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ADVERTISEMENT.

\

WITH difidence the Author fubmits this litile
volume to the public eye.  The compofing of it has
beguiled feveral of his leifure hours. Should its
contents contribute in any degree to the promotion
of knowledge, virtue, and puety, efpecially among
the youth of both fexes (for whom the work is more
particularly defigned) it will afford him ample
fatisfaltion.

The two poetical produllions are inferted on
account of their intrinfic value, and as containing
fentiments fumilar to thofe profe pieces to which they
are annexed. It is alfo probable that they will be
new to the majority of younger readers.

The Author feels himfelf much indebted to the
numerous and refpectable Subfcribers, who have
kindly countenanced this publication. With moft
of them he has the pleafure of being acquainted.
And has therefore only to add, that having been
already favoured with many proofs of their candor,
he has not the ingratitude to queftion its liberal
exercife upon the prefent neceflary occafion.

Kingsland,
April 19, 1793,

\
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STUDENT's DREAM.

Sapere aude ;
Encipe. Vivendi refte, qui prorogat horam,
Rufticus expeétat, dum detluat amnis, at ille
Labitur et labetur in omne volubilis zvum.
HOR.

Begin---be bold---and venture to be wife ;

He who defers this work, from day to day,

Does on a river’s bank expeing flay,

Till the whole ftream, which flopp’d him, (hould be gone,

That runs, and as it runs, for ever, will run on.
COWLEY.

Steriles tranfmifimus annos,

Hazc Avi, mihi prima dies-—-hzc limina vitas,
STAT.

Our barren years are paft;

Be this of life, the firli---of floth, the laft,
ELPHIN,

BEING returned home after an attendance
at College, and having bidden a final adieu
to an academic life, I examined into the im-
provement which I had derived from a courfe
of lberal education. When I found the

B



10 STUDENT’S DREAM.

improvement inadequate to the advantages
enjoyed, I was difquieted by the refle@ion.
I was alfo at a lofs how to condu@ future
ftudies with fuccefs. Thus circumftanced,
a reftleflnefs of difpofition embittered my
exiftence, and threw 2 melancholy hue over
every objeft around me. At intervals, I
would even withdraw into the fecluded parts
of a neighbouring grove, that I might give
the fuller vent to my grief. A few evenings
ago, imprefled more than ufual with the
above confiderations, I dreamt the following
DreEAM.

I thought T was reclining on a fofa, by
the fire-fide, in my own chamber, perufing
Young’s Night Thoughts, and ruminating
on this curious paffage,

Time in advance, behind him hides his wings,
And feems to creep, decrepid with hisage.
Behold him when paft by—what then is feen,
But his broad pinions, fwifter than the winds ?

The juftice of my favourite poet’s obfer-
vation ftruck my attention, and induced me



STUDENT'S DREAM. 11

to a ferious review of life. The retrofpeét,
as may be fuppofed, was attended with a
flrange mixture of fenfations; fome of the
painful and others of the pleafing caft.. It
however occafioned an involuntary figh; and
clafping together my hands, I exclaimed—
« Apprized as I am now of the value cf
“ time, how carefully would 1 1mprove op-
« portunities afforded me for inftruiion I

At this inftant I was furprized by a gentle
knock at my chamber door. Upon open-
ing it, in came & VENERABLE GENTLE-
MAN; of whom it might be faid, age had
ftilled his paflions but not obfcured his rea-
fon. His figure commanded reverence. His
raifed forehead was furrowed by years,
and befprinkled with hoary hairs. His veft-
ments were elegantly fimple, and his mind-
illumined features were enlivened by parental
tendernefs. On his brow fat the gentlenefs
of humanity, and the expreflions which
dropped from his lips: were like apples of
gold i pitures.of filver. I prefented him

B2



10 STUDENT’S DREAM,

with a chair, and he fat down befide me.
He apologized for the abruptnefs of his
vifit, befpoke my attention by placing his
hand on my knee; and looking me full in

the face, addrefled me in thefe paternal ac-
cents.
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“ YOUNG FRIEND, why fo diftrefs your-
felf with what cannot be recalled? I have
eyed you in the haunts of folitude, with
{low ftep and downcaft countenance, la-
menting the lofs of time, and the mifim-
provement of talents. I have heard you
pouring - forth piteous complaints, and
wifhed often to foothe the anguifh of your
perturbed mind. To repent of indifcre-
tion, and to evidence the fincerity of that
repentance by redoubling future diligence,
would better become you. Away with
fruitlefs fighs, and unavailing withes. A
friend (whofe name it concerns you not
to know) related to me your {ituation, and
my {ympathy is awakened. I {hall endea-
vour to fuggeft confolatory hints ; and, if
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STUDENT'S DREAM. 13

agreeable, put in your pofleflion a few
obvious rules, to which you muft inflexi-

bly adhere.

¢« That you are fenfible of {lender attain-
ments, 1s aufpicious. Confcioufnefs of
ignorance, 1s the firft ftep to folid improve-
ment. It 1s the moft powerful correétive
of indolence. It is the fharpeft fpur to
induftry. Many would have arrived to
eminence in learning, had they not ima-
gined they had already attained it. To
perceive your docile difpofition gives me
pleafure. The glebe admits not the grain
into its bofom with advantage, till pre-
vioufly laid open by the plough. And the
mind 1s never thoroughly fitted to imbibe
the di€tates of wifdom, till it has pafled
through the progreflive flages of painful
conviétion.  But perhaps imagination,
enemy-like, exaggerates defefts. The
imperfettions of humanity can well dif-
penfe with the diftorting influence of falfe

* mediums. For years you have given ap-

Bg



14 STUDENT'S DREAM,

§c

plication; and this continued application,
though {mall, muft have furnifhed you
¢ with more knowledge than you imagine.

* Drawing alfo near manhood, you enter
with additional {pirit on the profecution
of knowledge. Thirft after improvement
increafes daily, and along with it indigna-
tion at knowing {o little. Hence a por-
tion of that inquietude which ruffles your .
brow, and difturbs the calm of your feli-
city. So true are the words of the wifeft

of men.— He thar wncreafeth: knowledge, in-
“ creafeth forrow.”
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Here the OLp GENTLEMAN paufed.
His unaﬁ'uming demeanour won upon me;
and his obfervations infinuated themf{elves
into my heart. With lenient hand he had
poured into my wounded {pirit the balm of
confolation, Gleams of Joy broke in upon
me, and I 'was pleafed with the kind affidui-
ties of this acceptable though unexpetted
vifitor. I now begged him to become my



STUDENT'S DREAM. 15

inftrutor, and furnith me with the rules he
had kindly promifed. His philanthrophic
foul complied immediately with my requeft;
and he thus ferioufly refumed the interefling
fubjett.
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« The fuccels, Younc FRIEND, which
has crowned my attempts to ferve you,
invites me to proceed, and emboldens me
to undertake the tafk you require. Thrice
happy fhall I be, if, as an inftruétor, I fug-
geft what tends to regulate future ftudies,
and guides you through the intricate wind-
ings of human life, Near {eventy years
of my pilgrimage are already gone, and,
like my forefathers, I am but a {ojourner
in this land of fhadows. The remnant of
my days 1 devote to the rifing generation,
The inexperience and rafhnefs of youth,
call loudly for the guidance of age. Peri-
lous is the voyage of life. Many pre-
cious cargoes are loft in the tempeftuous
paflage. Several individuals have I feen,
even in my time, embarking with the flat--
By
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tering profpett of gaining the defired
haven. But alas! the furly winds arofe—
the unmerciful tempeft howled—the face
of heaven grew black and Iowering_—-énd
the devouring waves fwallowed up their
hittle veffel. It funk, and, ah! it rofe no
more ! In moft cafes the want of an intel-
ligent and experienced pilot, occafions
the dreadful cataflrophe.

“ The trickling tear, and the heaving figh,
recall not paft circumflances. Regret,
therefore, fhould have a favourable influ-
euce over the future, regulating condut
and preventing additional forrow. In
your prefent fituation, you need minute
direttions. Are you not deftitute of a
tutor’s advice? Do you not refemble a
child bereaved of its parent?  Striétly
fpeaking, you are a literary orphan. As
you have alfo bade farewel to the whole-
{fome reftraints of college difcipline, I fhall
remind you of things {eemingly trivial,
yet ellential to fyture profperity.  Ag
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STUDENT'S DREAM. ¥7

Alma Mater you commenced an acquaint-
ance with the elements of {cience. See
that the foundation was well laid ; and hav-
ing fecured this preliminary, feduloufly
eret the {uperftruéture. To fuppofe that
the termination of a college courfe thould
be alfo the termination of ftudy, is a com-
mon and pernicious miftake. What more
abfurd? The occupation of tradefmen
and of {cholars differs materially from each
other. A trade is learnt by a few years
application: the acquifition of litera.
ture is the employ of life. On the time
to come, YOUNG FRIEND, much if not
more ftrefs, is to be laid, than upon that
already gone. Summon up your refolu-
tion. Let HopE, the elevator of the hu.-
man heart, and the enameller of human
life, impel to vigorous exertions. Pro.
greflive ftudy affords the more exalted
pleafures as you proceed. And, indeed,
you have already been conduéted to that

¢ hill-fide,” well defcribed to be ¢ fteep at firfd
¢ alcent, elfe fo fmooth, fo green, {o full of



18 STUDENT'S DREAM.

¢ goodly profpelts, and melodious founds

¢ on every fide, that the harp of Orpheus
-¢ was not more charming.’

Jult as my AGED INSTRUCTOR uttered

thefe words, I thought he drew from his
pocket a {croll of paper clofely written.

(13

This {croll,” fays he, holding 1t forward

in his right hand, ¢ contains the plain regu-

151
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lations I promifed you. They were drawn
up years ago, for pupils under my care,
and I have illuftrated them with what has
occurred in' the courfe of my reading.
Should their obvioufnefs require an apo-
logy, you have it in this ancient adage,
What 1s not fufficiently attended to, can-
not be too frequently repeated.” He then

proceeded to unfold the feroll, and read me
the {ubfequent rules, with a fweetnefs of ac-
cent, and a certain modulation of voice,
which I fhall not eafily forget.

- 86

“ Tirft. Avoid night ftudies: they are the
bane of health, and gradually ruin the
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STUDENT’S DREAM, Ig

moft robufl conflitution. Soon enter your
bed at night, and leave it foon in the
morning. The faculty extol early rifing
as a powerful {pecific againft difeafe. In
the morning the air is moft {alubrious ;
the mind beft fitted for inflrution; and
the {pirits cheered, beholding the fun ftart-
ing from the eaft, and gilding every open-
ing profpett. To the prefervation of
health pay ferupulous attention. Tempe-
rance and exercife are the beft phyficians.
The antients obferved, the immediate
agency of heaven inflifted acute difeafes,
but thofe of the chronic kind were of our
own formation. Nor are the moderns
lefs explicit on the fubje&. Addifon,
when he beheld a fathionable table in all
its magnificence, fancied he faw gouts and
dropfies, fevers and lethargies, with other
innumerable diftempers, lying in ambuf-
cade among the dithes. Aund Sir William
Temple ufed to fay, The firft glafs for my-
felf—the {econd for my friends—the third:
for good-humour —and the fourth for
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mine enemies. Like the wedded pair,
the mind and the body are mutually af-
feéted. Corporeal pain diftracs the atten-
tion, and difables the intelletual faculty
for vigorous exertion. Your meat and
your drink, your company and your
amufements, thould be anfwerable to the
calls of nature, and fubfervient to the wel-
fare of the animal economy.

“ Secondly. Time muft be properly oc-
cupied. To fome particular employ, ap-
propriate every hour. Never appear as if
you knew not how to difpofe of yourfelf,
Of the utmoft Importance is a judicious
diftribution of the day. Anarchy accom-
panies the want of arrangement. The fine
arts may employ {pare hours. Wafte not
even the particles of time, for, like parti-
cles of gold, they poffefs their {eparate
value. The learned Erafmus, when on
horfeback, travelling 1nto Italy, wrote the

* celebrated treatife, entitled The Praife of

Folly.



