young women know fo little of the world,
efpecially of the other fex, and fuch pains are
ufually taken to deceive them, that they are
every way unqualified to choofe for them-
felves, upon their own judgment. Many a
heart-ach fhall I feel for you, my fweet girl,
if I live a few years longer l—Since, not on-
ly all your happinefs in this world, but your
advancement in religion and virtue, or your
apoftacy from every good principle you have
been taught, will probably depend on the com-
panion you fix to for life. Happy will it be
for you if you are wife and modeft enough to
withdraw from temptation, and preferve your
heart free and open to receive the juft recom-
mendation of your parents : farther than a
recommendationy I dare fay they will never
g0, in an affair; which, though it hould be

begun
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begun by them, ought never to be proceeded’
in without your free concurrence,

* Whatever romantic notions you may hear,
or read of; depend upon it, thofe matches
are the happieft which are made on rational
grounds—on fuitablenefs of charaer, degree,
and fortune—on mutual efteem, and the pro-

fpect of a real and permanent friendfthip, Far
~ be it from me, to advife you to marry where
you do not love ;—a mercenary marriage is a
deteftable proftitution :==But, on the other
hand, an union formed upon mere perfonal’
liking, without the requifite foundation of
efteem, without the fan&ion of parental ap-
probation, and, confequently, without the
blefling of God, can be produ&ive of nothing:
but mifery and thame. The pafiion, to which-
every confideration of duty and prudence is
facrificed, inftead of fupplying the lofs of all
other advantages, will foon itfelf be changed
into mutual: diftruft—repentance—reproaches
—and finally perhaps into hatred. The diftref-
fes it brings will be void of every confolation :
you will have difgufted the friends who fhould
be your fupport—debafed yourfelf in'the eyes

: of
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of the world—and, what is much worfe, in
your own eyes, and even in thofe of your huf=
band : above all, you will have offended that
God, who alone can fhield you from calamity.
From an‘aé like this, I truft, your duty and
gratitude toyour kind parents—the firft of du-
ties next to that we owe to God, and infepa-
rably connected with it—will effeually pre-
ferve you. But moft young people think they
have fulfilled their duty, if they refrain from
a&ually marrying againft prohibition: They
{uffer their affections, and even perhaps their -
word of honour to be engaged, without con-
fulfing their parents : yet fatisfy themfelves
with refolving not to marry without their con-
fent: not confidering that, befide the wretch-
ed, ufclefs, uncomfortable ftate they plunge
them/elves into, when they contract an hope-
lefs engagement, they muft likewife involve a
parent in the miférable dilemma of either giv-
ing a forced confent againft his judgment, or
of feeing his beloved child pine away her
prime of life in fruitlefs anxiety—{eeing her
accufe him of tyranny, becaufe he reftrains
her from certain ruin—{eeing her affetions
; alienated
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alienated from her family — and all her
thoughts engrofled by one objedt, to the dex
ftruction of her health and {pirits and of all
her improvements and occupations. What a
cruel alternative for parents, whofe happinefs
is bound up with that of their child |- The
time to confult them is before youhave given
a lover the leaft encouragement ; nor ought
you to liften 2 moment to the man, who
‘would with you to keep his addrefies fecret 5
fince he thereby thews himfelf confcious that
they are not fit to be encouraged.

Butperhaps I have faid enough on this fub-
ject at prefent ; though, if ever advice on fuch
a topic can be of ufe, it muft be before paflion
has got poffeffion of ‘the heart and filenced
both reafon and principle. Fix therefore in
you mind, as deeply as poffible, thofe rules
of duty and prudence, which now feem rea-
fonable to you, that they may.be at hand in
the hour of trial, and fave you from the mife-
Hies, in which ftrong affetions, unguided by
difcretion, involve fo many of our fex.

If you love virtue fincerely, you will be/in=

capable of loving an openly vicious character,
But,
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But, alas l—your innocentheart may be eafily
enfnared by an artful one—and from thisdan-
ger nothing can fecure youbut the experience
of thofe, to whofe guidance God hasentrufted
you : may you be wife enough to make ufe of
it {—G8o will you have the faireft chance of
attaining the beft bleflings this world can af-
ford, in a faithful and virtuous union with ‘a
worthy man, who may dire¢t your fteps in
fafety and honour through this life, and par-
take with you the rewards of virtue in that
which is to come. But, if this happy lot
fhould be denied you, do not be afraid of a
fingle life. A worthy woman is never defti-
tute of valuable friends, who in a great mea-
fure fupply to her the want of pearer-connec-
tions. She can never be flighted or difefteem=
ed, while her.good temper and benevolence
reader hera bleffing to her companions. Nay,
fhe muit be honoured by all perfons of fenfe
and virtue, for preferring the {ingle ftate to.an
union unworthy of her. “T'he calamities of an
unhappy /matriage are fo much 'greater than
can 'befal a fingleperfon, that the unmarried
woman ‘mayfind ‘abundant argument to be

contented
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contented with her condition, when pointed
out to her by Providence. Whether married
or fingle, if your firft care is to pleafe God,
you will undoubtedly be a blefled creature ;—
“For thatwhich he delights in mu/? be happy.”
—How earneftly I wifh you this happinefs,
you can never know, unlefs you could read
the heart of

Your truly affeCtionate. *

IR T e R R AR

HE next great point of importance to

your future happinefs, my dear, is what

'your parents have, doubtlefs, been continually
attentive to from your infancy, as it is impof-
fible to undertake it too early—I mean the due
Regulation of your Temper. Though you
are in great meafure indebted to their forming
hands for whatever is good in it, you are fen-
fible, no doubt, as every human creature is, of
propenfities to fome infirmity of temper, which
2 1t
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it muft now be your own care to corre& and to
fubdue ; otherwile the pains that have hither-
to been taken with you may all become fruit-
lefs : and, when you are your own miftrefs,
you may relapfe into thofe faults, which were
originally in your nature, and which will re-
quire to be diligently watched and kept un-
der, through the whole courfe of your life,
If you confider, that the conftant tenor of
the gofpel precepts is to promote love, peace,
and good-will amongft men, you will not doubt
that the cultivation of an amiable difpofition
is a great part of your religious duty ; fince
nothing leads more directly to the breach of
charity, and to the injury and moleftation of
our fellow-creatures, than the indulgence of
an ill temper. Do not therefore think lightly
of the offences you may commit, for want of
a due command over it, or fuppofe yourfelf
refponfible for them to your fellow-creatures
only ; but, be aflured, you muft give a ftrict
account of them all to the Supreme Governor
of the world, who has made this a great part
of your appointed trial upon earth.
A woman, bred up in a religious manner,
' placed
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'placed above the reach of want and out of the
way of fordid or fcandalous vices, can have
- but few temptations to the flagrant breach of
the divinelaws. It particularly concerns her
therefore to underftand them in their full im-
port, and to confider, how far fhe trefpafles

aginft them, by fuch a&ions as appear trivial,
when compared with murder, adultery, and

theft, but which become of very great impor-
tance, by being frequently repeated, and oc-
curring in the daily tranfa&ions of life.
Thhe principal virtues or vices of a2 woman
mutft be of a private and domeftic kind. With-
in the circle of her own family and dependants
lies her fphere of a&ion—the fcene of almoft
all thofe tafks and trials, which muft deter-
mine her charaéter, and her fate, here, and
hereafter. Refle&, for a moment, how much
the happinefs of her hufband, children, and
fervants, muft depend on her temper, and
you will {ee ‘that the greateft good, or evil,
which fthe ever ‘mayhave in her power to do,
may arife from her correcting or indulging
its infirmities. ;
Thoughl with theprinciple of duty towards
5 God
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God to be your ruling motive in the exercife
of every virtue, yet, as human nature ftands
in need of all poffible helps, let us not forget
how effential it is to prefent happinefs, and to
the enjoyment of this life, to cultivate fuch a
temper as is likewife indifpenfably requifite to
the attainment of higher felicity in the life to
come. The greateft outward bleflings can-
not afford enjoyment to a mind rufled and
uneafy within itfelf. A fit of ill-humour will
{poil the fineft entertainment, and is as real
a tormentas the moft painful difeafe. Ano-
ther unavoidable confequence of ill-temper is
the diflike and averfion of all ho are witnef- -
{es to it, and, perhaps, the deep and lafting
refentment of thofe, who f{uffer from its ef- -
fects, We all, from focial or felf-love, ear-
neftly defire the efteem and affection of our
fellow-creatures; and indeed our condition
makes them foneceflary to us, that the wretch
who has forfeited them, muit feel defolate and
undone, deprived of all the beft enjoyments
and comforts the world can afford, and given
up to his inward mifery, unpitied and {corned.
But this never can be the fate of 3 good-na-

I . tined
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tured perfon: whatever faults he may have -
‘they will generally be treated with lenity; he
will find an advocate in every human heart
<his errors will be lamented rather than abhor-
.red ; and his virtues will be viewed in the fair-
eft point of light : His good-humour, without
the help of great talents or acquirements, will
make his Company preferable to that of the
moft brilliant genius, in whom this quality is
wanting ; in fhort, it is almoft impoflible that
‘you can be {incerely beloved by any body,
-without this engaging property, whatever
other excellencies you may poflefs ; but, with
it, you will fcarcely fail of finding fome friends
-and favourers, ‘even though you fhould be
deftitute of almoft every other advantage.
Perhaps you will fay,<all this is very true,
¢¢ but our tempers are not in our own power
¢¢ —we are made with different difpofitions,
¢¢ and, if mine is not amiable, it is rather my
‘““-unhappinefs than my fault.”” This, my
dear, is commonly {aid by thofe who will not
take the trouble to corredt themfelves. Yet,
be aflured, it is a delufion, and will not avail
in our juﬁiﬁéation before him, ¢ who know.-
’ &eth
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% eth whereof we are made,”” and of what we
‘are capable. It is true, we are not all equally
happy in our difpofitions; but human virtue
confifts in-cherithing and cultivating every
good inclination, and in checking and {ubdu-
ing every propenfity toevil. If you had been
‘born with a bad temper, it might have been
made a good one, at leaft with regard to its
outward’ effects, by education, reafon, and
principle: and, though you are fo happy as to
have a good one while young, do not fuppofe
it will always continue fo, if you negleét to
maintain a proper command over it. Power,
ficknefs, difappointments, or worldly cares,
may corrupt and embitter the fineft difpofi-
tion, if they are not counteracted by reafon
and religion. :

