





ﬂ; , 731/)

/



o

37—

Vv ET ﬁ_MON

D ROIT

————




SESRNIEINE L 2

—

"THE

1 fatbmts iegacp ¢

COUNSELS ;i

CHILDREN|!

In Three P a R TS.

’ -

, ¥
\ %
1

|

|

CONTAINING

4Ye Whole Duty of B A N,

‘. To GOD. i
BII. To Himlfelf. | | %
“1III. To Man in all Conditions.

,,.
SR
o e e Vi

Ufeful for Families.

LICENSED. e
Roger ’Eftrange.| |
Aug, 13. 1677 §

LONDON:

Printed for Henry Brome at the Gun at the Weft- End i
of S. Pauls. 1678.

TR

X i Y




&
.
b ¢
£
1v

55
i

<

§
§

=




T HE

Aving, my Children, fpent_ihe beft

& Service of the King, 1 thought I
YT R [lould not altogether be negligent of
the fame duty, if now in my retirement, I én-
loyed the remainder of ey days in your inflry-
(Fion 5 that [0 by difcharging the office of a goed
Father, I might likewife perforne the part of a
good Subject.  That I might not fall fhort in sy
defign, perceiving my [elf already far advanc'd
in Age, and you very Young, I have put in or=
der [ome Inftruiions concerning your edcati
on, which I have reduced to the duties of Man,
towards God, towards Him[elf, and towards
his Neighbour 5 which three things,bave fo great.
arelation to the duty of a Subject towards his
- Prince, that it is abfolutely impoffible that one
can truly fear God,be morally good, or honeft in
the reciprocal offices of a civil Life, without be-
ing in like manner a good Subjecs. .
To facilitate to youthe means of obtaining alf
thefe good qualities, 1 nake no doubt, my Chils
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The PREFACE.

dren, but that you have need of a Father more
wife and difcreet than I am, to guide you by his
example in thefe lovely and delightful paths.
The fir[t delineations of good and evil, begin
anfenfibly to be wrought in ws at home in the
Chimney-corner | by the force of that cuftons
which renders the imprelfion of Domeftic - man-
aers more powerful, than the refemblance of
Children to their Parents, and even than the
feed that does beget thene. And therefore a good
Father fhould brood over his Children (if I dare
ufe the word) as a Tortoife over her Eggs, by
careful watching, (as fle) and continual ob-
Jerving and eying of thenz until they be z‘;;form-
ed. This is the end that I propofé, and to look fo
narrowlyto my [elf whileft we live together that
1 may notinftead of a Direckor toyou, become a
Complice in your fanlts.

But [fécing that in this my Age of threefcore
and three years, every bonr, day, and year,
wake to me a Climaleric, I thought fit to
Jupply mey prefence, if that be wanting unto you,
by leaving you fome precepts for the condui of
gour lives, in the forne of my Will and Tefla-
ment 5 $othe end that you mayreceive thens with
greater refpeck, and that after onr feparation, it
wsay vemain as a living Model, according #e
which I intended to bave bred and informed
you. 1 leave the diftribution of my other Eftate
anong(t you, to the Laws of the Countrey which
(without prefuming #o be wifer than they ) we
cannot violate 5 but thefe which 1 wonld wil-

. lingly



Lot The PREEFA CE|

lingly difpofe of more profitably than I have ufed
them, I leave in grofs to every one of you. Pof-
fefs them my Children, more ufefully than I
bave dene 5 for 1 have only had the Theory
withont making the application of thexzs I kave
poffefled thém as a covetons wmn kis riches, -
without employing them to ufe, becaufe my fanlts
have prevented w1y knowledge, and bythe force
of cuftome, wy wices enflaved me to their ty-
tanny before 1 could difcover their uglinefs, for
they being incarnate in me before Iwas aware of
their infeltion, my reafon, notwithflanding all
the attemptethat it was willing to make, bath
never [ince been able to break the invincible
bonds of an evil habit. Look wupon me now
then, as upon a blind man, who prefents yon
with a Torch, wherewith he cannot light bin-
{felf, or rather asonethat goes before kis light,
and carries bis Torch bebind bim, if the fmall
Inflruitions I leave you deferve the name of

Torches. | ‘
Though they be prefented to you by a friend-
Iy band,which you kave no reafon to fufpedt, yet I
¢rave #ot froms yon a blind obedience to 7y coun-
{215, there was never any feed [0 clean but that
there fLill remained in it jome Darnel, nor tree
. fo carefully dreffed, that hath not produced fonze
corrupt fruit s andtherefove I charge you, that
when you have attained to maturisy of ‘Judg-
ment, you let not pafs the leaft article or clanfe
of this Will and Teftament, without due ex-
aminationwithout ¢afling and turning % every
,. B 2 ~peay,



The PREFACE!

way, that yon may (ee if unamares, and contra-
7y k0 2y intention there may not fomething have
efcaped we, which may be againft the honour
and reverence that is due to God.the King,Re-
ligion, the Laws, or ever civility and good
- manners, which is a kind of Policy 5 if o you
do, you may perbaps by the light of your own
knowledge and of mine, diféover (ome miftake
which I have weade, wherein Ido forthwith fub-
wit miy [elf to be cleared 5 and by a true ex-
amination you wray reject the falje illufion, that
724y have occalioned my evrour 5 and by the fame
trial, if the Infiruttions which I give you be
employed in the conduct of your life, by the ap-
Plication of them to occafions, and frequent re-
vives jyour wind will thereby become [0 [eafon-
ed, that all the alfs of honour and virtue will
infenftbly prove to you asnatural as [peaking and
bearing. .

Thongh this little Difconrfe feem only to be
addreffed to you, my Children, in particular,yet
I confefs my intention goes farther , and that
being obliged according to the counfel of the
Gojpel, to confider all men as my Bretbren, and
all young people as w1y Children, my affetionin
obedience to that rule conflrains me, and (it
may be) to the expence of my reputation , to
leave in cormon to all young people,and in prey
#othe firft feizer, the only acquift which Ihave
#tade during the courfe of my lifes I fhould be
wvery glad that sy own had in it the greateft

Jhare 5 but if any other whefoever it be; render
hine=

- G N



The PREFACE..

Bimfelf more worthy of it than they, and become
thereby more wife, 1 fhall (till in fome meafure
bave [atisfied my defire 5 I lefferr mothing of
what is yours, by my defign of affociating all
mankind in this Inheritance 5 on the eontrary,
T endeavonr to enlarge your affinity with all
wien, and to procure you new Brethren,who may
contract with you upon the common [tock, of this
Legacy a [piritual Brotherhood, of [triciter uni-
on.andmore fure thanif flefband blood had pro-
duced it.

It ball be in this place then, Reader, where I
make. wno differencesberwixt thy Son and mine,
that Twill begin the firft Article of nzy Tefta-
ment by this goodly Leffon, that we onght all to
confider Humane Nature a5 a great Mafs, and
total, whereof we all make o many different
parts, and hat the nore each part is [erviceable
10 its whole, the move it complies with its du-
‘ty : Theeftabliftment of this firft principle, will
kill in us the [eeds of Pride, Awvarice,Envy, of
she Luft of the Eyes and of the Flefh; and of
an infinite mumber of other Vices, which [pring
from [elf-love s andwe (hall not only find thefe
accurfed Seeds thereby choaked in ws, but in
their place Brotherly Love and Charity fubfti-
tuted, which is the Bafis and Foundation of all
Chriftian Virtnes. When our Savionr was told
shat bis Mother and Brethren defired to [peak,
-with bim, he pointed to his Difeiples, and to
all that were about bim, [wying,Thele aremy
Mother, Brethrenand Sifters, fo fignific tos

| B 3 by



The PREFACE.
by that boly faying, she Brotbeibood, “Confan-

guinity, and common alliance thay we onght to
bave with all men. Thas inflamed word, which
like a fiafh of fire broke Jorth of the mouth of
St. Paul, when he Jaid, That h¢ defired to be
accurfed for his Brethren, mas nothing elfe bus
a holyrage, produce] by the excefs of Charity,
which be believed would be yypre compleat and
pleafirg to God, if be chofe rather to' devpte
himfelf for the falvation of his Brethren, than
to be faved alone, 1 T
 dndeed man is only born for the fervice of
man, ke is engaged to vhis duty by (o many dif-
Jerent Societies, that bow 2rregulay [oever he
may be, it is impoffible that he can break all thefe
Eyes, the fame Roof, the Jame Town, the Jfame
State, the fame Government, Civil and Eccle-
faftic, the Jawre Langnage, the Jame fafhion of
Apparel, and an infinite nuwsber of Ordlers and
Fratcrnities, aye Jo wnany different” Stages of
Sbalrersn Socicties, by which we mount tothat
- general ynion ivkhich onght to be ansong(t neess.
Nay farther, that this harimsony wmight not be
froubled, Kings have beey 1nfpired to call oe
another Brothers, to the end thas their Subjeits
#ight beconse Jo Likewife and that the dgpermcc
of Language, Cloathing, Manners, Govers-
went, and fometimes of Religion, mright not be
able tounty the ko of this Orniver(al Obliga-
fon. Loty always be ready ¢0 do good 10 one
another, be that resdeys @ good office to his
neichbonr, attra®s no lefs the good will of hins
SR



The PREFACE.

that fees, than of kims that veceives it, and by
ftretching out to Fins both owr arms in his ne-
celfity, we multiply and increafe our [irength by
the mutual affiftance to which our affection ob-
ligeth him. Sincewe are all then fo many dif-
ferent menthers of this great body, which makgs
up Hitmane Nature, it is moft certain that we
capnot be [elfilb, nor linzit onr affection to every
one of our felves [ingly, without unmanning onr
felves in [ome manner, and making a particular
divorce from that comnion upion which we are
ingaged in with all men.

My Children, omy wholeis Lut apart of ano-
iher whole, which is conwon and wniverfal na-
ture 5 at firft glance one would [ay, that [be ap=
pearsta us in ber works, @ the common mother
of all things, but be that willirace lae;;zﬂep:, and
examine ber in ber progrefs, fhall find that in-
ftead of Mother, [leis but the Nurfe and Ma-
trom that receives them, and that their Being de-
pends only wpon the exiftence of God, from
swhows we and all things elfe have their Being.

Befide, that in every particular thing there
is an inherent appetite fo preferue its individis:
al Being 5 Experience likewife teacheth ms, that
there is in it an inclination for the continuance
of its kind,whofe feed would notwithftanding re
wmain barren and incffetnal, without the cons
courfe and affiftance of God. Otherwifeif Na-
ture determined ber [¢lf to the production of the
different kinds of Beings which fllthe Oniverye,
and that ber power did not loll and flumber ir

B 4 Jif



- The PREFACE.

Jefpence, until the [pirit of God gave order and.
diftintion to its operations, it wft neceffarily
Jollow that there fhould be two principal canfes of
one and the (ame thing. I know not whether [
explain my [elf well enongh or not,or that I pre-
Jwme 1 do [0 5 yet T think that ir Jou and my
Jelf; Dear Children, T difeover Jome [enfible
beawm of this truth: Is it not true that we can call
#0 allion purely and properly our own, unlefs we
kad before an intentiontodo it2 A Painter will
#not niake a Picture nor a Carver an Inage, with-
out having firft framed the defign of it in his
mind 5 and this Ithink is without contradicti-
on.  Whyis it then, that whes yewere caft inte
the menld, neither your Mother nor I did the
leaft think of yor.and that that blind appetite of
Nature bad not at that tine any other. aimein us
but its own fatisfaction. 1 think the cafe is {o
with all other living Creatures asmwith man, and
with the [eeds of all things elfe contained in the
- Oniverfes donot you think_that the [ufpenfion

of our Will in that A, is to ys a Jecret Adver-
vifensent, that God thought Sit 2o referve to hin-
felf alone the care and overfecing of a production,
whereof be gives us the power.for the prefervation
of onr Rind, without the intention 2 10" tesch all
and every one of us,that he keeps the Prerogative
of Paternity to bimfelf, to the end that the Jorft

and chief Homage of oyr being, fhould be di-
rected towards bines and that we may confider,
 that in the Fabric of the thing it Jelfy wherein
we think to have the greateft fhare.we are but the
P Lools
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Tools and Inftruments of bis Qmmnipotence,

Sincethen,my deareft Children, the firft Son-

 fbip of you and me,comes from God,it 75 juft that

the firft beans of onr knowledge fhould guide ws to
the Adoration of himwho is our common Fa-
ther 5 and that my Will and Teftament [honld
beginwith that:Wherefore I fhall divide it into
three Parts : :

In the Firlt,

I fhall treat of the Dury of Man towards

God. _
Inthe Second,

Of his Duty towards himfelf.

FRirr by, e

Ofthe Relative Duty of Man towards Man,
according to the diverfity of States and

~ Conditions. i
/71’* i ‘*”{{?f“‘% Vit 4o S
U g T
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T HE

Fathers Legacy

FAITHEUL COHNS ELS
OF A

(Good Father

T0 H1S
CHILDREN and FRIENDS.

The Firft Part.

Which treats of the Duty of Man
towards God.

H A BGE

A Child ought to begin his adoration towards
God by Speech 5 God is the Principle of all
tbzng: and bz:Bemg 7s mwmprebenﬁble

S the Voice is the firft fign of Life, which the

A Body coming into the World giveth, ancl the
Light the firlt Obje¢t that is prefented toit,

{0 1s Speech the firft mdlcatmn of the Life of the qOul
and God who isthe Father of Light, the hift Ob}eé’c

that



N e e Legacj;or,‘r- Part 1,
that fhould be prefented to it ; and as the Eye res

- ceives the Light, without Knowing the mature of it,

the Soul thould likewife be difpofed to the Wortfhip of
God, and by love to unite it If to him, withour
fearching or curious diving into his Effence.

And forafmuch, my deareft Children, thatall the
functions of your Sonl are not as yet in your power,
and that when you conte firft into this World.it is nor
the Miftrifs of your heart to make an obligation
thereof to God, your fpeech muft fupply that defeé,
and be the firft Sacrifice that i offered up unto him :
trouble not your felves then, if the fenfe of the Pray-
er which your Mother or I make, you daily repeat,
be at prefent as unknown to you, asis the nature of
him to whom it is addrefled 5 only follow us, our
Faith gives life to your imperfect fambling and affure
your {elves that there is no incenfe more acceptable tq
God, than this firft facrifice of your lips, the firft
fruits of them are due to him > In expe@ation that
your intention will accompany them, by the know-
ledge of the obligation that you have to adore him,
let us fee if we canattain to that,

My Child, if T ask you who is your Father, you
will immediately anfiver that it ic I, and if Task you
who is my Father, you will tellme that it is anothe
Father, and my Fathers Fathey till anothers o thae
that progre(s would afcend infinitely from Father to
Father, ifit did not. ftop, and end in a common Fa-
ther of all mankind. | 3

The cafe is fo with a]l created beings, that have a
common original with your {clf; for i they had made
themfelves the defire of prefervation,which is infepa-
rable from, and rooted in the creature, would never
leave them, ' ' '

So that there would never have hapned any change,
pature would have always continued one and the
fame, and never would have entertained her felf [{),y 3

* lic= -



Part i. g Cou”f‘el; to bistildrm. |

fucce{ﬁon of viciffitudes, as fhe hath done. We muft

Toldit then for certain, that there isa fixt and perma-

nent being, which is the common principle of all
others, beyond which there is no progrefs; and
which by confequence cught to be the outmoft limit
?f our Tnquifition,, and Nature her felf tells us
0. ;
That Divine Form of Prayer which God was plea-
fed to di@ate to us from the mouth of his own Son,
confirmsthe fameswhen he tells us that heis our Fa-
ther, he would have us to underftand that he is yours,

mine, and every mans eles and that fo we areall
Brethren, and therefore as Brethren obliged to love

one another, and to Teverence him as the common
Father of us all. And when he tclls us afterwards
that his habitationisin Heaven, it thould inftruct us
¢hat our curiofity fhould reft (atisfied in knowing that
he is our Father, without attemnpting, to enquire far-
ther into his Effence. :

The vaft paflage that is between us and the Hea-

vens, their {olidity and infiite fpaces which divide
them from one another, are {o many different inter-
vals of our common diftance and {eparation s and
though their motion with that of the Sun, Moon, and
other Planets, whichare fafined to them, have not as
yet difcovered to us but nine Spheres, yet havewe
eredentials to affwe us that their number is not as
great or it may be greater than that of the Stars. To
meafure immenfity, all the extent of our Imagination
makes not fomuch asa fmall point in refpect of its

greatnefs.
My Son, you cannot know a man one hundred

paces off, and would you know the Majefty of God
at {0 great a diftance ? That cannot be. Be contented
to know that he is your Father, that the double

" arch of Cryftal which covers the upper and under
fice of all the Earth is his dwcliing place, angd that

this
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this Divine Palace can no more be meafured than irs
Inhabitant,

You fee the Heavensin 4] their appearances, and
arenot yet able to comprehend of what Matter they
are compofed, the Exiftence of God difcovers it felf
unto you in all his Creatures, when notwithftanding
youcannot conceive his Effence. Heaven hides i¢
from you, and the fame light which opens to you the
gate of its concavity, fhuts that of jts convexity ;
with this difference, that this Heavenly vault appears
to our eyes fixed, and neverthelefs it moves; apd
God inall the works of Nature feems in endlefs mo-
tion, and notwithftanding it is he alone that is in re-
pofe. And as jt i unpoflible for you ro corceive a
thing in motion, Without a1y immoveable point from
which the motion Proceedsy {0 no more cap you ap-
prehend the Progrefsand regrefs which you fee in all
ercated beings, without artiving - infenfibly at the
immoveable point, from whenee it hath jes ife,
which is the fune God that Is your Fa-
ther. |

It was not without reafon thae we were forbidden
to make to our felves any graven Image of any thing’

that isabove in the Heavens, to worthip them; for .

this prohibition regards as much him that frames to
him{elf a model of them in his mind, as him that
graves them with an Infirument.  We cannot know
them but as they prefent themfelves to opy Imaginati-
o0, and our Imaginacion being but a vain Fmage of
our Fancy, can no (ooner be thaped in oy mind, but
that our felf-love makes ititskdol, ’
~ Sothat, my Child, bufie not thy {elf in the fearch
of the number of the Heavens, what diftance thereis
betwixt them, and what is their greatnefs sy refpect
of the Farth, 1645 too vaft 2 fpeculation, and more
fpongy than the brain that entertains it, the fuppu-
tation which by Algebra you may make thereof (the

very




E Part1.  Counfels so kis Children.
~ very name of which makes me afraid) will fill your
- mind with {o many Fraétions, that pofhibly it may
crack your wit. | ‘
All the rovings that arein vogue upon this fubject,
are but the idle skippings of curious Wits, that would
~ tranfgrefs the limits prefcribed to the capacity of Man,
and {o we fee that {fuch perfons are but of very little
ufe in Civil Society. Nature hath firetched a Veil of
 two eye-lids over your eyes to teach you, that
'~ the beams of your knowledge {hould dart downwards
and refleét upon your felf alone.  She hath levelled
~ your fight with the Horizon, to point out unto ycu
that your curiofity fhould ftop upon the confines of
Heaven. Your eye can no more than your mind
Yook up above you, without the overfetting of your
~ head and brain. : ;
If you will follow my advice, in the conternplation
of Heaven, look upon it with filence and reverence,
as the houfe of God. Confider the Sun (according to
the modern Opinion) s a fixed point, or ratherasthe
Center of that greac wheel of the Univer{e,by which
is derived to it that fountain of Light which docsil-
' luminate, and fruitful Spirit which enlivens the fame.
The great Creator of all things knowing that our
weaknefs could not bear the fight of his Majefty,
~ thathe might not altogether conceal himf{elf from
 us, was pleafed perhaps to open a point in the Hea-
~ vens, throughwhich a fmall thread only of his glory
and light (which is the Sun) might defcend, whichis
nothing elfe but a material flamp and vifible draught
of that invifible power which governs and cheritheth
this great Univerfe. That Divine chink appears to
you but fmall in refpect of the Heavens, yet you muft
know that though the whole Celeftial Canopy did
thine with the fame brightnefs, hardly would it be 2
.~ glimpfe of light, if compared tothat living Lumibary -
~ feom whence that Diyine fire proceeds. However fuch
' a6
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asitis, thereis nothing created that doth with more
{plendour and pomp, prefent to our underftanding a
more perfect notion of the Omnipotence of God,
than the fruitful and indcfatigable vertue of the Sun,
which ftirsup nature toaction, and roufes all feminal
caufes from idlenefs. ,

Can any thing reprefent to us a more lively image
of his grace, the prefence or abfence of which gives

~ day or night to our fouls? And what can make us

better underftand the uniformity of his goodnefs to-
wards all his Creaturcs, than the regular courfe of the
Sun, who keeps {0 equala ballance between the two
oppofite Poles, that there is not fo muchas oneliving
Creature, one Plant, or one cormner of the Earth,
which enjoys a minutes time more of his Light than
another. ; , '

He difpenfech it with {o much exa&nefs, that to
render every where the day equal to the night, in
thofe places where there is inequality, he fucceffively
compenfates long nightsby long days, before that he
accomplith his intire Revolution.

By this Analogy of the properties of the Sun with
the Attributes of God, I pretend not (contrary to his
prohibition) to haveengraven his Image, he himfelf
hath cutit out, and made this chink inthe Heavens,
through which that {cantling of his Omnipotence
comes down to us. He communicates himfelf tous
that way, asin jealoufie tolet usknow that he is, but
not what he is. Propofenot then to your {elf to eye
himat nearer diftance:The higheft effort that your
Soul can make towards his Pertection, is not fo much
asa fpark of his Glory. Nothing that is yours canbe
attributed to him, withouta diminution of his great-
nefs. '

My Child, if you would come near and fee him,
there is no'other way for it, but to ftand off and hum-

~ . ble your {elf as much as poffibly you can, you exalt

your
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Part . Counfels to bis Children.
. your {If by falling low. O :ftxange wondei! by’

. thefe two extremities, that is,by the higheft notion

that we conceive of God, and the loweft {enfe of our.
own unworthinefs, we may by {tepping backwards
yeturn towards; and reunite our felves with this Di-

vine principle.

G H A Bé X

| I‘n- wbat manier God is to be Wo;ﬂ;ipfed,,

Of Chriftian Religion, and that one cannot
be a good Subject without being a good Chri-

ian. That no innovations ought to be made
in Religion. Of the excellence of Faith
above Reafon: |

] E T us reft fatishied then, feeing that Nature

3 . and God himfelf tells usthat he is our Father,
to render him the refpe¢t and obedience of a Son s

“and fince that ithath pleafed him to hide himfelf irx

the high and unfearchable places of Heaven, let us
be contented according to his appointment.to {an-
¢ifie his holy Name. . Admire in that, my Son, the
goodnefs of God that defcends to you,fecing that you
cannot mount up to him. o Al , 9
- This firft caufe being infinite, inconceivable, and
unlimited, perceiving that it was not in your power
to fupport your {elf in the troublefome floods of
{o many thoufand wild and {hapelefs notions which
you muft forge to feprefent him to your felf, and

that you were incapable of a Religion purely intel-

lectual and mental, hathbeen pleafed to limit mans
worthip of God by the adoration of the name:only
that defigns him to our capacity, and not as heisin
' G him-

7



- The Fathers Legaty 5 or, Part 1.
Him(elf, to the end that our Devotion might havea
fixt and determinate obje@.  For ineffect it is Man;
an earthly and material Creature, who believes and:
prays, and who by confequent hath need that the
divine Majefty fhould reveal himfelf to him by fuch:
means as might bear fome proportion with his con-
dition: and therefore it hath pleafed him to commu-
iieate to us the invifible grace of his Sacraments un~-
der vifible figns, to appoint us a verbal Prayer, and
to fuffer the external Ceremonies that are ufed in the
Church to accompany our Adoration. This is not
all,» he hath taken ta himf{elf flefh like yours, and be-
come man, thathe'might at the fame time be your
Sayiour,and the guide to your Salvation. ‘
. Son,. this is the foundation of the Chriftian Ca-
tholick and Apoftolick docrine, wherein Iadvife you
not only to live and dye, but. abfolutely command
you, if you defire to have Gods bleffing and mine.
Thisis the Religion of your Fathers in the very firft
Ages of the Chuich; let your Religionsas your blood,
be.ane with theirs: it is the mofk antient, the oldand
ftately Fabricks, where the exercife of it is continued
to this day, may confirm you in that.
¢+ A{mall number -of Separatifts, who like mifled

 fheep haveforfaken the flock, are but the drofs of the

whole.  Laftly, it is the publick | Religion of the
State, which you cannot renounce without becoming
guilty of Factionand Sedition, or fufpected of it to-
ward the King.  Tndeed, if Obedience which is due
to the King be but a dependency on Religion, which

xallies together our willsin the fervice of God, it is

moft juft that we thould entér with him, and  he

with us, into the Society of this common Obliga-
tion.

The true Chriftian Religion hath continued lons
gex than any Government or Policy whatfoever now
cxtant,écmore powexfully affested therights and priz

: it viledges
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~ wiledges of Civil Magiftracy than any other,& weuld
you now put the truth of it to Arbitration? Know,
my Son, that you can neverbe a good Chriftian, if
wyou be not a good Subject 5 and that there is nothing
that more convinces Fanaticks of error and falthecod,
" than their rebellion againft the King : the true do-
&rine exprefly commands us to obey him, and to
{ubmit to the Laws and Magifirates. You cannof,
(as hath been heretofore done) trample on their Au-
- thority,under what pretext {oeyer, but that you dafh
 in piecesone of theTables of theLaw againft theother.
_ Be ftedfaft then in the Religion of your Fore-
fathers and of the State; withdraw not your felf
from it, though there may be {ome depravation in
the manners of thofe thatare the Minifters of it, yea
-even fome abufes in its Government, that corruption
is but a peccant humor in fome part of the body,
which is inconfiderable in refpect of the whole, and
may be cured or evacuated by Repentance. As to
our abufes, if any there be, look upon them as a di-
ftemper of our fear, or of our love of God, which
hathits being but in the {uperfice ef our Faith, like
blifters and warts that break out on our skin without
cutting or exulcerating the flelh. :
‘The moft dangerous hurtsin the body of man are
thofe which make the greateft {olution of its contis
nuity, and the deepetwound. Thefcandal moft to
be feared in the Church of God, is when Schifm
and Herefie divide and cut into two or morc Facti=
onsits unity, which like the garment of our Savious
fhould be without a {eam. s
- Before that the lips of fuch wounds be joined again
and confolidated into a cicatrice, men commit and
{uffer o many firange evils, that were they but fores
{een by thofe that canfe them, I doubt not but ‘that
their zeal,whatever it might be, would cafily comply
 with the received opinions. |
e C 2 Then
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Then would the external peace of the Church drop
internal peace into the Confciences of  the faithful,
the vapours of their contention would turn their
brains no more, and inftead of the divifions that are
amongft us,we fhould fee mens minds reconciled and
ferment together by the heat of charity, and the
labour of thofe who write and read Controverfies,
changed into worksand treatifes of Piety and Morti-
fication, which isa far more innocent and Chriftian
fubject than the other. :

It fecms tome to have been great prefumption in

cour Fanaticks, to endeavour the {ubjecting of the

publick received cuftoms of the Church, to the cen-
furc and correction of a private {ufficiency, and of
their own authority, and without a call to enter into
the ivheritance of our falvation, whereof we and
our Fathers have been in poffeffion before them.,
Every innovation in the matter of Religion, though
it were good, is at prefent very dangerous in refpe&k
of the times, when nothing can be changed without

~ hazarding very much.

The tempefts that for many years have toffed the
Church of God, are notas yet wholly appeafed, and
fhall we furnith matter of a new frorms and at this
time, whenall Exrope is in Arms, and that the mind
of man was never more curious of novelty than it is
at prefent ?

Itis, in my mind, much faferand more confciern-
tious to conform to the received opinions when they
are peaceable, than dangeroufly to admit of any new.
Hardly can there be anyCovenant made in Ecclefia-
ftical Policy, but that immediately after it degene-
rates into fome civil faGtion, from whence all publick
diforders gather firength and vigor.

Once therefore, my Child, T counfel you to be 2
litde seferved, when there comes any queftion to be
handled in the Church, which may feem to you to

carry

L R oy o Ao )
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carry the ftamp of novelty.  Let never your determi-
nation in fuch occurrences prevent the fentence of ouy
_common Mother the Church, continue in the peace-
able {ubmiffion of a tractable and refpetful Son.and
beware by a privateenterprize to ufurp the facred an-
thority which refides in the perfons of thofe whom
God hath appeinted for the conduét of Chriftians,
Ina word belicvefor acertain truththat the unity of
.the Church fhould be as inviolable as its verity, and
that they who make a rupture amongft its members,
ought to be confidered as the greateft enemies thereof,
Our Religion contfifts chiefly in two heads, to wit,
the Commandments of the Law, and theFaith of the
Gofpel. We cannot fully fatistie thefe two,but that
our foul which is likewife compofed of two parts, to
wit, our Will and our Reafon, mult render as great
obedience to the Commands of the Law, what refj-
ftance and difficulty foever! our Wills may make; as
{ubmitlion to the Faith of the Gofpel, what repug-
nancy {oever our Reafon may haveagainft it,
Otherwife if we believe only what may have fome
conformity with our reafon, and no more; we do
reater honour to the truth that reflects from matter,
ﬁmn to himawho is the author of matter and truth it
{elf. Indeed, Belief hath fome preeminence above
Knowledg, becaufe in knowledg the underftanding is
only enlightened by the information of the fenfes,
which is material and fubject to miftakes: but in
Faith our {oul draws its notions from the fpirit of
God alone,which is fo noblean agent,that I know not
but that I may be {0 bold as to fay, that though there
- might he fome errour in the dire&tion of my F aith,
yet that my intention could not be reétified by the ex-
cellence of the object it felf of &N}
"Gad. :
Itis moft certainly true, that the more incredible

Faith, which is

the myfieries of our Faith feem to,be, the more reve- -

C 3 rence
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gence wepay to God in not doubting of them. Behold
the obfcurity which you find in it, as a fair night
wherein you have the light of the Gofpel to diret,
youand the Apoftles,Martyrs and Saints for guiding
Stars, in whoe fteps you tread even at prefent.  In
aword, take it fromme,my Son, that your reafon is
much more certainly your Daughter according to the
{pirit, than Ifaac the Son of Abraham according to the
flefh,and that as often as you make a facrifice to God
of it by faith.{o often you prefent to him the fame ob-
lation which drew down o many bleflings upon that
divine Patriarch, - - »

‘God who is a naturealtogether diftin& from ours,
deals with us by means contrary to our meafures,and
which are altogether inconceivable to us. When he
applied clay,which is a matter apt to put out the eyes,
toreftore the blind mans fight, it was to teach us that
we can never well enjoy thelight of the foul, butby
putting out thelight of the body.For it is not enough
to know by the light of Nature that there isa God, it
muft likewife agree with our Faith, upon the ways
whereby he communicates himfelf tous,and the ways
how we ought to ferve him. ;

- The imployment of our Reafon is only to wait up-
on our Faith asa difcreet Handmaid,which is not yet
o much a flave to it,but that it may examine the Lawr
of God according to humane prudence, but not the
Faith, to the end that the beauty of hiscommands and
their neceflity in the conjun@ures of civil fociety,may:

nfiruct us to reverence and  fear him that gives us

them, Can wehave a better warranty of our  belief
than Jefus Chrift himf{elf;who teaches us to love God
aboveall, our neighbour asour felf, and even to da
good to him that hates and perfecutesus? - :

o L ORI GHAP |
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T H'A P L
Of Liberiinifm ’and Mifcreaiz_cy.

I Wondernot, my Child, that thofe who will not
A fubmit to any of thefe things, have the bolduefs
now adays todifown and negle¢t him that by his
Commandments hath enjoined them. - The number
of fuch has of late fo increafed, that it {ceins at
prefent tobe the markof the Beaft, not tobe oneof
them 5 they are called the Witsor Vireuofi, as if none
had underftanding but they, orasifit were a weaks
nefs of judgment not to be of their opinion.’ This
evil is the more dangerous, that the mind infected
with this poyfon, flatters it {elf with fome falfe con-
ceit of Liberty, and God Almighty knows what li=
berty : to renounce God, the common Faith, the
Laws of the Land and the Prince ; which are the
only bleflings that keep us in Peace, to put us un=
der the power and private Government of our moft
irreconcileable enemy, which is our {elves.

The flack execution of Laws concerning a matter
of that importance, {eemsto meindeed wonderful,
and {o much the more, that whofoever makes an
open rupture with God, is' incapable of any other
aceommodation, and is from. thenceforward convi-
¢ted of being a bad Statefman and- a bad Subject,
Obferve,my Son, the confequences of that, the King
is not my Mafter, nox I the Mafter of my Servant,nor
a proprietor of his Eftate,but by vertue of the ftrength
and fupport which the Laws receive from Religion, ¢
is from thatalone that the publick union and {ecurity
does depend, ' ' ;

Lt | €4 A

a3



4

The F athers Legacysor,  Partl.

A (oulinfected with fome infolent opinion, may

Mellevaporate and fend up towards Heaven flinking

fteams, but nature will fooner be annihilated, than
¢hat it fhould be fo wholly corrupted, that the divine
charalter can be mtirely and without reverfion blot-
ted out of the confcience of man: et us not be afha--
med to'own our gueft, there js nothing upan us or
within us but avouches it; and though our tongue
‘would deny, yet our heart upon the leaft furprife

‘convinces s ‘of it, - Strange kind of vanity! to de-

fire'that men fhould hink us more wicked than it is
poffibleforustobe, = . R s
- Thave feen one of the chief pillars of this foolifh

‘Opinioh appear abroad openly with applaufe, and

‘publith his impiety in the head Cityof the kingdom,
with as much confidence as if he had' been fome new
Mefliah.  And more than this, which is very prodi-
gious, T{aw him after two years imprifonment elcape
out of the hands of the Judges who thould have con.
demned him, acquitted for want of evidence, of an
Impiety that had as many witneffes as he - acquain-
tants:whether it was that the envy of his accufers fa-
ved him, or that perhaps no body durft evidence or
give fentence againft 2 crime which they faw publick.
ly connived at; orthat it was judged  that Atheifm
being ‘rather a fin of the lips and fanfie, than of the
heart, deferved 1o other punifhment but its owy
folly2outas “savadbader 3601 o sty 0. | o

Tu cffect, the orjginal of Mifcreancy proceeds but
from a foolifk prefumption that will not abide in the
beaten road of commopy opinions. It is moft certdin,
there aré three kinds of fpirits, and that thofe of - the
its of livery and attendance,which
veceive things according to vfe and ‘cuftom, without
farther ¢xamination. Thofe of the fecondorder, who
ave our pretended Wits, 20 alittle farther, “they tru-
by confider the effects of fecond caules, their niotions
NEVRHIRECE ¢ iy oy Rt o T T and
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and regular changes, but they confider them only {c-
arately and divided from the whole, and not being,
able to rife higher, they are forced to reft there, and
leave to them the dominion of the Univerfe: but
the tranfcendent fpirits of the higher {phere, prying
more narfowly into things, and rallying together fe-
parate and divided caufes, difcover the connexion
and agreement that is amongft them, and by feeing
“all the different parts confpire tocompofe that uni-
verfal harmony, - they advance tothe knowledge of a
{overaign canfeand principle, by whofe providence
all things are governed 5 {o that I think Libertinifm
makes Vanity its falfe Idol,and he that makes profef-
fion of it, carries rather the ftamp of an Ignorant and
Blockhead.than of a Wit: and fo much the more that
he puts out his own eyes, and robs himfelf of his
greateft light;which is the knowledg of God,

e HAD IV,

Concerning Superftition.

gO N, As it isdangerous to abolifh the fentiment
) of aDeity by Atheifm‘and Mifcreancy, {o isit
likewife no lefs dangerous to forgea falle image of
God by fuperftition, thedenying of God leflens not
his greatnefs, when fiperftition on the other hand
according to its timoroufnefs afcribes to him an infi-
nite number of bad qualities, and by confequence the
wrong is lefs, tobe in doubt of his being, than todo
himinjury. Atheifin doesnot totally {fupprefs rea-
fon and the aGions of fenfe, itroots not out nati~
ral affe@ions, nor the care of our reputation,as Super-
fition doth; and though Religion be the chief agent

15
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in all the Moral Virtues, vet ate they not' & inconfi-
ftent with the negation of God, as they are with Sy.
perftition, i

Superftition is a bafe and cowardly vice, to which
the common people, children, women and old folks,
who are all weak perfons,are moft fubject. Itisafraid
of every thingywhat is patt,what is prefent, and what
15 to come, keep if in 2 continual quaking, for fear of
the vengeance of God : it israthand inconfiderate in
its zeal, witnes the rageof the wars occafioned by,
Religionsand (o, Ingenious to do it felf mifchicf] that
it makes him who thould be the inftrument of its fafe-
ty, the executioner of jts punithment, and the place
of itsrefuge and protection, its fcaffold, Ina word,
Superftition is the paflion of a foul dull in the works
of Charity,pee.viih,diﬁruﬁful, {erupulous,» which pro-
fanes Religion,by Placing al] the duty of it in antick
faces and external grimaces, asif the trye worfhip of
God were but foppith jugling or a{piritual tatling,

Be neverthelefs wel] advifed, my Child, how you
fhun that imperfetion, and take heed that in for(z-
king of it,you fall not inte another inconvenience ng
lefs dangerous, by committing {ome irreverence a-
gainft the formsand ceremonics of antientufe, which

CHAP.
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CHAP V.

How we are to nfe onr W il and Reafon in the
- wService of God. |

& Y Son, Man comethinto the world like anew
Artift, withhis ruleand compafs,which is his
reafon and will : but thathe may have the pleafureto
be in fome fort the mafter of his trade, God who is
his chiefArchite, hath leftthe care of ordering of
both to himfelf, To order aright a compafs, we muft
keep oneleg of it faftand in making of its {weep bring
the other rourd to the fame point where it be-
an. |
; For the adjufting of our reafon, God ought to be
the fixed point, and our life the moveable part therc-
of,which makes its whole courfe round that unmove=
ablepoint.  Toknow the juftne(s of a Rule,you muft.
fielt draw a fireight line from one point to another,
and afterward -another freightline of equal diftance
from, and of the fame length with the formers with
thefe conditions you may affure your felf your Rule is
true. My Child, ifyouwould regulate aright youx
will, and make a good application of it in all the
aétions of lifelet the fislt line that enters into its com=
polition, be your love toward God; and the fecond
our love to your neighbour. | At
1 et this laft be always meafured by the former,and
in due diftance from it 5 for 1f you neglect the prefent
néceflity of your neighbour to betake your {elf to Me-
ditation or Prayer, when you think you draw ncar
20 God, youfalfifie your rule and ‘take wrong mea-
{uxes ; and thexefore thelife of Fefus Chrift which ﬁs
£k & )% P T AT AR
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the pattern of a Chriftians, is almof 4] taken up in
the fervices of his neighbour, He vifits, inftructs,
comforts, feeds, cures him, compailionates his 1y f5y..
mities, and what jg moft remarkable, it feems that
lett he fhould abandop him, he prays bye {eldom to
God his Father and when he Prays to him, we e
ver find in all the Scripture, that his Prayer regarded
himfelf alone, but at the approach and in the agonies
of his paffion, to teach us that the hour of death
breaks the {ociety of man with man, anpd that in

The moft Pleafing facrifice that you can offer to
God, isto render the fervice of your neighbour pa-
tallel to his own : and when in the Lords Prayer he
makes you {o often repeat - the words [Us] and
[Ours,] take it for a leffon o make no difference be-
tWixt your own and neighbours concerns: He that
told you, that when two or three of Yor (hall be ga-
thered together in "y names I will be in the midft of
Jo#, promifes not to yoy the fame blefling whep, you
fhall be alone, and therefore to obtain 1t,join to youy
own the interéft of your neighbour in your
prayer. -

Thisisa ftrange myftery, that at thelag day he is
1Ot toaccufe you of the taking of his name iy vain,
nor of the breach of his Commandments, he will
only then tell you, WhenI rpays Haked, you cloathe
me not, when 1 pzy hungry, yon Sed me not, pohen I

to wit, the love of our neighbouy being that which
fhould bear Proportion to the fixft, which is the love
of God, all the actions which depend op thy Will,

Will avail thee nothing o falvation withoyg

it ‘
The
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The Lord requires but of you the feventh part of
your life for the fanétification of his name,norall that
ncither.if the neceflity of your neighbour crave your
help. Sowe fee that the moft affiduous in the former,
are {uch whom the weaknefs of age.{ex, or {ome pro-
feffion of an idle and unactivelife, hath rendered lazy
and unfit for the offices of reciprocal charity which
men owe to one another,

G H A B VL
Concerning Prager.  Of Private and Publick

Pragers.

Onfider well how you pray in private, forafmuch

 asit is an a&ion which requires of us a clean=
fing and purging of the {pirit, and a frame of foul
more pure and difengaged from the body than any
other whatfoever. Sowe fee that when our Saviour
went about to pray, he afcended to the Mount, that
he might withdraw from the commerce of men. In
2 word, whena man prayeth, he fpeaks to God 5
and if he be impenitent, and ftill polluted with {ome
foul defire, he calls his Judge to be the witnefs of his
crime : wherefore I advife you thata fhort examina-
tion of confcience do always go before your Prayer.
If it be frequent, let it be thort, and like a {park that
sifes from an inflamed heart, letit mount to heaven
with filence and reverence, and not with thunder
and mnoife like the lightning that falls down from
thence.

Prayer is ourunion with God, whether we adore

him, or beg any thing from him, if it belong, our
weaknefs fuffers it not te be without diftraction, and

from .
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from the very minute that your: attention ftragles
and wanders from him, againft his own Command-
ment, you take his name in vains Your infesionr
would even take it ill, if that whileft you were a
{peaking to him, your thoughts were taken up elfe-
where, the rays of. our minds are lefs able to endure
the contemplation of God by a fixed union in pray-
er, than our eyes ftedfaftly to behold the Sum,, the
afpect of both muft only be had by fallies and glan-
cesy and therefore the form of Prayer which hath
been left to us from the mouth of our Saviour him-
felf in the Lords Prayer, is divided into feven diftinét
petitions, which dré {o many ftopsand paufes deno-
ting .to us the impotency of our foul to unite it
felf with ‘him ‘any other way than by ¢jacu-
lation. SUEIA

Befide this prayer which was given us for a pattern,
Jefus Chrift did the fame, when his own concern
layat ftake, faying, Father, if it be poffible thar this
oup may pafs fromime; and another time, Lord, if ¥
ayt drink ity let thy will be done::. and a little after,
Bardon them, Gud, for they kinow uot - what they dos
and before he yielded up the ghott, Into thy bands I
commit my . fpirit.. | All thefethings are {o. many dif=

- ferent retls of the humanity of the Son of God,

as if he had! wanted breath to continue his
prayer, ¢ ' ; :
~Iintend not! in this brevity to comprehend the
publick prayers of the Church, the ufe of which I re=
verence, astbeing of” divine inftitution, and whereof
the confort make onie harmony of our voice and wills
in the prefence of God 5 they are like fo many {parks
which breath out of the common fire of the inflamed:
hearts of the faithful. ‘ ;
<t is almoft impotfible to confider the majefty of
Churches, the publick places of Affemnbly, the decent!

ceremonies which are there performed, the found of
: Bells,
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~ Bells, theconfort of our voices with Organs, and to
{ce that the rallying of all thefe things together
makes but an unifen betwixt us and nature in the
worthip of God, without being convinced in ous
own confciences, that their inftitution is Di-
vine.