119

113

(13

(13

11

(11

(19

13

(13

(13

(13

(17

13

(13

(1%

43

(19

(11

‘6

(13

STUDENT’S DREAM. o1

¢¢ Thirdly. Having obtained a knowledge
of the {ciences,and carefully confulted your
genius, apply to that branch of literature
for which you experience the greatet pre-
dele&tion. Some are fond of the lan-
guages, and Belles Lettres ; others of ma-
thematical and aftronomical {peculations ;
fome of natural and others of moral phi-
lofophy. Examine the bent of your mind.
It 1s of moment to afcertain the intellec-
tual current.  Profecute with ardour
whatever you purfue, and be your {pecu-
lations fubfervient to the praétical pur-
pofes of life. - They who boaft of an uni-
verfal genius, are fometimes fuperficial,
never arrive at much eminence, and do
little good to the community at large.

“ Fourthly. In your ftudies there fhould
be an intermixture. Works of reafoning
and of imagination—of judgment and of
fancy, affociate together. Like the fea-
{ons of the year, they afford agrecable va-
riety. Severe and continued application
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STUDENT’'S DREAM.

tries the moft gigantic intelle€. The
faculties of the mind, however, fhould not
be fuffered to remain dormant, for they
gain vigour and maturity by exercife.
PrGJUdICCS of every kind throw afide:
they grievoufly warp the underﬂandma
and forely bias the Jjudgment. onteus-
like error affumes multifarious forms ; and
it is the {cholar’s provmce to ﬁnp away
its difguife. Bacon terms enquiry after
truth, the wooing of it; knowledge of
truth, the prefence of it; and the infla-
ential belief of truth, the enjoyment of it.
Credulity is a yawning gulph, which fwal-
lows every thing thrown into it. A judi-
cious friend fthould recommend the books
you read. The fages of antiquity deemed
a great book—a great evil. Regard the
quality rather than the quantity of what
you perufe. It has been mﬁemouﬂy ob-
ferved, Were quantity alone the eftimate
of improvement, the {fubferibers to a circu-
lating library fhould be as wife as Socrates,
and as accomplithed as Julius Ceefar,
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STUDENT'S DREAM, 23

“ Fifthly. Perfevere in a regular plan of
fludy, once carefully laid down. Break
not in upon its facred confines, purfue 1t
with becoming energy, and your flores of
knowledge infenfibly increafe. Perfeve-
rance 1s the parent of wonders. Such
its influence, that it has been faid, He
who walks with vigour three hours a day,
pafles in feven years a fpace equal to the
circumference of the globe. Without
labour, nothing excellent is given the chil-
dren of Adam. An inordinate love of
novelty, and a defultorinefs of genius, are
inimical to found improvement, The
poets, orators, and hiflorians of former
ages, were enamoured of clofe fludy, and
inured to profound inveftigations. Homer
and Thucydides—Plato and Ariftotle—Li-
vy and Cicero——Virgil and Horace—to-
gether with Bacon, Milton, Locke, and
Newton, the four pillars which are faid to
{upport the monument of Britith genius—
were all feverely fludious, and adhered
with incredible fteadinefs to the purfuit
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of knowledge. When the Romans took
Syracufe, Archimedes was fo deeply en-
gaged folving a problem, that he was igno-
rant of the enemy being in pofleffion of
the town; and a foldier, not knowing who
he was, killed him, becaufe he refufed to
follow him. Though I recommend not
an abftra&tion which endangers life, yet
regular and inceflant application is necef-
fary to high literary attainments. And
refufing to tread in the footfteps of your
predeceflors in literature, would it not be
arrogance to imagine you ever will arrive
at their celebrity ? An emperor once afked
an ancient philofopher to inftill into his
mind the principles of aftronomy, without
his undergoing the fatigue of ftudy, The
philofopher honeftly replied, There was no
unperial way to aftronomy.

¢ Sixthly. Cultivate a cheerfulnefs of dif-
pofition. Difcontent and ill-nature are
enemies to the Mufes. Be willing to
pleale, and eafy to be pleafed. Avoid
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“ dwelling long on the dark-fide of human
¢ life. To perufe writers who delight in
¢ exhibiting fuch a reprefentation, enfee-
¢ bles the {pirit, fours the temper, and be-
s clouds the foul. To the vices of mankind
«« oppofe their virtues ; and with the calami-
““ ties to which we are expofed, contraft the
“ many bleflings we enjoy. A writer who
¢ pourtrays only the dark fide of human
% life has, with great propriety, been com-
¢ pared to a ¢ painter who collefts in his
¢ piece objets of a black hue only—who
¢ prefents you with a black man, a black
¢ horfe, a black dog, &c. &c. and tells you
¢ that his is a pitture of nature, and that na-
¢ ture is black. Tis true, you would reply,
¢ the objefts you exhibit do exift in nature,
¢ but they form a very fmall part of her
* works. You fay that nature 1s black, and
¢ to prove it, you have colletted on your
¢ canvafs all the animals of this hue that
¢ exift, But you have forgotto paint the
¢ green earth, the blue fky, the white man ;
¢ and objets of all thofe various hues wiih

¢

-

o~



26 STUDENT’S DREAM,

¢ which creation abounds, and of which black
¢ 1s a very inconfiderable part.’—This is a
“ juft illuftration, and fhould be revolved
“ n your mind when you are prone to me-
lancholy dejeftion. The temperate enjoy-
ment of focial pleafures alfo generates and
promotes the cheerful {pirit I recommend.
Be only cautious with whom you aflociate,
and particularly what you communicate.
For report, like a fnow-ball, increafes its
bulk as it rolls along. Perpetual ftudy
evaporates the animal {pirits, and opprefles
‘the nerves. Exceffive application gives
birth to ftrange confequences. One learned
*“ man {uppofed the Divine Being had de-
¢ prived him of his rational foul, when at the
time he wrote a mafterly treatife againft
infidelity, and exprefled this whim 1n his
¢ dedication to the Queen of Great Britain.
* Another learned gentleman, imagined the
earth was a living animal—the flux and
reflux of the fea, the effe@ of its refpira-
tion—men and other creatures, infefls
which fed upon it—bufhes and trees, the
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STUDENT'S DREAM. 5.

briftles on his back—and the water of feas
and rivers, a liquid which circulated in his
veins. To prevent thefe effeéls, and others
equally romantic, form to yourfelf a con-
vetfive circle of friends, who, mingling to-
gether inftru€tion and amufement, happily
relieve the toil of the clofet. Nor by any
means fhun the company of good-tem-
pered and virtuons females. Over the
ftudent’s mind their manners fhed a felici-
tating influence. The elegant endear-
ments of female friendfhip, foften the
heart—meliorate the difpofition—annihi-
late eccentricities, and produce on the
whole of life the moft amiable effefis.
Nor can 1t excite wonder. For it 1s con-
genial to the heart of man to be affefted
by female excellence.

“ Seventhly, and laftly, Accompany exer-
tions for the attainment of knowledge, and
endeavours to arrive at eminence, with
prayer to the FATHER of SPIRITS, for
his concurrence and blefling. To the

C 2
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mind he has immediate accefs, and to thofe
who afk fincerely he vouchfafes the pro-
mifed affiftance. Be your thoughts,
words, and aétions, tinfured with humi-
lity, modefty, and candour. To the ap-
pearance of youth, the garb of humility
adds comelinefs; and on the youthful
countenance the bluth of modefly is
doubly graceful. Dogmatifm in youth
1s intolerable; and iliberality indicates a
weak head or a bad heart. Above all,
avoid {cepticim and levity. They are una-
miable at every period of life, much more
{o at your tender years ; when not harden-
ed in the ways of vice, you are in a high
degree fufceptible of devout emotions to-
wards the Author of your being. The
CHRISTIAN RELIGION originates in
love, and 1s worthy your firft regard. With
its evidences, as taught in the feriptures,

* thoroughly acquaint yourfelf. Then will

your faith remain unfhaken by the abufe
of Bolingbroke—the {neer of Voltaire—
the fubtlety of Hume, or by any of the
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oblique and invidious arts employed by
the adverfaries of revelation, to under-
mine its truth, or leffen its importance.
Perplex not your mind, with the diftortions
of metaphyfical creeds—the abfurdities of
corrupted formularies—the encumbrances
of fuperftition—and the unmeaning fallies
of enthufiafm.” You are only required to
believe and prathife the Chriftianity laid
down in the New Teftament. This alone,
without human additions, reftifies the dif-
orders of our nature, and fublerves the

purpofes of godlinefs. Whatever difficul-

¢ ties attend its fublime doétrines (for diffi-
¢ culties attend every thing here below) we

muft admire its praftical tendency—cor-
refting the irregularities of our lives—giv-
ing birth to our deareil hopes—and vigour
to oar afpirations after an happy immor-
tality. Hence a dying nobleman, of emi-

< nent talents, wrote thus to his fon :(—¢ Re-

ligion will inftruét you, how to att ufefully

¢ and happily in this prefent {cene—to leave

iy
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it with compofure, and be aflociated, in a
future and better ftate, to the beft moralifts
and philofophers that ever lived— to the
wifeft men, and greatelt benefaCtors of
mankind—to confeffors and . martyrs for
truth and righteoufnefs—to prophets and
apoftles—to cherubim and feraphim—to
JEsUs, the mediator of the new covenant ;
and to Gobp, the judge of all, who is before
all, above all, and in us all.’ Flee then the
petulance of infidelity — the thoughtlefl-
nefs of diffipation, and the impudence of
confcious but unrelenting guilt. Stem the
torrent of vice. Dread the tyranny of
paflion, Court the {obriety of wifdom.
Rank not amongft thofe of whom it has
been faid, They make provifion for this
life, as though it were never to have an
end; and for the other life, as though it
were never to have a beginning. What-
ever be the occupation of future life, aét
2% 2 MAN, and as a CHRISTIAN. Enter-
ing the church—unite example with pre-
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cept, for the fuppreffion of immorality ;
and difcharge with apoftolic zeal the duties
of the paftoral office. Engaging in the
law—lift up your voice againit injuftice,
and vindicate the caufe of the opprefled.
Applying to phyfic—by the {kill of pre-
fcription, and the aid of {fympathy, banifh
from the fufferer’s chamber pale and de-
ff)onding icknefs. If a merchant—pro-
mote honeftly and vigorouly the interefls
of commerce, and the conveniences of
trade. Thus in the {pheres you move,
you prove a friend to individuals—a blef-
fing to {ociety—and an ornamentto human
dature. This conduét, in the mean time,
pours into your parents hearts ftreams of
joy. Forif parents be delighted with the

¢ {miles of infancy—the prattlings of inno-

cent childhood—the gradual dawn and 1m-
provement of reafon in afpiring youth—
how will their aged bofoms {well with fa-
tisfaétion, when they behold thefe fame
children treading the ftage of life with

C4
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¢ honour and applaufe ; and exerting them-
« {elves ﬁrenuouﬂy to augment the ftock of
% public happinefs !

Man, like the generous vine, fupported lives,
The firength he gains is from th’ embrace he glves:
On their own axis as the planets run,

Yet make at once their circle round the fun:
So two confiftent motions a& the foul,

‘“ And one regards /z/elf; and one the wiole.’

