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vl PREFACE,

Let the parent or tutor carry the youth back
into other countries and times, teach him to op-
pose the opinions and examples of those who are
truly called the great, to.the false principles and
evil examples which, in the present age, are cal=
culated to mislead and peryert the human mind.
It will be often found, that a lecture from a Sci-
pio or a Cyl‘LIS, concealed or disguised under the
name of a story, will make a deeper impression
upd.q::young persons, than formal lessons enforced
with the most studied gravity. These, being
thrown in their way, as it were by chance, and
for their gratification, meet a grateful reception,
where the least appearance of designed instruction
would frustrate the intention. ;

Opposed to modern vices and prejudices, let
the youth hear of Dictators and Consuls taken
from the plough, whose hands, grown hard by
labour in the field, supported the tottering State,
and saved the Commonwealth. So far from be~
ing desirous of amassing riches, let them be told,
those men refused the gold which was offered
them, and at their deaths did not leave enough
to carry them to their graves.

Let them hear that the venerable patriot Fabri-
cius, who was honoured with many triumphs for
the services he bad done his country, retired to
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his chimney-corner, and nurtured the decay of
life with the vegetables which his own hands had
planted and gathered: and that Augustus, whe
raised the Roman State to a higher pitch of glory
than ever it was at before, who found Rome a
city of brick, and left it a city of marble, was
remarkably simple in his manner of living; that
his palaces were plain, his furniture homely ;
that he slept in the same apartment during'a
reign of forty years, and seldom wore any clothes
but what were spun for him by the Empress Li-
via, or his sister Octavia.

Seneca says, ¢ it is a great pleasure to me to
compare the manners of Scipio with ours. That
great man, the terror of Carthage, and honour of
Rome, turned husbandman, and contented himself
In a poor cottage. But who now could satisfy him-
self to live as he did?” And again, “Ts it not glo-
rious to behold a man whe has passed through
_the command of armies, the government of pro-
vinces, the honours of a triureph, and the most
dignified offices of magistracy in Rome; to see, [
say, this man (Cato) mounted on a horse with his
baggage fastened behind him, and witheut atten-
dants!”

What youth can forbear reflection, when we
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relate to him the admirable remark of Scipio to
Massinissa, “ that chastity was the virtue he most
valued himself upon; that youth have less to fear
from an army of enemies, than from the alluring
pleasures which on all sides surround them; and
that whoever was able to govern his passions, and
subject them to reason, had gained a more glori-
ous victory than he himself had justthen obtain-
ed over Syphaxi” This was aleeture founded on
an example which he had some years before ex-
hibited in his own person, when (as the reader
will find recorded in the following pages) he re-
stored a captive princess unsullied to her betroth-
ed lover; an example the more extraordinary in
4 conquerer, young and unmarried. By this ge-
nerosity Scipio secured the aftections of all the
people of Spain, who viewed hiin as a deity from
heaven in human shape, conqueriug all opposition
more by his virtues than by his arms: and, to re-
cord their veneration, they caused the action to
be engraven on a silver shield, which they pre-
sented to Scipio.

Such are the examples by which young people
are best taught their duty, from which they easiest
acquire a relish for virtue, and learn most truly
to estimate real merit under every form. Hence
shey are led to pass a right judgment on men and
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things; not from outward appearances, but from
what they really are; to overcome popular preju-
dices, imbibed. perhaps from the nurse; to prefer
doing private acts of bounty and liberality, which
the heart only witnesses, to such as more ostenta-
tiously strike the eyes, and force, as it were, public
admiration and applause.

As the conversation of men of sound morals,
and amiable demeanour, contributes most of any
thing to inspire sentiments of virtue, and to re-
«train from vice; so the reading of examples, such
as form the present Collection, from authors of
andoubted veracity, forms the same kind of rela~
tion between us and the greatest men of antiquity.
We thus converse, travel, and live with them;
hear their discourse, and become witnesses of their
actions; enter insensibly imto their principles and
opinions; and finally derive from them a portion
of that greatness of soul, that disinterestedness,
that hatred of injustice, and thatlove for the pub-
lic good‘, which so brightens and adorns every
page of their histories.

There is, after all, one caution to be observed,
viz. that we do not go too largely into moral re-
flections. Precepts short, lively, and pointéd»,
soonest enter, and remain longest impressed on

a2
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the understanding. As a small seed, castinto =
weH-prepared soil, unfolds by degrees, and at last
shoots into a hundred fold increase; so, if these
moral precepts do not sometimes exceed a word,
a short reflection, a maxim, or a proverb, it will
produce its effect in due time, though for the mo-
ment, it seem lost and gone.

The greater part of this Work was selected by
the late Dy, Dodd, to illustrate and exemplify his
Sermons to Young Men; a work high']y necessary
for every youth to .peruse, and which none can
peruse with indifference. The Sermons are in-
tended for those who have arrived at maturity in
Judgment; the following Work chiefly for youth
of more tender years; as a cheap, and, the Editor
hopes;, a useful present, from which they may de-
rive equal entertainment and improvement.

The additional Examples are Very numerous,
and will perhaps be found to furnish an agreeable
variety to the mental repast. ‘

To the present Edition, the “ Anecdotes of
Distinguished persons,” published (though anony-
mously) by the late Wrrriam SEWARD, Esq. has
furnished some very valuable historical addenda,
relating to more modern times; and from many
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other sources of undisputed purity and veracity,
the Editor has drawn materials for rendering still
more deserving of universal approbation and ge-
neral reception, a Collection of HisTORICAL
BeavuTizs, which had in its original state ac-
quired the fayour of the critic*, the applause of
the parent and tutor, and the patronage of the
public at large; ascertained in the most decisive
manner by an unexampled sale.

This Sixth Edition is further improved(we hope)
by the enlarged size of the type on which it 19
printed, and the addition of an entire article on the
subject of Pripe; while the ornaments of the
Engraver, at the beginning of each subject, which
are entirely new, will not make the Book less wel-
come, we trust, to the young reader.

It was originally the intention of the Editor to
increase more considerably the number of heads
or subjects: but, on deliberation, this was found
unnecessary; as under every specific virtue was
exposed examples of the contrary vice; and under
every vice, its opposite virtue was displayed. For
instance, under the article [NTEMPERANCE, while
we expose the hateful aspect of that sordid excess,
we administer the amiable antidote in examples of

* See the Reviews,
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PrupENCE and TemreraANCE; and so of the
rest.

On a careful perusal, the Editor has, in many
places, reformed the diction where he perceived
it wanted force, or would admit of polish; and it
will be perceived, that he has transposed many
examples from the places they held in the former
edition, to other subjects to which they appeared
more apposite and applicable. :

On the whole, the Book is now submitted with
great deference to the Public: and the Editor
cannot forbear to hope that his labours will tend
to the advancement of the great interests of Mo-
rality and Religion, while they assume the pleas-
ing garb of Amusement and Delight,

STEPHEN JONES.
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plate, in the example of the prodigal before them,
the nature and the effects of those vices which
- brought him to extreme distress, and which will
ever bring to distress all those who indulge them,
And as there can be no question that the indul-
gence of these vices tends to misery, sorrow, and
ruin, more or less conformable to that of the young
man’s in the parable, so can there, on the other
hand, be no doubt but the avoiding of these
vices, and the cultivation of the contrary virtues,
will, by the grace of God, produce present peace
and future happiness.

EXAMPLES.

A dissipated young fellow seeing an aged her-
mit go by him barefoot,  Father,” said he, “ you
are in a very miserable condition, if there is not
another world.” “ True, son,” replied the hermit;
“ but what is thy condition if there is?”

Cresippus, the son of Chabrias, a noble Athe-
nian, was so profusely expensive, that, after he had
lavishly consumed all his goods and other estates,
he put to sale even the very stones of his father’s
tomb, in the building whereof the Athenians had
expended a thousand drachmas.

George Neville, brother to the great Earl of
Warwick, at his instalment into the archbishop-
rick of York, made a prodigious feast to all the no-
bility, most of the principal clergy, and many of the
great commoners; the catalogue of which alone,
as given by different writers, is sufficient to excite
satiety and disgust. To prepare and attend this
feast, there were-one thousand servitors, sixty-two
cooks, and five hundred and fifteen menial appa-
ritors in the kitchen. But, seven years after, for-
tune shifted the scene; for the king, seizing on all
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his estate, sent him prisoner to Calais, where he
was kept bound in the most extreme poverty ;
Justice thus punishing his former prodigality.
- When Cyrus had received an account that the
. Lydians had revolted from him, he told Craesus,
with a great deal of emotion, that he had almost
determined to make them all slaves. Creesus in-
treated him to pardon them: “ But,” added he,
“ that they may no more rebel, or be troublesome
to you, command them to ldy aside their arms,
and wear long vests and buskins; (that is, to vie

te]
with each other in the lu\urlous elecance and

richness of their dress;) order them tODbll]O, and
play upon the harp; let them drink and debauch
with impunity ; and you will soon see their spirits
broken, and themselves changed from men to
women, so that they will no more rebel, or give
you any uneasiness.” The event effectually an-
swered the intention.

How wretched is the condition of Asotus! A
iittle garret, with bare walls, is his sole apartment ;
and of this, a flock bed, covered with rags, takes
ap two thirds. Cold, nakedness, and shame, com-
pel him to lie on that bed till the day is far spent.
At night, a lamp, suited to the place, agrue sepul-
chral | lamp, rather adds horror than diffuses light.
By the feeble glimmering of this languid flame,
he eats a dry crust of brown bread, his whole re-
past! Yet, poor as it is, he is not sure that he shall
be able to renew even this to-moriow; for he can-
not dig, and to beg he is ashamed! What now is
become of his countlesstreasures, his immense re-
venues, which appeared sufficient to maintain a
province ! As well may it be asked what becomes
ot water poured into a sieve, or of wax thrown
into a furnace. = Luxurious entertainments, gam-
ing, women, usurers, and his steward, were the
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~ bottomless ‘gulphs which swallowed up his opu-

lence. But, is there not one among all his friends
who knows him in his adversity, and stretches out
the hand of bounty for his relief? Is there not
one among all his friends? Alas! had he ever a
friend? If he had, he would have him still ; for,
whatever may have been said, “ Adversity never
banished a friend:” it only disperses those who
unjustly arrogate the name ; and if adversity be
productive of any good, (which cannot bé denied,)
this is one of its principal advantages; for the loss
of a false friend is a real gain. If Asotus has any
cause of complaint, it is only of the want of wis-
dom, and of never having had a friend that was
sincere.

The above fancy-portrait is by no means desti-
tute of originals in real life. We have a remark-
able instance in George Villiers, created by James
L. Earl, Marquis, and afterwards Duke of Buck-
ingham, and invested with many high and lucra-
tive offices. He is deseribed to have been a gay,
capricious nobleman, of some wit, and great viva-
eity; the minister of riot, and counsellor of infa-
mous practices ; the slave of lntemperance, a pre-
tended atheist, without honour or principle, eco-
nomy or discretion ; and who, after various mal-
proceedings and vicissitudes of fortune, after a
Justly-merited disgrace from the very court which
fostered him, and an Imprisonment in the Tower
for some time ; at last, in the reign of Charles I1.
deserted by all his friends, and despised by all the
world, died in the greatest want and obscurity.
Mpr. Pope has so beautifully painted these circum-
stances in his epistle “ On the Use of Riches,”
that we presume they will not be thought ill ap-
plied in furtherance of our general plan.
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¢ Jn the worst inn’s worst room,withmat half hung,

The floors of plaster, and the walls of dung;
On once a _flock-bed, but repair’d with straw,

- With tape-tied curtains, never meant to draw,
The George and Garter dangling from that bed,
Where tawdry yellow strove with dirty red,
Great Villiers lies: alas! how chang’d from lim,
That life of pleasure, and that soul of whim!
Gallant and gay, in Cliffder’s proud alcove,
The bower of wanton Shresbury and love;

Or, just as gay at council, in a ring

Of mimic statesmen, and their merry king.

No wit to flatter left of all his store!

No fool to laugh at, which he valued more!
There, victor of his health, of fortune, friends,
And fame, this lord of useless thousands ends.”

Henry the Fifth, king of England, while prince
of Wales, by his loose and dissolute conduct, daily
gave his father great cause of pain and anxiety.
His court was the common receptacle of libertines,
debauchees, buffoons, parasites, and all that spe-
cies of vermin which are at once the disgrace and
ruin of young princes. The wild and riotous ex-
ploits of the prince and his companions were the
general topics of conversation, and furnished mat-
ter of equal astonishment and detestation. This
sad degeneracy in the heir of his crown was not
more disagreeable to the king himself, who loved
him with the most tender affection, than it was
alarming to the nation in general, who trembled
at the prospect of being one day governed by a
prince of his flagitious character.  But their fears,
to the universal admiration-of all, were happily
removed ; for no sooner had the young king as-
sumed the reins of government, than he showed
himself to be extremely worthy of the high station
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to which he was advanced. He called together
the dissolute companions of-his youth, acquainted
them with his intended reformation, advised them
to imitate his good example; and, after having
forbidden them to appear in his presence again if
they continued in their former courses, he dismis-
sed them with liberal presents. He next chose a
new council, composed of the wisest and the best
men in the kingdom: he reformed the courts of
law, by discarding ignorant and corrupt judges,
and supplying their places with persons of cou-
rage, knowledge, and integrity. Even the chief
Justice, Gascoign, who had committed young
Henry to prison for a former misdemeanor, and
who, on that account, trembled to approach the
royal presence, was received with the utmost cor-
diality and friendship; and, instead of being re-
proved for his past conduct, was waimly exhorted
to persevere in the same strict and impartial exe-
cution of the laws. In a word, he seemed deter-
mined to become a new man, to bury all his juve-
nile excesses in utter oblivion, and to prove him-
self the commen father and benefactor of all his
subjects. Even before his royal predecessor’s
death, he appears to have been sensible of the fol-
ly and lmpropriety of his conduct, and resolutely
bent to reform; for his father, being naturally of
a jealous and suspicious disposition, listened at
times to the suggestions of some of his courtiers,
who meanly insinuated, that his son had some evil
design upon his crown and authority. These in-
sinuations filled him with the most anxious fears
and apprehensions; and he might perhaps have
had recourse to very disagreeable expedients, to
prevent the imaginary danger, had not his suspi-
cions been timely removed by the prudent and ex-
emplary conduct of the young prince; for, ne
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sooner was he informed of his father’s jealousy,
than he repaired to court, and throwing himself
with all humility and much emotion on his knees,
accosted the king in these memorable words: « 1
understand, my liege, that you suspect me of en-
tertaining designs against your crown and person.
I own I have been guilty of many excesses, which
has justly exposed me to your displeasure; but I
take Heaven to witness, that I never harboured a
single thought inconsistent with that duty and ve-
neration which I owe to your majesty. Those,
who charge me with such criminal intentions, only
want to disturb the tranquillity of your reign, and
basely to alienate your affections from your son
and successor. [ have therefore taken the liberty
to come into your presence, and humbly beg you
will cause my conduct to be examined with as
much rigour and strictness as that of the meanest
of your subjects ; and, if I be found guilty, [ will
cheerfully submit to any punishment you shall think
fit to inflict.” The king was so satisfied with this
prudent and ingenuous address, that he embraced
him with great tenderness, acknowledging that his
suspicions were entirely removed, and that for the
future he would never entertain a thought to the
prejudice of his loyalty and honour.

Polemo, an Athenian youth, was of so wretched
and depraved a cast, that he not only delighted in
vice, but gloried in the infamy of it. Returning
from a debauch one morning after sun-rise, and

seeing the gate of Xenocrates the philosopher
open, filled with wine as he was, besmeared with
ointments, a garland on his head, and clad in a
loose and transparent robe, he entered the school,
which at that early hour was thronged with a num-
ber of grave and learned men ; and, not content

with so indecent an entrance, he sat down among
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them, on purpose to affront. their eloquence and
sobriety, and oppose their prudent precept by his
drunken follies, His coming had occasioned all
who were present to be angry : only Xenocrates
himself was unmoved; and retaining the same
gravity of countenance, and dismissing his present
theme of discourse, he began a disquisition on
modesty and temperance, which he represented in
such lively colours before the young libertine, that
Polemo, being much affected, first laid aside the
crown from his head, then drew his arm within
his cloak, changed the festival merriment that ap-
peared in his face to seriousness and anxiety, and
at last, through the whole course of his life, cast
off all his luxury and intemperance. Thus, by a
single, judicious, and well-adapted oration, the
young man received so complete a cure, that, from
being one of the most licentions of his time, he

ecame one of the greatest philosophers and best
men in Athens, ‘
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SENTIMENTS.

“ He that curseth his father, or his mother, shall
surely be put to death!” In agreement wherewith,
_ the wise man remarks, *“ the eye that mocketh at
his father, and despiseth lo obey his mother, the
ravens of the valley shall pluck it out, and the
young eagles shall eat it ”.

"T'HE ancient Romans, as well as some other peo-
ple, gave parents the absolute right of life and
death over their children: and the Chinese, at pre-
sent, are remarkable for the reverence they exact
from children to their parents. Their punishment
of parricide, if such a thing ever happens, is the
most exemplary and severe: the criminal in this
case is cut into ten thousand pieces, which are. .:

- B 2 :
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afterwards burned ; his houses and lands are de- -
stroyed, and even the houses that stand -near
them, “ to remain as monuments of so detested a
crime; or, rather, that all remembrance of so abo-
minable a villany may be effaced from the earth s

Let their commands be ever sacred in your ears,
and implicitly obeyed, where they do not contra-
dict the commands of God: pretend not to be wiser
than they who have had so much more experience
than yourselves; and despise them not, if haply
You should be so blest as to have gained a degree
of knowledge or of fortune superior to them. Let
Your carriage towards them be always respectful,
reverent, and submissive; let your words be always
affectionate and humble; and especially beware
of pert and ill-seeming replies; of angry, discon-
tented, and peevish looks. Never imagine, if
they thwart your wills, or oppose your inclina-
tions, that this ariseth from any thing but love to
you: solicitous as they have ever been for your
welfare, always consider the same tender solici-
iude as exerting itself, even in cases most oppo-
site to your desires; and let the remembrance of
what they have done and suffered for you ever
preserve you from acts of disobedience, and from
paining those good hearts which have already felt
so much for you, their children,

Doubtless you have all too much ingenuousness
of temper, to think of repaying the féars and
bleeding anxieties they have experienced for your
welfare by deeds of unkindness, which will pierce
them to the soul; which will perhaps break the
string of a heart, of which you, and you only, have
long had the sole possession! No, my young
friends; so far from this, you will think it the
greatest happiness of your lives to follow our bles.
sed Saviour’s example, and to show the most ten-
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der concern for your parents; particularly if; like
his, yours should happen to be a widowed parent;
a mother deprived of her chief happiness and stay,
by the loss of a husband; for which nothing can
compensate, but the dutiful and affectionate beha-
viour of her children; who are bound, in that case,
to manifest double kindness, and to alleviate, by
all the tenderness and affection imaginable, the
many difficulties and sorrows of widowhood.

EXAMPLES.

A beautiful illustration of this virtue will be
found in the scriptural story of Naomi and Ruth,
in the first chapter of Ruth, which is particularly
recommended to the young reader’s-attention.

« And Naomi said unto her two daughters-in-
law, Go, return each to her mother’s house: the
Lord deal kindly with you, as ye have dealt with
the dead, and with me. The Lord grant you that
ye may-find rest, each of yeu in the house of her
husband. Then she kissed them ; and they lifted
up their voice and wept. -And Orpah kissed her
mother-in-law ; but Ruth clave unto her. And
she said, Behold, thy sister-in-law 1s gone back
unto her people, and unto her gods: return thou
after thy sister-in-law. And Ruth said, Intreat
me not to leave thee, or to return from following
after thee; for whitherthou goest, I will go; and
where thou lodgest, 1 will lodge: thy people shall
be my people, and thy God my God. Where
thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried :
the Lord do so to me, and more also, if aught but
death part thee and me. When she saw that she
was stedfastly minded to go with her, then she left
speaking unto her, &c.” :

Cyrus, king of Persia, having conquered Cree-
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sus, king of Lydia, in battle, the latter fled into.
Saxdis: but Cyrus following, took the city by
storm ; and a soldier running after Croesus with
sword, young Creesus, bis san, who had been born
dumb, and had so continued to that hour, from
the mere impulse of mnatural affection, seeing his
father in such imminent danger, suddenly cried
out, “ O man, kill not Creesus?’ and continued to
enjoy the faculty of speech the rest of his life.

Miltiades, a famous Atheniag commander, died
n prison, where he had been cast for debt. His
son Cimon, to redeem his father’s body for burial,
voluntarily submitted himself a prisoner-in his
room, where he was kept in chains till the debt
was paid.

Olympias, the mother of Alexander the Great,
was very morose and severe towards him ; yet,
when Antipater, Alexander’s deputy in Europe, '
wrote letters  of great complaint against her to.
Alexander, the latter sent the following answer 3
“ Knowest thou not, that one little tear of my
mother’s will blot out a thousand of thy letters of
~ complaint #”

. As some Christian captives at Algiers, who had
been ransomed, were going to be discharged, the
cruisers brought in a Swedish vessel, among the
crew of which was the father of one of those ran-
somed captives. Theson made himself known to
the old man: but their mutval unhappiness, at
meeting in such a place, may well be conceived,
The young inan, however, considering that the
'slavery his father was about 1o undergo would ine-
vitably put an end to his life, ‘requested that he
might be released, and himself detained in his
room ; which was im mediately granted : but when
the story was told to the governor, he was so af-
fected with it, that he caused the son likewise to,
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be discharged, as the reward of his filial and ex-
emplary tenderness. -
One of the favourites of King Henry the Fifth,
when Prince of Wales, having been indicted for
some misdemeanor, was condemned, notwithstand-
ing all the interest the prince could make in his
favour: the latter was so incensed at the issue of
his trial, as to strike the judge on the bench. This
magistrate, whose name was Sir William Gas-
coign, acted with a spirit becoming his churacter:
he instantly ordered the prince to be committed
to prison; and young Henry, by this time sensible
of the insult he had offered to the laws of his
_country, and to his royal father, whose person was
represented by the judge, suftered himself to be
quietly conducted to gaol by the officers of jus-
tice. The king (Henry the Fourth) who was an
excellent judge of mankind, was no sooner in-
formed of this transaction, than he cried outin a.
transport of joy, ¢ Happy is the king who has a
magistrate possessed of courage to execute the
laws! and still more happy, in having a son who
will submit to such chastisement!” }
Boleslaus the Fourth, king of Poland, had a
picture of his father, which he carried about his
neck, set in a plate of gold; and when he was
going to say or do any thing of importance, he
took this pleasing monitor in his hand, and, kiss-
ing it, used to say, “ My dear father, may I do.
nothing remissly, or unworthy of thy name!”
Among the incredible number of persons who
were proscribed, under the second triumvirate of
Rotne, were the celebrated orator Cicero, and his
brother Quintus. When the news of the pro-
scription was brought to them; they endeayoured
to make their escape to Brutus, in Macedon. They
travelled together for some time, mutually condol-
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ing their bad fortune: but, as their departure had
been very precipitate, and they were not furnish-
ed with tmoney, and other necessaries for the voy-
age, it was agreed that Cicero should make what
haste he could to the sea-side to secure their pas-
sage, and that Quintus should return home to
make more ample provision: But, as in most
houses there are as many informers as domestics,
his retarn was immediatély made known, and the
house in consequence filled with soldiers and as.
sassins. Quintus concealed himself so eﬁ"ectua]ly,
that the soldiers could ot find him.  Enraged at
their disappointment, they put his son to the tor-
ture, in order to make him discover the place of
his father’s concealment: but filial affection was
proof in this young Roman against the most ex-
quisite torments. An involuntary sigh, and some-
times a deep groan, was all that could be extorted
from the generous youth, His agonies were in-
creased ; but, with amazing fortitude, he stjll per-
sisted in his resolution not to betray his father,
Quintus was not far off; and it may better be jma.
gined than it can be expressed, how the heart of
a father must have been affected with the sighs
and groans of a son expiring in torture to save his
life. He could bear it no longer; but, quitting
the place of his concealment, he presented himself
to the assassins, beseeching them, with a flood of
tears, to put him to death, and dismiss the inno.
cent chilcE whose generous behaviour the trium-
virs themselves, if informed of the fact, would
Judge worthy of the highest approbation and re-
ward. The inhuman monsters, however, unmoved
by the tears of the father or the son, answered
that they both must die; the father because he
was proscribed, and the son because he had con-
cealed his father., Upon this a new contest of
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tenderness arose, who should die first; which,
however, the assassins soon decided, by behead-
ing them both at the same time. : -

The Emperor of China on certain days of the
year pays a visit to his mother, who is seated on a
throne to receive him; and four times on his feet,
and as often on his knees, he makes her a pro-
‘found obeisance, bowing his head even to the
ground. The same custom is also observed
through the greatest part of the empire ; and if it
appears that any one is negligent or deficient in
his duty to his parents, he is liable to a complaint
before the magistrates, who punish such offenders
with much severity. This, however, is seldom
the case ; no people, in general, expressing more
filial respect and duty than they.

Sir Thomas More seems to have emulated this
beautiful example ; for, being lord chancellor of
England at the same time that his father was a

judge of the King’s-Bench, he would always, on
his entering Westminster Hall, go first to the
King’s Bench, and ask his father’s blessing, before
he went to sit in the Court of Chancery, as if to
secure success in the great decisions of his high
and important office.

During an eruption of Mount Etna, many years
since, the danger it occasioned to the inhabitants
of the adjacent country became very imwminent,
and the flames flying about, they were obliged to
retire to a greater distance. Amidst the hurry and
confusion of such a scene, (every one flying and
carrying away whatever they deemed most pre--
cious), two sons, the one named Anapias, the other
Amphinomous, in the height of their solicitude
for the preservation of their wealth and goods, re-
collected their father and mother, who, being both
very old, were unable to save themselves by flight.
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Filial tenderness set aside every other considera-~
tion; and “ Where,” cried the generous youths,
“ shall we find a more precious treasure than
those wlio begat and gave us being ?” - This said,
the one took up his father on his shoulders, the
other his mother. and so made their way through
the surrounding smoke and flames. The fact
struck all beholders with the highest admiration;
and they and their posterity ever after called
the path they took in their retreat, “‘T'he Field
of the Pious,” in memory of this pleasing inci-
dent, ‘
A woman of distinction in-Rome had been con-
demned to a capital punishment.  The practor ac-
cordingly delivered her up to the triumvir, who
caused her to be carried to prison, in order to be
put to death. The gaoler, who had orders to exe-
cute her, was moved with compassion, and could
not resolve to kill her: he determined, therefore,
to let her die of hunger: besides which, he suffered
her daughter to see her in prison; taking care,
however, to have her diligently examined, lest she
might bring her sustenance. As this continued
many days, he was surprised that the prisoner
lived so long without eating ; and suspecting the
daughter, he watched her, and discovered that
(like the famous Xantippe, daughter of Cymon)
she nourished her parent with the milk of her own
breasts. Amazed at so pious, and at the same
time so ingenious a device, he ventured to tell the -
fact to the trivmvir, and the triumvir mentioned
it to the prator, who thought the circumstance
worthy of being related in the assembly of the
people. The criminal was pardoned; a decree
passed, that the mother and daughter should be
subsisted for the residue of their lives at the ex-
pence of the pablic; and, to crown the whole, that
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a temple, “ Sacred to Piety,” should be erected
near the prison. ’ ,

Epaminondas, the Theban general, being asked
what was the most pleasing event that had hap-
pened to him in his whole life, cheerfully an-
swered, ¢ It was, that he had obtained his glo-
rious victory over the Leuctrians, at a time when
his father and mother were both living to enjoy
the news.”

While Octavius was at Samos, after the famous
battle of Actium, which made him master of the
universe, he held a council, in order to examine
the prisoners who had been engaged in Anthony’s
party. Among the rest was bronght before him
Metellus, oppressed with years and infirmities,
disfigured by a long beard and dishevelled hair,
but especially by his clothes, which, through his
ill fortune, were become very ragged. The son of
this Metellus sat as one of the judges; and, at
first, could not easily discriminate his father,
through his deplorable appearance: at length,
however, after viewing him narrowly, having re-
collected his features, mstead of being-ashamed to
own him, he ran to embrace the old man, and cried
- bitterly. Then, retarning toward the tribunal,

¢ Caesar,” said he, “my father has been your
enemy, I your officer ; he deserves to be punished,
and I to berewarded. The favour I desire of you
is, either to save him, on my account, or to order
me to be put to death with him.” All the judges
were touched with commiseration at this affecting
scene; and Octavius himself, relenting, granted
“to old Metellus his life and libeity.

Darius invaded Scythia with all the forces of
his empire: the Scythians retreated, by little and
little, till they came at length to the uttermost
deserts of Asia. Here Darius sent his ambassadoxr
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to them, to demand where it was that they pro-
posed to conclude thejr retreat, and when they in-
tended to begin fighting. They returned him for
answer, with the spirit so peculiar to that nation,
“That they had no cities, nor cultivated fields, for
the defence of which they should give him battle -
but, when he was come to the place of thejr
father’s sepulchral monuments, he should then
understand in what manner the Scythians used to
fight”  So great a reverence bad even that bar-
barous nation for the ashes of their ancestors !

- The Emperor Decimus, mtending and desiring
to place the crown on the head of Decius, his son,
the young prince refused it jn the most strenuous
manner, saying, I am afraid lest, being made an
emperor, I should forget that [ am a son. I had
rather be no emperor and a dutiful son, than an
emperor and such a son as hath forsaken his due
obedience. Let then my father bess the rule ; and
let this only be my empire—to obey with all hu-
mility, and to fulfi] whatsoever he shall command
me.” Thus the solemnity was waved, and the
young man wasnot crowned; anless it be thought
that this signal piety towards an indulgent parent
Was‘a more glorious diadem to the son than that
which consisted merely of gold and jewels.

Lamprocles, the eldest son of Socrates, fell into
a violent passion with his mother. Socrates was a
witness to this shameful behaviour, and attempted
the correction of it in the following gentle and
rational manner, “ Come hither, son,” said he,
““ Have you never heard of men who are called
ungrateful #” ¢ Yeg, frequently,” answered the
youth. “And what is ingratitude?” demanded So-
crates. “ Itis to receive a kindness,” said Lam-
procles, “ without making a proper return, when
there is a favourable oppartunity.” ¢ Ingratitude
Is a species of injustice, therefore,” said Socrates,
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« 1 should think so,” answered Lamprocles. “1f
then,” pursued Socrates, “ ingratitude be injus-
tice, does it not follow, that the degree of it must
be proportionate to the magnitude of the favours
which have been received:” Lamprocles admit-
scd the inference; and Socrates thus pursued the
interrogations. ¢ Can there subsist higher obli-
gations than those which children owe to their pa-
rents; from whom life is derived, supported, and
by whose good offices it is rendered honourable,
useful, and happy?” ¢ 1 acknowledge the truth
of what you say,” replied Lamprocles; “ but who
could suffer, without resentment, the ill humours
of such a mother as [ have?” ¢ What strange
thing has she done to you ?” said Socrates. “ She
has a tongue,” replied Lamprocles, “ that no
mortal can bear.” < How much more,” said So-
crates, “ has she endured frem your wrangling,
fretfulness, and incessant cries in the period of
infancy ¢ What anxiety has she suffered from the
levities, capriciousness, and follies of your child-
hood and youth? What affliction has she felt,
what toil and watching has she sustained in your
illness{” ¢
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SENPIMENTS.

Behoid how comely a thing it is for brethren to dwell
_ ‘together in unity.

Waart inexpressible delight, when brothers and
sisters of one family live together in all the har-
mony of friendship and good esteem, mutually de-
lighted and charmed with each other’s presenceand
society! Peace dwells in their bosom, and trans-
port beats at their heart. They know how to al-
leviate each other’s troubles and difficulties ; they
know how to impart and double each other’s feli-
city and pleasure. * And if perchance their aged
parents live, who have formed them thus to love,
whose early care provided for them this high feast
of the most delicate sensations, what encreasing
raptures do they feel from blessing those parents
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with this fruit of their care! O, ye happy parents!
if I could envy any beings upon earth, it were
you, who see your youth rejiewed in good, and
worthy children flourishing around you; who see
‘those children amply crewning your da)s and
nlghts of past solicitude, not only with the most
reverential respect to ynm selves, but with what
you wish still more, if possible, with the firmest
and most respectful love to cach other; who see
those children, with all the kindness of that love
you sought to inspire, like olive Lranches, ver-
dant around you, blessed in you, blessed in cach
other, blessed in themselves the providence of
God smiling upon them; success and honour at-
tending their steps.

EXAMPLES.

Tue scriptural examples of Joseph and his bre-
thren we think it necessary to point out in Ge-
nesis, chap. 43, 44, 45, 46, and 47, and to re-
mark, that this history Is not exceeded in interest-
ing passages by any other, sacred or profane.

%A famine continuing sore in the land, Jacob
said unto his sons, Go again, and buy us food ; and
if it must be so, now take also your brother Ben-
jamin, and arise, and go unto the man. And the
brought presents unto Joseph, and bowed them-
selves to him to the earth. And he asked them of
their welfare; and said, Is your father well? Is he
alive? And he lifted up his eyes, and saw Benja-
min his brother: and his bowels did yearn towards
his brother; and he sought where to weep, and he
entéred his chamber, and wept there: and he
washed his face, and went out, and refrained him-
self. Then he commanded the steward of his
house, saying, Fill the men’s sacks with food, as
much as they can carry; and put my cup, the sil-
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ver cup, into the sack of Benjamin the youngest.
And the steward did according to the word that
Joseph had spoken. = As soon as the morning was
light, the men were sent away, they and their
asses. But Joseph commanded his steward to fol-
low them, and to search their sacks, and to bring
them back. And when Judah and his brethren
were returned into the city, Joseph said unto them,
What deed is this that ye have done? The man in
whose hands the cup is found shall be my servant;
and as for you, get you in peace unto your father.
But they said, Our father will surely die, if he
seeth that the lad is not with us: and we shall bring
down the grey hairs of thy servant, our father,
with sorrow to the grave. Then Joseph could not
refrain himself before all them that stood by him;
and he cried, Cause every man to go out from
me; and there stood no man with him, whilst
Joseph inade himself known unto his brethren.
And he wept aloud, and said unto his brethren, I
am Joseph: Doth my father yetlive? And his bre-
thren could not answer him, for they were troubled
at his presence. And Joseph said unto his bre-
thren, Come near to me, I pray you; and they
came near: and he said, I am Joseph your bro-
ther, whom ye sold into Egypt. Now, therefore,
be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye
sold me hither; for God did send me before you
to save your lives by a great deliverance. Haste
you, and go up to my father; and say unto him,
Thus saith thy son Joseph, God hath made me
lord over all Egypt: come down unto me, tarry
not. And thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen;
and thou shalt be near unto me, thou, and thy
children, and thy children’s children, and thy
flocks, and thy herds, and all that thou hast: and
there will 1 nourish thee, for yvet there are five
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ears of famine, lest thou, and thy household, and
all that thou hast, come to poverty. And behold
your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benja-
min, that it is my mouth which speaketh unto
you. And you shall tell my father of all my glory
in Egypt, and all that you have seen; and ye shall
haste, and bring down my father hither.”

¢ And he fell upon bis brother Benjamin’s neck,
and wept; and Benjamin wept upon his neck.
Moreover, he kissed all his brethren, and wept
upon them; and after that, his brethren talked
with him. And Joseph made ready his chariot, and
went up to meet Israel, his father, to Goshen; and, .
presenting himself unto him, he fell upon his neck
for some time. And Joseph placed his father,
and his brethren; and gave them a possession in
the land of Egypt, in the best of the land.”

Cato, when but a boy, being asked whom he
loved best, answered, ¢ My brother Caepas;” and
so often as the same question was asked, the same
reply was given. In proof of his affection, when
he grew to manhood, he never went to supper
(says Plutarch)nor cut of his house to the market-
place, nor into the fields, without him: and when
Capas died, Cato mourned exceedingly, and
erected a tomb of Thracian marble to his me-
mory, which cost him eight talents.

Scylurus, the Scythian, having fourscore sons,
desired nothing so much as to bring them up in
the love of each other: and, to show them how
invincible such a concord would render them, as
he lay on his death-bed, he called them around
him, and giving to each of them a bundle of jave-
lins, bade them try if they could break the bundles.
The young men having attempted, and declaring
it impracticable, Scylurus untied the bundles in
their presence, broke the javelins, one by one,
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with the greatest ease, and from thence took oe-
casion thus to address his children: “ Behold, my
sons, your strength, while linked together in the
bouds of amity: on the contrary, how weak, and
what an_easy prey you must be, when separated
in your interests by discord and sedition !”

As one of the water-bearers at the fountain of
the Fauxbourg St. Germain, in Paris, was at his
usual labours in August, 1766, he was taken away
by.a gentleman in a splendid coach, who proved
to be his own brother, and who, at the age of
three years, had been carried to India, where he
made a considerable fortune. On his return to
France he had made enquiry respecting his fa-
mily; and hearing that he had only one brother
alive, and that he was in this humble condition of
a water-bearer, he sought him out, embraced him
with great affection, and brought him to his
house, where he gave him bills for upwards of a
thousand erowns per annum, '

The learned and pious Bishop Hall tells wus, in
his ¢ Specialities,” that, instead of being sent to
the university when a boy, he was very near being
placed for education under a private tutor at Lei-
cester: but his elder brother having occasion to
go to Cambridge about this time, and waiting
upon a fellow of Emanuel College, the latter, on
hearing of the diversion of old Mr. Hali’s former
purposes from the university, importunately dis-
suaded him from that new course, professing to
pity the loss of such good hopes. The elder bro-
ther, moved with these words, on his return home
fell upon his knees to his father, and besought him
toalterso prejudicial a resolution,and not suffer the
young man’s hopes to be drowned in a shallow coun-
try channel, but revive his first intentions for Cam-
bridge; adding, in the zeal of his affection, that
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if the chargeableness of that course were the
hinderance, he should be rather pleased to self
part of that land which, in the order of nature,
he was to inherit, than to abridge his brother of
so happy a means to perfect his education. This
very uncommon and amiable instance of genero-
sity had its due effect; and the world sufficient]
knows-the success and blessing which attended it,
through the excellent labours of this eloquent and
devout prelate.

The father of that eminent lawyer, Mr. Serjeant
Glanvill, had a good estate, which he intended to
settle on his eldest son; but he proving a vicious
young man, and there being no hopes of his reco-
very, he devolved it upon the serjeant, who was
his second son. Upon the father’s death, the eld-
est, finding that what he had before considered as
the mere threatenings of au angry old man, were
now but too certain, became melancholy, which,
by degrees, wrought in him so greata change, that
what his father could not prevail in while he lived,
was now effected by the severity of his last will.,
His brother, observing this, invited him, together
with many of his friends, to a feast; where, after
other dishes had been served up, he ordered one,
which was covered, to be set before his brother,
and desired him to uncover it; upon bhis doing
which, the company, no less than himself, were
surprised to find it full of writings: and still more,
when the serjeant told him, ¢ that he was now
doing what he was sure his father would have
done, had he'lived to see the happy change which
they now all saw in his brother; and therefore he
freely restored to him the whole estate.”

In the year 1585, the Portuguese carracks sail-
ed from Lisbon to Goa, a very rich and flour sh-
ing colony of that nation, in thé East Indies, . On

c
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board of one of these vessels were no less than
1200 souls, mariners, passengers, priests, and friars.
The beginning of the voyage was prosperous; but
not many days after, through the perverseness of
the pilot, the ship struck on a rock, and instant
death began to stare them in the face. 1In this
distress the captain ordered the pinnace to be
launched ; into which having tossed a small quan-
tity of biscuit, and some boxes of marmalade, he
jumped in himself, with nineteen others, who, with
theirswords, prevented thecomingofanymore,]est
the boat should sink. Thus scantily equipped,
they put off into the great Indian Ocean, without
a compass to steer by, or any fresh water but what
might happen to fall from the heavens, whose
mercy alone could deliver them. At the end’of
four or five days the captain died with sickness ;
and they were obliged, to prevent confusion, to elect
one of their company to command them. Thisg
person proposed to them to draw lots, and castevery
fourth man over-board, their small stock of pro-
vision being now so far spent as not to be sufficient,
at very short allowance, to sustain life above three
days longer. To this they agreed ; so that there
were four to die out of their unhappy number, the
captain, a friar, and a carpenter, being exempted
by general consent. The lots being cast, three of
the first submitted to their fate, after they had
confessed and received absolution. The fourth
victim was a Portuguese gentleman, that had a
younger brother in the boat; who, secing him
about to be thrown overboard, most tenderly em-
braced him, and with tears besought him to let him
die in his room ; enforcing his arguments by telling
him, “ that he was a married man, and had a wife
and children at Goa, besides the care of three sis-
ters who absolutely depended upon him for sup-
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port; whereas himself was single, and his life of no
great importance:” he therefore conjured him to
suffer him to supply his place, assuring him that
he had rather die for him than live without him.
The elder brother, astonished, and melted with his’
generosity, replied,  that, since the Divine Pro-
vidence had appointed him to suffer, it would be
wicked and unjust to permit any other to die for
him, but especially a brother, to whom he was so
infinitely obliged.” The younger, however, per-
sisting 1n his refusal, would take no denial, but,
throwing himself on his knees, held his brother so
fast that the company could not disengage him.
Thus they disputed a while; the elder bidding him
be a father to his children, and recommending his
wife and sisters to his proteetion; but all he could
say could not make the younger desist. This was
a scene of tenderness that must fill every humane
breast with pity. At last the constancy of the
elder brothei¥ielded to the piety of the other, and
suffered the gallant youth to supply his stead;
who, being cast into the sea, and a good swimmer,
soon got to the stern of the pinnace, and laid hold
of the rudder with his right hand. This being
perceived by one of the sailors, he cut off the hand
with his sword. The youth dropping into the sea,
presently rose again, and regained his hold with
his left hand, which received the same fate by a
second blow. Thus dismembered of both hands,
he made a shift, notwithstanding, to keep himself
above water with his feet, and two stumps, which
he held bleeding upwards. This moving spectacle
so excited the pity of the whole company, that
they cried out, *“ He is but one man; let us endea-
vour to save him I’ Accordingly he was taken in-
to the boat, where he had his hands bound up as
well as the place and circumstances would admit
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They then continued rowing all night; and tire
Tnext morning, when the sun rose (as if Heaven
would reward the gallantry and piety of this young
man) they descried land, which proved to be the
‘mountains of Mozambique, in Africa, not far from
a Portuguese colony: thither they all safe arrived,
‘Wwhere they remained till the next ship from Lis-
‘bon passed by, and carried them to Goa. At that
city, Linschoten, a writer of good credit, assures
us he himself saw them land, supped with the two
brothers that very night, and had the story from
‘their own mouths.

Titus, the Roman emperor, who was called, for
his virtues, “ the delight of mankind,” bore such a
brotherly affection towards Domitian, that, though
he knew he had spoken irreverently of him, and
had solicited the army to rebellion, yet he never
treated him with the less love or respect even on
that account, nor would suffer others to do so; but
called him his partner and successor in the em-
pire; and sometimes, when they were alone to-
gether, he besought him, not only with earnest
entreaties, but with tears, that he would bear the
same brotherly love towards him, as he always had
and should ever find from him.

During the war with Antiochus, the province of
Asia fell to the lot of Lucius, the brother of Scipio
Africanus; but the senate, not thinking his abili-
ties adequate to the charge, seemed inclinable
rather to'.commit the conduct of the war to Caius
Leligs, his colleague, with whom his brother
Africanus was in the most intimate friendship.
But no sooner had the latter heard of their delibe-
ration, than he earnestly besought the senate not
to transfer the province, though it were to Lelius
himself, which had fallen by lot to his brother ;
promising, at the same time, that he would accom-
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pany Lucius into Asia, and serve with him in qua-
lity of his legate. Thus the elder brother foster-
ed and supported the younger: the valiant de-
fended the weak; and so aided him with his coun-
sel, that at length Lucius returned to his country.
trinmphant, and was crowned with the glorious
surname of Scipio Asiaticus.

Henry, king of Arragon and Sicily, left, at his
death, his only son, John, a child of two-and-twen-
ty months old, whom he intrusted to the care and
fidelity of his brother Ferdinand. This prince was
a man of great virtue and merit, and therefore the
eyes of the nobles and people were fixed upon
him; and not only in private discourses, but in
the public assemblies, he had the general voice and
eonsent to be chosen king of Arragon. With un-
shaken magnanimity, however, he remained deaf
to these offers; alleged and asserted the right of
his infant nephew, and the custom of the coun-
try, together with his dying brother’s last will,
“ Which,” said he, ¢ youare bound therather to
maintain, by how much the more incapable the
young prince is to do it.” His words, notwith-
~ standing, had not the effect he wished, and the as-
sembly adjourned for that day. Soon after, they
met again, in hopes that, having had time to con-
sider of it, he would now accept their suffrages..
Ferdinand, apprized of their purpose, prepared
himself for their reception, caused the little child
to be clothed in royal robes, and, having hid him
under his garments, went and took his seat in the
assembly. Upon which, the master of the horse,
by order of the states, coming up, and asking him,
“ Whom, O Ferdinand, is it your pleasure to have
declared our king?” the generous prince, with a
sharp look and solemn tone, replied, ¢ Whom but
John, the son of our brother:” Having said this,
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he immediately took the infant from under his
robe, and, lifting him upon his shoulders, with a
loud voice, cried, ¢ God save King John!” Then
setting down the child, and commanding the royal
banners to be displayed, he cast himself first to the
ground before him; and all the rest, moved by his
ilustrious example, did the like.

Timoleon, the Corinthian, is a noble pattern of
fraternal love ; for being in a battle with the Ar-
gives, and seeing his brother fali down dead with
the wounds he had received, he instantly leapt over
his dead body, and with his shield protected it
from insult and plunder; and though sorely
wounded in this generous enterprize, he would not
_ by any means retreat to a place of safery, till he
had seen the corpse carried off the field by his
friends. How happy for Christians would they
imitate this heathen, and as tenderly screen from
abuse and calumny the wounded reputation or dy-
ing honour of an absent or defenceless brother!

Two brothers,named Cheerephon and Chearecra-~
tes, had quarreled with cach other; and Socrates,
being acquainted with them, was solicitous to re-
store their amity. Meeting, therefore, with Chee-
recrates, he thus accosted him: “ Is not friend-
ship the sweetest solace in adversity, and the
greatest enhancement of the blessings of prosperi-
ty?” ¢ Certainly it is,” replied Chaerecrates; “ be-
cause our sorrows are diminished, and our joys in-
creased, by sympathetic participation.” “ Amongst
whom, then, must we look for a friend?” said So-
crates. “ Would youn search amongst strangers!
They cannol be interested about you. Amongst
your rivals? They have an interest in opposition
to your’s., Amongst those who are much older or
younger than yourself? Their feelings and pursuits
will be widely different from yow’s. Are there
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not, then, some circumstances favourable, and.
others essential, to the constltutlon of friendship
o Undoubtedly there are,’ answered Cherecrates.
¢« May we not enumerate,” continued Socrates,
“ amongst the circumstances favourable to friends
ship, long acquaintance, common connections,
similitude of age, and union of interest!” “ I ac-
knowledge,” said Cherecrates, ¢ the powerful in-
fuence of these circumstances: but they may sub-
sist, and yet others be wanting, tlnt. are essential
to mutuﬂ amity.” = ““And what said Socrates,
“ are those essentials which are wantind in Chee-
rephon#” « He has forfeited my esteem and at-
tachment,” answered Chezrecrates. “ And has he
also fo:futed the esteem and attachment of the
rest of mankind?” continued Socrates. “ Is he
devoid of benevolence, generosity, gratitude, and
other social affections?” ¢ The gods forbid,”
cried Cheerecrates, ¢ that I should lay such a heavy
ch‘ngc upon him! His conduct to others, I be-
lieve, is 1irreproachable ; and it wounds me the
more, that he should single me out as the object
of his unkindness.” ¢ Suppose you have a very
valuable horse,” resumed Socrates, ¢ gentle under
the treatment of others, but ungoumabm when’
you attempt to use him, would you not cndea-
vour, by all means, to conciliate his affection, and
to treat him in the way most likely to render him
tractable? Or if you have a dog, highly prized for
his fidelity, watchfulness, and care of yourflocks,
who 1s fond of your shepherds, and pld) ful with
them, and yet snarls whenever you come in his
way, would you attempt to cure him of this fault
by angry looks or words, or any other marks of
resentment? You would surely pursue an opposite
course with him. And is not the frxendbhlp of a
bmthcx of far more worth than the services of a
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horse, or the attachment of a dog? Why then do
you delay to put in practice those means which
may reconcile you to Chzrephon?” « Acquaint
me with those means,” answered Cheerecrates,
“for I amr a stranger to them.” “ Answer me a few
questions,” said Socrates. if you desire that one
of your neighbours should invite you to his feast,
when he offers a sacrifice, what course would you
take ?” “ I would first invite him to mine.”
“ And how would you induce him to take the
charge of your atfairs when you are on a journey ?”
“ I should be forward to do the same good office
to him in his absence.” ¢ If you be solicitous to
remove a prejudice which he may have conceived
against you, how would you then behave towards
him?” ¢« I should endeavour to convince him, by
my looks, words, and actions, that such prejudice
was ill-founded.” ¢ And if he appeared inclined
to reconciliation, would you reproach him with
the injustice he had done you# ¢ No,” answer-
¢d Charecrates, “ I would repeat no grievances.”
“ Go,” said Socrates, “ and pursue that conduct -
towards your brother which you would practise to
a neighbour. His friendship is of inestimable
worth ; and nothing is more delightful to the gods,
than for brethren to dwell together in unity.”
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\

SENTIMENTS.,

¢ Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore gel wis-
dom ; and with all thy getting, get understanding ;
Exalt her, and she shall promote thee: she shall
bLrino thee to honour, when thow dost embrace her.
‘She shall’ give to thine head an ornament of grace;
a crown of glory shall she deliver to thee.

