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ADVERTISEMENT. 

T HE very flattering reception which the 

following work experienced from an in­

dulgent Public through three fucceffive edi­

tions, has encouraged the Editor to enlarge 

_ the plan, and thus render the piece of more ex­

tenfive utility. 

THE abilities of Lord CHESTERFIEtn to in­

culcate fuch precepts ·as lhould form the mind 

and fafhion the manners of youth, are too uni_ 

verfally admired to need encomium. In the An_ 

VICE of thJ.t noble Earl to his SoN, there are to 

be found fuch judicious remarks on men, man­

ners, and things, conneBed with fo .intimate a 

knowle<lge of the world, that the fentiments, 

conftdered as maxims, form a very valuable fyf­

tem of education. 

BuT as the obfervations of different writers 

()11 the fame fubjecl: are mutually illufirative .of 

each other ; to render the following work ac­

ceptable, a variety of Notes are fubjoined, ex­

tracl:ed from a fma 11 treatife on politenefs, enti­

tled "GALATEo." This exquifite piec~ was 

A 3 written 
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written by the Archbi!hop of Benevento, in the 
fixteenth century, about the commencement of 
the rei gn of queen Elizabeth; and it ihews (as 
the Englilh Tranflator obfer ves) " to what a 
" degree of refinement, both in manners and 
" literMure, the Italians were arrived , at a pe­
" riod when we were jufi: emerg ing from igno­
,, ranee and barbarity." Of the treatife thus 
defcribed it is only neceffary further to add, that 
it has heen trauflated into Latin as well as the 
modern languages; and fo celebrated is· the 
fame of the author, that at this day it is pro­
·verbial in I taly to pronounce of an ill~brcd man, 
,, That he has notread GALATEo," 

WITHOUT intending the mofr difiant impu­
tation of pl agiarifm, it may be prefumed, that 
Lord CHESTERFIELD had this very book before 
him when he wrote his Letters to his Son. The 
reader who takes the trouble of comparing the 
extracl:s from GALATEO now fubjoined, with the 
fentiments of the noble E arl, will mofr proba­
.bly be of the fame opin ~on. 

THAT nothing mi ght be wantin~ to render 
the foll owing work complete, the PRECEPTS of 
Lord BURLEIGH to his SoN are added, as high­ly efbmable on t he fubj eB:s of manners and 
education. The m ofr ordin ary fent1ments of 
fo dignified a character acquire weight ; but 

,.,. when 
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Vll 

when a feries of well-digefied Precepts, the re­

fult of great knowledge and extenfive experience, 

are delivered for the guidance of a Son in the 

momentous concerns of life and happinefs , the 

Preceptor cl ai ms our efieem, and his opinions 

our reveren~·e. 

To the preceding editions of this work, the 

Marchionefs de LAMBER T's ADVICE to her SoN, 

and the MoRAL REFLECTIONS of the Due de la 
RocHEFOUCAULT, were annexed, although 

omitted to be noticed in the Preface. 'I'hefe pieces 

are continued in the prefent edition. But the dif_ 

fufive, and it is hoped pertinent, extratl:s from 

GALA TEO, together with the PRECEPTS of Lord 

BURLEIGH to his SoN, which are now firjl intro­

duced as parts of the work, afford fo copio us an 

improvement as to give novelty ancl additional 

value to this edition. Should the Public be of 

the (ame opinion, the expccration of the Editor 

will be amply gratified. So much depends on 

education, that fcarcdy too much can be ad­

vanced on the fu bjeB: ; and even if it fhould 

fail of fuccds, an effort to ben efit the rifing ge­

neratiun is high ly honourable, and affords that 

felf-approving hour which is the beft reward of 

every well-meant endeavour. 

CON-
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L O R D C H E S T E R F I E Tu D's 

.AD VI CE T O HIS S ON. 

AB S E N C E O F MIND. 

AN Abfent Man i.s generally either a very weak., 
or a very affected man ; he js, however, a 

very difagreeable man in company. He is 

defedive in all ' the common offices of civility; ,he 
does not enter into the general converfation, but 

breaks into it from time to time, with fome Harts of 
his own, as if he waked from a dream. He feems 

wrapped. up in thought, and poffibly does not .think 
at all: he does not know his rnofi intimate acq'uaiot­

ance by fight, or anfwers them as if he were at crofs 

purpofes. He leaves his hat in one room, his cane 

in another, and wou,ld probably leave his fho~ in a 

third, if his buckles, though awry, did not fave them. 

This is a fore indication, either of a mind fo weak , 

that it cannot bear above one object at a time; or fo 

affeB:ed, that it would be foppofed to be wholly en~ 

groffeq by fome very great <1;nd important objeB:s. 

Sir Ifaac Newton, Mr. Locke, and perhaps five or fix 
B · more 
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more fince the Creation, may have had a right to 
apfence, from the intenfe thought their inveftigations 
required ; but fuch liberties cannot be claimed by, 
nor will be tolerated in, any other perfons. -

No ~an is, in any degree, fit for either bufinefi, 
or converfation, who does not command his attention 
to the prefent object, be it what it will. W hen I fee 
a man abfentin mind, I choofe to be abf~nt in body; 
for it is almoft impoffible for me to fray in the room~ 
as I cannot ftand inattention and awkwardnefs. 

I , 

I wou 1 n ra ther be in company with a dead man, 
than with an abfent one; for if the dead man afford5 
me no pleafure, at leaft he D1ews me no contempt; 
whereas the abfent man very plainly, though filently, 
tells me that he does not think me worth his atten­
tion. Befides, an abfent man can never m?.ke any 
obfcrvations upon the characlers, cuftoms, and man­
ners of the company. H~ may be in the be.ft com­
panies all his life-time (if they will admit him), :ind 
never become the wifer: we may as well converfe 
with a deaf man, as an abfen t one. It is indeed a 
practical blunder to addrefs our{clves to a man, who, 
we plainly perceive, neither hears, minds, nor under-
ftands us *. · 

* It is very unpolite to appear melancholy and thought­
ful; and, as it were, abJent from the company where 
you are, and wrapt up in your own reflections . And 
though perhaps this may be allowable in thofe, who, for 
many years, have b;::en entirely immcrfed in the fludy and 
ccntemplation of the liberal ,:.r ts and fciences; yet , in other 
people, this is by no means to be tolerated. Nay, fuch 
perfons would act but pr'udently, if, at thofe feafons when 
they are difpo(~d to indulge the.ir own private meditations, 

they 
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A T T E N T I O N. 'A MAN is fit for neither bufi.nefs nor pleafure, 
who either cannot, er does not, command and 

<lirect his attention to the prefent object, fi:nd, in fame 
degree, banifh, for that time, all other objects from 
his thoughts. If at a ball, a fupper, or a party of 
pleafure, a man were to be folving, in his own mind, 
a problem in Euclid, he would. be a very bad com­
panion, and make a poor figure in that company; 
or if, in ftudying a problem in his clofet, he were to 
think of a minuet, I am apt to believe that he would 
make -a very poor mathematician., 

they w.ould fequefter themfelves entirely from the company 
of other people. 

To th is it may be added (by the w ay) that a well-bred 
man _ought to check a di[po:lition to gaping frequently; 
becaure this yaw,ning propenfity fe=ms to arife from a: 
certain weal'inefs and difgufi; wh.en the perfon, who is 
thus difpo(ed to be gaping continually, wan t~ to be fome­
where elfe, rather than wiwre hF.: now is; and therefore ap- • 
pears fick of the converfation and arnufements of the 
11refent com p.any. 

And certa inly, Let a , man be ever fo much i'nclined to 
· gaping, yet if he is intent upon c1ny agreeable am~fement, 
or engaged in any ierious meditation, he ealily get s rid of 
this propenf1ty. But he who is idle and <lifengaged from . 
all bu/inefs, this habit is extremely apt'ro creep upon him. 
H en ce it com es to pafs, that if any one perfon happeus to 
gape in a wmpi!ll)', who hwe nothing elfo to eng;,.ge their 
attention, all the refi: ufually; follow his example; as if hi! · 

, had put them in mind of doing, what, it they Jud thought 
of it, they otherwi!e intended to hav~ dolle. Now, as in 
the Latin and other languages, ·a y.awning fellow is fyno., 
nimous or equivalent to a negligent and fluggi/h follow; 
this idle cuflom ought certainly to be avoided; b~ing (as 
was 9bfrrved) clifagreeable to the.figh t, offenfi ve to the ear, 
and contrary a1fo to rhat natural claim which every one has 
t0 reipeet. For when we i11dulge oudelves in this Jifilefs 

B z behav~Oi!r, 
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THERE is time enough for every thing, in the 
courfe of the day, if you do but one thing at once : 
but there is not time enough in the year, if< you will 
do two things a,t a time • . 

TH rs fteady and undi.ilipated attention to one ob­
jeer is a fore. mark ,of a fu perior genius ; as hurry, 
buftle, and agitation·, are the never-failing fymptoms 
of a weak and frivolous mind. 

INDEED, without attention nothing is to be done: 
want of attention, which is really want of thought, 
i~ either folly ormadnefs. You fhould not only have 
attention to every thing, but a quiclynefs of attention, 
fo as to obferve, at once, all the people in the room, 
their motions, their looks, and their words; ' and yet 
without fl:aring at them, and feeming to be an ob­
f erver. This q_uick and unobferved obfervation is 
of infinite advantage in life, and is to be acquired 
with care; and, on the contrary, what is called ab­
fence, which is a thoughtleffnefs and want of atten­
tion about what is doing, makes a man fo like either 
a fool dr a n1adma'n, that, for my part, I fee no real 
difference. A fool never has thought ;: a madman 
has loft it ; and an abfent man 1s, for the time, 
without it. 

IN iliort, the moil material knowledge of all, I 
mean the knowledge of the world, is never to be ac-

behaviour, we not only intimate, that the company we are 
in does ~ot greatly pleafe us ; but alfo make a difcovery 
p 0t very adv.antageous to ourfelves ; I _ rnean, that we are 
of a drowfy, leth:i.rgic difpofi tion; which ·mufr render us by 
110 means a·miable or pleafing to thofe with whom w~ 
converfe.-GALAT.EO, · 

quired 

I 
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quired without great attention; and I know many 

old, people, who, though they have Jived long in the 

world, are but children frill as to the kP.owledge of 

it, from their levity and inattention. Certain forms, 

which all people comply with, and certain arts, which 

all people aim at, hide, in fome degree, the truth , 

2nd give a general exterior re fern blancc to almofr 

every body. Attention and fagacity muft fee through 

that veil, and difcover the natural characcer. 

Aon to this, there are little attentions which are 

-infi ni tely e ngaging, and which fenfibly affect that 

degree of pride and felf-Iove which is infeparable 

from human nature ; as they are unqueH:ionable 

proofs of the regard a·nd confideration which we h ave 

for the perfons to whom we pay them. As for ex­

ample : Suppofe you invited any body to dine or fop 
with you, you ought to recollecl: if you had fJbferved 

that they had any favourite difh, and take care to 

provide it for them : and when it came, you fhou ld 

fay, " You fee med to me, at fuch and fuch a place, 

" to give tr;r chih a preference, and therefore I or­

''• de red it.-This is the wine 'that I obferve~· you 

" liked, and therefore I procured fome." Again : 

JvioH: -people -have ·their weakneffes ; they have their 

averfions or trieir likings to fo~h or fuch things. If 
we were to laugh at a man for his avedion to a cat or 

cheefe (which are co mmo n antipathies), or, by inat­

tention or negligence, t? let them cor:ie in his \.vay 

where we could prevent it; he would, in the firfi: cafe, 

think himfelf infulted, and in the fec;ond, flighted ; 

and would remember both. But, on the other hand, 

our care to procure for him what he likes, and to 

~emove from him what he diflik.es, ihcws him that h;e 

B 3 is 
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is at leail: an object of our attention, flatters his va­nity, and perhaps makes him ~more your friend, than a more important fervice would have done. The more trifling thefe things are, the more thq prove your attention for the perfon, and are confequently the more engaging. Confult your own breaft, and re­
collect how thefe little attentions, when fhewn you by others, flatter that degree of felf-love and vanity from which no man living is free. Reflect how they incline and attract you to that perfon, and how you are propitiated afterwards to all which that perfon 
fays or does. The fame caufes will have th~ fame 
effects in your favo~r. 

... ¥FFriD?l4 _i¥ ff 

.f\Wl(WARDNESS OF DIFFERENT 
KINDS. 

MANY very worthy and fenfible people have 
certain odd tricks, ilt habits, and awkward­neifes in their behayiour *, which excite a difguit to~ 

* A gentleman ought not to run, or walk in too great a hurry along the ftreets; for it is beneath the dignity of a perfon of any rank, and more becoming a running-footman or a pol1::-boy : beli<les that, in running, a man appears fa-: tigued, perfpire!; freely, and puffs and blows; all which are mifbecoming a man of any confeque'nce. 
Nor yet ought our pace to be fo very flow and tortoife­

like, 
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and diflike of their perfons, that cannot be removed 

· or overcome by any other valuable endowment or 

merit which' they may poifefs. 

Now, awkwardnefs can proceed but from two 

caufes; either from not having kept good company., 

or from not having att_ended to it: 

WHEN an awkward feilow firft comes into a room, 

it is highly probable, th at his fw.ord gets bet-.veen 

his legs, and throws him down, or makes him frumble, 

at leaft; when he has recovered this accident, he goes 

a.n'd. places himfelf in the. very pla'ce of the_ whole 

like, nor fo llate ly and affec'cecJ, like that of fome lady of 

quality, or a bride. 
To {tagger, l ikewife, or totter about as wG walk, ar.d to 

ftrei-ch ourfdves out~ as it were, with monfirous (hides, 

is fcolifh and ridiculous_. 
Neither 011glit your hands to 'hang dangling down; nor 

yet your arms' ,o be proje&l:ed or toffed h2c kwards and for. 

- wards, like 9 plowman that is fawing liis corn. 

• Neither fh uuld you fl: ar.e a man in the face, whom yoy 

meet, with your eyes .fixed upon him, as if yo,ll faw fome­

tli ing to wonder at in his ap pearance. 

There are fome people , likt.:wiie, who ·~nlk like a timo. 

rous or blind ·horfe, litting up tlwir legs fo hi-gh, as if they 

were drawing them ,out of a bulhel; and fame vyho ll:amp 

th ei r feet with g rea t violence again ft 1he ground, and with a 

110i{e hardly excee-led by the rumblin g of a waggor.. ,One 

m :rn throws his feet out obliqt1ely, as_ if he yvere kicking a t 

you ; this rnan knocks one knee c1ga inl1: the other, o.r per­

!1aps fi:oops down at every ll:ep to pull up ' his frocki.r.,gs» 

There are fome, w!.10, by an indecent motion of their .. rumps, 

have an-unequal kind of gait, like the waddling of a d1.1ck; 

a ll which things, though not of much con foq uen c'.!, yet, 

being fomewhat awkward anJ ungenteel , ufually difple,de. 

There arc others who have an hab-it of diJl:ending their 

]3 4 jaw~ 
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room where be iliould not ; there he foon lets his hat 
fall down, and, in taking it up again, throws down 
his C.'.l.ne; in recovering his cane, his hat falls a fe­
cond time; fo that he is a quarter of an hour before 
he is in order again. lf he dnnks tea or coffee, he 
certai 1ly fcalJs hi.s mouth, and lets either the cup or 
the faucer fall, and fpills the tea or coffee in his 
·breeches. At dinner, his awkwardnefs diHinguifhes 
itfelf particularly., as he has more to do : there he 
holds his knife, fork, and fpoon, differently from 
other people ; eats ·with his knife to the great dan­
ger of his mouth, picks his teeth with his fork, and 
puts his fpoon, which has been in his throat twenty 

jaws every moment, twilting in their eyes, inflating their cheeks, puffing, blowino-, and mar,y other inelegant ways of disfiguring their faces ; from which, if they at all ftudied what was becoming, they would entirely abflain. For 
Pallas herfelf, a-s the poets feign, ufed fometimes to amufe herfelf with playjng upon the pipe; in which fhe was ar­
rivecl at no com ;:non degree of excellence ; but as n;e was one day very intent upon her amufernent, {he /1:rolled to a fountain, where, forveying her!clf in the liq8iJ mirror, and 
obferving the fl:range and monfl:ro11s appearance of her . ,;:ountenance, {he blu/hed, and immediately threw away her 
pipe: nor indeed without very good reafon ; for thefe kind of wind-in/1:r.uments are not fit for a lady , nor indeed for a gentleman; hut for the lower fort of peop le, who, through neceffity, are obiiged to pract:ife it as a profeffion. 

vVhat is here fai<l of this inel eo-a nt di/1:or•ion of the 
face, is applicable to every other pa;·t of the human body. It is ungenteel to be continually thrull:ing out your tong ue, or twifl:i11g up your beard, as many do ; to !'mack your 
:fingers er rub your hands; " to elaborate a figh," with a peculiarly dol efu l found (like peo ple 111 a ftv •; r), which many peGple are guilty of; or to afLH :a fuddc:n !hivering over your whole bocly; or to bawl out when you are gap. 
1ng, li ke a country fellow that has been ilee,r ing in a hay­
lott,-:-GALATEO. 

ume, 
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times, into the dillies again. If he is to carve>, he 
can never hit the joint; but, in his vain efforts to 
cut through the bone, fcacters the fau ..:e in every 
body's face. He generally daubs hirnfelf with foup 

, 4nd greafe, though his napkin is commonly f1uck 
_through a button-hole, and tickles his chin . When 
he drinks, he infallibly coughs in his glafs, and be­
fprinkles the company. Lciides all this, he has 
ftrange tri cks and geftures; fuch as fouffing up his 
nofe, making faces, putting his fingers in his nofe, 
or blowing it and looking afterwards in his handker- · 
chief, fo as to make the company fi-:k. His hands 
are troublefome to him when he has not fomcthing in 
them, and he does not know where to put them ; but 
they, are in perpetual motion betv1cen his bofom and 
his breeches*; he does not wear hi, cloaths, and, in 

fhort, does nothiog like ocher peopie. All this, I 

* Tbe habit which fome people h:we got, of thru!ting 
their hands into their bofoms, or handling any rart of theit· 
}'tdons which is ufoally covered, is an obvious inihnce of 
indecency, and very improper. 

Iu like manner, it is very 11nbecoming a well-bre<l man 
and a gentleman, to make any fort of prepaPt:on, in the 
prefence of others, for complying with ,he nectilities of na­
t)..lre; and much more fo, to r~turn to his comp:llly heforc 
he has completdy adjufted every 1-rnrt of his Jrefs. 

There is a [et of people extremely odious and tronhle­
fome; who, in their converfation wi1h others, by their ge1-
tures an<l behaviour, are really guilty of a lie: for tho,1i;h 
by the confeffion of every one, the fir(t, or at lea/t a 
more honourable place is juil:ly due to them, yet 1hey I er­
petually feize11pon the very loweft; an•! it is ~n intolerable 
plague to f,irce them up higher: for, like a (bnlifh or re­
fracl:ory h,:-rfe, they are every moment rnnni:1g back ; fo 
,t_har, in genteel company> there is an infinite deal of truuble 

with 
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' own, is not in any degree criminal ; but it is highly 

difagreeable and ridiculous in company, and ought 
mofr carefully to be avoided by whoever defires to 
pleafe. 

FROM this account of what you fhould not do, yo14 
may ea~ly judge what you fhould do; and a due at­
tention to the manners of people of fafhion, and 
who have f~en the world, w· J make it habitual and 
familiar to you. 

THERE is, likewife, an awkw:ndnefa of expreffion 
and words moft carefully to be avoided; fuch as falfe 
Engli!h, bad pronunciation, o_!d fa) in gs, and common 
proverbs ; which ·are fo many proofs of having kept 
bad ang lo_w company. For example: If, inftead of 
faying, that "ta{tes are different, and that ev.ery man 
" h:i.s hi~ own pecuE-ar one," you fhould let off a pro­
verb, and fay, that "what is one man's meat is ano­
" ther man's poifon ;" or elfe, " every one as they 
~' like, as the good man faid when he kiffed his 
~,cow;" every body wou ld be perfoadcd tlnt you 
h;i,d never kept compq.ny with any body above foot­
men and houfoma.ids. 

THERE i·s likewife an awkwardnefs of tJie mind, 
· th1t OL~g½ t to be, and wit!1 care may be·, avoided; as, 
for in11:ance, to mifrakc or forget names. To fpeak 

wi th foch people, whenever they come to a c0or; for they 
will hy no means in th e worl d be prc.v:.i:le<l upon to go firfl; 
but I un, iometimes acrofs yuu, fometimes quite back­
wards, and wi1h thei r hancis an d arms clt'fenu themfelves, 
an,! rn?.ke focn a bultle, that at every tl!ird fl::1ir you mu!t 
enre1 into a regular conte1t with them; hy wliic.h mea:,s ,dl 
the pl ea lure of:· our vifi t, or J'on~ecimes _even the moft impor­
tant bu!in fs, muJt be nec1.fLl!'ily iutcrrupt,,<l,-GALAT.r-0 , 

of 
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of Mr. Wh~t-d'ye-call Him, ?r Mrs. Thingum, or 
How-d'ye-call Her, is exceilively awkward and ordi­
nary. To call people ✓by improper titles and appel ­
lations is fo too ; as, my Lord, for Sir; and Sir , for 
my Lord. To begin a ftory or a narration when 
you are not perfect in it, and cannot go through with 
it, but are forced, poilib1y, to fay in the rr.. :ddle of it, 
H I have forgoc the ref!:," is very unpleafant and 
bungling. One muft be extremely exaB:, clear, :i.nd 
perfpicuous in every thing one fays; othcnvife, in­
ftead of entertaining or informing others, one only 
tires and puzzles them. 

B A S H F U L N E S S. 
- . 

BASHFU~NESS is the di.f!:in.gui0~ngcharaB:er of 
an Engli.fh booby, who appears frightened out of 

his wits if people of fafhion fpeak to him, and blufoes 
and fl:a1t1mers without bein P- able t'o o,ive a proper an-

o b . 

fwer ; by which meaos he becomes truly ridiculousJI 
from the groundlefs fear of being laughed at, 

THE Re. is a very m aterial difference between modefty 
and an awkward ba{hfulnefs , which is as ridic.ulous as 
true modefl:y is commendable: it is as abford to be a 
fimpleton as to be an impuden t fellow; and we make our.,. 
felves contemptible, if we can no~ come into a r6om anl 

fpeak to p~ople without 0eing out of countenance, or 
wichou~ 
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without emb;,rraffment. A man who is rea11y diffident, 
timid, ;;nd ba01fol, be his merit what it will, never 
can 1'ufl1 liimfelfir1 thev,1or!J; his def,,onde,1cv thro·.vs r 

J. • him into inatlion, :ind the forward, Lhe buftling, and 
the petulanr, will alw:iys p! ecede him. The mannei­
makes the whole difference "\iVhat would be impudence 
in one ma:1, is only a pr,Jper and decent ,dforance 
in another. A rr.an of fenfe, and of knowledge of the 
worid, \Vill a!fert his own rights, and purfoe his own 
objetls, as fleadily and intrepidly as the mofrimpuden t 
m an living, and commonly more fo ; but th.er1 he has 
art enough to give,«n outward air of mQdeity to all he 
does. This engages and prevails, whillt the .very fam e 
th ings £hock and fail, from the over-be.1ring or impu­
dent manner only of doing them. 

ENGLISH MEN, in general, are afhamed of going 
i_nto company. vVhen we avoid :fingularity, \Vhat 
fhould we be aih:imed oP And why fhculd not we 
go into a mixed company with as much eafe, and 
as little co;1ce'rn, as we would go into our own rocm? 
Vice and ignorance ;ue the only things \';c ough t to 
be afhamed of : while we keep -clear of them , we 
may venture any where witl;ont f1.;2 r or concern . 
Not l-i in g finks a young man i1:to lovv t:ompany fo 
forely as Bafhfulnefs . Ifhe thinks that he fhall not, 
he molt furely will not pleafc. · 

SoME, i r:dee3 , from feeling the pain and incon­
veniencies of Bafhfulnefo, have rufhcd i':1 to the ether 
extreme, and turned impudent; as cov1ards fome ­
tim es g_row defperate from exccfs of danger : but 
this is equally to be avoided , there bcir:,g nothing 
more generally !hocking than im udence. The 

medium 
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medium between thefe two extremes points out the 

well-bred man, who always feels himfclf firm and 

eafy in all companies; who is mode.ff ithout being 

bafhfol, and f.l:eady without being impudent. 

A MEAN f~llow is afhamed and etnbarraffed when 

he comes into company, is difconcerted when fpoken 

to, anfwers \Vith diuicu!ty, and does not know how 

to difpofe of his hanC:s; but a gentleman who is 

acquainted with the world, appears in company with 

a graceful and prnper aifurance, and is perfectly eafy 

and unembarraifed. He is not dazzled by fuperior 

rank; he pays all the refpecl: that is due to it, with­

out being difconcerted ; and can converfe as eafily 

with a king as with any oae of his fobje-,:ls. This is the 

great adv:antageof being introduced young into good 

company, and. of conveding with our fuperiors. A 

well-bred man will converfe with his inferiors with­

out infolence, and with his fuperiors with reipecl:, and 

with eafe. Add to thit that a man of a gentleman­

like behaviour, rhough of inferior parts, is better 

received than a man of fuperior abilities , who is 

unac·quainted with the world. Modefl:y and a po­
lite eaf y aff urance fhculd be united. 

Co M ... 
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T O keep good company, efpecialiy at our fir!t 
fetting out, is the way to receive good im­preffions. Good company is not what refpettive fets of company are pleafed either to call or think themfelves. It confifts chiefly ( though not wholly) of peopie of confiderable birth, rank, and charac­ter ; for people cf neither birth nor rank are fre­quently and very juftlr, admitted into it, if diftin­guifned by any peculiar merit, or eminency in any liberal art or Lience. So motley a thing is good company, iliat many people, without birth, rank, or merit, intrude into it by their own forwardnefs , and others get into it hy Lhe protettion of fome confi­derable perfon. In this fafhion::i.b le good company, the befi manners :rnd the purci1: language are moft unqueftionab!y to be learned ; for they efrablifh and give the TON to both, w.1ich ~,re called the language and manners of good comp:my, neither of them being afr:ertained by any legal ttibunal. 

A cal\UANY of people of the firft quality cannot be called good company, in the common acceptation of the phrafc, unlefs they are the fafhionable and accredited company of the place ; for people of the firft quality can be as filly, as ill-bred, and as worth­lefs, as people cf the meanefr degree. And a com­pany, confifl:ing wholly of people of very low con­dition, whatever the-ir merit or talents may be, can never be called good company ; and therefore fuouid not be much frequented, though by no means defpifed. 

A COM-



C O M P A N Y. 15 

A ·coMPANY wholly compofed of learned men, 

though greatly to be refpecled, is not mean t by the 

words good company : they cannot have the eafy and 

polifhed manners of the world, as they do not tive 
in it. If we can bear our parts well in foch a com­

pany, it will be proper- to ·be in it fometirnes, and 

we fhall be· more efi:eemed in oth~r companies for 

having a place in that. 

A COMPANY confiiling v.rholly of profeffed wits 

and peets, is very iuvitiP.g to young men, who are 

pleafed with it, if they h:iYe \fit themfelves ; and if 
they have none, are foolifa:y proud of being one of 

it. ButJud1 companies fuould be frequented with 

moderation and jadgement. A wit is a very unpo­

pular denomination, as it carz-ies terror along with 

it ; and people are as much afraid of a wit in com­

pany :is a woman is of ·a- gun, which fue fuppofes 

may go off of itfelf, and do her a mifchief. Their 

·acqtrnintance, h~wever, is worth feeking, and their 

company worth frequenting ; but n0t exd u:lively of 

others, nor to fuch a degree as to be confidered only 
as one of that particular fet. 

ABOVE all things, endeavcur to keep company 
with people above you ; for ther~ you rife., as much 

as you fiJ1k with pe~ple bebw you. ~?hen I fay 
company above you, I do not mem with :regard to 

their birth, but with regard to th.eir merit, and the 

light in which the world. confiders them, 

THEltE are two forts of good company; one, 
which is called the BEAU ~IOJ\'DE , and confi.fts of 
thofe people 1tv.ho have the !~?.d in courts, a~d in the 

gay 
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g:1.y part of life ; the other con-fifts of thofe who are 
difi:inguifhed by fome peci.iliar merit, or who exce·l in 
{orne particular or valuable art or fcience. 

BE equally careful to avoid that low company 
which, in every fenfe of the word, is low indeed; 
low in rank, low in parts, low in manners, and low 
in merit.' Vanity, that fource of many of our fol~ 
lies, and of fome of our crin1es, has funk many a 
man into company in every tight infinitely below 
him, for the fake of being the firft man in it. There 
he dictates, is applauded, and admired ; but he foon 
difgraces himfelf, and difq ualifies himfelf for any 
better company. 

HAVING thus pointed out what company you 
fuould avoid, and what compa:;y you fhould aifociate 
with, I !hall next fay_down a few 

CAUTIONS TO BE OBSERVED IN ADOPTING THE 
' MANNERS OF A COMPANY. 

WHEN a young man, new in the world, firft gets 
ip.to company, he determines ~o conform to and imi­
tate it. But he too- often mifl:akes the object of his 
1m1t.ation. He has frequently heard the abfurd term 
of genteel and fafhionable vices. He there obferves 
fome people who fhine, and who in general are ad­
mired and efteemed ; and perceives that thefe peo­
ple are rakes, drunkards,- or gamefters ; he therefore 
adopts their vices, mifraking . their defeas for their 
pe! fectioos, and imagining that th~y owe their 
fafliion and their luftre to thefe genteel vices. But 
it is e;xat1ly the reverfc ; for thefe people have ac-

. quired 
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- quired their reputation by their parts, their learni11g-, 
their good-breeding, and other real ac~ompli:nme11tJ ; 

and are only blemifhed and lowered in th~ opinions 

of all reafonable people by thefe general and 

fa{hionable vices. It is therefore plain that, jn 

thefe mixed characlers, the good part only makes 

people forgive, but not approve the bad. 

IF a man fhodd, unfortunately, have any vices, 

he ought at leaft to b(! content with his own, and not 

adopt other people's. The adoption of vii:e has 

ruined ten times more young men, than nat'.lr.al 

inclinations. 

LET us imitate the real perfeclions of the good. 

company into which we may get ; copy their polite­

nefs, their carriage, their addrefs, and the eafy and 

well-bred turn of their converfation ; but we fhould 

remember, that, let them fhine ever fo bright, their 

vices, if they have any, are fo many blemifhes, 

which we fhould no more endeavour to imitate, than 

we w<rnld make artificial warts upon our faces, be­

caufe fome very handfome man had the misfortune to 

have a natural one upon his. We fbould, on the 

contrary, think how much handfomer he would have 
been without it. ' 

· HAVING thus given you inftructions for making 

you well received in good company""', I proceed next 

* RU.LES FOR BEHAVIOUR IN COMPANY. 

Nothing ought to be faid or done which may by any 

means difcover, that tho1e whofr company we are in are 

not much beloved, or, at leafl:, m.ich ·elh:etned by us. 
Tt fho,,,ld feem, t he re fo1e, not a very decent cufl:om 

(which yet is pracl:ife,1 hy fome people ) to affect to be 
dr,.> wfy1 and c~·en fall afl eep (en purpole as it were), where 

C • a gen., 
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to lay before you, what you will find of equal u(e 
and importance in your commerce with the world, 
fome direetions, or 

RULES FOR CONVERSATION. 

Talking. WHEN you are rn company talk 
often, but never long; in that cafe, if 

a genteel company is met together for their mutual e11-
tertainment. For, certainly, th9fe that behave in this 
manner, deciare in effect, that they do not much ell:eem 
thofe who are pre1ent, or pay any regard to their conver­
fatiQn ; not to mention, th:i.t fomething may happen in 
their fieep (efpecially if they are any ways indifpofed) that 
may be difagree:ible either to the eyes or the tars of the 
company : for one often fee,, in fuch fieepy folks, th~ 
fweat run down their faces, or the faliva down their beards, 
in no very decent manner. 

For the fame n·afon, it is rather a troublefome practice, 
for any one tori;_ up in an affembly thus converfing to­

. gether, an,l to walk about the room. 
You meet with fome people, Ekewife, who a:-e con tinually 

wriggling an<l twifring themfelves ai.;out ; ftretching and 
gaping, an<l turning themfdves fometimes on one fide, 
fometimes on another, as if they were feized with a fu<lJen. 
fever; which is a certain indication that they are tired and 
dif gufied. with their prefent company. 

In like manner, they act very improperly who pull out 
of th eir pockets, firft one letter, then another, and read 
them hefore the company. 

AnJ much worfe does he behave, who, taking ont his 
fciffars or bis penknife, fets himfelf, with breat compo­
•fure, to cut and poli!h his nails ; as if he had an utter 
contempt for thofe that are prefent, and therefore, to deceive 
the time, was endeavouring to amufe himfelf in fome other 
2na11ner. 

We ought alfo carefully to abftain from thofe i'ittle 
ways, which are much in ufe, of humming a tune to our­
fthes, or irni.tating th'e bc:i.t ing of a drum with our fin­
gers upon the table, or kicking out our feet alternately in 

3ll 
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you do not pleafe, at leaf!: you are fore not to tire 

your hearers *. 

an infol ent manner; for thl':(e are all inJications of our 

contempt for others. 
l\foreover, it is hy no m ~ans <lecent to fit in fuch a man­

ner, as either to turn our hacks upor:i any part of the com­

pany, or to I:ft up our legs fo as ro difcover, to the eyes of 

others, ·chafe parts of the body which are ufu J lly cuncc:::1-

ed ; for we never atl- thus but in the rrefence of thofe for 

whofe g ood opinion we have· not the leafi regard.-GA-

L ATEO. ' 

* There are many perfons who never know when to 

leave off prating ; and, like a {hip which, onr;e put in mo­

tion by the force of the winds, even when the fails are 

furled, will not fiop; fo thefe loquacious peopl t , being 

carried en by a ce1 tain irr.pulfe, continue their career ; 

and, though they have no ,hing to talk of, they neverthe­

Jers proceed ; and either inculcate over and over again 

what th ey have already faid, or urter at random whatever 

comes uppermofi: . 
There are alfo fame people who labour under fo great 

and infatiable an appetite for talking, that they will in­

terrupt others when they are going to fpeak : and, as we 

fonietimes fee , on a farmer's dunghill in the country, 

young chickens fnatching grains of corn out of eacil 

otl~ef·'s little bills ; fo the(e people catch up the difcomfo 

out of the mouth of another who has begun {peaking, 

and immediately hold forth themfelves ; which is fo pro­

voking to fome people, that they woulJ rather interchange 

blows than words with them, and rather fi g ht than 

converfe with them: for, if you accurately oble1 ve the 

humours of mankind, there is . nothing which fooner, or 

more certainly, provokes a man, than the giving a fudden 

check to his ddires and inclinations, even in the mofi: 
trifling affair. 

Now, as an immoderate loquacity or love of talking 

gives difguf!:, fo too great a ta citurnity, or an atfected 

li lence, is very difagreeable : for, to ob!erve an haughty 

filence, where others take their turn· in the converfatio11, 

feems to be nothing elfe than unwillin'gnefs to contribute 

your {hare to the common entertaiument : and as to fpeak 
C ,. is 



~o RULES FOR CONVE".RSATI0N. 

Learn the 
charaaers of 
company be­
fore you talk 
much. 

INFORM yourfelf of the characl:ers­
and fituations of the company, before' 
you give way to what your imagination 
may prompt you to fay. There are, in 
all companies, more wrong heads than 

right ones, and many more who deferve, rhan who 
like cenfure. Should you therefore expatiate in the 
praife of fome virtue, which fome in company noto­
rioufly want ; or declaim againft any vice, which 
others are notorioufly infecl:ed with; your reflections, 
however general and un applit·d, will, by being 
appli:cahile, be thought perfonal, and I'evelled at thofe 
people. This confi.dera~ion points out to you fu,ffi­
ciently, not to be fufpicious and captious yourfelf, 
nor to foppofe that things, becaufe they may, are 
t:herefore meant at you. 

Telling {\:o­
Jiies an~ di­
greHions. 

TELL ftories very feldom, and, ab­
folutely, never but where they are very 
apt, and very fho.i:t. Omit every cir­

cumftance that is not material, and beware of di­
greffions. T o have frequent recourfe to narr-ative, 
betrays great want of imagination *· 
is to open your mind, as it were, to thofe that hear you; he, on the contrary, who is entirely fil ent ,- feems to /hun all acquaintance with the refl: of the company. Where­fore, as thof~ people, wl10, at their entertainments on any joyful ©ccafion , dr in k freely, aod I erhaps get dru nk, love -to get ri<l of people who will not drink;- fo no one Jelires to rt!e theie filen t gentry in their cheerful, friendly meetings : the rnofi: agretable fociety, therefore, is that where eveiy one is at liberty to fpe::tk or ktep filence in his turn.~­
GAL AT EO. 

* If you have a mind to relate any thing in company, it is proper, before yon begin, to have th e whole !torr, vh ther a piece of hiftory or any late occurrence, well fet­
tled 
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NEVER hold any body by the but­
ton, or the hand, in order to be heard 
. out; for, if people are not willing to 
hear you, you had much better .hold 
than· them *. 

Seizing peo­
ple by the 
button· . 

your tongue 

-tlcd in your mind ; as alfo., every name and ex?rcffio11 
ready at hand., tha t y<'u n:ay not be obliged, every mo­
ment, to in terrupt your narration, al'd enquire of other 
_people, and beg th~i1· ct/h!tdnce; fometimes in reg:ird to 

the tat1: if1elf, 1orneiirne$ the names of perfons., anJ otbtt 
circumftanC',,:s, of what ycu have undertaken to recite. 

But if you are to rela·e any thing which was faid or 
do ne amongfl: any 1111rnber of _people, you ought not too 
frequently to ulethe exprdlions of-" He fai<l," or" He 
rep'! 1ecl ; " becaule the le pronouns agree equally with :a 1-1 
the perfons concerned ; and this ;i.rnbiguity mull neceffarily 
leac.i the audience into an error. It is proper, therefore, 
tha-t he who .relates any facl:, {hould make ufc: of fome 
,proper narnes, and ta . .ke care not to change them one for 
another during the narration . 

Moreover, the reciter of any in ciden t ought to avoid the 
mentioning thofe circum!l:ances, which if omirt-cd the ftory 
would not be lefs, or rather wou!J be more agreeab.le with­
out them. " The perfon l fpeak of was· fon of Mr. 
·" Such-a-one, who Jiv'es in St. Jamcs's-fireet; do you 
'' know the man ? His w ife was daughter to Mr. Such­
" a-one ; !he was a thin woman, who uied to come con­
,, fta11tly to prayers at St. Lawrencc·s church : you mufi: 
•" certai11ly know her.-Zounds ! if you don't know her~ 
" yon know nothing ! " Or, " He was a- handfome, 
"'' tall, old gentleman, who wore his own long hair: don't 
" you reco1 1ec1 him ?"-Now, if the very fame thing; 
might as well have ' happened to any other pcrfon which 
happened to him, all tl11s long difquifition were to little 
purpole ; nay, muft be very tedious and _provoJ::ing to the 
audience; who being impatient to arrive at a rnmplet.e 
knowledge of the affair which you have begun ,upon, you 
ft:ern decamined to delay the gratif;1ing the.ir curiolity as 
Jong as poffiblc,-GAL ATEO, 

* When you are talking to any oneJ don't be continu~Hy 
·C 3 1nrnchrn£; 
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Long talk- Lo N c talkers generally fingle out ers and whif- fome unfortunate man in company to pcrers. , 
, whifper, or at leaft, in a half voice, to 

convey a continuity of words to. This is exceffive­
ly ill-bred, and, in fome degree, a fraud; conver­
fation -ftock being a joint and common property. 
13ut if one of th_efe unmerciful talkers lays hold of 
you, hear him with patience ( and at lea{t feeming 
attention), if he is worth obliging ; for nothjng 
will oblige him rnOTe than a patient hearing, as no­
thing would hurt him more, than either to leave 
him in the rnidfr of his difcourfe, or to difcover 
your impatience under yout affliction. 