I thought my VENERABLE INSTRUC-
TOR now rofe from his chair, prefented me
with the fcroll on which the regulations
were written, and requefted my acceptance
of it. “ Younc FrRIEND,” faid he, in fo-
lemn accents, which flill vibrate on my ear,
“ Whatfoever thy hand findeth to do, o 17T
“ WITH THY MIGHT—for there is no work,
““ nor device, nor énow/edge, nor wifdom in
“ the grave, whither thou goeft.” The tear
ftarted into my eye, and my foul was borne
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down with the weight of the admonition.
The Old Gentleman paufed — bowed —
and was about to retire. In the tran{ports
of gratitude 1 caught his hand—thanked him
for the inftruttions, and affured him they
thould not be unregarded. 1 then begged
him to continue with ‘me a few moments
longer; and {truggling to detain him, I
AWOKE, and lo! it was a DRE A M.
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MAS O Ns "BELEGY

To a Young Nobleman leaving the Unzverfity:

G

ERE yet, ingenuous YoutH, thy fleps retire
From Cam’s fmooth margin, and the peaceful
T vale,

Where {cience call’d thee to her ftudious quire,
And met thee mufing in her cloiflers pale;

IL.

O let thy friend (and may he boaft the name!l)
Breathe from his artlefs reed one parting lay :
A lay like this thy early virtues claim,
And this let voluntary friendfhip pay.
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TEL;

Yet know, the time arrives, the dang’rous time,
When all thofe virtues op’ning now fo fair,
Tranfplanted to the world’s tempeftuous clime,

Muft learn each paflion’s boift’rous breath to
bear.

LY,
There, if ambition, peftilent and pale,
Or luxury, fhould taint their vernal glow ;
If cold felf-intereft, with her chilling gale,

Should blaft th’ unfolding bloffoms ere they
blow;

V.

If mimic hues, by art or fafhion fpread,
Their genuine fimple colouring thould {upply ;
O may with them thefe Jaureate honours fade,
And with them (if it can) my friendfhip die !

AV
Go then, my friend, nor let thy candid breaft
Condemn me, if I check the plaufive ftring
Go to the wayward world; complete the reﬂ
Be what the pureft mufe would with to ﬁng,
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Vil

Be ftill thyfelf: that open path of truth,

Which led thee here, let manhood firm purfue ;
Retain the {weet fimplicity of youth,

And all thy virtue ditates—DpARE TO DO,

NEILE:

So round thy brow when age’s honours {pread,
" When death’s cold hand unftrings thy Mafon’s
lyre,
When the green turf lies lightly on his head,
Thy worth fhall fome fuperior bard infpire.

IX.

He, to the ampleft bounds of time's domain
On rapture’s plume fhall give thy name to fly ;
For truft, with rev’rence truft, this Sabine ftrain,
The mufe forbids=—~THE VIRTUOUS MAN TO
DIE,
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BEAUTY in vain her {parkling eyes may roll:
Charms firike the fight---but MERIT wins the foul.
POPE,

Say, MAN---what more delights thee than the FAIR ?

We rule the noify world---but they rule us; '

Then teach them how to guide, and hold the réin, with judgment.
Their applaufe may once again reftore the quiet reign of virtue,
Love, and peace, and yet bring back the blufh of

Folly, and the fhame of vice.

VILLAGE CURATE.,

IN the month of May, when nature puis
on her gayeft robes, I pafled a few weeks at
a friend’s country-houfe. As its diftance
from town was 1inconfiderable, I walked
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thither, and fauntering along amufed myfelt
with the picturefque [cenes prefented to my
view, Quitting the confined metropolis, I,
with agile foot, tripped over the dewy mead,
and my heart thrilled with the livelieft fen-
{ations of joy ;

“ Nor palace, theatre, nor proud exchange,

‘“ Here lift their he'lds, but fir-trees, beech, and pine,
* O%r verdant valleys, and on pxeafdnt hills,

¢ Lift up the thoughtful mind from earth to heaven.”

My friend had relinquifhed the engage-
ments of commercial life, and wifhed the
reflidue of his; days to fteal away amid the
iweets of paﬁ ral rufticity. His villa was
remarked for neat fimplicity. The garden
was portioned out with tafte, and the ftatues
and obelifks caught the eye at ezch opening
avenue, and produced a fine effeét on the
{pettator’s imagination. From the centre of
this inclofure rofe an elevated mound of
earth. Its form reminded me of the taper-
ing cone. The {fummit affords a diverfified
profpeét of the furrounding country. - Upon
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the f{ide of the hilloc was a cave fimilar to
Trophonius’s of old, but decorated by a fan-
ciful arrangement of curiofities, taken from
the foflile and vegetable kingdoms. A groupe
of trees concealed the entrance into this her-
mitage; and 1ts interior parts infpired the
frequenter with the foothing melancholy of
{olitude.

The Proprietor of this little [pot was blefl-
ed with two amiable daughters. To perceive
the young ladies vying with each other 1n
expreflions of filial affe€tion, {moothing the
brow of declining years, and dummfhmg the
burdenaccumulated by the decx‘tpnude of age,
might gratify the benevolence of an angel.
To their lot had fallen no uncommon fhare
of that frail article beauty ; but their tempers
were mild—their difpofitions {weet—and
their minds improved by a {uitable educa-
tion. When at leifure we rambled through
the garden, or diverted ourfelves with the
mufic of the harpfichord; for the elder
fifter played with {uperior {kill on that del:i-

D
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cate inftrument. Every morning we hailed
the rifing fun, and our {pirits were exhili-
rated, contemplating the beauties of nature.
The cuckoo entertained us with his reiterated
note, expreflive of Spring’s return; and our
ears were ravifhed with the carolling of birds

warbling their {prightlieft ftrains.

The fong of joy, and the laugh of mirth,
were heard among us, and in innocent con-
viviality glided away the appropriated time
of vifiting. The period of departure fur-
prized e by 1ts fudden arrival, and I bade
the happy family adieu, not without the ten-
dereft fentiments of regret.

Returning homewards, the amiable fifters
recurred to my mind, and their private and
focial virtues prefled forcibly on my heart.
Fatigued near the end of my journey, I threw
mylelf on a bank, over whofe verdant fur-
face lay fcattered the primrofe and the vio-
let, intermingled with other {weet-fmelling
Howers, whofe odoriferous fragrance deli-
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cioudly regaled the {enfes. The evening was
calm and ferene, the declining fun {inking
below the weflern horizon, and the fky
lightly tinged with the luxuriancy of varie-
gated colours. Hufhed and filent were all
things around me,

¢ Save where the beetle wheel’d his droning flight,
 And drowfy tinklings lull’d the diftant folds.”

Thus f{ituated, I indulged a meditative
humour, and leaning penfively onmy arm, I
exclaimed in a faint tone of voice: “ Who
¢ can eflimate female worth ? who can beindif-
<« ferent to the charms of female excellence 27
Uttering this foliloquy, I fell into a deep
flumber, and the following imaginary train
of circum{ilances rofe indtantly to view.

Before me, 1 beheld an extended plain.
Upon this plain ftood a {ftately throne of
curious workmanfhip.  Before the throne
was gathered a large concourlfe of females.
The whitenefs of their garments rivalled the
new-fallen {now, and their fpirited coun.

D 2
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tenances betokened an anxiety, derived from
the eagernefs of curiofity. Numerous and
refpectable were the fpe&ators of this extra-
ordinary {cene. When I enquired who the
individuals were, that compofed the aflembly,
and why met together, it was replied—
“ Upon yonder plain, Sir, are affembled the
‘“ FAIR SEX, from the middle and higher
¢ walks of life. The throne is to be filled by
“ the GoDDESS Of FEMALE EXCELLENCE.
“ We await her defcent. She will addrefs
‘ her youthful auditors, and furnifth them
“ with diretiouns for the regulation of their
¢ future lives.”

A {ecret fatisfa@tion ftole acrofs my foul,
in being prefent on the interefting occafion.
But {carcely was the information communi-
cated, when the acclamations of the multi-
tude announced the appearance of the GoD-
DESS. Rapid and magnificent was her
defcent from the fky. Her prefence flung a
vivid effulgence over every adjacent objett.
Tall and graceful was her perfon. Simple,
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yet elegant, her habiliments. In her coun-
tenance was blended the bloom of youth,
with the fedatenefs of maturer years.

¢¢ Grace was in all her fteps—Heaven in her €ye;
¢ In every gefture, dignity and love.”

The celeftial vifitant feated herfelf upon
the throne. A filence, not unlike the uni-
verfal flilinefs of a fummer’s noon, pervaded
the affembly. Every eye fixed itfelf on the
GopDESS. Every bofom glowed with fervid
expeftation. She arofe with a majeftic air,
and thus addrefled the attentive audience:

—« DaucHTERS of men, thisday ye are
« affembled for an important purpofe. I
« fhall impart fentiments, with which you
« fhould be intimately acquainted. I have
« your deareft interefls at heart. I breathe
« the warmeft wifhes for your prefent and
« future felicity.

« The Creator, in the plenitude of his be-
s pevolence, made WoMAN an help-meet

EFa
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to MAN. You are, therefore, poflefled of
a fimilar form, endowed with an intelli
gent foul, and furnithed with paflions and
difpofitions, neceflary to accomplifh the
purpofes of your exiftence. Upon motft of
your {ex, Nature beftows the graceful form
—the well-proportioned feature—the en-
gaging mien—and the delicate complexion.
Thefe exterior charms, though fafcinating,
and though many plume themfelves upon
them, are of little worth, unaccompanied
with the more permanent accomplifhments
of the mind. To thefe I call your attention.
May their enumeration kindle a {pirit of
emulation. For nobler ends were you
defigned, than to flutter about, like gaudy
and infignificant infe&s, enamoured of out-
ward thow. You are capable of elevated:
attainments.  Seek them with afliduity.
Cultivate them with enthufiafm.

¢ Attend carefully to the improvement of

- the mind. This is of primary importance,

I do not mean you thould be verfed in the
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profound parts of literature. I do not re-
quire you to be {kilful linguifts, acute phi-
lofophers, or expert mathematicians. The
abftrufe {ciences are unconne&ed with do-
meftic life. But, why not rendered com-
panions for the more difcerning of the
other fex ? From the too common neglett
of intelle@ual accomplifhments flows the
falfe and illiberal fuggeftion, that your un-
derftanding is weak,and thereforeincapable
of any confiderable culture. Butare not
the diﬁingui[hed'female writers numerous ?
Do they not rank high in the annals of
literary fame ? It may be granted, your
minds are formed for relithing works of
imagination, rather than for commenting
on the produétions of a Newton. This
conceffion, in its utmoft extent, declares
only, that the delicacy of your frame,
joined to exquifite fenfibility, mark you
out for the cultivation of one branch of
knowledge, in preference to another.
The wildom of Providence is confpicuous |
in the appointment. You are the better
D 4
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capacitated for the lefs a@ive, though not
lefs ufeful {phere, in which you move,
By reading and meditation improve the fa-
culties of the mind, Biography, voyages,
travels, and poetry, feletted with Jjudg-
ment, repay amply the time confumed
upon them. Romances perufe with cau-
tion. Moft of them inflame the juvenile
imagination, irritate the fancy, and exhi-
biting fallacious views of life, cruelly tor-
ture the female heart. The infiru@ive
page, both of facred and profane hiftory,

thould ever lie open before you. Therife,

progrefs, and fall of kingdoms and of indi-
viduals, teach admirable leflons, and pour
upon you that knowledge of human nature,
of which none thould be deftitute, who pre-
tend to any degree of refinement. Geogra-
phy, and chronology, the favourite hand-
maids of hiftory,enableyou toperceive fully
the beauty and propriety of the hiftorie
tale. Aftronomy: is worthy attention. The
perfpicuity, with which its firft principles

are laid down, facilitates their attainment,



[ 13
4
£y
X
L1
€«
'll
(4
6.6
65
€
“
[

€¢

[
(19
(13
(13

66
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Delightful is it, to trace the fignatures of
wi{dom and goodnefs every where impref{-
{fed on creation, and to know f{omething
of the general laws by which your days and
your nights, your {ummers and your
winters, roll round with fuch aftonifhing
regularity. Nor be unconverfant with
periodical effays. They prove an inex-
hauftible fund of rational entertainment
and inftruétion. Mulfic, painting, and oc-
cafional vifits may occupy vacant hours.
The informed mind hath been likened to a
piece of polithed marble, which exhibits
to the eye, in all their perfeétion, thofe
beautiful fpots and veins which, on its
ruder {urface but faintly appeared.