It is obferved, that every temper is inclined,
in fome degree, either to paffion, peevithnefs,
or obftinacy. Many are o unfortunate as to
be inclined to each of the three in turn: it is
neceflary therefore to watch the bent of our
nature, and to apply the remedies proper for
_ the infirmity. to which we are moft liable.
With regard to the firft, it is fo injurious to
fociety, and fo odious in itfelf, efpecially in

Ia the
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the female charaler, that one would think
fhame alone would be fufficient to preferve a
young woman from giving way to it ; for it
is as unbecoming her charader to be betray-
ed into ill bebaviour by paffion, as by intoxica-
tion, and fhe ought to be athamed of the one
as much as of the other. . Gentlenefs, meck-
nefs, and patience, are her peculiar diftinc-
tions, and an(enraged woman is one of the
moft difgulting fights in naturey

It is plain, from experience, that the moft
paflionate people can command themfelves,
when they have a motive fufliciently ftrong—
fuch as the prefence of thofe they fear, or
to whom they particularly defire to recom-
mend themfelves: it is therefore no excufe to
_perfons, whom you have injured by unkind
reproaches, and unjuft afperfions, to tell them
you was in a paflion: the allowing yourfelf
to {peak to them in a paffien is a proof of an
infolent difrefpe&t, which the meaneft of your
fellow-creatures would have a right to refent.
When once you find yourieli heated fo far as
to defire to fay what you know would be pro-
voking and wounding to another, you fhould
immediately refolve either to be filent, or to
quit
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quit the roomn rather than give utterance to
ﬁy thing ‘dictated by fo bad an inclination.
Be aflured, you are then unfit to reafon or to
reprove, or to hear reafon from others. Itis
therefore your part to retire from fuch an oc-
. cafion of fin; and wait till you are cool, be-
fore you prefume to judge of what has paffed.
By accuftoming yourfelf thus to conquer and
difappoint your anger, you will, by degrees,
find it grow weak and manageable, {o as to
leave your reafon at liberty. You will be able
to reftrain your tongue from evil, and your
looks and geftures from all expreflions of vio=
lence and ill-will, Pride, which produces fo
many evils in the human mind, is the great
fource of paflion. Whoever cultivates in him-
felf a proper humility, a due fenfe of his own
faults and infufficiencies, and a due refpeét
for others, will find but {mall temptation to
violent or unreafonable anger.

In the cafe of real injuries, which juftify
and call for refentment, there is a noble and
generous kind of anger, a proper and necef-
fary part of our nature, which has nothing in
it finful or degrading. I would not with you

13 infenfible
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infenfible to this; for the perfon, who feels
not an injury, muft be incapable of being pro-
perly affected by benefits.  'With thofe, who
treat you ill without provocation, you ought
to maintain your own dignity. But, in order
~ to do this, whilft you fhew a fenfe of their
mnproper behaviour, you muft preferve calm-
nefs, and even good-breeding—and thereby
convince them of the impotence as well as in-
juftice of their malice. You muft alfo weigh
every circumitance with candour and charity,
and confider whether your fhewing the refent-
ient defcrved may not produce ill confequen-
ces to innocent perfons—as is almoft always
the cafe in family quarrels—and whether it
may not occafion the breach of fome duty, or
negeflary conneéion, to which you ought to
facrifice even your juft refentments. Above all
things, take care that a particular offence to
you does not make you unjuft to the general
charaéter of the offending perfon. Generous
anger does not preclude efteem for whatever
is really eftimable, nor does it deftroy good-
will to the perfon of its object: It even infpires
the defire of ‘ovércoming him by benefits, and
: withes
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withes to infli& no other punifhment than the

regret of having injured one, who defc rved his

kindnefs : it is always placable, and ready to

be reconciled, as foon as the offender is con-

vinced of his error ; nor can any fubfequent

injury provoke it to recur to paft difobliga-

tions, which had been once forgiven. But it is

perhaps unneceffary to give rules for this cafe.

The confcioufnefs of injured innocence na-

turally produces dignity, and ufually prevents

excefs of anger. Our paffion is moft unruly,

when we are confcious of blame, and when we
apprehend that we have laid ourfelves open

to contempt. Where we know we have been

Wrong, the leaft injuftice in_the degree of

blame imputed to us, excites our bittereft re-

fentment ; but, where we know ourfelves

faultlefs, the fharpeft accufation excites pity

or contempt, rather than rage. .Whencvef

therefore you feel yourfelf very angry, fuf=

pe&t yourfelf to be in the wrong, and refolve

to ftand the decifion of your own confcience

before you caft upon ‘another the punifh-

,ment, which is perhaps due to yourfelf.) This
{clf-examination will at leaft give you time
L& to



120  On the Government of the Temper.

%o cool, and, if yéu are juft, will difpofe you

to balance your own\ﬁvrong with that of your
antagonift, and to fettle the account with him

on equal terms,

Peevithnefs, though not {o viclent and fa-
tal in its immediate effe&ts, is fHll more un-
amiable than paffion, and, if poffible, more
deftructive of happinefs, in as much as it ope-
- Tates more continually. Though the fretful
man injures us lefs, he difgufts us more than
the paflionate one—becaufe he betrays a low
and little mind, intent on trifles, and engrof-
fed by a paltry felf-love,which knows not how
: to bear the very apprehenfion of any inconve-

nience. Itis felf-love then, which we muft
combat, when we find ourfelves affaulted by
this infirmity ; and, by voluntarily enduring
Inconveniences, we fhall habituate ourfelves
to bear them with eafe, and good-humour,
when occafioned by others, Perhaps this is the
beft kind of religious mortification, as the
chicf end of denying ourfelves any innocent
indulgences muft be to acquire a habit of com-
mandover our paflions and inclinations, parti-
cularly fuch as are likely to lead us into evil,
' | Another
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Another method of conquering this enemy is
to abftract our minds from that attention to
trifling circumftances, which ufually creates
this uneafinefs. Thofe who are engaged in
high and important purfuits are very little af-
fected by fmall inconveniences; The man
whofe head is full of ftudious thought, or
whofe heart is full of care, will eat his dinner
without knowing whether 1t was well orill
drefled, or whether it was ferved punctually
at the hour or not: and though abfence from
the common things of life is far from defira-
ble—efpecially in a woman—yet too minute
-and anxious an attention to them feldom fails
to produce a teazing, mean, and fretful dif-
pofition. I would therefore with your mind
to have always fome objeét in purfuit worthy
of it, that it may not be engrofled by fuch as
are in themfelves fcarce worth a moment’s
anxiety. It is chiefly in the decline of
life, when amufements fail, and when the
more importunate paffions fubfide, that this
infirmity is obferved to grow upon us—
and perhaps it will feldom fail to do fo, un-
lefs carefully watched and counteracted by
reafon,
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reafon. We muyft then endeavour to fubfti-
tute fome purfuits in the place of thofe,
which can only engage us in the beginning
of our courfe. The purfuit of glory and hap-
pinefs in another life, by every means of im-
}iroving and exalting our own minds, becomes
more and more interefting to us, the nearer
we draw to the end of all fublunary enjoy-
ments, Reading, refle¢tion, rational conver-
{ation, and,-above all, converfing with God,
by praver and meditation, may preferve us
from taking that anxious intereft in the little
comforts and conveniences of our remaining’
days, which ufually gives birth to fo much |
fretfulne(s in old people. But though the
aged and infirm are moft liable to this evil—
‘and they alone are to be pitied for it—ryet we
fometimes fee the young, the healthy, and
thofe who enjoy moft outward bleffings, in-
excufably guilty of it. The fmalleft difap-
pointment in pleafure, or difficulty in the
moft trifling employment, will put wilful
young people out of temper, and their very
amufements frequently become fources of
vexation and peevithnefs. How often have
I feen
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I feen a girl, preparing for a ball, or for fome
~ other- public appearance—unable to fatisfy
her own vanity —fret over every ornament
fhe put on, quarrel with her maid, with her
clothes, “her halr, and growing ftill more un-
lovely as fhe grew more crofs, be ready to
fight with her looking-glafs for not making
her as handfome as fhe wifhed to be. She
did not confider that the traces of this ill-hu-
mour on her countenance would be a great-
er difadvantage to her appearance than any
defe & in her drefs—or even than the plain-
eft features enlivened by joy and good-hu-
mour. There is a degree of refignation ne-
ceffary even to the enjoyment of pleafure ; we
muft be ready and willing to give up fome
part of what we could wifh for, before we
~can enjoy that which is indulged to us. 1
have no doubt that the, who frets all the
while the is drefling for an aflembly, will fuf-
fer ftill greater uneafinefs when fhe is there,
The fame craving reftlefs vanity will there
endure a thoufand mortifications, which, in
the midft of feeming pleafure, will fecretly

«snrrode hcr heart ; Wml‘% the meek and hum-
ble
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ble generally find more gratification than they
expected, and return home pleafed and enli-
vened from every {cene of amufement, though
they could have ftaid away from it with per-
fect eafe and contentment.

