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YORK PUBLIC LIBR~'.ffiY i~I~NlL'.L REPORT FOR 1969 

1969 begQn with the introduction of a Metropolitan library card 
in ~ the Metro Toronto public library systeL1s. This was one of the first 
efforts at co-ordination of library service in this area, efforts which have 
been fostered by continuing neetings of the Chief Librarians to discuss common 
problens and possible projects; and to receive reports and recarnr.1endations fron 
their various car.n::rl.ttees. An.other combined action was a library booth in the 
Careers for the Future show in May which York library staff helped to r.i.an. Sone 
major experiments are under continuing study, such as centralized processing 
and autor.iation of circulation and overdue procedures, with a view to finding 
the best and nost econonical methods, 

Every year that we continue to use archaic r.i.ethods the taxpayers' 
ooney is being wasted. We are continually alert to this in the York Public 
Library, especially as the system has gro~m in the last three years, and revise 
procedures and foms accordingly. Minor exanples are bulk payment of Unemployment 
Insurance which eliminated renewing insurance books, returning unused ones, and 
obtaining and entering stamps, a.11 of which are tioe consuming; the change to 
Workmen 1 s C0t1pensation as providing :r.iore econor.ri.cal coverage; and the review of 
overdue procedures, with a now bill fern. devised. 

To continue to fulfill an active role in t~1'-' co:mrrnmn,y 
co-operative cor.nnunication channels were set up with other educational and social 
agencies to assist in solving both community problons and our own, The library 
co-sponsored with the Northwest Family Services a noon hour film-discussion 
series for interested professional workers such as public henlth nurses, teachers, 
social workers and psychologists. This series was so successful that the 
unanimous response of those answering a questionnaire was that it should continue 
next season. 

The York Social Planning Governing Cor.cittee net regularly in the 
Mn.in library's auditorium with the Assistant Chief Librarian representing York 
Library. On~ of the burning issues of tho ye~r w~s an attenpt to establish an 
Information Centre for new Canadians in the borough. 

There is good liaison between the York Parks and Recreation 
Department and the library's audio-visual section, especially noted in the 
planning of surnnor filr.l programmes for the drop-in centres. 

A most encouraging spirit makes a close working connection between 
the library and the York Board of Educ~tion possible. At the beginning of the 
school term the public librarians were invited to tho school librarians' first 
:r.ionthly nooting for which the library offered the Evelyn Gregory auditorium as 
a nooting place. Several contacts nade on this occasion were developed later, 
resulting in concerted assistn.nce to the children using the libraries of both 
authorities. For instance, at the Careers Day in York Me:r.ioria.1 Collegiate the 
Assistant Chief Librarian was the resource person for careers in libraries and 
gave infomation and advice to the interested students. 

At the close of the year plans had been made to experiment with 
library service to the Senior Citizens in the Metro Housing apartments at 
101 Hunber Blvd. The York Public Library Bon.rd has approved going forward with 
this in 1970. 



The Library Bonrd OM~ another progressive change by approving 
the circulation of phono-recorc~s free of chc.r_,g£ as of Sept0mber so that these 
would be on tho sruno service bnsis as tho other library matcrinJ.s - books, 
periodicals, pamphlets, und fiJns. This has boon a nost appreciated extension 
of service as evidenced by the public's great increase in use of these records. 
Language learning records and Sh~kespon!\.;GI1 drru:1a records were ondo available 
at the branch libraries for the first time. 

In the Ihin library the phone-records collection and listening 
stations wore novod adjacent to the Filln collection since tho whole is organized 
now as an Audio-Visual Section. The Music and Drruna room had its shelving units 
doubled and this, with sone other additional uni ts on tho nain floor, nade the 
book collection more readily available to readers. 