Affure your (€I, ‘'my Son, thatall thefe things are
{o many different rivulets, which flow from the Ca-
tholick and Apoftdlick Faith, and that you ought to
reverence them as you do their fountain,

If this content not yet your devotion,and that you
would make a longer prayer both publickly and pri-
vately, wherein there may be no diftra&ion s let the
beginning,progrefs,and end of all the aGionsof your
life have alwaysa refpe& to God, and you fhall be in-
ceflantly in Prayer.  Every fervant that is diligent
in his mafters bufine(s, defires tacitly his mafters fa=
vour or his reward.Confider what will become of you,
if your actions, how good foever they may be, refpect
any thing befides God. Your compaflion for the
miferies of another, which is the bud of Charity,will
be no more but 4 natural imbecillity of your foul that

cannot {ee him {uffers the mutual duties which pafs -

betwixt men without that re(pec, are no way profi-
table to falvation. If jou give that youmay receive,
or do one good turn to attrat another, it isno more
Charity,but traffick. In fine, all moral virtues are
changed intodead works;if they be not quickned by
the love of God. .

CHAP
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A& H AP, VI,

Concerning the Lords Prager.
- A Boveall things T recommend to you that yous
; moft ordinary Prayer be the Lords Prayer: I
teave to yourdifcretion all others that are of humane
inftitution, but thisT would have you often repeat;
It is a (hortinfiruétion toman, which marks {o pre-
cifely the duty.and acknowledgment which he oweth
t0God, and theneed that he hath of him, that be:
fides what it doth preferibe, he can fay nething to
God, nor beg'any thing of him but what is fuperflu-
ous. Although this Prayer be very fimple in appear=
ance,yet it fpeaks {o fully the plenitude of its uthor,
that (if you examine it narrowly) it contains not {o
much as one word,’ which is not beyond the reach of
humane underftanding: L 5 ol
_Confider. thofe 'two firlt words, [Our F ather.
Whercfore [Our | and not [My,] fure you pray a=
lone, but to mform you that your care thould not be
confined to your felf alone, and that he being our
common Father,we are all his Children ? Wherefore
[ Father Jbut to make you underftand by the refation
that there is betwixt Son and Father.and Father and
Son, that acknowledging him to be your Father, you
oblige your {elf to him by a filial obedience.and {ub-
mit to his paternal protection? Theword [F ather |
isa name of good will and tenderefs, which Tefus
Chrift_himfclf always ufed when he {pake fo God,
wntil he was upon the Crof$, but in that place he calls
God only Lord, which is a name of authority and ju-
rifdiction,inafinuch that the name of [Father T would
: on
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on this hard occafion have been too tender, and that
he would make appear, that it wasonly the humani=
ty of the Son of God which then fuffered.

He tells you that he is in Heaven, to the end that

- youmayfeck him there, and that you give your {elf
no trouble to know him otherwife but by Faith, and
becaufe his infinite Being is incomprehenfible , left
that you fhould propofe to your felf an uncertain and
undeterminate object of Adoration, he hath been
pleafed to condefcend to your capacity, and tobe
worfhipped by 2 name whereby we fignifie what he
- 1s, not as heisin himfelf, but according as we are
able to conceive him.

Having taught you that your firft homage and
acknowledgment is due to him, he would have you
next think of your own falvation, and above all
things pray for his Kingdom, that you may antici-
pate the enjoyment of it even in this world ; he (hows

‘you that your Will fhould fo fully agree with his,
that you have always the fame love and hatred as he
hath: for indeed you cannot renounce your owi
Will, to accommodate and {fubmit your {elf to the
Willof God, but that you muft be carried by the
fame inclination of your mover, and jointly reigun
with him. 4

Next to the refignation of your Will, God would
have you be contented here below with that food
which youmay moft eafily command, to wit, breads
let that anxious folicitude for other things may di-
vert you from your duty > he would likewife have

~ your provificn fiinted to one day, tocomfort you in
this your exile, and to give you to underftand by
this {mall Viaticum, that yourabode in this place is
fhort and uncertain 3 and tothe end alo that if you
have more than enough, you give a {hare and com-
municate to thofe that are in want, Confider that you
receive them into partnexthip,when you {ay, Give ’:u

shis
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this day our daily bread, which is a petition that you
make 1n common with others, if he grant you more
than is fufficient for one day, you cannot referve it to
your {elf alone,without robbing the indigent & poor.

~ My Son,what fellows,if you take not good heed to
it,is rather a {nare laid for youthan a prayer. Here et
your prayer end,if you bea rigid creditor.or entertain
any hatred or malice againft your neighbour 5 if you
defire to have grace,thew favour : for when you fay,
Forgive us our trefpafles, as we forgive them that sye-
Jpafs againt us 5 if you harbour vengeance or malice
in your mind, you pronounce againft your {elf the
fentence of condemnation. God will fij]] lefs pardon
youif you mock and laugh at the imperfections of
another, for fuch as have thern are neither indebted
nor accountable to you, _

Ogood God ! lead us never ings temptation, that
is to {ay,leave us never to our {elves in the leaft.for we
can never beabandoned to our own condud: for how
little time foever, but that we are expofed to thou-
fands of temptations. Deliver us from that, if thou
pleafe, good Lord, and fromall evil, whether altive,
which s fin that kills the {oul o patlive,which is pain,
unlefs it be thy merciful will to furnifh us with grace
tofupport it to thy glory.

_Ithath beenmy cuftom thefe forty years.to {ubjoin
the 142.Pfalm to the Lords Prayer, it makes appear
the inability of man to juftifie himf{elfin the fight of
God 5 mans blindnefs in the difcovery of his fecrets,
the faintings and drynefs of the f{oul without Gods
help, and the need that it hath of his conduct, I re-
peat it moft commonly every day, until I come to the
verfe, Thou (bals bring forth my foul out of tribulation: 1
fop there'and never fay the reff, A King, fuch as Da-
vidmay invoke the wrath of God againft his encmies,
as being the enemies of his ftate,a private man carinot
doit witha good confcience,withoyt the permiffion of
the Church, " s For
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For conclufion of this firft part, having told youmy
Children, that God cannot be conceived, itis to tell
you that hic cannot be expreffed 5 {o that it is impof-
{ible that I who have fo little knowledge in facred
learning, can have handled the Duty of Man towards
God,without falling into fome miftake. Theology
- is a facred Virgin, {o rich in its natural and proper
graces,that it is hard for a man who hath notbeen in-
itiated in its myfleries, totouch it without hurting
the purity thereof,and leaving on it fome mark of his
imperfec¢tion. If by ignorance or inadvertency any
word or thought have efcaped me which is not con -
form to the facred Canons of the Church.I forthwith
difown itand heartily {fubmit my opinions as well as
-my faith, to the cenfure of thofe whoare fent by God
to be the Judges thereof.

e e et - e e e et )
b4

D2 THE

23






——

>N A P

- Iathers L.esacys
e S
FAITHFUL COUNSELS

OF A

GOOD FATHER

- TO HIS
CHILDREN ud FRIENDS,

The Second Part , |
Which treats of the Duty of Man
towards Himfelf. |

CHAP. L

Of the difference that there is betwixs #he pro-
creation of Man,and the other produtions of

Nutures and the reafon thereof.

' Y Child, in the fisft part of this my Will
and Teflament, wherse I have treated of
your duty toward God, I have thowed

you that the knowledge of him muft go before your

adoration,which is your duty towards him,  In this
D 3 fecond
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fecond partwhere I propofe te fpeak of your duty to-
‘wards yous {elf; Tintend to obfervé the fame order,
judging it moft convenient that you fhould know
what youare, before you be infiructed of your duty
towards your {elf 5 toaccomplith my defign,I think it
neceffary to trace nature fep by ftep,and to eye her al-
ways as'the foreranner of my enterprize. '

When I confider her in the firlt elements of our
life, I find nothing but incontinencefainting,griping
pains; anda flood of impurities which accompany
your tears. It {eems thatin the other productions of
Nature there is fomewhat more happy, and efpecial-
ly inthe procteation of Birds and Plants. Birds bear
not as wedo their young in their womb,they lay and
hatch their eggs in'the-lovelielt' feafon of the year,
with {o - much tranquillity apd repofe, that many
times the fame hand that +0bs the neft of their young,
does likewife feize the old: Their harmony and con-
fort during that time fufficiently proves that theiy
birth is fortunate inrefpet of ours.  Plants likewife
fcem to renew theirlife when they begin to bud, in-
ftead “of corrupt blood or unfavory water, a‘{weet
dew doesmoiften and cherith their fruit. It is not
(likeus) wrapped in an impure coat, itsown flowers
encompafs it,which in blowing perfume the air, and
the very leaves, which are as their after-birth, ferve
them for cloathing and ornament until they are
fiript and left naked by the winter.

This advantage;my Son,which Plants feem to have
above you,hath only been granted thern for your fake;
the chicf end of the produétion‘of their fruit, is that
they arefor your ufe,and prudent nature who defigns
them for your {uftenance,prefents them toyouin that
ranner, left otherwife you might loath and reject
thcm,do not therefore envy them,

_+ Now if the produétion and birth of fome living
creatures feesn lefs painful than your own,and thar as
TR A * foon
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{oon as they are brought forth, they find cloathing at
hand and their table covered.for both which you muft
labour with the fweat of your brows,yet are they nei- -
ther your brethren nor your elders,they come into the-
world.4s into their native country, aund their own in-
heritance,without pretending to any othersand there-
fore it is juft that they thould be received as the chil-
dren of the family : But what hurt is done to you,
whoare a ftranger,and come hitheras a pilgrim, to
demand of you cuftom and tole for your paffage ? The
goodnefs of God who hath placed your inherijtance
elfewhere,thought fit to deprive youat firft of the al-
lurements of this life, that {o he might {eparate from
it your affection. Think with your {eif;that your pre-
pofterous dropping into the world with your head
down and feet upwards,is only to teach youthat none
come in this pofture into the natural place of their
abode,and that here you muft not expect yours,

- Since then, my Son, youare only as a paffenger in
this life,it is your chief duty to plain the way to that
whither you afpire;and to feck out in this painful paf-

 fage the moft proper means to attain to it,cvery thing
that is {uperfluous,is buta hindrance to a traveller 5 it
is enough for him to live and to have what is necef{a-
1y for his journey : and becaufe the firft defire which
difcovers it {elf in manas foon as he is born,is that of’
living 5 :and the{econd,of having every thing that he
{ees. In treating of the Duty of Man towards” himfelf,
I {hall begin with the meafures that he ought to obs
{erve in the moderation of thofe two firlt appetitesy

D 4 CHAP.
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 CHAP 1L

Concerning the moderation of the fir[t appetire
of man,which is that of livingwhere Glutto-
7y is handled, '

'ET is moft certain, that the firft appetite of nature
& which is difcovered in us when we come into the
world,is the defire of living, which confifts in eating
and drinking : Infancy and old age are moderate
enough in this defire, it is only young age that abufes
it.and which only upon that account ftandeth inneed
of counfel and direction. And forafmuch that in this
middle age the natural fenfes are in their force and
vigour,and efpecially the tafte,it is very hard to retain
them in {o régular a mean, but that the {ou] does often
become complice with the bedy in that excefs.

- The exercifes of body,heat of blood, and exemple

are fuch violent counfellors for the belly, that reafon

which is but then imperfe cannot refift.  In defect
of that,the beft advice, my Son, that I can giveyou in

fuch occafions, is that youlet the inconveniencies of
gluttony be your firft nfiruction, if you have over-

loaded your {elf with meat, foraleffon of moderation

confider the indifpofition and heavinefs of your body,

your loathing and difguftin g the bad digeftion of your
ftomach,and the vapours that arife from the cruditics
thereof,which bemift and darken your mind,

Ifyou have drunk tco much, confider your eyes,

mouth,words,reclings,the obftructions of your {pirit,
and how many hideous and fhapelefs dreams and fan-

 cles,the vapours of wine does Iod ge in your brain, un-

til that fleep and perhaps your own excrements haye

buricd
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buried you, then will you find all thefe things tobe
{o many different documents of {obriety; and be-
caufe the body is never drowned in wine without the
fhipwrack of the mind, you will fafting perceive
better the uglinefs of that vice in the debauches of
other men, thanin your own : follow it frep by ftep
from the beginning to the end thereof, make the ap-
plication in your {elf, and call to mind the giddinefs,
. loathing and indigeftion which the like will occafion
“inyous and having done {o, you muft be well
hardned in your fin, if fhame do mot reclaim
you.

Miftruft that liquor which imprints the malignity
of its juice on the wood that drinks it, though it be
much hayxder than your flefh; the flock of the vine
is only knobby and crooked, to inform you that the
ufe of wine if you glut your felf therewithas it
doth, may caufe in you the fame effects,(haking and
recling, fambling and ftuttering of the tongue, ca-
tarrhs and the gout, are the tempefts of its vapours.
Confider this, the fuller your ftomach and the larger
your belly is, the narrower will the reach of your
wit be, the more disburthened of flefhthe body is, it
is the more healthful, aétive, vigorous and obedient
to the commands of the foul. If nature deny,letyour
diet procure you this conftitution, begin it betimes;
forif the too great quantity of vi¢tuals have sonce
firetched your {oft and pliable guts,they will give you
no reftafterward until they be filled.

Though Children mult be allowed fufficiency of
food, yet they muft not be {o far indulged as to let
them carve for themfelves, and far lefs to provoke
their appetite, orto f{olicite them to eat againft their
ftomach 3 we muft believe that nature which works
freely in that age;duzing the ceffation of the mouth,
iselfewhere better cmpleye ) i confuming of {ome
hurtful excrement, :

BT ' Pefides

31



B2

The Eathers Legacy s or, Part]l.

Befides this fiinifh intemperance of the Mouth,
whereof I have beeny fpeaking which is never {atisfied
without being glutted,thereis ftill anothey more inge- -
nious and artificious, and that is the luxury of the
Table,it is dainty and ful] of oftentation, and (o ex-
ceflive now adays in jts Preparations, that the fight
alone and fream of difhes,is eénough to fatisfie the ap-
in {ufpence at the diverfity of jomntsand dithes that
are prefented toit,not knowing on which to refolve,

his luxury makes indeed but few drunkards, becaufe
the eyes only are there for the moft part fed, but it of-
ten begets poverty,a more dangerous evil, and foran
addition of mifery, the derifion of him that thereby
ruines himfelf,

My Son, though my table give you twice a daya
leffon of fobricty, yet you may fpend at Court {ome
part of your life as I have doneand bring from thence
110 more than Lbut a moye dainty and delicace palate:
Wherefore if Fortune ca] you into the publick,which

35 may not always be in your power, with that mode-
ration, that you may be able to difpenfe with them
without trouble ; abftain from excefs in them, and
from too much care i hunting after them my mean-~
ing is alfo,that if you hould come to want them, yoy

CHA P,
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CHAP IL

Concerning the moderation of the Jecond. appe-
tite of Man, which is the defire of having 3
where Avarice and the trueufe of riches, are

difconrfed of.

S the defire of nourithment is the ficft appetite
of man, the defire of having is the fecond in-
clination of nature, which is almoft born with himy
and keeps him alwaies company. We fee it in Chil-
dren,who have no {ooner the ufe of their Arms, but
that they give fome fign by hand or eyes, that they
have a mind to all that they fee: Whatever we give
them,they carry it immediately to the mouthsall their
“aCrions then tending only tonourifhment.
Thefe two hrft appetites, which arc in a manner
ewins, are fo rooted in man, thatthey {ccm to be in-

carnate with him, both of them have.their birth in us

before the foul hath knowledges wherefore the more

dark and obfcure they are, the more they ftand In
need of light and condudt, and the more natural
they are to us, the more ought our care and circums
{pection be, that they plant not in us bad principles,
Moderation of diet gives health to the body,and pu=
ity to the foul; moderation of the defire of having,
gives peace and tranquillity to both 5 theix contraries
producing contrary effe@s. Since it is fo, my Son,
you are obliged to purchafe to your {clf a good, the
enjoymentor lofs of which, will caufe the happinefs
or mifery of yourlife, T have already fhown you
the inconveniences of intetmperance indict, Icome

: — now
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now to thofe which the immoderate defire of having
may occafion. ’ |

A wife Politician of the times by allufion calls
Riches the baggage of vertue,as if he would thereby
fignifie to us that they are 1o Ie(z cumberfome than
nceeflary. Formy part, T fhould rather fay that the
want of riches is the greateft incumbrance that ver.
fue can meet with 5 if theybe heavy in refpect of the
great care that is required in purchafing, (pending, -
and preferving of them ; yet I think it ftill more bur-
thenfome to poflefs {o little wealth, that one can-
not but with much difficulty fupply the neceflities of
life, |

He that is taken up*in progging for an erdinary
livelyhood, can hardly lay up any.great ftore of ver-
tue; {o we fec in the Lords Prayer, that the petition
of our daily bread goes before that of the forgivenefs
of fin, and the pot leading us into temptation,which
is the bridling of our paflions, wherein all mora]
vertue confifts. To fay the truth, there may be hyrt
both in the one and other, but the want of riches is
far more Incommodious, than their excefs cumber-
{ome; and our Language does properly call them
goods,becaufe without them we cany €njoy no worldly
good, |
b Let us not think it a blind appetite that a Child
hasa defire for every thing that it fees, it is a prefci-
ence of nature, that informs it that all things are.
made forits ufc, and when it wears off all that it
hath, it is by another forcknowledge that alj goods
being common, they ought to pafs from hang to
hand, and fucceffively clcape our affetion. It i only
he that would have cvery thing, and keep all thar
acts againft nature, whofe blindnefs is great, that
he cannot Jearn by the vanity of his labouy , that his
covetoulnels is a leaky veffel which cannot be

hlled, '
’ Obﬁ
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Obferve, my Son, the punithment of his fin, he
defires tohold all faft, and letsall {lip, goods which
are not goods, but in the ufing of them, lofe their
name and property in his hands, he robs himfelf by
depriving {ociety of them, to{pare them he renoun-
cesall the pleafuresof {fenfe, for whofe fake mende-
fire their pofleflion,and the cuftody of an avaricious
mans treafure is{o flavith,that one cannot tell which
is the gaoler or prifoner, his treafurcor himfelf. The
{ubftance of a rich man is a wall raifed in his imagi-
nation, faid the wife man, and confequently being
but imaginary, not very fure ; the reputation of his
wealth isan outcry that fets out his eftate, only to
expofe it to the firft feizer,and heis fo wretched that
left hefhould not berob’d, he becomes a prey to
himfelf rather than fail.

Look toit, my Son, if on thefe terms you defire
to haveandkeepall 5 confider how many advanta-
ges which may be in your power, you muft renounce
for the view of one, which is impoflible to be ac-
quired, inafmuch as by filling your {elf with riches,
your thirft will increafe with your dropfie. I conjure
you then to be wife in this defire 5 the Poetical icti-
ons, which were heretofore the antient Theology,re-
gulate the march of the god of riches according to the
place from whence he fetsout.  If Fupiter who is the
god of heaven fend him, he comes but flowly, like
riches that are lawfully and honeftly acquired. If he
be {ent by Pluto, who is the god of hell, he comes
running in diligence, to teach us, that nothing but
vexatlon, injuftice, oppreffion of the weak,and a bafe
and abje&t proftitution of ones felf, can get riches
~ haftily and in great abundance.

To win gold, the earth muft be digged and hol-
lowed, the meta] drawn from thence, {eparated from
other matter, purified from its drofs, melted, reh-

ned, broken, and beaten a thoufand ways befﬁrc
/ ' that
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that it can be made into a mafs; the hardnefs of skin,
the blacknefs and fweat which the body contraéts in
that bafe exercife, fufhciently reprefents to us the
contagion and impurity of that metal. = T affuwre you,
my Child, you muft {uffer more pain and fordid
drudgerics than all thefe, to gather great riches, and
when you hdve got them, it is tono purpofe. Gold
in the ingot is but a mafs of oftentationand thow, if
it be not put to ufe, how much do you think mult it
ftill endure from the file, hammer, fheers and wheel,
before it can be made currant money ? i
Great Pofleflions without being: emploied , like
gold in a mafs, ferve onlyfor a fhow, and to make
that, how many mouths are to be fed, how many
orders difpatcht, how many accounts to be revifed,
and how much care and circumf{pe@ion muft be had, .
to whiclra moderate defire is not at all fubjeét? To
conclude,the diftribution of riches (without the framp
of Charity, whichisthe coin of the Prince that be-
ftows them on us) cannotbe lawfully performed, no
more than the paffing of coined gold, if it want the

impreffion of the Soveraign.

So that a rich man is accountable for all he poffef~
feth ;5 if he make ill ufc of iit; he is punithable as well.
for having hid, asfor having inconfiderately {cattér-
ed his treafure. Povérty which men propofe to avoid,
18 the chaftifementof the covetous as well as the pro-
digal ; the one fuffers it already by his {paring; the
other is ina fair way to it by his profufion,his train,
the luxury of his table, rich moveables.ftately houfes:
In a word;his magnificence and fplendour are the at-
tendants of hisfuneral pomp. o

Be moderate then in the defire of having, and ju-
dicious in the managing of riches; if' I leave you
but litcle, T hope your own induftry and. the good-
nefls of God will fupply what you want : behave

your {clf with honour in the profeffion which youx
| birth
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birth obliges you to follows foon or late you will
therein find the end-of your life, ora {upply of what
is neceflary to maintainit,  Above all things touch
not the goods of another, and ef; pecially of the poor,
tor the rich defends his own, but the other is more
~ expoled toprey 5 take never any advantages of the
neceflities of the poor.

I enjoy the houfe where we ljve by a decree of
Court, having asked leave of the owner to bid for it,
and when I faw that the Creditor left him nothing,
my year and days pofleffion being expired,, I freely
prefented him with a gratuity ot the tenth part of
my purchafe, to the end that he might not leave his
inheritance empty-handed. God and the ancient
poffeffour are my witneffes, that he might have ftil}
been the mafter of it, if he had had no other impe-
diment but from me, More than this, I payed that
refpect to the next in kin, not to bid for the pur-
chafe without his confent, and all this without either
acquaintance, particular triendfhip or relation to Eie
- ther of them: They are fill alive, let them and'my

own confcience give me the lie, if I {peak any thing
but what is true. PG Kt

I propofe tc you, my Son,this domeftick example;
to the end that you may never make 4 violent.critry
tnto another mans inheritance, and thatyou regard
more the poor man that is undefended, than the rich;
though the Laws abandon him to you, which allow
us many things that charity forbids, yetabatea little
of their rigour for your foul and conftience fake:
confult but that, and put your {elf in the place of the
poor, and your own fenfe will teach you how you
ought to treat him. In the Scripture, he that {aid
to the debtor that was not able to pay, Render whas
you o me;Was as rigoroufly punifhed,as if he had ex.
adted what was not his due, Draw from that divine
fountain this fair leffon, that your defire fhould not

only
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only be moderate in matters which belong not to
you,but likewife fo much even in things that are your
own,that youmay be able to renounce them without
regret when they deftroy charity. ‘

- When I would have you thus indulgent to others,

I mean not that you your {elf fhould be miferablefee-
ing it is juft that your pity begin at home, your cha-
vity regards your felf more directly than your neigh-
bour 5 but if you have more than what you ftand in
need of, lay it out freely and chearfully for the necef=
fities of others. |

Lay not up before hand the revenues of many years;
a years rent ought to {uflice you, but neglect not that
neither, experience tells you that the prefent lives by
the laft years crop, and that the gain of yefterday
feeds to day the workman ; the providence of God
would be offended, if yours were negligent 5 neither
would I have you imagine that you owe all your fub-
fiftence to your {elf; old wine grows {fowre, and the
vermine confume old corn, you will labour in vain
for a new harveft, if God be not pleafed to give the
{eafon. .

Join your affiftance with his in the getting of
goods,and ufe themas you ought.,{poil not their name
by abad ufage; and fince riches are called means,  let
them be {0 to you,I pray, for the fatistaction of your
own,and the neceffities of your neighbour,

CHAP,
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Of the TWill of a C/led tbat zt 5 a rude a?zd

" indigefted reafoning of the Saul; and bora it
0ﬂgﬁt tobe gwded with mademfzon s

: ~~Come now, my Children, to treat of your Wlll,-
& which T difeover not in yow ' 'but after the two!
' ﬁrﬁ appetites, whereof I have difcourfed before for

albeit every ation prefuppofethe will of - him- ‘that]
does it,” yet thatof a Child appears {o' troubled and
obfcure in. the defire of feeding it felfand of having"
all that it fees, that T aferibe it father to a blind ith=
pulfe of nature, than a voluntary inclination. The
Will is a motion of the Soul miade ‘with deliberati-*
on; and, I think, there is not ay in thefe two firft’
appetites. ,

I perceived bot; my Son, that you had a WtIl but
in the firft reﬁﬁancc that yon made to mine ; I confi-
derit inthat'age as an effay that you refolved “to
make to put your {elf in liberty, ‘'and to entet into:
the firlt poficffion’of your felf, to which nature ‘was’
your advifer s the” firft man as'yet innocent, and:

newly formed by the hand of God, 'did the fame,,

that {arhe appetite wrought in him '(as in you) bcforc ;

his fall.

Itis firdnge, whena Chﬂd begms to go, he will
have no morethe help of another s when bis will be-
gins to dawn, he is unwilling any more to'be gui-
ded 5 asif the defire of acting in'liberty were more
violent inus, than'of our owil {ecurity: this appe-
tite being common €0 all Children, proceeds “from
nothing elfe but a principle of nature, which pro~
pofes to mian to be as well fingle and individualin the

E functions-
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functions of body and foul, as he is in the compofition
of his perfon.

When Philip conduéts the fteps and wills of his
Children drmand, Hardowin, and Charles, itis not
one fingle going nor fingle Will, it is compounded
of Philips and theirs, and then there isa diffolution
of the individual beings of Armand and Hardowir in

what concerns their Wills 5 {o it is no wonder that

they make refiftance in obeying him, it is occafioned
by an advice of nature that would a by its own

~meafures, and which imprints in every one of usa

defire of entring as foon as poffibly we can into the
pofleflionof our felves.

In effe®, the headftrongnefs of a Child is only a
rude and grofs reafoning of a foul as yet imperfect,
which would betimes enjoy its rights.

- My Son, learn to order your will by the fault of
the fixft man ; the crafty Serpent thatr would deceive
you as it did him, is the falfe obje of an apparent
good, and the Woman that tempts you, is the con-
cupifcence and luft of the eye and fleth, the feat
whereof is not far from the place from whence the
firft Woman was taken, nor its perfwafion lefs pref-
fing to make youfin, than hers was : when that ac-
curfed counfellor comes out of us, we are afleep as
Adamwas ; for if we had our eyes open we fhould
prefently fee the deceitfulnefs of its counfel.

- You are naked in this world without the fenfe of
your nakednefs, as he wasin the delightful Garden,
but {o foon as you refift the will of God and follow
your own, your eyes begin to be opened, your curi-
ofity to know all things, your avarice which cannot
be fatished, your unlimited ambition, your reftlefs
lufting that skips from one defire to another, difcover
to youa nakednefs which you did not fee before, you

. lofeall to grafpat all.

You can never be happy, my Child, butonly by
the
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the moderation of your Will. Irequire not of you
a total renunciation of it, that internal mortification
belongs only to Saints, nor that all things fhould be
indifferent toyou, which isanextravaganceof Pyr-
rhonifms for indeed they are not all %o 5 nor that
- you fhould fubje¢t your {elf to the Stoical feverity of
. thefe two wild words, Suftine, Abftine, which have
too large anextent.  Abftain only from all things
. that are unjuft, and from defiring that which is not
in your power. Support all the Calamities which
you cannot honeftly (hun,and draw upon your felfno-
new ones,and your Will thallbe fuchas I would have
it,

God gives you not the Senfes of Seeing, Hearing,
Smelling, Tafting, nor of Touching, in vain 3 nor
likewife what is moft pleafant and {weet in nature
for their fatisfaction : If you abufe either of thefe
bleflings, by excefs, or a difdainful contempt of
ufing of them, you are both ways injurious to him
that makes you the Prefent.  If your Table were co-
vered with good Difhes, and your Gueft would taft
of nothing but coarfe bread, and flat drink,he would
certainly offend you. In this manner do we treat
the univerfal Purveyor of the World, when we dif=
dain to make ufe of thofe excellent things which he
hathprepared forus.  The Senfes make the firlt try-
al of the goodnefs of God toward men, be content tor
moderate the excefs of them, without ftifling the vi-
gour of their {enfation.

I am not the leaft in doubt, but that there is 2
more pexfet way than this of going to God s but
that belongs only to thofe tranfcendent fouls, who
would anticipate theenjoyment of him in the middle
of their courfe.  As for us, my Children , who arc
but of ordinary endowments, let us reft {atistied with
the middle and more eafie way of advancing to=

wards him. It is cnough for us to meet him at the
E 2 end
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“end of our career; provided thatin the courfe of our

life, we always did behold him as our laft end.

AsT would not have you difdainfully and fuperfti-
tioufly refufe the pleafures which- Nature does libe-
rally prefent you withs {oneither isit my meaning
that you thould be low and bafe in bearing of her
crofs difpenfations ; the fame hand prefents you with
good and evil,receive it therefore with the fame tem-

per and countenance. ‘ :
The Plague that vifits you with ficknef{s; and your

friends with infirmities and death 3 War which be-.

fide.the confufion that fire and fword does occafion,
comes attended with enmities, quarrels, {uits of Law
and Famine, which isas muchasa total deprivation
of all that is neceffary for your: {ubfiffence, are ra-
ther the portion and lot of Humanity, than the rods
of Gods indignation. He punijfheth you with no
others, but what your own hands have made ; that
is, your ingratitudetowards him, the injury done
to your neighbour, the hatred and violence that you

ufe againft him, your envy, injuftice, avarice, and
in a word, your debauchery and loofnefs; avoid.

thefe;and acknowledge no other evils.

‘Confider rather the Plagne, War and Famine, as
three great flood-gates, which are now and then
opened to drain the world, when the plenty of its
productions cannot otherwife by the ordinary
courfe be evacuated.  So that, my Son, if you find
your {elf carried away by any of thefe terrents, or by
any other ftream that flows from thence, follow the
ctirrent without complaining s reverence , and {ub-
mit to the immutable decree of Providence ; mur-
mur not, nor firive againft the ftream, nor wonder
at the proceedings of deftiny; but know that it is
(aswell as your {elf) obliged to follow it’s order, and

.to run in the channel that -is appointed for

ite '
When

|
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When any crofs accident befalls you, itis appéin-

‘ted by God, it comes not upon you at random bya

fortuitous inconftancy of chances which hit by guef(s,
There is fuch a neceffary coherence and concatenation
between caufes,  that like waves they pufh one ano-
ther forward, though we-cannot know the original
caufe of their impulle, when neverthelefs there is

* one; fecing the fmalleft effeét that can happen, hath
itscaufe. The more immediate may come into our

‘knowledge by reafon of the nearnefs that ithath to
itseffeét: but to trace the progrefs from one to ano-

ther upwards in order, to the fountain head, would

" be, my Child, a curious and fucceflefs enter-

prize.
~ Be content then to fubmit your {elf to what God is
pleafed to appoint you, and to be affured that he

* who hath thought you worthy of his creating, will

L/

likewife vouchfafe you his conduét and prefervation.
The good and bad accidents of your life; carry the
charaéer of his Providence, though to you invifible,
as the loweft and bafeft creatures, theftampof his
omnipotence; and fo much the more wonderfully,
that his immenfity is contracted in that {mall draught
and reprefentation.

* Thusitis that I would have you apply thefe two
words, Abftine, Suftine, by patient fupporting of
the evils that befall you,as having their quarters with
you allotted by the hand of God ;- thofe bad guelts
are envugh for you though you admit of no others:

‘So that youmay abftain from what is unlawful and

{uperfluous, without depriving your felf of whatis
allowed and permitted : However I {hould willingly
advife you to entertain a very moderate defire even

for the things which are in your power, and not pro-

 hibited. ) 5

E 3 Felicity

43



44

The Fathers Legdr._ys or, Partll

Felicity confifts not in more or lefs, but in the har-
mony that is between your defire and enjoyment 5 it
matters you not though both be in fmall Volume,
provided they be of equal extent. How little {oe-
ver you have, if you be therewith fatisfied, you are
as full as if you defired much, and had it, and in as
great repofe. My Child, if you have at hand a {mall

River that may querich your thirft,{earch not farther

offfora greater which can do no more.

And forafmuch as it is impoffible ‘that your Will,
whofe objeé is vaft, undetermined, and almoft in- -
fmite, can be totally regulated according to my di-
rections, make ufeof this rule upon all occafions.

- Whenyou have wo body to confult with about

what youare to do, but your felf and your own
Will, let the fide to which if inclines you moft, be
always moft {ufpected 5 but above all, let 1ot your

Judgment be fwayed by the preoccupation of your

fenfes,whoft counfel many times goes hand in hand
inthefame crime with your lafts L s

CHAR
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CHAP. V.

From whence [prings the Errowr of our
Will, and concerning Veracity and Ly-
ing.

HE miftakes of our Will, which tends natue
rally to good, proceed only from our inability
of knowing it. The turbulent paffions of Youth,
“and the prejudice of an evil habit, do fojumbleand
confound the notions of realand apparent good,that
reafon that comesafter, and is formed in us during
that tempeft, is not then capable to make the diftin-
¢ion of them : to make that aright, we had need of
the knowledge of good and evil, which is the fruit of
the forbidden tree.

It is moft certain, that the real nature of things
which prefent themf{elves to us, is {0 hidden, that
for want of knowledge of it, our f{oul is often mifta-
ken in their choice. When it was asked of the Sun
of God, Whatistruth? He made no anfwer, as if
he would have by his filence given us to underftand,
that man was not capable of that knowledge. Truth,
asfar as I am able to conceive it, is a conformity of
the tongue with the thought, from which refultsan
action which ought likewife to be conformed to:
both. -‘

The union of thefe three things, my Son, is to
you foneceffary, that if there be any difagreement
amongft them, you efface in your felf the Trinity of
your Creator, who would have you made according
to his own Image. TheDivine word refemblesthe
power that produces it, as the action which flows

E 4 from
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from the fame, I you would be framed according
%o thisdivine pattern, your words muft “agree witly
your thoughts, andat the very inflant your a@ions.
will receive the fame delindation, -

¥t may be faid, that Man is naturally inclined to
£0od, and never fets himfelf to do evil,. without

{ome repugnancy in his foul,  When he propofes to

himfelf ehe doing of any a&tion, the reflection that

he makes thereon, isap internal {peech which ad-
vifes him to the cxecution of it if good, and endea-
vours to divert hin therefrom ifit bebad!” If it be
good, hisconfent agrecing: with his'judgmerit . he
performs it publickly, and never conceals it :* But if
it be bad, actingthen contrary to hisinternal fpecch;
whichis the comnci] of his Conftience, heii's'afhamed'
ofthisa@ion, does it feeretly, and” when it is done,’
either difguifesit of difownsie 100 e I3 o)

o Forexample, if you meet any’ one-that is going
to Church, to vifit the fick; orto comfort one thatis
n affliction, andif you ask him whither he Is go-
g’ he will fréely tellyous his thoughe and expref-
fionwill ba conform tohis acion : but if he be going
0. any:place " of dcbauchery, or to ‘commit theft,
murther or adultery, ‘vou thall never hear him dif-
cover his defign; I wil] Put it i execution under!
theprotction of fopme by-place, or dark'vight, as if
he were. afhamed €0’ be the complice of an' ation
whercin he'can hardly agree with himfelf, « - - i
. So'thar, 'my Sop, ‘You fee that there can pever he!
arperfect concordancebetwixe our thought and free
confent, which js an internal fpeech, but in the de.
figneof a good a@ion, “This harmony, ‘which ren.
dersa man faithful to HKimldE and mwardly ‘true,
frames him after theimage of God, 4s:on the other
handithe difeord of oy confcience’ with our will,
ﬁntakes’a lic and a tyar, which 1s the fpawn of theé

4

It



Patt1L  Counfels to bis Children.-

*Ttis firange ! "therc ' is mothing that wounds (o
~ miuch' the honour of a Gentleman, as to give him
the lye, although he reproach himfelf often with it;
without thinking that he does fo.” “Child, every
. timethat hecheats, that he foifts in one thing for
another, that he diffembles, flattershimfelfor others
in their imperfections, or that there is the leaft difa-
greement between his words and thoughts.fo often is
ke'd Iyar.~ s (P

¢ Thereis nothing that vexes us fomuch, nor raifes
more our blood, than the prefence of ‘oné that hath
deceived us. * The trouble and difpleafure which we
havefrequently with our felves, proceeds, it may be,
only from this, that our feducer is always with us.
Your Confcience knows it, if it call to you from,
within and tell you tHat you are an Impoftor, be not
angry if a voice reproach.you {o from without, beay
the cenfure and fhamé patiently, or otherwife ftrive
to amend. _ g

My decareft Children, Sons and Daughters, if ye
defire that I thould' be fatisfied with you, I charge
you'above all things that ye be true, and though the
eldeft of you be not as yet {cven years old compleat,
ye are already capable of the veracity that T defire in
yous atprefent it confifts only in a Yea and a Nay,
conform to your knowledge : it is far more cafic for

you to form a real notion of a thing that is, than a

falfe image of what hath no being; truth may be
exprefled withoutart and ftudy, butalyehath need
of both. :

The Gentry of our Nation hath better underfiood
 the uglinefs of this Vice than any other Country
whatloever, judging a lyeto be the greateft and
taoft infupportable affront, not to be repaired but by
blood. TrueNobility having its rife from vertue,
one canuot give a Gentleman a lye, and not forth-
with reproach him that he degenerates, and that he,

thereby
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thereby forfeits his quality. A liar to fatistie his
vanity, or to pleafe the perfon whom he flatters, co-
zens, or fears, is guilty of felony againft God who

- {eesall things,in whofe prefence he {peaks a falthood,.

It is very certain that we ought juftly torefent thae
reproach, provided we have truth onour fide s bue
if we tell alye indeed, we boldly maintain to Gad,
Man, and our own Confcience, 2 falficy which ic
internally difowns, Think therefore, my Son, thag

you cannot {ufhiciently abhor a crime which plunges

you in theabyfs of this confufion, ,
‘Though fome of our a&ions be indifferent, yet
(with the good leave of our Cafuifts) there is not any
the leaft lye that can be {o, though even it were othe
cious. For by that, the faithfulnefs of commerce
betwixt God and man, and betwixt man and man,is
broken. Your tongue is the inftrument of your foul,
which is the thing alone that you have gtill in your

own power.

Make ufe of it,;my F, riends,according to the intene
of nature that beftows it on you, in exprefling your
thoughts with fincerity, until that a more ripe and
advanced age may render you fit for the other funa
¢tions of life,which are Studies and Exercifes,

CHAP
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CHAP. VL

Studies and Exercifes onght to be jointly pere
formed.

A S the Body and Soul, my Children, are form-

ed and bred both together, {o likewife after
- the fame method fhould we endeavour to accomplifh
and perfect them incompany. And therefore it is
my opinion (though the common practice be con-
trary) that yefollow your Exercifes and Studies at
oneand the fame time; to the end that by an alter-
nate progre{s and regrefs from your ftudies to your
exercifes, and from your exercifes to your ftudies,
you may with more profit and lefs tedioufne(s per-
torm your courfe, than when you are forced with
one breath to run the career of either. :

Nature gives us this leflon in all her produétionss
when {ite forms a flower, itsftalk, bud, bloffom, co-
lour and {mell, advance jointly with {oequala pace,
that it is her laft ftroke alone which finifheth all its

arts,

My Child, the body and the {oul are two twins
whereof you are compofed s if you negle&t the one,
ro take care only of the other, you are the ftepfather
of that which you forfake, they crave both your care
atoneand the fame time: when by exercifes yon
have rendred yourbody healthful, well difpofed and
nimble, it is all in vain, your bufinefs is but half
done, withont the concourfe of the gocd qualities
of the foul,to wit,of {ciences and vertues which de-
pend on ftudy.

The fable of the Poets tells s, that the Tutor of
Achilles was hal-man and half-horfe, to hint tohus

thae
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that Studies and Exercifes thould be learnt jointly: it
calls him likewife the Son of Efeulapins the God of
Medicine, becaufe the indifpofition of body, and
fickneffes, are the obftacles and hindrances in the
progrefs of an accomplifhed life. Occafion is bald,and
Fortune inconftant, they areboth to be taught by a
cunning catch, ornotatall, and therefore a moment
of time loft by ficknefs may fnatch them out of our

“hands.

CoHA P VAL

' Of Exercifes. Of Rz'dz"ﬂg, Dancing , Fen~

ciug: and of the agility of Body and
Hand, | :

A Prly your felves then, my Children, to thofe
{3 exercifes which vender the body healthful,
ftrong and nimble; and at the ame time neglect not

“your Studies 5 but ye muft pafs from the one to the

other {0 regularly, that the changemay feem rather

‘the divertifementof'your work;than the alteration of

employment,

Amongft Exercifes, Rumning , Wreftling and
Jumping, preferve a'good difpofition of body, and
are of great ufe for'the Wars : but having often ob-
ferved the moft part of thofe who have excelled in
théfe thece, become gouty, and grow old ‘before
their time s Armand, my eldeft Son, T advife you
16t toufe them, you hive too hot “and boiling a
temper to keep moderation in fuch exercifes, you are
{o-exteeflive in every thing youdo, ‘thatT am afraid
left by {pending and diffipating mucly of ‘your {pirits
in bodily action, ‘yourhay have no more left for the
tunétions of the foul : §f cheir reftlefnels,which never
Pl allows
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allows yourepofe 5 relent not a little, as you YOW
in age, the fountain of them being unable to fupply
their activity, it may be that I may have the grief to-
{urvive you according to the courfe of Nature, al-

though I be fix and hfty years older than you. Take

- heed to it, mySon, and refrain thofe violént exer-

cifes, or be very moderate in them.  As to yeur Bro--
thers, whofe natural conftitution is more tempe-

rate than yours, I allow them all that I forbid

youL.

I'am rather of the mind that youlearn to ride the
great Horle well. By this exercife a man fafhions the
carriage of thebody, and at the {ame time the Horfe
is managed. Initamanistaught how to fit, carry.
hisbody, hold his legs, his foot, and hishand, ei-
ther for the bridle or {witch, to make the Horfe obey-
whatever he is bid do. - And in all thefe things,there
muft be a great deal of patience, whereof your reft-
lefs temper hath much need. !

Be fatished to acquire a competent skill in this ex-
excife, without applying your {elf to it over muech s
to excel i it one muft know the pature and particu-
lar temper of every horfe, and it'is to be feared that
by too much familiarity with them, asthey may re-
- tain fomewhat of the man, {o by the {ame reafon we

may contract a little of the beatt. i

Slight not Dancing, which is a motion of the bo-
dy that adjufts it {clf with meafure to the rifing,
mean, or falling of the voice or inffrument that is
playedon.  There is no man of what condition {o-
ever, nor any Nation whether of the new or old.
world, thatloves not Dancing. Difturb not that
univer{al confent by a fingular and private rcpug-
nancy 5 our new Reformers who condemn it; fhow
as little reafon in thisas in the reft, for leaving the
common cadence. - By Dancing you will acquire a’
graceful carriage, provided you fubjedt not your felf

t00
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too much to the rules of Art. = A matfter teaches you
your fteps, but the air, port and liberty of body muft
come from your felf : As there isfomething rude and
barbarous in flighting this exercife, there is likewife
fomewhat too foft and effeminate in ftriving to excel
in it. :
A woman is to know no more of this, than what
is confiftent with modefty, nora man more than the
decorum of his condition will admit of, left that
otherwife he may transferunto his feet the care that
he ought to have of his head. Dancing is to be
learned, to fatisfie with fome order the impulfes of
blood and fpirits which move and ftir in a young bo-
dy: but asfoon as ever they are fetled and a calm in
our veins and arteries, we muft bid adieu to the
Ball. : |

There is yet another exercife which you cannot be
without, and thatis the handling of the Sword.Yon
carry it not as an ornament,it is rather camberfome;
nor for the fecurity of your perfon, fince you live
under the protection of the Laws. The Gentry car-
1y it, as being the inftrument of their profeffion,
which is to be always ready for the fervice of the
Prince. Youare covered with no other arms but
this, which is rather an offenfive than defenfive wea-
pon, to inftruct you that you are more obliged to
thed the blood of your Princes enemics, than to pre-
{erve your own. = You carry it in time of War for
the fervice of the State, and in time of Peace to di-
ftinguith you from the common people, and that
they may alfo refpect you as being armed for their
defence. * If you make ufe of it againft them,unlefs
it be on your own defence, you prophane it, and
deferve to have it taken from you, as having defiled
it with bafe or with innocent blood.