Inattention 
to perfons 

Speaking. 

THERE is nothing fo brutally {hock­
ing, nor fo little forgiven , as a feem­
ing inattention to the perfon who is 

fpeaking to you ,-:: ; and I have known many a man 

punching him in the fide, as fome people are ; who, after 
every fentence, keep afking the perfon they are conveding 
with, ""Did not 1 tell you fo ?" " Vlhat <lo you think 
of the matter ?" " \,Vhat fay you, Sir ?" and in the 
mean time they are every moment jogging and thrufiing 
him with their elbow; which cannot be con!idered as a 
·mark of refpeEl:.-GALA 1 EO. 

* It is a][o a very difagreeahle praEl:ice to interrupt a pcr­
fon, by c1 ny noife, in the midft of his fpc:ech ; which, in­
deed, niufl give the perfon interrupted much the fame plea­
fore '.lS it w'ould give you, if, whrn you were j ufl: reaching 
the.goal in full fpeed, any one fhould fuddenly draw you 
back. 

Neither is it con!irl:ent with good manners, when another 
perfon is fpeaking, that you fhould contrive, either hy 
:fhewing fomething new, or hy calling the atte1~ tion of the 
company another w'?<y, to make him negleEl:eJ and forfaken 
by his :wdience. -

Ntithcr 
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knocked down for a much flighter provocation than 
that inattention which I mean. I have feen many 
people, who, while you are [peaking to tlv·m, in­
ilead. of looking at, and attendi.1g to yo'.l, fix t heir 
eyes upon the cieling, or fcme othe:r part of the 

r.9om, look out of the window, play with a dog, twirl 
their fouff-box., or pick their nofe. Nothing dif­
covers a little, futile, frivolous mind more than this, 

and nothi1,g is fo offenfively ill-bred: it is an expli­
cit declar2.tion on your part, that every the mcfr 
trifling object deferv~s) a:.. atteiltion more than all 
t!-,at can be faid by the perfon who is [peaking to 

you. J udgc of the fentimen ts of h ,:t red and re­
fentmen t, which fuch treatment mufl: exci te in every 
breaft where any degree of felf-love dwells. I repeat 
it again and again, that fort of vanity and fcjf. Jove 

is infeparable from human nature, whatever may be 

Nr::ither does it become you to difmifs the company, who 
Were not invited by yoi.1, but by fome other perfon. 

You ought alfo to be attentive, when any one is talking 
to you, th at you may not be· und er the n<-'ceffity of afking 
eve ry moment," fVhat do you fay?" "How didyoufay?'' 

. under which fa ult, indeed, many people labour ; when yet 
this is not attended-with lefs trouble to the fpeaktr, than if, 
111 walking, he were every moment to kick his foot again ft 
a !tone. All theft practices , and, in general, whatt·yer may 

check the fpeaker in his courfe, whether direaly or oblique­
ly, -i care_fully to be avoided. 

A nd if any one be fomewhat flow in [peaking-, yqu ought 
not}o forefl:all him, or fopply him with propet· words, as if 
you alon L were "rich and he were poor in expreffions; for 
many people are apt to take this ill, thofe, efpec1 all y, who 
have an opinion of their own eloquence; and therefo1e, they 
think you do not.pay them that deference which they ima­
gine to be their due·, and that you are de!irous of fuggefl:ing 
hints to them in that art, in which they fa11cy therofelves 
ireat proficients,-GALATEO. 

C 4 i4 
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its rank or condition; even you.r footman will fooner 
forget and forgive a b'eating, than any manifefi: mark 
of Dight and contempt . . Be 7 therefore, not only 
really, but feemingly and manife.11:ly attentive to who­
ever fpeaks to you. 

Never m- IT is confidcred as the height of ill-
terrupt any manners to i1~terrnpt any perfon while 
fpeaker. {peaking, by fpeaking yourfelf, or call­
ng off the attention of the company to any new 

fubjelt. Th.is, however, every child knows. 

Adopt ra­
ther than give 
the fubjecl. 

TAKE, rather than give, the fobjeB: 
of the compai:iy you are in. If you have 
parts, you will iliew them, more or lefs, 

upon every fobject; and if you have not, you had 
better talk iillily upon a fubjeB: of otl~et people's 
than of your own chufing. 

Conceal your 
Jearningfrom 
thecompany. 

NEV ER difpJay your learni ng, but on 
particular occafions. Refcrvc it for 
learned men, and let even thefe rather 

extort it from you, tha;:i appear forwa rd to difplay it. 
Hence ·you will be deemed modef1:, and reputed ta 
poiTefs more knowledge than you really have. Never 
feem wi{er or more learned than your ccmpany. 
The man who affeEl:s to difplay hi_s learning, will be 
frequently qqefcioned; and, if fonnd fuperfi-:ja!, will be ridiculed and defpifec.l; if othcrwife, he will be 
deemed a pedant. Nothing can ldfen r eal merit (v,,hich \1..rill always D1ew itfelf) in the opinion of the 
world, but an ofl.e11tatiom, difplay of it Ly its 
poffeffor. 

V{HEN 
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WHEN you oppofe or contradict any 

perfon's aifertion or opinion, let your 

manner, your air, your terms, and your 

Co11tradicc 
with pulite­
uc(s. 

tone of voice be foft and geritle, 3.nd that ealily and 

naturally, not affettedly. Ufe palliatives when you 

contradict; fuc-h as, ,.- I may be mifl.:aken, I am not 

'' fure, but I believe, I fhould rather think, &c . 'II-" 

Finifh any argument or d ifpute with fome little 

good-humoured pleafantry, to fhew that you are nei­

t her hurt yourfelf,nor meant to hurt your antagonift; 

for an argument kept up a good while, often occa­

fions a temporary alienation on each fice. 

Avo10,as much as youcan,inmixed Avoid ar-

companies, argumentative, polemical ~umcnr, 1f 

r · h" h · l · d"f poffible 
convenat10ns ; w 1c certarn y 111 t - · 

pofe, for a time, the contendin g parties towards each 

other; and," if the controverfy grows warm and noify, 

endeavour to put an end to it by fome genteel levity 

or joke. 

* You oug ht to accuft::im yourft:lf t0 nn elegant, moddt, 

an<l pleafing manner of exprdfion ; and fuch 2s hath no­

thing cffen!ive to thoie you converle with. Thus, inftead 

of faying, " Sir, y ou don·t underjland me," you ought ra .. 

th er to fay, " I bdieve I do not f'xprejs rr'Yfelf Jo clearly as 

" I IJ7~~-bt to do.'' It is alfo better to fay, '' Lf'f us con­

'' Jider the affair more accurntely, c,.,vhether we take it ri t 

~, or not," than, "You mifiake ;'' or, n It is not.fa;'' or, 

' · You know nothing of the matter :'' for it is a pohte and 

;imiable pracl:1ce 10 make fome excufe for ano ther, even in 

thole inlta:r.cc s where you are convinced he might juftly be 

bhmeJ _: nay, thou g h yuur fricnJ a!unt: has bern mi!l:aken, 

yet you [houid n:preknt the mifh,ke as common to you 

ho th : anJ when yuu h::ive al'cribed fome part of it to your­

felf, 1lien yo\1-inay venture to adrnonifh or to reprove him in 

fome i'uch C:Jfi-'refDons as theie ; " We are under a very great 
'' mi/lake 

u .. 
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Always de­
bate wilh tem­
per. 

ARGUMENTS ihould never be main­
tained with heat and clamour, though 
we believe .or know ourfelves ' to be in t:! e right; v:;e ilir1u!d give our cpinio:1 -~odefrly and coolly; and if that will not do, endeavour to change the con verfution, by faying, " Vv e !hall not be able " to convince one another, nor is it nef'.effary ,hat " we fuould~ fo let us talk of foreething elfe "'' . '' 

' q rnffiake here;" or, " we did not recollecl hocw we fittled '' i.hi.r affair yefler:day ;" though, perhaps, it wa& he alone, and not you , that was fo forgetful. 
That kind of expreffions alfo, which rude people fome­t irr.es make ufe of; fuch as , " V what y?ufay is true, " are extremely u npolitc ; for a man's vr.:racity ought nut fo very li gh tly to be cal!e<l in queftion. -·* Thofe people, Jikewife, who c0ntradicl: whatever is fpoken hy others, and mak..e evtry alfe:·tion m?.tter of di{:.. pute and alterca~ion, difcover, by that very behaviour, that t hey a re very little :=icquainted with human nature : for every J>ne is fond of viclory; and i,t is with extreme reiucrance th at they fubmit to be overborne, l'ither in converfation or in the m:magement of affai rs. Befides, to be fo ready to cppofe other ptcple, upon alt occafi0n , is convtrGng like enemies r ather th an fri ends : he, thertf ore, that wifnes to a ppe::ir amiable and agreeable to his acqu :iintance, wil l not h ave con tinually in hi s mouth exprelfions of thi s kind: "'Tis falfe, Sir: whatever you -may t hink, t he affair is as " I fay ; " and the like. Nor let him be fo ready to prov e ev <:1y tri fle by abettor wager; but ratb er let him make it a 011/tanr rule to fubmit with complaifan ce to th e opinion' of othe rs, efpeci::dly in matters of no great moment: be­ou~~ viclories of this kind often co[t a m an extrem ely dear;· for he that comes off viEtorious in forne frivolous difpute, fr tguently fofE:rs tb e lo fs of f~me ihtimate friend; and at the -lame time, makes h im'felf fo uifagree~ ble to ethers, that they dare not venture to be u po n a familiar footing with hi m, for fear of bejng every mom ent engageLl in fome foolifh alter cat io·n, 

If any one, however, !h,;uld, at any time, be d1 awn into 
a dif-
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REMEMBER that there js a local pro­

priety to be. obferved in all companies ; 

and that w~at is extremely proper in one 

Local pro­
priety to be 
obfe1vt.d. 

company may be, and often is, highly improper 

in another. 

THE jokes, bom mots, the little ad ven- Jokes, bor._s 

tures, which may do very well in one mots, &c. 

company, will feem flat and tedious when related in 

another. The particular charatlers, the habitst the 

cant of one company may give rne:-it to a word, or a 

gefl:ure, which would have none at all if divefi:ed of 

tho[e .icciden ta! ci rcumftances. HC:'re ,.pecple very 

commor.ly err ; and fond of fomething that has en­

tertained them in one company, and in ccrt::iin cir­

cumfl:ances, repeat it with em phafis in another, where 

it is either infipid, or, it may be, offenfive, by bting 

ill-timed or mifplaced. Nay~ they often do it with 

this filly preamble : '' I will tell you an excellen,t 

" thing;'' or, '' I will tell you the beft thing in the 

" world." This raifes expeB:ations, wbich, when 

abfolutely difappointed, make the relator of this ex­

cellent thing look, very defervedly, like a fool. 

UPON all occafions avoid (peaking of Egotifm. 

yourfelf, if it be poffiole. Some, abruptly, fpeak 

advantageouily of themi"elves, without either pr.e-

a difpute by the company he is eng;iged in, let him manage 

itin a mild andgentlemanner,andnot appear too eager for 

the victory; but let every one fo far enjoy his own opinion, 

as to leave the decifion of the matter in queftion to che ma­

jority, or at lea(!: to the molt zealous part of the company ; 

and thus the victory, as dl1e, will voluntarily be yielded to 

you.-G~LATEo. . 
tence-
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' tence or provocation. This is downright impudence. Others proceed more artfully, as they imagine; forging accufations againft themfelves, and _com­plaining of calumnies which they never heard, in order to jujtify ·themfelves, and · exhib;t a catalogue of their many virtues. "They acknowledge, indeed,, ,., it may appear odd, that they fhculd talk thus of " themfelves, it is what they have a great aver/ion. cc to, and what they could not have done, if they cc had not been thus unjufi:!y and fcandaloufly abuf­.cc ed." · This thin veil of moc!efty drawn before va­nity, is much too tranf parent to conceal° it, e\'eta from thofe who have but a moderate iliare of pe­netration. · 

OTHERS go to work more modeftly and more flily ,ftill; they confefs themfelves g uilty of all the car­dii;ial virtues, by firfi: degrading them into weak­m~Res, and then acknowledging their misfortune 111 h_eing made up of thofe weakneffes . " They cannot .cc fee people labouring under misfortunes, without ~' fympathizing with , and endeavoaring to help u them. They cannot fee their fellow-creatures iii H -d_ifrrefs without relieving them ; though., truly, -,;c t!ieir circumftances cannot very well afford it. !G' They cann.ot avoid [peaking the truth, though '' they acknowledge it to be fornetirnes imprudent . H In fhgrt, 'they confefs that., with all there weak­.e, neffes, they are not fit to live in the world, much u lefs to profper in it. But they are now too old to "·' purfue a contrary conducl:, and .therefore they muU: ~' rub on as well as they can." 
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TH o u c H this may appear too ridiculous and outre 
even for the fl:age, yet it is frequently met with upon 
the common fl:age of the world. This principle of 
vanity and pride is fo !hong in human nature., that 
it defcends even to the Ioweft objecl:s ; and we often 
fee people fi!hing for praife, where, admitting aU 
they fay to be true, no juft praife is to be caught. 
One perhaps affirms, that he h;,s rode pofl: an hun­
dred miles in fix hours: probably, this is a fa1fehood; 
but, even fuppofmg it to be true, what tLen ? Why 
it m uit be admitted that he is a very good Pofr-boy =­

that is all. Another afferts, perhaps not withoµt a 
few oaths, that he has drank fix or eig!it bo~tles of 
wine at a fitting. It would be charitable to believe 
fuch a man a liar; for if we do not, we mull: certain­
ly pronounce hi~ a b.eaft . 

THERE are a thoufand fuch follies and extravagan­
cies which vanity draws people into, and ivhich al­
ways de.feat their own purpofe. The only method 
of avoiding thefe evils , is never to fpeak of ourfelves. 
But when , in a narrative,_ we are obliged to mention. 
ourfdves, we !hould take care not t.o dP0p a fingle 
word that can direcl:]y or indirectly be ConJ}rued as 
fifhing for applaufe . Be Ol:!r characters what they 
will, -they will be known ; and nobody will take tlu:m 
upon ow· own words. Nothing that we can fayour­
feives will varniib our defects , or add luftre to our 
p erfections; but, on the contrary, it will often make 
the former more glaring, and the latter obfcure. lf 
we a1:e filent upon our owri merits, neither envy, in- , 
.digr. ation, nor ridicule will obftruEt or allay the ap­
plaufe which we may really deferve. But, if we are 
our own panegyrifts upon any occaii.on, however art-

fully 
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folly drefied or difguifed , every one will confpire 
again fl: us, and we !hall be d1fappointed of the very 
end we aim at'"". 

Be not dark 
nor my!teri­
ous. 

TAKE care never to feem dark and 
myfterious ; which is not only a very un­
amiable character, but a very fufpicious 

one too: if you feem myfterious with others, they 
will be really fo with you, and you will know no­
thing. The height of abilities is, to have a frank, 
open, and ingenuous exterior, with a prudent and 
referved interior; to be upon your own gi,1ard, and 
yet, by a feeming natural opennefs, to put people off of 
theirs, The majority of every company will avail 

* Neither ough t any one to boafl: of his nobility, his ho­
nours, or his riches; m11ch lefs of his own wiJclotn : or 
magnificently to extol the bravery and g reat actions, either 
of him(elf or of his ancefrcrs : or what is but too comtnon, 
at every other word to t al k of bis family : for he that does 
thus, will appear to do it in oppofi ion to the prefont com­
pany ; efpecially if they ape not, or at leaft think they are 
no t, lefs nohl e, lefs 'honourable, or lefs hrave than himfelf. 
Or, if they are really his interiors in rank 0r {btion , he will 
be deemeJ to opprers them, as jt were, by his grandeur ; an<l 
defignedly to 1eproach them with their ineannefs and mi­
frry; which mull: be univerf'ally Jif'pleaiing to all mankind. 

Nor ye 1ought any one to extenuate or <l emean himfelf 
too much, any more than he {h o1 ild immoderately exalt 
him felf : but rather fubfi:n1ct a little fro TI his real dignity 
and merits, th an arrogate too much by his words, even in 
the moll: trifling in/lance. For what is really laudable mufl:: 
difpl eale in the excefs. 

Yet, it mufl: be oblerved, that t hofe who immoderatt!y 
extenuate their actions by th .,i r words, and renonnce thofe 
hon ours which are indifputably their due, by that very con­
duct difccver a greater degree of pride, even than thofe who 
in this refpea }IJ°llrp whc:t does not b elong to them.­
GALATliO. 

them-
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themfelves of every' indifcreet and ungu arded ex­
. pre:ffion of yours, if they cz..n turn it to their Cl\ ·n ad­

vantage. 

ALWAYS look people in the face Look pea-

l {i k h h d • ple in the fa ce w 1en you pea to t em ; t e not orng :-vhen fpea k-
it is thought to imply confcious guilt; rng. 

befides that you lofe the advantage of obferving, by 
their countenances, ·what impreilion your di fcourfc 
makes upon them. In order to know people's red 
fentiments, I truft much more to my <:;yes than to my 
ears; for they can fay whatever they have a mind 
I iliould hear ; but they can feldom help looki ng 

. what they have no intention that I mould know. 

PR 1 v ATE fcandal fhould never be re- Scandal. 

ceived nor retailed willingly ; for tho' 
the defamation of others TT}a y, for the prefen t, gra­
tify the malignity or the pride of our hearts, yet cool 
reflection will draw very difadvantageous conclufion3 

· from fuch a difpofitio~ : In fcandal, as in robbery, 
the receiver is always thought as pad as the rh;ef ,x, . 

NE v ER, in converfation, attack wh_ole 
bodies of any kind ; for . you may there­
by unneceifarily make yourfelf a great 

N ever in­
d ulge :;e ncr,,l 
rdkEl: ions. 

* \,Ve ought r.ot to [peak llightingly of others, or of their 
2ffairs; for, notwithfl-anding v,1e m ay fe t-m , . by that m eam , 
to gain th e m o £l: wi ll ing and ready attention (from the envy 
which m ankind ufo ally conceive at the ::1.d var, tages and ho­
nour s which are paid to others)> ytt every one wi1l a t leng,h 
avoid 1.1s, as chey would a milchicvous bu ll : for all men 
ihun the acquaintance of people ad<l icl:ed to fcand2.! ; natu­
rally fuppofin g , th;it what th ey fay of others in thei r com­
p1ny, they wi ll friy of them in \he co mpan y of o~hers.­
GAL A TEO. 
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number of enemies. Among women, as among men, 
there are good as well as bad, and it may be, foll as 
many, or more good than among men. _ This rule 
holds as to lawyers, foldiers, parfons, courtiers, citi­
zens, &c. They are all men, fubjeB: to the fame 
paffions and fentiments, differing only in the manner, 
according to their feveral_ educations ; and it would 
·be as imprudent a,s unjuft to attack any of them by 
the lump. Individuals forgive fometimes ; but bo­
dies and focieties never do. M:iny young people 
think it very geo.teel and witty to abufe the Clergy ; 
in which they are extremely mitbken ; fi.nce, in my 
opinion, parfons are very like me:1, and neither tl;ie 
bett.er nor the worfe for wearing a black gown. 
All general reflecl.ions upon nations_ and focieties are 
the trite, thread-b:1re jokes of thofe who fet up for 
wit without having any, and fo have r courfe to 
common-place . Judge of individuals from your O\.Vn 
knowk<lge of them, and not from their fex, pro­
feffion~ or denomii1ation. 

Mr MI c RY, which is the common, and Mimicry. 
favourite amufement of little, low minds, 

is in the utmoH: contempt with great on es . It is the 
loweft and rnofl: illiberal of all buffoonery. We 
ihould neither praclife it, nor applaud it in others. 
Befides that, the perfon mimicked is infulted ; and, 
as I have often obferved to you before, an infult is 
never forgiven *. 

* Neither ought any thing to be done in an abject, 
fawning, or buffooni!h manuer, merely to make other 
people laugh ; fuch :i.s, clifl:ort ing our mouths or our 
eyeo, and imitating the·follie s and ge!tic 11lations of an har. 
lequin or a merry-andrew, for no une ollght bafely to d,:-

mean 
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WE may frequently hear fome people, Swearing. 
in good company, interlard their con ver-
fation with oaths, by way of ernbellifhment, as they 
fuppofe ; but we rnufr obferve too, that thofe who 
do fo, are never thofe who contribute, in any de­
gree, to give that company the denomination of good 
company. They are generally people of low educa­
tion; for [wearing, without having a fingle tempta­
tion to plead, is as filly, and as illiberal., as it is 
wicked. 

WHAT Ev ER we fay in company, if we Sneering. 
fay it with a fopercilious, Cynical face, 
or an embarraffed countenance, or a filly difconcerted 
grin, it will be ill received, If we mutter it, or utter 

mean himfelf to pleafe other people. This is not the ac­
complifhment of a gentleman, but of a mimic and a buf­
foon; whofe vulgar and plebeian methods of entertaining 
their company ought by no means to be imitated. 

Yet I would not have you affect a flupid infenlibility in 
this re1pefr, or too great delicacy on thefe occa!ions ; but he 
that can ieafonably produce fomething new and {inart (in 
this way) and not obvious to every one, let him produce 
it; but he that is not bleft with this f11culty, let him hold 
his ton g ue: for thefe things proceed from the different turn 
of n1en's minds; which if they are elegant and agreeable, 
they convey an idea cf the ingenuity and rea<linefs of wit 
in the perfon that utter~ them ; which generafly gives great 
pleafu re to others, and renders the perfon agreeable and en­
tertaining: but if the contrary is the caie, we mull: e¼pect 
a contrary effe&; for people that aim at this kin9 of wit, 
'lvithout the ability, are like an afs that pretends to be 
pleafant, or a fat, punch-bellied fellow, who {houl<l attempt 
to lead up a minuet, or {hip himfelf and dance an hornpife 
1.,1pon theftage.-GALAT.l::O, ' 

D it 
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it indifi:inctly and ungracefully, it will be frill worfe 

received*• 

Talk not of 
your own nor 
other perfons' 
private affairs, 

NEVER talk of your· own or other 
people's domefiic affairs ; yours are no­
thing to them but tedious; theirs are 
nothing to you , It is a tender fubjeEt; 

and it is a chance if you do not touch fomebody or 

other's fore place. In this cafe, there is no trufting 

to fpecious appearances, whic;h are often fo contrary 

to the real fi.tuation of things between men and their 

wives, p4Ients and their children, feeming friends, 

&c. that, with the beft intentions in the world, we 

very often make fome very difagreeable blunders t• 

-l<· He alfo who, either in token of admiration cir by way of 

fneer, makes a particular kind of noi fe with his mouth, ex.: 

hibits an idea of <l cfosmity; and thefe thin gs, which are 

thus expreffed by iigns, differ but little from the things 

themfel ves. 
t A great part of mankind are fo wonderfolly pleafed 

wlth th emfelves, as not in the leafl: to regard whether they 

pleafe or dilplea !eother people: and, in order to difiJlay their 

own fagac ity, great fonfe, and wifdom, they will be giving · 

" their advice to one man, findin g fa'ultwith another, and di{:. 
' . 

puting with a third; and, in fhort, they oppofe the opinions 

of other p>eople with fo much vehemence, that from words 

th ey often come to hlows; as they will ailow no weight 

in any one's opinion but their own. But to give one's ad­

vice to others, unafked , is, ,i,n etfeft, to declare, th at we are 

much wi!er than thofe to whom we give it; and is 21 kind 

of reproach ing them with their ignorance and inexperience. 

This freedom, therefore, ought not to be taken with mere 

common acquaintance; but only with thofe to whom we 

are united by the mofi: intimate friendfhip, or thofe of 

whom the care and infpeetion is particularly committed to 

our charge; or even with a (ha.nger, if we perceive him to 

be threatened with any imminent danger. But in our daily 

intercourfe with mankind, we ought to be cautious not to 
- obtrude 
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NOTHING makes a man look fillier, Explicitnefs. in company, than a joke or pleafantry 
not reliihed, or not underftood; and, if he meets with 
a profound filence when he expecl:ed ci. general ap­
plaufe; or, what is fl:il~ worfe, if he is defi!"ed to ex­
plain the joke or bon mot, his awkward and ernbar. 
r.:1ffed iituation is eafi.er imagined than dcfcribed. 

BE careful how you repeat in one Secrecy. company what you hear in another. 
Things feemingly indifferent may, by circulation; 
have much graver confequences than may be ima­
gined. There is a kind of general tacit truft in 
converfation, by which a man is engaged not to re­
port any thing out of it, though he is not immedi­
ately enjoined fecrecy. A retailer of this kind 
draws himfelf in to a thoufand fcrapes and difcuffions,­
and i5 ihily and indifferently received wherever he 
goes. 

I 
~btrude our advice too officioufly upon others, nor {hew 
ourfelves impertinentl,y fol1citous about their affairs. Into. 
this mi/take, however, • many are apt to fall ; bnt, for the 
m oll part, people of no great depth 0f underfianding: for 
thefe ignorant and foptrficbl people are led merely by their' 
fenfes, and fel<lom make any deep refl etl- ions upon whaf 
co rnes before them ; being- that fort of men, who have 
fcarcely any m atters of confequence fubmitted to their dif~. 
quifition an<l examination. But however this i:nay be, he 
that is offering his advice t1pon all occafions, and thu~ 
difhibuting it at random, gives a plain intimation t9 the 
r eft of the world, that tht:y are entirely defiitute of that 
wiCdom and prudence in which he fo greatly abounds.­
GALATEO. 

Dz ALWAYS 
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Adapt your · ALWAYS adapt your converfation to 
converfation the people you are converiing with ; for 
to the com- I fuppofe you would not talk upon the 
pany. fame fubjecl:, and in the fame manner, 

to a bi!hop, a philofopher,, a captain,, and a wo­
man. 

Never fup- PEOPLE of an ordinary, low €duca-
pofe yourfelf • 1 h h r 11 · d 
the fubjecl: or hon, w 1en t ey appen to 1a mto goo 
laugh of the company, imagine themfelves the only 
company. objeB: of its attention: if the company 
whifpers, it is, to be fore, concerning them ; if they 
laugh, it is at them ; and if any thing ambiguous, 
that by the moft forced interpretation can be applied 
to them, happens to be faid, they are convinced that 
it was meant at them; upon which they grow out of 
countertance firfr, and then angry. This miftake is 
very well ridiculed in the Stratagem, where S.crub 
fays, '' I am fore they talked of me, for they laughed 
" confumedly. '' A well-bred man feldom thinks, 
hut never feems to think, himfelf flighted, under­
valued, or laughed at in company, unlefs where it is 
fo plainly marked out, that his honour obliges him 
to refent it in a proper manner. On the contrary, 
a vulgar man is captious and jealous; eager and im­
petuous about trifles. He fufpects himfelf to be 
flighted; thinks every thing that is faid meant at 
him : if the company happens_ to laugh, he is per­
fuaded they laugh at him ; he grows angry and 
tefty, fays fomething very impertinent, and draws 
himfelf into a fcrape, by ihewing what he calls a 
proper f pirit, and afferting himfelf. The conver­
fation of a vulgar man alfo always favours ftrongly 

qf tke lownefs of his educadon and company. lt 
turn. 
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turns chiefly upon his domeftic affairs, his fervants, 
the excel!e_nt order he keeps in his own family, and 
the little anecdotes of the neighbourhood; all which 
he relates with empha:fis, as intereil:ing matters. He 
is a man-goffip. 

A c ER TA 1 N degree of exterior feri- Serioufnefs. 
oufnefs in looks and motions gives dig-
nity, v.:ithout excluding wit and decent chearfulnefs. 
A confl:ant fmirk upon the face, and a whiffling affi. 
vity of the body, are il;rong indications of futilityo 

E C O N O M Y. 

A FOOL fquanders away, without credit .or ad .. 
vantage to himfelf, more than a man of fenfe 

fpends with both. The latter ernp~oys his money as 
he does his time, and never fpends '-a ihilling of the 
one, nor a minute of the other, but in fomething that. 
is either ufeful or rationally pleafing to himfelf or 
others. The former buy'.; whatever he does not want, 
and doe1! not pay for what he does want. He can­
not withftand the charms of a toy-fhop: fnuff-boxes, 
watches, heads of canes, ,&c. are his deftrucl:ion. His 
fervants and tradef}l1en confpire with his own ind~. 
lence. to cheat him; and, in a very little time, he is 
afi:onifhed, in the rnidft of all the ridiculous fuper-­
fluities, to find himfelf in want of all the real com­
forts and neceifaries of life. 

,D 3 WITHOUT 
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\.V1THOUT care and method, the largefl: fortune 
will not, and with them almofl: the fmalleil: will, 
fupply all neceffary expences. As far as you can 
pofiibly~ pay _ ready money for every thing you buy, 
and avoid bills. Pay that money too yourfelf, and 
not throqgh the hands of any fervant; who always 
either ftipulates poundage, or requires a prefent for 
.his good word, as they call it. Vvhere you mull: 
have bills ( as for meat and drink, clothes, &c.) pay 
them regularly every month, and with your own 
hand. Never, from a miftaken economy, buy a 
thing you do not want, becaufe it is cheap; or, from 
a filly pride. becaufe it is dear . Keep an account, 
in a book, of all that you receive, and of all that you 
pay; for no man who knows what he receives, and 
what he pays, ever runs out. I do not mean that 
you fhould keep an account of the fhillings and half. 
crowns which you may fpend in chair-hire, operas, 
&c;. they are unworthy of the time, and the ink, that 
t_hey would confume; leave fuch minutit:e to dull, 
penny-wife fellows : but remember, in economy, 
as well as in every other part of life, to have the 
proper attention to proper objects, and the proper 
contempt for little ones. 

F R I E N D S H I P. 

YOUNG perfons have commonly an unguarded 
franknefs about them, which makes them the 

cafy prey and bubbles of the artful and the experi­
enced: 
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enced: they look upon every knave or fool wlio tells 

them that he is their friend, to be really fo ; and 

pay that profeilion of fim ulated friendfhip with an 

indifcreet and unbounded confidence, alway~ to their 

iofs, often to their ruin. Beware of thefe proffered 

friendfhips. Receive them with great civility, but 

with great incredulity too ; and pay them. with com­

pliments, but not with confidence. Do not fuppofe 

that people become friends at firft fight, or even. 

upon a fhort acquaintance. Real friendfhip is a flow 

grower; and never thrives, unlefs ingrafted upon a 

flock of known and reciprocal merit. 

THERE is another kind of nominal friend{hip 

among young people, which is warm for the time, 

but luckily of fhort duration, This friendfhip is 

haftily produced, by their being accidentally thrown 

together, and purfuing the fani.e courfe of riot and 

debauchery. A fine friendfhip, truly ! and well ce­

mented by drunkennefs and lewdnefs. It fhould 

rather be called_, a confpiracy againfr morals and good­

manners, and be punifhed as fuch by the civil ma ... 

gifi:rate. However, they have the impudence, and 

the folly, to call this confederacy a friend{hip. They . 

lend one another money, for bad purpofes ; they en­

-gage in quarrels, offenfive and defenfive, for their 

accomplices ; they tell one another all they know, 

and often more too; when, of a fudden, fame ac­

cident difperfes them, and they think no more of each 

other, unlefs it be to betray and laugh at their im­

prudent confidence. 

'l.tV Hr N a mah ufes ftrong pr(?teftations or oaths to 

make you believe a thing, which is of itfelf fo pro-

D 4 bable 
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bable that the bare faying of it would be ffafficient, depend upon it he deceives you, and is highly in­terefted in making you believe it, or elfe he would not take fo much pains. 

REMEMBER to make a great difference between companions and friends; for a very complaifant ~nd agreeable companion may, and often does, prove a very improper and a very dangerous friend. People will, in a great degree, form their opinion of you, upon that which they have of your friends ; anq. ' there is a Spaniih proverb, which fays, vdy j uH:ly, 
C( Tell me who you live with, and I will tell you " who you are." · One may fairly fuppofe, that a man, who makes a knave or a fool his friend, has fomething very bad to do, or to conceal. But, at the fame time that you carefully decline the friend .. fhip of knaves and fools, if it can be called friend­,fhip, there is no occafion to make either of them your enemies, wantonly and unprovoked ; for they -are numerous bodies ; and I would rather chufe a fecare neutrality, than alliance or wa.r with either of them. You may be a declared enemy to their vice!; 'and follies, without being marked out by them as a perfonal one. Their enmity is the next dangerous thing to their friendfhip. Have a real referve with al moft every body ; and have a feeming referve with almoft nobody ; for it is very, difagr.eeable to feern referved,_ and very dangerous not to be fo. Few people find the true medium : many are ridic'ulouily ;myiterious and referved upon' trifles ; and many jrn ... prudently co9-1munjcative of all they know~ 

GOOD .. 
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GOOD-BREEDING. 

G OOD-BREEDING has been very j uftly de­
fined to be cc the refult of much good-fenfe, 

cc fome good-nature, and a Ii ttle feif-denial for the 

" fake of others, and· with a view to obtain the 

" fame indulgence from them." 

Gooo-BREEPIKG alone can prepoffefs people in 
our favour at firft fight ; more time being neceffary 

to difcover greater talents. Good-breeding, how­

ev_er, does not confi.ft in low bows and formal cere­

mony; but rn an eafy~ c~vil, and refpeclful be­
haviour. 

JN n EE o, good-fenfe in many cafes muft determine 

good-breeding; for what would be civil at one time, 

and to one perfon, would be rude at another time, 

a,~d to another perfon : there are, however, fame 

general rules of good-breeding. As for example : 

To anfwer only Y ~s, or No, to any perfon, without 

adding Sir, My Lord, or Madam (as it may happen), 
is always extremely rude; and it is equally fo . not to 

give proper attention and a civil aqf wer when fpoken 

to : foch behaviour convinces the perfon who i3 
fpeaking to us, that we defpife_ him, and do not 

t,hink him worthy of our attention, or an anfwer. 

A WELL-BRED perfon will take care to anfwer 

with complaifance when he is fpoken to ; ;will place 

himfclf at the lower end of the table, unlefs -bid to 

go higher ; wiH firft drink to the lady of the houfe, 

~nd then to the mafter; he will not eat awkwardly 
or 
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or dirtily, nor fit when others fland; and he will 
do all this with an air of cor.·,plairance, and not with 

-a grave ill-natured look, as it he did it all unwil­
lingly. 

THERE is nothing more difficult to attain, or fo 
neceffary to poffefs, as perfect good-breeding; whi\:h 
is equally inconfifient with a fti{f formality; an im­
pertinent forwardnefs, and an awkward bafhfulnefs. 
A little ceremony is fometimes neceffary ; a certain 
degree of firmnefs _is abfolutely fo; and an -outward 
rnodefty is extremely becoming. 

V 1 RT u E and learning, like gold, have their in­
t rinfic value; but, if they are not polifhed, they cer­
t ainly lofo a great deal of their lufl:re : and even po­
lifhed brafs will pafs upon more people than rough 
gold . What a number of fins does the ~hearfol, eafy, 
g ood-breeding of the French frequently cover ! 

My Lord Bacon fays, cc That a pleaftng figure is 
" a perpetual letter of recommendation ." It is cer­
t ainly an agreeable fore-runner of merit, and fmooths 
the way for it. 

A MAN of good-breeding fhould be acquainfed 
with the forms and particular cuftoms of Courts. At 
Vienna, men always make curtfies, inftead of bows, 
to the Emperor : i11 France, nobody bows to the 
King, or kiffes his hand; but in Spain and England, 
bows are made, and hands are kiffed. Thus every 
Court has fame peculiarity, which thofe who vifit 
them ought pr~vio uily to inform themfelves of, to 
avoid blu11ders and awkwardneffes. 

·.: , d-

VERY 
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VERY few, frarce1y any, are wanting in the re­

fpecl which they iliould fhew to thofe v,hom they 

acknowledge to be infinitely their foperiors. The 

man of fafhion, and of the world, expre!fes it in its 

folleit extent; but naturally, fafily, and without con ­

cern : whereas a man; who is not u!ed to keep 

goocl company, expreffes it awkwardly; one fees that 

he is not ufed to it, and that ;t cofrs him a great 

deal : but I never faw the worfl:-bred man living 

guilty of lolling, whii1ling, fcratching his head, and 

foch like indecencies, in company that he refpeB:ed . 

In fuch companies, therefore, the only point to be 

attended tu is, to fhew that ref peel which every hody 

means to fhew, in an eafy, unembarrafied, and grace­

ful manner. 

IN mixed companies, whoever is admitted to make 

part of them, ·is, for the time at lcafi:, foppofed to be 

upon a footing of equality with the reft; and confe­

quently, every one claims, and very jufl:ly, every m:irk. 

of civility and good-breeding. Eafe is aliowed, but 

careleffnefs and negligence are ftri£t.ly forbidden. If 

a man accofts you, and talks _ to you ever fo dully or 

frivoloufly, it is worfc than rudenefa, it is brutality; 

to {hew him, by a manifeft inattention to what he 

fays, that you think hiin a fool or a biockhead, and 

not worth hearing. It is much more fo with regard 

to women ; who, of whatever rank they are, are 

intitled, in conftdei·ation of their fex, not only to 

an attentive, but an officious good- breeding from 

men. Their little wants, liking~, diflikes, prefe­

rences, antipathies, fancies, whims, and even- irn­

pertinencies, muH: be officioufly attended to, flattered , 

and, if poiliblc~ gue!fod at and anticipated by a welt­
bred 
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bred man. You mu!l: never ufurp to yourfelf thofe 
conveniencies and agremens which are of common 
right; fuch as the beft places, the be.fr difhes, &c. 
but, ,on the contrary, always decline them yourfelf, and 
offer them to others; who, in their turns, will oner 
them to you : fo that, upon the whole, you will, in 
your turn, enjoy your fhare cf common right. 

TH E third fort of good-breeding is local, and is 
varioufly modified in not only different count:·ies, 
but in diffe rent towns of the fame country. But it 
m uft be founded upon the two former forts ; they are 
the matter, tp which, in this cafe, Fafhion and 
Cuftom only give the dilferent fhapes and impreffions. 
Whoever has the fir ft two forts, will eafil y acquire 
this thir<l fort of good-breeding, which depends fingly 
upon attention and obfervation. It is properly the 
polifh, the luftre, the laft finifhing frrokes of good..­
breedir.g. A man of fenfe, therefore, carefully at­
tends to the local manners of the refpeftive places 
where he is, and takes for his models thofe perfons 
whom he obferves to be at the head of the fafhion 
and good-breeding. He watches how they' addrefs 
themfelves to their foperiors, how they accofl their 

, equals, and how they treat their inferiors ; and lets 
none of thofe little niceties efcape him, \vhich are tc> 
good-breeding what the laft delicate and rnaflerly 
touches are to a good picture, and which the vulgar 
have no notion of, but by which good judge diftin­
gui!h -tJie rnafter. He

0 

attends even to their air , drefs, 
and motions, and imitates them liberally, and not 
fervilely ; he copies, but does not mimic. Thefe 
perfonal graces are of very great confeq uence. They 
anticipate the fentiments, before merit can engage 

the 
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the underftanding; they captivate the heart, and 

give rife, I believe, to the extravagant notions of 

Charms and Philtres. Their effecl:s were fo fur­

prifing, th,at they were reckoned fopernatural. 