CICERO (than whom no man was a better judge,
for no man more earnestly sought, or better un-
derstood, the true nature of wisdom ; no man, [
mean, of the heathen world) has given nearly this
definition of wisdom. “ What,” says he, ¢ is more
desirable than wisdom ; what more excellent in it-
self ; what more useful to man, or more worthy his
pursuit ? They who earnestly seek for it are called
c 2
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phbilosophers ; for philosophy, in the strict mean-
ing of the word, is no other than the love of wis-
dom; but wisdom, as defined by the ancient phi-
losophers, is the knowledge of things divine and
human, and of their efficient causes; the study of
which, whoever despises, T know not what he can
think worthy of his approbation. For whether
you seek for an agreeable amusement, or a relaxa-
tion from care, what can be comparable to those
studies, which are always searching out for some-
thing that may tend to make life more easy and
happy? Are you desirous of learning the princi-
ples of fortitude and virtue? This, or none beside,
is the art by which you may acquire them. They
who affirm that there is no art in things of the
greatest moment, while nothing, even the most
trifling, is attained without the aid of art, are men
of no reflection, and guilty of the grossest error: -
but if there is any science of virtue, where shall it
be learned, ifnot in the school of this wisdom B2

An ignorant, idle man, is a dead welght on so-
" clety; a wicked, profligate man, is a pest, is a
huisance to society : but a wise and virtuous man,
who labours by all meaus in his power to advance
the universal good, to improve the knowledge and
the happiness of mankind, is at once an ornament
to his nature, and a blessing to the community; a
good planet, shining with a benign influence on
all around him; the truest resemblance of his
God, whose goodness is continually displaying
itself through the whole extent of being; and,
like that God, seeking pleasure in conferring
good, and feeling happiness according to the de-
gree in which he communicates it.
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" EXAMPLES.

Antisthenes being asked what he got by his
learning, answered, ¢ That he could talk to him-
self, could live alone, and needed not go abroad
and be beholden to others for delight.” - The same
person desired nothing of the gods to make his
life happy, but the spirit of Socrates, which would
enable him to bear any wrong or injury, and to
continue in a quiet temper, whatever might be-
fall him.

 Count Oxenstiern, the chancellor of Sweden,
was a person of the first quality, rank, and abili-
ties, in his own country, and whose care and suc-
cess, not only in the chief ministry of affairs there,
but in the greatest negociations of Europe, during
his time, rendered him no less considerable
abroad. After all his knowledge and honours,
being visited in his retreat from public business
by Commissioner W hitelocke, our ambassador to
Queen Christina, at the close of their conversa-
tion, he said to the ambassador, ““ I, Sir, have seen
much, and enjoyed much of this werld; but I
never knew how to live till now. I thank my good
God, who has given me time to know him, and
likewise myself. All the comfort I take, and which
is more than the whole world can give, is the
knowledge of God’s ldve in my heart, and the
reading of this blessed book;” laying his hand on
the Bible. “ You are now, Sir,” continued he,
“ in the prime of your age and vigour, and in great
favour and business; but this will all leave you,
and you will one day better understand and relish
what I say to you. ~Then you will find that there
is more wisdom, truth, comfort, and pleasure, in
retiring and turning your heart from the world, in
the good spirit of God, and in reading his sacred

L)
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word, than in all the courts and all the favours of
princes.”

The Romans, we are told, built their Temple of
Virtue immediately before that sacred to Honoar,
to teach that it was necessary to be virtusus be.
fore being honoured. St. Augustine observes,
that though these temples were contiguous, there
Was no entering that of Honour till after having
passed through that of Virtue.

Seneca, after a serious study of all the philoso-
phy in his time in the world, was almost a Chris-
tian in his severe reproofs of vice, and commen-
dations of virtue. * His expressicns are sometimes
divine, soaring far above the common sphere of
heathen authors. How beautiful is that sentence
of his, in the preface to his Natural Questions!
“ What a pitiful thing would man be, if his soul
did not soar above these earthly things!” And
though he was sometimes doubtful about the
future condition of his soul, yet he tells his dear
Lucilius with what pleasure he thought of its fu-
ture bliss: and then goes on to argue that the soul
of man hath this mark of divinity in it, that it is
most pleased with divine speculations, and econ-
verses with them as with matters in which it is
most nearly concerned. “ When this soul,” saith
he, “ hath once viewed the vast dimensions of the
heavens, it despises the meanness of its former
little cottage. Were it not for these contempla-
tions, ‘it had not been worth our while to have
come into this world, nor would it make us amends
for any ‘pains and care we take about this present
life.” At length, he concludes his arguments with
this remarkable reason for inferring the blessed-
ness of pious souls: “ Let us not wonder that
good men go to God after death, since God vouch-
safes to enter into them here, in order to render
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them good; for no soul can be good without
him.” -

Alexander the Great being asked why he honour-
ed his master Aristotle more than Philip his father,
he replied, “ My father brought me down from
heaven to earth, but my master made me reascend
from earth to heaven.” The one only gave him
life, the other instructed him how to live well.

The Spartans, we find, paid a particular atten-
tion to the peculiar genius and disposition of their
vouths, in order the better to adapt them to such
employments as were most suitable to their capa-
cities, and wherein they might be most beneficial
to society. Among them it was not lawful for the.
father himself to bring up his chiidren after his.
own fancy. Assoon as they were seven years old,,
they were all enrolled in several companies, and
disciplined by the public. The old men were
spectators of their performances, who often raised
emulations among them, and set them at strife one
with another, that, by those early discoveries, they
might see how their several talents lay, and, with-
out any regard to their quality, dispose of them
accordingly, for the service of the commonwealth.
By this means Sparta soon became the mistress
of Greece, and famous through the whole world.
for her civil and military discipline.

Agesilaus, king of Sparta, being asked what he
thought most proper for boys to learn, answered,
“ What they ought to do when they come to be
men.” Thus a wiser than Agesilaus hath incul-
cated: “Train up a child in the way he should go,
and when he is old he will not depart from it.”

Simonides, an excellent poet, the better to sup-
port himself under narrow circumstances, went the
tour of Asia, singing from city to city the praises
of their heroes and great men, and receiving their
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rewards. By this means, having at last becoe
wealthy, he determined to return to his own coui-
try by sea, being a native of the island of Cegs.
Accordingly he went on board a vessel, which had
not -been long on the voyage before a terrible
tempest arose, and reduced it to a wreck in the
midst of the sea. Upon this, some of the people
packed up their treasures, others their most valu-
able merchandise, and tied them round their bo-
dies, as the best means of supporting their future
existence, should they escape the preseat dangers.
But, amidst all their solicitude, a certain inquisi-
tive person, observing Simonides quite nactive,
and seemingly unconcerned, asked him, “ What ! _
don’t you look after any of your effects?” ¢ No,”
replied the poet, calmly, ¢ all that is mine is with
me.” Then some few of them, and he among the
rest, took to swimming; and several got safe
ashore, while many more perished in the waves,
wearied and encumbered with the burdens they
had bound about them. To complete the calamity,
some plunderers soon after came down upon the
coast, and seized all that each man had brought
away with him, leaving them naked. The ancient
city of Clazomene happened to be near at hand,
to which the shipwrecked people repaired. Here
a certain man of letters, who had often read the
verses of Simonides, and was his great admirer,
hearing him one day speak in the market-place,
enquired his name; and finding it was he, gave
him a welcome reception to his own house, and
supplied him with clothes, money, and servants to
attend him ; while the Test of the company were
forced to carry a letter about this foreign city,
setting forth their case, and begging bread. The
next day Simonides met with them ia his walks,
and thus addressed them: “ Did I'not tell you, my
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friends, that all which I had was with me? but you
see all that which you could carry away with you
perished.” Thus wisdom is proved to be the most
durable possession, and the best security amidst
every want and trial. :

Nicholas Breakspear, who, on his advancement
to the popedom, assumed the name of Adrian [V,
was, in the early part of his life, reduced to the
~ necessity of submitting to servile oftices for bread.
He studied in France, where, though he laboured
under the pressures of poverty, he made a wonder-
ful progressin learning. One day, on an interview
with an intimate friend, he told him that all the -
~ hardships of his life were nothing in comparison to
the papal crown; and, speaking of the difficulties
and sorrows he had experienced, he observed,
¢ that he had been, as it were, strained through the
alembic of affliction.” This great and exemplary
~ man was in such high veneration, that Frederick,
king of the Romans, at an interview with him, in
Italy, condescended to hold the stirrup while he
mounted his horse. He was the only Englishman
that ever sat in the papal chair. ;

Thomas, earl of Dorset, who lived in the reign
of James I. may not only be ranked with the chief
men of his age as a scholar and a statesman, but
was, moreover, an admirable manager of his pri-
vate fortune and of the public revenue. The for-
mer, indeed, he had been called to from the most
substantial motives; for it seems he succeeded
early in life to an immense estate, which, as he
thought it set him above economy, he lavished
without care. However, in a few years, by means
of his excessive magnificence and dissipation, he
found himself involved in debt. The indignity of
being on a certain day kept in waiting by an al-
derman, of whom he had occasion to borrow
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money, opened his eyes, and made so deep an:
1mpression upon him, that he resolved from that .
moment to become a better economist.  Accord-
ingly, we are told, he managed his. finances so .
well, that he was thought a proper person to suc- -
ceed the great Cecil, Tord Burleigh, as.lord high .
treasurer of England.

The famous Torquato Tasso, by his poem enti--
tled Rinaldo, extended his reputation throughout
all Italy, but greatly chagrined his father, who
thought it might seduce him from studies more -
advantageous. Accordingly he went to Padua, .
where his son then was, to remonstrate against
his apparent purpose of devoting himself to phi-
losophy and poetry, and made use of many very
harsh expressions’; all which Tasso heard with a-.
patience and tranquillity that made the old gen-
tleman still more angry. At last, “ Of what uSe,
cried he, “is that philosophy on which you value
yourself somuch?”  “Sir,” replied Tasso calmly,
‘1t has enabled me to endure patiently the.haxrsh-.
ness even of your reproofs.”

Sir Thomas Smith, secretary of state to Queen -
Elizabeth, a few months before he died, sent to
his friends, the bishops of Winchester and Wor-
cester, entreating them to draw up for him, out of
the word of God, the plainest and best directions .
for making his peace with him adding, “ That it.
was great pity men knew not to what end they
were born into the world, till they were Just at the .
point of quitting it.”

- SirJohn Mason was born in the reign of Henry -

VIL. and lived in high esteem with Henry VIII.
Edward VI. Queen Mary, and Queen Elizabeth;
having been a privy counsellor to each of the fous
last, and an accurate observer of all the various
revolutions and vicissitudes of those times. When
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he lay on his death-bed, he called his family toge-
ther, and addressed them in the following terms :
¢« Lo! here have I lived to see five princes, and
have been a counsellor to four: I have seen the
most remarkable things in foreign parts, and been
present at most state transactions for thirty years
together: and I have learned this, after so many
years’ experience, ¢ that seriousness is the greatest
wisdom, temperance the best physician, and a
eood conscience the best estate: and, were I to
live again, I would exchange the court for a clois-
ter; my privy counsellor’s bustles for an hermit’s
retirement; and the whole life I have lived in the
palace, for one hour’s enjoyment of God in my
closet. All things else forsake me, except my

God, my duty, and my prayers.”



SENTIMENTS.

Not with eye-service, as men-pleasers, but as the ser-
vants of Christ; doing the will of God from the
heart : wilh good-will doing service, as to the Lord,
and not to men. Knowing that whatsoever good
thing any man doeth, the sume shall he receive of
the Lord, whether he be bond or Sree.

TIME is no longer your own, but your master’s ;
therefore be careful not to idle or squander it away,
but to improve every moment of it; that so you
may not only fulfil the duties of your station, but
gain such allowed hours as may be properly em-
ployed to your own emolument and satisfaction,
There is nothing so valuable and important as
time; the flying moments of 1t, once passed, are
never to be retrieved. Ever mindful nereof, de-
lay not the immediate performance of that which,
the occasion slipped, you may perhaps never
have it in your power to perform at’all, .

So must yon be particularly careful of your trust,
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Your master’s interests are become your’s; you
owe him the strictest fidelity ; and if you are found
deficient herein, you must never expect either
confidence or character. Fidelity shews itself in
words and actions, and may be distinguished into
truth in words, and integrity in deeds. Nothing is
so dishonourable and disgraceful aslying, or a de-
 viation from truth. It is always: the mark of
a mean and worthless spirit; a vice, God knows,
~which too early discovers itself in the human
mind ; and to discourage and eradicate which no
caution or attention can be tco great or severe.
As it is founded in the worst principles, so it 13 pro-
ductive of the greatest evils; being not only ex-
tremely vicious and faulty in itself, but generally
the introduction to, and cloak for, other faults and
vices. Simply to lie is an offence; to lie, in order
to conceal a fault, is a double offence: but to lie,
with a malicious purpose, with a view to injure or
prejudice others, is an offence aggravated tenfold,
and truly diabolical; an indication of the most
corrupt and abandoned heart; and the mischiet of
it is, that they who indulge themselves in the

ractice at all,” generally-are led on by the father
of lies to the very excess of it. Never, therefore,
in a smaller or greater matter, suffer your lips to
deviate from the truth; speak it honestly, openly,
and without reserve: you cannot conceive how
easily the mind is corrupted by the slightest indul-
gence in falsehood, by the least licence given to .
little mean reservations, equivocations, and mental
chicaneries. Be assured that a fault is always
doubled by denying it ; an open, frank confession
disarms resentment, and conciliates affection:
such a regard to truth will gain you credit, and
give you dignity. It is a high, it is an amiable
character of any man, of a young man more es-
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pecially, to say, that his veracity is always to be
depended upon; whereas the contrary is just as.
low and despicable, And if you accustom your-
self to falsehood, such will be your character; for
the nataral consequence of being caught in one lie -
is, that from that time, whatever you shall say will
be received with doubt or suspicion. And I would
ask, Can there be any thing more disgraceful than
to stand in such a light amongst your fellow-crea=
tures, as to have your word despised and unre-
garded, and even the truth you speak disbelieyed ?

here is great reason to presume, that those who
are conscientious in their words will be so in their
actions; that they will show the same regard to.
truth in the one as in the other: this is indispen-
sibly requisite. The least temptation to fraud must,
never be suffered to remain a moment in your
hearts ; dishonesty will blast your reputation, and
all your hopes; and it will still be the worse in
you, to whom your master intrusts the care of his
property ; for a breaclr of trust is ever the highest
aggravation of an offence.  Always, therefore,
consider yourself as intrusted with the charge of
your master’s property; consider it as most saqred;
and while you never allow in yourself a single
thought of embezzling or injuring it, never per-
mit yourself to connive at such practices in others,.
Next to the being vicious ourselves, is the con-
senting to, or conniving at, vice in others; and he.
1s not far from falling into the same sin, who can.
see it with unconcern, and without reproof, in an-.
other. Not that I would have you busy and prag-.
matical, ready at all times to whisper idle stories.
in the ears of your superiors: this wijll certainly.
- render you extremely odious and disgusting to
those who are upon a level with -you; your life
will become uneasy ; and. your own conduct will
be most scrupulously examined, -
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Y ou owe to your master, and indeed to yourself,
‘industry and close application to business. He ex~
pects it from you as his right; and you will do well
to give it, not only for that reason, but for your own
sake also; because thus you will not only improve
in the proper knowledge of that business which you
‘are apprenticed to learn, but will preserve yourself
from the numberless dangers attendant upon idle-
ness. Every thing is possible to industry; and it
will be very difficult to produce any instances of
men who, joining strict honesty to continued indus-
try, have failed of their due success in this world.

In short, in this, and in-all the other instances of
your duty to your master, let one general rule ever
‘have its due influence on your conduct, and it will
~ always direct you right: ¢ Consider his interests
and welfare as your own.” Thus, as a son with a
father, you will never injure nor see him injured :
on the contrary, sensible of your duty to him and
to your God, you will study to act your part with
fidelity, recommending yourself, by such conduct,
at once to your earthly and your Heavenly Master.

EXAMPLES.

Solon, the Athenian legislator, enacted that the
son should not relieve his father when he was old,
except he had brought him up to some occupa-
tion; and this he did, thatall persons might have
some honest trade, by their skill and industry in
which the community might be benefited, and
themselves and their families maintained. He
ordered also, that the council of Areopagusshould
‘enquire how every man lived, and punish all whe
were found idle.

The Egyptians enjoined all men to be of some
trade ; and a law was made by Amasis, one-of their
kings, that every man once a year should give an
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account_how he lived; and that the person who
could not show by what means he maintained
himself, should be put to death.

. Among the Turks, every man must be of some
trade, the Grand Signior himself not excepted.
Mahomet the Great, who conquered Greece,
learned the art of a carver, and used to make
wooden spoons. ' :

Those who neglect the duties of their profes-
sion, whatever it may be, are exposed to the
greatest danger. An honest man’s heart is in his
business: when he quits it, it is as a fish quits its
element, for recreation, or from necessity; but he
soon returns to it again. '

The archbishop of Cambray makes Telemachus
declare, that, though he was young in years, he
was old in the art of knowing how to keep both
his own and his friend’s s€crets. “ When my fa-
ther,” says the prince, “ went to the siege of Troy,
he took me on his knees, and after embracing and
blessing me, as he was surrounded by the nobles
of Ithaca, ¢ O my friends! said he, * into your
‘hands [ commit the education of my son; if you
ever loved his father, show it in your care towards
him; but, above all, do not omit to form him just,
sincere, and faithful in keeping a secret.” “ These
words of my father,” says Telemachus, ¢ were
continually repeated to me by his friends in his
absence, who made no scruple of communicating
to me their uneasiness at seeing my mother sur-
rounded with lovers, and the measures they de-
signed to take on that occasion.” He adds, that he
was so gratified by being thus treated like a man,
and by the confidence reposed in him, that he
never abused it: nor could all the insinuations of
his father’s rivals ever get him to betray what was
commiltted to him under the seal of secrecy.
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¢« There is nothing,” says Plato, “so delightful
as the hearing or the speaking of truth.” For this
reason it 1s, that there 1s no conversation so agree-
able as that of a man-of integrity, who hears with-
out any intention to deceive. An advocate, once
pleading the cause of his client at Rome, before
one of the prators, could only produce a single
witness in a point where the law required the testi-
mony of two persons; upon which the advocate
insisted on the integrity of the person whom he
had produced: but the prator told him, that
where the law required two witnesses, he would
not accept of one, though it were Cato himself.
Such a speech from a person who sat at the head
of a court of justice, and while Cato was still
living, shows us, more than a thousand examples,
the high reputation this great man had gained
among his contemporaries on account of his
sincerity.

As | was sitting, says an ancient writer, with
some senators of Bruges, before the gate of the
senate-house, a beggar presented -himself to us,
and with, sighs and tears, and many lamentable
gestures, expressed to us his miserable poverty,
and asked our alms; telling us, at the same time,
that he had about him a private maim, and a se-
cret mischief, which very shame restrained him
from discovering ‘to the -eyes of men. We all,
pitying the case of the poor man, gave him each
of us something, and departed. One, however,
among us, took the opportunity to send his ser-
vant after him, with orders to enquire of him what
that private infirmity might be, which he found
such causeto be ashamed of, and was so loth to
discover. The servant overtook him, and deliver-
ed his commission; and, after having diligently
viewed his face, breast, arms, legs, and finding all
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his limbs in apparent soundness, “ Why, friend,”
said he, “ I see nothing whereof you have any
such reason to complain.” ¢ Alas! Sir,” said the
beggar, “ the disease which afflicts me is far difs
ferent from what you conceive, and is such as
you cannot discern: yet it is an evil which hath
crept over my whole body: it has passed through
my very veins and marrow in such a manner,
that there is no member of my body that is able
to work for my daily bread.” This disease is by
some called idleness, and by others sloth.,” The
servant, hearing this singular apology, left him,
in great anger, and returned to his master with
the above account; but, before the company
could send again, to make further enquiry after
him, the beggar had very prudently withdrawn
himself,

Action, we are assured, keeps the soul in con-
stant health; but idleness corrupts and rusts the -
mind; for a man of great abilities may, by negli-
gence and idleness, become so mean and despi-
cable, as to be an incumbrance to society, and a
burden to himself. When the Roman historians
described an extraordinary man, it generally
entered into his character, as an essential, that he
was ncredibili industria diligentia, industria dili-
gentia singulari—« of incredible industry, of sin-
- gular diligence and application.” And Cato, in
Sallust, informs the senate, that it was not so
much the arms, as the industry, of their ances-
tors, which advanced the grandeur of Rome, and
made her mistress of the world. Similar to which
1s the observation of Solomon—¢ Seest thou a
man diligent in this business, he shall stand before
kings, he shall not stand before mean men.”

Cepio was adjudged to death for some offence in
thereignof Augustus Caesar; but his servant, in the
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night-time carried him in a chest out of Rome,
and brought him, by repeated nocturnal journeys,
from Ostia to the Laurentine Fields, where was
his father’s villa. Afterwards, in order to be at a
farther distance from danger, they took ship ; but
being forced back by a tempest, and driven on the
coast of Naples, the servant was there apprehend-
ed, and brought before the centurion, who put him
to a strict examination. Every art, however, was

ineffectual to warp him from his duty; nor could
" he be prevailed on, either by bribes or menaces,
to make any discovery of his master’s retreat.

Micithus, domestic of Anaxilaus, king of the
Rhegini, was left, by his dying master, to govern
his kingdom, and superintend his children during
their minority. Throughout his viceroyship, he
behaved himself with such clemency and justice,
that the people saw themselves happily placed
under a person, whose quality was neither unfit to
bear rule, nor too mean for the high post he oc-
cupied; and yet, when the children of Anaxilaus
came of age, he immediately devolved the power
into their hands, and at the same time transterred
to them the tireasures which, by his economy, he
bad accumulated ; accounting himself merely as
their guardian and trustee: while, for his own
part, content with a small pittance, he retired to
Olympia, and there lived in the private enjoyment
of respect, security, and the noble testimony of a
faithful and upright conséience.

The following, we are informed, is a true rela-
tion of an event which happened in a neighbouring
state not many years ago. A jeweller, a man of
good character and considerable wealth, having
occasion, in the way of business, to travel at some
distance from the place of his abode, took along
with him a servant. He had with him some of

D
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his best jewels, and a large sum of money, to which
his servant was likewise privy. The master having
occasion to dismount on the road, the servant
watched his opportunity, took a pistol from his
master’s saddle, and shot him dead on the spot.
Then rifling him of his jewels and money, and
hanging a Jarge stone to his neck, he threw him
into the nearest canal. With this booty, he made
off to a distant part of the country, where he had
“reason to believe that neither he nor his master
were known. There he began to trade, in a very
low way at first, that his obscurity might scieen
him from observation ; and, in the course of many
years, seemed to rise up, by the natural progress
of business, into wealth and consideration ; so that
his good fortune appeared at once the effect of in-
dustry,and the reward of virtue. Of these he coun-
terfeited the appearance so well, that he grew into
great credit, married into a good family, and by
laying out his hidden stores discreetly as he saw
occasion, and joining to all a universal affability,
~he was at length admitted to a share of the govern-
ment of the town, and rose from one post to an-
‘other, till at last he was chosen chief magistrate.
In this office he maintained a fair character, and
continued to fill it with no small applause, both as
governor and judge; till one day, as he sat on the
beunch with some of his brethren, a criminal was
brought before him, who was accused of murder-
ing his master. The evidence came out full; the
jury brought in their verdict that the prisoner was
guiity, and the whole assembly waited the sentence
- of the president of the court, which happened to
be himself, in great suspense. Meanwhile, he ap-
peared to be in unusual disorder and agitation of
mind; his colour changed often: atlength he arose
from his seat, and, coming down from the bench,
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placed himself just by the unfortunate man at the
bar, to the no small astonishment of all present.
¢ You see before you,” said he, addressing himself
to those who had sat on the bench with him, “a
striking instance of the justawards of heaven, which
this day, after thirty years concealment, presents
to you a greater criminal than the man just now
found guilty.” Then he made an ample confession
of his heinous offence, with all its peculiar aggra-
vations: ¢ Nor can I,” continued he, ¢ feel any
relief from the agonies of an awakened conscience,
but by requiring that justice be forthwith done
against me in the mest public and solemn man-
ner.” We may easily suppose the amazement of
all, especially his fellow judges. They accordingly
proceeded, upon his confession, to pass sentence
upon him, and he died with all the symptoms of a
penitent mind.

A man who gains a precarious livelihood by un-
lawful practices,never enjoysatruly quiet moment:
his conscience is continually preying wupon his
mind, and he feels himself under incessant appre-
hensions and fears. He is afraid to lie down in
his bed, fearing ke may be seized before morning;
he is afraid to stir out in the day-time; and thinks
himself suspected by every eye; he is afraid to be
in company ; he is afraid to be alone: and yet he
cannot refrain from his vicious pursuits; tempta-
tion, especially in youthy has such a prevailing
power over the human mind. Be always assured,
that no acquisitions of guilt can compensate the
loss of that solid, inward comfort of mind, which
is the sure companion of innocence and virtue;
nor can it in the least counterbalance the evil of
that horror and anxiety, which, in their room,
guilt always introduces into their bosom.

Scipio the younger, when only twenty-four years
of age, was appointed by the Roman republic to
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the command of the army against the Spaniards.
Soon after the conquest of Carthagena, the capital
of the empire, his integrity and virtue were put to
the following exemplary and ever-memorable trial,
related by historians, ancient and modern, with
universal applause. Being retired into his camp,
some of his officers brought him a young virgin of
such exquisite beauty, that she drew upon her the
eyes and admiration of all. The young conqueror
started from his seat with confusion and surprise;
and, like one thunderstruck, seemed to be robbed
of that presence of mind and self-possession so ne-
cessary in a general, and for which Scipio was
remarkably famous. Ina few moments, having ral-
lied his straggling spirits, he enquired of the beau- -
tiful captive, in the most civil and polite manner,
concerning her country, birth, and .connections;
and, finding that she was betrothed .to a Celtibe-
rian prince, named Allucius, he ordered both him
and the captive’s parents to be sent for. The Spa-
nish prince no sooner appeared in his presence
than,even before he spoke to the fatherand mother,
Scipio took him aside, and, to remove the anxiet

he might be in on account of the young lady, he
addressed him in these words: “ You and I are
young, which admits of my speaking to you with
more liberty. Those who brought me your future
spouse, assured me, at the same time, that you
loved her withextreme tenderness; and her beauty
left me no room to doubtit. Upon which, reflect-
ing that if, like you, I had thought of making an
-engagement, and were not wholly engrossed with
the affairs of my country, I should myself desire
that so honourable and laudable a passion might
find favour; I therefore think myself happy in
the presentconjuncture to do you service. Though
‘the tfortune of war has made me your master, I de-
sire to be your friend. Héreis your wife; take her,
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and may the gods bless you with her! One thing,
however, [ would have you be tully assured of, that
she has been amongst us as she would have been
in the house of her father and mother. Far be it
from Scipio to purchase a- loose and momentary
pleasure at the expence of virtue, honour, and the
happiness of an honest man! Noj; [have kept her
for you, in order to make you a present worthy of
you and me. 'The only gratitude [ require of you,
for this inestimable gitt, is, that you will be a friend
to the Roman people.” Allucius’s heart-was too
full to make him any answer;. but, throwing him-
self at the general’s feet, he wept aloud. The cap-
tive lady fell down in the same posture, and
remained so till the aged father, overwhelmed
- with transports of joy, burst into the following
words:—“ Oh, divine Scipio! the gods have
given thee more than human virtue! Oh, glorious
leader! Oh, wondrous youth! Does not that
obliged virgin give thee, while thus praying to the
gods for thy prosperity, rapture infinitely above
all the transports thou couldest have reaped from
the possession of her injured person?” Such
was Scipio! a soldier, a youth, a heathen! Nor
was his virtue unrewarded: Allucius,charmed with
such magnanimity, liberality, and politeness, went
into his own country, and published, on all occa-
sions, the praises of his generous and humane vic-
tor; crying out, ¢ That there was come into Spain
a young hero like the gods; who conquered all
things less by the force of his arms, than by the
charms of his virtue, and the greatness of his be-
neficence.” Upon this report, continues the his-
torian, all Celtiberia submitted to the Romans;
aund Allucius returned, in a short time, to Scipio,
at the head of 1400 chosen horse, to facilitate his
future conquests; and, to render the marks of
his gratitude still more durable, Allucius caused
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the action above related to be engraven on a silver
shield, which he presented to Scipio; a present
infinitely more inestimable and glorious than all
his treasures and triumphs. This shield, which
Scipio carried with him when he returned toRome,
was lost in his passing the Rhone, with part of the
baggage: it continued in that river ill the year
1665, when some fishermen found it ; and it is said
to bhave been in the cabinet of the late unhappy
French king, Louis XVI.

Perrin lost both parents before he could articu-
late their names, and was obliged to a charity-
school for his education. At the age of fifteen,
he was hired by a farmer to be a shepherd, in a
neighbourhood where Lucetta kept her father’s
sheep. They often met, and were fond of being
together. Five years thus passed, when their sen-
sations became more serious. Perrin proposed to
Lucetta to demand her from her father: she
blushed, and confessed her willingness. As she
had an errand to the town next day, the oppor-
tunity of her absence was chosen for making the
proposal. ““ You want to marry my daughter,”
said the old man: “ have you a house to cover
her, or money to maintain her? Lucetta’s fortune
is not enough for both. It won’t do, Perrin; it
won’t do.” ¢ But,” replied Perrin, I have hands
to work: I have laid up twenty crowns of my
.-wages, which will defray the expence of the wed-
ding: I’ll work harder, and lay up more.” “ Well,”
said the old man, ““ you are young, and may wait
a little: get rich, and my daughter is at your ser-
vice.” Perrin waited for Lucetta’s returning in
the evening. “ Has my father given you a re-
fusal?” cried Lucetta: < Ah, Lucetta!” cried Per-
rin, ““ how unhappy [ am for being poor! But I
have not lost all hopes: my circumstances may
change for the better,” . As they never tired of
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eonversing together, the night drew on; and it
became dark. Perrin making a false step, felLon
the ground. He found a bag, which was heavy.
Drawing towards a light in the neighbourhood,
he found that it was filled with gold. ¢ I thank
heaven,” cries Perrin, in a transport, ¢ for being
favourable to our wishes. This will satisfy your
father, and make us happy,” In theirway to her
father’s house, a thought struck Perrin: ¢ This
money is not ours: it belongs to some stranger;
and perhaps this moment he is lamenting the loss
of it: let us go to the vicar for advice: he has al-
ways been kind to me.” Perrin put the bag into
the vicar’s hand, saying that at first he looked
on it as a providential present, to remove the only
obstacle to their marriage; but that he now doubt-
ed whether he could lawfully detain it. The vicar
eyed the lovers with attention: he admired their
honesty, which appeared even to- surpass their
affection. “ Perrin,” said he, “ cherish these sen-
timents: heaven will bless you. We will endea-
vour to find out the owner: he will reward thy
honesty: I will add what [ can spare; you shall
have Lueetta.” The bag was advertised in the
newspapers, and cried in the neighbouring pa-
rishes. Some time having elapsed, and the mo-
ney not demanded, the vicar carried it to Perrin:
¢ These twelve thousand livres bear at present no
profit: you may reap the interest at least: lay
them out in such a manner, as to insure the sum
itself to the owner, if he shall appear.” A farm
was purchased, and the consent of Lucetta’s father
to the marriage was obtained. Perrin was em-
“ployed in husbandry, and Lucetta in family af-
fairs. They lived iu perfect cordiality ; and two
children endeared them stillthe more to each other,
Perrin one evening returning homeward from his
work, saw a chaise overturned, with two gentle-
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men in it. He ran to their assistance, and offered
them every accommodation his small house could
afford. “ This spot,” cried one of the gentle-
men, “is very fatal to me: ten years ago, I lost
here twelve thousand livres.” ~Perrin listened
with attention: “ What search made you for
them ?” said he. “ It was not in my power,” re-
plied the stranger, “ to make any search. [ was
hurrying to Port Orient, to embark for the 1n-
dies; for the vessel was ready to sail.” Next
morning, Perrin showed to his guests his house,
his garden, his cattle,, and mentioned the pro-
duce of his fields. “ All these are your property,”
addressing the gentleman who had lost the bag :
“ the money fell into my hands; I purchased this
farm with it; the farm is your’s. The vicar has
an instrument which secures your property, though
[ had died without seeing you.” The stranger read
the instrament with emotion : he looked on Per-
rin, Lucetta, and the children.  “ Where am I ?”
cried he; “ and what do I hear? What virtue in
people so low! Have you any other land but this
farm!” ¢ No,” replied Perrin; ¢ but you will
have occasion for a tenant, and I hope you will
allow me to remain here.” - ¢ Your honesty de- .
serves a better recompense,” answered the stran-
ger; ““ my success in trade has been great, and I
have forgot my loss. You are well entitled to
this little fortune ; keep it as your own.” What
man in the world would have acted like Perrin ?
Perrin and Lucetta shed tears of affection and joy.
¢ My dear children,” said he, ¢ kiss the hand of
your benefactor, Lucetta, this farm now belongs
to us, and we can enjoy it without anxiety and re-
morse.” Thus was honesty rewarded. Let those
who desire the reward practise the virtue.
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SENTIMENT.

Fvil communications corrupt good manners.

A LL nature loves and seeks society: even the
animals, which are not of the most ferocious and
antameable kind, delight to herd together, and
feel a satisfaction in each other’s presence. Man,
peculiarly foimed for society, has no joy in abso-
lute solitude: cut off from his fellow creatures, so
far is he from partaking of the pleasures of life,
that he finds it extremely difficult to support his
being. From society proceed all the refined com-
forts and superior enjoyments of life; and from
society (so very much mixed are all human bless~
ings) proceed the greatest dangers and evils of Life.
It is unpleasing to think, that, from our chief ad-
vantages, our greatest evils should flow; but this
D 2
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is not the on]z Instance wherein the observation
holds good. Society you must, you will have:
good society is not less difficalt to attain, than it
is adyantageous when attained : evil society, as
common as the air, is as blasting to the manners
as that .air, when it bears on its noxious wings .
pestilence and disease. The choice of bad com-
pany evidently proves a bad disposition of mind.
“ Tell me with whom you go,” says the proverb,
“and I will tell you what you are.” Free society
1s a matter of absolute choice; and, like another
alliance, can never be contracted without consent
of parties. Like universally assorts with like;
and it is as impossible for a virtuons mind, desirous
of improvement, and studious to excel in duty, to
take pleasure in the company of idle, ignorant,
and vicious persons, as it is for the two greatest
contraries in nature to unite. Where the sen-
timents, the conversation, the pursuits, totally
disagree, what but strife and contention can en-
sue? Is it probable that persons thus dissentient
will delight to associate merely to jar and con-
tend? Far different is the end and design of so-
cial intercourse. Indeed, the matter wants very
little proof: the choice of bad companions is as
infallible a proof of a bad mind, as the choice
of bad, trifling, and unimproving books, would
be of a depraved taste, in the man who had a large
and excellent library of the best and most im-
proving authors around him, whence to make his
selection..

EXAMPLES.

“ Art-thou any kind of tree?” said an eastern
sagetoalump of odoriferous earth, which he picked
“up in a grove. ‘“Thou charmest me with thy per-
fame:” Itanswered him, “Iam only a vile piece
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of earth ; but 1 dwelt for some time with the rose;.” :
One of our poets has prettily conveyed this senti-
ment, by observing,

Who can travel through th’ Arabia Qgro'ues,
And not bear thence some fragrance?”

The Divine Mercy had inspired a vicious man
1o request admission into a society of sages, whose
morals were holy and pure. He obtained what
he earnestly desired : the constant example of their
virtues deeply affected him. He could not be
taught a better lesson. He made no delay to imi-
tate them, and to relinquish his former ill habits.
He became just, sober, patient, laborious, benefi-
cent, amiable. His good works could not be con-
tradicted ; but odious motives were attributed to
them ; and though his actions were commended,
his person was not beloved or esteemed. In
short, most people scemed inclined to pass their
judgment upon him from what he had been, not
from what he was. This injustice pierced him
with sorrow : he shed tears in the bosom of an old
and venerable friend, whom he knew to be just and
humane. “ My son,” said the sage to him, «“ thou
art of more worth even than thy reputation: give
God thanks for it. Happy is the man who can
say, “ My enemies and my rivals censure me in
the vices which I no longer retain.” What signi-
fies it, . if thou art but good, that others persecute
thee as a wicked man? Hast thou not for thy con-
solation two clear-sighted witnesses of thy actions;
God, and thine own conscience ¥’ .

The royal poet observes, with respect to our
associates in life, ¢ With the holy, thou shalt be
holy : and with a periect man, thou shalt be per--
fect : with the clean, thou shalt be clean ; and with-
the froward, thou shalt learn frowardness.”
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The following is related by a writer of undoubt-
ed reputation. Speaking of Prince Eugene, of
Soissons, he observes, “ All those qualifications
and endowments that can procure love and esteem
shone conspicuous in this young prince. A grace-
ful person, the most engaging affability and sweet-
ness of temper, a quick understanding, a heroic
ardour, a skill in the sciences, and other parts of
polite literature, (which was the more extraordinary
n a prince then but fifteen years of age), united
to justify the exalted hopes conceived of him. He
showed a strong inclination to a military life, and,
at that early period, was already inuring himself
to it; so that, commonly, a bare board served him
for a pillow. The king had taken the greatest
care of his education, and suffered him to be ig-
norant of no branch of knowledge which might
contribute to his future advancement.

“ How great things were to be expected from a
prince of such endowments! disposed to the wor-
thiest pursuits, and, closely applying himself to
them, making a most happy progress. Alas! every
pleasing expectation formed by him proved in the
event vain! Bad companions insinuated themselyes
into his good esteem; bad examples found him
unable to withstand them. When the vicious were
his companions, their manners were no longer his
abhorrence: by associating with them, he soon be-
came as abandoned as the worst of them ; and, in a
few years, having lost his virtue, unhappily lost his
life.”  There cannot be a stronger or more melan-
choly proof than this, of the fatal influence which
bad company and bad examples have over even
the best cultivated and best disposed minds.

The learned and pious Sir Matthew Hale, when
a youth, was too much addicted to the society of
some victous people, which he did not break off till
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an alarming accident drove him from it. Being
invited, with some other young studeunts, to a
merry-making out of town, one of them, during the
carouse, called for so mach wine, that, notwith-
standing all Mr. Hale could do to prevent it, he
went on in his excess, till he fell down as dead be-
fore them. All present were not a little terrified,
and did all they could tobring him to himself again.
This particularly affected Mr. Hale, who went in-
to another room, and shutting the door, fell on his
knees, and prayed earnestly to God, both for his
_friend, that he might again be restored to life, and
that himself might be forgiven for having coun-
tenanced such excesses. Moreover, he vowed to
God, that he would never again keep company in
that manner, nor drink another health while he
lived. His friend recovered, and Mr. Hale most
religiously observed his vow till his dying day. Tt
was this great man’s resolution, drawn up by him
in writing for his own private use, with regard 10
Company (among other articles of conduct), to
“ do good to them; to use God’s name reverently,
while with them ; to beware of leaving an 1ll ex-
ample among them; and to receive good from
them, if they were more knowing than himself.”
That ever memorable instance of God’s mercy,
Wilmot Earl of Rochester, was in early life always
much given to riot and licentiousness. During
his travels, however, and those scenes at sea in
which he was soon after engaged, his mind being
better occupied, he had so entirely laid down his
former intemperance, that, at his return, we are
informed, he detested it. But falling again into
company thatloved those excesses, he was, though
not without difficulty, and by many steps, brought
back to it, and that in a shocking degree: for the

natural glow of his fancy be?ng wflamed by
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wine, made him so extravagantly pleasant, that
many, to be the more diverted by his humour,
made it their study to engage him deeper and
deeper in intemperance ; and this at length so en-
tirely subdued him, that (as he told Dr, Burnet,
his historian) for five years together he was con-
tinually drunk : not, indeed, all the while under the
visible effect of it; but his blood was so inflamed,
that he was not in all that time cool enough to be
perfectly master of himself. This led him to say
and do many wild and unaccountable things; and
by this, he said, he had broken the firm constitu-
tion of his health, which once seemed so strong
that nothing was too hard for it; and he suffered so
much in his reputation, that he almost despaired
to recover it. This conrse of life, however,. was
not always equally pleasant to him. He had often
sad ‘intervals of severe reflection upon it; and
though at that time he had not these awakened in
him from any deep principle of religion, yet the
horror which nature excited in him (especially in
some sicknesses) made him too easy to receive
those ill and sceptical principles-with which others
endeavoured to possess him; so that he was soon
brought to set himself to secure and fortify his
mind against religion, by dispossessing himself all
he could of the belief or apprehensions of it. To
complete his ruin, the licentiousness of his temper,
with the briskness of his wit, disposed him to love
the conversation of those who divided their time
between lewd actions and irregular mirth: and
thus he came at last to bend his wit, and direct his
studies and endeavours, to support and strengthen
those evil principles both to himself and othexs.
At length God was pleased in a very striking man-
ner to bring him, by pain and sorrow, and strong
conviction, to repentance; during the course of
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which, he said to Bishop Burnet, ¢ In what a con-
dition shall I be, if I relapse after all this?” But
added, “ He trusted in the grace and goodness of
God, and was resolved to avoid all those tempta-
tions, that course of life, and company, that were
so likely to ensnare him; and he desired to live on
no other account, but that he might, by the change
of his manners, some way take off the high scan-
dal his former behaviour had given.” This the
dying penitent uttered in various terms to his spi-
ritual friend ; with other expressions to some of his
former companions, which well became his state:
giving them a charge to publish any thing con-
cerning his conversion, which might be a means
to reclaim others; ¢ and praying God, that, as
his life had done much hurt, so his death might
_do some good.”

When Marius was sent against the Cimbri, his
soldiers durst not look the enemy in the face: their
gigantic stature and barbarous aspect awed the Ro-
man bravery. But when they had beheld these
same barbarous Germans three days together from
the camp, their spiritsrevived, their congealed cou-
rage began to circulate through every yein; they
not only fought, but overcame the foe they had so
lately dreaded. Reverse the medal, and apply itto |
those connections in which the young and inexpe-
rienced are daily enlisted to their hurt; the effect
is obvious and striking. A youth educated in the
principles of Christianity, cannot at first think of
the breach of a commandment without trembling
and inward convulsion: but when he slides into
- seemingly trivial commissions, the associates of
his unguarded hours strew every pitfall of pleasure
with flowers. At first, a damp arises over his mind,
and he almost inclines to doubt there is some error
in his progress. He becomes uneasy for a while;



64 ON BAD COMPANY.

yet, urged by example, continues his course, and
at length conscience begins to slumber: its re-
proaches are faint, its stings scarcely perceptible;
custom blunts the edge of reflection ; and, when
once arrived at this pitch of insensibility, he he-
sitates not at many impleties, which before were
abhorrent to his nature. So true is that ancient
aphorism, “ Nemn repenté fuit turpissimus;” No one
becomes very wicked on a sudden. Negligence
and distrust first unite to weaken the sacred sanc-
tion of God’s commands, before men can presume
to break them.

Eusebius was not one of those plodders who
seem to disband all society, and to forswear con-
versation; who place virtue in sourness, and con-
found piety with spleen: no; he was free, easy, and
cheerful; and never refused to partake of those
festivities which recreate the mind, and refresh
the body, without prejudice to the conscience.
He lamented in silent indignation, to behold Chris-
tians living the lives of the lowest Pagans, and
Pprofaning the best religions with the foulest crimes.
“ What pleasure,” would he say, “ can any Chris~
tian take in those places where vice rides in tri-
umph, and virtue groans in a dungeon; where
goodness and decency lie under contempt, and ir-
regularity receivesapplause ; where thebestactions
are lampooned, and the worst glossed over, or
deified by their short-sighted votaries? 'This
consideration weaned Eusebius from the love of
the world, and he withdrew into the country, there
blending all the qnualities of a gentleman so hand-
somely with the duties of a Christian, that it was
hard to judge whether his behaviour was more
genteel, or more religious. He was wont to say,
“ Those lie under a great mistake, who fancy that
virtue is an enemy to good breeding; that a man
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must turn off civility to become a saint; and ex-
clude himself from the society of all men, in order
to keep up a correspondence with his God. No,”
continued he, ¢ Christianity makes men honest,
indeed, but it does not make them clowns; it for-
bids grimace, but not sincerity; and it puts a mean
between foppishnessand rusticity. Virtuesmooths
the brow as well as the conscience, and knows how
to temperate innocent mirth with a seasonable
reservedness and decorum. So that we may, if
we so incline, keep up to the height of our duty
to God, without dropping our obligations to good
neighbourhood, and abandoning the comforts of
society.” _ '

¢« Mr. Nelson too, the learned and pious author
of many excellent books of devotion, was, “ says
Mr. Seward, in his ¢ Anecdotes,” peculiarly splen-
did in his dress and appearance. He was not will-
ing to render the practice of piety more difficult
than was necessary; and, to attract mankind to
goodness, submitted to embellish the charms of
virtue by the graces of elegance. This gentleman
is thought to have been the original from which
M:. Richardson drew the character of Sir Charles
Grandison,
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SENTIMENTS. -

The flowers of eloguence, profusely pour'd
O’er spotted vice, fill half the letier'd world;
Wit, a true pagan, deifies the brute, ‘
And lifts our swine enyoyments from the mire:
Can powers of genius evercise their page,
And consecrate enormities with song ?

: Youne.

“WORDS,” says Mr. Addison, * are the tran- -
script of those ideas which are in the mind of man:
writing and printing are the transcript of words.
As the Supreme Being has expressed, and, as it
were, printed his ideas in the creation, men express
their ideas in books; which, by this great invention
of latter ages, may last as long as the sun and moon,
and perish only in the general wreck of nature.
Books are the legacies which a great genius leaves
to mankind, and which are delivered down from
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seneration to generation, as. presents to the pos-
terity of those who are yet unborn. Now, if writ-
ings are thus darable,” continues he, “ and may
pass from age to age, throughout the whole course
of time, how caretul should an auther be of com-
mitting any thing to print, that may corrupt pos-
terity, and poison the minds of men with vice and
error! Writers of great talents, who employ their
parts in propagating immorality, and seasoning
vicious sentiments with wit and humour, are to be
looked upon as the pests of society, and the ene-
mies of mankind. They leave books behind them
(as it is said of those who die in distempers which
breed an ill-will towards their own species) to
scatter infection, and destroy their posterity.—
They act the counterparts of a Confucius or a
Socrates ; and seem as it were sent into the world
to deprave human nature, and sink it into the
condition of brutality.”

There are books whose immediate and direct
tendency it is to serve the cause of immorality,
and to be the foul vehicles of indecency, obscenity,
and pollution. These are a kind of writings so
impure and defiling, that it is scarcely possible to
speak of them without incurring some degree of
defilement; for who can touch pitch and be clean?
And they are so prejudicial and obnoxious to all
purity of mind, that the least share of virtue, I
must believe, will be sufficient to render them
odious and disgusting. Nor will you, if you have
the least regard for religion, the least reverence
for yourselves, ever be persnaded to degrade your
nature so much, as to peruse such infamous and
detestable performances.

It is, indeed, a melancholy reflection, that any
such books should be extant among us; it 1s me-
lancholy to think that any of the human species
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§hould have so far lost all sense of shame, all feel-
gs of conscience, as to sit down deliberately,
and compile a work entirely in the cause of vice
and immorality ; a work which, for aught they
know, may serve to pollute the minds of millions,
and propagate contagion and niquity through
generations yet unborn; living, and spreading its
baneful effects, long after the unhappy hand which
wrote it is mouldered into dust.

The English language abounds with excellent
writers in every branch of useful and entertaining
science: you will reap, from an attention to such
authors, not only an inecrease of wisdom, but also
of virtue, her fair companion ; and by these will
be introduced to an acquaintance with such hap-
piness as vice never knew, as all the gayest scenes
of immorality could never afford.

EXAMPLES.

The Earl of Rochester, at a time when he lay
dangerously sick, and had desired the assistance of
aneighbouring curate, confessed to him with great
contrition, that nothing sat more heavy at his
heart, than the sense ot his having seduced the
age by his writings, and that their evil influence
was likely to continue even after his death. The
curate,upon further examination, finding the peni-
tent in the utmost agonies of despair, and being
himself a man of learning, told him, that he
hoped his case was not so desparate as he appre-
nended, since he found that he was so very sen-
sible of his fault, and so sincerely repented of it.
The penitent still urged the evil tendency of his
book to subvert all religion, and the little ground
of hope there could be for one, whose writings
would continue to do mischief when his body was
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laid in ashes. The curate finding no other way to
comfort him, told him, ¢ that he did well in bein
aflicted for the evil design with which he publish-
ed his book, but that he ought to be very thank-
ful that there was no danger of its doing any hurt;
that his cause was so very bad, and his arguments
so weak, that he did not apprehend any ill effects
from it : in short, that he might rest satisfied, his
-performance could do no more mischief after his
death, than it had done whilst he was living. To
which he added, for his farther satisfaction, that
he did not believe any, besides the author’s parti-
cular friends and acquaintance, had ever been at
the pains of reading it; or that any body, after
his death, would ever enquire after it.”

The atheistical writer Lucretius is reported, by
two ancient authors, to have run mad, and to
have killed himself,

What a blessing to mankind, in himself, and in
his writings, was the ingenious, humble, and pious
Mr. Boyle! what a common pest to society was
the fallacious, proud, and impious Hobbes! Ac-
cordingly we find the former bade adieu to this
world with the utmost serenity, honour, and hope;
while the other went out of it in the dark, with an
odium on his name, as well as with terrible appre-
hensions of an unknown future.” He had been an
instrumerit of the prince of darkness, in poisoning
many young gentlemen and others with his wicked
principles, as the late earl of Rochester (hereto-
fore mentioned) confessed with extreme grief
in the hours of affliction. It is remarked by those
who critically observed the author of ¢ The Le-
viathan,” that though in a humour of bravado,
he would speak very strange and unbecoming things
of God, 'yet in his study, in the dark, and in his
retired thoughts, he irembled before him. What
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could make this strange man awake in such ter~
ror and amazement, if his candle happened to go
out in the night, but that he was unable to bear
the dismal reflections of his dissolute and gloomy
mind, and because he neither knew how quite to
extinguish, nor yet how to bear the light of con-
science, that “candle of the Lord,” within him?
Many, alas! appear like Atheists in their mirth, in
wine, and company, who are quite of other sen-
timents in sickness, and the gloom of solitude.