¢« The cultivation of a good temper merits
particular attention. It inclines you to be
fatisfied with the lot affigned by Provi-
dence, to forgive the injuries of enemies,
and to be unoffended with the foibles of
friends. It is the bafis of human blifs.
The infirmities of mankind call for its per-
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petual exercife. 'With the wifdom of the
{erpent, mingle the genﬂenefs of the dove.
And may the genius of difcord never hover
over your habitations. Is not domeftic fe-
licity, of fublunary enjoyments the moft
dear, marred by the obliquities of an irri-
table temper ?

¢ To the nicer fenfibilities of the heart be
not inattentive. Graceful 1s the garb of
humanity. Generous 1s the heart, dilated
by the milk of human kindnefs. To melt
at another’s woe, and to commiferate the
unfortunate, are congenial to the female
mind. Unfufceptible of humane fenfa-
tions, a deep fhade is flung over your beft
qualities. To raife the dejeéted—to ad-
minifter the cup of cold water—and to vi-
{it the fatherlefs and the widow, are your
almoft exclufive: province. Sympathy
avails, when boafted medicine proves in-
efficacious. Withhold not what is in the
power of all to give. Spare no exertion
to alleviate human woe.
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s In your friendfhips be firm. In your
attachments be decidedly fixed. Coquet-
tith frivolity difgraces thofe who dare 1n-
dulge it. Give no room for the imputa-
tion. Having juil reafon to think favour-
ably of an individual, let not idle report,
fordid intereft, or volatile caprice, enfeeble
your predilettion. Believe not all you
hear. The breath of Calumny fullies the
moft uncontaminated reputation. Rafhly
difapprove of none. The human charaéter
is complicated. Latent are the excellen-
cies' of many. Long acquaintance and

clofe {crutiny bring them fully to view. Is

not the fickle mind, like the reftlels ocean,
a {tranger to tranquillity and peace ?

« Let modefty prefide over every depart-
ment of conduét. The reign of modelty, is
the reign of {implicity and innocence. She
is the queen of virtues. Sheis the pa-
tronefs of every thing excellentand praife-
worthy. 'With incredible charms fhe de-
corates female beauty. Divefted of her
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enchanting influence, the fweeteft com-
plexion 1s unattraétive, and the fineft fea-
tures have but a {flender power to engage.
Modeflty 1s a thin tranfparent veil, which
fhews with fuperior luftre the graces it
would feem to cover, as a new blown rcfe
1s more beautiful, when its leaves are a
little folded, than when its glories are Sully
difplayed.’

“ Be virtuous and religious. Ah! of
what avail was the confummate beaunty of
Helen and of Cleopatra, of Rofamond and
of Shore? Un-enamelled by the excellence
of moral goodnefs, it entangled them in
fatal {nares, and pierced them through
with excruciating forrows. But virtue
alone, though valuable, 1s infufficient.
Devoid of religion, the female charatter
is incomplete.  The goodly train of cha-
rities, unoriginating in-a rational and fer-
vent piety, are precarioufly founded.
Mere unaflifted virtue is of too delicate a

texture, to {uffer long the rude blafts of
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this inhofpitable clime. It droops its
head, and dies away, like the lilly, nipped
by the frozen gale. As religion confers
upon virtue firength and permanency—
believe firmly its truths, imbibe its {pirit,
obey its precepts, imitate the example of its
immaculate Author, and afpire to the tran-
{cendant honours of a blifstul immortality.

« Such are the prominent features of FE-
MALE EXCELLENCE—but here, regard
for your beft interefts forbids me to clofe.
Is not even that flower-garden, the hue
and fragrance of whofe produétions moft
powerfully hit the fenfes, injured by the
naufeous weed ?  To the female charatter
alfo adhere blemifhes, which tarnifh its
beauty, and obfcure its glory. Over
thefe, charity refufes to fling her veil. To
fpecify them, 1is painful. Excufe me. All
I utter, is diétated by a concern for your
trueft welfare.

-+ Watch againft the intrufion of pride,
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affeftation, and extravagance. Pride ren-
ders you difgufting, affetation ridiculous,
and extravagance hateful. No efteem 1s
conctiliated by the haughty look, the fro-
ward gait, or the forbidding mien. De-
traction indicates unamiablenefs of {pirit,
and is incompatible with the dignity of the
fex. Never countenance the obfequious
flatterer. His defign 1s evil. His incenfe
is peftilential. The gilded, but empot-
foned pill of adulation is adminiftered
with deplorable fuccefs. Thus, the inno-
cence and reputation of the modeft, but
too credulous virgin, are facrificed often at
the thrine of unhallowed paflion. But of
all the infelicities of life, is not Azs the
greateft, who enlarges the catalogue of
female woes? Be not the votaries of pre-
pofterous fafhion. This pernicious turn
of mind generates embarraflments, {orely
felt, deeply regretted, yet not eafily ob-
viated. To the manners of the country
where you refide, a temperate regard 1s

due, diftated by good fenfe and flri¢t pre-
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priety.  Reprefs the rage for popular
amufements, which charaéterizes the pre-
fent age. Do they not often encroach on
the time claimed by domeftic affairs ? Are
they not accompanied with enormous ex-
pence ? Have they not fometimes annihi-
lated {obriety of mind, and banifhed regu-
larity of conduét, the leading excellencies
of moral charatter ?

« Upon the eye of the impaffioned ad-
mirer, the ray of female excellence plays
with diftinguifhed brilliancy. = Direét into
an ufeful channel, whatever afcendancy
you obtain. In fome cafes your influence
may be almoft authoritative. Abufe not
the entrufted prerogative. Eve abufed 1t,
when fhe plucked the forbidden fruit, and
gave it to Adam. Helen abufed 1t, when
fhe occafioned the Trojan war, which laft-
ed ten long years. Cleopatraabufedit,when
fhe accelerated the ruin of Anthony, in

the height and fplendour of his military
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carcer. Awed by thefe examples, let your
jurifdiétion over the other fex be mild and
beneficial. Then, you humanize the fero-
cious, difarm the evil-mindednefs of pal-
fion, and check the folly of diflipated ex-

travagance.

“ In fine, you poflels the momentous
truft of training up the rifing generation.
Under your immediate infpe€tion, the in-
dividuals of the human race pafs the im-
portant years of infancy and childhood ;
important, not indeed in themfelves, but
on account of their conneétion with fub-
fequent life. When their memories are
retentive, and their minds docile, teach
them the ineflimable leflons of wifdom,
virtue, and religion :

~

¢ Delightful tafk ! to rear the tender thous ght,
¢ To teach the young idea how to fhoot,

““ To pour the frefh inftruéion o’er the mmd

¢ To breathe th’enlivening fpirit, and to fix

** The generous purpofe in the glowing breaft.”
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FEMALE EXCELLENCE. 57

« May HE, who in the beginning em-
powered Woman to capiivate, and gave
Man the fufceptibility of impreflion, guide
you through the mazes, and fupport you
under the perplexities of this tranfitory
exiftence. To the graceful form—the
well-regulated feature—the engaging mien
—and the delicate complexion, may there
be added, the improved mind—the mild
difpofition—and the obliging temper. May
you be diftinguifhed for intelligence, mo-
defty, fenfibility, virtue, and religion. May
every avenue to your heart be guarded
againft the wiles of the infidious adulator,
and the lefs difguifed infinuations of the
vicious and unprincipled rake. May the
fond hopes of your parents be realized.
May your partners in life equal your
withes. May your children rife up to call
you blefled.—Quitting this troubled the-
atre, may you be admitted 1nto the ABODES
ofF BLISS, and clothed in the ROBES OF

IMMORTAL BEAUTY!” Here the
E
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GoDDESS ceafed. The exultations of the
affembly roufed me from my {lumbers; and
the visioN ARY {cene vanifhed in the twink-
ling of an eye! Finding the evening far ad-
vanced, and the dews of night faft falling, I
fprang from the bank on which I had re-
clined, and haftened homewards, pleafed
with my RURAL EXCURSION.
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BY DR. COTTON.

b
DEAR Chloe, while the bufy crowd,

The vain, the wealthy, and the proud,
In folly’s maze advance;

Though fingularity and pride

Be call’d our choice, we’ll ftep afide,
Nor join the giddy dance.

1I.

From the gay world we’ll oft retire

To our own family and fire,
B 2
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Where love our hours employs:
No noify neighbours enter here,
No intermeddling ftranger near

To {poil our heart-felt joys.

1504

If folid happinefs we prize,
Within our breaft this jewel lies;
And they are fools who roam:
The world has nothing to beftow,
From our own felves our joys muft flow,
And that dear hut, our home.

IV.

Of reft was Noah’s dove bereft,
When with impatient wing fhe left
That fafe retreat the ark;
Giving her vain excurfion o’er,
The difappointed bird once more
: Explor’d the facred bark.
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Vi

Though fools fpurn Hymen’s gentle pow’rs,
We, who improve his golden hours,
By fweet experience know,
That marriage, rightly underftood,
Gives to the tender and the good
A paradife below.

Vi

Our babes fhall richeft comforts bring

If tutor’d right, they’ll prove a {pring
Whence pleafures ever rife: :

We'll form their minds, with ftudious care,

To all that’s manly, good, and fair, ’
And train them for the fkies.

V1T,

While they our wifeft hours engage,
They’ll joy our youth, {fupport our age,
And crown our hoary hairs :
They’ll grow in virtue every day,
And thus our fondeft loves repay,

And recompenfe our cares.

E 3
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VIII.

No borrow’d joys! they’re all our own,
While to the world we live unknown,

Or by the world forgot.
Monarchs! we envy not your ftate,
We look with pity on the great,

And blefs our humbler lot..

IX.

Our portion is not large indeed,

But then, how little do we need '
For nature’s calls are few :

In this the art of living lies,

To want no more than may {uffice,

And make that little do.

X.

We'll therefore relifh with content
‘Whate’er kind Providence has fent,
Nor aim beyond our pow’r;
For 1f our ftock be very fmall,
"Tis prudence to enjoy it all,
Nor lofe theprefent hour.



THE FIRE-SIDE. 63

.G
To be refign’d, when ills betide,

Patient, when favours are deny’d,

And pleas’d with favours giv'n,
Dear Chloe, this 1s wifdom’s part,
This is that incenfe of the heart -

Whofe fragrance fmells to heav’n.

X IR

We'll atk no long protraéted treat
{Since winter life is {feldom fweet);
But when our feait 1s o’er,
Grateful from table we’ll arife,
Nor grudge our fons, with envious eyes,
The relics of our ftore,

XIII.

Thus hand in hand through Iife we’ll go,
Its checker’d paths of joy and woe
With cautious fteps we’ll tread;
Quit its vain {cenes without a tear,
Without a trouble or a fear,
And mingle with the dead:
E 4
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XI

While Con{cience, like a faithful friend,
Shall through the gloomy vale attend,
And cheer our dying breath:
Shall, when all other comforts ceafe,
Like a kind angel whifper peace,
And fmooth the bed of death.
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......... I admire,
None more admires, the Painter’s magic fkill,
Who fhews me that which I fhall never fee ;
Conveys a diftant country into mine;
And throws Italian light on Britifh walls.

COWPER..

Bleft be the pencilt which from death can fave
The femblance of the virtuous, wife, and brave ;
That youth and emulation Rill may gaze
On thofe infpiring forms of ancient days,
And, from the force of bright example bold,
Rival their worth, ¢¢ and be what they behold.”

HAYLEY..
Animum pi&ura pafcit inani,
VIRGIL.

He, with the unfubftantial pi€ture feeds his mind.