IN fhort, as it is neceffary to poffefs learning, ho­

nour, and virtue, to gain the efi:eem and admiration 

of mankind, fo politenefs and good- breeding are 

equally neceffary to render us agreeable in converfa­

tion and common life. Great talents are above the 

generality of the world, who neither poffefs them 

themfelves, nor are competent judges of them in 

others : but all are judges of the leHer talents, fuch 

a.s civility, affabiEty, and an agreeable addrefs and 

manner; becaufe they feel the good effeB:s of them, 

-1s making fociety eafy and agreeable. 

To conclude : Be affored that the profounde!l: 

learning, without good-breeding, is unwelcome and 

t irefome pedantry ; that a inan who is :10t perfeB:ly 

weil-bred, is unfit fur good company, and unwelcome 

in it; and that a man who is not well-b.red, is full 

as u11fit for bufinefs as for company. 

MAKE, then, good-br~edingi' the great object of 

your thoughts and af.tions. Obferve carefully the 

behaviour and manners of thofe who are difcinguifh­

ed by their good-breeding; imitate, nay, endeavour 

to ex I, that you may at leafr reach them ; and be 

convinced that good-breeding is to all worldly q uali­

fications, what coarity is to all chrifi:ian virtues. Ob­

fc:rve how it ado ·ns meriit., and how often it covers the 

w:rn t of it. 

GRACE Se 
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Art of THE defire of pleafing is ·at leafi: pleafiog. half the art of doing it ; the refi: 

depen ds only \.!pon the manner, which attention, ob­
fervation, and frequenting good company will teach. 
Thofe who are lazy, carelefs , and in different whe­
ther they pleafe or not, we may depend upon it, will 

, * We muft not think it fufficient that we do any thino­merely wel l ; but we ought to make it our ftudy to d~ every thing graceful ly 2lfo. 
Now, G race is 110thing more than a certain lultre, which fuines forth fro m an harmony of the parts of things, pro­perly connected an d elegantly difpoied in regard to the whole :' without which fymmetry, indeed , what is really good, may not be beautiful; and without which, even beauty itfelf is not graceful or even _ pleafing. And as a difh, however goo<i or wholefome, is not likely to pleale our gudts, if it has either no fhv our at all , or a bac l one; thus the beh11viour of men, though it really offend no one, may, 11evenhelefs, be infipid , and even dilhltefol, unlefs a man can learn that fweetneis of mann ers, which , I apprehend, is properly called Elegance and G ra ce. 

Wherefore, every kind of vice ough t, indeed, on its own account, and without any other caufe, to be efl:eemed ex­tremely odious; for vice is a tl.ing fo very {hocking- ani unbecoming a gentleman, that e\;ery well-regulated and virtuous mind mult feel pain and ditguil at the ignominious appearance of it . He, the .efore, that is clefirous of appear- . ing amiable in his conve1fation with.mankind, ought, above all things , to !hun every kin.cl of vice; thofe ef])ec ially which are the moll: fh.un::'ful and bafe; fuch as lu ury , avarice, cruelty, and the like: of which fame are evidently vile and abject; fuch as gluttony and clrunkennefs : fame filthy and ohfcene; fuch _as lewdnefs : fome fhocki ngly wicked; as murder, and fo of the refl:. Every one of wh ich is, in its own nat re, fame more fome lefs, peculiarly· odi ous .ind deteft:able tooth€rs. Now all thefe vices in ge­Jieral, as thin gs fi::andalous and unla,vfol, render a man thoroughly di f&gree:l.ble in common He.-GALATEO . 
never 



G R A C E S, 

never pleafe. The art of pleafing is a very neceJTary 

one to poifefs , ~ut a very d1fficult one to ·acquire. 

To.do as one would be done by, is the fureft method 

of pleafing. Obferve carefully what pleafes us in 

others, and probably the fame things in u~ will pleafe 

others. If we are pleafed with the comp1 aifance and 

attention of others to our humours, our taftes, or our 

weakne!fes; the fame complaifance and attention on 

our.parts t-0 theirs, will equaily plei°fe them. Let us 

be ferious, gay, or even trifling, as w~ find the p:-e­

fent humour of the company: this is an'attention due 

from every individua~ to the majority. The art of 

pleafing cannot be reduced to a rei:eipt; if it could, 

that receipt would be worth purchafing at any price. 

Good-fenfe and good-nature arc the principal ingre­

dients ; and our own obfervation, and the good ad­

vice of others, muft: give the r ight colour and tafte 

to it. 
, 

THE graces of the perfon, the coun tenance, and 

the way of f peaking, are eifential things : the very 

fame thing faid by a genteel perfon in an engaging 

way, and gracefully and difri:nE~l y fpoken, ~vould 

pleaf~; which would · .fhock if m uttered cllt by at;t 

awkward figure , with a fullen ferious cou n tenance: 

The Poets repre fent Venus as attended by- the Three 

Graces, to intimate, that even beauty will not do 

without. Minerva otigLt to have three alfo.; for, 

without them, _learning has few attractions. 

IF we examine ourfelves ferioufly, why particular 

people pleafe and e;1gage us,. more than others of 

equal merit, we fuallalways find, that it is loecaufe the 

former have the Gracc-s, and the latter not, I have 
known 
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known many a woman , with an exact fhape, and s, 
fymmetrical affemblage of beautiful features, pleafe 
nobody; while ochers, with very moderate fhapes 
and features, have charmed every body. It is cer­
tain that Venus will not charm fo much 'without 
her attendant Graces, as they \\-,ill without her. 
Among men, how often has the mofl: folid merit been 
neglected, unwelcome, or even rejected for want of 
them! while fiimfy parts, little knowledge, and lefs 
merit, introduced by the Graces, have been received., 
cherifhed, and admired ! 

WE proceed now to invefrigate what thefe Graces 
are, a.nd to give fome inftructions for acquiring 
them. 

Add refs. A MAN's fortune is frequently de­
cided for ever by his fir ft addrefs :f~. If 

4 Every one fhoul<l accull:om himfelf to addrefs others in 
a kind and affahle manner; converfe with them, an!i..ver 
them, and beh:i.ve te> every one as he would to a fellow­
citizen, and one with whom he was intimately acquainted. 
ln this refpecl: many people are greatly <lefeaive; who 
never vouchfafe to look pleafed upon any one ; who feem 
glad of every opportunity to contradict whatever other 
_people affert ; and, whatever act of kindnefs is tendered 
them , they reject it with rudenefs ; like foreigners or bar­
harians , who are fufpicious of every civility that is fhewn 
them : who never di[cover the leaft degree of chearfulne[s, 
by any fprightly or even friendly converfation; and what­
ever overture of refpecl: is {hewn them, they receive it with 
tiiCdain. "Mr. Such-a-one dtfire<l me to make his com­
,, pliments to you.''-' VI.That the Devil have I to do with 
'his compliments?'-'' Mr.--enquired after you lately, 
" and afked how you did.''-' Let him come and feel my 
'pnlfe, if he wants to know.'-Now, men of this morofe 
fi?.mp are, defervedly, but little loved or e!leemed by 
~thers.-GALAT.llo, 
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it is pleafing, people are hurried involuntarily into a 
perfua'.fion that he has a merit, which poffibly he has 
not; as, on the other hand, if it is ungraceful, they 
are immediately prejudiced againft him ; and un­
willing to allow him the merit which, it may be, he 
has. The worft bred man in Europe, fhould a Lady 
drop her fan, would certainly take it up and give it 
to her; the befl: bred man in Europe could do no 
more. The difference, however, would be confi­
derable : the latter would pleafe by his graceful ad­
d refs in prefenting it ; the former would be laughed 
at for doing it awkwardly. The carriage of a 
gentleman lliould be genteel, and his motions 
graceful. He Ihould be particularly careful of his 
manner and addrefs, when he prefents himfelf in 
company. , Let them be refpcc1:ful without ·meannefs, 
eafy without too much familiarity, genteel without 
affec1:ation, and infmuating without any feeming art 

or defign. Men, a,s well as womeP.., are much oftener 
led by 'their hearts than by their underH:andings. The 
way to the heart is, through the fenfes ; pleafe their 
eyes and their ears, and the work is half done. 

A GENTLEMAN ·always attends even Choice of 
arnufemems. to the choice of his amufements. If I at 

cards, he will not play at cribbage, all-fours, or 
putt ; or, in fports of exercife, be feen at fkittles, 
foot-ball, leap-frog, cricket, driving of coaches. &c. 
for he knows that ' foch an imitation of the manners 
of the Mob, will indelibly Hamp him with vulgarity. 
I cannot likewife avoid ca!Iing playing upon any 
muftcal inftrument illiberal in a gentleman. Mufic 
is ufually reckoned one of the liberal arts, and not 
unjuftly; but a man of fafi1ion who is feen piping 

E or 
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or fiddling at a concert degrades his own dignity. 
Jf you love mufic, hear it ; pay fiddlers to play to 
you, but never fiddle yourfelf. It makes a gentle­
man appear frivolous and contemptible, leads him 
frequently into bad company, and wafi:es that time 
which might otherwife be well employed. 

HowEVER trifling fame things may Carving. 
feem, they are no longer fo, when-above 

half the world thinks them otherwife. Car.ving, as 
it occurs at lea fr once in every day, is not below our 
notice. We fhould ufe ourfelves to carve adroitly 
and genteelly, without hacking half an hour acrofs 
a bone, without befpattering the company with the 
fauce, and without overturning the glaffes into your 
neighbours pockets. To be awkward in this parti­
cular, is extremely difagreeahle and ridiculous. It 
is eafily avoided by- a lit tle attention and ufe ; and a 
man who tells you gravely that he cannot carve, may 
as well tell you that he cannot blow his nofe ; it is 
·both as eaf y and as neceifary *. 

* RULES FOR BEHAVIOUR AT TABLE. 
It is ·very nide, when at table, to fcratch any part of 

your borly. 
1:'. ou ough~ to take _care, alfo, if poffible, not ~o fpit 

<luring that time ; or, 1f ~ou are under a neceffity of doing 
it, it ought to be done m fome decent manner. I have 
fom etirnes heard, that_ there \.Vere_ whole nations formerly, 
fo temperate, and of !o dry an habit of body, from frequent 
exerc_i!e, that they never fpit or b_lew their. no:es on any 
occahon. Why cannot _we therefore cont~in our fpittl e 
for fo lhort a fpace of t1me, at leafi, as is fpent at our 
meals ? ' 

We fhould likewif.e be careful not to cram in our food 
fo greedily, cind with fo voracious an appetite, as to cat& 
us to hiccllp, or to be g11il1y of any thing e!ie that may 

off1;nJ. 
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STUDY to acquire that fafhionab]e Chit-chat. kind of /mall-talk or chit-chat, which 

Si 

prevails in all polite affemllies, and which, trifling 

offend the eyes or the tars of the company ; which they do wl~o e2t in fuch a hurry, as, by tl,eir puffin ;,; ancl blow­ing, to be very rrouhlefome to thofe who :it nt,H them. It is alto very indecen t to rub your teeth with the table­cloth or n;ipkin ; and to endeavour to pick then1 with your finger is more fo. 
In the pretence alfo of ethers, to w;;i{h yc._1r m0\1th, ancl to fquirt out the wine with which you have pe1 formed that operation, is very \lnpolite. 
\Vhcn the table is cleared, to carry ahont your tooth­pick in y01..J.1 mouth, like a bird going to hui! ,• his nefl-, or to flick it behind your ear, as a barber does his comb, is no very genteel cufl-om. 
They alfo are undouhtedly mi!taken in their notions of politenefs, who ca, ry their tooth-p ick cafes hanging do Nn from their necks; for, befides that it is an odd fight for a ge11tle1han to produce any th ing of tint kind from his bofom, like fome fi:roJJing pedlar, this inconvenience mull: alfo follo111, from fuch a prac1ice, t t1at he who acts thus <litcovers that he is but too well furnifhe<l with every in­fl-rurnent of luxury, and too anxious abciut f-vcry thing that relates to the belly: anrt I can fee no realon why the fame pc:rfon,; might not as well ditpl,1y a filver fpoon hang­ing about tlteir necks. 

' To lean w11h yonr elbows upon the table, or to fill both your ,:-heeks fo full th at your jaws feem fwelled, is by no mean s agreeab le. 
Neither ought you, hy any token or gefiu re, to difco,•er that you take too grea t pleafure in any kind of food or wi ne ; which is a rnftom more proper for inn-keepers anJ para Ii tes. 
To invite thofe who fit at table with you to eat, by ex­prdlions of thi s kin d , " What! have you proclaimed a fa(t to-day ?" or, "Perhaps here is nothin g at table you can m;;ke a dinner of : " or, " Pray, Sir, ta{h· rhis 01' this dilh :'' Thus to invite people, I fay, is by no means a laudable cufiom, though now become familiar to almott 

E .2, every , 
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as it mciy appear, is of ufe in mixed companies) and 

at table. It turns upon the public events of Eu­

rope, and then is at its beil:; very often upon the 

number, the goodnefs or badnefs, the difcipline or 

the cloathing of the troops of different princes ; 

fometimes upon the families, the marriages, the 

relations of princes and confiderable people ; and 

fometimes the magnificence of pnblic entertainments, 

balls, mafq uerades, &c. Upon fuch occafions, like- . 

wife, it is not amifs to know how to parler cuiji1te, 

every one, and pracrifed in every family ; for though thefe 

·officious people {hew, that the perfon whom they thus in_vite 

is really the objea of their care, yet they give occa!ion, 

by this means, to the perfon invited, to be lefs free in his 

behaviour, and make him blu{h at the thought of being the 

fubjea of ob:erv,,t ion. . 

For any one to take tipon him to help another to any 

thing th ::i. t is let upon the table, I do not think very polite ; 

unl els, pe1haps, the perfun who does this is of much fupe­

rior dignity, fo that he who receives it is honoured by the 

offer : for, if this be done amongfl- equ als, he that offers 

any ,th.ing to an, ,iher, appears, in fome mealt1re, to afftll a 

fuf1eriority over him: fometimes, too, what is ofFered m2y 

11ot be agreeable to the pala te of another. BeGJes, a m;i n 

by this means feems to intimate, that the entertainment is 

11ot very liberally furnifhed out; or, at leaft, that the di{hes 

are pl aced in a pi:epollerous order, wbe11 one abounds and 

a11other wants. AnJ it is pofiible th at the perfon who 

gives the entertainment may not be very well pleafed with 

Juch ~ freedom. Ncverthc:lefs, in· this rel"pea we ou ~h t 

r :nher tu do what is Hftially done, than what we may 

think would be better done : for it is more advifcable, rn 

cafes of thi s natu1e, to err with the multitude, than to he 

fingular eve n in acring rightly. But whatever may be 

proper or improper in this 1elpea , you {hou l<l never rcfu l~ 

,rny thing that is offered you ; for you will be thou ght ei­

ther to de!pifr: or tu repru.-e him that 0tfers i tl-G AL AT .E o. 

an<l 
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and to be able to differt upon the growth and flavour 

of wines. Thefe, it is true, are very little things; 

but they are little things that occur very often, and 

therefore fhould be. faid avcc gcntiildfc ei grnce. 

THE perfon fhould be accurately Cleanlincfs. 

clean ; the teeth, hands, and nails, 

fhou1d be particularly fo ; · a dirty mouth has real 

ill confequences to the owner, for it infallibly caufes 

the . decay, as well as the intolerable pain of the 

teeth ; and is very offenfive, for it will mofl: inevita­

bly il:ink. Nothing looks more ordinary, vulgar, 

and illiberal, than dirty hands, and ugly, uneven, 

and ragged nails ; the ends of which fhoulcl be kept 

fmooth and clean (not tipped with black), and 

fmall fegments of circles ; and every time that the 

hands are wiped, rub the fkin round the nails back­

wards, that it may not grow up, and fhorten them 

too much. Upon no account whatever put your 

:fingers in your nofe or ears. It is the moil £hocking, 

nail:y, vulgar rudenefs, that can be oH'ered to com­

pany. The ears iliould be wafhed well every morn- · 

ing; and in blowing your nofc, never look at it 

afterwards ,:.<. 

* It is exr~emely indecent to fpit, cough, and expeclo­

rate (as it were) in company, as fome hearty fellows are 

apt to do ; and more fo, when you have blown your nofo, · 

to draw afide and examine the c0ntents of your handker­

chief; as if yon expected pearls or rubies to diftiJ from 

your brain. Thefe kinds of hahits, in good company, are 

fo very naufeous and difgufting, that if we indulge our-

1el\"es in them, n<:> one can be very fond of our acquain­

tance. So far from it, that everi thofe who are inclined to 

wifh ,us well, muft, by thefe and the like difagreeable cuf­

t0ms, be entire..ly alieNated from us,-GALATEO. 
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TH Es E things may perhaps appear too infignifi­
cant to be mentioned ; but' when it is remembered 
that a thou fand littl ... namelefs things, which every 
one feels but no one can dpfrribe, confpire to form 
that c-,,uhole of pie.Jing, I think we ought not to call 
them trifling. Befides, a clean {hirt and a cle-an per~ 
fon are as neceffary ~o health as not to offend ot)1er 
people. I have ever heid it as a maxim, and which I have lived to fee verified, That a man who is neg­
ligen t at twenty, will be a Doven at forty, and in­
tolerable at fifty year~ of age. 

ATTEND to the comp1iments of Compliments·*. 
congratula.tion, or condolance , that 

yon hear a ,well-bred man make to his foperiors, to 
his equals, a:,d to his inferiors ; watch even his 
countenance ~nd his tone of voice, for they all con­
fpire in the main point of pleafing. There is a cer­
tain difti ng uifu ' ng diction of a man of falhion : he 
will nqt cont nt hirnfelf with faying, like John 
... l rott, to a new-married man, " Sir~ I wifu you 

-X· If in your country it be a cull:omary thing to fay to any one, when you take 1our le8ve of him, '' Sir, I ki[s your hand with the moft profound re[pecl: : " or, " Sir, Jam your n,oft: obedient lei vant, and entirely at your de­votion : " or, " Sir, you may command my belt fen ices ; u1e mt:: or abufe me, at your pleature, and o; every ocofion whatever:" If, I fay, it be the fathion to uf1: thi::Je and the like forms of expreffion, I ""ould by all means have yoll make uie of them as well as other pt oplt-. 
J,n {hart, whether in taking ieave of, or in wr1trng to any perfon, ·you ou ~ht to adclrefs him, or take leave of hi1_11, 11ot tiS Reafon but as Cuft:om requires ; not c1s men ufed to do form erly, or a~, perh;ips, they ought to do; but as they do now at this prelent time,-G ALATEO. 
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-c:c much joy;" or to a man who has Iofl: his fon, "Sir, 

" I am forry for your lofs ;" and both with a counte­

nance equally unmoved : but he will fay in effect the 

farµe thing, in a more elegant and le[s trivial manner, 

and with a countenance adapted to the occafion. 

He will advance with warmth, vivacity, and a chear­

ful countenance, to the new-married nnn, and em­

bracing him, ptrhaps fay to him, ,c Tf you do juf­

" tice to my attachment to you, you will judge of 

" the joy that I feel upon this occafion, better than 

" I on exprefs it, &c." To the other in affiictio.a -

he •.vill advance Dowly, with a grave compofure of 

countenance, in a more. deliberate manner, and with 

a lower voice perhaps fay, " I hope you do me the 

" jufrice to be convinced_, that I feel whatever you 

" feel, and ihall ever be affected where you are 

c' concerned.'' 

'I' HERE is a certain language of con­

verfation, a fafhionable diction, of \,vhich 
Dicl:ion. 

every gentleman ought to be perfec1:ly mafter, in 

whatever language he fpeaks. The French attend 

to it carefolly, and with great reafon; and their 

language, which is a language of phrafes, helps them 

out exceed·ngly. That delicacy of dic1:ion is cha­

raclerifrical of a man of fafhion and good company ·Y-·. 

* In any continued fpeech or narration, your words 

ouo-ht to be fo placed, as the eafe of cor111non conver.Gi.tion 

req::,uires ; I mean, that f?:Y fhoul<l neither be perplexed 

and in tr icate, nor too am?1t1oufly t~anfpofeci, which many 

are apt to do, from a certain affectat10n of elegance; whole 

di fcourfe is more like the forms of a notary, who is ex­

plaining fome infhument to others, in their vernaculai· 

ton gue, which h7 has written in Latin, than to the fpeech 

<lf one man talking to another 111 the language of tl1eir 

E 4 OVl' Ii 
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Drefs and 

,dancing. 
DR Ess is one of the various ingredi­

ents that contribute to the art of ple.a­
fing, and therefore _an object of fome attention ; for 

own country. A fryle thus tranfpofed :rnd per?lexed may fometimes anfwer the end of a man that ,s nnking verfc:s, 
b ut is always ungr;iceful in a familiarconverfation. 

Nor ought we only to ahftain from this poetical manner 
of fpeaking in common converfation, but alfo from the 
pompous method of thofe that fpeak in public; for unlefs we obferve this caution, our dikourfe will be <lifagreeahle and extremely difgu(bng; though, perhaps, it is a matter of greater fki ll to make thofe folenm lpeeches, than to con­
verfe with a man in private; but then, that kind 0f elo­
quence muft be referved for its proper place. A man ot!O"ht not to <lance, but walk a common pace along the 
ftreet : for though all men can vvalk, whereas many people cannot dance; yet the latter ought to be referved for a 
wedding, or fome joyful occafion, and. not to be pract:ifed 
jn the public walks. This way of converling, then, fo full of ofl:entation, ought by all means to be avoided. 

Nor yet would I have you, for this reafon, acculloin yourfelf to a mean and abject:: manner of expreffi11g your~ Jelf; fuch as the lovveft dregs of the people,_ porters, cob­
lers, and laundreffc:s, u(e; but rather, that you lhould imi­
tate the converfation of a well - bred man, and a perfon of 
falhion. Bow to accomplifh this, I {hall now point 
out to you ; namely, 

Firft, By never difcour/ing upon low, frivolous, dirty, or 
immodell fubject:s. . 

Secondly, By mak ing choice of fuch words, in your own lan,;:.uage, as are clear, proper, well-founcling, and foch as lnve u[ually a good meanin?: annexed to them, 
and do not fo gge!t to the imagination the i<lea of any thing 
bafe, filthv, or indecent. 

Thirdly~ By ranging your w(lrds in an elegant order, fo that they may n(?t appe~r co nfuft:d, and jumbled together at random, nor yet, hy too labomed an exact:nefs, forced 
into certain regular feet and meaf'ures. 

fanbcr, .By taking care to pi·onounce qi.refully and dif_ 
tintlly, 



G R A C E s. 57 

we cannot help forming fome opinion of a m-:in's 
fenfe and charaB:er fi om his drefa. All afI"etlation 
in drefs implies a flaw in t~e under.fl:anding. Men 
of fenfe carefully avoid any particul2.r charaEter in 
their drefs ; they are accurately ciean for their own 
fake, but all the refl: is for the fake of other people. 
A man fhould drefs as weli, and in the fame manner, 
as the people of fenfe and fafhion of the pl2.ce where 
he is : if he dre!fes more than they, he i: a fop ; if 
he dre!fes lefs, he is unpardonably negligent: but 
of the two, a young fellow fhou ltl be rather too much 
than too little drefled ; the excefs of tbat fide will 
wear off, with a little age and reflcB:ion. 

THE difference in cl refs between a man and a fop 
is, that the fop values himfe )f upon his drefs ; and 
the man of fenfe laughs at it, at the fame time that 
he knows he muft not neglecl it : there are a thou­
fand foolifh cufl:oms of this kind, which, as they are 

tincl:ly, wh::it you have to fay ; and not join togethe1· 
things entirely <liffcrent and diHimilar. 

If, moreover, in your difcourie you are not too !low, like 
~ man who, at a plentiful table, does not know what to 
chufe fir(l:; nor yet too eager, like a mai;i halL{brveci ; 
but if you !peak calmly and deliberately, as a moderate 
man ought to do. 

LaHly, If you pronounce ec1ch letter and fyllahle with a 
proper fweetneCs (yet not like forne pedagogue who s 

teac hing children to read and fr1el l), neitheir frifl.ing your 
words between your teeth, as if you were chewing them 1 
or huddling them toge ther, as if you were [wallowing 

. them. By carefully attending to thefc precepts then, and 
a few mo, e of this k in d, others will hear you g];,dly and 
with pleafure ; and you yomfc:lf will ohta.in, with appbu{e, 
that <leg1ee of dignity which becomes a well-b're<l m:rn and 
a gentleman .-GAL A TEO. 

not 
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not crimin al, mu[t be complied with, and even chear­fo ly, by men of fenfe. Diogenes the Cynic was a 
wife man for defpiiing chem, but a fool for fhcwing 
it. 

\VE {hould not at tempt to rival, or to excd a fop in drefs ; but it is ne_ceifary to drefs, to avoid fingu ­
larity a·nd ridicu]e. Great care iliould be taken to 
be always dreifed like t':"' rea·o :able people of our own age in the place w:1c.:-e we are, whofe drefa is 
n evn fpok.en Jf oae way or another, as neither too negi ige.it, or too much fiuaied 'Ir. 

* L et vo ur drefs be conformable to the cufi-oms of the a ~e yo 11 i'ive in, and fuitahle to your cundition : f(,r it is nd in our 1,ower to alter the general fai1iions at our plea­f re; whic.· , :-l it ey arc proJu'--cd, fo they are fw ·.;!lowed up by ti111 ·. In the mean while, every one may make fhift t o accommodate the gc!1er.,l fafhiJn to his own particular cc; nvc:ni,'.nce, ·as the e1(e may require. Thus (ror inlLnce), if von :1,~ppen to have longer leg:s than the relt of mankind , an d 111 >rt c•,ats are in vog ue, ;OU m1y take care that you r coat he not •he verv f!-iorteir; hut rather lornewl11t lefs Jhort rhan che extre111i'y d the f.dhi ,n requires : or, if any one h.1s ei t 1e , o fh1 1 r, or too fl Oiy, or even cli!toned legs, let not l'uch a bnt: ddl:ingu ;{h hirn!i:Jf by flockin gs of a fcar­l.::t, or any otb . r very co11rp1 c•J'•us colour, that he may not attract t he n1,t ice of others to hi3 clefecl:s . 
N ,) pan of your d1·tfs ought to be titl1er too fplenditl, ot· en rmouHy fr111§:'.ed or laced, ldl:, perhaps, you fhould be f.~i d r , have _H:olen C upid's mantle , or the bufkins of Ga ny nede . 
But whatever you r cloarhs are, take care that they be well m:ide ; tha t they fit with a grace, and he fitted to your pe1 lun ; that you may not appear to have borrowed them of a friend , 0 1 hired them for the day: but above all things, . th ey lhou id be fo i tee\ to your rank and profotEon ; that a fr,1olar br not <l re!fod like a fold1er, or a_n officer like a buf-foon or a <lanc ing- m aiter,-GALATEO , · 
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AwKWARDr-.Ess of carriage isveryalienati,g, ::,••d 
a total negligence of chefs anu air, 2.n i:n1 r r' · 11. ,t 
infu lt upon cuftom and fafhion. !omen h:nc ;:r ·1 t 

influence a to a man's fafhionablc char:ie,er; anu an 
awkward man will never have th~ir votes, whieh are 
very numerous, and ofcener counted than \Veighed. 

WHEN we are once well-dreffed for the d .. y, we 
!hould think no more of it aftennrds ; and, witl1out 
any H.iffnefs for fear of Gifc~.mpofing that ctrefs, we 
fhould be as e:ify and natural as if we ha no cl.oaths 
on at all. 

DANCING, likewife, though a filly trifling thing, 
is one of thofe efi:abl ifhed follies which people of 
fen;e are fornet1rr,es obliged to conform to; and if 
they do, they fhoul<l be ab1e to perform it well. 

IN dancing, the motion of the arms fhould be par­
ticularly attended to, as thefe decide a man's being 
genteel or otherwife, more than any other part of the 
body. A twiCr or frifFn cfs in the wri!l: will m ak~ any 
man look awkward. If a man dances well from the 
waift upwards, wears his hat well, and move~ his head 
properly, he dances well. Coming into a room a1 d 
prefenting yourfelf to a company fhou ld be alfo at­
tended to, as this al ways gives the firft i m preffion» 
which is often indelible . Thofc who prefer.t them­
felves well, have a certain dignity in their air, which,, 
without the leafi: fee:ning mixture of pride, at once 
engages and is refpecl:ed. 

DR 1 N KING of healths is now growing Drink in~ 
out of fail1ioh, and is deemed unpolite in of hcaLns. 

good company. Cuftom once had rendereJ it uni­
verfal, 

.,.. 
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verfa1, but the improved manners of the age now con­
£der it as abfurd and vulgar . What can be more rude 
or r' dic11~ous than to interrupt perfons at their meals 
w:th an unneceff:iry compliment? Abfl:ain, then , 
from this fil]y cuflom wher~ you find it difufed; 
and ufe it only at thofe tables where it continues 
general * · 

Affurancc. A STEADY a:!Iurance is too often im­
properly ftiled impu dence. For my part, I fee no 

• T o drink to any one, and teaze him to pledge you in 
large r glaffes, againit his inc linarion, is in itJelf a n exe­
crable cuftom; which , however, has fo far prevail-:d, as 

- to appear impolfible alrnofi: ever to be abolifhed. Eut 
you will, I am perfuarled., gladly abfl:ai n from this vile 
praclice ; thou gh , if you !hould be urged by others, 
and cannot enrirely relifl: their importunity, you may thank 
them, and fay, that you will ing ly yield them th e vil:1:ory ; 
or, without taking a larger draught, you may lightly tafle 
what is prefented to you. , 

And indeed this cu fiom of drinking he:cilths is fu~ciently 
ancient; and was formerly much practifo<l in Greece itJelf: 
for Socrates is hi ghly applaudeci hy fome writers, that afrer 
fpending the whole night in clrin king largely with Ariito­
phanes, as fo 0n a'> it was ligh t in the m. ming, he woulJ 
<leline.~te and den ,onfrrilte ,rny the mofl: fobrle geometric ,d 
prob lem, withont the ,leaft hefitation ; an evident proof, 
indeed, that the wi!'le had not ytt done him any in jury ; 
but this is r::1ther to he alcribe<l to the firength of his brain, 
an<l to a good conftitu rion, than to the temperance of a 
philofopher. Y et, froin this infl:ance, and other frivolous 
argum ents, fome people have endeavo ured to prove the ex ­
pediency of drinkin g freely fometirnes; th oug h 1 can by 
110 means affc:nt to thei r opinion; notw ithfl:anJin g that, by 
.;:i pompous parade of words, fome learned men have fo ma­
naged ir, tlnt an unju lt caufc: has ofte n gaine<l the victory, 
;md reafon fubrr.itted to fophiltry and chicane. -GALA TE o. 
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impudence, but, on the contrary, infinite utility and 

advantage, in prefentir:g one's felf with the fame 

coolnefs and unconcern in ahy and every company : 

till one can do th at, I am very fore that one c:m never 

prefent one's [elf well. Whatever is done under con­

cern and embarraffment, mu[t be ill done; and, till a 

man is abfolutely eafy and unconcerned in every 

company, he will never be thought to have kept good, 

nor be very welcome in it. Affurance and intrepi­

dity, under the white banner of fc;-:ming modeil:y, 

dear the way to merit, that would otherwife be dif­

couraged by difficulties in its journey; ·,yhereas bare­

faced irn pudence is the noify and bluflering harbinger 

of a worthlcfs and fenfelefs ufurper. 

A MAN of fenfe ma·.v be in hafle, but Hurry. 
<can never be in a hurry, ,becaufc he 

knows, that whatever he does in a hurnr he mufr ne­

ceffarily do very ill. He may be in halte to difp:itch 

an affair, but he will take care not to let that hai1e 

hinder his doing it well. Little minJs are in a hurry, 

when the object proves (as it commonly does ) too 

big for them ; they run, they hare, they puzzle, con­

found, and perplex themfei ,·es; they want to do every 

thing at once, and never <lo it at all. But a man of 

fen fe takes the time necc{fary for Join CT the thin CT he 
b b 

is about well ; and hi haae to difpatch a bufi.nefs, 

crnly appears by the continuity of his application to 

it : he purfues it with .::. cool itc:.dinefs, and fini!hes 

it before he begins any od1er. 

'' FREQ,,_UENT 
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Laughter. FR E Q.__U ENT and loud laughter is the charaB.eriHic of fol:y and ill-manners ,ir, : it is the manner in which the Mob ~xprefs their filly joy at filly things ; and they call it being merry. In my mind, there is nothing fo illiberal, and fo ill-bred, as audible laughter. True wit or · fenfe never yet made .:iny body la ugh; they ;:i.re above it; they pleafe the min d, and give a chearfulnefs to the ou ntenance. But it is low buffoonery, or filly ~ccidents, that al­,vays exci te laughter; and that is what pe0ple. ·of fenfe and breeding !hould iliew thl'mfelves above. A man's going to fit down, in the fuppofition that he has a chair behind him, and fa'ling down upon his breech for want of one, fets a whole company a-laugh­ing, when all the wit in the world would not d0 it; a plain proof, in my mind, how low and unbecoming a thing laughter is. Not to mention the difagreeable noife that it makes, and the £hocking diil:orticn of the face that it occafions. 

1\1ANY people, at fir.ft from awk\vardnefs, have got a very d'ifagreeable and [lly trick of laughing wJ1encver they fpea!:: and I know men of very good parts, who cannot fay the commoneft thing without laughing ; v.·hich makes thofe who do not know tpem take them at fide for natural fools. 

* Vve ou:rht al fo to ;i.bitain from a foolifh, rufiic, 2nd infipid hode la11gh : neither ihould we laugh, mere1 y be­caule we hare co11t1·acted ,.a filly habit of laug 1ing, perhaps,' rather than from any neceffity there is for it: nor ought you to lriugli at any joke or f1;1art faying of your own ; for you will be thought to appl;rnJ your owl'.l wit. It belongs . to the company, and 11ot to 111111 who fays a good thing, to. exprefs their approbation by a bugh.-GALAT Eo. 
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lT is of thP, utmofl: jmportance to Letter-writ..; .,. 

write letters well ; as this is a taient rng. 

which iaily occurs, as well in buftnefs as in pleafore ; 
and in accuracies in orthography, er in ily!e, are ne­
ver paraofled but in ladies ; nor is it hardly pardon ­
able in them. The Epii"tles of .Cicero ire the mofl 

ptrfeB: models of good writing . 

LETTERS fhould be eafy and natural, and convey 
to the perfons to whom we fend them, jufi what we 

would fay to thofe perfons if we were prefent with 
them. r 

-t~ 
; --•·~ 

THE befr models of Letter-Writing are Ciceroj · 
C ardinal d'Oifat, Madame Sevigne, and Ccmpte 
Buffy Rabutin . Cicero's Epillles to Atticus, and to 
his familiar friends, are t he beft .examp1e3 in the 

friendly and the familiar Hyle . The fimplicity and. 
d earnefs of the Letters of Cardin al d 1 Offat fhew ho\v 
letters of bufinefs ought to be written. For ·gay and 

amufing letters , there are none th at equal Compte· 
Buffy's and -Madame Sevigne's. They are fo na!u­
ral, that they (eem to be the extempore converfations 
of two people cf wit, rather than le~ters. 

NEATNESS i n folding up, fealing, ~nd direB:.ing 
let ters, is by no means to be neglec.1:ed . There is 
fornething in the extericr even of a letter th at may 
pleafe or difpleafe, and confequently deferves fome· 
attention. 

THER E is nothing that a young man Nickname. 

at his firil: appearance in the world has 
more reafon to dread 1 and therefo.i:e fhould take more 

parns-
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pains to avoid, than having any ridicule fixed on him. 
In the opinion even of the moil: rational men, it ·will 
degrade him, but ruin him with the reft. Many a 
man has been undone by acquiring a ridiculous nick­
name. The caufes of nick-names among well- bred 
men, al'e generally the little defects in manner, elo­
cution, air, or addrefs. To have the appellation of 
muttering, awkward, ill-bred, abfent, left-legged, 
annexed always to your name, would injure you 
more than you imagine : avoid then thefe little de­
fects, ?,nd you may iet ridicule at defiance. 

Pronuncia­
tion in [peak­
ing. 

To acquire a graceful utterance, read 
aloud to fame friend every day, and beg 
of him to interrupt and correct you 

whenever you read too fa.fl:, do r.ot obferve the proper 
fiops, lay a wrqng emphafis, or utter your words un­
intelligibly. You may: even read aloud to yourfelf, 
::ind tune your utterance to your oy.,n ear. Take care 
to open your teeth when you read or f peali::, and arti­
culate every word difi:i nctly; which laft cannot be 
done but by founding the final letter. But above all, 
fludy to vary yo ur voice according to the fubjeB:, and 
avoid a monotony. Daily attci1tion to thefe articles 
wid, in a little time, render them eafy and habi ual 
.to you. 

THE voice and rnann~r of fpeaking, too, are not 
to be neglected : fam e people almofl: iliut their mouths 
when they fpeak, and mutter fo, that they are not to 
be underfl:ood ; others fpeak fo fall, and fputter, that 
they are not to be unclerftood neither : fome ahvays 
fpeak a~ loud as if they were talking to deaf people; 
and oth ers fo low, that one cannot hear them. Ail 
thefe habits are awkward and difagreeable, and are 

to 
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to be avoided by attention : they are the diftin­
guifhing marks of the ordinary people, who have had 
no care taken of their education. You cannot ima­
gine how neceffary it is to mind all thefe little 
things; for I have fee·n many people, with great ta­
lents, ill-received, for want of having thefe talenti; 

· and others well-received, only from their little ta­
lents, and who had no great ones. 

0 RT Ho GR AP HY, or fpelling well, is Spelling. 
fo abfolutely necdfary for a man of let-
ters, or a gentleman, that one falfe fpelling may fix a 
ridicule on him for the remainder of his life. Read­
ing carefully will contribute, in a great meafure, to 
preferve you from expofing yeurfelf by falfe fpelling; 
for books are generally well-f_p~lled, according to the 
orthography of the times. Sometimes words, indeed, 
are fpelled differently by different authors, but thofe 
inftances are rare; and where there is only one way 
of fpelling a word, fhould you fpell it wrong, you 
will be fore to be ridiculed. Nay, a <ivoman of a to­
lerable education would defpife and laugh at her 
lover, if he fuould fend her an ill-fpelled billet-doux. 

STYLE is the drefs of thoughts; and Style. 
let ~hem be ever fo jufl:, if your ftyle is 
homely, coarf~, and vulgar, -they will appear to as 
much difadvantage, and be as ill-received, as your 
perfon, though ever fo well proportioned, would, if 
dre.ffed in rags, dirt, and tatters. It is not every un­
derfranding that can judge of matter ; but every ear 
can aRd-does judge, more or lefs, of Hyle *. 

* We ought to make ufe of clear and fignificant words ; 
_ which we !hall do, if we know how to make a pm dent 
choice of fuch words as are originally of our own country ; 

, F r~ 



G R A C E S. 

M 1 No your diction, in whatever language you 

either write or fpeak; contract a habit of correctnefs 

and elegance. Confider your fryle, even in the freefr 

converfation, and moft familiar letters. After, at 

le:ifr, if not before you have fa.id a thing, reflect if 

you could not have faid it better. 