Leam to ufe it for the maintaining of your ho-
nour, for though you live under the protection of

Laws,
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Laws, yet the fame Laws, if one tranfgrefs thems by
doing you aninjury, fhould have in vain allowed
you to carry it on the fide of your heart, if it was
their meaning to deprive you of the liberty of draw-
ing it torepel an injury. The lawfu] ground of ufing
it, isa blow with the fift, threatning” injurious con-
tempt, accufingone of a dithonourable crime, the
upbraiding of one with a thameful imperfection, and
the Iye : But I ftill underfrand it with this condition,
that if you be accufed of a vice whereof you are guil-
ty, orreceive the lye for a thing which is indeed
falfe, thatboth thefe reproaches be to you rather an
occafion of amendment than revenge: in this ren-
counter bend your force againft your felf,

When you are obliged to take Sword in hand,
make ufe of that which hangs by your fide, a long
Tuck isonly for He®ors or Robbers, If you exer-
cife your felf with the foil, (though it be in the
Fencing School it {elf; orat homein your houfe) let
it be with doors fhut, and your particular friends ;
take not up the Fluret inall forts of places, that s,
the vanity of a F encing-mafter.  Be not too vehe-
ment nor too frequent in that exercife; and above
2ll things when you are upon a Journey.beware that
foils may never be feen to makea part of your equi-
page, as I have often feenat Court : let the mafter
of that equipage pardon me, if he pleafe s but he
gives me ground to fufpect that he ftood in greater
need of a breaft-plate. My Son, be a little more li-
beral of your flefh, and venture your body, rather
than fuch precaution fhould give occafion to make
you f{ufpected of fear, or that you have in your head
{ome defign of a combat.

As concerning Hunting, which is permitted to
great men and to the Gentry, 1 dare not advife you
that paftime, becaufe it contains in it fome hidden
poyfon; for though it render a man active, Vigilani

- an
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and laborious, yet there is a certain venom ‘mingled:
with that exercift which bewitchesand brutifies hun
that is too muchaddi¢ted to it. ~ If it-appear to be
chaft,vertuousand innocent, like the Goddefs who is
the Patrone(s thereof, yet its effect is barren, and
brings forth no more than (he. Hethat puxfues it as
Pafﬁonatcly asthat famous hunter. of Antiquity, ex-
pofes himfelf to the fame misfortune 5 that having
hunted much, finds at laft the idoliof his pleafiire to
be a very naked ching, grows brutith, and becomes
himfelf at laft like the beaft that he hunts a prey to
his own dogs.
| Huntmg is of great ufe in time of Peace, forafmuch
as it keeps the Gentry in breath, and affords an in-
nocent diverfion to {pirits that ar¢ impatient of re-
pofe. Intimeof War it is quite contrary, forit ap-
phes to private pleafure the fervice which isdue to
the Princeand publick. ' Obfervey my Son; in fine,
that excepting gicat Cyrus,there wasnever any great
huntera great Conqueror. ,
To conclude,my Children, what T have to {ay con-
cerning your Exercifes, I gwc you this advice more,
that you never meddle with any but fuch as may con-
duce toyour health, or become your quality, even
though you might excelin others, R enounce all forts
of danocrous leaps, jugling tricks, and flights of
hand 5 Let Juglers and Gyplies .enjoy their own
trade. ey
‘All thefe things are likethe works of
where there is much dexterity, but very little ufeful-
nefs. Nonebut the rabble are. tdken or concern
themfelves with them ; neverthelefs I condemn them
10t as fupexﬂuou s, fince it is not altogether unprofi-
table in the .Government that fools thould divert
focls. Neitherdo I forbid you to {ee fome time all
the Bartholomerp-tair Shows, I rather advife you to it,
and to reafon from thence, that f¢ eing the body and
mind
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mind of man is capable of a great many idle {ubtiltics
which feem impoffible, if he excel not likewife in
things that areneceffary, it is only for want of pains
and good application.

CHA P. VIIL

That the firft knowledge of Man fhould be that
of bimfelf. That be onght to know the apart-
ments of the place of his abode, which is the
World and Arithmetick, :

N O W as concerning your Studies, I think that

man ought tobe to himfelf the firft fubje@t of

his enquiry, and that he cannot handfomly defire to
beknowing abroad, and ignorant at home. Indecd
if we defire to pry into the knowledge of things that
are without us; how low foever they may be, we
fhall find thefe that are below, equally unknown to

us, as thofe that are above us. ;
. Wefhallas little underftand the nature of Hyflop,
as of the Cedar; or of an Head-worm, which is
but an excrement of our skin, as of an Angel,
‘which isa middle Being betwixt God and Man.
This firlt enquiry into our felves,, ought to be
{o" natural, that I cannot enough wonder that
men have {o much efteemed that famous Infcrip-
tion on the Temple of Apollo in Delphos, Nofee ze
ipfum, Know thy felf; feeing that there is no man,
how weak foever, that puts not often to himf&If this
queftion, ( Whatam? ) 8

So that Man might be better defined,an enquiring
Creature, than a rational Creature.  If he were na-
turally rational, all his actions would {pring froma

F wife -
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wife confultation of mind, which is that we call
Reafon : but in refpect that the inclination of his
Will is oftner hnrried by an external impulfe of
{enfe, that dwells only on thows and appearances,
than by an internal tryal and examination of mind,
which makes the difference between real, and appa-

-rent, good 5 let all antiquity pardonme if it pleafe,

that I agree not with it in this, that Man is a Ratio-
nal Creature. He may become f{o, butthathe can
be fowithout ftudy, and exerting acts of Reafon,
is what I cannot conceive. Reafon is rather a qua-
lity proper to Man, than effential to him alone.. Let
us call the underftanding of an Elephant, Horfe or
Dog, what we pleafc, it is not without reflection,
which is a kind of rcafoning, no mere than our
own. | : «

If thefc three Creatures had not had fome fpark
of our underftanding, we could never have become
fofamiliar together, nor have been employed refpe-

Ctively (asweare) in the fetvice of one another.

T do notwithftanding confefs, that their underftan-
ding is farfhort of ours, and {0 obfcure, thatit is
not to be difcovered but upon a near view ; which
gives us ground, that we may not own them as our
brethren, to call it rather an Inftin&, than Rea- -
fotiontt A e :

Probably there are none but Man capableof Rea-
{on, but that he is always rational, is againft expe-
vience: The eflential difference which agtees with
him aloneand diftinguifhes himfrom all other Cyea-
tures in the world, 1s to be Enquiring.  As thereis
none but he thatdoubts, it belongs only to himalo
to defire to know.  Every Man, young or old, good
or wicked, poor or rich, ighotant orlearned 5 ina
‘word , of what condition foever he be, is hourly
and continually an enquirer,

i : iy
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My Son, before you came into.the world, you re~
mained nine months thut up ina Den, living only
thelife of a Vegetable: bue {o foon as you became
capable of the Senfitive, you your {clf put your fen=
fes in the poffeffion of their rights, by breaking the
prifon of the Womb. '

Child, render to your Soul the fame good Office}
its Functions for fome time lic frupified under the
imperfettion of matter to which it is coupled : 7As
{foon as you finding make the leaft effort,to get outsbe
not wanting to its affiftance. At firlt vour knowled ge
will be muddy and confufed, like the ‘knowledge of
thofe who are frun’d by a great fall. After yourfall
into this world with your head downward, and your
lying benum’d mine months in the womb of your
Mother, and as many years in the darkne§ of In-
fancy s when you begin to come out of that primi-
tive Syncope, put to your (elf that queftion, as they
when they come out of their trance,” What am 2
or, Where am] ?

Affift the firft informations of your Soul by the
miniftry of your Senfes. When you f{ec here at
home, that my Dogs ferve to watchand guard my
Houfe, my Horfesto carry me, my Oxen to labour
my ground,my Sheep and Poultry tofeed and cloath
me, what can you think, but that he for whofe ufe
2ll thefe things are made, hath fome preeminence
above them? By this you {ee that Man ( which you
arc ) is the moft perfe® Creature which you know

Confider in this place, my Son, the wonderfiil
Occonomy of the Creator of the world, who to pre~
vent all emulation and envy, amongft the infinite
number of his Creatures, hath not thought fit, that
any one being, thould know another better than it
{clf.  Plants are fatisfied with the Vegetative Soul,
the Senfitive being unknown to them. = Tnfeds hi-
#ing'no other notion of perfection but of what be-

‘ : Fi2 , longs
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Tongs to themfelves, are without doubt deftituted of
the knowledge of what they want, as other Crea-
tures bear without repining the knowledge which
we have, whercof they have no Idea.

Upon the fame ground we may fay, that thereis
not fo much as one man who does envy the nature of
Angels, of the excellence of which we conceive no
notion, but under the image of a form unknown s
nor that there is {o much as one man that in all re-
fpects and rclations would make a total and intire
change with another; becaufe that neither of the
two wifhes can be made without defiring the anni-
hilation of our Kind, or individual Being, to
which Nature cannot confent. This progre(s mounts
from Kind to Kind, and from Creature to Creature,
up to God, to the end that every thing fhould fo
much the more clofely.be knit to him, that it is
pleafantly deceived by this flactering illufiony that
it is it {elf alone which is the favorite of the Al-
mighty. 151

Son, having difcovered what you are, let us now
fee where youare.  If youreft fatisfied to know no-

thing here below more accomplifh’d than Man, you

have matter of humiliation, in refpet that the place
of his abode, is the common habitation of all forts
of Creatures, and the loweft Story of the world.
But fuch as it is, {ince it is appointed to him for
his refidence, and he to have the ufe of it, he can-
not be ignorant of its parts and apartments, without

flighting the Architeét that beftows on him the pof- -

feflion of the fame. And therefore I would have
you, before all things, learn Colmography: A Map

-and a Sphere will furnith you with a draught of the

Heavens and the Earth in a {mall compafs. And
fince there is not a corner of the world which hath
not been difcovered by men, within thefe hundred
or fixfcore years paft, there is not a part thereof

which
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which you may not every day review in your mind,
and go {ofar, till there remain no farther to be gone.
- The knowledge of the Ancients comes fhort of
ours in this point.  In the hift place they knew no-
thing at all of the New World, which is greater
than the Old, and of the Old they have allowed but
two parts to be habitable, the other three they judg-
ed defert, by reafon of cold, orthe excefs of heat;
which, in my opinion, was no very good way of
Philofophifing, to render Nature idle, and unactive
in fo great an extent of Countrics.
- It had been much more probable to have believed,
( asit hath been fince found out) that Nature, which
* makes nothing in vain, had accommodated the con-
ftitution of Man to the temper of the Climate where
hewas to live : That under the Poles fhehad conden-
{cd his skin, ( which is the effe¢t of cold ) andfo
rendred his Pores lefs tranfpirable, that he might
{uffer lefs inconvenience from cold 5 and thateven
for an additional {upply, fhe had made cold Coun-
tries fruitful in Furs. And as to hot Countries,
where day and night are alike in length, and where
the Returns and Viciflitudes of Scafons are almoft
imperceptible, there was great appearance, that the
courfe of Mans life fhould have been therg more uni-
form and healthful; and confequently, that in fuch
Climates Inhabitants fhould not be wanting.
~ And indeed there is no part of the world, difco-
vered, where men live longer, and in better healeh,
than under the torrid Zone. Itis there alone, whexe
men feel but little of the Curfe of Originalfin; the
Earth, without being laboured, yiclding to them
of its own accord all that is neceffary for Food and
Rayment. .

My Son, exercife your Studies in this Science,
which isof great ufe’s provided you make the right
application of it. By confidering the {mall extent

F; of
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the Earth and Water, which make up but one fingle
Globe, and which is no more thana Point in refpeck
of Heaven, youwmay make a reflexion on the vaftnefs
of the Liniverfe, which will raife your thoughts to a
Metaphyfical contemplation of the immenfity of
God, whois the Author of it; as on the contrary,
the fmall Glebe which you poffefs of this Point of
Earth, in regard of the whole, will teach you a Lef
{on of Chriftian and Moral Humility, by making you
underftand the fmallnefs of your portion.

It is likewife very neceffaty for the underftanding

- of Natural and Civil Hiftory, in refpe¢t that the ge-

neral divifion of the world by Limits,and the latitude
of thefeveral Parts, and the fubdivifion thereof into
Principalities, according to the Confines, Rivers,
chief Cities, Manners and Government of every fe-
veral State, are fo many Retreats and different Sta-
tions, where the Memory, which is naturally fluid,
fixes and refts, and where it takes breath again to
formto it felf an order and method, without which
it can never but confufedly difpofe of its Magazine
and Store.
- Having got fome knowledge of the place of youx
abode, -and where you live, which is the Earth, fee-
ing the courfeof yourlife is made up of hours, days,
nights, weeks, months, and years, the unequal mea-
fures of which depend on the revolutions of the Sun,
and the diverfe facesand appearances of the Moon;
I would advife you to fipdy the particular Theory of%
both thefe Luminaries: Further than that, inform
your {elf but little of what elfe is above you.
Leaveto the Curious the Reveries that g0 current
in the world concerning the extent of the Heavens,
the matter whereof they are compofed, their pum.

‘ber, motion, and the influences of Ceeleftial Bodies

on ourss all which things have given Being to a
Science s the vanity of which appeays in this, that
' [
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a good Aftronomer, or Aftrologer, feldom mékes a

ood Statefman. The wonders of Heavenare not.

manifeft to Man, but when he looks down upon the
Earth: The light and power which cmanates from

that Divine fource, being unperceptible to the eye -

and mind of Man, but by the reflexion which we
{z¢ thereof here below amongftour felves.

Arithmetick is abfolutcly neceffary for the pratice
of Geography, and for that part of the Sphere,
which 1 would have you know : Learn it at thefame
time you learn the others, even to its Fractions; lcave
the reft, which are the broken and figurative num-
bers to {uch as defire to excel in Algebra, whichisa
Science too {ubtile and abftracted for the commerce
of humane {ociety.

And for as much as we all havenaturally an origi-
nal Arithmetick, which is formed in us by the fight
of the plurality of feveral individuals which prefent
* themfelves to us to be confidered without confufion,
and that Cofmography is rendered palpable and {en-
fible to the eye, by the Anatomy which is made on
the Globe of the parts of the World, I propofe them
to you as the firft Elements of your knowledge 5 for
your inftruétion in which, Ifollow Natureas much
as I can, asmy chigf guide.

4

CHAP
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CHAP IX

That Hzﬁo_rj informs Man of she tranfaltions
of the World, and that 7t neceffary to
kzzow 7t. ' 0 el 3

N purfuance of this order, it is not enough for
_you, my Child, toknow who you are; nor what
is the place of your abode 5 you mutft alfo have fome

- knowledge of that which pafleth in this place 5 for

that purpofe, Nature hath thought fit that Memory
thould be fixft of the three facilties of the Soul which
manifefts it {elf in Man, that it mightbe the guar-
dian of his firft informations’, to it Hiftory does
Properly belong 5 which is divided int6 twe Heads,
the one is Natural, which is a general collection
of the particular works of Nature’s and the other
Civil, whichis another colletion of all the particu-
lar acks of Men. ' i |
- 80 that the “truc {ubject matter of Hiftory taken
in its fource and principles, is only individials and ,
particular things, from which the Memory draws
its firft knowledges. My Son, exercife your {elf in
both: But I would have you lay Chronology and
Cofmography, which are two dependances on na-
tural Hiftory, as the bafis and foundation of Civil :

They will acquaint your imemory with the circum.
ftances of Time and Place, without which it is im-
poffible that it can retain any thing in order.

Natural Hiftory regards the altions of Nature,
and the Givil, the ations of Men; fromthe one is
drawn a Naturaland Pnyfical Reafon, and from the
other 2 Politick Judgment: And fecing that you

are
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are to live with men, it is my opinion, that you ap-
ply your {lf firft to this laft Study, and referve the
other for your retreat, and for the latter {eafon of
your life. ' :

Though Hiftory be of much worth, as being the
gnardian of the reputation of illuftrious men, and
of notable examples which have happened before
our times, vet I find it, and particularly our modern
Hiftory fo defective, that inftead of prefenting tous
a true relation of things as they are, or have been,
it is only the Gazet of them, where there is nothing
more faithfully recorded than the trifles, and the
matters of {mall confequence.

Tn effect, when a man would make it his bufinefs
to trace backward the time paft, which now isno
more: To examinethe motions of time, whichwas
not as yet our own : To expofe toview the natural
inclinations of thofe with whom we have had no
converle or correfpondence : To give {entence upon
the fufpenfe and - refolution of a Council to which
we have not been called, to dive into the{ecret of a
Prince whofe confident one hath not been, and to
draw fuch a PiGure of thefe and all other things
" which have been unknown to us, as may {atisfie the
Spe@tator, and him that is on the Stage, is a thing
altogether impoffible.

Notwithftanding of this, my Child , T would
have you read Hiftory with all itsimperfectionss for
though it be defetive in its Circumftances, itis {o-
lid in the bulk, in thatitlaysopen publick actions,
brings back the image of paft ages, and turns to-
wards us the infide of men and affairs, to {ubmit
them to our Judgment. Memoirs, Letters, publick
Records, Chronicles, Lives, particular Relations,
Annals, and Journals, are {o many different Store-
boufes, from whence are taken the examples which
ferve for a ground-work to Humanc Prudence. All

thefe
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thefc.things area connexion of what is patt with the
prefent s whereof the iffie and fuccefs of the one,
isa dire@ion to the other.

Above all, apply your felf to the reading of the
Lives of illuftrious men, and Propofe te your felf
{ome onc for your imitation. The Lives of par-
ticular ‘men, which have fome fingle perfon for
fubject 5 in the texture of which there is 2 Mixture

or too long, ,

As to thofe great Lives, which feem to he
beyond Imitation, to admire them we muft look
upon them at diftance as upon Coloffes, left
that fecing them near at hand, we may perceive
them to be nothing but a caft piece, qr temper-
ed Mortar;s and fo we fee that they never fuf=
fer themfelves to pe known of any ip particu-
lar, but by the means of their own prepoflefied
Domefticks, |
T with we had in writing  the Particulars of
the Lives of the Duke of Weimar , and of the
Marefchals of Guebriant | and Gaffion. The tirft
% a brave Pattern for 4 Prince fiript of his Do.
minions,  and the two other for 3 Gentleman
who defigns to raife his Family ; though the
laft two “have not been on  the faireft place
. of the Stage as the former, yet they have been
as confpicuous, TFhe. congfe of thefe three Lives,
which haye had no other end bug Viztue to raife

them
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them to what they were, is an lluftrious car-

" seer which would prefent a lovely fpectacle. ¥

- fpeak nothing of the Living 5 for befides that
they may fiill fall into efcapes, their modefty, it
may be, or their felf-love might be offended at
my Judgment.

The Life of the Chevalier #ayard, is, in my
opinion , one of the moft lovely Lives which I
have ever read, and the true pattern to a Gen-
tleman : This was the Chevalier without  fear,
and without reproach, and who was fo equally
valiant and good, that one cannot tell in which
of thefe two Virtues he hath moft excelled. My
Son, I will have his Life to be the firft Hiftory
that you read , and the firft that you give me
an account of 3 firive to imitate him as much as
you can you cannot but write well after fo
fair a Copy. If you cannot reach his valour,
which is without examples be faithful to your
Prince, and cousteous as he was.

C HAP
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27

T Veipdn
¥ Of fabulows Hiftory, and of Romance,

Efide the true, thereis alfp g fabulous Hiftory,
B which is that of Romance; the reading of
which I .de not forbid you. A Romanceis nothing
but a Hiftory made at pleafure, wherein the mind,
of Man gives full reins to his lmagination, toform
to it {elf an image of perfedtion, to which the
power. of Man cannot attain, which is a certain
mark of the immortality of the Soul, when it ap-
prars more perfect in its notions, than it cap be in
action.  Indeed, the mofk pompous things, the
moft accomplithed order, and the leaft expected va-
viety, is that which pleafes us moft, S

True Hiftory reprefents to us only things as they
are, with all their fauits; their cvents depend more

on Fortune than Reafon, and the narration becomes

very often tedious, becaufe jt gives account of no
extraordinary fuccefs ; when on the contrary every
thing in 2 Romance js great, there Virtues and Vi~
c-sare extream, and always recorded according to
the meafure of merit, A thoufand rare and unfore-
{cen Adventures there, furprife the Readerand keep
him always in breath, in expe@ation of fome other
novelty which may prove ftill moge wonderful, . In
tine, the Soul elevates it {¢]f by this reading, and it
comes often to pafs, that being inftruced by the
excellent qualities of fome Imaginary Hero, it re-
tains in effe® {ome real impreffion of them; or
fome horrour of Vice, from the borrowed fhape of
the villanous, ' |

I be-
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Ibelieve, this was the reafon, why Alexander the

great allotted that rich Cabinet of Darins for the

Books of Homer, whether that he had a mind by that
- é@ion to make fome acknowledgment to him who
had affiked to his breeding by the example of the ima-

ginaryHero’s of hisIliads, or that he thought it juftto -

give a {hare of the booty of hisCongquefts to him that
had fhaped him his firft dehgn in the Expedition of
Tray. 1t is almoft impoffible to reada good Romance
without fecling in our {elves an averfion from vice,0x
our defires touched with the emulation of the brave
aGions which weread therein.

It is certainly true, that the morality which made
the firft impreffion on my heart, was that which I
cead in the Amades, where I found vice always pu=
nithed , virtue rewarded, the promife inviolable,
and valour in the higheft pitch that it can rifeto:
And therefore I cannot forbid you the reading there-
of. But for my Daughters, if they will take my
word, they (hould refrain thereading of all Roman-
ces, and thisabove all others, for fear they may learn
what is not fit for them to know. In my opinion,
the moft dangerous Romance of all, is Aftrea, which
by the variety of many amorous Hitorics, woven
J1lin the fame frain, fecretly kindles in young hearts
that natural and fweet paffion, which hath its train
Jaid in the fpirits and blood 5 and though there be
i that work, difcreetand wife Counfels to prevent

the taking fire, yet that hot and fiery Age, whichis

more capable of buming than Reafon, will not at
all hear them: So-that I think that Book only fit to
be read at an after {eafon, when thefe wanton flames
are extingpifhed. /

‘Such Romances as begin with the birthof their
Hero’s, the progre(s of whofelives interwoven with
pretty Adventures being traced in order to the end,
are thofe wherein I find greatelt inftrution.  Xlook

¢ upon
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upon them as on 4 perfet body, whereof at one
only glance we fee al] the beauties placed in their
order.

Asto fuch Romanees which begin with fome Ad-~
venture of the Life of thejy Hero,which {erves for the
ground-work of the whole invention > being top
fubtile, they affed me lefs than the others; becaufa
their gracefulnefs SPPCars only in confufion, and the
mind is always obliged to be upon the fcout torally

- The ancient Philofophers have seprefented to yg
Heroical Virtues in cfforts and dutics, which furpafs

themy and by confequence they ‘take better with
our imagination under ‘tha lalt thape, which i in
fome manner material; than undey the former, which
is meerly natyral, :

It is moft certain, that the Ides of thefe brave,
though feigned Prefentations, is able (o inftil into
great Souls flich 4 Principle of cmulation; that it is
probable that fome part of the €Xtraordinary a&ions
which have been performed in the Wars have drawn
from this Prj nciple the boldnefs of their execution,

It may notwithoutreafon,be thought ftrange.that
I have handled ferioutly (o trivolous 5 matter, and
that I have made it an Arcicle of my Will and Tefta-
nent. - Romanges, my Son, are a4 infirmity of the
timessit hath beey mine, and it may be perhaps thine,
though the {ubjeét be Vain, Vet it cannot mifs of a-
good cffedt, if one can but- {oberly apd Judicioufly
perufe it, CHAP
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CHAP. XL

Of the different ends of Studies, accordingto
the diverfity of Spirits. ‘Lhat it is very nes
ceffary that Kings fhould be learned.

Itherto, my Children, by the reading of Hi-
ftoty to which I advife you, and Romances
which I forbid you not, I have only fet a task to
your memoty and imagination, which are the two
 weakeft faculties of the Soul. It remains now that
T{hould entertain you with what may be ufeful to
the forming of your Judgment, which are your
other Studies, in the ufe whereof every one propo-
{es to himfelf a different end.:

Some there are who' content themfelves witha
flight tinGure of learning, and efpecially with fome
skill in the Pocts, ( which they call Humanity ) and
are well fatistied with their pains, if they can but
gain fome eltcem in the private converfation of
thofe they meet. No Learning can be called Ha-
manity, unlefs it be good s nor good, unlefs ap-
plyed to a more folid vfe than thelazinefs of anun-
altive life, : '

Befide, ‘what perfection foever one may acquire
in that kind of knowledge being but fuperficial;
inftead of real efteem, it produceth but ordinarily a
vain eccho of fame, which anfwers no longer than
the converfation lafts.

There are others who employ all their Studies

about the quaintnefs and elegancy of di¢tion, whe--

ther in'fpeech or wiiting, and never heed the weight
of Reafons which the” matter 'whereof they treat

does requite. - Words, which thould reprefent tous
) the
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the real notion of things, notwithftanding of what

‘ornament and drefs they may have, are no more but

air and illufion, if the firength of reafon give them
not {olidity, andabody. Beware of that gingling
harmony, as of a fhare which you lay, or is laid
for you to catch the Judgment by the ear, .

~ Whether you fpeak or write, covet no other di-
ction but what is moft properand fignificant to ex-
prefs the notions of your mind. The diverfity of
faces proceeds only from the diverfity of {pirits, and
the difference of ftile from the difference of temper
and humour. ,

A dull man will be flowand heavy, a crafty man
will have cunning fetches, a babler will be diffufed
and tedious, a hudling fhuffler confufed, a deceiver
ambiguous, it is the only frank and honeft man
that will be clear and neat in his words. Let your
ftile then, in fpeaking or writing, have no other
end but to reprefent in the moft genuine manner you
can, the real image of the notions of your mind,
it fo you do, befides that you will acenfiom your
{elf to be candid and true, by fetting your {elf out
by word and writing to be what you are, you
will without Art and Study infenfibly become elo-
quent, _

There are others whe fiudy, that they may fie
and accommodate to bufinefs what they have learnt,
and that is the {cience of the Law and Govern-
ment 5 for although thofe men who are meer State(-
men, have fome {ufficiency in the difpatch of bufi-
nefs, and the Judgment exaé enough in ordinary
matters, neverthelefs, when any queftion of State
of great importance, comes to be difcufled, as a
League or Alliance betwixt two Crowns, a Rupture
or Treaty of Peace betwixt therm, it is moft certain,
that thofe who have fudied, having by the means
of learning acquired a more univer(al knowledge,

: do
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- do penetrate further, and are more judicious in fucht
affairs, than fuch who have only the ordinary Job<
trotof State. However, before they be called o that;
1t is abfolutely neceffary that experiencet haye redi
fied the precepts of the School, and the Court their
ule and application : the circumftances which do u-
fually attend great affairs, not permitting that one
€an judge of them meerly by the rules of arr, Learn-
ng pertects nature, and experience learning 5 the
former makes the Scholar » and the latter the Ma-
fter. oAl 9Hh ! g A s
And forafmuch as the more weighty affairs cot-
cern great men direétly, and the meaner only by re-
flection, T think there are none {0 thuch obliged to
be learned and knowing,as Kings, witnefs the gloxi-
ous {uccefs of our arms and counfels, which partly
proceeds from that lovely knowledg ot letters;
wherewith our Princes of the Blood, our chief Mini=
fters, and Generals, are endued, #0f & <R30 o
Upon this fubje, the Queen at prefent thews us
in the education of the King, an extraordinary trace
- of prudence, having contrary to ancient cuftom re-
moved from his Majefty, all young perfons, o the
end that the government and wife erudition of thofe
eminent and difcreet men, to whom rhc care and
overfight of his breeding hath been committed, be-
ing disbutthened of that incumbrance , might be
more free in the direction of his manners.  Good
and evil infinuate thémf@lves into man only by the
eyerand ear. ' NI et o oG e
- Thefe two gates being well guarded in the con-

-

duct of the Prince; and nothing childih appearing
-before him, but what may be ufeful fo give him
fome good inftructiofi, we fhall fec his judgment by
little-and Tittle fectified before the ordinary feafgn,
and -his prudence ds his majority anticipate that of
his Subjeés. Experience hath often taught us; thag

15
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it isa dangerous picce. of policy. to withhold from
young Princes any of the knowledges which they

are capable to receive 5 foon or late their mind as
their body comes out of pupillage : if then they
are fenfible that all the notions which they ought to
have, have been fincerely wrought in them, their
{enfe is turned into gratitude 5 and o' the contrary;
into indignation , if they perceive that there has
been any defign to ftifle and offufcate their know-
ledge.

In effe® arms and letters are fo linked together,
that the Goddefs of the one is the Goddefs of the o-
ther : {o that there was never any great Conqueror
but who hath been learned,witnels Cyrus, Alexander,
Cefar, and Charlemain, becaufe that of neceffity the
actions of the mind, which proceed from knowledg,
muft go betore the adions of the heart, which con
fift only in execution 5 and that clemency towards

 the fubdued, a yoke more eafie than their former,

and new and better Laws, which are the effeéts
of fciences are wont to be the moft victorious arms
of a Conqueror.

The Progrefs of a rude and i ignorant man, let
him be never {o ftout, goes not far, witnefs the But-

«cheries of Sylla and Marim, which had Rome alone
for their ftage yor if it goes far,it is but like a whirl<

wind driven by a giddy and irregular impulfe,which

‘breaks and fcatters it {elf in its courfe , and by its

diffipation leaves no other mark of it felf, buta
ftench of fulphur and nitre, and the defolation of
the places where it hath paf’c witnefs the irruption
of the Goths into Italy. Not only all great Con-
querors have been learned, but we may alfo obferve
from time to time, that the moft learned ages have
been the moft warlike : le¢ France be an inftance,
which was never more learned, nor more vi&orious
than it isat prefent.  May it not be, that as the vi-

gour
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gour of body and mind are for moft pait of the
{ameage : {o alfo in the politick body, the glory of
arms and  of letters fhould always have the fame
feafon. SN T
_-Howexcellent foever notwithftanding Letters dre,
yet they teach not of themfelves their right ufe and
¢mployment. We may {ay of them in general, that
they are an inftrument for every kind of work, and
that Prudence to make ufe of them is a fcience a-
bove them all, which is only acquired by a long and
judicious experience in the application of them,
And therefore it is that we fee in a great many men
of learning, who, not knowing how to imploy their
talent, are very ignorant in the a@ions of life and
{ociety ; for though the reading of Hiftory may mak
@ man provident and forefeeing, of Pocts pleafing
and agreeable, the Mathematicks ingenious, R he-
torick eloquent, Logick fubtile, Natural Philofophy
fpeculative,, and Ethicks and Politicks fociable 2
All thefe faculties neverthelefs are but ftupid and
ufelefs, if they be not imployed with judgment ; the
right and lawful application of them depends more
on an original faculty and eeconomy that is born
with us, thari on the light which themfelves afz
ford.

CHAP. XIL

OfCZ)rzﬁz’diz Morality s which éokﬁiﬂf onely
in Churity. ,

TH@ only ftudy which feems tome to have it
force, metit, and ufe in it felf, is that of Chris’
{tian Motality, that confiffs folely in the exercife of
Chatity; which otnpichends in it thie love of God;
@ 2 ang
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and of our Neighbour.  Child, if your will propofe
to it felf never to do any thing contrary to' thefe
two points, your virtue, without much arty wiltbe
compleat. The Morality of the ancient Philofo-
phers was almoft a]l in words, and {o contentious
and jangling, that they would never agree among
themfclves about the chief good, which is the object
of the will : they have divided and fubdivided vir-
tue into {o many parts, that its beauty is no more
difcernable, by reafon of the many wounds and cuts
that have been given it. Let us banith from our
mind that multiplicity of virtuess there is but only
one that is to {ay, Charity, which is the love of God
and our Neighbours; all the reft {pring from this

Fountain. '

It is very corifiderable, that the ancient Morality
hath conceived virtue under a name fngulars and
that it would not find a svord proper enough to ex-
prefs it in its full extent. For wantof that it hath
beén forced to divide it into four principal heads,
and again to fubdivide the four principal by a fub-
altern divifion, whichinftead of one hath produced
us a {warm of virtues : that perhaps hath been the
reafon that for want of a notion that reunites the
eflence of all that is called Virtue, under one fingle
Idea, the inclination of ancient Ages hathnot been
{0 rapid towards the love of it, in refpect that they
never confidered it but in the particulars, and by a
beam rcficéted only from fome good action.

_ For example, if a' man was paticnt and veid of
fear, they called that Fortitude 5 if his manners
were well regulated, Temperance 5 if he was equi-
table, Jultice 5 and if the cenduct of his life was ju-
dicious and difcreet, that they called Prudence.

Incfie& virtue is quite another thing, it’s name is
fisgular, in refped that its true cffence proceeding
froin a fimple and fingle being, bears the ﬁ-amplof

' tne
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- the unity of its principle. ' To{peak properly, there
1s no virtue but in God, mans is but a ftream deri-
ved from that fountain. Every a&ion of God, in
what we can conceive of it, is only love towards
his creatures, and man being made after his Image,
cannot preferve that divine refemblance, tnlefs his
actions have the fame end.

So that, my Children, there is no other virtue
but that which fhapes us after that divine pattern,
and which unites us with him by a common bond
of love, which is Charity : without it, that which
we commonly call Virtue, is but the image and pi-
Cture thereof.  Ancient morality could not (as the
Chriftian hath) find a proper name for it, becaufe
it knew not the true {ource from whence it {prings.

Without that the love of our Neighbour is but
meer good-will, or rather a weaknefs .of fpirit, that
- cannot fee our like {uffer without compaffion 5 as I
have obferved before, it is but a dead work, if the
Jove of God quicken it niox. Fortitude, which fears
nothing, and {uffers patiently pain, and ali the crofs
and troublefome accidents of life, is a faculty whofe

a¢ts are {avage and contrary to the tendernefs of

‘man 5 neverthelefs it becomes a pleafant and eafie
- virtue, fo {oon as the love of God hath pex{waded
us that all thefe things are {ent by him, and that
there is nothing terrible, nor infupportable in na=
ture but Sin, which deftroys that love. |
. Temperance is a barren virtue , and infipid in its

moderation, if it be not {eafoned by the love of God:
It is altogether likewife impoflible that Juftice can
find the centre of its equipoife , nor that Prudence
can be {ufhiciently difinterefled in its condud, if they
- 1ccelve not a juft temper from the fame principle,
So that it feems the moral virtues of the Ancients
have but only been fimple difpofitions to good, and
that they defesve not the name of Virtne, unlefs

G 3 Charity
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harity ftamp them with that characer : they all

confift in a determined mediocritys Charlty on the
contrary never appears cxcellent but in overﬂowmg
as the Hiftory of N’hrt}xs {ufhciently teftifies .:
{eems to our eyes a piece of humane folly, becaufe the
union that it makes betwixt God and man, is alto-
gether impoffible by ordinary means.

- The wife Politicians of paft times have, in my o-
pinion, a more clear and diftinét krowledg of this
than the ancient Philofophers'; they have had fome
fhadow of the notion which we have of Chriftian
Charity, in reducing virtue to the duty of the love
of opcs Countrey and Religion. As concerning
Rehglon though their objet was wrong, yet their
intention was good, and conform to ours. And as
to the love of their Countrey , though it rcfpﬁéhd
only their fellow-Citizens, yet it carried fome im-
preflion of our Charity, and was only defeétive in
its cxtent.

Children, the Ten Commandments of the Law
are all rcduced to this, that we love God above all
things, and our Neighbour as our felf.  Tle tell you
once more, that the practice of this Commandinent
15 called Chanty,wlnch i1s a virtue which alone com-
prchends all Chriftian morality, and which far {ur-
pafies the morality of the Schools. In the firft place
there never was any Philofophy, Sec, nor Religion,
that hath had greater regard to the publick good,
and lefs to private Iatcreft, than Chriftian Charity,
This demonftrates to us that God by the means of
that virtue would 1mprmt inman, as he hath in all
nature, a more violent appetite to preferve the
whole, than any one part thereof ;5 and make known
Yo us, that that Law of nature to which all created

- beings do obey, and the Law of Chriftianity which

alonc confpires in this defire, have heen pre‘”ented
to us by the fame mnd When that Law commands

us
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us to love our enemies, and to do good to thofe
that perfecute us : forafmuch asthey who hate and
perfecute us, are many in number, and that we are
alone to {uffer their hatred, and bear with their im-
perfections s it would have -our private intereft give
place to the concerns of the greater number of man-
kind, who are our perfecutors, and that we fhould
pray that God would pardon them. |

It we have the patience to examine the Chriftian
Doctrin in its eriginal, though its Author be only
known to us by faith, yet {o great is the conformity
of its principles with nature , that the Divinity of
the Author muft vifibly difcover it {elf to us. There
Is nothing more confonant to nature, than to ac-
knowledg a firft principle, acknowledging him, to
adore and worthip him, to unite our felves with
- him by love, becaufe we depend on him, to admit
of no other Deitie but him s not to prophane and
abufe the majefty of his Name, to give him a part
of the time which he hath made, that we may reft
as he did, and contemplate with him the wonders
of his works,

Now as to what concerns our {elves: it is con=
fonant to nature that man fhould be a meafure to
man. If vou defire that your Son fhould honour
you, honour your Father: if you be afraid that one
kill you, defile your Marriage-bed, bear falfe witnefs
againft you, rob you, or defignyou the leaft inju-
1y , nature.condemns you, and your own con{cience
pronounceth the'fentence, if your heart and hands
preferve not the fame innocence for another that
you defire for your felf: Tooth for tooth, and eye
for eye, is a rude and rigorous Law.

ifany one become cruel, muft 1 be fo alfo? it is
far more humane to be indulgent to him 5 whenhe
deprives me of an eye, he alts again{t nature, and
I according to it, whenIleavehim both his, God

G 4 hath
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hathindeed fhewed an a& of goodnefs which is a-
bove nature, in becoming man, but being incarnate,
he hath done according t6 nature, in devoting him-
felf for the falvation ‘of all mankind : ‘the -part
thould naturally confent to ‘its own annihilation for
the prefervationof the whole, ™'+ S
" My deareft Children, it i$ my advice that ye
fearch for no other morality in your ftudies, butthe
E’(x’)‘a&ice of this virtue. The Scripture calls it the
ond of perfetion, becaufe without it al] other vir-
tues arc defective ; by the means of this alone (pro-
vided it be the fixed point and centre, about which
your thoughts, words, and deeds turn, and that ye
have a conitant and unfhaken refolution , to eye no
dther end but whar it propofeth) you will find your
{elves infenfibly 'and without ttudy poflefled of all
vertues ¢ By doing fo you ‘will form and fafhion
your fouls after the manner and progrefs of Na~

ture rather than Art; fince the works of Art re=-

ceive their perfection by degrees one part after an-
other, A6 Ak " ‘

A Lapidary with one ftroke cuts not all the points
and*facesof a Diamond, ‘whilft he is about the frft
the reft remain rough and rude: but when Nature
cafts any of it’s produdtionsinto the mould, asa plant
or flower, all its parts have at the fame inftant an
uniform progrefs.: If you ftudy to acquire vertues
by habit, and fucceffively one after ‘another, you
will find that when you labour for Fortitude. you
will advance but flowly towards Prudence. When
the Soul exercifeth the habit of one ‘vertue, it
grows negligent in the pradice of another; whete-
ason the other hand, when weonce propofe to ouy
felves to adt nothing contrary- to the love of God,
ot the loveof our Neighbour, by meass of that pre-
difpofition, our mind will'be reddyof it felf ‘to per-
form ‘the adts of whatfoever vertite that end erjoyns
R g T e S A T e A S e e US)'
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us, as if it were matural to it.  But forafmuch as
‘we cannot but with difficulty attain to that perfecti=
on, let usnow confider what are the ‘vices that may
be able to hinder its ' '

C HA P. XIlL

| Oft/ae‘m:cex thar Jpring from Self-love, which
" s contrary tathe love of God, and of our
Neighbour. And in the fir [t place of Pride.

S the love of God and our Neighbour is the
A foundation of all virtuess fo is felf-love the
fource of many imperfections, whercof Pride is the
&eft : That was the fin of the firft man, and the firlt
of Angels 3 the one having had the prefumption to
equal the knowledg of God, and the other his
power. If the Man and the Angel newly created by
the hand of God | have not had firength to with-
ftand the internal worm of {clf-love, how can you
defend your felf from it, who are but the excre-
fnent of the clay of 4dam, and art always befct by
the fame Angel, whofe felf-love fet him upon his
rebellion.. This example ought to humble you, my
»Child, and neverthelefs it is from this old leaven
that the height of your fwelling proceeds. :
" The happinefs of the firft man, and the excel-
lence of the chicf of the Angels before their fall, fhew
vs that pride is a haughty plant, which grows not
But in the beft ground. * If you be fortunate, and
efteemed of amongft men , be the more upon your
guard, and {uffer not that what is good in you, pro-
duce with it that weed which is able to choak it.
" The wife man confiders a poor man that is proud,
3¢ a thing contrary to'natuse & we itiay {ee the (amcf
S A TR R . v N NG O
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of aDunce, and man of no merit, feeing that vanity
{prings from confidence,and that there i nothing fo
fulpicious, and fo diftruftfy] of it {elf as an ignorant ;
notwithftanding we fee fometimes the ignorane
proud, and the poor arrogant. As for the ignorant,
it may be it is, becaufe that man- being naturally
progreflive, the Dunce may have the fame defire
10 torce himfelf forward as well as the wife, and
that perceiving the fock of his {ufficiency to be byt
fmall, he would enlarge it by his opinion,

4s concerning him who js indigent, and yet arro.-
gant and proud in hijs poverty, he muft fill feel
fome ftrength and vigour in his foul, and fome re-
fource that bears him up in {pight of his heavy bur-
den, without that mward fupport the pride of eve-
1y infortunate man would be but fmall. To fay the
truth, boldnefs without fortune and merit, isbutan
Embrio that never comes to perfection, or if jt do, it
pincs away like an Infant, that hath neither Mother
nor breaft to feed it

How imperfet foever that appetite in man to
raife him(elf above what he is, bey yet I can fee no-
thing that makes me {o diftinétly conceive the co-
herence, that we have with the Creator of the Uni-
verfe, as the vaip cfiorts which are difcovered in all
things created, to put themfelves as forward a¢ they
can towards the perfection of their principle 5 and

time, they leave in their feed or flips the bud of the
cternity which they have had from Uradis T T
I return to Pride, which is {o much the more
angerous,, that it attacks the noblegt patt of man,
varice is wholly carthly 5 Love hath its feat in the
liver; Apgerand hatred in the bilious humous but,
' ' ' Prefums~
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Prefumption lodges it felf in that part of the byain
‘which it finds emptieft, and thatis the Imagination,
which neverthelefs it would but very little infeét,
1 men would have patience to confider the matter
whereof this phantome is compofed : for indeed
whereof is it that man can be proud? Is it of his
birth? inf{pight of the maijcfty;highnefs;and nobility
of his blood,he is &ill the Son of a man, and perhaps
of a very imperfect creature : Is it of his beauty ? that
i but an cffe& of the harmony of the qualities of
his firft conformation, the agrecment of which hath
made the lovely conjunction of the parts whereof he
' is compofed, to which he hath contributed nothing
of his own, but rude and fhapelefs matter.

