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INTRODUCTION. 

IT has been obferved by fome authors, 

that the minds of children are as white 

paper, from which erroneous impreffions 

are difficult to erafe. The learned Ann r­

s o N compares then:i, to m_arble in the quar­

ry_, capable of being formed and fquared 

by a gradual procefs, previous to its being 

made ufeful or polifhed: in this view doth 

the compiler of the following pages behold 

the minds of infants. Ha~ing feen the great 

hurt of imp reffing falfe ideas on their minds, 

and the .l.Pfs•many are at in riper years, for 

want of proper information in their child­

hood on divers fubjeas, has induced him 

to fubmit the following !heets to the can .. 
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¢{ideration of parents, for the ufe _of their 
children ; hoping, they m_ay be inftru8:ed 
to avoid the fimilar mifiake of a parent (re­
puted fen!ible in many things) who, upon 
feeing the bloom u.pon Jome black plums 
in a garden, exclaimed, " I never knew 
till now where powder blue came from l" 

And w bile the mind is informed on na­
tural fubje8:s, it is h6pe.d,_ they may prove 
as poi ntings to the great Creator of them ; 
.as the more his works are admired, the 
greater his omnipotence and wifdom ap­
pear. 

To render this little work familiar to the 
meanefl capacity, the editor has chofen a 
method after .the manner of converfations 
between children ar1d their inflru8:ors.­
The obfervations of the children are m 
itali-cs. 



LITTLE T~UTHS, &c~ 

COME, children, let us walk to the 

farm, qnd fee what is doing there. 

1-Iow far is it to, the farm? I cannot fay 
exaaly, b4t it is not to9 far to walk; we 

rnuft go down the ~ane, as far as the 

white gate, then through one field, 

over the crooked fiile into the pa·rk ; 

f;lnd there we may fee the farm at th~ 

bottom of the hill. Let Sally and 

Hannah have their bon,nets on, an~ 

take tr1e!r
0 

clogs with. them, as -the 

grafs may be damp with the dew. 

How ( weetly the birds fing-ther~ 
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( G ) 
is one dn yonder fpray fings very loud 

indeed ! Surely it is a great bird to 

sing so loud! That is not al ways the 

cafe; for the wren is a fmall bird and 

fings very loud; and_ fome little boys 

and girls make more noife with their 

tongues than fome men and women 

do; but I hope you will not fpeak fo 

)oud as to be noi fy, now you are go­

ing to the farm, where all fee·ms very 

quiet, except the hens, which have ju ft 

laid their eggs, and feem proud to 

tell of it-Cluch I Cluck! Cluch-d-ra­

Cluck / ....... what a noife indeed! 

THt HEN AND CHICKENS. 
' r l ~ 

See, there is a hen and chickens 
{hayed from the farm. Obferve how 

the chi€kens run when !he calls them; 
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{ti lliobld little children always attend 

to the call of their parents. The hen 

is like a kind rnother,-fcratches fot 

food, and wher-i fhe finds it, calls her 

chicks to eat it. In a cold feafon fhe 

calls them under h~r wings, where fhe 

keeps them warm; there fhe !hades 

them from the heat of the noon-tide 

fun, and there {he fheltcrs them from 

neavv rains. 
✓ 

How man,Y chickens are there 9 Pray 

tell them~ One, two, three, four, five, 

six, seven, eight, nine, ten.--Does 

even/ hen have ten chichens? No; 

fome have more; fame lefs; it is faid 

to be a go9d hen that raifes ten chit ks, 
.6> I) 

though fame have rai[ed fourteen or 

fixteen at a time. 

What is the matter J l-low tlze hen 
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screams, and lifts up her wings! Poot 
h-en and chicks, we will not hurt you! 
See! there is a bird flying round and 
round over them ; it is a hairl<,. which 
the poor hen fears •will come for her 
chickens. Haw ks are birds of prey, 
and eat fmall birds when they can 
catch them. Let us throw up our hats 
and fcare it away ;--there it goes, 
naughty hawk! If we had not be~n 
here the hawk might have got a chick­
en to eat. Run home, poor hen and 
chickPns. Ah, run away, for I think 
yon will be glad to be at the barn -door, 
where the fight of the fierce cock may 
keep the hawk away. 

As the hawll was so high: )iofo could 
he see the chickens? The hawk has 

fine eye, ~rnd can qif c~rn (~~11 bird_/\ 
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at a great diflance.-The public newf­

papers make mention of a hawk (when 

flying over a houfe which was in a 

park in Effex) which feeing fame ca­

nary birds in a cage, that hung in the 

window of the hall, darted down at 

them from a gre.at height, and perifhed 

in the attempt to f eize them ; h~ was 

found on the floor by one of the fer-

, vants, _bleeding in his wounds,----being 

very much cur with the glafs of the 

window, through which he had paired. 

THE FARM-HOUSE. 

What a fine profpea on this rifing 

ground i.ireen fields and pleafant plants 
9 

furround tis; obferve the farm-houfe 

under yon lofty trees. But what mahes 

the top look yellow? the top of our 
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house is reel. The top of the farm­

hou fe is thatched, that is, covered with 

ft.raw, made tight with twigs and wood­

en pegs ; it looks neat when firft done, 

keeps out wind and water, and comes 

caeap to the farmer, as no tiles are 

made near this farm, and the flraw 

grows on his land. Does straw grow? 

Yes; wheat, barley, · rye, and oats 

grow on long fialks, and thefe fl:alks 

when dry, are called {haw. And dqes 
malt grow on stalks? No; malt is 

made from barley; being firft put in­

to water, the grain vegetates, that is, 

begins to grow, and acquires a pecu- · 

liar fweetnefs, as mofl fee.ds do in a 
\ '-<c 

ftate of vegetation ; then it is dried at 

a fire called a malt-kiln, and kept for 

making beer. The making of beer 
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is called brewing, and thofe who make 
it the brewers. - Mofi: farmers make 
beer and bake bread. Then farmers 
are brewers and bakers? Only for 
their own families ;-they have in ge­
neral.a number of fervants, boys, men, 
and maidens.-Some to plough and 
fow, and others to dig and hoe. 

THE Cow. 