11\Triting. 
EvE RY man who has the ufe of his 

eyes and his right hand, can write 

fo that they are not too fi:ale and ob1olete, and, like torn EH' 

thread-b ar e g arments, laid afide and out of ufe. Such, in 

Englifh, are, ",welkin, g uerdon, lore, meed, ift.fr,ons," 

a11rl the like. The better to accomP,li{h this, al fo , let your 

words be /imple, and not ambiguous; for it is in th e con­

ftru aion of riddles , that w ords are to be taken equivocally, 

or as expreffin g t\vo di!ferent thin gs. For the fame reafon, 

we ough t to ufe words m the molt proper fenfe, and fuch as 

cx p!·efs th e thing intended as ft g nificant ly as poffible-, and 

wh ich ar e the lea/l: app licable to any other thing ; for, by 

t h is me:rns , the very o bj eccs themfe lves will feem to be re­

p refi: n ted to our eyeg, and rather poi nted out to us, than 

mei·ely <ltf.: ri bed. Thu s, it is proper " to an hod e to 

., 11e_;gh , to a dog to bark, to an hog to g runt, to a bull to 

" he#nv , to a fh eep to bleat, to a boar to gnoJ!t , an d to a 

" Je rp~n t to hifs *" A s, t herefore, the genuin e and proper 

names of thing s are to be ufed in our converfa ti on with 

others , no one can com modioufiy conver fe with him w ho 

d oes not un d erfb nd the la ng uage which he makes u le of : 

ye t, thoug h a ihang er may not be mafi:er of th e language 

which we ufe, we are no t, on hi s account, to corrupt or la y 

a fide o ur n-a ti ve tongue; as fome coxcomical jackanapes will 

attempt, with violent efforts, to make u1e of th e lang uag e o f 

any fore ig ner with wh om they conv erfe, and fo exprefs every 

t h ing improperly. We ou gh t nev er to m ake ufe of a fo­

r e.ig 11 lang uage, un lefa when it is abfolutely neceffary to ex ­

p refs ou r wa nts : hut in our common interrourfe with o th ers,. 

let us be conte nted with our native tong ue, thoug h it may 

be t hou g ht fa r in feri or to, and lefs noble th an fome others. 

-GALATE O. 

* T his prec ifion in our language is of confequcnce, and too 

m uch neglec!:ed. 
what-
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whatever hand he pleafes. Nothing is fo ungentle­
man-like as a fchool-boy's fcrawl. I do not defire 
you to write a ftiff, formal hand, like tliat of a fchool­
mafter, but a genteel, legible, and liberal character, 
and to be able to write quick. · As to the correclnefs 
and elegancy of your writing, attention to grammar 
does the one, and to the beft authors, the other. 
Epiftolary correfpondence !hould be eafy and na­
tural, and convey to the perfons juft what we would 
fay if we were with them. 

Vu LG AR rs M in language is a certain Vulgar ex~ 
characleriftic of bad company, and a preffions. 
bad education. Proverbial expreffions, and trite 
fayings, are the flowers of the rhetoric of a vulgar 
man. Would he fay, that men differ in their taftes; 
he both fupports and adorns that opinion, by the 
g~od old_ faying, as he refpeclfully calls it, that 
u What is one man's meat is another man's poifon." 
If any body attempts being/mart, as he calls it, upon 
him ; he gives them tit for tat, aye, that he does. 
He has always fome favourite word for the time 
being; which, for the fake of ufing often, he com­
monly abufes; fuch as 'Vajlly angry, vajlly kind, vajl!y 
handfome, and ,vajtly ugly. Even his pronunciation 
of proper words carries the mark of the beaft along 
with it. He calls the earthyearth; he is obleiged, not 
obliged to you. He goes to 'L'.Jards, and not to'1.uards 
fuch a place. He fometimes affects hard words, by 
way of ornament, which he always mangles like a 
learned woman, A man of fafhion never has re­
courfe to proverbs and vulgar aphorifms; ufes "'nei­
ther favourite words nor hard words; but takes great 
care to fpeak very correctly, and grammatically, and 

F 2 to 
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to pronounce properly; that 1s, according to the 
ufage of the be.fr companies *• 

* E very gentleman will alfo be very cautious not to ufe 
an y indecent or immodefl: expreffions. Now,the decency of an 
expreffion confifl:s eithti r in the found, or in the w ©rd itfelf, 
or e lfe in the fig nification of it; for there are fome words 
expreffive of things decent enou g h -; · and yet, in the word 
itfelf , or in the found of it, there feems to be fomething in ­
decent and unpolite. \,V hen, therefore, word s of this kiud, 
though but fli g htly fufpected, offer them fe lves, w ell - bred 
women ufu ally fubfl:itute others more decent in their room; 
but you will meet with fome ladies (not the ,moft polite wo­
men in the world) who frequently a nd inconfiderately let 
fall fome expreffion or other, which if it were <l efign edl y 
name,-\ before them, they would bln{h up to the ears . \,Vo­
m en, therefore, who either are, or wifh to be, though t well ­
bred, (hould carefully guard, not only againft aH acti ons , 
but all words which are indicent or immodeft ~ and no.t 
only fo, but from a l l which. may appear fuc b, or be capable 
of f11 ch ari interpretation. 

I t may further be obferved, th at where two or more 
words exprefs the fame thing, yet on e ma y be more or lefs 
decent than the other: for inftance, we m ay decent ly 

enou g h fay, "He fpent the nig ht <with the lady ;'' bllt, i f 
we ihould exprefs the fame thing by another and m ore 
rlain phrafe, it would be very improper to be mentioned , 
Thus it becomes a lad y , and even a well-bred m an, to dt' ­
fcrihe a common proflitute by th e name of an immod tlt 
woman, and fo of the re/1:. 

N or a re indecent and immode f!: word s al one, b ut alfo 
]ow ancl mean exprefEons to be avoi ded , efpecially upon 
great and illufl:rious fu b jecl:s ; for whic h reafon , a poe't, 
otherwife of no vul gar merit, is de fcrved ly rep rehenfiblc, 
w ho, intending to defc r i be the fplendour of a clear 1ky, 
fays , 

" - And wi thout d regs the day.' • 

F or fo low anrl dirty a phrafe was, in my o pinion, hy no 
m ea ns foitable to fo fplendiri a:1~d illu/1:r io1-1s ~-111 obj ect : 

neither can a ny one c!eve>·ly call the fon "the candle of the 
,r rtvorld ;" 
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Hu MM ING a tune within ourfelves, Cautions 

drumming with our fingers, making a againft fundry 

noife with our feet, and foch awkward odd habits. 

habits, being all breache:; of good manners1 are 
therefore indications of our contempt for the perfons 
prefent, and confequently fhould not be praB:ifed. 

EATING very quick1 or very flow, is charaB:erifiic 
of vulgarity : the former infers poverty ; the latter, 
if abroad, that you are difgufted with your enter­
tainment ; and if at home, that you are rude enough 
to give your friends what you cannot eat yourfelf. 
Eating foup with your nofe in the plate is alfo vulgar. 
So likewife is fmelling to the meat while on the fork., 
before you put it in your mouth. If you diilike 
what is fent upon your plate, leave it; but never by 
fmelling to, or examining it, appear to tax your 

friend with placing unwholefome provifions before 

you. 

SP I TT 1 N c on the floor or carpet is a filthy prac­
tice, and which, were it to become general, would 
render it as neceffary to change the carpets as the 

table-cloths. Not to add, it will induce our ac­
quaintance to fuppofe, that we have not been ufed to 
genteel furniture : for which reafon alone, if for no 

other1 a man of liberal education ihould avoid it. 

" ,world ; " for this expreffion fuggefts to the imagination 
of the reader, the fiink of tallow, and the greafinefs of the 
kitchen. Hither may be referred many of tho(e proverbs 
which are in the mouth of every one; the fentiments of 
which rli<iy be good, but the words are polluted, as it were, 
by the familiar ufe of the vulgar; as every one may obferve 
from daily experience.-GALATEO. 

F 3 To 
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To conclude this article: Never walk faft in -the 
ftreets, which is a mark of vulgarity, -ill~befitting the 
character of a gentleman or a man of fafhion, 
though it may be tolerable in a tradefman. 

To ftare any perfon full in the face, whom you 
may chance to meet, is an act alfo of ill-breeding ; 
it would (eem to befpeak as if you faw fomething 
wonderful in his appearance, and is therefore a tacit 
reprehenfion. 

KEEP yourfelf free> likewife, .from all odd tricks 
~r habits; fuch. as fcratching yourfelf, putting your 
fingers to your mouth, nofe, . and ears, thrufring out 
your tongue, fnapping your fingers, biting your n~i1s, 
rubbing your hands, fighing aloud, an affected fhiver­
ing of youi: body, gaping, and many o~hers, which I 
have noticed before ; all which are imitations of the 
mann.ers of the mob, _and degrading t~ a gentleman. 

-· KNOWLEDGE OF THE WORLD, 

W E Ih.ould endeavour to hoard up, while we 
are young, a great ftock of knowledge ; 

for though during that time of diilipation we may 
:pot have occafion to f penq. . much of it, yet a time 
will come when we fhall want it to maintain us. . . ' 

THE knowledge of the world is only to be ac­
q~ired in the world, and not in a clofct, Books -- ·· · · · · · · · alone 
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alone will never teach it you; but they will fuggefi: 

many things to your obfervation, which might other­

wife efcape you ; and your own obfervations ti pon 

mankind, when compared with thofe which you will 

find in books, will help you to fix the true point . 

To know mankind well, requires foll as much at­

tention and application as to know books, and, it 

may be, more fagacity and difcernment. I am, at 

this time, acquainted with many elderly people, who 

have all paffed their whole lives in th e gr~at world, 

but with fuch levity and inattention, that they kno\v 

no more of it now than they did at .{ifteen. Do not 

fl atter yourfelf, therefore, with the thoughts that you 

can acquire this knowledge in the frivolous chit-chat 

-0f idle companies; no, you mull go much deeper 

than that. You muCT: look into people, as well as a t 

them. Search, therefore, with the greate!t care, 

into the characlers of all thofe whom you con verfe 

with; endeavou r to difcover their predominant paf­

iions, their prevailing weakneffes, their vanities, their 

follies, and their humours; with all the rig ht and 

wrong, wife and filly fprings of human attions. 

which make fuch inconfiilent and whimfical bein qs ..., 

of us rational creatures. 

THERE are no perfons fo infignificant and incon­

iiderabk, but may, fome time ot other, and in fome­

thing or other? have it in their power to be of ufe to 

you; which they cer tainly will . not, if you have once 

ihewn them contem pt. Wrongs ar~ often forgivei;i, 

but contempt never is. Our pride remembers it for 

ever. Remember, therefore, mofr carefully to con­

ceal your contempt, however jufr, wherever you 

would not make an implacable enemy. lVIen are 

F 4 much 
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much more unwilling to have their weakneffes and 
their imperfections known, than their crimes ; and 
if you hint to a man that you think him filly, ig­
norant, or even ill- bred or awkward, he Vvill hate 
you more, and longer, than if you tell him plainly 
that you think him a rogue. 

NOTHING is more infulting than to take pains to 
make a man feel a mortifying inferiority in know­
ledge, rank, fortune*, &c. In the firH:, it is both ill­
bred and ill-natured, and in the · two latter articles 
it is unjuft, they not being in his power. Good­
breeding and good-nature incline us rather to raife 
people up to ourfelves, than to mortify and deprefs 
them. Befides, it is making ourfelves fo many 
friends, inftead of fo many enemies. A conftant at­
tention to pleafe, is a moft neceffary ingredient in the 
art of pleafing: it flatters the felf-love of thofe to 
whom it is fhewn ; it engages and captivates, more 
than things of much greater' importance. Every 
man is, in fom€ meafure, obliged to difcharge the 
focial duties of life; but thefe attentions are volun­
tary acts, the free-will offerings of good-breeding 
and good-nature; they are received, remembered, 
and returned as fuch. Women, in particular, have 
a right to them ; and any omiffion in that refpett is 
downright ill-breeding. 

WE fhould never yield to that temptation, which 
to moft young men is very ftrong, of expofing other 

* Nothing ought to he done in the prefence of thofe 
whom we are delirous to plea(e, which may exhibit an ap­
pearance of fupei iority, ra ther than an equality of condi. 
tion . But every action and every gefiure ihoul<l be fuch, 
:o.s rn.ay tell-i fy the greatefi refptet and efteem foi· the perfons 
wi th whom we are in company.-GALATEO, 

people 
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people's weakneiTes and infirmities, for the fake ei­

ther of diverting the company, or of fhewing our own 

fuperiority. We may, by that means, get the laugh 

on our fide for the prefent ; but we fhall make ene­

mies by it for ever; and even thofe who laugh with 

us, will, upon reflecl:ion, fear and defpife us: it is ill­

natured, and a good heart defires rather to conceal 

than expofe other people's weakneffes or misfor­

tunes. If we have wit, we fhould ufe it to pleafe. 

and not to hurt: we may fhine, like the fun in the 

Temperate Zones, without fcorching *• 

'N: vVe ought not to ridicule or to make fport even of our 

greateft enemy; it being a mark of greater contempt to 

iaugh at a perfon, than to do him any real injllry : for all 

injuries are done either through refentmcnt, or fome co-

. vetous difpofition ; hut there is no one who conceives 

any refentment again{t any per fon, or on account of any 

thin!{, which he does not at all va!L1e, or who covets that 

whic-h is univerfally defpifed: which ihcws, tli3t they think 
him a m,an of fome confequence, at leaft, whom they in­

jure; but that they have an utter contempt for him wh0m 

· they ridicule, or make a jeft of: for when we make [ port 

of any one, in order to expo!e br put him out of counte­

nance, we do not act thus with a view to ariy advantage or 

emolument, but for our pleafore and diver!ion. We ought, 

by all means, therefore, in our common intercourfe with 

mankind, to abftain fr0m this ignominious kind of i·iclicule. 

And this is not very carefully attended to, by thofe who 

remind others of their foibles, either by their words or their 

geftures, or by rudely mentioning the thing ittelf; as many 

do who flily mimic, either by their ipeech or by fome ndi"'. 

culous diftortion of their perfon, thofe that ftammer, or 

who are bandy-legged or hump-backed; or, in fi10rt, who 

ridicule others for being anyw~ys deformed, dill:orted, or of 

a dwarfilh an<l infignificant apptarance; or thoie who, witll 

laughing and exultation, triumph over others for expref­

fing themfelves with any little impropriety, or who take a 

pleafure in putting them to the blulh; which practices, as 

they are very difagreeable, fo they make us defervtdly 

odious. 
Not 



74 KNOvVLEDGE OF THE \VORLD. 

THERE are many inoffenfiye arts which are ne­
ce.!fcl!Y in the courfe of the world, and which he who 

Not much unlike thefe are thofe buffoo_ps, who take a 
pleafure m te;zing and ridiculing any one th:H comes in their 
way; llOt fo much out of contempt, or with an intention to 
:affront t!1cm,as merely for their own diverfion. And certainly 
there would be no difference between jef!:ing upon a perfon and Jn:i.king a jeft of him, but that the end and intention is dif-_ 
ferent : for he that jells upon any one, does it merely for 
amufemcnt; but he vvho makes a jell: of him, does it out 
of contempt. Although thefr two exprefiions are ufually 
confounded, both ir:i writing and in converfation, yet he that 
makes a joke of another, fets him in an ignominious light 
for his own pleafore; whereas, he who only jokes upon .him, cannot fo properly be faid to take pleafore, as to di­
vert himfelf in feeing another invol,ved in Come harmlefs 
error; for he hirnielf, probably, would be very much 
gri~ved and concerned to fee the fame perfon in any ludi­
crous circumftances, attenrled with real difgrace. 

He:nce it appears , tha , one and the fame thing, though 
clone to one and the fame perfon, may be fometimes taken 
as jefling upon a man, and fornetimcs as making a jeft _of him, according lo the intention of the perfon that does 1t. 
But becaufe our intention cannot be evidently known to 
other people, it is not a very prudent practice, in our daily 
commerce with the world, to make u[e of fo ambiguous and 
fofpecl:cd an art. 

Not to mention, at prefent, that m:rny of thefc wag-gerics 
confifi-, in fo?ne fort, of deception . Now, every one is na­
turally provoked at being deceived, or led into an error. It 

· appe:i.rs, then, from many confiderations, that he who is cle­
fo-ous of gaining the love and good-w.ill of mank•nd, o\lght 
not greatly to affccl: this fuperiority in playing upon an4 
teaz.ing thole ~~·ith whom he converies. 

It is true, indeed, that we cannot, by any means, pafs 
through rh is calamitous mortal li fe without fome recreation 
and amufrm nt; and becaufe wit and humour , cccafion 
mirth and laughter, and confequent1y that relaxation whic11 
the mind requires, \Ye are generally fond of thoft: who ex­
cel in a f:icetious and agreeable kind of rai llery, anJ there­
fore the contrary to what I have affertecl may feem to he 
true; I i ,ta,1 , that in our ordinary intercourfe with m:rnkin~, 

1t 
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pracl:ifes the earlieft, will p!eafe the moft, and rife the 

fooneft. The fpirits and viv:icity of youth are apt to 

neglett them as ufelefs, or reject them as troubl efome: 

but fubfequent knowledge and experience of the 

world remind us of their importance, commonly 

when it is too !ate. The principal of thefe things 

is the rnafrery cf one's temper, and that coolnefs of 

mind, and ferenity of countecance, which hinders us 

from difcoveri ng by words, actions, or even looks, 

thofe p2fiions or fe ntirr.ents by which we are in­

wardly moved or agitated ; and the difcovery of 

which gives cooler and abler people fuch infinite ad­

vaq.tages over us, not only in great bufinefs, but in 

all the moft common occurrences of life. A man 

w ho does not po!fefs himfelf enough to hear difagree­

able things, without vifible marks of anger and 

change of countenance, or agreeable ones without 

fudden burfts of joy, and expan:fion of countenance, 

is at the mercy of every artful knave, or pert cox-

- comb : the former will provoke or pleafe you by de~ 

fign, to catch unguarded words or looks ; by which he 

will eafily decypher the fc crcts of your heart, of which 

you fuould keep the key yourfelf, and tru fi: it with no 

man living. The la tter will, by his abfurdity, and 

without intending it, produce the fame difcoveries, 

of which other people will avail themfelves. 

it is highly commendable to entertain each other w ith. wk 

and facet ious repartee·s : and, doubtlef~, thofe who have the 

art of rallying with a good grace, and in an agreeable manner, 

are much more amiable than people of a contrary charaeter. 

But here regard mufl: be had to many circumftar.ces: and 

fince the end propofed by thefe jocofe people is to crea te 

mirth, by leading fome one, whom they really elleem, into 

fame harmlefs error, it is requifite that the error into which 

he is led be of foch a kind, as not to be attended with any 

~onliderable detriment or cliig race ~ otherwife, this fort 

9f jokes can hard ly he d!{linpuifhed from real i:.juries. 
b 
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IF you find yourfelf fobj efc _ to fudden ftart s of 
paffion, or madncfs (:or I fee no difference between 
·th em, but in heir durat~on), refoh·e wit'.1in your­
fe lf, a: leait, never to fpc-ak one word while you feel 
tha i: emotion witl1in you. 

~ ..., I N !hort, make yourfelf abfol u te mafl:er of your 
temper, and your countenance, fo fa r, at leaf!:, a~ 
that no vifible change do appear i!l ..e· the r., whatever 
you may fr el inwardly. This may be difficult~ but 
it is by no means impoilible ; and as a man of fenfe 
never attempts impoffibi lities, on one hand, on the 
other, he is never difcouraged by difficulties : on the 
con trary, he redoubles his induftry and his diligence; 
he perfeveres , and infallibly prevails at laft. In 
any point \vhich prudence bid:; you purfue, and 
which a manifefi: utili ty attends, let diffi.culti~s only 
animate your induftry, no t deter you from _ the pur­
fuit . If one way has failed, try another ; be 
active, perfevere, and you will conquer. Some 
people are to be reafoned, fome flattered, fome inti­
midated, and fom~ teazed into a thin_g ; but, in 
general, all are to be brought into it at laft, if fkil­
fully applied to, properly managed, and indefatiga­
bly attacked in their feveral weak places. The time 
Ihould like ,vife be judicioufly chofen : every man 
has his mollia tempora, bu t uat is fa r from being all 
<l ay Jong ; and you would chufe you c time very ill, 
if you applied to ::i. man about one b !.i-lin efs, when his 
bead· was foll cf ::i.nother, or when his hear was full 
.of grief, anger, or any other difagreeable fantiment. 

L, order to judge of the infide of others; fiudy 
your own ; for men in general are very much alike ; 

and 
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and though one .has one prevailing paffion, and an­

o ther has another, yet their operations arc much i.he 

fame ; and whatever engages or difgufis, pleafes or 

offends you, in others, will, nwtatis mut'andis , Lngage, 

difguft, pleafe, or offend others, in you. O6.ferve, 

with the ut:nof-c attention, all the operations of your 

own mind, the nature of your pafiions, and the va­

rious motives that determine your will ; and you 

may, in a great degree, know all mankind. For in­

fiance: Do you find yourfelf hurt and mortified, 

when another makes you feel his foperiori ty, and 

your own inferiority, in krowledge, _parts~ rank, or 

fortune ? You wil! certain ly take great care not to 

make a perfon, whofe good will, good word, intereftll 

eHeem, or friendfhip you wo uld gain, fed that fupe­

riori ty i n you, in cafe you have it. ff difagreeable 

in:fin~1ati:ms, fly fneers, or repeated co-n trad iclions, 

teaze and irritate you, would you ufe them where y0u 

wi{hed to engage and plede ? Surely not ; ar:d hope 

yo u wi..lh to engage and p!cafe, almo11 U'! iverfatly. 

The temptatio11 of fa yin f)" a fm art and wi: ty thing-r 

or bon JJ?f>t, 2nd the malicious applaufe ·.vi Lh which it 

is commonly received, hc:ve made people 'iv ho can fay 

them, and, frill oftener, peopl e \ 1ho think they can~ 

but can not, and yet try, more enemies, and impla­

cable ones too, than any 0 •1e 0th.er th ing that I know 

of. When fuch things, the n, f11a ll haj)pen to be faid 

at your expence ( as fome times they cercainly will), 

re.Rea ferioufly upon the fentim ents of uceafi.1efs, 

anger, and refentment, which they excite in you ; 

and confider whether it can be prudent, by the fame 

means, to excite the fam e fentiments in others againfl 

you. I t is a d_ccided folly to lofe a friend for a jeft; 

but, in my mind, it is not a much lefs degree of 
folly , 
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folly, to make an enemy of an indifferent and neu­
tral perfon for the fake of a bo7l mot. VI hen things 
of this kind happen to be faiJ of you, the rnoft pru­
dent way is to feem not to fuppofe that they are 
meant at you, but to diifernble and conceal whatever 
degree of anger you may fe~l inwardiy ; and, fhould 
they be fo plain that you cannot be fuppofed igno­
rant of their meaning, to join in the laugh of the 
company agai:1!'-c yo urfelf ; ac k nowledge the hit to 
be a fair one, and the j cft a good one, and play off 
the whole thing in feemi:i.g good-humour : but by 
no means reply in the fame way; which only fhews 
th at you are l;urt, and publifhes the victory which 
you migh t have concealed. Should the thing faid, 
i '.1dced, injure your ho::10ur or moral character, re­
member there are but two alternatives for a gentle­
m:rn an d a m:m of parts-extreme politenefs, or a 
duel. 

fr a m:1:1 notorioufiy and defignecily infolts and 
affronts you, knock him down ; but if he on Iy in­
jures you, your bcD: revenge is t0 be extremely civil 
to him in your outward behaviour, though at th e 
fame time you counterwork him , and return him the 
complimerit, perhaps with interefl:. This is not 
perfidy nor diilimulation ; it would be fo, if you 
were, at the fame time, to ;nake profeffions of ef­
teem and friendi11i p to this man ; which I by no 
means recommend, but, on the contrary, abhor. All 
.1cl:s of civility are, by common confent, underftood 
to be no more than a ccnformi ty co cuftom , for the 
quiet and conveniency of fociety , the agremens of 
which are n ot to be difturbed by private diilikes and 
jealoufies. Only women and l~tcle mi.nds pout and 

fpar 
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fpar for the entertainment of the company, that al­
-ways laughs at, and never pities them. - For my own 
part, though I would by no means give up any 
point to a competitor, yet I would pique myfelf 
upon fhewing him rather more civility than. to an­
other man. In I the firft place, this behaviour infal­
libly makes all the laughers of your fide, which is 
a con:fiderable party ; and in the next place, it cer­
tainly pleafes the objefr of the competition, be it 
either man or woman ; who neTer fail to fay, upon 
fuch an occafion, that " they muft own you have 
u behaved yourfelf very handfomely i~ the whole 
" affair." 

IN fhort, let this be one invariable rale of JOur 
condutl: Never to fhew the leaft fymptom of re­

. fen tment, which you cannot, to a certain degree, 
gratify ; but always to frnile where you cannot 
ftrike. There · would be no living in the world, if 
one could not conceal, and even diffem_hle the jufl: 
caufes of refentmcnt, which qne meets with every 
day in aBive and bufy life. Whoever cannot' mafter 
his f1umour, )hould leave the wor'ld, and reti1·e to 
fome hermitage, in an unfrequented defe.rt. By 
.fhewing an unavailing and follen refentment, you 
authorize the refentment of thofe who can hurt you, 
and whom you cannot hurt ; and give them that 
very pretence, which perhaps they wiilied. for, of 
breaking with and injuring you ; whereas the con­
tral'y behaviour would lay them under the refuaints 
of decency, at lea fr, and either fhackle or expofe 
their m2.lice. Befides,' captioufnefs, foflennefs, and 

' pouting, are moft exceedingly iliiberal and ,vulgar. 

THOUGH 
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THOUGH men are all of one compofition, the fe­
veral ingredients are fo difFeren tly proportioned in 
each individual, that no two are exactly alike ; and 
no one, at all times, like himfelf. The ableft man 
will, fometimes, do weak things ; the proudeft man, 
mean things ; the honefi:eft man, ill things ; and 
the wickedeft man, good things. Study individuals, 
then ; and if you take (as you ought to do) their 
outlines from their prevailing paffion, fufpead your 
!aft finifhing il:rokes till you have attended to and 
difcovered _the operations of their inferior pailions, 
appetites, and humours. A man's general characler 
may be that of the honefteft man of the world ; do 
not difpute it; you might be thought envious or 
ill-natured ; but, ac the fame time, do not take this 
probity upon trufi:, to foch a degree as to put your 
life, fortune, or reputa tion, in his power. This 
honeft man may 1appen to be your rival in power, 
in intereft, or in love ; th ree paffions that often put 
honefty to moil fe -rere trials, in whic'1 it is too often 
caft ; but firft ana!yfe this honefc man yourfelf, and 
then, only, you wilr be able to judge, how far you 
may, or may not, with fafety truI'c him. 

IF you would particularly gain the afFecl:ion and 
friendfhip of particul 'l r peoi)le, whether men or wo­
men, endeavour w fi nd out their predominant ex­
cellency, if they have one, and their prevailing 
weakne[s, which every body has ; and _do jufl:ice to 
the one., and fomething more than juftice to the 
other. Men have various objecl:s in which they may 
excel, or at leaft would be thought to excel ; 
and though they love to hear juftice done to 
them where they know that they excel, yet they are 
moft and beft flattered upon thofe points where they 

wiih 

' 
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wi!h to excel, and yet ar·e doubtful whether they do 
or not. As for example : Cardinal Richelieu, who 
was undoubtedly the ableft ftatefman of his time, 
or perhaps of any other, had the idle vanity of being 
thought the befl: poet too; he envied the great Corneille 
his repnt'ation, and ordered a criticifm to be written 
upon the Cid. Thofe, therefoFe, who flattered £kil~ 
folly, faid little to him of his abilities in ftate affai!·s, 
or at leafr but en pajfant, and as it might naturally 
occur. 13ut the incenfe which they gave him, the 
fmoke of which they knew would turn his head in 
their favour, was as a bet efprit and a poet. Why ? 
Becaufe he was fure of one excellency, and difl:ruftful 
as to the other. 

You will eafily difcover every man's prevailing 
vanity, by obferving his favourite topic of converfa­
tion ; for every man talks moft of what he has mofi: 
a mind to be thought to excel in. Touch him but 
there, and you touch him to the quick. 

Wo MEN have in general but one obj eel:, which is 
their beauty ; upon which fcarce any flattery is too 
grofs for them to fwallow. Nature Ins hardly 
formed a woman ugly enough to be infenfible to 
flattery upon her perfon ; if her face is fo !hocking, 
that !he muft, in fome degree, be confcious of it, her 
figure and her air, ihe trufts, make ample amends 
for it. If her figure is deformed, her face, foe 
thinks, counterbalances it. If they are both bad, 
ihe comforts herfelf that !he has graces ; a certain 
manner; ::t je ne fcais quoi, ftill more engaging than 
beauty. This truth_is evident, from the Hu died and 
elaborate drefs of the uglieft women 111 the world. 

G A111 
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An undoubted, unconte!l:ed, confcious Beauty is, of 
;i,ll ,vomcn, the leaf!: feniible of flatte;-y upon that 
head ; fhe knows it is her due, and is therefore 
obliged to nobody for giving it her. She muft be 
flattered upon her undcrftanding; which though ihe 
may pofiibly not doub t of herfelf, yet lhe fufpecls 
that men may diftruft. 

Do not miftake me, and think that I mean to 
recommend to you abject and criminal flattery : no, 
flatter nobody's vices nor crimes; on the contr~ry, 
abhor and difcourage them. But there is no living 
in the world without a complaifant indulgence for 
people's weakne.lTes, and innocent though ridiculous 
vamt1es. If a man has a mind to be thought wifer, 
and a woman handfomer, than they really ar:e, their 
error is a comfortable one to themfelves, and an in­
nocent one with regard to other people ; and I would 
rather make them my friends, by indulging them in 
it, than my enemies, by endeavouring ( and that to 

no pt1rpofe) to undeceive them. 

SusPECT, in general, thofe who rem~rkably affect 
any one virtue ; who raife it above all others, and 
who, in a manner, intimate that they poifefs it ex­
clufively. I fay, fofpecl them ; for they are com­
monly impoftors : but do nqt be fore that they are 
always fo ; for I have fometimes known Saints really 
religion:;, Blu!lerers really brave, Reformers of man­
ners really honefl:, and Prudes really chaf1:e. Pry 
into the recdles of their hearts your1elf, as far as 
you are able, and never implicitly adopt a charac1er 

upon common fame ; which, though generally right 
a.I 
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as to the great outlines of characters, is alv;·ays 
wrong in fame particulars. 

BE upon your guard again fr thofe who, upon very 
flight acquaintance, obtrude their unafked and un­
merited friendfhip and confidence upon you ; for 
they probably cram you with them only for their . 
own eating ; but at the fame time do not roughly 
rejecl: them upon that general foppofition. Examine 
further, and fee whether thofe unexpecl:ed offers 
flow from a warm heart and a filly head, or from a 
defigning head and a cold heart ; for knavery and 
folly have often the fame fymptoms. In the firfl: 
cafe, there is no danger in accepting them-valeant 
quantum valere pojfunt . In the latter cafe, it may be 
ufefol to feem to accept them, and artfully to turn 
the battery upon him who raifed it. 

IF a man ufes il:rong oaths or proteil:ations to 
make you believe a thing which is of itfelf fo likely 
and probable that the bare faying of it would be 
fufficient, depend upon it he lies, and is highly in­
terefted in making you believe it ; or elfe he would 
not take fo much pains. 

THERE is an incontinency of friend!hip among 
young fellows, who are affociated by their mutual plea- · 
fores only, which has, very frequently, bad confe- · 
quences. A parcel of warm hearts and unexperi­
enced heads, heated by convivial mirth, and poilibly 
a little too much wine, vow, and really mean at the 
time, eternal friend!hips to each other, and indif­
creetly pour out their whole fouls in common, and 
without the leaft referve. Thefe confidences are as 

G z indifcreetly 
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indifcreetly repealed as they were made ; for new 
1-1ieaf ures and new places foon diffolve this ill-ce­
mented conneclion, and then very ill ufes are made 
of thefe ra{h confidences. Bear your part, however, 
in young companies ; nay, excel, if you can, in all 
the focial and convivial joy and feflivity that become 
youth. Truft them with your love-tales, if y_ou 
pleafe ; but keep your fel"ious· views fecret. Truft 
thofe only to fome tried friend, more experienced · 
than yourfelf, and who, being in a different walk of 
life from you, is !10t likely to become your rival ; 
for I would not advife you, to depend fo much upon 
the heroic virtue of mankind, as to hope, or believe, 
tlrnt your competitor will ever be your friend, as to 
the object of that competition. 

A s EE M 1 NG ignorance is very often a mofl: necef­
fary part of worldly knowledge. It is, for infl:ance, 
commonly ad-vifeable to feem ignorant of what peo~ 
ple offer to ·tell you ; and when they fay, Have not 
you heard of foch a thing ? to anfwer, No ; and to 
let them go on, though you know it already. Some 
have a pleaforc in telling it, bec1ufe they think they 
tell it well ; others have a pride in it, as heing the 
fagacious diJcoverers ; and many have a vanity in 
fuewing that they have been, thougn very undeferv­
edly, trufted : all thefe would be difappointed, and 
CDnfeguently difpleafed, if you faid, Yes. Seem al­
ways ignorant (unlefs to one mofl: intimate friend) of 
all matters of private fcandal an'd defamation, tho' 
you ihould hear them a thoufand times; for the par­
ties affected always look upon the receiver to be al­
moft as bad as the thief; and whenever they become 
the topic of converfation, feem to be a fceptic, 

thoqgh 
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though you are really a ferious believer ; and always 
take the extenuating part. But all this feeming ig­
norance .fhould be joined to thorough and extenfive 
private informations ; and, indeed, it is the beft 
method of procuring them ; for moft people have 
fuch a vanity in fhewing a fuperiority over others, 
though but for a moment, and in the merefl: trifles, 
that rhey will tell you whac they .fhould 11ot, rather 
than not .fhew that they can tell what you did noc 
know ; befides that fuch feeming ignorance will 
make yoQpafs for incurious, and confcquently unde­
iigning. However, fi{h for facl:s, and take pains to 
be v-,rell informed of every thing that_paffes; but fi!h 
j udicioufly, and not always, nor indeed often, in the 
fhape of direc1: queftions ; which always put peopte 
upon their guard, and, often repeated, grow tire­
fome. But fometimes take the~ things that you 
would know for granted; upon which fomebody 
will , kindly and officioufly, fet you right : fometimes 
fay, that you have heard fo and fo ; and at other 
times feem to know more than you do, in order to 
know all that you want : but avoid direct q udhon-
ing as much as you can. -

Hu MAN nature is the fame all over the world; but 
its operati0ns are fo varied by education and habit, 
that one muft fee it in all its dreffes, in order to be in­
timately acquainted with it. The paffion of ambition~ 
for inftance, is the fame in a courtier, a foldier, or an 
ecclefiaftic; but from their different edueations and 
habits, they will take very different methods to gra­
tify it. Civility, which is a difpofition to accommo­
date and oblige others, is efientially the fame in every 
country; but good-breeding, as it .is called, which is 

G 3 the 
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the manner of exerting that difpofition, is. differe,p.t 
in almofi: every country, and merely local ; and every 
1Tian of fo nfe imitates and conforms to that local 
good-breeding of the place which he is at. · A con­
formity and flexibility of manners is neceifary in the 
courfe of the ~world; that is, with regard to all things 
which are not wrong in themfelves. The ,-.m f atile 
ingcnium is the moft ufeful of all. It can turn itfelf 
i nftantly fr om one objecr to another, aifuming the 
proper manner for each. It can be ferious with the 
grave, chearfu( with the gay, and trifling with the 
frivolous. 

IN n EE n, nothing is more engaging than a: chearful 
'11.nd eafy conformity to people's particular manners, 
habits.,,and even weakneffes; nothing (to ufe a vulgar 
cxpreffion) Ihould come amifs to a young fellow. He 
fhould be, for good purpofes, what Alcibiades was 
commonly for bad ones-a Proteus, aifuming with 
eafe, and wearing with chearfolnefs, any ihape. Heat, 
cold, luxury, abilinence, gravity, gaiety, ceremony, 
eafinefs, learning, trifling, bufinefs, and pleafure, are 
modes which he Ihould be able to take, lay afide, or 
change occafionally, with as much eafe as he would 
take or lay afide his hat. 

You NG men are apt ' to think that every thing is 
to be carried by fpirit and vigour ; that art is mean­
nefs, and that verfatility and corn plaifance are the re­
fuge of pufillanirnity and weaknefs, This moft mif­
taken opinion gives an indelicacy, an abruptnefs, and 
a roughnefs to the manners. Fools, who can never Ix; undeceived, retain them as long as they live; re­
.fle.ction, with a little experience, makes men of fenfe 

fhake 
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!hake them off foon. ·~Nhen they come to be a little 

better acquainted with themfelves, and with their 

own fpecies, they difcover, that plain right reafon is, 

nine times in ten, the fettered and f11ackled attendant 

of the triumph of the heart and the paltions; confe-

9 nen t!y, they add refs themfelves nine times in ten to 

the conqueror, not to the conquered; and con­

querors, you know, muft be applied to in the gentleft, 

the moft engaging, and the rnoft iniinuating manner. 

BuT, unfortunately, young men ar~as apt to think 

themfelves wife enough, as drunken men are to think 

themfelves fober en0ugh. They look upon fpirit to 

be a much better thi~g than exper_-ience ; which they 

call coldnefs. They are but half miftaken ; for tho' 

fpirit without experience is dangerous, experience 

without fpirit is languid and defective. Their union, 

which is very rare, is perfection: you may join them, 

if you pleafe; for all my experience is at your fervice; 

and I do not defire one grain of your fpirjt in return. 

Ufe them both, and let them reciprocally animate and 

check each other. I mean here, by the f pirit of youth, 

only the vivacity and prefumption of youth ; which 

hinder them from feeing the difficulties or dangers of 

an undertaking : but I do not mean what the filly 

Vu lgar call fpirit, by which they are captious, jea­

lous of their rank, fufpicious of being under­

valued, and cart (as they call it) in their repartees 

upon the :flightefi: occafions. This is an evil and a 

very filly fpirit, which fho,uld be driven out, and 1 

transferred to an herd of f wine. 

To conclude: Never neglec1: or defpife old, for the 

fake of new or more fhining acquaintance; which 

G 4 would 
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would be ungrateful on your part, and never forgiven on theirs. 'fake care to make as many perfonal friends, and as few perfonal enemies, as poffible. I do nQt mean by perfonal friends, in ti mate and confiden­tial friends, of which no man can hope to have half a dozen in the whole courfe of his life; but I mean friends, in the common acceptation of the word ; that is, people who fpeak well of you, apJ who would ra­ther do you good than harm, confiftently with their own intereft, and no farther. 