It cannot be for his riches, for if he want the leaft
thing, and if his defire be not intirely fatistied, from
that very inftant he is poot. And lefs il for his
Places and Offices. Dignities rather confound and
jumble together men of worth, with perfons of no
merit, than diftingui(h them. And foit is a kind
of difgrace for a Man of Honour , to be putin the
balance with the Villain. Can it be for his learn-
ing ? learning indced, which fills the brain with a
conffion of different and indigefted notions, which
it heaps one upon another , may well occalion a tu-
mours but knowledge which, examins all things,

and which lets nothing pafs for truc, without con-

fidering it in all its appcarances, is humble, and let-

ting us {ce our weaknefs and impexfection in every’
thing, difcovers to us the vanities and emptinefs of

our prefumption.
Vanity, Child, is formed very often of the fcum

of young blood 5 moderate therefore betimes the

vapours of yours. Fruits that burft before they be
ripe are never good to cat. Experience likewife
teaches us that trees which are graffed near the
ground, bear better and fairer fruit than thofe that
' are

e
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aze graffed upon the top of the focks ,there branch-
¢s only fpreading above, according to the depth of
their rcots undey ground 5 which s a leffon of na-
ture to teach us | that our virtues have onely their
worth and excellence from the lownefs of our -hu-
miliation, | s :
The fole of your feet which touches the ground,
15 the only part which bears and fupporcs your
body 5 your foul ean Jefs ftand upright, and pro-
duce any good action, if your humility be not a ftay
and foundation toit. The humility which T defire
of you is not to kifs the carth, nor the feet of the
Ppoor, that defiles the mouth, and cleanfes not much
the fouls nor that you thould efteem CVEry man a-

bove your felf: order requires that you thould keep

your rank. It isin this fenfe that I would have yoy
humble, to wit, if there be any thing thatis good in
you, that you acknowledg it to be the gift of God
alone, and that there js nothing your own byt your
taults and vices.

Pt

CH AR o XIV

Ofﬁ”‘/}‘lﬂl Lozjeo

TH@ fecond imperfe@ion which fecms to me tq

{prout from Sclf-love, is cur Senfial Love,
which we same ( moft improperly) Love {eeing the
word Love is proper only to God alone. Love in
its effence is nothing elfe but a moft perfect union of
the thing that loves with the thing Toved, which
union cannot be naturally and inorder, but betwixg
the effe@ and its caufe, and the Greature and its
Creator: If you break that union with your origi-
nal to make it more firict clfewhere, ‘it is a f; purious

aud unlawfu] union which you contract.
Q
S0
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" So that, My Child, when your love forfakes God
to refle@ upon your felf, that vain complacency 15
the Mother of your pride. If it likewife quit him
to make an unlawful reflexion upon another, youx
affeGion which is then {enfual, deferves no more
from thenceforth the name of Love. In finc we
may fay of that paflion, that it takes to it {elf its
name, according to the different refpelts, or the
predominancy of the two parts that compofe us. I
the foul be hurried away by the body, it is Inconti-
nence, if the be the miftrifs, arid have the command,
itis Love.

" Itis a wonder very firange, that the heathenifh
‘Theology, that is; the Poctical fi¢tions, and the do-
Grine of the Gofpel, can fo well agree about the
things which are attributed to love, that notwiths
ftandinig of the contraricty that there is betwixt
fenfial and divine love, it feems that to attract on
us the divine love, we muft hate all the fame quali-
ties which are afcribed to the {enfual.

The Fable reprefents to us fenfual love under the
fhape of a Child, naked and blind , with wings to
his thoulders, a Bow m onc hand , and a Torch in
the other ¢ A Child, becaufe that paffion {utes well
with none but young folks, and that" infancy 1s @
fign of the want of judgment ¢ Naked, becaufe it
ftrips to the fhixt thofe that are addiéted to it, and
never procurcs any good : Blind, becaufe it puts out
the eyeof conduét, and that it is impoffible to {pic
the imperfetions of the thing thatisloved : With
wings at his back, becaufe it is unconftant and fu-
gitive A Bow in ont hand and a Torchin the other,
to fignific tous that Incentinence is nothing but fire

_and {word. '

All thefe conditions are al{o nece{fary to procure
divine Love. The mouth of oux Saviour hath told
ns, that to come 0 him we muft become like little

/ childreny
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children, his example docs Iikewife inftrué us thae
we muft be naked , even to the cafting off and de-
nying of our own will 5 and his doGrin teacheth'us,
that we ought blindly to captivate our minds to the
obedience-of faith ; that the wings of hope fhould
bear usup, and that the fire of charity fhould nevey
be quenched in us. | | |

My Child,the Fable would have Love to be blind,
to give you to underftand that his afms will never
fingle you out of the croud fo as to wound you, if
you your felfrun not upon the point of them, Stand
a little off, and make ufe of the Torch of that blind
Boy, to let you fee his inconfideratenefs in his infan-
<ys his thamein his nakednefs, and the wrong aims
that he takes in his blindnefs. Though the prefent
age furnifties us with examples enoughin this kindy
yet to {pare the honour of the living, let us make
ufe of the moft ancient of all, whichis that of Parjr,

Confider this Judg of three Goddefles, who for
a flower already pluckt, renounces the plenty of alf
things, and the glory of Arms and Sciences , of
which he had the choices nor vias the Miftre(s that
was offered to him, ecither a Virgin, to thew us that
virginity ought not to be the prey of a foul defire.
Oblerve, how that to commit that unlucky rape, it
behoved him to violate the moft facred right of an-
tiquity , which was that of Hofpitality 5 and that

uring a ten years Sicge, whercof he was the caufe
he never appeared for the defence of his Countrey,
norin the Counfel, norin Arms, but once , when
he was overcome, Judg by this, that where that
paflion rules, faith ceafeth, apd ftrength and pru-
dence lofe their aclion, as if they were bound by
fome fecret charm. ‘ :

We muft be blinder yet than that falfe Deity,
tocall it, as we commonly do, good Fortune, to ac-
complith a defire that is foul i its defign , diﬂoy‘al

in
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in its addrefles; painful in its purfuic, dangerous in
its execution , and whofe end is often accompanied
with ruin, diftafte, and fhame. That patlion hath &
much the more need of counfel, thatit hath its neft
and feat in the blood , and that it begins to kindlg
inthe feafon when that is moft boyling. So we fee
it is the moft ordinary {ubje¢t of the Stage, which
are eftablithed in the Government, as much for the
infirucion as the divertifement of the Spectators.

It is not my intention, my Child, here to put you
out of conceit with Ladies, nor that you fhould a-
void them asa Quick{and which threatens you with
inevitable fhipwracks that counfel would be too rude
and barbarous : inftead of taking you off from them;
({ecing the foul is capable of love, before the body
be of debauchery) 1 {hould rather advife you to be<

take your {elf betimes to fome fairand lovely pet-

fon, that is wife, difereet, and formewhat more ma-
ture than you, and that you thould endeavour byall
imeans, and do all you can to gain her efteem.. To
deferve that you muft have a good grace, be difcreet,
dextrous, knowing, valiant, and fociable. Donot
you think that the defire to become agreeable to a
wife and beautiful Miftrefs ; fhould not be a mofk
faithful Counfellor for the acquiring of all thefe
good qualities ? fo long as to pleafe her, you fhall
exercife your felf in thefe things, the feafon of de-
bauchery will infenfibly pafs away, and the perfon
whom you have ferved, confidering you then as the
work of her own hands; will love you accordingly.
Then will you be fenfible that the union of two
Tovely fouls together, which is contracted by virtue,
without the afliftance of the body, hath fomewhat
in it far more {weet and pleafing , than if it had
been more grofs and material. The graces of
Jove never well preferve their natural fincerity, but
by the firft two fenfes, which are Secing and Hear-

ing v
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ing 5 the laft, which I dare not name, corrupts thé
fruit of it, if the Law which allows it, do not pre-
ferve its putity.. .. . - Ll | |

Itis not that I woulld have you ferve the Miftrefs ;
that Lam fpeaking of, with a purpofe to marry her,
your meafures would be too ricar for a defign which
ought to be at greater diftance : but it is thoft cer-
tain that he,; who as yet being vety young, could
place his firft affection on fome wife female Couns
fellor, who finding het {elf obliged by. the firft fruits
of our hearts thould ‘give us to underftand that all
our pains and couttthip is but labour in vain , and
that we can have no fhare in her efteern;. unlefs we
deferve it by virtue. I confefs to you, my Sor, .that
i fuch a cafe, if the impérfetion of the fruf we
are made of can admit of any amendment, {uch ad-
vice would prove more ufeful to us to make men of
henour, than any other whatfoever, - ALY
- I fay nothing to you of that brutifh appetite,
whofe impetuofity comes from the lees of the blood
it deferves ncither dire@ly nor indire@ly the name
of Love. - That you may have in horror that filthi- -
thinefs; confider only the places of that infamous
proftitution 5 what their flavery is, what i¢ the na-
ture of the evils that are there contracted, what
ftench and fymptomes they have, how difficolt the
cure is, ‘and how obftinate the contagion 5 and I
am affured, that having in your ‘mind a lively im<
preffion of that vifible Hell, you will need no other
documents to guard you from it.

GHAP:
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CHAP XV
Of Hatréd:

HAtred is a_.bad fprout, that {prings from felf-
love : for though virtuous perfons have a
natural averfion from the wicked , yet is it much
‘more violent towards one who hath wounded the
love that we have for our felves, than to a pub-
lick Enemy s and is raifed in us for the evil that
men with, or do tous. If the diforder that a wic-
ked perfon caufeth inus, did orly terminate in a
care to guatd our felves from him, as from 4 hure-
ful creature , the wound that we receive would never
rankle, which is of the nature of thofe hurts where-
of the confent with other parts affeted is tore
dangerous than the wound it felf. Indced hatred
is only a malignant vapour which without . intermi(=
fion makes a circulation from the heart tothe imagi-
nation, and from the imagination tothe heart, and
whichdifquiets us day and night, {o long as he thdt
is the caufeof it isin quiet. Sinceit is o, wemuft
kill, if it be poffible, that internal worm of the
foul, and not give our enemy the joy to begetitin
us, and far lefs the fatisfaction to feeit gnaw and

torment us. ; |
We can have but three kinds of encmies, théy
are either more powerful than we; or our equals, or
inferiours.  Ifone greater than your felf hate you,
and you flight his hatred, your contempt, being in
a manner the annihilation of his a&ion, youget the
betterof him, and put him underyou. If he be
jour equal, you muft imploy in that occafion your
Exuden‘ce, for where forces are equal, the moft vi-
gilant and skilful to’infnbhlyﬁcarry the day. Stand
TPOR
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upon your guard, and skilfully avoid fuch things as
may flir up your own or his hatred : but if he be your
inferiour, make ufe of your firength to difarm him,
that is tofay, to take from him all means whereby
hemay hurt you. Pluck outonly the Serpents teeth,
and leave him fo. ‘ ‘
Child, when one offers you any caufe of hatred,
FHhould beglad that your refentment did terminate
in a.horrour of the injuftice that is done to you
without reaching the perfon from whence it comes.

He deferves pity more than you, for he breaks the .

bands of nature, which oblige man to be humane to-
wards man 5 donot you likewifc break them, by ha-
ting of him, othexwife you willadd to the evilaGive
of the injury that is done to you, the evil paffive of
thy hatred, which will be evil uponevil. A dog is
fatisfied to bite the ftone that is thrown at him,
without fleeing at him that threw it, {uffer not a
dog to be more humane than you. .

The biting of hatred is like the ftinging of a Scor-
pion, to cure which it muft be cruthed like the
Scorpion upen the wound that it hath made. In g

-word carry not about with you that enemy in your
bofom, forget theinjury, ordefpife it, orif it re=

.quire fome jmore violent remedy , - haften to exe-
cute what your honour may advife you, foryour {a-
tisfaction, fo the end that you may with all poffible
expedition difiodge from your heart fo, troublefome

.a gueft.

There is butone only cafe where hatred feems to

‘beallowed, and that is when fome wicked and difs

loyal perfon hates you, and that you havé evident
proofs of his hatred and malice : in that cafe it is

- very hard tofeparate the finner from his fin, and
. not to hate both, : :

CHAP,
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CHAP XVL
Of Anger.

>
i Here is ftill another -enemy that lodgeth in the
4 heart of man, which is not {o lafting as hatred,
and is notwithffanding more dangerous than jt, by
 reafon of it’s violence;and that is, Anger. Children,
it is myown fault, it will be yours, it is the vice of
all ages, fexes, and conditions, without any excep-
~ tion. There is no difference amongft us but only of
more and lefs : all the other impetfections of the
{foul, have a certain particular object, without which
the {infulnefsof their attion ceafeth. . :
Avarice hath riches for it’s leaven; hatred, an
injury reccived 5 envy, impatience atanothers prof-
peritic; gluttony, the fatisfaction of the. belly and
palat : Without that bait the poylon of all thefe
vices would have no more force than the vermom
of a benummed Serpent. It isnot fo with anger;
all things from the greateft to the leaft are fewel to
it’s fire. A broken glafs, a falfe repott, acareles
fook, the fufpition of a flight, an unlucky chance
at play--- which are bt trifles, will caufe as greata
tumult in the brain of a cholerick perfon, as all the
preateft ftorms of humane life, i A
" T.cannot conceive from whence {o unconfiderate a
vehemency as that of anger can proceed, unlefs it

_ be tHat the {ubjec that caufes it, makes a recipro-

. cal reverberation from the memory to the imagina-
" tion, and from the imagination to the memory,
' without evet penetrating unto the reafonable part

of the foul, and v_thggby_‘i%i'sl collifion our fireis kind-

 led ;5 forif the vanity of the matcer that tranfports

4.

s it o it (e, 266 prdengo the iyl of féa-
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fon, the name of God who ‘beholds our follies,
would not be blafphemed s our hair, at leaft mine,
would ftill have remained on thehead 5 no palpitati-

on of heart, fuffocation of lungs, inflammation of

eyes, froth on the mouth, ftuttering of the tongue,.
nor any frantick and convulfive motion in all the
parts of body and foul, would be excited in us,
All thefe thingsare {o many fymptoms of choler and
{o many enemies which ftill wage war againt me,
of the vi¢tory of which, provided that ye had a
fhare in it, my children, I proteft to you, that I

fhould have more joy to feeus all erect a trophy in

our fouls, than of all other conquefts which we can
poflibly obtain.

To fay the truth, my friends, as concerning my
{clf there is no hopes of amendment : my faults be.

ing asold as my {¢lf, and making but one and the
{ame {ubftance with me, it is impofiible now tore-.

move them and leave the perfon that fupports them,
So that I cannot engage with you in this conflict,
nor affift you, but like thofe who found the charge
and never enter the battel.  This encmy notwith-
ftanding is not invincible, provided that he be
fought on the frontiers, and refifted at its firlt tuo
multuary charge before that it feize us : then we thall
perceive thatitis of the nature of fprights, whofe
firlt afpect is terribles and that in effet it hath
neither ‘body nor finews no more than theys when
one hath courage toabide it. “
Thisisatign of it’s weaknefs, that women, chil-
dren, old people, and the fick whoase all infirm

perfons, are moft fubje& to that paffion. A man of 3

courageis never overtaken with it, unlefs by his care-
lefnefs, and thercfore to overcome him, it muft al-
ways furprife him on the weakeft tide: The covetous
man by loffes, or decay of trade and gain, the am-
bitious by arepulfe, thevain man by a flight, the

voluptuous

4

|



~ara

Part 1L Connfels to his Children.

voluptuous by the deprivation of his pleaﬁines, ‘

and fo of others.

The natureof anger, me thinks, hathbeen rare-
ly well exprefled, by calling it an impotency of the
foul; forfrom whence could have proceeded the
fcourging of ‘the {ca, the threatnings againft Mount
Athos; the challenging of Neptune, thedifplacing of
' the gods from their ranks, the ceflation of their fa-
crifices, the denying of them, the rending and tear-
ing of houthold furniture, cloa.ths, and of his own
fleth, but from an extream impotency of aweak
foul ? And in {o much that men laugh at all thefe
follies, inftead of having of them in horrour, that
indulgence does {o maintain them, that there have
been known a hundred braggadocios of anger, who
are indeed milder than they {eem to be; ntroduced
into the good willof great men by the very means
which ought to have banithed them from it.

Though my temper be more {anguin thanchole-
vick, yctxll luck at play, and impatienceinmy for-
tune, hath occalioned in me fuch troublefome fits
in the paroxyf{m of that feaver, thatif youcutnot
off from yours, and efpecially, you my eldeft s{on,
who are the moft boyling of all the reft, thefe two
breafts of wormwood, I'mecan Play, and the (ame
Impaticnce that 1 have had, Iam very much afraid
that after my example that malady do not make i in
my family a part of mine inheritance,

There is nothing that better difcovers to us the
vgline(s of that vice, than to fee a man in that agi-
tation, {uffer in fome {fort an entire annihilation of
what he was before, by thechange that it is wrought
upon him. He cannot beknown by the indications
and marks of his mind, the firft lincaments of itare
gone, rage hath eﬂ"aced thems and yet lefs by the
form of his countenance, the convulfions which he
{uffers, not permitting him to retain {o much as one

H 3 trait

91



3 e o
The Fathers Legacys ors ~ Part IT.
trait of his ordinary feature, :

« It hath béen perhaps the prudence of nature, that
this vice being more prompt and active than thereft!
it fhould not be able (as they) to hide it’s defor-
mity and finfulnefs in the depth of matter, and that
by appearing outwardly, . it fhould let us fee in the

| reprefentation of it% uglinefs , ‘the image of other

vicesit’s brethren, - whofe venom is more hid, to
work in usthereby a generalaverfion from all, Would
1o God that we could behold our felves with a whole-
fome look in a° glafs, whillt our fpirit is boyling
and that the rea] external and internal picture of our

femipeft could be conveyed from our fight to ouy

Judgment without confufion of the appearances ;
to cure that evil there needed no other medicine
without doubt but our own AR o |

 Confider I pray you, my Child, in the perfon of a
cholerick man,” what kind of monfier it is that tof-
{cs him within, whercof you only fce the thadow
and ' phantome in his countenance, Judg by the

{moak, and foot which appear outwardly , what
fire muft be in his heart, and by the convulfive - mo-

tions which his body erdures, what kind of tyrant
it is that hath feized his foul. They abufe you who
tellyou that it is a {hort rage 5 it’s violence {upplycs
it’s duration, itisof the naturc of Giants, who (as

the fable faich) bcing childyenat pight become mcq' '

By next morning. ‘ . 5
Other vices™ infinuate themfelves fecretly by

ffealth, as if they were athamed to be {een, ‘but this

thakes it’s irruption into the heart like a tempeft of
fire, from which break forth many fparks , where~ X

of fome flic to the cyes, - others to the cheeks, ‘the
tongue, lips, lungs, joynts s leaving not one pare
of the hody to the government of it’s own {pirits,
Yeathe mouthof him that {uffers it, like that ofa
Criminal, utters many words againit his will being

' i A L A Tee
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forced from him by the violence of the rack thathe
feels, and which axe quite forgotten {o foon as the
{torm Is Over. ; /

But if all thefe things be not {uflicient to give you
inftructicn, learnat leaft from the experience thatl
have had of it, thatthere isno vicein man fo quick
in it’s conception, {o ugly init’s ation, {o lyableto
~ repentance, nor whofe fruit isfobitter as of this.

To conclude it isa kind of Epilepfie fouler than the
falling ficknefs, in that it is both-adtive and pafhve.
Hereby judge , my fricnds, of the beauty of meek-
- nefs which 1s it’s contrary, and kow pleafing a thing
it is toGod, to men, and more full to.ones felf 5
to poflefs the body and foul in -paticnce with alk
- {ort of. tranquillity and cafe. '

C H AP. XVIL
. Of Revenge.
Evenge is the fruit that anger and hatred pro~'
X_poft ro themfelves; which God hath not refer=
ved to himfclf as the moft dainty bit : but rather to*
pluck ont of our hearts thefe two wild ftocks, whofe
fruit is more dangerous fill thanit’s frem. Take but

from anger and hatred the pleafurcof! revenge, and’

you difarm them both. ' ‘Experience teaches us that

wounds are cured by the powder of fympathy 5 but®

Naturc permits not that the ointment’ of antipathy’
fliould produce the: fame effe¢t. ‘Experiencelike-
wife fhews us that our own blood which congeals in

the mouth of a wound that we have rcceived, isa’
more fovereign balfam for. the cure thereof; than the

fhedding of theblood of another. HEE
" Thisis properly the effe¢t of Revenge, it fcratches
an ulcer that pains us, and that producctha greater

H 4 inflammation; -
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inflammatjon ; and at length a gangrene, a Piemon-
tane Captain who was under my guard almoft fix
weeks in Savoy, confefled to me that he alone of
threefcore and three of his family remained alive
and efcaped being murthered, and’ that the family
that was the cnemy of his,” which with women,
children and fervants confifted of hty fix fouls, was
totally extinguithed, = ' :
~ All things rightly confidered, I know no remedy
{o treacherous o it intention, as the remedy of R e-
venge, whether we propofe to our felves thereby to
cafe thehure thar we have received, or to punith the
wicked doer 3 for we neither do the one nor other.
T heal not my wound when I'make’a deeper in the
body of mine enemy, and by revenging my {elf on
the wicked doer, I not only provoke him rathes
than corre@ him, but I become wicked my {elf, by
taking to me the power ‘and authority which only
belongs to the Law,  Ido worfe yet, for in doing of
him injury by revenging my {elf, I juftifie what he
hathdone, and afford him new matter of 5 counter
Revenge. An injury done violates only the Law, a
injury returned docs infolently rob it of it’s autho-
rity. B . :

When we revenge our felves by engaging with
Our enemy, we make him our cquals but by pay:
d_oiling of -him, he lofeth that and becomes our ij1-
feriour, a pardon ‘carrying ‘fomewhat that is royal,
and the chara@ter of Matter?  the wife man, when
hetells us thae it is honourable ‘to forget paft offen-
€es, teaches us ourduty on this occafion.  The evi
that is paft is gone, let the troublefome remembrance
thercof fink unto the fame abyfs, ;

A wicked man iy doing cvil follows his trade; if
you bea good man, it wil] be yours go do'him good,
thereis not a'more piercing thruft thana ‘good turn,
it rcacheth even to the heart, perhaps it may touch
‘ - | : i ksl e
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the heart of your enemy 5 at leaft you will make ap+
pear in doing him good, that heisfo much the
more wicked, thatyouare good 5 which is noflight
Revenge. To tellyou the truth, my children, the
theory of thefe counfcls is far more lovely than the
practice of them eafie : God preferve us all froman
injury that deferves a juft refentment, for fear left {o

flippery a ftep may not difcover the weaknefs of our
ftrength, on that occafion,

C'H A P, -XVHI.
of Fezzr.'

REvenge never gives us but in theblade the fruit
1 \_which it propofes for our {atisfaétion.Fear does
yet worfe,it gives us {uch a fhake by feizing on us that
it makes the leaf, flower, and fruit, that it promifes,
fall. Tt feems that it only looks to our fecurity, and
neverthelefs from the very minute that it is formed in
our mind, trouble arifeth with it: we may with rea-
fon call it the ufurer of ourmisfortynes 3 for in ftead
of fome one or other which only threatens us, it
calls together all thofe that apprehenfion can con-
ceives and is {o forward in i’s diligence, that it of-
ten turns an imaginary evil into a rcal torment.  If
even the beft fruits gathered before their maturity be
fowre, what can be the forétaft of an evil whichis
not as yet come to it’s feafon,

" “Fearisanartof prolonging mifery, which joyns

the paft with the prefent 5 (witnefs the {urprife of

one of Alexanders Licutenants at the fole fight of
his fratuc ) ‘and with greater pomp the future with
the prefent, gn fomuch that prefent evils come up-
on us but oncand one, and that the future prefent
themfelves always to our imagination in grofs, 1In

, ; this
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~As that , épprehehﬁoh of the future, which docs
POt asyce exift, is but a baftard {prout of humane
prudence, {o the impreffion that i¢ makes on usjs not

10 fudden, norfo unconfiderate, as that of a prefent
fear.” “This laft takes no counfel, it {o binds up inus
all'the fin@ions of body and foul, that we remain
without ation, or if we retain any, it i only to
throw us into g greater precipice than-thagwhich we
would avoid ; this is directly oppofed to fortitude,
and fomuch the more (hameful in 3 Gentleman,thae
valour ought to be his moft eflential quality,

Child, Fright at prefent danger, i dithonoura-

- ble; and the fear of a future will difturh you: take

1cart, I'pray you, againft both, if it be prudence to
difcover a future evil, it is none toforeftal it: Jetnot

the dint of forrune which threatens you, firike ar 3

diftance | Teft you be {6 much the more weakned,

when you comé to grapple with it The fear, which
1s ot only allowed, bur abfolutely commanded, js

the frar of God, ‘which is the begi_uning of "wi_fdom;',}

And I pray the Lord to beftow i onyou.

CHAP Xix.' "
Of Enyy.

Ny is yet a-more troublefome Gueft ¢ the
foul, which I advife You nevcer to harbour i
your heart. Hatred upon a juft refenting of 3 re.

ceived injury may enter it by force, Envy can
never be admitted | unlefs invited sbut when it
IS once entertained , it js the only*vice which
dallies not , and is neyer reconciled to virtue,till af.

ter
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ter death. Grant not to that lean and meagre Gucft,
which feeds only on Vipers, the fame lodging which
God has referved in you for himfelf. Detracting
from the honour of another is a fhameful fomenta-
tion for a mind affeéted with that diftemper. If by
diminifhing of it you could picceup your own, there

might be fomething to be {aid, but on the contrary

you thereby lofe what little you may have.

An evil eye begets not only the hatred and con-
tept of him that it beholds, but likewife of all
thofe that {ce the malignity of it’s afpect. Envyis
rather an homage payed to the virtue of another,
than a piques and fee the effet of it. Of two Com-~
petitors , the envious voluntarily yields the place,

though fortune did grant it him : and it very oftea .

comes to pafs, that by rubbing on other mens acti-
ons we make them bright , and thereby more illu-
firious. ; "

This vicz without any plaufible pretext or excufe, .

as others have, is alike common to the great, asto
the mean, becaufe the mean cannot with patience
abide that the virtue of thofe of their, condition
fhould place them at a diffance from them s nor the
orcat that their inferiours fhould come near them:
inftead of this mutual envy , the mean would do
better to tread the fteps of thofe that go before them,
and the great to keep their advantage.

There are féw noble Families that have not had
{ome predeceflour raifed by his fortune, that pro-
grefs could not be made without changing the in-
terval that was betwixt him, and the men of qua-
lity of his time, his pofierity may do the fame : and
therefore, my children,, Tintreat yous to have an ¢-
freem for thofe that raife themfeclves by their vertue,

one day they may lend youa hand, and they that '}

follow after” by your example, will pufh you for-
ward, g 1 *

‘ CHAP,

e

97



- The Fathers Legacj o XOI L RO
CHAP xx
Of Grief and Sadzé_eﬁ.'

THere aenot many paflions which are not for=
med in us with violence, byt Sadnefs is of the
number of thofe, that breed in the foul by 3 free
acquicicency of the will : we have (5 great adifpo-
fition to it, that befide that all vices aye i the end
8'd with an Inward {orrow which attends them,
the leapy crofs accident brings itupon s without g-
Ny refiftance, Let it be the punifhment of oy vices,

Sadnefs is cflential 2 mark of 5 finner, that by
that alone the Scripture difcovers to us the heart of
an hypocrite, God in his juft Judgment being wil-
ling, ‘that his concealed encmy, though he may dif>
guife himfelf iy abpearances, being gnawed by the

Internal worm of his conftience, fhouly carry always . -

on his forehead the ftamp of punithment which his
difloyalty deferves, and that js forrow, ot i
his paffion s in fome fort the vifible image of
hell | inafmuch as by the lofs of the good which we
lament, it robg us of the ufe and relith of thofz wa
Poflefs, and that it f much infects with it’s bitter-
nefs all the funétions of our foul, that it Killsin j¢
the love of our felves, and our gratitude toward
od. S
Obferve, my child, how far theindufiry of 4 man
that affliGts him(elf advances; who by making a re-
view of all poffible felicities, of Riches, Pleafurc?
an
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and Honours, compofes of all thefe bleflings which
are wanting to him, thevenom that empoy{ons him.
Make betterufe, 1 pray you, of ficknefs, croffes of
fortune, and an infinite umber of other evils which
ou {uffer not, which are many more in number than
thofe that lie upon you 5 make of themrather a
prefervative and antidote againt this deadly poy-

{on. -

If there be any forrow excufable, it {hould be for
the lofs of a Father, a kind Brother, 2 wife Son, a
trufty Friend, a good Mafter, or for the dcath of a
faithful Wife, whichis rather a difmembring of oux
{elves thana feparation. It is not in our power to
forget the memory of thet : and though it were,
that forgetfulnefs being 2 kind of annihilation of the
thing loved, 1 {hould never advife you fo barbarous
a remedy 5 for it is true that on {uch hard oecations,
which have their root in the midft of our bowels,
it would be inhumane to be infenfible.

What muft we then do for our comfort ? Weep 02
ver the dead as our Saviour did, raife him again by a
{weet reviving of hismemorys and leave our grief
bugied with him in the fame grave, fince we cannot
retrive him from thence. The fable by turning into
fone the infortunate Mother after the death of all her

“children, inftructs us that we arc of too foft amat-

ter to {uffer in flefh and bone an evilof that nature:
Infomuchnotwithftanding that an extreain {orrow

" {eems to bea fecret repining againft providence, let

us humble eus felves before it and acknowledg that
there is no internal grief whofe continuance is ab=
folutely lawful, but what afflicks us for the evil which
we do. That forrow alone kills fin, raifes the fin~
ner, and reftores to him joy and gladnefs. ;

.CHAP,
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| G AP XXI
OF i bl thup o is nome withoys
Vertye. '

' q S there is nothing that marks fo much fin o sy

as Sédnefs, {o likewife there is 1o {olid cop-
tentment but what fprings fromvirtue, 1f It pro-

ceed from our immoderatenefs, jt pafleth like light-

ning, oras a flafh of gunpowder, ‘which Jafts but
an inftant, and ig immediately turned ingo a ftinking
vapour. If fortune be the caufe of it, fhe is always
treachetous, what ever fhe do, If the prant uspo.
thing, fhe is unfaithful to our hopes 5 fhe 15 {o like-
wifeif (e take from us what fhe hath bel’rowed, and
is {0 fHll even when the continues them with us, i
refpect that the fenfe of the good that the does s
€vaporatesin the cnjoyment ; the duration of it js
{uthicient to deprive us of it’s relith 5 fo that we may
fay that contentment where virtue is Wanting, hav-
Ing nothing to enliven it, is but only the carcafs of
felicity. '

Joy, which proceeds not from vertue, fails often
N its bulk : if ic be little, it is imperceptible - if
exceflive, there is danger that the hearr of mar
Prove not too weak and finall 4 veffi] to contain it’s
overflowing without being fplit and broken,

Know alfo, my child, that the pleafure of fenfe

victuals which the ftomach Yeceives, is yet the caufe
of lafting evils, as of crudities and indigeftion, ver-
tigo’s, and obftruions of the brain, whichare the
Interreigns of the oy by the ceffation of jr’s actions;
from which fometipme death does ¢nfue, by a fecree

and
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and clandeftin blow, the caufe ‘of which cannot be
perceived at {o great diftance.  As to the pleafure
that {prings from the two great abundance of fpi-
sits, it isfofudden in it’s acts thatitis as {oon ex-
tin& as kindled :if it be urged too much, it is pat
out of breath; and by continuance, degenerates un-
to feeblenefs.

_ The fmelling is for the bad as well as good fmells:
the latterif they be a little firong, make the headake
as wellas the former, inftead of comforting the brain.

~ As concerning the hearing; if jarring difcord trou-
ble the foul, harmony diffolves and foftens it, and

difplaces it fromit’s feat. Seeing, which is the pu-
reft of all our fenfes wearies at length of the beauty
of it’s objec,. what itadmired at firft glance, only
pleafes it at the fecond look 5 at the third it does not
as yet offend it, butin procels of time it is cloyed
by the frequent caftom of eying it. - Ina word, my
children, “the pleafure of our fenfes, though they
were even alwaysfatisfied, is but fuperficial 5 it af=
fets only the extremitiesof the organs that are de-
ftined for their functions s if it come nearer and in-

corporate with them, from that inftant it ccafes to

be {fenfible.

As to what conceris the contentment which Ho-
nour, Glory, Digaities,” Nobility, Authority, and
Riches afford > the opinion of thofe who confider
thefe things but as imaginary goods, or inftruments
of our vanity, is, in my judgement, a little too fc-
vere. Though vertue may find in it {elf content-
ment, yet humane policy, to provoke men to emu-
lation, in well doing, hath moft wifely appointed
Honour, Glory, Dignitics, and Nobility, to be a
vifible homage which fhould be rendered to ver-
tue,  and thar Authority and Riches (hould be the
fneans to give greater extent to it’s operations,

Allthefe goods, notwithftanding, ought to make

' 10
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- mo other impreffion oh us, but as goods of retinue

and attendance, which are but the baggage of vers -
tues forin effet Honour and Efteem i but a paf-
fing vapour, which is derived to us onely from the
fancy of another ; Nobility but a politick acknow-
ledgment of fervices performed, and Authority but
4 power to maintain with Dignity the Laws, which
the fame Laws confer upon us 5 all thefe things be-
ing but forein conceffions, can eftablith in us no {o-
lid contentment : nothing but vertue alone whof

~altsare all our own, can beftow jt.

As it is impoflible but that 2 body of a2 good Con-
ftitution, lovely, healthful and vigorous, muft be
fenfible of the pleafure that there jsn the enjoyment
of all thefe bleffings 5 fo by the fame reafon, ‘when
the foul is purged fromall it’s perturbations, which
are it’s maladies, when it wills nothing but what is
honeft, and juft, wherein confifts it’s true beauty,
and that it is always in readinefs to do good, it
cannot be in that condition, and not feel already fome
foretalt of the joys of heaven, )
.. Would to God, my friends, that ye were capa-
ble to know the happinefs of thofe who have attajg-
ed to that perfe@ion, and that ye could fee prefented

to the eye in fome worthy fubject a living {cheme of * &

the excellence of vertue, to the end that the (enfi-
ble objet of it’s beauty might attract you with grea=
ter violence to the Love of it. ]
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That we mnst choofe a praﬁ/ﬁdm of the pro-
feffion of Arinss and what onght to be the

firft inflitntion thereof.

Aving difcourfed to you, my child, concerning

your manners, and the vices that may corrupt

them, I come now to fpeak of the profeffion that
you arcobliged to follow s for though we have all
one and the fame original, yet the wifdom of him
who is theauthor of it, hath been pleafed that there
fhould be amongft us many different conditions and
trades, all which fhould ftand in nced of one ano-
ther, to the end that the mutual fexrvice which is
berformed in that diverfity, might be tous alla com-
mon bond of - love : wherefore, my friends, that
we may not be ufelefs members of this community,
every onc of us ought to propofe to our {elves, a

courfe of life which may according to naturc and

Law fatisfie this publick duty.

Upon the account of that common obligatiat, it

is my intention that two of my three Sons fcrve the
King in his Armics, and that the third bea Church-
man, provided he be endued with the good quali-
lities that {o holy a Calling requires 3 if not, 1 de-
fign him likewife for a Souldier , though I have al-
ready loft three cldet Brothers Children, one before
Corbie, another before Perpignan, and the third inthe
return from the Siege of Thionvile : and likewife
three Sifters Children, whereof the one died in Gar-
rifon, the other kilted before St. Antenin, and the
third at the Battel of Nordlingmen, yet We muft not
fotfake the Trade, 4
Iam
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Tam not ignorant that a Souldier isonly a Sacti-
fice devoted for the fervice of his King and Country; |
that he is their Martyr , and that our Kings have
more reafon to call the Gentlemen the Limits of
their Dominions, confidering the Progrefs of our
Wars, than that Ancient, who (hewing his fellow
Citizens,faid that they were the Walls of the Town.

Since it is {0, I think there fhould bea little more
care taken of their primary inftitution for the wars,
and that it were to be withed that there were fome
Places in the Kingdom that might ferve for nurferies,
where the Gentry, when they leave the Colledge
and the Livery, might be trained in the exercife of
Arms, and that in fuch places there were Acade-
mies for riding the great Horfe, for Vaulting, Dan-
cing, Fencing; for Arithmetick, Cofmography, Na-
vigation, and the Languages, whereof the Mafters
were entercained at the publick charge, for the ufe
and benefit of the Children of poor Gentlemen whe
may have died or grown aged in the fervice. The
matter is not without example, two perfons of qua-
lity have done heretofore at their own coft, to wit
Monfieur de St. Luke in Bronage, and Monficur de Vi,
at Calais, with {o much honour and reputation, that
there was never a younger Brother that came out of
their Garrifons, who did not refpect them as long
as they lived as muchas the King, and honour them
more than their Parents.

That little expence is very inconfiderable in {o
great a Kingdom as this, in refpect of the great ad-
vantage that may redound from it. In the firft place,
what bad habit a Page may have learned in the com-
pany of Lackeys where he hath been bred, and from
whom he only differs by the fathion of his breech-
es, will turn to difcretion when he comes to be in-
ftructed by his Officers, his Mafters and the relt of
the Gentlemen that run the fame carcer with him,

| ‘ The
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The Scholar that leaves the Colledg, ill-bred, diffi-
dent, and wild, will learn grace and affurance, find-
ing himfelf in a company more refolute and civili-
zed than that from which he parted : whereas if 2
Page after his commerce with Lackeys turn himfelf
fireight over into the Guards, the contagion of the
Pickpocket or Highway-man may in a great City
prove dangerous : and it is likewife to be feared,
left a young Scholar, being but a frefh-water Soul-
dier, may not for want of a good Tutor forfake the
fervice; when he finds that in his noviciat he is the
{port of his Comrades in that place, where there is
more licence given than ina well ordered Garrifon.

It is likewife very confiderable that young men
leave the Colledge and the Livery of the Page,in the
flower of their age, and that this flower is blafted
without bearing any fruit, or if it bear any, it is bad,
if it be but in the leaft neglected. In this fair {fcafon
the blood and fpirits, which are in their prime, are
very dangerous Counfellors, if the motion of their
impulfe have it’s free courfe.  So that it isa matter
of pity and commiferation to {ce young men, who
leave the Family of a perfon of quality , to whom
perhaps by reafon of his negligence, they have only
been known by his Liveriess or come out of a Col-
ledge where they have leatned nothing but what
muft be forgotten , for want of skill in Tutors for
the education of youth, left to their own conduct.

After fuch thipwrack of their firft years, it is to
heap evil upon evil to fend them into a Garrifon,
where all that they have to do, is once in three days
to mount the Guard. By the floth of the other two
the mind is in danger of becoming more lazy than
the bodys Againft this inconvenience I {ee no other
remedy, but the different excrcifes which T have
propofed, which by their variety might always keep
iw breath the bodies and minds of yosth, and by a

: bz laudable
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| laudable emulation of friving to excel, break the
f ; bonds of cvil habits before contraéted, and intro-
duce better in their place. ; A

It would now be very fuperfluous to fend our
Youth into Hollzrds the fuccefs of our Arins , and -
the diligence of our Sieges, make appear that of
Scholars we are become Mafters in that Trade 5 and
befides I have found by experience in two journics
that I made there as a Volunteer, the one at the
Rupture of the Truce, and the other during the
Siege of Breda, a younger Brother, though of thirty
fixycars of age at the firft,and of forty at the fecond,
that Brandyand Tobacco made in that place the
greater fhare of the Exercifes of our cadets.

X am much of opinion that what I propofe, is
but a with in the blade, whereof I neither expect
flower nor fruit. ~ So that knowing no Garrifon in
the Kingdom where there is any care taken of the
Youth, T would advife you, my Children , before
ye go to the Army, to ferve the King a year in his
Guards : yc owe him the firft fruits of your fervices;
there the Grandees of the Nation are to be fecn in
grofs, clfewhere they appear but in retail : whilft
m that place you learn the duty of a Souldier, you
will neither want Mafters nor time for your other
exercifes, provided you have difcretion to managg it
aright in the fame place. The commerce of the Soul-
dicr, the Officer , the Citizen, Tradefman, Pick-
pocket, Religions, and the Prefence of the Cotire,
may offer you at one glance a general view of thie
order and diferder of the world, the confideration
of which will not be altogether ufelefs to you for
your condudt : {o after that your year of noviciat in
the Guards is-cxpired, yon may go and make yotx
profcilion in the Armyy .

CHAP.
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C H AP XXIIL
Seven Coungélf for a Sonldicr.

T Itherto, my Childrén, 1 have treated you as a

H good Father, who teaches his Children theix
hft fleps 5 and holds them up by the firings > but
when I now confider you as entred into the Trade,
befide the quality of Father, which 1 had before, I
acquire likewife over you the quality of an ancient
Ofiicer, and on this double refpect ye owe morc de-
Ference and regard to my Counfels concerning the
profeffion to which ye arc called. : '

caUNSEL

The firft counfel that I give you, my Son, is. that

if you perceive that your heart is 1ot good for the -
~wars, and that you are not fully refolved faithfully
to fexve the King, you meddle not that way : though
your quality oblige you to it, yet no body will fdrce
you : the Arrear-ban is now no moic in ufe, and
though i¢ were; the prudence of our Laws allows
you to fupply your place in the fervice by another,
who may be of more worth than your {elf, Addnot
tothe Cowardife of your heart, Sacriledge, in vio-
Jating by bafenefs, or infidclity , the Oath which
you make, of true and faithful {erving the King.
The promife which you give at the head of the Re-
giment with hand lifted up to Heaven, isa {olemn
Vow in the prefence of God and men, which isno
le(s obligatory than others. Thefe are but made
once in ones life; yours is renewed at every Malier,
Their pay is only in credit and hope, yours is i
I ‘ prefent

Vo
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prefent money s yea, we may fay that by deferting
they commit but a private trefpafs, and you a pub-
lick crime. ,

Wherefore, my Child, dic rather than do the leaft
thing in the Army which may difhonour you , for
you will have there too many witnefles of your -
thame. The antient Difcipline that punifhed the
Coward with death , was not {o fevere as ours,

- which prolongs the {enfe of his difgrace, by letting

him outlive hjs honour.
O N R LR

My fecond advice is, that you be not obftinate in
the fight longer than the enemy makes héad againit
you : ‘when they are once broken, and that there is
no more hopes of rallying, defift, and let thofe who
have need ‘to be flefhed with booty compleat the
overthrow. Defile not your felf with the blood of
him that flies, and far lefs of him that renders him-
{elf. Wounds given on the back are more difgrace-
ful ‘than wounds there received. You are in fear of
him whom you firike in that condition, and by let-
ting of him alone, you flight him. There are three
forts of courage in an Army, the firft begins the
victory, the {econd purfuesit,and thelaft makcs the
Maffacre : firive you to be of the firft, = o -

C OMUIN S EAL TIT:

If any one render himfelf priforier to you, being
of that quality that you may difpofe of him at your
pleafurc . let him appoiut his own' ranfom : if he
willnot promife you any thing, ‘do a deed of chari-
ty without opening your purfe, and fend him go-
ing : if he promife you any thing, fct him at liberty
tpon his parcle 5 if he fail in performance, bc]jsvc
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" that it hath been his inability to make fatisfadtion,
* and that in vain you fhould have affured him of his
life , if you had deprived him of what was needful
to maintain it : to fay the truth , fuch a traffick is
but a fign of low ambition.