See, there is a maiden milking a 
cow ;-how quiet the cow Hands eat­
ing hay! but fome cows kick very 
much, and then their hind legs are 
tied, left they fhould kick over the 
pail, or hurt the milk-maid. Does a 

,j" 

cow gi7Je much milk? One cow gives 
four quarts of milk, fame give more, 
arid fome not fo much. Sure there 
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must be a large family to drink all tlie 

milk so many cows ·give? It is not 

all ufed in the farm-houf e ; fome is 

made into butter, and fome into cheefe, 

w.hich the farmer fells to help to pay 

his rent~ So then, Sally, they make 

butter and cheese of milk; what child 

would have thought so, if it were not 

told? There is another cow got a calf; 

how it jumps and {kips, then.runs and 
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fucks a little milk . Poor little calf! 
may I strohe it? I fear it will not 
fiand ftill ; fee, there are horns on its 
forehead. But it is not the sa,ne co­
lour as the cow ~· well, that is very 
odd: the cow has a white bach and 
spotted sides, and the calf is all red, 
vut with a white face and tail!. That 
is very common, my dear To'm, for 
-fome black cows have red and white 
calves; and fee, Sally's hair is quite 
brown, her fifier's is red, and their 
mother's is black : thefe are fome of the 
fecret works of Prov1dence, and too 
difficult for us to give juft reafons for. 

,-'-~ ..... 
THE OAK TREE. 

But come let us fit down on the bank, 
under the oak tree, and there you mav 
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find fome acorns, and if we take a few 
to the farm, the pigs may be glad to 

eat them ; b•1t do not eat anv your-
/ , 

felves . lfllwt are acorn ? The feeds 

of the oak ; o·ne of which produces a 

young tree, and in a number of years 

puts forth many branches; when it is 
cut down, and the body being fquared 

,,·ith an axe, it is called timber: with 

the large trees they build !hips to go on 

the feas; with fome they build houfes, 

barns, and flables; make chairs, draw~ 

ers, and' tab1es: the branches make 

pofls, rails, gates, and various imple­

ments of hufbandry; with the bark 

leather is tanned; and the roots are 
/~ 

burned. Wonderful are the works of 

nature; what great things come from 

a little acorn ! 

C 2 
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THE BEE. 

Hark ! there flies a bee, humming 

as it goes; take care, children !-Now 
it com.es this way! Do not offer to 
firike it, and then it may not hurt ; 

but, if offended, it may; the fting is 

very venomous, caufing great pain and 
f welling. ls this such a bee as we read 
of in the hymn booh? Yes, it is; let 

me bear Silly repeat what !he has read~ 

" How doth the little bufy bee 
" Improve each fhining hour, 

"And gather honey all the day 
" From ev'ry op'ning flow'r. 

" H ow fkilful ly fhe builds h~ ,:ell, 
'' H ow neat fhe f preads the wax, 

" An d labours bard to 11:ore it well 
" With the f weet food {he makes." 
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A very good child to remember what 

fl1e reads; I have feen the li ttle things 

very bufy at work, through a glafs;- · 
• 

the comb they make is very curious ; 

they work very hard in f ummer, ga­

thering wax and honey for their fup ­

p(w~ in winter; they carry all the dead 

hcc) out of their 1 · v s, nor do they 

fuffer any to live among them that do 

no work; their honey is very ufeful 

on many occafions; their wax forms 

a part of many ointments or falves to 

heal wounds; and, when whitened, 

makes good candles. And our maid 

nd-s it on a brllsh to polish the fur­

niture . .>v,J~h. Yes; but let us walk 

op, left we catch cold with fitting 

here. 

' 
C 3 
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THE MoLE. 

There is a mole-trap ; go~ fee if it 
has caught a mole. Yes, it has. Feel 
what _a foft fkin. I.am afraid of ·it; 

let Charles feel it. It will not hurt: 
it is quite dead. Poor little mole: 
why did they J1ill it? To prevent its 
making more hills, by fcratching for 
worms to eat; fee, what a many hills 
there are; and, if let alone for fome . 
time it would be difficult to mow the 
grafs down ; it is great labour to cut 
down mole-hills. Charles says a 
mole is blind. That is a common er­
ror;- they have eyes, tl1'()l..'.gh very 
fmall ones; if their {kins were larger, 
they would make very warm clothing, 
as foft as velvet; if the !kin of this 
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mole were dri ed, it would make a 

purfe fo r a farmer's man. And it 

.would make Hannah's doll a good 

rnuff. 

Come on Henry ; and leave off 

picking flowen now, as the grafs may 

foon be wet. How can the grass be 

wet, it doe~ not rain 9 There is a 

rnoifl vapour arifes from the earth, 

and falls down . again ; fometimes we 

can fee it arife, and fometimes we can­

not; it is called dew, and great is the 

nouriroment that many plants andherbs 

re cei ve therefrom; in low moift places 

it ri [es more treq uently than on the 

hi11s, }"rich makes the valleys moft 

fruitful : and when the furn mer is 

about to leave us, or in the winter fea­

fon, it riles fo faft as to caufe a fog·, 
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and falls like fma1l rain again to the 
earth. 0, I remember to h_ave seen a. 
1nan' s hat and hair all wet, and so1ne­
times white with the dew I That was 
in vvinter, when the air was .fo cold as 
to freeze it as it fell. ~ 

. There is the farm-yard; what a 
number of cocks and hens, and fome 
pigs! And what a great dog l 1 lwjje 
he is cilained up ; how he barks.' Do 
not go near him, though he wags his 
tail now, and looks g-ood-natured; he 0 . 

barks to let the fami! y know fon.-::body 
is coming. Tf/1, ere is our dog fJ There 
he ru_ns, Sally; come her~ (. f rince, 
and let thofe gof1ings alone . See how 
the gander fights with his ,-vings, and 
hark · how tlie goofc hi ffes; come here-! 
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Prince, they are q·uite afraid. See, a 

woman is coming with a broom ! But 
there they all run into the water. fVhat 
!i-ttle things to swim, so fast? Yes, 

Charles, but a duclz is less, and swims 

quite as well. They are formed fo to 
do; their bodies are flat, their feathers. 

light, and their feet webbed to fwim 

with: they catch fl_ies on the water; 

they eat frnall frogs and duck-weed; 
they come out of the water to eat 

worms, and get fome corn to eat" in 
the farm yard. ' 

Wlwt a large pond l where does the 

water come from 9 Some water fprings 

from the ~arth, and out of many a hill 
or roc"k: and fa.me falls in rain from 
the clouds, and defcending on the hills, 

runs to the valleys and low places, 
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and in its courfe forms ditches and ri­
vers, which finally empty themfelves 
into the fea. Ponds or pools of wa­
ter do not run, and are not fo good 
as fpring or river water. 