How remarkably careful the ancients were of
what books they let their children read, may be
seen in that ‘amiable writer Rollin. Valerius
Maximus, in particular, informs us, that the La-
cedemonians commanded the books of the poet
Archilochus to be removed from their city, as
Judging the reading of them highly improper for
their youth, and subversive of decency and good
manners. Thus that wise nation held in little es-
teem the elegance and wit of his writings; which,
however they might refine the imagination, were
but too likely to hurt the mind, and contaminate
the principles of their children.

On his death-bed the penitent earl of Rochester
was (as we have just observed) touched with very
strong compunction for the various indecencies he
had diffused from his pen ; accordingly we have
seen how extremely solicitous he was, if it were
possible, tosuppress and stifle them, as suited only
to serve the cause of vice'and profaneness. He

- ingenuously declared, “ that that absurd and foolish
philosophy which the world had so much admired,
as propagated by the late Mr. Hobbes and others,
had undone him, and many more of ghe best talents
in the nation:” while his sense of the past, and his
hearty concern for the pious education of his chil-
dren, made hit wish, “ that his son might never
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be a wit; that is (as he himself explained it) one of
those wretched creatures who pride themselves in
abusing God and religion, and denying his being
or his providence; but rather that he might be-
come an honest and religious man, which alone
could render him the support and blessing of his
family.” : | ‘ ,

Above all, he was remarkably hearty in his en-
deavours to be serviceable to those about him. On
which head, we cannot pass by that most fervent
and passionate exclamation of his to a gentleman
of some character, who came to visit him in his last
illness. “ O remember,” said he, ¢ that you con-
temn God no more! He is an avenging God, and
will visit you for your sins! will, in mercy, L hope,
touch your conscience sooner or later, as he has
done mine! You and I have been friends and
sinners together a great while ! therefore [ am the
more free with you. We have been all mistaken
in our conceits and opinions: our persuasions have
been false and groundless; therefore God grant
you repentance ” And, seeing the same gentle-
man next day again, he said to him, ¢ perbaps you
were disobliged by my plainness to you yester-
day : I spake the words of truth and soberness to
you;” and (striking his hand upon his breast with
great emotion)said, “ I hope God will touch your
heart.”

There are, perhaps, few instances in all history
that can parallel these keen convictions of an
awakened mind. Dr. Young, in the celebrated
work above quoted, observes,

«“ A death-bed’s a detector of the heart:

Truth is deposited with man’s last hour,

An honest hour, and faithful to her trust:
Men may live fools,-but fools they cannot die.”
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Louis X1V. of France, who was not fond of
books, asked Montausier, his son’s tutor, why he
was always reading, and what good it did him?
¢ Sire,” replied he, “ good books have the same
effect upon my mind that the partridges your ma-
Jesty is so good as occasionally to send me have
upon my body; they support and nourish it.”
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SENTIMENTS.

1.et no corrupt communications proceed out of your
mouth : but that which is good, to the use of edi-
Sying. '

PLUTARCH tells us, 1n few ‘words, what an in-
finite advantage Alexander reaped from the fine
taste wherewith his preceptor Aristotle inspired
him, even from his tenderest infancy. ¢ He lov-
ed,” says our author, “ to converse with learned
s men; to improve himself in knowledge; and to
study.” Three sources these of a monarch’s hap-
piness, which enable him to secure himself from
numberless difficulties; three certain and infalli-
ble methods of learning to reign without the as-
sistance of others. The conversation of persons
of fine sense instructs a prince, as it were, in the
way of amusement; and teaches him a thousand
E
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curious and useful things without costing him the
least trouble. The lessons inculcated by able
masters 1mpress and wonderfully improve, and
furnish him with rules to govern his subjects with
wisdom; and, n fine, study, especially that of
history, crowns the whole; becomes to him a
preceptor of all seasons, and for all hours; that,
without growing troublesome, acquaints him with
truths which no one else dare to give him ; under
fictitious names exhibits him to himself; and
teaches him to know, to feel, and to support his
own character, as well as to investigate those of
mankind, who are the same in all ages.

It was Mr. Locke’s peculiar art in conversation
to lead people to talk of their own profession, or
whatever they best understood. With a gardener
he discoursed of gardening; with a jeweller, of
diamonds; with a chymist, of chymistry; with a
watchmaker, of clocks, watches, &c. “ By this
means,” said he, “ I please all those men who com-
monly can speak pertinently upon nothing else.
As they believe | have an esteem for “their pro-
fession, they are charmed with showing their abi-
lities before me; and I, in the mean time, improve
ayself by their discourse.” By thus putting ques-
tions to artificers, he would sometimes find out a
secret 1n their art which they did not understand
themselves; and often give them views of the sub-

_lect entirely new, which they put into practice
with advantage. In one of his letters, speaking
of the advantages of conversation, he says, ¢“ There
are scarcely any two men that have perfectly the
same views of the same thing, till they come with
attention, and perhaps with mutual assistance, to
examine 1t; a-consideration that makes conversa-
tion with the living much more desirable than
consulting the dead.”
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e faculty of interchanging our thoughits with
one another, or what we express by conversation,
has always been represented by .moral writers as
one of the noblest privileges of reason, and which
more’ particularly sets mankind above the brute
part of creation. Monsieur Varillas once told his
triend, the author of the Menagiana, that out of
every ten things he knew, he had learned nine in
conversation. ‘““ And I too,” says M. Menage,
“ can in a great measure declare the same.”

Of all the inconveniences attending the inter-
‘course of mankind, slander and detraction are the
most frequent, and in a very high degree odious
and detestable.. We are told of St. Bernard, that,
when he was drawing near his end, he thus so-
lemnly addressed himself to his brethren, as a
dying man bequeathing legacies to his friends :
“Three things I require you to keep and observe;
which I remember to have kept to the best of m
power, as long as I lived. 1. I have not willed to
slander any person ; and if any have fallen, I have
hid as much as possible. 2. I have ever trusted
less to my own wit and understanding than to
any other’s. 3. If I were at any time hurt,
harmed, or annoyed, I never wished vengeance
against the party who so wronged me.”

It is always a certain sign of an ill heart, to be
inclined to defamation. This temper has ever
been 1n the highestdegree odious to gallant spirits,
and ought to be scouted from every society of
men. ‘I'ne Persian soldier, who was overheard
reviling Alexander the Great, was well admo-
nished by his officer in these memorable words :
“Sir, you are paid to fight against Alexander,
and not to rai) at him.”



-3
()

CONVERSATION.

EXAMPLES.

Cicero, in one of his pleadings, defending his
clientfrom general scandal, says very handsomely,
and with much reason, “ There are many wlho
have particular engagements to the prosecutor;
there are many who are known to have ill will to
him for whom I appear; there are many who are
naturally addicted to defamation, and envious of
any good to any man, who may have contributed
to spread reports of this kind: for nothing is so
swift as scandal; nothing is more easily sent
abroad; nothing received with more welcome ;
nothing diffuses itself so universally. T shall not
desire, that if any report to our disadvantage has
any ground for it, you would overlook or extenu-
ate it; but if there be any thing advanced without
a person who can say whence he had it, or which
1s attested by one who forgot who told it him, or
who had it from one of so little consideration, that
he did not then think it worth his notice; all such
testimonies as these I know you will think too
slight to have any credit against the innocence
and honour of our fellow-citizen.” What an ad=~
mirable rule and criterion of eonversation is this!
When an ill report is traced, it very often vanishes
among such as the orator has here recited; and
how despicable a creature must that be who is in
pain for what passes among so frivolous a people!

Few have more happily expressed themselves
on the topic in question than Epictetus. “-Con-
sider with yourself seriously,” says he, “ what
figure is most fit for you to make in the world ;
and then fix upon.a method and rule in ‘order
hereunto; which be sure to observe most nicely,
both at home alone, and abroad in company, At
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ail public entertainments, and in mixed companies,
keep a strict guard upon yourself, lest you be in-

fected with rude and vulgar conversation; for
know, that though a man be ever so clear himself,
yet by frequenting company that are tainted, he
will of necessity contract some pollution from
them. Above all things, take care not to talk of
other people; neither so as to censure their con-
duct, nor to be lavish in their commendation, nor
to make invidious comparisons between one and
another. In familiar- conversation with your
friends and acquaintance, do not make it your
business to entertain the company with tedious
narratives of yourself, and your own affairs. Con-
sider that their sensations and yours are very dif-
ferent upon these occasions; and though the ex-
ploits by which you have signalized yourself, the
successes you have obtained, the dangers you
have encountered, or the afflictions you have
undergone, may be a very agreeable story to your-
self to tell, yet it will not be equally so for others
to hear. As little will it become you to render
yourself the common buffoon, and be always try-
ing to make the company laugh, for this is a very
nice and ticklish thing, exceedingly apt to de-
generate into vice and folly; and, observe it when
you will, he that only studies men’s diversion, shall
be sure at the same time to lose their respect. Of
all kinds of discourse, none is more unsafe, none
more despicable than that which breaks in upon
modesty and good manners: whenever, therefore,
any person 1n your presence flies out into ob-
scenity, if so great a liberty can decently be taken,
reprove him publicly, and put a stop to the lewd
talk. But, if that cannot conveniently be done,
do yourself the justice to disapprove it; and, by
forbearing to join with him, by blushing for him,
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and by chiding locks, let all the company sce
plainly that you detest his filthy ribaldry.”
Eusebius was a man of sense, politeness, and of
unaffected piety: it often shocked him to find, in
the common intercourses of life, that Christians,
to whom our Saviour has said, “ Swear not at all,”
assumed a liberty of swearing by all things. A
thousand good qualities, in a person made no
atonement in his opinion for this only bad one;
and though he pitied those failures that savoured
of weakness, he never gave quarter to blasphemy.
“ Other vices,” said he, “ make bold with God’s
commands; this outrages his very person; it adds
insult to disobedience, and contempt to abuse: it
1s a symptom of absolute irreligion. For who will
revile the very Being he adores, or rally and wor-
ship the same object? And what respect, satisfac-
tion, or credit, can we expect to derivé from him
who turns apon his Creator, and flies'in the face
of the Omnipotent : .
Neander was an excellent soldier; he feared
nothing but fear; he always chose the van, and was
often the first man on the breach. All admired
his courage, and praised it ; and even’those who
disapproved his conduct, did justice to his valour,
This gentleman, however, untortunately managed
1t 50 as to lose at the table the glory he won in the
field; and by talking away in his winter-quarters,
dissipated the honour he had purchased in the
whole campaign. In short, he was a ‘most insuf-
ferable egotist. ““ 1 did this,” said he, “'at ‘the
siege of R , and this-at the battle of D,
Had not I seized on such a post at ¥¥* the army
had been in danger.” Oune would have thought
all the generals and soldiers had been in garrison,
and that Neander, with his small brigade alone,
had defeated the designs of the French. = This
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evergrown vanity cost him dear ; instead of gain-
ing the reputation of a general, he went off with
that of a fop; and all concluded that he was too
ambitious of praise to deserve any. Deep rivers
move with a silent majesty ; shallow brooks alone
make a noise and tumult among the pebbles.
The great marshal de Turenne mnever spoke of
himself but when forced, and even then with mo-
desty: and though the king was wholly indebted
to the wise conduct of this gallant man for many
victories, yet Turenne never was the man to
blazon it ; on the contrary, he would lay his mis-
carriages at his own door, and success at that of
his officers and soldiers. 'This made him appear
great even in his overthrow ; and generally his
moderation was more glorious to him than victory.

Sir Richard Steele observes, that there are some
men who on all occasions, and in all ‘companies,
talk in the same circle and round of chat as they
have picked up in their daily peregrinations. ¢ I
remember,” says he, ¢ at a full table in the city,
one of these ubiquitary wits was entertaining the
company with a soliloquy (for so I call it when a
man talks to those who do not understand him)
concerning wit and humoar. An honest gentle-
man, who sat next to me, and was worth half a
plum, stared at him, and, observing there was
some sense, as he thought, mixed with his imperti-
nence, whispered me, ¢ Take my word for it,
this fellow 1s more knave than fool.” This was all
my good friend’s applause of the wittiest men of
talk that I was ever present with; which wanted
nothing to make it excellent, but that there was
no occasion for 1t.”

The same ingenious author has the following
remarks on loquacity. ‘1 look upon a tedious
talker, or what is generally known by the name of
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a story-teller,” to be much more insufferable than
even a prolix writer. An author may be tossed
out of your hand, and thrown aside when he grows
dull and tiresome; but such liberties are so far
from being allowed towards these orators in com-
mon conversation, that I have known a challenge
sent a person for going out of theroom abruptly,
and leaving a man of honour in the midst of a dis-
sertation. ‘The life of a man is too short for a
story-teller. Methusalem might be half an hour
in teliing what o’clock it was: but for us postdi-
luvians, we ought to do every thing in haste; and
1n our speeches, as well as actions, remember that
our time is short. I would establish but one great
general rule to be observed in all conversation s
which is this, “ That men should not talk to please
themselves, but those that hear them.” This
would make them consider whether what they
speak be worth hearing; whether there be either
wit or sense in what they are about to say; and
whether it be adapted to the time when, the place
where, and the person to whom it is spoken.”

certain celebrated nobleman, speaking of

another, remarkable in conversation for his loqua-~
city and manner of address, observed, ¢ that he
was always too big for his company.” This fault
is not a whit the iess unpardonable for being so
very common: it isneither good-natured, nor just,
nor decent; but the certain mark of a deficient
Judgment. Good-nature is ‘more agreeable in
conversation than wit, and gives a certain air tq
the countenance, which is more amiable than
beauty. It shows virtuein the fairest light, takes
off in some measure from the deformity of vice,
and makes even folly and impertinence insup-
portable. ;

- Zeno, the philosopher, being’' present when a
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erson of a loquacious disposition played himself
off, said, with an air of concern in his coun-
tenance, “ I perceive that poorgentleman 1s il
He has a violent flux upon him.” The company
was alarmed; and the rhetorician stopped in his
carcer. “ Yes,” added Zeno, ““ the flux is so vio-
lent, that it has carried his ears into his tongue.”

The significance and importance of frivolous,
triflihe conversation, was smartly represented by
a philosopher ; who, being asked how he left the
company employed, made answer, “ some in
milking the ram, others in holding the pail;” in-
timating thereby, that they were to the full as
unprofitably employed.

Of the great Lord Bacon’s mode of regulating
the conversation at his table, Mr. Seward has re-
corded (from an almost forgotten author) the fol-
lowing particulars : ¢ He never took a pride,” as
is the humour of some, “in putting any of his
cuests, or those that discoursed with him, to the
~ blush, but was ever ready to countenance their
abilities, whatever they were. Neither was he
one that would appropriate the discourse to him-
self alone, but left a liberty to the rest to speak in
their turns; and he took pleasure to hear a man
speak in his own faculty, and would draw him on
and allure him to discourse upon different sub-
jects: and for himself, he despised no man’s ob~
servations, but would light his torch at any man’s
candle.” Again, Mr. Osborn, who knew Lord
Bacon personally, in his “ Advice to his Sen,”
thus describes him : “ Lord Bacon, earlof.St. Al-
bans, in-all companies did appear a good proficient
(if not a master) in those arts entertained for the
subject of every one’s discourse; so as-1 dare
maintain, without the least affectation of flattery
or hyperbole, that his most casual talk deserveth
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to be written, as I have been told that his first or
foulest copies required no great labour to render
them competent for the nicest judgments: a high
perfection, attainable only by use, and treating
with every man in his respective protfession, and
what he was most versed in. So as I have neard
him entertain a country lord in the proper terms
relating to hawks and dogs, and at another time
outcant a London chirurgeon. Thus he did not
only learn himself; but gratify such, as taught him
who looked upon their callings as honourable
through his notice. Nor did an easy falling into
arguments (not unjustly taken for a blemish in the
most) appear less than an ornament in him; the
ears of the hearers receiving more gratification
than trouble, and (so0) no less sorry when he came
to conclude, than displeased with any that did
interrupt him. Now this general knowledge he
had in all things, husbanded by his wit, and dig-
nified by so majestical a carriage he was known to
own, struck such an awful reverence in those he
questioned, that they durst not conceal the most
mtrinsic part of their mysteries from him, for fear
of appearing iguorant or saucy; all which ren-
dered him no less necessary than admirable at the
council table, where, in reference to impositions,
monopolies, &c. the meanest manufactures were
an-usual argument; and (as I have heard) did in
this baffle the earl of Middlesex, that was born
and bred a citizen, &c. yet without any great (if
at all) interrupting his other studies, as is not
hard to be imagined of a quick apprehension, in
which he was admirable.”
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SENTIMENT.

Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood
be shed. -

PERHAPS there is not any word in the English
language less understood than HoNOUER, and but
few that might not have been equally mistaken,
without producing .equal mischief. Honour is
both a motive and an end. As  a principle of
action,” it differs from virtue only in degree, and
therefore necessarily includes it, as generosity in-
cludes justice; and, as “a reward,” it can be de-
served only by those actions which no other prin-
ciple can produce. To say of another, ¢ That he
is a man of honour,” is at once to attribute the
principle, and to confer the reward : but, in the
common acceptation of the word, HONOUR, as a
principle, does not include virtue ; and, therefore,
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as a reward, is frequently bestowed upon vice. -
Hence (such is the blindness and vassalage of hu-

man reason) men are diseouraged from virtue by

the fear of shame, and incited to vice by the hope
of honour. Honour, indeed, is always claimed in

specious termis; but the facts, upon which the

claim is founded, are often flagitiously wicked.

Lothario arrogates the charaeter of “a Man of
Honour,” for having defended a lady who had put

herself under his protection from insult, at the

risk of life ; and Aleator, for tulfilling an engage-
ment, to which the law would not have obliged

him at the expence of liberty. But the champion

of the lady had first seduced her to adultery, and

to preserve her from the resentment of her hus-

band, had killed him in a duel; and the martyr to

his promise had paid a sum, which should have

discharged the bill of a tradesman, to a gamester

of quality, who had given him credit.at cards!

Such, in the common opinion, are “ Men of Ho-
nour;” and ke who, in certain circumstances,

should abstain from murder, perfidy, or ingrati-

tude, would be avoided, as reflecting infamy upon

his company. Honour, as a principle, is the re-

finement of virtue; as an end, it is the splendor of
reputation, the reward of suclr virtue: and the

true man of ‘honour is he, who, from the native
excellence and real dignity of justice, goodness,

and truth, is led to act at all times consistently

with thenr; ever reverencing his conscience and

his character, and solicitous to fill up the great,

the worthy ‘part, far above the narrow restraint

and coercion of the laws, or the infallible testj-
mony of mere human judgment. And can it be

supposed that a principle like this can ever allow,

can ever justify, the hazarding our own, or tak-

ing away the life of a brother, for a slight, nay,
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fm the greatest affront imaginable? Can it be sup-
posed that a principle like this can ever give rise
to duels, or attain its great end and reward, a
sp]endld reputation, in comsequence of them? -
Men, instigated by the meanest passions, with re-
venge and guilt boiling in their hearts,. prepaunq,
by the pistol or the sword, to finish each other’s
short and precarious existence; and to plunge the
one, with all his vices. blossommo upon hlm, into
awful eternity: the other, to dla“‘ the miserable
remains of life, haunted with the dlstlactmg con-
sciousness of his brother’s, his friend’s, perhaps
his once dearest friend’s, murder. upon his soul.—
Perhaps he lives the sole hope and stay of some
ancient and venerable house ; and, after all the
labour and anxiety of youthful education is past,
is advancing on the great theatre of the world,
the delight of his friends, and the solicitous ex-
pectation of his affectionate parents, who, in the
decline of life, see with transport their youth re-
newed, and the hopes and honour of theix fqu]y
leﬂouushmg in their beloved son.

But dearer, tenderer ties still remain, to twine
about the heart, to touch it with the keenest sen-
sibility, and to preserve it from the seducing calls
of false honour and romantic bravery. If thou
wilt needs engage in the desperate duel, see, on
one side, to unnerve thy wretched ar m——honom
reason, humamty, religion, dlbavowmg the deed
and. from what source then shall courage spring ;
And, on the other side, see the falthful and be-
loved partner of thy bed, with streaming eyes,
and anguish too great for utterance, pointing to
the little pledges of your mutual affection, and
with dumb but expressive oratory, bewailing her
widowed, and their orphan state!
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EXAMPLES.

Eugenio, in consequence of a quarrel with the
‘illiberal and brutish Ventosus, received a chal-
lenge from the latter, which he answered by the
following billet: “ Sir, your behaviour last night
has convinced me that you are a scoundrel; and
your letter this morning that you are a fool. If
I should accept your challenge, I should myself
be both. I owe a duty to God and my country,
which I deem it infamous to violate; and I am
intrusted with a life, which I think cannot, with-
out folly, be staked against yours. I believe you
have ruined, but you cannot degrade me. You
may possibly, while you sneer over this letter, se-
cretly exult in your own safety ; but remember,
that, to prevent assassination, 1 have a sword;
and to chastise insolence, a cane.” ;

Forgiveness of injuries, and a merciful disposi-
tion towards those who have offended us, is not
only an.infallible mark of a great and noble mind,
but it is our indispensable duty, as reasonable
creatures, and peculiarly so as Christians. The
following is a fine example of this virtue: Gaston,
marquis de Renty, an illustrious nobleman, was a
soldier and a Christian; and had a peculiar feli-
city to reconcile the seeming opposition between
those characters. He had a command in the
French army, and had the misfortune to receive
“a challenge from a person of distinction in the
same service. The marquis returned for answer,
that he was ready to convince the gentleman that
he was in the wrong; or, if he could not con-
vince him, was as ready to ask his pardon. The
other, not satistied with this reply, insisted upon
his meeting him with the sword; to which the
marquis sent this answer: that he was resolved not
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to do it, since God and his king had forbidden it;
otherwise, he would have him know, that all the
endeavours he had used to pacify him did not pro-
ceed from any fear of him, but of Almighty God,
and his displeasure: that he should go every day
about his usual business, and, if he did assault
him, he would make him repent it. The angry
man, not able to provoke the marquis to a duel
and meeting him one day by chance, drew his
sword and attacked nim: the marquis soon wound-
ed and: disarmed both him and his second, with
the assistance of aservant who attended him. But
then did this truly Christian nobleman show the
ditference between a brutish and a Christian cou-
rage; for, leading them to his tent, he refreshed
them with wine and cordials, caused their wounds
to be dressed, and their swords to be restored to
them ; then dismissed them with Christian and
friendly advice: and was never heard to mention
the affair afterwards, even to his nearest friends.
It was a usual saying with this great man, “ that
there was more true courage and generosity in
bearing and forgiving an injury, for the love of
God, than in requiting it with another : in suffer-
ing, rather than revenging; because the thing
was really more difficult: adding, that bulls and
bears had courage enough, bul it was a brutal
courage ; whereas that of meun should be such as
became rational beings and Christians.”
A quarrel having arisen between a celebrated
gentleman in the literary world and one of his ac-
quamtdnce, the latter he101cal]y, and no less laco-
nically, conclnded a letter to the former, on the
subject of the dispute, with, « 1 havc a life at your
service, if you dare to take it.” To which the
other replied, “ You say you have a life at my
service, if [ dare to take'it. I must confess to you,
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that I dare not take it: I thank my God, that {
have not the ‘courage totake it. But though I
own that I am afraid to deprive you of your life,
yet, Sir, permit me to assure you, that I am
equally thankful to the Almighty Being, for mer-
cifully bestowing on me sufficient resolution, if
attacked, to defend my own.” This nnexpected
kind of reply had the proper effect: it brought
the madman back again'to reason; friends inter-
vened, and the affair was compromised.”

Myrtle, a character in Steele’s Conscious Lo-
vers, delivers the following just sentiments on this
subject: ““ How many friends have died by the
hands of friends, for the want of temper! There
is nothing manly but what is conducted by reason,
and agreeable to the practice of virtue and jus-
tice ; and yet how many have been_sacrificed to

that idol, the unreasonable opinion of man !

“ Betray'd by honour, and compell'd by shame,
“ They hazard being ¢o preserve a name.”

Sir Walter Raleigh, a man of known courage-
and honour, being very injuriously treated by a
hot-headed, rash youth, who next proceeded to
chailenge him, and, on his refusal, spit upon him,
and that, too, in public; the knight, taking out
his handkerchief, with great calmness made him
only this reply: “ Young man, if I could as easily
wipe your blood from my conscience, as I can this
mjury from my face, I would this moment take
away your life.” The consequence was; that the
youth, struck with a sudden and strong sense of
his misbehaviour, fell upon his knees, and begged
forgiveness.

The Turks, we are assured, suffer no such things
as duels in their dominions. Busbequius tells us
of .a reproof given to a valiant man, by a bashaw
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of Constantinople, for boasting that he had chal-
lenged his enemy, which is well worth the notice
of every thinking Christian. How durst thou,”
said he, < challenge thy fellow-creature to a duel?
What ! was there not a Christian to fight with?
Do not both of you eat the emperor’s bread? And
yet, forsooth, you must go about to take away
each other’s lives! What precedent had you for
this? Do not you know, that whoever of the twain
had died, the emperor had lost a subject?” Saying
this, the challenger was immediately ordered to
prison, where he lay pining many months, and
was at last with difficulty released, and even then
with the loss of his reputation.

When any matter of difference had fallen out in
Macedon, betwixt two persons who were notori-
ously men of a turbulent and contentious temper,
it was brought before King Philip, that he might
determine it at his pleasure; who is reported to
have generally passed this exemplary sentence
upon them: “ You,” said he to the one, “ I com-
mand immediately to run out of Macedon ; and
you,” turning to the other, ¢ see that you make
all imaginary haste after him:” thus banishing
them, as pests,” from the capital. “ A good rid-
dance,” says our author, ¢ of such salamanders as
delight to live in the fire of contention; commenc-
ing sharp quarrels upon trivial accounts, and,
withal, knowing no time wherein to end them.”

It is no uncommon thing, with persons of duel-
ling propensity, to make a very liberal, but 1nex-
plicable, use of the term “ Satisfaction.” An ho-
nest country gentleman had the misfortune to fall
into company with two or three modern men of
honour, where he happened to be very ill treated.
One of the company, being conscious of his of-
fence, sent a note to him the next morning, tellin
him he was ready to give him satisfaction. “ Why,

N
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surely, now,” says the plain, honest man, ¢ this is
fine doing: last night he sent me away very much -
~out of temper; and this morning he fancies it
would be a satisfaction to me to be run through
the body!”

The ancient Greeks and Romans never wore
swords but in war; neither were any duels ever
fought amongst them. If they challenged one ano-
ther, it was either a contest between rival princes,
and to prevent a greater effusion of blood; or else
it was singly to fight against the enemies of their
country. Ceesar has given us a remarkable in-
stance of this kind of challenge, in his excellent
Commentaries. Two centurions of high rank, T,
Pulfio and L. Varenus, having with great animo-
sity long contested which was the braver man, or
most worthy of preferment, and being present at
Caesar’s camp when assaulted by the Gauls, the
former, in the heat of the attack, called aloud to
the latter, in these words: « Why should you re-
main in doubt, Varenus? What fairer opportunity
can you desire for the proof of your valour? This,
this shall be the day, to decide our controversies.”
Immediately on this spirited call, Pulfio went out
of the camp, and rushed upon the enemy. Vare-
nus followed his rival, who, with his Javelin, slew
the first of the Gauls that engaged him; but being
attacked by a shower of darts, one of them pierced
his shield, and stuck after such a manner in his belt,
as prevented him from drawing his sword. The
enemy presently surrounded him, thus encumber-
ed and unable to defend himself. At this instant,
Varenus came up to his assistance, slew one, and
drove the rest before him; but, pursuing them too
eagerly, he stepped into a hole, and fell down.
Pulfio; who had now disencumbered himself from
the dart, and drawn his sword, came very season-
ably to the reseue of Varenus; with whom, after
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having slain many of the Gauls, he returned with
safety and glory to the camp. Thus the Romans,
we see, did not, in their private quarrels, sheath
their swords in each others breast; contests of va-
lour among them were only calls and incitements
to the exertion of public and patriotic deeds.

It is reported of the famous Viscount de Tu-
renne, that, when he was a young officer, and at
the siege of a fortified town, he bad no less than
twelve challenges sent him, all of which he put in
his pocket, without farther notice: but being soon
after commanded upon a desperate attack on some
part of the fortifications, he senta billet to each of
the challengers, acquainting them that he had re-
ceived their papers, which he deferred answering
till a proper occasion offered; both for them and
himself, to exert their courage for'the king’s ser-
vice: that being odered: to assault 'the enemy’s
works the next day, he desired their company;
when they would have an opportunity of signal-
izing their own bravery, and of being witnesses of
his.  We may leave the reader to determine, in
this case, who acted most like a ‘man of sense, of
temper, and of true courage.

“When Augustus Caesar received a challenge
from Mark Antony, in'his decline of fortune, to
engage him in single combat, he very calmly an-
swered the bearer of the message, ‘“ If Antony is
weary of his life, tell him, there are other ways of
death besides the point of my sword!” Now,
who ever deemed this an ‘instance of cowardice?
All ages have admired it as the act of a discreet
and gallant man; who, sensible of his own im-
portance, knew how ‘to treat the petulant and
vindictive "humour of a discontented adversary
with its deserved contempt. :

“ The following story, told by Mr. Seward, in his
¢ Anecdotes,” places duelling in a truly ridiculeus
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light, and is too humorous to be omitted in this
work, in which it is our wish, at the same time to
amuse and to instruct: ‘ General Guise, going
over one campaign to Flanders, observed a young
raw officer, who was in the same vesse] with him
and, with his usual humanity, told him that he
would take care of him, and conduct him to Ant-
werp, where they were both going; which he ac-
cordingly did, and then took leave of him. The
young fellow was soon told, by some arch rogues,
whom he happened to fall in with, that he must
signalize himself by fighting some man of known
courage, or else he would soon be despised in the
regiment. The young man said he knew no one
but Colonel Guise, and he had received great
obligations from him. It was all one for that,
they said, in these cases; the colonel was the
fittest man in the world, asevery body knew his
bravery. Soon afterwards, up comes the young
officer to Colonel Guise, as he was walking up
and down in the coffee-house, and began, in a
hesitating manner, to tell him how much obliged
he had been to him, and how sensible he was of
his obligations. ¢ Sir,” replied Colonel Guise,
“1I have done my duty by you, and no more.”
“ But, Colonel,” added the young officer, faul-
tering, “ I am told that I must fight some gen-
tleman of known courage, and who has killed
several persons; and thatnobody—" ¢« Oh, Sty
replied the colonel, ¢ your friends do me too
much honour; but there is a gentleman,” point-
Ing to a fierce-looking, black fellow, that was sit-
ting at one of the tables, «“ who has killed half the
regument.”  So up goes the officer to him, and
tells him he is well informed of his bravery, and
that, for that reason, he must fight him. <« Who
I, Sir#” yeplied the gentleman: “ Why, | am
Peal the dpothecary.”



‘ON ENVY.

SENTIMENT.

He'who filches from me my good name, enriches not
himself, but makes me poor indeed.

ENVY is almost the ouly vice which is practica-
ble at-all times, and in every place; the only pas-
sion which can never lie quiet for want of irrita-
tion; its effects are therefore every where disco-
verable, and its attempts always to be dreaded.
It is impossible to mention a name, which any
advantageous distinction has made eminent, but
some latent animosity will burst out. The weal-
thy trader will never want those, who hint, with
Shylock, that ships are but boards, and that no
man can properly be termed rich, whose fortune
1s at the mercy of the winds. The beauty pro-
vokes, whenever she appears, a thousand murmurs
of detraction and whispers of suspicion. The ge-
nius suffers persecution from innumerable critics,
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whose acrimony is excited merely by the pain of
seeing others pleased, of hearing applauses which
another enjoys.

The frequency of envy makes it so familiar, that
it escapes our notice; nor do we often reflect
upon its turpitude or malignity, till we happen to
feel its influence. When he that has given no
provocation to malice, but, by attempting to ex-
cel in some useful art, finds himself pursued by
multitudes whom he never saw with implacability
of personal resentment ; when he perceives cla-
mour and malice let loose upon him asa public
enemy, and incited by every stratagem of defa-
mation; when he hears the misfortunes of his fa-
mily, or the follies of his youth, exposed to the
world; and every failure of conduct, or defect of
nature, aggravated and ridiculed; he then learns
to abhor those artifices, at which he only laughed
before, and discovers how much the happiness of
life would be advanced, by the eradication of
envy from the human heart,

It is above all other vices, inconsistent with the
character of a social being, because it sacrifices
truth and kindness to very weak temptations. He
that plunders a wealthy neighbour, gains as much
as he takes away, and improves his own condition
in the same proportion as he impairs another’s ;
but he that blasts a Jourishing reputation, must
be content with asmall dividend of additional fame;
so small, as can afford very litile consolation to
. balance the guilt by which it is obtained.

Plutarch compares envious persons to cupping-
glasses, which ever draw the worst humours of the
body to them : they are like flies, which resort
only to the raw and corrupt parts of the body ; or,
if they light on a sound part, never leave blowing
upon it till they have disposed it to putrefaction.
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‘When Momus could find no fault with the face in
the picture of Venus, he picked a quarrel with her
slippers: and so these malevolent persons, when
they cannot blame the substance, will yet repre-
sent the circumstance of men’s best actions with
prejudice. - This black shadow is still observed to
wait upon those that have been the most iilustrious
for virtue, or remarkable for some kind of perfec-
tion : and to excel in either has been made an un-
pardonable crime.

EXAMPLES.

Mutius, a citizen of Rome, was noted to be of
such an envious and malevolent disposition, that
Publius, one day, observing him to be very sad,
said, “ Either some great evil has happened to
Mutius, or some great good to another.

“ Dionysius, the tyrant,” says Plutarch, # out
of envy, punished Philoxenus, the musician, be-
cause he could sing; and Plato, the philosopher,
because he could dispute better than himself.”

In the reign of Tiberius Ceesar, there was a por-
tico at Rome, that bowed outwards on one side
very much. A certain architect undertook to set
it right and straight ; hie underpropped it every
way on the upper part, and bound it about with
thick cloths, and the skins and fleeces of sheep;
and then, with the help of many engines, and a
multitude of hands, he restored it to its former up-
rightness, contrary to the opinion of all men. Ti-
berius admired the fact, and envied the man; so
that, though he gave hiin money, he forbade his
name to be 1nserted in the annals, and afterwards
banished him the city. This famous artificer af-
terwards presented himself in the presence of ‘I'ibe-
rius, with a glass he had privily about him ; and
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while he implored the pardon of Tiberias, he
threw the glass against the ground; which was
bruised, and crushed together, but not broke, and
which he readily put iuto its first form: hoping,
by this act, to have gained his good favour and
. grace. Bat Tiberius’s envy still encreased, so that
he caused him to be slain : adding, that if this art
of malleable glass should be practised, it would
make gold and silver but cheap and inconsider-
able things. Nor would he sufter his name to be
put in the records.

Maximianus the tyrant, through envy of the
honours conferred on Constantine, and the virtues
attributed to him by the people, contrived all that
a desperate envy could invent, and a great virtue
surmount. . He first made him general of an army,
which he sent against the Sarmatians, supposing
he would there lose his life. The young prince
weit thither, returned victorious, leading along
with him the barbarian king in chains, On his
return from this battle, the tyrant engaged him
in a perilous encounter with a lion which he pur-
posely had caused to be let loose upon him. But
Constantine, victorious over lions as well as men,
slew him with his own hand, and impressed an in-
comparable opinion in the minds of his soldiers,
~which easily gave him a passage to the throne, by
the same degrees and means which' were pre-
pared for his ruin.

Narses the eunuch was of the bed-chamber to Jus-
tinus the emperor; and, from a seller of paper and
books, arrived to the honour of succeeding the fa-
mousBelisarius, in the place of generalissimo. After
he had distinguished himself by a thousand gallant
actions, at last,through envy, or hisillfortune, or the
accusatien of the people, he fell under the hatred of
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the emperor Justinus and his empress, insomuch
that the emperor sent him letters full of disgrace
and reproach, advising him to return to the spin-
dle and distaff. Narses was so incensed at this,
that he swore he would weave them such a web as
they should noteasily undo again : and, thereupon,
to revenge the injury he conceived to be done
him, he called in the Lombards to the invasion of-
the Roman territories, (which they had been long
desirous of, but had hitherto been restrained by
himself), and was the occasion of many miseries.

Alexander the Great, being recovered ofa wound
he had received, made a great feast for his friends;
amongst whom was Coragus, a Macedonian, a man
of great strength, and renowned for his valour;
who, being heated with wine, challenged Dioxip-
pus, the Athenian, a wresiler, and who had been
crowned for many victories. It wasaccepted, and
the king himself appointed the day. Many thou-
sands were met, and the two champions came to
the place: Alexander himself,and theMacedonians,
with their countryman ; and the Grecians, with
their Dioxippus, naked, and armed only with a
club. Coragus, armed at all points, being at some
distance from his enemy, threw a javelin at him,
which the other nimbly declined ; then he sought
to wound him with along spear, which the other
broke in pieces with his club: hereupon he drew
his sword; but his nimble and strong adversary
leaped upon him, threw him to the ground, set his
toot upon his neck, advanced his club, and looked
on the spectators, as enquiring if he should strike ;
when Alexander commanded to spare him : so the
day ended with great glory to Dioxippus. But
the king departed, and, from. that day forward,
his mind was alienated from the victor. He feli
also 1nto the envy of the court, and-all the Mace-
F
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donians ; who, at a feast, privily puta gold cup
under his seat, made a feigned and public enquiry

after it, and then pretended to find it with him -

a concourse was about him, and the man, afflicted
with shame, departed. When he came to his inn,
be sent a letter to Alexander, by his. friends,
wherein he related his innocency, and showed the
envious villany that had been used to him: and
that done, he slew himself. Alexander, upon
notice of it, lamented him dead, whom he himself,
as well as others, had envied while alive.

When Richard the First and Philip of France
were fellow-soldiers together, at the siege of Acon,
in the Holy Land, and Richard had approved him-
self to be the more valiant man, insomuch that all
men’s eyes were fixed upon him, it so galled the
heart of king Philip, that he was scarcely able to
bear the glory of Richard, but cavilled at all his
proceedings, and fell at length to open defiance :
nor could he contain any longer; but out of very
envy, hasting home, he invaded his territories,
and proclaimed open war.

When Aristides, soremarkable for his inviolable
attachment to justice, was tried by the people at
Athens, and condemned to banishment, a peasant,
who was unacquainted with the person of Aris-
tides, applied to him to vote against Aristides.
“ Has he done you any wrong,” said Aristides,
“ that you are for punishing him in this manner?”
“ No,” replied the countryman: “ I don’t even
know him; but I am tired and angry with hearing
every one call him the Just.”

g



EMPLOYMENT OF. TIME.

SENTIMENTS.

Go fto the Ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways,
and be wise ; which, having no guide, overseer,
or ruler, provideth her meat in the summer, and
gathereth her food in the harvest.

B

iﬁPICTETUS has a fine chapter to inculcate the
improvement of our time and talents. “ Remem-
ber,” says he, “ that the world is a theatre, and
that your part in this drama of life is determined
by the poet. Upon him it must depend, whether
you shall act a long or short one; whether your
character shall be high or low. If, therefore, he
assign you that of a beggar, take care to fill it
well; if a cripple, or a prince, or a private, obscure
man, or whatever it be, make the best of it. For
consider, that the acting of the part assigned you
commendably, depends upon yourself: this is
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your business; but the giving out ‘of the parts,
and choosing the actors, is not yours, but an-
other’s province.

To be idle and unemployed, is a sign not only
of a weak head, but of a bad heart. And as it is
one vile abuse of time, which is given us for
action, and action of the utmost moment, so it is
one sure method to lead us to other and worse
abuses. For he who is idle, and wholly unoccu-
pied, will, ere long, without question, be occupied
in mischief. You must, therefore, take care that
" you employ your time; but then you must take
as much care to employ it innocently : and by
Innocent employment is meant all the proper du-
ties of your station, and all those inoffensive and
short relaxations, which are necessary, either to
the heath of your bodies or to the enlivening and

lnvigorating your minds, You must be anxious
- to employ 1t 1n the best and noblest uses, in sub-
serviency to your own eternal warfare; that is,
with a constant eye to the glory of God, and the
good of mankind: for herein consists our duty,
and for this end was all our time given us.

EXAMPLES.,

“ We all complain of theshortness of time,” says
Seneca, ¢ and yet have much more than we know
what to do with. Our lives are either spent in do-
ing nothing at all, or in doing nothing to the pur-
pose, -or in doing nothing that we ought to do.
We are always complaining that our days are few,
and acting as though there would be no end of
them.” In short, that noble philosopher has de-
scribed our inconsisteney with ourselves, in this
particular, by all those various turn of expression
and thought which are peculiar to his writings.
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ft was a memorable practice of Vespasian, the
Roman emperor, throughout the course of his
whole life : he calls himself to an account, every
night, for the actions of the past day; and as often
as he found he had slipped any one day without
doing some good, he entered upon his diary this
memorandum, Diem perdidi:” “I havelostaday.”

The excellent education which the younger Sci-
pio had veceived, under his father Paulus Amilius,
and from the instructions of Polybius, perfectly
qualified him to fill his vacant hours with advan-
tage, and afterwards to support -the leisure of a
retired life with pleasure and dignity. “ Nobody,”
says a valuable historian, ‘“knew better how to
mingle leisure and action, nor to employ the in-
tervals of public business with more elegance and
taste. Divided between arms and the muses, be-
tween the military labours of the: camp and the
peaceful speculations of the closet, he either exer-
cised his body in the perilous fatigues of war, or
his mind in the study of the sciences.” His pre-
decessor, (and grandfather, by adoption), the illus-
trious Scipio Africanus, used to say, ¢ that he was
never less idle, than when he was entirely at lei-
sure; nor less alone than when he was wholly by
himself :” a very uncommon turn of mindin those
who have been accustomed to the hurry of busi-
ness, who too generally sink, at every interval of
leisure, into a kind of melancholy nausea, and a
listless disgust for every thing about them.

Alfred the Great was one of the wisest, the best,
and most beneficent monarchs, that ever swayed
the sceptre of this realm ; and his example is high-
ly memorable. ¢ Every hour of his life had its
peculiar business assigned it.  He divided the day
and night into three portions of eight hours'each ;
and, though much afflicted with a very painful
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disorder, assigned only eight hours to sleep, meals,
and exercise; devoting the remaining sixteen, one
half to reading, writing, and prayer, and the other
to public business.” So sensible was this great
man that time was nota trifle to be dissipated,
but a rich talent entrusted to him, and for which
he was accountable to the great dispenser of it.

We are told of Queen Elizabeth, that, except
when engaged by public or domestic affairs, and
the exercises necessary for the preservation of her
health and spirits, she was always employed in
either reading ar writing; in translating from-
other authors, or in compositions of herown; and
that, notwithstanding she spent much of her time
in reading the best authors of her ownand former
ages, yet she by no means neglected that best of
books, the Bible; for proof of which, take her
own words: “ I walk,” says she, ¢ many times in
the pleasant fields of the Holy Scriptures, where
I plucke up the goodlisome herbes of sentences
by pruneing; eat them by reading ; digest them
by musing, and laie them up at length in the hie
seate of memory, by gathering them together ;
that so having tasted their sweetness, I may the
less perceive the bitterness of life.”

Gassendi, the celebrated philosopher, was, per-
haps, one of the hardiest students that ever existed.
In general, heroseat three o’clock in themorning,
and read or wrote till eleven, when he received the
visits of his friends. He afterwards, at twelve,
made a very slender dinner, at which he drank
nothing but water, and sat down to his books
again at three. There he remained till eight
o’clock, when, after having eaten a very light sup-
per, he retired to bed at ten o’clock, Gassendi
was a great repeater of verses in the several lan-
guages with which he was conversant. He made
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it a rule every day to repeat six hundred. He
could repeat six thousand Latin verses, besides all
Lucretius, which he had by heart. He used to
say, ¢ that itis with the memory as with all other
habits. Do you wish to strengthen it, or prevent
its being enfeebled, as it generally happens when
a man is growing old, exercise it continually, and
in very early life get as many fine verses by heart
as you-can: they amuse the mind, and keep it in
a certain degree of elevation, that inspires dignity
and grandeur of sentiment.” The principles of
moral conduct that he laid down for the direction
of his life, were to know and fear God : not to be
afraid of death: and to submit quietly to it when-
ever it should happen : to avoid idle hopes, as well
as idle fears : not to defer, till to-morrow, any in-
nocent amusement that may take place to-day: to
desire nothing but what is necessary : to govern
the passious by reason and good sense.

When Socrates, in Plato’s Pheedo, has proved
the immortality of the soul, he considers it as a
necessary consequence of the belief thereof, ¢ that
we should beemployed in the culture of our minds;
in such care of them as shall not only regard that
term to which we give the name of life, but also
the whole which follows it; in making ourselves
as wise and good as may be; since on it our safety
entirely depends; the soul carrying hence nothing
with it but its good or bad actions, its virtues or
vices ; and these constitute its happiness or misery
to all eternity.” How might many a Christian red-
den to think that this 1s the language of a Pagan
mind; a mind unenlightened with the bright splen-
dours of gospel truth, and equally ignorant of a
Saviour’s merits, and of a Saviour’s example !

Seneca, in his letters to Lucilius, assures him
that there was not a day in which he did not either
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write something, or read and epitomize some good
author: and Pliny, in like manuer,, giving an ac-
count of the various methods he used to up
every vacancy of time, after several employments
which he enumerates, observes, “Sometimes 1
hunt; but even then I carry with me a pocket-
book, that, while my servauts are busied in dis-
posing the nets and other matters, I may be em-
ployed in something that may be usefulto me in
my studies; and that, if [ miss my game, [ may at
least bring home some of my thoughts with me,
and not have the mortification of having caught
nothing.”

Augustus Cwmsar, a few moments before his
death, asked his friends, who stood by him, if
they thought he had acted his part well ; and, up-
on receiving such an answer as was due to his
weitt, *“ Let me, then,” said he, « go offthe stage
with your applause ;” using the expression with
which the Roman actors made the exit at the
conclusion of a dramatic piece.

“ Among the Indians,” says Apuleius, “there is
an excellent set of men, called G ymnosophists.
These I greatly admire; though not as skilled in
propagating the vine, or in the arts of grafting or
agricalture. They apply not themselves to till the
ground, to search after gold, to break the horse,
to tame the bull, to shear or feed sheep or goats,
What is it, then, that engages them ? One thing
preferable to all these. Wisdom is the pursuit, as
well of the old men, the teachers, as of the young,
their disciples. Nor is there any thing among
them that I do so much praise, as their aversion
to sloth and idleness. “When the tables are over-
spread, before the meat is set on them, all the
youths, assembling to their meal, are asked by
their masters, in what useful task they have been
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employed in from sun-rise to that time? One re-
presents himself as having been an arbitrator, and
succeeded by his prudent management in com-
posing adifference; in making those friends, who
were at variance. A second had been paying

" obedience to his parents’ commands. A third bad
made some discovery by his own application, or
learned something by another’s instruction. The
rest gave an account of themselves in the same
way. He who has done nothing to deserve a din-
ner, is turned out of doors without one, and ob-

.liged to work, while the others enjoy the fruits of
their application.”

How beautifully simple, yet forcible, is the fol-
lowing account of the futility of those merely sen-
sual pursuits, which have occupied the time and
attention of those we have been accustomed to call
the Great! In the book of the Maccabees, we read,
that « Alexander, son of Philip the Macedonian,
made many wars, took many strong holds, went
through the ends of the earth, tooks spoilsof many
nations: the earth was quiet before him. After

these things, he fell sick, and perceived that he
should die.”
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FRIENDSHIP.

SENTIMENT,.

There is a Sfriend that sticketh closer than a brother.

FRrRIENDsHIP 1s that peculiar relation which is
formed by a consent and harmony of minds, by
mutual esteem, and reciprocal tenderness and af-
fection. Friendship is to be considered as a rare
and singular blessing, vouchsafed, perhaps, to
few; but, when vouchsafed, one of the most ex-
quisite cordials in human life. Multitudes are
unqualified for a constant and warm friendship.
Some, ardent enougir in their benevolence, and
defective neither in officiousness nor liberality,
are matable and uncertain ; soon attracted by new
objects, disgusted without offence, and alienated
without enmity. Others are soft and flexible;
easily influenced by reports and whispers; ready
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to catch alarms from every dubious circumstance,
and to listen to every suspicion which envy and
flattery shall suggest; to follow the opinion of
every confident adviser, and move by the impulse
of the last breath. Some are impatient of contra-
dictions; more willing to go wrong by their own
judgment, than to be indebted for a better or a
safer way to the sagacity of another; inclined to
consider counsel as insult, and enquiry as want of
coufidence; and to confer their regard on no other
terms than unreserved submission and implicit
compliance. Some are dark and involved, equally
careful to conceal good and bad purposes; and
pleased with producing effects by invisible means,
and showing their design only in its execution,
Others are universally communicative, alike open
to every lie, and equally profuse of their own
secrets and those of others; without the necessary
vigilance of caution, or the honest art of prudent
integrity: ready to accuse without malice, and to
betray without treachery. Any of these may be
useful to the community, and pass through the
world with the reputation of good purposes and un-
corrupted morals; but they are unfit for close and
tender intimacies. He cannot properly be chosen
for a friend, whose kindness is exhaled by its own
warmth, or frozen by the first blast of slander. He
cannot be a useful counsellor who will hear no
opinion but his own. He will not much invite
confidence, whose principal maxin 1s to suspect:
nor can the candour and frankness of that man be
much esteemed, who spreads his arms to human
kind, and makes every man, without distinction,
a denizen of his bosom.

Entire friends are like two souls in one body :
they can give or receive nothing; all is common
between them. ‘
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The difficulty is not so great to die for a friend,
as to find a friend worth dying for. '

The friendship that is formed insensibly, and
without professing much, is generally lasting.

He who can pride himself upon an extensive
acquaintance, is incapable of true friendship.
Nothing tends more to unfaithfulness, than dis-
trust: to doubt a friend, is to lose him. Believe
a man honest, and you make him so.

EXAMPLES.