COUNSEL 1IV.

Above all things I recommend it to you that you
never plunder your Quarters 5 he that harbours you
is your Landlord, and you his Gueft, which 1s a rc-
fation of mutual good-will. If it be your own Coun-
try that you fack , youare thereby guilty of Parri-
cide : if it be a conquered Land, {pare it, my Child,
for it besomes the Dominion of him that hath' gi-
ven you your arms, where your infolence fhould not
make his Government terrible. If it be an Enemies
Country, be not the walter of it, left that by your
sruclty againft the works of Art and Nature, you
match not your felf with youx Boy , in becoming
the companion and complice of the diforders where-
of he is in pofleffion.

¢oOUNSEL Y.

If by your fervices you may at {fome time deferve

that the King beftow upon you the Governiment of
fome frontier places if it be of his ancient Dominion,
befides your vigilance in your Guard, govern your
{lf in {uch a way, that your civility towards the In-
habitants may prove to you a {ccond Garrifons and
that their Neighbours by the Image which in your
perfon they may fee, of the goodnefs of your Ma-
fter, may have ground to wifh him for their Prince.
If it be a place of conquelt, learn this from me that
the acquefts of force are only preferved by Juftice,

-nd chat it alone is able to break the yoke of an an-
} e ; cicnt
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~_ pofe to your felf meerly the fervice of the King, the

fecurity of the place , the protection, and not the
pillage of thofe that are under the command of your
Guns , and the integrity of an cxemplary life ,

~which are the effential marks of a good Governour,

A great Train , rich Furniture ,» and a {umptuous
Table, are bur the falfe appearances of it 5 affect
them not, if you want eftate cnough to fupport the

-expences : All thefe things which ferve only for
~oftentation, will be {o Many enermics to your duty
~which.you have lodged in your breaft, Ay

CAQE O NESE L W I

1E any one without a Gommiffion intruft you
with the Undergovernment of a place belonging to
the King , and that he abandon the Kings fervice,
withdraw your {¢lf from him without giving him
any trouble about that' wherein he hath intrufted
you. You are no lefs obliged to obferve the duty of
the Law of Nations , which is to ‘refiore a thing
committed to your keeping, than the duty of the
Law of the State , which is to be faithful to your
Prince : by that means you fatisfie both the one
and the othey,

COUNSEL VIL

What-cver employmént you mmay have, be not
t00 much concerned for your Purfe ; look not after
that which they call Vails and Perquifites, it is {op-
did and fnegking oain, and of little profit.  Abftain
from that pedling traflick, evey though it be allow-
ed you, to the end that your hands and defire may
beacenfiomed o their duty at fmalicof.

T have dove what 1 advife you, when I was an
Officer in a Place; where the Kings Farmers would
have confimied to me a gratuity which they ‘were

vene

AP'ar't'ﬁ’. '

cient {ervitude in favour of a new {ubjection. Pro-
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wont to make to my Predeceflors , even with fome

‘augmencati011 o 1 refufed it , that having been ap-
pointed by the King , 1 might not have the fhame
toengage an Officer of his under any other pay but
his owne

e

C HAP. XXIV,

Three Counfels for ones fortunc. The firf#,

Always to follow she Court and the Arvzy.
The fecond, To follow the inclination of
ones Genins.  The third, To propofé in all
things an honeft end. o

G- OThN S BT

~Ow as to the ways which you mult take in

| fécking that which they callyour Fortune; 1
have no other counfel to give you, but that you
prefent your {clf always to herin the places where
{he may fee you, that is at Court or in the Army,
and that when you are there you let hez difpofe of
you according to her good pleafure.  Let it beyour
carc patiently to expect what fhe fhall beftow on
your cndeavours, otherwife you will meet. with
crofs hits. Experience hath tanght me that fheisa
Miftiels that only defires the affiduity of our pre-
{ence, and will not be forced to any thing but what
{he pleafes s and that they themfelyes, whofe hand
rmake the diftribution of her favours, expect, as (he
doth.the {ame fubmiifion. I have found that it was
-0 vain that Ipropofed to my felf to dic, or tofquecz
from her fome better luck than I have had, my life
having been preferved almoft in defpight of me,
without having received but a very {mall fhare of
hex favours, A ;

I 1
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Tt is true fhe offered me once the Lieutenant Co.

lonels place of the Regiment of Sicyy Lue, at prefent
Perfan, which T fhould have accepted , if at thae
time I had not been threatned with 3 Confumption ;
And four years ago the late Marefchal of Zitry fent
to my houfe to offer me the fame place in the
Queens Regiment : byt my inability to bear the
expences of jt, obliged me to make within my {elf
this wife reflexion > that in the age that T wag in,
my Family had more need of my prefence, than the
King of my fervice,
Notwith&anding whatever my little fortune hath
been, T have all reafon to thank God that he hath gi-
venme the grace honeftly to fubfift by the Revenye
of the Altar in the fervice of the Altar; and to haye
continued in it a confiderable enough time without
any fhame or difgrace that I know of, to have there-
by made up as much as hath reimburfed what [ ad-
vanced of my eftate in the firft years of my fervices,
and that his providence hath permitted for my re-
pofe, that I was difcharged of a place wheye my
confeant attendance would have hindred me from
meeting with your Mother > asnow I have, from
whence I have the blefling of your birth, my Chjl-
dren, and another fupply whieh I muft not publifh,
by means whereof I receive yearly the fame Rents
which I had of the King , when I was one of his
Officers.  So it hath pleafed Divine MErcy to contj-
nue to me my allowance in my retirement, as dy-
ring the time of my fervice, only with the change
of the hand of his Treafurer, |

COUNSEL IL

I have yet another very confiderable advice to give

you, my Children; concerning the Progrefs of the

cour{e of your fortune 5 and that is, that you liften
(V)
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fgo the counfel of your friends ¢ but if it be quite con-

‘trary to your own, and you in age to make the
choice of the ways that you fhould take, follow the

inclination of your genius, if you find that it prefles
you with violence. Our defigns being meafured
according to the extent of our {ouls, whether great
or {mall, you can hardly meet with one of your
own gage which fits you fo exadly, that in the
exccution thereof another mans meafure may not be
cither longer or thorter than your own. And that is
the reafon why every one of us is wife enough in
his own affairs, provided he apply himfclf thereto,
becaufe he condu@s them according to his own
meafures. The divexfity of age, conftitution, quality,
and intereft, are fo many different fhadowings in the
afpect of the exiftence of things , whofe variety
hinders the counfels of others from agrecing well
with ours about the means which are altogether
proportionate tous. - -
Great alions which we fee fucceed, although
that before their execution they appeared to us im-
poffible, can only proceed from an inward impulfe
of fome particular {pirit of conduct, that compels
him that does them, to undertake them in {pight of
his reafon , otherways they would never come to
pais. :
" This is the fole reafon , why Comimon-wealths
are not wont to make fo great proggefles as Monar-
chics, in refpect that all great defigns have in them
Always {fomewhat of danger 5 and that in Gommu-
nities the defire of prefervation is popular and more
univerfal than that of enlarging themfclves: add,
that it is altogether impoflible that {o many diffe-
rent {pirits which have their vote in Council can
make a common and uniform prognoftick of the
(uccels of the matter in deliberation, whether it
(hall profper, or nots whereas when all things ar:i
ks Bl Y 2 ) (A Yo i ¢ < x.u]c
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tuled by the will of 2 fingle perfon, we fee great
defigns fucceed, whether it be that his forefight.
brings near to him, as with Telefcopes, the ficcefs
of the future;, which is imperceptible to many eyes
that look differently on things, or that without any
more confultation he yieldsa blind obedience to the
1mpul(e of his genius, which affures him of the event,
Hence proceed the incredible actions which are a¢-
chieved in Monarchies under the Government of an
excellent Prince, or the direction of fome wife and
difcreet Minifter of State during his minority; witnefs
the example of the prefent reign : or undera Prince,
who in his majority hath had the prudence to affo-
ciate to himfelf in affairs fome wife confident of |
States witnefs the example of the preceding reign,
which probably might have produced fomewhat yet
reater , it the regular motion of the dire¢tion had
not been often retarded by that of the principa}
wheel, which was not always concentrick with ir.

In verity when I call’ to mind that T have feen 2
Gentleman of Poiton, a younger Brother of his Fa-
mily, ¢which was indeed good, but entangled with
aflairs) propofe to himfelf before that he was a5 yet
called to publick Miniftry, to refiore to the King the.
Places which the Proteltants held in the Kingdom ;
and to change the great deligns of the Houfe of A
ffria into a neceflity of kecping what they had, ra-
ther than of getting mores I find my  {clf wholly
convinced (. confidering the d ifficulty of the project)
to believe that if he had not had a particulay {pirit
of wifdom that fhewed him to the eye the poffibi-
lity of all thefe things ; he had never criterprifed ’
them, ' . .

The regaining of Rbé, the taking of Naney, the
laft relief of Cafal, of Leucate , and of, the City. of
Turin, are. aGions too bold, (if i may be'faid) to
have bcm undertaken according to the meatures of ;

an
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an ordiriary conduét, by thofe that did them, with
out fome internal forcknowledge of their {inccefs.
And though the Battel of Rocray, which was follow-
ed with thatof F ribourg, and 1t, with the Battel of
Nordlingnen, be the certain effeéts of 2 prudence that
ads always with the fame vigour: Neverthelefs
thefe ationsare of fuch a pitch, confidering the cir-
ftances of time, place, and of the ageof him that
Contitved , and executed them all with his own
hand, that they appear €O all thofe that look upon
them at diftance, to be the expeditions of a divine-
ly infpited boldnefs. . His Highnefs will pardon me,
T hope, thefe extraordinary impulfes have {ometime
{o fudden and unforefeen a motion, that they break
out like thofe fweet chaces of Mufick, whereof the
art is concealed, and which tranfport him that fings
out of himfelfs and ravifhes him after they are
performed, with the farne admiration as thofe that
" hear him. “ ,
Children, we cannot acknowledge providence in
oreat things, unlefs we own it likewife in {mall, all
things here below being equally {mall in refpect of
God., From the pattcrn of thefe great Souls, of
whom I have been {peaking, W€ have ground to be-
fieve that the leffer, fuch as ours, have their parti-
cular mover for their Jire&ion, as well as thofe that
appear great in regard ofus.

COUNSEL LLE

So that I advife you t0 leave your conduct to the
infpiration of your genius. Affurc your {elves it will
be happy, provided that in whatf{oever you nnder-
take , you propofe to your {clves an honeft end.
When we propofe to our {elves an honeft end, the
sreans of attaining it muft of neceffity be fo like-
Jife 5 otherwife the end will not be lawful, and by

doing
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doing {0 our ations which are direded to that end,

being virtuous, we fhall continue always in the ha-
bit and exercife of virtue, even though our intention
fhould be difappointed of fuccefs. 7

It is above all moft important that the defigns of
great men which are attended with 4 great Train
of confequences, fhould always have an aim to fome
honeft end : if it be otherways, and that there

- Isa breach of publick Peace made within or with- -
out the fiate, the calamities that depend thereon,
make men eye the life of thofe that caufe them ;
if it be thort, it appears like a Whirlwind and Hug-
ricane that overthrows every thing that comes jn
its way, and which is at length fpent by its own
violence. But if it be of long duration,it is confider-
¢d as thofe great inundations which drown a whole
Countrey, the remains of which, if any there be,
appear only like Towers and Tops of Steeples half
drowned, which fubfift in the midft of their fhip-
wrack for no other end but to point out better the
horror of the Deluge. :

A great man is very unhappy, who when he
might have (hone with a lovely and beneficial {plen-
dour, appears only like a Comet, his fame and re-
putation is very unfortunate when it is onely found
in the Annals as an Earthquake, or Deluge, and that
his life hath been only famous by the mifchicf that
he hathdone,  There is no fame good or bad, bue
for great men, the 1eputation of the meaner is lof
In the multitude, and therefore their inclination to-
wards a good end fhould be moxc violent than ours ;.
they fee that thereby alone their name 1s continued,
that many ages after their death they have fiill an
union with the living by the vencration that men
have for them, and that their memoxy growing old
yields a fweetey {mell, as that of the wicked 4 more
ftinking fcen, by reafon of the bad end which they

propofed
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propofed to them{elves : the fall of the laf is like
thunder which tumbles down with a great noife,
and leaves nothing after it remarkable but the ru-

ins that it hath made, and an infection that impoy-
fons the place where it fell.

i APl XX

 Five Connfels concerning the condu of oncs

Family.

"Aving difcourfed to you, my Children, of the

1 honcft end, which all your actions ought to
have, I come now to the conduét of your Houfe,
which is a matter of no {mall importance. If like
Knights Errant we found always our Equipage rea-
dy, and a covered Table, I fhould advife you to
follow, as they do, the courfe of your adventures,

without troubling your felves farther : but fecing
. you have need of the {mall portion that I leave you,
~ to ferve you for ammunition bread, until the King

give you other, itis convenient that you know how
it is to be managed. The Laws allow us not the
difpofal of our Eftates before we be five and twenty
years of age, whether it has been their fcope not'to
abandon to young age, whichis expenfive and in-
confiderate, a Viatick whereof old age ftands more
in need, or that they have had fome other regard,
they feem tome very prudent in having, {ufpended
our powerof acting in bufinefs until that ages int
refpeé that the conduct of a Family whichis pain-
ful , would have made too great a diverfion of our
firlk years , which are more profitably imployed i
the ftudy of the Profeflion that we intend to follow,

than in any other bufinefs whatfoever, For that
effedk
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st our Statutes have ordained that the charadtey
Of Prieft or Judge thould not be conferred on any
before the five and twenticth year of age, to give
more time for one to render himfelf capable of ej-
ther, and that alfo becaufe it would not be at all
reafonable that one thould be the Judge of anothey
man’s confcience, before he knew how to govern his
Owrt 5 nor that we fhould have Jurifdiction upon the
goods that are not ours, and not upon outr own,
You {ee, my Son, that in thefe two Offices one muft
have attained to a certain age before he can make
profeffion of them s in this your employment has the
advantage of them, whercin to obtain command ;
the time, nor the years of fervice are fot reckoned,
only the merit and price of him that i engaged in
it is taken notice of.  There has been one known
to have had the difpofal of all the Commands of an
Army by Law, who by the fame Law being as yet
under age had not the power of his Eftate. The
paft and prefent ages furnith us with rich cxamples
of this, which I wave > that T may return to the
ineafures that I would have you follow in the con-
duct of your Family. . T
L In the firft place, my Children, after that you
have rendered your firft fervices to the Publick, the
intereft of which goes before your own, T would
have you at the age of five and twenty take the in-
fpection of your Eftate, {ecing that the Laws, who
are our wife Counfellors,give you the pofieffion of it
at that age; ‘ :
I leave you no Law-fuit , have not any amongft
your felves, I charge you, nor with your Neighbours
cither, if you can avoid jt. It is my wifh that there
thould be no need of any other law betwixt you
and them, butof the Law of your own confcience,

f there be 'any commenced agamit you, ftrive to
take it up amicably, and fatlicr yield a lictle of your + «

right,

!
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tight, than bring it to a tryal. One arreft begets
another, and that a third : neverthele{s if you muft
come to a tryal, expeét from your Judges what God
thall be pleafed to infpirc into them for your res
pofe. When you folicit them, beg of them only
attention to your caufe : any other defire befide that
of attention, folicits them to their dithonour. Tell
- them the naked truth concerning your Bufinefs,
though it may do you hurt, they will thereupon
~ provemore indulgent to you. What ever {entence
be pronounced, render the fame refpect to your Jud=
~ ges, as if God hirpfelf had given it. They that fit
~ on his tribunal, whatever they do, are ftill the Mi~
_niftexsof his will.

II. ltis my opinion alfo that youendeavour to
get fome general Notions of your right and family
cuftomes, to theend that you may not {o blindly give
your felf over to the diretionof thofe to whom
you commit the care of youraffairs, that you can-
not be able to know if they faithfully acquit them-
{clvesof theixcharge or not @ eye them attentively;
the Mafters eye that makes a fat Horfe, fhould have
a care that his Servant devour not too much, or that
he be not ill ferved by him. When a fervant thinks
him{elf fecure under the blind confidence of his ma-
fter, from being faithful he turns perfidious 5 and
frombeing careful, lazie. In fine it comes oftento

pafs that by this negligence a Mafter finds himfelf
more under the government of hisf{ervant, than the

affairs are, which are committed to his care,
I give you this counfel, my Children, without
believing that it can be applyed to your fortune, foi
itis fo {mall that it requires no other fteward but
your felf. But havinghad the defign under the name
of you, to callto a thare of this Legacy all the youth
of ‘what condition and quality foever, 1 find my {elf
engaged to infext in it a great many things, which
A are
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are rather of publick ufe thanyour private concern.

L. In fpeaking to you, I give advice to all who
may havenced of affiftance in the ordering of their
affairs, never to make ufe of a fordid of mechanick
perfon. A bafefellow, by his {neaking husbanding
of a trifle communicates the contagion of his Soy]
to the thing that he manages : he pollutes like the
Harpyes whatever he touches, ‘and befimears them
with I know not what filth, that may reflect on him
thatemployshim. We may fay of fordid and {neak-
ing faving, that for cvery ounce it {pares it fpends

a hundred weight of rcputation, it is only profitable

to him that ufes it, infomuch that it ferves asa lare
fora greater confidence and truft, Every fordid
wretch is greedy, and none that are greedy can be
faithful. = He looks upon the goods that you put in-
to his hands as his prey, and manages them as for-
didly as if they were already his own. If he feem
faithful in the conduct of the mall ftreams which
fhould fill the Ciftern, it is only that he may draw
morelargely and {ecurcly out of it’s depth, obferve
him narrowly inmatters which he thinks you do not
mind, and yout will quickly difcover that he is a good
husband only for himfclf, ‘

IV. Make no ufe cither of 2 jangling Pettifog-
gery heisa kind of Cross that skirmifhes and. fjes
and whofe feol firength confifts in tricks, who for
want of knowledg to cut a Law-fujt by the root,
contents himfelf to {plitand flice it, from whence
fpring an infinite number of new fprouts; when on
theother hand a knowing manin one breath drives -
a matter to the end, and brings the remedy to the
{ource of theevil. Tn fine the fiare that a pettifogger
lays, is cither focoarfe that it s difcovered, or fo
fine thatitis broken. = So that it s only pitched for
hisown Mafter, who s pethaps alfo the only prev
that he hunts for. ]

v
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V. Wherefore it is very neceffary that you make
frequent reviews of the affairs of your houfe, tothe
end you may {ee how your Servants carry themf{elves.
Bufinefs hath indeed at tirft fomething harfhand rude
in that it abftra&s us from our f{elves to it. Let
us do better, let us attract it to us, and it will
become more familiar.  The firft temporal petition
‘that we make to God, is for our daily bread, if he
beftowit onus, let us quicken our naturallight for
the managing of it. rather than extinguith it by a-
bandoning of it blindly totheconduct of another.
Infiruion in our private affairs, will make us know-
ing in the publick ; Becaufe that the common Law
of the ftate binding us all in {ubjection to one and
the fame Duty, 1 cannot know in what manner &
. fhould honeftly and lawfully difpofe of what 1s mine
own, but that I muft haveat the fame time anotion
of what ought to be donc in the Family of ano-
ther.

C.HA P. XXVL

That one ought to have fore general notions of

publick affairs. Thatthey car only be learn-
ed at Cowrt : and wherefore one [honld

[pend fome part of his Life there.

IT is likewife my Judgment, feeing that cvery one
of us makesbuta part of a greater whole, that
you fhould acquire fome general notions , of the
manner how this great body whereof you area part,
is governed, and of what partsit is compofed. Ma-
ny Souls affembled together, make a Family, many
Familiesa Town and City, many Towns a Province,
and many Provinces a State, which is governed by
the power and authority of a fingle Perfon, from

K2 which
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which is derived a2 common Law, that makesthe
union of all thefe parts together; from whence re-
fifts a mutual correfpondence between the head and
themembers, and the members and the head, for
the common prefervation of the whole:  This total
15 compofed of four different conditions of men ;
of the Nobility and Gentry, the Clergy, the Jud-
ges and the common People. From the concourfe of
the Services of each of thefe conditions, and their
juft harmony among themfelves, peace and the fe-

-curity of the publick depend.

The Clergy entertain the union betwixt God and
the State : the Nobility and Gentry fecure itat home
and abroad by their arms : the Judges keep it in
concord under the authority of the Law, and the
common People contribute to it by their {fubftance,

- So great is the good underftanding of the Prince with

thefe different degrees of his fubje@s, that our
Kings have almoft as often faid, that they were the
firft Burgefle of their chief City, asthey have called
themfelves the fisft Gentlemen of their Kingdom,
their {cat of Juftice and Unétion at their Coronati-
on, teftific alfo that they are thechief Juftices, and
firft Prelates.  So that he being head over all, there
ought to be a mutual refpedt from one condition to
another, of which in every feveral flate the King
is pleafed tobe the firft head.

My child, you bave a place in this great body @' if
you can underftand how it is governed, you will fill
your place better and more to your own fatisfaétion,
though your quality call you toa profeffion for the
which {fome barbarous ageshave believed ignorance
to be the greatelt and moft {uccefsful qualification,
yet there are others more difereet, who are of an
other opinion, - Amongft the moft warlike Pcople
that ever havebeen, the Generals.of the Army com-
ing down from their triumphant - Chairs have been

| ever
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ever now end then feen, affifting in the Council of
ftate, giving counfel to Clients, difcharging the of-
fice of a Judge, great Surveyer, and Treafurer of the
Exchecquer, and from thence to return again to the
command of Armies, which is an evidence that
thefe funétions were not inconfiftent together, We
need not fearch for diftant examples of this, our
progrefles in Flanders proceed only from this, that
our firft Princesof the blood, do as worthily fill
‘the firft places inCouncil as in the command of Ar-
mics, and that to be a good head in counfel, anda
good head in War, is equally the effect of their pro-
teffion. :

Were there no other profit to be reaped from that
ftudy, but the {atisfaction to {ee by how many dif-
ferent pipes the ftream of the chief command isde-
rived even to the loweft parts of the State, and how
the return of obedience remounts to the fountain
head of Authority, yet that alone is a pleafant thing
to be confidered.  That knowledg is more eafily ac-
qmred than men imagine to themfelves : thereading
of the Statutes and Acts of Parliament, aflifted with
fome conference with thofe of the profcﬁﬁon of
whom you may find all forts at Court, will in thort
time furnifh you with that lmowlfdg, whichas a
]ovcly Anatomy of ftate will reprefent to you in or-

der at one view all the different parts whereof ours -

is compofed. It is no {mall fatisfaction to under-
ftand the {ymmetry of a body  whercof we make a
part, though that knowledg fhould even remain idle
in us, without making any Applciation of it.

That ttudy, my Son cannot be followed but at
Court, in refpect t that the Court contains all the

noble parts of this great body, one muft {pend g -

part of his Life there, and endeavour being already
the Kings {ubject, to obtain {ome place or penfion

i his Family. Emp oy the beft of your Seyvices
K 3 ~ and
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and years in that defign.  But if fortune crofs you
in this as fhe hath me, when you begin to grow old
thinkof your retreats for that age isadull and dead
{cafon, which produceth no fruit. :

An old Courtier that is fill in purfuit of for-
tune, deferves as much derifion as an old Lover :
the miftriffes whom at that time either ferve, can
do them no greater favour, thantodeny them what
they beg, whereof perhaps the fun@ions would be a-
bove their ftrength, If any thing be allowed to their
importunity, it fhould be reckoned a gracious gift,
which obligeth but to very little or no fervice at
all.

_Although that the diftribution of carthly goods
feem when we come into the World, already made,
ncverthelefs our portions arenot {o fixed and limi-
ted that they can neither increafe nor diminith, God
being willing for the preferving of f{ome equality a-
moungft men, that the ebbing and flowing of fortune
thould now and then make a new divitionof them.
The Court is the moft confiderable ftage of this vi-
ciffitude, there great-menrife, and fall to give place
to their rifing inferiours, who likewife ruine them-
{clvesin the fame place to make way again for others, -
It is here that the {wifteft motion of this revolution
appears : in the Country it is like the motion about
the axletree, which is {o flow that it is almoft im-
perceptible. - We fhould do wrong to complain of
this vicifhitude 5 {eeing it is an effect of providence,
which makes appear to men that it calls every one of
them by turn to the enjoyment of goods and ho-
nours : and becaufe the order that it obferves, is to
us unknown, we inconfidcrately call the a&ionof
God by the name of Fortune.

TheCourt, asl have {aid, is the chief theatre of
this change, every thing there, inrefpect of the
country is great, and all little in refpet of the

Prince,
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Prince, and of thofe of his blood. = The prefence of
them renders in fome fort all the reft equal, which
.would not be {o elfewhere, though it feem to bea
place of great noife and sconfufion, and that from
thence proceed Thunder and Tempefts, yet it is bet-
terand more fecure being there, than in the places
where they break.  The Court at leaft hath this ex-
cellent property, thatif it advanceand raife not him
who propofes to follow it, it fafhions and breeds
him, in refpeét that virtue is therein it’s exaltation,
and vice in thefall, for fear of appearing inview of
the Prince. “

C H AP. XXVIL

Of the vices to which Courticrs are moft
- fubjects which are Vanity, Scoffing, Dif-

[imulation, Ambition, and Luxury.

He moft ordinary vices of Court, are Vanity,
Scofting, Diffimulation, Ambition and Luxu-

ry. Vanity is properly a weaknefs or impotency of
Soul, that cannot contain withinour {elves the good
opinion that we have of our {clves, whetherit be,
that the contentment which we¢ receive from it, be
too great for the {fimallnefs of the Veffel which thould
hold it, or that havingreceived it, it is{oweak that
it muft break to give vent to our Joy. Ladies and
exploits of valour are the moft common matter of
Court-Vanity. Men that are in love perfuade
themfelves that to keep it {ecret, is in {ome mannex
to fimother the light of a bright fire, and that it is
but a {mall Joy, that hath no larger extent than
the heart of thofe that fecl it. So that it is pretty
‘difficult for the mouth of a young an to conceal a
pleafure wherein it hathhad {ogreata thare. Inthe

K 4 afts
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adks of Valour, thofe that are the Authors, arelike-

wife afraid of not being fufficiently feen, and that -

if. Victory be dum, there will be but {mall difference
between the Victorious and the Vanquithed. And
henceitis that both thefe Vanities do {pring, though
their principles be very different, the firf} proceeding
from the impotency of a Soul that opens it felf and
evaporates in the excefsof it’s pleafure, and the o-
ther from the weakne(s of a mean heart, which mea-
fures things according to the pain that it hath had,
or the vielence that it put upon it {elf in the perfor-
mance of them. ~ Heeftcemns them according to what
they coft him, and not according to their true worth,
and this is the caufc that we find always little Souls
much more given to Vanity, than the great, in re-
gard that whatever good thing they do, appears to

great men who have a larger reach, and are always
above their greateflt performances, contain them.-
{clves within as great a modelty as if they were a-
fhamed that they had not done enough : both thefe
Vanities are no more but the found of a hollow or
weak Veflcl, that deferves sather deyifion than has
tred. ‘

Scofting is another Court Vicey which {prings on-
ly froma good opinion of our own parts and fufh-
ciency beyond others 5 it fecks it’s own and compa-
nies divertifement at the charge of fome body. If
it could be fo modeft to work it’s cffedt {oftly and
gently without grating or wounding decp, I thould
not think it cliogether unprofitable in Society ;
when it is only Ingcnious and Brisk, befide that e
ferves to feafon converfation, ic%s fungis in fome
manncy medicinal 5 that which is tart and biting in
it, makeing fometimes a more ufefu] Impreilion
than a wife Counfel.  1ts freedom difcovers o us
many times an cvil that we are 1ignorant ‘of, which

&

*

them beyond their meafure ; when on the other hand -
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a friend dares pot touch 3 and cures it by making

it known tous.  To give it it’s due, it fhould not

" be thought very injurious but in the mouth of him
that bearsus ill will.

" Diffimulation is another vice of the Courticr,
and neverthelefs a Virtue of State, which hath need
of that veil, as of a fecond night, better to conceal
the fecrets of government : when a Courtier ap-
plies it to his private 2&ions, that require not fuch
conduct as the publick, he makes it a particulax
Vice. Itisafale reflexionof light, or to {ay bet-
ter, except in publick affairs it s only but theape of
politick prudence.  Itisa difguife that puts a man
into {uch a Mafcarade, that the whole courfe of his
1ife is but one continued Lie. A lyar hath {fome in-
tervals of truth, a diffembler hath none, and moft
' commonly he refembles thofe maskers that go about
the fircets at Shrove-tides Who whether they be
known or not, it isno great matter. Neverthelefs
diftruft always every man that walks under a Vifor,
whatever his intention be, n that condition he
gives ground to fufpect, that he is going, or com-
ing from the committing- of fome foul ad.  Asto
your felf, fix alwaysyour €ycs On the fpot to which
you tend , gO neither backward nor crofs-ways, left
that thereby you may take the wrong rode. Amongft
great men them{clves difimulation makesbut an or-
dinary Vertue.  Tiberins Was but an indifferent
Prince, though the moft dangerous of all the Em-
perours 5 And Lewis the cleventh hath neither been
the greatelt nor beft of our Kings, Both which
were great artifts in this ftate-craft.

My children, be not atall afraid to makea win-
dow in your breatt, you may perhaps amend a part
of your Faules by the fhamme that you will have to
fee ‘them expofed to view. When men have once
found rhat 1n all your actions there is nothing but
AN P N Truth
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Truth, Candour , and Ingenuity 5 if you meee
- with any affair where there 1s need of Mid-night fe-
crecy, the opinion of the integrity of your Life patt
willrender you invifible i the managing of jt, :

Asto Ambition, it jsa vice {0 inherent m, and
infeparable from the nature of man, that there is
10 age, {ex nor’ quality that is free fromit : bu fee.
1y that the matter of ¢ is more neble and large ac
Court, than any where elfe, I call it a Court-Vice,
if an appetite in man to fet himfelf forward ought
10 be called a Vice, ¢ is true that if one could 4]
ways follow an hopefi courfe for his Preferment,
Ambition would be rather a Vertue than Vice but
{ecing the defire of growing great is violent and
Precipitant, and that 4] means good or bad are
made ufe of toattajn to that end, for that reafon it
often degencrates into 4 vitious paffion,

ofay the truth, Ambition js the inward worm
of a man of parts, which turns to a Beejpy the foul
of the virtuous, and a Walp in the mindof the
wicked, That patlion hath fome refemblance ¢
Choler which grows aduft by being obftructed, as
the other becomes Malitious and Envious, when ¢
meets with any hinderarice in jt% progre(s. It mug
needs be of a very blind and inconfiderate nature,
thatitcan never find 1 refting place, like birds whofe
€Y€s are put out, which fly always upward, becayfe
they know not the Place where they fhoulg pearch,

It is very firange, that ambition with all it’s jm- :
Perfections preferves il the feeds of all the mogt
lovely adtions of Life. My fon, that is byt 5 ba-
ftard iffue, to give them a more lluftrious and Javy-
tul birth, we muft have no other aim iy doing of
them, but the only refpect to Virtye,

Luxury which chiefly confifts in ¢he magnifi-
cence of Bujldings, the beauty of furniture, the
excefs and delicacy of Food, the riches of Apparel

and .
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and in a great retinue and attendance, may be bet-
cercalled the Pomp thana Vice of Court. All thefe
things are {o many refractions of Grandure, which
appear crooked when they are not fo. The courle

of that profufion of ftate flows {ecretly back and:

fore from the Country to the Gourt, and from the
Court tothe Country, as Rivers that fall in the Sea,
- which return again to their fource to preferve {uceef-
fively themfelves and Sea in their jult greatnefs, by
wayes and channels unknown tous : without that
reflux their fource would quickly be dry or overgor-
ged. :
There is noState but ours that can {fupport that
exceflive charge, others cannot without ruining
themfelves this we fee becaufe that in fome all
~ their pomp is ceremonial, and confifts only in the
right and left hand, or in acertain kind of parade
that lengthens only the tail without enlarging the
wings. In others, they have the prudence not to
{uffer that the Prince fhould always appear in pub-

lick. This Eclipfe of his perfonis but in effect, the

. husbandry of a State which perceives it {elf not able
enough to carry out the {plendour which fhould al-
ways accompany the Majefty and prefence of the
Prince.

As to other States that endeavour to imitate us in
that excefs, we may {ay of them that they are but
our apes , confidering the difproportion of their
firength to ours.  Our Juxury is in fome manncr an
image of the abundance of nature, which though
it may {uffer fome walt in it’s owers or fruit, leaves
us always enough and to {parc. :

I will fay farther, that Profufion ( without offence
to our fumptuary Laws) has in it fomewhat of
greater policy than Sparing, in thatby the liberty
that it gives to great men, who are naturally expen-
five, to rpine themfelves, it leflens their rents,

whereby
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whereby their power by diffipating it {elf bec_omes
lefs fufpect tothe State.  In effedt o1l things rightly
confidered, I think luxury is a private evj] and a
publick good, in refpect that by that means, goods
only change hands, and that there is fome diftriby-
tive Juftice in that fucceffive revolution, which js
one of the principal caufes of the preferving of the
State.

My child, in the five things that I have hinted at,
T have within a little reckoned up the mof eflentia]

Imperfections of the Court, others that are obfer-

ved there, are but tranfient faults 5 thefe are jnhe.
renttoit. Neverthelefs whatfoever vices ape found
there, they are more excufable in that place thap .
nywhere elfe,

In the Country the moft ordinary Vanity, is thae
of pedegree, which is but a reflexion of the light of
our Fore-fathers. Scofling is injurious there, diffi-
mulation treacherous, ambition refts in giving pre-
fents or doles, and luxury barely in the table and
kecping of days, Thefe defects having a¢ Court

3 more noble fubjecs to be applyed to, are there 31

more fupportable,
f there was ever at Court 2 Vertue refin’d, and

‘Wwithoutany mixture of Vice it was that of the Jate

Marquis of Senccy the Father : he was cqually wife,
valiant, learned and good, or tofay berter e was

creuous in the ways of God and of the Coure,
which are two things not fo calie to be reconciled to.
gether,

CHAP
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C H AP XXVIL

Containing fix Cownfels for a Courter.

1. To ferve only the King. 2. Howone
(hounld carry himfelf with his Favorites.

o accommodate ones [lf to times.
4. Tobe Flexible. 5. Notto be too Scri=
pulons about points of Honour- 6. To fol-
Low the AMode.

Leave this illuftrious example that 1 may return
to you, my Son, and inform you that unlefs it
beat Court, we can find nothing accomplifhed 5 nor
any thing of a noblelife 5 and therefore it is my ad-
vice that you take the firft fhape and form of living
in that place : I leave you but a fmall eftate to bear
out the charges of a Court-life, you muft run your
hazard as I have done, fortune will have us pawn
our fclves in herService.  In the mean time you fhall
cither get breeding or diein the Service s or if you
grow old at Court or in the Army, the Court or Axr-
my will maintain you.

If you reap anyadvantage from your Services in
the Army, which with the little eftatc that 1 Jeave
you may make youable to {ubfift by your {elf; let the
King alone be your Mafter 5 engage notyour hdelity
to any befides, left a time may come when your
honour clathing with your duty may call you to fide
with your bencfactor.

Suffer vour felf like the multitude to be hurried
by the torrents of Court, which are the Favourites.
They ase chofen by the King, cither to affit him in
carrying the burden of the fate, oor to be the confi-
dents of his feerets or pleafurcs, ox meerly to fhow

{ome

13¢
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fome work of his creation : on which focverof alf
thefe three accounts it be, they are by himfelf cue
out as the images of his power, which you are ob-
liged to reverence.

They whoare infavour with their Prince, for their
wifdom incounfels and faithfulnefs in affairs are ra-
ther affociates in the care of government, than fa-
vouritess the ufefulnefs of their Services, and the
eafe that the Prince thereby receives, thould make
you honour and efteer: them, if you bea good {ub-
je&. Strive, if you can to make your {elf known
to them, inrefpeét thatthe eye of the Prince which
1s for moft part vagrant and ranging among the muyl-
titude will never attentively fix on you, whatfoever

‘you may be, but by their means : but fecing that

men and bufine{s run commonly in the fame channel,
the crowd is fo great that way, thatit becomes more
€afic to obtain accefs to the Prince,than to his minj-
fters : one muft neverthelefs ufe his endeavours to
appear {ornetime before them, though it be for no
other end but to honour the choice of their Servi-
ces.

But then let your difcretion keep you at due di-
ftance : if you approach toonear them, or fee them
too often, you will burden their fight and be trou-
blefome, and by prefling too much wupon them in-
ftead of advancing forward fet your felf back : nei-
therJook upon them at too great diftance, nor too
feldom, left you may put your felf out of their eye,
and by your indiiference do your felf prejudice,

As to thofe who are the Confidents of the Kings
{ccrets and pleafures { whom T place in the fecond
rank, {eeing that it is neceflary that the care of Go-
vernment take place of his Divertifemnents ) the
grandeur of Kings would be uneafic to them; if it
deprived them of the fiwceteft enjoyment of humane
life, which is Friendfhip.

To
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To make up a perfect Friendthip, there muft be
fome refemblance of age, humour and quality a-
mongft friends. For the {upplying of this laft qua-
lification, which cannot (as the two former ) be
between a Prince and a Subject, Kings have judged
it more convenient that they might havea fhare in
this pleafant fruit of fociety, to raife thofe whom
they have honoured with their friendfhip, to great
places of ftate, rather than to ftoop down to them.
Ineffeét what is called Favour ina Prince toward his
Subjedt, is the fame thingas Friendthipbetween two
equals : there is nothing changed but the name.

- Some fpeculative heads have judged this elevation
of a Subje¢t dangerous, and that thercby there might
happen (ome revolution in theState : there are rea-
{ous and examples pro and con.  Yet the more fo-
ber opinion, and as I think, the more politick, is
that the King fhould make choice of fome perfon,
in whofe bofom he might power part of his
Joy or Difpleafure,, otherways the life of Kings
would become a defart in the midft of the multitude,
Seeing their paflions are great as themfelves, it is fo
much the more neceffary that they fhould lofe part
of their force, by imparting them to fome faithful
perfon, . for fear that they difcover not too much vi-
olence or weaknefs in their eruptions or that by
keeping of them fecret they breed not fome peevith
and melancholy humour , or fome obftruétion of
mind 5 whofe {ymptomes are far more dangerous,
than open wounds. .

Hiftory tells usthat this profound retreat of Soul
ftupified the Judgment of Charles Duke of Burgun~
dy {urnamed the Hardy, a little before his death =
and that the laft years of Lewis the eleventh, by rea-
fon of his fareferved a kind of life; were neithex
his wifeft nor moft happy years.

Joyand heavinefs have this property, thatbeing

imparted
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imparted to a faithful friend, the firftis doubled and
the laft leflened by a half. So then whatever can
being ferenity to the mind of the Prince, hath inft
always much more good thanevil, their private tem-
pefts being wont to become a publick {torm,

Yet I deny not alfo but that upon {fome other con-
faderations it were tobe wifhed that the Prince
might preferve his affections as his rank equal with
all his fubjeés : but fecing that he is a manas we
are, when his inclinations carry him to fome particu-
Iar perfon, we fhould, if wehaveany tendernefs of
heart, from our own experience excufe in him, a
paffion that never appears in force but when it is a=
bufed.

Above all things beware of that impertinent va-
nity of not reverencing the Favourite, itisncither
profitable, fecure, nor honeft 5 you cannot refufe
him honour, nor even your affe¢tion, fecing thathe
is the Conhdent of your Mafter, but that you break
his image in your mind, and are guilty of intcrnal
felony againft him.

The third kind of Favourites, is when a Prince
vaifes any one without allowing him any (hare in
his counfels, pleafures or confidence, he erects him

‘meerly asa Coloflusof greatnefs, that he may leave

to the prefent age and - pofterity a vifible monument
of his power. Kings who are the image of God
upon earth, are pleafed fometimes in imitation of
him, tomake of impure matter fome work of crea-
tion that may bear their Image : butas the worksof
the creature are more impexfeét than thofe of the
creator, {0 they are of no duration, whether it be

by reafon of their inability to fupport their own

weight, or that the artift is afhamed of his own
workmavfhip, and like God, repentshimfclf. that
he hath made man.

When that happens, my child, as I have advifed

VO
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_ When that happens, my Child, as I have advifed |
you to reverence the other Favorits, retain al{o {fome
refpect for the wracks of your Mafters follies 5 if
you love him you are bound to conceal or excufe
them. The choice of a Favorite of any of thefe
three kinds, is more honeft in the middle Region
than in the lower, and lefs dangerous than in the
upper. There is never any falle Idol of Sovercignty

{et up in that middle Region, and the Majelty of

the Prince is not thereby in the leaft vilified.

I advife you moreover to conform your {clf to
the prefent flate of affairs, the direction of which
is not in your power 5 condemn not what you can-
not alter, and if your judgment find any thing in
it amifs, take heed at leaft that your Tongue betray
you not. You will labour in vain, if the move-
ments of your mind be not concentric with the

Wheels of the Times, their rapid motion will car-
1y yours along in {pight of you, and will prove con-
trary to you in their revolution.

Be likewife of a more pliable difpofition than I
have been s it is the beft Gold that beft obeys the
Artifts Hand, and of which the lovelieft piece is
made : the coarfer makes only more refiftance be-
caufc it’s parts are not {o folid as the others : af-
fure your felf then, my Child, that every churlith
{pirit is porous and uncven, and that if any good
come of it, it proceeds rather from the excellence
of the Workman, than of the matter.

It is to my felf that 1 fpcak at prefent, who

~ might have left you in legacy fomething clfe befide
counfels 5 if I had had 4 {pirit a little more flexi-
ble. One may bow like the rufh’without remain-
ing crooked, and rife again fireight in the fame
place as it doth, when the blait of Wind is over.

