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A.

WORD OF AFFECTIONATE COUNSLL
FI-{OM A
TEACHER,

TO

A CHILD LEAVING SCHOOI.
e
L

THE period is tow arrived when you are ahout to
begin the world; and as the tenderest affections of my
beart are anxiously concerned for your present and
eternal happiness, permit me, at our parting, to re-
mind you of those principles which have been so re-
peatedly inculcated upon you; praying the Lord to
make them profitable to your soul, and a mean of in-
struction for your future conduct in life.—Remember,

I. You are, by nature, a poor helpless siuner (a), ex-
posed to the curse of a broken law (), und the just in-
dignation of an holy, sin-avenging God(c), from which
you can only find deliverance in the blood(d), righteous-
ness (e), and grace of the Lord Jesus Christ‘(f): these
are truths essentially connected with the salvation of your
immortal soul; and the mere assent of the mind or
judgment to them will not' avail, our Saviour having
expressly ‘declared, unless you are born again, you
cannot euter the kingdom of God(g). This divine
change is peculiarly the work of the Holy Ghost,
whose office in the covenant of grace 1s, 10 couvince,
convert, sanctify, and secal the pcoplu of God unto
the day of redemption (%); and, by a progressive wo:k
upon the heart, to meeten them, by a course of com-
mwunion with God on car th, for the eternal enjoyment

(a) Psalm li. 5, (d) Col. i, 14, (¢g) John iii. 5, 6.
(¢) Gal. iii. 10, (e) 2 Cor. v. 21. (h) Johm xvi. 13.
(e) Rom. 1. 18. ) Eph, ii. 8. . _Eph, iv. 30.



(3)
of God in heaven (). May you be enabled to consider
this important point deeply, that you may seek first,
and above all things, the kingdom_ of God and his
righteousness; and ull things else shall be added unto
you (k). : '

I1. Begin and end every day with humble prayer to
God, and with reading his holy word; undertake no-
thing without first seeking his blessing upon it (/); and
ask wisdom in the ways of his appointment ().

1H. Look well to the principle of your actions; re-
member the Lord isa God of judgment; by him actions
are weighed, and he will pour his awful curse vpon the
hypocrite and the deceiver(n).

LV. Maintain a strict regard to truth, Lying is the
offspring of hell; the devil was a liar irom 'he besin-
ning: and God declares that all liurs shall have their
portion in the lake that Liins with fire and brimstone
for ever (o).

V. Be dutiful and obedient tc your masters and su-
periors in all things; not purloining, but shewing all
good fidelity, that you may adorn the doctrine of God
our Saviour in all things(p). Be active and faithful in
the discharge of your business, and God will bless
you(q). ¢ :

V1. Let integrity and uprightness preserve you:
scornn a dishonest or mean action; live with a solemn
recollection of God’s presencein all places (»), aud never
use his holy name but with the most profound re-
verence (s). :

VIL. Shun idle and profane company; for the com-
panion of fools shall be destroyed. And avoid, as you
would the plague, the Theatres, and like places of idle-
ness and dissipation. ;

VILL Be cautious with whom you form a friendship,
Endeavour to know a person well, before you confide
n him:, thousands have been ruined by precipitation

(i) 1.Johd i. 3. (n) Mal. i. 14. (7) Rom. xii. 11,

{k) Matt, vi, 33, (o) Reyxxi. '8y} (1) P8y Cxxxix: 7,13,
(!) Prov.iii, 6. (p) Tituss 103 (s) Exod, xx. 7.

(m) Isaiah Ixiv. 5. Prov, xxii. 29.
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in this matter, and i‘F‘“llqu mto the paths of vicerand
festraction. We alhm«t insensibl y contract the dis-.

positin. and spirit of those whom we h\.bxtud”y CO=

verse with; lnme that common obscr» itron—*<=~ Shbw.

e your company, am I will shew wl. t’ne man.’