-
See that pretty lamb, eating milk 

and bread from the child's bowl. I 
.should lihe such a lamb, but he would 
dirt our house, and brother Charles 
woiild ride him. as he does Prince. 
Poor innocent Iamb! -He runs when 
called, walks with tbe children into 
the field, eats a little grafs, trots home 
by their fide, and in a fummer even­
ing {kips and gambols about, till he is 

ti;_<:, 

_tired, and lies down to refL ' -
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THE PoNEY. 

IF/wt a little /Janey tl1ctt boy rides! 

-He has been into the fields with beer 

for the labourers, he brings home the 

empty bottles, he carries them their 

dinner when too far to come for it; 

he goes tq market with a fack of corn 

anrl forne fowl s, and brings home pl urns 

from the 01op to make puddi11gs. Poor 

little horse; good little boy; if I hacl 

that horse 1 would do so too. 

Yet, I fear, my little Charles would 

not be long content with fo fleady a 

horfe as the plough boy rides; be rode 

his wooden borfe at home fo fafl as to , ,, 
throw (c over, break its bead, and 

make his own note bleed. . That i7_uas 

rzr;t rz live ILorse, aud on the fiat stones 
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in the yard. But the fame thing might 
.happen on an even road, to thofe who 
want to go fo very fafi:, either on a live 
or wooden horfe; live horfes have a 
deal of f pirit, and are Yery {hong ; 
fame run away with men on them, and 
what would' a little boy do) I wou ld 
liold tight by his mane. Th~t' will not 
al ways fa ve a rider; for thofe who 
ride with great care are in danger of 
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falling fhould the horfe ftart. I re­

member to have read of LAMBERT'S 

LEAP, fo named from the providential 
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efcape of Cuthbert Lambert, of New­
caflle-upon-Tyne, who was riding 
full fpeed over Sandiford ftone bridge, 
and endeavouring to turn his horfe 
round fuddenly, the bea{l flarted 
and leapt over the battlement; the 
horfe was killed by the fall, it being 
twenty feet to the bed of the water, 
but the man was providentially caught 
in the boughs of an afh, where he hung 
by his hands, till rerieved by f orne paf­
fcngers coming that way. I hope, 
therefore, my children will be careful 
never to get on a horfe without my 
knowledge. 
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THE B1Rn's Eccs. 

What pretty things that bov has got! 
What are they? How sjJotted ! and 
what nice colours!_ 0, naughty boy! 
what pain mufl: the poor birds feel for 
the lofs of fo many eggs! Are they 
eggs? Yes; there are m_any forts of 
birds, and each fort lays a different 
egg; every egg that boy has gotten 
might have brought a bird. We fre­
quently fee hens' eggs; they bring 
chickens; the moth~r fits on, warms, 
and animates them ; in about twenty­
one days-chickens are formed within 
them ; they burfl: the il1ell, come out_, 
and in a few days run and--eat, as we 

have feen them do jufi: now. 

1 saw a hird one day with some 

D 2 
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straw in its mouth. That was to help 
to build a neft. But the birds at our 
house build theirs with mud. Thofe are 
f wallows: but every bird's neft is not 

formed alike, nor is every bird _alike: 

fome are large, and do but little, others 

frnall and indufl:rious; fame are beau­
tiful, and their plumage has half a 

dozen colours; others have but one 

or two dull colours; fome never perch 

on trees) and others live at all times 

in them; fome live on fruits; fome 

feek infeas and catch flies ; and num­

bers of others feize fmall birds and .. 
eat them, as the hawk wanted to do by 
the chickens. 

C 

They are cruel birds to ~at others. 
And do such birds build nests? All 
birds have nefl:s; the large ones build 
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their nefls in high places, a-sin woods, 
and in the boles of rocks, above our 
reach; the eagle brings forth its young 
in the cliffs of craggy rocks; the _owl, 
that feldom flies by day, and is only 
heard by night, feeks a retired fitua­
tion, perhaps the fommit of a ruined 
barn, or lays her eggs in a hollow 
tree: the jackdaws build their nefls 
in cafiles or fieeples, and fometimcs 
in the ufelefs chimney of an old man-
fion ; the lark, that is feldom feen on 
any tree, but fings while mounting in 
the air, is contented with her nefl up­
on the ground; fome make their nefis 
in trees and hedges; and the little tom­
iit mc;tkes a curious neft indeed; the 
roo~ bu~lds a nefr with twigs, and it is 
lined with wool or hair; I have k,1~owr~ 

• D 3 
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part of an old wig found in the lining 
of a crow's ne(l; fome plaifter the in­
fide of their nefl:s with mud, and others 
line them with the fofte{t. and warme!l: 

materials; and, I am told, fame birds 
take their own feathers for their little ' 

ones to repofe upon. 

In their nefts they lay their eggs; 
the cock and hen at times fit on them 

in the nefl with great care; the warmth 
of their bodies puts every thing in mo­

tion within the eggs, which produce 
little creatures, who break the !hell 

that holds them and come forth. 

When the hen fits alone, the cock 

will bring her food, fit on fame neigh­

bouring [pray, and often fing to pleafe 

her: when the young are hatched, 

the old ones feed them with great care,-

I 
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fly far for their food, and divide it 
equally among the brood. In ftorrns~ 

they hurry to their neft, and cover it 
with their wings to keep put wind and 

water from hurting them; all night 

they cherifh the little things from cold 

damps; and when any one would fteal 

or hurt them, they flee around thei} 

neft in pain, and feem , to call in gteat 

diftrefa for help; they ·will attack the 

robber and purfue· him. Even the hen 

and goofe will attack the greatefi dog, 

nor fear a man who attempts to hu"rt 

or take away their brood. 

I have feen young chaffinches fhut 

· within a cage, hung up in a garden, 

where t11e old ones came regularly to 

feed them, till they were able to pick· 

up their own food. As parents are 
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careful to provide for their children, 

fo are birds careful of their young! I 

hope none of you will ever fleal their 

eggs 0r broods to give them pain. 
Poor lfttle. birds! 1 hojJe we sha{l ne­

ver hurt them. 
As the fun is now ' fetting,_ and the 

farmer returned from his day's labour, 

~e · has called the family together, un­

der rhe old oak-tree at the door, and 

is about to read the Bible to them: . . . 

we will not di fturb them, by going too 

near the houfe~ but return home anq 

read our Bible too, hoping to c;p~~ 
again fame · other time. 