1 confefs, my Childrcn, that I have often wanted

¢ prudence in that for whichI can maie no other
L excufe
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excufe for my jultification tdwards you,but to pro=
tclt to you, that in getting the fide of my fortune,
I'thought always that 1 followed that which was
moft for mine honour. ,

Here T am obliged to tell you that Honour af-
well as Devotion, has its feruples, and that it is
very hard for one'fo to condu@ himfelf in refining
of cither, that he admit no mixture of fuperltition,
Wherefore it is my opinion that the thread and
texture of your honour fhould be fomewhat coarfe -
when it is too thin and fine; its tendernefs thapes
out too much work for the maintaining of it. ‘

If fuperftition in honour be excufable, it ought
only to be in the ations of War s except in thefe,
it Is our greateft glovy to be mioft condefcending in
fociety, and moft {ociable in converfation. Be ot

- abufed by the vain phantome of I know not what

falle generofity, which is only fuperficial. T have
often obferved, that thofe who make the greateft |
elutter about it, are for moft pare all necefitous,
and wkho hazard nothing but rags and words in the |
profcifion of it. ;

Make it never your bufinefs to introduce 2 new ,
Fathion, the wife are rarcly the authors of them, |
Neither condemn thofe 'that are in ufe; if they
continue, follow them 5 if they alter, change with
them 5 in matters indifferent, and wheredt no bo- E
dy is offended, there is more extravagance and pre-
{fumption, thanjudgment,in being fingular,

It is enough for a wife man (o retire from the

crowdsas to the infide, and to prefeive to himfelf the

liberty of judging within him{elf of matters ac-
cording as they are : but as to the éutfide, he muft
cnter mto the common ufe of  reccived forms.,
Publick fociety is in a manner offended at the ex-
ternal revolt of a-particular perfon, though in a
thing indifferent.  Befides our “mutnal atfiftance,

we
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we owe it our confent and imitation of its cu-
i_’[o'ms, yea even though in them there may be fome

olly.

If the Mode will have you to wear more cloth
in a loofe or lefs in a clofe-bodied Coat 5 and that
your Shoes be longer than your Feet, do fos but
I pray you let them not be too fireight, the flafhes
that you give them, cry againft you murther, and
the Ribbons with which you tie them are not at
all becoming in that place. Ufe not your {elf like
a criminal by putting your {elf to a Rack, from
whence you can reap nothing but vexation, bunches
and the Gout.  Let your Periwig or Hairbe long
and well powdeted and your Shoulders too, if the
Fafhion will have it {o, I am not againft it, only X
beg of you that you employ not fo much time for
the ornament of the outfide of your Head; that
you referve not to your {elf fill fome hours for the
ordering of the infide.

C H AP XXIX.

Of Divertifements that conﬁ_ﬂ in Pld}l, and
in Comverfarion. Of the Play of Chefs,
Dice and Cards, and of Play in General.

5~ Think, my Children, that I have now handled
the principal A&ions of Mans Life except that

of Divertifements, whereof the moft common are
Play and Converfation. Plays which are not fe-
 dentary, 2s Tennis, Hand-Ball, Pel-Mel, and the
like, are rather Exercifes than Plays; which Men
love or {light according to their Age, their Fitnefs
and Difpolition, or according as they are addicted
{ to them. All the hurt that excefs in thefe cando,
is to tire the Body without ‘much troubling the
E 2 Mind .
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Mind or Purfe. The Sedentary fuch was the Chefs,
Dice, and Cards, are more dangerous.

Thouoh Chefs have in it fomewhat ingenious,
yet f&mglt abftraéts us too much from our felves,

and that the Victory is but vain to the Gainer and

makes the Lofer fretful, and that it is {o dreaming
a Paftime, that it {cems to be the fleep of two men
that are awake ; fince you have the World and Soci-
ety to makc a proof of your {uthciency i, I advife
you,not to reduce it to {o narrow a Precmé’c That is
an attracting Play becaufe that the plcafure of every

- aétion confilts in the end, and that this is {uddain,

depending on our own conduct alone, and is often
reiterated 5 all which conditions de harc!ly meet
In any other aétion whatfoever.,

The Play at Dice is net a vaertxfemént it s
rathes an attempt made upon anothers Purfe, whigh
the Law tolerates becaufe it cannot hmder. Be-
fore you fuffer your felf to be infeéted with this
abomination ; Lock, I pray vou, into the Places
and Ordinaries of this unlucky Commerce, and
there confider the trouble and agitation of th {e

that haunt them , the difturbance of the Wmners, _

the defpair of Loierq the Curfes, and Blalphémies
that there are uttcud and I affuxe my felf that all
thefe terrible Images will fill you with horror a-
gainft it. Thoabn the Hits of that Play are all mo-

mentany, and cntertained wich the diverfe reprifes

of hope and fear, the Mind {uffers a continual tor-
ture under the Wheel of thefe two Patlions 5 befide
that of Fortune.

Cards and Tables are fomewhat more moderate :
for as the Progre{s of their aétion is flower, fo the
motion that they caufe in the Mind, is more regu-
lar. In thefe Games Fortune décides one part of
the fuccefs, and leaves the other to our conduct.

So that ‘it is the moft ordinary Divertifement of
thofe
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- thofe that want bufincefs, or defire fome relaxation
- from affairs, which in it {¢lf would be honeft and
lawful, if there were no cheating in the cafe: but
fecing that Game is a kind of Excheqqen from
whence Luxury draws part of its ftock, and that
all men would {pend morcthan they are able, hence
it is that there is but liztle honefty in a Lommerce
from which every one hoves to r2ap (..1vh..tage.

~ Playisa. kind of concract, which hath its forms
only in ue and cuftom : Fortune is the Judg, but
the manag: ment and conduct 1s all our own, which
ought to be fo much-the more fincere, that we are
obliged to obey its rules by an unwritten Law.
He that did vielate it, was heretoforc held as in-
famous, whom one might upbraid as a man-taken
in ‘open Robbery : now adays it is no fhamie to be
a Cheat in Play, fo' great is the proftitution of
Publick Faith that it is now no more the Trade of
a beggarly Knave, there are Perfons of Quality that
openly and fecurcly practife it, becaufe it is not
~cafie to bring them to reafon.

So that,my Son, I fhould be glad that you would
renounce this Divertifement, which is altogether
oppolite to Charity, in that it grieves cither your
felf, or Adverfary who lofes.  If you cannot abftain
from it, be at lealt, 1 pray you, more patient than
I have bccn and as faithful to your Gamc [ter.

CHAP XXX
OfC.m-vz:’rﬁfiozz.

Ouverfation is the moft common and honeft
Divertifement of Life.  Solitary retreat would
be fomewhat too ghaftly, and the Croud tog tu-
mu tuary, if there were vot {ome mean betwixt

Lo both

%)
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both made up of the choice of fome particular per-
{ons, with whom men communicate themfelves, to
avoid the tedioufnefs of folitude, or the burden of
the multitude. That choice is made according
to the diverfity of tempers, every one fitting his
Buckle to his Belt, and in this variety all propefe
the {fame end which is the divertifement of the
Mind. |

- As every Week hath its working days and day
of Reft, fo after the painful hours that are fpent
at home and abroad, every day hath need of its
hours of repofe, which are the hours of converfati-
on. Wherefore we thould have a care not to miiftake
in the choice of thofe with whom we contra&® fa-
miliarity, in refpet that the laft feafoning of our
manncrs whether good or bad depends thereon. -
‘There is no feciety in the Croud, the counte-
nances of men whom we meet there, make no more
impretfion on us than the Faces that we fee in a
Dream : the found of their Voices is net much
more articulated than the noife of falling waters,
The mind in that tumult finds no {upport : If it be
likewife alone, inftead of pleafing, it ftuns it {felf
n its own carcer ¢ there is nothing then but the
prefence of one or more friends that comforts it.
It is indeed moft certain that the difclofing of
our hearts to fome particular friend cures it of
part of its anxiety : but feeing the converfation
with more fricnds requires a greater enlargement
of our mind, we divide our felves more amongft
them, and by ¢onfequent difcharge more fully our
troubles. ' :
" God did me the favour when I was at Court,
twenty fix years ago, that 1 was received into a
converfation, which was chiefly entertained by two
brothers of the fame name, merit, and illuftrious
Life, There was every cvening in their houfe a
A RO B e 2 certain
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' certain confort of friends, where all things paft with

{uch harmony, and {o much {wectnef(s and difcre-

tion, that I never had any trouble m mind which
* vanifhed not in that company.

- They being perfons of wifdom, fidelity, learning
and of a molt eminent virtue, cvery one {trove to
contribute his beft, in that honeft fociety. Now
{fuch a kind of converfation, befide that it quiets
and ftills our paffions, it enlightens likewife the
mind : for it will be certainly in vain to fll the
magazin of the mind by meditation, if we vent it
not by fpeech. And therefore we commonly fee
good reafons lofe their force and grace for want
of a clear expreffion, which depends only on the
turning about, and {etting in order the notions of
the mind before they be exprefltd 5 converfation
embodies them by fpeech, and we fee them better
then, than when they are ftill fhapelefs in our ima-

gination 5 and therefore it is that men for moft

part pronounce aloud what they recad or writes
words admitting of a more diftint judgment than
thoughts.

'In converfation, methinks, that men alfo con-
tra@t fome union with thofe to whom they com-
municate themfelves, and that we fecl the fame
effe@ that appears in natural adtions, which not
only fortific themfelves by their conjunction, but
better refift contrary impreflions. Mankind i1s a
body compofed of fimilary and difhmilary parts, -
which is divided into as many portions as there are
men.  The Similary Parts by their approach cn-
deavour to reynite themfelves; And the Diflimi-
lary, to maintain their feparation by flight: for
from whence can proceed the love, or averfion that
we find at firk meeting, if the intimation of that
cafug] impulfe were pot inherent in the mafs of
blood, and the {pirits where it is occafioned,

L4 It
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It isvery confiderable that there paffes nothing in
the intellectual nature, whereof the material gives
us not fome indication. For example the eyeis
better fatisfied to joyn the eye, the hand the hand,
and the mouth the mouth, than any other part of
thebody. After the fame manner we find amongft
Spiritsand Humours fome fimilary parts which have
fogreat affection for one another, that by the fole
difference of their forting together, what diverfity
focver there may be in the mafs, we may make a
certain judgement of a manaccording to the conver-
fation wherein lie delights. The ferious covet the
company of the ferious, fools of the brainfick, the
gentle tempers the quict of. a corner : but difcreeter
perfons defireaninnocent and pleafing fociety which
torms the mind and divertsit. Thereis none but
the company of feveralfriends whomake all profe{-
fion of honour and integrity , that can  have all
thefe conditions. Kecp to this laft, my fon, -and

: prefer It to all_ the reft.

G HAP, XXXT,

Of the Conditions nmeceffary for a Churchr
vian.

Have formerly declared my intention that one

_ of my Sons thould be a Church-man, provided
he were endued with the conditions and qualihica-
tions neceffary for that charge. My f{econd Son, I
think, will be the fitteft for it for I find him ofa
temper more decbonnaire and tra@able than the reft,
And as the {aarifice of a Son is more acceptable o
God, than that of a Lamb, T will not make my Ob-
lation a S.eriledge, by prefenting to him the im-
] ' | perfectely
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perfedelt of my Children. © Though they be vet
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too young to difcern which of them will be the fit-

teft,yet 1 defign him who {eems to be fo at prefent,
whether it be the mildnefs of his infancy that ob-
liges me to it, or that I have already a refpect
to that holy Charaéter wherewith T defire he may
be honoured. -

* My eldeft and youngeft Sons, are of too brisk and
hot a temper, for a Profeffion that requires meek-
nefs 5 the conftitution of their brother appears
more moderate, and to have fome fign alfo of great-
er judgment 5 fo that I think in dedicating him to
the Service of God, T offer him the foundeft fruit
of my Family. It is greater injury to God to pre-
{ent unto him the refufe of the Houfe, than to offer
him a Sheep that hath a blemith s in refpeét that
the Sacrificer ought to be more pure than the Sa-
crifice.  That isjuft as to make the Shew-Bread of
the Siftings of the Flower; and to pollute the
Sanétuary of the Lord with the impurity of our
Blood.

The Platonick Laws require of thofe that afpire
to the Pricft-hood, that they fhould be lawfully be-
gotten, found in Body and Manners, of an inge-
muous and honeft extra&ion, virtuous perfons 5 and
that afterward the hand of Ged fhould make the
choice by giving them their preferment by Lot.
The Canons of the Church agree in all thefe qua-
lifications, except the Eleétion by Lot, which they
have judged too blind and cafual for {o worthy an
Employment : and forafmuch as the imperfections
of the Soul are more hidden than the defcéts of Bo-
dy, which are obvious to the Eye, they have becn
prudently circumfpect in their inquiry and exami-
pation, and in not permitting that any (hould be
honoured with that Dignity before a certain age,
and witheut cyident proofs of Learning and Inte-

grity



The Fathers Legacy '5 Qry . ParkIF.

grity of Manners; and have therefore appointed
Oxders to be conferred fucceffively one after ano-
ther, to the end that during that progrefs it mighe
be known if the perfon to be admitted were not
guilty of fomewhat that might render him incapa-
ble of that holy Character which feparates him
from the Laics and confecrates him to the portion
of God whichis the Clergy, from whence there js
1o return, |

Hardorsin, my Son, when you have attained to
the years of difcretion, enter into your felf, and de-
liberate maturely with your Manners and Patlions,
which will then be in their vigour, if they can fufs
fer you to lead the Life of a good Church-man. It
is better that you fhould be a bad Lay-man, than a
vitious Prieft. The reverence toward God and the
{candal of your Neighbour will therecin be lefs ;
Confider likewife, if you be {ufficiently inftructed
in the matters of your Profeflion, the Lord preferve
you from that fhame and confufion, that any one
fhould be in doubt when you approach to the Foot
of the Altar whether you be the Sacrifice or Sacri-
ficer,

You muft likewife, my Son, be a lover of Books
or renounce your Profeflion.  Study is one of the
chicf exercifes of a Church-man s for befide that
it ferves to inftru@ himfelf and others, it {erves al-
{o to divert him from idlenefs; his Prayers are fhort,
and the day long, if he employ not his time in Stu.
dy, what will he be clfe, but an empty ground, that
is expofed, Vitiorum primo occrpanti, ta the firft pof-
" {effour of his Vices ?

Employ your Studics in endeavouring like the
ancient Fathers to become more knowing in pofi-
tive Divipity than in Scholaftick, the one makes
the Mafter, the other but the Scholar. The poli-
tive 1s humble, dutiful, and full of the Holy Ghott,
‘ the
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the Scholaftick is fubjeck to be headftrong s arro-

gant, and fo full of contention, that very often it
puts out Charity.

A certain pexfon hath faid more judicioudly, I
think, than malitioufly, that it hath been hatched

by the idlenefs of fome Monkifh fpirits, who were
" indeed (ubtil, but having had more fire than light,
would have reduced Theology to an Att, by {ubje-
Ging it to the forms of Logick, as Ariftotle hath
done all his Works. From thence is derived that
~ Deluge of Arguments, Queftions, Objeétions and
Diftin&ions (great indeed in bulk, but fmall in fub-
ftance) whereof the moft part are of no confc-
quence, and where there is neither Bottom nor
Bank. ;

The Pofitive confifts fimply in the Word of God,
in the Expofition of it according to the Fathers,
and in the underftanding of the Myfteries of Reli-
gion according to Faith. The Scholaftick mingles
with it fo many vain Subtilties, and fo much Em-
broydery of lefs value than the Stuff, that hardly
can the ancient Texture of it be known. =~ My Son,
the bufine(s is to labour for our Salvation in the
reading of holy Books. So long as'you bufie your
(If to reafon of God, and his Attributes, have a
care that you miftake not the way that you mutt
follow to gnide you to him.

Tn primitive times he that defired to be a Dif+
ciple of Chrift, was obliged to refign all his Goods
and to lay them at the Apoftles Feet. It was need-
ful at that time that the primitive Zeal fhould make

up a common ftock for the ufe of the Faithful and

Poor: but now adays when there remains little
more but the Smoak of that ancient Heat, and that

the Manners of Men are changed, the. honour of

Priefi-hood rcquires that he that undertakes 1t
thould have a fufficient {ubliftance,

If
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-1t God ‘beftow upon you, my Son, fomewhat
more than is neceflary to maintain you decently in
the rank that you may have in the Church, diftri-
bute it among(t the Poor. They that live in the
place where your Benefices (if any you have) lie,
have the firft priviledg : your Relations and thofe
of your Blood, if they be neceflitous, the fecond :

and afterward ‘the reft of the Poor according to

your. ability. . Govern your felf neverthelefs with
{o much wifdom in that Economy, that you fend
not {fo much nourifhment to the Branches, as may
exhauft the Sap of the Stock. X

My Child; if you would entirely dedicate youir
{elf to the Service of God, I have an advice to give
you, which is more Apoftolick than Religious
Vows 5 render your felf capable of the charge of a
good Parfon or Curate. For that end you muft
rénounce all {ort of impurity of Fle(h and of Spirit,
be fubmitted to your Superiors, and be no more
yourown man, but give your {elf wholly to all the
Souls committed to your charge, which is the loweft
abnegation that you can make of your {elf, and the
molt illuftrious purity to which you can attain,

When T hear men {peak of the Life of {fome Pa-

rith Parfons herctofore deceafed and of fome ftil] 2-

live, I think that in their aGions I {ce living Em-
blem of the greateft Purity that hath ever been in
Chriftendom.” They Pray, they Pradife, they Ca-
techize, Confefs, Preach, they diftribute ~their
Goods amongft the Poor, they comfort the Aflj-
Cted, they vifit the Sick, far and near, night and
day, at what hour foever they be called, a foot 3 -
and give them the Sacrament ; they affift them at
their Death, and what danger foever there may be,
accompany them to the Grave,and pecform to them
the Office of Funeral. They are all to all in par-
ticular as well as in general, The holy Apofiles

and

{
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and Jefus Chrift himf{elf did no more, except the
working of Miracles, which was rather an effect of
their being vifited by the Holy Ghoft, than of their
Charatter. 3

As we are touched with reverence at the happy
meeting of fuch holy Perfons, we fhould likewife be
with horror, when we fee any that neglect the
Souls of the Fairhful committed to them, and aban-
don thefe Apoftolick Funétions which are their du-
ty, for any other employment whatfoever, unlefs it

be the fervice of the King and State 5 {uch perfons -

will hardly prove more faithful to man than God,
their firft breaking warrants them in the {econd.
God preferve you, my Son, if you be called to that
holy charge, from doing, any thing that may be con-
;rary to the purity of fo facred and holy a Profef-
1010, | -

CHAP XXXIL

Five general Direltions for Virtue, whereof
the laft is Submil[ion to the Providence of
God, which neakes the conclufion of the
Second Part. : ’

: Y deareft Children, if it behove me to make
M 2 review of all the particulars which may
conduce to the fathioning your Body and Mind, I
thould never make an end. Ihave only therefore
touched thofe things which T thought moft necef-
{ary for you, and whercin you ought to take great-
elt care to improve your felves. There is no in-
duftry which languifhes not by neglect, nor firength
chat becomes not weaknefs when nummed or ftu-
pified.  Virtue will not haye its Action put off till
o
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to morrow : that dclay is nothing but a modeft

complement that an irrefolute foul makes to it felf,
Wwhich hach neither the power to grant nor refufe
what reafon requires, » i)

- Your active and working temper is a rude and
unpolithed diligence, that ftands in need only ofa
wife diretion s this is the effect of Virtue alone, the
feries of which that is made up of all occafions and
all kinds of matter, cxpoles to view the lovely pro-
{pect of the Lives of the Iluftrious. Virtue is not
the work of an hour, 4 year, of one or more actions,
It requires our whole life, it is always beginning
and it’s progre(s fhould be fo continued that it al=
low not the liberty of judging thercof till after
death. It is true that the purchale of it is pains
ful; but fecing that difficulty makes matter for
it, the greater that is, the more noble will be its
actions.

The hardeft Marble fruftrates not the hand of
the Statuary, but by the difhculty of thaping of it
nto form his diligence is doubled., Virtue s
only inaceeflible to thofe that look upon it at
diftance; fuch as have a hearr to approach it,
find it’s avenues eafie cnough : it confifts only in
four or five gencral points, ,

. The firft 15 never to be idle.  The fore_ part of
man bends all forwards: the hands, feet, and face,
to teach us that the Mind fhould conform to the
Fabrick of the Body, and be progreflive ag ¢ s
Let us not fuffer thofe two parts of our Body to
loyter in lazitefs and floch ¢ we figd that we weary
fooner franding fill than walking, and that the bef
{pirits are like the firongeft arms, which are fag
{ooner put out of joynt by beating the Air thar
firiking on a- tefiftable Matter.

So that A&ion being more’ cothmodions o us
than Refy, let s apply our felves o fomething;

The
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The Head without the Hands and Feet is a Mon-
fter, to thew us that we muft determine our felves
to action, and that whatfoever delicatenefs there
may be in our words and thoughts, if we employ
our felves in nothing elfe;we appear like the winged
heads of thofe little Cherubims, which are {fo much
the more imperfed, in that they are neititer Angels
nor Men ;s as an Ape is deformed, becaufe it is of an
ambiguous nature betwixt a Beaft and a Man.

‘The {ccond Method of preparing and plaining
the ways of Virtue, is to be watchful, and to con-
fider if in whatfoever we do or fay we propofe an
honeft end, and take honeft ways to attain it. If
we be affiduous in that obfervation, and i that {tu-
dy of our felves, we fhall without doubt infenfibly
mount to the top of Virtue, without being much
incommoded or hindred by the ficepnefs of it’s
afcent 5 for though the affairs of the World, have
many times crooks and knots which feem to fub-
je& them to fome indire¢t circumftances which may
divert us from the right road that we mult keep
in managing of them : Neverthelefs if our will con-
tinue firm and immoveable towards a good end,
and that the biaffes that we take to arrive at it be
likewife honeft 5 we may affure our {elves that the
imperfeéion of the matter will be redreffed by the
integrity of the Workman. 1t is impoffible to car-
ry on all things by a fireight line : bufinefs like
ways have their turnings and windings, which of
neceflity we are pbliged to follow, otherwife we
thould make in both but a bad progrefs.

The molt important fecret of life is to have pru-
dence and skill honeftly and lawfully to accomtno=
date Virtue to times, men and affairs 3 for by that
means we not only {weeten what is moft hatth and
auftere in it, but likewife give it the beft and moft
commodious ufe that it can haves ,

; My
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- My Third Advice is, that when you Have meoft
carcfully obferved your felf, you likewifely atten-

-tively confider the actions of others. All the acti-

ons of Man are good or bad; for the greateft part
of thofe that we call indifferent, are not fo, they
are rather the marks of, or predifpofitions which
tend to good or evil.  If you exaétly confider both,
the good will furnifh you with an example of imi-
tation, and the bad with a better example to make

 you abhor and deteft them. Affure your felf, my

Son,that the faults that are committed in your pre-
fence, have in them a more certain correétive, than
what proceeds from your own efcapes.

The Features of anothers Face which appears di-
redtly to our eyes, make a more lively impreffion
in us, than our own, which are not feen of us but
by reflexion, other Mens vices are confidered naked-
ly as they are in themfelves. Qur perturbation
(for there is no Vice without perturbation) con-

- founds the appearanges of our own, and hinders us

from fecing of them in their uglieft fhape: from
whence it comes to pafs that when there is a calm
in our minds again, we retain no more of them
but an imperfect Tmage, the kindnefs that we have
for our felves, which xeacheth not .to others, blot-
ting out of our memory a past of their deformi-
ty. :
My fourth Counfel is, that every night before
you go to reft, you make a fhort recolleétion of all
that you have fecn, done, and faid during the day s
this tryal not only inflames the foul with the love
of good, and the hatred of evil, but ferves alfo as a
memorandum for the conduét of the day follow-
ng.

It is not juft that we fhould give the whole
pight to the repofe of the Body, and the digeftion
of the Victuals, wherewith it hath been loaded in

| the
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the day time, and refufe half an hour only or lefs to
the Soul, for the concotion of good altions, and
the evacuation of it’s impurities.

By this recolleétion Virtue ferments and fivells
ind Vice diffolves 5 it is of fo excellerit an ufe, that
fome of the very Ancients, though they were not
illuminated by the Light of the Faith, have made it
one of the chief Articles of their Morahty Let us
not {iffer, my Son, that they fhould have been more
careful than we in an exercife {o neceffary for the
falvation, and conduct of the Soul of a Believer.

I will conclude this fecond Part, and my Coun-
fels concerning Virtite, by the laft of the four which
the Divine and unimitable Thomas 4 Kempis direéts
for obtaining peace in the Mind. His three firft
Counfels, to wit, to affe& rather to do the will of
another than ones own, to covet always the low-
eft place, and to defite rather too little than too
much, are of'a higher perfe¢tion than I with you to
have,

Thefe three which are Virtues in a retired
Life, are imperfections in the order of Society,
which requires that every one keep the rank of his

Parts and Quality. As to the Fourth, which is to
fubmit our felves in all things to the Wil of God,
this laft does really crown all the Virtue of Man's
it will be in vain for you to be diligent in well-do-
ing, to obferve your felf in your actions; to draw
inftruction from the Actions of others, and to make
-an examination of your Confcience 5 if your mind
{ubmit not to the events of lite which are not in
your power, and your will be not entirely con-
tormed to the Will of God, the reft will ftand you
in no itead. The lofs of Friends, Goods, Health,
Crofles in our Detigns, and a thoufand ocher trou-
blefome accidents, come all upon vs by an eternal
detree : and in refpect that our eye and underftand=
W . g
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ing are too weak to trace frep for ftep the connemon
that all thefe things have with the Provrdence of’
God, we cftecem them cafual.

Let us not abufe our felves; my Chlldren there
is nothing in the world cafual, Providence orders’
the {malleft afwel as greatelt t_hings »a grain of duft,
a Gnat have their dependance on God afwel as
Men and Angels, every one in their feveral order,
there is no event how {mall {o ever but hath it’s
caufe, and that caufe it’s dependence on anolher
caufe till we come to the firft.

So, my Child, ifall thmgs come to pafs by ap-
pointment, he that gives it, intends nothing there-
by orelfe all things happen for the beft, if not in
refpect of you. yet in reference to the Univerfe, the
intereft of which takes place of yours: yon cannot
then be afflicted with any crofs accident, but that
your mind is in open rebellion againit him who is
the caufe of it. To avoid that, I charge you, my
deareft Children, Sons and Daughtms, to {ubmit

~ your {elves to the obedience of God, and to defire

that in all things his Will be done rather than | your:
own.

There is no fofter lenitive to fwecten the bittcr-
nefs of the crofs accidents of life, which depend not:
on us, than conftantly to believe that they are the
effects of the providence of God which come upon
us by his order. * By {o doing the neceflity that lics
upon us of bearing of them, will be catily changed
into a complacency to his Will : by accommodating
our {elves to his pleafure, there will nothing from
thence forward happen to us in {pight of us, and
we do not only a thing that is pleafing to him, but
become in fome manner: participadt of his eternal
Counfel, to which it {feems we {ubfcribe by our con-
fent, when it goes along with his.

In effect it is a moft grofs mittake to imagine that

; all
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power, it is God, and not that, who leads us,
Whither ? to himfelf. - Which way ? inquire not,
_your guide is not obliged to give you an account
“of the way he takes, let it content you that the Al-
mighty is your guide. Thisis very ftrange in the
vaft extent of the Ocean, where there is neither
Path nor Road, man commits himf{elf blindly to the
faith of a Pilot, who hath no other direction where~
by to make his courfe round the World, but his
Compafs and a Star 5 and in the Revolution of
Life he can hardly confide in the providence of him,
who is not only the Creator of that Star, but the
mover of the Univerfe, in the conduct whereof it is
impofhble that he can be miftaken, becaufe that be-
g the Founder thereof; all it’s ways are known to
him.

Dafh out of your mind then, T pray you, iny Sou,
that vain name of Fortune, which is an empty ap-
parition , that hath its being only in the foolith
imagination of man: pronounce not {fo much as
the name of it left that by forming the word you
grave not a fal{e Idol of a thing that is not, and by
attributing to it any kind of power, you rob not
the Divinity. Confider whither your error leads
you, when you cannot comprehend the order of the

Wortld, nor the connexion of it’s caufes 5 under the

name of Fortune, you transfer your own blindnefs
to their Mover. Although you cannot follow
within diftance the contiguity of events,whereof the
effect of theone is the caufe of the other, yet for
all that they have an eternal and immutable princi-
ple, from whence that order is derived.  Content
your feIf to be “meafured by it , without calling in
queftion the rule of the Meafurer. Univerfal and
 particular. things are linked together, without any
the leaft confulion. The laft Wave that beats the
| M 2 Shore,

all the adventures of our life are guided by a bliﬁd ‘
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Shore, receives the fame common impulfe with the
reft of the Ocean,  According to that general dif-

- pofition , it ought to be no fmall contentment to
man, to {ce that the fame order that makes the en- 4
tire revolution of the Univerfe, is at the fame time
the caufe of his. ,

~ Add this then, my Children, to the Articles of
your Faith, [ That God does all for the beft. ] It is as
true as the reft, more futable to your reafon, and
of larger ufe 5 in' o much that if you be once per-
fwaded of this truth, it will be to you an internal

Haven , where you may ride fecure from all the
Tempefts of Life.

The
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FAITHFUL COUNSELS
OF A

GOOD FATHER

TOHIS
CHILDREN ad ERIENDS.

~ The Third Part;
Which treats of the Duty of Man
towards Man.

CuHi A Bo el

Of the Force and Necelfity of Society.

Od having had the goodncfs, my Children,
to make Man after his own Image, and to

multiply his kind, we cannot; I think, pre-

ferve that refemblance that refemblance

that is betwixt him and us, if man behave not him-
felf toward Man, like a God s that is to fay, unlefs
he be good and bencficent to him. - In the Firft
Part of thefe my Counfels, T have handled the Du-
ty of Man towards God : Inthe Second, his Duty
' : M 3 towards

155




1 56

,VT/fvc Fathers .I.egzz'zj 5 o1, \PSI";EEIH,
towards Himfelf which depends on the moderation
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of his Paflions. This Third Part, which confifs in 4

the refpecive Duty of Man toward Man, is nothing

clfe but a lawful application of thefe two firft.Du.
ties towards his Neighbour : for it is moft certain

thag cvery man that fears God, and conforns his -
 prove a good Husband, good

Will to Reafon, wil

Father, good Son, good Brother, good Mafter, good

Servant, good Neighbor,good Citizen,good Subject,
and good Prince, which are the chief links of hu-
mane Society. ,

It hath been faid by one, with very little judg-
ment, that to fead a retixed Life, one muft be more

than man or lefs than man, becaufe I have never

heard of a Heroe that became o in {olitude, there
1s ‘more probability to think that the avoiding of
company procceds only from the lubbardlinefs of a
rude and ruftick foul, buried in matter, which want-
ing force to puth it {elf out into the world, enly re-
tires to hide its own infirmity.  And if the Anci-
ent zeal have exhibited to us {ome virtuous Ancho-
rites, they are {o few in number, and the imitation
hath been {o difficult thet, that pe:fc@ion hath not
been able to defcend to us. If there remain any

1mage of it at this day, it is in the retréat of the
Cartlmfian Monks. 1t is true that cvery one of

themhas his Cell apart, yet to compenfate in fome
fort the aufterity of their Rule, their inftitution ap-
points that of twenty four hours, whereof day and
night is compofed, they fhould employ ten in the
Church by intervals, and thereby entertaina mutual

fociety in.the exercifeand dutics of their worthip.
Man is of {o {ociable a nature, that for want of
company, if he be in the night time alone in a De-
fart wichout light, the prefence of a Dog, a Hor{e,
a Bird, or of an Infant in the Swadling Cloaths, is
able to Icflen his fear, and it may be it was for thag
« ‘ ' reafon
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reafon that the Beafts and other living Creatures

were created before him.  The flight of a rout, the -

‘purfuit of a Victory, panick terrours, the flocking
of eleven thoufand Virgins, and fourty thoufand
men to martyrdom, are {o many different effects

that proccede only from the force that-a blind ~

impreflion of fociety makes in the mind, which is
{ometime fo uniform in its action, that a whole
multitude feems to be governed by one fingle {pirit.

W hen 1o or three of you fhall be gatbered together in
my name, 1 will be in the midjt of you, (faid onr Lord )
10 oblige man to fome {ociety. He promifes not
the {ame grace toman alone 5 for though a man by
himfclf may love God with all his firength, yet his
charity is imperfet, in that it is defective in the
ofticious part of it’s duty, which is the love of our
Neighbor 5 wherein is comprehended the mutual
duty of man towards man, which is the laft thing
that 1 have propofed-to my felf to trcat of in this
Will and Teftament.

CHAP. IL

of the fir[t Socicty, which is that of Husband
and Wife, and of their re(pective Dnizes.

Shall then begin this laft part by the firfy Society

-7 the World which was made by the hand of
God himfelf, and: that is the conjunction of Man
and Wife, whereof all the circumitances arc very
confiderable. :

Before that the Woman was made, God faw ({aith

the Scripture) that it was not good, for Man to be

slone ;s for when he is alone he 1s many times the
oreatelt enemy that he hath, and of whom he
thould be gioft aware. Afterward he faid, that he

M 4 would
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would give him an help meet for him: betwixe
two things that are mect forone another, the conye.
nience ought to be equal and reciprocal, which gives
us an evidence that the Woman (hould neither be the
Miftrefs nor the Servant of the Man, otherwife they
could not be meet for one another. :
- Before that he gave her to him he caft him a-
flcep, to teach us perhaps that we have 1o need of

2
o,
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our eyes on'that occafion, and that they are ofteq:

cnough very bad Counfellors'in the choice 6f a cop-
venient good, and that it is alfo altogether neceflary
that the mind fhould be fetled and in repofe before
we takea Wife 5 for if in the matter of Marriage
covetoufnefs poffe(s and trouble the Mind, or we be
pre-chgaged in any other love, we can very hardly
tuake good choice, -

The Woman was neither taken out of the Back
Lor the Fore-part of Man, but out of his Side, as be-
ing appointed for his' Comipanion and equal. The
Scripture obferves not out of what fide (he was
talien, to the end that fhe might take the right, that
is to fay, the conduét of the Family, if the be more
capable of it than the Husband.

Laftly, The Woman is made of the fame Skin,
Bone, Fleth, and Blood, as the Man is, to the end
that both may know that there cannot be a more
ftrict union in nature than is betwixt them. The
kiowledy of their duty thould be fo perfect, that if
muft appear like a Cement, which joyns Obedicnce
{0 well ' with Comimand, that it can hard] 7 be di-
ftinguithed' who commands and who obeys.

With the good leave of the Doltors, the divifion
which ‘they have made of a Family into two parts,
to wit, the Man, and the Goods, and Poffeffion,
fems to me Very imperfeft, if we add not a third,
£ wit, the Wife § {eeing that man cannot propagatc
Rolterity but only by her means, nor transfer hig
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Eftate unlefs to the uncertain pillage of others,
if fhe give him not a lawful Poffeffor. So that the

denomination of the Family thould have been taken
from the Wifes in refpe that the principal parts

that conftitute it, cannot be governed with good
order and economy, if fhe take not upon her the
direction.

Wherefore, my deareft Children, T give you my
advice, that ycu take the greatelt care imaginable in
the choice of a Wife, as being the moit important
action of all your Life. If you be cheated in the
goodnefs of a Horfe, in the price of a Houfe, orany
thing clfe, you are not wedded to them, you may
turn them off when you are weary of them : but in
choofing of a Wife, you engage in a contract, which
can only be anpulled by death.

Would ye choofe her well ? confider rather - the
purity than Antiquity of her Blood s and the Vis-
tues and good mamners rather than the Honours
and Diguities of her Race. The imperfections of
Body and Mind are hereditary evils whofe contagi-
on (as we often fee) skips from the Grand-father,
and Great Grand-father, to the Grand-children 5 1f
it fleep in fome generation, it is rather a Ceflation
and Truce than Peace,which will not be of long con-
tinuance.

Marry not too young, the firft man was in a ftate
of perfection before the Woman was given him.
You fee that men never take the feed of a green
Apple nor the grain of Corn that 1s in the Bud or
Flower for Planting or Sowing. A Body that is
but loofe and half fattened, whereof the fisit ebulli-
tions 6f Blood are but as yet Froth and Scum, can
produce fothing capable of perfectian, The Laws
which deny you the difpofal of your Eftate before
a certain Age of majority, feem tacitly to fafpend
gou Marriage wntil that Ages otherwile you would

I59.
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marry before the feafon. It is unfeemly to have a-
Houfewife before you have the power of a Houfe
to commit to her management. Sceing that the
Rody and Soul enter both in the compofition of
Man, the maturity of the Body is not fuflicient for
that effect, you muft likewife expeé the ripenefs
of the Soul, which is not {uppofed to be, until you
be of Age. Tbeg pardon of our Lawgivers, they
have left us a juft {ufpicion of their incontinence, by
by giving us permiffion to marry fooner.

- As Iadvife vou not to marry, until you be fome-
what advanced in years, {o if you would find an
help meet for you, court not oue either that is too
youngs let the verdure of her tender years grow up
to maturity under the care of a wife Mother, and

-the virtuous modefty of her virginity, before you

prefent your {elf to gather the fruit. You will
know better when the feafon is come, if it be cor-
rupt or not, than if it were as yet but green,
What affiftance can you expedt to find in an age
that is not ripe enough to underfrand what is its
duty ? She muft learn that under the modeft name
of Maiden : For if the hath once got the name of

Wife, it will be then too late 5 for that is a name

of Authority, but the other of Maid, a name of feap
and {ubmif¥ion.

In vain fhould the firft Woman have been given
to Man by the hand of God when both were in
mott perfect age s if it had not been fitteft for
their comfortable living together. The man was
made before the woman, to teach us that the huf-
band fhould be oldeft, but it was only a very fhort
time, to give us likewife to underftand, that there
thould not be betwixt them too great a difference

ofage.. When the one is much older than the o=

ther, fuch a match is rather a common hinderance
to both, than a convenient and mutual help's fince
' neitheg
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Veither the Law of the Land, mnor the virtue and

{olemnity of the Matrimonial Promife have force
cnough to folder together two oppofite things, fuch

as are the two extremities of Life 5 betwixt which |

nature {eems to have made a double divorce, as well
in the diffimilitude of the properties of the Body,
as of the paflions of the Soul.

The Latins called Marriage (Conjugium) a term
very proper which fignifies the coupling together
of the Husband and Wite, undcr the fame Yoke,
This Conjunétion is made for three ends ; Firftthat
they may fpend their Life more pleafantly in that
Society : Secondly, For the propagation of the
kind : And laftly, That Children being diftinguith-

ed one from another by Marriage, the care of their -

education fhould be divided amongft the Fathers
and Mothers, that they mighe thereby oblige them
_to help and fuccour their Parents when they be-
* come old or infirm.’

Thefe three ends cannot be well accomplifhed,
if the Husband and Wife be not well matched un-
der the fame Yoke. For that purpofe they ought
to be very near of the fame age, the fame manncrs,
and of the fame mind : otherwife it is impotiible
that one fhould ever be-meet for the other. Two
Horfes very young are too wanton to be yoked fo-
gether, if the one be too young, he draws away the
other 5 if he be too old he retards him : if they be
both old, it is a common hinderance ; if the one
be tratable and the other froward, they make no

way 5 and if they be both froward they go back- -

“ward, When the f{ame difficultics happen in
marriage , the contentment of living comtortably
together, and the mutual {uccour which is drawn
from the afle@ion of Parents towards their Chil-
dren,'and of Children towards their Parents, which
is the chicf end of that fociety, is quite lolt,

IL
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It is certainly very difficult to have the fame

Houfe, the fame Fire, the fame Table, the fame
Bed, the fame Interefts, the fame Children, and to

Mind agd Will. All thefe circumftances do from
time to time furnith new matter of love or hatred,
according as Marriages are fortunate or unlucky.
And therefore we find no affection that grafps fo
clofe as the love of a good Wife and good Huf-
band, becaufe living aJways together they render
one another upon all occafions a thoufand little of-
fices, which are {0 many common ties that make
new knots in the Soul, whereof the one nevey
flackens but the other is untied.

If likewife the Husband and Wife agree not well
together, befide that it is a punithment to them as
long as they live, their mifunderftanding in the par-
ticulars of their actions inftils on either fide a com-
mon averfion into the blood and fpirits, whereof
the venom is propagated to the Pofterity | it being
impoifible that two natures betwixt whom there js
fo little {ympathy can”ever produce a good gene-
ration : and perhaps from hence proceeds the little
love of Parents to Children, of Children to Pa-
rcnts, and of Brothers and Sifters amongft them-
{elves, which upon the contrary reafon feldom hap-
pens to Children that are begotten in a happy Mat-
riage.

My deareft Children, Sons and Daughters,
though ye be not as yet of age to know what is to
be done, and what vot, yet your Mother and I are
already fo well fatisfied with the refpe@ and obe-
dicnce that ye yield to us, and with a certain ten-
dernefs of brotherly love which you have for one
another, above what can be expeéted from your un-
derftanding, that we have ground to believe that
your good nature is an effect of that perfe@t corre-

{pondence

- live happily together, and not to have the {ame
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{pondence that is betwixt your Mother and me,
communicated to the blood and fpirits -from
whence you have your original. Y may very well
perceive what bleffingwe enjoy in our marriage, and
what ye may expect, if God beftow the fame fa-
vour on you, as he hath done upon us. For the
obtaining of that, there is fo much circum{pection
to be ufed, that it is impoffible for the prudence of
‘man_ to forefee all the neceffary cautions. The
Wife Man informs us that the induftry and care of
man may procure him other bleflings, but that a
wife Woman is the gift of God.  The furcft way
to find her is to flcep as Adam did; 1 mean that
having your eyes fhut and your other paffions at
reft, you fhould expeét her from the hand of God,
and that you fhould beg of him only without pro-
_pofing to your felves any other defign, that he
would give you a helper futable and meet for you.
In this manner was your Mothers marriage and mine
made up, wherein we have both this blefing, that

the is fatisfied with me, and I fo much with her

that (hould I fay that there is nothing more to be
defired but the only content which I find in her, I
think I fhould {peak modeftly enough : our union
by the mercy of God is {o perfect,that

e pende
Da un fato folos Puna é I altra vita
Colpo, que ad un fol noccia unque non feenda
Ma, indivifo é il dolor & ogni ferita.

On the fame fate do both our lives depend.

The ills that angry fortune does impart,
If piercing one, fill wound the other heart.

CHAP.
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CHAPIIE "

Of the Duty of Parents towards theiy (/Jz[df
dren, and of Children towwrds theiy Fa-
rents. %
:

e

I Have juft now fhewn you, my Children, that’

.

the firft fociety that was ever made in the®
World, is that of Husband and Wife. The {econd
which fprings from it is that of Parents and Chil- 1
dren 5 in conformity to that order the firft placc in,
our affections, is due to the firft, 4nd the next to§
the fecond.  When the firft i pexfect, it unites two .«
Bodies and two Souls into one, from whence pro~ o
ceeds an union betwixt Man and Wife as dear and.,
intimate to them, as the love of our felves i to ¢+
very one of us. The Bond of the other Society © -
which is between Parents and Children, is fome-:
what more flack, being but at firlt a bare inclina= "
tion for the continuing the progrefs of nature,
whofe Laboratory would quickly be idle, if for the
prefcrvation of the feveral kinds that fll t, fhe had |
not {tampt on every living creature a defire to bring
up, and have a care of what they bring forth into
the World. | ‘
There is no doubt but that this firlt appetite is
common to us with all other living creatuses, and
that it appears even often more tender in {fome of
them than in Man. But {ceing the care of their
young extends no fasther than the Body, and that
{o {oon as they, are in condition to provide for
themfelves,and have left the Neft and Kennel: that
tie of nature leaves no more eny mark of it felf]
it appears that there ought to be g great difference
betwixt
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betwixt the parental affe¢tion of Man and that of
the Beaft 5 for befides that of all living Creatures
. Man comes into the Wotld moft deftitute of necef-

faries; and longeft without ability to provide for
himfelf, he is likewife compofed of two parts, the

Soul and the Body, which both ftand equally in

‘need of Food and Education. The care of both

concerns the Parents, wherein it is impoflible for

“ them to make a compleat progrefs, and their Chil-

dren to feel it, but that there muft be formed. be-

- twixt them, by reafon of knowledg, an affection

“wholly fpiritual, and altogether ditferent from that

- rude and blind inclination which appears in other

~ living Creatures towards their Parents.

