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MEMOIRS 
OF 

MRS. HANNAH MORE. 

THIS_ lady, who has so highly distingu.ished herself 
by her literary pToductions, was born, we believe, at 
Hanham, a village near Bristol; in which latter place
she for several .fears kept a boarding-school for young 
ladies. 

Her first publication was a pastoral drama, called 
" The S earch after Happiness,"· which appeared in 
1773. It was written at the age of eighteen, for 
some female fri ends, who performed the sevel'al cha· 
racters in private parties . Though the plot of this 
litlle piece is perfeclly inartificial, the poetry' which 
it contains does infinite credit to the powers of such 
early years, and it experienced a very favourable 
reception. Indeed, few pastorals, in tbis or any other 
language, are be tter calculated to refine the female 
taste, repress th e luxuriance of juvenile imaginations, 
or cliarm the ri s.ing affections of minds glowing with 
sensibility and ardour. But its chief distinctions 
over eve ry similar drarna are, its purit of sentiment, 
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simplicity of diction, originality of design, and tLe in
violable affinity whi~L it establishes and preserves 

between truth and nature, virtue and happiness, habits 

of innocence, l!-nd the practice of piety. 
The concern that she took, and the interest which 

she felt, in tbe di gnity of her own sex, were after

wards exemplified hy a series of " Essays on various 

Subjects, principally designed for yoaug Ladies.': 

In the year 177 4, Mrs. More pu blisbed " The In
fl exible Captive," a Traged_v, founded on the story of 

Regulus: its literary merits are great, and it was 

once acted on the Bath stage. 
'' Sir Eldred of the Bower," and " The Bleed ing 

Rock," two charmin g legendary tales, were publish
ed together in 4to. 1776. The latter is in the manner 

of Ovid; and tbe pretty fiction at the conclusion bad 

its origin from a rock, near the author's residence in 

Somersetsbire, whence a crimson stream 0ows, occa

sioned by the 1·ed strata over which the water makes 

its way from the mountains. 
Mrs. More bas also written " An Ode to Dra

gon," l\Ir. Garrick's house-dog;" Percy," a Tragedy, 

founded on the Gabrielle de Vergy of M. de Belloy; 

" The Fatal Falsehood," a Tragedy; " Sacred Dra

mas"', ch ie0y intended fot young Persons-the sub

j ects taken from the Bible;" "Sensibility," a Poem; 

·• Florio," and " The Bas Bleu ," two poems; " Sla

very," a Poem; and " Remarks on the Speech of 

M. Dupont, made in the National Convention of 

France, on th e Subjects of ·Religion and Public Edu

cation ." In this work she exposed the gross athe-

Moses in the Bulrushes-David and Goliath-Belshazzar 
- aD<l Daniel. 
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istical tendency of the speech of M. Dupont, and 

roused the general abhorrence ' of all ranks at the 

atrocity of a system which struck at the vitals of 

every thing good and sacred among men. The pro

fits of the book were appropriated toward the relief 

of the French emigrant clergy. 