'' At evening tide the air ferene, 
Beho1d a rural p1eafant fcene, l 

The bleating herds, the. lowing kine, 

The f preading oak, the ~ow'ring pine; 
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The air from noxious vapours free, 

~ . 
Whilft f quirrels trip from tree to tree, 

And the f weet fongfters hover round 

Herbs and flowers that deck the ground; 

Each thej r various bloom produce, 

Some for delight, and fome for ~fe; 
With wonder view the great defigns, 

Iµ which fuperior Wif dom fhines. 

Revere his name, admire his love, 

And raife our thoughts to things above.n 

MORN ING. 

. The lark, ple~fed wjth the falli-ng 
fhowers, arofe this morning with the 
fun, and [oaring upward, fee med to 
fing the praifes of its Maker. What · 
a · fine feafon ! how f weet the cool air 
f mells, now mixed with, the fcent of 

many flowers! Do, pray, let us tahe a 

walk this morning ; I was so pleased 

last evening, I should like to go a~ain. 
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If it. continue fair, perhaps we may 
go after break fa(l ; as that is not yet 
ready, call the other children here; 

let us fit down and read f ome book. 
Give the book to Hannah ; I hope 

:fhe will fpeak up, and mind her flops: 
what book is it?," Counsel to Chil­
dren." . Well, read with care. 

"Watch all your words, and ever fpeak 

" the truth · 
- ' 

·" What more belov'd, or comely is in 
. " youth ? 

" Lie not in jefl:, nor in a trifling thing; 
" 'Tis fii!l a lze, and may to greater bring. 

" If, by neglea, by chance, or otherwife, 
'' A dread of fomc dif pleafure fhou l d arif e; 
~' Humbly declare it unto thofe y~u fear, 
1' And thus make W'i).J that they the truth, 

" may. hear: 
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cc J doubt l'vefomething done that is amifs; 
"Be not dijpleas' d, I' LL tell you what it is. 
" What parent or what friend would 

" angry be, 
u When youth fo honefi and fo wife they 

" fee? 

" Ill comJ1any, that worfi of fnares re­
" frain · ' 

" Let them entice, but frill entice in vain. 
" How will your parents, or your friends 

" rejoice, 
u When they !hall hear their children's 

" happy c?oice ! " 

Very good advice; I hope you will 
all attend to it, never daring to tell 
an untruth: try, Hannah, iflittle Tom 
can learn to fay it without the book. 
What are boo/ls 1nade of'? Paper. 
Jf/.hat is pajJer made of? Some with 
rags, fome with ropes; white paper is 



~ .. 

:\ 
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made with white rags, and brown pa­
per is made with old ropes or fat k­
ing.---l¥here do they mahe paper?­
At the mill: the rags and materials 
are b.eat and ground fine, when foaked 
in water, with alum and gummy fub­
fiances, till quite of a thick jell~, it is 
poured on a frame, dried, and then 
preffed into fl1eets •. But what use can 
the ]Joor woman mahe of the old pa­
per sh~ pichs up in the st~eets 9 She 
fdls it; and it is worked into paper 
boards, which are covered over. with 
printed .. or fiained paper, and made 
into boxes, fuch as we often hear the 
man cry, " Buy a box, buy a hat or . . 
a bonnet box." If rags make paper, 
what are rags made of? Clothes of 
all forts, worn and torn, ~re called 

VOL. I .. E 
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rags; _fome of filk, fome of linen, and 

fome of woollen. :Hemp and flax .. 

grow in plants, and, when ripe, ;:he -
fibres are picked, foaked, or beaten 

out; and are f pun into thread by wo­

men and children; thep it is woven 

into cloth by the weaver, and with a 

needle and tnread made into {hirts} 

!hifts, frc5cks, an<l handkerchiefs; thi~ . 
fort of cloth is called linen, and the 

feed of the flax is called linfeed. But, 

r.cmember, a great many ropes, lines, 

cords, and_. packing thread (fuch as 

boys f pin tops with) are mr1de of 

hernp; it is only the frnefl fort of 

hemp that is made into cloth, and th6t 

is efieemed coarfe, though very flrong 

·wtar f~r poor people. There are large 

quantities of cotton (which grows ol'\. 
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a tree in the Weft-Indies) brought to 

· England, where it is f pun ~nd woven 

into cloths and checks. At Notting,... 

ham many cotton-· flockings are made; 

and at Manchefier lar&e quantities of 

cotton· is manufaElured into cloth for 

garments, ca!led calico, gr~at quan: 

tities of which are printed.for gowns, 

&c. 
For woollen, cloth we are jndebted 

to the fheep; they are fhorn once . a 

year; the wool is com bed, which cleans 

· and f mooths it, then fpun into thread~ 

of different fizes, calleq ):~Ho ; fome 

is twifted, and th.en called worfled; 
' ' 

f.ome is woven intq camblets, an:d fun-. . 

dry neat clothes for women's wear; 

others are woven into flouter cloths 
' 

for men., a~d a gTeat quantity of wor-

E 2, 
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!led is knit into {toe kings, caps, and 
gloves. 

But what rnakes silh ? Silk is pro­
duced by; a particular kind of worm, 

·refernbling a caterpillar; it comes to 
England from many warm countries. 
From tbe1Eaft-Indies, large qu antities 
are antiually brought; very little is 
produced in England: but we may 
get fome filk-worms foon,, and as they 
,feed on mulberry leaves, v,re fhall be 
able to fee the~ manner in which they 
prod~ce filk.-Hark ! the bell rings, 
breakfa{l is ready, let us go dir~Elly. 

Be careful to make no dirt with 
yo,H bread and butter; fit upright; 
and, when any of you drink, h'o1d the 
mugs of milk and water ttght. Keep 

- your feet off the frames of the chf,lirs; 

,, 
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give TTOthing to the cat or dog with .. 
out a{king leav.e. 

How thankful we ought to be for 

fuch a refrtlhing meal,_ whilfl many 

poor families have fcarcely bread tq 

eat. 
How can any body want, . when 

• • I 

t here is sucli a deal of cqrn 'grows ? 

That will take too long for tne to tell 

now; but many po0r men have large 

families, and earn barely enough to 

find ~hem food from day to r.lay; and 

if unwell, the family depending on the 

labour of the man's hands, are often 

;~ difl:refs for bread or c lathes ; and 

fome go without {hoes and flockings .. 