Sul]ennefs, or obftinacy, is perhaps a worfle
fault of temper than either of the former—
and, if indulged, may end in the moft fatal
extremes of {tubborn melancholy, ma]xce,
and revenge. The refentment which, inftead
of being exprefled, is nurfed in fecret, and
continually aggravated by the tmagination,
will, in time, become the ruling paflion; and
then, how horrible muft be his cafe, whofe
kind and pleafurable affections are all fwal-
lowed up by the tormenting as well as de-
teftable fentiments of hatred and revenge f—
“ * Admonifh thy friend, peradventure he
g hath not done it : or, if he hath, that he

¢ do it no more.—Admonith thy friend, per-
¢ adventure he hath not faid it: or, if he
¢¢ hath, that he fpeak it not again.”’—DBrood
not over a refentment which perhaps was
at firft ill grounded, and which is undoubtedly

heightened
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heightened by an heated imagination  But,
when you have firit fubdued your own tem-
per, fo as to be able to fpeak camiy, reafon-
ably, and kindly, then expoftulate with the
perfon you {uppofe to be in fault —hear what
the has to fay 5 and either reconcile yourfelf
to her, or quiet your mind under the injury,
by the principle of Chriftian charity. But if
it thould appear that you yourfelf have been
moft to blame, or if you have been in an er-
ror, acknowledge it fairly and handfomely ; if
you feel any relutance to do fo, be certain
that it arifes from pride, to conquer which is
an abfolute duty.—¢ A f{oft anfwer turneth
% away wrath,” and a generous confeffion
oftentimes more than atones for the fault
which requires it. Truth and juftice demand
that we fhould acknowledge convicion, as
doon as we feel it, and not maintain an erro-
neous opinion, -or juftify a wrong conduét,
~merely from the falfe fhame of confeffing our
paft ignorance. A falfe fhame it undoubt-
edly is, and as impolitic as unjuft, fince your
error is already feen by thofe who endeavour
to fet you right ; but your conviction, and
the
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the candour and generofity of owning it free-
ly, may ftill be an honour to you, and would
greatly recommend you to the perfon with
whom you difputed. With a difpofition
ftrongly inclined to fullennefs or obftinacy,
this muft be a very painful exertion ; and to
make a perfect conquett over yourfelf at once
may perhaps appear impraticable, whilit the
zeal of felf-juftification, and the abhorrence
of blame, are firong upon you. But, if you
are fo unhappy as to yield to your infirmity,
at one time, do not let this difcourage you
from renewing your efforts. Your mind will
gain ftrength from the conteft, and your in-
ternal enemy will by degrees be forced to
give ground. Be not afraid to revive the fub-
jeét, as foon as you find yourfelf able to fub-
due your temper ; and then frankly lay open
the conflict you fuftained at the time : by this
you will make all the amends in your power
for your fault, and will certainly change the
difguft you have given into pity at leaft if not
admiration. Nothing is more endearing than
fuch a confeflion—and you will find fuch a
fatisfaction in your own confeioufnefs, and in

9 the
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the renewed tendernefs and efteem you will
gain from the perfon concerned, that your -
‘tafk for the future will be made more eafy,
and your reluctance to be convinced, will on
every occafion grow lefs and lefs.

The love of truth, and a real defire of im-
'provement aught to be the only motives of
~ argumentation; and, where thefe are fincere,
no difficulty can be made of embracing the
truth, as foon as it is perceived. But, in
fact, people oftener difpute from vanity and
pride, which make it a grievous mortification
to allow that we are the wifer for what we
have heard from another. To receive advice,
reproof, and inftruction, properly, is the fu-
reft fign of a fincere and humble heart—and
thews a greatnefs of mind, which commands
our refpect and reverence, while it appears /.
fo willingly to yield to us the fuperiority.

Obferve, notwithftanding, that I do not
‘wifh you to hear of your faults without pain :

Such an indifference would afford fmall hopes
of amendment. 'Shame and remorfe are the
firlt fteps to frue repentance ; yet we thould
be willing to'bear this pain, and thankful to

the
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the kind hand that inflicts it for our good.
‘Nor muft we, vy {ullen {ilence under 1t, leave
our kind phyfici.n in doubt, whether the ope-
ration has taken effeét -or noty or whether it
has not added another malady, inftead of cur-
ing the firlt.  You muft confider, that thofe
who tell you of your faults, if they do it from
motives of kindnefs and not of malice, exert
their friendthip in a painful office, which
muft have coft them as great an effort asitcan
be to you to acknowledge the fervice ; and,
if you refufe this encouragement, you cannot
expect that any one, who is not ablolutely
obliged to it by duty, will a fecond time un-
dertake fuch an ill-requited trouble. What
a lofs would this be to yourfelf l—how dif-
ficult would be our progrefs to that degree
of perfeCtion, which is neceflary to our hap-
pinefs, was it not for the affiftance we receive
from each other '—this certainly is one of
the means of grace held out to us by our
merciful judge, and, if we reject it, we are
anfwerable for all the mifcarriages we may

fall into for want of it.

I know not, whether that ftrange caprice, -
that
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that inequality ‘of tafte and behaviour, fo
commonly attributed to our fex, may be pro-
perly called a fault of temper—as it feems
not to be connetted with, or arifing from
our animal frame, but to be rather the fruit
of our own felf-indulgence, degenerating by
degrees into fuch a wantonnefs of will as
knows not how to pleafe itfelf. When, in-
ﬁead'of/regulati’ng our actions by reafon and
principle, we fuffer ourfelves to be guided by
every flight and momentary impulfe of incli=
nation, we fhall, doubtlefs, appear fo variable
and inconftant, that nobody can guefs, by
eur behaviour to-day, what may be expected
from us to-morrow ; nor can we ourfelves tell
whether what we delighted in a week ago,
will now afford us the lealt degree of plea=-
fure. It is in vain for others to attempt to
pleafe us—we cannot pleafe ourfelves, though
all we could wifth for waits our choice: and
thus does 2 capricious woman become ¢ fick
< of herfelf, through very felfithnefs :* And,
when this is the cafe, it is'eafy to judge how
fick others muft be of her, and how con-
temptible and difgufting fhe muft appear.
K "This
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This wretched ftate is. the ufual confequence
of power and flattery. May my dear child
‘never meet with the temptation of that ex-
- cefive and ill-judged indulgence from a huf~
band, which fhe has happily efcaped from
her parents, and which-{eldom fails to reduce
women to the miferable condition of a hu-
‘moured child, always unhappy from having
nobody’s will to ftudy but its own ! The in-
Aolence «of fuch demands for yourfelf, and
fuch difregard to the choice and inclinations
.of others, can feldom fail to make you as
many enemies as there are perfons obliged to
bear with your humours ; whilft a compliant,
reafonable, and contented difpofition, would
render you happy in yourfelf, and beloved by
all your companions—particularly by thofe,
who live conftantly with you ; and, of what
confequence this is to your happinefs, a mo-
ment’s refle&ion will convince you. Family
friendfhips are the friendfhips-made for us, if
T may fo fpeak, by God himfelf. “With the
kindeft intentions, he has knit .the bands of
family love, by indifpenfable duties ; and
wretched are they who have burft them afun-
! der
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< der by violence and ill-will, or worn them out
by conftant little difobligations, and by the
-want of that -attention to pleafe, which the
prefence of a ftranger always infpires, but
which is fo often -fhamefully neglected to-
~wards thofe, whom it is moft our duty and
“intereft to pleafe. May you, my dear, be
“wife enough to fee that every faculty of ;
~entertainment, every engaging qualification,
which you poflefs,  is exerted to the beft ad-
vantage for thofe, whofe love is of moft im-
- portance to you—for thofe who live under
*the fame roof, and with whom you are con-
-ne&ted for life, either by the ties of blood, or
by the ftill more facred obligations of a vo-
“luntary engagement.

T'o make you the delight and darling of
“your family, fomething mere is required than
barely to be exemptfrom ill temper and trou-
‘blefome humours. The fincere and genuine
“{fmiles of complacency and love muft adorn
your countenance. That ready compliance,
‘that alertnefs to affift and eblige, which de-~
‘monftrates true affection, muft animate your
‘behaviour, and endear your moft common ac

K 2 » tionss
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tions, Politenefs muft accompany your
gréate{’c familiarities, and reftrain you from
every thing that is really offenfive, or which
can givea moment’s unneceflary pain. Con-
verfation, which is fo apt to grow dull and
infipid in families, nay, in fome to be almoft
wholly laid afide, muft be cultivated with the
franknefs and opennefs of friendfhip, and by
the mutual communication of whatever may
conduce to the improvement or innocent en-
tertainment of each other.

Reading, whether apart or in common,
will furnifh ufeful and pleafing fubjes ; and
the {prightlinefs of youth will naturally in-
fpire harmlefs mirth and native humour, if
encouraged by a mutal defire of diverting
each other, and making the hours pafs.agree-
ably in your own houfe : every amufement
that offers will be heightened by the partici-
pation of thefe dear companions, and by talk-
ing over every incident together and every
obje&t of pleafure. If you have any acquired
talent of entertainment, fuch as mufic, paint-
- ing, or the like, your own family are thofe
before whom you fhould moft with to excel,

and
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and for whom you fhould always be ready to
exert yourfelf ; not fuffering the accomplifh-
ments which you have gained, perhaps by
their means, and at their expence, to lie dor-
mant, till the arrival of a ftranger gives you
fpirit in the performance. Where this laft
is the cafe, you may be fure vanity is the
only motive of the exertion :' A ftranger will
praife you more : But how little fenfibility
has that heart, which is not more gratified by
the filent pleafure painted on the countenance
of a partial parent, or of an affeCtionate bro-
ther, than by the empty complixhents of a vi=
fitor, who is perhaps inwardly more difpofled
to criticife and ridicule than to admire you !