At the siege of Bridgenorth Castle, in the reign
of Henry Il. which was defended by Roger de
Mortimer, the king exposed himself to so much
danger, that he would have been slain, if a faithful
vassal had not preferred his sovereign’s life to his
own. For, while he was busied in giving orders
too near the wall, Hubert de St. Clare, constable,
or governor, of Colchester Castle, who stood by
his side, seeing an arrow aimed at Henry by one
of Mortimer’s archers, stepped before him, and
received it in his own breast. The wound was
mortal : he expired in the arms of his master, re-
commending his davughter (an only child, and an
infant) to the care of that prince. It is hard to
say, which most deserves admiration; a subject,
who died to save his king, or a king, whose per-
sonal virtues could render bhis safety so dear to a
- subject whom he had not obliged by any extra-
ordinary favours. The daughter of Hubert was
educated by Henry, with all the affection that he
owed to the memory of her father; and, when she
had attained to matu rity, was honourably married
to William de Longueville, a nobleman of great
distinetion, on condition of his taking the name
of St. Clare, which the grateful Henry was desi-
Yous te perpetuate.
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Monsieur Sedaine informs us, that a certain
gentleman of rank lost a friend, who at his death
left debts unpaid, and two children very young.
The surviving friend was immediately observed to
retrench his household, his equipage, and take
lodgings in a small house ; from whence he walked
every day to the palace, followed by one footman,
and performed the duties of his post. He was
instantly suspected of avarice, and of bad con-
duct, and underwent a variety of calummnies. At
the end of two years, however, he re-appeared in
the world, having accumulated the sum of 20,000
livres; which he applied to the service of his de-
ceased friend’s children, and thus rescued a wor-
thy memory from shame, and a helpless offspring
from misery and ruin. [t is a pity the author had
not informed us of the name of a man whose con-
duct is so honourable to friendship and humanity.

This heroic action recalls to mind another some-
what like it, which is recorded in history. Euda-
nidas of Corinth, a very poor man, drawing near
his end, his mother and daughter were thereby
threatened with indigence and distress. He, how-
ever, was no way alarmed at the news: but judg-
ing of the hearts of Areteeus and Charixenes, his
wealthy and faithful friends, by his own, just at
the point of death, he made this memorable will:
“ I bequeath to Areteeus, the maintenance of my
mother, and her support under old age; and to

. Charixenes, [ bequeath and appoint the disposal
of my daughter in marriage, and giving her the
best dower in his power to bestow: and 1n case
either of my said two friends should happen to
die, then [ substitute the survivor to perform that
which the other should have done had he lived.”
This testament being read, they who knew the po-
verty of Eudamidas, but not his connection with
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the legatees, looked upon the whole matter as a
piece of pleasantry, and went out laughing at the
legacies assigned them. But the latter, as soon
as they heard of it, immediately came, acknow-
ledged, and solemnly ratified what was enjoined
‘them in the will. Charixenes, however, we are
informed, died within a few days after; upon
which Areteeus, his excellent successor, took upon
him the two-fold charge; kept the mother of
Eudamidas with a tender and filia care; and in
due time married off the daughter of the deceased
the same day with his own daughter, and gave her
an equal portion of his effects. The celebrated
Nicholas Poussin’s pencil has immorralized this
great action : painting Eudamidas at the moment
when life seems expiring, and he is dictating this
memorable last will,

Eminently pleasing and heroic was the friend-
ship of David and Jonathan: I am distressed for
thee, my brother Jonathan, says the plaintive and
surviving David ; very pleasant hast thow been to
me ; thy love to me was wonderful; passing the love
of women !

The very ingenious and amiable Bishop Berk-
ley, of Cloyne, in Ireland, was so entirely con-
tented with his income in that diocese, that, when
otfered by the earl of Chesterfield, then lord lieu-
tenant, a bisheprick much more beneficial than
that he possessed, he declined it with these words,
“1I love my neighbours, as they love me: why
then should I begin in my old days to form new
connections, and tear myself from those fiiends
whose kindness is to me the greatest happiness [
enjoy ” Acting 4n this instance like the cele-
brated Plutarch, who being asked why he resided
in his native city; so obscure and so little, « [
stay,” said he, “ lest it should grow less.”
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At the battle of Roucoux, in 1746, a serjeant
of the regiment of Flanders, named Vldal giving
his arm to the prince of Monaco, who was wound-
- ed, in order to lead him to a place of safety, had
that very arm broken to pieces by a musket ball.
Without betraying the least emotion, this daunt-
less hero only changed his arm, saying, ¢ Take
this, my prince ; the other is now good for no-
thing.”

Pﬂmmemtus king of Egypt, was taken prisoner
by Cambyses, and carried out of his own kingdom
mto Persia. The victor, more keenly to insult and
afflict their wretched palents, ordered the young
princess, Psammenitus’s daughter, and all the other
young ladies of quality, whom he had brought
captive, to go dressed in the habitof slaves, carry-
ing water upon their backs. Whilst the rest of
the Egyptians were quite distracted at-this spec-
tacle, Psammenitus remained very calm, with his
eyes fixed upon the ground. Soon aften, Ca mby
ses ordered his son, the young Egyptian prince,
with several of the young noblemen his compa-
nions, to be led forth tied together by the necks,
and bridled like horses, with blts in their mouths.
Psammenitus, upon this additional shock, was the
only person who refrained from tears: but hap-
pening to espy a certain familiar friend of his go
about begging, in a naked starving condmon
- upon calling to his friend, he burst into a flood of
tears, beating his head after the manner of the
barbarians. Cdmbyses hearing the singularity of
his behaviour, demanded to know the reason W hy
he remained silent and unmoved upon viewing the

calamity of his children, and was all on a sudden
so much afllicted at seeing the distresses of a poor
old man. “ Oh, son of C}rxth, answered Psam-
mepitus, ¢ domestxc miseries, arrived to this vio-



112 FRIENDSHIP,

lent height, are more grievous than to admit of
tears: but to see my friend reduced from a state
of ease and affluence to this extremity of distress
and want, in the very verge of life, this is an ob-
Ject that commands my tears.”

When Dean Swift was at Arthur Acheson’s, at
Market Hill, in the county of Armagh, an old
gentleman was recommended to him, as havin
been a remarkable loyalist in the reigns of Charles
II. James II. and William IIl. who had behaved
with great loyalty and bravery in Scotland during
the troubles of those reigns, but was neglected by
the government, although he deserved great re-
wards from it.  As he was reduced in his circum-
stances, the dean made him a handsome present;
but said at the same time, “ This trifle, Sir; ‘ean-
not support you long, and your friends may grow
tired of you; therefore I would have you contrive
some honest means of getting a sgm of money
sufficient to put you into a way of life for support-
ing yourseli' with independency in your old age.”
To this Captain Creichton (for that was the gen-
tleman’s name) answered, “ I have tired all my
friends, and cannot expect any such extraordinary
favours.” “ Sir,” replied the dean, “ I have heard
much of your adventures; that they are fresh in
your memory ; that you can tell them with great
humour; and that you have taken memoranda of
them in writing.” The captain answered, « I
have; but no one can understand them but my-
self.” ¢ Well then, Sir,” rejoined the dean, ¢ get
your manuscripts, read them to me, tell me none
but genuine stories; and 1 will place them in or-
der of time for you, prepare them for the press,
and endeavour to get you a subscription among
my friends, as you may do among your own.”
The captain soon after waited on the dean with
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his papers, and related to him many adventures,
which the dean was so kind as to put in chronolo-
gical order, to correct the style, and make a small
book of them, intituled, “ The Memoirs:of Cap-
tain John Creichton.” A subscription was im-
mediately set on foot, by the dean’s interest and
recommendation, which raised to the captain
above 200l. and made the ‘remaining part of his
life very happy and easy.

Never perhaps was there a more sincere and ele-
gant friendship than that which subsisted between
Scipio and Lelius. The former was one of the
greatest generals and best men that Rome ever
produced; the other, for his probity and prudence,
was distinguished by the surname of “ the Wise.”
They were almost of the same age, and had the
‘same inclination, benevolence of miund, taste for
learning of all kinds, principles of government,
and zeal for the public good. If Scipio took
place in the point of military glory, his friend had
perhaps the superiority in respect of eloquence.
But let us hear Leelius himself upon so interesting
asubject. ¢ As for me, of all the gifts of nature
or fortune, there are none, | think, comparable
- to the happiness of having Scipio for my friend.
I found in our friendship a perfect conformity
of sentiments, in respect to public affairs; an
inexhaustible fund of counsels and supports in
private life; with a tranquillity and delight not to
be expressed. [ never gave Scipio the least of-
fence to my knowledge; nor ever heard a word
escape him that did not please. = We had buat one
house, and one table, at our common expence; the
frugality of which was equally the taste of both.
For in war, in travelling, in the country we were
always together. 1 do not mention our studies,
and the attention of us both always to learn some-
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thing. This was the employment of our leisure
hours, removed from the sight and commerce of
the world.” Is there now any thing comparable
to a friendship like that here described? « What
a consolation is it,” says Tully, < to have a second
self, from whom we have nothing secret, and into
whose heart we ma pour out our own with per-

tect unreserve? Could we taste prosperity sq sen-
sibly, if we had no one to share with us in our
Joy? And what a relief is it, in adversity, to have
a friend still more affected with it than ourselves!”
But what more highly exalts the value of the
friendship in question was, ifs not being founded
at all in interest, but solely in esteem for each
other’s virtues, “ What occasion,” says Lelius,

¢ could Scipio have for me? Undoubtedly none ;
nor I for him. But my attachment to him wag
the effect of my high esteem and admiration of
his virtues; and his to me arose from the favour-
able idea he entertained of my character and man-
ners. This friendship increased afterwards on
‘both sides by habit and commerce. We both in-
deed derived great advantages from it; but these
were not our views when we began to love each
other.” Nothing upon earth can be so desirable
as such'an amity, But in vain do we seek it
among the ignorant, the vain, and selfish, or men
of loose and profligate principles. We must
soon be ashamed of loving the man whom we
cannot esteem. !

His late Royal Highness Frederick, prince of
Wales, who, amongst his other great qualities,
was the patron .of merit, and the friend of man-
kind, was frequently visited by persons of distin-
guished abilities, with whomn he contracted a strict
lntimacy.’ Among these, the late Mr. Glover (as
Justly celebrated for the amiableness of his cha-
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racter, as for his qualifications as an orator and a
poet) had a considerable share in his esteem. One
day the prince observed at his levee, that he had
not seen the gentleman for some time, and was
asking if he was well, was told that Mr. Glover
was under difficulties on account of some losses in
trade, which had so discouraged him, that he was
ashamed to appear in his highness’s presence.
The prince replied, “ I am sorry for it; and pre-
senting a bank note of 500l to a gentleman who
stood by, added, ¢ Carry this to Mr. Glover, as a
small testimony of my affection; and assure him
from me, that I sympathise in his affliction, and
shall be always glad to see him.”

In the time of the proscription by the triumvirate
at Rome, a grievous punishment was denounced
against any person who should conceal or any way
assist the proscribed; on the other hand, great re-
wards were promised to those who. should discover
their hiding-places. Marcus Varro, -the philoso-
pher, was in_the list of persons proscribed; at
which time his dear friend Calenus tenderly re-
ceived and concealed him several daysin hishouse;
and though Antony came often thither, to walk
and converse, yet was Calenus never affrighted
nor changed his mind, though he daily saw other
men punished or rewarded according to the pur-
port of the sanguinary edict. -

At the battle of Philippi, when Brutus, after the
rout of his army, was in hazard of falling into the
hands of his. enemies, his bosom friend Lucilius
gave him an opportunity to escape, calling out,
¢« [ am Brutus; lead me to Antony.” Being con-
ducted to Antony, he spoke with great resolution:
“ I have employed this artifice,” said he, that
Brutus might not fall alive into the hands of his
enemies. The cods will never permit that fortune
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shall triumph so far over virtue. In spite of for-
tune, Brutus will always be found, dead or alive,
1n a situation worthy of his courage.” Antony,
admiring the firmness of Lucilius, said to him,
“You merit a greater reward than it is in my
power to bestow. [ have just now been informed
of the death of Brutus; and, as your fidelityto
him-is now at an end, I beg earnestly to be re-
ceived in his place; love me as you did him; [
wish no more.” Lucilius engaged himself to An-
tony ; and maintaining the same fidelity to him
that he had done to Brutus, adhered to him when
he was abandoned by all the world.

Damon being condemned to death by Dionysius,
tyrant of Syracuse, obtained liberty to visit his wife
and children, leaving his friend Pythias as a pledge
for his return, on condition, that if he failed, Py-
thias should suffer in his stead. Damon not hav-
ing appeared at the time appointed, the tyrant had
the curiosity to visit Pythias in prison. = ¢ What
a fool was you,” said he, “ to rely on Damon’s
promise! How could you imagine that he would
sacrifice his life for you, or for any man?”  « My
lord,” said Pythias, with a firm voice and noble
aspect, ““ I would suffer a thousand deaths rather
than my friend should fail in any article of ho-
nour. He cannot fail; I am confident of his vir-
tue as of my own existence. But I beseech the
gods to preserve his life. Oppose him, ye winds!
disappoint his eagerness, and suffer him not to ar-
rive till my death has saved a life of much greater
consequence than mine, necessary to his lovel
wife, to his little innocents, to his friends, to his
country. Oh! let me not die the most cruel of
deaths in that of my Damon.” Dionysius was
confounded and awed with the magnanimity of
these sentiments. He wished to speak ; he hesi-
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tated; he looked down, and retired in silence. The
fatal day arrived. Pythias was brought forth; and,
with an air of satisfaction, walked to the place of
execution. He ascended the scaffold, and address-
ed the people: “ My prayers are heard, the gods
are propitious; the winds have been contrary ; Da-
mon could not conquer impossibilities: he will be
here to-morrow, and my blood shall ransom that
of my friend.” As he pronounced these words, a
murnur arose, a distant voice was heard; the
crowd caught the words, and ¢ Stop, stop execu-
tion!” was repeated by everyperson. A mancame
at full speed. In the same instant he was off his
horse, on the scaffold, and in the arms of Pythias.
“ You are safe,” he cried, “ you are safe, my
friend, my beloved; the gods be praised; you are
safe.” Pale, cold, and half speechless,in the arms
of his Damon, Pythias replied in broken accents,
“ Fatal haste cruel impatience what en-
vious powers have wrought impossibilities against
your friend? But [ will not be wholly disappoint-
ed: since I cannot die.to save you, I will die to
accompany you.” Dionysius heard, and beheld
with astonishment; his eyes were opened; his
heart was touched ; and he could no longer resist
the power of virtue; he descended from his throne,
and ascended the scaffold. ¢ Live, live, ye in-
comparable pair. Ye have demonstrated the ex-
istence of virtue, and consequently, of a God who
rewards it. Live happy; live renowned; and as
vou have invited me by your example, formn me
by your precepts, to participate worthily of a
friendship so divine.”

The Cardinal d’Amboise, minister to Louis XI11I.
of France, and archbishop of Rouen, buiit a mag-
nificent palace in that city, which was finished be-
fore it was observed that it was surrounded with
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land that did not belong to the bishoprick; and
that there was no room for gardens nor offices.—
The proprietor of the land adjacent made an offer
of it to the cardinal. And the cardinal enquiring
what was hismotiveforsellingit? ¢ The pleasure,”
answered the gentleman, ¢ ofaccommodating your
lordship.” ¢ If you have no other motive,” “said
the cardinal, “ keep your land.” “1I am fond of
my land,” replied the gentleman; ¢ but a neigh-
bour has made proposals to me for my daughter,
and I cannot answer his demands without sellin
my estate.” ‘ May younotborrow from a friend >
said the cardinal:  frugality will enable you to
make payment without selling yourestate.” ¢ Ah1”
replied the gentleman, “ I have no friend from
whom 1 can expect such a favour.” ¢ Have a
better opinion of your friends,” replied the cardi-
nal, holding oat his hand; “ Rank me among your
friends, and you shall have the money.”  "The
gentleman falling on his knees, returned his thanks
by tears. 'The cardinal said, that he had acquired
a friend, which was better than land.

After the Revolution, letters were intercepted
from the Earl of Godolphin to the dethroned kino.
This was a crime against the state; but not a crime
to be ashamed of. The earl at the same time was
a man of approved virtue. These circumstances

-prompted the following course. King William,
in a private conference, produced the earl’s letters
tohim; commended his zeal for his former master,
however blind it might be; expressed a fondness
to have the earl for his friend ; and at the same
moment burnt the letters, that the earl might not
be under any constraint. This act of generosity
gained the earl’s heart, and his faithful services,
ever after. The circumstances here made the earl
certain of the king’s sincerity. At the same time,
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the burning of the letters, which were the only evi-
dence against him, placed him in absolute security,
and left no motive to action but gratitude alone.
Two youngscholars of Etonschool, oneof whom
was the late Lord Baltimore, went out a shooting,
and were detected in that unpardonable offence by
one of the masters. He came up quickly enough
to one of them to discover his person; the other,
perhaps having quicker heels, got off unknown.
The detected culprit was flogged pretiy severely,
and threatened with repetitions of the same discip-
line if he did not discover his companion. This,
however, he persisted in refusing, in spite of re-
iterated punishment. His companion, who was
confined to his room at his boarding-house by a
sore throat (which he had got by leaping into a
ditch to escape the detection of the master), on
hearing with what severity his friend was treated
on his account, went into school, with his throat
wrapped up, and nobly told the master, that he
was the boy that was out a shooting with the
young man who, with such a magnanimous per-
severance, had refused to give up his name.
- Lord Stanhope was at Eton school with one of
the Scots noblemen who were condemned after the
Rebellion in 1715. He requested the life of his
old school-fellow (whom he had never seen since
that time) of the Privy Council, while they were
deliberating upon the signing of the warrant of
execution of these unfortunate noblemen. His
request was refused, till he threatened to give up
his place, if the council did not comply with it.
This menace procured him the life of his associate
in early life, to whom he afterwards sent a hand-
some sum of money.
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"GAMING.

SENTIMENTS.

The strong desire shall né’er decay,
Who plays to win, shall win to play ;
The breast where Love had planw’'d his reign,
Shall burn unquench’d with lust of gain;
And all the charms that wit can boast
In dreams of " bitter luck be lost! -
Thus, neither innocent nor gay,
. L'he useless hours shall fleet awoay:
While Time o’erlooks the trivial strife,
And, scoffing, shakes the sands of lfe.

GAMING is pregnant with almost every evil, and
the fatal source of miseries the most distressful to
man. Wealth, happiness, and every thing valua-
ble, are too often sacrificed to it, [t rends asunder
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the bands of friendship and the ties of love. The
wife once loving and beloved, is made wretched
for life; and the sweet babes, that hung with de-
lightful fondness around the knees, are thrown
upon the cold charity of their relations, who per-
haps_will teach them to lisp out curses on their
parents’ memory.

Men who have ruined themselves by playing
are glad to join the very scoundrels that de-
stroyed them, and live upon the spoil of others.
Estates are now almost as frequently made over by
whist and hazard, as by deeds and settlements;
and the chariot of many of our ladies of fashion
may be said to “ roll upon the four aces.”

Gamesters generally lose their temper and hu-
manity with their money, and grudge their fami-
lies the wecessaries of life, while they themselves
are squandering thousands.

Gaming, like French liberty, levels all distinc-
tions. The peer and his valet, the man of honour
and a swindler, may happen to sit at the same ta-
ble; and a looker-on cannot distinguish the man
of rank from a sharper sprung from the very dregs
of the vulgar. :

EXAMPLES.

A man of pleasure; a peyson of high birth, and
high spirit; of great parts, and strong passions ;
every way accomplished, not least in iniquity ; by
his unkind treatment was the death of a most amia-
ble wife; his gaming, love of pleasure, and great
extravagance, at length. disinherited his only
child.

The sad evening before he died (says our author)
I was with him.  No one else was there but his
physician and an intimate, whom he loved, and
whom he had ruined.

G
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At my coming in, he said, “ You and the phy-
sician are come too late; [ have neither life nor
hope! You both aim at miracles: you would raise
the dead.”

Refusing to hear any thing from me, or take any
thing from the physician, he lay silent, as far as
sudden darts of pain would permit, till the clock
. struck. Then, with vehemence, he exclaimed,
“ Oh, time, time! it is fit thou shouldst thus
strike thy murderer to the heart. How art thou
fled for ever! A month! oh, for a single week! [
ask not for years; though an age were too little
for the much I have to do. Pray, you that can.
I never prayed; 1 cannot pray; nor need I. Is
not Heaven on my side already? It closes with
my conscience; its severest strokes but second
my own.”

His friend being much touched, even to tears,
at this, (who could forbear?! I could not,) with
a most affectionate look he said— Keep these
tears for thyself: I have undone thee. Dost
weep for me? That’s cruel. What can pain me
more?”’ ;

Here his friend, too much affected, would have
left him.’ :

“ Noj stay: Thou still mayst hope; therefore
hear me. How madly have | talked! How madly
hast thou listened and believed? But look on my
present state, as a full answer to thee, and to my-
self. This body 1s all weakness and pain; but my
soul, as if strong by torment to greater strength
and spirit, 1s full powerful to reason, full mighty
to suffer. And that, which thus triumphs within
the jaws of mortality, is doubtless imimortal. And
for a Deity, nothing less than an Almighty could
infiict what I feel! My soul, as my body, lies in
ruins; in scattered fragments of broken thought.
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Remorse for the past throws my thought on the
future: worse dread of the future strikes it back
on the past. I turn, and turn, and find no ray.
Didst thou feel half the mountain that is on me,
thou wouldst struggle with the martyr for his
stake, and bless heaven for the flames. That is
not an everlasting flame; thatis not an unquench-
able fire. My principles have poisoned my friend;
-my extravagance has beggared my boy; my un-
kindness has murdered my wife! And is there
another hell? Oh, thou blasphemed, yet most in-
dulgent Lord God! Hellitself is refuge, if it hides
me from thy frown.”

Scon after, his understanding failed. His ter-
rified imagination uttered horrors not to be re-
peated, or ever forgot. And ere the sun (which
[ hope has seen few like him) arose, the gay,
young, noble, ingenious, accomplished, and most
wretched Altamont expired. \

It is related of Mr. Locke, that being invited
to a company of the highest rank and first abili-
ties in the kingdom, and hearing cards called for
as soon as dinner was over, he retired thoughtful
to a window; and being asked the reason of his
seriousness, replied, ° He had not slept the fore-
going night, for the pleasure which their lord-
ships had given him to expeect from that day’s
conversation with men of the first character for
sense and genius; and hoped his sorrow for his
disappointment would be forgiven him.”  This
seasonable rebuke had the proper effect: the
game was instantly thrown up, and conversation
restored with a brilliancy suitable to the illustrious
assembly. ‘

In one of the principal cities in Europe lived
Lucius and Sapphira, blessed with a moderate for-
tune, health, mutual love, and peace of mind.
Their family consisted of two little darlings, a son
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and a daughter. They seemed to want for no-
thing as an addition to their happiness; nor were
they insensible of what they enjoyed; but ani-
mated with gratitude to Heaven, they were happy
mstruments of good to all about them. Towards
the close of the summer in 1765, Lucius happened
to be in company with some neighbouring gentle-
men, who proposed to -waste an hour or so at
cards; he consented, more in complaisance to the
taste of others than his own. Like other game-
sters, he met with a variety of fortune, (a variety
more seducing than a continuance either of good
or'bad,) and being warm with liquor, he was in-
considerately drawn in, before the company broke
up, to involve himself more than his fortune could
bear. The next day, on sober reflection, he could
not support the thoughts of that distress which
his folly had brought upon Sapphira and her little
innocents. He had not courage enough to ac-
quaint her with what had happened; and, whilst
1 the midst of pangs, to which he hitherto had
~ been a stranger, he was visited, and again tempt-
ed, by one of the last night’s company, to try his
fortune once more. In order to drown retlection,
and in hopes of recovering his loss, he flew to the
fatal place; nor did he leave it till he had lost his
all.  The consequence of this was, that the next
day, in indescribable despair, after writing to ac-
quaint Sapphira with what had happened, he shot
himself through the head. The news of this de-
prived the lady of her senses. She is (at least
was lately) confined in a mad-house; and the two
little innocents, destitute of parents and for-
tune, have a troublesome world to struggle with;
and are likely to feel all the miseries which po-
verty and a servile dependance entail upon the
wretched.

A young lady, who Jived in the north, was on
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the point of marriage with-a young gentleman, of
whom she was passionately fond, and by whom
she was as greatly beloved. She was at the same
time admired by a person of high rank, but whose
passion, as he was already married, was conse-
quently dishonourable. He was determined, how-
ever, at any rate, to indulge his diabolical lusts;
but the lady being a person of the strictest honour,
he was obliged to act with caution, and keep his
intentions' a secret. Knowing her propensity to
gaming, he laid a snare for her, into which she
tell, to the great diminution of her fortune. This
he, fiend-like, took care to have represented with
the most aggravated circumstances to the gentle-
man to whom she was engaged. Upon which his
friends painted to the young lover the dreadful
inconveniences of his taking a gamester to wife :
that poverty, disease, and probably dishonour to
his bed, were the likely consequences. In a word,
they so managed matters, as to break off the match.
The “ noble villain,” who occasioned the breach
between the lovers, notwithstanding, missed his
wicked ends: his addresses and proposals met
with the contempt and abhorrence which they de-
served. Yet, though she preserved her chastity—
a circumstance very precarious amongst female
gamesters—the loss of her intended spouse, on
whom she' had inviolably fixed her affections,
threw her into a decline, which, in a few months,
put a period to her’life.

The late Colonel Daniel (who took great plea-
sure in giving advice to young officers, guiding
them in their military functions, &c.) whenever
he was upon this article of gamning, used always to
tell the following story of himself, as a warning
to others; and to show that a little resolution may
conquer this absurd passion. During Queen



126 GAMING.

- Anne’s wars, he was an ensign in the English
army, then in Spain: but he was so absolutely
possessed by this evil, that all duty, and every
thing else which prevented his gratifying that dar-
ling passion, was grievous to him. "He scarce al-
lowed himself time to rest; or, if he slept, his
dreams presented packs of cards to his eyes, and
the rattling of dice to his ears. His meals were
neglected; or, if he attended them, he looked
apon that as so much lost time, swaliowed his
meat with precipitancy, and hurried to the gam-
ing-table again. For some time Fortune was his
friend ; and he was so successful, that he has often
spread his winnings on the ground, and rolled
himself upon them, in order that it might be said
of him, “ He wallowed in gold.” Such was his
life for a considerable time ; but, as he often said,
(and, we may presume, every considerate man will
Join with him,) it was the most miserable part
of it.” After some time he was ordered on the re-
cruiting duty ; and at Barcelona he raised 150 re-
cruits for the regiment ; though even this business
was left entirely to his serjeant, that he might be
more at leisure to attend his- darling passion.
After some changes of good and ill luck, Fortune
declared so openly against him, that in one un-
lucky ran he was totally stripped of the last far-
thing. In this distress he applied to a captain of
the same regiment with himself for a loan of ten
guineas ; which was refused with these words :
‘“ What! lend my money to a professed gamester ?
No, Sir; 1 must be excused : for, of necessity, |
must Jose either my money or my friend. [ there-
fore choose to keep my money.” After this
taunting refusal he retired to his lodging ; where
he threw himself upon the bed, to lay his thoughts
and his sorrows to a momentary rest during the
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heat of the day. A gnat, or some such insect,
~happening to bite him, he awoke; when his me-
lancholy situation immediately presented itself to
him in strong colours; without money, and no

rospect how to get any, to subsist himself and
Eis recruits to the regiment, who were then at a
great distance from him ; and should they desert
for want of their pay, he must be answerable for
it; and he could expect nothing but cashiering
for disappointing the queen’s service. He had
no friend; for he, whom he had esteemed such,
had not only refused to assist him, but had added
taunts to his refusal. He had no acquaintance
there; and strangers, he knew, would not let him
have so large a sum as was adequate to his real
necessity. This naturally led him to reflect seri-
ously on what had induced him to commence
gamester; and this he presently perceived was
idleness. He had now found the cause; but the
cure was still wanting. How was this to be effect-
ed, so as to preclude a relapse? Something must
be done; some method pursued, so etfectually to
employ his time, as to prevent his having any to
throw away on gaming. = In this state of mind it
occurred to him that the adjutancy of the regi-
ment was to be disposed of;; and this he deter-
mined to purchase, as a post the most likely to
find him 2 sufficient ard laudable way of passing
his time. He had letters of credit, to draw for
what sum he pleased for his promotion in the
army; but not to throw away idly, or to encou-
rage his extravagance. Thus far all was well;
but the main difficulty remained ; and he must
get (o the regiment before he could get any steps
toward the intended purchase, or draw for the sum
~ to make it with. W hile he was thus endeavour-
ing to fall upon some expedient to extricate him-
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self from this dilemma, his friend, the captain,

who had refused him in the morning, came to pay

him a visit,  After a very cool reception on the

colonel’s side the other began by asking him what
steps he intended to take to relieve himself from

the anxiety he plainly perceived he was in? The

colonel then told him all that he had been think-

ing upon that head ; and the resolution he had

made of purchasing the adjutancy as soon as he

could join the regiment. His friend then getting
up, and embracing him, said, “ My dear Daniel

I refused you in the morning in that abrupt man-

ner, in order to bring you 10 a sense of the dan-

gerous situation you were in, and to mmake you re-

flect seriously on the tolly of the way of life in

which you are engaged. | heartily rejoice that

it has had the desired effect. Pursue the laudable

resolution you have made; for be assured that

IDLENESS AND GAMING ARE THE RUIN OF

YOuTH. My interest, advice, and purse, are now

at your command. There ; take it, and please

yourself with what is necessary to subsist yourself
and the recruits.” = This presently brought the

colonel off the bed ; and the afternoon’s behaviour

entirely obliterated the harshness of the morning’s

refusal. He now viewed the captain in the agree-

able light of a sincere friend, and for ever after

esteemed and found him such. [n short, the co-

lonel set out with his recruits for the regiment,
where he gained great applause for his success }
which, as well as his comnission, he had well nigh
lost by one morning’s folly. He immediately so-
licited for, and purchased the adjutancy ; and
from that day never touched cards or dice, but
(as they ought to be used) merely for diversion,
or to unbend the mind after too elose an attention
to serious affairs.
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Lysander was the only son of Hortensius, a
gentleman of large fortune; who with a paternal
eye watched over his education; and suffered no
means to be neglected, which might promote his
future usefulness, honour, or happiness. Under
such tuition he grew up, improving in every ami-
able accomplishment. His person was graceful ;
and his countenance the picture of his'soul, lively,
sweet, and penetrating. By his own application,
and the assistance of suitable preceptors, he was
master of the whole circle of sciences; and no-
thing was now wanting to form the complete gen-
tleman, but travelling. The tour of Europe was
therefore resolved upon, and a proper person pro-
vided to attend him. Lysander and his tutor di-
rected their course to France ; and crossed the sea
at Dover, with an intention to pay their first visit
to Paris. Here Lysander had difficulties to sur-
mount, of which he was little apprised. He had
been bred in shades and solitude, and had no idea
of the active scenes of life. It is easy to imagine,
therefore, his surprise at being transported, as it
were, into a new world. He was delighted with
the elegance of the city, and the crowds of com
pany that resorted to the public walks. He
launched into pleasures ; and was enabled to com-
mit a thousand extravagancies, by the ample
supplies of money which a fond father allowed
him. In vain his tutor represented to him the
imprudence of his conduct; captivated with the
novelty of every thing around him, he was deaf
to all his remonstrances. He engaged in an in-
trigue with a woman of the most infamous cha-
racter; who in a short time reduced him to the
necessity of making fresh demands upon his fa-
ther.” The indulgent Hortensius, with a few re-
primands for his profusion, and admonitions te

G 2
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economy, remitted him considerable sums. But
these were not sufficient to satisfy an avaricious
mistress; and, ashamed to expose himself again
to his father, he had recourse to fortune. He
daily frequented the gaming tables; and, elated
with a trifling success at the beginning, gave up
every other pleasure for that of rattling the dice.
Sharpers were now his only companions, and his
youth and inexperience made him an easy prey
to their artifice and designs. His father héard of
his conduct with inexpressible sorrow. He in.
stantly called him home ; but, alas! the return to
his native country did not restore him to his na-
tive dispositions.” "The love of learning, genero-
sity, humanity, and every noble principle were
suppressed ; and in their place, the most detestable
avarice had taken root. The reproofs of a father,
so affectionate as Hortensius, were too gentle to
reclaim one confirmed in vicious habits.  He stjll
pursued the same unhappy course; and at length,
by his dissolute behaviour, put an end to the life
of the tenderest of parents. The death of Hor.
tensius had at first a happy effect upon the mind
of Lysander; and, by recalling him to a sense of
reflection, gave some room to hope for reforma-
tion. To confirm the good resolutions he had
formed, his friends urged him to marry. The pro-
posal not being disagreeable to him, he paid his
addresses to Aspasia; a lady possessed of beauty,
virtue, and the sweetest dispositions. So many
charms could not but im press a heart which filial
grief had already in some measure softened. He
loved and married her; and, by her prudent con-
duct, was prevailed upon to give up all the former
associates of his favourite vice. Two years passed
in this happy manner; during which time, Aspa-
sia blessed him with a son. The little darling had
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united in him all the father’s lustre, and the mo-
ther’s grace. -Lysander often viewed him with
streaming eyes of tenderness; and he would some-
times cry out, “ Only, my son, avoid thy father’s
steps, and every felicity will attend thee.” About
this time it happened that some business of im-
portance required his presence in London. There
he unfortunately met with the base wretches who
had been his old acquaintance; and his too easy
temper complying with their solicitations, again
he plunged into the abyss of vice and folly. As-
pasia wondering at the long absence of her hus-
band, began to entertain the most uneasy appre-
hensions for him. She wrote him a tender and
endearing letter; but no answer was returned.
Full of terror and anxiety, she went in person to
enquire after her Lysander. Long was it before
she heard the least tidings of him. At length, by
accident, finding his lodgings, she flew to his
chamber, with the most impatient joy, to embrace
a long-lost husband. But, ah! who can paint the
agony she felt, at the sight of Lysander weltering
in his gore, with a pistol clinched in his hand!
That very morning he had put an end to his
wretched being. A paper was found upon the
table, of his own hand writing, which imported
that he had entirely ruined himself, and a most
amiable wife and child; and that life was insup-
portable to him. '
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SENTIMENT.
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.

HUMANITY, or Mercy, is the first great attri-
bute of the Deity, “ who maketh his rain to fall
upon the just and unjust.” Consequently there
18 nothing that can bring a man to so near a like-
ness to his Maker.

A good-hearted man is easy in himself, and
studies to make others so; anda denial from himn
15 better relished by his obliging regret in doing
it, than a favour granted by another.

That scourge of the human race, War, is totally
repugnant to this generous attribute; but it pre-
sents innuinerable opportunities of its being exer-
cised ; and he who spares a cruel enemy when in
his power, gains more honour than by winning a
battle,
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EXAMPLES.

“ The senate of the Areopagites being assem-
bled together in a mountain, without any roof but
heaven, the senators perceived a bird of prey,
which pursued a little sparrow, that came to save
itself in the bosom of one of their company. This
man, who naturally was harsh, threw it from him
so roughly, that he killed it; at which the court
was offended, and a decree was made, to banish
him from the senate.” The judicious may ob-
serve, that this company, which was at that time
one of the gravest in the world, did it not for the
care they had to make a law concerning sparrows;
but it was to show, that clemency and a merciful
inclination were so necessary in a state, that a
man destitute of them was not worthy to hold any
place in the government; he having, as it were,
renounced humanity.

Marcus Antoninus, the philosopherand emperor,
excelled most other men in that excellent virtue,
as he manifestly showed in that glorious action of
his towards Avidius Cassius and his family, who
had rebelled against him in Egypt. For, as the
senate bitterly prosecuted Avidius and all his re-
lations, Antoninus, as if they had been his friends,
always appeared as an intercessor in their bebalf. .
Nothing can represent him herein so much to the
life, as to recite part of the oration which, upon
this occasion, was made by him in the senate, to
this purpose: ¢ As for what concerns the Cassian
rebellion, [ beseech you, Conscript Fathers, that,
laying aside the severity of your ceunsure, you will
preserve mine and your own clemency. Neither
let any man be slain by the senate, nor let an
man suffer that is a senator. Let not the blood of
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any patrician be spilt; let the banished return, and
the exiles be restored to their estates: I heartily
wish that I could restore those that are already
dead unto life again. Inan emperor, | could never
approve of the revenge of his own injuries, which,
however, it may be oftentimes Just, yet, for the
most part, if not always, it appears to be cruel.
You shall therefore pardon the children, son-in-
law, and wife of Avidias Cassius. But why do I
say pardon them, since there are none of them that
have done amiss? Let them live therefore, and let
them know that they live in security under Mar-
cus. Let them live in the enjoyment of their pa-
trimony, and in the possession of their garments,
their gold and silver; and let them be not onlyrich,
butsate. Let them have the freedom to transport
themselves into all places as they please; that,
throughout the whole world, and in the sight of all
people, they may bear along with them the true and
unquestionable instance of yours and my clemen-
cy.” This oration was so pleasing to the senate
and populace of Rome, that they extolled the hu-
manity of Marcus with infinite praises. '
Alphonsus, king of Naples and Sicily, was all
goodness and mercy. He had besieged the city
of Cajeta, that had insolently rebeiled against him ;
and the city, being distressed for want of neces-
sary provisions, put forth' all their old men, wo-
men, and children, and such as were u nserviceable,
and shut their gates against them. The king’s
council advised that they should not be permitted
to pass, but should be forced back again into the
city ; by which means, he would speedily become
the masterof it. The king, pitying the distressed
multitude, suffered them to depart, though he
knew 1t would occasion the protraction of the
siege. But, when he could not take the city, some
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were so bold as to tell him, that it had been his
own, in case he had not dealt in this manner.
“ But,” said the king, ¢ I value the safety of so
many persons at the rate of a hundred Cajetas.”
Augustus Casar, walkingabroad with Diomedes,
his freed man, a wild boar had broken the place of
his restraint, and seemed to run directly towards
Augustus. The freed-man, in whom, at that time,
there was more of fear than of prudence, consult-
ing his own safety, took hold of the emperor, and
placed him before himself: yet Augustus never dis-
covered any sign of anger or offence at what he did.
C. Julius Czsar was not more tamous for his
valour in overcoming his enemies, than he was for
his clemency ; wherein, at once, he overcame both
them and himself. Cornelius Phagita, one of the
bloody emissaries of Sylla, in the civil dissention
between him and Marius, industriously hunted out
Cwzsar, as one of the Marian party, from all his
lurking holes, at last took him, and was with diffi-
culty persuaded to let him escape at the price of
two talents. When the times changed, and it was
in his power to be severely revenged of this man,
he never did him the least harm, as one that could
not be angry with the winds when the tempest was
over. L. Domitius, an old and sharp enemy of
his, held Corfinium against him, with thirty co-
horts: there were also with him very many senators,
knights of Rome, and the flower and strength of
the Pompeian party. Cesar besieged thetown,
and the soldiers talked of surrendering both the
town and themselves to Caesar. Domitius, des-
pairing of any mercy, commanded a physician of
his to bring him a cup of poison. 'Lhe physician,
knowing he would repent it upon the appearance
of Ceesar’s clemency, gave him, instead ot poison,
a soporiferous potion. The town being surrender-
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ed, Ceasar called all the more honourable persons
to his camp, spoke civilly to them, and, having
exhorted them to peaceable and quiet counsels,
sent them away in safety, with whatsoever was
theirs. When Domitius heard of this, he repent-
ed of the poison he supposed he had taken ; but,
being freed of that fear by his physician, he went
out unto Ceasar, who gave him his Tife, liberty, and
estate. In the battle of Pharsalia, as he rode to
and fro, he cried, “ Spare the citizens!” nor were
any killed, but such only as continued to make re-
sistance.  After the battle, he gave leave to every
man of his own side to save one of the contrary :
and, at last, by his edict, gave leave to all whom he
had not yet pardoned, to return in peace to Italy,
to enjoy their estates, honours, and commands.
When he heard of the death of Pompey, which was
caused by the villany of others, so far was he from
exulting, that he broke out into tears, and prose-
cuted his murderers with slaughter and blood.
During the retreat of the famous King Alfred, at
Athelney, in Somersetshire, after the defeat of hjs
forces by the Danes, the following circumstance -
happened; which, while it convinces us of the ex-
tremities to which that great man was reduced,
will give a striking proof of his pious and benevo-
lent disposition. A beggar came to his little castle
there, and requested alms; when his queen inform-
ed him that they had only one small loaf remain-
ing, which was insufficient for themselves and their
friends, who were gone abroad in quest of food,
though with little hopes of success.  The king re-
lied, “ Give the poor Christian the one half of
the loaf. He that could feed five thousand men
with five loaves and two fishes, can certainly make
that half of the loaf suffice for more than our ne-
cessities.”” Accordingly, the poor man was re
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lieved ; and this noble act of charity was soon
recompensed by a providential store of fresh pro-
visions, with which his people returned.

Louis the Ninth, on his return to France with
his queen and his children, was very near being
shipwrecked, some of the planks of the vessel hav-
ing started ; and he was requested to go into ano-
ther ship, which was in company with that which
carried them. He refused to quit his own ship,
and exclaimed, ¢ Those that are with me most as-
suredly are as fond of their lives as I can possibly
be of mine. If I quit the ship, they will likewise
quit it; and the vessel not being large enough to
receive them, they will all perish. I had much
rather intrust my life, and those of my wife and
children,into the hands of God,than be the occasion
of making so many of my brave subjects perish.”

Henrietta Maria, queen of Charles the First, as
she was walking out northward of the city of Exe-
ter, soon after her lying-in, stopped at the cottage
of a poor woman, whomshe heard making doleful
cries. She sent one of her train to enquire what
it might be which occasioned them. 'I'he page
returned, and said the woman was sorrowing grie-
vously, because her daughter had been two days
in the straw, and was almost dead for want of
nourishment, she having nothing to give her but
water, and not being able, for the hardness of the
times, to get any thing. On this the queen took
a small chain of gold (rom her neck, at which hung
an Agnus. She took off the Agnus, and put it in
her bosom; and, making the woman be called to
her, gave her the chain, and bade her go into the
city, to a goldsmith, and sell it; and, with the mo-
ney, to provide for the good woman in the straw.

Sir Philip Sidney, at the battle near Zutphen,
displayed the most undaunted courage. He had
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two horses killed under him; and, whilst mounting
a third, was wounded by a musket-shot out of the
trenches, which broke the bone of his thigh. He
returned about a mile and a half, on horseback,
to the camp; and, being faint with the loss of
blood, and probably parched with thirst, through
the heat of the weather, he called for drink. It
was presently brought him; but, as he was putting
the vessel to his mouth, a poor wounded soldier,
who happened to be carried by him at that in-
stant, looked up to it with wishful eyes. The gal-
lant and generous Sidney took the bottle from his
mouth, just when he was going to drink, and de-
livered it to the soldier, saying, “ Thy necessity
1s yet greater than mine.”

Richard Cromwell, son of Oliver Cromwell, is
said to have fallen at the feet of his father, to beg
the life. of his sovereign, Charles I. In the same
spirit of humanity, when Colone! Howard told him,
on his father’s death, that nothing but vigorousand
violent measures could secure the protectorate to
him, and that he should run no risk, as himself
would be answerable for the consequences, Richard
replied, “ Every one shall see that [ will do nobody
-any harm : I have never done any, nor ever will.
I shall be much troubled, if any one is injured on
my account ; and, instead of taking away the life
of the least person in the nation, for the preserva-
tion of my greatness, (which is a burthen to me),
I would not have one drop of blood spilt.”

King George I1. was very anxious to save the
life of Dr. Cameron, against whom execution was
awarded for treason, five years after the act of at-
tainder. When he was desired to sign one of the
death warrants, for a similar offence, he said, in
the true spirit of mercy that has ever distinguished
his illustrious house, “ Surely there has been too
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much blood already spilt upon this occasion!”
This prince seemed to have none of that love of
individual and distinct property which has mark-
ed the character of many sovereigns. His majes-
ty camne one day to Richmond Gardens; and find-
ing the gates of them locked, while some decently-
dressed persons were standing on the outside,
called for the head gardener, in a great passion,
and told him to open the door immediately : “ My
- subjects, Sir,” added he, « walk where they please.”
"The same gardener complaining to him, one day,
that the company in Richmond Gardens had taken
up some of the flower-roots and shrubs that were
planted there, his only reply was, shaking his cane
at him, ¢ Plant more, then, you blockhead you.”

Queen Caroline one day observing that her
daughter, the late Princess of Orange, had made
one of the ladies about her stand a long time, while
she was talking to her upon some trifling subject,
“indeed, till she was almost ready to faint, was re-
solved to give her a practical reprimand for her il
behaviour, that should have more weight than
verbal precept. When the princess, therefore,
came to her in the evening, as usual, to read to
her, and was diawing herself a chair, to sit down,
the queen said, ¢ No, my dear, you must not sit
at present, for I intend to make you stand this
evening as long as you suffered Lady to re-
main to-day in the same position. She 1sa woman
of the first quality ; but, had she been a nursery-
maid, you should have remembered she was a
human creature, as well as yourself.”

The Duc de Montmorenci, one day, playing at
hazard, won a considerable sum of money. A
gentleman, standing near him, said to his triend,
<« That, now, is a sam which would pay all my
debts, and make me happy.” ¢ Would it so, Sir¢”
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replied the duke ; “ take it then ; I only wish that
it were more.” As the duke was walking one day
in the fields near Thoulouse, with another noble-
man, their discourse turned upon the happiness of
men in different situations ; and whetﬁer those
were most to be envied, who were in eminent, or
those who were in low situations of life.; % Ho 17
says the duke, on observing three or four peasants,
who were making their frugal meal under a tree,
“ these men shall settle the point for us.” He
comes up to them, and, accosting them in his usual
gracious manner, says, “ My friends, are you hap-
Py? Pray tell me.” "Three of them told him, that,
confining their happiness to a few acres which
they had received from their ancestors, they de-
sired nothing farther: the fourth said, that all that
he wished, was to be able to regain the possession
of a part of his patrimony, which had passed into
other hands, by the misfortunes of some of his
family. « Well, then, my friend, if you had it
again, you think you should be happy #”  « As
happy, my lord duke, I think, as a man can possi-
bly be in this world.” “ What would it cost you
to recover it?” “ Two thousand livres, Sir.”
“ Well, then,” said the duke, turning to one of
~ his attendants, « present him with the money, that
I may say I have had the satisfaction to-day of
making one person happy.” .

A very similar anecdote is told of the late Beau
Nash, of Bath, A gentleman of broken fortune
one day sanding behiad his chair, as he was play-
ing a game of picquet for 2001, and observing with
what indifference he won the mouney, could not
avoid whispering these words to another, who
stood by ; “ Heavens! how happy would all that
money make me !” Nash, overhearing him, clap-
. ped the money into his hand, and cried, “ Go,and
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be happy!” An instance of his humanity is told
us in the Spectator, though his name is not men-
tioned. When he was to give in some official ac-
counts, among other articles, he charged, “ For
making one man happy, 10L.” Being questioned
about the meaning of so strange an item, he
frankly declared, that, happening to overhear a
poor man declare to his wife and a large family of
children that 10l. would make him happy, he could
not avoid trying the experiment. He added, that
if they did not chuse to acquiesce in his charge,
he wasready to refund the money. His employers,
struck with such an uncommon instance of good
nature, publicly thanked him for his benevolence,
and desired that the sum might be doubled,
as a proof of their satisfaction. In the severe
winter of 1739, his charity was great, useful, and
extensive.  He frequently at that season of cala-
mity, entered the houses of the poor, whom he
thought too proud to beg, and generously relieved
them. But, of all the instances of Nash’s bounty, -
none does him more real honour, than the pains
he took in establishing an hospital at Bath, Itis
with pain we add, after this, that in the evening
of his life, he stood in want of that charity which
he had never refused to any one.

Frederick, king of Prussia, one day rang his bell,
and nobody answered; on. which he opened his
door, and found his page fast asleep in an elbow
chair. He advanced toward him, and was going
to awaken him, when he perceived part of a letter
hanging out of his pocket. His curiosity prompt-
ing him to know what it was, he took it out and
read it. It was a letter from this young man’s
mother, in which she thanked him for having sent
her part of his wages to relieve her in her misery,
and finished, with telling him that God would
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reward him for his dutiful affection. The king,
atter having read it, went back softly into his
chamber, took a bag, full of ducats, and slipped it,
with the letter, into the page’s pocket. Returnin
to the chamber, he rang the bell so loudly, that 1t
awakened the page, who instantly made his ap-
pearance. “ You have had a sound sleep,” said
the king. The page was al a loss how to excuse
himself; and, putting his hand into his pocket,
by chance, to his utter astonishment, he ‘there
found a purse of ducats. He took it out, turned
pale, and, looking at the king, shed a torrent of
tears, without being able to utter a single word.
« What is that?” said the king: “ what is the mat-
ter?”’—< Ah, Sire!” said the young man, throw-
ing himself on his knees, “ somebody seeks my
ruin! I know nothing of this money, which I have
just found in my pocket!” ¢ My young friend,”
replied Frederick, “ God often does great things
for us, even in our sleep. Send that to your mo-
ther; salute her on my part, and assure her that [
will take care of both her and you.”
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SENTIMENTS.

Seest thou a man diligent in his business, he shall
stand before kings, he shall not stand before mean
men.

A MAN who gives his children a habit of 1ndus-

try, provides for them better than by giving them

a stock of money.

- Industry accomplishes things that, to the idle
and indolent, appear impossibilities.

The active do commonly more thun they are
obliged to da; the indolent do less.

The man who, with industry and diligence, fills
up the duties of his station, is like the clear river,
which refines as it flows, and gladdens and ferti-
lizes every land through which it glides.

To strive with difficulties, and to conquer them,
is the highest human felicity; thenextis to strive,
and deserve to conquer. '
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No man can be happy in total idleness. He thai
should be condemned to lie torpid and motionless,
would fly for recreation to the mines and the gallies.

The hand of the diligent maketh rich; but the
soul of the sluggard desireth, and hath nothing.