A Few years ago I vifited London, and
refided, during my flay, in a relative’s houfe.
A gentleman lived in the family, of whom I

had frequently heard, and for whofe charac-
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ter, though I had never feen him, I conceiv-
ed an high efteem. I was introduced to
him, on my arrival in town, and experienced
great pleafure and fatisfa&tion in his com-
pany. He was a folitary widower, and
fpoke often of his wife and children, in a
ftrain chara@eriftic of conjugal and paternal
tendernefs.

A liberal education had enriched his un.
derﬂanding with the treafures of knowledge ;
- and his manners were delicately polithed by
an intimacy with the polite world. Provi-
dence favoured him with an income exceed-
ing competency, and he occafionally diftri-
buted, among the induftrious poor of the
neighbourhood, a certain quantity of food
and raiment. Every Sabbath faw him pre-
{fent at divine worfhip; and he paid ftri&
regard to the doftrines and precepts of the
Chriftian Religion. The fummer months
were pafled in the vicinity of London, where
he amufed himfelf by furveying the beauties
of nature, and tracing the wifdom and good-
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nels of the Creator, difplayed in the ftruéture
of this material {yftem. In the winter he
returned to town, but gave little countenance
to thofe public diverfions, with which, at that
feafon of the year, the metropolis abounds.
Having an elegant library of favourite au-
.thors, he beguiled the tedioufnefs of a win-
ter’s evening, by the perufal of the inftruétive
volume. He likewife attended a feleét circle
of friends, who met once a week for mutual
improvement.

‘One trait in this gentleman’s charatter,
even a ftranger on a {light interview might
difcover. The love of PAINTING was his
darling paffion ; and its afcendancy over him
fenfibly affeéted his conduét. It was not
unlike Aaron’s rod, which fwallowed up
thofe of the magicians. I have obferved
him ufing many little innocent arts to make
the nature and utility of PAINTING the lead-
ing topic of converfation. Whenever he
fucceeded, his countenance was illumined
with gleams of joy.
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As I am fketching the outlines of this be-
nevolent charatter—juftice requires me to
obferve, that none were more difpofed to
patronize the young and unaflifed. Many
were fheltered beneath his foftering wing, and
his ears were never fhut to the lamentations
of diftrefled merit. He frequently exprefled
regret, that no inftitution was formed ade-
quate to the relief of INDIGENT GENIUS.
With what honeft indignation did I hear
him recount the miferies of Dryden, Otway,
Savage, and Chatterton! One day in particu-
lar, he pathetically defcribed to me Chatter-
ton’s.career; and thus concluded the melan-
choly tale: '

¢“ Ah! who can tell how hard it is to climb

The fteep where fame’s proud temple fhines afar ?
Ah! who can tell how many a foul fublime,

Has felt the influence of malignant ftar,

And wag’d with fortune an eternal war;

Check’d by the fcoff of pride—by envy’s frown,
And poverty’s unconquerable bar ?

In life’s low vale remote has pin’d alone,
Thendropp’d into the grave, unpitied and unknown.”

During my refidence in town, I told the
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connoifleur, that paintings gave me exquifite
pleafure, and that with the moft agreeable
emotions I had furveyed the annual exhibi-
tion at Somerfet-Houfe. He enquired in-
ftantly whether I praétifed myfelf, and ex-
prefled a wifh of {feeing my juvenile produc-
tions. ¢ I feel,” faid I, ¢« a prediletion for
“ the art—devote much of my time to the

¢ ftudy of it, and with my parents confent
¢ fhall embrace that line of profeflion.”

The information pleafed him, and he again
repeated his defire of fecing fome of my
{ketches. I had but few with me, and thofe
1 put into his hands. When he returned
them, he with much candour obferved—
«« They poflefs confiderable merit— and
¢ though not void of blemifhes, yet thefe
¢¢ blemifhes the improvement of your pre-

« fent good tafte will effettually corre&.”

The day previous to my departure from
_the metropolis, juilt after breakfaft, he took
me afide into his apartment. Having {hut
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the door, he furnithed me with a {eat, and
thus addrefled me:
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“ The choice of an employment, my
friend, involves your future felicity. Many,
deftitute of an intelligent advifer, engage in
occupations for which they are by no
means fitted. I much approve of the
choice you have already made. You are
bleffed with a genius for pAINTING. Che-
rifh that genius with fedulous care. For
want of the foul’s being moulded by the
hand of nature for this noble art, how few
of 1its amateurs attain to eminence! In re-
warding merit the prefent age 1s not back-
ward ; and the reign of George the Third
1s confpicuous for its attention to the fine
arts.  You will require the tuition of an
accomplifhed mafter. Should your parents

‘ refule to advance a competent premiam, I

will afford every neceffary aid. Nothing
on my part fhall be omitted, to enfure you
celebrity in your profeflion, and to render
you an ufeful member of fociety. Be am-
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s bitious of rifing above the common herd
« of mankind—of attraéting the notice of a
« generous public—and of having your name
¢ tran{mitted with honour to an impartial

“ pofterity:

o

¢ For who would fink in dull oblivion’s {tream ?
¢ Who would not live in fongs of diftant days 2"’

The Connoiffeur (fcarcely giving me time
to thank him for the generous propofal)
now took up his golden-headed cane, which
lay acrofs the table, and pointing to the
{everal parts of the room, defcribed the orna-
ments, with which it was {plendidly decorat-
ed. On the mantle-piece, ftood the bufts of
RaruatL, TrtiaN, and Guipo. Hav-
ing mentioned the perfons they reprefented,
be fpecified the place of their birth—the
times in which they flourifhed —and the
chef-d’ouvres, which had immortalized their
names. On this laft topic, he eloquently
expatiated. He not only extolled thofe
mafters of the pencil, but reprobating the
critics, who had aflerted their famous

F
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pieces to be defettive—he almoft averred
they were faultlefs. Demofthenes declaimed
not more vehemently againft the ambition
of the Macedonian monarch, than this good
man did, at (what he termed) the in/olence of
criticifm. The Encomiaft then pointed to a
fingle buft, which graced an elegant pedeftal
elevated a foot above the reft. ¢ This,” fays
he, « is the buft of Sik Josmua REy-
“ NoLDs.” He favoured me with a brief
account of that eminent artift; and wound up
the whole with an apoftrophe in his praife.

We next furveyed the different pictures,
with which the apartment was embellithed.
They were {o numerous, as to occupy almoft
the whole wainfcot; and fo arranged, asto
have a {urprizing effe€t on the beholder’s
imagination when he firft entered the room.
To whatever part the eye glanced, you
perceived a groupe of portraits, land{capes or
hiftoric pieces. On each of thefe the Pane-
gyrift minutely defcanted. ¢ See,” exclaim-
ed he, with a glow on his vifage, and a
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{prightlinefs in his eye, ¢ how boldly are
« they fketched !—how vivid the colours!—
“ how delicate the finifhing!”

T was, however, aftonifhed that one picture
pafled unnoticed, which flruck me, beyond
any of the reft, and feemed full as worthy of
praife as thofe, upon which he had liberally
beftowed his encomiums. It reprefented a
young woman, about thirty years of age,
feated in an elbow chair. Graceful was her
appearance—neat her attire—{prightly and
intelligent her countenance. Her features
were wonderfully engaging. I think I
never beheld a face fo thoroughly expreflive
of female lovelinefs. The moment I faw
her, {he reminded me of the beauteous rofe,
in all its glory. In her arms fhe held a
{weet infant, on whom fhe {miled with ma-
ternal fondnefs; and on her knee leaned a
lovely boy, apparently near four or five
years old, The little boy was drawn in the
pleafing attitude of looking up nto his
mother’s face with an interefting earneftnels,

F 2
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and his innocent features glowed with the
-warmth of filial affe€lion. I interrupted the
connoiffeur, by begging him to explain this
delightful piéture, and aflign his reafon for
pailing 1t over in filence. I immediately
percieved, the queftion agitated his mind, and
the tear ftole into hiseye. ¢ Alas!” faid he
in a faultering voice, “ it is the dear wife of
“ my youth, and two fweet children—now
¢ —no—more.” The three laft words
were {carcely articulated. He fat down and
wept bitterly. That they were to him #o
more, pierced his tender heart. I ap-
proached him, and taking him by the hand,
faid, « My dear fir, abandon not yourfelf to
“ immoderate grief. Thefe misfortunes
¢ are incident to frail mortality. Our beft
“ tears are due to departed worth, and may
“ be fhed frequently, o’er the tomb of the
“ deceafed. Sorrow not, as thofe void of
¢ hope. Though to you, they return not—
¢ yet the Chriftian religion aflures you, that
‘ you fhall again meet each other—never
“ more to be feparated.” Thele confolatory

o
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hints, though imperfeét, proved a cordial to
revive his drooping fpirit. He gradually
recovered. “Wifhing not to open wounds,
which feemed far from being clofed by the
lenient. hand of time, I enquired no further
nto particulars.——Poor man' I was not {ur-

prized at thy amiable fenfibility:

¢ Bufy meddling memory

¢t In barbarous fucceflion maufter’d up

¢ The paft endearments of thy fofter hours,
« Tenacious of its theme.”

‘My friend, having thus furveyed his
apartment, rofe, and went to his bureau.. e
brought me a PAPER, folded like a letter,
and carefully fealed. ¢ To-morrow,” {aid
he, « you leave us. This manufcript con-
¢ tains one of my juvenile effays; and was
« yead in a fociety where each member in
« his turn produced an effay on fome fa-
¢ yorite theme. Accept it, as 2 token of
« my affe@ion for you; and when arrived
« in the country, perufe candidly its con-
s tents.”

Fg
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As I was thanking him for his kindnefs,
the dinner-bell rang, and releafed us from
our temporary, though not unpleafing con-
finement. The next day I bade him a final
adieu.  Stepping into the carriage, I heard
fomebody calling me by name, and turning
round, I obferved the GENEROUS CON-

NOISSEUR at his window. As the carriage
drove off, he waved gently his hand ; and I
diftinétly heard him fay, <« Farewell, young
“ friend—God blefs you !” *

In the evening I arrived at my father’s
houfe, and luxurioufly partook of the dear
charities of focial life, Being the fummer
time, I the enfuing day rofe with the dawn ;
and that I might examine the paper put into
my pofleflion, I retired to a neighbouring
bower. It was a lovely morning, and the
objetts around me infpired me with new de-
light. Efcaped from the tumultuous buftle
of a city-life, I marked the beauties of crea-
tion with additional pleafure. The fun was
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beginning to peep above the horizon, and
his prefence gladdened. the face of nature.

¢ Fair morn—-her rofy ftepsin th’ eaftern clime
“ Advancing-—fow’d the earth with orient pearl.”

The birds in the branches, hopping from
fpray to {pray, were faluting the return of
day. The golden grain was waving by the
gentle preflure of the gale; whilft the play-
ful cattle, and the {portive lambkins, heigh-
tened the gaiety of the landfcape. Nature
throughout {eemed revived ; and the crea-
tion, as in gratitude to its beneficent Author,
was offering up its incenfe to the great Fa-
ther of all. Images of benevolence crouded
on my delighted imagination ; and flinging
my eye around, I with rapture exclaimed,

¢ Thefe are thy glorious works, Parent of good,

¢« Almighty! thine this univerfal frame,

¢« Thus wondrous fair ; thyfelf how wondrousthen-!
« Unfpeakable, who fitt'{t above the heay’ns,

« To us invifible, or dimly feen

In thefe thy loweft works; yet thefe declare

s¢ Thy goodnefs beyond thought, and pow’r divine.”’

el

-
-
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The fequeftered bower, towards which  §
was tending with hafty ftep, lay at the foot
of an adjacent hill. Near it ran 2 rivulet
whofe waters were clear as cryftal; and
whofe purlings {fweetened the tranquillity of
folitude. Thither I often withdraw for the °
indulgence of meditation.