I have been longer in this letter than I in~
tended, yet it is with difficulty I can quit the
fubjedt, becaufe I think it is feldom fuffici-
ently infifted on, either in books or in fer-
mons—and becaufe there are many perfons
weak enough to believe themfelves in a fafe
and innocent courfe of life, whilit they are
daily harrafling every body about them by
their vexatious humours. But, you will, I
hope, conftantly bear in mind, that you can

Kz never
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never treat a fellow-creature unkindly, with=-
ou‘tdoﬁ'ending the kind Creator and Father of
all—and that you ¢an no way render your=-
felf fo acceptable to him as by ftudying to -
promote the happinefs of others, in every in-
ftance, fmall as well as great.—The favour
of God, and the love of your companions, .
will furely*be deemed rewards fufficient to-
animate your moft fervent endeavours; yet
this is not all : the difpofition of mind, which
I would recommend, is its own reward, and
is in itfelf eflential to happinefs. Cultivate it.
therefore, my dear child,. with your utmoft.
diligence—and, watch the fymptoms of ill-
temper, as they rife, with a firm refolution to-
conquer them, before they are even perceiv-
ed by any other perfon. In every {uch inward
confli&t, call upon your Maker, to aflift the
fecble nature he hath given you—and facri--
fice to Him every feeling that would tempt
you to difobedience : So will you at Jength:
attain that true Chriftian meeknefs, which
is blefled in the fight of God and man ;
¢ which has the promife of - this life as well
¢¢ as of that which is to come.”” Then will
you
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you pity, in others, thofe infirmities; which-
you have conquered in yourfelf; and will
think yourfelf as much bound to affift, by
your patience and gentlenefs, thofe who are
fo unhappy as to be under the dominion of
evil paffions, as you are to impart 2 thare of
your riches-to the poor and miferable.

Adieu, gy deareft.

LETTER VI

MY DEAR NI1ECE,
CONOMY is fo important a part:of

- a woman’s chara&er, fo neceflary to her
own happinefs, -and fo eflential to her per-
forming properly the duties of a wife and of
a mother, that it ought to have the prece-
dence of all other-accomplithments, and take
its rank next to the ficft duties of life, It is, -
moreover, an art:as well as a virtue—and,
many well-meaning perfons, from ignorance,
or from inconfideration, are ftrangely defici-

K4 ent
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entin it. Indeed it is too often wholl y ne=
glected in a young woman’s education—and,
the is fent from her father’s houfe to govern
a family, without the leaft degree of that
knowledge, which fhould qualify her for it:
this is the fource of much inconvenience;
for though experience and attention may fup=~
ply, by degrees, the want of inftruction, yet
this requires time—the family, in the mean
fime, may get into habits, which are very
difficult to alter; and, what is worfe, the
hufband’s opinion of his wife’s incapacity
may be fixed too ftrongly to fuffer him ever
to think juftly of her gradual improvements,
I would therefore earneftly advife you to
make ufe of every opportunity you cin find,
for the laying in fome ftore of knowledge on
this fubject, before you are called upon to
the pradice; by obferving what pafles before
you—by confulting prudent and experienced
miftrefies of families—and by entering in a
book a memorandum of every new piece of
intelligence you acquire : you may afterwards
compare thefe with more mature obferva-
tions, and you can make additions and cor=
: reions
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re&tions as you fee occafion. I hope it will
not be long before your mother entrufts you
with fome part, at leaft, of the management
of your father’s houfe. ~Whilft you are un-
der her eye, your ignorance cannot do much
harm, though the relief to her at firft may
not be near fo confiderable as the benefit to

yourfelf. :

 Economy confifts of fo many branches,
fome of which defcend to fuch minutenefies,
that it is impoflible for me in writing to give
you particular dire€tions. The rude out-
lines may be perhaps defcribed, and I fhall
be happy if I can furnifh you with any hint
that may hereafter be ufefully applied.

The firft and greateft point is to lay out
your general plan of living in a juft propor-
tion to your fortune and rank : if thefe two
will not coincide, the laft muft certainly give
way ; for, if you have right principles, you
cannot fail of being wretched under the fenfe
of the injuftice as well as danger of {pending
beyond your income, and your diftrefs will
be continually increafing. No mortifica-
tions, which you can fuffer from retrenching

in
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in your appearance, can be comparable to this -
unhappinefs. If you. would enjoy the real:-
comforts of affluence, you fhould lay your
plan confiderably within your income ; not
for the pleafure of amaffing wealth—though,
where there is a growing family, it is an abfo-
lute duty to lay by fomething every year—but’
to provide for contingencies,.and to have the
power of indulging your choice in the difpo-
fal of the overplus—either in innocent plea-
fures,. or to increafe your funds for charity
and generofity, which are in fa@: the true-
funds of pleafure. In fome circumftances in-
deed, this would not be prudent : there are
profeflions in which a man’s fuccefs greatly
depends on his making fome frgure, where -
the bare {ufpicion of poverty would bring on
the reality. If, by marriage, - you fthould be -
placed in fuch a fituation, it will be your duty-
to exert all your fkill in the management:
of your income : Yet, even in this cafe,. I.
would not ftrain to the utmoft for appear--
ance, but would choofe my models among
the moft prudent and moderate of my own
clafs ; and, be contented with flower ad-
vancement,
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yancement, for the fake of fecurity and peace:
of mind. ;

A contrary conduét is the ruin of manys
and, in general, the wives of men in fuch
profeflions might. live in a more retired and
frugal manner than they do, without any ill
confequence, if they did not make the {cheme:
of advancing the fuccefs of their hufbands
an excufe to themfelves for the indulgence of
their own vanity and ambition,

. Perhaps it may be faid, that the fettling
the general fcheme of expences is feldom the:
wife’s province, and that many men do not
choofe even to acquaint her with the real
ftate of their affairs. Where this is the cafe,.
a woman can be anfwerable for no more than
is entrufted to her. But, I think it a very
ill fign, for one or both of the parties, where
there is fuch a want of opennefs, in what
equally concerns them. As I truft you will
deferve the confidence of your hufband, fol
hope you will be allowed free confultation
with him on your mutual interefts ; and, 1L
believe, there are few men, who would not
hearken to reafon on their own affairs, when

they
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they faw a wife ready and defirous to give up
her fhare of vanities and indulgences, and
only earneft to promote the common good-of
- the family. _

In order to fettle your plan, it will be ne-
ceflary to make a pretty exa@ calculation -
and if, from this time, you accuftom your-
felf to calculations'in all the little expences
entrufted to you, you will grow expert and
ready at them, and be able to guefs very
nearly, where certainty cannof be attained,
Many articles of expence are regular and fix-
ed; thefe may be valued exactly ; and, by
confulting with experienced perfons, you may
calculate nearly the amount of others : any
material article of confumption, in a family of
any given number and circumftances, may
be eftimated pretty nearly. Your own ex-
pences of clothes and pocket-money thould
be fettled and circumf{cribed, that you may
be fure not to exceed the juft proportion. 1
think it an admirable method to appropriate
fuch a portion of your income, as you judge
Proper to beftow in charity, to be facredly

kept for that purpofe, and no longer confider-
‘ ed
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ed as your own. By which means you will
avoid the temptation of giving lefs than you
“ought, through felfithnefs, or more than you
ought, through good-nature or weaknefs. If
your circumftances allow of it; you might
fet apart another fund for acts of liberality or
friendfhip, which do not come under the head
of charity. The having fuch funds ready at
hand makes it eafy and pleafant to give; and,
when 4&s of bounty are performed without
effort, they are generally done more kindly
and effeGually. If you are obliged in con-
{cience to lay up for a family, the fame me-
thod of an appropriated fund for faving will
be of excellent ufe, as it-will prevent that
continual and often ineffeGtual anxiety,which
a —general defire of faving, without having
fixed the limits, is fure to create,

Regularity of payments and accounts is
eflential to Economy :—your houfe-keeping
fhould be fettled at leaft once a week, and
all the bills paid : all other tradefmen fhould
be paid, at fartheft, once a year.Indeed I
think it more advantageous to pay oftener:
but, if you make them truft you longer, they

muft
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«muft either charge proportionably higher, or
-be lofers by your cuftom. Numbers of them
-fail, every year, from the cruel caufe of being
--obliged to give theircuftomers fo much longer
«credit than the dealers, from whom they take
:their goods, will allow to them. If people of
fortune confidered this, they would not de-
fer their payments, from mere negligence, as

-they often do, to'the ruin of whole families.
You muft endeavour to acquire {kill in
‘purchafing.: in order to this, you fhould
begin now to attend to the prices of things,
-and take every proper opportunity of learn-
ing the real value of every thing, as well as
the marks whereby you are to diftinguifh

‘the good from the bad.

In your table, as in your drefs, and in all
‘other things, I with you to aim at propriety
and neatnefs, or, if your ftate demands it,
elegance, rather than fuperfluous figure. To go
beyond your fphere, either in drefs, or'in the
appeérance of your table, indicates a greater
fault in your charaer than to be too.much
within it, It is impoflible to enter.into the
winutie of the -table : goed fenfe and ob-
oI fervation
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“fervation on the beft models muft form your
tafte, and a due regard.to what you can af-
.ford muft reftrain it.