After this latter work, Mrs. More projected a 

"Cheap Repository," for supplying intelli gence of 

an opposite tendency, to such as could not afford it 

on other terms. The fund by which she reared, and 

for a long time maintained, this impreg::iab le fortress 

against the havoc of irreligion and licentiousness, 

originated in the munificence of the liberal , circle to 

which she had access by her personal merits and 

address. 
Her "Thoughts on the Importance of the Manners 

of the Great to General Society," and her " Estimate 

of the Religion of the Fashionable \Vorld, " were very 

popular with all orders in the community. In short, 

such was the impression which they made, that scarcely 

any other book was for a long tirue read in private 

families, or mentioned in polite conversation; nay, its 

arguments were even detailed from the pulpits in the 

vicinity of tl1e court. 
Mrs. More has since given lo the world, "Prac

tical Piety; or, the Inflnence of the Religion of the 

Heart on the Conduct of the Life;" " Christian Mo

rals ;" " Hints toward forming the Character of a 

Young Princess;" " Strictures on Female Educa

tion;" " Crelebs in Search of a " ' ife ;" and "An 

Essay on the Character and Practical Writings of 

St. Paul." 
Her works, in general, are calculated to awaken 
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the world to its best interest, and excite it to praise
worthy actions; and she uses for this laud able par
pose the gentle means of reason and persuasion . She 
won.Id lead her fellow-creatures into Labits of mutual 
forbearance and kind accommodation with each other, 
not urive th em into those of harshness and aversion; 
she would fill their beads with knowl edge , that their 
hearts may not be blinded by passion; she would in
spire them with principles of integrity, and a sense of 
what is just and right, that th eir duty may be an 
object of choice, not compulsion. We undertancl 
I.bat her publications are an exact transcript of her 
own life, which is literally spent in doing good . 
Some of her fri ends (says th e Editor of the "Bio
grapbia Dramatica." edit. 1812), called Lier exquisi te 
humanity her hobbyhorse; and to such of them as 
were wits, it furnished a new species of raillery. It 
is in this humour, which is a mixture of praise and 
blame, that the late Lord Or ord, in a letter to her
self, gives the following sketch of her character: 

"It is very provoking (says bis Lord hip), that 
people must be always bangin g or drowninr; them
selv es, or going mad, that yon, forsooth, mistress, 
may have the diversion of exercising your pity, aud 
good nature, and charity, and intercession, and all 
that bead-roll of virtues that make you so trouble
some and amiable, when you might be ten tim es more 
agreeable, by writing thin gs th at would not cost one 
above half-a-crown at a time. You are an absolute 
walking hospital, and trav el about into lone and 
by-place ·, with your doors open to boa e slra_v
casualti es . I wish, at least, that you would have 
some children yourself, that you might not be 
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plaguing one for all the pretty brats that are s tarving 

and friendless. I suppose it was some such goody, 

two or three thousand years ago, that suggested the 

id ea of an alma-mater suckling tbe tbree bunclred nnd 

sixty-five bantlings of the Countess of Hainault.

W eJI, as your newly adopted pensio11ers have two 

Labes, I insist on your accepting two guineas for 

them, instead of one, at present; that is, when you 

shall be present. 1f you cannot ci rcumscribe yo 1 

own charities, you shall not stint mine, 1"fa.dam, whc 

can afford it much better, and who must be dunned 

for alms, and do not scramble over hedges and ditches 

in searching for opportunities of Oinging away m1 

money on good works. I employ mine better at 

auctions, and in buying pictures and ba1tbles, and 

hoarding curiosities, that, in troth, I cannot keep 

long, but that will last for ever in my catalogue, anrl 

make me immortal. Alas! will they cover a multi

tude of sins? Adieu! I cannot jest after that sen

tence." 
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TO 

MHS. MON1.,AGU. 

MADAM, 

IF you were only one of the finest writers of 

your time, you would probably have escape,l 

the trouble of this address, which is drawn 

on you less by the lustre of your under

standing, than by the amiable qualities of 

your heart. 

As the following pages are written with an 

bumLle bnt earnest wish to promote the in

terests of virtue, as far as the capacity of tile 

author allows ; there is, I ·flatt~r myself, a 
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peculiar propriety in inscribing them to JOU, 
madam, who, while )'Our works convey in
struction and delight to the best-informed of 
the other sex, furnish, by sour conduct, an 
aclrnirable pattern of life an<l manners to your 
own. And I can with truth remark, that 
those g·raccs of conversation, wliich would be 
the first praise of almost any other character, 
constitute bnt an inferior part of yours. 

I am, madam, 

With the highest esteem, 

Your most obedient 

Humble Servant, 

Bristol, 
May 20, 1777. 

HANNAH MORE. 



INTRODUCTION. 