LYING:;: 

, NOTHING is more criminal, mean, or ridicu ... lous, than Lying. It is the production either of malice, cowardice, or vanity; but it generally mif­fes of i.ts aim in every one of thefe views ; for lies are always. detected fooner or later. If we advance a ma­licious lie, in order to affect any man's fortune or character, we may, indeed, injure him for fame time ; but we ihall certainly be the greateft fufferers in the end : for as foon as we are detecled, we are bla!ted 
* Tho' Lies may fometimes be received for truths ; yet, after a time, their authors not only forfeit their credit, and nobody believes a word th at they fay; but no one can bear to her1r them with patience, as bting men whofo words are VD.id of all fub!l:ance, and to whom no more reg~rd ought to be paid, than if th ey did not fpeak at all, but vnly vent d fo'much breath in the empty ai1.-GALATE0. 

fol' 
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for the infamous attempt; and v1ha~ever is fa.id af­
terwards to the difadvantage of that perfon, ho v­
ever true, pafies for calumny. Tu )ie, or to equivo­
cate (which is the fame thing), to excufe ourfclves for 
what we have faid or done, and to avoid the danger 
of the ihame that we-apprehend from it, we dif::over 
our fear as well as our faHhood ; and only increafe , 
infl:ead of avoiding, the danger and the fhamc ; we 
ihew ourfelves to be the loweft and meane.fl: of man­
kind , and are fore to be always trea ted as fuch. If 
we have the misfortune to be in the wrong, there is 
fornething noble in frankly owning it j it is the only 
way of atoning for it, and the only way to be for­
given . To remove a prefent danger, by eguivocat­
ing, evading, or fhuffiing, is fomething fo defpicable, 
and betrays fo much fear, that whoever pn..B:ifes them 
deferves to be chafrifed. 

THERE are people \Vho indulge themfelves in ano­
ther fort of lying, which they reckon innocent, and 
which in one fenfe is fo; for it hurts nobody but 
themfelves. This fort of lying is the fpurious off­
fpring of Vanity begotten upon Folly. Thefe people 
deal in the marvellous . They have feen fome thi~gs 
that never exiil:ed ; they have feen other things which. 
they never realJy faw , though they did exiil:, only be-­
caufe they were thought worth feeing. Has any 
thing remarkable been faid or done in any place, or 
in any company, they immediately prefent and de­
clare themfelves eye or ear witnefres of it. They 
have done feats themfelves, unat tempted, or at leaft 
unperformed, by others. They are always the he­
roes of their own fables ? and think that they gain 
confideration, or at leaft prefent attention by it. 

V/hereas., 
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. Whereas, in truth, all that they get is ridicule and 
c-0ntempt, not without a good degree of diftrufl:: for 
one m uft natur2.lly conclude, that he who will tell 
any lie from i<lle vanity, will not fcruple telling a 
greater for in trrel!:. Had I re2.lly feen any thing fo 
very extracrdin:iry as to be dmofr incredible, I would 
keep it to myfelf, rather than, by telling it, give any 
one body room to doubt for one minute of my vera­
city. It is mo1 certain, that the 'reputation of 
chafi: ity is not fo neceffary for a woman, as that of 
veracity is for a man, and wi~h reafon ; for it is pof­
fible for a woman to be virtuous, though not frrictly 
chafl:e : but it is not pofiible for ' a man to be virtuous 
without ihicl veracity. The Dips of the poor wo­
men are fometimes mere bodily frailties; but a lie in 
a man is a vice of the mind, a~d of the heart. ' 

NoTHING but truth can carry us thro' the world 
with either our confcience or our honour unwounded. 
It is not only our duty, but our intereft; as a proof 
of which, it may be obferved, that the greatefl: fools 
are the greatefl: liars. We may fafe ly judge of a 
man's truth by his degree of nnd~rftanding. 

D I G N I T Y O F 1\1 A N N E R S. 

A CER T AI:-f dignity of manners is abfolutely 
nece!fary, to make even the mofi: valuable cha­

racler either refpected or refpectable in the world. 

I' HoRS E-
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HoRSE-PLAY, romping, freguent and loud fits of 

laughter, jokes, waggery, and indi(criminate famili-:i.­

rity, will fink both merit and knowledge into a de­

gree of contempt . They compofe at moft a ll'erry 

fellow, and a merry fellow was never yet a re[pee able 

man ~ Indifcriminate familiarity either offends your 

fuperiors, or elfe dubs you their dependent and led­

captain. It gives your inferiors juft, but trouble­

fome and improper claims of equality. A joker is 

near a-kin to a buffoon ; and neither of them is the 

leaft related to wit. Whoever is admit:ed or fought 

for, in company, upon any other account than that of 

his merit and manners, is never refpected there, but 

only made nfe of. We will have fuch-a-one, for he 

lings prettily; we will invite fuch-a-one to a ball, for 

he dances well; we will have fuch-a-one at fupper, 

for he is always joking and laughing; we will afk. 

another, becaufe he plays deep at all games, or becaufe 

he can drink a great deal. The(e are all vi!if ying 

di!1:inclions, mortifying preferences, and exclude all 

ideas of e!1:eem and regard. Whoever is bad (as it is 

called) in company, for the fake of any one thing 

Jingly, is fingly that thing, and will never be confi­

dered in any other light; and confequently never 

refpecred , let his merits be what they will. 

DrGNITY of manners is not only as different from 

pride as true courage is from biufl:ering, or true wit 

from joking, but is abfolutely inconfiHent with it; 

for nothing vilifies and degrades more than pride ~-. 

* There are people fo untraEl:ahle in their behaviour, 

that t~ere is no poffibility of converfing with them upon any 

tolerable tc:rms; for they always run counter to th e reft of 

the company, or make them wait; and nevt:r ceafe to in-
commode 
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The pretenfions of the proud man are oftener treated 
· \.Vi.th fneer and contempt, than with i ndignation- as 

\'l<·e offer ridiculoufly too little to a tradefman who 2fk.s 
ridiculoufly too much for his goods; but we do not 
haggle wi:h one who only afks a j uit and reafo!_].able 
pncc. 

corn mode aml be troublefome to them ; ne.ver vouchfafing · to explain their intentions, or what they would b.e at. Thm, for ir:ft«nce, when every one elfo is ready to fit clow, to din­J1er, and the table is covered, and every one is rwt1./ltecl; then thc.y, forfooth, as if they were going to write forne­thing, ·will call for a pen and in.- ; ( or perhaps for a cham­ber-pot to make water) or will complain, that they have not yet taken their morning's walk; and pretend, that it is yet time enough to go to dinner; that the company mufl: wait a little : and wonder what the deuce they are in fuch a hurry for to-day ! An<l thus they put every one in confu­fron, as if they alone were of any confequence, and nothing was to be regarded but their pl eafore and convernence. 
This fort of people expeEt alfo to h ::we the preference upon every othe, occa!ion. \Vher~ver they go, they will be fore to make c hoice of the bdl: bed-chambers and the fofteft beds: they will fit down in the prin cipal and mo(t conve­nier1 t p lace a t table ; in fhort, they expect all mankind to be fol icitou s to oblige them, as if they alone were to be ho­,11oured and refpecled; yet n o thing pleafes them, but what ,~hey the.mfelves have contrived or executed : they ridicule others; and at every kind of divedion, whc.:ther in the fielll .or in the d rawing-room, a conitant deference is to be paid ll> them by the refl: of the world. , 

There is another fett of people, fo very tefl-y, crabbed, .and morofe, that no one can ever do any thing to their fa_ tisfaclion; aml whc;>, whatever is faid to them, a111wer with a frow ni ng aJpe~L neither is there any.end of their chiding and' reproaching the ir fervants. And thus they difl:urb a ·m hole company w ith contirn1al exclamations of this kind; " So ! how early you called me ,1p this morning!" "Pray '" look ; h ow cleverly you have japanned thefe {hoes! ' ' ' ' .How weU y_ou attendee;! me to church to-<lay ~" " You '" rafcal ! 1 have a good m.incl Lo give yuu my fift in your 
" chops; 
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A n J EC T :flattery and indifcriminate ofientation de­

grade, as mu ch ~s i ndifcri minate contradiction and 

noify debate difguft; but a modefc aiTi:'!rtion of one's 

own opinion, and a complaifant acquiefcence to oth_er 

people's, preferve dignity. 

VuLGAR, low ex<prefilons, aukward motions and 

a-ddrefs, vilify, as they imply e1ther a very low turn of 

mind, or low education and low company. 

FRIVOLOUS curioiity about trifles, and a laborious 

attention to li,t-tle objects, which neither require nor 

deferve a moment's thought, lower a man ; who 

from thence is thqught (and not unjufUy) incapable 
of g reater matters. Cardinal de Retz very fagaciouf­

Jy marked out Cardinal Chigi for a little mind, from 
the mom ent that he told him he had wrote thret" 

years 1-vith the fame pei1, and that it was an excelknt 

good one Hill. 

A c ER r A IN degree of exterior ferioufnefs in looks 

and motions g ives dignity, without excluding wit and 
decent chearfolnefs, which are always ferious them­

felves. A confl:ant frnirk upon the face, a1:1d a whif-

u chops; I have, Sir ." ·This, kind of expoftula1ions are 
extremely odious and J ifag reealJle; ;inJ fnch people·ought 
to be avoided, as one would fiy'from th.e pl:1.gue. For tho' 
a man may be really, and in hs heart, mode!t and humble, 
and may have contracted this fort of behaviour, not fo much 
from a had difpoiition, as from r:egligence and bad habit; 
nevertheiefa, as he betrays evident marks of pride in his ex­
ternal appearance, he cannoi but make him!elf e>etremely 
odious to mankind : for pride is nothing lefs tlun a con-

. tempt of other people; whereas the moft infignificallt pcr­
fon in the world fanc ies himfel·f a 1~1an of confrquence, alld 
'\)f cour!e entitled to refpett.-GALATl::0. 

fling 
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fling aEti vity of the body, are £hong indication,s of futility. Vfhoever is in a hurry, fhews that the thing 
he is about is too big for him. Hafre and hur:-y are 
very different things. 

To conclude: A man who has patiently been 
kicked may as well pretend to courage, as a man, blafl:ed by vices :rnd crimes, may to dignity of any kind. But an exterior decency and dignity of man­
ners will even keep foch a man longer from finking, than otherwife he would be: of fuch confequence is Decorum, even tho' affeEted and put on. ~ 

GENTLENESS OF MANNERS, 
WITH 

FIRMNESS OR RESOLUTION OF MIND. 

I DO not know any one rule fo unexceptionably 
u[eful and nece£Tary in every part of life, as to 

unite Gentlenefs of lv.lanners with Firmnefs ~f lrlind. 
The firfr alone would degenerate nd fink into a mean, 
timid complaifance and pailivenefa, if not fupported 
and dignified by the latter ; which would alfo deviate into impetuofity and brutality, if not tempered and 
foftened by the other: however, they are feldom united. The warm, choleric man, with il:rong ani­
mal fpirits, def pifes the fir fr, and thin ks to carry all 
before him by the laH:. He may, pofiibly, by great 
accident_. now and then fucceed, when he has only 

weak 
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weak and timid people to deal with; but his general 

fate will be, to ihock, offend, be hated, and fail. On 

the other hand, · the cunning, crafty man thinks to 

gain all his ends by gentlenefs of manners only: 

he bccomrs-alf things ta all mnt ; he fecms to have no 

opinion of his own, ~nd fervilely aci.opts the prefent 

opinion of the prefent perfon; he infinuates himfelf 

only into the efi:eem cf fools, but is foon detecl:ed, 

and furely defpifed by every body el[e. The wife 

man (who differs as much f10m the cunning, as from 

the choleric man) alone joins foftnefs of manners 

with firmnefs of mind. 

THE advantages arifir,g from an union of thefe 

qualities are equally !triking and cbvious. For ex­

ample: If you are in authority, and have a right to 

command, your commands deiivered with mildnefs 

and gentlenefs will be willingly, chcarfully, and con• 

feq uently well obeyed ; v .. ·hereas, if given brutally, 

they wil1 rather be 1nterpre~ed than executed. For 

a cool, fteady refolution {hould fhew, that where you 

have a right to command you will be obeyed; but, 

at the farr.e time, a gentlenefa in the manner of en­

forcing that obedience fhoulcl make it a chearful one, 

and foften, as much as poffible, the rnorufyirrg con, 

fcioufnefs of inferiority. 

IF you are to afk a favour, o.:- even to folicit your 

due, you muft do it with a grace, or you will give 

thofe who have a mind to refufe you, a pretence 

to do 1t, by refenting the manner; but, on the 

other hand, you muft, by a fl:eady pcr-fevernnce and 

decent tenacioufnefa, !hew firmnefs and refolution. 

The right motives are feldom the true ones of men's 
actions,, 



,6 GENT LE NESS OF MANNERS. 

actions, efpecially of people in high ftations ; who 
often give to importunity ,and fe;ir, what they would 
refufe tojufl:ice or to merit. By gentlenefs and foft­
nefs engage their hearts, if you can; at leafl:, prevent 
the pretence of offence; but take care to ihew refo­
lution and firmnefs enough to extort from their love 
of eafe, or their fear, what you might in vain hope 
for from their j ufl:ice or good-nature. People in 
high life are hardened to the wants and diftrelfes of 
mankind·, as furgeons are to their bodily pains ; they 
fee and hear of them all day long, and even of fo 
many fimulated ones, that they do not know which 
are real, and which not. Other fentirnents are there­
fore to be applied to, than thofe of mere jufl:ice and 
humanity : their favour rnuH: be captivated by the 
Graces; their love of eafe difl:urbed by unwearied 
importunity, or their fears wrought upon by a de­
cent intimation of implacable, cool refentment. 
This precept is the only way I know in the world, 
of being loved without being defpifed, and feared 
without being hated. It confl:itutes the dignity of 
character, which every wife man muft endeavour· 
tb eftablifh. 

To conclude : If you find that you have a hafl:i­
nefs in your temper, which unguardedly breaks out 
into indifcreet follies, or rough expreffions, to either 
your fuperiors, your equals, or your inferiors, watch 
1t narrowly, check , it carefully, and call the Graces 
to your afiiilance. At the fidl: irnpulfe of paffion, be 
filen t, till you can be foft. Labour ·even to get the 
command of your countenance fo well, that thofe . 
emotions may not be read in it : a moft unfpeakable 
advantage i-n bufincfs' ! On the · other hand, let no 

com-
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totnplaifance, no gentlenefs of temper, no weak de­
fire of pkafing on your part-no wheedling,. coax­
ing, nor flattery, on other people's, make you recede 
one jot from any point that reafon and prudence 
have bid you purfue ; but return to the charge, per­
:fi.ft, perfevere, and you will find mo.ft things attain­
able that are poilible. A yielding, timid meeknefs 
is always abufed and infulted by the unju.ft and the 
unfeeling ; but when fuftained by firmnefs and refo­
lution, is always refpected, commonly fuccefsful. 

IN your friendihips and conneaions, as well as in 
your enmities, this rule is particularly ufeful ; let 
your firmnefs and vigour preferve and invite attach­
ments to you ; but, at the fame time, let your: man­
ner hinder the enemies of your friends and depen­
dents from becoming yours : let your enemies be 
difarmed by the gentlenefs of your manner, but let 
them feel, at the fame time, the fteadinefs of your 
juft refentment; for there is great difference be- , 
tween bearing malice, which is always ungenerous, 
:and a refolute felf-defence, which is always prudent 
and j uftifiable. 

SoM E people cannot gain upon themfelves to be 
eafy and civil to thofe who are either their rivals: 
cgmpetitors, or oppofers, though, independently of 
thofe accidental circurnftances, they would like and 
efieem them. They betray a fhynefs and an awkward­
nefs in company with them, and catch at any little 
thing to expofc them ; and fo, from temporary and 

, only occafional opponents, make them their perfonal 
enemies. This is exceedingly weak and detrimen­
tal, as, inde,ed, is all humour in bufinefs ;_ which can 

H ~~ly 
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only be carried on fuc~efsfully by unadulterated good' 
policy and right reafoning. In foch fituations I 
would be more particularly civil, eafy., and frank, 
with the man whofe defigns I traverfed : this is com­
monly called generoftty an.d magnanimity., but is., 
in truth, good-fenfe and policy. The manner is of­
ten as important as the matt-er, fometimes more fa: 
a favour may make an enemy, and an injury may 
make a friend, according to the different manner in 
which they are feverally done. In fine, gentlenefs 
of manners, with firmnefs of mind, is a fhort but 
foll defcription of human perfecrion on this fide of 
religious and moral duties. 

MORAL CHARACTER. 

T HE Moral Character of a man fhould be not 
, only pure, but, Jike Crefar's wife, unfufpect-

~d. The leafr fpeck, or blemifh, upon it is fatal. 
Nothing degrades and vilifies more, for it excites and 
unites deteftation and contempt. There are, how­
ever, wretches in the world profligate enough to ex­
plod~ all notions of moral good and evil ; to main­
tain that they are merely local, and depend entirely 
upon the cufroms and fafhions of different countries: 
nay,. there are fl:ill, if poffible, _more unaccountable 
wretches ; I mean, thofe who affect to preach and 
propagate fuch abford and infamous notions, without 
believing them themfelves. Avoid, as much as pof­
nble, the company of fuch people, who reflect a de-

gree 
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gree of difcredit and infamy upon all who converfe 
with them. But as you may fornetirnes, by acci­
dent, fall into fuch company, take great care that no 
complaifance, no good-humour, no warmth of fefi:al 
mi~th, ever make you feem even to acq uiefce, much 
Jefs approve or applaud; fuch infamous doctrines. 
On the other .hand, do not debate, nor enter into fe­
rious argument, upon a fubject fo much below it ; 
but content yourfelf with telling them, that you 
know they are not ferious; that you have a much 
better opinron of them than they would have you 
have ; and that you are very fore they would not 
practife ·the doctrine they preach. But put your 
private mark upon them, and fhun them for ever 
afterwards. 

T H_E RE is nothing fQ delicate as a man's moral 
character, and nothing which it is his intereft fo 
much to preferve pure. Should he be fofpected of 

· injuftice, malignity, perfidy, lying, &c. all the parts 
and knowledge 1n 'the world will never procure him 
efteem, friendfhip, or refpect. I therefore recom­
mend to you a mofl: fcrupulous tendernefs for your 
moral character, and the uqnoft care not to fay or do 
the leaft thing that may, ever {o ilightly, taint it .. 
Shew yourfelf, upon all occafions, the friend, but 
not the bully, of Virtue. Even Colonel Chartres 
( who was the rnoft notorious blafted rafcal in the 
world, and who had, by all forts of crime~, amaffed 
immenfe wealth), fenfible of the difadvantage of a 
bad.character~ was once heard· to fay, that " though 
" he would not give one farthing for virtue, he 
" would give ten thoufand pounds for a character ; 
~' hecaufe he fhould get a hundred thoufand pounds 

Hz ~' by 
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" by it." Is it poffible, then, that an honeft ma1t 
can neglect what a wife rogue would purchafe fo 
dear? 

_ THERE is one of the vices above-mentioned, into 
which people of good education, and, in the main, 
of good principles, fometimes fall, from mifl aken 
notions of :lkill, dexterity, and [elf-defence ; I rnean 
lying ; though it is infeparably attended with more , 
infamy and lofs than any other, Bue I have before 
given you my fentiments very freely on this fobjett ; 
I ihall, therefore, conclude this head, with in treating 
you to be fcrupulou!ly jealous of the purity of your 
:moral character; keep it immaculate, i.rnblemifhed, 
unfullied, and it will be unfufpecled. Defamation 
and calumny never attack where there is no weak 
place ; they magnify, but they do not create • 

. COMMON-PLACE OBSERVATIONS. 

N EVER ufe, believe, or approve Common-place 1 Obfervations. They are the common topics 
of witlings and coxcombs ; thofe \'vho really have 
wit have the utmoft contempt for them, and fcorn 
even to laugh at the pert things that thofe would-be 
wits fay upon fuch fubjecls. 

RELIGION is one of their favourite topics: 1t u 
all prieft-craft, and an invention contrived and car­
ried. on by priefts of all religions, for their own 

power 
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· power and profit : from this abfurd and falfe prin­

ciple flow the common-place infipid jGkes and in­

fults upon the clergy. With thefe people, every 

prieft, of every religion, is either a public or a con­

cealed unbeliever, drunkard, and whoremafter; 

whereas L conceive, that priefts are extremely like 

other men, and neither the better nor the worfe for 

wearing a gown or a furplice ; but if they are dif­

ferent from other people, probably it is rather on the 

fide of religion ahd morality, or at lea fl: decency> 

from their education and manner of life * · 

. 
ANOTHER common topic for falfe wit, and cold 

raillery, is matrimony. Every man and his wife 

* Nothing ought, on any ~ccount, to he fpoken pro­

fanely nf God, or his Saints ; whether ferioufly, or by 

way of joke, however lightly fome people may think bf 

the affair, or how mnch pleafu re foever they m ay take in 

this pratl-ice : for, to fpe ak lu dicroufly of the Divine Be­
ing, or of things facred, is not only the vice of the mofi: 

profligate ar.d impious rakes, but a fore indication of an 

ill-hred; ignorant fellow. Indeed, to hear any thing fpo­

ken irreverently of God, is fo extremely {hocking, that 

you meet with many people who, on fuch occa!ions, will 
immediatelv leave the room. 

Nor ou gh t we only to [peak reverently of the D ei_ty, but, 
in all our converfation, we ought to take all poffible care 

th at our words <lo not betray any thin g loofe or vicious in 

our lives and aaions j for m en deteft in others thofe vices 

whi ch even they themfelves are g uilty of. 
In !ike manner, it is unpolite to talk of thin gs unfuitable 

to th e time ~-hen they a re (poken, and to the pef1ons who 

are to hear us, thou gh the things in themfelvelli , and when 

f po ken in a proper place, may be really good and virtuous. 

A truce, therefore, with your grave d ifcoud.es, on facred 

and religious fubj eas, in an affemhly of young p.copl~, 

who are met to~ethe1: to be joyous and che,arfol. 

H 3 ha~ 
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hate each other cordially, whatever they may pre­
tend, in public, to the contrary. The hufband cer­
tainly willies his wife at the devil, and the wife cer­
tainly cuckolds her hu·fband. Whereas I prefume, 
that men and their wives neither love nor hate each 
other the more, upon account of the form of matri ... 
mony which has been faid over them. The cohabi- • 
tation, indeed, which is the comfequence of matri­
mony, makes them either love or hate more, accord .. 
ingly as they refpectively defei"ve it ; but that would 
be exactly the fame; between any man and woman 
who lived together without being married. 

IT is alfo a trite c'ommon-place obfervation, that 
courts are the feats of falfehood and. diffimulation. 
That, like many, I might fay m'oft, common-place 
obfervations, is falfe. -Falfehood and diffimulation 
are certainly to be found at courts ; but where are 
they not to be found? Cottages have them, as well 
as courts ; only with worfe manners. A couple of 
neighbouring far.mers, in a village, will contrive and 
practife as many tricks to over-reach each other at 
the next market, or to fupplant each other in the fa­
vour of the 'fquire, as any two courtiers can do to 
fupplant each other in the favour of their. prince, 
Whatever poets may write, or fools believe, of rural 
innocence and truth, and of the perfidy of courts, 
this is undoubtedly tru·e-That !hepherds and mi­
nifters are both men ; their nature and paffions the 
fame, the modes of them only different. 

THESE, and many other common-place reflections 
upon nations, or profeffions> in general (which are 
at leaft as often falfe as true), are the poor refuge of 

people 
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people who have neither wit nor invention of their 

own, but endeavour to fhine in company by fecond­

hand finery. I always put thefe pert jackanapes's 

out of countenance, by looking extremely grave, 

when they expeEI: that I fhou]d laugh at their plea­

fantries · ; and by faying, J;Vell, andfo? as if they 

had not done, and that the fting ·were frill to come. 

This difconcerts them ; as they have no refources in 

themfelves, and have but one fot of jokes to live 

µpon. Men of parts are not reduced to thefe 1hifts., 

and have the utmofl contempt for them : they find 

proper fubjeB:s enough for either ufeful or lively con­

verfations ; they can be witty without fatire or com­

mon-place, and ferious without being dull. 

0 R A T O R Y. 

ORATORY, or the art of fpeaking well, is ufe­

ful in every fituation of life, and abfolutely 

n~ceffary in moil:. A man cannot diftinguifh him­

felf without it, in parliament, in the pulpit, or at 

the bar; and, even in common converfation, he who 

has acquired an eafy and habitual . eloquence, and 

who fpeaks with propriety and accuracy·, will hay:e a 

great advantage over thofe who fpeak inelegantly 

and incorrectly. The bufinefs of oratory _ is to per­

fuade ; and to pleafe, is the mofr effectual ftep to• 

wards perfuading. It is very advantageous for a 

man who fpeaks in public, to pleafe h~ hearers fo 
· H 4 much 

.. 
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much as to gain their attention ; which he cannot J>Oilibly do, without the affiftance of oratory. 

IT is certain, that by ftudy and application every man i:nay make himfelf a tolerable good orator, elo­quence depending upon obfervation and care. Every man may, if he pleafes, make choice of good in!l:ead of bad words and phrafes, may fpeak with propriety in!l:ead of impropriety, and may be clear and per­fpicuous fo his recitals, inftead of dark and unintel­Jigible ; he may have grace inftead of awkwardnefs i n his geftures and deportment : in fhort, it is in · -the power of every man, with pains and application, to be a very agreeable, infiead of a very difagreeable fpeaker ; and it is well worth the labour to excel other men in that particular article in which they excel beaus. 

DEMOSTHENES thought it fo eifentialJy nece!fary to fpeak well, that though he naturally ftuttered, and had weak lungs, he refol ved, by application, to overcome thofe difadvantages. He cured his ftam­mering by putting fmall pebbles in his mouth; and gradually ftrengthened his lungs, by daily ufing him­felf to fpeak loudly and diftincl:ly for a confiderable time. In ftormy we4ther he often vifited the fea­fhore, where he fpoke as loud as he c~)Uld, in order to prepare himfelf for the noife and murmurs of the popular aifemblies of the A ther.ians, before w horn he was to fpeak. By this extraordinary care and atten­tion, and the conftant ftudy of the beft authors, he became the greate!l: orator that his O\.Vn, or any other age or country have produced, 

WHATEvaa 
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WHA1 EVER language a perfon ufes, he fhould 
fpeak it in its greateft purity, and according to the 
rules of grammar: nor is it fofficient that we do 
not fpeak a language ill, we mufr endeavour to fpeak 
it well ; for which purpofe, we fhould rtad the belt 
authors with attention, and obferve how people of 

fafhion and education fpeak. Common people, in 
general, fpeak ill ; they make ufe of inelegant and 
vulgar expreffiom, which people of rank never do. 
In numbers they frequently join the :fingular and the 

plural together, and confound the mafculi ne with the 
feminine gender, and feldom make choice of the 
proper tenfe. To avoid all thefe faults, we ihou]d 
read with attention, and obferve the turn and expref­
fions of the befl: authors ; nor {hould we pafs over a 

word we do not perfecUy underftand, without fearch­
ing or enq1:1iring for the exacl: meaning of it. 

IT is faid, That a man muft be born a poet, but 
it is in his power to make himfelf an orator ; for to 
be a poet req uires a certain degree of ftrength and 
vivacity of mind ; but that attention, reading, and 
labour, are fufficient to form an orator. 

P E D A N T R Y. 

E VERY excellency, and every virtue, has its 
kindred vice or weaknefs ; and, if carried be.:. 

yond certain bounds, finks into the one or the other. 

Gen~rofity often runs into profofion, ceconomy into 
avance. 
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avarice, cour:ige into ra{hnefs, caution into timidity, 
and fo oa ;-infomuch that, I believe, there is more 
j udgn~en t required for the proper conduct of our 
virtues, than for avoiding their oppofite vices. Vice, 
in its true light, is fo deformed, that it !hocks at firft 
fight ; ::1.r.d would hardly ever f.educe us, if it did 
not, at firfi, wear the ma!k of fame virtue. But 
virtue is, in itfeif, fo beautiful, that it charms us at 
firfr fight ; engages us more and more, upon further 
acquaintance ; and, as with other beauties, we think 
excefs iinpoilible: it is here that judgement is necef­
fary, to moder:i.te and direcl: the effeds of an excel­
lent ca.ufe. In the fame manner, great learning, if 
not accompanied with found judgement, frequently 
carries us into error, 'p!ide, and pedantry. 

So~rn learn~d men, proud of their knowledge, 
only fpeak to decide, and give judgment without ap­
peal; the confequence of which is, that mankind, 
provoked by the infult, and injured by the oppref­
fion, revolt; and in order to fhake off the tyranny, 
t!ven call the lawful authority in quefiion. The more 
you know, the modefl:er you fhould be ; and that 
,rnodefty is the fore ft way of gratifying your vanity. 
Even where you are fore~ feem rather doubtful; re­
prefrnt, but do not pronounce; and, if you would 
c~nvince other~, feem open to conviclion yourfelf. 

0 THE Rs, to fhew their learning, or often from 
the prejudices of a fchool education, where they hear 
of nothing elfe, are always talking of the Ancients 
as fame.thing more than men, and of the Moderns as 
fomething lefs. They are never without a clafiic or · 
two in thei~ pockets ; they flick to the old good 

fenfe ; 
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fenfe ; they read none of the modern tra!h ; and 

will !hew you plainly, that no improvement has been 

made, in any one art or fcience, thefe lafi feventeen 

hundred years. I wbuld by no rneJ.ns have you dif­

own your acquaintance with the Ancients; but fiill 

lefs woufd I have you brag of an exclufive intimacy 

with them. Speak of the Moderns without con­

tempt, and of the Ancients without idola try ; judge 

them all by their merits, but not by their ages ; and 

if you happen to have an Elzevir claffic rn your-

. pocket, neither ihew it nor mention it. 

So ME great fcholars, rnofl: abfurdly, draw all th~ir. 
maxims, both for public and private life, from what 

they call parallel cafes in the ancient authors; with­

out confidering, that, in the firft place, there never 

were, fince the Crea~ion of the Worltl, two cafes ex-. 

_. actly pai;.aliel ; and, in the next place, that there ne. 

ver was a ·cafe fiated, or even known, by any hifro-

• rian, wich every one of its circumftances ; whichr 

~ however, ought to be known, in order to be n:afcned 

from. Reafon upon the cafe itfclf, and the feveral 

circumfiances that attend it, and act accordingly ; 

but not from the authority of ancient poets or hiilo­

rians. Take into your confideration, jf you pleafe, 

cafes feemingly analogous; but take them as helps 

only, not as guides. 

THERE is another fpecies of learned men, who, 

though lefs dogmatical and fopercilious, are not lefs 

impertinent. Thefe are t he communicat ive and 

Ihining pedants, who adorn their converfat ion , even 

with women, by happy quotations of Greek and 

L.1.tin, and who have contracted foch a familiarity 
·with 
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with the Greek and Roman authors, that they call 
them by certain names or epithets denoting intimacy; 
as old Homer; thatJ!y rogue Horace; iV[aro, inCT:ead 
of Virgil; Nafa, in :1ead of Ovid. Thefe are often 
imitated by coxcombs, who have no learning at all; 
but who have got fome names and fome fcraps of an­
cient authors 0y heart, which theyimproperly and im­
pertinently retail in all companies, in ~opes of paffing 
for fcholars. If, therefore, you would avoid the ac-

. cufation of pedantry on one hand, or the fofpicion 
of ignorance on the other, abfl:ain from learned ofl:en­
tation. Speak the language of the company you are 
in; fpeak it purely, and unlarded with any other. 
Never feem wifer, nor more le:uned, than the people 
you are with, Wear your learning, like your watch, 
in a private pocket; and do not pull it out, and fhike 
it, merely to fhew that you hc1.ve one. Tf you are 
a£ked what o'clock it is, tell it; but do not proclaim 
it hourly and unafked, like the watchman. 

c ,6 ·'ii \5 V:-di%9DU., :as 

P L E A S U R E. 

7\ 'ff ANY young peop1e adopt pleafores, for which JV Jt they have not the leaH: tafle, only becaufe 
they are called by that name. They often .miftake 
fo rotally, as to imagine that debauchery is pleafure, 
Drunkennefs, which is equally defiruc1ive to body 
and mind, is cer tninly a fine p!eafore ! Gaming ; 
which draws us into a thoufand fcrapes, leaves u-s 

penny-
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penny1efa, and gives us the air and manners of an 

outrageous madman, is another moft exq uifite 

pleafure. 

PLEASURE is the rock which rnoft young people 

fplit upon; they launch out with crO\vded fails in 

queft of it, but without a compafs to direct their 

courfe, or reafon fufficient to freer the veffel; there­

f-cre pain and fhame, inftead of pleafore, are the re­

turns of their voyage. 

A MAN of pleafore, in the vulgar acceptation of 

that phrafo, means only a beafl:ly drunkard, an aban­

doned rake, and a profligate f wearer.: we fhould 

weigh the prefent enjoyment of our pleafurcs againfl: 

the unavoidable confequences of them, and then let 

our common fe~fe determine the choice. 

WE may enjoy the pleafures of the table and wine, 

but ftop fhort of the pains infeparably annexed to an 

excefs in either. We may let other people do as 

they will, without formally and fen tentioufly rebuk­

ing them for jt; but we muft be firmly refolved not 

to defhoy our own faculties and con ftitution , in com­

pliance to thofe who have no regard to their own. 

We may play to give us plea.fore, but not to give us 

pain; we may play for trifles in mixed companies, to 

arnufe ourfelves, and conform to cuftom. Good 

company. are not fond of having a man reeling drunk 

among them ; nor is it agreeable to fee another tear­

in g his hair, and blafpherning, for having loft, at 

play, more than he is able to pay; or a rake with 

half a nofe, crippled by coarfe and infamous de­

bauche$, Tl~ofe who praCTife and brag of thele 

' things 
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things make no part of good company; and are moft 
unwillingly, if ever admitted into it. A real man 
of fafhion and pleafure obferves decency; at leafr, he 
neither borrows nor affelts vices : and if he is fo un­
fortunate as to have any)1e gratifies them with choice, 
delicacy, and fecrecy. 

WE fhould be as attentive t'4> our pleafures as to 
our fl:udies. In the latter, we ihould obferve and re­
flect upon all we read; and in the former, be watch­
ful and attentive to every thing we fee and hear; and 
let us never hav~ it to fay, as fome fools do, of things 
t_hat were faid and done before their faces, That 
" indeed they did not mind them, becaufe they were 
'' thinking of fomething elfe.'' Why were they 
thinking of fomething elfe? And if they were, why 
did they come there r Wherever we are, we fhould 
(as it is vulgarly expreffed) have our ears and our 
eyes about us;· ·rwe fhould liil:en to every thing that 
is faid, and fee ev.errth~,1g that is done. Let us ob­
ferve, without being _ thought obfervers ; for other­
wife people will be upon their guard before us. 

ALL gaming, field-f ports, and fuch other amufe­
ments, where nelther the underftanding nor the fenfes 
have the leafr fhare, are frivolous, and the refources 
of little minds, who either do not think, or do not 
love to think. But the pleafures of a man of parts 
either fla~ter the fenfes , or improve the mind. 

THERE are liberal and illiberal pleafures, as well as liberal and illiberal ar~ . - Sottifh drunkrnnefs, 
. indifcriminate glu ttony, driving coaches, rui1:ic 

fports, fuch as fox-chaces, horfc-r~ces, &c. are infi­
nitely 
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riitely below the honeft and indufrrious profeilion.s of 

a taylor and a ihoernaker. 

~ THE more we apply to bufi.nefs, the more we relifh 

our pleafores ; the exercife of the mind in the morn­

ing, by ftudy, whets the appetite for the pleafures of 

the evening, as the exercife of the body whets the ap­

petite for dinner. Eufinefs and pleafure, rightly un­

derftood, mutually affift each other-infread of being 

enemies, as fooli (h or dull people often think them. 

We cannot tafle pleafores truly, unlefs we earp them 

by previous bufinefs; and few people do bufinefs well, 

who do nothing elfe. .But, when I [peak of plea.­

fores., I always mean the elegant pleafures of a ra­

tional being, and not the bru fal ones of a fv,ine. 

··' 

P R E . J U D I · C E:~s~ 

·! -# ~ 

':: ... l 

~~ '· ' 

NEVER adopt the notions of any hooks yom 

aay re.ad, or of any company you may keep., 

without examining whether they. are jui1: or not; as 

you will otherwife be liable 1to be hurried away by 

prejudices, inftead of being guided by reafon,, and 

quietly cherifh error, infread of feeking for tte.nh. 
' . 

UsE and affert your own reafon; refl.ecr,, examine, 

and analize every thing, in order to form a found 

and mature judgment ; let no ipfa di.xit impofe upon 

yQur underilanding, rniilead your actions, or dW:ate 
your 
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your converfation. Be early, what, jf you are not, 
you will, when too late, w jfh ycu had been. Con­
fult your reafon betimes : I do not fay that it will 
always prove an unerring guide, for human re

1
afon is 

not infallible ; but it will prove the lea.ft erring guide 
that you can follow. Books and converfation may 
aflift it; but adopt neither blindly and implicitly : 
try both by that be.CT: rule, which God has given to 
dire& us, Reafon. Of all the tr6uLles, do not de­
cline, as many people do, that of thinking. The 
herd of mankind can hardly be faid to think ; their 
n_otions are almoft all adoptive ; and, in general, I 
believe it is better that it fhould be fo; as fuch com­
mon prejudices contribute more to order and quiet, 
than their own feparate reafonings would do, unculti­
vated and unimproved as they are. 

Loe AL prejudices prevail only with the herd of 
mankind, and do not impofe upon cultivated, in­
formed, and reflecting minds: but then there are no­
tions equally falfe, though not fo glaringly abfurd, 

·; ,~., .• ~vhich are entertained by people of foperior and im­/f · ·proved underitandings, merely for want of the necef-
. f~ry pains to inveftigate, the proper attention to exa­
n\ine, and the penetration requifite to determine the 
truth. Thofe are the prejudices which I would have 
ye u guard againft, by a manly exertion and attention 
of your reafoning faculry, 

RE LJ .. 
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ERRORS and miftakes, how.ever grofs, in mat­
. ters of opin'ion, if they are fincere, are to be 
pitied ; but not puniilied, nor laughed at. The 
bl'indnefs of the underfranding is as much to be pi­
tied, as the blindnefs of the eyes ; and it is neither 
laughable nor criminal for a man to lofe his way in 
either cafe. Charity bids us endeavour to fet him 
right, by arguments and perfuafions; but charity, at 
the fame _time, forbids us either to purrifh or ridicule 
his misfortune. Every man feeks for truth, but God 
only knows who has found it . It is unjufl: to perfe~ 
cute, and abford to ridicule people for i:heir feveral 
opinions, which they cannot help entertain~ng upon 
.the conviB:i:on of their reafon. It is he who tells, or 

I 

acts a lie, that is guilty, and not he who honeftly and 
,iincerely believes the lie~ 

THE obj eel of all public worfhi ps in _the wo_rld is 
-the fame ; it is. that great Eternal Being who createc:1 
.every thing. The different manners of worfhip are 
by no means fubject§ of ridicule. Each feel thinks 
his own the befi; and I know no infallible judge in 
.this world to decide which is the befl. 

/ 

'1: - E 1\1P LO Y -
.., 
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EMPLOYMENT OF TIME. 

HOW little do we reflect on the ufe and value of 
time! It is in every body's mouth, but in few 

people's pratlice. Every fool, who flatterns away hi$ 
whole time in nothings, frequently utters fame trite 
common-place fentence to prove, at once, the value and 
the fleetnefs of time. The fun-dials, all over Europe, 
ha~e fame ingenious infcription to that effecl: ; fa that 
nobody fquanders away their time witho~t frequently 
hearing and feeing how neceffary it is to employ it 
well, and how irrecoverable it is ifloft. Young peo­
ple are apt to think they have fo much time before 
them, that they may fquander what they pleafe of it, 
and yet have enough left; as great fortunes have fre­
quently [educed people to a ruinous profufion. But 
all thefe admonitions are ufelefs, where there is not 
a fund of good fenfe and reafon to fuggefi: rather than 
receive them. 