“ The devil,” says a Spanish proverb, tempts
every man, butan idle man tempts the devil.”

The bread gained by industry is the sweetest,
because 1t is eaten with satisfaction.

"EXAMPLES. f

Horace, a celebrated Roman poet, relates that
a countryman, who wanted to pass a river, stood
loitering on the banks of it, in the foolish expec- .
tation that a current so rapid would soon discharge
1ts waters. But the stream still flowed, increased,
perhaps, by fresh torrents from the mountains ;
and it must for ever flow, because the sources
from which it is derived are inexhaustible.

Thus the idle and irresolute youth trifles over his
books, or wastes in play his precious moments;
deferring the task of improvement, which, at first,
is easy to be accomplished, but which will become
more and more difficult, the longer it be neglected.

At Athens there were two poor young men,
Menedemes and Asclepiades, who were greatly
addicted to the study of philosophy. They had
no visible means of support, yet kept up their
plight and colour, Jooked hale, well, and in good
condition.  The judges had information given
them of the retired life of these two, and of their
neither having any thing to live on, nor apparent-
ly doing any thing to maintain themselves: con-
sequently, as they could not live without suste-
nance, it was inferred that they must have some
clandestine means of subsisting. Upon this ground
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of information, the young men were summoned
before the judge, and ordered to answer to the
charge. One of the accused, after saying that
little credit was given to what a man could urge
in his own defence, (it being natural to believe
that every criminal will either deny or extenuate
the crimes he is charged with), and, adding that
the testimony of a disinterested person was not
liable to suspicion, desired that acertain baker,
whom he named, might be summoned, and an-
swer for them. Accordingly the baker, being
come, declared that the young men under exa-
mination took it by turns to grind his corn every
night; and that, for the night’s work, he every
morning paid the young man who ground at the
hand-mill a drachma; that is, about a groat.
The judges, surprised at their abstinence and in-
dustry, ordered, as a reward of their virtue, that
200 drachmas should be paid them out of the
public money.

“ Pray, of what did your brother die ?” said the
Marquis Spinoli, one day, to Sir Horace Vere,
“ He died, Sir,” replied he, « of having nothing
to do.” ¢ Alas; Sir,” said Spinoli, * that is
enough to kill any general of us all.” :

Montesquieu says, “ We in general place idle-
ness among the beatitudes of heaven; it should ra-
ther, 1 think, be put amidst the torments of hell.”

That famous disturber and scourge of mankind,
Charles the Twelfth, of Sweden, used to say “ that,
by resolution and perseverance, a man might do
every thing.” Now, though we may net entirely
agree with his majesty, so far, at least, we may
venture to observe, that €very man may, by unre-
mitting application and endeavours, do much
more than, at the first setting out, he thought it
possible that he ever could do. -

H
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A gentleman was under close confinement in
the Bastile seven years, during which time he
amused himself in scattering a few small pins
about his chamber, gathering them up again, and
placing them in different figures on the arm of a
great chair.  He often told his friends, afterwards,
that unless he had found out this piece of exercise, .
he verily believed he should have Jost his senses.

Sir William Temple, in his Heads for an Essay
on the different Conditions of Life and Fortune,
pleasantly tells us of “ An old man near the Hague,
who,” says he, < served my honse from his dairy,
and grew so rich, that he gave it over, bought a
house, and furnished it, at the Hague, resolving to
live at ease the rest of his life; but, at length,
grew so weary of being idle, that he sold it, and
returned again to his dairy.”

“ Love labour,” cried a philosopher: ¢ if you
do not want it for food, you may for physic.” The
_idle man is more perplexed what to do, than the
industrious in doing what he ought. Action keeps
the soul in constant health; but idleness corrupts
and rusts the mind; and he that follows recrea-
tions, instead of his business, shall, in a little
time, have no business to follow.

Demosthenes is an immortal instance of the no-
blest perseverance; the only virtue that is crown-
ed. He was extremely affected with the honours
which he saw paid to the orator Callistratus; and
still more, with the supreme power of eloquence
over the minds of men; and, not being able to
resist its charms, he gave himself wholly up to it,
tfrom thenceforth renounced all other studies and
pleasures, and, during the continuance-of Callis-
- tratus at Athens, he never quitted him, but made
all the improvement he could from his precepts.
The first essay of his eloquence was against his
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guardians, whom he obliged to refund a part of
his fortune. Encouraged by this event, he ven-
tured to speak before the people, but with very
ill success. He had a weak voice, a thick way of
speaking, and a very short breath ; notwithstand-
ing which, his periods were so long, that he was of-
ten obliged to stop in the midst of them for respi-
ration. This occasioned his being hissed by the
whole audience. As he withdrew, hanging down
his head, and in the utmost confusion, Satyrus, one
of the most excellent actors of those times, who
was his friend, met him ; and, having learnt from
himself the cause of his being so much dejected,
assured him that the evil was not without remedy,
and thathis case wasnotso'desperateasheimagined,
He desired him to repeat some of the verses of So-
phocles and Euripides to him ; which he did. Sa-
tyrus spoke them after him; and gave them such
graces, by the tone, gesture, and $pirit with which
he pronounced them, that Demosthenes himself
found them quite different from what they were in
his own manner of speaking. He perceived plainly
what he wanted, and applied himself strenuously to
theacquiring of it. His efforts to correct his natu-
ral defect of utterance, and to perfect himself in
pronunciation, seem almost incredible; and prove,
as Cicero remarks, that an industrious perseverance
can surmount almost all things. He stammered to
such a degree, that he could not pronounce some
letters; among others, that with which the name of
“ Rhetoric,” the art he studied, begins. IHe was
alsoshort-breathed, asabove-mentioned. These ob-
staclesheovercameat length, by putting small peb-
bles into his mouth, pronouncing several verses in
that manner without interruption; and accompany-
ing 1t with walking, or going up steep and difficult
places: so that, at last, no letter made him hesitate;
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and his breath held out through the longest pe-
riods. He went also to the sea-side, and, whilst
the waves were in the most violent agitation, he
pronounced harangues, both to strengthen his -
volce, and to accustom himself, by the confused
noise of the waters, to the roar of the people, and
the tumultuous cries of public assemblies. ‘Demos-
thenes took no less care of his action than of his
voice. Hehad a large looking-glass in his house,
which served to teach him gesture, and at which
he used to declaim before he spoke in public. Te
correct a fault which he had contracted by an ill
habit of shrugging up his shoulders, he practised
standing upright, in a very narrow pulpit, or ros-
trum, over which hung.a halberd, in such a man-
ner, that if, in the heat of action, that motion
escaped him, -the point of the weapon might serve
at the same time to admonish and correct him.
His application to study was no less surprising.
Yo be the more removed from noise, and less sub-
Ject to distraction, he shut himself up in a small
room, under ground, sometimes for months to-
gether; and there it was, by the light of his lamp,
that he composed those admirable orations, which
were said, by those who envied him, to ¢ smell of
the oil;” toimply, that they were too elaborate.
Demosthenes heard them, and only told them, in
reply, “ It is plain that yours did not cost you so
much trouble.” He rose constantly very early in
the morning ; and wsed to say that he was sorry
when any workman was at his business before him
We may further judge of his extraordinary efforts
to acquire excellence of every kind, from the
- pains he took in copying Thucydides’s History
eight times with his own hand, in order to render
the stvle of that great man familiar to him. And
his labour was well bestowed ; for it was by these



INDUSTRY. ’ 149

means, that he carried the art of declaiming to
the highest degree of perfection of which it was
capable : whence it is plain he well knew its value
and 1mportance.

Varia Servilius, descended of a Pratorian fami-
ly, was remarkable for nothing but sloth and in-
dolence, in which he grew old and odious ; inso-
much, that it was commonly said, by such as
passed his house, Hic Varia situs est; Here lies
Varia: thus speaking of him as a person not only
dead, but buried, to all intents and purposes of
rational existence.

About fifty years ago, the small tervitory of
Cancar, known in the maritime-charts under the
name of Ponthiamas, was wholly uncultivated, and
almost destitute of inhabitants. A Chinese mer-
chant, commander of a vessel, which he employed
in commerce, frequented these coasts. Being a
man of that intelligent, reflective genius, which so
characteristically marks his nation, he could not,
without pain, behold immense tracts of ground
condemned to sterility, though naturally more
fertile than those which formed the riches of his
own country. He meditated, therefore, g plan for
their improvement. With this view, having first
of all hired a number of labourers, some Chinese,
others from neighbouring nations, he, with great
address, insinuated himself into the favour of the
most powerful princes; who, for a certain subsidy,
assigned him a guard for his protection. In the
course of his voyage to Batavia and the Philippine
Islands, he borrowed from the Europeans their
most useful discoveries and improvements, parti-
cularly the art of fortification and defence. With
regard to internal police, he gave the preference
to the Chinese. The profits of his commerce soon
enabled him to raise ramparts, sink ditches, and
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provide artillery. These preliminary precautions
secured him a coup de main, and protected him
tfrom the enterprises of surrounding nations. He
distributed the lands to his labourers, without the
least reservation of any of those duties, or taxes,
known by the name of services, or fines of aliena-
tion; duties which, by allowing no real property,
become the most fatal scourge to agriculture, and
suggest an idea which revolts against the common
sense of every wise nation. He provided his co-
lonists, at the same time, with all sorts of instru-
ments proper for the labour and improvement of
their grounds. In forming a labouring and com-
mercial people, he thought that no laws ought to
be enacted, but those which nature has established
for the human race in every climate: he made
those laws respected by observing them first him-
se}f, and exhibiting an example of simplicity, in-
dustry, frugality, humanity, and good faith. He
formed, therefore, no system of laws; but he did
wmore; he established morals. His territories soon
became the country of every industrious man, who
wished to settle there. His port was open to all
nations: the woods were cleared; the grounds ju-
diciously laboured, and sown with rice; canals,
cut from the rivers, watered their fields; and
plentiful harvests, after supplying them with sub-
sistence, furnished an object of extensive com-
merce.. The barbarians of the neighbourhood,
amazed to see abundance so suddenly succeed to
sterility, flocked for subsistence to the magazines
of Ponthiamas, whose dominions at this day are
considered as the most plentiful granary of that
part of Asia; the Malays, the Cochin-Chinese,
and the Siamese, whose countries are naturally so
tertile, considering this little territory as the most
certaln resource against famine.
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A gentleman in Surry had a farm worth 200l
per annum, which he kept in his own hands; but,
running out every year, he was necessitated to sell
half of it, to pay his debts, and let the rest to a
farmer for one-and-twenty years. Before the term
was expired, the farmer, one day, bringing his
rent, asked him if he would sell his land. ¢ V&hy,”
sald the gentleman, ¢ will you buy it?” “ Yes, if it
please you,” said the farmer. “ How!” returned
he, ¢ that’s strange! Tell me how this comes to
pass, that I could not live upon twice as much,
being my own; and you, upon:the half, though
you have paid rent for it, are able to buy it?”—
“ Oh! Sir,” said the farmer, “ but two words made
the difference: you said, Go; and I said, Come.”
— What’s the meaning of that?” says the gen-
tleman.— Why, Sir,” replied the other, “ you
lay in bed, or took your pleasure, and sent others
about your business; and I rose betimes, and saw
my business done myself.”

[t is said, in the history of the life of Lope de
Vega, a Spanish writer, that no less than 1800 co-
medies, the production of his pen, have been actu-
ally represented on the Spanish stage. His Autos
Sacramentales, a kind of sacred drama, exceed
400; besides which, there is a collection of his
poems, of various kinds, in 21 vols. 4to. He said -
of himself, that he wrote five sheets per day;
which, reckoning by the time he lived, has been
calculated to amount to }33,225 sheets. He some-
times composed a comedy in two days, which it
would have been difficult for another man to have
even copied in the same time. At Toledo he wrote
once five comedies in fifteen days, reading them,
as he proceeded, in a private house, to Joseph de
Valdevieso. Juan Perez de Montalvan relates that,
a comedy being wanted for the carnival at Madrid,
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Lope and he united to compose one as fast as they
could: Lope took the first act, and Montalvan the
second, which they wrote in two days; and the
third act they divided, taking eight sheets each.
Montalvan, seeing that the other wrote faster than
he could, says he rose at two in the morning, and,
having finished his part at eleven, he went to look
tor Lope, whom he found in the garden, looking
at an orange tree that was frozen; and, on en-
quiring what progress he had made in the verses,
Lope replied, “ At five I began to write, and
finished the comedy an hour ago ; since which, I
have breakfasted, written one hundred and fifty
other verses, and watered the garden, and am now
pretty well tired.” He then read to Montalvan the
eight sheets, and the one hundred and fifty verses.
' Gassendi, the celebrated philosopher, was, per-
haps, one of the hardiest students that ever existed.
In general; lie rose at three o’clock in the morn-
ng, and read or wrote till eleven, when he received
the visits of his friends. He afterwards, at twelve,
made a very slender dinner, at which he drank
nothing but water, and sat down to his books again
at three. There he remained till eight o’clock ;
when, after having eaten a very light supper, he
retired to bed at ten o’clock,

‘Queen Mary, wife of William the Third, used
to say that she looked upon idleness as the great
eorruptor of human nature, and believed, that if
~the mind had no employment given it, it would
create some of the worst to itself; and she thought
that any thing which might amuse and divert,
without leaving a dreg and impression behind it,
ought to fill up those vacant hours that were not
claimed by devotion or business. “ When her
eyes,” says Bishop Burnet, ¢ were endangered by
reading too much, she found out the amusement
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of work; and, in all those hours that were not
given to better employments, she wrought with
her own hands, and that, sometimes, with so con-
stant a diligence, as if she had been to earn her
bread by it. Her example soon wrought on not
only those that belonged to her, but the whole
town, to follow it; so that it was become as much
the fashion to work, as it had been to be idle.
Dr. Johnson says, in the Rambler, ¢ Whenever
chance brings within my observation a knot of
young ladies busy at their needles, I consider my-
self as in the school of virtue; and though I have
no extraordinary skill in plainwork or embroidery,
I look upon their operations with as much satis-
faction as their governess, because I regard them
as providing a security against the most dangerous
insnarers of the soul, by enabling themselves to
exclude idleness from their solitary moments; and,
with idleness, her attendant train of passions,
fancies, chimeras, fears, sorrows, and desires.
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SENTIMENTS.

He that's ungrateful has no gwilt but one ;
All other crimes may pass for virtues in him.

"THOSE who return evil for good, and repay
kinduness and assistance with hatred or neglect,
are corrupted beyond the common degrees. of
wickedness ; nor will he who has once been clear-
ly detected in acts of injury to his benefactor de-
serve to be numbered among social beings: he
tends to destroy confidence, to intercept sympa-
thy, and to blunt the generous intentions of the
benevolent to more grateful objects.

He who complains of favours withheld, will be
ungrateful when they are bestowed.



INGRATITUDE., 155

You may sooner expect a favour from him who
has already done you one, than from him to whom
you have done it.

Too great hurry in repaying an obligation is a
species of mglatltude

The ungrateful rejoice but once in the favours
they receive ; the grateful, always.

The ungxateful dmes except a benefit from
none; dares bestow it upon none.

EXAMPLES.
Cicero, flying for his life, was pursued by Heren-

nius and Popilius Lena. This latter, at the request
of M. Calius, Cicero had formerly defended with

equal care and eloquence; and, from a hazardous
and doubtful cause, sent him home in safety.
This Popilius, afterwards, (not provoked by Ci-
cero, in word or deed), of his own accord, asked
Antonius to be sent after Cicero, thcn\proscnbcd

to kill him.. Having obtained a licence for this
detestable employment, with great joy he speeded
to Cajeta, and there commands that person to
stretch out his throat, who was, (vot to mention
his dignity) the author of his safety, and deserved
the most grateful returns from him. Yet he did,
with grewt unconcernedness, cut off the head of
Roman eloquence, and the renowned right hand
of peace. With that barden, he returned to the
city ; nor, while he was so laden did it ever come
into bis 1hought that he canmd in his arms that
head, which had beretofore pleaded for the safety
of his.

Parmenio had served, with great fidelity, Philip,
the father of Alexander, as well as himself, for
whom he had first opened the way into Asia. He
had depressed Attalus, the king’s enemy ; he had
alwavs, in all hazards, the leading of the king’s
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vanguard : he was not less prudent in council, than
fortunate in all attempts: a man beloved of the
men of war; and, to say the truth, that had made
the purchase for the king of the empire of the East,
and of all the glory and fame he had. After he
had lost two of his sons in the king’s wars, Hector
and Nicanor, and another in torment npon suspi-
cion of treason, this great Parmenio Alexander
resolved to deprive of life by the hands of murder-
ers, without so much as acquainting him with the
cause; and could choose out no other to expedite
this unworthy business, but the greatest of Parme-
nio’s friends, which was Polydamus, whom he trust-
ed most and loved best, and would always have to
stand at his side in every fight. He and Cleander:
dispatched this great man, as he was reading the
king’s letter, in his garden in Media. So fell
Parmenio, who had performed many notable ex-
ploits without the king; but the king, without
him, did never effect any thing worthy of praise.
Philip, king of Macedon, had sent one of hjs
courtiers to sea, to dispatch something he had
given him in command: a storm came, and he was
shipwrecked ; but saved by one that lived there,
about the shore, in a little boat, wherein he was
taken up. He was brought to his farm, and there
entertained, with all civility and humanity ; and, .
at thirty days end, dismissed by him, and furnished
with somewhat to bear his charges. At his return,
be told the king of his wreck and dangers, but
nothing of the benefits he had received. The
king told him he would not be tamindful of his
fidelity, and the dangers he had undergone in his
behalf. He, taking the occasion, told the king he
had observed a little farm on the shore, and be-
sought him to bestow that on him, as a monument
of his escape, and reward of his service. The king
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ordered Pausanias, the governor, to assign him the
farm, to be possessed by him. The poor man,
being thus turned out, applied himself to the king,
told him with what humanity he had treated the
courtier, and what an ungrateful injury he had re-
turned him in lieu of it. The king; upon hearing
the cause, in great anger commanded the courtier
presently to be seized, and to be branded in the
forehead with these letters, “ Hospes ingratus ;
The ungrateful guest :” restoring the farm to its
proper owner. ' :

Henry Keeble, lord mayor of London, 1511, be-
sides other benefactions in his life-time, rebuilt
Aldermary church, which had run to ruin, and
bequeathed, at his death, one thousand pounds for
the finishing of it : yet, within sixty years after,
his bones were unkindly, nay, inhumanly, cast out
of the vault wherein they were buried, and his mo-
nument plucked down, for some wealthy person of
the present times to be buried therein.

Belisarius was general of all the forces under the
Emperor Justinian the First, a man of rare valour
andvirtue: hehad overthrown the Persians, Goths,
and Vandals ; had taken the kings of these people
in war, and sent them prisoners to his master ; he
bad recovered Silicia, Africa, and the greater part
of Italy. He had done all this with a small num-
ber of soldiers, and less cost: he restored militar
discipline, by his authority, when long lost; he
was allied to Justinian himself; and a man of that
uncorrupted fidelity, that, though he was offered
the kingdom of Italy, he refused it. This great
man, upon some jealousy and groundless suspicion,
was seized upon, his eyes put out, his house rifled,
his estate confiscated, and himsclf reduced to
that miserable state and condition, as. to go up and
down in the commen road, with this form of
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begging: ““ Give one halfpenny to poor Belisa-
rius, whom virtue raised, and envy hath over-
thrown.” :

Topal Osman, who had received his education
in the Seraglio, was, in the year 1698, about the
age of twenty-five, sent with the sultan’s orders to
the bashaw of Cairo. He travelled by land to
Said ; and being afraid of the Arabs, who rove
about plundering passengers and caravans, he em-
barked on board a Turkish vessel bound to Dami-
etta, a city on the Nile. In this short passage,
they were attacked by a Spanish privateer, and a
very bloody action eusued. Topal Osman here
gave the first proofs of that intrepidity by which
he was so often signalized afterwards. "The crew,
animated by his example, fought with great bra-
very ; but superior numbers at last prevailed,
and Osman was taken prisoner, after being dan-
gerously wounded in the arm and thigh.

Osman’s gallantry induced the Spanish captain
to pay him particular regard : but his wounds were
still in a bad way when he was carried to Malta,
where the privateer went to refit. The wound in
his thigh was the most dangerous, and he was lame
of it ever after; for which he had the name of
Topal, or cripple.

At that time Vincent Arnaud, a native of Mar-
seilles, was commander of the portat Malta ; who,
as his business required, went on board the priva-

‘teer as soon as she came to anchor. Osman no
sooner saw Arnaud, than he said to him, “ Can
you do a generous and gallant action? Ransom
me: and, take my word, you shall lose nothing
by it.” . Such a request, from a slave in chains,
was uncommon; but the manner in which it was
delivered made an impression upon the French-
man, who, turning to the captain of the privateer,

.
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asked what be demanded for the ransom. He an-
swered, 1000 sequins, (near 500l.) Arnaud, turn-
ing to Lhe Turk, said, ¢ [ know nothing of you?
and would you have me risk 1000 sequm» on your
word?” ¢ Each of us act in this,” replied the
Turk, ¢ with consistency. I am in chains, and
therefore try every method to recover my liberty,
and you may have reason to distrust the word. of
a stranger. [ have nothing at present buat my
bare word to give you; nor do I pretend to assign
any reason why you should trust toit. I can only
say, that if you incline to act a generous part, you
shall have no reason to repent.”  The commander,
upon this, went to make his report to the Grand
Master, Don Perellos. The air with which Osman
delivered himself wrought so upon Arnaud, that
he returned nnmedmte]v on board the ‘wpfml\h
vessel, and agreed with the captain for 600 sequins,
which he paid as the price of Osman’s liberty.
He put him on board a vessel of his own, and
provided him a surgeon, with every thing neces-
sary for his entertainment and cuare,

Osman had mentioned to his benefactor, that he
might write to Constantinople for the money he
had advanced; but, finding himself in the hands
of a man who had trusted so much to his honour,
he was emboldened to ask another favour: which
was, to leave the payment of the ransom entirely
to him. Arnaund discerned, that in such a case,
things were not to be done by halves.. He agreed
to the proposal with a good grace; and showed
him every other mark of oenel()slty and fr lendship.
Accordingly Osman, as soon as he was in a con-
dition, set out again upon his voyage.

The French colours now protected him from
the privateers. In a shorttime he reached Dami-
etta, and sailed up the Nile to Cairo. No sooner
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was he arrived there, than he delivered 1000 se-
quins to the master of the vessel, to be paid to his
benefactor Arnaud, together with some rich furs ;

nd he gave to the master himself 500 crowns as
a present. He executed the orders of the sultan
his master with the bashaw of Cairo ; and setting
out for Constantinople, was the first who brought
the news of his slavery.

The favour received from Arnaud in such cir-
cumstances made an impression upon a generous
mind too deep to be ever eradicated. During the
whole course of his life he did not cease; by letters
and otheracknowledgments, to testify his gratitude.

In 1715, war was declared between the Venetians
and Turks. The Grand Vizir, who had projected
the invasion of the Morea, assembled the Ottoman
army near the isthmus of Corinth, the only pass by
which the peninsula can be attacked by land. To-
pal Osman was charged with the command to force
the pass; which he not only executed successfully,
but afterwards took the city of Corinth by assault.
For this service he was rewarded by being made a
bashaw of two tails. The next year he served as
lieutenant-general under the Grand Vizir at the
siege of Corfu, which the Turks were obliged to
abandon. Osman staid three days before the
place, to secure and conduct the retreat of the
Ottoman troops.

In 1722 he was appointed seraskier (general in
chief) and had the command of the army in the
Morea. When the consuls of the different nations
came to pay tneir respects to him in this quality,
he distinguished the French by peculiar marks of
kindness and protection. “ Inform Vincent Ar-
naud,” says he, ¢ that I am the happier in my new
dignity, as it enables me to serve him. Let me
have his son in pledge of our friendship, and I will
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charge myself with making his fortune.” Accord-
ingly Arnaud’s son went into the Morea; and the
seraskier not only made him presents, but granted
him privileges and advantages in trade, which
soon puthim in a way-of acquiring an estate.

Topal Osman’s parts and abilitiessoon raised him
to a great command. IHe was made a bashaw of
three tails, and beglerbeg of Romania, one of the
greatest governments in the empire, and of the
greatest importance, fromits vicinity to Hungary.

His residence during his government was at
Nyssa. In the year 1727, Vincent Arnaud and bis
son waited upon him there, and were received with
the utmost tenderness. - Laying aside the bashaw
and governor, he embraced them, caused them to
be served with sherbet and perfumes, and made
them sit upon the same sopha with himself; an
honour rarely bestowed by a bashaw of the first
order, and hardly ever to a Christian. After these
marks of distinction, he sent them away loaded
with presents. e

In the great revolution that happened at Con-
stantinople, anno 1730, the Grand Vizir Lbrahim

erished. The times were so tumultuary, that one
and the same year had seen no fewer than three
successive vizirs. In September 1731, Topal Os-
man was called from his government to fill this
place; which, being the highest in the Ottoman
empire, and perhaps the highest that any subject
in the world enjoys, is always dangerous, and was
then gréatly so. He no sooner arrived at Con-
stantinople, to take possession of his new dignity,
than he desired the French ambagsador o inform
his old benefactor of his advancement; and that
he should hasten to Constantinople, while things
remained in the present situation; adding, that a
grand vizir seldom kept long in his station,
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In the month of January, 1732, Arnaud, with his
son, arrived at Const311tiiiople from Malta, bring-
ing with him variety of presents, and twelve Turks
whom he had ransomed from slavery. These, by
command of the vizir, were ranged in order before
him. Vincent Arnaud, now seventy-two years of
age, with his son, were brought betore Topal Os-
man, grand vizir of the Ottoman empire. He re-
ceived them in the presence of the great officers
of state with the utmost marks of aftection. Then
turning to those about him, and pointing to the
ransomed Turks, ¢ Behold,” says he, ¢ these your

_brethren, now enjoying the sweets of liberty, after
having groaned in slavery : this Frenchman'is their
deliverer. [ was inyself a slave, loaded with chains,
streaming with blood, and covered with wounds:
this is the man who redeemed and saved me this
is my master and benefactor : to him I am indebted
for life, liberty, fortune, and every thing I enjoy.
Without knowing me, he paid for me a large ran-
Som, sent me away upon my bare word, and gave
me a ship to carry me. Where is there a Mus-
selman capable of such generosity {”

While Osman was speaking, all eyes were fixed
upon Arnaud, who held the Grand Vizir's hands
closely locked between his own. The vizir then
asked both fatherand son many uestions concern-
ing their situation and fortune, heard their answers
with kindness and attention, and then ended with
an Arabic sentence, ALLan Krriv ! (the provi-
dence of God is great!) He made before. them
the distribution of the presents they had brought;
the greatest part of which he sent to the sultan,‘
the sultana mother, and the Kisler Aga (chief of
the black eunuchs ;) upon which the two French-
men made their obeisance and retired. :

After this ceremony was over, the son of the
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Grand Vizir took them to his apartments, where
he treated them with great kinduness. Some time
before they left Constantinople, they had a con-
ference in private with the vizir, who divested
himself of all state and ceremony. He let them
understand, that the nature of his situation would
not permit him to do as he desired, since a mini-
ster ever appears in the eyes of many to do nothing
without a view to his own particular interest; add-
ing, that a bashaw was lord and master of hisown
province; but that the Grand Vizir at Constanti-
nople had a master greater than himself. y

He caused them to be amply paid for the ran-
som of the Turks, and likewise procured them
payment of a debt which they Jooked on as des-
perate. He also made them large presents in
money, and gave them an order for taking a load=
ing of corn at Salonica; which was likely to be
Very prowitavie, as iné exportation of corn from
that part had been for a long time prohibited.

As his gratitude was withoat bounds, his liberal-
ity was the same. His behaviour to his benefac-
tor demonstrated that greatness of soul which
displayed itself in every action of his life. And
this behaviour must appear the more generous,
when it is considered what contempt and aversion
the prejudices of education create in a Turk
against Christians. :

The Marshal D’Armont, having taken Crodon,
in Bretagne, during the league, gave orders to put
every Spaniard to the sword who was found in
that garrison. Though it was announced death
to disobey the orders of the general, an English
soldier ventured to save a Spaniard. The English-
man was arraigned for this offence before a court-
martial, where he confessed the fact, and declared
himself ready to suffer death, provided they would
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spare the life of the Spaniard. The Marshal,

being surprised at such a conduct, asked the sol-
dier, how he came to be so much interested in
the preservation of the Spaniard.—¢ Because,
Sir,” replied he, ¢ in a similar situation, he once
saved my live.” The Marshal, greatly pleased
with the goodness of the soldier’s heart, granted
him pardon, saved the Spaniard’s life, and highly
extolled them both,
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SENTIMENTS.

She hath cast down many wounded: yea, manystrong
men have been slain by her.—Her house is the way
to Hell, going down to the chambers of Death.

LCICERO says, “ that there is not a more perni-
cious evil to' man than the lust of sensual pleasure,
the fertile source of every detestable crime, and the
peculiar enemy of the divine and immortal soul,”

If sensuality is pleasure, beasts are happier than
men. ‘

He that liveth in pleasure, is dead while he
liveth. E

Sensual pleasures enervate the soul, make fools
of the wise, and cowards of the brave; alibertine
life is not a life of liberty.

With assiduity and impudence men of all ages
. commence admirers; and it i1s not uncommon to
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hear one swear that he is expiring for love, when
all the world can perceive he is dying of old age.
Can any thing be more infamous or degrading to
human nature?

The libertine, or sensualist, is one of the lowest
characters. To obtain his ends, he must become a
liar, a reprobate, and, in short, a villain, that often
breaks all the commands of God, before he can
ruin the object he is in pursuit of. He does not
rush to destruction alone, but, like his great origi-
nal, drags others along with him to perdition.

Indulgenotdesire at theexpence of the slightest
article of virtue; pass once its limits, and you fall

“headlong into vice.

EXAMPLES.

It has been remarked of Augustus Casar, that
chastity was by no means his virtue; but if he
cast his eye on a beantifu]l woman, though her
husband were of the first quality in Rome, he
would immediately send his officers to bring her
to him, either by fair means or by force. The
philosopher Athenodorus, who had formerly been
preceptor to Tiberius, and was very intimate with
Augustus, took the following method to reform
this vice of the great man. When the emperor
one day had sent a letter for a certain noble lady,
of the house of the Camilli, the philosopher, fear-
ing some disaster might ensue, (her family being
very popular, and highly respected at Rome,)
went before to the lady’s palace; and acquainting
the parties concerned with it, the husband,
boiling with rage, threatened to stab the mes-
sengers of the emperor when they came. The
prudent philosopher, however, appeased his re-
sentment, and only desired a suit of the lady’s
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apparel, which was granted him. Te then put it
on, and, hiding his sword under his robes, entered
the litter, personating the lady. 'The messenger
~ knew no other, and carried him instantly into the
“emperor’s apartment ; who heightened with desire,
made haste to open the litter himself, when Athe-
nodorus, suddenly drawing his sword, leaped forth
upon him, saying, “ Thus mightest thou have been
murdered. Wilt thou never leave a vice attended
so evidently with much danger? Jealousy and
rage might have armed an husband, or substituted
an assassin, thus disguised, instead of thy faithful
friend; who might have laid hold of this opportu-
nity to deprive the republic of so gracious a prince,
But I have taken care of thy life; do thou hence-
forth take warning.” The emperor equally fright-
ened and surprised, testified himself pleased with
the philosopher’s stratagem; gave him ten talents
of ‘gold, thanking him for so seasonable a correc-
tion; and it is said, that from that time he began
to restrain his unlawful pleasures, and cultivate
a life more decent and suitable to his exalted
character.

A young Italian nobleman fell in love with a du-
chess of singular beauty, but knew not how to make
hersensibleof it: at length chance gave him an op-
portunity beyond hisexpectation. Oneevening, as
he returned from hawking, he passed through the
fields of the lady in question, bordering on the pa-
lace. The duke, her husband, and she were walk-
ing together as the younglord came by. Theduke,
seeing his train, and what game they had been pur-
suing, asked him some questions concerning their
sport, and, being of an hospitable disposition, in-
vited him into his palace to partakeof a collation.
He accepted the offer; and here commenced an
acquaintance, which in time made way for an as-
signation between the duchess and him, Accord-
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ingly he was let into the garden one night, and
conduacted privately to her chamber, where she
was beforehand ready to receive him. After some
compliments, ¢ my lord,” said the duchess, “ you
are obliged to my husband for this favour; who,
as soon as you were gone from our house, the
first time we saw you, gave you such commenda-
tions as made me conceive an immediate passion
for you.”— And is this true, madam:” demand-
ed the young nobleman, in astonishment; then,
far be it from me to be so ungrateful to my friend.”
With that he resumed his garments, which he had
begun to throw by, and instantly took his leave.
But, of all the instances we can meet with, in
reading or in life, where shall we find one so gene-
rous and honest, so noble and divine, as that of Jo-
seph in Holy Writ? ‘When his master had en-
trusted him so unreservedly, that, to speak in the
emphatical manner of the scripture, He knew
not aught he had, save the bread which he did
eat,” the amiable youth was so unhappy as to ap-
pear irresisfibly beautiful to his mistress: but when
this shameless woman proceeds to solicit him, how
gallant, how glorious is hisanswer! ¢ Behold, my
master wotteth not what is with me in the house,
and he hath committed all that he hath to my
hand: there is none greater in this house than I
neither hath he kept back any thing from me, but
thee, because thou art his wite. How then can I °
do this great wickedness and sin against God ¢’
The same arguments which a base mind would
have made to itself for perpetrating the evil, name-
ly, free trust, full power, and immediate tempta-
tion, were, to this brave, this gallant man, the
greatest motives for his forbearing it. He could
do it with impunity from man; but he could not
“affront and presumptuously offend a just, a holy,
and an avenging God.
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_Ttissurely matter of wonder,that these destroyers
of innocence, though dead to all the higher senti-
ments of virtue and honour, are not restrained by
compassion and humanity. To bring sorrow, confu-
sion and infamy, into a family; to wound the heart
of a tender parent, and stain the life of a poor, delud-
ed young woman, with a dishonour which can never
be wiped off, are circumstances, one would think,
sufficient to check the most violent passion, in a
heart that has the least tincture of pity and good
nature. To enforce these general reflections, we
add the following anecdote, taken from a French
author, and which refers to the Chevalier Bayard,
a man of great valour, high reputation, and distin-
guished, amongst his contemporaries, by the appel-
lation of “The knight without fear, and without re-
proach.” “ Ourknight,” says he, “was pretty much
addicted to that most fashionable of all faults. One
morning, as he was dressing, he ordered his lacquey
to bring him home, in the evening, some victim of
lawless passion. The fellow who was prompt to do
evil, had, it seems, for some time, addressed himself
to an old gentlewoman of decayed fortune, who
had a young maiden to her daughter, of very great
beauty, and not yet sixteen years of age. The mo-
ther’s extreme poverty, and the insinuations of this
artful pander, concerning the soft disposition and
generosity of his master, made her, at length, con-
sent to deliver up herdaughter, But many were the
entreaties and representations of the mother to gain
her child’s consent to an action which, she said, she
abhorred, even while she exhorted her toit. “ But
my child,” says she,  can you see your mother die
for hunger?”  The virgin argued no longer; but,
bursting into tears, declared she would go any
where. The lacquey conveyed her with great obse-
quiousness and secrecy to his master’s lodgings,and
placed ier in a commodious apartment, till he came

: | 3
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home. The knight, at his return, was met by his
lacquey, (with that saucy familiarity which vice
never fails to inspire between ranks however un-
equal), who told him, with a diabolical exultation,
“ She is as handsome as an angel ; but the fool has
wept till her eyes are swelled and bloated ; for she is
a maiden and a gentlewoman.” With that he con-
ducted his master to the room where she was, and
retired. The knight, when he saw her bathed in
tears, said, in some surprise, “ Don’t you know,
young woman, why you were broughthither?” The
unhappy maid instantly fell on her knees, and, with
many interruptions of sighs and tears, said to him,
“Yes, Sir, too well, alas! [ know why I am brought
hither: my mother, to get bread for her and myself,
has sent me: but would it might please heaven I
could die, before I am added to theniumber of those
miserable wretches, who live without honour!”
With this reflection, she wept anetw, and beat her
bosom. The knight, stepping from her, said, “ I
am not so abandoned as to hurt your innocence
against your will.”—The novelty of the accident
surprised himinto virtue; and, covering the’young
maid with a cloak, he led her to a relation’s house,
to whose care he recommended her for that night.
The next morning he sent for her mother, and ask-
ed her if her daughter was the virtuous creature
she so amiably appeared to be: the mother assur-
ed him of her spotless purity, till, atleast, the late
period when she delivered her up to his servant.
¢ And are not you, then,” cried the knight, “a
wicked woman, to contrive the debauchery of your
own child?” Sheheld down her face with fear and
shame, and, in herconfusion, uttered some broken
words concerning her poverty. ¢ Far be it,”
said the chevalier, “ that you should relieve your-
self from want by a much greaterevil! Your
daughter is a fine young creature: do you know of
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none thatever spokeof her forawife?” The mother
answered, ‘“There is an honest man in our neigh-
bourhood that loves her, and who has often said he
would marry her with 2001.” The knight ordered
his man to reckon out that sum, with an addition
of fifty to buy the bride-clothes, and fifty more as
a help to the mother. Tappeal to all the libertines
1n town, whether the possession of mercenary
beauty could give half the pleasure that thisyoung
gentleman enjoyed in the reflection of having re-
lieved a miserable parent from guilt and poverty,
an innocent virgin from public shame and ruin,
and bestowing a virtuous wife upon an honest man.
How noble an example is this to every generous
mind! and how consonant to the character of
“ that pure religion,” which we are told “ consists
1o visiting the fatherless and the widows in their
afflictions, and in keeping ourselves unspotted
from the world.” ‘

Wewill close these anecdotes with a part of a let-
ter inserted in the Guardian, (No. 123), written in
the character ofa mother to one in high rank, who
had seduced and abused her daughter; and which
givesavery livelyidea of the afiliction which a good
parent must suffer on so melancholy an occasion.

“Mvy Lornb, ,

“ Last night I discovered the injury you have
done to my daughter. Heaven knows how long
and piercing a torment that short-lived, shameful
pleasure of yours, mast bring upon me ! -upon me,
from whom you never received any offence !
This consideration alone should have deterred 2
noble mind from so base and ungenerous an act.
But, alas! what is all the grief which must be m
share, in comparison of that with which you have
requited her by whom you have been obliged ? Loss
of good name, anguish of heart, shame, and in-
famy, mustinevitably fall upon her, unless she gets



172 IMPURITY.

over them by what is much worse, open im pudence,
professed lewdness, and abandoned prostitution !
These are the returns you have made to her, for
putting in your power all her livelihood and de-
pendance, her virtue and reputation. O, my lord,
should my son have practised the like on one of
your daughters; I know you swell with indigna-~
tion at the very mention of it, and would think he
deserved a thousand deaths, should he make such
an attempt upon the honour of your family. *Tis
well, my lord.—And is then the honour of your
daughter, (whom still, though it had been violat-
ed, you might have maintained in plenty,and even
luxury), of greater moment to her, than to m

daughter hers, whose only sustenance it was ? And
must my son, void of all the advantages of a gene-
Tous education, must he, I say, consider; and may
your lordship be excused from all reflection ?=-
Eternal contumely attend that guilty title which
claims exemption from thought, and arrogates to
its wearer the prerogative of brutes! Ever cursed
be its false lustre, which could dazzle my poor
daughter to her undoing! Was it for this, that the
exalted merits and godlike virtues of your great
ancestor were honored with a coronet, thatit might
bea pander to his posterity, and confer a privilege
of dishonouring the innocent and defenceless? At
thisrate the laws of rewards should be inverted, and
he who is generousand good should be made a beg-
gar and a slave, that industry and honest diligence
may keep his posterity unspotied, and preserve
them from ruining virgins, and making whole fa-
milies unhappy. Wretchedness is now become
my never-failing portion, &c. Thus have I given
some vent'to my sorrow; nor fear I to awaken you
to repentance, so that your sin may be forgiven.

- “ My Lord,
“Your conscience will help you to my name,”
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SENTIMENTS,

The sad effects of luxury are these;

We drink our poison, and we eat disease.

Not.so, O Temperance bland; when rul'd by thee,
The brute’s obedient, and the man is free':

Soft are lis slumbers, balmy is his rest,

His veins not boiling from the midnight feast.
*Tis to thy rules, bright Temperance! we owe

All pleasureswhich from health and strength can flow;
Vigour of body, purity of mind,

Unclouded reason, sentiments refin'd ;

Unmiz’d, untainted joys, without remorse,

The intemperate sensualist’s never-fuiling curse,

THE greatest pleasures of sense turn disgustful
by excess.

The gratification of desire is sometimes the
worst thing that can befal us.

It was a maxim of Socrates, ¢ that we ought to
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eat and drink to live; and not to live in order to
eat and drink.”- Gl

Luxury may contribute to give bread to the
poor; buat if there were no luxury there would
be no poor.

Pride and luxury are the parents of impurity and
idleness, and impurity is the parent of indigence.

Sensual enjoyment, when it becomes habitual,
loses its relish, and is converted into a burden.

Be moderate in your pleasures, that your relish
for them may continue.

Temperance is the preservation of the dominion
of soul over sense, of reason over passicn.—The
wantofit destroys health, fortune, and conscience;
robs us of personal elegance and domestic felicity :
and, what 1s worst of all, it degrades our reason,
and levels us with the brutes. : :

Anacharsis, the Seythian, in order to deter young
men from that voluptuousness’ whichis ever at-

-tended with ill effects, applied his discourse to

them in a parable; telling them that the vine of
youthful gratification’and 1ntemperance had three

-branches, producing three clusters: ¢ On the

first,” says he, “ grows pleasure; on the second, -
sottishness; and, on the third, sadness.”

To show the dangers of intemperance, the ca-
tholic legends tell us of some hermit, to whom the
devil gave his choice of three crimes ; two of them
ol the most atrocious kind, and the other to be
drunk. The poor saint chose the last, as the
least of the three; but, when drunk, he commit-
ted the other two. '

EXAMPLES.

One of our most celebrated poets hassomewhere
observed, that :

Dull sleep instructs, nor sport vdin dreams in vain.

-
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The following may serve as an instance. Chremes,
of Greece, though a young man, was very Infirm
and sickly, through a course of luxury and intem-
perance, and subject to those strange sorts of fits
which are called trances. In one of these, he
thought that a philosopher came to sup with him ;
who, out of all the dishes served up at the table,
would only edt of one, and that the most simple ;
yet his conversation was sprightly, his knowledge
great, his countenance cheerful, and his constitu-
tion strong. When the philosopher took his
leave, he invited Chremes to sup with him at a
house in the neighbourhood : this also took place
in his imagination ; and he thought he was receiv-
ed with the most polite and affectionate tokens of
friendship ; but was greatly surprised, when sup-
per came up, to find nothing but milk and honey,
and a few roots dressed up in the plainest manner;
to which c¢heerfulness and good sense were the
only sauces. As Chremes was unused to this kind
of diet, and could not eat, the philosopher order-
ed another table to be spread more to his tatse ;
and immediately there succeeded a banquet, com-
posed of the most artificial dishes that luxury
could invent, with great plenty and variety of the
richest and most intoxicating wines. These, too,
were accompanied by damsels of the most be-
witching beauty. And now Chremes gave a loose
10 his appetites, and every thing he tasted raised
extasies beyond what he had ever known. During
the repast, the damsels.sung and danced to enter-
tain him; their charms enchanted the enraptured
guest, already heated with what he had drank
his senses were lost in extatic confusion; every
thing around him seemed Elysium; and he was
upon the point of indulging the most boundless
freedom, when, lo! on a sudden, their beauty,
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which was but a visor, fell off, and discovered te
~ his view forms the most hideous and forbidding
imaginable. Lust, revenge, folly, murder, meagre
~ poverty, and frantic despair, now appeared in
their most odious shapes, and the place instantly
became the direct scene of misery and desolation.
How often did Chremes wish himself far distant
from such diabolical company ! and how dread the
fatal consequence which threatened him on every
side!  His blood ran chill to his heart; his knees
smote against each other with fear, and Joy and
rapture were turned into astonishment and horror,
When the philosopher perceived that this scene
had made a sufficient impression on his guest, he
thus addressed him: « Know, Chremes, it is I, it
1s Aisculapius, who has thus entertained you;
. rand what you have here beheld is the true image
- . yof the deceitfulness and misery inseparable from
~ Juxury and intemperance. Would you be happy,
" “be tempetate. Temperance is the parent of health,
virtue; wisdom, plenty, and of every thing that
‘can render you happy in this world, or the world
to come. Itis, indeed, the true laxury of life;
for, without it, life cannot be enjoyed.” = This
said, he disappeared ; and Chremes, awaking, and
instructed by the vision, altered his course of life,
became frugal, temperate, industrious; and by
that means so mended his health and estate, that
he lived without pain, to a very old age, and was
esteemed one of the richest, best, and wisest men
m Greece.

Such is the beautiful moral drawn by the pen of
elegant and instructive fiction; with which, if
there be any mind so insensible as not to be pro-
perly affected, let us only turn to that striking
reality presented to us in the case of Lewis Core
naro. This gentleman was a Venetian of noble
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extraction, and memorable for having lived to an
extreme old age; for he was above a hundred years
old at the time of his death, which happened at
Padua, in the year 1565. Amongst other little
perfonmfmce he left behind him a piece entitled,
“ Of the advantages of a Temperate Life;” of
which we will here give our readers some account;

not only because it will very well illustrate the life
and character of the author, but may possibly be
of use to those who take the summum bonum, ot
chief good ofllfe, to consist 1n good eating. He
was moved, it seems, to compose this little plece
at the request and for the benefit of some ingeni-
ous young men, for whom he had a regard ; and
who, having.long since lost their paxents, and see-

ing him, then elcrhty one years old, in a fine florid '

state of hcalth, were desirous to know of him what
it was that enabled him to preserve, as he did, a
sound mind in a sound body, to so extreme an age.
He describes to them, therefore, his whole manner
of living, and the regimen he had always pursued,
and was then pursuing. He tells them that, when
he was young he was very intemperate ; that his
intemperance had brought upon him many and
grievous disorders; that, from the thirty-fifth to
the fortieth year of his age, he spent his nights
and days in the utmost anxiety and pain; and
that, in short, his life was grown a burthen to him.
The phy31uans, howevu, as he relates, notwith-
standing all the vain and fruitless efforts which
they made to restore his health, told him that there
was one method still remaining, which had never
been tried, but which, if they could but prevail
with him to use with perseverance, might free
him, in time, from all his complaints; and that
was, a temperate and regular way of llvmg They

added, moreover, that, unless he resolved to apply
12
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instantly to it, his case would soon become des-
perate, and there would be no hopes at all of his
recovery. Upon this, he immediately prepared
himself for his new regimen ; and now began to
eat and drink nothing but what was proper for one
1n his weak habit of body ; but this was at first
very disagreeable to him. He often wanted to
live again in his old manner; and did, indeed, in-
dulge himself in a freedom of diet, sometimes
without the knowledge of his physicians ; but, as
he informs us, much to his own detriment and un-
easiness. Driven,in themeantime,by thenecessity
of the thing, and resolutely exerting all the powers
of his nnderstanding, he at last grew confirmed in
. a settled and uninterrupted course of temperance;
by virtue of which, as heassures us, all hisdisorders
had Jeft him in less than a year: and he had been
‘a firm and healthy man, from thenceforward, till
the time in which he wrote his treatise.

To show what security a life of temperance af-
fords against the ill consequences of hurts and
disasters, he relates the following accident, which
‘befel him when he was very old.  One day, being
out n his chariot, and his coachman driving some-
what faster than ordinary, he had the misfortune
to be overturned, and dragged by the horses a
considerable way upon the ground. His head, his
arms, and bis whole body, were very much bruised,
and oue of his ancles was put out of joint. In this
condition, he was carried home; and the physi-
cians, seeing how grievously he had suffered, con-
cluded it unpossible that he should live three days
to an end. They were, however, mistaken ; for,
by bleeding, and evacuating medicines, the usual
method of treating persons in like cases, he pre-
sently recovered, and arrived at his former sta-
bility and firmness. £
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Some sensualists, as it appears, had objected to
his abstemious manner of living; and, in order to
evince the reasonableness of their own, had urged
that it was not worth while to mortify one’s appe-
tites at such a rate for the sake of being old, since
all that was life, after the age of sixty-five, could
not properly be called a living life, but a dead life.
« Now,” says he, ¢ to show these gentlemen how
much they are mistaken, 1 will briefly run over the
satisfactions and pleasures, which I myself enjoy,
in this eighty-third year of my age. 1In the first
place; I am always well; and so active withal,
that T can, with ease, mount a horse upon a flat,
or walk upon the tops of very high mountains. In
the next place, I -am always cheerful, pleasant,
perfectly contented;and free from all perturbation,
and every uneasy thought. I have none of that

fastidium vite, that satiety of life, so often to be

met with in personsof my age, [ frequently con-.
verse with men of parts and learning, and spend
much of my time in reading and writing. These
things I do just as opportunity serves, or my hu-
mour invites me, and all in my own house at Padua.
frequently make excursions to some of the neigh-
bouring cities, for the sake of seeing my friends,
and conversing with adepts in all arts and sciences;
architects, painters, statuaries, musicians,and even
husbandmen. I contemplate their works, com-
pare them with the ancients, and am always learn-
ing something which it is agreeable to know, I
take a view of palaces, gardens, antiquities, public
buildings, temples, fortifications, and endeavour
to let nothing escape me which may atford the
Jeast amusement to a rational mind. Nor are
these pleasures at all blunted by the ustal imper-
fections of great age; for I enjoy all my senses in
perfect vigour; my taste especially, i so high a



180 INTEMPERANCE.

degree, that T have a better relish for the plainest
food now, than I had for the choicest delicacies
formerly, when immersed in a life of luxury. Nay,
to let you see what a portion of fire and spirit I
have still left within me, be pleased to know, that
I have, this very year, written a comedy full of in-
nocent mirth and pleasantry; and, as'I say, if a
Greek poet was thought so healthy and happy for
writing a tragedy at the age of seventy-three, why
should I not be thought as healthy and as happy,
who have written a comedy when I am ten years
older? In short, that no pleasure whatever may be
wanting to my old age, 1 please myself daily with
contemplating that immortality which I think I-
see 1n the succession of my posterity. For, every
time I return home, I meet eleven grand-children,
all the offspring of one father and mother; all in
fine health; all, as far as I can discern, apt to learn,
and of a good behaviour. I am often amused by
theirsinging; nay, I often sing with them, because
my voice is stronger and clearer now than ever it
was in my life before. These are the delights and
comforts of my old age: from which, I presume,
1t appears that the life I spend is not a dead, mo-
Yose, and melancholy life; but a living, active,
pleasant life, which T would not exchange with
the most robust of those youths who indulge and
riot in all the luxury of the seuses, because I know
them to be exposed to a thousand diseases, and a
thousand kinds of death. T, on the contrary, am
free from all such apprehensions; from the ap-
prehensions of disease, because I have nothing in
my constitution for a disease to feed upon; from
the apprehensions of death, because 1 have spent
a life of reason. Besides, death, I am persuaded,
1s not yet near me. I know that, barring acci-
dents, no violent disease can touch me. I musg
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be dissolved by a gentle and gradual decay, when
the radical humour is consumed, like oil in a
lamp, which affords no longer life to the dying ta-
per. But such a death as this cannot happen of a
sudden. To become unable to walk and reason,
to become blind, deaf, and bent to the earth, from
all which evils 1 am far remote at present, must
take a considerable portion of time; and I verily
believe, that the immortal soul, which still inhabits
my body with so much harmony and complacency,
will not easily depart from it yet. I verily believe,
that I have many years to live, many years to en-
Joy the world and its blessings, by virtue of that
strict sobriety and temperance which I have so
long and so religiously observed; friend as I am
to reason, but a foe to sense.” Thus far this good
and wise philosopher, who was known afterwards
to have prophesied very truly concerning his fu-
ture health and happiness.