X5 08 it he possible, live peaceably with all men ;
but never sacrifice ‘tyuth, “or the testimony of a nond
co’ hc;ence either from motives of couveuience or in-
fepest.fre 'i‘il\c fast hold of truth, let her: uot 80, keep
l“u fm she is thy life.” AL

X. Receige with thankfulness, 'md practise with

‘eare, 'the "counsel of those “ho are. ena bled either

froxmave lor moenel ©2, to give yon good dd\l(,t,,
Sndeber entertany an’ Immbse sense of your own in-
Sraics 5 for God hates the p.bud aud gives gruce 1o

5 D X

the

L ded .
‘<4 with that station which the provi-
XL1 Be corteniea

dence of God hath .zsclvwvdy-ﬂ“ s “gnd lathcr e“me.zvuur
-« anailior,
to ;4\0'“, him In n. than anxious sby scex or 1

¢ Faving food and lau‘.\nl, be therewith conlcm-
for, as it hath been well oi\cencu—-—'

; ¢« Man wants bat little here bclow,
¢¢ Nor wants that little long.””

XKII. Cousider yourself a etmnoén and a pilgrim-in
the present world, and, as such, letit be your first. and
pnnup al concern (in 1510 strength of "mcc) to ¢ db-
stain from fleshiy lusts; which war agninsi the soul (/)
Liook dowi v'nh Dt ty, anigl conten:pt, upon the vain
suits of those w Lo live without God 1n the world; a..n_l
be assured, whatever external advantages they nmiay «0-
joy, their case 1s by no means to e cuvied; for the
work of sin 15 hard, and the \\dyv of sin are h ard, hut
the wages of siuar *'1* ardest.of all(i). Nothing shoild
engage yvour sapxe me regard, that will vot bean the test
of a dying hous,, and the strict scruuny. of God's

¢

Let these g portant truths be continuz 'H) before

- your eyesi—1. That sm aid sorrow are 1ms cp‘naulc

(i) 1Pt 1.2, () Rom.v?. 3.

|
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companions. And, 2. That solid peace and real com-
fort are only to be found in a life of faith i in, and de-
votedness to, the Lord Jesus Christ.

May he give you swmﬂ]y to know, and powerfu“y to
_experience, that his service is perfect freedom, and his
love the best portion here, and for ever! ’

So prays your affectionate friend,

PHILEMON,
: .
LETTER TO HIS BROTHER,

GOING
P APPRENTICE,

BY

THE LATE REV. JAMES HERVEY.

‘DeAR BROTHER, Dummer, June 27, 1737.

-

H FIND you are at London, looking out for a trade,
ana a master to set yourself to. I hope you pray ear-
nestly to God, to guide you in your choice by his infi-
‘nite vnsdom. He only knows wbat kind of employ
will be best for you; in what family, or neighbour-
hood, you will have the most helps and encourage-
ments to holiness; where you will be most ew)osed to
temptations to ev1l company, and to an eml) corrup-
tion, Therefore, remember what you have learned in
the -third -chapter of Proverbs, and now, above all

other times, put in practice—In all tby ways acknow-
ledge him, and he shall direct thy patis. Beseech the
all-wise -God to go before you i this weighty under-
taking, and to lead you to sucli a master, and to settle
you in such a place, where you may, the most advan-
tageously, work out your salvation. Desire, also, your
honoured mother, and mine, to have a great regard to
your soul, and the things that make for its welfare, in
putting you out. et it be enquired, not only whether
such a tradesman be a man of substance and credit-
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but whether he be also a man of religion and godliness ?
—A lewd, drinking, swearing, cheatmw master will be
sure to disregard the sobnu) 'md purity of your beha-
viour, and very likely to corrupt it. To have his disor-
derly carriage daily before your eyes, will beasdangerous
as to lodge in a plague-Liouse. "Therefore, let no con-
sideration of profit, or advantage, or of any other sort,
prevail with you to become apprentice to such a one.