And sometimes, Charles, tlw poqr man 

dies. Then the mother bas bard work 

tQ keep the children. Our ]Joor washer .. 
. . - . 

E 3 
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u:o:;;m1, has three children, thelj have 
no 1atlicr and the l·i o·o-est o·irl carries J (, ' bb .::, 

tlw little boy to suck when their 1nother 
is at worh from home. 1 have seen 

mamma give them some Qj our clathes 
a;zd so·m,e victuals. Vv'hen the chil­
dren are big enough, I ·would have 
Sc1 ll y and Hannah go fo-metimes a·nd 

· teach them to reai and work at their 
needle, as i( may greatly rtcornmcnd 

. th em for places to get a living in. 
Their mother cannot teach them for 
·want of time, bei11g ·employed in pro­
curi1~g bread: fhe claims onr pit)',_ 

. ~ ,;d is much to be efleeI]1ed for her 
honefiy; it is a - virtue, and fhinc 

. . . 
greateft in the midfl of poverty'. Her 
induflry is another virtt1e ; and were 
it not for the grief w 1ich feems to fit 

,_ 
'I • . ~· 
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' ' 
heavy on her brow, for the l~te 1ofs 

of her dear hufband (the father of her 

·d1ildren and fu pport oflier 1 i ttlc floe k) 

fhe feems patiently to bear her lot; 

and it ·wou'!d give pleaf ure to fom e· 

minds,. to fee with what joy her chil­

d ren run to meet her in the 'evenin g, 

cli11 9;ing round her kn ees ; and what 

comfo rt G1 e fee rn s to feel on finding 

them in hea lth; bcr fi dl care is to in­

q uire ho w they [ pent the time in her 

ab fen ce ; and ; v.:h i le they relate, !he 

<li vides fo mc food, the bounty of her · 

employe r, equall y among them. 

G o, ·r eac h me that book, call ed 

" Fruits oj' a J-i'ather's Love." H ere., 

SP-1 1 y, read thi s. 

" I recommend little children, wi~ 

" dows, and infirm or aged perfons, 
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«- chi~fly to you; fpare fomething out 
" of your own belly, rather than· let 
" their's go pii;Jch.ed. Avoid that great 
" fin of needlefs expcnce on your per­
,, fons, and on your hou [es, whilft the 
'' poor are hungry and na~ed. My 
'' bowels have often been moved, to 
" fee very aged and infirm people., 

/ 

' ' but er peciall y poor he! plefs chil-
" dre-n, lie all nigti1t, in bitter weather., 
" at the thre (holds of doors, in th@ open 
" fireets, for want of better lodging.' 
cc I have made this refleaion, If you 
' ' were so exposed, how harcl would it 
" be to euclure t' 

"\Vhat a:n[wer can my children make 
to that Iafi: refleaion? l/7hy, it i~ould 
Z.e very hard to lie in_ the streets, and 
I_ hope no children ever w{ll ag·ain, ar 
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there are so nutn!) house.s luilcling. 

There are more hou fes and ro~ms al­

ready than \voulcl fupp1y the people 

who want; but the misfortune is; many 

who have houf'es will not open th~m 

to many who have none. . 

l believe the fL1perfl uity of the clothed 

would more than cover the naked, and 

the parts of houfes not u[ed, would 

more than f upp1y tho[e who have fcarce 

a hovel to d\\'ell in. But the poor, in 

many parts of England, are taken more 

care of than formerly ; as houfcs of 

i,ndufhy are now built, to which many 

~ retire in f eeb1e old age, and find a fiill 

retreat; their wants are relieved, and 

their bodies covered with clothing that 

is warm, 'fimple, and decent. 
' 

> 
Pray mqy we go in~Q the o:rchar~ ? 
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Yes, if you will remember not to e·at 
any fruit without my k!lowledge. · I 
will tahe care little Charles and Tom 

s/; all not, and I hope we hnow better. 

Better than to do wh 4t? Than ta eae 

any thing that is poison. But I ,only 
let you go on. conditions, that you eat 

nothing without my feeing and con­
fenti"ng; for eating unripe fruit, and 
fome, perhaps, withered with lying long 
on the ground, may do more harm than 
you tbi.nk for. Well, we will endeavour 

to be careful to eat nothing without 

leave . . Not one apple, I charge you; 
for every apple eaten now will reduce 

the quantity of cider. Do tliey rnake 

cider of apples? Yes, fure; as" I have • 

. a little time to fpare, I will go into 

the orchard, and tell you how that is 



( 47 ) 

done. 'ff/e all love cider: it zs 1,·erg 

pleasant in !wt weather: 1nay we have 

sonie now? No·t till dinner-time; we 

have n~t long breakf~fl:ed, and it is 

quite improper for little folks to drink 
' .. 

between meals; here are fome raf p-
. -

berries, eat of them. Some reel and 

some whitfl: do they all grow on one 

t ree? Not on ·one buil1; th~ ·red grows 

on one, the white on another ; but it 

,vould puzzle many perfons to tell by 

the bufh, which bears a whi te or whjch 
' .. 

a red, till the fruit appears;. th~ fame 

thing may he obferved in currants and 

goofeberri~s: though the b~ack cur:­

rant bufh is very well known from 

the red ·and white., as the leaves, wood, 

and fmel l are different . All plaflt · of 

this. ~ind, bearing fmall fruit~ are called 
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bullies, fuch as grow in g~rdens, "as 
wel 1 as tbo[e in w-oods and fields : then, 
remember, floes, hips, haws, black-

- -
berries, 3:nd f uch kinds of fru 1 t, grow 

, on b-u fhes, which are a proviG.on for 
t-he poor harmlefs birds in wi~ter, when 
frofl ancl fnow cover the ground, and 
they cannot come at any other kind 
of food. 

THE ORCHARD. 

Come, now for the orclw_rcl: 1l'hctt 
fine apj)/es on the trees! And a good 
fprinkling of pear:s. I.Jut I iuisli to 
/mow lwzu ajJjJles 1nalie cider. Shut to 
the orchard gate, to keep the pigs out, 
tind I will relate how it is don'e. 

