





/4/ T
7
1//#/?/// ///M//A (e %ff/(’é/

7%»{47 / s / z ; ,;-,'t",:’.///z/;//,
/é’////// //¢’7 ' / d// K rpte

r//? - '//’/ 07 /7 ////’/ // */’////f Zz J/







LITTLE TRUTHS,

FOR THE INSTRUCTION OF

CHILDRE.N,

B

See Page 61.

oo * Vor. I.
«G@@OQOQ,—
YLonoon:

PRINTED AND SOLD BY DARTON AND HARVEY,
GRACECHURCH-STREET,
1802.

Price Sixpence.






INTRODUCTION,

IT has been obferved by fome authors,
that the minds of children are as white
paper, from which erroneous impreffions
are difficult to erafe. The learned ADDI-
SON compares them to marble in the quar-
Ty, capable of bemg formed and fquared
by a gradual procefs, previous to its being
made ufeful or polithed : in this view doth
the compiler of the following pages behold
the minds of infants. Ha{fing feen the great
hurt of imprefling falfe ideas on theirminds,
and the Jp{ssmany are at in riper years, for
want of proper information in their child-
hood on divers fubjeéts, has induced him
to {ubmit the following fheets to the con-
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dideration of parents, for the ufe of their
children ; hoping, they may be infiru@ed
to avoid the fimilar miftake of a parent (re-
puted fenfible in many things) who, upon
feeing the é/oom upon fome black plums
in a garden, exc¢laimed, “ I never knew
till now where powder blue came from!”

And while the mind is informed on na-
taral {ubjeéts, it is hoped, they may prove
as pointings to the great Creator of them ;
as the more his works are admired, the
greater his omnipotence and wifdom ap-
pear.

To render this little work familiar to the
meaneft capacity, the editor has chofen a
method after the manner of converfations
between children and their inftru&ors.—
The obfervations of the children are in
italics.



LITTLE TRUTHS, &c.

——*'—

OME, children, let us walk to the
™~ farm, and {ee what is doing there.
How far is it to the farm ? 1 cannotfay
exactly, but it isnot too far towalk ; we
muft go down the lane, as far as the
white gate, then through one field,
aver the crooked ftile into the park ;
and there we may fee the farm at the
bottom of the hill. Let Sally and
Hannah have their bonnets on, and
take their clogs with them, as the
grafs may be damp with the dew.
How {weetly the birds fing—there
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e
is one on yonder {pray fings very loud
indeed! Surely it is a great bird to
sing so loud! Thatis not always the
cafe; for the wren is a fmall bird and
fings very loud; and fome little boys
and girls make more noife with their
tongues than {ome men and women
.do ; but I hope you will not fpeak fo
loud as to be noify, now you are go-
ing to the farm, where all feems very
quiet, except the hens, which have juft
laid their eggs, and feem proud to
tell of it—Cluck! Cluck ! Click-d-ra-
Cluck !—what a noife indeed !

Tur Hen anp CHICKENS.

Sed, there is a hen and chickens
ftrayed from the farm. Obferve how
the chickens run when fhe calls them
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{6 fhould little children always attend
to the call of their parents.‘ The hen
is like a2 kind mother,—{cratches for
food, and when fhe finds it, calls her
chicks to eatit. In a cold feafon the
calls them under her wings, where {he
keeps them warm; there fhe fhades
them from the heat of the noon-tide
{fun, and there fhe fhelters them from
heavy rains.

How many chickens are there? Pray
tell them. One, two, three, four, five,
Does

every hen have ten chickens? No;

sixy seven, eight, nine, ten.

fome have more, fome lefs; it is faid
to be a good hen that raifes ten chicks,
though “lome have raifed fourteen or
fixteen at a time.

What is the matter ! How the hen
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screams, and lifts up her wings! Poot
hen and chicks, we will not hurt you !
See! there is a bird flying round and
round over them; it is a ha\ﬁ;k\,. which
the poor hen fears*will come for her
chickens. Hawks are birds of prey,
and eat {mall birds when they can
catch them. Letus throw up our hats
and fcare it away ;

there it goes,
naughty hawk! If we had not been
here the hawk might have got a chick-
en to eat. Run home, poor hen and
chickens. Ab, run away, for I think
you will be glad to be at the barn-door
where the fight of the fierce cock may
keep the hawk away.

As the hawk was so /u'gh: Dot could
he see the chickens? The hawk has
a fine eye, and can difcern fmall birds
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at a great diftance.—The public new{-
papers make mention of a hawk (when
flying over a houfe which was in a
park in Effex) which fecing fome ca-
nary birds in a cage, that hung in the
window of the hall, darted down at
them from a great height, and perithed
in the attempt to feize them ; he was
found on the floor by one of the fer-
vants, bleeding in his wounds,~being
very much cut with the glafs of the
window, through which he had paffed.

Tue Farm-House.

What a fine profpeét on this rifing
ground ; green fields and pleafant plants
furround us; obferve-the farm-houfe
under yon lofty trees. But what makes
the top look yellow? the top' of our
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house is red. The top of the farm-
houfe is thatched, that is, covered with
ftraw, made tight with twigs and wood-
en pegs ; it looks neat when firft done,
keeps out wind and water, and comes
cheap to the farmer, as no tiles are
made near this farm, and the firaw
orows on his land. Does straw grow ?
Yes; wheat, barley, rye, and oats
grow on long ftalks, and thefe ftalks
when dry, are called ftraw. 4nd does
malt grow on stalks? No; malt is
made from barley ; being firft put in-
to water, the grain vegetates, that 1s,
begins to grow, and acquires a pecu-
liar {weetnefs, as moft feeds do in a
ftate of vegetation ; then it is s dried at
a fire called a malt-kiln, and kept for
making beer. The making of beer
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is called brewing, and thofe who make
it the brewers. Moft farmers make
beer and bake bread. Then farmers
are brewers and bakers? Only for
their own families ;—they have in ge-
neral a number of fervants, boys, men,
and maidens.—Some to plough and
fow, and others to dig and hoe.

d Tue Cow.