. After you are bound to a master, you must be as di-
lwent m doing your duty to him, as you should be in
examining into his character before you are bound.
As T have given you my advice concerning the latter of
these particulars, I fancy you will not take it amiss if
I give you some directions concerning the former As
soon as you are hound, you are at your master’s, not
at your own disposal: he has then a right to your
h.mds, your strength, and all that you can do. He
becomes a sort of parent to yon; and though not a
natural, vet a civil father.  You are also oblmed, not
only by the laws of your country, and the tenor of your
‘udentures, but by the fifth commandment of God, to
pay him all due submission and honour. 'To do this,

- 15 a most material part of your duty as-a Christian, as
well as your undeniable debt, as an apprentice. It is
requned of you in holy scnpture, and you must not
once imagine that you do what is pleasing to him,
unless you conscxentmml) pexffnm it. Now that yon
muy know what it is that your master will expect from
you, and what it"is that the Lord has enjoined you
with regard to him, remember it consists, first, Tn re-
verence of his person ; secondly, In obedience to his
commands; and, l/zzrd'/z/, In faithfulness in his business.

First, [ réverence of his person. You must esteem
him very highly, fow his superiority’s sake; accord-
ingly St. Paul says, 1 Tim. vi. 1. You maust count kim
worthy of all honour; all, i. e. internal aud external;
that of the actions and words, as well as that of the
keart. It i3 not enough to maintain a worthy estima-

tion 1nwardly; but you must let it appear on all occa-
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sions outwardly, by behaving yourself very obligingly
to him before his facc, and by speaking very respect-
fully of him behind his back  Suppose you should
discern failings and infirmities in him, you must by no
means divulge them, or make yourself merry with
them; much less must you dare to set light by any of
his orders. Whatever you have reason to think will
grieve or displease him—uwill be prejudicial or offensive
to him, that you must cautiously forbear,
- Secondly, Obedience to his commands. See how full
the Apostie speaks to this purpose, Col. iii. 22.  Ser-
vants, obey in all things your ma*ers according to the
flesh.  Observe hkevnse, from this passage, not only
“the necessity, but also the compass and latitude of
your obedience; how large and extensive it is! it
reaches not barely to a few, but to all aud every in-
stance. If you should receive orders that are ever so
much against the grain of your own inclination, you
must force yourself to comply withthem: rcceive them
-as you used to do nauseous physic; though they be un-
pleasant at first, they will do you goud, and be com-
fortable to you afterwards; your own pleasure must
always stoop, and give wayto your master’s. If he
sets you such a task as 1s mean and 1gnoble, do not
scruple it, dear brother, but dispatch it cheerfully,
Remember who hath s«ud——&m vants, obey your masters
in all things. The Lord Jesns Christ, though the
brightness of his Fathers alory, disdained not to wash
his dlsuples feet.. . Neitherbe djected because youare
treated in an unworthy manner, or set to do some mean
and low office for him, or his family: but rejoice rather
in that you are made like unto your Redeemer ; and in
the happy prospect you will have of | becoming great in
heaven, by being so little on earth. ~dam oaware this
piece of advnce 1s not so une‘(ceptl(mable as the rest;
it may possibly be adjudged the mark of two sneaking
a spirit; but never forget that the things which are
most hmhly esteemed by God, are held in least repute
by men’ I know, and am sure, that if any appren-
tice would make such a compliance for the sake of
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preserving peace, and ‘out of conscience to the com-
wand of God, and with an eye to the example of
Umst there is a day coming when he will not repent

: when it will not be deemed a blot 1n bis character,
but be an ornament of grace to his head, and more
comely than chains about his neck(z). Well, you see
your obedience must be umiversal : you must come
when he calls you, and go where he bids you; do all
that he commands you, and let alone ‘all that he for-
bids you. 'This must, moreover, be done, not grudg=
mgly, or of ‘mecessity; but readily and gladly: for
hear what the scrip®ire saith—¥7 hatever ye do, do it
heartily(b) : and again, with good will doing service(c) :
so that we must not c*eep, bui be qmck and expedi-
tious 1n our business, howsoever disagreeable. Youn
must not go about it with grumbling w oxds, and mut-
tering in your mouth; but with 50 satlsned an air, as
may- shew that you aie pleased with whatever pleases
your master. ,