IT . is with the utmost diffidence that the following 

pages ·are submitted to the inspection of the public; 

/ yet, however the limited abilities of the author may 

ha1•e prevented her from succeeding to her wish iu 

the execution of her present attempt, she humbly 

trusts, that the uprightness of her intention will pro

cure it a candid and fa1•ourable reception. The fol

lowing little essays are chieOy calculaterl for the 

younger part of her own sex, who, she llatters hersell', 

wi-11 not esteem them the less, because they were 

written immediately for their service. She by no 

means pretends to have composed a regular system of 

morals, or a finished plan of conduct ; she has only 

endeavoured to make a few remarks on such circum

stances as seemed to her susceptible of some im

provement, and on sncb subjects as she imagined were 

particularly interesting to young ladies, on their first 

introduction into the world. She hopes they will not 

be offended if sbe has occasionally pointed out certain 

qualities, and suggested certain tempers and cl is posi

tions, as pecul-iarly femin·ine; as well as hazarded 

some observations which naturally arose from the 

subject, on tbe different characters which mark the 

sexes. And here again she takes the liberty to re

peat, that these distinctions cannot be too nicely 

· maintained; for, besides those important qualities 

commou to both, each sex has its respective, appro

priated qualifications, wLicl.J would cease to be meri

torious, the instant they ceased to be appropriated. 

Nature, propriet,y, and custom have prescribed cer-
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tain bounds to each ; bounds which the prudent and 
the candid will never attempt to break down; as in
deed it would be highly impolitic to annihilate dis
tinctions from which each acquires excellence, and to 
attempt innovations by which both would be losers. 

VVomen, therefore, never understand their own in
terests so littl e, as when they affect those qualities 
and accomplishments, from the want of which they 
derive their highest merit. " This is the porcelain 
clay of human kind," says an admired writer*, speak
ing· of the sex. Greater delicacy eviden tly implies 
greater fragility ; and this weakness, natural and 
moral, clearly points out the necessity of a superior 
degree of caution, retirement, and reserve. 

If the author may be allowed to k eep up the allu
sion of the poet, just quoted, she would ask if we do 
not put the finest vases, and the costliest images, in 
places of the greates t security, and most remote from 
any probability of accident or destruction? By being 
so situated, tbey find their protection in their weak
ness, and their safety in their delicacy. This me
taphor is far from being used with a de ign of placing 
young ladies in a trivial, unimportant li gbt; it is only 
introduced to insiuuate, that wbere there is more 
beauty, and more weakness, th ere should. be greater 
circumspection, and superior prudence. 

Men, on the contrary, are formed for the more pub
lic exhibitions on the great theatre of human life. 
Like the stronger and more sub ta11tial wares, they 
derive no injury, and lose no poli~h, by being always 
exposed and engaged in the cou \ant commerce of tbe 
world. It is their proper element, where they re
spire their natural air, and exert their nobl es t powers, 
in situations which ca ll them iuto action, They were 
intended by Providence for the bu tling sc·enes of 
life; to appear terrible in arms, useful in commerce, 
sh ining in councils. 

• Dryden . • 
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The author fears it will be hazarding a very bold 

remark, in the opinion of many ladies, when she adds, 

that tbe female mind, in general, does not appear ca

pable of attaining so high a degree of perfection in 

science as the male. Yet she hopes to be forgiven when 

she observes also, that as it does not seem to derive 

the chief portion of its excellence from extraordinary 

abilities of this kind, it is not at all lessened by the 

imputation of not possessing them. It is readily 

allowed, that the sex have lively imaginations, and 

those exquisite perceptions of the beautiful and de

fective, which come under the denomination of Taste. 

But pretensions to that strength of intellect, which is 

requisite to penetrate into the abstruser walks of 

literature, it is presumed they will readily relinquish. 

There are green pastures, and pleasant valleys, where 

they may wander with safety to themselves, and 

delight to others. They may cultivate the roses of 

imagination, and the valuable fruits of morals and cri

ticism; but the steeps of Parnassus few, compara

tively, have attempted to . cale with success. And 

when it is considered, that many languages, and many 

sciences, must contribllte to the perfection of poetical 

composition, it will appear less strang·e. The lofty 

epic,' the pointed satire, and the more daring and suc

cessful flights of the tragic muse, seem reserved for the 

bold adventurers of the other sex. 