Vv hen the apples are ripe, we f q ueczc 
them in a machine for that purpofe,; 
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and taking the pulp, p'ut it into large 

ha.ir bags, in ,,vhich it is prcffed till 

a11 the juice runs out; it is then put 

into a large cafk, and let ftand in a 

warm place, where it foon begins_,. o 

~erment. Fennr::nt .I pray what is th. , t :) 

\Ve have feen beer work out of the 

bung- hole of a barre 1, an cl fcYwi ll the 

juice from the apples work or ferment 

of itfclf; after this fermentation has 

contin•ued fome time, it acquires the 

tafie and propenies of cider; and then 

it is drawn off into ca{ks a11d bottle~~ 

and I am tolcl lhis 1s the manner of 

. ~aking wine in warrfl countries_. And 

can they male u:ine of' a/JfJ les? No; 

wine is made or grapes: but a fimilar 

procefs is ufed in making wine from 

grapes, as in making cider f1 om apples. 

F 
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Pears make a pleafant liquor -calfed 

perry. Crabs, with which vei;juice is 
made, are very four, and grow ,~ild i11 
fame hedges in many parts of Englando 

THE 1-IEDCE-Ho·c. 
' 

I am told the hedge-hog, which i.i 
cove~ed with long £harp prickles, or 
thorny quills, will roll himfelf among 
the crabs that lie urider the trees, and 
by' thefe means many ftick to his 
prickly fide ,_ \1;hich he carries to his 
den for a fiorc. \Vhen attacked by 
an enemy, it is found rolled up in a 
lump or ball, its head and feet being 
quite hidden, ::rnd is oft en attacked 6° 
a dog ·in that pofiure, without ,1en tur..: 
ing to.put its head out. Thofe animals 

• I 

·hich _ttempt to bite it, more fre~ 
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quently receive than give a wound. 

lt fleeps by day, and cries in the night> 

not much unlike a child that cannot 

fpeak. It is accufed of fucking cows> 

and i:nany parifh officers pay four­

pence for every one brought to them: 

but that is an error, its mouth being 

fo (mall ·as to excufe it from the charge. 

l3uffon, a curious writer on natural 

hiflory, kept them in his garden, and . 

fays they were very harmlefa, yet fer­

viceable •in eating infeas and worms._ 

THE NUR SE RY. 

How do t!i.ey first get fruit trees to 

J1larzt? Pips of applcs,_pears, and crabs, 

the kernels of di ve rs plums, fown early 

in the fpring<?f the year, become young 

plants .. and are called flocks, which in 

1' 2 

✓ 
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two or three years are grafted; fo that 
it is no uncornmon thing to find a may­
duke cherry growing on the ftock of 
the crab! or an apricot or Orleans 
plum ~n the {lock of a cherry! This 
is curious indeed! but how is it done? 
/\.n opening is made with a knife in the 
bark, near to t.he · top of the floe k, 
wherein is .put a healthy {hoot ( cion ·or 
bud) from a well known bearing fruit­
tree; being bound up with a bafs of a 
mat Qr frnall thread, and enclofed with 
clay; in a fe,.v months it !hoots into 
buds, leaves, and branch~s; in time it 
blofforns, and will bear the Came kind 
of fruit as the tree from which it was 
t~ k;~ n; 

Some curious perfons, by thefe 
m~ars, hay~ two 9r three kinds of frui~ 
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upon one tree, and in our garden is 

a goofeberry bufh, which bears rrd, 

black, and yellow; but I obferve the 

fruit of fLich trees is not fo fine in fize 

or flavour as thofe that bear but one 

fort. 
There are perfons who keep large 

· gardens, called nurferies, for raifrng 

of trees and plants, which they fell. 

When a tree decays, or is broken off 

py ~h~ wind, another is often- planted 
. . 

~o fupp~y its place.- Some trees are a 

long time ih coming to perfection ·; 

~ut when they bear fru~ they repay 

us for the labour in planting and 
. . . ... 

prunzng. 

: What do tliey rlo. with oldfi·uit trees? 

/i great many are burned; others are 
• • 1 

v ery ufefu\ for divers_ purpofes; the 

f 3 
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' pear-tre½, being a fol id wood, is made 

~nto \hairs and toy.s; the cherry and 
plum-tree are ufed for feveral pur­
pofes; the large walnut-tree makes 
good chairs, drawers, and tables, 
though not efleeined fo much as ma­
hogany, which comes from the \i\Teft- . 
J ndies and America, and i11 which, I 
am tole½ worms do not hreed to con­
fume it, as is the ca[e ,vith ina11y other 
forts of wood. 

I have seen blackbirds flying over 
walnut-trees . Perhaps they were 
crows. Crows love walnuts, and carry 
gre;1t quant1t1e~ away. The frnaller 
birds eat many grapes, cherries, and 
currants. \Va fps _are fond of pears, 
and other fweet fruits. Be careful to 
look ~t ripe pears, peaches, or plunu, 
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be fore v ou bite the rn ; as I have qftt' It 

found feveral \.vafj)s in th e1~:, \\'hic:i_1 La.cl 
eaten mon of ~he in!1de away, though 
the outfide appeared pFetty fair, e·x­
cept on~ fmall hole, whe reat they had 
entered. The '"·afp's fling is very ve­
nomous, and in .the mouth or throat 
may be dangerous. They <=:onflrua_ a 
comq jufl like that of a bee, and1 it is 
often found in the hole of a rotten 
tree, ot in the bank of a hedge in the 
fields; fometimes fchool:..boys, who go 
to defiroy it, a re fo violently flung 'as 
to be quite unwell ; if, therefore, you 
{hou1d ever fee a wafp's neft, care­
fully avoid it. ., 
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THE DucKs. 

Gall the dog from the pond; if the 
young ducks are there, he may hurt 
them. Prince, Prince, corne here; he 
does not -1nind ni_y calling. He runs 
verf fail; he cannot hear, he is fo far: . . . 
off. Let us go after him. 0 dear.~ 
he is in the water, will not he be 

' drowned? No, he can fwim,-mo~ 

dogs can f wjm,-but he mufi not war: 
ry the ducks: call him here. Prince~ 
<;ome awayr Now he hears, he comes; 

- ' 
good dog to come when called. But 

. ? 

naughty to swim after the duchs._:., 
rl7h_ere do the duclzs go at night ? W ~ 
have . a, little houfe like a dog-;~enryel 

made for th~m to go in ; but wheri 
there is .no !helter, they moflly Gt a'_~ 
he bank of a pond or river, to b~ re_a. 