See, there is a maiden milking a
cow ;—how quiet the cow ftands eat-
ing hay! but fome cows kick very
much, and then their hind legs are
tied, left they fhould kick over the
pail, or hurt the milk-maid. Does a
cow give much milk? One cow gives
four quarts of milk, fome give more,
and fome not {o much. Sure there
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must be a large family to drink all the
milk so many cows giwe? It 1s not
all ufed in the farm-houfe; fome is
made intobutter, and fome into cheefe,
which the farmer fells to help to pay
his rent. 8o then, Sally, they make
butter and cheese of milk ; what child
would have thought so, if it were not
told 2 There is another cow got a calf;
how it jumps and {kips, then runs and
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fucks a little milk.  Poor little calf!
may I stroke it? 1 fear it will not
ftand fiill ; fee, there are horns on its
forehead.  But it is not the same co-
lour as the cow ; well, that is very
odd : the cow has a white backh and
spotted szdes, and the calf is all red,

but with a white face and tail! That
is very common, my dear Tom, for
{fome black cows have red and white
calves ; and fee, Sally’s hair is quite
brown, her fifter’s is red, and their

mother’sisblack : thefe are fome of the
fecret works of Providence, and too
difficult for us to give juft reafons for.

A
Coay

Tae Oax TrEE.
Butcome let us fit down on the banL
under the oak tree, and there you may
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find fome acorns, and if we take a few
to the farm, the pigs may be glad to
cat them ; but do not eat any your-
felves. W hat are acorns ? The {feeds
of the oak ; one of which produces a
young tree, and in a number of years
puts forth many branches; when it is
cut down, and the body being fquared
with an axe, it is called timber: with
the large trees they build fhips to go on
the feas; with fome they build houfes,
barns, and flables; make chairs, draw-
ers, and tables: the branches make
pofts, rails, gates, and various imple-
ments of hufbandry; with the bark
leather 13 tanned; and the roots are
busao o Woenderful are the works of
nature ; what great things come from
a hittle acorn'!
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Tne Bee.

Hark ! there flies a bee, humming
as it goes; take care, children !—Now
it comes this way! Do not offer to
firike it, and then it may not hurt;
but, if offended, it may; the fling is
very venomous, caufing great pain and
fwelling.  Is this such a bee as we read
of in the hymn Look? Yes, it is; let
me hear Sally repeat what fhe has read.

“ How doth the little buly bee
c Improve each fhining hour,

** And gather honey all the day
“ From ey’ry op’ning flow’r.

¢« How fkilfully fhe builds hez<ell,
¢« How neat fhe fpreads the wax,
¢ And labours hard to flore it well
¢« With the {weet food fhe makes.”
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Avery good child to remember what
fhe reads; I have {een the little things
very bufy at work, through a glafs;—
the comb they make is very curious;
they work very hard in fummer, ga-
thering wax and honey for their {fup-
port in winter; they carry all the dead
bees out of their hives, nor do they
fuffer any to live among them that do
io work ; their honey 1s very ufeful
on many occafions ; their wax forms
a part of many ointments or {alves to
heal wounds; and, when whitened,
makes good candles. And our maid
ruls it on a brush to polish the fur-
niture w#h., Yes; but let us walk
on, left we catch cold with fitting
here, '
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Tue MoLks.

‘There 1s a mole-trap; go, fee if it
has caught a mole. Yes, it has. Feel
what a foft fkin. I am afraid of it ;
let Charles feel it. It will not hurt:
it is quite dead. Poor little mole:
why did they kill it ? To prevent its
making more hills, by {cratching for
worms to eat; fee, what a many hills
there are; and, if let alone for fome
time it would be difficult to mow the
grafs down ; it is great labour to cut
down mole-hills.  Charles says a
mole is tlind. That is a common er-
ror ;- they have eyes, though very
fmall ones; if their {kins were larger,
they would make very warm clothing,
as foft as velvet; if the fkin of this
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mole were dried, it would make a
purfe for a farmer’s man. .Adnd 1t
would make Hannahl’s doll a good
muff.

Come on Henry; and leave off
picking flowers now, as the grafs may
foon be wet. How can the grass be
wet, it does not rain? ‘There is a
moift vapour arifes from the earth,
and falls down again; fometimes we
can {ee it arife, and fometimes we can-
not ; it is called dew, and great is the
nourifhment that many plants andherbs
receive therefrom ; in low moift places
it rifes more frequently than on the
hills, which makes the valleys moft
fruitful : and when the fummer is
about to leave us, or in the winter {ea-
fon, it riles fo falt as to caufe a fog,
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and falls like fmall rain again to the
earth. O, I remember to have seen a
man’s hat and hair all wet, and some-
iimes white with the dew! That was
in winter, when the air was fo cold as
to freeze it as it fell. g
. A e