I foon reached the hallowed {fpot: Around
the bower the wild honeyfuckle and thevdras
grant jeflamine, with many {pontaneous pro-
duétions of nature, wound themfelves in
graceful evolutions. Their thick foliage, ad-
mitting only the glimmering rays of the fun,
chafed away the glare of open day, and the
light fell on my eye with a foftened efful-
gence. Seating myfelf down, I drew from
my pocket the benevolent pan EGYRIST’S
Juvenile effay. Having broken the feal and
unfolded the manufcript, I with avidity pro-
ceeded to examine the contents, and read
as folloWsipamtlnio il
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On THE UTILITY OF PAINTINGS.

Music, Poexry, and PAINTING, are
held in high eftimation by thofe who make
pretenﬁons to an improved mind, and a refin-
ed tafte. This efteem is founded on the ex-
quifite gratification they afford, and on the
ufeful purpofes to which they are appropri-
ated. To analyze the merits of thele fifter
arts, and to eftimate their comparative em-
pire over the human mind, is not my prefent
intention. I confine myfelf folely to the
nature and effefts of PAINTING, and fhall
briefly enumerate a few of the valuable ends
it is adapted to anfwer.

Simple and expreflive are the means em-
ployed by the PAINTER, to gratify - the
imagination, and to agitate the foul. Their
fimplicity arifes from their addrefs to the eye.
Their expreflivenefs flows from the ufe of
natural figns, intelligible to the meaneft:
and moft illiterate fpetator, PAINTING,
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therefore, has been termed poetry and elo-
quence 1n mechanifm. The artift brings
nature to view—exhibits the objetts before
your eyes—and bids the moit delicate feel-
ings move by the fenfible reprefentation of .
his pencil. Hence the antients highly extol
this imitative art. Paintings, {ays Ariftotle,
are as capable of making the vicious reflett
within themielves, as the fineft precepts of
morality. The eye, Horace obferves, is a
faithful fervant to the heart. And Quinti-
lian declares a pitture to be a filent and
uniform addrefs, penetr’ating fo deeply into
our affettions, that it {feems to exceed the
powers of eloquence. The walls of Clau-
dius Pulcher’s theatre had delineated upon
them a roof covered with tiles, and being
finifhed in a mafterly manner, the rooks,
birds of no {mall fagacity, imagined it real,
and attempted often to alight upon it. By
fteps alfo, in a perfpettive of Dante’s, a dog,
violently purfued, was fo deceived, that ex-
peéting to find a free paflage, he made up to
them in full fpeed, and dathed out his brains.
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Have you not heard of the fhipwrecked Ro-
mans, who, to excite charity, had their misfor-
tunes delineated on tablets? If in fuch cafes
Painting generates forcible emotions, who
can remain unmoved by the mafterly defign of
a Raphael—the luxurious tints of a Titian
—and the graceful fimplicity of a Guido !

The produttions of the pencil may be dif-
tributed into Hiftoric Pieces—Landfcapes—
Caricatures—and Portraits.

1ft. Historic Pieces. Hiftory fur-
nifhes the artift with ample {cope for the exer-
cife of his genius, and he feletts the fubjeéls
beft adapted for his purpofe. The deeds,
which fignalize individuals and nations, are
recorded in the hiftoric page, for the admira-
tion of fucceeding generations. Flagrant
violations of juitice alfo, are there held for-
ward, ftigmatized with deferved infamy.
The hiftorian’s narrative imprefles the reader,
with the excellence of virtue, and the defor-
mity of vice. In a fimilar manner, the



84 THE PAINTER’S

PAINTER fixes on fome. ftriking ftory, and
exerts his art in 1ts embellifhment. By the
expreflion thrown into the countenance, and
by the attitudes of the principal figures—
adorned with beauty, grace, and dignity ; or
thaded with deformity and horror—he con-
veys an idea of their refpeftive charaters.
And according to the nature of the charaéter,
is the kind of ufeful emotion excited in the

contemplator’s breaft.

In facred hiftory, the Crucifixion,Refurrec-
tion, and Afcenfion of the Mefliah, afford the
ampleft range to the genius of the artift.
Rubens immortalized himfelf by the repre-
fentation of the Crucifixion, that melancholy
and interefting fcene. The cartoons of
Raphael are well known, and their merit
juftly appreciated. The delineation of the
moft remarkable fatts in holy writ might
prove extremely ufeful to mankind. -The
attention of the multitude, would be excited
—their curiofity awakened —and it might
induce them to perufe the facred narrative.
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By a method of this kind, the celebrated
Doddridge, even in early childhood, became
acquainted with the infpired biftory, and

always retained a forcible remembrance of it. :
From the exhibition of fa&s, in profane
hiftory, the moft valuable leffons may be
derived. Nor are the leaft, of thefe ufeful
falts, the interview of Alexander and his
phyﬁcian——the parting of He&or and An-
dromache—the return of Regulus to Car-
thage—the tragical death of Socrates—and
the dragging of Hettor’s body around the
walls of Troy. The emotions raifed by
thefe, and other fuch reprefentations, are
powerful; and powerful emotions may be
made to operate fuccefsfully in the {upport
- of virtue, and for the extirpation of vice.
Did not Alexander, the conqueror of the
world, tremble and grow pale, when he
contemplated the picture of the unfortunate
Palamedes? Did not Portia, who with un-
ufual equanimity bid farewell to Brutus,
burdt into tears, when, a few hours after, fthe
beheld the final interview of Hettor and
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Andromache? From thefe painful {cenes, 1
turn to thofe of a brilliant and enlivening
caft. Let me

2dly, furvey the PICTURESQUE LaND-
SCAPE. Here we meet with a variety, the
limits of which are not afcertainable. With
pleafure we behold the varied appearances of
nature. Whether {pring arrays herfelf in
her {potted robe; or fummer fcorches with
his fultry heats ; or autumn pours forth her
exuberant ftores; or winter fends us to our
habitations—itill are we admirers of nature,

and difpofed,

* To mark the mighty hand,
A Thar ever bufy, wheels the filent fpheres 3
< WOYL\S in the fecret deep 3 fhoots fteaming thence
¢“ The fair profufion that o’erfpreads the fpring 3
“ Flings from the fun dire& the flaming day 3
“¢ Feeds every creature 3 hurls the tempeft forth 3
¢ And, ason earth this r*r'ueful change revolves,
“¢ With tranfport touches all the fprings of hfc.”

To realize thefe checquered and romantic
fcenes, is the province of the Landf{cape
Painter. Hence Painting 1s the fafcinating
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mgxon of enchantment. The pencil 1s a
magic wand. It calis up to view the moit
extenfive and variegated {cenery. Perceive
you not delineated, on yonder canvas, the
craggy cliff —the huge precipice—the ftu-
pendous rock—the barren heath—the lofty
mountain—the wide ocean, and the {pacious
firmament? When thefe fublime objetts
fatigue your eye—mark thofe of a beautiful -
kind. See you not, on yon other canvas,
the extended mead—the. tufted toreft—the
playful herd—and the frifking lambkins? See
you not the ploddmg hufbandman—the ruf-
tic {fwain—the ruddy milkmaid—and think
you almoft hear the whifliing plough-boy?
Nay, the flill lake and the meandering river
—the flowing rivulet and the falling cataratt
. —the crowded city and the {olitary defert—
the plain conventicle and the pompous ca-
thedral—the magnificent palace—the folemn
temple—and the lowly cottage—al// may be
delineated on canvas, in a manner exquifitely
adapted to charm the eye—to feafl the fenfes
—to ravifh and delight the {oul !



-

38 THE PAINTER’S

gdly. The CARICATURE next claims our
attention.  Over the human mind, wit,
‘humour, and ridicule maintain authoritative
influence. The ludicrous images, which flit
before the fancy—aided by eccentric combi-
nations, awaken the rifible powers, and throw
the foul into tumults of laughter.  'Who can
‘refrain from experiencing rifible emotions,
‘when he beholds a lively reprefentation of
Don Quixote and Sancho Panca—Hudibras
and his Ralpho — merry old Falftaff —
gabbling Mrs. Quickly, and other grotefque
figures found in the vaft variety of human
charatter? To lafh the vices, and expofe the
follies of mankind, is the profefled end of
this {pecies of painting. An objeét worthy
its attention ! Like comedy it may degene-
rate, and become fubfervient to licentiouf-
nefs and profligacy. Yet the fhafts of ridi-
cule, judicioufly aimed, like a well-dire&ed
artillery, do much execution. With what
becoming feverity does the bold Caricature
lay open to public cenfure, the ,inirigue of
“fubtle politicians—the chicanery of corrupted
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courts—and the flattery of cringing parafites!
Hence fatirical prints, under temperate
regulations, check the diffolutenefs of the
great. Hogarth’s Harlot’s and Rake’s Buo-
grefs have contributed to reform the different
claffes in fociety. An ingenious Effayift
doubts much whether the fermons of a Til-
lotfon ever diffuaded fo efficacioufly from
luft, cruelty, and intemperance, as the prints
of an Hogarth.

4thly. Confider the value of a good PORr-
TRAIT. We view it with the glow of admi-
ration. How many manfions are decorated
with the portrait of the beloved fovereign—
the pious divine—the fage philofopher—and
the fkilful phyfician? How many with the
brave warrior—the impartial judge—the ge-
nerous philanthropift—the con {ummateftatef-
man, and the warm-hearted patriot? Almoit
every cottage contains a pitture of the dear re-
lative and the faithful friend. Nor can 1t excite
furprize. In the well-executed Portrait, the
foul fits on the countenance, holding converfe

G
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with the attentive beholder. I once faw a'mi-
niature of Oliver Cromwell. In his furious
though intelligent countenance was depited
that heroic turbulence of foul, which threw
kingdoms into agitation, and fcattered clouds
of darknefs over our political hemifphere.
The originals, alas! like autumnal leaves,
‘quickly perifh. A Portrait is the beft mean
devifed by the ingenuity of art, to fubftantiate
the fleeting form—to perpetuate the momen-
tary exiftence. It is thine, O PAINTING!
to preferve the form, which lies mouldering
in the tomb—to refcue in a mealure, from
the jaws of death, the prey he is wont greedi-
ly to devour—to fling a ray of light on the
houfe of mourning—mitigating the calamity
-of the affliéted furvivor.

Nor i1s this the only important end, which
Portrait-painting {fubferves. It teaches bene-
ficial leflons. It calls to mind the example

-of great men, when they are fled beyond the
reach of obfervation. As the abfence of the

fun, is fupplied by artificial lights, fo well-
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finifhed Portraits compenfate the lofs {uftain-
ed, by the removal of the excellent originals.
An Athenian courtezan, in the midft of a
rictous banquet, accidentally caft her eye on
a philofopher’s Portrait hung oppofite to her
feat. The happy charaéter of temperance
depified in the philofopher’s countenance,
contrafted with her own unworthinefs, ftruck
her fo forcibly, that fhe inftantly quitted the
room, and became an example for virtue, as
{he had before been of thamelefs debanchery.
Boleflaus alfo, king of Poland, carried a pic-
ture of his father about his neck, fet in gold.
When going to {peak or do any thing of im-
portance, he took into his hand this pleaf-
ing monitor, and kiffing 1t, faid, « Dear
¢ father—may I mever do any thing un-
it worthy of thy name X

And is not the impaflioned lover indebted
to Portrait-painting? I fuppofe him about to
be torn from the objett of his affeétions.
Redewed with tears, I fee him retire, to con-
seGure what is the beft fubflitnte for her

G2
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prefence. At this moment in fleps a poet,
with lines defcriptive of his Maria. On the
poet’s departure, appears a mufician, with
Maria’s favorite air.  And on the mufician’s
retiring, comes up a Painter, and puts into the
lover’s pofleflion a miniature of the beloved
damfel. He gazes at it in filent admiration
—prefles it to his bofom—and taking the
painter by the hand, thanks him for the beft
gift which human art could beftow :

Bleft be the pencil! whofe enchantment gives
To wounded love the food on which he lives.
Rich in this gift, tho’ cruel ocean bear

The youth teo exile from his faithful fair,

He in fond dreams hangs o’er her glowing cheek,
 Still owns her prefent, and fill hears her [peak.”’