Thirdly, In f'uthfulness in his business. 'This is the
last branch of your duty to your master; and since
Moses has obtained an honourable testimony on this
account, be you also faithful tn all his bouse(d). You
may find this, as indeed all the qualifications of a
good servant, described by St. Paul (Tit. 1. 10.)  No¢
purloznzn ysays he,-but shewing a[tjzdehéy You are
charged not to purloin, ¢. e. not to keep back from
your master, nor to put mnto your own pocket, nor
convert to your own  use, any of that money which, n
the way of trade, passes through your hauds. You
were taught from. your chiidhoed to keep your hands
from pickmv ancksteah""_, and 1 hope you abhor such
abomiuable praeuceo from the bottom of your, heart.
You must ot sell at a cheaper, and buy at a dearer
rate, in order to have come V'uuao’e consideration made
~ yow privily in your own person. These differ from

robbing on the highway ‘only in being less open and

b ]

(a) Prov. i. 0. ; (c) Eph.vi. 7.
(1) Col. iii, 23. (d) Heb. iii. 5.
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notorious 5 they are flagrant acts of dishonesty, aud
will cry to heaven for vengeance. = Such tricks and vil-

- lainous devices do the same thing by craft and trea-

clierv, as housebreakers do by force and wiolence ;
therefore, dear brother, renounce, detest, and fly from
them as mach as from fire, “arrows, and death, . Be-~-
sides, you are not.only to abstain from such clandestine
knavery, but'also to shew all good fidelity. What 13
meaut by this, yeu way understand by reading how
Joseph conducted himself in Potiphar’s service.  Your
master, it 1s hkely, will commit the management of
some of Lis affairs to yous; and you must endeavour,
by a discreet hehaviour and a pious life, to bring the
blessing of the Lord upon all that you take in hand.

- You maust lay out your tinie and your labour, and give

all diligenee to answer the trust reposed in you. You
must not delay the business which is urgent, nor do
your work by halves, nor transfer that to others which
it is expected you should do yourself. e slotfifud man,
says Soiomon, @5 broiler to him that & a grtza?ﬁ waster s

therefore you must avoid idleness and carclessness. In

“a word, you must do nothing, knowingly and wiifully,

that is likely to impoverish your madster : but seek, by
all lawful and laudable means, to increase his sub-

_stance. Al this vou must observe, not only when he

stands by you and inspects you, but when his back s
twrned, snd you are rewoved from his view; otherwise
your service 1s- nothinz but eye-service, such ag will
prese odious to mian, and 1s already condemnud by
God. - For if you sunear to be ndistriots, and m ear-
pest before your master, but to loiter and writle when
out of liis sight, you will be chargeable with hypoerisy
—a sn extremely hateful to Christ, and grievously
peruicions to the souli——But/l am afraid?l tire' vou;
viis one sentence, therefore, as:d 1 have done. You
must carry - yourself, throughout the whole course of
your apprenticeship, %o respectiuily, so obediently, so
faithfully, that; at the end of ity you may truly say with
Jacob—With allmy power I haveserved your fathers—

i
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I had more to write, but will send yon (if you care to
accept it) the remainder some other tme. May God
bless you all, aud your affectionate brother, &ec.

ol

" -

ADVICE TO HIS SON,

\

. GIVEN ,
BY THE LATE REV.JOSEPH CHADWICK,
oN

HIS GOIN& APFRENTICE,

I WOULD have you task yourself to read the Bible
over once a vear, but not as a task : this you may do,
if you read three chapters a day: and as many Psalms
for a chapter, as are appointed to be read in the
Churches at morning and évemng prayer. When you
begin to read any book, read it through, before you
take aunother in hand.' Before you read the Holy
Scriptures, earvestly beg the Spirit of God to open the
eyes of your understanding. Neglect not to give God
your morning and evening sacrifices alone; and take
convenjent times for them, if possible before family-
prayer.  These, and all other duties of religion, be
sure to do with all seriousness and reverence, as in the
sight of God. »