There is the farm-yard; what a
number of cocks and hens, and fome
pigs! And what a great dog ! I hope
he is chained up ; how he barks! Do
not go near him, though he wags his
tail now, and looks good-naiured ; he
barks to let the family know fomebody
1s coming. [Zhere is our dog? There
he runs, Sally; come herey Prince,
and let thole goflings alone. See how
the gander fights with his wings, and
hark ‘how the goofe hiffes; come here,
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Prince, they are quite afraid. See, @
woman is coming with a broom! But
there they all runinto the water. What
little things to swim so fasi? Yes,
Charles, but « duck is less, and swims
quite as well. They are formed {o to
do; their bodies are flat, their feathers
light, and their feet webbed to {wim
with: they catch flies on the water;
they eat {mall frogé and duck-weed ;
they come out of the water to eat
worms, and get {fome corn to eat in
the farm yard. ‘

What a large pond ! where does the
water come from ? Some water {prings
from the earth, and out of many a hill
or rock, and fome falls in rain from
the clouds, and defcending on the hills,
runs to the valleys and low places,
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and in its courfe forms ditches and ri-
vers, which finally empty themfelves
into the fea. Ponds or pools of wa-
ter do not run, and are not {o good

as {pring or river water.

e T

See that pretty lamb, eating milk
and bread from the child’s bowl. I
should like such a lamb, but he would
dirt our house, and brother Charles
would ride him as he does Prince.
Poor innocent lamb! -He runs when
called, walks with the children into
the field, eats a little grafs, trots home
by their ide, and in a {fummer even-
ing {kips and gambols about, tll he 1s

N
tired, and lies down to reft.
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TuE PoNEY.

What a litile poney that boy rides !
— He has been into the fields with beer
for the labourers, he brings home the
empty bottles, he carries them thetr
dinner when too far to come for it s
he gOés to market with a fack of corn
and fome fowls,and brings home plums
from the fhop to make puddings. Poor
little horse ; good little boy ; if I had
that horse 1 would do so too.

Yet, I fear, my little Charles would
not be long content with fo {teady a
horfe as the ploughboy rides; he rode
his wooden horfe at home f{o faft asto
throw it )ox‘cr, breakiiits ibead, and
make his own nole bleed. That was
not a lwe horse, and on t//.eﬁat stones



in the yard. But the fame thing might
happen on an even road, to thofe who
want to go fo very faft, either on alive
or wooden horfe; live horfes have a
deal of {pirit, and are very ftrong s
fome run away with men on them, and
what would a little boy do? [ would
hold tight by his mane. That will not
always fave a rider; for thofe who
ride with great care are in danger of
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ing thould the horfe ftart.
member to have read of LAMBERT
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efcape of Cuthbert Lambert, of New-
caltle-upon-Tyne, who  was riding
full fpeed over Sandiford ftone bridge,
and endeavouring to turn his horfe
round fuddenly, the bealt farted
and leapt over the battlement; the
horfe was killed by the fall, it being
‘twenty feet to the bed of the water,
but the man was providentially caught
in the boughs of an ath, where he hung
by his bands, till relieved by fome paf-
fengers coming that way. I hope,
therefore, my children will be careful
never to get on a horfe without my
knowledge.
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Tue Birp’s Ecacs.

What pretty things that boy has got!
What are they? How spotted! and
what nice colours! O, naughty boy !
what pain muft the poor birds feel for
the lofs of fo many eggs! Are they
eggs? Yes; there are many forts of
birds, and each fort lays a different
egg; cvery egg that boy has gotten
might have brought a bird. We fre-
quently fee hens’ eggs; they bring
;chickens; the motllér fits on, warms,
and animates them ; in about twenty-
one days chickens are formed within
them ; ihey burft the fhell, come out,
and in a few days run and-eat, as we
have feen them ddjuﬁ now.

1 saw a bird one day with some

D 2
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straw in its mouth. That was to help
to build a neft. But the birds at our
house build theirs with mud. Thofe are
{wallows: but every bird's neft is not
formed alike, nor is every bird alike :
fome are large, and do but little, others
{mall and induftrious; fome are beau-
tiful, and their plumage has half a
dozen colours; others have but one
or two dull colours; fome never perch
on trees, and others live at all times
in them ; fome live on fruits; fome
{eek infe&ts and catch flies ; and num-
bers of others feize {mall birds and
eat them, as the hawk wanted to do by
the chickens.

T/zey are cruel birds ta eat others.
And do such birds build nests? All
birds have nefts; the large ones build
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their nelts in high places, as in woods,
and in the holes of rocks, above our
reach ; the eagle brings forth its young
in the cliffs of craggy rocks ; the owl,
that feldom flies by day, and is only
heard by night, fecks a retired fitua-
tion, perhaps the fummit of a ruined
barn, or lays her eggs in a hollow
tree: the jackdaws build their nelts
in caftles or fteeples, and fometimes
in the ufelefs chimney of an old man-
fion ; the lark, that is {eldom feen on
any tree, but fings while mounting in
the air, is contented with her neft up-
on the ground ; fome make their nefts
in trees and hedges; and the little tom-
tit makes a curious neft indeed ; the
rook builds a neft with twigs, and itis
lmed with wool or hair ; I have known

»D 3
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part of an old wig found in the lining
of a crow’s neft ; fome plaifter the in-
{ide of their nefts with mud, and others
line them with the fofteft and warmeft
materials; and, I am told, fome birds
take their own feathers for their little’
ones to repofe upon.

In their nefts they lay their eggs;
the cock and hen at times fit on them
in the neft with great care; the warmth
of their bodies puts every thing in mo-
tion within the eggs, which produce
little creatures, who break the fhell
that holds them and come forth.