Ladies, who are fond of needle-work, ge-
‘nerally choofe to confider that as a principal
part of good houfewifery : and, though I can-
.not look upon it as of equal importance with
-the due regulation of a family, yet, in a mid-
dling rank, and with a moderate fortune, it
is a neceflary part of 2 woman’s duty, and a
.confiderable article in expence is faved by it.
Many young ladies make almoft every thing
they wear ; by which means they can make
.a genteel figure at a fmall expence. This,
in your ftation, is the moft profitable and de-
Airable kind of work ; and, as much of it as
you can do, -confiftently with a due atten-
‘tion to your health, to the improvement of |
your mind, and to the difcharge of other
duties, I fhould think highly commendable,
But, as I do.not wifh you to impofe on the
+world by your appearance, I fhould be con-
tented to {fee you worfe drefled, rather than
fee your whole time employed in preparations
for it, or any of thofe hours given to it, which
.are needful to make your body ftrong and ac-

- §1Ve
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tive by exercd'e, or your mind rational, by
readlng Abfolute idlenefs is inexcufable in
2 woman, becaufe the needle is always at
hand for thofe intervals in which the cannog
be otherwxfe employed. If you are induftri4
.ous, and if you keep good hours, you will
find time for all your proper employments,
Early rifing, and a good difpofition of time,
is effential to economy. The neceffary or-
ders, and examination into houfehold aﬂ'aus,q
{hould be difpatched, as foon in the day, and,
as privately as poflible, that they may not in-,
terrupt your hufband or guefls, or break i in,
upon converfation, or reading, in the re-
mainder of the day.  If you defer any thmg
that is neceffary, you may be tempted by
company, or by unforefeen avocations, . to,
forget, or to negleét it: hurry and i irregu-
larity will enfue, with expenﬁve expedlents
to fupply the defect, e
Thete is in many people, and paltlcu]arly
in youth, a ftrange avex.ﬁo”rqli Eo:‘ renularlty—-—:
a defire to dehy wnat oughj; to be done i im= |
mediately, in order to do o*nethmfr ehL,
‘which mwot as wg:ll be dozliiafter_w_axds.. Be
aflured it'is offfore 'co dequence to you than

‘e K

4

you
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you can conceive, to get the better of this
idle procraftinating fpirit, and to acquire ha-
bits of conftancy and fteadinefs, even in the
mott trifling matters : without them there can
be no regularity, or confiftency of action or
character—no dependance on your beft in-
tentions, which a fudden humour may tempt
you to lay afide for a time, and which a thou-
fand unforefeen accidents will afterwards ren-
der it more and more difficult to execute: no
one can fay what important confequences
may follow a trivial negleé of this kind, For
example—I have known one of thefe procraf-
tinators difoblige, and gradually lofe very valu-
able friends, by delaying to write to them fo
long, that, having no good excufe to offer, the
could not get courage enough to write at all,

and dropped their correfpondence entirely,
The neatnefs and order of your houfe and
furniture is a part of Economy which will
greatly affe& your appearance and charatter,
and to which you muft yourfeif give attention,
fince it is not poflible even for the 7ich and
great to rely wholly on the-care of fervants, in
fuch points, without their being often neg-
o L~ leéted,
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leQed. The more magnificently a houfe is-
furnifhed, the more one is difgufted with that
air of confufion, which often prevails where
attention is wanting in the owner. But, on
the other han;i, there is a kind of neatnefs,
which gives a lady the air of a houfe-maid,
and makes her exceflively troublefome to every
" body, and particularly to her hufband : in this,,
as in all other branches of Economy, I with
you to avoid all parade and buftle. = Thofe
ladies who pique themfelves on. the parti-
cular excellence of neatnefs, are very apt
to férget that the decent order of the houfe
fhould be defigned to promote. the conveni-
ence and pleafure of thofe who are to be in
it; and that, if it is converted into a caufe
of trouble and conftraint, their hufbands and
guefts would be happier without it, Thelove.
of fame, that univerf{al paffion, will fometimes
ﬂ;evﬂr‘itfelfon ftrangely infignificant {fubjects 3
and a perfon, who aéts for praife only, will
always go beyond the mark:in every thing.
The beft fign of a houft being well governed
“is that ‘nobody’s attention isicalled to any of
* the little affairs of it, but all'goes on fo well
: ' - of
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%f courfe that one is not led to make remarks
upon any thing, nor to obferve any extraordi-
t’nary effort that produces the general refult of -
reafe and elegance, which prevails throughouts
Domeftic Economy, and the credit and
‘happinefs of 2 family, depend fo much on the
«hoice and proper regulation of fervants,that
it muft be confidered as an effential part both
of prudence and duty. Thofe who keep a
great number of them, have a heavy charge
ontheir confciences, and ought to think them-
felves in fome meafure ref; ponfible for the mo-
rals and happinefs of fo many of their fellow-
creatures, defigned like themfelves for immor-
tality, Indeed the cares of domeftic manage-
‘ment are by no means lighter to perfons of
‘high rank and fortune, if they perform their
~duty, than to thofe of a retired ftation. It is
with a family, as with a commonwealth, the
more numerous and luxurious it becomes, the
more difficult it is ‘to govern it properly.—
.Though the great are placed above the little
-attentions and employments, to which a pri-
vate gentlewoman muft dedicate much of her
time, they bave.a larger and more important
L2 ~ {phere
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fphere of action, 1 in which, if they are indolent

and negle&ful, the whole government of their
houfe and fortune mutft fall into irregularity.
‘Whatever number of deputies they may em-
ploy to overlook their affairs, they muft them-
felves overlook thofe deputies, and be ulti-
mately anfwerable for the conduét of the
whole. ‘The chara&ers of thofe fervants, who
are entrufted with power over the reft, can-
not be too micely enquired ‘into; and the
miftrefs of the family muft be ever watchful
over their condut—at the fame time that the
muft carefully avoid every appearance of fuf-
picion, which, whilft it wounds and injures
a worthy fervant, only excites the artifice and
cunning of an unjuft one.

‘None, who pretend to be friends of reli-
gion and virtue, thould ever'keep'a domettic,
however expért in bufinefs, whom they know
to be guilty of immorality. ' How unbecoming
a ferious charaCter is it, to fay of fuch an cne,
“* le is a‘bad ‘man, buta good fervant 1~
What 4 preférence does it fhiew of private.con-
yenience to the interefts of fociety, w whichdex

mand that vice fhould be conftantly difcoun-
Fan 2 0w tenanced,

EX
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tcnanced efpeqxauy in every one’s own hou{e-
hold and that the fober, honeﬂ and mduﬁn-
ous, fhould be fure of finding encourage-
ment and reward in the houfes of thofe who
maintain ref] pe&able charaters! Such perfons
{hould be invariably ftrict and peremptory
with regard to. the behaviour of then‘ fervants,
in every thing which concerns the general plan
of domeftic government—but fhould by .no
means be fevere on {mall faults, fince n_othih g
fo much weakens authofity as frequenﬁ chid.-f
ing. Whilft they require precife obedience ta
their rules, they muft prove by their generél
conduét, that thefe rules are the effe&, not of
humour, but of reafon, It is wonderful that
thofe, whoare careful to conceal their ill-tem-
per from ftrangers, thould be indifferent how
peevifh and even contennptibly:capri.cio&s they
appear before their fervants, on whom their
good-name fo much depends, and from whom
they can hope for no real refpeét, when their
weaknefs is fo apparent. When once a fervant
can fay—< I cannot do any thing to pleafe
S5my) mift_refs‘ to-day’’ —all authority 1s loft,
o "khofe, who continually change: their fer-

L3 vants
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vants, and complain of perpetual ill-ufa ffc;,
have good reafon to believe that the fault is
in themfelves, and that they do not know how
to govern, Few indeed poffels the fkill to
nite authority with kindnefs, or are capable’
of that {teadyand uniformly reafonable con--
duét, which alone can maintain true dignity,-
and command a willing and attentive obedi-
ence, Let us not forget that human nature
is the farme in all ftations.. If you can con=
vince your fervants, that you have a gene-
rous and ' confiderate regard to their -health,.
their intereft, and. their reafonable gratificati=
ons—that you impofe no commands but what
are fit and right,  nor.ever reprove but with:
juftice and temper—Why fhould you imagine
that they will be infenfible to the good they
receive, or whence fuppofe them incapable of
efteeming and prizing fuch 'a miftrefs 21
could never, without indignation, hear it faid
“that ¢ fervants have ne gratitude”—as if the -
condition ‘of * fervitude  excluded ‘the virtues
of humanity '—The truth isy mafters and
miftrefles have feldom any real «claim! to gra~

Rtitudes ' “They think highly of what they
be ﬂiOV/,
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Beftow, and little of the fervice théy receive :
-they confider oﬁly their own convenience, and
feldom refle@ on the kind of life their fervants
pafs-with them : they do not afk themfelves,
whether it is fuch an one as is confiftent with
the prefervation of their health, their morals,
their leifure for religious duties, or with a pro-
per fhare of the enjoyments and comforts of
life. Thediffipated manners, which now fo ge-
nerally prevail, perpetual abfence from home,
and attendance ‘on aflemblies or at public
places, is, in all thefe refpe@s, pernicious to
the whole houfehold—and to the men fervants
abfolutely ruinous, Their only refource, in
the tedious hours of waiting, whilft their
maflers and ladies are'engaged in divetfions,
is to find out fomething of the fame kind for
themfelves. Thus are they led into gémi_ng,
drinking, extravagance, and bad company—
and thus, by a natural progteflion, they be=
come diftre{t and dithoneft. That _aftachmen't_ i
and affiance, which ought to fubfit between
the dependant and his protector, are.deftroy-

ed. The mafter looks on his-attendants as .

thieves and traitors; whil{t they confider him

L4 as



152 On Economy,

as one, whofe money only gives him power
over them—and, who ufes that power, with=
out the leaft regard to their welfare. i

* ¢¢ The fool (alth—I have no frlends--l
¢ have no thanks for all my good deeds, and
¢ they that eat my bread fpeak evil of me.”’
—Thus foolifhly do thofe complain, who
choofe their fervants, as well as their friends,
without difcretion, or who treat them in a
manner that no worthy perfon will bear.