Two r<3cord-plo..yers with listening posts wore acquired, one for 
Young Pco:JlG 1s activities, one for tho Jane Street branch for its recordings and 
vn.rious prog:r-ru:nes o 

ADULT SERVICES~~ 

Tho chCl.l.longinG dom2.nds of high school und university students and 
adults for infornc.tion in ever widening fields of knowledge wore met by alert 
informo.tion services {;.nd book soloction. Thero was continuing o:::iphasis on tho 
acquisition of litcrc.ry r.nc: rocrec.tional reading. Non-fiction for tho system 
was solocted by the Head of Adult Services anc'. her conuittee. 

Young ndult services. Reference oaterials c.nd books on current 
situc.tions were in high demand~ Fiction which has finally grown up to bo a true 
reflection of the tir.les was tremendously popular. Teen-agers were able to get 
books that deal honestly with life tod~y~ 

258 pci;_odic~ls gave access to cur~cnt inforr.1.C.tion on subjects 
of varied interest. The panphlot file expc.:rrlod to provido excellent Cn.nc.din..."'l 
naterials. Tho foundation of a picture file wo.s laid by the acquisition of 
n set of 750 indexed plates of International PortrQit Gallery. 

~arge print b~. 130 additional titles were added and were 
rotated through the systeo to supply interesting reading for those with poor 
eyesight, 

Foreign lo.ngu::1.ge books in Itulil'.Il, French and Goroan wore available 
for borrowing .. Spanish books on loan wore available to our readers for the first 
time. 130 new Italic.n paperback titles at tho Mo.in library and the Evelyn Gregory 
brmich h~ve proved highly popular with Ital.inn readers. 

Reader's advisory service is given by trained professional staff 
with literary background and wide reading interests. An annotated list of books 
of current interest and merit is prepared nonthly. 

The Saul Field Portfolio of prints of legends of French CD.nO.da 
was on display on the ground floor of the adult library in November and December. 
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JillULT SERVICES - continued 

Inter-loan requests. The first full year of the Metropolitan teletype network for Inter-loan naterials was ir.unec.surably successful. Our library supplied to our rec.c~ers 532 books throw;h inter"9loan, and loaned 629 books to other libraries. lle requested 1194 filr.ls via tc:letype. 

Photocopying service. The coin-operated photocopying r:i.nchim for use by the public was installed in Septenber. Moro extensive use wns nude of this tho.n of the forner photocopying service us it is nore c.ccessible. 

,~ .. r.iusic c.nd theatre room now houses books on nusic., dmice, dror.m. nnd theatre including noving pictures D.nd television. 

Asscssnent of our periodical holding~ c:;.nc~ future needs resulted in a nore efficient arrc.nGonont of periodicals c.nd in subscri~)tio!ls to 36 .:-.cl.di tionf'..l nagazines to begin in 1970, 

Film Section. 1969 wns the second year of tho operation of the filr.t librc.ry, New filns have b0en c.ddcd to the collection nnd circulation of filns and filnstrips ms more thn.n doubled in tho pc.st your. Winter Brouk week suggested to tho Film Librn.rin.n n. time wh0n n. lir.utod nu:i.ber of ir-terest~d students might pc.rticipde in c. filn workshop. Er. Ralph Bonclo..ha:a v0luntoered as instructor for the fo~r-cl~y experinent in inking an~.nn.tion filr.i.s c.nd the resp·:mse he rccci ved wns an. onthusinstic domnd for noro, 

Mrs. Beesley, the Filr:l Librnrinn, roprcsontud York Library on the Metro Audio-Visual cor.n:rl.ttce and also attended tho Ont~rio Filn Society's Film Showcase at York University where mny now filr.1s were previewed for possible purchasing for the collection. 

Miss Kristin Josophson was a nouber of the Metropolitan. Sorio.J.s Comr.uttee in 1969 which met to cor.ipile a cc.talogue of serial :1.c·1..ongs of all public libraries in Netropolitn.n Toren to. The work is still in process. 