When the hen fits alone, the cock
will bring her food, fit on {fome neigh-
bouring {pray, and often fing to pleafe
her: when the young are hatched,
the old ones feed them with great care,
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fly far for their food, and divide it
equally among the brood. In ftorms,
they hurry to their neft, and cover it
with their wings to keep out wind and
water from hurting them; all night
they cherifh the little things from cold
damps; and when any one would fteal
or hurt them, they flee around their
neft in pain, and feem to call in great
diftrefs for help ; they will attack the
robber and purfue him. Even the hen
and goofe will attack the greateft dog,
nor fear a man who attempts to hurt
or take away their brood.

I have feen young chaffinches fhut
~within a cage, hung up in a garden,
where the old ones came regularly to
feed them, till they were able to pick
up their own food. As parents are
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careful to provide for their children,
{o are birds careful of their young! I
hope none of you will ever {teal their
eggs or broods to give them pain.
Poor little birds ! 1 hope we shall ne-
ver hurt them.
.. As the {un 1s now fetting, and the
farmer returned from his day’s labour,
he has called the family together, un-
der the old oak-tree at the door, and
1s about to read the Bible to them:
we will not difturb them, by going too
near the houfe, but return home and
read our Bible too, hoping to come
again fome other time.

- ¢ At evening tide the air ferene,
Behold a rural pleafant {cene, 9
The bleating herds, the lowing kine,
The fpreading oak, the tow’ring pine;
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The ajr from noxious vapours free,
Whilft {quirrels trip from tree to tree,
And the {weet fongﬁérs hover round
Herbs and flowers that deck the ground ;
Each their yarious bloom produce,
Some for delight, and fome for ufe;
With wonder view the great de'ﬁgns,
In which fuperior Wifdom fhines.
Revere his name, admire his love,

And raife our thoughts to things above.”
R e 5

MoORNING.

~ The lark, pleafed with the falling
fhowers, arofe this morning with the
fun, and foaring upward, feemed to
{ing the praifes of its Maker., What -
a fine feafon! how {weet the cool air
{mells, now mixed with the fcent of
many flowers! Do, pray, let us take a
walk this morning ; I was so pleased
last evening, I should like to go again.
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If it continue fair, perhaps we may
go after breakfaft ; as that is not yet
ready, call the other children here;
let us fit down and read fome book.

Give the book to Hannah ; I hope
fhe will fpeak up, and mind her ftops:
what book is it? ¢ Counsel to Chil-
dren.” - Well, read with care.

« Watch all your words, and ever fpeak
40 thie triutl

% What more belov’d, or comely is in
f g youth ?

$¢; Lie not 1n jeft, nor in a trifling thing;

¢« *T1s {hll a /ze, and may to greater bring.

s« If, by negle&t, by chance, or otherwife,

¢« A dread of fome difpleafure fhould arife;

¢ Humbly declare it unto thofe you fear,

¢ And thus make way that they the ¢ruth
¢ may, hear:
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““Idoubt I've fomething donethatis amifs;

“ Benot difpleas’d, I'll tell you what it is.

¢ What parent or what friend would
““ angry be, :

“ When youth fo honeft and fo wife they
¢ fee?

“ Ill company, that worlt of fnares re=
¢ frain;
¢« Let them entice, but ftill entice in vain,
¢ How will your parents, or your friends
*f rejoirce,
“ When they fhall hear their children’s
““ happy choice!”

Very good advice ; I hope you will
all attend to it, never daring to tell
an untruth : try, Hannah, iflittle Tom
can learn to fay it without the book.
What are books made of? Paper.
What is paper made of ? Some with
rags, fome with ropes; white paper is
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made with white rags, and brown pa-
per is made with old ropes or fack-
ing.—Where do they make paper ?—
At the mill: the rags and materials
are beat and ground fine, when foaked
in water, with alum and gummy fub-
ftances, till quite of a thick jelly, it is
poured on a frame, dried, and then
prefled into fheets.. But what use can
the poor woman make of the old pa-
per she picks up in the streets? She
fells it; and it is worked into paper
boards, which are covered over with
printed or ftained paper, and made
into boxes, fuch as we often hear the
man cry, “ Buy a box, buy a hat or
a bonnet box.” If rags make paper,
what are rags made of ? Clothes of
all forts, worn and torp, are called
VOL. I, E
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rags; fome of filk, fome of linen, and
fome of woollen. Hemp and flax,
grow in plants, and, when ripe, the
fibres are picked, foaked, or beaten
out ; and are {pun into thread by wo-
men and children; then 1t is woven
into cloth by the weaver, and with a
needle and thread made into {hirts,
fhifts, fro’clgs, and handkerchiefs ; this
fort of cloth is called linenyand the
feed of the flax is called linfeed. But,
remember, a great many ropes, hnes,
cords, and. packing thread ({uch as
boys fpin tops with) are made of
hemp; it is only the fineft fort of
hemp that is made into eloth, and that
is cfieemed coarle, though very firong
wear for poor people. There are large
quantitics of cotton (which grows on
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a trec in the Weft-Indies) brought to
England, where it is {pun and woven
into cloths and checks. At Notting-
ham many cotton- ftockings are made ;
and at Manchefter large quantities of
cotton is manufaftured into cloth for
garments, called calico, great quan=
tities of which are printed for gowns,
sc.