1 have been often fthocked at the want of
politenefs, by which mafters and miftrefles
fometimes provoke impertinence from their
fervants :  a gentleman, who would refent to
death, an imputation of falfehood, from his
equal, will not fcruple, without proof, to ac=
cufe his fervant of it, in the grofleft terms.
I have heard the moft infolent contempt of
the whole clafs exprefled at a table, whilft
five or fix of them attended behind the chairs,
who, the company feemed to think, were
without fenfes, without underftanding, or the
natural feelings of refentment : thefe are cruel
injuries, and w/ill be retorted in fome _Way, or

other,
* Ecclus, xx, 16.

If
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1= Jf:you; my-dear; live to be at the head of
a family; 1 hope you will not only avoid all
injurious treatment of your domeftics, but be-
Fave'to- them with that courtefy “and good-
breeding, which will heighten their refpect as
well as their affection.  If, on any occafion,
they do more than you have a right to require,
give them, at leaft, the reward of feeing that
they have obliged you. If, in your fervice,
they have any hardfhip to endure, “let them
fee that you are concerned for the neceflity of
impofing it. When they are {ick, give them
all the attention and every comfort in your
power, with a free heart and kind counte-
nance ; ¥ < not blemithing thy good deeds,
¢ not ufing uncomfortable words, when thou
¢¢ giveft any thing. Is not a word better than
% 2 gift !—but both are with a gracious man!
¢« —A fool will upbraid churlifhly, and a
¢¢ oift of the envious confumeth the eyes.”

W hilft you thusendear yourfelf to all your
fervants, you muft ever carefully avoid mak-
;ng a favourite of any ; unjui’c‘diﬁiﬁ&ibns;
and weak ‘indulgences to one, will of courfe

F2U11C
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excite
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‘excite envy and hatred in the reft, Your fa<

vourife may eftablith ‘whatever abufes {he
pleafes ; none will dare to complain againft
her, and you will be kept ignorant of her ill
practices, but will feel the effe@s of them,
by finding all your other fervants uneafy in
their places, and, perhaps, by being obliged
continually to change them.

When they have fpent a reafonable time in
your fervice, and have behaved commendably,
you ought to prefer them, if it is in your
power, or to recommend them to a better pro=-
vifion. 'The hope of this keeps alive atten-
tion and gratitude, and is the proper fupport
of induftry. Like a parent, you fhould keep
in view their eftablithment in fome way, that
may preferve their old age from indigence ;
and to this end, 'you thould endeavour to in-
fpire them with care to lay uf) part of their
gains, and conftantly difcourage in them all
Vanity in drefs and extravagance in idle ex-
pences. . That you are bound to promote
their eternal as well as temporal welfare, you
cannot doubt, fince, next to your- children,
they are your neareft dependants,: Y ou cught

therefore



On Economy.. 158
sherefore to inftru& them as far as you are
able, furnith them with good books fuited to
their capacity, and, fee that they attend the
public worthip of God : and you muft take
care fo to pafs the fabbath- day as to allow
them time, on that day at leaft, for reading
and refle@ion at home, as well as for atten-
dance at church.  Though this is'a part of
your religious duty, 1 mention it’ here, be-
caufe it is alfo a part of family management:
for the fame reafon, I fhall here take occafion
earneftly to recommend family prayers, which
are ufeful to all, but more particularly to
fervants—who, being con(’cantly employed,
are led to the neglett of private prayer—and
whofe ignorance makes it very dxfﬁcult for
them to frame devotions for themfelves, or to
choofé proper’ helps, amidft the numerous
books of fuperftitious or enthufiaftic nonfenfe,
which are printed for that purpofe. Even,
in a political light, this practice is eligible,
firice the idea, which it will give them of your
regularify and decency, if not counter- acted
by other parts of your condu&, will probably
increafe their refped for you, and will be fome

reftraint,
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reftraint, at leaft on their outward behawour,
though it fhould fail of that inward mﬂuence,
which in general may be hoped from i e

The prudent diftribution of your charita2
ble gifts may not improperly be conﬁdered
as a branch of Economy, fince the orreat
duty of almfgiving cannot be truly fulfilled
without a diligent attention fo to manage the
fums you can fpare as to produce the moft real
good ‘to your fellow-creatures. Many are
willing to'give money, who will not beftow
their time and confideration, and who there-
fore often hurt the community, when they
mean to do good to individuals. The larger
are your funds, the ftronger is the call upon
you to exert your induftry and care in difpo-
fing of them properly. It feems impoffible to
give rules for this, as every cafe is attended
with a variety of circumftances, which muft
all be confidered. In general, charity is moft
ufeful, when it is appropriated to animate the
induftry of the young, to procure fome eafe
and comforts to old age, and to fupport in
ficknefs thofe whofe daily labour is their only
maintenance in health, They, Who are fallen
421} into
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into indigence, from circumftances of eafe and
plcnty, and in whom education and habit have
added a thoufand wants to thofe of nature,
muft be confidered with the tendereft fym-
pathy, by every feeling heart. It is needlefs to
fay that to fuch the bare {upport of exiftence
is fcarcely a benefit—and that the delicacy
and liberality of the manner, in which, relief
is here offered, can alone make it a real a&k of
kindnefs. In great families, the wafte of pro-
vifions fufficient for the fupport of many pOof
ones, is a thocking abufe of the gifts of Pro-
vidence : nor thould any lady think it bes
neath her to ftudy the beft means of prevent-
ing it, and of employing the refufe of luxury
in the relief of the poor. Even the {fmalleft
families may give fome affiftance in this way;
if care is taken that nothing be walted.

.. I am fenfible, my dear child, that very little
more can be gathered from what [ have faid on
Economy, than thg general importance of it,
which cannot be tog, muchimprefled on your
mind, finge the natural turn of youné people
is to negle&t and even defpife.it;;,pot diftin.
guithing it frm parfimony and narzownefs of

{pirits
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{pirit. But, be aflured, my dear, there can be
no true generofity without it; and that the
moft enlarged and liberal mind will find it-
{elf not debafed but ennobled by it. Nothing
is more common than to fee the fame perfon,
whofe want of Econoemyis ruining his famil Vs
confumed with regret and vexation at the ef-
fect of his profufion ; and, by endeavouring
to fave, in fuch trifles as will not amount to
twenty pounds in a year, that which he waftes
by hundreds, incur the chara@er and fuffer
the anxieties of a mifer, together with the
misfortunes of a prodigal. A rational plan of
expence will fave you from all thefe corroding
cares, and will give you the full and liberal
enjoyment of what you fpend. An air of eafe,
of hofpitality,and franknefs, will reign in your
houfe, which will make it pleafant to your
friends and to yourfelf. . ¢ Better is a mor-
¢¢ fel of bread,” where this is found, than the
moft elaborate entertainment, with that air
of conftraint and anxiety, which often be-
trays the grudging heart through all the dif-
guifes of civility.

That you, my dear, may unite in yourfelf

the
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the admirable vitues of Generofity and Eco-

nomy, which will be the graceand erown of

‘ all your attainments; is-the earneft with of
Y qur ever aﬂ'e&ion_étg. i

W A g T g

'Y 7HILST you labour to enrich your
mind with the eflential virtues of
Chriftianity —with piety, benevolence, meek-
nefs, humility, integrity, and purity—and to,
make yourfelf ufeful in domeftic management,
T would not have my dear child neglect to pur-
fuethofe graces and acquirements, which may,
fet her virtue in the moft advantageous light,
adorn her manners, and enlarge her under-
ftanding : and this, not in the fpirit of vanity,
but in the innocent and laudable view of ren-
dering herfelf more ufeful and pleafing to her
fellow-creatures, and-confequently more ac-
ceptable to God. ' Politencfs of behaviour,
5V 4 and
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and the attainment of fuch branches of know=
ledge and fuch arts and accomplifhments as
are proper to your fex, cap:icity, and flation,
will prove fo valuable to yourfelf through
life, . and will make you fo defirable 2 com-
panion, that the neglet of them may reafon-
ably be deemed a negle& of duty ; fince it is”
undoubtedly our duty to cultivate the powers
entrufted to us, and to render ourfelves as
perfe&t as we can.

You muft have often obferved that nothing
is {o ftrong a recommendation on a flight aca
quaintance as polz'teizzfc; nor doesit lofe its va-

- lue by time or intimacy, when preferved, as
it ought to be, in the neareft conne@ions and
ftriGeft friendfhips. This delightful qualifi-
cation—fo univerfally admired and refpected,
but fo rarely pofleffed in any eminent degree
~—cannot but be a confiderable object of my
withes for you: nor thould either of us be dif-
couraged by the apprehenfion that neither I
am capable of teaching, nor you of learning
it, in perfection—I{ince whatever degree you
attain will amply reward our pains.