The Head of dClult Services wn.s n. ncr.1bcr of the Metropolitan Reference cor.u:rl. ttoc which held its first necting in N:)vcnber. The purpose of the connittee is to prepare an index to special resources in Metro Toronto public libr.::1.rius, and to consider c. Metro refcrvnce pool. As a pilot project the coor.utt.Jc is beginning with a Fino "'~ts Index. 

~Ruth Corner, Hoac. of 
Adult Services, 



BOYS l1ND GffiLS SERVIC~S ff 

In this lnst yccr of the sixties perhaps tho nost noticeable sign 
of a changing pattern in children rs librcry work, hc.s been the heavy der:iand for 
books with facts. Again anc: again as wo atterJpt to c..dd to and enlarge their area 
of interest on a subject with an excellent b'Jok of ficticm, we nre confronted 
with the remark, 11 But this is only a sto:i;z". For this reason an expcrimon t has 
been nado in "book tills" by showing how different kinds of books may be related 
to one subject, When a young class studying COMMUNIC.i .. TION visited the Library, 
we used a book of poetry entitled WHliT IS SOUND? nnd asked then to toll what 
sounds they hoard on the WGY over to tho Library, arrl wh~t sounds they ware 
hearing at the ra0nont. It was n.n easy stop from this to introduce n.ninal sounds 
through THE STORY OF JEREMY FISHER and JEI-Ill-U~ PUDDLEDUCK and those their own 
pots mnc.o, and then a story about Beatrix Potter as a littlo girl. At this point 
one li ttlo girl piped up with 11My grandnother GROvJLS 11 (indigestion?). Ending 
tho visit with the telling of HOlJ THE WI-L'~E GOT HIS THRO~-~T illustrated the .!]n 
of words, 

With n. Grado 6 clnss we cxperinontod. in sinilar fashion n.nc. showed 
with oxnnplos how there are mny of the groat ficti0n books of the p~st that have 
ins:_Jired creativity on tho pnrt of scientists, philosophers, and other fields of 
on.n I s cnc1.oavour, 

Judging fron the kind of reference gucstio~s. with which we are 
faced even fron the younger children, tho new educ~tion is pressing tho public 
libro..ry to chn.ngo its onphasis. This is a questionable trond, particularly when 
the school libraries are now developing. The fact that thu summer reading shows 
n dcfini te inc roe.so in fiction circulation, is indicati vc of what j_3 h:ippcning. 
In short, for ten months of the year we soer:1 to work priz:1arily with requests for 
school projects, and for two nonths with books for fr00 reading and enrichricnt, 
an area that is the professional children's librarian's speciality~ 

For YOUNG c:J.VJJ:i. 1S BOOK 1!EEK 1969, we had a Librt-:i.ry TcJ.e:1t Show, a 
Puppet Show produced by children, o.nc~ a Filo. The Works)Jop or.. :t·uppcts tha'i:, Hiss 
Sc.nclorson c. ttcnde( in tho sunr.ier, holpcc. her to foru a p·:.1ppot group that 
produced BE.1\.UTY AND THE BE"~ST. These children now wnnt to produce a real p:.ay. 
The endo~rin~ qun.lity of nost of our chil~ron is thc.t they are still children 
in the best sense, unsophisticated, enthusiastic a:nc.:. eager to rospJnc,. 

The Hoatl of Boys and Girls Services contributed frot1 t:i.r10 to 
time book reviews for tho Provincial Library Service publication IN R.l!.,~EW mid 
in April w~s invited to participate in a Sto:t"'J-Tolling Festival sponsored by 
the Toronto Public Library. 

3/rl}J miot Kenny, Hea.d of 
Boys and Girls Services. 
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TECHNIClilJ SERVICES ff 

In 1969, tho Technical Services Depc.~ment acquired c.nd processed 
cppr:Jxir.lntely 19,217 voll.ltlos of books, 200 pm:iphlots :1nd 129 records. 