For woollen cloth we are indebted
to the fheep; they are fhorn once a
year; the wool s combed, whichcleans
“and {mooths it, then {pun into threads
of different fizes, called yarn; {ome
is twilted, and then called worfted ;
{fome is woven into camblets, and {un-
dry neat clothes for women’s wear;
others are woven into ftouter cloths
for men, and a great quantity of wor-

E 2
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fted is knit into ftockings, caps, and
gloves. : ¥
But what makes silk 2 Silk is pro-
duced by a particular kind of worm,
‘tefembling a caterpillar; it comes to
England from many warm countyies.
From the'Eaft-Indics, large quantities
are- annually brought; very litde is
produced in England: but we may
get fome filk-worms foon, and as they
feed on mulberry leaves, we fhall be
able to fee the manner in which they
produce filk.—Hark! the bell rings,
breakfaft is ready, let us go direéily.

Be -careful to make no dirt with
Y6u1j bread ‘dnd bu}tter; fit upright;
and, when any of you drink, haold the
mugs of milk and water tight. Keep
vour feet off the frames of the chairs;
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give nothing to the cat or dog with-
out afking leave.

How thankful we ought to be for
fuch a refrefhing meal, whilt many
poor families have {carcely bread to
eat.

How can any body want, when
there is such a deal of corn grows ?
That will take too long for me to tell
now ; but many pooer men have large
families, and earn barely enough to
find them food from day to day; and
if unwell, the family depending on the
labour of the man’s hands, are often
ij) diftrefs for bread or clothes; and
fome go without fhoes‘and ftockings,
And sometimes, Charles, the poor man
dies. Then the mother bas hard work
to keep the children. Qur poor washer-

r 3
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woman has three children, they have
no father, and the Liggest girl carries
the little Loy to suck when their mother
15 at work from home. 1 have scen
mamma give them some of our clothes .
and some victuals. When the chil- ;
dren are big enough, I would have
Sally and Hannah go fometimes and -
teach them to read and work at their
necdle, as it may greatly recommend
ithem for places to get a living 1in.
Their mother cannot teach them for
want of time, being employed 1n pro-
curing bread: fhe claims our pity,
.and 1s much to be efteemed for her
honefly ; it is a. virtue, and fhineg
greaté{‘t in the midit of poverty: Her
induftry is another virtue ; and were
it not for the grief which feems to fit
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heavy on her brow, for the late lofs
of her dear hufband (the father of her
childrerand fupport of her little flock) -
the {eems Ipatiently to bear her lot;
and it would give pleafure to fome
minds, to fee with what joy her chil-
dren run to meet her in the evening,
clinging round her knees; and what
comfort fhe feems to feel on finding
them in health ; bher firft care 1s to in-
quirc how they fpent the time in her
abfence ; and, while they rtlate, fhe
divides fome food, the bounty of her
employer, equally among them.

Go, reach me that book, called
e« Iyuits of a Father's Love.”. Here,
Sally, read this. ‘

« 1 recommend little children, wi-
¢ dows, and infirm or aged perfons,
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® chiefly to you ; fpare fomething out
““ of your own beliy, rather than let
“ their’s go pinched. Avoid that great
“ {in of needlefs expence on your per-
“ fons, and on your houfes, whilft the
 poor are hungry and naked. My
“ bowels have often been moved, to

“fee very aged and infirm" peop]e,

““ but efpecially poor he]plefs chil-

“ dren, lie all night, in bitter weather,
““at the threfholds of doors, inthe open
“ ftreets, for want of better lodging.
“ I have made this refleétion, If you
“were so exposed, how hard would it
“ be to endure I” 2z

What anfwer can my children make
to that lalt refle@tion ? Why, it would
le very hard to fie in the streets, and
I hope no children ever will again, as
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there are so many houses luilding.
There are more houfes and roems al-
ready than would fupply the people
who want; but the misfortune is, many
who have houfes will not open them
to many who have none.

1 believe the [uperfluity of the clothed
would more than cover the naked, and
the parts of houfes not ufed, would
more than {upply thofe who have {carce
a hovel to dwell in. But the poor, in
many parts of England,are taken more
care of than formerly ; as houfes of
induftry are now built, to which many
retire in feeble old age, and find a ftill
retreat; their wants are relieved, and
their bddies covered with clothing that
is warm, fimple, and decent.

Pray may we go into the orchard ?
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Yes, if you will remember not to eat
any fruit without my knowledge. 1
will take care little Charles and Tom
shall not, and I hope we know better.
Better than to do what? Than to eas
any thing that is poison. But I only
let you go on conditicns, that you eat
nothing without my feeing and con-
fenting ; for eating unripe fruit, and
fome, perhaps, withered withlyinglong
on the ground, may do more harm than
youthink for. Well, we will endeavour
to be careful to eat nothing without
leave. Not one apple, I charge you;
for every apple caten now will reduce
the quantity of cider. Do they make
cider of apples? Yes, fure; as I have
-a little time to {pare, I will go into
the orchard, and tell you how that 1s
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done. We all love cider : it 1svery
pleasant in hot weather : may we have
some now ? Not till dinner-time ; we
have not long breakfafted, and it is
quite improper for little folks to drink
between meals; here are fome rafp-
berries, eat of them, Some red and
some white : do they all grow on one
tree 9 Not on-one bufh ; the red grows
on one, the white on another ; but it
would puzzle many perforis to tell by
the bufh, which bearx awh ile or-which
a red, till the fruit appears the fame
thing may be obl ferved in currants and
goofeberries : though the black S\l
rant bulh is very well known from
the red and white, as the leaves, wood,
and fmell are different. All plants‘ of
this kind, bearing {mall fl mt are called
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buflies, fuch as grow in gardens, g
well as thofe in woods and felds : then,
remember, ﬂoes, hips, haws, black-
berries, and fuch kinds of fruit, grow
on bufhes, which are a provifion for
the poor harmlefs birds in winter, when
froft and fnow cover the ground, and

they cannot come at any other kind
of food.