"Tobe perfetily polite, one muft have great

prefencc
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prefenie.of mindy Wwith a delicate‘and’ quick
Senfe of \propriety y or, in other words, one
fhould' be: able:to form an’ inftantaneous
Judgment of what is fitteft to be'faid or done,
onevery occafion as it offers. © I have known
one or two' perfons, who feemed to owe
‘this advantage 'to nature only, and to have
‘thes peculiar happinefs of being born, as’it
were, 'with another fenfe, bywH‘ic‘h they
had an immediate perception of what was
proper and improper, in cafes abfolutely new
to them : but this is the 18t of very few: In
‘general, propriety of behaviour muft be the
fruit of inftruétion, of obfervation, and rea-
foning ; and is to be cultivated and improved
‘like any other branch of knowledge or vir-
tue. A good temper is a neceflary ground-
work of it; and, if to this is added a good
underftanding, applied induftriowfly to. this
purpofe, 1 -think it-can-hardly fail of attain-
ing: all  that is effential ‘in ‘it. = Particular
modes and ceremonies of behaviour vary in
different . countries, and even in different
‘parts of the fame town. - Thefe can‘only be

9 M 94 Mearned
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learned by obfervation on ‘the manners of
thofe who are beft fkilled in' them, and by
keeping what is called good company, But
the principles of politenefs are the fame in
all places. Wherever there are human be-
ings, it muft be impolite to hurt the temper
or to fhock the paflions of thofe you converfe
with. It muft every where be good-breeding,
to {et your companions in the moft advanta-
geous point of light, by giving each the op~
portunity of difplaying their moft agreeable
talents; and by carefully avoiding all occa-
fions of expofing their defells ;—to exert
your own endeavours to pleafe, and to amufe,
but not to outfhine them ;—to give each
their: due thare of attention and notice—not
engrofling the talk, when others are defirous
to fpeak, nor, fuffering the converfation to
flag, for want of introducing fomething to
continue or renew a f{ubjed ;—not to pufh
your advantages in argument fo far that your
antagonift cannot retreat with honour :—In
thort, it is an univerfal duty in fociety to

confider others more than yourfelf— in
i ¢ honour
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¢ honour preferring one another.”” Chrifti-
anity, in this rule, gives the beft leflon of
politenefs 5 yet judgment muft be ufed in
the ‘application of it : Our humility muft
not be ftrained fo far as to diftrefs thofe we
mean to honour ; we muft not quit our pro-
per rank, nor force others to treat us impro=--
perly ; or to accept, what we mean as an ad--
vantage, againft their wills.—We fhould be-
perfectly eafy, and make others fo if we can.
But, this happy eafe belongs perhaps to the:
laft ftage of perfection in politenefs, and can:
hardly be attained till we are confcious that
we know the rules of behaviour, and are
not likely to offend againft propriety. Ina
very young perfon, who has feen little or-
nothing of the world, this cannot be ex-
pected ; but a real defire of obliging, and a
refpeltful attention,, will in a great meafure-
fupply. the want of knowledge, and will:
make every one ready to- overlook: thofe de--
ficiencies, which are owing only to the-
want.of opportunities to obferve. the mana.
ners of - polite. company. . You ought not

M2 therefora
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therefore to be too much deprefled by the
confcioufnefs - of fuch deficiencies, but en=
deavour to get above the fthame of wanting
‘what you have not had the means of ac-
quiring. Nothing heightens this falfe fhame,
and the awkwardnefs it occafions, fo much
as vanity.  The humble mind, contented
-to be known for what it is, and unembar=
raffed by the dread of betraying its igno-
rance, is prefent to itfelf, and can command
_the ufe of under’f’candir_lg, which will gene-
rally preferve you from any great. indeco-
rum, and will fecure you from that ridi-
cule, which is the punithment of affetation
rather than of ignorance. -People of fenfe
~will never defpife you, whilft you a& natu-
rally ; but, the moment you attempt to ftep
out of your own character, you make your=
felf an objet of juft ridicule.

Many are of opinion that a very young
woman can hardly be too filent and referved
in company ; and certainly, mnothing is fo
difgufting in youth as pertnefs and felf-con-
-geit, But, modefty  fhould be diftinguifhed

from
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from an awkward bafhfulnefs, and filence
thould only be enjoined, when it would be
forward and impertinent to talk. There are
many proper-opportunities for a girl, young
even as you are, to fpeak in company, with
advantage to herfelf; and, if fhe does it
without conceit-or affectation, fhe will al-
ways be more pleafing than thofe, who f{it
like ftatues, without fenfe or motion.  'When
you are filent, your looks fhould thew your
attention and . prefence to the company : a
refpectful and earneft. attention is'the moft
delicate kind of praife, and never fails to
gratify and pleafe. ~ You muft appear to be
interefted in what is faid, and endeavour to
improve yourfelf. by it : if you underftand
the fubject well enough to"afk now and
then a pertinent queftion, or if you can
mention any circumftances relating to it
that have not before been taken notice of;
this will be an 'agreeable way of fhowing
your willingnefs to make a part of the com-
pany, and will -probably ‘draw a particular
application to you,. from fome one, or other,

M 3 Then,
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Then, when called upon, you muft not draw
back as unwilling to anfwer, nor confine
yourfelf merely to yes or #o, as is the cuftom
of many young perfons, who become into-
lerable burthens to the miftrefs of the houfe,
whilft the ftrives in vain to draw them into
notice, and to give them fome fhare in the
converfation.

~In your father’s houfe it is certainly pro-
per for you to pay civility to the guefts,
and to talk to them in your turn—with mo-
defty and refpet—if they encourage you to
it. Young ladies of near your own age, who
vifit there, fall of courfe to your fhare to
entertain. - But, whilft you exert yourfelf to

make their vifit agreeable to them, you muft
not forget what is due to the elder part of

the company, nor, by whifpering and laugh-
ing apart, give them caufe to fufpe&, what
is too often true, that they themfelves are
the fubjects of your mirth. It is fo thocking
an outrage againft fociety, to talk of; or
laugh at any perfon in his own prefence,
that one would think it could only be com-

I0 mitted
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mitted by the vulgar. I am forry however
to fay, that I have too often obferved it
amongft young ladies, who little deferved
that title whilft they indulged their over-
flowing fpirits, in defiance of decency and
good-natufe. The defire of laughing will
_make fuch inconfiderate young perfons find
a fubje& of ridicule, even in the moft re-
fpe@able chara&ers. Old age, which—if not
_difgraced by vice or affeCtation—has the
jufteft title to reverence, will be mimicked
and infulted ; and even, perfonal defeéts and
infirmities will too often excite contempt
and abufe, inftead of compaffion. If you
have ever been led into fuch an altion, my
dear girl, call it ferioufly to mind, when you
are confeffing your faults to Almighty God:
and, be fully perfuaded, that it is not one
of the leaft which you have to repent of.
Y ou will be immediately convinced of this,
by comparing it with the great rule of juf-
tice, that of doing to all as you would they
thould do unto you. No perfon living is in-
fenfible to the injury of contempt, nor is

3 Bar ) there
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there any talent fo invidious; or fo certain
to create ill-will, as that of ridicule.  The
natural effeits of years, which all hope to
attain, and the infirmities of the body, which
none can prevent, are furely of all others
the moft improper objeéts of mirth, There
are fubje@s enough' that are innocent, and
on which you may freely indulge the viva-
city of your fpirits; for I would not con-
demn you to perpetual ferioufnefs—on the
contrary, I delight in a joyous temper, at
all ages, and particularly at yours.  Deli-
cate and good-natured raillery amongft equal
friends, if pointed only againft fuch trifling
errors as the owner can heartily join to laugh
at, or fuch qualities as they do not pique
themfelves upon, is both agreeable and ufe-
ful ; but then it muft be offered in perfe&
kindnefs and fincere good-humour ; if tinc-
tured with the leaft degree of malice, its
fting becomes venomous and deteftable. The
perfon rallied fhould have liberty and ability
to return the jeft, which muft be dropped upon
the firft appearance of its affe@ing the temper.
' You
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-You will, wonder perhaps, when I tell -
you that there are fome characters in the
world, which I would freely allow you to -
laugh at—tho’ not in their prefence. Ex-
travagant vaﬁity, and affeQation, .are the
natural fubjects of ridicule, which is their
proper punifhment. When you fee old
people, inflead of maintaining the dignity
of their years, ftruggling againft nature to
conceal them, aEe&ing the graces, and imi-
tating the follies of youth—Or. a young
perfon affuming. the importance and folem-
nity of old age—I do not wifh you to be in-
fenfible to the ridicule of fuch abfurd devia-
tions from truth and nature. You are wel-
come to laugh, when you.leave the com-
pany, provided you lay up a leflon for your-
felf -at the fame time, and remember, that
unle(s you improve your mind whilft you
are young, you alfo will be an infignificant
fool in old age—and that, if you are prefum-
ing and arrogant in youth, you are as ridi-
culous as an old woman with a head-drefs of
flowers,