Tho recntru.oguing of tho Boys and Girls stock c..t the Weston 
Brnnch which wns begun la.st yco..r, hn.s proceeded roc..l ti vely smoothly. This year, 
consic:crn.ble reclnssificc..tion of nc' .. ult stock wc.s undert[:ken throughout the systeo 
in orc:cr to conforn to cl~ssificc.tion chcnges in the 17th edition of Dewey. 

The Head of the DepGrtr.1ent represented the York Public Librn.ry on 
c. conmittee conposed of Metropolitru1 Toronto hea.ds of technictl services whose 
terns of reference were to discuss the feasibility of contrnlized processing and 
cataloguine. With oore thnn 400,000 V'Jlum.os (exclusive of itons such ns pc.".I:1phlets, 
fiJns, etc.) being processed in one yc~r throughout Metro, the need to tnke 
ndvnntnge of nuton~ted processes, pnrticulnrly conputers, is becoming increasingly 
nppnrent, n.s tho lnr&or technicnl service depnrments find th0mselves un.~ble to 
cope with the workload. It is n roo.som.ble n.ssunpti'.'.m thc.t n lnrge percentn.ge 
of the items received o.re being duplicated by the six (ootro) library systens. 

i~S n nenbor of tho Cc.nndinn Library li.ssocintion, tho Depm-tn.cnt 
Head was c.sked to sorve on a Technical Services cor.u:littce estc.blished to 
investignte what effects the r0structuring of the "·.ss Jcin.tion would hc.vo on 
the present org~nizution of the Technical Services Section. 

THE BRANCHES 

1HrMnrgarot Dyke, Hend of 
Tcchnicr.l Services. 

Tho year has shown n steady increase in circulation and reference 
work ~t the Evelyn Gregory branch. While young poopl0 still constitute the 
lnrge mnjority of our readers, the librury is being used noro anG oore by ndults. 
Since Suptcobcr n. good nembcr of school clnssos h2.vo visited tho library anc! 
relationships with tho teaching st~ffs of Silverthorn nnc Kane Senior schools 
have been nost satisfactory. 

For Youn,5 Cnnadc. 1s Book N"eek c. folk concert wc.s held which was 
well attended .'.:'..nd created considor~blc onthusio.sm nmong the younger members, 

Tho Itnlinn filn evening wns not as well nttondcc but the nu<lienco 
of thirty-five was sufficient to r.1n.ke it worthwhile. Our rel~tionship with the 
Itc.litm-spoc.king mombors of this cor.1r.1unity is still not perticulc.rly well 
estnblishod, but ns tho branch develops n more concontr~tod effort nust be 
exerted to offer the nost npproprinte service. 
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Jane Street branch presented a successful series of science films in the autumn. The addition of language and spoken-word records has led to many requests for broadening this collection to include music recordings. The latter part of the year was involved with planning the changes necessary with the 
extension of the library to a newly decorated downstairs room for children, to 
be opened in January 19709 

Mount Dennis branch continues to service the patients at 
Northwestern Hospital through a deposit of books closely supervised by one of the branch librarians. The Art Room has exhibitions regularly from October to May featuring many local artists and including the most appealing, Student Art from York Memorial Collegiate, which was attended by 440 persons during the 
twelve days it was open. 

At Weston branch the autumn was most active in the Boys and Girls room with twenty introductory class visits which were reflected in our increased 
registrations for the department. 

The adult department cmtinues to indicate by its high book 
circulation that it is one of our best branches for good readership, 

The bookmob~ maintains a good level of service to the youngest readers who are farthest from a convenient library. The turnover is necessarily rapid and so every efficiency must be employed, To this end shelving was 
re-arranged this year and some additional squeezed into the very limited space. 

THE STAFF 

A programme of orientation and in-traininz of staff was planned and initiated during the year. This involves, for new employees, an outline of the history and services of the library arrl a tour of the Main building and branches, at the same time meeting other members of staff. Further specific 
training continues to be given in the department or branch. 