THE Orcuarp,

Come, now for the orchard : what
Jine apples on the trees! And a good
fprinkling of pears. © But I wish to
know how apples make cider. Shut to
the orchard gate, to keep the pigs out,
and I will relate how it is done.

W hen the applesare ripe, we {queeze
them in a machine for that purpofe ;
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and taking the pulp, put it into large
hair bags, in which it is prefled til}
all the juice runs out; it is then put
into a large: calk, and let {tand in a
warm place, where it foon begms’o
ferment. ‘Ferment! praywhatistn t?
: jVVé have {een beer work out of the
bung-hole of a barrel, and {forwill the
juice from the apples work or ferment
of itfelf; after this fermentation has
continued fome time, it acquires the
tafte and properties of cider ; and then
it is drawn off into cafks and bottles:
and 1 am told this 1s the manner of
‘making wine in warm countries. And
can l/zej mdake wine of apples 2 Noj;
wine is made ol grapes: but a fimilar
procefs is ufed in making wine from
grapes, as in making cider from apples.
F
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Pears make a pleafant liquor called
perry. Crabs, with which verjuice is
made, are very four, and grow wildin
fome hedges in many parts of England.

Tue Hepce-Hoe.

I am told the hedge-hog, which is
covered with long fharp prickles, or
thorn.y quills, will roll himfelf among
the crabs that lie under the trees, and
by ‘thefe means many ftick to his
prickly fides, which he carries to his
den for a {tore. When attacked by
an enemy, it is found rolled up in a
lump or ball, its head and feet being
quite hidden, and is often attacked by
a dog in that polture, without ventur-
'ing toput its head out. Thofe animals
which attempt to bite it, mare fre-
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quently receive than give a wound.
Itfleeps by day, and cries in the night,
not much unlike a child that cannot
fpeak. Itis accufed of fucking cows,
and many parifh officers pay four-
pence for every one brought to them:
but that is an error, its mouth being
" fo fmall as to excufe it from the charge.
Buffon, a curious writer on natural
hiftory, kept them in his garden, and
fays they were very harmlefs, yet fer-
viceable'in eating infetts and worms.

Tas NURSERYs

How do they first get fruit trees to
plant? Pipsof apples, pears, and crabs,
the kérnels of divers plums, fown early
inthe fpringof the year,become young/
plants, and are called ftocks, which in

F 2
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two or three years are grafted ; fo that
1tis o uncommon thing to find a may-
duke cherry growing on the ftock of
the crab! or an apricot or Orleans
plum on the flock of a cherry! This
w5 curious indeed ! but how is it done?
An opening is made with a knife in the
bark, near to the: top of the ftock,
wherein isput a healthy fhoot {cion or
bud) from a well known bearing fruit-
trec; being bound up with a bafs of a
mator mall thread, and enclofed with
clay; in a few months it fhoots into
buds, leaves, and branches; in time it
blofloms, and will bear the {ame kind
of fruit as the tree from which it was
taken. | :

Some curious perfons, by thefe
means, have two or three kinds of fruit
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upon one tree, and in our garden 18
a goofcberry buth, which bears red,
black, and yellow; but I obferve the
fruit of fuch trees is not fo finein fize
or flavour as thofe that bear but one
fort.

There are perfons who keep large
gardens, called nurferies, for raifing
of trees and plants, which they fell.
When a trée decays, or is broken off
by the wind, another 1s often planted
j}o fupply its places Some trees are a
jong time in coming to perfettion’s
*put when they bear fruig they repay
us for the labour in planting and
pruning. | 1 .

Whatdo they do with old fruit trees?
A greét many are burned ; others are
very ufeful for divers purpofes; the

7 3
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pear-tree, beinga folid wood, is made
into chairs and toys; the cherry and
plum-tree are ufed for feveral pur-
poles; the large walnut-tree makes
good chairs, drawers, and tables,
though not efteemed fo much as ma-
hogany, which comes from the Welt-
Indies and America, and in which, I
am told, worms do not breed to con-
fume it, as is the cafe with many other
forts of wood.

{ have seen blackbirds Hying over
walnut-trees.  Perhaps they were
crows. Crows love walnuts, and carry
great quantities away, The fmaller
birds eat many grapes, cherries, and
currants. =~ Walfps are fond of pears,
and other {weet fruits. Be careful to
fook at ripe pears, peaches, or plums,
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before you bite them ; as I have often
found feveral walpsin the n, which had
eaten molt of the infide away, Ll_lough
the outlide appeared pretty fair, ex-
cept onéa fmall hole, whereat they had
entered. The wafp’s fting is very ve-
nomous, and in the mouth or throat
may be dangerous. They conftruét a
comb juft like that’of a bee, and:it is
often found in the holé of a rotten
ree, of in the bank of a hedge in the
fields ; fometimes fchool-boys, who go -
to defiroy 1t, are o violently ﬁung\as
to be quite unwell ; if, therefore, you
fhould ever fece a walp’s neft, care-

fully %Void .
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Tue Ducks.
Call the dog from the pond; if the
young ducks are there, he may hurt
them. Prince, Prince, come here : he
does not mind my calling. He runs
veryfalt; he cannot hear, he is fo far
off. ‘Let us go after him. Odear_,
he-is in the water, will not he le
drowned ? No, he can fwim,-—mo&j
dogs can {wim,~but he muft not wor-
ry the ducks: call him here. Prince!
come away, Now he hears, he comes;
good dog to come when called. Bu2
naughty to swim after the duchs—s
Where do the ducks go at night ? We
have a little houfe like a dog-kcnnd
made for them to go in; but where
there is no fhelter, they moftly fit on
the bank of a pond or river, to be rea-
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dy to drop in upon an alarm. Ducks
and water-fowls do not rooft like ma-
ny other birds. I knew a young man,
brought up in London, who being at
Hertford, came one evening, very
gravely, to inform the family, “he be-
“ lieved the ducks were not well, as
¢ they would not go to rooft, for he
“ had fet them up feveral times, but
5 they fell down as often.”” He was
confufed to find his good intent raife
a laugh ; but fmiled afterwards at his
own fimplicity.