—DBefide the above different kinds of
PAINTING, it may not be improper, before
I conclude, to notice a clafs of drawings ap-
propriated to the 2//uflration of fcience. Their
uulity is obvious. The natural philofopher
delineates his apparatus, and marks the pro-
greflive flages of its improvement, either in
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former times, or through the exercife of his
own ingenuity. The anatomift fketches the
various parts of the human frame, and
catches with accuracy thofe appearances
which fpeedily vanifh, through a tendency to
putrefattion.—The archite&t pourtrays his
plans, previous to the execution of his de-
figns.—The antiquarian copies figures from
anicient ffagments, and thus often obtains an
explication.——And the natural hiftorian ex-
hibits the whole range of nature,

¢ The brute, the fifh, the fowl, the infect,

¢ Plant, and flower-—every particle,

¢« Alive or dead, from the cloud-covered mountain’s
¢« Higheft peak, down to the center.”’

On the whole what advantages flow from
the right ufe of the pencil | —How ju{’c 1s the
ob{ervation of an ingenious writer:

« The art of PAINTING is one of thofe

« innocent and delightful means of pleafure,

« which Providence has kindly offered to

« brighten the profpetts of life. Under due
Gig.
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“ reftri€tion, and with proper direétion; it
“ may be rendered fomething more than an

“ elegant mode of pleafing the eye and the
“ Imagination ;—

“ IT MAY BECOME A VERY POWER-
FUL AUXILIARY TO VIRTUE.”
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ISAAC went out into the ficld to meditate at cven-tide.
MOSES.
If I am right, thy grace impart
still in the right to flay ;
If I am wrong, Oh teach my heart
To find that better way.

Save me alike from foolifh pride,
Or impious difcontent,

At aught thy wildom has deny'd,
Or aught thy goodnefs lent.

POPE,

KNOWLEDGE is of the utmoft importance. .
Qreat pains ane taken to acquire it, and {pe-
cific rules laid down for 1ts application to the -
purpofes of life. Yet, alas! to what firange.
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ends is it fometimes perverted. Inflead of
infpiring a manly dignity, modeft carriage,
and conciliating deportment, it has been feer
to produce the oppofite effefs, and then fails
not to raife in the beholder affli&ive fenfa-
tions.. Follies vary with the complexional
charaéter of the individual; and the reprehen-
fion due to them fhould be apportioned to
their evil tendency.

I was led into thefe refle@ions by the
behaviour of an acquaintance who had juft
finifhed his eduacation. -He was intended for
the church, and devoted himfelf chiefly to
theological {tudies. Though endowed with
no contemptible underftanding, and though
poflefled of confiderable literature, yet the
ftrength of his paflions, and a haftinefs of
temper, threw him frequently into fits of in-
temperate zeal. Imagining himfelf infallibly
fecure of truth, he expetted none would dare
queftion the propriety and juftnefs of his
dogmas. This exorbitant claim on the affent
of mankind was not fo fpeedily granted as his
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vanity induced him to expeét. Denied, as
he thought, the tribute due to his fuperior
fagacity and uncommon attainments, he re-
probated the perverfenefs (as he deemed it
of thofe with whom he afTociated, and vented
his fpleen in {arcaftic obfervations on human
nature. One day when he vifited me, we
after dinner converfed together on various
fubjetts; and in the courfe of friendly de-
bate, did not leave untouched thofe topics
of religious enquiry, which have fo griev-
oufly divided the chriftian world. I expof-
tulated with him onthe abfurdity of demand-
ing an univerfal coincidence of {fentiment.
But the expoftulation was of {fmall avail. I
pitied his dogmatifm—perce-ived that he had
not attended to the {cantinefs of human
knowledge, and had forgotten that the true
philofopher was invariably diftinguithed by
2 modeft and unafluming diffidence.

The evening he left me I took a folitary
walk. The fetting {un, with his lengthened
thadows, together with the folemn clofe of
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day, compofed my mind, and tranquillized
my fpirits. Walking penfively onwards, I
without reftraint, yielded myfelf up to a train
of refle€tions, and indulged the following
MEDITATION.

“ —Why isnot the mAN of LEARNING
“ (thought I) uniformly charaerized by the
“ modefly of his opinions, and the lowlinefs
« of his deportment? e hnow m part.  We
“ fee through a glafs darkly. 1In fome re-
“ {petts our knowledge refembles the {epul-
“ chral lamp, whofe rays are feeble, and
“ whofe light 1s a refined kind of darknefs.

“ The nature, the attributes, the works,
“ and the difpenfations of the L1VING Gonbp,
“ how far furpafling my comprehenfion !
< That there fhould be a being who poffeffes
“ exiftence without commencement, prefence
“ without locality, and attivity without mo-
“ tion, is inexplicably myflerious. Yet fur-
“ veying the prefent fcene of things, I am
“ led neceffarily to fuch a conclufion. In

~
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the inveftigation of all fubjects, we attend
to the obvious dottrine of caufes and
effefts. But contemplating Deity we are
bewildered in mazes of difficulty. The
fpirituality of his nature baffles our com-
prehenﬁon. His attributes alfo are accom-
panied with perplexities which no human
underftanding can anravel. To each of
the natural and moral perfeétions of the
Godhead fomething incomprehenfible 1s
annexed. Almighty power, unfearchable
wifdom, and univerfal prefence, exceed
our loftieft conceptions. They diftend
‘the mind with holy aftonithment and

Imagination’s utmoft ftretch in wonder dies away.’

« And are not the works of the Creator
perpetually opening to the enquiring mind
certain properties which before lay conceal-
ed ? The nature, number, and extent of the
Planetary Syftem aftonifh beyond meafure.
In this corner of the univerfe we can only
glance at thofe worlds upon worlds, and
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thofe {yflems upon f{yftems, which are
{cattered throughout infinite fpace. Even
the animal, vegetable, and foffile kingdoms,
continue to difclofe regions which have
never yet been infpeted by the hallowed
eye of philofophy. Aﬂronomy and natural
hiftory, admirable mediums by which our
knowledge of creation i1s enlarged, fail in
a variety of inftances. The aftronomer
often lifts his telefcope in vain. And the
natural hiftorian, having ulelefsly fatigued
his eye, frequently lays afide his microf-
cope. At times both are abforbed in the
refle€tion—how little do we know! How
much remains yet'to be known!

“ A {imilar obfcurity beclouds the Dprs-
PENSATIONS of Heaven, Mifls hang
over them which the radiance of a future
ftate alone can effettually diflipate. That
there 1s a fecret and invifible energy ope-
rating on human affairs, is evinced from
various particulars. Bat why we come
1nto being . at t4is period of time more
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than at any other we know not. Why
life is embittered with this and that painful
event we cannot afcertain.  Why perfons
whom we deem ufelefs remain long in life,
and why others whom we imagine ufeful
are foon and {uddenly taken away—God

.only knows. The adverfity of the righ-

teous and the profperity of the wicked are
in fome inftances inexplicable. To {olve
thefe difficulties, wife men have had re-
courfe to the fuppofition that thus life 1s
part of a grand whole. = It refembles,

fay they, a chain—the beginning and end

of which efcape our obfervation.

¢ Deep in unfathomable mines,

¢ With never failing fkill,

¢ God rreafures up his vaft defigns
¢ And works his fovereign will !’

¢« The CHRISTIAN REVELATION,
which 1s a light unto our Jeet and a lamp
unto our paths, 1s far from being fully un-
folded. The jarring {entiments prevalent in
the religious world flow, in a meafure, from
the prejudices and paflions of mankind. It
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muft however be acknowledged, that our
information refpeéting feveral {ubjeéls is
very limited. The moft interefting
objefts of revelation are {o far made
known as is neceffary for our welfare.
With the light obtained the pious are fatis-
fied. But the inquifitive find little to gra-
tify idle curiofity. Almoft every article
of the infpired volume has been reprefent-
ed in various ways. Controverfies are
agitated about modes of expreflion.  Whe-
ther there are fuch and fuch objeéts 1s not
queftioned — but in what light they are to
be viewed is often the fubjeét of difpute.
This arifes from partial knowledge.
Should a natural objet be placed at a con-
{iderable diftance, or contemplated through
an indiftinét medium, diverfity of opinion
refpeéting fize, colour, and pofition, necef-
farily enfues. And if partial acquaintance
with natural objeéts occafions various
opinions, whyis it irrational to imagine that
a {imilar partial acquaintance with religi-
ous fubjedls gives rife to a fimilar divcrﬁt);
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of fentiment ? What difficulties attend
our firlt Parents’ tranfgreflion—the nature
and ufes of fome parts of the Jewifh
economy—the time, manner, and many
circum{tances accompanying the promulga-
tion of the glorious Gofpel of the Bleffed
God! Why, it has been afked, is not this
GospEL extended to all the nations of
the globe P—and where it is already known,
why meets it with {o indifferent a recep-
tion? Even the perfon, doétrines, precepts,
example, and facrifice of the Mefliah will
receive additional Iuftre from the difco-
veries of futarity:

When God’s own hand fhall lift the curtain high,
And all earth’s wonders open to my eye.’

« But I come home to MYSELF. Am
1 not fearfully and wonderfully made ¢
Man is compofed of foul and body. The
one allies him to heaven. The other con-
nefts him with the duft whence he came,
and whither he {peedily returns. Our
frame is a delicate piece of mechanifm.
Concerning its nature, form, and conftruc-

H
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tion, what curious difquifitions have been
written ! Queftions of the moft intricate
nature have been ftarted—How does the
brain {ecrete the animal fpirits? How are
the lungs empowered to perform the func-
tion of refpiration? How 1s the heart
enabled to circulate the blood? To the
primary caufe of thefe wonderful phano-
mena we are ftrangers. The laws alfo
which ‘regulate the feveral parts of this
body are not thoroughly known. Hence
with frequent uncertainty the phyfician
feels the throbbing pulfe-—the anatomiit
with partial fuccefs lays open the breathlefs
corpfe—and the chymiil tortures every
fubftance in nature, that he may difco-
ver its medical virtues, and check the ra-
vages of difeale.

¢ Nor 1s our knowledge of the body only,
partial—the M1N D is ftill more withdrawn
from view. The nature of the human
faculties, and their fubtle mode of opera-
tion, are involved in much obfcurity. On
many occafions the aflociation of our
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:deas is unaccountable. - How the under-
{tanding perceives——-the imagination de-
vifes—the memory retains, and the will
inclines to aftion, are beyond the ken of
our obfervation. Why certain things caufe
that agitation of mind we term paflion—
and what in fome cafes are the fprings of
alior, who can tell? We bow in filence,
wonder and adore. The acutenefs of a
Locke—the penetration of a Boyle, and the
fagacity of a Newton, are here at a ftand.
They retire with reverence. They confefs
the myﬂerioufnefs of the f{ubjett. With
an infpired Apoftle they exclaim—¢ Ve
know in part.