• • • • t 
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rly to d1rop in upon an alaPn. Ducks 
and water-fowls do not r )Oft like ma­
ny other birds. I knew a young man, 
brought up in London, ,1,·ho being at. 
Herdord, came one evening, v'ery 
gravely, to inform the family, '' he he­
'-' lieved the duels were not well, as 
~c they would not go to roofl, for he 
" had fet them up feveral times, but 
f'· they fell down as often." 1-Ie was 
~onfufeq to find his good i,ntent raife 
a l.augh; but fmiled afterwards at his 
own fim plici ty.. 

Trr E M _A GP!ES • . ' 

I saw two b/ach ancL white uirds 
hojJjJin'g al·out one morning, and they 
1nade an ocld noise; -what c_m~ld tL:y 
/; e? Magpies, If llppofe; they do mak~ 
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a chattering noife, and, when young~ 
are foon· taught to fpeak or imitate 
many founds they hear. Tbey are riot 
v~ry choice of their food, but careful 

of it; for when they have eaten enough, 

they ·hide what is left for another time, 

and often hide many things they ihould 
not; fome fervants have been blamed 
for ·niflaying of trifling articles, which 

t ~ 

have b,een afte ·wards found in the 

magpie's biding-place. Its neft is 
built of _thorns ( and they place the 
thorns oNtwardl y) fafiened together 
with roots of grafs, then lined with 
grafs and wool, and plafiered with 
mud. It is quite cove red over the . . 

. ' 
top, to preferve the young ones _(of 
which it is ,,ery fond) from birds of 
prey.-An infiance of the kind care 
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<?fthat great Being, the Author ofNa·­

ture, \vho teachetb even the brute cre­

ation to be provident for its offspring. 

Corne pick a few cowflips and vio-

1.~ts, fome bluebells and woodbines, 

which frnell very fv,,.eet. lVhat are 

woodbines? A fl1rub growing in the 

hedge, and con tams fo f wect a moif­

ture in its flowers, that it is commonly 

called the honey-fuck.le. Go, pick 

them quickly; then .call our faithful 

rlog1 Prince, to return with us. · 

THE OG . 

Shall I give him 7ny lwnclhercl1.£ef, 

,with some jJears tied in it, .for him to 

carry Jwme in his moutli? I fear it will 

be too heavy. We fl1ould not over­

load him, for he is friendly eve;n to 
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thofe who ufe him ill; he {hives much 
to pleafe his m_afkr, and feems happy 
to offer his firength and ufefu1 talents 
for h1s fervice; he waits for orders and 

~ faithfully obeys them; he confults hi.5 
looks, and underflan¢s them ; 'is gtate­
f u l for the f1ighteft favours, a ncl foo11 
forgets injuries; he licks the handjuft 
raifed to Ilri ke him, and feems to beg 
an excufe by fubmiffion. At night 
the guard of. the houfe is committed 
to. his care; he is very quick of h.ear­
i ng in his fl cep; he [cents {hangers at 
a diflanc e, and barks an alarm at their 
approach; be drinks frequently, though 
not in abundance. 

He is uG ful to the {hephe rd, he con. 
du8:s the fl1e ep to the fold, and watches 
for their fafety , he is almofl the only 
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animal that knows and anfwers to his 
name; he has a moft. curious nofe , for 
he ~an find his maft.er by the frnel! 
arnongft a great many people; and by 
that means he can trace his footficps 
for many m·ilcs. In fome countri es 
they make la rge dogs draw carriages ; 
and in Londo n I have feen one fo 
traEtable., as to 1ead a poor blind man 
carefull y along, flop before his feet, 
when in a· dang"erous ? i¼th, and eage rl y 

1 

pul I him from a pofl, or round th e 
corne~ .of a {hcet. Sometimes naught y 
boys tic a n ol d tin .kettle to their tails-, 

I 

which making a no}fe againfl th e 
ground, affri ghts the dog, whi ch runs 
ve ry tafl wi ~h the ,burth en in . great 
pain; and, if in very hot weather, 
m ight caufe him to go mad, and wh o~ 

C 
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ever he bites at that time, is in dan­
ger of being fo too. Chlldren do not 
perhaps confider thefe things; for I 
would hope they did not intend to be 
fo cruel. 

THE . CONC LU SION. 

I have told you the bee draws ho­
ney from n~any flowers; f o you may 
get knowledge from many things by 
obfervatiori: we may fee how the 
chickens obey their mother's call; we 
may find the little ant providing in 
fummer againfl wjnt.cr; · and we may 
fee how Io'ving and innocent the doves 
dwell together; ·wha t care the all . ( 

take of their young ; and could we 
fee the dutiful ilork (as it is faid) che­
rifhing and f upporting its aged parent, 
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we mufl admire the wifdom of the 
works of Providence. 

Def pife no one with who1:3 Y<?U may 
be in c0mpany, for their appearance 
orfimple behaviour. Many a fine gem 
has a rough outfide; and we know not 
how to value the tree, till we are ac­
quainted ·with its fruit. Interrupt no 
one in converfation; be quick to hear, 
flow to fpeak; veffels found moft when 

empty: 
As many things "require my being 

from home for fame tim_e to come, let 
me caution you to be loving and kind 
to one another, and to a11 thofe about 
you. Endeavour to avoid all little 
quarrels at play. 

_·Do nothing in my abfence you 
would not like me to fee you do; re­

G 2 · 
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member, though no man may fee you, 
God can. Ufe not his name in a fa­
miliar manner. The very thoughts of 
our hearts a re naked to his view. 
His gooclnefs is v.iGb}e in all his 
works. Creatures innumerable fp~ak. 
his praife. ' , 

If favoured with health at my re­
turn, I may have opportunity to give 
further hints to my children on divers 
fubje~~; in tl{e mean ti~e, endeavour 
to learn fame of the following verfes 
i nd fente;1ces. 
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THE DECLARATION, 

I EN VY no one's birth or fame, 
Their title, train, or drefs; 

Nor l1as my pride e'er firetch'd its airq 
Beyond what I poffefs. 

I afk not, wifh not, to' appear, 
More beauteous, rich, or gay; 

l3ut to be wifer every year, 
And better every day. 

Av o ID company where it is not 'Pro" 
£table or neceffary; and then fpeak. little 
andlafi. 

Many have fuffered by over-talking, bf\t 
few by filence. 

If we think twice before we f peak, we 
may f peak twice 'the better for it. 