TI.UZ MagpriEs. :

I saw two black and white Lirds
hopping about one morning, and they
smade an odd noise ; what could they
be? Magpies, I fuppole; they do make
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a chattering noife, and, when young,
are foon taught to {peak or imitate
many founds they hear. They are not
very choice of their food, but careful
ofit; forwhenthey have eaten enough,
they 'hide what is left for another time,
and often hide many things they fthould
not ; fome fervants have been blamed
for mﬂaylm of trifling articles, which
have been afterwards found in the
magpie’s hiding-place. Its neft is
‘built of thorns (and they place the
thorns ostwardly) faltened together
with roots of grafs, then lined with
grafs and wool, and plaftered with
mud. It is quite covered over the
top,'to preferve’ the young (Sncs_(of
which it is very fond) from birds of
prey.—An inftance of the kind care

Wk
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of that great Being, the Authot of Na-
ture, who teacheth even the brute cre-
ation to be provident for its offspring.

Come pick a few cowllips and vio-
lets, fome blucbells and woodbines,
which f{mell very {weet. Hhat are
woodbines 2 A fhrub growing in the
hedge, and contains fo fwect a moif-
ture in its flowers, that it 1s commonly
called the honey-fuckle. Go, pick
them quickly ; then call our faithful
dog, Prince, to return withiuss .

TresDlocs

Shall I give him my handkerchief,
with some pears tied in it, for him to
carry kome in his mouth? 1 fearit will
be too heavy. We fhould not over-
Joad him, for he is friendly even to
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thofe who ufe him ill ; he firives much
to pleafe his mafter, and feems happy
to offer his ﬁréngth and ufeful talents
for his fervice ; he waits for orders and
faithfully obeys them ; he confults his
lcoks, and underftands them ; is grate-
ful for the flighteft favours, and foon
forgets injuries ; he licks the handjuﬁ
raifed to {irike him, and feems to beg
an excule by fubmiffion. At night
the guard of the houfe is committed
to his care; he is very quick of hear-
ing in his fleep ; he {cents ftrangers at
a diftance, and barks an alarm at their
approach; he drinks ﬁ'cquem!y,though
not 1n abundance,

He is ufeful to the fhepherd, he con-
duéls the fheep to the fold,and watches
for their fafety ; he is almoft the onij/



&
animal that knows and anfwers to his
name ; he has a moft curious nofe, for
he ean find his mafter by the fmell
amongft a great many people; and by
that means he can trace his footfteps
for many miles. In fome countries
they make large dogs draw carriages ;
and in London I have feen one fo
tratlable, as tolead a poor blind man
carefully along, ftop before his feet,
when in a dangerous path, and eagerly
pull him from a poft, or round the
- corner of a ftreet. Sometimes naughty
boys tie an old tin kettle to their tails,
which making a noife againft the
ground, affrights the dog, which runs
very faft wiﬁl1 the burthen in. great
pain; and, if in very hot weather,
might caufe him to go mad, and who-
ol
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‘ever he bites at that time, is in dan-
ger of being {o too. Children do not
perhaps confider thefe things; for I
would hope they did not intend to be
fo cruel. k

Tuee. CoNcrUsION.

I have told you the bee draws ho-
ney from many flowers; {o you may
get knowledge from many things by
obfervation: we may fee how the
chickens obey their mother’s call; we
may find the litle ant providing in
fummer againlt winter; and we may
{ece how lo'ving and innocent the doves
dwell together; what care they all
take of their young ; and could we
fee the, dutiful ftork (as it is {aid) che-
rifhing and fupporting its aged parent,
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we muft admire the wifdom of the
works of Providence.

Defpife no one with whom you may
be in company, for their appearance
or fimple behaviour. Many a fine gem
has a rough outfide ; and we know not
how to value the tree, till we are ac-
quainted ‘with its fruit, Interrupt no
one in converfation ; be quick to hear,
flow to fpeak ; veffels lound moft when
empty. :

As many things require my being
from home for fome time to come, let
me caution you to be loving and kind
to one another, and to all thofe about
you. Endeavour to avoid all little
quarrels at play.

_Do nothing in my abfence you
would not like me to fee you doj ye~

G 2
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member, though no man may f{ee you,
God can.  Ufe not his name in a fa-
miliar manner. The very thoughts of
our hearts are naked to his view.
His goodnefs is wvifible in all his
works. Creatures innumerable fpeak
his praife. ’

If favoured with health at my re-
turn, I may have opportunity to give
turther hints to my children on divers
fubjetls; in the mean time, endeavour
to learn fome of the following verfes
and fentences.
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THE DECLARATION,

I ENVY no one’s birth or fame,

Therr title, train, or drefs; -
Nor has my pride e’er ftretch’d its aim

Beyond what I poffefs.
I afk not, with not, to appear,

More beauteous, rich, or gay ;
But to be wifer every year,

And better every day.

g

Avorp company where it 1s not pros
fitable or neceflary ; and then Ipeak little
 and laft. :
~ Many have fuffered by over-talking, bfit
few by filence,

It we think twice before we {peak, we
may {peak twice the better for it.