TIME is precious, life fhort, and confequently not 
a :fingle moment fhould be loft. Senfible men know 
how,to make the moft of time, and put out their whole 
furn either to intereft or pleafure : they are never 
idle, ·bu.t conti!lually employed either in amufenients 
or ftudy. ~tis an univerfal maxim, That -id-lenefs is 
the mother of vice.. It is, however, certain, that 
lazinefs is the inheritance of fools, and nothing can 
be fo defpicable as a fiuggard. Cato the Cenfar, a 
wife and virtuous Roman, ufed to fay, there were but 
.th.ree acl:ions of his life th..a-t he regretted : The firll: 

was, 
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was, the having revealed a fecret to his wife ; the 
fecond, that he had once gone by fea when he might 
h;ive gone by land ; and the third, the having paffed 
one day without doing any thing, 

" TAKE care of the pence, for the pounds will take 
" care of themfelves," was a very juft and fenfible 
reflection of old Mr. Lowndes, the famous Secretaryof 
the Treafory under William III. Anne, and George I. 
I therefore recommend to you to take care of rni­
nutei ; for hours will take care of themfelves. Be 
dolng fomething or other all day long; and not ne­
glect half-hours, aod quarters of hours, which, at the 
year's end, amount to a great furn. For infi:ance : 
There are many fhort intervals in the day, between 
fiudies and pleafures : infread of fitting idle and 
yawning in thofe intervals, foatch up fome valuable 
book, and continue the reading of that book till you 
have got through it ; never burden your mind with 
more than one thing at a time : and in reading this 
book, do not run over it fuperficially, but read every 
pa!fage twice over, at leafr; do not pafs 9n to a fe­
cond, till you thoroughly undcril:and the fir.fl:, nor 
quit the book till you are mafrer of the fubject; 
for unlefs you do this, you may read it through, and 
not remember the contents of it for a week. The 
books I would patticularly recommend among others, 
are the Mm·chionejs Lambert's Ad'l.Jice to her Son and 
Daughter, Cardinal R etz's Nlaxims, Roch~foucault's 
JV.loral Refiellions, B1·uyere' s Charaders, Fontenelle' s P lu­
rality of Worlds , Sir Jojiah Child on ':frade, Bolingbroke's 
l17orks; for fry le, his Remarks on the Hijlory of England, 
under the name of Sir John Oldcail:le; Pujfendor.ff's Jtrs 
Gentium; and Grotius l.e Jrffe Belli ct P acis: the laft two 

I z · are 
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are well tranflated by Barbeyrac For occafional 

haL--huur-s or lefs, read works of invention, wit and 

hnmour; but never \v:i.fte your minutes on trifling 

authors, either ancient or modern. ' 

,NOR are p1eafures idlenefs, or time loil:., provided 

they are the pleafore:; of a rational being ; on the 

contrary, a certain portion of-time employed iri thofe 

pleafares, is very ufefolly employed.- · 

"\.VHATEVER bufinefs you have, do it the firllmo­

ment you can; never by halves-, but finifh it without 

interruption, if poffib1e. J3u:finefs rnuft not be faun­

tered and trifled with; and you muft not fay to it, as 

Felix did to Paul, " At a more convenient feafon I 

> H v.::ill fpeak to thee.'' The moil: convenient feafon 

for bufinefs is the firft; but ftudy and bufinefs, in fome 

meafure, point out their own times to a man of fenfe; 

time is muc-h oftener fquandered away in the wrong 

choice and improper methods of .amufement and plea-

fores. -

D1sPATCH is the foul of bu-finefs; and nothing 

contributes more to difpatch, than method. Lay 

down a methGd for every thing, and fl:ick to it invio­

lably, a~ far as unexpected incidents may allow. Fix 

one certain hour and day in the week for your ac­

counts, and keep them together in their proper order ; 

by which means they will require ve_ry little time, and 

you c~n never be much cheated. Whatever letters 

and papers you keep, docket and tie them up in their 

refpechve claffes, fo that you may inftant1y have re-

; courfe to any one. L ay dow:i a method a1fo for 

your reading, for which you allot a certain ·fhare of 

your mornings ; let it be in• a confifrent and confecu­
uve 
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tive courfe, and not in that defultory and immethc­

dical manner, in which m:rny people read fcraps of 

different au_thors upon different fobject.s. Keep a 

nfefol an_d fhort common-place book of what you 

read, to help your memory only, and noc for pedantic 

quotations. Never read hiP.:ory without having maps, 

and a chronolog;cal book, or tables, lying by you., 

and conftantly recurred to; without which, Hiftory 

i§ only a confufed heap of facts. 

You will fay, it may be, as many young pe-0pie 

wolild, that all this order and method is very trouble­

fome, only fit for dull people, and a difagreeable re"'.' 

ftraint upon the noble fpirit and fire of youth. I 
deny it; and affert, on the contrary, that it will pro­

cure you both more time and more tafte for your 

ple:afures; and fo far from being troublefome to you, 

that, after you have purfued it a mpnth, it would be 

troublefome to y·ou to lay it afide. Bufinefs whets 

the appetite, and gives a tafte to pleafores, as exer­

cife does to food ; and bufinefs can never be done 

without method : it raifes the f pirits for pleafures ; 

and ajpeclacle, a ball, an affembly, will much more 

" fenfibly affect a man who has employed, than a man 

who has loft, the preceding part of the day; nay, I 

will venture to fay, that a fine lady will feem to have 

more charms to a man of ftudy or bufinefs, than to a 

- faunterer. The fame liftleff1Jefs runs through his 

whole conduct, and he is as infipid in his pleafures, as. 

inefficient in every thing elfe, 

/ 

I HOPE you earn your pleafures, and confequently 

tafle them ; for, by the way, I know a great many 

I 3 men 
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men who call t'hemfelves Men of Pleafore, but who, 
in truth, have 'none. Th~ adopt other people's in­
difcriminately, but without any tafte of their own. 
I have known them often inflict exceifes upon them­
felves, becaufe they thought them genteel; though 
they fat as awkwardly upon them as other people's 
cloaths would have done. H ave no pleafures but 
your own, and th.en you will fhine in them. · 

MANY people think that they are in pleafures, 
provided they are neither in ftudy nor iv bufinefs. 
Nothing like i!; tliey are doing nothing, and might 
juft as well be a.fleep. They contract habitudes from 

' lazinefs, and they only frequent thofe places where 
they are free from all reftraints and attentions. Be 
upon your guard againfr this idle profufion of time ; 
:and let every place you go to be either the fcene of 
quick and lively pleafures, or the fchool of your im­
provements: let every company you go into, either 
gratify your fenfes, extend your knowledge, or refi ne 
your manners. 

IF, by accident, two or three hours are fometimes 
wanting for fame ufeful purpofe, borrow them from 
your fleep. Six, or at rnoft feven hours fleep is, for 
a conftancy, as much as you or any body can want : 
more is only lazinefs and dozing; and is both un­
wholefome and frupifying. If, by chance, your bu ­
.:fin efs or your pleafures fhould keep you up till four 
or five o'clock in the morning, rife exactly at your 
u fual t ime, that you may not lofe the precious morn­
ing hours; and that the want of fleep may force you 
to ~o to bed earlier the next night. 
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ABOVE all things, guard againft frivoloufnefs. 

The frivolous mind is always bufied, but to little 

purpofe; it takes little objects for great ones, and 

throws away upon trifles that time and attention 

which only important things deferve. Knick-knacks, 

butterflies, fhells, infects, &c. are the objects of their 

moft ferious refearches. They contemplate the drefs, 

not the characters, of the company they keep. They 

attend more to the decorations of a play, than to the 

fenfe of it; and to the ceremonies of a court, more 

than to its politics. Such an employment of time is 

an abfolute lofs of it. 

To conclude this fobjea : Sloth, indolence, and 

effeminacy, are pernicious, and unbecoming a young 

fellow ; let them be your rejfource forty years hence 

at fooneft. Determine, at all events, and however 

difagreeable it may be to you in fome refpects, and 

for fame tirneJ to keep the mo.fr diftinguifhed and 

fafhionable company of the place you are at, either 

for their rank, or for their learning, or le bel efprit et 

le gout. This gives you credentials to the beft com­

panies, wherever you go afterwards. 

KNOW the true value of time; fo.atch, feize, and 

enjoy every moment of it. No idlenefs, no lazinefs, 

no procraftination : never put off till to-morrow what 

you can do to-day. That was the rule of the famous 

and unfortunate Penfionary De Witt; who, by 

ftricl:ly following it, found time not only to do the 

whole bufinefs of the Republic, but to pafs his even° 

ings at alfemblies and fuppers, as if he had had no~ 

thing elfe to do or think of. 

l + VANITY. 
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V- A N I T Y. 
E extremely on your guard againft vanity, the 

common failing oJ inex~ericnced youth; but 
particular:y againH: that kind of vanity that dubbs a 
man a coxcomb ; a character which, once acquired.­
is more indelible than that of the priefthood. It is . 
not to be imagined by how many differentway:. vanity 
defeats its own purpofes. One man decides peremp­
torily upon every fubjecl:, betrays his ignorance upon 
many, and !hews a difgufl:ing prefumption upon the 
rcft : another defires to appear fuccefsful among the 
women: he hints at the encouragement he has re­
ceived from thofe of the rnofl: difl:inguiilied rank and 
beauty, and intin,ates a particular conneB:ion with 
fome one: if it is true, it is ungenerous;• if falfe, it 
is infamous : but in either cafe he deftroys the re­
putation he wants to get. Some flatter their vanity, 
by little extraneous objecl:s, which have not the le::l.!t 
re1a.tion to themfelves ; fuch as being defcended 
from, related to, or acquainted with, people of di­
ftinguiiliyd merit, and eminent chanc1ers. They 

. taik perpetually cf their grandfather fucJi-a-one, their 
uncle fuch-a-one, and their intimate friend, Mr. foch­
a~onc, · vhorn , poilibly, they are hardly acquainted 
with. .But admitting it all to be as they would have 
it, -.vhat then ? ffave they the more merit for thofe 
accidents? Certainly not. On the contrary, their 
taking up adventitious, proves their want of intrin­
.fi.c, .n1erit ; a rich man never borrows. Take this 
~pl~~ . .fui- 6~anted, - as a never-failing one, That you 
--E lif.s.,n~v:er feem to a'ffect th chai-acler in which you · ~ I. ? • • ., ' · h~ve 
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have a mind to fh ine. l\1oJcfty is the o:1ly fure bait, 

when you ang le for praife. The a ~e . .:t.1,:on of cc u­

rage will make even a b rai·e man pafs O!~ l? for a bul­

ly ; as the affectat ion o · \Vit wiii m:1ke ~ r.rnn of 

pans pafs for a coxcom b. By this 1, o~L.:y I c·o ro t 

mean timidity , and ;:wkw,rd I a1hfulnds. On he 

contrary, be in wardly firm aad teady, kcow y u 

own value, whatever it may be, ~n i a=: .1po . : •. t 

principle; but tal:e g. e'.!.t ca;·e to le t no','1ciy ifcover 

that you do know yo:.ir O\.Vn value . ,.-,.atever real 

merit you have, other p eople ·,vill d;f-'.)Vc- ; an d 

people always magnify their 01·:rr difcorer' .:s, a~ :!1i 

leffen thofe of others. 

V I R T u E. 

VIRTUE is a fubj e{l whic:1 dcfr,·,·cs our a·rd 

every man's at tention. L: ce,~:1:lL ~n c..r.,. g 

good, and in [peak ing truth ; the c;~·~ .__., uf it :~.e.· :-• 

fore, are advantageous tu aii n':;1nkii1J, ,r. :l. :~ o, et;; 

{elf in particular. Virt ue 1:13.l:e., us r,,ly anl reJc; ! 

the rnisfortL1n es of mankind; iE ma:{~~ u-s pro: 10~,_ 

j uihce and good order in foci.ety ; :>.wl, in ~01c;, !, 

contributes to wh atever tench ·o t:!e rt:~l g .,oJ of 

manlcind. To ourfelves it g_;, cs an il1WJ,rd comfor ,. 

and fatisfachon, '1-vhich nothini elfe can do, a~.J 

which no hing can rob us of. Ail ether ad van ·-'!.g: ' 

depend upon others, as much l-S upon our:d es . 

Riches, pow r, :ind greatn::;fs m::.y be tC'.!·en 3,i.y~y 
f· m 
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from us by the violence and in j ufl:ice of others, or by 
inevitable accidents ; but virtue depends only upon 
ourfelves, an d nobody can take it away from us. 
Sicknefs may deprive us of all the pleafures of the 
body; but it can not dr.prive us of our virtue, nor of 
the fatisfacrion which we feel from it. A virtuous 
man, under all the misfortu nes of life, frill finds an 
inward comfort and fatisfacl:ion, which makes him 
happier than any wicked man can be with all the other 
advan~ages of life. If a man has acquired g reat 
power and riches by falfehood, inj uftice, and oppref­
fion, he cannot enjoy them ; becaufe his confcience 
will torment him, and conftantly reproach him with 
the means by which he got them. The frings of his 
confcience wiil not even Jet him fl eep quietly; but he 
will dream of his crimes ; and in the day-time, when 
alone, and when he has time to think , he will be 
uneaf y and melancholy. He is afraid of every thing; 
for, as he k nows mankind mufr hate him, he has 
reafon- to th ink they will hurt him if they can. 
Whereas if a virtu 0us man be ever fo poor and un­
fortu nate in the wo rld, frill h is virtue is its own re­
ward , and will comfort him under all afflictions. 
The q uiet and fa tisfafrion of his confcience make 
him chearfol by day, and :fleep fo und of nights: 
he' can be alone wi th pleafure, and is not afraid of 
his own though ts. V irtue forces her way, and fhines 
through the ohfcurity of a ret ired life ; and, fooner 
or- later, it always is rewarded. 

To conclude :-L ord Shaftefbury fays, that he 
would be virtuo us for his own fake, though nobody 
were to know i t ; as he wouid be d ean for his own 
fake, though nobody were to fee him. 

USEFUL 
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U S E F U L 

NIISCELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS 

0 N ME N AND MANN ER S. 

Selecled from L ord CHESTERFIELo's LETTERS. 

A MAN who <loes riot folidiy efi:ablifh, and re­

ally deferve, a charatl:er of truth, probity, 

good ma:rners, and good morals; at his f.rft fetting 

out in the world, may impofe, and fhine like a me­

teor for a very foort time, but will very foon vanifh., 

and be extinguiil1ed with contempt. People eafily 

pardon, in young men, the common irregu!arities of 

the fenfes ; but they do not forgive the leail:' vice of 

the heart. 

THE greateft favours may be done fo awkwardly 

and bunglingly as to offend; and difagrecable things 

may be done fo agreeably as almoft to oblige. 

THERE are very few Captains of Foot who are 

not much better company than ever Defcartes or Sir 

Ifaac Newton were. I honour and ref pelt fuch fu­

perior geniufes; but i defire to converfe with peo­

ple of this world, who bring into company their 

!hare, at lea.fr, of chearfulnefs, good~-breeding, and 

knowledge of mankind. In common life, one much 

oftener wants fmall money, and filver, than gold. 

Give me a man who has ready cafu about him for 

prefent expences ; fixpences, fhillings, half-crowns., 
and 
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and ~rowns, v;hich circulate eafily ; but a man who 
has only an ingot of gold about h:m, is much above 
ccmmo:1 :;:.,urpofrs, a!1d his rid,es are not handy nor 
convenient . Have as mush gold as you pleafe in 
o ne pocket, but take c2..re always to keep change in 
the other ; for you v:ill rn ~1ch ofretier have occaiion 
for a fnilling than for a guine~. 

:\ov1cE is feldom we1come, and thofe who want 
it the rr.oft, ahvavs like it the lea.fr. 

. J 

ENvY is one of the meaner~ a·1d mofr tormenting 
of a;! paffions, as ther.:: is hardly a perfoi1 exifting 
t hat.has not ,give:1 uneafinefs to an envious breail; 
for the envious man cannot be happy while he be­
l10lds others fo. 

A GREAT aclion will aI ways meet with the ap­
pro~ation of m ankind, and the inward pLafore 
which it produces, is not to be expre1ied. 

Hu MA;, IT Y is the partict1hr charaB:eri~.ic of 
great minds ; little vicious mind :1bou!1d with a:1-
ger and revenge, a:1d are in.::a.pable of feeli ng the 
exalted pleafure o_f forgivi~g tLeir enemies . · 

THE ignorant :::.nd the -,eak only are idle; thofe 
who have acquirei a govd fi:ock of kno.dedge, al ­
ways defire to i ncre;...fc it. K110 vled~e is like po;-✓er 
in this refpeB:, that tbofe ,vho h~:ve the molt, :i.re mofc 
d ,. f J . T ' r • I h enrous o 1avrng more. ..:.~1ene13 1s on.y t e re-
fuge or· weak m inc!s, and tLe holiJay of fools . . 

Ev ER y· man h as a n::i.tural rir.-h t to his L bertv ,· v J 

and whoever endeavours to r;n1Jh it fr m him, de-
. Ln2s 
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ferves death rr:ore than the robber who attach us tor 

our money on the highway. 

M ·o o ESTY is a commen2able quality,. and gene­

rally accompanies t:-c:e mer~t ; i!: e"g·•ges and capti­

vates the rnir,cls of people ; Lr nothi_1g is more 

!hocking and c'.jfg:.1."Jul, tha:-, prefurnp~ion and im­

pudence . A man is defpifed wh~ is always com­

mending him;clf, and who is the hero of his own 

fl:ory . 

N 0T to perform· our promife is a folly, a difho­

nour, and a cri 1 ·1~. It is a .folly, bernufe no one will 

rely on us af, erwards ; anJ it is a difhonour and a 

crirr.e, becaufe truth is_ the fid1: duty of re!igion and 

morality : 2nd whoever is not poffelfed of truth , 

cannot be foppofed to have any one good quality, 

and muft be held in detefl::ation by all good men . 

Vv r T may create many admirers, but makes few 

friend s. It fhines :rnd dazzles like the noonLday 

fon, but, like that too, is very apt to frorch, and 

therefcre is always fc:ned . The milder morning a:1d 

evening light and heat of that planet, footh and 

calm our minds. Never feek for wit : if it prefents 

itfelf, well and gnoi ; but eT:en in that cafe, let your 

judgment in terpofe ; and t::i.kc c:1re that it be not at 

the expence of .1ny body. Pope fays very truly, 

" There are w horn Heaven has bldl with fiore of wit, 

" Y ct w~nt, 2s much again to govern it." 

And in another place, I doub t with too much truth , 

"F9r wit and judgment ever ar~ at fl;rife, 

" Though meant each other's aici, .like .mm and wife." · 

A PROPER 
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A PROPER fecrecy is the only myftery of able 
men ; myftery is the only fecrecy of weak and cun­
nrng ones. 

To tell any friend, wife, or mifl:refs, any fecret 
with which they have nothing to dd, is c!ifcovering 
to them fuch an unretentive weaknefs, as mufl: con­
vince them that you will tell it to twenty others, and 
confequently that they may reveal it without the 
rifque of being difcovered. But a fecret properly 
communicated, ,only to thofe who are to be con .. 
cerned in the queftion, will probably be kept by 
them, though they ihonld be a good many. Little 
fecrets are commonly told again, but great ones ge• 
nerally kept. 

A MAN who tells not bing, or who tells all, will 
equally have nothing told him. 

\ 

IF a fool knows a fecret, he tells it becaufe he is a 
fool ; if a knave knows one, he tells it wherev:::r •it 
is his interefr to tell it. But women and young men 
are very apt to tell what fecrets they know, from the 
vanity of having been trufted. Trufr none of thefe, 
y.,herever you can help it. 

IN your friendfbip.s, and in your enmities, let your 
confidence 2.nd your hoftilities have certain bounds : 
make not the· former dangerous, nor the latter irre­
concileable. There a,re frrange viciilitudes in bu­
iinefs ! 

SMOOTH your way to th~ he:id, through the heart. 
The way of reafon is a good one ; but it is com­
monly fomething lon~e-r, and perhap~ not fo fore. 

SPIR I T 
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Sp 1 R 1 T is now a very fafhionable word : to act 

with fpirit, to fpeak with fpirit, means only to act 

rafhly, and to talk indifcreetly. .An able man fhew 

his fpirit by gentle words and rcfoluce actions : he ii. 

neither hot nor timid. 

PATIENCE is a mofr neceffary qualification for bu• 

fi.nefs ; many a man woul~ rath er you heard his 

fiory than granted his requefi. One mufl feem to 

hear the unreafonable dema.nds of the pctul ;:i.nt, un-" 

mbved, .and the tedious details of the dull, unti red. 

Th-at is the leaft price that a man mufr pay for a. high 

fration. 

JT is always right to detect a fraud, and to perceive 

a.folly; but it is _often very wrong to expofe either. 

A man of bu finefs fhould always have his eyei 

9pen, but mufl: often feem to have them lhut. 

IN courts ( and every ,where elje) bafhfulnefs and ti­

midity are as prejudicial on one hand, as impudence 

and ,r.afhnefs are on the other. A fl:eady aff urance 

and a cool intrepidity, with an. exterior mode.fly, are 

the tru.e anp. neceifary medium . 

N EVE.R appiy for what you fee very little probabi­

lity of obtaining ; for you will , by a!k'ing improper 

and unattainable things, accufrom the Minitters to 

refufe you fo often, that they wil l· find it eafy to re­

fufe you the propereft and moil: reafonable ones. It 
is a common, but a mofr miflaken rule at Co urt~ to 

a!k for every thing in order to get fomething : y~u 

~o get fomething by i t, it is true ; but thJt fome-
thin~ 
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thi ng i , r efufa1s and ridicule -This maxrm, like 
the former, is of general appLica~ion. 

A €HEA R. FUL , ea(y coun~cnance and behaviour 
are very ufofol : they· make fools think you -a good-
11 atured man ; and they make defigning men think 
you an undefigning one. · 

T HERE are fome occafions in which a man mull: 
tell half his fecret, in order to conceal the reft ; ,bu t 
there is feJdom 1one in which a man iliould tell it all. 
Great flcill is neceffary to know how far to go, and 
where to ftop . 

C EREJ\10NY is neceffary, as the outwork and de­
fence of manners. 

A MA.N's own good-breeding is his befi: fecurity 
.againfr other p~ople 's ill-mannrrs. 

Goo D-B RE E
1
D ING carries along with it a dignity~ 

,that is refpeB:e'd by the rpoft petulant. Ill- breed­
ing invites and authorizes the familiarity of the 
·rnoit timid. N'o man ever faid a peJt thing to the 
Duke of Marlbcrough. No man ever faid a civil 
•one ( though ,mi;tny a flattering one) to Sir Robert 
Walpole. ~ 

K r-rnwLEDGE m ay give weight, but accornplifh ­
·,menrs only give luftre ; and many more people fe e 
,than weigh. 

MosT 
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MosT arts require long ftudy and application; but 
the moil: ufeful art of all, that of pleafing, requires 
only the defire. 

IT is to be pref~med, that a .man of common fonfe, 
who does not defire to pleafe, defires nothing at all; 
:fince he muft know that _he cannot obtain any thing 
without it. 

A s KIL Fu L negociator will moil: carefully dif­
tinguilh between the little and the great obj'ects of 
his bufinefs, and will be as frank and open in the 
former, as he will be fecret and pertinacious in the 
latter.-This maxim holds equally true in common 
life. 

THE Due de Sully obferves very jufl:Iy, in his 
Memoirs, that nothing contributed more to his 
.rife, than that prudent reconomy which he had 
obferved from his youth ; and by which.he had al­
ways a furn of money before-hand, in cafe of emer­
gencies. 

IT is very difficult to fix the particular point of 
reconomy ; the beft error of the two, is on the 
parfimonious fide. That may be corrected,.the other 
-cannot. 

THE reputation of generofity is to be purchafed 
· pretty cheap ; it does not depend fo much upon a 

man's gener<J,l expence, as it does upon his giving 
handfomeJy where it is proper to give at· all. A 
man, for inftance, who . ihould give a fervant four 

K . · ihillingsi> 
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.fhillings, would pafs for cov_etous, while he who­

gave him a crown would be .Peckoned generous ; fo . 

tha,t tne difference of thofe two oppofite characters 

turns upon one fi1illing . A man's character, in that 

particular, depends a: great deal upon the report of 

his own fervants; a mere tr.ifle above common wages 

makes their report favourable. 

TAKE care always to form your eftablifhment fo . 

.much within your income, as to leave a fufficient­

fund for unexpeB:ed contingencies, and a prudent 

liberality. There is hardly a year, in any man's 

life, in which a fmall furn of ready money may . not 

be employed to greatadvantag_e-. 

ADVICE' 
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A D V I C E 

0 F A 

M O T H E R T O H E R S O N. 

BY THE 

MARCHIONESS DE LAMBERT: 

A TRACT PARTICULARLY RECOMME~DED TO HIS SON 

:BY LORD CHESTERFIELD. 

W HATEVER care is u[ed in the education 
of children, it is itill too little to anfwer the 

end: to make it focceed, there rnuft be excellent go­
vernors; but where Ihall we find them, when princes 
find it difficult to get an<l keep them for themfelves? 
Where can we meet with men fo much foperior to 
others, as to deferve to be entrufted with their con- · 
duct? Yet the firft years of a man~s life are precious, 
fince they lay the foundation of the merit of the 
re.fl:. 

THERE are but two feafons of life in whi~h truth 
difiinguifhes itfelf for our advantage: ' in youth, for 
our inftruchon ; and in our advanced years, to com­
fort us. In .the age that paffions reign, truth gene­
rally quits us for the time. 

Two celebrated * men, out of their friendfhip to 
~e, have had the care of your education ; but as 

* P. Bouhours and P. Cherninais. 
K .z they 
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they were obliged to follow the method of fl:udies 
fettled in Colleges, they applied themfelves more 
ih your early youth to· improve your mind with 
learning, than to make you know the world, or H).­

ftruft -you in the decorums of life. 

I AM going, my fon, to give you fome -precepts 
for th.e conduct of your's : r·ead them without think­
ing it a trouble. They are not dry lectures, that 
carry the air of a mother's authority; they f1-re ra­
ther the advice of a friend, and have-this merit, that 
they come from my heart. 

AT your entering the world, you muil: certainly 
propofe• to yourfelf fome end or other: you have too 
much fenfe to care to live without any defign at all; 
nor can you afpire to any thing more becoming and 
worthy of you than glery. 'Tis a noble view for 'you 
to entertain; but it is _fit for yo1,1 to know what is 
meant by the term, and what notion you frame of it. 

'T 1 s of various kinds, a-nd each profeffion has a 
,rlory that is peculiar to it. In your's, my fon, it 
means the glory that attends valour. This is the 
glory qf heroe~ ; it makes a brighter figure tha

1

n any 
other; it always carries with it the true marks of 
honour, and the recompences i,t deferves: Fame feems 

' to have no tongue but to found their praife ; and 
:when you arrive at a certain degree of reputa­
tion, every thing you do is confjderable. All the 
world has .agreed to give the pre-eminence to mili­
tary virtues ; 'tis no more tha.n their due. They 
coil: dear enough ; but there are feveral ways of di[­
charging their obligations. 

SoMR 
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So ME engage in the profeffion of arm5, merely to 

avoid the {hame of degenerating from their ancefi:ors ; 

others follow it not only out of duty, but inclination. 

The firfi: fcarce ever raife themfelves above their 

rank in the world ; 'tis a debt they pay, and they go 

no further. The others, flufhed with hopes, and 

carried on 1by ambition, march a giant's pate in ·the 

road of glory. Some propofo only to make the~ 

fortune: others have their advancement and immor­

tality itfelf in view. Such as fi:int themfelves to 

the making a fortune, never have . a very extenfive 

merit. A man that does not aim at raifing to him­

felf a great name, will never perform any great ac­

tions. And fuch as go carelefsJy on in the road of 

their profeffion foffer all the fatigues, without ac­

quiring either the-honour OT recompence that natu­

rally attend it. 

IF people underfl:ood their own int~refl: rightiy,, 

they would not lay a fi:refs upon raifing a fortune, 

but would in all profeffions have their glory and re­

putation in view. WJ1en you attain to a certain de­

gree of ·merit, and it is generally known, the great 

glory and reputation you have acquired never fails 

to make your fortune. A man cannot have too much 

ardour to diftinguifh hirnfelf, nor can his defires of 

advancement be encouraged by hopes that are too 

flattering. 

TH ER£ m uil be great views to give a great vigour 

to the foul ; 'tis not eafy otherwife to make it exert 

itfelf. Let your love of glory be ever fo eager and 

acl:ive, you may ftill fall fhort of your aim; yet tho' 

K 3 you. 
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you fhould advance but half way, 'tis always glorious 
to have dared . 

THE ll E is nothing fo impro er for a young man 
as th1t modefty which makes him fancy he is not ca­
pab le of great things. This mode!ly is a faintnefs 
of foul, which hin ders it from exerting itfelf, and 
running with a fwift career 'toward glory. Agefilaus 
was told that the king of Perfia wrrs the ·greateft 
king ; c vVhy iliogld he be greater than me (replied 
Che), fo long as I have a fword by my :fide?' rlhere 
is a foperior genius and merit in fome perfons, that 
tells them nothing is impoHible for them. 

FORTUNE, my fon, did not level your way to glory; 
to make it eafi.er·for you, I gave you a regiment be­
times, being perfuaded, that there is no entering too 
foon into a profefiion where e~perience is fo necef­
fary, and that the fidr years of a man's life lay the 
foundation of his character, and enable the world 
to judge of his future conduct in the refidue of it. 
You made the campaign of Barcelona, the moft foc­
cefsful to the king's troops, and yet the leaft ceie­
brated of any. You return into ltaly, where every 
thing is againft us ; where we are to fight not only 
with the enemy, but the climate, the fituation, and 
pr~judices of the country. Campaigns that are un­
happy for the king, prove fo likewife for private men; 
the corpfes of the dead and the faults of the Jiving are 
buried in one common grave: Fame is huilied, and 
has nothing to fay of the fervices of foch as are left; 
b ut you may ilill depend upon it, that true valour is 
never unknown. There are fo many eyes obferving 
your behaviour, that you can never want as many 

. witnefies 
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·witne!fes of yo ur worth : befides, you learn more in 

·fuch campaig ns ; you try your own abilities ; you 

know yourfelf well enough to judge what you can 

-do upon occafion : others k now it too; and if you 

do no t raife yourfelf a reputation in a moment, you 

-are fore to gain one in the end. 

GREAT names a:re not formed i n a <lay; nor 1s 1 t 

V alour alone that makes extraord-ina.ry men -: She be­

gins, indeed, to form them, but other virtu es mu[ 

·concur to finifh them, 

. THE notion" of a htro is inconfifl:ent wi th the ch a ­

Tacter of a man without jufi:ice, probity, and magna­

nimity. 'Tis not enough to have a name for your 

valour ·; you mufl: have a name likewife for your pro­

-bity. All the virt ues mllll unite together to form a 

· h erp. V'alour, my fon, is not to be infpired by ad­

v ice; 'tis a gift of natu-re-but foch a one that a 

p erfon may po!fefs it in the highefl: degree, .and yet 

-deferve very liltle efieem .in other -ref pects.. · 

THE generality ot yoong men fancy they are 

'Obliged to nothing elfe, when once they have ac­

quired the military virtues; and that! they are allow­

·ed to be unjuft, rude, and unmannerly. Do not 

carry the prerogative ·of fp..e f wo·rd t00 far; it gives 

y ou· no exemption from other obligations. 

TAKE care, my foi1, to be t n rea1'ity w11a't other.s 

promife or pretend to be ; you have patte'rns fet you 

in your own family. Your ancefiors difi:ingui!hed 

t·h emfelves by all m~nner ·of virtues, as well as by 

r:l:rnfe 0.f thcir pr0.feffion. Their blood -r uns m y_our 
K 4 v-e1n..s ; 

,: . 

I 
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veins ; remember always what you owe to your race, 
and think that you are not to take up with being an 
ordinary man ; you are not like to get off at fo cheap 
a rate, The merit of your anceitors will enhance 
your glory;. but if you degenerate, it will be your 
fuame; they ferve equally to put your · virtues and 
your failings in a fuller _light. 

A NOBLE birth does a man lefs honour than it 
cxacls of him to deferve; and to boafr of one's fa­
mily, is to glory in the merit of others. 

You will find, my fon, all the paths that lead to 
glory traced out and trod already before you; there 
is not a greater treafure than a good name, and the 
reputation of one's ancefrors. · They have put you 
in a ~apacity of attaining to any thing ; 'tis not 
enough to equal thern, .you mufr go beyond them, and 
arrive at the goal, I mean the ho1;iours which they 
were at the point of enjoying, when they were car­
ried off by an untimely death. 

I LAME NT continually that I never faw your­
grandfather. By the charaB:er I have heard of him, 
nobody had more . eminent qualities ·than he, or a 
greater talent for war. He acquired foch an efl:eem 
and authority in ~he army, that he did more with 
ten thoufand men, than others could with twenty. 
He might have led his trqo.ps to a certain danger, 
a.nd they would have thought themfelves going to an 
infallible victory. Whatever orders he received, 
there was no doubt of the execution of them where 
he was intrufred. At the fiege of Graveline, the 
Marefchals de Gallion and La Meilleraye, who com-

manded 
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manded the troops, fell out, and their quarrel divided 

the army. The two parties were going to at,ack 

one another, when your grandfather, who was only 

Major-general, full of that confidence and authority 

which a zeal for the public good infpires, ordered the 

troops in the king's n me to fl:op. He forbade th em 

to own thofe generals any longer for their leaders : 

the troops obeyed .him ; and the M arefchals de la. 

Meillcraye and de Gallion were forced to retire. 

The king was made acquainted with this at ion, and 

fpoke of it feveral times with efl:eem. 

Hrs fidelity to his prince difl:inguifhed itfelf in the 

war of Paris ; he refufed the fiaff of Marefchal of 

France, which Gafton Duke of Orleans offered him, 

to draw him ove,r to his party. The kirig being in­

formed of it, fent him a warrant to create him Knigh t 

of the Holy Ghoft; and wrote him word, that he 

would never forget the proofs he 'had given of his 

loyalty. 

WHEN he was made Governor of Metz, the fineft 

·government and the moft fought after of any at that 

time in France, Cardinal Richelieu fent 11im his 

commiilion to La Chapelle, where he was Governor. 

He was· in bed when the exprefs arrived. His men 

awaked him ; but infl:ead of being- tranfported with 

the news, he took the packet without opening it, put 

it under his bolfl:er, and went to lleep again, 

Wtt I LST he ,,:,,as Governor of Metz, he was offer­

ed confiderable fums to give his confent for fettling 

a parliament in that city; but he would never give 

it. Governors at that time had the fame authority 
as 
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.as Viceroys . He refufed an hundred thoufand livres; 
which the Jews offered him for leave not to wear the 
yellow hat. Touched with no pailion but for true 
·glory, witli!out any tincture of vanity, or any view of 
recompence, he defp-ifed riches, and love<l virtue 
pu-rely for his own fake . He was fo modeit that he 
never knew his own worth. He had the horiour to 
-command the great Turenne, who had the comphi­
fance to fay, that M _. ·10 -:-~ -:-:·; h~d taught him the art of 
war. Several perfon:; in omce have faid frequeHtJy, 
that it was a fh:i:ne for France, that a man of his me­
rit was not preferred to the firft dignities of war. , 

· SucH, my fon, ·are the patterns fet you; patterns 
that reprefent to you· human virtues in an eminent 
decrree. • Yon have them all before you in )'Our fa-

b 

ther. I fhalrfay notl1ing of his talent,s for war: it 
does net become me to f peak of them ;, but the 
.ufe the King made of them, and the various pofts of 
truit that he gave him, are fuffici.ent proofs that he 
rleferved his confidence. 

'THE King often faitl, th at he wa·s one of his bell: 
officers, on whom he depended moft. This w:is but 
part of his merit, for he ha cl all the focjal virtues: 
He knew how to reconcile ambition with rnodera~ 
tion: He afpired to true glory without troubling 
J1imfelf about making -his fortune: He was negle8:ed 
for a confiderable time, and met with a fort of in­
j ufl:ice. In thn unlucky feafon when your father 
was under the frowns of fortune (a ju nfture when any­
body but he would have been tired out),- with what 
courage did he bear , his ill-treatment! He r.efolved, 
by fa iling i1'l. no part of his duty, to bring Fortune 

over 
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over to his :fide, or leave her inexcufable : His no­

tion was, th :it true arnbit;on con:fi ll:ed rather in 1.1k­

ing one-folf fuperior in merit than in dignity. 

THERE are fome virtues that are not tobe ac­

quired but in difgrace; we !-.now no:: what we are till 

\-Ve hJ.v~ been tried. The ·, irtues of profperity are 

pieaCant and eafy; thofe of adverfity are harfl-i and 

difficult, and req □ ire all the powers of a man to 

enable him to pra8:ife them. He knew ho,v to 

foffer without defponding, for he 11ad an infinite 

11 umber o'f refo.urces in him felf; he thot!ght he \Vas 

obliged in duty to coatinue in his profeffion, being 

convinced that the flownefs cf r~compences never au­

thorizes us to q □ it the fervice. His misfor tunes 

never fhook his courage in the leaf: ; he knew how 

to hear them with patience and dignity, and how to 

enjoy profperity without haughtincfs and pride . 

The change of fortune made none at all in his mind, 

and did not cofi: him a fingle virtue . 

WHEN he was made Governor of Luxemburg, all 

the province was in dread of the French dominion: he 

cured the people entirely of their fears; fo that they 

were fcarce feniible th ey had changed rnai1:ers. He h2.d 

a light hand, and g9verned only by love, and never 

by authoricy : he m::i.de nobody feel the difrance be­

tween him and others. His goodnefs cut fhort the 

way that divided him from his inferiors ; he either 

raifed them up to hirnfclf, or elfe Hooped down to 

them. He never empl oyed his creclil b'.lt to do good. 

He could not bear to fee any body unhappy where l1e 

commar.:.ded; all his care was· to folicit and get pen.:.. 

fions for the, officers ) and gratificatioas for the wou nd-, 
ed,. 
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ed, and foch as had diO:inguifhed themfelves. He 
made the fortune of abundance .of perfons. 

SELF-LOVE got but little by your father's ad­
vancement, w1iich was the good of others. This 
made him the delight of all that lived under his go­
yernment ; and when he died, if they could have 
done it, they would have purcbafed him again with 
their blood. His good qualities ftruck envy dumb, 
and all the world in their hearts applauded the 
King's difpofal of his graces. In an age of general 
corruption, he had the pureft morals ; he thought in 
a different manner from the generality of man-
kind. -

WHAT faithfulnefs to his word! He always kept 
it, tho' at his ·own expence. What difintereftednefs 
in his conducr ! He never minded his advantage in 
the leaft. What allowance did he make for human 
frailties 1 He ,vas always excufing the faults of others, 
and confidering them barely as their misfortunes ; fo 
that one would be tempted to imagine,, that he 
thought himfelf the only perfon in the world that was 
obliged to be an honeft mau. His virtues, far from 
being troublefome to others, left every body at their 
eafe. He had all that amiable complaifance and 
good-nature which is fo ufeful in life, and fo necef­
fary for the good correfpondence and harmony of 
mankind. None of his virtues were precarious, be­
caufe they were all natural. An acquired merit is 
often uncertain; but your farher, fi:ill following rea­
fon as his guide, and praclifing virtue without violence 
to his nature, never varied at all in his conduct. 
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SEE, my fon, what we have lofr. Such au extra­

ordinary degree of merit feemed to infure us a vafl: 

fortune : nothing wa_s more reafonable than our 

hopes in the rejgn of fo j ufr a Prince. Your father, 

however, left you nothing but his name and example. 