Strive to please your master and mistress in all
things, and be kind to your fellow-servants; live in
unity and peace with them, and all others. Yet, if
need be, admonish them, especnlly of gross faults;
but see you do it sericusly, mildly, and modestly.’
Divulge wot any thing said in the family; especially
those things which, if divulged, may tend to the dis-
paragement of your master, or mistress, or any of the
family, or to your own prejudice, if it should conie to
be known; as it i1s seldom but tale-bearers are found
out. Betrue and faithful to your master ; not only in
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managing his affairs, but also in concealing his seerets,
and in keeping your fingers from purloining any thing,
‘be the value ever so little, (see Titus, ii. 10.) Do your
master’s business with all care and diligence, and ma-
nifest your fidelity by double diligence n his absence,
(Col. ii1. 22.) Think it not too much to do any busi-
ness you are bid to do, and do it cheerfully, without
grumbling. ~ Do not look to be hid or desired to do a
thing twice, but be quick of dispatch; howbeit, make
not more haste than good speed. When you are sent
on an errand to any place, or person, yon must not
linger here and there, nor stay to chat with this body
and t'other body ; but make haste back again, = Labour
to get a nimble hand in writing and accompts; and
beware of blots and mistakes, which may injure your
master very much. To know how to do any work he-
longing to your calling, take notice how others do it ;
and, if they shew you, observe their diréctions thank-
fully, and look not to be shewed dgain.

" Rise early in the morning, and look not to be call-
ed; especially rise early on ‘the Sabbath. Spend as
miuch of the morning alone as vou can with conyve-
nience to your master’s occasions, and spend it i read-
ing and prayer; so doing, God will bless you with
health and strength in your body, and in your soul
vith wisdom and wunderstanding ; and in every thing
you put your -hand to, with good success, It is an old
saying, and a tru¢ one— "

‘“For oye in the morning early to rise,
¢ Is healthy, and wealthy, and godly, and wi e *

Another old saying is—“ The morning is the Muses’
friend,” or a fi'¢nd to learning ; and be sure it will be
a friend to thy soul. ‘ L%,

Seest thouaman diligent in his business ? He shall
stand before Kings; he shall not stand beforemean
men. - Proverbs, axii, 20.

See Palmer’s Nonconformises® Memerial,

Fol. iii. p. 221,
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ANI]CDOTE

HERev. SAMusL Farnc cLotGH was bom Apnl
1504 hLis father was g furthful Mimister, and it was
his own peculiar ionnm to be the father of four Mi-
nisters of the. Gospel,. His wmetsxo*n was effected it
the following rematksbie mmnu :—When.a youth, he
atteuded z?:-;e minisieyof ‘Mr Semel ‘Ward, Leclurer
of Haverd, in Sutfolk {where:he was born), who one.
day p.uu.u.m on the conversion of Zacch eua, cbserved
¢ That no one who hus wrouged another, can expect
_parden from God, who does not make restitution, if
in his power. " This was like a-Gurt to the' heart of
youiig Fairclongh, who, with Jol n Trige (alterwards
an - eminent pliysician), had, the pxecedmg week,

robbed the orchard of Goodm'm ?ude. 'This uiscomse :
drew forth ma Y tears (rorm Samuel, who got no S]ePp
that night.  Barly the next nsorning he \\ent to lis
oompamon, young ‘T'rigg, and - told him he was going
to Jude’s, to cairy him a shilling for the pears \\lnch
they had stolen.  Trieg, fearing the o man would
tel l their master, strove to delaas Fawclough from
hils. purpese; who answeyed---¢ fhat God would not
par don dxe ~m, wit 1out vestitution,” 1 nm' xcphed---_
¢ You tulk like a fool, Sam : God will forgive you ten

) tinies, sooner tha\ruld Jude will once”---f5ut Suinuel
pf,!Slb{Qd in his desien; w ten Jude rcfuxed to take his
inoney, dand xcdy forzave thre wrony, lmt he ¢unld
have no ‘rest in his m m(l tl he went to Mr, Ward,
who reccived him with greai tendertivss 3 and his cop-
versation was wade the mean of Saniuel's cogversion.
-4 Be suie your st will find vou ont” :

e e " e e e
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