It is said of Diogenes, that meeting a young
man who was going to a feast, he took him up in
the street, and carried him home to his friends,
as' one who was running into imminent danger,
had he not prevented him. What would that
philosopher have said, had he been present at the
gluttony of a modern meal? Would not he have
thought the master of a family mad, and have
begged his servants to tie down his hands, had
he seen him devour fowl, fish, and flesh; swallow
oil and vinegar, wines and spices; throw down
salads of twenty different herbs, sauces of a hun-
dred ingredients, confections and fruits of num-
beriess sweets and flavours? What unnatural mo-
tions and counterferments must such a medley of
intemperance produce in the body! for my own
part, when I behold a fashionable table set out in
all its magnificence, I fancy I see gouts and drop-
sies, fevers and-.lethargies, with other innume-
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rable distempers, lying in ambuscade amongst the
dishes. 3

Nothing can be more worthy a serious perusal
than the latter part of the 234 chapter of Proverbs,
to guard men against the odious vice of drunken-
ness. In verse 83, &ec. the writer bids us mark the
particular ill effects of it. ¢ Thine eyes,” says he,
“ shall behold strange wowuien, and thine heart
shall utter perverse things. - Yea, thou shalt be as
“he that lieth down in the midst of the sea, or as he
that lieth on the top of a mast.” - That 18, “ Thou
wilt sottishly run thyself into the extremest haz-
ards, without any apprehensions of danger; being
no more able to direct thy course, than a pilot who
slumbers when the ship is tossed in the midst of
the sea; no more able to take notice of the perils
thou art in, than he who falls asleep on the top of
a mast, where he was set to keep watch.” He
goes on, < They have striken me, shalt thou say,
and I was not sick; they have beaten me, and I
felt it not. When shall [ awake? I will seek it yet
again.” There is great beauty and energy in the.
conciseness of the original.  What werender, ¢ I
was not sick,” should rather be, “ and I was not
sensible of it.” The next clause should be, ¢ The
have mocked me, and I knew it not.’—¢ They
have stricken me,-and I was not sensible of c:
they have mocked me, and 1 knew it not.” How
striking and instructive a portrait is this of the
stupid insensibility of a drunkard! Mr. Prior, in
his Solomon, has well expressed it in the following
lines. There are, says he,
Yet unnumber’d ills that lie unseen
In the pernicious draught: the word obscene,
Or harsh, (which once elunc’d, must ever Sy
Irrevocable;) the too prompt reply,
Seed of severe distrust, and fierce debate, ;
What we should shun, aud what we ought to hate.
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Add too, the blood zmpove;zs/z d, und the course
Of health suppressd by wine’s continued force.
Unhappy man! whom sorrow thus, and rage,

To different ills alternately engage.

Who drinks, alas! but tofmoet nor sees

That melancholy slot/z, severe disease,

Memory confus'd,” and interrupted thought,

Death’s /za;bmrfers, lie latent in the dr cmont

And in the flowers that wreathe the spar/.lmo bowl

Fell adders hiss, and poisonous serpents roll.”

If there ever was a-man who in a worldly sense
¢ strove for themastery,” it was Charles the T'welfth
of Sweden; and accordingly his history tells us,
that he was remarkably ¢ temperate,” in order to
the attainment of his end: even his boisterous and
romantic character therefore may edify and im-
prove wiser and better minds. = “ The earlier days
of his administration,” says Voltaire, ¢ gave no
favourable 1deas of him, it secined as if he had
been more impatient to reign than worthy of it.
He had indeed no dangerous passion: but nothing
was to be seen in his gonduct but the sallies of |
)outhfal impetunosity and obstmacy He appear-
ed quite careless and haughty. The ambassadors
from other courts even took him for a very mo-
‘derate genius, and painted him as such to their
several masters. Sweden too had the same opi-
nion of him; and nobody knew his real character.
Nor did he know it himself, till the sudden storms
that burst forth in.the noﬂhﬂm world gave his
hidden talents an opportunity of displaying them-
selves. But then every one was in the hlghcst
degree suiprised, to see him instantanecously re-
nounce all, even tlie most innocent, amusements
of his youthful days. ‘From the moment he pre-
pared for war, he commenced a life entirely new,
trom which he never after varied in the least.
Full of the idea of Alexander and of Cesar, he
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purposed to imitate in those conquerors every
thing but their vices. He no longer consulted
magnificence, or regarded sports or relaxations ;
he reduced his table to the exactest frugality. He
had hitherto been fond of splendour in his apparel;
from henceforward he dressed himself only as a
common soldier. He had been suspected of hay-
ing entertained a passion for a lady of his court ;
but, whether this circumstance be true or not, it
1s certain that from thenceforth he for ever re-
nounced the sex; not merely for fear of being
governed by them, but to set an example to his
soldiers, whom he wished to preserve in the
strictest discipline; and, perhaps, also from a va-
nity of being the only king who had conquered a
propensity so difficult to subdue. He likewise
resolved to abstain from wine all the rest of his
life; not, as some have pretended, because he
would punish in himself an excess, which was said
to have led him into actions unworthy of his cha-
racter, (for nothing is more false than this popular
report) but because it too much stimulated his
fiery temper: nay, he even quitted beer, and re-
duced himself to pure-water. To crown the whole,
we must remember that sobriety was then a virtue
entirely new in the north, and therefore Charles
was determined to be a pattern to his Swedes in
every particular.”

Sully, the great statesman of France, kept up
always at his table at Villebon the frugality to
which he had been accustomed in early hte in the
army. His table consisted of a few dishes, dressed
in the plainest and most simple manner. The
courtiers reproached him often with the simplicity
of his table. He used to reply, in the words of
an ancient, “ If the guests are men of sense, there
is sufficient for them; if they are not, I can very
well dispense with their company.”
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JUSTICE.

SENTIMENTS.

Whatsoever ye would that men should do unto you,
do ye even so unto them.

AS to be perfectly just is an attribute of the di-
vine nature, so to be just to the utmost of our
abilities is the glory of a man.

The defending of a bad cause is worse than the
cause itself,

He that passeth a sentence hastily, looks as if
he did it willingly; and then there is an injustice
in the excess. -

Fidelity and truth is the foundation of all justice.

Justice may be defined that virtue which impels
to give every person what is his due; and compre-
hends the practice of every virtue which reason
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prescribes, or society should expect. Our duty te
our Maker, to each other, and to ourselves, is fully
answered, if we give them what we owe them.

EXAMPLES.

Mahomet the Second of that name, emperor of
the Turks, had a son called Mustapha, whom he
had designed to succeed him in the empire, prone
to lust, but otherwise a good prince. The young
prince had fallen in love with the wife of Achmet
Bassa, a woman of excellent beauty. He had
long endeayoured to prevail with her by all sorts
of allurements; but this way not succeeding, he
would try by surprise. He had gained a know-
ledge of the time when the woman went to bathe
hersclf (as the Turks often do). He soon follow-
ed her, with a few of his retinue, and there seized
her, naked as she was, and, in despite of all the

resistance she could make, ravished her. She
“told her husband, he the emperor, and desired
Justice.  The emperor at first seemed to take little
“notice of it; but soon after, though he had dif-
ferent sentiments in his mind, lWe rated the bassa
with sharp language. “ What,” says he, “ dost
thou think it meet to complain thus grievously of
my son? Knowest thou not that both thyself and
“that wife of thine are my slaves, and accordingly
at my disposal? If therefore my son has embraced
her, and followed the inclinations of his mind, ‘he
has embraced but a slave of mine, and having my
approbation, he hath committed no fault at all :
think of this, go thy way, and leave the rest to
myself.”  This he said in defence of his absolute
empire; but, ill satisfied in his mind, and vexed at
the thing, he sent for his son, examined him touch-
ing the fact, and, he having confessed it, dismiss-
ed him with threats. Three days after, when pa-
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ternal Jove to his son and justice had striven in his
breast, love to justice having gained the superio-
rity and victory, he commanded his mutes to
strangle his son Mustapha with a bowstring, that,
- by his death, he might make amends to injured
and violated chastity. '
~ Diocles, having made a law, that no man should,
‘coime armed into the public assembly of the people,
he, through inadvertency, chanced to break that
law himself: which one observing, and saying,
““ he has broken a law he made himself:” Diocles
turning to his accuser, said, with a loud voice,
“ No: the law shall have its due;” and, drawing
his sword, 'killed.himself.

A gentleman sent a buck to Judge Hales in his
circuit, having a cause to be tried before him that
assize. The cause being called, and the judge
taking notice of the name, asked, “ If he was not
the person who had presented him with a buck #”
and finding it to:be the sate, the judge told him,

~¢ He could not suffer the trial to go on tillhe had
aid for his'buck.” To which the gentléeman an-
swered, “ That he never sold his venison ; and that
he had done no more to him than what he had al-
ways done to every judge that came that circuit.”
This was confirmed by several gentlemen on the
bench. But all this would not prevail vpon the
judge; nor would he suffer the trial to proceed till
he had paid for the venison.

A certain poor woman having lost a little dog,
and understanding it to be in the possession of the
lady of Sir Thomas More, to whom it had been
made a present of, she went to Sir Thomas, as he
was sitting in the hall, and told him, ¢ That his
lady withheld her dog from her.” Sir Thomas

immediately ordered his lady to be sent for, and
the dog to be brought with her; which Sir Thomas

1
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taking in his hands, caused his lady to stand at
one end of the hall, and the poor woman at the
other, and said, “ That he sat there to do every
one justice.” He bid each of them call the dog;
which, when they did, the dog forsook the lady,
and went to the poor woman. When Sir Thomas
saw this, he bid his lady be contented, for it was
none of hers. But she repining at the sentence,
the dog was purchased of the poor woman fer a
piece of gold, and so all parties were satisfied,
every one smiling at the manner of his enquiring
out the truth.

At the time that Oliver Cromwell was protector
ofthmleahn,anfEngHshlnerchanhshq)Wﬂstaken
1f1 the chops of the Channel, carried into St. Ma-
loe’s, and there confiscated upon some groundless
pretence. Assoon as the master of the ship, who
was an honest Quaker, got home, he presented a
petition to the protector in council, setting forth
his case, and praying for redress. Upon hearing
the petition, the protector told his council, ¢ he
would take that affair upon himself,” and ordered
the man to attend him the next morning. He
examined him strictly as to all the circumstances
of his case; and finding by his answers that he
was a plain, honest man, and that he had been
concerned in no unlawful trade, he asked him,
“If he could go to Paris with a letter?” The
man answered, “ he could.”—“ Well then,” said
the protector, “ prepare for your journey, and
come to me to-morrow morning.” Next morn=
ing he gave him a letter to Cardinal Mazarine,
and told him he must stay but three days for an
answer. ‘“ The answer I mean,” says he, “is
the full value of what you might have made
of your ship and cargo; and tell the cardinal,
that if it be not paid you in three days, you
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have express orders from me to return home.”
The honest, blunt Quaker, we may suppose, fol-
lowed his instructions to a tittle; but the cardinal,
according to the manner of ministers when they are
any way pressed, began to shuffle: therefore, the
Quaker returned, as he was bid. As soon as the
protector saw him, he asked, “ Well, friend, have
you got your money?” And upon the man’s an-
swering, he had not, the protector told him, “Then
leave your direction with my secretary, and you
shall soon hear from me.” Upon this occasion,
that great man did not stay to negociate, or to ex-
plain, by long, tedious memorials, the reasonable-
ness of his demand. No; though there was a
French minister residing here, he did not so much
as acquaint him with the story; but immediately
sent out a man of war or two, with orders to seize
every French ship they could meet with. Ac-
cordingly they returned in a few days with two or
three French prizes, which the protector ordered
to be immediately sold; and out of the produce
he paid the Quaker what he demanded for the
ship and cargo. He then sent for the French
minister, gave him an account of what had hap-
pened, and told him there was a balance, which,
if he pleased, should be paid to him, to the end
that he might deliver it to those of his country-
men who were the owners of the French ships that
had been so taken and sold. :

Zaleucus, law-giver of the Locrians, made a law
that adultery should be punished with the loss of
both the offender’s eyes ; and it fell out so unhap-
pily, that his own son was the first who committed
that crime; and that he might at once express the
tenderness of a father, and the uprightness of a
judge, he caused one of his son’s eyes to be put
out, and one of his own:
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Alexander Severus, one of the Roman emperors,
instead of leaving the management of his troops to
the vigilance of his officers, took the pains, in all
his mllltaly expeditions, to visit the tents himself,
and enquire if any of the soldiers were absent. L
he found they were, and, as generally happens in
such cases, that they had left the camp only to plun-
der the country, he never failed to chastise their ra-
pacity, either by some corporeal punishment, or a
fine, or, at least, byziseveleleplunand which he
always concluded with asking them, «“ if they would
like to be plundered in the same manner?” It was
likewise his custom, whenever he punished an of-
fender, as well against the civil as the military law,
to address the sufferer either in person, or by the
officer who was to see the sentence executed, with
this equitable caution:—Do nothing to another
which you would be unwilling should be done to your-
self. TFor this golden *ule, which he borrowed
from the Christians, he had such an uncommon
veneration, that he ordered it to be engraved in
large capxmﬂs over the gate of his palace, and on
the doors of ma ny other public buildings.

Themistocles once declared, in a full” assembly
of the people, that he had a project to propose of
the greatest public utility ; but that he could not
communicate it to the citizens at la arge, because
the success of it depended rnuch(n1the<601ecy
with which it was executed. He therefore re-
quested they would appoint a person to whom he
might explain himself without any danger of a dis-
covery. Aristides (who was so much distinguished
for his mteoufv, that he received the glorious sur-
name of the Just) was the person fixed upon for
thatpvlpoq,bvthe“dxﬂ ¢ assembly. They hadso
great a con fidence in his prudence a and honest £y,
that they referred-the matter entirely to his opi-
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nion. Themistocles, therefore, having taken him

aside, informed him, that the project he had con-

ceived, was to burn the fleet of the Grecian states, -
which then lay in a neighbouring port, called the

Pirzeus ; adding that, by this means, Athens would

become absolute mistress of the sea, and the um-

pire of all Greece. After this explanation, Aris-

tides returned to the assembly, and assured them

that nothing could be more beneficial to the re-

public than the project of Themistocles, but, at the

same time, that nothing could be more u njust and

dishonourable. - On hearing this, the people una-

nimously voted, that Themistocles should desist

from his project. This story is the more remark-

able, as it was not a company of philosophers, but
a whole state, who issued au order by which they

deprived themselves of a very considerable adyan-

tage, because the means of obtaining it were not

agreeable to the rigid dictates of justice.

Philip, king of Macedon, being urged to inter-
pose his credit and authority with the judges, in
behalf of one of his attendants; whose reputation,
it was said, would be totally ruined by a regular -
course of justice, ‘“ Very probably,” replied the
king ; “ but of the two, I had rather he should lose
lus reputation, than I mine.”—Upon another occa-
sion, being solicited by his courtiers to dismiss a
person of merit, who had spoken of him somewhat -
slightingly, “Perhaps,” said he, ¢ I have given him
a sufficient reason.” Hearing soon after, that the
man was in low circumstances, and greatly perse-
cuted by the courtiers, he relieved him in a very
liberal manner. This alteration of behaviour soon
changed the other’s reproaches into the warmest
-and most sincere applause; which Philip being
informed of, “ How great,” said he, “is the
power of justice! By the practice or neglect of
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it, a king may make himself either beloved or
hated ” » :

Cambyses, one of the kings of Persia, who was
famous for his unalterable regard to justice, had a
particular favourite, whom he raised to the office
of a judge: but the ungrateful wretch, depending
upon the credit he had with his master, prostitated
the honour of his government, and the rights and
properties of his fellow-subjects, in such a daring
manner, that causes were bought and sold in the
courts of judicature as openly as provisions in the
market. Avarice was the ruling passion of his
soul, and those who would gratify it with the
richest oblations were always certain of gaining
their suit. When Cambyses was informed of this,
he was so much exasperated, that he not only or-
dered him to be seized, and publicly degraded,
but to have his skin stripped over his ears, and
the seat of judgment to be covered with it, as a
warning to others. To convince the world that
he was influenced to this extraordinary act of se-
verity by no other motive than the love of justice,
he afterwards appointed the son to succeed to the
office of his father.

Caius Lacius, the nephew of the famous Caius
Marius, a Roman Consul, having attempted
the most infamous debauchery upon a young
soldier of great personal beauty, whose name
was Trebonius, the gallant youth, being fired with
indignation at the scandalous insult which was
offered him, stabbed the villain to the heart,
As Lucius was a militaiy tribune, his death
made a great noise; but the consul, though
much affected with the loss of his nephew, and
warmly solicited by his flatterers to punish Tre-
bonius as a daring mutineer, not only acquitted
him, but rewarded his courage, by placing upon
his liead, with his own hand, one of those honorary
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crowns which were bestowed upon soldiers who
had signalized themselves by some uncommon act
of bravery. The whole army applauded the jus-
tice of their general ; and the news being after-
wards carried to Rome, the people were so highly
pleased with it, that Marius was chosen consuyl
the next year, and honoured with the command
of the army in Transalpine Gaul.

When Charles, duke of Burgundy, surnamed
the Bold, reigned over spacious dominions, now
swallowed up by the power of France, he heaped
many favours and honours npon Claudius Rhyn-
sault, a German, who had served him in his wars
.against the insults of his neighbours. A great
part of Zealand was, at that time, in subjection
to that dukedom. The prince himself was a per-
son of singular humanity and justice, Rhynsault,
with no other real quality than courage, had dis-
simulation enough to pass upon his generous and
unsuspicious master for a person of blunt honesty
and fidelity, without any vice that could bias him
from the execution of justice. His highness, pre-
possessed to his advantage, upon the decease of
the governor of his chief town of Zealand, gave
Rhynsault that command. He was not long
seated in that government, before he cast his eyes
upon Sapphira, a woman of exquisite beauty, the
wife of Paul Danvelt, a wealthy merchant of the
city under his protection and government, Rhyn-
sault was a man of a warm constitution, and vio-
lent inclination to women, and not unskilled in the
soft arts which win their favour, He knew what
1t was to enjoy the satisfactions which are reaped
Afrom the possession of beauty; but was an utter
stranger to the decencies, honours, and delicacies
that attend the passion towards them in elegant
minds. However, he had seen so much of the

SN :
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world, that he had a great share of the language
which usually prevails upon the weaker part of
that sex, and he could with his tongue utter a
passion, with which his heart was wholly untouch-
ed. He was one of those brutal minds which can
be gratified with the violation of innocence and
- beauty, without the least pity, passion, or love to
that with which they are so much delighted. In-
gratitude is a vice inseparable to a lustful man;
and the possession of a woman, by him who has
no thought but allaying a passion painful to him-
self, 1s necessarily followed by distaste and aver-
sion. Rhynsault, being resolved to accomplish
his will on the wife of Danvelt, left no art untried
to get into a familiarity at her house: but she
knew his character and disposition too well, not
to shun all occasions that might ensnare her into
his conversation. The governor, despairing of
success by ordinary means, apprehended and im-
prisoned her husband, under pretence of an in-
formation that he was guilty of a correspondence
with the enemies of the duke, to betray the town
into their possession. This design had its desired
effect; and the wife of the unfortunate Danvelt,
the day before that which was appointed for his
execution, presented herself in the hall of the go-
vernor’s house, and, as he passed through the
apartment, threw herself at his feet, and, holding

his knees, beseeched his mercy. Rynsault be-
~held her with a dissembled satisfaction, and as-
suming an air of thought and authority, bid
her arise, and told her she must follow him to his
closet; and asking her whether she knew the hand
. of the letter he pulled out of his pocket, went from
her, leaving this admonition aloud: “ If you will
save your husband, you must give me an account
of all you know, without prevarication; for every
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body is satisfied he was too fond of you to be able
to hide from you the names of the rest of the con-
spirators, or any other particulars whatsoever.”
He went to his closet, and soon after the lady was
sent to for an audience. The servant knew his
distance when matters of state were to be debated ;
and the governor laying aside the air with which
he appeared in public, began to be the supplicant,
to rally an affliction which 1t was in her power
easily to remove,and relieve an innocent man from
his imprisonment. She easily perceived his in-
tention, and, bathed in tears, began-to deprecate
so wicked a design. Lust, like ambition, takes ail
the faculties of the body and mind into its service
and subjection. Her becoming tears, her honest
anguish, the wringing of her hands, and the many
changes of her posture and figure in the vehe-
mence of speaking, were but so many attitudes in
which he beheld her beauty, and further incen-
tives of his desire. All humanity was lost in that
one appetite; and he signified to her in so many
plain terms, that he was unhappy till he had pos-
sessed her, that nothing less should be the price
- of her husband’s life: and that she must, before
the following noon, pronounce the death or en-
largement of Danvelt. After this notification,
when he saw Sapphira again enough distracted to
make the subject of their discourse to common
cyes appear different from what it was, he called -
his servant to conduct her to the gate. Loaded with
insupportable affliction, she immediately repaired
to her husband; and having signified to his jailors,
that she had a proposal to make to her husband
from the governor, she was left alone with” him,
revealed to him all that had passed, and represent-
ed the endless conflict she was in between love to
his person, and fidelity to his bed. It is easy to



106 : _JUSTICE.

imagine the sharp affliction this'honest pair were
in upon such an incident in lives not used to an
but ordinary occurrences. The man was bridled
by shame from speaking what his fear prompted
upon so near an approach to death; but let fall
" words that signified to her that he should not think
her polluted, though she had not yet confessed to
him that the governor had violated her person,
since he knew her will had no part in the action,
She parted from him with this obliqne permission
to save a life he had not resolution enough to re-
sign for the safety of his honour.

The next morning the unhappy Sapphira at-
tended the governor, and, being led into a remote
apartment, submitted to his desires. Rhynsault
commended her charms, claimed a familiarity after
what had passed between them, and, with an air
of gaiety, in the language of a gallant, bid her re-
turn and take her husband out of prison: “ But,”
continued he, “my fair one must not be offended,
that I have taken care he shall not be an inter-
raption to any of our future assignations.” These
words foreboded what she found when she came
to the jail—her husband executed by the order of
Rhbynsault!

It was remarkable that the woman, who was
full of tears and lamentations during the whole
course of her afflictions, uttered neither sigh nor
complaint, bat stood fixed with grief at this con-
summation of her misfortunes., She betook her-
self to her abode, and after having in solitude
paid her devotion to him who is the avenger ‘of
mnocence, she repaired privately to court. Her
person, and a certain grandeur of sorrow, negli-
gent of forms, gained her a passage into the pre-
sence of the duke, her sovereign. As soon as she
came into his presence, she broke forth in the fol-
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lowing words: “ Behold, O mighty Charles! a
wretch weary of life, though it has always been
spent with innocence and virtue! Itisnotin your
power to redress my injuries, but it is to avenge
them ; and, if the protection of the distressed,
and the punishment of oppressors, is atask wor-
thy a prince, I bring the Duke of Burgundy am-
ple matter for doing honour to his own great
name, and wiping infamy from mine.”

When she had spoken this she delivered the
duke a paper reciting her story. He read it with
all the emotions that indignation and pity could
raise in a prince jealous of his honourin the beha-
viour of his officers, and prosperity of his subjects.
~ Upon an appointed day Rhynsault was sent for
to court, and, in the presence of afew of the coun-
cil, confronted by Sapphira. The prince asking,
“ Do you know that lady ?” Rhynsault, as soon
as he could recover his surprise, told the duke he
would marry her, if his highness would please to
think that a reparation. The duke seemed con--
tented with this answer, and stood by during the
immediate solemnization of the ceremony. At
the conclusion of it, he told Rhynsault, “ Thus
far you have done as constrained by my autho-
rity ; I shall not be satisfied of your kind usage of
her, without you sign a gift of your whole estate
to her after your decease.” To the performance
of this also the duke was a witness. When these
two acts were performed, the duke turned to the
lady, and told her, “ It now remains for me to
put you in quiet possession of what your husband
has.so bountifully bestowed on you;” and ordered
the immediate execution of Rhynsault!
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LYING.
SENTIMENT.

Lying lps are an abomination to the Lozc? bui
they that speak truly are his delight.

NOTHING appears so low and mean as lying
and dissimulation. It is a vice so very mf'lmous
that the greatest liars cannot bear it in any othe1
men.

A’ liar is subject to two misfortunes; neither to
believe, nor to be believed; and before he esta-
blishes one lie he must tell many. There cannot
be a greater treachery, than first to raise a confi-
: dence, and then to betray it.

When a man forfeits the reputation of hls in-
tegrity, he is set fast: and nothing will then
serve his turn; neither truth nor falsehood.

Truth is so great a perfection, says Pythagoras,
that if God would render himself visible to man, he
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would choose light for his body, and truth for his
soul. :

Truth is always consistent with itself, and needs
nothing to help it out. It is always near at hand,
sits upon our lips, and is ready to drop out before
we are aware; whereas a lie 1s troublesome, and
sets a man’s imagination upon the rack, and oneg
trick needs a great many more to make it good.
It is like building upon a false foundation, which
continually stands in need of props to keep it up,
and proves at last more chargeable than to have
raised a substantial building at first upon a true
~and solid foundation: for sincerity is firm and
substantial, and there is nothing hollow or unsound
in it, and because it is plain and open, fears no dis-
covery; of which the crafty man isalways in dan-
ger; and when he thinks he walks in the dark, all
his pretences are so transparent, that he that runs
may read them: he is the last man that finds
himself to be found out; and while he takes it for
granted that he makes fools of others, he renders
himself ridiculous.

EXAMPLES.

It is said of Augustus Ceesar, that, after a long
inquiry into all the parts of his empire, he found
but one man who was accounted never to have
told a lie; for which cause he was deemed wor-
thy to be the chief sacrificer in the Temple of
Truth.

Epaminondas, the Theban general, was so great
a lover of truth, that he was ever careful lest his
tongue should in the least digress from it, even
when he was most in sport.

Cato the younger charged Murzna, and indict-
ed him in open court for popularity and ambition,
declaring against him, that he sought indirectly
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to gain the people’s favour and their voices, to be
chosen consul. As he went up and down to col-
lect arguments and proof thereof, according to
the manner and custom of the Romans, he was at-
tended upon by certain persons who followed him
in behalf of the defendant, to observe what was
done, for his better instruction in the process and
suit commenced. These men would oftentimes
-converse with Cato, and ask him whether he
would to-day search for aught, or negociate any
thing in the matter and cause concerning Murz-
na? If he said, “ No,” such credit and trust they
reposed in the veracity of the man, they would
rest in that answer and go their ways. A singular
proof this was of the reputation he had gained,
and the great and good opinion men had con-
ceived of him concerning his love of truth.

Zenocrates, an Athenian philosopher, lived 300
years before Christ, and was educated in the school
of Plato. The people of Athens entertained so
high an opinion of his probity, that one day when
he approached the altar, to confirm by an oath
the truth of what he asserted, the Judges unani-
mously declared his word to be sufficient evi-
dence. * ‘

The Duyke of Ossuna, as he passed by Barce-
lona, having got leave to release some slaves, went
aboard the Cape galley, and passing through the
slaves, he asked divers of them what their offences
were. Every one excused himself: one saying,
that he was put in out of malice; another, by
bribery of the judge; but all of them unjustly.
Among the rest there was one little sturdy black
man, and the duke asked, what he was in for?
% Sir,” said he, “ I cannot deny but 1 am Justly
put in here; for I wanted money, and so took a
purse near Tarragona, to keep me from starving.”
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The duke, with a little staff he had in his hand,
gave him two or three blows upon the shoulders,
saying, ‘“ You rogue, what do you do among so
many honest, innocent men? Get you gone out of
their company.” So he was freed, and the rest
remained to tug at the oar.

“ 1 remember,” says Lord Herbert, ¢ that at
the time I was about seven years old, I was cor-
rected for going to cuffs with two school-fellows,
being both older than myself; but never for tell-
ing a lie, or any other fault; my natural disposi-
tion and inclination being so contrary to all false-
hood, that being demanded whether I had com-
mitted any fault, whereof I might justly be sus-
pected, I did use ever to confess it freely; and
thereupon choosing rather to suffer correction
than to stain my mind with telling a lie, which I
did adjudge then no time could ever deface; and
I can affirm to all the world truly, that, from my
first infancy to this hour, I told not willingly, any
thing that was false, my soul natarally having an
antipathy to lying and deceit.”

Petrarch, a celebrated Italian poet, who flou-
rished above 400 years ago, recommended him-
self to the confidence and affection of Cardinal
Colonna, in whose family he resided, by his can-
dour and strict regard to truth. A violent quar-
rel occurred in the household of this nobleman,
which was carried so far, thatrecourse was had to
arms. The cardinal wished to know the founda-
tion of this affair; and, that he might be able to
decide with justice, he assembled all his people,
and obliged them to bind themselves, by a most
solemn oath on the gospels, to declare the whole
truth. Every one, without exception, submitted
to this determination; ‘even the Bishop of Luna,
brother to the cardinal, was not excused, Ye-

X 2
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trarch, in his turn, presenting himself to take the
oath, the cardinal closed the book, and said,
‘“ As to you, Petrarch, your word is sufficient.”

A pretender to literature, having once owned a
copy of verses which Lord Somers wrote, was
asked by his lordship, when he was presented to
him as lord chancellor, whether he was really the
author of the lines in question. ¢ Yes, my lord,”
replied the pretended poet. ¢ It is a trifle; I did
it off-hand.” -~ On hearing this, Lord Somers burst
into a loud fit of laughter, and the gentleman
withdrew in the greatest confusion.

To show us how incompatible true courage is
with the least degree of falsehood, the invincible
Achilles, the hero of the 1liad, is introduced by
Homer as saying these memorable words, « I de-
test, as the gates of hell itself, the wretch who
has the baseness to mean one thing, and speak
another.” :

- When Avistotle was asked, What a man could
gain by telling a falsehood ?— Not to be credit-
ed,” said he, * when he speaks the truth.”

Apollonius, another philosopher, used to say,
“ That the wretch who has been mean enough to
be guilty of a lie, has forfeited every claim to the
character of a gentleman, and degraded himself
to the rank of a slave.”

Our ingenious countryman, Sir Thomas Brown,
has expressed himself in still more remarkable
terms: ¢ The very devils,” says he, “ do not tell
lies to one another; for truth is necessary to all
socleties, nor can the society of hell subsist with-
out it.” :

Dr. Hawkesworth exhibits the folly of this prac-
tice in a very interesting manner.—*“ Almost every
other vice,” says that excellent writer, ““ may be
kept in countenance by applause and association
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and even the robber and the cut-throat have their
followers who admire their address and intrepid-
ity, their stratagems of rapine, and their fidelity
to the gang: but the liar, and only the liar, is
universally despised, abandoned, and disowned.
He has no domestic consolations, which he can
oppose to the censure of mankind. He can retire
to no fraternity, where his crimes may stand in
the place of virtues; but is given up to the hisses
of the multitude, without a friend, and without an
apologist.”

Mendaculus was a youth of good parts, and of
amiable dispositions; but by keeping bad com-
pany, he had contracted, in an extreme degree,
the odious practice of lying. His word was
scarcely ever believed by his friends; and he was
often suspected of faults because he denied the
commission of them, and punished for offences of
which he was convicted only by his assertions
of innocence. The experience of every day ma-
nifested the disadvantages which he suffered from
this habitual violation of truth. Hehad a garden
stocked with the choicest flowers; and the culti-
vation of it was his favourite amusement. It hap-
pened that the cattle of the adjoining pasture had
broken down the fence ; and he found them tramp-
ling upon and destroying a bed of fine auriculas.
He eould not drive these ravagers away, without
endangering the still more valuable productions
of the next parterre; and he hastened to request
the assistance of the gardener. ¢ You intend to
make a fool of me,” said the man, who refused to
go, as he gave no credit to the relation of Men-
daculus. One frosty day, his father had the mis-
fortune to be thrown from his horse, and to frac-
ture his thigh. Mendaculus was present, and was
deeply affected by the accident, but had not
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strength to afford the necessary help. He was
therefore obliged to leave him, in this painful
condition, on the ground, which was at that time
covered with snow: and with all the expedition
in his power, he rode to Manchester, to solicit
the aid of the first benevolent person he should
meet with. His character, as a liar, was genre-
rally known; few to whom he applied paid atten-
tion to his story; and no one believed it. After
losing much time in fruitless entreaties, he return-
ed with a sorrowful heart, and with his eyes
bathed in tears, to the place where the accident
happened. But his father was removed from
thence: a coach fortunately passed that way; he
was taken into it, and conveyed to his own house,
whither Mendaculus soon followed him. A lusty
boy, of whom Mendaculus had told some false-
hood, often waylaid him as he went to school, and
~beat him with great severity. Conscious of his
il desert, Mendaculus bore, for some time, in si-
lence, this chastisement; but the frequent repeti-
tion of it at last overpowered his resolution, and
he complained to his father of the usage he met
with. His father, though dubious of the truth of
this account, applied to the parents of the boy
who abused him. But he could obtain no re-
dress from them, and only received the following
painful answer:—“ Your son is a notorious liar,
and we pay no regard to his assertions.” Men-
daculus was therefore obliged to submit to the
wonted correction till full satisfaction had been
taken by his antagonist for the injury which he
had sustained. Such where the evils in-which this
unfortunate youth almost daily involved himself
by the habit of lying. He was sensible of his
misconduct, and began to reflect upon 1t with se-
riousness and contrition. Resolutions of amend-
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ment succeeded to penitence; he set a guard upon
his words; spoke little, and always with caution
and reserve; and he soon found, by sweet expe-
rience, that truth is more easy and natural than
falsehood. By degrees, the love of it became
predominant in hismind; and so sacred, at length,
did he hold veracity to be, that he scrupled even
the least jocular violation of it. This happy
change restored him to the esteem of his friends,
the confidence of the public, and the peace of
his own eonscience.



PASSION.

SENTIMENT.

Make no friendship with an angry man ; and with
a furious man thou shalt not go: lest thou learn
his ways, and get a snare to thy soul.

PASSION is a fever of the mind, which ever
leaves us weaker than it found us. It7is the
threshold of madness and insanity : indeed they
are so much alike, that they sometimes cannot
be distinguished; and their effects are often
equally fatal,

The first step to moderation is to perceive that
we are falling iuto a passion. It is much easier
wholly to prevent ourselves from falling into a
passion, than to keep it within just bounds; that
which few can moderate, almost any body may
prevent.
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Envy and wrath shorten life; and anxiety
bringeth age before its time. We ought to dis-
trust our passions, even when they appear the
most reasonable.

Who overcomes his passion, overcomes his
strongest enemy. If we do not subdue our anger,
1t will subdue us.

A passionate temper renders a man unfit for ad-
vice, deprives him of his reason, robs him of all
that is great or noble in hisnature, destroys friend-
ship, changes justice into cruelty, and turns all
order into confusion.

EXAMPLES.

Augustus, who was prone to anger, received
the following letter from Athenodorus, the philo-
sopher: That, so soon as he should feel the first
emotions towards anger, he should repeat deli-
berately all the letters of the alphabet; for that
anger was easily prevented, butnot so easxly sub-
dued. To repress anger, it is a good method to
turn the injury into a jest. Socrates having re-
ceived a blow on the head, observed that it would
be well if people knew when it were necessary to
put on a helmet. Being kicked by a boisterous
tellow, and his friends wondenng at his patience,
“ What!” said he, “if an ass should kick me,
must [ call him before a judge?” Being attacked
with opprobrious language, he calmly observed,
that the man was not yet taught to speak re-
spectfully.

Cxsar having found a collection of letters,
written by his enemies to Pompey, burnt them
. without reading: ¢ For,” said he, ¢ though I am
upon my guard acrdmxt anger, yet it is safer to
remove 1ts cause.’

Cotys, king of Thrace, having got a present of
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earthen vessels, exquisitely wrought, but ex-
tremely brittle, broke them into pieces, that he
might not have occasion of anger against his ser-
vants. g :

Antigonus, king of Syria, hearing two of his
soldiers reviling him behind his tent, “ Gentle-
men,” says he, opening the curtain, ¢ remove to
a greater distance, for your king hears you.” :

A farmer, who had stepped into his field to
mend a gap in a fence, found, at his return, the
cradle, where he had left his only child asleep,
turned upside down, the clothes all bloody, and
his dog lying in the same place, besmeared also
with blood. Convinced, by the sight, that the crea-
ture had destroyed his child, he dashed out its
- brains with the hatchet in his hand; then, turning
up the cradle, he found the child unhurt, and an
enormous serpent lying dead on the floor, killed
by that faithful dog which he had put to death
in blind passion.

Field Marshal Turenne being in great want of
provisions, quartered his army, by force, in the
town of St. Michael. Complaints were carried to
the Marshal de la: Ferte, under whose govern-
ment that town was; who, being highly disobliged
by what was done to his town without his autho-
rity, insisted to have the troops instantly dislodg-
ed. Some time thereafter, La Terte, seeing a
soldier of Turenne’s guards out of his place, beat
him severely. The soldier; all bloody, complain-
ing to his general, was instantly sent back to La
Ferte, with the following compliment; ¢ That
Turenne was much concerned to find his soldier
had failed in his respect to him, and begged the
soldier might be punished as he thought proper.”
The whole army was astonished ; and La Ferte
himself, being surprised, cried out, “ What!
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is this man to be always wise, and 1 always a
fool ?” ‘ s

A young gentleman, in the streets of Paris, be-
ing interrupted by a coach in his passage, struck
the coachman. A tradesman, from his shop,
cried out, “ What! beat the Marshal Turenne’s
people!” Hearing that name, the gentleman,
quite out of countenance, flew to the coach to
make his excuse. The marshal said, smiling,
“ You understand, Sir, how to correct servants:
allow me to send mine to you when they do
amiss.” ; AR

The marshal being one day alone in a box at
the playhouse, some gentlemen came in, who,
not knowing him, woula oblige him to yield his
seat in the first row. They had the insolence,
upon his refusal, to throw his hat apd gloves on
the stage. The marshal, without being moved,
desired a lord of the first quality to hand them
up to him. The gentlemen, finding who he was,
blushed, and would have retired; but he, with
much gcod kumour, entreated themn to stay, say=-
ing that, if they would sit close, there was room
enough for them all.

Clytus was a person whom Alexander held very -
dear, as being the son of his nurse, and one who
had been educated together with himself, He
had saved the life of Alexander at the battle near
the river Granicus, and was by him made the pre-
fect of a province: but he could not flatter ; and,
detesting the effeminacy of the Persians at a
feast with the king, he spake with the liberty of a
Macedonian. Alexander, transported with anger,
slew him with his own hands; though, when his
heat was over, he was with difficulty restrained
from killing himself for that fault which his sud-
den fury had excited him to commit.
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Herod, the tetrarch of Judea, had so little com-
mand over his passion, that, upon every slight
occasion, his anger would transport him into ab-
solute madness. In such a desperate fit he killed
Josippus. Sometimes he would be sorry, and re-
pent of the folly and injuries he had done when
anger had clouded his understanding, and soon
after commit the same outrages; so that none
about him were sure of their lives a moment.

I’Alviano, general of the Venetian armies, was
taken prisoner by the troops of Louis XII. and
brought before him. The king treated him with
his usual humanity and politeness, to which the
indignant captive did not make the proper return,
but behaved with great insolence. Louis con-
tented himself with sending him to the quarters
where the prisoners were kept, saying to his at-
tendants, “ I have done right to send Alviano
away. I might have put myself in a passion with
him, for which I should have been very sorry. I -
have conquered him, I should learn to conquer
myself.” : » :

When Catharine de Medicis one day overheard
some of the soldiers abusing her extremely, the
Cardinal of Lorraine ‘said, he would order them -
immediately to be hung. “ By no means,” ex-
claimed the princess: I wish posterity to know,
that a woman, a queen, and an Italian, has once
1 her life got the better of her anger.”

The Duke of Marlborough possessed great com-
mand of temper, and never permitted itto be ruffled
by little things, in which even the grealest men
have been occasionally found unguarded. As he
was one day riding with Commissary Marriot, it
began to rain, and he called to his servant for his
cloak. The servant not bringing it immediately,
he called for it again. The servant, being em-
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barrassed with the straps and buckles, did not
come up to him. At last, it raining very hard,
the duke called to him again, and asked him what
‘he was about that he did not bring his cloak.—
¢ You must stay, Sir,” grumbles the fellow, ¢ if
it rains cats and dogs, till I can get at i he
duke turned round to Marriot, and said, very
coolly, ¢ Now I would not be of that fellow’s tem-
per for all the world.”

Two gentlemen were riding together, one of
whomi, who was very choleric, happened to be
_mounted on a high-mettled horse. The horse
grew a little troublesome, at which the rider be-
came very angry, and whipped and spurred him
with great fury. The horse, almost as wrong-
headed as his master, returned his treatment with
kicking and plunging. The companion, con-
cerned for the danger, and ashamed of the folly
of his friend, said to him, coolly, ¢ Be quiet, and
show yourself the wiser creature of the two.™
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SENTIMENT,

| Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth, and let thy
heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth ; and

walk in the ways of thy heart, and n the stght of

thine eyes: But know thou, that for all these
things, God will bring thee to Judgment.

PLEASURES, unless wholly innocent, never con-
tinue so long as the sting they leave behind them,

Let pleasurc be ever so innocent, the excess is
always criminal.

The temperate man’s pleasures are durable, be-
cause they areregular; and all his life is calm and
serene, because 1t is innocent.

Pleasures, while they flatter a man, sting him
to death; they are short, false, and deceitful, and
revenge the merry madness of one hour with the
sad repentance of many,
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'The only true and solid pleasure results from
the reflection of having done our duty to our God,
our fellow-creatures, and ourselyes: ¢ having a
conscience void of offence towards God and to-
wards all men.”

No pleasure can be true, or pursued with pro-
priety and wisdom, which makes too large inroads
on our time, our fortune, our health, our character,
or our duty.

EXAMPLES.

The following portraitof vicious pleasure is given
by an ingenious writer, after the manner of Plato.
“ Pleasure,” says he, “is a beautiful harlot sii-
ting in her chariot, whose four wheels are pride,
gluttony, lust, and idleness. The two horses are
- prosperity and abundance; the two drivers are
indolence and security; her attendants and fol-
lowers are guilt, grief, late repentance (if any),
and often death and ruin. Many great men, many
strong men, many rich men, many hopeful men,
and many young men, have come to their end by
her; but never any enjoyed full and true content
by means of her.” : :

The excellence of the allegory subjoined may
stand as an apology forits length. ¢ When Her-
cules,” says the venerable moralist, “ was in that
part of his youth in which it was natural for him to
consider what course of life he ought to pursue, he
one day retired into a desert, where the silence and
solitude of the place very much favoured his me-
ditations. As he was musing on his present con-
dition, and very much perplexed in his mind on
the state of life he should choose, he saw two wo-
men, of a larger stature than ordinary, approach-
ing towards him. One of them had a very-noble
air and graceful deportment; her beanty was na-

v
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tural and easy, her person clean and unspotted,

her eyes cast toward the ground with an agreeable
reserve, her motion and behaviour full of modesty,
and her raiment white as snow. The otherhad a
great deal of health and floridness in her counte-
nance, which she had helped with an artificial co-
louring, and endeavoured to appear more than or-
dinarily graceful in her mien, by a mixture of af-
fectation in all her gestures. ‘She had a wonderful
confidence and assurance in her looks, and all the
variety of coloursinherdress, thatshe thought were
the most proper to show her complexion to an ad-
vantage. Shecasthereyesupon herself, then turned
them on those who were present, to see how they
liked her, and often looked on the figure she made
in her own shadow.  Upon her nearer approach to
Hercules, she stepped before the other lady, who
came forward with a regular, composed carriage,
and, running upto him, accobted him in the follow-
ing manner: “ My dear Hercules, I find you are
very much divided in your own thoughts upon the
way of life which you ought to choose. Be my
friend, and follow me. 1’ll lead you into the pos-
session of pleasure, out of the reach of pain, and
remove you from all the noise and disquictude of
business. The affairs either of war or peace shall
have no power to distarb you. Your whole em-
ployment shall be to make your life easy, and to
entertain every sense with its proper gratification.

Sumptuous tables, beds of roses, clouds of per-
fumes, concerts of muslc, crowds of beauties, are
all in 1eadvmess to receive you. Come along with
me into this region of delights, this world of plea-
sure, and bid farewell for ever to care, to pain, to
business.” - Hercules, hearing the fair inviter talk
after this manner, interrupted her a moment, to
enquire her name, To which she answered, “ My
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friends, and those who are well acquainted with
me, call me HarpiNEss; but my enemies, and
those who would injure my reputation, have given
me the name of PLeasure.” By this time the
other lady was come up, who addressed herself to
the young hero in a very different manner. “ Her-
cules,” said she, ¢ I offer myself to you because [
know you are descended from the gods, and give
proofs of that descent by your love of virtue, and
application to the studies proper for your age.
This makes me hope you will.gain both for your-
self and me an immortal reputation. But, before 1
invite you into my society and friendship, I will be
open and sincere with you, and must lay down this
as an established truth, That there is nothing truly
valuable which can be purchased without pain or
labour. The gods have set a price upon every real
and noble pleasure. If you would gain the favour
of the Deity, you must be at the pains of worship-
ing him; if the friendship of good men, you must
study to oblige them ; if you would be honoured
by your country, you must take care to serve i,
In short, if you would be eminent in war or peace,
youmustbecome master of all the qualificationsthat
can make you so. These are the only terms and
conditions upon which I can propose happiness.”
- Here (continues the fabulist) the goddess of Plea-
sure broke in upon the discourse. “ You see, Her-
cules, by her own confession, that the way to her
pleasure is long and difficult; whereas that which I
propose is short and easy.” ¢ Alas!” returned the
other amiable figure, whose visage glowed with a
passion made up of scorn and pity, “ what are the
pleasures you propose? To eat before you are hun-
gry; todrink before you are athirst; to sleep before
you are tired ; to gratify appetites before they are
raised, and to raise such appetites as nature never
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planted! You never heard the most delicious mu-
sic, which is the praise of one’s self ; nor saw the
most beautiful object, which is the work of one’s
own hands. Your votaries pass away their youth
in a dream of mistaken pleasure, while they are
hoarding up anguish, torment, and remorse, for old
age. Asfor me, I am the friend of the gods, and
of good men ;an agréeable companion to the artisan,
a household guardian to the fathers of families, a
patron and protector of servants, an associate in all
true and generous friendships. The banquetsof my
votaries are never costly, but always delicieus; for
none eat or drink at them who are not invited by
hunger and thirst. Their slumbers are sound, and
their waking hours are cheerful. My young men
have the pleasure of hearing themselves praised by
those who are in years; and they who are in years,
of being honoured by those who are young. Ina
word, my followersare favoured by thegods, belov-
ed by theiracquaintances, esteemed by their coun-
iry, and, after the close of their labours, honoured
by posterity, andreceived up into heaven.” Here,
says the mythologist, they ended.—Weknow, by
the account we have of the life of this memorable
hero in ancient story, to which of these two fair
advocates he gave up his heart. And I believe
_every one who reads this will do him the justice to
approve his choice of virtue, in preference to vo-
luptuousness and vicious indulgence.
Apiciuswas a greatepicure,according to the low
and vulgar sense of the word; but Apicius was not
a Pliny,and yet Apicius had his pleasures. He had
eaten, itseems,of a certain fishat Minturnain Cam-
pania, buthe was told that the species was much lar-
erin Africa. Upon this,he immediately equipped
avessel, and set sail for that coast. 'T'he navigation
was difficult and dangerous: but what willnot hun-
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ger do? Apicius was a man of pleasure and appe-
tite; cvery league he travelled increased the neces-
sity of gratification. When they arrived on the
coast of Africa, several fishing boats, already ap-
prized of hisvoyage, came tohim, and brought him
some of the fishes in question; when how great wag
his surprise and chagrin, to find they were not at all
bigger than those of Minturna! [nstantly, therefore,
without being touched with the rational curiosit
of seeing a country he had never witnessed before,
without any regard to the prayers of the people in
his train, who wanted the refreshments of the shore,
Apicius ordered his pilots to return to Italy, and
thus ended his memorable adventure,

It is with great satisfaction that we can quote
the following, in honour of a living and exemplary
character, and not unsuitable to the subject be-
fore us. Mr. Boswell, in his account of General.
Paoli, observes, “That his notions of morality are
high and refined ; such as become the father of a
nation. He told me, one day, that his father
had brought him up with great strictness, and
that he had very seldom deviated from the paths
of virtue: that this was not from.a defeot of feel. -
ing and passion; but that his mind being filled
with important objects, his passions were employ-
ed in more noble pursuits than those of licentious
pleasure. I saw,” continues the author, “ from
Paoli’s example, the great art of preserving young
men of spirit from the contagion of vice, in which
there is often a species of sentiment, ingenuity,
and enterprise, necarly allied to virtuous qualities,
Show a young man that there is more real spirit
in virtue than in vice, and you have a surer hold
of him during his years of impetuosity and pas-
sion, than by convincing his judgment of all the
rectitude of ethics.”