The Head of Boys and Girls' Services assisted in further training of branch personnel through several demonstration sessions of school class visits 
and book talks or story-telling, 

Meetings of senior administration and of Branch Heads were held periodically as a means of communication and of developing administrative 
ability. 

A staff handbook was issued which each new employee is encouraged to read and copies are made readily available to refer to at any time,. 

This programme has met with interest from the staff and will be 
expanded. 
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THE ST .. -~FF - c .:mtinued 

Scvcro.l mcnbors of stc'.lff h.:.vc <-'.tt0nc:ec1 workshops, conferences and meetings which have enlarged thuir cxporioncc and knowledge. One oombor, Mrs, Upans is to be congratulntcd on attaininc her Mast0r's degree in Librnry Science in 1969. Profossioncl staff, properly developed, is the library's greatest asset since tho collections n.rc built up by those librc.rians who will .r.:in.ke certain thclt tho best materials arc selected and that tho quickest and oost efficient mcc..ns of mking theo available to the citizens n.re adopt0d. 

Some staff oonbers were involved in the profcssi'.)nal associr.tions 1 
cotlT.littees and executives as their reports indicnto. Tho Chief Librarian is cha.irman of the Ontario Librc..ry ~'~ssocir· . .tion I s cor.n:uttoo on In-eervico Trc.ining of Non-profossionnl Staff nnc~ is the O .1.:". ts ropresentn.tivc on the Cn.nadic.n Libr,'.".ry J'.ssocic..ti-:>n rs International Librnries coramttoo • 

." .. t tho one. of 1969 Mrs. G,JYllrlcth Grier, a chilc1.ren I s librarian who joined the staff just one oonth nftor tho first Chief Librnrian, retired after over twonty-throo years as pnrt-til~o librarian in the l1ain B~ys anc Girls' room. Hor 3racious and serene person~lity has cndon.rod her to all the staff as well o.s to tho chilc.ren c >r.iing into tho library. 

Many other chn.n0os of personnel occurred inevitably throu3hout the ycc.r. Resigno.tions due to varied co.uses, fron retirement to CJntinuing oducntion and moving out of Metropolitan Toronto, created chain roncti0ns resulting in pr~motions, transfers ~nd new appointments as follows: 

RESIGN.1\TIONS .i'1.ND RETIREMENTS 

Miss Rachelle Bel~nGer, clerical-typist in Technical Services, to 
return to Ottn.wa. 

Mrs. Helma. Bonfield, Librn.ric.n in Mn.in .. ·i.dul-r., to obto.in nn M.L.S. 
degree. 

Miss Julia G~odwin, clerical in bookmobile} to an outdoor position. 

Mrs. Linda MncLonnnn, clerical lfain ~·1.c1.ult J for personal reasons. 

Hiss Jennifer McVitty, clerical at Jane Street branch, to return 
to Irelc.nd, 

Miss iilUlctte Mnrchnnd, clerical nt Evelyn Gregory bro.nch, t,J return 
to Capo Breton isl.-md. 

Mrs. Mnrinnno de Szocczy, M.un l1.dult, to travel. 

Mrs. Heiki Urquhart, He~d of Jane Street branch, noved out of 
Metro Toronto. 



THE ST.t:\FF - continued 

APPOINTMENTS 

l.frs. Lnila Bnrnkat, clorico.l, to Mnin Children's Room. 

Mr •. :idric.n Bevis, clericnl, to Evelyn Gregory branch. 

Mrs. Myoung Chong, clerico.l, to MD.in 1 .. c~ult. 

Mrs. Sonja Jrunos, clerical to Main Children's Roon c..nc thon 
to tho bookr.lobilo. 

Mrs. Dia.no Kichuk, cleric.:1.l, to Jn.ne Street branch. 