In
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Inayounglady’sbehayiour towards gentle-
men, greatdelicacy is certainly required : yet,
I believe, women oftener err from too great a
confcioufnefs of the fuppofed views of men,
than from inattention to thofe views, or want
of caution againft them. You are at pre-
fent rather too young to want rules on this
fubject; but I could with that you fhould
behave almoft in the fame manner three
. years hence as now; and retain the fimpli-
city and innocence of childhood, with the
fenfe and dignity of riper years. Men of
loofe morals or .impértinent behaviour muft
always be avoided: or, if at any time you
are obliged to be in their company, you
muft keep them at a diftance by cold civi-
lity.  But, with regard to thofe gentlemen,
whom your parents think it proper for you
to converfe with, and who give no offence
by their own manners, to them I with you
to behave with the fame franknefs and fim-
plicity as if they were of your own fex. If
you have natural modefty, you will never
tranfgrefs its bounds, whilft you converfe
with
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with a man, as one rational creature with
another, without any view te the poflibility
of a lover or admirer, where nothing of that
kind is profeft ; where it is, 1 hope you will
‘ever be equally a ftranger to coquetry and
prudery ; and that you will be able to diftin-
guifh the effects of real efteem and love from
idle gallantry and unmeaning fine fpeeches :
the flighter notice you take of thefe laft, the
better ; and 'that, rather with good-humour’d
contempt than with affetted gravity: but,
the firft muft be treated with ferioufnefs and
well-bred fincerity ; not giving the leaft en-
‘couragement, which you do not mean, nor
afluming airs of contempt, where it is not
deferved. Bat this belongs to a fubject,
which T have touched upon in aformer let-
ter, I have already told you that you will
be unfafe in every ftep which leads to a feri-
ous attachment, unlefs you confult your
parents, from the firft moment you appre-
hend any thing of that fort to be intended :
Jet them be your firft confidents, and let eve-
1y part of ;your condud, in fuch a cafe, be

‘particularly dire¢ted by thems.
With
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With regard to accomplithments, the chief ™
of thefe is a competent fhare of reading, well
(fhofen and properly ~reculated ;3 and of this
I Iha]l fpeak more largely hereafter. Dan-
cmg and the knowlbdge of the French tongue
are now fo univerfal that they cannot be
difpenfed with in the education of a gentle-
woman ; and indeed they both are ufeful as
well as ornamental; the firft, by forming and
firengthening the body, and improving the
carriage ; the fecond, by opening a large
field of entertainment and improvement for
the mind. I believe there are more agreeable
books of female literature in French than in
any other language ; and, as they are not
lefs commonly talked of than Englith books,
you mutt often feel martified in company, if
you are too ignorant to read them. Italian
would be eafily learnt after French, and, if
you have leifure and opportunity, may be
worth your gaining, though in your {tation
of life it is by no means neceflary,

To write a free and legible hand, and to
underftand common arithmetic, are indifpen-
fable requifites,

As
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- "As to mufic and drawing, I would only
-wifh you to follow as Genius leads : you
-have fome turn for the firft, and ‘I thould be
forry to fee you neglet a talent, which will
at leaft afford you an innocent amufement,
though it thould not enable you to give much
pleafure to your friends: I think the ufe of
both. thefe arts is more for yourfelf than for
others : it is but feldom that a private perfon
has leifure or application enough to gain any
‘high degree of excellence in them ; and your
- own partial family are perhaps the only per-
fons who would not much rather be enter-
tained }by the performance of a profeflor
than by yours : but, with regard to yourfelf,
it is of great confequence to have the power

of filling up agreeably thofe intervals of time
which too often hang heavily on the hands
of a woman, if her lot be caft in a retired
{fituation. Befides this, it is certain that
even a {mall fhare of knowledge in thefe arts
will heighten your pleafure in the perform-
ances of others : the tafte muft be improved
“before it.can be fulceptible of an exquifite
relith

9]
-
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relith for any of the imitative arts: An un=
{kilful ear is feldom capable of comprehends
~ing Harmony, or of diftinguithing the moft
delicate charms of Méz’ody. The pleafure of
feeing fine paintings, or even of contemplat-
ing the beauties of Nature, muft be greatly
heighten’d by our being converfant with the
rules of drawing, and by the habit of confi-:
dering the moft piCturefque obje&ts. As I
look upon tafte to be an ineftimable fund of
innocent delight, I with you to lofe no op-
portunity of improving it, and of cultivating.
in yourfelf the relifh of fuch pleafures as will:
not interfere with a rational fcheme of life,
" nor lead you into diffipation, with all its at-
tendant evils of vanity and luxury.

" As to the learned languages, though L
refpect the abilities and application of thofe
ladies, 'whohave attained them, and who
make 2 modeft and proper ufe of them, yet
I would by ne means advife you—or any
woman who is net ftrongly impell’d by a
particular genius—to engage in fuch ftudies..
“The labour and time which: they require are-

. generally
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generally incompatible with our natures and
proper employments : the real knowledge
which they fupply is not eflential, fince the
Englith, Frenchy or Italian tongues afford
tolerable tranflations of all the mofk valuable
productions of antiquity, befides the multi-
tude of original authors which they furnifh ;
and thefc are much more than fufficient to
ftore your mind with as many -ideas as you
will know how to manage. The danger of
pedantry and prefumption in a woman-—of
her exciting envy in one fex and jealoufy in
- the other—of her exchanging the graces of
imagination for the feverity and precifenefs
of a {cholar, would be, I own, fufficient to.
frighten me from the ambition of feeing my
girl remarkable for learning. Such objeions
are perhaps ftill fironger with regard to the
abftrufe {ciences.

Whatever tends to embellith your fancy,
to enlighten your underftanding, and furnifly
you with ideas to reflet upon when alone,
or to converfe upon in company, i$ certainly
well Worth your acquifition, The wretched

expedient, -



276 On Politencfs and Accomplifments.

- expedient, to which ignorance fo often drives}
- our fex, of calling in {lander to enliven the
. tedious infipidity of converfation, would alone
* be a ftrong reafon for enriching your mind
with innocent “fubjeéts of entertainment,’
which may render you a fit companion for
. perfons of fenfe and knowledge, from whom
you may reap the moft: defirable improve-
ments : for, though I think reading indif-
~ penfably neceffary to the due cultivation of
your mind, I prefer the converfation of fuch
. perfons to every other method of inftruction+
- but, this you cannot hope to enjoy, unlefs
- you qualify yourfelf to bear a part in fuch
fociety, by, at leaft, a moderate fhare of
reading.

Though religion is the moft important of
all your purfuits, there are not many.books
on that fubject, which I fhould recommend
o you at prefent. Controverfy is wholly
simproper at your age, and it is alfo too foon
«for you to enquire into the evidence of the
“truth of revelation, ‘or to ftudy the difficult

,parts of fcripture : when thefe fhall come be-
' fore
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fore you, there are many excellent books,
from which you may receive great afliftance.
At prefent, practical divinity—clear of fu-
perftition and enthufiafm, but addrefled to
the heart, and written with a warmth and
{pirit capable of exciting in it pure and ra-
tional piety —is what I with you to meet
with. .

+ "T'he principal ftudy, I woeuld recommend,
is hiftory. 1 know of nothing equally proper
to entertain and improve at the fame time,
or that is fo likely to form and ftrengthen
your judgment, and, by giving you a liberal
and comprehenfive view of human nature,
in fome meafure to {upply the defe& of that
experience, which is ufually attained too late
to be of much fervice to us. Let me add,
that more materials for converfation are fup-
plied by this kind of knowledge, than by al-
moft any other ; but I have more to fay to
you on this fubject in a future letter,

The faculty, in which women ufually
moft excel, is that of imagination ; and, when
properly cultivated, it becomes the fource of

N all
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all that is moft charming in focicty. Nothing
you can read will fo much contribute to
the improvement of this faculty as poctry;
~ which, if applied to its true ends, adds a
thoufand charms to thofe fentiments of reli-
gion, virtue, generofity, and delicate tender-
nefs, by which the human foul is exalted and
refined. T hope, you are not deficient in na-
tural tafte for this enchanting art, but that
you will find it one of your oreateft pleafures
to be converfant with the beft poets, whom
our language can bring you acquainted with,
particularly, thofe immortal ornaments of our
nation, Shakefpear and Milton. The firft is
not only incomparably ‘the nobleft genius in
dramatic poetry, but the greateft mafter of
nature, and the moft perfeét characterifer of
men and manners : in this laft point of view,
T think him ineftimable ;and I am perfuaded
that, in the courfe of your life, you will fel-
dom find occafion to correét thofe obferva-
tions ‘on human nature, and thofe principles
of morality, which you may extraét from his
capital picces. You will at firft find his lan-

guage
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guage difficult ; but, if you take the afliftance
of a friend, who underftands it well, you wiil
by degrees enter into his manner of phrafeo-
logy, and perceive a thoufand beauties, which
at firft lay buried in obfolete words and un-
couth conftructions. The admirable £/ay
on Shakefpear, which has lately appeared, fo
much to the honour of our fex, will open
your mind to the peculiar excellencies of this
author, and enlighten your judgment on dra-
matic poetry in general, with fuch force of
reafon and brilliancy of wit as cannot fail to
delight as well as inftruct you.

Our great Englifh poet, Milton, is as far
above my praife as his Paradife Lofi, is above
any thing which I am able to read, except
the facred writers. "The fublimity of his {ub-
ject fometimes leads him into abftrufenefs ;
but many parts of his great poem are eafy to
all comprehenfions, and muft find their way
direétly to every heart by the tendernefs and
delicacy of his fentiments, in which he js
not lefs ftrikingly excéllent than in the rich-
nefs and fublimity of his imagination, Ad-

N2 . difon’s



180  On Politenefs and Accomplifbments.
difon’s criticifm in the Speétators, written
with that beauty, elegance, and judgment,
which diftinguith all his writings, will afift
‘you to underftand and to relifh this poem.
It is neecdlefs to recommend to you the
‘tranflations of Homer and Virgil, which
‘every body reads that reads at all. You
muft have heard that Homer is efteemed
the father of poetry, the original from whence
“all the moderns—not excepting Milton him-
{elf—borrow fome of their greateft beauties,
and from whom they extraé thofe rules for
compofition, which are found moft agree-
able to nature and true tafte. Virgil, you
know, is the next in rank amongft the claf-
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