L
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A boy, smitten with the colours of a butterfly,
pursued it, from flower to flower, with indefatiga-
ble pains. First he aimed to surprise it among
the leaves of a rose ; then to cover it with his hat,
as it was feeding on a daisy; now hoped to secure
it'as it revelled on a sprig of myrtle; and now
grew sure of his prize, perceiving it to loiter on a
bed of violets. But the fickle fly still elnded his
attempts. At last, observing it half buried in the
cup of a tulip, he rushed forward, and, snatching
it with violence, crushed it to pieces. The dying
insect, seeing the poor boy chagrined at his dis-
appointment, addressed him, with the calmness
of a Stoic, in the following words : “ Behold, now,
the end of thy unprofitable solicitude ; and learn,
for the benefit of thy future life, that all pleasure
1s but a painted butterfly ; which may serve to
amuse thee in the pursuit, but, -if embraced with
too much ardour, will perish in thy grasp.”
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PRIDE.

SENTIMENTS.

Pride was not made for Man.
Pride goeth before destruction, and a high mind be-

JSore a fall.

THAT extraordinary value which men are apt to
put upon themselves, on account of real or imagi-
nary excellence of mind, body, or fortune, and
the contempt with which they regard all those
who, on comparison, seem inferior to them in
those qualifications on which they have grounded
the esteem they have for themselves, constitute
that'vice which we call Pride. There isno passion
which steals into the heart more imperceptibly,
.which coversitself under more disguises, or which
mankind in'general are more subject to, than this.
It is originally founded on self-love, which Is the
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most intimate and inseparable passion of humau.
nature; and yet man hath nothing to be proud of ;
every man hath his weak side; there is no such
thing as perfection in the present state. The few
advantages we possess want only to be properly
considered, to convince us how little they are to
be boasted of, or gloried in.

The” whole of our bodily perfections may be
summed up in two words, strength and beauty.
As for the first, that is a poor qualification to
boast of, in which we are, to say the least, equalled
by the plodding ox, and stupid ass. - Beside, it is
but a few days sickness, or the loss of a little .
blood, and a Hercules becomes as manageable as
a little child. Who, then, would boast of what is
so very ‘uncertain and’ precarious? As to beauty,
that fatal ornament of the fair sex, which has ex-
bausted the human wit in raptures to its praise,
which so often proves the misfortune of its pos-
sessor, and the disquietude of him who gives him-
self to the admiration of it; which has ruined cities,
armies, and the virtue of thousands; what is beau-
ty? A pleasing glare of white and red reflected
from a skin incomparably exceeded by the glossy
hue of the humble daisy in yonder field; the mild
glitter of an eye, outshone by every dew-drop on
the verdant grass. Is it inherent in the human
frame? No: a sudden fright alarms her; a fit of
sickness attacks her; the roses fly from her cheeks;
her eyes lose their fire; she looks haggard, pale,
and ghastly. Even in all the blooming pride of
beauty, what is the human frame? A mass of cor-
ruption, filth, and disease, covered over with a
fair skin. When the animating spirit flies, and
leaves the lovely tabernacle behind, how soon does
horror succeed to admiration! How do we hasten
to hide from our sight the loathsome remains of
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beauty ! Open the charnel-house in which, a very
little while ago, the celebrated toast was laid, who
can now bear to look on that face, shrivelled,
ghastly, and loathsome, so lately the delight of
every youthful gazer? Who could now touch her
with one finger? Her, whose very steps the ena-
moured youth would late have kissed! Can the
lover himself go near without stopping his nose at
her who used to breathe, in his esteem, all the
perfumes of blooming spring ?

The accomplishments of the mind may likewise
be said to be but two, knowledge and virtue. Is
there any reason to be proud of the poor attain-
ments we cau, in the present state, gain in know-
ledge, of which the perfection is to know our own
weakness; or, as Socrates said, to know that we
know nothing? Is that an accomplishment to be
boasted of, which a blow on the head, or a week’s
illness may utterly destroy? As to our attainments
in virtue or religion, to be proud on these accounts,
would be to be proud of what we do not possess:
for pride would annihilate all our virtues, and ren-
der our religion vain. For we all know that humi-
lity is one of the first dictates of true religion.

All the wits of almost every age and country
have exposed, with all the strength of wit and
good sense, the vanity of a man’s valuing himself
upon his ancestors ; and have endeavoured to show
that true grandeur consists.not in birth nor titles,
but in virtue alone. That man who is insolent or
arrogant, on account of his possessions, richl
deserves that hatred and contempt he unavoidably
meets. This fool knows not the proper use of
what he possesses; no wonder, then, that he ut-
terly wmistakes its real value.
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EXAMPLES.

Sethos, ktug of Egypt, growing mighty, grew,
at the same time, so proud, that he made his tri-
butary gings draw his chariot in the place of
horses: but observing one of the kings to look
very carnestly on the wheel, and demanding wh
he did so, the degraded monarch replied, “ [ am
comforting myself under my misfortune, by ob-
serving that the lowermost spokes of the wheel
become uppermost in turn.” Sethos took the
hint, and discontinued the custom.

Pharaoh Ophra, called also Apryes, used to boast
that he cared neither for God nor man, that would
wish to deprive him of his kingdom. Not long,
however, had he reigned, ere he was strangled by
Amasis, one of his own officers. :

Alexander the Great was so elated with pride by
the sway of his arms, that he caused it to be given
out that he was the son of Jupiter Ammon, and
claimed’ to be worshipped with divine honours.
His friend Calisthenes, the philosopher, venturing
to remoustrate with him oa his impiety, lost his
favour, and was afterwards slain by his command.

Menecrates, the physician, having cured some
daugerous and desperate diseases, assumed to him-
self the name of Jupiter, the chief of the gods.

So Empedocles, the philosopher, having cured
a person of a dangerous distemper, and observing
that the people almost deified him, thought fit to
throw himselt into the burning mountain of Altna,
to prove himself immortal, and be translated into
the number of the gods.

Cyrus, the first king of the Persians, suffered
himself to be worshipped with divine honours: as
did also Antiochus, king of Syria,
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Caligula, the Roman emperor, commanded that
he should be worshiped as a god, and caused a
temple to be erected for him. He built also his
house in the capitol, so that he might dwell with
Jupiter; but being angry that Jupiter was still
preferred before him, he afterwards erected a
temple in his palace, and would have the statue
of Jupiter Olympus in his form brought thither;
the ship, however, which was sent for it, was
broken in pieces by a thunderbolt. He used to
sit in the middle of the images of the gods, and
caused the most rare and costly fowls and birds
to be sacrificed to him. He had also certain in-
struments made, whereby he imitated thunder and
iightning ; and, when it really thundered, he used
to cast stones towalds heaven, baymg, ¢“ Either
thou shalt kill me or I will kill thee ;” with other
blasphemies, which we do not think proper to re-
peat in this work.

Domitian, Heliogabalus, Commodus, and Dio-
cletian, claimed to be gods, and fell little short of
the excesses of Caligula.

Curius Dentatua, the Roman consul, overthrew
the Samnites in a great baLtlt, and pmsumo them
to the sea, took many prisoners; and, in the pride
of his heart, on returning to Rome publicly
boasted that he had taken so much ]and as would
have turned to a waste wﬂdemeas, if he had not
taken so many men to plant it; and that he had
taken so many men, that they would have perish-
ed with famine, if he had not taken so much land
to maintain them.

Pompey the Great, when he heard that Julius
Caesar was coming with his army towards Rome,
boasted in the senate that, if he did but stamp
with his foot, he could fill Italy with armies; yet,
when dftelwalds he heard that Ceesar had passed
the river Rubicon, he fled from Italy into Epirus.
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Poppceea Sabina, wife of Nero, was excessively
proud. Her mules had bridles and furniture of
gold, were shod with silver, and sometimes with
gold.  She kept five hundred female asses always
about her court, in whese milk she often bathed
her body: for so careful was she of her skin, that
she wished to die before that should suffer
wrinkles or decay. _

Xerxes baving made a bridge of boats over
the Hellespont, for the passage of his immense
army from Asia into Europe, a tempest arose
and destroyed it; upon which he caused his men
to give the sea three hundred stripes, and to
throw chains in it to bind it to its good be-
haviour; which office was performed, accompa-
nied with these arrogant expressions : “ Unruly
water, thy lord has ordered thee this punishment;
and, whether thou wilt or no, he ‘is resolved to
pass over thee.”

The Khan of Tartary was used, when he had
dined, to cause trumpets to be sounded at his
palace gates, to give notice to all kings in the
world that, as the great Khan had dined, they
had then permission to go to dinner.

A poor Spanish cobler, on his death bed, being
solicited by hisson for his blessing, strictly enjoin-
en him always to retain the majesty of his family.

A poor woman in Spain, attended by three of
her children, went begging from door to door.
Some French merchants, out of compassion, offer-
cd to take the eldest of hersons into their service;
but, with true Spanish pride, she rejected the
proposal; scorning, as she said, that any of her
family should be disgraced by servitude; as, for
aught they knew, simply as he stood there, he
wight live to be.one day king of Spain.

John O’Neal, father to the Earl of Tyr Owen,
inscribed himself in al! places, “The Great John
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(O’Neal, friend to Queen Elizabeth, and foe to all
the world besides.

VVhen no one else would exalt Hildebrand to the
pope’s chair, he placed himself in it, saying, “ Who
can better Jud(re of my worth than myself?”

Xerxes, in his e expedition against Greece, call-
ing his princes together, thus addressed them :
“That I may not appear to follow my own coun-
sel, I have assembled you: but recollect, that it
better becomes you to obey than to advise.”

Attila, king of the Huns, pnoud]v gave out that
the stars fell before him, that the earth trembled
at his presence, and that he would be the scourge
of nations; yet, after all his pride, a flux of blood
broke ‘out at his mouth, and choked him on his
wedding-night. ,

Cleopes, king of Egypt, began to build an im-
mense p)mmld but wanting money to finish it,
and havi lnga beautiful danghter, he prostituted her
among his workmen to get money to accomplish
his gledt work, which he left a perpetual monu-
ment of his pride, folly, and wickedness.

Creesus, king of Lydia, having expressed an

extraordinary inclination to see bolon, that phi-
losopher lcpaned to Sardis to pay him a visit.—
The first time he was presented; the king received
him, seated on his throne, and dressed on purpose
in his most sumptuous robes; but Solon appeared
not the least astonished at the sight of such a
glare of m: lgmﬁcence.

“ My friend,” said Creesus to him, “ Fame has
evexy where reported thy wisdom. I know you
have seen many countries; but have you ever
secn a person dressed so magmhccntly as I am¢”
“Yes,” replied Solon; ¢ the pheasants and pea-
cocks are dressed more magnificently, because
their brilliant apparel is the gift of nature, with-

L 2
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out their taking any thought or pains to adern
themselves.” ;
Suchanunexpected answervery much surprised
Creesus, who ordered his officers to open all his
treasures, and show them to Solon; as also his rich
furniture, and whatever was maguificent in his
palace. He then sent for him a second time, and.
asked him it he had ever seen a man more happy
than he was; “ Yes,” replied Solon, “ and that
man was Tellus, a citizen of Athens, who lived
with an unblemished character, in a well regulated
republic. He left two children much respected,
with a moderate fortune for their subsistence ;
and, at last, had the happiness to die sword in
hand, after having obtained a victory for his
country. The Athenians have erected a monu-
ment to his - memory, on the spot where he fell,
and have otherwise paid him great honours.”
Creesus was no less astonished at this than at
the first answer; and began to think Solon was not
perfectly right in his senses.. “ Well,” continued
Craesus, ““who is the next happy man to Tellus?”
“ There were, formerly,” replied Solon, ““ two bro-
thers, the one named Cleobis, and the other Byton.
They were so robust, that they always obtained
the prize in every sort of combat, and perfectly
loved each other. One feast day, when the
priestess of Juno, their mother, for whom they
had the most tender affection, was to go to the
temple to sacrifice, the oxen, that were to draw
her thither, did not come in time. Clecbis and
Byton herenpon fastened themselves to her car-
riage, and in that manner drew her to the temple,
All the matrons, in raptures, congratulated their
mother on having brought two such sons into the
world.  Their mother, peretrated with emotions
of the strongest joy and gratitude, fervently
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rayed the goddess to bestow on her sons the best

ift she had to confer on mortals. Her prayers
were heard ; for, after the sacrifice, the two sons
fell asleep in the temple, and never afterwards
awoke. Thus they finished their hves by a tran-
quil and peaceful death.”

Creesus could no longer conceal his rage.—
¢ What, then,” said he, ‘“ do you not even place
me among the number of happy people?”—“ O,
king of the Lydians,” replied Solon, “ you possess
‘great riches, and are master of a great multitude
of people; but life is liable to so many changes,”
that we cannot presume to decide on the fellCJtV
ofany man, until he has finished his mortal career.

Alcibiades one day boasting of his riches, and
the great extent of his posscasion% Soccrates led
him to a geographical chart, and asking him in
what part Attica was phced It took up but a
small spotin the map,anda little more thana point.
Socrates then desired him to show him all his vast
possessions on that map ; but he replied, ‘“ They
are two small to be placed in a general map.”—
¢ See, then,” replied Socrates, ¢ what you make
such a boast of and what you pride yourself in so
much, is but an imperceptible point of earth.”
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SENTIMENTS.

Happy is the mun that findeth wisdom, and the mar
that getteth understanding. For the merchandise
of it us better than the merchandise of silver, and
the gain thereof than fine gold. ~She is more pre-
clous than rubres; and all things thow canst desire
are not to be compared unto her. Length of days
is in her right hand, and in her left hand riches
und honour. Her ways are ways of pleasantness,
and all her paths are peace.  She is a tree of life
to them that lay hold upon her; and happy s
every one that retaineth her.

> : 3 '
RELIGION is such a sense of God on the soul,
and our obligation to and dependance upon him,
as to make it our principal study to do that which
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we think will be pleasing 14 his sioht, and to avoid
every thing which we think will 6ffend him. As
he is the fountain of gnodness and justice, of
course religion must be the foundation of all Chris-
- tian and moral virtue: to do good to all, and to
avoid giving offence to, orinjuring willingly, even
those who are enemies and persecutors.

We may-confidently affirn that it is natural to
man, even in the most unenlightened state; for na-
tions that never were favoured with the knowledge
of religion by revelation, have, nevertheless, an
1dea that there is a Being who rewards good men
and punishes the wicked. :

Religion, like the treasure hid in the field, which
a man sold all he had to purchase, is of that price,
thatitcannot be had attoo great a purchase; since,
without it, the best condition of life cannot make
us happy; and with it, it is impossible we should
be miserable, even in the worst. It supports a
Christian under all the afflictions of life : the deser-
tion of friends, the wreck of fortune, and the loss
of reputation ; the deprivation of children who are
strongly linked to his heart; but, above all, per-
haps, the wife of his bosom, his second self; yet
he humbly submits to the soul-rending strokes,
and with Job says,  Though he slay me, yet will
I trust in him.” 1t is the aathor of a most glori-
ous hope—of a final victory over death and sin!
“1I kunow that my Redeemer liveth, and that he
shall stand at the latter day upon the earth; and
though after my skin, worms destroy this body,
vet in my flesh shall I see God.”

The great Lord Burleigh used to say, “ I will
never trust any man not of sound religion; for he
that is false to God, can never be true to man.”
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LEXAMPLES,

When Protagoras, the sceptic, whose strange
caprices led him to doubt ot every thing, even
though he saw or felt it, began his beok by say-
ing, “ As for the gods, whether they are or are
not, I have nothing to say;” the magistrates of
Athens highly resented this profane trifling with
things sacred, banished him out of their city, and
condewmned his book to be burnt by the common
executioner. ;

What a blessing to mankind was the ingenious,
humble, and pious Mr. Boyle!. What a commen

est was the fallacious, preud, and impious
Hobbes! Accordingly we find that the former
bade adieu to the world with the utmost serenity,
honour, and hope; while the latter went out of it
m the dark; and with terrible apprehensions of an
unknown iuture. He had been an instrument of
the prince of darkness, in poisoning many young
gentlemen, and others, with his wicked principles,
as the Earl of Rochester confessed with extreme
compunction and grief upon his death-bed. Itis
remarked by those who critically observed the au-
thor of the ““ Leviathan,” that though in a humour
of bravado he would speak very strange and un-
becoming things of God, yet in his study, in the
dark, and in his retired thoughts, he trembled be-
fore him Many appear like atheists in their mirth,
amidst wine and company, who are quite of other
sentiments in sickness, and gloom, and solitude.
What could make this strange man awake in such
terror and amazement if his candle happened to
go out in the night? What but that he was unable
to bear the dismal reflections of his dark and de-
solate mind; and knew not how to extinguish,
nor how to bear the light of ¢ the candle of the
Lord” within him.
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Xenophon informs us, that Cyrus, the founder
of the Persian empire, made the worship of the
gods, and a respect for religion, the first objects
of his care. Actuated by this principle, he ‘esta-
blished a number of magi, or priests, to sing daily
a morning service to the honour of the gods, and
to offer sacrifices; which was daily practised
among the Persians of succeeding ages. The
prince’s disposition quickly became, as is usual,
- the prevailing disposition among the people, and
his example became the rule of their conduct.
-Cyrus, on the other hand, was extremely glad to
find in them such sentiments of religion ; being
convinced, that whoever sincerely fears and wor-
ships God, will at the same time be faithful to his
king, and preserve an inviolable attachment to his
person, and to the welfare of the state.

Agesilaus, king of Sparta, was on all occasions

distinguished by his particular veneration for the
gods. The noblest circumstance of his victory
over the Athenians and Beeotians, at Cheronea,
was for sacrificing his resentment to the honour
of religion: for, a considerable number of the fly-
ing enemy having thrown themselves into the
temple of Minerva, and application being made
to him to know in what manner they should be
treated, he gave strict orders that none of them
should be touched ; though he then laboured under
the anguish of several wounds he had received in
the action, and was visibly exasperated at the op-
position he had met with. But his veneration was
not confined to the temples of the Greeks. When
he made war upon the Barbarians, he was equally
careful not to profane the images of their deities,
nor offer the least violation to their altars.. In the
same manner, Alexander the Great, when he de-
molished Thebes, paid a particular attention to
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the honour of the grds, snffering none of their
temples, or any other religious buildings, to be
plundered ; and afterwards, in his Asiatic expedi-
tion, which was purposely undertaken to humble
the pride, and retaliate the ravages of the Per-
sians, he was remarkably cautious not to injure,
or show the smallest contempt of, their places of"
worship; though the Persians had been notoriously
guilty this way when they invaded Greece.

Of all the singular virtues which united in the
character of Gustavus Adolphus, of Sweden, that
which erowned the whole, was his exemplary
piety to God. The following is related of him
when he was once in his camp before Werben.
He had been alone in the cabinet of his pavilion
some hours together, and none of his attendants
at these seasons durst interrupt him. At length,
however, a favourite of his, having some impor-
tant matter to tell him, came softly to the door,
and looking in, beheld the king very devoutly on
his knees at prayer. Fearing to molest him in
that sacred exercise, he was about to withdraw
his head, when the king espied him, and bidding
him come in, said, “Thou wonderest to see me in
this posture, since I have so many thousands of
subjects to pray for me: but I tell thee, that no
man has more need to pray for himself, than he
who, being to render an account of his actions to
none but God, is, for that reason, more closely
assaulted by the devil than all other men beside.”
When the town of Landshut, in Bavaria, surren-
dered to him at discretion, the principal inhabi-
tants ‘of it fell down upon their knees before him,
and presented him with the keys of their town.
“ Rise, rise,” said he; ““it is your duty to fall upon
your knees to God, and not to so frail and feeble
a mortal as [ am.”
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The ministers of Louis XIII. king of France,
were desirous to insert, in a treaty between their
sovereign and Gustavus, that the King of France
bad the King of Sweden under his protection.
Gustavus spiritedly replied, “ [ have no occasion
for any protection but that of God, and I desire
no other. After God, I acknowledge no superior;
and [ wish to owe the success of my arms to my
sword and my good conduct alone.” The same
Gustavus used to say that a man made a better sol-
dier, in proportion to his being a better Christian.
Eusebius, in his history, informs us that St. John,
during his ministration to the Western churches,
cast hiseye apon a young man, remarkable for the
extent of his knowledge, and the ingenuousness of
his mind. The aged apostle thought that he had
discovered in him a useful instrument for the pro-
pagating of Christianity: accordingly, he took par-
ticular pains to convert him, and to instruct him in
the divine doctrines of his great Maker; and, that
he might be still better acquainted with the system
of Christianity, at his departure, he recommended
him to the care of a pious old father, who had some
authority in the infant church. The youth conti-
nued awhile in the duties of his new profession, and
attended with care to the lectures of his venerable
tutor. But his former associates, when they found
themselves deserted by him, were grieved at the suc-
cess of the apostle, and exerted their utmost efforts
to regain so useful and entertaining a companion.
They succeeded in their attempts : the father was
forsaken, and his pupil plunged deep into irregula-
rity and vice. Theapostle, after some time, return-
“ed to those parts; and “ Where,” said he, with im-
patience, to hisagedfriend, ““ where is my favourite
youth ?”—¢ Alas!” replied the good old man, with
tears in his eyes, “ heis fallen, irrecoverably fallen !
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he has forsaken the society of saints, and is now a
leader of a gang of robbers in the neighbouring
mountains.” Upon hearing this unexpected and
unpleasing account, theapostle forgot his sufferings
and his years, and hastened to the place of rendez-
vous; where, being seized by one of the band, he
desired tospeak with their captain. The captain, be-
ing told thata strange pilgrim asked to be admitted
to him, ordered him to be brought before him; but,
when he beheld the venerable apostle, his hopes of
amusement sunk,and were changed into shame and
confusion: and the hardy leader of a band of robbers
trembled before'a poor and helpless old man. He
quitted, once more, the society of wickedness, and
lived and died in the service of his Redeemer.

While the colleagues of Constantius, the Roman
emperor, were persecuting the Christians with fire
and sword, he politically pretended to persecute
them too; and declared to such officers of his house-
hold, and governors of provinces, as were Chris-
tians, that he left it to their choice, either to sacri-
fice to the gods, and by that means preserve them-
selves in their employments, or to forfeit their
places and his favour, by continuing steady in their
religion. When they had all declared their option,
the emperor discovered his real sentiments ; re-
proached, in the most bitter terms, those who had
renounced their religion; highly extolled the vir-
tue and constancy of such as had despised the
wealth and vanities of the world; and dismissed
the former with ignominy, saying that those who
had betraved their God, -would not scruple to
betray their prince; while he retained the latter,
trusted them with the guard of his person, and the
- whole management of public affairs, as persons on
whose fidelity he counld firmly rely, and in whom
he might put an entire confidence,
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Theodoric the First, king of the Goths, in his

faith was an Arian ; yet he uever persecuted those
who differed from hun in his religious gpinions.
He was extremely ' displeased with those persons.
whom he sucpected of coming over to his belief
to gain his favour, and without really believing
what they professed to believe. One of his ofﬁ—
cers having thus temporized with his faith, he im-
mediately ordered him to be beheaded; saying,
“ If, Sir, you have not preserved your “faith to—
walds GoJ bow can I expect that you will keep
it with me, who am but a man?”

[t was the daily practice of that eminent phy-
sician, Dr. Boerhaave, thmusnout his whole life,
as soon as he arose in 1')’» morning, which was ge-
nerally very early, to retire tor an hour to pnv(lto
prayer and meditation on some part of the scrip-
tures. He often told his friends, when they asked
him how it was p0551ble for him to go through so
much fdti.rzue that it was this which gave him
spirit and vigour in the business of the day. This,
thenefore, he recommended, as the best rule he
could give: for nothing, he said could tend more
to the health of the body, than the tranquillity of
the mind; and that he knew nothing which could
support himself or his fellow- Cxedtmes, amidst the
various distresses of life, but a well-mounded con-
fidence in the bupxeme Being, upon the princi-
ples of Christianity.”

The emperor, Charles V. declared that he found
more satisfaction, more content, in his monastic
solitude, and exercises of devotion, than all the
victories and all the trinmphs of  his past life had
ever afforded him, though they made him esteem-
ed as the most fmrunatc of princes.

Mr, Locke, in a letter written the year before his
death, toone who asked him, “ What is the shortesy
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and surest way for a young gentleman to attain to
the true knowledge of the Christian religion” gives
this memorable reply.—¢ Let him study the Holy
Scriptures, especially the New Testament; therein
are contained the words of eternal life. It has God
for its author; salvation for its end; and truth,
withoutany mixture of error, for its matter.” The
death of this great man was agreeable to his life.
About two months before this event happened, he
drew up a letter to a certain gentleman, and left
this direction upon it; “ To be delivered to him
after my decease;” in which are these remarkable
words; “ I know you loved me living, and will
preserve my memory now I am dead. This life
1s a scene of vanity that soon passes away, and
affords no solid satisfaction, but in the conscious-
ness of doing well, and in the hopes of another
life. Thisis what I can say upon experience, and
what you will find to be true, when you come to
make up the account,”

Mr. Addison, as we learn from the late celebrat-
ed Dr. Young’s Tract on Original Composition,
after along and manly, but fruitless, struggle with
the distemper of which he died, dismissed his phy-
sicians, and, with them, all hopes of life. He dis-
missed not, however, his concern for the living ;
but sent for the young Lord Warwick, a youth
nearly related to him, and finely accomplished, yet
not above being the better for good impressions
from a dying friend. He came; but, life now glim-
mering in the socket, the dying friend was silent.
After a decent and proper pause, the youth said,
“ Dear Sir, you sent for me; I believe and hope
that you have some commands; be assured I shall
hold them most sacred.” May distant ages notonly
hear, but feel the reply! Forcibly grasping the
young nobleman’s hand, he softly said, ¢ See in
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what peace a Christian can die!” Hespoke with
difficulty, and soon expired.--Through divine grace
how greatis man ! through divine mercy how sting-
less is death! Who would not thus expire ?

M. Du Fresne took occasion one day to remark
to Louis XIV. that he did not appear to- be suffi-
ciently cautious in the liberty which he gave to.

~every one to approach his person, and more par-
ticularly when he was at war with a people (the
Dutch) who were irritated against him, and were
capable of attempting any thing. ¢ [ have re-
ceived, Sir,” said Louis, “ a great many hints
like this : in short, if I were capable of taking
them, my life would not be worth baving :it is.
in the hands’ of God; he will dispose of it as he
pleases ; and therefore [ do not presume to make
the least alteration in my conduct.” :

Louis, the late Duke of Orleans, thus expressed
the delight he found in piety and devotion: « I
know, by experience, that su blunary grandeur and
sublunary pleasure are deceitful and vain, and are
always infinitely below the conceptions we form of
them. But, on the contrary, such happiness and
such complacency may be found in devotion and
plety, as the sensual mind has no idea of.

Cardinal Wolsey, one of the greatest ministers
of state that ever was, poured forth his soul in these
words after his fall from the favour of Henry VIII.
‘““ Had I been as diligent to serve my God, as [ have
been to please my king, he would not have forsaken
me now in my grey hairs.”

Voltaire, a man who, after having long and too
Justly been considered as the patron of infidelity,
and after having shown himself equally the enem
of every religious establishment, at length, to the’
astonishment of all sericus minds, and at the close
of a long life of near eighty years, in the most so-
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lemn manner, gave the confession of his faith here
subjoined ; and which is confirmed on the oath of
several witnesses who were present. “ I believe,
firmly,” says he, ¢ all that the Catholic, Apostolic,
and Roman Church believes and confesses. I be-
lieve in one God, in three Persons, Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost, really distinguished; haviug the
same natare, the samedivinity, and the same power.
That the second person was made man, called Je-
~sus Christ, who died for the salvation of all men ;
who has established the Holy Scriptures. [ con-
demn, likewise, all the heresies the said church
has condemned and rejected; likewise all per-
verted misinterpretations which may be put on
them. This true and Catholic faith, out of which
none can be saved, I profess and acknowledge to
be the only true one ; and 1 swear, promise, and
engage myself, to die in this belief, by the grace
of God. [ believe and acknowledge, also, with a
perfect faith, all and every one of the articles of
the Apostles’ Creed, (which he recited in Latin,
very distinctly). [ declare, moreover, that I have
made this confession before the reverend Father
Capuchin, previous to his confessing me.” If a
veteran in the cause of infidelity thus closes his
life and his works, does it not greatly behove those
who have been deluded and misled by his writings,
seriously to look to themselves, and bring home
this striking example to their hearts, lest they fall
into the condemnation which their master seceks
thus meanly at the end to avoid?

Lord Peterborough, more tamed for wit'than re=
ligion, when he lodged with Fenelon, at Cambray,
was so charmed with the piety and virtue of the
archbishop, that he’ exclaimed, at parting, ¢ IfI
stay here any longer, I shall become a Christianin

spite of myself.”
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Sir  William Waller left behind him, in a
¢ Daily Directory” for his conduct, these reflec-
tions; ¢ Every day is a little life, in the account
whereof we may reckon our birth from the womb
of the morning; our growing time from thence
to noon, when we are as the sun in his strength ;
after which, like a shadow that declineth, we has-
ten to the evening of our age, -till at last we close
our eyes 1n sleep, the image of death; and our
whole life is but this tale of a day, told over and -
over. I should therefore'so spend every day, as
if it were all the life I had to live; and in pur-
suance of this end, and of the vow I have made to
walk with God in a closer communication than [
have formerly done, I would endeavour, by his
grace, to observe in the course of my remaining
span, or rather inch of life, this daily directory:
To awake with God as early as [ can, and to con-
secrate the first fruits of my thoughts unto him by
prayer and meditation, and by renewed acts of re-
pentance ; that so God may awake for me, and
make the habitation of mv righteousness prosper-
ous. To this end, I would make it iy care to lie
down the night before in the peace of God, who
hath promised that his commandment shall keep
me when awake.” Edmund Waller the poet, who
attended him in his last illness, was once at court,
when the Duke of Buckingham spoke profanely
before king Charles the Second, and told him,
“ My Lord, I am a great deal older than your
grace, and have, | believe, heard more arguments
for atheism than ever your grace did. But I
have lived long enough to see that there is no-
thing in them, and I hope your grace will.”
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SENTIMENTS,

e

The world’s dread laugh,
Which scarce the firm philosopher can scorn.

INOTHING is ridiculous but what is deformed ;
wor is any thing proof against raillery but what is
proper and handsome.

Men make themselves ridiculous not by quali-
ties they have, but by the affectation of those they
have not.

Ridicule is a weapon used by weak men and
little minds, when they have the wrong side of a
question, and are at a loss for arguments. The
wicked or profligate use it to shield themselved
against the conviction of truth: to perplex when
they cannot convince; to wound the reputation
of those they cannot emulate; and to frighten
the timorous from following the duties of con-
science and rectitude.
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It is commonly the strongest instrument of ig-
norance and error, and may be applied to either
side of the question, according to the dexterous
management of him that useth it.

Nothing blunts the edge of ridicule so much as
good humour, or sharpens it so much as the con-
trary.

Ridicule is the chief weapon of infidelity; the
lowest and most abandoned of mankind can ridi-
cule the most exalted beings ; they call prudence,
avarice; courage, rashness; and brand good-na-
ture and generosity with the name of prodigality;
they laugh at the compassionate for his weakness;
the serious man for his preciseness; and the pious
man for his hypocrisy ; and modesty is called
. prudery; for the man of wit is never so happy as
when he can raise the blash of ingenuous merit,
or stamp the marks of deformity and guilt 6n the
features of innocence and beauty. In short, it is

only calculated to put virtue out of countenance,
- 1o enhance the miseries of the wretched, and poi-
son the feast of happiness ; to insult man, affront
God; to make us hateful to our fellow-creatures,
uneasy to ourselves, and highly displeasing to the
Almighty.

EXAMPLES,

A young gentleman of moderate understanding,
but of great vivacity, by dipping into many au-
thors of the modish and freethinking turn, had ac-
quired a little smattering of knowledge, just
enough to make an atheist or freethinker, but not
a philosopher or a man of sense. With these ac-
complishments, he went into the country to his
father, who was a plain, rough, honest man, and
wise, though not Jearned. - The son, who took al]
opportunities to ghow his learning, began to esta-

M
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blish a new religion in the family, ‘and to enlarge
the narrowness of their country notions; in which
he succeeded so well, that he seduced the butler
by his table talk, and staggered his eldest sister.
The old gentleman began to be alarmed at the
schisms that arose among his ckildren, but yet
did not believe his son’s doctrine to be so perni-
cious as it really was, till one day, talkmg of his
setting-dog, the son said he did not question but
Cdllo was dS immortal as any one of the family;
and, in the heat of argument, told his father, that,
for his part, he expected to die like a dog.- Upon
which the old man, starting up in a passion, cried
out, ¢ Then, smah you shall live like one!” and
akmo his cane in hlb hand, cudgelled him out of
his system, and brought him to more senous re-
flections and better studies. I do not,” conti-
nues Sir Richard Steele, from whom this is taken,
““ mention the cudgelling part of the story with a
design to engage the secular arm in matters of
this nature; bat, certainly, if ever it exerts itself
in affairs of opinion and speculation, it ought to
do it on such shallow and despicable pretenders
to knowledge, who endeavour to give a man dark
and uncomtfortable prospects of his being, and to
destroy those principles which are the suppoxt
happiness, and glory, of all public societies, as
well as of private pexsons.”

"¢ If the talents of ridicule.” says Mr. Addison,
“ were employed to laugh men out of vice and
folly, it might be of some use in the world ; but,
“mstead of this, we find that it is generally ‘made
use of to lanugh men out of virtue and good sense,
by attacking every thing that is serious and so-
lemn, decent and praise-worthy, in human life.”
We have a remarkable example in the case of

the Lord Chaucellor Clarendon; concerning



4

RIDICULE. 245

whom, (among the other measures-taken to pre-
Judice and ruin him with King Charles the Se.
cond,) we are toid that moclery and ridicule
were two of the most notable weapons employed
by his adversaries—and almost all his adversarics
were the vicious and the profane. The Duke of
Buckingham, in particular, and Eleanor Gwyn,
the king’s mistress, were the chief amongst
these; the latter being often allowed to entertain
the king, and some of his courtiers, with mocking
at the age and infirmities of the good lord chan-
cellor, and attempting to imitate his lameness of
gait, and gravity of aspect; while the former,
upon every occasion, pleased himself and the
company in acting all the persons who spoke even
at the council board, in their looks and motione
- —a piece of mimickry in which he had an espe-
cial faculty, and in his exercise of which the
chancellor had a full part. Thus, in the height
of mirth, if the king ‘said he would go such a
Journey, or do the most trivial thing, to-mor-
row, a wager would be laid with him that he
would not do it; and when the king asked
why, it was answered that the chancellor would
* not let him; and another would protest that he
thought there was no ground for that impu-
tation ; however, he could not deny that it was
generally believed abroad that his majesty was
entirely and implicitly governed by the chancel-
lor: and when, by these means, they had often
put the king in a passion, it was instantly report-
ed with great joy in other companies. By such
petty, low, and most illiberal arts, was a great
and good man insulted, and at last degraded from
all his comforts, his honours, and his good name,
Nor was this all: the merry monarch himself
suffered most essentially by the like shafts of ri.
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dicule and buffoonery; had it not been for which,
there seems no room to doubt that, in many in-
stances, he had proved a much better king, and
a more haphy man. This is particularly noted
by the noble lord above-mentioned, who one day
told the king that it was observed abroad to be a
faculty very much of late improved in his court,
tolaugh at those arguments he could not answer.
“ And though,” said he, « the king did not then,
nor a good while after, appear to dislike the li-
berty I presumed to take with him, yet I found
every day that some arguments grew less accept-
able to him, and that the constant conversation
he held with men of great profaneness, whose
wit consisted in abusing scripture, and in repeat-
ing and acting what preachers said in their ser-
mens, and turning it into ridicule, (a science in
which the Duke of Buckingham excelled,) did
much lessen the natural esteem and reverence for
the clergy; and inclined him to consider them as
a rank of men who compounded a religion for
their own advantage, and to serve their own turns;
nor was all [ could say to him of weight enough
to make any impression to the contrary.” :
The Earl of Chesterfield, being at Brussels, was
waited on by the celebrated M. Voltaire, who po-
litely invited him to sup with him and Madame
C . His lordship accepted the invitation.
The conversation happening to turn upon the af-
fairs of England, “ I think, my lord,” said Ma-
dame C “ that the parliament of England"
consists-of five or six hundred of the best-in-
formed and most sensible men in the kingdom.”
—<“Triie, madam; they are generally supposed
to be so.”—¢ What, then, my Lord, can be the
reason that they tolerate so great an absurdity as
‘the Christian religion?”—¢“ [ suppose, madam,”
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replied his lordship, ¢ it it because they have not
been able to substitute any thing better in its
stead : when they can, I don’t doubt but in their
wisdom they will readily accept it.” Surely so
well-turned a piece of raillery was more forcible
than a thousand arguments; and in cases like these
it 1s, that the true sense of ridicule is seen.

After the assassination of his old master, Henry
the Fourth, of France, Sully withdrew himself
from public affairs, and lived in retirement thirty
years, seldom or never coming to court. Louis
the Thirteenth, however, wishing to have his opi-
nion upon some matters of consequence, sent for
him to come to him at Paris, and the good old
man obeyed his summons, bat not with the great-
estalacrity. The gay courtiers, on seeing a.man
dressed unlike to themselves, and of -grave and
serious manners, totally different from their own,
and which appeared to be those of the last century,
turned Sully into ridicule, and took him off to his
face. Sully, perceiving this, said coolly to the
- king, ‘ Sir, when your father, of glorious memo-
ry, did me the honour to consult me on any mat-
ter of importance, he first sent away all the jesters
and all the buffoons of his court.”

The Duchess of Burgundy, when she was very
young, sceing an officer at supper who was ex-
tremely ugly, was very loud in her ridicule of his
person, ¢ Madam,” said the king, (Louis the
Fourteenth,) to her, “ I think him one of the
handsomest men in the kingdom; for he is one of
the bravest,”

A gentlemen, of a grave deportment; was bu-
silyengaged in blowing bubbles of soap and water,
and was attentively observing them, as they ex-
~panded and burst in the sunshine. A pert youth

fell into a fit of loud laughter, at asight so strange,
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and which showed, as he thought, such folly and
insanity. “ Be ashamed, young man,” said one
who passed by, ¢ of your rudeness and igno-
rance. You now behold the greatest philosopher
of the age, Sir Isaac Newton, investigating the
nature of lights and colours, by a series of expe-
riments no less curious than useful, though you
deem them childish and insignificant. :
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SENTIMENTS.
To err is human; to forgive, divine.

Love your enemies, - bless them that curse you, do
good to them that hate you, and pray for them
which despitefully use you and persecute you.

By taking revenge, a man is but even with his
enemy ; but in passing it over, he is his superior.

To bp able to bear pxovocatzon 1s an argament
of great wisdom: and to forgive it, of a great
mind.

Revenge stops at nothing that is violent and
wicked. The histories of all ages are full of the
tragical outrages that have been executed by this
diabolical passion.

A more glorious victory cannot be g‘uncd over
another man than this, that when the! injury be-
gan on his part, the kindness should th*m on
Qurs,
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He that waits for an opportunity of acting his
revenge, watches to do himself a mischief.

It was a strange revenge of a countryman, who
was the last life in the lease of an estate in his pa-
tron’s possession, who, taking something ill of his
landlord, immediately poisoned himself to defeat
the other of the estate.

Revenge begins in anger, and ends with re-
pentance. _

Solomon says, ¢ The discretion of a man de-
ferreth his apger, and it is his glory to pass over
a transgression.

EXAMPLES,

When the emperor, Frederick; had obtained
most signal victory in Hungary, he spoke thus to
his soldiers : ““ We have done,” said he, ¢ a great
work; and yet thereisa greater that still remains
for us to do; which is, to overcome ourselves,
and to put an end at once to our covetousness,,
and the desire of revenge.”

In the isle of Majorca, there was alord of a
castle, who, amongst others, kept a negro slave;
and, for some fault of his, had beaten him with
great severity. The villain Moor, watching his
opportunity, when his master and the rest were
absent, shut the door against him, and, at his re-
turn, thus acted his revenge : while his' lord stood
without, demanding entrance, he reviled him,
violated his lady, threw her and two of his chil-
dren out at the castle windows, and stood ready
to do the like with the third and youngest child,
The miserable father, who had beheld the ruin
of all his family but this one, begged of his slave
to save the life of that little one; which the cruel
slave refused, unless he would cut off his own
nose. The fond parent accepted the condition,
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and had no sooner performed it, than the bloody
villain first cast the infant down headlong, and
then himself, in a barbarous bravery, thereby to
elude the vengeance of his abused lord.

A certain Italian having his enemyinhis power,
told him there was no possible way for him to
save his life, unless he would immediately deny
and renounce his Saviour. The timorous wretch,
in hope of mercy, did it; when the other forth-
with stabbed him to the heart, saying that now .
he had a full and noble revenge, for he had killed
at once both his body and soul.

A mnoble Bungarian having found one in bed
with his wife, committed the adulterer to prison,
there to be famished to death ; and, that he might
the better attain his end, he caused a rodsted
fowl every now and then to be let down to his
nose, that, by the sinell of the meat, his appetite
might be excited to the greater eagerness; but
he was not suffered to taste of it; it was only pre-
sented to make his punishment the more bitter.
When the miserable creature had endured this
usage for six days, on the seventh it was found
that hé had eaten the upper: part of his own
arms. ;

‘M. Tullius Cicero had made some orations
against M. Antonius; for which, whén Antonius
came to be of the triumvirate,' he caused him fo
be slain. Fulvia, the wife of Antonius, not satis-
fied with the death of that great orator, caused
his head to be brought to her, upon which she
bestowed many curses; she spit in the face of it;
she placed it upon her lap, and opening the mouth,
drew out the tongue, and pricked it in divers
places with a needie; and, after all, caused it to
be set up in a high and eminent place, over those

M 2 : hiee
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pulpits from whence the orators used to speak
their orations to the people.

George Villiers, Duke of Buckingham, was
stabbed at Portsmouth, Saturday, August 23,
1628, by John Felton. It issaid the villain did
it partly in revenge for that the duke had denied
him some office he had made suit for; nor is it
improbable, for I find him thus characterised :—
“ He was a person of a little stature, of a stout and
revengeful spirit. Having once received an in-
Jury from a gentleman, he cut off a piece of his
little finger, and sent it with a challenge to the
gentleman to fight him; thereby to let him know,
that he valued not the exposing of his whole body
to hazard, so he might but have an opportunity -
to be revenged.”

Anno 1500, at a time when Tamas Shah ruled
Persia, the city of Ispahan, (the metropolis of all
Persia,) surfeiting with luxury, refused not only to
contribute reasonably to the king’s occasions, at
that time molested with the Turks and Tartars,
but audaciously withstood his desired entrance.
A rebellion so 1nsufferable made him swear a re-
venge scarce to be paralleled. With fury he as-
saults, in a rage enters it, firing a great part, and
in a hostile severity pillaging each house: and,
to conclude, regarding neither the outeries of old
men, weak women, nor innocent children, in two
days he made headless three hundred thousand of
those Ispahanians; and, from Tamerlane’s rigid
example at Damascus, erected a trophy, (a pillar
of their heads,) as a memorial of their disloyalty
and his bitter revenge.

Memorable is the example of Johannes Gual-
bertes, a knight of Florence; who returning out
of the field into the city, attended with a numer-
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ous retinue, met with that very person who, not
long before, had killed his only brother; nor
could the other escape him.” Johannes presently
drew his swaord, that with one blow he might re-
venge the death of his brother: when the other,
falling prostrate on the ground at his feet, humbly
besought him, for the sake of the cxucxﬁed Churist,
to spare his life. Johannes, suppressing his an-
ger, let him depart, and offered his sword, drawn
as it was, before the image of Christ cruuﬁed, in
the next church he came to.

We cannot, perhaps, better instance the no-
blest way of taking revenge, than that heretofore
pointed out by a common soldier. When the
great Condé commanded the Spanish army in
Flanderb, and laid siege to one of its towns, the
soldier in question bemg ill-treated by a general
officer, and struck several times with a cane, for
some words he had let fall, answered, very coolly,
that he should soon make him repent it.  Fifteen
days after, the same general officer ordered the
colonel of the trenches to find him out a bold
and intrepid fellow in his regiment, to do a no-
table piece of service; and for which he promis-
ed a reward of a hundred pistoles. The soldier
we are speaking of, who passed for the bravest
m the regiment, offered himself for the busi-
ness; and taking with him thirty of his comrades,
whom he selected, discharged his commission,
which was a very hazmdous one, with incredible
courage and success. On his return, the officer
highly commended him, and gave him the hun-
dred pistoles he had promised. These, however,
the soldier presently distributed among his com-
rades, saying he did not serve for pay, -and de-
manded only that, if his late action seemed to
deserve any recompense, they would make him
au officer: “ And pow, Sir,” continued he, to the
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general, 'who did not know him, “ I am the sol-
dier whom you so'abused fifteen daysago; and I
told you I would make you repent it.” ~ The ge-
neral instantly recollected him, ‘and, in great ad-
miration of his virtue, threw his arms round his
neck, begged his pardon, and gave him a com-
mission that very day. ,

There was an uncivil fellow, who did nothin
all the day long but rail against Pericles, the fa-
mous Athenian, in the market-place, and before
all the people: and though he was at that time
the public magistrate, yet he took no notice of it,
but all the while dispatched sundry matters of im-

- portance, till night came; and then, with a sober
pace, went home towards his house, this varlet
following all the way with abuse. Pericles, when
he came to his house, it being dark, called to his
servants to light the fellow home. '

Hamilcar, general of the Carthaginians, after
gaining several battles, was enviously accused, as
if he went about to establish the sole sovereignty
in himself, and was put to death. His brother
Giscon was forced into exile, and all his goods
confiscated. - After which the Carthaginians made
use of several generals ; but finding themselves to
be shamefully beaten, and reduced to an extreme
hazard of servitude, they recalled Giscon from his
‘banishment, and having intrusted him with the
supreme comwmand in all military affairs, they put
ito his hands-all his and his brother’s enemies, to
be disposed of and punished at his pleasure. Gis-
con caused them all to be bound, and, in the
sight of the people, commanded them all to lie
prostrate on the ground; which done, with a
quick foot he passed over them all three times,

treading vpon each of their necks. ¢ I have
now,” said he, “ a sufficient and noble revenge
for the murder of my brother.” Upon which he
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freely dismissed them all; saying, “ T have not
rendered evil for evil, but good for evil.”

Aliverda, generalissimo of the armies of Abhas
the Great, King of Persia, and his prime minis-
ter, was as good a general, and as able a politician
as he was amiable in the capacity of a courtier,
From the constant serenity of his countenance. it
was judged that nothing could ruffle the calmness
of his heart; and virtue displayed itself in him so
gracefully and so naturally, that it was supposed
to be the effect of his happy temper. An extra-
ordinary incident made the world to do him jus-
tice, and place him in the rank he deserved. One
day, as he was shut up in his closet, bestowing on
affairs of state the hours which other men devote
to sleep, a courier, quite out of breath, came in
and told him that an Armenian, followed by a
posse of friends, had in the night surprised his
palace at Amandabat, destroyed all the most va-
luable furniture in it,and would have carried off his
wife and children, doubtless to make slaves of them,
had not the domestics, when the first fright was
over, made head against him. The courier ad ded,
that'a bloody skirmish ensued, in which his ser-
vants-had the advantage at last; that the Arme-
nian’s friends were all killed upon the spot, but
that the leader was taken alive. “ I thank thee,
oh Ali!” (the prophet most revered by the Persic
ans next to Mahomet,) cried Aliverda, “ for af-
fording me the means to revenge so €normous an
attempt. What! whilst I make a sacrifice of ‘my
days and my repose to the good of Persia, w hile,
through my cares and toils, the meanest Persian
subject lives secure from injustice and violence,
shall an audacious stranger come to injure me in
what is most dear to me! Lethim be thrown into
a dungeon, and give him a quantity of wretched



254 REVENGE.

food, sufficient to preserve him for the torments
to which I destine him.” The courier withdrew,
charged with these orders to them who had the
Armenian in custody. ,

But Aliverda, growing cool again, cried out,
¢ What is it, O God, that 1 have done ! Isit thus
I maintain the glory of so many years ? Shall one
single moment eclipse all my virtue ? That stranger
has cruelly provoked me; but what impelled him
to it? No man commits evil merely for the plea-
sure of doing it: there is always a motive, which
passion or prejudice present to us under the;mask
of equity; and it must needs be some motive of
this kind that blinded the Armenian to the dread-
ful consequences of his attempt. Doubtless 1
must have injured the wretch.”