Miss Jute. Klomer, librn.rin.n, to Ivbin Adult~ 

Mrs. Linda l"m.cLonn~, clerical, to Mein :~lult. 

Miss Juliet No..nnock, to Auc~io-Visunl in chnrgo of the 
Section. 

Mrs. Gorc.lcline Nicholls> clericcl, to Film Section. 

Miss Ada Testnferri, clcricru.-typist, to Tcchnicru. Services 
Dopc..rtnont. 

Mrs. Lillian WenGc:r, libro.ric.n, to tho boo}'-J:1obilc. 

TR~SFERS ~um PROMOTIONS 

Miss Loa li.youb, Order Clerk, to Sub-profossionnl in Mro.n Adult. 

Mrs. Janet Beesley, Filn librnrimi to Hon.cl of Jo.ne Street 
branch. 

Mrs. Mn.ry-Isnbcl Gower, clerical in Mc.in Children I s Room to 
Order clerk. 

Mrs ... ~bbie Nevels, Bookmobile librc..rin.n, to Main Adult. 

The stnffs of libraries have won a well-known reputation for 
c~-operation and effort beyond the actu:u cull of duty c.nd I would like to 
wc,rr:11.y conr..10nd the staff of the York Public Librc.ry for living up to this 
reputation adnirnbly. 

My sincere thnnks arc offered to the members of the Library 
Board after my first ycn.r c.s their Chief Librarian, n.n oxhilar~ting experience 
f~r ne thn.t they bore with equo.nimity nnd a most frionc".ly support. 

Respectfully submitted, 

?,7. £~ ;Jnr:f/J(l/y 
M. Loretto McGarry, 
Chief Librarian. 



TOWNSHIP OF YORK PUBLIC LIBRJ~Y 
1959 

Population 119,966 
Book stock 95,948 
Total circulation 405,421 
Registration 30,640 
Ro cords 391 
Films, fi lnstri ps 

Perioc1.icc.ls 86 
Professional staff 9+1 part-tioe 

Library systeo Main library, 

REVENUE 

2 branches and 
1 booknobile 

Provincial government erant 
Tax levy 
?aymcnt received in lieu of tux.es 
Fines, feos and rontnls of fil~s nnc 

records 
Ronttls recoivcd 
Proceeds of sale of autooobile 
Proceeds of sale of land - see note 
Balance fron previous year 

EXPENDITURE 

Personnel costs 
Library matcri~ls 
Library supplies 
1-faintenance costs 
Furniture c.nd oquipr.1.ent 
Debt charges 

BOROUGH OF YORK PUBLIC LIBRJ'~Y 
1969 

140,116 
219,539 
643,605 
50,066 
1,315 

245 
264 

17+1 part-tine 

M,:tl n library, 
4 branches and 
1 bookmobile 

$110,014 
470,432 

12 

13,014 
305 
300 

2,810 

$ 596,887 

$321,120 
93,480 
12,798 
59,936 
11,825 
71,121 

Surplus at end of year 
$570,280 

26,607 
$ 596,887 

NOTE: Prcceods of so.le of land of $J)000wns not taken into revenue of the Board, 
but is held by tho Borough in a Reserve Fund for Library Debt Charges 
to be appliod in nccordnnce with Section 303 of Tho Municipcl :~ct. 
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MAIN LIBRARY 
1745 Eglinton Avenue West 

Toronto 345, Ontario 
781-5208 

EVELYN GREGORY LIBRARY 
120 Trowell Avenue 

Toronto 339, Ontario 

MOUNT DENNIS LIBRARY 
1123 Weston Road 

Toronto 334, Ontario 
762-3348 

BOOKMOBILE 

JANE STREET LIBRARY 
610 Jane Street 

Tor-onto 326, Ontario 

WESTON LIBRARY 
2 King Street 

Weston 492, Ontario 
241-3ll6 

1745 Eglinton Avenue West 
Toronto 345, Ontario 

781-5208 
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