. If ourcare did terminate fimply in' the Body, as

. theirs doths our Children being bred like Beafts,

- fhould not tranfgrefs the order of nature, if they

~ were no more refpectful nor thankful o us than

" Beafts aie to thofe that have given them Life, 1Al

* Duty berween us would ceafe, fo as the Body ftood

“ino more in need of afliftance s and it would even

ibe to be feared, that the Child who had received
110 other impreffion of pleafure but what was fea-
fual, might not have juft caufe to complain of his
Parents, if they afforded him not the means to {a-
tistic it. . We fee in the Life of Countrey Clowns

* an inftance evident enough of the neglect of pater-
nal duty in refpeé of the Soul, in that we find not
amongft them but a very obfeure {entiment of
friendthip betwixt the Father and the Son, the Son
and the Father, and the Brother and Brother, which
{ubfifts only becaufe their fellowfhip in labour re~
quires it. - The caufe of that hardnefs of heart
proceeds from nothing elfe but their Education,
the care of which aimed only at the body, and
that by the ordinary commerce that they have
with Beafts, they contra& a middle way of living

betwixt
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betwixt that of Beafts and of a fociable civil
Man. ] : -

It is then unqueftionable, that the care of the
Body is but the rough draught of paternal affe@i-
on, and that that of the Soul gives it the laff
ftroaks,  And therefore our firft duty towards you,
my Children, confifts in thefe two points, and from -
which alfo thould {pring your gratitude towards
your Mother and me. "
~ As we both concur in begetting of you , and
that ye are made up of two parts, the Body and
the Soul, it {eems likewife to be the will of prudent
nature that you fhould have two births, and that
for our common comfort the care of thefe {hould
be divided betwixt us: The firft hath been the ,
birth of your Body, whercof your Mother alome
hath had the charge, by bearing of you nine
moneths in her Womb, and  afterward bringing
you forth into the World. The giving of you
Suck, the Cradle; Blankets, Clouts, the trouble of
carrying of you conftantly in her Arms, all this lefs
fer toyl concerns her fiill, until that your {econd
birth difcover it felf in the actions of the Soul =
then it is that I muft alio take my turn angd labour
by fuffering in breeding of vou, all the inconveni-
ences of your fecond birth, before that ye become
perfect Men.

There is fome fecret Myflery in it, that the ope-
rations of the Soul are younger than thofe of the
Body, and that they appear lait. God hath o of-
dered it, that by the {ervice of the Body that gocs
firft, and which is grofs and cxternaly we might
be taught what ought to be our duty towards the
Soul ; which .is more internal, and harder to be
difcovered. So foon as the body is born, we pre-
pare clean Clouts forit, lay it on the back with the
eycs upward, ftretch out its anmns and legs in their

' moft
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moft natural pofture, and fwadle it in a faft and
cafic {wathing Band, to keep all its Members ina
convenicnt fituation for fear of diffocation.  The
Game method muft be obferved, as fooa as the Soul
hath given the firft indication of its birth, and pro-
vifion muft be made of wife and innocent counfels
for its poftures : we muft lay it {o as that it may
look upwards, by raifing its knowledg towards

Heaven, to which it thould afpires reétifie the appe-
tites and affeGions of it, which are its memberss
keep them in their place and duty by aw cafie, yet
clofe reftraint, to the end that their operation may
not be {ubjected to the tyranny of a fcrupulous and
fuperftitious conduct 5 nor be loofened and {lacken-
ed by the tumultuary impulle of the will The
Arms and Legs of the Infant are for fome time kept
wrapt up in Swathing Bands, and are not fet at li-
berty, till both have given fome token of ftrengths
to inftruét us, as I think, that the ufe and liberty
of our will is never to be allowed us, before that
the Soul hath given fome manifeft fign of its fufli-
ciency to govern it {elf. : ,

- Negligence in the firlt Swadling of the Body and
Soul gives the beginning to all the defects and im-=
perfections  of both, Ufe and cuftom compleats
them., Wherefore the Soul being naturally more
ready to reccive a goed or bad impreflion than the
Body, we fhould keep watch to obferve its firfk

‘blowing, and to begin to train it ina conftant ha- .

bit of good, from the very inftant that it hath given

the firft fign of Life:
Child, it is altogethet impoffible that you could
‘have articulated your words according to the accent
and ufe of your Country, without applying of fome
attention. It isnot done by chance, your ear by
" fome occult virtue mult of neceffity have made the
“diltin@ion of founds; and yogfl\?yc obferved the mo-
il tion
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tion of the lips of thofe that are about you, and that
afterward another hidden faculty have made the
compofition of them, though you have not percei-
72

The firf} twilight of the mind difcovers it felf in
this action, and this extexnal articulation of words
produceth a manifeft - though confufed image, of
the firlt internal reafoning that is in us. Tt 1s
therefore my opinion that as {foon as male Children
begin to have the ufe of their Tongue, Women
ihould be removed from them, and difcreet Men
put in their place,who befides the care of their tri-
fling concerns, thould likewife take the infpection
of their primary deportments, and behave them-
{elves with circumfpection in their prefence
{peak of perfons of quality) for indeed manners
become good or bad, according to their firft pat-
terns. \

If we fee (as it often happens) fome viees natu-
ralized in Families, and become a part of the inhe-
ritance 5 that flows only from the contagion of the
Parents or Servants; who are of {o loofe and depra-
ved a Life, that they have not the power to forbear
but a little their diffolute courfes in the prefence of
their Childsen or Mafters.

Since then an Infants {peech is the dawning of
his Soul, I think the care of his condu¢t fhould be-
gin with it, confidering the dominion of cuftom
whercof nothing can give us a more {peaking re-
prefentation than {pecch it {clf.  The Eye {ees no-
thing when it is framed , neither does the Ear
hear but confufedly and without making any appa-
rent diftin¢tion of the kinds of founds, and confe-
quently the operation of the Mind muft as yet be
but confufed and undiftin¢t : Neverthelefs we find
that by the often hearing of words {poken, thefe
threc faculties of hearing, {ceing, and reafoning, do

(though
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- (though imperfeétly) concur, to frame by the fre=

quent hearing and imitation of the voice, the fame
underftanding, found, and accent of the impreffion
which they have rcceived, and from thence proeceds
the difference of idioms.

Think it not then ftrange, my Friends, if I have
always an eye over yousand it I begin {o {foon to ob-
ferve you : In obferving of you, and thofe that are
about you, 1 my felf ftand upon my guard, that no-
thing that is contagious inay pafs in your prefence.
It is as eafie to {peak well as ill, and to do good, as
bad : Gooed and bad manners are formed i us by
example; as language by a good or bad accent,
without any other frudy but ufe and cuftom.

There are fome other duties fiill of a good Fa-
ther, befides that of your inftitution, which I ought
not to hope to be able to render to you, con=
fidering the difference of our ages, unlefs nature
will be pleafed to fufpend the execution of her laws

 in favour of me.

One is to ufe familiarity with our Children, and
make them intimate with us : It is more becoming,
in my opinion, to reafon, than to trifle and play
the fool with them : And fince we make our felves
fharers of their paftimes and entertainment, fo
{oon as they begin to walk and {peak, which is but
a mere action of the fenfitive Souls when the rea-
{onable aéts in them, and they become Men, it is
unjuft and out of time to deny them the continu-
ance of a familiarity whercof they have already in
their infancy got the poffeffions Confider what
befals us by a fevere and rigid countenance toward

them : we have gained their affe¢tion by an infi- -

nite number of eares, which we have heretofore had
of them, and we lofe the effe of them by an idle
policy of diftance and refpects
Children, if God give you grace one day to be
: A N 2 ' Parents,
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Parents, make your Children your firft Friends,
when they be of age to be {o 5 their friendthip is a
grathng of natural Slips into a natural Stock, which
produceth better and more pleafant Fruit, than any
other firange and baftard graffing, which retains
always f{omewhat of the roughnefs of its wild
frock. | :

When they are become men, and perhaps wifer
than your felves, change the quality of Father into
that of clder Brother. ~This laft is common to us
all 5 the other is but an alliance contradted by
Blood, ‘and by confequence you cannort follow the
order of naturc 5 if when your Children are grown
up to the perfeét ftate of Men, you treat them not
rather as their elder Brother, than as their Father.
Acquaint them with your houfhold affzirs fo foor
as they are capable to underftand them. You and
they both will thereby reap this advantage 3 that
in the firft place by letting them underftand what
¥ your revenue, and what your charges, they will
undcceive themfelves of the opinion that they might
have, that you may allow them a larger Portion
than you do and {epreferve their affe@tion.  Se-
condly, by calling them into that {ociety they will
cafe you of part of your care, ‘And in the third
place they will learn the management of an eftate
whereof they arc one day to be proprietors, and
will by that means know what portion ofit every one
of them is to expect s which will make them more
fatishied wich their fhares, and more cordial in their
love to one another, when you fhall leave to them
the entire poffeffion.

To conclude, It is very dangerous for Fathers to
be too great husbands of their Purfe toward their
Children, left that too much {paring may debafe
them, when they have not means to fet themfelves |
forward if they.can, From being Citizens of the

, Werld, |

|
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World, they are thereby confined as Prifoners to
the Chimney-corner or Precin¢ts of the Houfe : and
it happens often that for want of fomewhat to be
husbands of, being incapable of all zconomy, they
grow prodigal in their abundance, becaufe that
they never learned in their neceflity the art of
{pending to purpofe. Tn fine he that never allows
his Children any fhare in his Eftate but when he
dies, docs no more oblige them, than he that
Teaves us his Spoil; becaufe he cannot carry it with
him. :

Now as to the Duty of Children toward their
Parents, prudent nature hath thought fit that when
we come into the World the fame ligament that
fultains us, and which as a Conduit-Pipe conveys
to us our nourifhment for the fpace of nine moncths,
' {hould fill remain faftened to our Womb-bed, and
not break of it felf as all the other Membranes
wherein we are wrapt s to be'to us a vifible mark,
that the ligaments which fuftain the Soul, and
which give it Life by wife inftruction, and a thou-
(and teftimonics of love and good will which chil-
dren receive from their Parents, fhould be ftronger
and lefs apt to break than that. |

. The burden of the big Belly, the Pains in Child-
bearing, the {ervitude of giving Suck 5 of taking up
and putting to Bed, of kecping clean, inftructing,
and on all occafions furnithing all that is needful
for the fubfiftence of Body and Soul, are fo many
various chains of Parents toward their Children,
from whence fpring an equal number of links of
the fame metal and workmanthip which tie Chil-
dren to their Parents. :

Wherefore one would think that the command
of honouring Facher and Mother were {uperfluous,
confidering the obligation that lics on Men to do it;
, bt God fecing that there were Souls {o ungrate as to

g N 3 fail
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failin that duty, and even in the duty of love to-
wards himf{elf, which is more according to the laws
of nature, he hath thought fit that both Command-
ments fhould be written in the Tables of the Law,
fince they could not be graven on their Conf{ciences,
to the end that thofe who obey them not, fhould
be abominable to God and Men, as being convicted
by their inhdelity in thefe two, of trcafon againft
both. V

My Children, I am already fo far advanced in
Age, and ye as yet {o young, that in all probability
your Mother will remain charged with the care of
your inftitution, as fhe hath been already with all
the troubles of your Infancy. She is {0 good and
difcreet, that T make no doubt but that you will
find m her alone the affe¢tion both of a Father and
Mother. If that come to pafs, as her good offices
will be doubled towards you, fo as ye defire the
blefling of God upon you, unite all the force and
faculties of your Souls, to render to her alone the
honour and refpect which ye owe us both in com-
mon, :

If 1 fay nothing here in particular concerning, the
conduct of my Daughters, I would not have them

. believe that Thave paft them by in my Teftament,

That direction belongs to their Mother, who knows
better than I how they ought to demean them-
felves. She fears God, loves her Husband, is care-
ful of the Houfe, {fo humble and modeft, and fo
wife and difcreet that many times I ftand in need
of her counfel.  Daughters, make ufe of that good
example that ye have from her, and of her good
counfcls, and I affure myfelf that if ye do fo, they
will be found better and more faithful to you, than
thofe which now I give to your Brothers.

CHAP.
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CHAP IV.

of the Duty of Brothers a;;zong[i thewe-
Jelves.

NExt to conjugal affection, and the love of
Parents toward their Children, and Children
toward their Parents, the third and firiCteft tie of
Nature, is the love of Brethren to onc another 5
they are like the Branches of the fame Tree, which
being nourithed by the fame Sap, though they be
different in Body fhould bear Fruit of the fame
tafte, otherwife they give ground to fufpect that
there hath been diverfity of Grafts. The Harmo-
ny that appears betwixt the two hands which are
Sifters, and amongft all the Fingers for the com-
mon ufe of the Hand, is a leffon of mutual love and
afliftance , which God gives to Children of the
fame Family, if they intend to follow his order,

There are commonly three things which caufe
the mif-underftanding that is feen amongft Bro-
thers. The firft and chief is an original fault of
conformation and nature, which proceeds (as hath
* been already {aid) from corruption in the mafs of

173 . ‘1

theirParents blood it being altogether impoffible,that

a produéion which {prings from the mixture of
two difagreeing feeds, can contain in it any thing
that is fociable, nor that any thing capable of har-
mony, can be produced by the diffonance of a Mar-
riage full of difcord and contrarietics. So that
enmity amongft Brethren is not only ignomini-
ous to themfclves; but makes an injurious re-
bound to the difhonour of their Parents, and in

{o doing breaks the {ccond Table of the Law, by
~ N 4 the
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the which théy are commanded to honour them.
The partiality of Parents affeCtion toward theix
Children, is the fecond caufe of mifunderflanding
amongft Brethren, built (asI think) upon a very
weak foundation : for if there were no violence in
mens inclinations , which is not eafie to be avoided,
yet it often happens that one of your Children is
more refpedtful and obedient to you than auother,

- and that that difference of their refpet and love to-

wards you, begets another in you for them; and
in that cafe, they who think themfelves wronged,
have no reafon to complain, in refpe& that they
have been bad Stewards of the mutual good will,
which ought to be betwcen them and their Pa-
rents, :

There is another very confiderable reafon, why a
Father fhould not treat his Children equally with
the fame affe¢tion, and that is, when a Father per-
ceives a hopeful nature in a Child, which of it {elf
acquires fome pre-eminence above the reft, he is
obliged to cultivate it with more care, and the Bro-
thers ought to confent to this birth-right of good
will, which in end has often no other detign but the
general good of all the Family. We fee the fame or-
der in nature; Amongft the Branches that grow
like Sifters from the top of the Trunk, the ftrong-
eft draws always moft nourithment to it {elf, and
the ftock affords it more Sap than the reft: IfIin
imitation of that example, my Children, be more
liberal of my care and affeétion, to him that fhall
beft deferve it, I conjure you not to take itill. I
fhould be very glad to fee you firive in emulation to
gain this firlt place in my efteem, I promife it upon
the word of a good Father to the moft virtuous ;
your endeavour to obtain it is as much in your
power, it confifts only in abftaining from evil and
doing of good, which is a thing not at all above

Ll s . yous
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your ftrength. Might I fee inyou a defire {o uni-
form to profecute this goodly defign, that my in-
clinations did reft fo equally {ufpcnded amongft you
all, that meither ye nor I might ever be able to
judg, to which t:de the balance ought to caft.

The third and moft ordinary caufe of little love
amongft brethren, procecds from the diftribution of
their portions : the wifer Parents leave the difpofition
of them to the cuftom of the Country : which being
according to Law, howf{oever it be, is always bet-
ter and lefs fubjeét to the jealoufic of our Children
among themfelves, than our OWi. Our Eftates be-
long to our Families, and our F amilies to the State,
whofe publick ordinances wWe cannot tranfgre(s in
favour of our Children, but that our memory be-
comes odious to others, and amongft them we fow
contention. When the Law (as in certain cafes it
does) allows us the liberty of our will, it is rather a
civil permiffion that it hath given us, to keep our
Children in more frict fubjection to their duty,
than an abfolute power to deprive them of the right
of their birth, to which they are called by common
Juftice.

To maintain a perfect union amongft you, my
Children,in this mannex fhould it be my opinion
to difpofc of my Eftate, if 1 had fufficiency to give
every one of you a competent {hare. Inthe firft place
fecing that there are fome times, and ages morc €x-
penfive than otherss it (hould be my defignto aflifk
gvery one of you according to your prefent need,and
in that diftribution which I (hould make of my
goods in my life time, €0 obferve rather a Geome-
trical than Arithmetical Proportion. That dif-
pofition which would evidence to. you an equal
2 fic@ion , though there might be perhaps fome
incquality in the expence, fhould, 1 think, fati{-
fic you, feeing that therein 1 fhould have no ho.,

: they
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ther refpet, but the common advancement of you
all.

As to the divifion of my goods after my death,
be content I pray you, my Friends, that I transfer
it to the Law of the Countrey where they are; I
have but the ufe of them, the propriety belongs to
1t, and I can alter nothing in what it appoints,
without offending the judgment of an infinite num-
ber of wife perfons who have all agreed concerning
the extent of its power 3 I muft give them my con-
fent upon my Death-Bed ; otherwife 1 thall give
ground to fufpet that I am ficker in Mind than in
Body,

It is true that our cuftom is a little too indulgent,
in remitting to our own difpofition all the Chattels
and Purchafes , and a third part of the ancient In-
heritance 5 they are fo many feeds of envy amongt
the Brothers, which a dying Father that thinks
he leaves fome ftem in his F amily more able than
the reft to maintain it, confiders not {uthciently ;
for it comes to pafs often that inftead of continuing
it, he difperfes it by giving fuch advantages, the
affection of the younger to the elder abating as
their part of the inheritance, Whercfore it is my
opinion, that Fathers fhould only accept of that li-
berty which the Law gives them, as an aét of cj-
vility done to them, whereof they thould make no
ufe. The Law which only affigns the firft part of
the real Eftate and Inheritance to the Eldeft, though
it extend our power farther, feems to regulate our
duty merely on that fide, and to hint to us that as
to the overplus we owe him but the {ame preroga-

_tive and advantage in our Chattels and Purchafes,
if we would follow the intention of it.

As to thofe cuftoms which give almoft all to the
Eldett, it is reafonable alfo to comply with their au-
thority being already patt prefeription,and to fuffer it

a8
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25 an old woundwhich is healed by time and long

ufe, the pain of which is paft. But when the Fa-
ther himf{elf grants this favour, it isa kind of dif-
inheriting a part of his Children, which like a new
wound makes a folution of continuity in that ftrick
union that ought to be in fraternal friendfhip 5 it be-
ing impoffible but that the weakned parts fhould bear
a grudge and envy againit thofe which are the caufe
of their weaknefs, and that being even deftitute of
power to maintain themfelves, they fhould be like-
wile of mutual affetion to one another.

The only way to provide againft this inconveni-
ence, is (as 1 have faid) t6 leave when we die the
difpofition of our Eftate to the Laws and received
Cuftoms : not to abufe our felves with this vain
folly of thinking to make our name immortal, when
we our {elves die , by an ufelefs attempt to pre-
{erve our Eftate whole. The duty of brotherly love
‘s firlt in order, and more natural than the defire
of preferving our Inheritance, and by confequence
our chief care fhould be bent to keep it 1n its

lace,

The Stock of Families, fruitful in the number of
Children, is like a Tree {urcharged with Fruits a
part of them fall of themfelves, another is beat
down by Winds, and a third comes to maturity, fo
that its fruitfulne(s does neither exhauft noxr dry
it

According to this example we may confidently
and {ccurely, remit to the conduct and providence
of the Laws, the ordering of our Eftates, and the
duration of our pofterity 5 let us affure our felves
that the undoing of both will be occafioned rather
by the mifunderftanding of brothers among them-
{clves, than the plurality of their Portions. When
there are many to be made, their fhares will indeed
be lefs, but in recompence of that their counfels and

foxces
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forces will be redoubled by the cotfjunétion of ma-
ny hands and many heads together.

This union is far more helptul than that of the
fabulous men-with three Bodies and an hundred
Hands,who being incorporated in one Trunk could
not feparately {erve one another in {everal perfons,
when brethren who are united together by a my-
tual affection, though their perfons be divided, may
continue infeparable in all the fun&ions of mu;r ual
aid and common defence 5 and being divided in
Place, in body and a@ion, maintain the fame con-
junéture of mind in all things, provided they fol-
low the inclination of nature, and that there has
been no miftake in their original conformation.
Naturally the fame {pirit, the fame blood, the fame
principle, and the fame education {hould produce
the fame inclinations and wills,

Children, the correfpondence which appears in
the fraternity of the fingers of the hand, is a pat-
temn to you of the duty of yours ; a fingle motion
opens them altogether, and another fhuts thems to
teach you that all your wills ought to have but one
common impulfe; and as in laborious actions
where the effort of all the hand is neceflary, the lit-
tle finger contributes as much as the thumb ; f
thould this ferve you for example, that whatfoever
inequality there may be amongft you, yet your
whole firength confifts only in your union ; and f-
nally though the three greateft fingers be only em-
ployed in all manufactures, yet the other two are
not debarred from a fociety in the wages, that you
may thereby underftand, that the moft a&ive and
intelligent amongft you fhould fupply the neceflitics
and defects of the weaker.

We have at prefent in our F amily the experience
of this fuccour : but feeing the modefty of him
from whom we receive it, forbids me to publifth it,

‘ A let
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let us befeech him, my Children, to permit us to
cender him from our Souls moft hearty thanks, and
to confider him as a fccict Buttrefs which {erves
to fupport our Houle, without being feen.

Under brotherly Love T comprchend the duty of
all the kindred, until that degree wherein the Law
permits them to contrad new confanguinity by the
Bond of Marriage, all that is betwixt that Branch
and the Stock being but the fame blood, is obliged
to the fame duty of reciprocal affcction, according,
to the rank of its proximity. When this alliance
advances farther, it 1s confounded in the publick
Mafs, whence it is that the private duty of a Fami-
ly terminates at laft na civil obligation.

—

CHAP V.
Of the Duty of Zlasters and Servants.

He reciprocal duty that is between the Mafter
and the Servant, is the fourth in oxder in civil
fociety. - Though it be the moft common opinion
that the name of Mafter have its rife only from an
ufurpation made upon the publick and common.li-
berty, yet I am of a contrary Judgment. The Bo-
dy Politick, as the Humanc, is compofed of parts
that command, and parts which obey : fuch in ei-
ther, as are found to have moft reafon and authori~
ty» have put themfclves according to nature in the
pofleflion of command 5 and the xeft though many
times the fironger and moft virtuous, according to
the (ame order, are reduced to the necellity of obe-
dience. '
Otherwife if they had all together afpired to the

command, thexe would have been no mutual fex-
vice 3
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vice 5 and if they had likewife all fubmitted to the
duty of obedience, their fervices would have been
performed with confufion, for want of order and
conduct to guide and rule them,

To trace the matter to its original, it is proba-
ble that force hath made the firft divifion of the
Earth among Men, and that the poffetlion thercof
hath been fince warranted by common confent, for
avoiding a fecond time this Primary Anarchy ,
during which all things were poffett in diforder and
confufion. = They who got the greater thare in this
divifion, finding that they had more than they could
employ and put to ufe, were conftrained to call to
a Partnerthip of their Portions fuch who had been
unfortunate in the diftribution, under fuch free and
cafie conditions, as being well obferved, I think
there is no difference betwixt the Mafter and Ser-
vant but only in name.

In the firft place, according to the Law of Na-
ture, both are caft in the fame Mould ; accotding
to the Law of the State, both are free, and both the
Subjects of the fame Prince 5 and by the Law of Re-
ligion,both they and the Prince himfelf are the Mem-
bers of Chrift.

‘Secondly s none of us all whoever he be, can

. force a man of what bafe condition {oever, to ferve

him unlefs he be willing, This priviledge is fo
common to us all that none but the King alone can
break it,

In the third place, whatever inequality there is
betwixt me and him whom 1 would have for my
servant, 1 cannot bargain with him for his Service,
but that he ttipulates with me for his Wages, and
that {o by contrating together he become my e-
qual : as he is by our Covenants obliged to me.
fo am I to him 5 if he be my domeltick, he enters

into {ociety of houfe and fire with me 3 and though
he
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he eat at the lower Table, yet he is my dayly
Gueft, and I am even bound to protect and defend
him againft others.

What do vou think that he whom you take for
my Servant does for me, in recompence of {o much
care? He ferves me:You are miftaken , he ferves
himfelf : the fame labour that he muft do in his
own houfe for a livelyhood he’ performs in mine 5
if he engage to me his will in my fervice, mine re-
mains a pledge for his Wages 5 if I rcap any bene-
fit of his fervices, he is no lofer 5 if he medle in my
affairs, it is foon perceived that he negleéts not his
own s if he labour my Land, he fhares with me of
the Fruits 5 if he drefs my Viduals, he hasthe firft
tafting of them, he is at the pains, and I atall the
cxpence. Our Partnerfhip appears in {o many
things; that all well confidered, 1 think the con-
junction of Mafter and Servant is nothing clfe but
a {ociety contracted betwixt a poor man and a rich
for their common profit, in which there is not any
difference but of name.

It is not amifs, my Son, that both of them fhould
know,that the diftance betwixt them, is not fo great
as men think, to the end that the command of the
one thould be more mild and eafie, and that the other
(though he fexve) fhould do nothing unworthy of
the liberty of his condition. ~An honeft Servant is
the Mafters obferver and watch, and a good Mafter
the Servants example. And therefore there is no
conjunction among(t men, next to that of Husband
and Wife, that hath more need tobe well made,than
this.

And forafmuch as it is difficult that the Mafter
and Servant can be always in fo good correfpon-
dence together, that there may not fometime hap-
pen litcle debates betwixt them : it is convenient

that in matters of fmall importance the Mafter
fhould
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fhould fometimes yield to give a little breath to
the liberty of his Servant, for fear left by firiving
to deprive him of all, he fet him not on the defire
of recovering all, and fo ‘make him forfake his Ser-
vice.

The repugnancy that we find in our felves
to obey the will of another, proceeds from this, that
our life being in it {elf nothing elfe but an a& of
fenfe and knowledge, it feems to us, when that
act is not in our own power that we live rather by
the foul of another,than by our own. That unwil-
lingnefs to obey which is natural to man {prings
from this , and thercfore Nature and the Laws
making no Servants, if they arenot willing of them-
{clves, we fhould have the prudence to treat ours
with difcretion, if we find our felves well ferved
by them, left that by the tedioufnefs of too rude
and harfh a fubjetion we may give them caufe of
repentance.

For the quiet both of Mafter and Servant, it is
many times neceflary that the firft were blind, and
the other deaf. A clear fighted Mafter if he ob-
{erve his Servants too narrowly, fhall never want
freth occafion of vexing 3 he fhould flight or not
feem to take notice of part of their faults, when

~ they are committed through want of skill or judg-

mment, or even through a little itching humour of
liberty, which would ftill retain its right ; they are
to be excufed, and the rather becaufe if the matter
affect us, beyond: reafon, the trouble will remain,
and the fault cannot be undone.

It is as neceffary alfo that a Servant be not too

. quick in hearing 5 becaufc choler being a thin and

{ubtle humour which eafily mixes with maftery, it -
is very hard that a Servant can {o ducly follow his
Malters directions, but that now and then he may
give him {ome occafion of being angry : from

Ay whence
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whenée it comes to pafs that his troubled reafon;
imparts {uddenly its diforder to the tongue; and
firives to cafe it {elf by that member.
For two realons the Servant ought to be deaf at
that time ; Firfts that he may not be obliged to an=
{wer, becaiife his an{wering may make a new re-
percuffion of his fault in his Mafters mind, whereof
filerice weakens the force as of a ftroak in the empty
air ¢ And fecondly, that he may blunt the edge of
the reproaches and injuries that are faid to him
the cutting fenfe of which may give him {ome a=
verfion from his Mafter if he be too attentives
There are few other faults wherein a Mafter
ought not to be indulgent, except thofe that are
commiitted againft him with deliberation, and that
tend to the offence of God. And then it is not to
be reckoned a bare fault , it isa vice, or maliciouf=
tiefs : when this happens, how ufeful foever a Ser-
vant tnay be to you, turn him off , if he be not
young enough to give hopes of amendment 3 have
3 care alfo if he be a hardned finner, that by endea-
vouring to reform him, . you contrack not fomewhat
of his pollution, and draw upon your felf fome
part of his {candal.

- If you find that your Servant loves Gaminmgéi
Drinking, and the Debauchery of Women, be affus:

+ed that he will likewife prove a Blafphemer , and
that it is altogether impoflible, that with {o many
wicked qualities he can prove faithful to you, be-
fides the {candal that comesof it, if you keep him
in your fervices thefe three firft vices being no vices
that go on credit, you muft of neceflity pay for thei,
or if any other Purfe befides yours maintain them,
you are, though ignorantly the Contfident and con-
geRlar, 0 FI SRR SRR L ) (e

~ If you would have your Servant be faithful to
you ; be fo firft to him by %ynéﬁly paying of him

his
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his wages 5 force him not by keeping back his hire,
fo: pay himfelf with his own hands, left that you
both become culpableat the fame time,

. The Téeth in the conftitution of the body of man
are the emblem of what fervants fhould be in the
compofition.of a Family, and what qualities they
duglit to Have ; the Teeth (hould make the firlt pre-
paration:of our nourithment, be fet in order, labour
all, left that thofe who are idle putrifie s be clean, to
the end that nothing ftick to them which may {poil

~ them 3 and whole and found, leftif they be hollow,

fomething of that they chew may rerhain and cor-
tupt them, Their duty is to chew and not to tafte;
and according as' they are found or rotten they give
an indication of the gaod or bad difpofition of the
body to which they are faftned:: It is juft {o with
Servants. A ¢ _

My Children, that I may put an end to the: duty
that ought to be betwixt Malters and Servants, as
they came next in order after our Kindred in focie-
ty, fo {hould 'they be in our affeétion. - If you mind
the Prayer which your Mother makes you fay daily
for our common prefervation, you will find - your
Houfhold Servants in that rank : feeing our engage-
ment with oneanother is free’and voluntary, let us -
not make it with them witha refervation of heart.

All fervice without affeGtion wants relifh, if it be
performed to me with regret, though it be my due,
yet I receive it fiill with mote regret, and there is
nothing but the warmth of the heart that can {ea-
fonit. Sure itis{o, let us endeaveour to be beloved
of our Servants : the way to procure their affecti-
on, is to love them, friend(hip cannot be interchan-
ged on other terms.  Tf it be our defign then to at-
tract to us their affeétion, they being many in nums-
ber, the greateft part of the Load(tone muft be on

our fide, tothe end that its uniting virtue may be
the
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the better communicated to all, and produce its ef-
fect in common.

I have not been {o large on the duty of the Ser-
vant, as on that of the Mafter , becaufe the Mafter
has always mote power to cornpel the Servant to
his duty, than he to refufe it.

CHAP. VI

Of the Duty of Neighbours among them-

f lves.

He duty of man would be of a narrow com-
| pafs, and his acquaintance {mall, were it on-
ly confined to the enclefure of his houle, . The
earth is open on every fide , that man may with
more cafe communicate with man; his firlt com-
merce when he comes out of the Family is with his

Neighbours. Son, what doyou think your Neigh-

bours arc? Pll tell you, they are only an overflow-
ing occafioned by the {welling of the firft Families
of the wotld, which being increafed to too great
a number , were forced to f{eparate and take a
greater {pace of carth tolivein, than they had pof-
{efled betore 5 {o that if you remount to your origi-
nal, you are a part of your Meighbours Family, ot
he is of youts.

Without tracing the matter fo far asits {ource, 2
Family is very inconfiderable that hath not alhance
goffipthip , or confanguinity with the greater patt
of the Neighbours of the fame quality, not reckon-
ing the injuries of time which effaceth all the tracts
of ancient Kindred. So that, my Childrcn, we are
bound to live with them as iFwe were all Kmfmen

¥and the rather becaufe likewife from Kindred to
O 2 Neigh-
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Neighbours, the common Bond which conftitutes
the ftate is continued. _

As our Kinsfolk are next, fo our Neighbours are
near to us, whom God has commanded us to love,
not as our Kindred, but asour felves. In'effect if
our houfe be on-fire, if we be fick, affli¢ted, or in
any prefling neceflity, our readieft help comes from

- the hand of our Neighbour.

We are to one another the firft obje& of our cha-
rity, and the moft helpful is always the neareft of
our Neighbouss 5 witnefs the Samaritan in Scrip-
ture ; whe though he was execrable to the Jews,
was judged the Neighbour of him that had fallen
into the hands of robbers , though he was the laft
that {aw him , becaufe he took pity on him, when
both the Pricft and Levite , who faw him before,
pafled by without taking any care of him.

~ There are three things efpecially , wherein ifa
man do not a little moderate his defire, and do him-
{elf jultice, he can very hardly prove a good Neigh=
bour : one is the intereft in Goods; the other inte-
reft in Pleafure; and the laft, competition for Ho-
nour., ~

As cencerning intereft in Goods, our Neighbours

are cither our equals, or fironger,or weaker than we

if we be equals, and there happen any debate a- -

mongft us ; it falls prefently into a Law-Suit or a

Quarrel : and as there isnothing {o frail as man and

his riches, from that conteft it often happens, that

two Neighbours of equal power break themfelves by
clafhing together. As concerning the firong and the
weak, if he that is powerful be unjuft, he is in his

Country like a cancer in the fleth ; which by little

and little devours all the parts about it, and grows

always more malignant the more that it {preads.
If he that is poor and weak be froward, he is
troublefony in his neighbourhood, as a hand-worm
T
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(i the skin, which for all it is fo little, fails not to
caufe {marting, itching, and inflammation. God
keep you from thefe two kinds of Neighbours, be-
caufe you muftalways anoint the one,and by {cratch-
ing the other, you pluck off the skin.

Intereft in Goods is common to all forts of con-
ditions; intercft in Pleafure that may occafion trou-
ble amongft Neighbours, fuch as hunting, concerns
only the Gentry s the Farmer labours the ground,
the Tradefman works, the Merchant follows hls
Traflick, and the man of affairs his bufinefs : {o that
none but Gentlemen arc idle 5 and {ecing when they
arc in the fields together they have but one common
divertifement, which is hunting : it is very hard for
them to take fo good meafurcs, but that there may
happen many times amongft them {ome debate.

Children, if you will follow my counfel , you

{hall not delight in hunting no more than I5 but if

< you love {port, and have Neighbours never {o little
touchy, I charge you for fear of dipleafing of them,

that you be ever more {evere to your {elves than the _

Laws of the King, who have regulated the duty of
every one in that matter. . And if you have any
Neighbour prepoffefled with that paffion, fince you
{ce that it makes him do more than he can : excufe
him if he do more than the Law allows him. =
The pains that he takes in this exercife, the fa-
tigues of body after hunting, fhould incline you to
think, that he who is addicted to that paifion s ra-
 ther poffeffed than delighted, and that the convul-
fions and tranfports of it deferve better an exorcilt,
and your compatlion, than refentment. As to Hawk-
ing and Fowling, which is gluttonous, and minds
the belly more than the exercife of body, and con-
tentment of the mind , it is rcafonable that every

one f{hould follow this divertifement.
Huntxm makes one part of the Civil War a-
s 0 3 ' mongﬁ
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mongft Gentlemen; and competition for Honour ;
the other. - This laft point is {ubject to fo greata -
variety of emergents, that it hath been impoflible
that the Laws could fo forefee and adjuft the duty
.of every particular perfon, that there fhould remain
no occafion of noife amongmen. In thismatter,
my Son, it is my adyice, that you govern your fclf
after this manner.

In thofe places where the order of the world re-
quires that you fhould keep your rank, do it withfo
much difcretion, that though the Law give it you,
it may yet appear that you receive it from the cour-
tefic of him that yields to you. Be fo tender of the
honour ofanother, that men may {ce you far rather
inclined to remit fomewhat of your own, than to
ufurp any thing of what is your ncxghbours. In pla-
ces indifferent . and on rencounters, fear not to be
over- 1efpe@tul ; honour is like the ftream of a tor-
vent , which comes upon us with more violence,
when we fiem its courfe than when we follow it :
above all things, in the Church, which is the moft
common Theatre of the vanity of man, if any
one invade your right, [ command you to {uffer
it you are 1n the prefence of God, to whom you
owe that reverence, and before et s humbleft
is always in the place of honour. If notwithftanding
you fce that he take to himfelf the difference which
vou render to the Altar , thexe will be no danger,
if he dares difpute you your place, to make him fen-
ﬁxble that he is your inferiour.

Finally, fince Peace is a bleffing, we camnot {ay
that we en}oy it, though it may be in the State, if
we entertain it not with our neighbours. So that
T judge a good neighbourhood to be abfolutely ne-
ceflary for thc repofe’ and quict of life, and that the
living near a bad ngighbour isa fourth Flail of God,
Wlum being peyrhanent is alone more da 1gcrlous_

' e ‘ than
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¢han all the others together , which ate but tranfi-
tory. : Y5
Imagine not, my Son , that none but he whofe
houfe joyns to yours, and your land to his , 15 youlr
neighbour. The command that is given toyou, 10
love your neighbour as your {elf , would be too
much contxg&ed, if it were confined to him alone.
Seeing the world is patent on all hands, and that
you are free to go whitherfocver you pleafe , you
muft know that he whom you meet, fee and Keep
company with, where-eyer you be, and of what
condition foever he is, becomes aneighbour to you,
and you to himj and that your prefences ingage
you in a mutual duty of doing good toone another. -

1

CHAP VIL
OfFrieﬂd.r, and, of three [prings of the alli-

ons of wan towards bis Neighbonr, which
are Good- will, Friendbips and Charity.

N the Soul of man there are three {prings of love
cowards his Neighbour , the firlt of which
touches him but fuperficially, by allowing him
only fome flight withes of good , without the cn-

deavour of doing it. The Schools have named that

{uperficial good inclination, by too favourable a
name, in calling it Benevolence, becaufe that every

good inclination which helps not in time of need.

when it cando it , 15 not altogether innocent, and
{o cannot be good 3 and by confequence (with our
Do&ors favour) I think that that inofficious inclina-
tion of the Soul deferves not {0 fair a name, as that
. of Benevolence, and that it is only a bare itching of
nature toward good. Neverthelcfs it is true that
| B O N that
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that inclination is a predifpofition to friendthip,
when he for whom we have it is touched with the
fame affeGion for us that we are for him; for then
there is a concourfe of benevolence, which having
no other defign but to conciliate themfelves by a
mutual complacency, mingle together with {o per-
fect a harmony, that the folder that joyns them is
altogether unperceptible : and from this confocia-
tion of benevolence proceeds the fecond motion
of the Soul in the love of our Neighbour , which
we call friendfhip. .

~ Thefe two inclinations of affe@ion which proceed
from man, are imperfe@, in that the firlt touches
none but him that feels it, and that the fecond re-
gards onely {ome particular perfons. The third that
takes its original more high, is quite another thing,
as being an eflammation of the heart of man to-
ward God, which comes from God, and makes its
reflexion towards our Neighbour, according to the
extent and greatnefs of its principle s for as God is
indifferently good, to the good, and to the bad, fo
man’ by his example becomes equally benehicent to
all, to his enemies as well as his friends, without
diftinétion of perfons or conditions 5 and this third
{pring of affe¢tion is called Charity. |

" So that then all the duty of man towards his
Neighbour, is terminated either in Benevolence,
which is an inofficious friendthips or in Friend(hip,
which is animperfe¢t charity s orin Charity, which
is a living. lamp , and like a publick fire burns al-
ways for the nfe of thofe that need it.

My Child, though the firft of thefe thrce inclina-
tions {eem: only a  tranfitory impreffion , yet fince
neither friendfhip nor charity can be formed in us,
bue that benevolence’ hath gone before, T wifh you
may have that tenderne(s of heart, as being the
WNurfing-mother of the other two: it is noble in
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" that it is difintercfled , otherwife if it were mexces
nary, one fhould be benevolent to himfelf. ‘
And although it remain inofficious, yet it repres
fents to us inone draught an image of the goodnefs
of God , who is uniyerfally benevolent to all his
creatures, and another image of the negligence of
man, who {uffers in himfelf the fountain of his in-
clination to good todry up, for want of giving ita
courfe, L
Its courfe is opened two-ways : when benevo-
lence within it {elf is nothing but a good will with-
out effe&, becomes active and mutual amongft fome
particular perfons, then does it turn into friendthip :
and when it breaks forth upon all mankind , and
indifferently offers it felf to the neceflity of the firft
comer, and renders it felf one toall, and onc to ¢
very oncs then it becomes Charity, The practice
of thefe two, my Child, is neceffary toyou, if you
would acquit your felf well of your duty toward
God, your felf; and your neighbour, which is the
thing that 1 propofed to my felf to inftruct you in.
Now as to Friendfhip, me-thinks that the man
who is incapable of it is in the world and out of
the world, like to thofe barbarous and wild Iflands,
which are not only divided from the continent, but
deftitute of any way to enter, or to get out of them,
as if provident nature, which does nothing in vain,
‘had removed thefe places and men from commerce
and fociety, as parts infected, peftercd with mon-
fters, and contagious to the whole. Friendfhip is {o
neceflary to the life of man, that it were better for
him to be deprived of all other bleffings than of

that, becanfe that without it he can have the enjoy-

ment of no other good.

~ Theg want of friends is a kind of wildernefs in the
croud.  Confider that if you were alone to tafte all
the pleafuzes which the eye, the car, the {melling
VAN LR AT afford,
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afford, and all thofe whereof any part of the body
is capable, what relith they would have without the
company of your friends. The attainment of all the
good qualities that can be defired to body and foul,
is a beauty without grace, and' a light ftifled, if it
be not communicated. 1In fine, without that com-
merce which is entertained by the means of friend-
thip, we feem to one another rather fo many Sta-
tucs on a Wall, or in a Porch, than fo many men,
This is a bleffing of fo great value, that it raifes na-
ture to the higheft exaltation that humanity can
fuffer, it doubles, triples, quadruples, and multi-
plies it according to the number of ones friends.
The Ancients who would reftrain its perfection
only to two friends, by preferving the memory of
fome famous couples, have not {ufficiently under-
ftood its whole extent : if it be true that our friend
is our other felf, with this condition, there can be
no friendthip betwixt the good and the wicked,
which are the two extremes 5 nor between the wic-
ked and the wicked, who may indeed agree in fome

 things, as far as their intereft requires 5 but never
m all, nor always. It remains then that it can only

exift betwixt the good, whofe actions are uniform,
in that they are direéted to that which is virtuous
and honeft. :

.. This being fo, as it is not more firange to fec
Mmany Needles touched by the Loadftone turn al-
ways to the fame point, than to fee twos it is lefs
ftrange to fee an honeft confort of many perfons of

honour, feeing that there is no virtue in' nature,

more attractive and unitive , than the concourfe

and common con{piration of good men toward

zood.
Could it be poflible that there {hould have been

{olittle union amongft thofe that gave themfclves to

the exercife of virtue , that the names which ?rg
ufe
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ufed in the ancient Dialogues , wese but only fup-
pofed names, and that the fudy of Philofophy could
not have the power to conciliate a common affecti-
on betwixt the perfons {peaking, and fome of their
hearers?  The narratton of {uch examples without
doubt deferved better to have been tranfmitted to
us, than that of thofe renowned couples of friends s
unlefs it hath been perhaps judged that it ought not
to have paft fo poferity asan inftance of a rare
thing. 1In cfle@ the action of a poor friend, who
when he was dying, left by his will, (which was
accepted and executed) his Mother to be entertain-
ed by one of his friends, and his Daughter to be
married by another, and who {ubftituted, the one
failing, theother in this duty, is of afar higher
pitch of friend(hip, than the action of him that gave
himfelf in hoftage for his friends and neverthelefs
though it be more illuftrious , it is lefs known, be-
canfe fuch things were fo ordinary amongft virtuous
perfons , that they were then looked upon but on-
ly as common actions. '

Child, it is not enough to render a man one and
the fame with another, which is the effect of friend-
fhip, to agree with him in intereft, exercife, plays
divertifement, and in f{enfual pleafures, which are
all the appetites of the body » and of the inferiour
part of the foul 5 an union contracted upon the con-
{ideration of thefe things, is diffolved with its caufe,
which is fubje@ to change: the identity which
makes the union of two perfons in on¢, cannot be
perfeét if it have not its original in the {uperiox

part of the foul, which conftitutes the effential form °

of man : For that cffe it is neceffary that we be
one, even in our felves,before that we can be fo with
another » becaufe that one who is difcordant with
himf{elf, can never make a good harmony with an-
Oihier, ARSI KAURY

Since
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Since then there is nothing but virtue alone that
can produce in us that uniformity of foul, it is ma-
nifeft that there is nothing but it alfo that can ani-
mate us towards our friends in the fame manner as
we are to our {elves. By direéting all our a&ions as
they do conftantly and perpetually to a good end
without ever turning afide; weare never out of the
fame road. When we defire honour, riches, and
contentment, for our {elves, we make the fame with
for them, if we have the poffeffion of thefe, itis fo
much in common with them, that to makeall the
reft reap the fruit, it is enough that one of us enjoy
the bleflings.