He dispatched immediately an express to Aman-
dabat, with an order under his own hand, not to
make the prisoner feel any other hardship ' than
the privation of liberty. Tranquil after this act
of moderation, he applied himself to public busi-
ness, till he should have leisure to sift this parti-
ticular case to the bottom. From the strict enqui-
ries he ordered to be made, he learned that one
of his inferior officers had done very considerable
damage to the Armenian, considering the medio-
crity of his fortune; and that he himself had
slichted the complaints brought against him.
Eased by this discovery, he called for the Arme-
nian, whose countenance expressed more confu-
ston than terror, and passed this sentence upon
him : :

“Vindictive stranger, there were some grounds
for thy resentment; thou didst think I had justly
incurred thy batred; I forgive thee the injury
thou hast done me. But thou hast carried thy
vengeance to excess; thou hast attacked a man
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whom thou oughtest to respect; nay, thou hast
attempted to make thy vengeance fall upon inno-
cent heads, and therefore L ought to punish thee.
Go then, and reflect in solitude on the wretched-
ness of a man that gives full swing to his passions.
Thy punishment, which justice requires of me,
will be sufficiently tempered by clemency ; and thy
repentance may permit me to shorten the term.”
Demetrius Poliorcetes, who had done singular
services for the people of the city of Athens, on
setting out for a war in which lie was engaged,
left his wife and children to their protection, He
lost the battle, and was obliged to seek security
for his person in flight. He doubted not, at first,
but that he should find a safe asylum among his
good friends the Athenians; but those ungrateful
men refused to receive him, and even sent back
~to him his wife and children, under pretence that
they probably might not be safe in Athens, where
the enemy might come and take them. 4
This conduet pierced the heart of Demetrius;
for nothing is so affecting to an honest mind, as
the ingratitude of those we love, and to whom we
have done singular services. Some time after-
wards, this prince recovered his affairs, and came
- with a large army to lay siege to Athens. The
Athenians, persuaded that they had no pardon to
expect from Demetrius, determined to die sword
i hand, and passed a decree, which condemned
to death those who should first propose to surren-
der to that prince; bul they did not recollect,
that there was but little corn in the city, and that
they would, in a short time, be in want of bread.
Want soon made them sensible of their error,
and, after having suftered hunger for a long time,
the most reasonable among them said, ¢ It would
be better that Demeuius should kill us at once,
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than for us to die by the lingering death of fa-
mine; oelhaps he will have pity on our wivesand
chlldxen. They then opened to hmn the gates
of the city.

Demetrius, having taken possession of the city,

ordered that all the married men should assemble
in a spacious place appointed for the purpose, and
that the soldiery, sword in hand, shouvid surround
them. Cries and lamentations were tien heard
from every quarter of the city, women embracing
their husbands, children their parents, and all
taking an eternal fareweil of each other. :

When the married men were all thus collected,
Demetrius, for whom an elevated situation 4was
provided, xeploached them for their ingratitade
in the most feeling manger, insomech “that he
Jhimself could nothelp shedding tears. Demetrius
for some time remained silent, while the Atheni-

, ans expected that thenext words he uttered would
be to order his soldiers to massacre them all.

It is hardly possible to say what musthave been
their surprise, when they heard that good prince
say, “ I wish to convince you how ungenerously
you have treated me; for it was not to an enemy
vou have refused asqmmnce, but to a prince who
foved you, who still loves you, and who wishes to
revenge hinself only by granting you pardon, and
by bemo sull your friend. Return to your cwn
homes.  While you have been here, my so]diels
have been filling your houses with provisions.”

When Louis XII. ascended the throne of
France, mauy of the great men of the court, who,
when he was merely Duke of Orleans, had behaved
to him with neglect, were atiaid to present them-
selves before him.  Louis nobly said, ¢ The King
of France disdains to revenge the i IBJUII €3 com-
mitted against the Duke of Orleans.”
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He was once pressed by some of his ministers
to seize upon the territory of a prince who had
offended him. ¢ I had rather,” replied he, “ lose
a kingdom, which might perhaps be afterwards
restored to me, than lose my honour, which can
never suffer any reparation. The advantages that
my enemies gain over me, can astonish no one.
They make use of means that I have ever dis-
dained to employ : these are, treachery, and the
violation of the laws of the gospel. If honour
be banished from the breasts of all other men, it
should keep its seat in the breast of a sovereign.”
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SENTIMENTS.,

Blessings ever wait on virtuous deeds ;
And though a late, a sure reward succeeds.

VIRTUE is the surest foundation both of repu-
tation and fortune; and the great step to great-
ness is to be honest. ]

He that would govern his actions by the laws of *
virtue, must keep guilt from the recesses of his
heart, and remember, that the pleasures of fancy,
and the motions of desire, are more dangerous as
they are more hidden, since they escape the awe
of observation, and operate equally in every situ-
ation, without the concurrence of external oppor-
tunities.

He who desires no virtue in his companion, has
no virtue in himself,

Many men mistake the love for the practice of
virtue, and are not so much good men, as the
friends of goodness.

Virtue is most laudable in that state which
makes it most difficult. '
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To dread no eye, and to suspect no tongue, is
the great prerogative of innocence; an exemption
granted only to invariable virtue.

Virtue has such a peculiar beauty and comeli-
ness, that even men of the most opposite charac-
ter are impelled to reverence itin others, whatever
be their station. Tully very justly observes, that,
if virtue were to appear in a human form, all men
would adore her.

Virtue is the greatest ornament to youth; to
the poor, serviceable; to the unfortunate and af-
flicted, a sure support: she ennobles the slave,
and exalts nobility, and is the brightest gem in the
crown of a sovereign. £

None but the virtuous dare to hope in bad cir-
cumstances. In the deepest distress, virtue is more
illustrious than vice in its highest prosperity.

EXAMPLES.

M. Porcius Cato, the Elder, lived with that in-
“tegrity, that though he was fifty times accused, he
was yet so many times adjudged innocent; nor
did he obtain this by favour or wealth, but against
the favour and riches of almost the whole city.
His honesty and severity had raised him up very
many enemies, and much of envy, for he spared
no man, nor was he a friend to any, who was not
so to the commonwealth, At last, being accused
in his old age, he required and obtained that Ti-
berius Sempronius Gracchus, one of the chief
of his enemies, should be appointed for his judge:
buteven he acquitted him, and gave sentence that
he was innocent. Through this his confident ac-
tion, he ever after lived both in great glory and
equal security.

Pcedaretus, of Lacedaemon, on presenting him-
self in order to be admitted a member of the
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Council of Three hundred, (the Lacedemonian
House of Comimons, we will suppose,) was refused
a seat. Did he, in consequence thereof, labour
night and day to excite discord among his fellow-
citizens, and to obstruct the essential operations
of government? No: he went away rejoicing
that Sparta was. found to contain three hundred
men of greater worth than himself. '

A Spartan lady had five sons in the army, and
was in hourly expectation of news from the field
of battle. A messenger returns from the campj;
and with trembling agitation, she applies to him
for information.  Your five sons,” said he, < are
slain.” ¢ Base slave! did I ask thee that ?” “ Yet
we have gained the victory.,” = “ Thanks to the
gods !” exclaimed the mother : and she instantl
flew to the temple, in order to offer up her thanks.

During a period of the Roman history, Porsena,
king of the Tuscans, laid siege to the city of
Rome, and was on the point of reducing it to the
last extremity. A young Roman fraught with a
noble ardour, repairs, in the disguise of an Etru-
rian, into the enemy’s camp, advances even to
the royal tent, and, mistaking him for the king,
stabs the secretary to the heart. On being seiz-
ed, and asked his name, “ 1 am a Roman,” re-
plied he, sternly, ¢ and my name is Mutius,
Thou beholdest, in me, one enemy who wanted
to kill another; and I shall not have less courage
to suffer death than I had to give 1t,” In the
mean time, as if desirous to punish his right hand
for having disappointed him of bis prey, he put
it upon ared hot coal, which had been just kin=
dled for a sacrifice; and he beheld it gradually
consume away, without betraying the smallest
sense of pain. The king, strnck with this prodigy
of resolution, ordered him to be removed from the
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altar, and to be restored to his liberty. = ¢ Since,”
said Mutius to him, “ thou knowest the value of
virtue, what thou shouldst not have torn from me
by threats, i will freely grant to thy generosity.
Know, then, that there are three hundred of us
young Romans, who have sworn hefore the gods,
that we will kill thee in the midst of thy guards,
or perish, one and all of us in the attempt.” Por-
sena, equally struck with adwmiration and terror
at his speech, immediately raised the siege.

Among the prisoners whom Mithridates took
in one of the many battles he fought with the
Romans, an officer, named Pomponius, was one
day brought before him dangerously wounded.
The king asked him if, shou!d he spare his life,
he might reckon him among the number of his
friends? ¢ Yes,” replied the prisoner, “ if you
make peace with the Romans: if not, it would be
a crime in me to hesitate upon the subject.

In the history of China, we read of a Chinese,
who, justly irritated ai the many acts of oppres-
sion committed by the grandees, waited upon the
emperor; and, after enumerating his complaints,
“ I come,” said he, “to present myself a victim
to-that death which six hundred of my fellow citi-
zens have already experienced for a similar remon-
strance. At the same time | give thee notice to'
prepare for a series of fresh executions; for in

bina there are still eighteen thousand trusty pa-
triots, who, for the same cause, will successively
apply to thee for the same reward.” The emperor,
savage as he was, could not resist so much resolu-
tion: the above wordssunk deepinto hisheart and,
making an immediate enquiry into the grievances
complained of, he not only effectually suppressed
them, but put to death the cuipiits who had occa-
sioned so much misery to his subjects.
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The same history furnishes another striking -
stanee of patriotism, and that in a female bosom.
An emperor of China, pursued by the victorious
arms of one of his subjects, endeavoured to avail
himself of the blind respect which, in that coun-
try, a son entertains for the commands of his mo-
ther, in order to oblige that subject to disarm.
For this purpose, he dispatched an officer to the
mother ; and he, with a poignard in his hand, tells
her that there is but one alternative before her,-
death or obedience. “ Would it please your mas-
ter,” replied she to him, with a smile of bitter-
ness, ‘“to hear that I am ignorant of the tacit,
though sacred compact, which unites every sub-
*ect to his sovereign, and by which the former
are bound to obey, and the latter to rule with jus-
tice? By himself hath this compact been origi-
nally violated. Base bearer of the orders of a
tyrant, learn, from a woman, what,in such a si-
tuation, one owes to her country.” With these
words she snatches the poignard from the officer,
stabs herself with it, and says, “ Slave, if yet
there is any virtue remaining in thee, carry to my
son this bloody poignard; tell him to revenge his
country, to punish the tyrant; no longer has he
aught to dread fro me, to excite in him a scruple,
or to restrain him from the paths of virtue.”

In the eleventh century, Godiva, wife of the
Duke of Mercia, (a branch of the Saxon Hep-
tarchy,) manifested her love for her country by
‘a singular exploit. For beauty and virtue this
princess stangds the foremost of her age. Her
husband having imposed a very oppressive tax
upon the inhabitants of Coventry, she strongly
urged him to suppress it; but the duke, a man
of unaccountable caprice, refused her request,
unless she would traverse the whole town nakeds
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Godiva, despairing of success by any other means,
submitted to his brutal whim; and, having issued
orders that the inhabitants should remain con-
fined to their houses, and not look at her, upon
pain of death, she mounted on horseback, and
rode through all the streets of Coventry, without
any other covering, than what a copious head of
hair afforded her. One man, instigated by curi-
osity, peeped out at a window; and his impru-
dence was immediately punished with death. In
memory of this event, the remains of a statue, in

the attitude of a person gazing, are still to be
- seen upon that very spot of the ancient city of
Coventry,

During the threatened invasion of Britain, in
the course of a former war with France, when
there seemed to be a probability that the actual
service of every member of the community might
be requested for the security of the kingdom, an
Englishman thus frankly expressed his sentiments
on the occasion: “ As I am neither soldier nor
seamen,”’ said he, “ I will not scruple to acknow-
ledge that I have no pretensions to bravery; but,
as a citizen, my purse is at the service of my
country; my last guinea will I with pleasure re-
sign for the good of old England; but in no ex-
tremity will [ be prevailed upon to take up arms,”

Of the truth of the following story, which hap-
pened nearly at the same period with the above,
the reader may rest assured. In a company, one -
day, the conversation happened to turn upon the
supposed intention, which the French had formed,

~of making a descent upon England. A child of
about nine years of age, atter listening with great
attention L0 what was said, suddenly started up
from his chair, and ran forward to his father:—
“ Pray, papa,” says he, “ if the French come, will
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they bring any little boys with them?” 1 can’t
tell,” replies the father; “ but why do you ask?”
¢ Because,” replies the other, clinching his fists,
¢ I would box them one after another; and give
them such a drubbing, that they would sever
wish to come again.” The gentlemen preseat, ag
it way be supposed, were enchanted with this in-
fantine, though nobie impulse of resentment
against the declared enemies of the country;
and, taking him in their arms, they loaded him
with caresses ‘and with praises for his patrotic
resolution. ,

Julius Drusus, a tribune of the people, had a
house that, in many places, lay open to the eyes
of the neighbourhood. There came a workman
to him, and told him that, at the price of five
talents, he would so alter it, that it should not
be liable to that inconvenience. - “ 1 will give
thee. ten talents,” said he, ¢ if thou canst make
my house conspicuous in every room of it, so
that ail the city may behold after what manner I
lead wmy life.” :

"Wheu the senate of Rome was in debate about
the election of a censor, and that Valerianus was
in nomination;, Trebellius Pollio writes, that the
universal acclaination of the senators was, “ The
life of Valerianus is a censorship; let him be
the judge of us all, who is better than all-of us:
let him judge of the senate who cannot be charg-
ed with any crime; let him pass sentence upon
our lite, against whom nothing is to.be objected.
Valerianus was almost a censor from-his cradle;
Valerianus 1s a censor in his whole life: heis a
prudent senator ; modest, grave; a iriend to good
men, an enemy to tyrants; an enemy fo the vi-
cious, but a greater unto vice. We receive this -
man for our censor: him we will imitate: he
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is the most noble amongst us, the best in blood,

of exemplary life, of excellent learning, of choice
manners, and the example of antiquity.”

Plato, the son of Ariston, happening to be at
Olympia, pitched histent with some persons whom
he knew not, and to whom he was himself un-
known. Buthe so endeared himself to them by
his’engaging manners, living with them in con-
formity to their customs, that the strangers were
wonderfully delighted at this accidental inter--
course. He made no mention either of the aca-
demy or of Socrates, and contented himself with
telling them that hisname was Plato. When these
men came to Athens, Plato entertained them in a
friendly manner. His guests addressing him,
said, ““ Show us, oh, Plato, your namesake, the
pupil of Socrates, and introduce us into his aca-
demy, and be the means of our deriving some in-
struction from him.” He, smiling with his ac-
customed good' humour, exclaimed, “ I am that-

_person.” They were filled with astonishment at
the idea of their having been ignorantly associated
with such a personage, who had conducted him-
self towards them without the least insolence or
pride, and who had given them a proof' that, with-
out the usual display of his known accomplish-
ments, he was able to conciliate their good-will.

A young man, named Eretrius, was for a con-
siderable time a follower of Zeno. On his return
home, his father asked him what he had learned.
The other replied, that would hereafter appear.
On this, the father, being enraged, beat his son .
who, bearing it patiently, and without complain-
ing, said, he had learned this—to endure a pa=
rent’s anger, ‘ : it

Phocion, son of Phocus, whohad often been the
general of his countrymen, was condemned to
death ; and being in prison, was about to drink the

N .
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hemlock. Whentheexecutionerheld out to himthe
cup, his relations asked if he had any commands for
his son, “ I order him,” said Phocion, “ to bear no
animosity nor revenge against the Athenians, on
account of this poison which I now drink.”
Codrus, the last and best king of Athens, had
reigned about one-and-twenty years, beloved by
his subjects, and dreaded by his- enemies. His
country was at length invaded by the Heraclide,
and in danger of falling a sacrifice to their con-
quering swords ; when the good old king found
means of saving it by the following stratagem,
though at the expence of his own life. He was
informed by his spies, that the enemy had consult-
ed the oracle about the success of -the war, and
had been promised a complete victory, ¢ provided
they could avoid killing the Athenian king;” for
which reason they had taken all proper care to
prevent it. Codrus, to frustrate their precaution,
went-one night in to their camp, disguised like a
homely countryman, and fell a quarrelling amon
some of their guards; from words they fell to
blows, and tlie king, who came with a resolution
ta lose his life, bestirred himselt withsuch bravery,
that he soon fell dead at their feet. On the mor-
raw, when his body .was found, covered with
wounds, apd weltering in his own blood, the ene-
my, recollecting the words of the oracle, were
struck with such dread, that they immediately
marched out of the Athenian territories, without
striking one stroke, or committing any further
hostility.  When his death had reached his sub-
jJects” ears, they conceived such a veneration for
their ‘magnanimous prince, that they esteemed
none worthy to bear the royal title after him; and,
from that time, put the government ot Athens un-
der elective magistrates, called Archons, or Chiefs.
Theirgratitude did not end here; they chose his
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- son"Medon to that dignity, and continued it to
his posterity during twelve generations; that is,
for nearly two hundred years.

The city of Rome was once in the utmost con-
sternation, being in danger of being swallowed up
by an earthquake, which had already opened a
moustrous gulf in their very forum. ~All the citi-
zens and slaves had in vain tried to fill it up with
all the stones, earth, and rubbish they could get,
far and near. At length, they had recourse to their-
augurs and soothsayers, who told them that the
impending mischief was not to be prevented but
by flinging into the chasm the thing in which the
power and strength of Rome consisted. While
they were deliberating about the meaning of this
intricate answer, Curtius, a noble youth, present-
ed himself to them, and asked them whether they
had any stronger or more valuable support than
arms and valour? He scarce stayed for an answer,
but being fully persuaded that his death would
prove the means of saving his country, went and
accoutred himself in stately armour, and being
mounted on a horse richly caparisoned, rode
through crowds of spectators of all ranks, till he
came to the dreadful gulf. Here, after he had
devoted his life afresh to the safety of Rome, with
an intrepid courage, more easily to be admmired than
followed, heleaped into the chasm with his horse,
whilst the astonished multitude celebrated the he-
roic deed with the highest praises. His memory
has been ever since held in great admiration by all
nations, and is still celebrated in history as one of
the noblest instances of patriotism.

Cimon, the brave Athenian general, had gained
so many glorious victories over the Persians and
other enemies of Athens, that he had raised that
republic to a great height of power and grandeur,
and himself to the highest post of honour in it.
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Cimon was an accomplished commander, knew
when and how to make use of arms when he was
bent upon new conquests, or how to weaken an
enemy, by raising revolts among them by his se-
cret intrigues. At home he was a perfect states-
man; and partly by his authority, but more by his
affable behaviour, had made a considerable refor-
matioa in the commonwealth.

Cimon had two powerful enemies in it; the one
Themistocles, a haughty and ambitious rival ; the
other the common people, who coald not brook to
see their power curtailed, and their credit lessened,
by that worthy patriot, who thought it more just
and expedient to bestow the administration of pub-
lic affairs on persons of quality and note, than to
raise men of the lowest rank to it. These, there-
fore, animated by Themistocles, assembled in a tu-
multuous manner in the forum, and demanded an
ostracism of the magistrates; which they not dar-
ing to deny at that juncture, Cimon was-thereby
divested of all his dignities, condemned to banish-
ment, and even forbid to serve as a volunteer in
their then war against the Lacedzmonians.

It was well for the republic, that Cimon did not
carry his resentment against them so high as man
others would have done, else he might then easily
have ruined them. For, soon after his banishment,
they were so broken into factions athome, and had
such powerful enemies to fight againstabroad, that
they must have sunk under the double weight. In
this emergency their pride was forced to yield, and
he was again recalled to save his country, after their
defeat at the famous battle of Tanagra. The noble
exile did not hesitate a moment, but returned to
Athens, and forgetting all but his love to his coun-
try, set about reforming the abuses which had
crept in during his absence, which was no sooner
done, than he bent his arms against the Persians,
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and gained a fresh victory over them; after which
he invaded the island of Cyprus; and, had he not
been unfortunately killed at the siege of Citiuin,
it is thought he would have conquered that, and
the whole kingdom of Egypt.

Aneas, the son of Anchises, prince of Troy, 1s
chiefly famed and distinguished from other ancient
heroes, for his filial affection and piety to his decre-
pid father. Theold prince was eighty years of age,
when the city of Troy, his capital, was, after a ten
yearssiege, taken by the Greeks,and burnt; so that
he must have inevitably perished in the flames, or s
fallen a sacrifice to the enemy’s sword, had not his
brave and affectionate son made his way throughall
dangers to come to his rescue, and on his shoulders
conveyed him to a place of safety. This noble ac=
tion it is that raises ZBneas’s character above all his
other exploits, and has received the greatest com-
mendation from all the writers of antiquity, as a
pattern worthy the imitation of posterity. .

Manlius, the Roman dictator, for his haughtiness
and cruelty surnamed imperious, had made 80 it a
use of dictatorial dignity, that, immediately after
his term of sérvice was expired, aprocess was be-
gun against him, and several cri minal articles laid
to his charge, of which he had a copy delivered to
him, that he might either clear himself from, or
be punished for them. One of them, among the
yest, was, that he had confined his son Titus to his
country seat, and obliged him to work thereamong
his servants and slaves, under pretence that he
had an impediment in his speech, and was a youth
of a dull and slow capacity. The whole city had
already condemned him, both as an unnatural pa-
rent and tyrannical magistrate, and were in hopes
to see some severe punishment inflicted upon him,
None were found that pitied him but his much-

injured son Titus, who took it so to heart that he
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should " furnish any aggravation to his father’s
guilt, that he took up a noble resolution to save
him at the hazard of his own life. Accordingly,
on the day before the trial, he left his father’s farm
early in the' morning, and came directly to the
house of Pomponius, the tribune, who was appoint-
ed to try him, and sentto desire (o speak with him.
The tribune easily admitted him to a private con-
ference, not doubting but he came to bring some
fresh accusation against his barbarous father; but
he was soon undeceived, to his great surprise and
astonishment, when Titus, drawing out a dagger,
clapped it to his breast, and swore that he was
come with full purpose to sheath it in his heart,
unless he engaged himself by the most solemn
oaths to desist from the prosecution egainst Man-
lius. Pomponius was so terrified at thie unexpect-
ed compliment, that he was glad to promise him
what he asked, and to swear to the taithful pex-
formance of'it ; after which, Titus contentedly re-
tarned to his confinement. The DEceR e RIS
accordingly dropped; and the people, who could
not but highly admire the exalted piety of the son
towards a most inhuman father, applauded the
tribune’s conduct in rewarding it with Manlius’s
discharge. From that time, both Titus, and, for
his sake, the haughty Manlius, became the admi-
ration of Rome, and both were raised to some of
the highest dignities in the government,
Antigonus also is justly famed for his piety to
his unfortunate father, once the potent king of
Macedonia, but through a long series of ill suc-
cesscs, reduced to the Jowest state by his ungrate-
ful son-in-law, Seleucus, king of Syria. Deme-
trius; which was the unhappy king’s namne, finding
himself forsaken by his treacherous army, and
ready to be betrayed into the hands of his enewmy,
was advised by the few friendsthat were left abaut
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him, to surrender himself, which he accordingly
did. Seleucus at first received him with tokens
of the greatest respect and friendship, protesting
that he thought himself more obliged to fortune
for giving him this opportunity ot showing his
elemency towards him, than if he had gained a
complete victory over him. But he soon after
convinced him that he meant nothing more, by all
these florid expressions, than to amuse him, and
secure him so fast, that he should never have it in
his power to regain his liberty. Accordingly, be
sent him soon after intoa strong castlein an island,
and there kept him close prisoner, where he might
have leisure to reflect on his past misfortunes,
without the least possibility of remedying them.
When Demetrius found himself in this forlorn and
desperate situation, he sent a letterto his generous
son, to acquaint him with it ; not to desire him to
undertake any thing towards regaining his liberty,
for that he expressly forbid him ; but, on the con-
trary, to enjoin him to look upon his father as
dead, and himself as king ‘in his stead, to govern
his subjects with moderation and justice, and by
no means to part with any cities, lands, or trea-
sure, to Seleucus, by way of ransom, or to give
credit to any letter to the contrary, though writ-
ten with his own hand, and sealed with his own
seal. This noble disinterestedness in the father
made so deep an impression on the heart of the
heroic son, that, instead of obeying his commands,
he sought for nothing so much as how to procure
his freedom. But as he was too inferiorin strength
to attempt it by force of arms, he endeavoured to
obtain it by pacific means, by interesting several
princes and states to sue to Seleucus for hisliberty,
whilst himself offered him all the provinces which
he held in Greece, which were very considerable,
together with some large sums of money, and at
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length his own person, as hostage for his father’s
release. Seleucus lent a deaf ear to all his offers ;
but Demetrius, being afraid lest his generous son
should make such new and large ones as might be
thought worth accepting, seems to have only
sought how to prevent it by hastening his own
death, by giving himself up to drinking and ban-
queting, which with his confinement and want of
exercise, brought an incurable distemper upon
him, which carried him offin the third year of his
imprisonment, Antigonus’s piety did not end with
his father’s life; but, when he heard of his death,
and that his ashes were sent to him by Seleucus,
he sailed with a noble fleet to the Archipelago to
mecet them, deposited them in a rich urn of gold,
which he placed on the poop of his royal galley,
under a stately canopy, set his own crown upon it,
and stood by it in deep mourning, and with his
eyes bathed with tears. Tn this mournful pomp
they entered the harbour of Corinth, where he left
all bis father’s trophies as standing monuments of
his former valour and success, but sent the royal
urn to Demetria, a favourite city, built by the
deceased king, and called by his own name.
Herod, the haughty and cruel king of Judea,
had, in oneof his desperate fits of jealousy, caused
his virtuous and innocent queen, Mariamne, a
princess of the most exalted character and merit,
to be unjustly condemned to death, and led to pub-
lic execution. He had two noble sons by her,
Alexander and Aristobulus, whom he had sent to
Rome to be educated under the Emperor Augus-
tus’s eye. As soon as these young princes receiv-
ed the melancholy news of their mother’s catas.
trophe, they could not forbear expressing their
grief and resentment at it in such terms as thejr
love and piety towards that best of mothers in-
spired them with, but which so enraged their jea~
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lous father, that he immediately caused them to be
tried for treason, and condemned to lose their
heads. At the same time he caused Antipater, a
younger scn by another wife, and a prince of'a base
character, to be declared his successor. Among
those who came to dissuadehim from putting these
two brave princes to death, and exposing. his old
age to the mercy of the arrogant and ambitious
Antipater, was Tyro; an old, honest, and expe-
rienced officer, who, upon his admittance, did as-
sure him that this young prince did entertain some
treasonable designs against his life and crown, and
was on that account become odious to the chiefs
of the Jewish nation. He badscarce done speak-
ing, when the suspicious king ordered him either
to declare immediately who those Jewish chiefs
“were, or else to be led to the rack, and there have
their names extorted from him. Tyro was ac-
cordingly sent to the torture, being unwilling to
sacrifice so many brave men to Herod’s fury.
They had already begun their bloody office upon
him, whea the brave old general must in all like-
lihood have expired in the midst of his torments,
as many more of both sexes had donebefore under
that cruel tyrant, had not his brave son freed him
at the expence of his own life. Tyro, which was
the brave youth’s name, came atthat very instant,
and, to save hisfather from the impending danger,
boldly confessed that he alone, without his father’s
knowledge, had conspired tomurder the king, and
save his two sons from death; upon which the old
man was released,and his generous son, in all like-
lihood, put to death; though Josephus, who relates
this story, mentions nothing of it; but only adds,
that his confession was believed by none but the
jealous Herod, who immediately sent orders to
have his two gallant and worthy sons strangled in
the castle of Sebaste.
‘ N 2
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An eminent citizen, who had lived in good fa-
shion and credit, was, by a train of accidents, and
by an unavoidable perplexity in his affairs, reduced
to a low condition.™ There is a modesty usually
attending faultless poverty, which made hjm rather
chuse to reduce bis manner of living in his present
circumstances, than solicit his friends, in order to
support the show of an estate, when the substance
was gone. His wife, who was-a woman of sense
and virtue, behaved herself on this occasion with
uncommon decency, and never appeared so ami-
ablein his eyes asnow. Instead of upbraiding him
with the ample fortune she had brought, or the
many great offers she had refused for his sake,
she redoubled all the instances of her affection,
while her husband was continually pouring out his
heart to her, in complaints that he had ruined the
best woman in the world. He sometimes came
home at a time when she did not expect him, and
surprised her in tears; which she endeavoured to
conceal, and always put on an air of chearfulness
to receive him. To lesson their expence, their
eldest daughter, whom T shall call Amanda, was
sent Into the country, to the house of an honest
farmer, who had married a servant of the family.
This young woman was apprehensive of the rujn
which wasapproaching,and had privately engaged
a friend in the neighbourhood to give her an ac-
count of what passed from time to time in her fa-
ther’s affairs. Amanda was in the bloom of her
youth and beauty, when the lord of the manor,
who often called in at the farmer’s house as he
followed his country sports, fell passionately in
love with her. Hfe was a man of great generosity,
but, from a loose education, had contracted a
hearty aversion to marriage. He therefore enter-
‘tained a design upon Amanda’s virtue ; which, at
present, he thought fit to keep private, The in-
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nocent creature, who never suspected his inten-
tions, was pleased with his person, and, having
observed his growing passion for her, hoped, by
so advantageous a match, she might quickly be in
, acapacityofsup‘port‘ingherimpoverishedre]alions.
One day as he called to see her, he found her in
tears over a letter she had just received from her
friend, which gave an account that her father had
lately been stripped of every thing by an execu-
tion. The lover, who with some difhculty found
out the cause of her grief, took this occasion to
make her a proposal. Itis impossible to express
Amanda’s confusion, when she found his preten-
sions were not honourable. She was now desert-
ed of all her hopes, and had no power to speak ;
but, rushing from bim in the utmost disturbance,
locked herself up in her chamber. He imme-
diately dispatched a messenger to her father, with
the following letter :
“'SIR,

¢ have heard of your misfortune, and have offer-
ed your daughter, 1if she will live with me, to settle
on her fourhundred pounds a year, and to laydown
the sum for which you are now distressed. I will be
soingenuous as to tell you, that 1 do notintend mar-
riage; but, if you are wise, you will use your autho-
rity with her not to be too nice, when she has an
opportunity of saving you and your family, and of
making herself happy. Pam; &cs

This letter came to the hands of Amanda’s mo-
ther ; she opened and read it with great surprise
and concern. She did not think it proper to ex-
plain herself to the messenger; but, desiring him
to call again the next morning, she wrote to her
daughter as follows:

“ Drarest CHILD,

“ Your father and I have just now received a

Jetter from a gentleman who pretends love to you,
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with a proposal that insults our misfortunes, and
would throw us into alower degree of misery than
an  thing which is come upon us. How could
this barbarous man think, that the tenderest of
parents would be tempted to supply their wants
by giving up the best of children to infamy and
ruin ¢ It is a mean and cruel artifice to make this
proposal at a time when he thinks our necessities
must compel us to any thing; but we will not eat
the bread of shame; and therefore we charge thee
not to think of us, but to avoid the snare which is
laid for thy virtue. Beware of pitying us; it is
not so bad as you have perhaps been told. All
things will yet be well, and I shall write, my child,
better news. _

“ I have been interrupted. I know not how I
was moved to say things would mend. As1 was
going on, I was startled by the noise of one that
knocked at the door, and had brought us an un-
expected supply of a debt which has long been
owing. Oh! 1 will now tell thee all. Tt 1s some
days I have lived almost without support, hay-
ing conveyed what little money I could raise
to your poor father. Thou wilt weep to think
where he is; yet be assured he will soon be at
liberty.  The cruel letter would have broken
his heart ; but I have concealed it from him. I
have no companion at present besides little
Fanny, who stands watching my looks as I write,
and 1s crying for her sister.  She says she is sure
you are not well, having discovered that my pre-
sent trouble is about you. But do not think I
would thus repeat my sorrows to grieve thee.
No! itis to entreat thee not to make them in-
supportable, by adding what would be worse than
all. Let us bear cheerfully an affliction which
we have not brought upon ourselves, and remem-
ber there is a power who can better deliver us
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out of it than by the loss of thy innocence.
Heaven preserve my dear child!
“ Thy affectionate mother,

»

The messenger, notwithstanding he promised to
deliver this letter to Amanda, carried it first to his
master, who, he imagined, would be glad to have
an opportunity of giving itinto her hands himself.
His master was impatient to know the success of
his proposal, and therefore broke open the letter

-privately, to see the contents. He was not alittle
moved at so true a picture of virtue in distress;
but, at the same time, was infinitely surprised to
find his offers rejected. However, he resolved
not to suppress the letter, but carefully sealed it
up again, and carried it to Amanda. All his en-
deavours to see her were in vain, till she was as-
sured he brought a letter from her mother. He
would not part with it, but upon condition that
she would read it without leaving the room.—
While she was perusing it, he fixed his eyes on
her face with the deepest attention; her concern
gave a new softness to her beauty, and when she
burst into tears, he could no longer refrain from
bearing a part in ber sorrow, and telling her that he
too had read the letter, and was resolved to make
reparation for having been the oceasion of it. My
reader will not bedispleased to see the second epis~
tle, which he now wrote to Amanda’s mother.’

«“ MADAM,

“ 1 am full of shame, and will never forgive
myself if I have not yourpardon for what 1 lately
wrote. It was far from my intention to add trou-
ble to the aflicted; nor could any thing but my
being a stranger to you have betrayed me into a
fault, for which, if I live, I shall endeavour to
make you amends as a son. You cannot be un-
happy while Amanda is your daughter; nor shall
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be, if any thing can prevent it which is in the
power of, Madam, : |
“ Your most obedient,
“ Humble servant, ——,

This letter he sent by his steward, and soon after
went up to town himself, to complete the generouns
act he had now resolved on. By his friendship and
assistance, Amanda’s father was quickly in a con-
dition of retrieving his perplexed affairs. To con-
clude, he married Amanda, and enjoyed the dou~
ble satisfaction of having restored a worthy family -
to their former prosperity, and of making himself
happy by an alliance to their virtues.

he emperors of China select their wives out of
their own subjects ; and, provided they are accom-
plished with virtue and beauty, they regard not
their estate or condition. :

A merchant of Provence, of a most amiable cha-
racter, butof narrow circumstances, niet with some
considerable losses in trade, and became a bank-
rupt. Being reduced to penury and want, he went
to Paris to seek some assistance. He waited on
all his old customers in trade, represented to them
his misfortunes, which he had taken every method
to avoid, and begged them to enable him to pur-
sue his business, assuring those to whom he was
indebted, that his only wish was to bein acondition
to pay them, and that he should die contentedly,
could he but accomplish that wish. Every one he
had applied to felt for his misfortnunes, and pro-
mised to assist him, excepting one, to whom he
owed a thousand crowns, and who, instead of
pitying his misfortunes, threw him into prison.

The unfortunate merchant’s son, who was about
twenty-two years of age, being informed of the sor-
rowful situation of his father, hastened to Paris,
threw himself at the feet of the unrelenting cre-
ditor, and, drowned in tears, besought him, with

9
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the most affecting expressions, to condescend to
“ restore him to his father, protesting to him that
if he would not throw obstacles in the way to his
- father’s re-establishing his affairs, of the possibility

of which they had great reason to hope, he should
be the first paid. He implored him to have pity
on his youth, and to have some feeling for the
misfortunes of an aged mother, encumbered with
eight children, reduced to want, and nearly on the
point of perishing. Lastly, that, if these consi-
derations were not capable of moving him to pity,
he entreated him, at least, to permit him to be
confined in prison instead of his father, in order
that he might be restored to his family.

The youth uttered these expressions in so affect-
ing a manner, that the creditor, struck with so
much virtue and generosity, at once softened into
tears, and raising the youth from his humble pos-
ture, “ Ah! my son,” said he, ¢ your father shall
bereleased. So much love and respect which you
have shown for him make me ashamed of myself,
I have carried this matter too far ; but I will en-
deavour for ever to efface the remembrance of it
from your mind. [ have an only daughter who
1s worthy of you: she would do as much for me as
you have done for your father. I will give her
you, and with her all my fortune. Accept the
offer I make you, and let us hasten to your father
to release him, and ask his consent.”

Adrastus, a man of deep erudition, profound
reading, and of a philosophical turn of mind,
chose principally to reside in the country, chiefly -
for the uninterrupted pleasures of contemplation,
He was a man not only of learning and property,
but of philanthropy, and equally celebrated in his
neighbourhood for wisdom and generosity. Tt
happened that one of his tenants, although he
sented the smallest farm, and had a very large fa-
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mily depending on its cultivation, was by far the
most cheerful, and well disposed. His cottage,
though small, was dressed by the hand of neatness 3
and frugality, with simplicity, were ever the guar-
dians that attended upon his happy family. Allsitu-
ations and all seasons, from the beginning of spring
to the end of winter, were rendered delightful b
the happy bias of his constitution, ‘which enabled
him to turn all eventsto his advantage. Insorrow
he was humiliated, and in prosperity he was grate-
ful. He had lived as tenant of that very farin
when the father of Adrastus first took possession
of the estate, of which it was a part; nor had he
ever made a failure in the payment of his rent,
nor ever had a quarrel in the parish. His toil was
sweetened and alleviated by the thoughts of pro-
viding for his offspring ; and this constant employ-
ment not only inspired himn with health, but did
not allow him leisure to indulge the whimsical
wants of imagination, at the same time that it pro-
tected him from all improper, impertinent, or vi-
cious passions. He had in his time put many
estranged hands together; reconciled many pettish,
peevish differences; settled many family breaches;
suggested, while he was churchwarden, many a
little scheme for the benefit of the poor; and
never felt one emotion of envy at surveying the
possessions of the rich.
~ These unassuming, though solid virtues, gained
him such reputation in the country wherein he re-
sided, that he obtained, as it were proverbially,
the appellation of “ The Contented Cottager.”—
He was, in truth,

¢ Passing rich, with forty pounds a year.”

An account of him was transmitted to Adrastus,
who went to pay him a visit, in order to see how
truly report had characterised him; for, though
Adrastus lived and did much good in the country,
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yet his abstracted, philosophical, and sedentary
situation, made him, personally, but little ac-
quainted with even his own tenants, who were ge-
~nerally turned over to the steward, for the con-
versation and business of quarter-day. v

A man of the contented cottager’s disposition,
however, was too important an object not to excite
the curiosity of a philosopher; and,accordingly, he
set apart one afternoon, or rather evening, on pur-
pose for this entertainment. Adrastus arrived at
the farmer’s about half an hour after sun-set; when
¢ twilight grey had in her sober livery all things
clad.,” The farmer, whose name was Matthew
Mendland, was sitting at the door of his little cot-
tage,smoking his pipe, and surrounded by his chil-
dren; his wife was leaning over the fire, preparing
a decentand wholesome supper. Thefarmer knew
his landlord personally,and rose, as to his superior,
offering him the best seat in his homely cottage.

¢ Here your honour finds me,” said the farmer,
¢ in a small but happy place. 1 have been upon
your ground these many days; and, if you think

ood to renew my lease, which expires at Michael-
mas, [ shall most likely end my life in your service.
If your honour likes me, I like you. Your dues are
alwaysready to the hour; and L havenomore reason
to complain of my landlord, than he bas of his te-
nant: and so—.” Adrastus interrupted him, by de-
siring to see the lease,and to have a pen and ink, fox
the purpose of renewing it upon the spot. ¢ As to
pen and ink, Sir,” replied the farmer, ¢ I have no
use for them; and so [ never keep any by me. 1
can’t read or write,and so such things are of no ser-
vice; but, if your honour wants to write, I can send
to the shop for paper and ink,and I can easily send
one of my boys to the green to pick up a quill; or,
if your honour is in a hurry, Tom shall borrow a
feather from the old gander, who is, I see, just

\
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waddling to his bed.” “ [tdon’t signify at present,
farmer,” said Adrastus, “ ]| sign 1t another time.
But don’t you really know any thing about books?
I actually thought you was a scholar; that you had
employed all your spare time in study; that you ga-
thered your notions of economy, industry, and pa-
ternal propriety, from historic examples, or tradi-
tionary annals.” « No, really, Sir, not I,” said
the farmer; “[ am a very illiterate man. My fa-
ther could not afford to give me an education, and
I have had neithertime nor opportunity since. Na-
ture and the use of my eyes have been my only in-
structors; and if [ have been able to live reputably
to the age of threescore, and even to rear up my
children soberly, cleanly, and virtwously, I owe it
merely to them. Indeed, to say the truth, my bu-
siness, as a farmer, threw in my way a thousand in-
structive objects. My yard is stocked with im-
provement. At the end of that small slip of a gar-
den, I have a bit of a bee-hive, filled with little in-
dustrious animals, who tell me what a shame it
would be to lead the life of a drone: my maxim
upon this is, Sir, that he who don’t make some ho-
ney,ought to eat none; and so this made me inde-
fatigable to earn my meal before I sat down to it.
Nay, in this part of my duty I am farther instructed
by the little creatures who inhabit the mole-hill. Is
- 1t possible for a man to see the poor things hard at
work for the day of necessity,and not take the bint, -
and lay up a modicum for his own family ? I have
vested upon my spade, Sir, on purpose to look at
their labours, and then I have gone to work again,
lest they should have the sense to chide me for mind-
ing other people’s business more than my own. I
have an old house-dog, your honour—Here, Ho-
nesty, Honesty, where are you, Honesty *—He, Sir,
that aged animal, has kept my clothes by day, and
my cottage by night, tiil he has not got a tooth in
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his head: and he does for me what [ would do for
one Thomas Trusty, whom [ have loved since I was
young, and no higher than my hand: he once did
me a piece of service when it was most wanted,
and while [ have breath I shall never forgetit. He,
Sir, who has no gratitude, has no nature in him;
and an unnatural man is better dead than alive, be-
cause when a person does no good to hiz neighbour,
he has no business here. We are all born to do
something, and he who does a kindness deseryes
to be well remembered for it. With regard tomy
daty as a husband, I learn that from the very pi-
geons that coo and court around my dove-house.
To thisdear old dame I have been lawfully married
forty years,and I cannot think what our greatfolks
are about; I find such a pleasure in my constancy,
‘as [ am sure | could not receive from inconstancy ;
and the smiles of a goad woman are a rich reward.
With regard to the love | bear to these little ones,
I am taught the duty which, as a father, I owe to
them, by every living thing around me; the wren
that builds her nest under my hovel, the fowls
which peck about my yard, or swim upon my pond,
the ereatures which run about my pastures, teach
me to be affectionate to their persons, and anxious
for the preservation of my own offspring; and 1n
this manner I have learned my lesson of wisdom
and worship, truth and tenderness, from the beasts
of my fields, and the birds of the air.”

Herethe good man paused, and directed his eldest
daughter to draw some of his best harvest-home
beer. Adrastus was astonished at his simplicity of
manners,and at thesoundness of hissense, as well as
at the propriety of his remarks. ¢ Farmer,”said he,
“ you have distressed me, as well as delighted me.
I came prepared to offer you assistance, and you
have left me nothing to bestow. I have nothing
that you have not, buta greater portion of money;
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and you are so truly contented as you are, that any
addition would, perhaps, disconcert the economy
of your plan. You are a happy farmer, and a na-
tural philosopher, without the use of large, syste-
matic folios, or the toils of a-sedentary life. Give
me, however, the lease, that I may put it in my
pocket: I will tear the lease, and e

“ How!yourhonour,” said the poor alarmed far-
mer, ‘ tear my lease, instead of renewing it! Has
then my freedom or my happiness offended you ?”

“Yes,” Mr. Mendland,” replied Adrastus, “ [
will tear the lease, because you have no farther use
for it. The little spot of ground you have so long
enriched by your care, shali henceforth be a patrie
mony to your inheritance; you are the propietor
of it from this day. Call on me to-morrow morn-
ing, and the writings of surrender shall be made
out to yous; for the time to come, I must be con-
sidered, not as your landlord, but your friend. Let
me often see you at my table, and in my garden. In
short, as frequently as the business of your family
will permit, let me get that wisdom and understand-
ing which surpasseth mere mechanical science, in-
the soclety of the contented cottager.”  The far.
mer would have dropped upon his knee; but
Adrastus prevented him, saying, ‘ Rise, Mr,
Mendland, the obligation is on my side: [ have
been obliged. In exchange for a few acres, for
which I have no occasion, you have given me aset
of maxims and sentiments, that are as the puri-
fied, thrice-refined goldof Ophir, and shall never
depart from me.” From this moment, Adrastus
and the farmer were intimate companions.

Louis XII of France, who was a very economical
prince, was told by some one that he had been repre-
sented in a play as an avaricious man. [ had ra-
ther,” replied he, “ that my peopleshould laugh at
my avarice, than weep at my prodigality,” An offi-
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cer of rank in his army having ill-treated a peasant,
he ordered him to be made to live for a few days
upon wine and meat. 'The man, tired of this very
heating diet, requested permission to have some
bread allowed him. The king sent for him, and said
to him, “ How could you be so foolishasto ill-treat
those persons who put bread into your mouth ?”

The Duke of Montausier, tutor to the son of
Louis X1V. gave very often practical lessons of
virtue to his pupil. He took him one day into the
miserable cottage of a peasant, near the superb pa-
lace of Versailles. ¢ See, Sir,” said he, “ see, Sir,
that it is under this straw roof, andin this wretch-
ed hovel, that a father, a mother, and their chil-
dren exist, who are incessantly labouring to pro-
cure that gold with which your palace is decorated,
and who are nearly perishing with hunger to sup= -
ply your table with dainties.” On the day on which -
M. de Montausier resigned his‘situation of go-
vernor to the dauphin, on his coming of age, he
-said to him, “ If your royal highness is a man of
honour, ycu will esteem me; if you are not, you
will hate me; and I shall but too well know the
reason of your dislike.”

The wicked Judge Jefferies exhibited astriking
instance of the power of virtue upon a mind the
most vicious and profligate. He had no sooner
retired to his lodgings. at Taunton, to prepare
himself for the opening of his bloody commission,
than he was called upon by the minister of the
church of St. Mary Magdalen in that town, who
in a very mild manner remonstrated with him
upon the illegality and barbarity of the business
upon which he was then going to proceed.” Jef-
feries heard with great calmness, and soon after he
returned to London sent for him, and presented
him to a stall in the cathedral of Bristol.

Virtue and prudence are forcibly described by
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King Lemuel, in the book of proverbs. “Who can
find a virtuous woman ? for her price is far above ru-
bies. The heart of her husband doth safely trust in
her; she will do him good, and notevil, all thedays
of her life: she seeketh wooland flax, and worketh
willingly with her hands; she layeth her hands to
the spindle, and her hands hold the distaff. She
stretcheth outher hands to the poor; yea, shereach-
eth out her hands to the needy; she openeth her
mouth with wisdom, and in her tongue is the law of
kindness: she looketh well tothe ways of her house-
hold, and eateth not the bread of idleness. Her chil-
dren rise up and callher blessed: her husband also,
and he praiseth her: many daughters have done
virtuously, but thou excellest them all,” &c.

Thereisnot a more illustrious or beautiful exam-
ple of virtue for the umitation of youth in true or fa-
bulous history, than the story ofthe young Joseph,
(See ImruriTY), asrecorded in Genesis, chap.
xxxix. Not only thatinstance, but the whole con-
ductof his life, are such admirable examples of wis-
dom and virtue, as must excite the most perfect
esteem and love of his character, more than any
fictitious description that ever was yet written.

Mr. Seward, who has had access to some manu-
script memoirs of the Fanshawe family, never yet

ublished, tells us that therein Lady Fanshawe
thus addressed her only son:

“ [indeavour tobe innocent as adove, but as wise
asaserpent;andlet thislesson direct youmostin the
oreater extremesoftortune: hateidleness,andavoid
adl passions. Be true in your wards and actions. Un-
necessarily deliver not your opinion; but when you
- da, let it be just, consistent, and plain. Be charita-
ble in thought, word,and deed ; and ever ready to
forgive injuries done to yourself; and be more pleas-
ed to do good than to receive good. Be civil and
obliging to all, (dutitul where God and nature com-
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mand you), buta friend toone: and that friendship
keep sacred, as the greatest tie upon earth ; and
be sure to ground it upon virtue, for no other is
either happy or lasting. Endeavour always to be
content in that state of life to which it hath pleas-
ed God to call you ; and think it a great fault not
to improve your time, either for the good of your
- soul, or the improvement of your understanding,
health or estate; and as these are the most pleas-
ing pastimes, so it will make you a chearful old
age, which is as necessary for you to design, as to
make a provision to support the infirmities which
decay of strength brings; and it was never scen
that a vicious youth terminated in a contented,
cheerful, oid age, but perished out of countenance,

“ Ever keep the best qualified persons company,
out of whom you will find advantage; and reserve
some hours daily to examine yourself and fortune
for if you embark yourself in perpetual conversa-
tion or recreation, you will certainly shipwreck
your mind and fortune. - Remember the proverb,
“Such as his company is, such is the man:” and
have giorious actions before your eyes, and think
what will be your portion in heaven, as well as
what you may desire upon earth. Manage your
fortune prudently, and forget not that you must
give God an account hereatter, and upon all oc-
casions.” "

The honour, influence, and power, of virtue and
goodness, isadmirably recorded in the book of Job,
chap. xxix. when in his prosperity. “Oh ! that I
were ds in months past, as in the days when God
preserved me; when his candle shined upon mny
head, and when by his light I walked through
darkness: as [ was 1n the days of my youth, when
the secret of God was upon my tabernacle ; when
the Almighty was yet with me, when my children
were about me; when I washed my steps with
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butter, and the rock poured me out rivers of oil.
When I went out to the gate through the city;
when I prepared my seatin the street! The young
~men saw me, and hid themselves; and the aged
arose and stood up : the princes refrained talking,
and laid their hand on their mouth. The nobles
held their peace, and their tongue cleaved to the-
roof of their mouth. When the ear heard me,
then it blessed ine; and when the eye saw me, it
gave witness to me; because I delivered the poor
that cried, and the fatherless, and him that had
none to help him. The blessing of him that was
ready to perish came upon me ; and I caused the
widow’s heart to sing for joy. I put on righteous-
ness,and it clothed me: my judgment was as a robe
and a diadem. I was eyes to the blind, and feet
was [ to the lame. I was a father to the poor:
and the cause which I knew not I searched out.
And I brake the jaws of the wicked, and plucked
the spoil outof his teeth. Then I said, I shall die
in my nest, and I shall multiply my days as the’
sand. My root was spread out by the waters, and
the dew lay all night upon my branch. My glory
was fresh in me, and my bow was renewed in my
hand. Unto me men gave ear, and waited, and
kept silence at my counsel; after my words they
spake not again; and my speech dropped upon
them ; and they waited for me as for the rain ; and
they opened their mouth wide, as for the latter
rain. If 1laughed on them, they believed it not;’
and the light of my countenance they cast not
down. 1 chose out the way, and sat chief, and
dwelt as a king in the army, as one that com-
forteth the mourners.” . ¥

FINIS.
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