His name ob1iges you to be.1r it with dignity, and 

his virtues challenge your imitation; 'tis a model by 

which you may form yourfelf: I do not afk. more of 

yon, but I will not excufe you for lefs. 

You have this advantage over your ancefl:ors, that 

they may ferve to guide you : I am not afhamed to 

fay, that they· left you no fortune; nor would they 

blufh to own it, after employing their efiates in the 

fervice of their .prince, and palling through life with­

out any injufiice to others, or any meannefs in heir 

own cond uce. 

GREAT fortunes are fo feldom innocent, that I 

eafily forgive your anceftors for not leaving you any. 

I have done all I could to bring our affairs into fomc 

order; a point in which women c1n diftinguifh them­

felves no way but 6-y reconomy. I fhall do my 

utmofi: to difcharge every duty incumbent .upon me 

in my ci.rcumftances : I fhall leave you as much as is 

fitting for you, if you are fo unhappy as to have no 

merit; and enough in all reafon, if you have the vir­

tues I wifh you. 

As I defire nothing upon earth fo much as to fee 

you a perfetlly honeft man, let us fee what fort of 

conduB: is neceffary to give one a title to that charac­

ter, tha1: we may know what we ought to do to c!eferve 

it. I improve myfelf by thete reilec1ions; 9.nd may 
perhaps 
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perhaps be one day 11appy enough to change my pre­
cepts into examples. 

SHE that exhorts another ought_ to lead the way 
herfelf. A Perfian c:mbaiTador aik.ed the wife of 
Leonidas, ' vVby they paid, foch honours to the wo­
' men at Laced~mon ?' ' 'Tis (replied foe) bccaufe 
c they haH entirely the forming of the men.' A Greek 
lady {hewed her jewels to Phocion's mother, and aik.ed 
to fee her's: The nob!e Athenian pointed to her chil­
dren, and faid to her, ' The[e are my finery and 
"jewels.' I hope, my fon, to find in time a like 
fubjecl of glory in you. But let us return to the 
obligations which men are obliged to d'ifcharge. 

THERE is a certain order in thefe obligations. A 
man fhould know how to. live with his foperiors , his 
eguals, and his in feriors, as well as with himfel f. 
With his foperiors, he fhould know how to pkafe 
without finking into meannefs, fhould fhew an eil:eem 
and friend/hip to his equals, fhould condefcend to his 
infc:riors fo as not to let t.hem feel the weight of his 
foperiority, and fhould keep up a dignity with him~ 
felf. 

AL 1 thcfe obligations are fiill inferior to the ve­
neration you owe to the Supreme Being. Religion 
is correfpondence fettled between God and man; 
by the favours of God to men, and the worfhip th at 
men P"'Y to God. Souls of a fuperior genius lrn.\·e 
noble fentiments for the Deity, and pay him a wor­
fhip peculiar to themfelves, very different from that 
of the vulgar ; it all comes from their heart, and is 
·directed immediately to God. Moral v1rt..1es - are 

n:ry 
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v-ery precarious without the chriflian to fopport 

them. I do not recom mend to you a piety bknded 

with weaknefs and fuperft:ition; I only inf1fl:, that the 

leve of or.der fuouM make you fu bmjc ycur under­

ftan ding and fentiments to God, and fhould CT1ew it­

f.elf in every part of your conduct ; j t will inf pire­

juH:ice i!lto you., and j uftice is the bafis cf all other-· 

vii:tues. 

THE generality of young men think to diftin­

guifu themfelves now-a-days by affuming a libertine 

air, which degrades them among men of fenfe: Such; 

an air, i'nfi.ead of arguing a foperiority of under­

franding, foews only the depravity of the heart .. , 

People never attack religion, but when they have an. 

intereft to attack it : Nothing ·makes a man happier 

than to have his underftanding conv'incecl, and~ hi 

heart afFecled with it; 'tis of excellent ufe in every ' 

feafon an_d circumil:ance of life. S nch as are not 

h..:ippy enough to believe as they ought, do ye t fin&' 

it reafonable to fubmit to the efl:ablifhed religion :: 

They b1ow that wliat is mifcalled prejudice, bas a 

great vogue in the wodd, and ought to be treated. 

,vi.th refpecL 

A LiB.ERTINEway of thinking, and 1icent"o11f­

nefs of manners, ought to be bani1'h~d under the: 

prefent r.eign. 

TH.\:'. behaviou.r of the Sovereign is a fort of law 

to regulate that of others ; it enjoins whatever he 

practi(es, and forbids what he declines doing. The 

failings of princes are multiplied, and their virtues 

arc renewed by-imitation, Though courtiers f11<?uld~ 
be 
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be dehauched in their fen ti men ts, there is · ilill a po­
litenefs reigning at, court , which ferves to throw a 
veil over vice. We have the good fortune to l;ie 
c orn in an age whe:1 purity of morals and a ref peel: 
for religion are neceifary to pleafe the Prince. 

I M.I c :l T, my fon, in the order , of your duties, 
infift on wh;i.t you owe to me, but I wouhl derive it 
entirely from your heart. Confider the condition in 
which your father left me: I had facrificed all chat 
belonged to me to raife his fortune, and I loft my all 
at his death. I faw myfelf left alone, defl:itute of 
any fupport. I had no friends but his: and I found 
by experience, that few perfons are capable of bei ng 
friends to the dead. I met with enemies in mv own 

✓ 

family : I had a law-fuit upon my hands againfl: po-
tent adverfaries, and my whole fortune depended 
on the event . I gained it at lafi: without aay power 
of my own, and without any cringing to other;;. In 
a word, I made the befi: I could of my ill circum­
ftances ; and as foon as ever my own fortui1e was 
mended, I fet myfelf to make your's. Give me the 
fame iliare in your fri endiliip, that I !ball give you 
in my little fortune. 

I w ILL have no affecl:ed ref pell: : I would have 
all your regards to me come not from conftraint, but 
purely from your h~art . Let them proceed enti rely 
from your inclinations, without being influenced by 
any motive of interef!:. In iliort, take care of your 
own gldry~ and I'll take care of every thing eife. 

You know how to conduct yourfelf with your fo­
periors: but there are fiill fome inftrnctions to be 

given 



ADVICE OF A MOTHER TO HER SON. 145 

given with regard to the duty you owe your Prince. 

You are of a fa mily that has facrificed their all for 

him . . As _for the perfons on whom you depend, the 

firil: merit is to pleafe. 

IN fubaltern employments _ you have no way to 

fopport yourfelf but by being agreeable: M afters 

are j uft like miftre:!fes : whatever fervices you have 

.done them, they ceafe to love you as foon as you 
ceafe to pleafe them. 

THERE are various forts of dignity, and they re­
quire as various kinds of refpett~ 

THERE are real and ;perfonal dignities, and there 

are dignities of inHitution : There is always a re­
fpeB: due to perfons in elevated ftations) but it is 
merely an outwar d refpeB: : Our real refpecl and 

efteem is due o~ly to merit. When fort-une -and 

virtue have concurred to raife a man to a high poft, 

there is a double empire in the cafe, which com­

mands a double fubmiffion; but let not the ,glitter­

ing of grandeur dazzle and impofe upon you. 

THERE are fame mean fouls that are ahyays 

crouching and grovelling before grandeur. One 

ought to feparate the man from the dignity, and fee 
what he is when he is {hipped of it. There is ano..: 

ther greatnefs very difFen~nt from that which power 

and authority g ive. 'Tis neither birth nor riches 

that diftingui lli men; the only real and true fupe­
riority among them is merit. 

THE character of an honeft man is a nobler title 
than any that fortune c·an beftow. In fo baltern pofis 

L one 
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one is neceffarily dependent: one muft make one's 
court to the miniil:ers, but it muft be made with 
dignity. I ihall never give you any cringing le..:l:ures; 
,ris your fervices ' that iliould fpeak for you, and not 
any unbecoming fubrni fii ons. 

Mu, of merit, when they make theii· court to 
minifters, do them an honour, but fcoundrels difgrace 
them. Nothing is more agreeable than to be :i friend 
of perfons of dignity ; but what lays the foundation 
s:,f this friendfnip, is a defire to pleafe them . 

LET your acquaintance be with perfons that are 
above you ; you will by that means get a habit of 
refpecl: and politenefs. People are too careiefs when 

they converfe with their equals ; they grow dull , for 
want of exerting their parts . 

I no not know whether one m ay hope to find 
friends at cour t. As for perfons of eminent digni­
ty, t heir poft exempts them from a great many du­
ties, and covers abundance of their failings. 'Tis 
good to examipe into men to know them thoroughly , 
and fee them with their every day's merit about 
them. The favourites of fortune impofe upon you, 
\Vhen you look upon them at a diftance ; the diftance 
puts them in a point of view that is favourable to 
them : Fame always enhances their merit , and flat­
tery deifies them . Examint! them near, and ~·ou' ll 
iind them to be' but men. What a number of ordi­
nary creatures do we find at court ! To rectify one's 
notions of greatnefs, one mun view it near ; you'll 
ce·afe immediately either to defire or fear it. 
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LET not the failings of great men corrupt you, 
but rather teach you to correct your own. Let the 
ill ufe which they make of their eftates teach you· to 
defpife riches, and keep yourfelf within bounds. 
Virtue feldom has the direclion of their expences. 

AM o N c the infinite number of tafi:es invented by 
luxury and fenfuality, why has there not been one 
formed for relieving the miferable ? Does not hu­
manity itfelf make you feel the neceffity of affiil:ing 
your fellow-creatures ? Good-natured and gene­
rous tempers are more fenfible of the obligation that 
lies upon them to do good, than they are of all 
the other neceffities of life . Marcus Aurelius thank­
ed the gods for his having always done good to hi-s 
friends, without making them wait for it. 'Tis the 
great felicity of grandeur, ,vhen others find their 
fortune in our's: 'I can't ( faid that prince) have any 
c reliili of a happinefs that nobody !hares in but 
~ myfelf.' 

THE rnoft exquiiite pleafure in nature is to make 
the pleafure of others; but for this . end one mufl: 

, not be too fond of the goods of fortune. Riches 
never were the parent of virtue, but virtue has often 
been the caufe of riches. What ufe, too, do the 
generality of great men make of the glory of their _ 
itation ? They put it all in exterior marks, and in 
an air of pride. Their dignity fits heavy on them, 
and depreifes others ; whereas true greatnefs is hu­
mane ; it is always eafy of accefa~ and condefcends 
even to ftoop to you : fuch as really enjoy it, are at 
their eafe, and make others fo too, as well as them­
felves. Their advancement does not coft them any 

L 2 virtue, 
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virtue, and the noblen_efs of their fentiments had 

formed, and in a manner habituated them to it be­

fore-hand. Their elevated fration feerns natural to· 

them, and no body is a fuffl"rer by it. 

T 1 TL Es '.'ind dignities are not the bonds that .. 

unite -us to men, or gain them to us : V\7ithout me­

rit and beneficence to recommend our grandeur to 

them, we have but a precarious tenure cf their 

friend!hip ; and they will only feek to indemnify 

themfelves, at our expen ce, for the homage which 

they have been forced to paY.. to the poft, rather than 

to the man that enjoys it, whom they will not fail to 

arraign freely, and condemn in his abfence. If envy 

be the motive that makes us love to leifen the good 

qualities of men in great. pofis, 'tis a paffion we 

ought to oppofe, and render them the j uftice that they 

<leferve. We fancy frequently that we have no 

grudge but againft the men, when indeed our malig• 

nity is owing to their places: Perfons in great pofts 

never yet enjoyed them with the good liking of the 

world, which only begins to do them juftice when 

they are out of place. Envy in fpite of itfelf pays 

a hom age to greatnefs at the fame time that it feems 

to defpife it ; for to envy places is to honour them. 

Let us not out of di,fcontent condemn agreeable fta­

tions, which have no fault but that we are not in 

them ourfclves. 'Tis time now to pafs to the duties 

of fociety. * 

MF. N have found jt nece:ffary as well as agreeable 

to un : t for the common good : They have made 

laws to reilrain the wicked ; they have agreed arnongft 

themfelves, as to the duties of fociety, and have an-
nexed 
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;nexed an honourable character to the praclice of 
thofe duties. He is the honeil man that obferve5 
them with the moft exacl:nefs, and the inftances of 
them multiply in proportion to the degree and 
nicety of a ·perfon's honour. 

VIRTUES are I-inked together, and have a fort of 
alliance with one ,another : What conftitutes a hero 
is, the union of all the virtues, After prefcribing 
the duties neceffary for their common fecurity, men 
fet themfelves to make their converfation agreeable, 
and fettled certain rules of politenefs and living tG> 

be obfetved by perfons of birth and quality. 

THERE are fome failings, again fr which no pre­
cepts are to be given : There are certain vices that 
.are unknown to men of honour. , Probity, fidelity 
in keeping one's word, and a love of truth, are fuB­
jects that I think I need not infill: on, and recom,-
mend to you: You know, that a man of honour 
knows not what it js to tell a lie. V/hat ealogiums 
does not the world give, and give defervedly, to lo­
vers of truth ? The man, fay they, that does good, 
and fpeaks truth, r-efembles the Deity, whofe e!fen­
tial properties are goodnefs and truth. . V1 e are not 
indeed obliged always to fpeak what we think, but 
we muft always think what we fpeak. The true ufe 
-0f fpeech is to promote truth. When a man has 
acquired a reputation for veracity, his word is taken 
implicitly ; it has all the authority of an oath, and 
the world receives what he fays with a fort of ~eligi~ 
-0us refpecl:. 

F ALSHOOD in actions i~ foll as ·inconfifl:ent w'ith a 
love of truth, as fal!hood in words. Men of honour 

L 3 -a.re 
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are never falfe ; w'hat indeed have they to difguife ? 
Nor are they fond of fhewing themfelves, becaufe, 
fooner or later, true merit will make its way. 

REMEMBER- that the world will fooner pardon 
you your failings, than the affectation of pretending 
to virtues which you have not in reality. FaHhood 
affecl:s to put on the air of truth, but a. falfe man's 
profeffions go no further than his looks and dif­
courfes; whereas a man of veracity's are made good 
by his actions. It has been faid a long time ago, 
that hypocrify is an homage which vice pays to vir-

. tue: But the principal virtues are not of themfelves 
fufficient to qualify a man to pleafe; he mufi: have 
likewife agreeable and engaging q ualitie:;, 

WHEN o_ne aims at gaining a great reputation, 
one is always in a ftate of dependence on the opi­
nion of others. It it very difficult for a man to rife 
to honours by his fervices, unlefs he has friends to fet 
them forth, and a manner of behaviour proper to re­
commend them. 

I HAVE told you already, that in fu0altern poHs a 
man can't fupport himfelf but by a knack of pleaf-

- ing ; as foon as ever he is neglected, he becomes 
from that moment inconfiderable : There is nothing 
fo difagreeable as t<? iliew a too great fondnefs for 
one's felf, and expofe one's vanity, fo as to make 
people fee that we like ourfelves above all the world, 
and that every thing cerirers in us. 

A MAN with a great deal of wit m~y make him­
felf very difagreeable, when he only employs it to 

.find 
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find out the failings of others, and expofe them pub­

licly. As for this fort of men, who only iliew their 

wit at other people's expence, they ought to confider 

that no body's life is fo perfeltly without a blemifh, ai 

to give him a right to cenfure another man's. 

RALLERY makes a part of the amufements of 

converfation, but is a very nice matter to manage. 

Perfons that want to trad uce, and love to rally, have 

a fecret malignity in their heart. The mofr agreeabl<1 

rallery in nature gives offence, if it advances a fiep 

too far ; fo eafy is the tranfition from the one to the 

other. A falfe friend often abufes the liberty of 

banter, and reflects u pan you : In ail' ca.fes of this 

nature the perfon that you attack has the fole right 

of judging whether you are in jeft or no ; the mo­

ment that he takes offence, it ceafes to be rallery ; 

'tis a downright affront. 

RALLERY iliould never be ufed but with regard 

to fai lings of fo little confequence, that the perfon 

concerned m ay be merry on the fo bjecl himfelf. 

Nice rnllery is a decent mixture of praife and re­

proach; it touches flightly upon little failings, only 

to d well the m ore upon great qualities. Monfieur 

de la Rochefoucault fay.;, that ' the ma0. who difho­

' nours another, does lefs mifchief than he that ridi­

' culc:s him :' I iliould be of his opinion for thi5 rea­

fon, that it is not in any body's power to difhonour 

another : 'tis not the difcourfe or reflections ot' 

others, 'tis only our own conduct that can dilhon©ur 

us : The caufes of d ifhonour are known and certain, 

but ridicule is entirely arbitrary : It depends on the 

manner how obj eels appear to us, and on our manp.er 

Lt of 
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of thinking and taking them. There are fome peo­
ple that may be faid to we~r always fpeB:acles of ri­
dicule, and fre every thing through them ; 'tis not 
fo much the fault of objeB:s, as the fault of perfons 
that view them in fuch a light : This is fo true, that 
foch perfons as appear ridiculous in certain compa­
nies, would be admired in others where there ate 
men of fenf e and merit. 

A MAN'S humour too contributes mu::h to the 
maki~g him agreeable, or otherwiie ; dark and four 
humours, that have a fpice of malevolence in them, 
are vaftly difagreeable. 

HuMOUR is the difpofition with which the foul 
receives the imprdfion of objects ; good-,natured 
tempers take nothing ill ; their indulgence is of be­
nefit to others, and fopplies them with what they 
want in themfelves. 

THE generality of mankind imagine, that it is to 
_no purpofe to attempt to correB: their humour ; they 
fay ' I was born fo,' and fancy this excufe is enough 
to jufiify their not taking any pains about it. Such 
tempers muft infallibly difpleafe; men owe you no­
thing, any farther than you are agreeable to them. 
The way to be fo, is to forget one's felf, to put others 
upon fubjec.1s that they like, to make: them pleafed 
with thernfelves, to fet them out with advantage, and 

,allow them the good q ualit_ies which others difpute 
their having. They believe you give them what 
the world does not allow them : Their merit feems 
in fome' fort to be of your creation, whilft you exalt 

them 
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them in the opin ion ·of others : But this is never to 

be pu!hed fo far as to commence flattery . 

N OT H ING pleafes fo much as fenGble and tender 

p erfons trying to make a friend!hip with others • ., 

TAKE care to carry yourfelf in foch a manner, 

that your behaviour may at once make a tender of 

you·r · own friendfnip, and invite the frietJdD1ip of 

o thers. You can never be an amiable man, without 

knowing how to be a friend , without a taHe and 

knowledge of friendfhi p. 'Tis this correcl:s the 

vices of fociety ; it foftens the roughnefs of people's 

natures; it brings · down their vanity , a11d makes 

them know th~mfelves . All the obl igations of ho­

nour are included in the obligations of p erfeti 

friend!hip . 

, IN the hurry and buft!e of the world , t ake care~ 

my fon, to' have a fore frie nd to whi:f per truth to 

your foul: Be always ready to hear the advice of 

your friends . The owning of faults is no hard mat­

ter for perfons that find a fond withio ihemfelves t o 

mend the·m : Think that you have never done 

enough, when you find that you can ftill do better. 

No body takes a reproof fo kindly as he tbat de-

. ferves mo.fr to be commended. If you are happy 

enough to find a true friend, ,you have found a trea­

fure ; his reputation will fecure your own : He will 

an fwer for you to yourfelf; he will alleviate all your 

troubles, and multiply all your pleafures. But if 

you would deferve a friend, you mufi: know how to 

ee oneo 

ALL 
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ALL the world is complaining of the want of 
friends , and ye't fcarce any body gives himfelf the 
troub le uf bringing the neceffary difpofitions to gain 
and preferve them. Young men have their compa­
nions, but th ey very rarely have any friends: Plea• 
fores are what unite them, but pleafore~ are not ties 
,vorthy of friend{hip. f do not prete!'ld to make a 
differration on this fobjecr; I only touch flightly on 
fome duties of civil life : I refer you to your own 
heart, which will put you upon defiring a friend, 
and make you feel the neceility -of having one. I 
depend upon the nicenefs of your fentirnents to in. 
fl:rucl: you in the duties of friendlliip. 

IF you would be perfecr1y an honell: man, you 
-ei_uft think of keeping your felf-love within bounds, 
and placing it on a good object. Honefly confifrs 
in waving one's own rights~ and paying a regard to 
thofe of others. If you fet up to be happy alone, 
you will never be fo ; all the world will difpute 
your happinefs with you : but if you are for mak­
ing the world happy, as well as yourfelf, every body 
wi ll affi/1 you. All vices whatever flatter felf-love, 
and all the vir tues agree to attack it ; vatour expofes 
it ; modeH:y lowers it; generofity throws it away ; 
moderation mortifies it ; and zeal for the public 
facrifices it to the good of focie ty. 

S E LF- L OVE is a preferring of one's felf to others, 
as hon efty is the preferring of others to one's felf. 
There are two kinds of felf-love ; che one natural, 
lawful, and regulated by juflice and reafon ; the 
other vicious and corrupt. Our firfr object is cer­
tainly ourfel ves ; 'tis or. I y reflection that calls us 

back 
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back to j uflice. We don't know how to love our­

felves ; we either carry our felf-love too high, or ex­

ercife it improperly. To love one's felf as one 

ought, is to love vjrcue; to love vice, is to ilr:ke in 

with a blind and rnifraken love. 

WE have fometimes feen perfom advance t 1ern­

felves by ill ways ; but if vice is preferred , it is not 

for any length of time; corrupt perfons ruin them­

felves by the very means, and with the fame princi­

ples, that raifed them. If you would be happy with 

fecurity, you mufl: be fo with innocence. There is 

no power fore and lail:ing but that of virtue. 

THERE are forne amiable tempers that have a fine 

and natural congru ity with virtue : Thofe to whom 

nature has not been fo bountiful, mull be watchful 

over their conduct, and know their true interefl:, to 

be able to correft an evil difpoiition. Thus the un­

deril:anding recl:ifi.es the heart. 

THE love of efteem is the life and foul of fo­

ciety; it unites us to one another: I want your ap­

probation, you Rand in need of mine. By forfaking 

the converfe of men, we forfake the virrnes necef­

fary for fociety ; for when one is alone, one IS apt 

to grow negligent ; the world forces you to have a 

guard over yourfelf. 

POLITENESS is the moft neceifary quality fo!'" con­

verfation ; ' tis the art of employing the exterior 

marks of breeding, which after all gives us no affu­

rance of a man's inward qualities. Poli: ~nefs is an 

;imitation of honefty, and ihews a man in his out-
fid~, 
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:fide, foch as he ought to bf! within; it .difcovers it: 
felf in every thing, in his air, in his difcourfe, and 
in his achons. 

. . 
TH:rrRE is a politenefs of underftanding, and a 

politenefs of manners : That of the underftanding 
,confifls in faying curioes and ingenious things; that -0f manners, in faying fhings oi a flattering narnre, and an agreeable turn. 

I vo not con-fine politenefs to that intercourfe of 
civilities and compliments, which is fettled by com­
mon ufe; they are made without meaning, and re­
ceived without any fenfe of obliga,tion : People are apt to over-do the matter in this fort of intercourfe., 
and abate of it upon experience. 

POLITENESS is a defire to pleafe the perfons 
with whom we are obliged to Ii ve; and to behave 
ourfel·✓es in fuch a manner, that all the world may 
be fatisfied with us; our foperiors~ with our refpeB:s; 
.our eq1uals with our efteem ; and our inferiors with 
.our kindnefs and co:~i defcenfion. In a word, it con­fifes in a care to pleafe, and fay what is proper to ,every body. It fe Ls out their good qualities ; it 
makes them fenfible that you acknowledge their fupe­
.riority; when you know how to exalt them, they 
will fet you out in their turn ; they will give you the­
fame preference to others, which you are pleafed to 
give them to yourfelf; their felf-love obliges them to do fo. 

THE w2.y to pleafe is not to difpiay your fuperio­rity; 'tis to conceal it from being perceived. There 
lS 
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i s a great deal of judg ment in bei ng polite ; but the 

w01)d will exc ufe you at an cafi.er rate . 

THE gene rality o f pe...ople require only certain 

manners that p leafe : i f you he1.ve them not, you m ufl: 

mak~ up the defect with the num~,er of your good 

quaiities . There m uft be a great deal of me rit to 

ge t over a clowni{h ,itwkward behaviour. Never let 

t:he world fee th at you are fond of your own perfon : 

A polite man never finds time to tak of himfelf. 

You know what fort of politenefs j3 neceffar? to 

be obferved to the women . At preCent ir looks as if 

t he youn g men h ad m ade a vow not to praclife i~; 'tis 

a fign of a carelefs ed ucation . 

NoTHI N G is more{hameful than a voluntary rudc­

nefs ; but let them do their worfc, they can neve1 

r oo the women of the g1ory of having formed the· 

£neft gentlemen of the laft age . 'Tis to them tha~ 

they owed all t he complaifance of behaviour, the de­

~icacy of inciinations , and the fioe o-allan!:-y of wit 

a nd m anners which were then remarkable. 

AT prefent, indeed, ~:-:tei-·ior ga1lantry fce~s i:o be· 

bani!hed; the manners of t 11e wor]J. are d~fferent~ 

an d every body has loit fomerhing by the ch::..:1ge; 

the wome n the defire of ple:if!r:g, \Vhich was the 

four ce of their charms ; and the men the complai­

fa nce and fine politenefs , which is only to be acqaired.. 

i n their converfation . The genera1ity of men fancy 

that they owe them neither probity nor fidelity : ir 

looks as if they had a licence to betray them, without 

a fFecl ing their .!-,onour. 'Whoever wculd think fit to 

e xamine into the motives of foch a conduct; H'oul-J 
fin. 
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find them very. fcandalous. They are faithful to one 
another, becaufe they are afraid, and know they fuall 
be called to an accoun t; but they are falfe to the 
,vomen without fear of foffering, and without re­
rnorfe . This fuews their probity to be only forced, 
to be rather the efre-:t of fear than the love of j uftice; 
and accordingly, if we examine clofe into fuch as 
make a trade of gallantry, we Jhall find them fre­
qrnrntly to be men of no honour; they contratl: ill 
habits; t11c:ir manners are corrupted; they grow in-

,different to truth, and ir:dulge themfelves in their 
habitual neglctl: of their word and oaths. What a 
t rade is thi s ! where the leaft ill thing that you do, 
is to feduce the women from their duty, to difhonour 
forne, to make others defperate, where a fare c_alamity 
is oftentimes all the recompence of a fincere and con­
ftant aife[tion . 

THE men hive no reafon to find fo much fault. 
with tk wor.ie:i ; fer it is by them that they lofe 
their i r.noce nce. If we except fome women that 
feem ddl:incd to vice from their cradle, the refl: 
would live in a regular practice of their duty, if the 
men did not take pains to turn them from it: but, 
in {hcrt, 'tis their bufinefs to be on their guard again ft 
them. Yo;.1 know that it is never allowable to diiho­
nour them ; if they have had the weaknefs to trufr you 
with their honour, 'tis ::i. confidence that you ought not 
to abufe. You owe it to them, if you have reafon to be 

• fatisfied with them; you owe it to yourfelf, if you have 
reafon to complain of them . You know, too, that by 
the laws of honour you rnuft fight with equal weapons; 
you- ought not therefore toexpofe a woman todifhonour 
for her amour, fi nee fhe can never expofe you for yours. 

I M UST, 
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I MUST, however, caution you againfr incurring 

their hatred; it is violent and impiacable: There are 

fome offences which they never pardon, and people 

run a greater rifle. than they imagine, in wounding 

t!-ieir honour ; the lefs their re fen tmen t breaks out, 

the more terrible is it; by being held in, it g rows 

the fiercer. Have no quarrel with a fex that knov1s 
fo well how to refent and revenge themfelvcs; and 

the rather, bccaufe the women m:ike the reputation 

cf the men, as the men m:!k:e that of the women . 

'Trs a happy talent, but very rarely to be met with, 
to know how to manage the poin t of prai!e , to give 
it agreeably and with j uitice . The morofe m::i. n 

does not know how to praife ; his judgment js fpoil­
ed by his temper. The fi:!tterer, by praifing too 

m uch , ruin s h is own credit, :rn d does honou:- to no­

b ody. The vain man deals out his pr;!if:::s only to 

r eceive others in return ; he fhews too plainly th '.! t 

he p raifes merely out of a.ffeftatio n. Shallow under­

Handings ef:e em every t hing , becaufe ti1ey know not 

t l:e value of things: t hey cannot make either their 

eileem or contempt pafs in the world . The envious 

wretc h praifes nobody, for fear of pu t ting others on 

a leve l with himfelf. An hone!l: r:ian praifes in the 

right place; he feei s more pleafore in doing juftice, 
than in raifing his own reputation by leffening tha t 

of others. Perfons th~t reflect , and are nice upon 
th is arti cle, are very fen:fible of all thefe differences. 

lf you wouid have your praifes of any body be of 

fcrvicc to you, always praife out of the regard you have 

fo r others, and not out of any regard to yourfelf. 

ONE fhould know how to li ve with one's compe~ 

titers; there is nothing more s;om,rnon than to wifh 
to 

• 
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to raife one's felf above them, or to try to ruin them: 

But there is a much _nobler conducl ; :tis never to 

aaack them, and always -itri .v e to exceed them in me­

rit; 'tis a handfome action to yield them the place 

which yo u think is due to them, 

AN honefi: man ch ufes rather to neg1ect his own 

fortune , than to fail in a point of jufhce . , Difpute 

about glory with yourfelf, and ihive to acquire new 

virtues, and to improve the merit of thofe which you 

. have already. 

ONE mufr be very cautious in the article of re­

venge; it ts often of ufe to · make one's felf feared; 

but it is almoft always dangerous to revenge one's 

felf. There is not a greater weakneCs than to do all 

the mifchief that we can. The belt manner of re­

venging an injury, is not to imitate the per:on that 

did it. 'Tis a fi g ht worthy of honeft-men to oppof e 

patience to paffion , and moderation to j uflice. An 

extravagant l1atred puts you beneath the perfons that 

you hate . Do notjufiify you r enemies; do nothing 

that can excnfe them; they do us le fs mifrhief th:in 

our own faults . Little fouls are cruel, but clemency 

is the virtue of great men. Ccefar faid, that ' the 

c moft agreeable fruit of bis victories, was the !1aving ' 

c it in his power to give people their lives who had 

c attempted bis own .' There is nothing more glo­

rious and exq uifitc than this kind of revenge ; 'tis 

t he only one that men of ho11ou r allow themfelvcs to 

tc:.ke. As foon as your enemy repents a rid makes 

his fubmifiion , you lofe all manner of right to re­

venge. 

THE generality of marikind bring nothing into the 

intercourfe of life but their ,veak~!!fs, ·which ferves 
for 
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for fociety. Honeil: men form an intimacy by their. 
virtues, the ordinary fort of men by their pleafures, 
and villains by their crimes. 

Goon-FEL Lo·wsH r P and gaming have their excefa 
and their dangers : Love has others peculiar to i tfelf; 
there is no playing always with beauty; it fometimes 
commands imperioufly . There is nothing more 
fhamefol in a man than exceffive drinking, and drown­
ing his reafon, which ought to be the guide of his 
life. To giYe Op one's felf to voli1ptuoufnefs is to 
degrade one's nature. The fureft way to avoid it is 
not to grow famii iar with it : one would think the 
voluptuous man's foul was a charge to him. 

As for gaming, 't:s the defl:ruB:ion of all decorum. 
The prince forgets his dignity at it, and the woman 
her modef'cy. Deep play carries with it all the fo­
cial vices. They rendezvous at certain ho urs to hate 
and ruin one another; ' tis a great tri al of probity ; 
and few people have preferved theirs unfpotted in a 
courfe of gaming. 

THE mo.ft neceffary difpofition to relifh pleafores 
is, to know how to be without them. Senfual pleafore 
is out of the way of reafonable perfons. Let your 
pleafores be ever fo great, remember frill to expecl 
fome melancholy affair to difturb them, or fame vex­
atious one to end them. 

W1snoM makes ufe of the love of glory to guard 
againfr the mean nefs ,into which fenfoality hurries a 
man. But one mu.ft fet to work betimes to keep one' s 
felf free from paffions; they may in the beginiEng be 

M under 
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under command, but they domineer at laft: They 
are more eafy to be .overcome than fatisfied. 

KEEP yourfelffrom envy, 'tis the loweft and moil: 
fhameful paffion in the world ; it is always difowned. 
Envy is the !hradow of glory , as glory is the fhadow 
of virtue. The greateit fign tl\at a man is born 
v.·it\ great qualities is to fay, that he has no ei1vy 
in his nature. 

A M,\N of quality can never be arniab!e without 
liberality. The covetous man cannot fail of being 
difagreeable. H~ ha~ within him an obftacle to all 
virtues: he has neither j uftice nor humanity. When 
once a man gives up him!elf to avarice, he renounces 
glory: it is faid, there have been illuilrious villains, 
but that there never were any illufirious mifers. 

THOUGH liberality is a gift of nature, yet ifwe 
had a difpofition to the contrary vice, we might by 
good fenfe and reflection correEt it. 

THE covetous man enjoys nothing. Money has 
been faid to be a good fervant , though an ill mafter; 
but it is good on account of the ufe we can make of 
it. 

THE covetous wretch is more tormented than the 
poor man . The love of riches is the root of all 
vices, as difintereftednefs is the firft principle of all 
virtu-es. 

RICHES muft be imrnenfe, in order to be entitled 
to the firll: place among the goods of life : they are ' 
indeed the fir!l: object of the defires of the greatefl: 

part 
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part of mankind; yet virtue, glory, and a great re­
putation, are val1ly preferable to all the gifts of 
,fortune . . 

THE mofr fenfi ble plea fore of honef!: men is to do 
good, and relieve the miferable. What a wide dif­
ference is there between having a little more money, 
or lofmg it for one's diverfion, and the parting with 
it in exchange for the reputation of goodnefs and 
generofity ! 'Tis a faorifice that you make to you r 
glory. Deny yourfelf fomething to lay up a fund for 
your liberality; 'tis an excellent point of ceconomy, 
which naturally tends to advance you, and gain you 

· a good character. , 

A c RE AT reputation is a great treafure. Wern uft 
not imagine that a great fortune is neceifary to enable 
one to do good ; all the world can do it in their fe­
veral frations, , with a little attention to themfelves, 
and others ; fix this i nclination in your heart, and 
you ' ll find wherewith to grnt.i.fy it : occafions enough 
offer themfelves before you, and there are but too 
many unhappy perfons that folicit you. 

LIB E RAL I TY difringuifhes itfelf in the manner of 
giving. The liberal man doubles the merit of a 
prefent by the good will with which he makes it: 
the covetous wretch fpoils it by his regret at parting ' 
with it. Liberality never ruined any body. Families 
.an~ not raifed by avarice, but they are fupported by 
juftice, moderation, and ihtegrity. Liberality is one -
of the duties of a noble birth. When you do good, 
you onlY' pay a debt; but {till prudence is · to govern 
you in foch cafes; the principles of profufenefs are not 
H1ameful, but the confeq uences of it are_ -dangerous. 

M 2 THERE 
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THERE are few men know how to live with their 
inferiors. The great opinion that we entertain of 
ourfelves, makes us look upon all . below us as a dif­
tincl fpecies; but how contrary are fuch fentiments 
to hum anity ! If you wo·uld raife yourfelf a great 
name, you m uft be affable and eafy of accefs; your 
military profeffion gives you no difpenfation in this 
p oint. Gerrnanicus was adored by his foldiers . To 
learn what they thought of him, he walked one even­
ing through his camp, and overheard what they faid 
at their little meals·, where they take upon them to 
pafs t-heir judgment on their general; 'he went (fays 
' Tacitus) to enjoy his reputation and glory.' 

You mufi command by example. rather than au­
thority : Admiration forces men to imitation, much 
·fooner than command : T o live at your eafe, and 
trea t your foldiers haribly, is to be their tyrant, and 
not their general. 

CO N SIDER with what view authority was fir .fl: in­
ftitu ted, and in what manner it !ho'Uld be exercifed: 
' tis virtue, and the natural refpecl which the world 
pays to it, that made men confent to obedience. 
You are an ufurper of authority, if you do not poffefs 
i t upon that foo ting. In an empire where reafort !hall 
govern, all the world !hould be on a level, and no 
difi:incrioR be paid but to virtue. 

HuMANI TY itfelf fuffers by the vaft difference 
that fortu ne has put between one man and another. · 
' Tis not any dignity, or haughtinefs , but your ~ erit, 
t'1hat fhould diftinguifh you from the vu lgar. Con­
fi der t he advan tages of a noble birth, an d high fl:a­
t ion, only as goods which fortune lends you, and not 

ai 
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a~ diftinctions annexed to your perfon, and tha.t make 
a part of yourfelf. If your quality raifes you ·above 
the ordinary world, think how much you have in 
common with other men by y0ur weakneffes, which 
confound you with them : let juilice, then, fl:op the 
motions of your pride, which would diHinguifh you 
from them. 

KN ow that the fir/1: laws which you ought to obey, 
are thofe of humanity: Remember that you are a 

. man, and that you command over men. When the 
fon of Marcus Aurelius loft his preceptor, the cour­
tiers found fault with him for weeping on that occa­
fion. Marcus Aurelius faid to them:_ ' Allow my 
' fan to be a man, before he comes to be an em­
,~ peror.' 

_ FORGET always what you are, when humanity re­
quires it of you; but nevfr forget it when true glory 
~!llls upon you to remember it . In fine, if you have 
any authority, ufe it only for the happinefs of others. 
Admit them near you, if you are great yourfelf, in­
ft:ead of keeping them at a diil:ance : neve_r make 
them feel their inferiority; and live with them, a?> 
you would have your foperiors live with you. 

THE greate/1: part of mankind do not know how 
to live with themfelves: all their care is rather how 
to get rid of thernfclves, and they fpend their time in 
feeking for happinefs in exterior objects. You fhould, 
if it be poiliLle, fix your felicity within yourfelf, and 
.find ih your own breaft an equivalent for the advan­
tages which fortune denies you; yo.u will be more 
eafy as to them; but it mufi: be a principle of reafoi;1 
that brings you thus to yourfelf, and not an averfion 
for mankind. 

M3 You 
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You love folitude ; they reproach you with being 

too private; I do not find fault with your tafte , but 

you muft not let the focial virtues fuffer from it. Retire 

into yourfelf, fays Marcus Aurelius; prathfe often 

this retreat cf the foul, you will improve yourfelf by 

it. Have fome maxim to call up your reafon, and 

for tify your princjples upon occafion. Your retire­

ment makes you acquainted with good authors : ju­

diciou s men do not crcud their minds indiffereritly 

with all forts oflearning, but choofe their fubjetl: . 

TA KE care th~t your ftudies influence your man­

ners, and that all the profit of your reading be turned 

to virtue . Try to find out the firft prin ciples of things, 

and do not fubjetl: yourfelf fervilely to the opinions of 

the vulgar. 

You R ordinary reading fhould be hifrory, but al­

ways ufe reRec1ion with it. If you only think of fill­

ing your memory with facts, and polifhing your 

mind with the thoughts and opinions of the ancients, , 

you will only lay up a magazine of other people's no- · 

tions: one quarter of an hour's refletl:ion improves 

and forms the mind more than a great deal of read­

ing. A wantoflearning is not fomuch to be dread­

ed, as error and falfe judgments. 

REFL ECT ION is the guide that leads to truth: 

confider fact.s only as au thorities to fupport reafon, 

or as fubjetl:s to exercife it. 

HI STD R Y will inftruE you in your bufinefs ; but 

after you have drawn from it all the advantage proper 

for your profeffion, there is a moral ufe to be made of 

it, which is of much greater confequence to you . 