The fame thing never happens to the wicked,
who canfuffer no body to fhare with them in their
good fortune.  As they difagree always with them-
{clves, they do fo with others. A {oul that is 1o va-
rioudly toffed, is more miferable than a body whofe
Members are all disjoynted. Let me pray you, my
Child, from this to take a horrour againft vice, for
two xeafons ;5 firft that you may not be deprived of
content and complacency in your {elf 5 and next,
that you may redouble the faculties and powers of
your foul towards good, by the Union that you fhall
contract with thofe who make profeffion of vertue
as you do,

All friendthip built upon another foundation is de-
fedtives betwixt Fatherand Son, the authority of
theoneand the fubmiffion of the other {poils the
perfection of friendthip; betwixt the Husband and
Wife it is hermaphrodite amity ; amongft Brothers,
blood contributes more to it thanour choice, and be-
twixt the Mafter and Servant, the diftance is too
great to {uffera conjunétion, « - N

So that it cannot be intirely perfe@, unlefs it be
abftracted fromall confiderations but of that of vir-
tue alone : And as virtue brings under the fame dus

) ty
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ty all ages, {exes and conditions, it can likewife
unite many perfons in one and the {ame mind 5 and
by confequent it is an old errour to think that friend-
fhip cannot arrive at it’s excellence and perfection
but only between two friendss my friends friend is
my friend, the friend of my friends friend, is like-
wife mine > provided that all of ushave the {fame
{cope, which is the defire of honeft things. .
" This were a lovely Theory, if it could be putin
practice 5 but that conformity of the Soul which
the perfe&ion of friendthip requires is circum{cri-
bed with circumftances {o niceand dclicate, that
they feem to be inconfiftent together.  For inftance
in friendfhip one would be the moft beloved, becaufe
the moft beloved fuppofes the moft Jovely 5 and be-
caufe the agent ismore noble than the patient, one
defires likewife to appear the greateft lover, which
is fuch a contradiéion as in cffect deftroys unifor-
mity in our {elves, and that which we onght to have
with our friends. ; ,

It is moft certain that friendfhip in it’s higheft ex-
altation is but a mental being, which like heroick
virtue, exifts only in our imagination ; yet though
it be impoffible to attainto perfection incither, it 1S
not alrogether {fuperfluous to cut eut the perfectelt
image that can be had of it, to theend that man
who is the fubjeét of virtue and friendfhip, may be
the more violently allured to - the exercife of both,
by the higheft and moft excellent noticn that he can
conceiveof their perfection.
~ Indeed virtue which is the bond of friendfhip, is
of fo ordinary a pitchin man, that if we bear not
with the infirmities of one another, we cannot con-
tinue long friends : as he is unconftant and fickle, {o
is his friendfhip liable to his failings, his paufes and
returns:  He that pardons moft, is moft faithful,
and honours moft his choices  We cannot renounce
v the
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the love of our friend, without weakehing our felves
thercby : if he forfake us, let us follow him :the
lips of a wound clofe again by bringing of them to-
gether, let us be ftedfaft in 'it, that deathit felf
which untics every knot, may not be able to break
ours : let us revive it towards the Childten of our

friends.

F rlend(hlp is a fpiritual hofpitality, the right to
which is transferred to pofterity. If we perceive that
their friendfhip fot us, is much lefs than ours for
them, let usnot be angry, they follow the univerfal
motion of the woild, where all things afcend more

- weakly than they defcend, even to the love of Chil-

dren toward their Parents.

Infine, my Child the greateft praife that can be
given to a man, is to call him a good Friend, becaufe
that fuppofcs him to be virtuouss As ori the contra-
ry when that goodly name is applyed to awicked
pexfon, the purity of itisdefiled, and the thing that
ought to be moft precious amongﬁ men thrown out
on the dunghil.

Though it feems when one devotes himfelf in
particular tohis friends, he takes himfelf off from
Charity, whofe obligation is more univerfal 5 never-
thelefs becaufe that friendfhip isan affe&ion more
adapted to your meafure than the ‘other, which
would have us become one to all.in general and
onc to every oncin particular 5 I give you only my
advice touching that which is moft proportionate to
yous to obtain the other, one muft go out of him-
{elf, and be divinely feized with that wife and holy
foolifhnefs of the Apo(’[ eoy

This divine tranfport is violent and painful, be-
caufe it makes an union betwixt God and man, not-
withftanding their extream diftance, And there~
fore we may obferve in the writings of St. Paul,

reachings and throbs of love, which break forth
like
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like a flame of Nitre, whofe vehemency denotes
till fome refiftance in the matter. InSt. Fobn, we
{ce the contrary ;and feeing Friendfhip is more calm,
and more fitted to the meafure of man, then Chari-
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tv, it feems the mildnefs of this affeGtion is onlyto

qualifie the violence of the other. R

And for this reafon, his love appears in his wri-
tingsas a cherifhing, gentle, pure, and vivifying
heat, always egual. This difference proceeds only
from this, that the former {eems to love man only
for Gods fake; having only had acquaintance with
thedivine nature of the Sonof God, who difcover-
ed himfelf to him when he was dazled with his fhi-
ning brightnefs.

The affeGion of the other is more tender, he loves
man for Gods fake, and man for man{ake 5 becaufe
he had fhared in the love of his mafter as God, and
in his friendthip asman, having been the beloved
difciple.

Charity is fo higha virtue, that it makes mana
coppy and image of God : by it he entersinto the
plenitude of hislove, whichmakes a reflux towards
all things created, if not, with {oinfinite an action,
yet with the fame extent of will and affcCtion : in
tineif it operate not where it is employed, it ope-
rates in the perfon from whom it proceeds, with fo
much efficacy, thatthe willalone, when the power
is wanting, ftands in ftead of operation.

Scripture teacheth us, myChild, that God is
love, and that he that abides in love abides in God,
and God in him, and although that this virtue be
wholly divine , yet the habits of benevolence and
friendfhip, are two humanc means, which difpofe
and prepare the heart of man to receive the graceof
that pertection 5 which is the third and moft accom-
plithed inclination of the Soul in the love of our

ncighbour: B
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tertain, or avoid.

of the Pierﬁnv.r whofe company we [fhowld en-

& 7 Our Neighbour comprehends all fotts and con-

ditions of men,amongft whom there are fome
good, fome bad, and others of an ambiguous na-
ture, who determine not themfelves to good or e-
vil, but according as example, or the prefent im-
pulfe of f{enfe incline them.

Aboveall thingsavoid the-company of meh hat-
dened in wickednefs, you can never amend them.
The found parts cure not the corruption of the gan-
grened 5 look upon them as old uncurable ulcers,
which communicate not only their contagion to the
adjacent parts, but change the colour likewife of
the paits conitiguous to the adjacent. T would have
you likewife know, that of all wicked perfons the
hypocrite is the worft. He abolithes the .inward
worthip of God in himf¢lf, to make the outward
an inftrument of treachery, he is {o much the more
malicious, that under g livery which promifes fecu-
- tity he intends to furprife you. | o

Covet for your inftrution the company of honeft
and virtuous perfons ; of whom you may find two
forts : fome live a retired life, that they maynot be
polluted with the contagion of other men : thefe be-
ing only a voice that crics in the defart, Prepare the
wayes of the Lord. 1 advife you not what purity
{oever they may have, to propofe toyour {elf their
example for imitation. _ |

Others without renouncing of publick fociety ,
converfe indifferently amongft all kinds of men, good
brbad, (till preferving an intention of well doing;

covet
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covet the familiarity of thofe, if they bernot, aé
Jefus Chrift was, the way, the light, and the
lifes they are in the way, illuminated by his light,
and quickened in him.

Amongft thofe who are of a nature as yet inde=
termined to good; or evil, and who are only incli-
ned to either by an external caufe, there are fome o
carelefs, that they can apply themfelves to no fide
whether good or bad. Frequent not the company

of fuch, for fear that you be condemned to the fire,
like the fig-tree which boreno fruit. There are o~
thers more aétive, that doevil rather by inadverten-
cy, than out of any bad inclination. To amend
thefe, there is no more needfulbut to make them
attentive to what they do. SHE

If you beof the number of thofe, my Son, re=
fle¢t a little upon your {elf, and you fhall find that
your amendment is not out of your power. Thereis
a third kind of men who are bad only for want of
breeding 3 a Soul which produceth vices is not bar-
ren, no more than ground which brings forth bri-
ersand thorns. Would you make good ufe of both?
cleanfe the one from its impurities by good exerci-
{es and wife inftruétions, and the other from its
~ thorns by grubbing them out: And then you fhall
find that the fruits which they bear will be fairer,
better, and more abundant, than of a piece of ground
or a Soul that is naturally barren.

G H A Pan IR

of the duty between a Prince, anda Subjet:
. o

AHere remains no more but that I thould tell you
{fomewhat of the duty of a Subje& towards
* his Prince, and of the Prince towards bis Subject;
' n P which

2]
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which is the moft important of all. The dutyof a
Husband, Wife, Father, Children, Brothers, Maf-
ters Servant, Neighbours, and Friends, which are
but the conftituent parts of a State, is but a private
obligation.  As the name of Subject is general, and
comprehends all thefe relations 5 and the name of
King, aname of publick function and authority,
fo is there duty of a larger confideration. Their
namesof Subjet, and King, which are relative, in-
form us that the fubjection to true obediencein the.
one, isin the otheran obligation to good govern-
ment, Ineffe¢t the beft model of government that
can be in humane policy, is that in a ftate we be all
{ubject to one fingle perfon.  If we were all of e-
qual condition, the ftrong would opprefs the weak,
the cunning would overreach the more fimple. * And
violence and fraud would reignin place of Juftice 3
when on the other hand in an equal fubjection,
Jealoufie and emulation not only ccafeth, but every
one of wus finds our private {ecurity under the gene-
ral proteétion of him, to whom we areall Subjects,
OneKing, one Faith, one Law, is an unity of
State, which are reduced to fuch an unity in the per-
{fon of the King, that there have never beenany
defection from the Prince, but that the authority of
the Law and the majefty of Religion have been like-
wife wounded ; witnefs our civil wars, and thofe
whercof England hathbeen the Stage. Wherefore I
command you, my Son, never to forfake the fervice
of the King, for what reafon {oever it may be. The
Apoftle teaches you that all power isof God, and
that he thatrefifts the power, refifts the ordinance
of God, and bringeth upon himf{elf damnation. Be
fubjec, (fays he) notonly for wrath, that is for fear

of the Prince, but alfo for confcience fake, =
Thisis aduty of fo firi¢t obligation amongft us,
that we had rather run the hazard of violating the
fundamental
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fundamental law of the State, which admits no
woman to the Crown, than to fail in our refpet to
the lawful fucceflour, by honouring as our Mafter an
mmperfedt embryo, whofe {ex is not known before
~ that it’s birth declare it to be amale.  Such an uni-
verfal deference, which keeps a Kingdom in this du-
ty, muft of neceflity have more than humane war-
rant and foundation.

Itisin God alone, and for him only that Kings
xeign.  Their Scepter, Crown, Anoynting, and the
concourfeof people that flock to their obedience,
are but the vifible figns of the invifible power that
does accompany them. What-ever they be, good
or bad, reverence in them the commiffion which they
“have from God ; the good are given you for a recom-
pence, and the bad for a tryal if’ you be good, and
- apunifhment if you be wicked.

As you fee then that there is no interreign in the
royalty, and that the Princenever dies, becanfe
that when the one gives out, the other comes in {o
likewife there ought tobe no ceffation inthe duty of
a Subject towards his Prince.  When he renders to
the Prince his due, and according to the counfel of
the Apoftle, paystribute to whom tribute, cuftom
to whom cuftom, fear to whom fear, ‘and honour
to whom honour is due, it is not a rightof f{ervi-
tude that he difcharges, itisrathera right of grati-
tude which he renders to the Prince, for the {ecuri-
ty of his liberty under his protection.

By the means of the 'duty that he renders him,
which is but of {mall charge, in refpect of the be-
nefit that he receives from him, provided it be not
abufed in the receiving and employing of it 5 the
poor man in his thrift; the rich in the difpofal of his
wealth, the tradefmanin his induftry, and the mer<
chant in his trafick, doall retain an imageof prin-

eipality, in that they live in fecurity, and that there
P2 s |
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is not one amongft them , how miferable foever,
that can be forced to ferve another if he be not
willing : real and effeftive {ubjettion amongft us
concerns him only who engages voluntarily in it 5
and whofoever can live by his induftry at home
without Quarrels or Lawfuits, is as free in his Fa-
mily under the protection of the Prince, as the
Prince himfelf in his State.

My child, you are of a quality that gives you the
fame immunities as the King enjoys, except the
obligation of {erving him in the Wars when yeu are
required to it. * I charge you once more, that the
fenfe of the honour of your privileges may per-
{wade you to anticipate that command. Your duty
i1s {o great that way, that the weight of Monarchy
fheuld be fo far from -being uneafic to you, that

. you fubfift by it rather as a little Soveraign, fecing
the {fmall eftate that I leave you holds of the King in
chief,and is erected intoa Regality with Jurifdiction
Civil and Criminal, which you may execute by your
Ofhices under the authority of the Prince,

G H AR
Of Seditions , their Grownd , and their Re-
wiedy. _ ~

Here is nothing certainly that can render a Sub-~

ject more religious in his obedienice to the Prince,

than to reprefent to himfelf the miferies which Se-

ditions are wont to occafion. In the firft place Rage,

which is the moft ftunning paffion of the Soul, is the

beginner of all 5 from whence it comes to pafs that

there is not a part of the State, great or fmall, which
Muflers not thereby convulfive motions.

During
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" During fuch a kind of motion, all are at work,
and .yet nothing done in order : all Work-houfes
keep holiday, and Shops are fhut 5 there is no But-
chery but of mens the Bake-houfes, Markets, Entry
of Provifions, Arrival of Boats and Barges, and ge-
nerally all kinds of Services are ftopt, except that of
the Water-houfes, which furnithes only with water;
whillt in the mean time the hungry Belly, which is
the heavieft taxation, craves, and calls for food.

The Calamities, to which men are expofed du-
ring this ftorm, are not to be numbered 5 for {o foon
as cver the reverence of the Prince is loft, every
thing becomes lawful , Sacriledg, Rapes, Pillage,
Revenge ; which comeattended with o deadly a
Train, that whileft you hold your enemy by tha
- Throat to take your revenge of him, another ene-
my of yours kills you: whenyou have plundered and
fackt fufficiently, and from a poor man become
rich, your Booty renders you a Prey to another in-
digent perfon, who robs you to make himfelf the
prey of another; and {o Plunder follows Plunder,
and Murther, Murther, until that as ina fight of
mad blind-men, their diforder ceafes for want of
Competitours.

And if (asit happens often that Devils have a hand
in great Tempefts) fome powerful Subjeét take this
occafion to make himfelf head of a Party, affure
your {elf that this Remedy is worfe than the Difeafe,
and that he that would be the Tyrant of his King,
would be f{o of you, and that with harder condi=
tions than thofe which have given caufe to the Re-
bellion.

The moft dangerous times for Seditions, are

when we are at War with our Neighbours, and they
in Arms : one day of Diforder is enoughin fuch 2
conjuncture to make us deliver up with our hands to
thefe whom we have been accuftomed o overcome,

~ k2 our
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our Fathers, Mothers, Wives, Children, our Liber- -~
ty, Eftates, Countrey, and our {elves.

So terrible is the thought of all thefe horrid Re-
prefentations, that I think there can be nothing in
the World which a Subject ought not rather to fuf-
fer, thanto betake himfelf to that defperate Re-
medy, which caufes fo many evils in one only day,
that many timesintire Ages are little enough to re-
pair the loffes. Neither our Children, nor cur Chil-
drens children, nor thofe that fpring from their
Loins, can fee anend of them: What is beyond
them, affe@sus then no more but as a common In-
terelt.

How terrible notwithftanding that Seditions can
be, they are but tranfient evils, which refemble thofe
thicks Clouds which mount to the middle Region
of the Air, where after much noife they burft at
length,being unable torife to the upper,which beats
them back, and turns them into Hail and Thunder-
Bolts, towafte and ruine the very place from whence
their Vapours and Exhalations did arife.

But forafmuchas the duty and honor of the Prince
are concerned, that he prove the Father and not the
Flail of his People, it is his part to remove all fort
of matter that may occafion fuch Impofthumes in
the body of his State, that he may not be obliged to
ufe the Cautere, and likewife they become not in-
curable Botches : For it is moft certain that if they
who fit at the Helm of Affairs content themfelves
only to remedy the evils that come ftealing upon
them, without preventing and diverting of them
by forefight, it willoften happen that their Reme-
dies will be like thofe that are given in the agony of
Death, which are not only ufele(s to the Patient
but. difgraceful to the Phyfician,

And therefore as the Diftempers which proceed
from inanition, arc the moft dangerous, it is of

greatelt
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greateft importance that the meaner {ort of people
be not reduced to extream Poverty, for fear that
- they whofe condition is fomewhat better, may not
grow dry, like Rivers when the Brooks that feed
them are drained. It is al{o very convenient to leave
fomewhat befide what is juft neceflary to the middle
rank of -people; from which there flows back al-
ways {ome profit upon the lower: for indeed if thefe
two parts from which the Prince draws his greateft
Aid, be once extenuated, it is to be feared that their
weaknefs may be communicated to the whole body
of the State, and that there may be as many wifhes
made for a change, as there are perfons that fuf-
fer. :

The greateft vexations are not always hardeft to
be born, fuch as threaten a continuance are moft

irkfome 5 becaufe the fenfe of prefent pain hath

bounds, but the apprehenfion of its duration, none.
Whence it comes to pafs that a weaknefs occafioned
by {fome heavy load, inftead of abating turns to ragg,
whenall hopes of amendment are gone.

For this reafon a Prince ought to avoid as much
as poflibly he can, all things that may render his
Government terrible, to the end that he may not
only be {ecure from all kindsof Rebellion, but that
even the leaft Tempeft may not be raifed in the
minds of his Subjects,and that he may reign more
abfolutely in their Hearts than over their Eftates,

There is nothing that convinces us more of the
perfeétion of the temper that is in this Kingdom
betwixt the Prince and his Subjeéts, than the du-
ration of our Monarchy. We {ee no ftate that can

fhow like ours o long a ferics of Kings and years’

under one form of Government, which is an evi-
dence that the Harmony thereof is excellent.

The body Politick like the Natural , hath it’s
principles of long Life: They both fubfift long,
; P 4 when
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when in their firft conflitution there happens a per-
fet Symmetry between the part that commands,
and that which obeys. Not, but that it may be
{fometimes difturbed.and that as from the middle and
lower regions of the Body there arife often undige-
fted Vapors which trouble the Brain,and from thence
alfo there defcend {fome Defluxions which overcharge
the lower parts, the fame diforder may not {ome-
time be found betwixt the Prince and his Subjects :
Yet when the firft Conformation is good, there is

always in it fome radical and vivifying Spirit, that

produces a Noble Crafis, which fets all things again
to right, ;

It is true there happen fometimes crofs and un-
lucky Conjun@ures, that farce the King to raife
Taxes from hisPeoples as when it is the publick
Intereft toentertain War far procuring of an advan-
tageous Peace.  In {uch occafionsitis very juft that
the People fhould contribute to it with all their
Might, and that the Prince likewife on his fide
fhould remit fornewhat of hisadvantages for facilita-
ting the overtures of Peace, for fear that if that con-
tribution thould always continue,the whole {ubftance
of the State might be exhaufted , and that at
Iength the Forrein War , might become Inteftine
by the miferies that it caufesat home. Forindeed,
tho Forrein Wars be but like inflamed Blifters that
break out in the Skin, which are not fodangerous as
internal Impofthumes 5 yet forall that, they are very
troublefome and uneafy, becaufe they are always ac-
companied with a great itching, which forces the
hand by continual {cratchingat length to claw off
the Skin. |

All things rightly confidered, War feems to be
nothing but the flail of God, which Kings fhould
divert from themfelves, if they be able, as a thing

that leffens their Greatnefs by the lofs of theix Sub-
heir Greatnefs by R

i

.
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jes, and the confequence of an infinite number of

Evils that attendsit. God is the God of Peace and -

Love : AKing who is the image of God upon carth,
blots out in himfelf that refemblance, if he be not,
Jike him, a King of Peaceand Love 5 but fecing Peace
is a Bleffing that was proclaimed by Angels at our
Saviours coming into the World, and which was
left by himfelf to his Apofiles when he went out of
it, we muft expe& it from God as a thing purely
celeftial. - However the Prince fhould preferve in
his mind a defire to make it, and contribute thereto
all that he can, that he may not have this difpleafure
to {cc that his Reign isonly confiderableby the acti-
ons which proceed from the irafcible faculty of
man. :

In fine, My Son, that I may conclude your duty
towards your Neighbour, break never Society with
any who-ever, unlefs with perfons confirmed in
Wickednefs. Live civilly with your Inferiour, fa-
miliarly with your equal, refpeéfully with him that
is above you, with all fubmitfion and obedience to-
ward your Prince, and in charity with all men.

CHAP XL

Counfels how we mag not err in the mutnal du-
ty of one towards another.

Hat you may not err in any one of thefe duties,

you muft know, my Son, that there are three
fortsof Eyes that behold you, to wit, the eye of
God, the eyeof Man, and your Own: This being
fo, T advife you to carry your {elf in publick, as if

the eye of God obferyed none but you alone, and |

" to livg in private, as if all the World beheld you.
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As to your own Eye, let there none, 1 pray you,
that looks more narrowly on you, nor that you
{tand inawe of , than of it. By {o doing you will
retain your original Modefty, which being nothing
but a reflexion of the image of God thatis in us,
makes us delight in honeft things, and afthamed of
what s otherwifc.

Would you make a certain and infallible diftin-
Ction betwixt that which is honeft, and that which
isnot? Set your felf always in the place of ano-
ther, and reafon thus within your felf : If any one,
thought, did, or faid that which I am about to do,
think or fay, would it be an honeft thing ? The
place of another is the true diftance that you muft
take to make a right Judgment onit: If in that
place you perceive it tobe honeft, do it boldly 5 if
not, have a care of proceeding any farther. The
greateft part of Mortality confifts in that point,
whereof one of the adventures of my life will af-
ford youan inftance, which I thould be glad youdid
imitate.

A perfon alive at this day, whom 1 knew not,
and have never feen fince, nor he mee, came to me
oncd:y from a place at a pretty diftance, and upon
a Letter of Credit of another who {hould not have
had any fuch confidence in me, propofed to me 2
thing that was contrary to the fervice of the King,
At firft it was in my thoughts to have caufed Ar-
veft him; but having put my {elf in his place,and fee«
ing that he did his Mafters Service, having {erioufly
weighed what I ought to do on that occafion , T
let him go, though by fo doing I put my own head
in danger to fave his. It is true that my peril was
but doubtful and his certain,  But {ceing the place
where I had then {ome command, run no risk by
my {o doing, that T performed the Kings fervice
more fecurely, I took the courfe that feemed to rlr:c:

the
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the honefteft. If the perfon in whofe place I
put my felf at that time, had put himfelf in
mine, I thould have fince in the {pace of tenyears
received fome word of thanks. The perfon that
fent the meflenger, and he on whom 1 depended
at that time, may very well call to mind the truth
of this adventure, though not one of them to this
hour know what was the chicf motive to' my
action.

CHAP. XIL
The conclnfion of the Work by a fhort difcourfe

concerning Death , and of threesthings
that ufually trouble the mind of Man be*
Jore his death.

I Think,my Child, that T have now difcourfed of
your Conduct inall the ations of Life except the
laft, to wit, of Dying, whichis rathera certain texrm
where the life of Man ends.than an aétion of 1&.Since
it is {o, asthe conclufion of a work is always bet-
ter than it’s progrefs, in refpeck that then it xe-
ceives it’s accomplithment 5 fo I think alfo that the
laft inftant which terminates our life, is that which
is of moftvalue. Death is good to the Good, in
that they find therein their reft, and the reward of
their labour. It is good to the Wicked, in that it
puts an end to their wickednefs, which is aggra-
vated as their iniquity does increafe. It is good to
the Living; in that it frees them from the croud
which is to thema common preffure 5 and good in
refpec of Nature, in that it gives hera larger fpace
to contain her new Productions, All that is moft

terrible

o>
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terrible in it, is the depth of it’s Abyfs: But {ecing
when we came into the World, we came out of the
fame Abyfs without fear, thither again we {hould re-
turn without aftonithment.

Whether it be that our original defcends from
Heaven, whichis not to be doubted, or that we have
beentaken out of the ftill calm of Nothing, as fome
have believed; Nature hath been very prudent, in
rendering that knowledg to us a little confufed,
left that otherways the trouble of our exile; or of
our remove from a uon-entity peaceable and with-
out pain, untoa reftlefs and painful being, fuch as
ours is, might have affliCted us. She hath been al-
{o very difcreet in that, contrary to-all reafon, fhe
hath made the remembrance of our paft calamities
pleafing, to us, left that otherways the fear of fu-
ture Evils might not fet usupon the {hortning of her
courfe, and the anticipating of her appointment of
Dying3 but yet more wife by dazling us with fome
falfe light of apparent good in life, and engaging
us to the love of it by the charms of Senfe, of our
Works, and Children ; and by having in fome man-
ner obliged us to run out her courfe by the cuftom
of living, and to take care of our own prefervation
by the fear of Annihilation.

It is not without caufe that at firft we appear in
the World like Blind-men, without the knowledg of
the gate by which we entered, or that we are,or where
we are 5 for if our undeftanding had a beingas foon
as ourelves, and that it were not prejudicated by
the cuftom of fecing our felves in the World, we
fhould not be f{o nice in quitting the love of Life,
which appears tous all {o natural.

Notwithftanding all the charms which life may -

boaft of, yet I cannot imagine that there hath ever
beenany one bold enough to defire to come into the
World, if it had been in hisown choice, and thaf] he

’ had
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had beenmade to underftand that for that end itbe-
hoved him firft to lurk nine Moneths in the Womb
of a Woman, as in a Den, there to lye double like
a fhapelefs Lump in a puddle of corrupt Bloed,
wherewith he is nourithed 5 tobe dropt from thence
with his head downward, with a gut likea Halter
about his neck, ready to firangle hims naked, im-
potcnt and unable to help himfelf, and fuffering
already the inconveniences of life, before he begin
to live. :,

Naturedoes the a&t of a good Mother in for{a-
King of us; for her principal intention is to conti-
nuc her Produétions, for maintaining of the Uni-
verfe, which fhe fatisfies by giving us Life : And by
denying of us her affiftance at our fitft fiep into it,
it feems fhe intends to commita charitable Homicide,
that the may have no hand inall thofe evils which
there we are to fuffer.

Indeced, when I well confider the conftraint of
Swadling, the naftinefs'of Clouts, theabundanceof
Tears that diftil from cur Eyes during our Infancy,
the ignorance, chaftifement and correétion to which
our faireft feafon is expofed : The impatience, difor-
ders and irregularities of our ftronger age: The
fears, languithing, and faintings of our weaker s I
think it hath been faid with good reafon, that we
are made upof two Executioners, to wit, the Body
and theSoul, whereof the one puts us to the rack
by Hunger, Thirft, Labor, Wearifomne(s and Difea-
{es 5 and the other ufes us not more favourably by
difquietings, fears, and the tumults of our Paffions
and Defires 5 and when we have all things at will,
even by thefurfeit that we contract through fatiety.
Man in that condition is like a Malefactor en the
Wheel, to whom the Death’s-ftroke is the firoke of
Grace.

Certainly,
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Certainly, fecing that we are expofed to {uch legi-
ons of Miferies, it may with more reafon be faid,that
Life is the punithment of Sin, than Death; fecing
there is nothing {o grievous to be found in it, whe-
ther we look uponit as a fleep of Nature, or a laft
duty which fhe exacts from us.

In the firft place, Sleep and Fainting, which are
two means whereby before we die, we makea trial
of the approaches of Death, thow us {enfibly that
we wear away without Pain. Befide, natural rea-
fon teacheth us that the Vital parts, which fuffer
moft in this diffolution, are the moft infenfible parts
of all the Body s for thortnefsof Breath, the altera-
tion of the Pulle, its weaknefs and intermiffion,
and the Convalfions which are the forerunners of
Death, arenot fo much the figns of Pain, as of the
ruine of a crafie Houfe which {hakes when it is up-
on the point of falling. The feeblenefs of the Bo-
dy, the (hucting of the Teeth, Palenels, cold Sweats,
lofs of Memory, fuppreffion of Speech, the contra-
Gion of the Tongue, trembling of the Arterics,
extinction of Sight, and the Hickock, are meer
figns of the abundance of Vical Spirits which retire
from all thefe parts withan irregular motion, which

are indeed more painful to him that fees; than to

him that {uffers them.

To convince us yet more evidently how flight a
thing it is to die, there is not any paffion of the
Soul, how weak foever,that hath not a more abfolute
Authority over us than the fear of Death 5 Revenge
triumphs over it, Love defpifes it 5 Honor faces its
the thame of Ignominy embraces it Affliction
makesit it’s refuge > and Fear prevents it.  So that
the preparatives and magazins that arec made againft
{o weak an Enemy, are rather the marks of Cowar-
dife than Refolution.
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If it be lawful to touch the memory of that Ap-
cient, from whence we have the lovelieft Counfels
that were ever given on that fubje@, we have more
likelihood to fuppofe, that when he was ordered to
die, the apprehenfion that he conceived of Death,
occafioned {o forceable an attraétion of his Blood
~and Spirits to the heart, that notwithftanding the
opening of the Veins of his Arms and Thighs, and
the poyfon which he had taken, his Soul could not
expircs than to believe, as it is recorded, that the
languithing of his Agony.was an effe@ of the weak-
nefs ofhisage. Tam the more confirmed in this con-
jeCture, becaufe they were fain to put him in a very
hot Bath to extenuate his Blood and Spirits con-
denfed by the chillinefs of his fear, and to recal
them from the heart whither they were retired, to
the external Orifices, that by that way they might
get out., .

It is an evidence that that excellent Man had his
Soul wholly infected with the black vapour of fear,
that what fubjet foever he hath handled, he hath
always like a huffing Captain, (for he was indeed of
Cordoya in Spain) mingled with it fome Bravado a-
gainft Death, which makes me fufpect his courage,
when 1find him always grapleing with, (a word is
enough) and neverin any truce with that deadly E-
nemy. It isbetter tobe furprized by an evilof that
. hature, thantobe in a neceifity of anticipating of
it by fear 5 for the Science which teaches us to fupe
portit, ismore fharp and Corrofive than Lenitive,
and the inftruétions that are given on this Subjedt,
are only as the voice of a man ina fright, that makes
a noife to encourage himfelf, wherein there is more
of oftentation than force. {215 S

He that faid that the end of Philofophy is to teach
us to die well,would have had more reafon to {ay,that
Philofophy is to teach usto live well 5 becaufe th}?t

the
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the whole cousfe of our life frands in need of reafon
'for its conduck, and it feems that to die well there
/’ is only need of ignorance : Witnefs Beafts and the.
| inferior fort of People, who are wont to run that
Carreer undauntedly and unconcernedly, which is
the Tlovelieft frame of Soul that one can have on fuch
an occafion.

In effect, when I confider Death as a fill and
quiet night of Nature, from whence all its produ-
Gions creep out, and where they return again to
ref, the depth and filence of that great Darknefs
) caufes in me more veneration than aftonithment. I
perceive that the time paft is one part of that night,
and the future the other s and that the prefent, which

is but an inftant, has fo freep a defcent from the fu- -
m\u\ ture which isnot yet, towards the paft which is no

& more, that my imagination it {eIf cannot trace it:

% So that the life of the World appears to me . as our
\E\ ~ own, tobenothingelfebut abreathing in the future,

\S\and breathing out the palt.

When I likewife confider, that this flux of Life,
& betwixt the paft and future, is in the beaft meexly an
@ of Senfe which ends withit,and that inusit isan
effec of the breathing of God, which emanating
from that Divine Principle is Immortal as he is 5
Then do I look on Death with greater confidences
Though the Holy Scripture did not teach me that

k\"ﬂ;‘ truth, yet our good and bad actions, whereof the
%

good or bad mell defcends to Pofterity, do evident-

N
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. ®  lyproveit tome: Ourvery Bones and the duft of
£ & our Graves inftruét me, ‘that fince the bafeft part of
% & us, which is common tO the beaft, out-lives uss
N é S there is not the leaft ground to fear that the better

3 % part can be annihilated, whichisa part of God in

USs '
In the tifnes of our Fore-Fathers, whileft Hea-

vens-gate was ftill fhut, a leng life was the reward
of
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of the Upright: Sinceit hath been opened, the Chri-

{tian firives to enter it fooner, and to prevent natural,
death by a civil, which confifts-in the performance

of certain Vows and Aufterities which {erve to hum-,
ble and bring down Man during his life. But {mnce,
I forefee, that you and I'are like to have too fhort 2,
breath for fo high a defign, 1 date neitherfollow. it

my {clf, nor advife it to yeu: For. that end we

muft renounce the love of our {elves, whichin fome

manner is comprehended under the love of our

Neighbour.

Thereis atime tolive and a time to die,Jet us em-
ploy the time which we have to live,in the {erviceof
God, in the exercife of Vertues and in the mutual
offices of Society, and we (hall infenfibly and with=
out fear arrive at the time of death. The revolu-.
tion of the naturalday is an abridgment of the whole
courfeof life. As we fee that a wife man difpofes;
with orderall hishours, without troubling himf{elf
about the hour of reft, before Bed-time be come j
fo in fike mannerit (hould be enough for us to regu-
late all the actions of our life with fo much intes.
grity and quictnefs, that the fleep of Death may
overtake us when we are doing the laft act of Vir=
tue. .

Life is a duty aétive in good Offices, and Deith
a neceflity of Nature that puts anend to it, which:
weought not to fear, provided we watch, and have;
always Oyl in our Lamps. The wife Virgins were;
a-fleep as well as the foolith, when they waited for
the Bridegroom, to fhow us that it is impoflible to-
be always on our guard in expectingof an hour
which is uncertain, and that to euter into the.
Bridechamber with the Bridegroom, it is enough.
to make,as the wife Virgins did, provifion of Qyl,

that isto fay, of good works: Otherwaysif it be-
hoved us to be in a continual difquict for the hout,
Q. of

2 Iﬂ:
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of our death, inftead of living we fhould be in a
perpetual trance. | { \

When we die pining away through the defect of
vital Spirits, the weaknefs-of fight, the thicknefs
of Hearing, the debility of the Stomach, the hea-
vinefs of Body, which are the forerunning meflen-
gersof Death, may very well give us fome intelli-
gence of it’s approach: But when we are in the
flower of ourage, and that the vigour of Blood and
Spirits caufe i us tranfports of Joy which even pre-
vent our will; what can we then do to prepare our
{elves for Death, but to refolve to live well?

That we may live well 5 we mult, as much as we
can, diferigage the Soul from the Body, purge it
from it’s lufls, it’s affc@ions and fearsy ftupifie
our fenfes 5 and to fay better, annihilate our felvess
This abfira&ion of the Superior part from the Infe-
rior, is in fome fort an imitationof Death, which
renders the life of ‘a man that lives well, more calm,
by the refcmblance that it hath with Death, and his
death more tranquile, by the conformity which ie
hath with his life. g ;

In effeét to live well is nothing clfe but to die
well; becaufe every inftant of our life is but a gli-
ding of our age toward death > {o that there is no-
thing that makes a lefs alteration in man than this
Jatt hour, fecingthat every one of us purfucs even
to that moment the natural inclination of the ordi=
nary courfe of lifes - Which gave occafiontoa Law~

giver to call our laft Will and Teftament, the mir-

ror of our manners. Thiswe fee in that a man of
bufinels dies with hishead full of affairs 5 the carc-
lefs man, negligently 5 the grave man feriouflys
and they that are of a brisk and gay temper, witha
et in their mouth.

Our Soul is quite otherways changed in otherpal-
fions. Anger does fo alter us, that there remains

not
/



Péi‘t IiL. Cbizrzféf: to hit Children.

not in us the leaft appearance of our felves: Fear

by a fingle affault {eizes both our body and mind:
Grief and fadnefs blaft both : And Envy by the foot
that it forces out, lets us fee too well what altera-
tion it caufes within.  This difference of impreffiorn
whichis to be obferved between death and our paf-
fions, proceeds only from this, that Death is a meer
natural motion, and that paffions overtake us by
an irregular impulfe, which puts Nature to the
rack, |

- Although there be nothing more hid from Man,
than the knowledg of the place from whence he
came into the World, and of that from whence he
muft go out of it, whichare two extremities out of
hisxcach 5 the one being on this fide, and the other
beyond his being 5 neverthelefs the power of perpe-
tuating of himfelf which he brings with him from
the place from whence he came, demonftrates to
him' that he hathhis original from ari Eternal Source,
and in fome manner aflures him of his immorttality.
As to the place whither he returns when he takes
' leave of the World, thedepth of its Abyfs frightens
only him that looks on it, and not him that goes
dewn into it : We muft confider it as fleep, which
is a repofe to him that flecps, and appears a death
to him that is awake.
- :‘Death cannot be anevil, becanfe Sleep, which is
theimage of it is a good. Asthe one refrefhes us,
puts an end to the labour of the day, and reftores
our ftrength for fome time 5 {0 the other does us the
{ame kindnefs for ever. As it makes a ceffation i

us of all the actions of the other funétions of Iife,

except of breathing ; {o likewife we may aflure ous
{clves, that though the aétion of the body die; yet
thebreath of the {pirit of God which'is in'us; died’
not, and that we fhall as certainly rife apain from
deathyas-we do awake from flecps

Q2 B
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~Infine, myFriends, let uslook upon Deathasa
1R a& of Life.which we ought neither to fear at the
hour of it,- beeaufe it is a duty of Nature s nor de-
fire it before the time, that we may not forfake a
warfare which is not to be left without order.  If fo
be that ye confider it fo, ye will thereby alone find
as much inftruéion for dying well; as there is in
all the precepts for a good Life which I’ have
given you. : A

There are three things which are wont to trouble
the mind of a dying Man, the thoight of what fhall
become of him after death, the care of his me-

 mory, and of his pofterity.

To remedy the anxiety of what fhall become of
you after dcath, regulate the actions of your life,
as if your good actions were alone fufhicient to pro-
cure you Salvation. Having done f{o, refign your
{elf to the will of God, as if you hoped for Salva-
tion from his mercy alone. And {o your works be-
ing juftiied by your Faith, and your faith by your
works, be affured that your Soul thall find all the con-
{olation which it cannet receive when you die,

As to our memory after death, the memory of the
Juft being a fweet Vapour that exhales from his-
patt life, continues {fometime like a precious perfume
which fill fends out a fteam, and fills the place-
where it dies with its good odour. But fecing thereis
nothing that'hath a thinner body than a Vapor,there
is nothing either that {onner evaporates, than the
Reputation of a living or deadman 5 it paflesaway -
like the beauty of pluckt flower, or it withers like
the flower it felf when it hath remained too long on
its ftalk. '

The lives of the moft illuftrious and fparkling;
as of the more dull and darkfome, ate {ubjeé 'to
thefhipwrack of time. If any cfcape, firange won-
der! itisonly to leave us an emblem of the empti-

nefs
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- nefs of worldly'greatnefs, whenwe fee the grandure
- of the higheft abafed ina Tavern-fign, orin a Ga-
“ming-houfe, where a Knave is better thana King,
and wherethe moft famous Names of all antiquity
“are‘expofed to the infolence of an hufling Gamelter,
which tears and tramples on them at his pleafure.

How do we know, but it may be queltioned one
day which of the two Ronland or Lercanier was the
- Knight of the round Table or the Cayter? this great

debafing of the vanity of Man comes to pafs, becaufe
there is nothing Eternal and permanent but God a-
lone, who is a jealous God, and fo whom only
belongs Glory, Honour, and Praife, and not to
Man.

The laft care of Man, which reacheth beyond
himfelf , is that of his Pofterity, the molt univerfal
of all; becaufe it is a kind of refpite from death.
1 with that whenwe come todie this care might be
fo moderate, that our confcience, which has then
“enoughto do about our own Salvation, might not
“be troubled, nor the ordinary courfe of the Law
- ghanged, the publick order of which is always bet-
ter than our private appointment. Theadvantages
and entails which we are allowed to grant in favour
of the Elder and of the Males, undocs one part of
our Pofterity to preferve theother. It is an evidence
that in that there is more Vanity than Juftice, that
our caution and circam{pection holds good but for
one time, which being expired , our inheritance
falls in again into the common road, as being more
conform to right reafon, than our private difpofi~
tion.

Tt fefs in our power to order the future than the
prefent, whercof we are but very bad Stewards,
What am 1 concerned, who am a dying man, whe-
ther my Name and Eftate be preferved in the race of
my eldeft or youngeft Son, or if both fall into the

Q 3 Daunghtexs

219



290 L . Counféls to his Children. Part.I-H.

Daughters lap? My blood isas much my blood in
my Daughter, asinmy Son s and though even this
laft prop of our line fhould- fail, Nature provides
for it, and fhowsus {enfibly that the difference is not
great betwixt Nephews, Cofins, and Children, by
seprefenting as well the manners and features of the
Uncle or Grandfather in the moft remote, as in the
neareft in blood,
So that, my deareft Children, let us commit our
¢ felves and pofterity to the providence of God, that
we may die with peace: When we came into the
~ World we were not at all concerned with thofe
whom we found there before us; neither Jet us be {o
when we are going outof it, with thofe whom we
leave behind.  Thefe two extremities being equally
diftant from our beginning, and from our end, fhould
be equally indifferent tous.  The peace of a living
man confifts in the obeying of God’s Command-
ments, and when he dies in the hope and confidence
of his mercy: If in thefe twa ye be ftedfaft, I hope
that God in his goodnefs, will be pleafed to accom-
pany with his Grace, my Blefling whichl leave you
as the conclufion of my Willand Teftament,

ERRATA.

P. 144.1. 31, 32.the firft pofl:ffor of biswuices, t.the firf} vise
that feizes him 2 R '
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