« If prefent objeéts are thus encumbered
with difficulties, what perplexities muft
accompany thofe enveloped in the dark-
nels of FuturiTY? How we fhall exift
in the world to come without our bodies,
or how with them in the morning of the
refurre€tion, we know not. Where the
places of rewards and punifhment are fitu-

He
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ated in the univerfe of God, we are 1gno-
rant.  With the nature alfo of thefe
rewards and punifhments we are not fully
acquainted. What is feen on the verge
of the horizon is faintly perceived: tho’

‘when we approach the obje& of vifion,

the faintnefs difappears, the fpecific form is
afcertained, and the mind embraces it with
vigor and alacrity. But the veil drawn
over a future flate is impenetrable. We
cannot defcry its precife nature. We
cannot enumerate its charateriftic pro-
perties ¥,

¢ But it 1s not the fcantinels alone of
human knowledge that affliéts the fpecula-
tive mind. Our information is attained
with much toill. When attained who is
abfolutely certain he poflefles truth un-
adulterated with error? Is knowledge

* Sce Butler’s Analogy, efpecially the edition by

the late Bifthop of Gloucefter—Law’s Theory of Re-
ligion—The fourth Sermon of Blair, 1{t vol.-—-and
the Vifion of Mirza, by Addifon, Spefator, vol. ii.
No. 159,
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gained by obfervation? Obfervation 1s
made by the fenfes, and the fenfes frequent-
ly deceive us. Isit acquired by teftimony ?
Teftimony 1s not always fatisfattory. The
perfons may be prejudiced—their infor-
mation partial, and their mode of commu-
nication defe&tive.—Confined alfo are the
objetts of knowledge. Many {ubjetts are
not yet brought forward to notice. The
arts and fciences now known, were un-
known to the firft ages. And things un-
known to us will be known by our chil-
dren’s children. Endlefs are the works of
creation! Aflonifhingly complicate the
{cheme of redemption ! Our minds are now
cooped up ; they are comprefled within a
narrow compafs. Like a young eagle, we
foar not very high, and are obliged foon to
defcend jaded with fatigue. How tranfient
alfo is our knowledge in point of duration.
Indifpofition forely affeéts the human
faculties. Deplorable have been 1ts ravages.
Did not difeafe reduce Swift to 1deotifm ?
Did not age bring back the profound
H3
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Newton to a fecond childhood? Over
thefe lamentable inftances of human im-

‘bCCl”lty I drop a tear, and proceed to afk

myfelf what are—

“ The UsEs to be made of thefe difficul.
ties attending prefent knowledge? 1t be-
hoves me to call them to mind, and pay
them the attention they merit.

“ Am I impatient becaufe the limits of
human know]edge are not more extend-
ed? No. I am content that I have been
brought into being. I reft fatisfied, that
the nature of my faculties is fo exalted—
their number fo great, and: the ends to
which they may be applied fo numerous
and important. The eye has its boundary,
beyond which it cannot fee. The ear-has
its diftance, beyond which it cannot hear.
Why fhould not the eye of the mind be
fimlarly circumfcribed? Is it anjuft to
lament that the fenfes of feeing and hear-
ing extend no farther? With the fame
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injuftice may we repine, becaufe at prefent
we know not more of the obje&s_fubje&ed
to our review. Lvery thing in nature 18
progreflive. Why then {hould the radiance
of futm'ity'be poured upon us all at once?.
Has the traveller a right to complain,
becaufe he enjoys not the profpe& from
yonder hill, without firft painfully afcend-
ing that hill? And what fhould 1 think of
the hufbandman, who, having ploughed the
{oil and fcattered the grain, expeéls the fun
to burft all at once on his ficlds, inftan-
taneoufly ripening his corn and filling his
barns with plenty?

« Let me however remember, the little
which may be known is of an interefting
kind, and becomes (through the blefling
of God) conducive to prefent and future
felicity. Though the eye penetrates not
beyond a certain boundary, nor the ear
recognizes founds beyond a certain diftance
—yet how valuable are thefe two fenfes

¢ within their prefcribed range! The eye

H 4
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alcertains the magnitude, form, colour, and
pofition of various terreftrial objefts. Itis
the fource of exquifite pleafure, and enables
us to ward off perils to which the want of
fight unavoidably expofes. By means of
the ear we are thrilled with harmonious
founds, and brought acquainted with the
human voice—we communicate to each
other our ideas—till joy circulates from
heart to heart, and the raptures of focial
converfe are heightened almoft to angelic
extacy. Why fhould not our limited
knowledge be equally ufeful? We know
there is a God—a Savionur—a Providence
—a Relurre€tion—a Judgment—and a
Future State. On zhefe truths my {oul
would reft as the pillar on its bafe.

“ To remind me, for inftance, of the ufe.
ful knowledge communicated refpeéting a
Providence, I confider what my fituation
would be, deftitute of the information.

¢ Without a belief in and a reliance on the
‘ all-fuﬂaining and all-condu&ing providence
¢ of our Great Creator, our ftate is deplorable,
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Let us fuppofe that in a2 morning when we
awake we fhould find ourfelves failing
along, with all our neareft relations and
deareft friends, in a wide, unconftant, and
{feemingly boundlefs ocean. The ftorms
and tempeitsare gatheringaround us, hover-
ing over and very foon to break upon us.
We are utterly incapable ourfelves to fteer
our veflel to any fafe harbour, and without
any hope of afliftance either from men or
invifible powers. We could expeét no
relief, but muft be in perpetual dread of
being toffed up and down at the pleafure of
winds and waves, till we fhould be ftarved
to death, or until our veflel {plit on {fome
unfeen rock, and we fink to the bottom.
Would not our cafe be extremely lament-
able? Yet this is but a faint 1mage of our
ftate here in this world, without an aflured
truft in the wifdom and goodnefs of an in--
vifible and an Almighty Friend, who will
lead us fafely through this dangerous life,.
and land us at laft on fome peaceful fhore *.”

* Leechman,
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From this admirable illuftration 1 eafily
imagine the utility ot the knowledge grant-
ed refpeéting the other important {ubjeéts.
May my faith in thefe truths be fteady:.
May my hope of the bleflings they hold
forth be vigorous. May their influence
on my temper and life be operative. And
may the joy flowing from them be pure
and exalted.

¢ The fubjetts of religious enquiry are not
unlike the furface of this earth, parts of
whichare habitable and parts uninhabitable.
With the former we are acquainted, and
they afford inftrution and entertainment.
We know their figure, extent, population,
manners, cuftoms, and government. Re-
fufing to content ourfelves with this know-
ledge; fhould we penetrate into the unin-

‘habitable regions, we meet with f{andy

deferts, howling watlltes, and inhofpitable
climes. Such the man, who not fatisfying

himfelf with the belief of a God—a Mef-

{fiah—a Providence—a Refurreftion—and
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MEDITATION. 115

a Future State of retribution, intemperately
pufhes his inquiries into fubjeéts beyond
human refearch. Forfaking thefe cardinal
truths, on which the blifs of man turns as
on golden hinges, and attempting to defcry
what is unrevealed—we become involved
in {cepticifm, or harafled by the uncer-
tainties of conjeéture. .

« This interefting knowledge, however,
demands induftry and application. An
enlightened underftanding is nothing more
than a mind ftored with juft ideas—gather-
ed as the bee gathers his honey ranging
from flower to flower. A large variety
of thele ideas conftitute proper views of a
fubje@. Thefe proper views are withheld
from the prejudiced and the 1ndolent.

'Prejudice eclipfes the underftanding. In-

dolence benumbs the faculties. And when
both hold their empire over an individual,

that individual is a prey to error, folly,

and enthufiafm. How difficult to think
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aright on important fubje&s ! The acqui-
fitton of our ideas calls for diligence—
the arrangement of them for care—and
the decifion upon them judgment. With-
out thefe exertions can I be in pofleflion
of TRUTH? Can I expeét to be guided
and governed by her facred influence ?

¢ Imprefled with the circumf{cribed extent
of prefent knowledge, I would cherith
a meek and humble fpirit. Humility is
the ornament of angels. Pride 1s the vice
of devils, Itis of high utility to entertain
a juft opinion of ourfelves. And what
tends more to generate and nourith this
divine temper, than a reiterated view of
our {lender attainments? ¢ The thadow of

¢ knowledge (fays one) paffeth over the mind
¢ of man as a dream ; he feeth as in the dark;;
¢ he reafoneth, and 1s deceived.,” To be

[

13

(13

fenfible that we know nothing yet as we
ought to know, is the root whence hu-
mility will {pring.
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« Candid alfo would I be towards thole
diffenting from me. Difference of opi-
nion is frequently the neceflary con-
comitant of partial knowledge.  But 1t
furnifhes the good man with an oppor-
tunity for difplaying the meeknefs of his
temper. That we thould be harfh in our
judgments of others is aftonifthing. Have
they not an equal claim with us to judge
even of themfelves what is right? Has not
every man within his bofom a flronger
motive to induce him to think rightly, than
I can fuggeft to him? Are we not all
amenable to the fame folemn and im-
partial tribunal? Amidft fuch manifold
difficulties, why prone to cenfure? The
more {canty our knowledge, and the more
arduous its attainment—the greater 1s the
probability of erring. But the greater the
probability of erring, the ampler neceflity
for tendernefs towards thofe whom' we
think miftaken *.

* See the Bifhop of Landaff’s excellent Preface to

Theological Traés, and the 3d of Stennett’s judicious
Difcourfes on Perfonal Religion, vol. I.
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“ The fpirit of Catholicifm is the fpirit of

¢ Chriﬂianity. ¢ When we obferve others

€

3

¢

differing from us in opinion about leffer
points, or even as it appears to us erring
from the truth in more Important matters,
it ought immediate]y to occur to us that we
are all i a ftate of much darknefs, and
equally lizble to miftakes and errors. This
one thought, revolved in the mind with due
attention, can fcarce fail to foften our
hearts, and move us rather with pity than
paflion and bitternefs. Real love and
affeétionate fympathy, and jult views of
human nature, lead us to refle& on all that
vaft variety of circumftances which may
prevail on honeft and worthy minds to
embrace opinions widely different from
thofe we have elpoufed. It will confe-
quently infpire us with an abhorrence of
the unchriflian pratice of reprefenting
their miftakes and defigns as worfe than
they really are, and of Judging harthly
about their flate in another world, and defir-
ing or endeavouring to expofe them to ill
ufage in this. In one word, we fhould
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make the largeft allowances for the infir-
mities of mankind—judge charitably of the
honefty and fincerity of their hearts and

intentions—and be more forward to pro-

claim their virtues than their miftakes and

TR
failings®.

¢ Environed with difficulties, I dart my
eye forward to yon blifsful region———where
knowledge is pure in 1ts nature, univetfal
in its extent, and uninterrupted in its dura-
tion. The pilgrim anticipates the termina-
tion of bis pilgrimage. The marinér
imagines himfelf riding into the defired
haven. The pupil feats himfelf in ima-
gination on the fummit of the hill of
{cience, rapturouly furVeying and re-{ur-
veying the goodly profpett. W hat forbids
my indulging a fimilar anticipation of
ETERNAL DAY ? Then will my faculties
be ennobled—my pcrceptions fteady—and
my judgments juit. Here, objetts are either

#* Leechman.
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too large to be admitted by the mental eye,
or not encircled with a light fufficiently
bulliant to render them vifible. Beyond
the tomb my powers are fublimated, and
objeéls fo exhibited, that I fhall obtain a
more diftinét and confequently a more
complete conception of them. Were I to
vifit yonder eminence at the break of day,
how confufed would furrounding objetts

appear! But let me wait patiently till the

{un has arifen, and poured a flood of light
o’er the landfcape—Ilo! the hill and the
vale—the river and the lake—the pafture
and the heath are feen with their refpec-
tive beauties. So alfo will the difficulties
of {peculation and of prattice continue to
adhere, and adhere only to this preliminary
ftate. Exhilirating thought! they ceafe to-
gether. The beft and the wifeft of men deem
this life the infancy of our exiftence. It may
be likened to a fhell, fpeedily to be burft
afunder — to a {croll partially unrolled,
the beauty and propriety of whofe contents
therefore are not yet afcertainable—to a
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winter, when the wind blows keenly, the
ftorm rages furioufly, and the inclemen-
ciesof feafon are feverely felt—DBut, hark!
a voice more melodious than that of angels
fteals on my enraptured ear;—what joyous
intelligence!

¢ YE GOOD DISTREST!

~

-~

-

-

-~

EN

Y: wosLE FEw ! who now unbending ftand
Beneath life’s preflure—ye€t BEAR UP A WHILE;
And what your bounded view, which only faw
A little part, deem’d evil—Is NO MORE.

The ftorms of wINTRY time will quickly pafs,
And one UNBOUNDED SPRING encircle all I’
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