TwE 
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THE firft fc~cnce of man is human nature. Leave 

politics to miniiters, and what bebngs to gra:ide1.;r t 

p rinces; but do )OU find ou~ the man in the prince ; 

obferve him in the courfe of common life:; re~ l- o,v 

low he finks, when he gives himfelt up to his paffions. 

An irreguiar con duel: is always followed with <lifmd 

cunfequences. 

To itudy hiftory is, to ftudy the pailions and O?i­

nio.ns of men ; 'tis to examine them thoroughly; 'tis 

to pull the mafk off their actions, which a peared 

great whilft they were veiled , and confecratcd as it 

were by fuccefs, but often become contemptible when 

the motive of them is known. There is nothing more 

ambiguous than the aclions of men. vVe muft trace 

them up to their principles) if we would know them 

rightly. 'Tis neceffary to be fore of the fpirit of our 

actions, before we glory in them. 

vV E do little good, and a great deal of ill; and 

have the knack~ too, of fpoiling and depraving tl e 

little good that we do. · 

S EE Princes in hifr-ory, and e1fewhcre, as fo many 

Acl:ors on the H:ag~ ; they no ,vay co :1ccrn you, bu t 

by the qualities which we have in common with them . 

This is fa true, that fuch hiHorians as have fet them­

felves to defcribc them rather as men than kings , and 

!hew them to us in their private life, give u~ the 

mofl: pleafure: we find ourfelves out in them: we 

Jove to fee our own weakne.ffes in great men. This 

confoles us in fome meafure for our own lownefs, and 

raifrs us in fome fort to their elevation. 1n fhort, 

co nfrd,:,r a hiflory as a regifter of times, and a picrur~ 

of mann ers : you may difcover yourfolf there, with­

out any offence to your vanity, 

M4 I SH ALL 
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I SHALL exhort you, my fon, rather to take pains 
with your heart, than to improve your underftanding; 
that ought to be the great ftudy of your life. The 
true greatnefs of man lies in the heart; it muft be 
elevated by a[ piring to great things, and by daring 
to think ourfolves worthy of them. 'Tis as becom­
ing to encourage a little vanity within one's felf, as 
it is ridiculous to ihew it to others. 

TA l( E care to have thoughts and fentiments worthy 
of you. Virtue raifes the dignity of man, and vice 
degrades him. If one was unhappy enough to want 
an honeft heart, one ought for one's O\~n intereft to 
correct it: nothing makes a man truly valuable but 
his heart, and nothing but that can make him happy; 
fince our happinefs. depends only on the nature of our 
incliµations. If they are fuch a:; lead you to trifling 
pa{Eons, you will be the fport of their vain attach­
ments: thi:y offer you cfl.o~vers; but always (as 
" Mont~igne fays) mi!1:ruft the treachery of your 
{ pleafnres,' 

WE muft not indulge ourfe1ves long in things that 
pleafe us ; the moment that we give ourfelves up to 
them, we lay the foundation of our forrows. The 
generality of mankind employ the firft par:t of their 
life in making the reft of it miferable. You mull: not 
abandon -reafon in your pleafures~ if you would find it 
again in your troubles. 

IN ihort, keep a ftricl: guard over your heart, it is 
tbe fource of innocence and happinefs. You will not 
pay too dear for the freedom of your mind and heart, 
though you purchafe it by the facrifice of your plea­
fures~ as was the fay-ing of an ingenious man. Never 

ex-
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expect, then, to reconcile fe~fuali ty wit1 g 1or~·, or 

the charm of voluptuoufoefs with the r,•compence of 

virtue. However, when you bid adieu to ple:.iture", 

you will find in other things fatisfachun enough o 

make you amends . There are various forts of it : 

Glory and truth have their pleafures ; they are the 

delights of the foul and heart. 

LEARN likewife to reverence and ftand in awe of 

yourfelf. The foundation of happinefs is laid in the 

peace of the mind, and fecret tefiimony of the con ­

fcience . By the word confcience, I mean the inward 

fenfe of a nice honour, which affures you th at you have 

nothing to reproach yourfe]f with . Again, how happy 

is it to know how to l ive with one's felf, to re new your 

acquaintance there with ple::tfure, and gu1l yourfelf 

for a time with regret! The \Vorld then indeed is 

lefs neceffary to·· you; but take care it does not make 

you out of humour with it : One muCT: not entertain 

an averft on for men ; they will defert you when yo u 

defert them; You have fl:ili occafion for them, you are 

not either of an age or profeffion to do withoutthem ;­

but when one knows how to live with one's felf as. 

well as with the world, they are two p1eafures that 

fupport one another • 

. A PASSION for glory may contribute greatly to. 

your advancement a!1d happinefs : but it may like­

wife make you u nhappy and defpicable, if you know 

not how to govern- it : 'tis the molt aclive and lalhag 

of all our inclinations. T he love of glory is the laft 

paffion -that quits us; but we mull not confound it 

with vanity. Vanity a ims at the approbation of 

other people; true glory, at the itcret teitimony of 

th e confcienre. Eirdeavour to gracify the paffion 

that you have for glory ; make furi; oJ this inward 
tefti~ 
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teftimci1y ; ycur tribunal is fcated in your cwn 
brcaft, why then riould. you feek it elfewhere? You 
can always be a judge of your own worth. Let men 
ciifpute y0ur good qua iities, if ,they pleafe ; as they 
do not know y,rn , you can eafily confole yourftlf. It 
isnocoffo muc¾ confequenceto b th~, ught an honeft 
man, as to b~ one . Such as do not mind lhe appro­
b,,tion of other people, bnt only aim at defer ing it, 
t ake the fure:l way to o!Jt.:: in both. Wh at affinity 
j s there betv:ecn the greatnefs of rran, and the little­
ncfs of the things which m.::!;:e the fu ]. jecl of his glo­
rying ? There is nothi ng fo ill fuited as his dignity, 
and the ,vanity that he derives from an infinite num­
ber of trifling thing$ : a glory fo ill grounded f11'ews 
a great \Vant of meri t. Perfcns th at are truly great 
arc not fo bject to the infatuations of vain-glory. 

ONE mufl:, if it be poilible, my fon, be content 
wiLh one's condition in the world : there is nothing 
more rare and valuable, than to fin' perfons that are 
fatisfied with it. 'Tis our own fa ult. There is no 
condition of life fo bad, but it has one good fide . 
Every fituation has its point of view; we fhould 
pl ace it in that fav ourable light, and !hall find tlut 
i t is not the fau lt of our fituat ions, but pur~ly our 
own . Vv e h1ve much more reafon to co m pl.tin of 
our own tem per, than of fortune. We lay all the 
bla;ne upon events, when all the fault lies upon our 
own difcontent; the evil is within us, let us not frek 
for i t 2..ny where elfe . By qll alifying our temper, we 
often change our fortune. J tis much eafier for us to 
adju!t: ourfelves to thi ngs, than to adjufi things to 
our(elves. A great application to find out a remedy 
frequently irri tates the difeafe, and the imaginatiGn 
confpires with the parn to increafe and fortify i t . :\ 

dwel iing 
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d welling upon misfortunes renews them, by making 

1 t hem prefent to the mind. An ufelefs ft r uggling to 

g e t out of our circ urnftances, m akes us flO\.ver in con­

t raB:ing an acqt:ain tance with ch.err., whid1 would 

m ake them fit eafy on us. One m :1ft ,dways give 

way to, misfortur.es; have recourfe to pati::.ncc : 'tis 

the only way to allevia te th em . 

IF you would do yourfelf jufiice> you will be con ­

t ent with your ficuation. J dare fay, that after the 

lofs we have fuffered, if ym~ had h:!d a1~otl er mct!ier , 

you would be frill foll er of coL1p!aints. l{ efletl on 

the advantages of your condition, and you \\ill be lefs 

fenfible of the difficulties of it. A w•fe mai1 in the 

fame circumfian ces with others, has more <1.dvantages, 

and feels fewer inconvenien:::es, than they. 

You may depend upon it, that there is no cond i­

t ion but has its troubles; 'cis the fituation of human 

life; there is nothing pure and unblended in i t. 

'Tis to pretend to exempt one's felf from the com ­

mon law of our nature, to ex1 
eel a confl:ant happi­

n efs The very perfons that y0u think the happieft, 

would hardly appear fo to you , if you knew the exact 

fituaticn of their fortune, or their heart. Thofe d1at 

are raifed the higheH: ar~ freg uen tly the moil: un­

happy. With great employments , and vulgar 

maxims, one is always refl:lefs and uneafy : ' tis not 

places, but reafon th.at removes anxiety from the 

mind. If you are wife, fortune can neither inGeafe 

nor diminiih your happinefa. 

Ju o GE by yourfelf, and not by the oprn10ns of 

o thers . Misfortu nes and d iforders arife from falfe 

j t1dgments ; falfe j ud.gments from our paffions, and paf­
fioiu 
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£ans from ourconverfation with mankind : you always come from them more perfect th an you were before. To weaken the impreilion that they make upon you , and to moderate your defires and inquietudes, confider that time is continually runnin'g away with your pains as v. eil as yo"r pleafures ; that every moment, young as you are, carries orr a part of yourfelf ; that all things are perpetually finking into the abyfs of p afi time, thence never to return again . 

ALL that you fee greateft on earth meets with the ve ry fame tr ea tment as yourfelf. The honours, the digni ties, the precedences fettled among men, are mere fhews and ceremonies, without any reality ; · do not imagine that they are qualities infeparable from their being. Th us ougin you to confider foch as are above you ; but take in your view likewife an infinite number of miforable wretches that are below you : the difference between you and them is owing only to ~hance ; but pride and the great opinion we have of ourfelves make us think that the good con~ dition we are in is no more than our due , and confider every -thing that we do not enjoy as a robbery of ' w hat iliould belong to us : you cannot but fee plain­ly that nothing is more unreafon able than fuch an . imagination . Enjoy, my fon, the advantages of your circumHances; but fu.fFer patiently the inconveni­ences th at attend them.- Confider, that ~vherever there are men, there are unhappy creatures . Enlarge your mind, if poffible, fo far as to forefee and know all the accidents that can befall you. In a 1ord, re­Jnem ber that a man's happine(s depends on his mao­rrers and conduct; • but the higheft felicity is to feek for it in the paths of innocence, and there one never 
fails to find it. 

MAX IMS, 
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M A X I - M s 
AND 

~1 0 R A L R E F L E C T I O N S~ 

_,.,. BY THE 

DUKE DE LA ROCHEFOUCAULT. 

«, Read in the morning fome ofLaRochefouc1rnlt's Maxims; 

-" conlicler them, examine them well, and compare them 

" ,,,ith t'he real Char2tl:ers you meet in the evening*. 

" Till you come to kl1ow mankind by your owri expe.i 

" rience, I know no thing, nor no man, that can, in the 

'' mean time, bring you fo well ~cquainted wirh them as Le 
"Due de la Rochefoucault. His little Book of Maxims, 

" which I would advi fe you to look into, for forne momeht:a 

" at leaf1- , every day of you1 life, is, I fear , too like and too 

'' exa-tl: a picture of Human Nature. I own, it feems to 

1 
, . degrade it; but yet my 1 experience does not ccnvi1~·ce 

"me that it degrades it unjufrly +." 

T HE de fire of appearing to be pe.rfons of ability 
often prevents our being fo. 

,. 

No accidents a,re ' fo unlucky, but that the prudent: 
may draw fome advantage from them :. nor are there 

* .See Chefterfield's Letters, Letter 225. t Letter 2 7 3. 

any 
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any fo lucky, but what the imprudent may turn to 
their prejudice. 

GR EAT aO;ions, the luft re of which dazzles us, are 
re pref en ted by po1iticians as the effect of deep defign ; 
whererts they are commonly the effctl:s of caprice 
and pailion. Thus the war between Auguftus and 
Antony, fuppofed to be owing to their ambition to 
give a MaH:er to the world, arofe probably from 
jealoufy. 

THERE is nothing of which we are fo liberal as 
of advice. 

\VE may give advice; but we cannot give conduet. 

WE are never made fo ridiculous by the qualities 
we have, as by thofe we affeel to have. 

WE had better appear to be what we are, than af­
fea to appe::tr \.Vhat we are not. 

WE judge fo fu perficially of things, that common 
words and aclions, fpoke and done in an agreeable 
manner, with fome knowledge of what paffes in the 
world, often fucceed beyond the greateft ability. 

T H E ambitious deceive themfelves in propofing an 
end to their,ambition ; for that end, when attained, 
l:>ecomes a means . 

WHEN great men foffer themfelves to be fobdued 
by the length of their misfortunes, they difcover that 
the ft rength of their ambition, not of their under­
ftanding, was that which fopported them. They dif-

cover, 
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cover, too, that, allowing for a little vanity, heroes 

are j ufi: like other men. 

\VE pafs often from love to ambition; but we 

feldom return frnm ambition to love. 

THOSE who apply themfelves too mt:.ch to little 

things, commonly become incapable of great ones. 

FEw things are impraclic~ble in tJ,cmf.·lves; and 

it is for want of appli cation, rather than of means, 

that men fail of fuccefs, 

Av AR 1 CE is more oppofite to reconomy than 

liberality. 

EXTREME avarice almofl: always makes mif.:akes. 

There is no pafiion that oftener miffes its aim, nor oa 

which the prefent has fo much influence in prejudice 

of the future. 

AvARICE cfren produces contrary ef:eB.s. There 

are many people who facri.fice their whole fortunes to 

dubious and difl:ant expectations; there are others who 

contemn great future for little prefent advantages. 

WE like better to fee. thofe on whom we confer 

benefits, than thofe from ,whom we receive them. 

CI v r Lr TY is a deft re to receive civility, and to be 

accounted well-bred. 

THAT con duel: often fee ms ridiculous, the fecrct 

reafons of which are wife and folid, 

A MAN 
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A MAN often imagines he acts, when he is acted 
upon ; and w.hile his mind aims at one thing, his 
heart infeniib]y gravitates towards another. 

IN converfation confidence has a greater !hare 
than wit. 

IN love there are two forts of con frarrcy : one 
arifes from our continually .finding in the favourite 
object fre!h motives to love; the other, from our 
making it a point ofhonour to be conftant. 

-·No NE but the contemptible are apprehenfive of 
£on tempt. · 

ONE reafon why we meet with fo few people who 
are rea!onable and agreeable in converfation is, that 
there is fcarce _any body who ri ces 1.ot think more of 
what he has to fay, than of an r- 1ering what is faid to 
him. Even thofe who have the mcfl: add refs and po­
Jitenefs, think they do enough if they only Jcem to be 
attentive; at the fan e time their e)CS and their 
minds betray a difrrattion as to what is addreffed to 
them, and an impatience to return to what they 
themfelves were faying: not reflet ing, that to be 
thus ftudious of pleafing themfelves, is but a poor 
way of pleafing or Lonvincing others; and tha to 
hear patien tly, and anfwer preci{ely, are the great 
perfections of converfation . 

WE eafily forget cri~es that arc known only to 
ourfelves. 

THE gre:iteft of all cunning is, to feem blind to 
the fnares laid for us; rn"n arc never fo eafi!y de­

ce:ved 
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ceived as while they are endeavouring to deceive 
others. 

Cu N N 1 N c and treachery proceed from want of 
capacity. 

THE fore way to be cheated is, to fancy ourfelves 
more cunning than other., , 

FEW people are well acquai ted with Death, It 
is generally fubmitted to through ftup,i dl ty and cuf­
tom, not reiolu tion: moil: men die, merely becaufe 
they cannot help it. 

DE AT H and the Sun are not to be looked at fl:eadily. 

IT is as eafy to deceive ourfelves without our per­
ceiving it, as it is difficult to deceive others without 
their perceiving it. 

D E GEN CY is the Ieafl: of all laws, but the moll 
ftriclJ y obfr rved. 

IT is much eafier to fopprefs a firft de fire, than to 
fatisfy thofe that follow. 

BEFORE we paffionately wifu for any thing, we 
fhould examine into the happinefs of its poffeifor. 

WERE we perfectly acquainted with the objecl:, we 
fhould never paffionately defire it . 

WERE we to t ake as much pains to be what we• 
ought , as we do ,to difguife what we are, we might 
appear li ke ourfelves, without being at the trouble of 
any dif guife at all. 

. w~ 
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WE are fo ufcd to difguife ourfelves to others, 
that at lafl: we become difguifed even to ourfelves. 

A MAN who finds not iatisfacl:ion in himfr;lf, feeks 
for it in vain elfewhere. 

EN VY is more irreconcileable than hatred. 

ENVY is deftroyed by true fri€ndihip, and co­
quetry by true lo'7e. 

A c 'It EA 'i' genius will fin c·erely acknowledge his 
defecls as well as his perfeclions : it is a weaknefs, 
1!Dt to own the ill as well as the good that is in us. 

HA o we no faults ourfelves, we fhould take lefs 
pleafrire in obferving thofe of others. 

FLATTERY is a fort of bad money, to which our 
vani~y gives s;urrency. 

WE fhould manage our fortune like our confritu­
tion ; enjoy it when goo<l, ha-ve patience when bad, 
and nevet apply violent remedies but in cafes of 
neceility. 

IT is mote difhonourab!e to diil:rnfl: a friend, than 
to he deceived by him. 

WE always love thofe who adrn'ire us; but we do 
not always love thofe whom 'We admire. 

RARE anrue loxe is, it is lefs fo tban true friend/hip. 

THE greateft effort of friendfhip is, not the difco-· 
very of our faults to a friend,' but the endeavouring 
to make him fee his own, 

A POOL 
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A FOOL has not 11:uff enough to make a good man • 

. RE so Lu TE people alone can be truly g ad-na­

tured; foch as commonly fcem fo are weak, and 

eafily foured. 

Goon fenfe fhould be the tefr of all rules, both 

ancient _and modern: whatever is incompatible with 

good fenfe is fa!fe. 

IT is more difficult to prevent being governed, 

than to govern others. 

GR Av 1 TY is a m yfterious carriage of the body, 

invented to cover the defects of the mind. 

A coon grace is to .the body, what good fenfe 

is to the mind. 

No NE are either fo happy or fo unhappy as they 

1magme . 

. vVE take lefs pains to be happy, than to appear fo. 

HAP PINES S is in the tafl:e , not in the thing; and 

we are made happy by poffeiling what we ourfelves 

love, not what others think lovely. 

WHEN our hatred is violent, it finks us even be­

neath thofe we hate. 

EvER y body fpeaks well of his heart, but no one 

dares to f peak well of his head. 

THE head is always the dupe of the heart. 

THE head can not Ion g act the part of the heart. 

N z 
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0 NE acq wired hQnour is furety for more. 

HoP E, deceitful as it is, carries us agreeably 
through life. 

Ou R humour is more in fault than our under­
fianding. 

Tiu calm or dif.qui.€t of our. temper depends not 
fo much on affairs of moment, as ©n the difpofoion 
of the trifles that daily occur. 

R YPOC R ISY is the liomage that vice pays to virtue· .. 
.. 

IT is a miftake to imagine, that the violent paf-
fi.ons only, foch as ambition and love, can triumph 
over the reft. Idlenefs, languid as it is, often rnaf­
ters them all; fhe indeed influences all our defigns 
·and aaions, and infenfi.bly confurnes and deftroys 
both paffions 'and virtues. 

l D LE N·~ss is more in the mind than in the body. 

OKLY fuch perfons who avoid givingjea!oufy are 
d€ferving of it. 

JE ALOu.'sy is always born with love, but does not 
.always die with it. 

JEALOUSY is nourifhed by doubt; it either be­
comes rnadnefs~ or ceafes,, as foon as we arri v.e at 

,certainty. 

IN -jealouf y there is lefs love than felf-love. 

THERE is a f pecies of love w hofe excefs prevent~ 
-jealoufy. 

P w 1 LOSOP Hy eafily triumphs over paft and future 
ills i but prifent ills triumph over philofophy. 



:tvIAXIMS AND MORAL REFLECTIONS. 1 Sr 

THE good we have received from a man !hould 

make us bear with the ill he does us. 

IT is lefs dangerous to do ill to mofr men, than to 

do them too much good. 

WE feldom find people ungrateful fo long as we 

are in a condition ·to ferve them. 

INTEREST (peaks all languages, and .acts all parts, 
even that of dijintcrejlednifs itfelf. 

INTREPIDITY is an extraordinary frrength of 

foul, that renders it fuperior to the trouble, diforder, 

and emotion, which the appearance of danger is apt 

to excite. By this quality heroes maintaia their 

tra.nq uilli ~y, aod preferve the free u fe of their rea­
fon, in the mofl: furpri11n g and dreadful accidents. 

EvER Y one complains .of the badnefs of his me­

mory, but nobody of his judgement. 

To know things well, we fuould know them in 

detail ; and as that is in a manner infinite, our 

'knowledge therefore is always fuperficial and im­
perfect. 

No difguife can long conceal love where it is, nor 

feign it where it is not. 

To judge -of love by moil: of its effects, one would 
think it more like hatred than kindnefs. 

TH ERE is only one fort of love, but there a:re a 

.thoufand different copies -0f it. 

I 
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L ovE. like fire, canno· fubfift without continual 
motion ; it ceafes to exiH:, as foon as it ceafes to hope 
or f " r . 

TH ERE are people who ,~ould never have been in 
love, had they never h~ard talk of it. 

To fall in love, is much eafier than to get rid of 
it . 

NOVELTY to love is like the _bloom to fruit; it 
g·ves a luftre, which i; eafily effaced, but never 
returns. 

IT is impoffible to love thofe a fecond time whom 
we have really ceafed to love. 

IN love, thofe who are.fi;ji cured, are be.fl cured. 

ALL the paffions make us commit faults ; but love· 
makes us guilty of t~e moft ridiculous ones. 

To ftudy men, is more necelfary than to ftudy 
books. 

TH E truly horie1l man is he who value th not him­
felf on any thing. 

I-IE muft be a truly honefl: man who is willing to 
be always open to the infpeclion of honeit men. 

A MAN of fenfe may love like a m adman, but 
never like a fool. 

So ME people are difgufting with great merit; 
others with great faults very pleafing. 

OuR. 
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Our merit procures us the elleem of men of fenfe, 

and our good fortune that of the public. 

THE appearance of merit is oftener rewarded by 

the world than merit itfelf. 

WE fhould not judge of a man's merit by his great 

qualities, but by the ufe he makes of them. 

FE\v people know bo=w to be old. 

OPPORTUNITIES make us known to ourfelves 

and others. 

THE paffions are the only orators that always fuc­

ceed. They are, as it were, Nature's art of elo­

quence, fraught with infallible rules. Simplicity, 

with the aid of the pailions, perfuades more than the 

utmoft eloquence without it. 

So much injufrice and felf-intereft enter into the 

compofition of the paffions, that it is very dangerous 

to obey their diclates ; and we ought to be on our 

guard againft them, even when they feem moft rea-

fonable-. · 

ABSENCE de{hoys fmall paffions, and increafe3 

great o'.'les ; as the wind extinguifhes tapers, and kin .. 

dles fires. 

W H 1 LE the heart is frill agitated by the remain_» 

of a paffion, it is more fufceptible of a new one, 

than when entirely at reft. 

HE who is pleaf::> d with nobody, is much mor.e 

unhappy than ~1e with whom nobody is pleafe~. 

N4 
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IF we were not proud ou rfelves, we IhoulJ not 
complain of the pride of others . . 

WE promife according to our hopes, and perform 
.according to our fe ars. 

MosT men, like plants, have fecret properties, 
which chance difcovers . 

PRUDENC E and iove are inconfiftent; in propor­
tion as the laft .increafes, the other de ... reafes. 

FEW are fo wife as to prefer ufeful reproof to 
treacherous praife. 

THERE are reproaches that praifc, and praifes that 
reproach. 

AMBITION to merit praife fortifies our virtue. 
Praife beftowed on wit, valour, and beauty, contri­
butes to their augmentation. 

IT is not enough to have great qualities; we muft 
alfo have the management of them. 

IT is with fomegood qualities as with the fenfes; 
they are incomprehenfible and inconceivable to fuch 
as are deprived of them. 

NATURALLY to be without envy is a certain in­
dication of great qualities. 

QyARRELs would never laftlong, if the fault was 
on one fide only. 

VIE never defire ardently what we defire rationally. 

WHATEVER ignominy we may have incurred, it 
is almoft always in our power to re-eftabliili our 
r.ep u ta tion. 

How 
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How can we eXcpect tr. :: t ::not.1er ili o u! keep our 

fecre t , when i t is more th a.1 \\e can J.o our:cl· .... ., t 

SE r. F-Lov 1. is more ar tful th an the moft artLl of 

men. 

SELF-LOVE, well or ill condueed, con!E~ u!cs \·ir­

tue and vice. 

Hu MAN prudence, rightly underftood, is circum­

fpett, enlightened felf- love. 

NOTWITHSTAND I NG all the difcoveries th1t have 

been made in the regions of [elf-love, there ihil .re­

mains much ten-a incognita. 

IT is ]efs di ffi cult to feign the fenfations we have 

not, than to conceal thofe we have. 

AFFECT E D fimplicity i s refined impo1:ure. 

THE health of the fou l is as precarious as that of 

the boJy; for •,,vhen we fr ern fecu1 e from pafiions, we 

are no 1 fs in d anger of t hei r infe6.i0 n, than we are 

of falling ill when we appear to be_ well. 

T HE RE are rel apfes in the di flempers of the foul, 

as well as in thofe of the bo:l.y : th us \Ve often mif­

take for a cure, what is no more th an an intermif­

fi.on, or a ch ange of difeafe. 

THE flaws of the foul refcmb!c the wounds of the 

body ; the fc::tr al wa ys appears, and they arc in dan­

g er of breaking open af.ain. 

A s it is the characlerifl ic of great W its to fay 

much in fe w words, fo fm all VI/ i ts feem to h:i.ve the 

gift of [peaking much, an d fa ying nothing . 

Trrn 
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TH E exceffi ve p1eafu re we fi nd in talking of our­
fel ves , ought to make us apprehenfi.ve that it give3 
but lit tle to our :rn<litors. 

IT is nen:r more diffi cult to fpeak well, than when 
we are aOumcd of our frl ence. · 

A coo o ta fie is the effect of judgment more than 
underfl:anding. 

TrTL E S, ir.ftead of exalting, debafe thofe who act 
- not up to them . 

VA LOUR in priva t.e foJ diers is a hazardous trade, 
taken up to get a livelihood. 

PERF E CT va1our confi fis in doing without witnef­
fes, a11 we fhould be capable of doing before the 
\\ hcle world. 

No man can anfwer for •his CQurage who has ne­
ver been in danger. 

IF vanity really overturns -not the virtues) it cer­
tainly makes them totter. 

THE mofl violent pa!Iions have their intermiffions: 
vanity alone gives us no ref_pite. 

THE reafon why the pangs of fhame and jealoufy 
are fo fharp, is this : Vanity gives us no aili ib.nce in 
fop porting them. 

· \ iV H E N our · vices hav.e left us, we flatter ourfelve, 
that ,we 11ave left tbem. 

PROSPERITY is a ftronger trial of virtue th an ' ,. auvcrnty . 

TH E virtues are loft in intereft, as rivers are in the 
fea. 

To 

"' 
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To the honour of virtue it mufl. b~ acknowledged, 

that the greatei1: misfor unes befal men trom their 

vices. 

WE def pife not ail thofe who lnve vices ; but we 

defpife all thofe who l~avc no virtues. 

THERE are people, who, like new fongs, are in 

vogue only for a time. 

TttosE are mi!bken ,vho imagin~ wit and judge­

men t to be two diflincl thjngs . J udzement is onl y 

the perfection of wit, w, ich penetrates into the re­

ce.ffes of th ings , o-bfer 1es all that merits o i·.fc rvation, 

and perceives what feems imperceptible... We m ult 

therefore agree, that it is extenfi,•c \ 'it which pro­

-duces all the eB-efts attribute to jud6ene 1t. 

IT is a common fault to be never fatisfied w:th our 

fortune, nor diffat1sfied with our underH:anding. 

PoLIT ENESS of mind con:fifl:s in a courteous and 

delicate conception. 

THE defects of the mind, like thofe o f the face, 

grow worfe as we grow ol<l. 

IT is a b~tter em ployment of the underft:.i.nding~o 

bear the misfortunes that aaually befal us, than to 

penetrat~ in to thofe th rt t may. 

THOSE who have but one fort of wit, are fore 

not to pJeafe long. 

A M AN of fenfe fine-ls lefs difF.culty in fubmitting 

to a wrong-headed fellow, than in atternptino- to fet 

him right. 

0 

THE 
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THE labours of the body free men froin pains of 
the m ind. This it is that con/1:itutes t'he happinefs 
of the poor . 

SMALL geniufes are hurt by fmall events: great 
geniufes fee thr,J u3h and <lefpife them. 

WEAK:N E.ss is more oppofite to virtue than is vice 
.itfelf. 

WEAK people are it:1capab!e of finr: ~rity. 

fr t::ere be a m a l'l. whofe weak fi de has never been. 
clifcovered, it i :, only becaufe we have never accu­
!'ately looked for it. 

\VE often forg ive tho fe who tire us, but cannot 
forg ive thofe whc m we tire. 

W E h ave more power than will ;. and it is only to 
-difrulpate us to ourfelves, that we often think thing, 
im praclicable. 

MAN 's chief wifdorn coniifts in knowing his follies. 

W1sn6M is to the mind what health is to the 
body. 

TH E,, common foible of women who bave bcm 
h andforne, is to forget th at they are now no longer 
fo. 

OF all the vi.o!ent p ailions, that which leafr mif­
becornes a woman is L ove. 

YouTH is continual intoxication. It is the fever 
of Reafon .. 

TEN 



TEN P R E C E P T S 

GIVE N BY 

VvILLIAM LORD DURGI-ILEY, 

lORD- HIGH TRE ASURER OF Er;G LAr:n.,. 

TO HIS SECOND SON 

ROB ERT C E C I L, 

AFTERWARD'.> TH E EARL OP SALISBURY .. 

SON ROBERT, 'THE virtuous inclina~ion of thy rr.atchlefs mo-

ther, by whofe tender <!.nd godly care thy in­

fancy was governed, together with thy education un~ 

der fo zealous and excellcn t a tQtor, puts me in .ra-· 

ther affurance than hope, that you are not ignorant of 

that Jtm-irmun bonum, which is only able to make .thee 

happy as well in thy death as life ; I mean, th e true 

knowledge and worfhip of thy Creator an d Redeemer., 

without which all other things are vain and mifer4 

able: fo that, thy youth being guided by fo fu fiicie nt 

fl teacher, I make no doabt but he will fornifb thy 

life with divine and moral documents . Yet, that I 

may not cafL off the care befceming a parent towa1:ds 

his child, or that thou fhouldefr have caufe to · derive 
" tl1y whole felicity and welfare rather from others 

th an from whence thou receivedft thy breath and 

being, I think it fit and agreeable to the affection I 

bear thee, to help t hee with fuch rules and adver- . 

~.ifem~.nts for the fqua1ing of thy life:, as are rather 
o-aincd. 
0 
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gained by experience than by much reading ; to 
the end that , enteri!1g into this exorbitant age, thou 
rnaye!t be the be t ter prepared to f1rnn thofe fcandalous 

co urfes wherennto the world , and the lack of experi­

ence, may eafil y draw th ee. And becaufe I will not 
confound th y memory, I have reduced them in Ten 

Precepts; and, next unto Mofe.:; ' tables, if thou im­
print them in thy mind , thou !halt reap the benefi t, 
and I the content . And they are thefe fol1owing: 

I. 

WHEN it !hall pleafe God to bring thee to man's 
efrate, ufe great providence and circu mfpetlion in 
chufing thy wife; for from thence will fpring all thy 

future good or evil : and it is an ,,cEon of life, like 

unto a frratagem of war, where-in a man can er r bu t 

once. If thy eftate be goo<l , match near home an d 
at leifore ; if weak, far off 11d quickly. Enquire 

diligently of her difpofition, and how hc-r parents 
have been indined in their yo'..lth. Let her not be 

p 0or, how generous foever ; for a man can buy no­

thing in the marke t with gen~iiity .. N or choofe a 

bafe an d uncomely creature altogether for wealth; 

for it will caufe contempt in others , and loa.thiq.g in 

thee. Neither m~ke choice of a dwarf, or a fool ; 
for, by the one thou !hal t beget a race of piemies, 
the other will be thy continu.11 difgrace; and i t will 
virke tl1ee to liear her talk : for thou fnalt find it to 
J , 

t hy great grie f, that there is nothing more fulfom e 

th an a !he-fool. 

A ND, to uching the guiding of thy houfe, let thy 

h ofp,it:1.1ity be m~derate rand, accordin; to the means 

of thy eitate, rather pl~:.itifoi than fpari:1g, but not 
coflly ; 
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cofily; for I never knew any man grow poor by 

keeping an orderly tab le. But fcm e confume thera ­

felves through fecrec vices, and their hofpita 11ty bears 

the blame. But b an ifh fwinifh drunkarus out of 

thine houfe, which is a vice impairing health, con­

fu wi ng much, and makes no fhew. I never h~ard 

praife afcribed to t he d ru nkard, but for tl:e well­

bearing of his drink ; which is a better commenda­

tion for a brewer's horfo or a dray-man, than f. r 

either a gentleman or a ferving• man . Beware tho1:1 

fpend not above three of four parts of thy revenues ,. 

nor above a third part of that in thy houfe; for the 

other two parts will do no more than defray thy ex­

traordinaries, which always furmount the ordinary by 

much: othenvife thou fha lt Eve, like a rich begg:-.r, in 

continual want. And the r"!eedy man can never live 

h appily nor contentedly; for every difafier makes him 

ready to mortgage or fell; and that gentle1:.1an who 

fells an acre of land , fells an ounce of cred;_t: for 

gentility is nothing- clfe but ancient riches; fo that 

if the foundation fhall at any time fink, the building 

mufr need follow. So much for the Fir1t Precep t. 

II. 

BR 1 NG thy childre!'l up in learning a11d obedience, 

yet without outw:irJ auflerity. Praiie them openly,. 

r eprehend the m fecretly . Give them good counte­

nance and convenient maintenance according to thy 

abili ty , otherwife thy life will feem their bondage; 

and what portiou t hou fnalt leave them at thy death, 

they will th2.nk D eath for it, and not thee. And I 

am perfu :lded -that the fcolifh cockcring of fome pa­

rents, and the over-fiern carriage of 01.h-ers, caufeth 

more men and women to tak.e ill courfcs, than their 
own 
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-own vicious inclinations, Marry tl1y daughters in 
time, left they marry themfelves. And fuifer not thy 
fons to p afs the A lps; for they fllall learn nothing 
there but pride, bl a1p hemy, and atheifm: and if by 
travel they get a fe w bro~-en languages, that fhall 
profit them nothing more than to have one meat 
ferved in divers dillies. N either, by m y confent, 
ilialt thou train them up in wars; for he that fets up 
his rei1: to live by that profeffion·, can hardly be an 
honeft man or a good chri!l:ian : befides, it is a fcience 
no longer in reg ueft than ufe; for foldiers in · peace 
are like chimneys in fummer. 

III. 
Lr'vE not in the country without corn and cattle 

about thte ; for he tha t putteth nis hand to the purfe 
for every ex pence of ho ufh old, is like him that k:eep­
eth water in a fieve : an d vh at provifion tho u !h alt 
want, learn to b uy it at t he heft J and; for t} ere is 
one- pen ny faved in four , betwixt buying in thy Peed, 
and when th e marke ts and feafo s ferve fi t teft for it. 
Be not fe r ved wi th ~:nfm en , or friends, er m en in­
treated to {b.y; fo t they expect much, and do li ttle : 
nor wi th fo ch ;i. 0 are amcrous; for their heads a re in­
toxicated. A :1d keep rather too few, than one too 
many. Feed them well, and p ay them with the rn oH; 
and then thou m ayeft boldly req uire fervice at thei r 
hands. 

IV. 
LET thy k indred and allies be welcome to thy 

houfe and tabl e . Grace them with thy countenance, 
and furth er them in all honeft actions; for by thefe 
means thouih:-Jt fa double the band of nature, as thou 
. fl1alt 
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Thalt find them fo many advocates to plead an apo­

logy for thee behind thy back. But fhake off thofe 

glow-worms, I mean parafites and fycophants, who 

will feed and fawn upon thee in the fummer of prof­

perity; but in adverfe ftorms they will £helter thee 

no more than an arbour in winter. 

v. 
BEWARE of foretyfhip for thy heft friends. .He 

that payeth another man's debts, freketh his own de­

cay. But if thou canft not otherwife chufe, rather 

]end thy money thyfelf upon good bonds, although 

thou borrow it; fo fhalt thou fecure thyfelf and plea­

fore thy friend. Neither borrow money of a neigh­

bour or a friend, but of a {hanger; where paying for 

it, thou fualt hear no more of it~ otherwife thou 

fhalt edipfe thy credit, lofe· thy freedom. and pay as 

dear as to another. But in borrowing of.money be 

- precious- of thy word; for he that hath care of keep­

ing days of payment, is lord of another man's purfe. 

VI. 
l , 

UN n ER TAKE no fuit again ft a poor man with re­

ceiving much wrong ; for, befides that thou makeft 

him thy compeer, it is a bafe conqueft to triumph 

where there is fmall refiftance. Neither attempt law 

againfi: any man before thou be fully refolved that 

thou haft right on thy fide, and then fpare not for 

either money or pains ; for a caufe or two fo followed 

and obtained, will ,free thee from fuits great part of 

thy life. 

0 ·VII. B~ 
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VII .. 

BE fore to keep fome great man thy friend, hue 
trouble him ~ot for trifles. Compliment him often 
with many, yet fmall gifts, and oflittle charge. And 
if thou haft caufe to beftow any great gratuity, let it 
be fomethi~g which may be daily in fight; other­
wife, in this ambitious age, thou !halt remain like a: 
hop without a pole, live in obfcurity, and be made a 

foot- ball for every infulting companion to f purn at. 

VIII. -

Tow AR bs thy fuperiors, be humble; yet generous; 
with thine equal.s, fa_miliar, yetrefpeclive. Towards 
thine inferiors fuew much humanity, and fame fami­
liarity; as to bow the body, ftretch forth the hand, 
and to uncover the head, with fuch like popular com­
pliments. The firft prepares thy; way to advance­
ment : the fecond makes thee known for a man well 
bred: the third gains a good report, which, once -
got, is eafily kept; for right humanity takes fuch 
deep root in the minds of the multitude, as they are 
eafilier gained by unprofitable courtefies than by 
churlifu benefits. Yet I advife thee not to affeB:or 
neglect popularity too much. Seek not to be Eifex: 

fhun to be Rawleigh. 

lX. 
TR usT not any man with thy life, credit, or 

eftate ; for it is mere folly for a man to en thrall him­
felf to' a friend, as though, occafion being offered, 

he !hould not dare to become the enemy. 

x. BE 
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x. 
BE not fcurrilous in converfation, nor fatirical in 

thy jefts : the one will make thee unwelcome to all 
company; the other pulls on quarrels, and gets thee 

hatred of thy befi: friends : for fuf picious jefl:s ( whea 

any of them favour of truth) leave a bitternefs in the 

minds of thofe which are touched. And albeit I 

have already pointed at this inclu{ively, yet I think 

it neceflarY. to leave it to thee as a fpecial caution ; 

becaufe I have feen many fo prone to quip and gird, 

as they would rather lofe their _ friend than t heir 

jel1:. And if perchance their boiling brain yield a 

quaint fcoff, they will travail to be delivered of it ·as 

a woman with child. ·Thefe niII_lblc fancies are but 

the froth of wit • 

• 

THE END. 
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