Silence is wifdom, ~here fpeaking is 
~ 

fol_ly. 
Better fay nothing, than not to the pur­

_pofe; and for this reafon we have two eap, 

G 3 
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and but one tongue, becaufc we lliouhl 

hear much 1 and fpeak but littlu. 
Keep a clufe mouth, if thoq v,:ouldfi: 

hav~ q. -wife head. 

BE TvIINDFUI,, OF STRANGERS. 
'\ V n EN you <!- wilper'd travel !er ITI~\:t, 

Guide to tl~c ~oacl his erring feet; 
Or to your roof, if late, inyi te, 
A1-1d fhield him from the damps of n_ight. 
Tu fli 11 the \·o ice-of anguifh, try 
'To wipe tbe teA-r from farrow's eye ; 
And every good you can, impart, 
\Vith ready ha11d, c).nd glowing heart; 
So Ih aU you p.,ifs, from ·manhopd's :fl:age, 
Smoothly along tµe Dope of ag-e: 
Then from the-pleafing journey refl:, 
In peaceful f1cep, belov'd qnq bl~:fl: . 

... 
BE VIRTUOUS, . 

vVo u LD ys>u the bloom of youth {hould ]~fr, 
:Tis virtue that mufi: bind it fafi; 
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An eaf y carriage wholly free 

Fro111 fo ~1r rcferve or levity; 

Go~ d-natured mirth, an open heart, 

And looks unfkill 'd in any art; 

T.hefe are the charms that ne'er decay, , 

Though youth and beauty fade away; 

And time, which all things elfe remo\·es, 

Still heighte1~s yirtue, and improves. 

THE REOUEST. 
. """' ~ . 

I. 
' . PRE s ER v E me Lord, am1dfr the crowd, 

From ev'ry thought that's vaiq and proud; 

And raife my wand'ring mind t~ fr,c 

H .ow goqd it. is to tru.fl iq. d}~e~ 
.. 

II. 

From :}11 the enemies of truth, 

Do thou preferve me through my youth; 
And free ~y mind from worldly cares, . 

Y outhfol fins and youthful f.Rare~. 
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III. 

· Within my heart, where evil's prone, 

Let feeds of early grace be fown; 

And water'd by thy heavenly love: 

Till it £hall rife to joys above. 

· f,IFE IS SHORT. 

0 u R Iife,-Iike any weaver's fhuttle flies,. 
Or I ike a t~ndei flow'ret fades and dies; . 

Or like a race it end3 --without delay, 

0 r like a vapour vanifhes away; 

Or like a candle which each moment wafies, 

Or like a veffel _under fail it ha.fies; 

Or like a pofl it gallops very fafi, 

Or like the {hadow of a cloud that's pafl:. 

Our caflle is but weak, and flrong the foe, 

Our breath is fhort, our death is certain too; 

But as his coming is a fecret frill, < 

Let us be ready, come death when he will. 
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THE TEN COMMANDMENTS. 

RENOUNCE all other gods, but only me; 

And to no imao-e bow thy heart or knee. 
0 • 

Take not the awful name of God in vain, 

Nor e'er his holy fabbath-day profane. 

Honour thy parents,and thou long fhalt live; 

Commit not murder, but all wrongs forgive. 

From filthy lufis, keep foul and body free, 

Nor fieal, though prefs'd by dire .neceffrty .. 

Again ft thy neighbour, ne'er falfe witnefs 
b.ear. 

N or covet goods, in which thou haft no 
{hare. 

Extra8: from the BOOK of vVrsDOM : 
" Despise 1ot tlzy lvlotlter when she is 
" !I" 0 ( . 

'Tr's \Vifdom fpeaks-. her voice divine 

Att(:nd, my fon, and I ife is thine'. 

Let Virtue's lamp thy foodleps guide, 

A.nd !hun the _dang'rous _heights of pride; 
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The peaceful vale, the golden mean, 

The 'path of life purfue ferene. 

From infancy what fufferings f pring­

While yet a naked helplefs thing, 

"\i\Tho o'er thy limbs a cov'ring cafl:, 

To fhield thee from th' inclement blaft? 

Thy mother~honour her-her arms 

Secu/d thee from a thoufand harms; 

When helplefs, hanging on her breafl:, 

She footl ~d thy fobbing heart t_o reft; 

Thoughtful of thee, before the day 

Shot through the dark its rifing ray; 

Thoughtfu l of thee, when fable night 

Again had quench'd the beams of light; 

To heav'n, in ceafelefs pray'r for thee, 

She rais 'd lier head, and bent her knee. 

Def pife her not, no·w feeble grown- · 

Oh! make her wants and viroes thy own; 

Let not thy lips rebel: DOI_- eyes, ~ 

Ha weaknefs, frailty, years, def pife; 

From youtl1ful infolenc e defe1i d, 

Be patron; hufbancl, guardian, friend; 
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Thus !ha1t thou foothe, in life's decline, 

' . 

The mis 1ries that may once be thine. 

Po EM written on a Pane ~f Glass. 

A RA v EN once an acorn took, 

F~om Kingfgate 1s tallefi, fioutefl tree ; 

, He hid it in a neighb'ring broq,k, 

And liv'd another oak to fee. 

Thus melahcho1y buries hope, 

"\i\Thich Providence frill keeps aliYe; 

He bids us in affiiRion lrnpe, 

And all dif quietudes furvive. 

A HYJ\!lN. 

Go D of my health, whofe tender c;arc 

. Fir11 gave me power to mo\·c, 

How Dull my thankful heart declare 

The \Vondcrs of thy love? 

Whilfi '1/oid oF thought and fenfe I Ja y, 

Dufl: of my par.e~1t eart11, 

Thy brcatl1 inform 'cl the fl eeping clay. 

Arid qlled 1ne to the birth, 

., 



• ( 72 ) 
From thee the parts their fafhion took; 

Ere -life was yet begun ; 
And in the volume of thy book 

\Vere written one by one. 

Thine eye beheld, in open vie_w, 
The yet unfinilli'd plan; 

The fha~owy lines thy pencil drew, 
And form'd the future man. 

0 may this frame, that rifing gr~w 
Beneath thy plafiiis hands, 

Be fl.udious ever to purfue 
Whate'er thy will commands. 

The foul that moYes this earthly load , 
TJ1y 'femblance let it bear; 

Nor Iofe the traces of a God, 
vVho :Hamp 1<l his image there, 

E~ D OJ.<' VO.L. I • 

.P1i11ted by Darton aud Harvc)', Gracechurch-fircet . 
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