Silqnce 1s wifdom, where {peaking 1is
folly.

Better fay nothing, than not to the pur-
pole; and for this reafon we have two ears

G 3
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and but one tongue, becaufe we fhould
~ hear much, and {peak but:little.
Keep a clofe mouth, if thou wouldft
have a.wife head.

BE MINDFUL OF STRANGERS.
WiaeN you a wilder'd traveller meet,
Guide to ‘the road his erring feet ;
Or to your roof, if late, 1nvite,
And fhield him from the damps of night.
To ftill the voice of anguifh, try '
To wi'pc the tear from forrow’s eyc‘;
And every good you can, 1mpart,
‘With ready hand, and glowing heart;
So fball you pafs, from manhood’s ftage,
Smoothly along the flope of dge:
Then from the pleafing journey reft,

In peacetful fleep, belov’d and bleit,

BE VIRTUOUS,
WovuLrpyouthebloomofyouthfhouldiaft,
“T1s virtue that muft bind it faft;
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An eafly carriage wholly free
From. four referve or levity ;
Good-natared mirth, an open heart,
And looks unfkill’d in any art;
Thefe are the charms that ne’er decay,
Though youth and beauty fade away ;
And time, which all things elfe removes,
- Still heightens virtue, and improves.

THE REOUES L
1.
PRESERVE me Lor‘d, amidft the crowd,
From ev’ry thought that’s vaig and proud;
And raife my wand’ring mind tq fee .
How good it is to truft in thee,

i3

From 3ll the enemies of truth,

Do thou preferve me through my youth;
And fr,cc‘rrny mind from worldly cares, .
Youthful fins and youthful faares.
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*Within my heart, where evil’s prone,
Let {eeds of early grace be fown;
And water’d by thy heavenly love
T1ll 1t fhall rife to joys above.

LIFE IS SHORT.

OvuRr life,1ike any weaver’s fhuttle flies,
Or like a tender flow’ret fades and dies;

" Or like a race it ends without delay,

Or like a vapour vanifhes away ;

Or likeacandle which each moment waftes,
Or like a veflel under fail it haftes;

Or like a poft it gallops very faft,

Or like the thadow of a cloud that’s paft.
Our caltle 1s but weak, and ftrong the foe,
Qur breath 1s fhort, our death is certain too;
But as his coming is a fecret ftll, ¢ i
Let us be ready, come death when he will,
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THE TEN COMMANDMENTS.
RenocunNceall other gods, but only me;
And to no image bow thy heart or knee.
Take not the awful name of God in véin,
Nor €’er his holy fabbath-day profane,.
Honourthyparents,andthoulong {haltlive;
Commit not murder, but all wrongs forgive.
From filthy lufls, keep foul and body free,
Nor fteal, though prefs’d by dire neceflity.
Agamit thy neighbour, ne’er falfe witnefs
bear. :
Nor covet goods, in which thou haft no
ihare.
‘ Aot ¥ i
Extraét from the Book of Wispom:
“ Despise not thy Mother when she is
¢ .old.”
"Trs Wifdom {peaks—her voice divine
Attend, my {on, and life is thine.
Let Virtue’s lamp thy footfteps guide,
And fhun the dang’rous heights of pride;
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The peaceful vale, the golden mean,
The ;path of life purfue ferene. :

Frominfancy what {ufferings {pring—
While yet a naked helplefs thing,
‘Who o’er thy limbs a cov’ring caft,
To fhield thee from th’ inclement blaft ?
Thy mother—honour her—her arms
Secu:’d thee from a thoufand harms ;
When helplefs, hanging on her breaft,
She footh’d thy {obbing heart to reft ;
Thoughtful of thee, before the day
Shot through the dark its rifing ray ;
Thoughtful of thee, when fable night
Again had quench’d the beams of light ;
To heav’n, in ceafelefs pray’r for thee,
She rais’d her h‘ead, and bent her knee.
Defpife her not, now feeble grown—
Oh! make her wants and woes thy own;
Let not thy lips rebel : nor eyes, ‘
Her weaknefs, fratlty, years, defpife;
From youtl}ful infolence defend,
Be patron, hufband, guardian, friend;
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Thus fhalt thou foothe, in life’s decline,
The mis’ries that may once be thine.
il
PoEM written on a Pane of Glass.
A RAVEN once an acorn took, -
From Kingfgate's talleft, ftouteft tree ;

He hid it in a neighb’ring brook,

And liv’d another oak to {ee.

Thus melancholy buries hope,

Which Providence {till keeps alive;
He bids us in afli€tion hope,

And all difquietudes furvive.

A HYMN. }
Gop of my health, whole tender care
. Firft gave me power to move,
How fhall my thankful heart declare
The wonders of thy love? ;
Whillt void of thought and fenfe I lay,
Duft of my parent earth,
Thy breath inform’d the ﬂeeping‘ clay,
And called me to the birth,
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From thee the parts their fathion took,
Ere lifé was yet begun ;
And in the volume of thy book
Were written one by one. '
Thine eye beheld, in open view,
The yet unfinifh’d plan;
The fhadowy lines thy pencil drew,
And form’d the future man,

O may this frame, that rifing grew

Beneath thy plaftic hands,
Be ftudious ever to purfue
W hate’er thy will commands.

The foul that moves this earthly load,
Thy ’femblance let it bear ;
Nor lofe the traces of a God,

Who ftamp’d his image there,

END OF VOL, 1. X

»}:iutcd by Darton aud Harvey, Gracechurch-fireet,
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