Nor does this assertion, it i apprehended, at all 

injure the interests of the women; they have other 

pretensions on which to. value themselves, and other 

qualiti es munh better calculated to answer their par

ticular pll rposes. We are ena mourecl of the soft 

strains of the Sicilian and the Mantuau muse, while, 

to the sweet notes of the pastoral reed, the_v sing the 

c'lotentions of the shepherds, the blessings of love, or 

the innocent delights of rural life. Has it ever been 

a1<cribed to them as a defect, that their eclogues do 

uot treat of a1:tive scenes, of busy cities, and of wast-

• 
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in g war? No: their simplicity is their perfection-> 
and they are only blamed when they have too littleof it. 

On the other hand, the l ofty bards who strung their 
bolder harps to higher measures, and sung the wrath of Peleus' son, and man's first disobedience, have never
been censured fo r want of sweetness and refinement. The suhlime, the nervou , and the ma cll lin e, charac
t erize their compositions; as the beautiful, the soft, 
and the deli cate mark those of th e others . Grandeur, 
dignity, and force distinguish the ope species; ease, 
simplicity, and purity" the other. Both shine from 
their native, distinct, nnborrowed merits, not from 
those which are foreign, adventitious, and unnatural. Yet those excelleDcies, which make up the esse1Jtial 
and constituent parts of poetry, they have in com
mon. 

Women have generall y quicker perceptions ; men l1ave juster sentiments. vVomen consi !er bow things 
may be prettil,Y said ; men how they may be properly 
said. In women (young ones at least), peaking accompanies, and ometimes precedes, reflection ; iu 
men, reflection is the antecedent. \Vomen speak to 
shine or to please; men, to convince or confute. 
Women admire what is brilliant; men, what is solid. VI omen prefer an extemporaneou saUy of wit, or a sparkling effusion of fancy, before the most accurate 
reasoning, or the most laborious investigation of facts. Io. literary compo ition, women are pleased with 
point, taro, and aotitliesis; men, with observation,. 
and a just deduction of effects from th eir causes. Women are fond of incident; men, of argument. 
Women admire passionately; men approve caoti
ously. One sex will think it betrays a want of feel
ing to be moderate in their applause; the other will 
be afraid of exposing a want of judgment by being io 
raptures with any thing. 1en r efnse to give way to. 
the emotions they actually feel, while women some-
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times affect to be transported beyond wLat the occa
sion will justify. 

As a further confirmation of what has been ad
vanced on the di!ferr.nt benl of the understanding in 
the sexes, it mav be observed, that we have heard of 
many female wits, but never of one female logician; 
of many adm irab le writers of memoirs, but never of 
one chronologer. In the boundless and aerial regions 
of romance, and in 'that fashionable species of compo
sition which has succeeded it, and which carries a 
nearer approximation to the manners of the world, 
the women. cannot be excelled : this imaginary soil 
they bav-e a peculiar talent for cultivatiug, because 
here 

• In vention labours more, and jurlgmeat less. 

The merit of this kind of writing consi sts in the 
vraisemblance to real li fe as to the events themselves, 
with a certain elevation in th e narrative, which places 
them, if not above what is natural, yet ahove what 
is common. It further consists in the art of interes t
ing the tend er feelings by a pathetic representation 
of those minute, endearing, dom es tic circumstances, 
which take captive the soul before it has time to 
shield itself with the armour of reflection. 'l'o amuse, 
ratLer than to instruct, or to instruct indirectly by 
sh ort inferences, drawn from a long concatenation of 
circumstances, is at once the business of this sort of 
composition, and one of the characteristics of female 
genius * . 

In short, it appears that the mind in each sex bas 
some natural kind of bias, which constitutes a dis-

* The author does not apprehend it m akes nga inst her gene
ra! positi on, that this nation can boast a female critic, poet, 
historian, linguist, philosopher, and mornli t, equal lo mos t of 
the other sex. To these particular instances others might be 
a<l<luced; but it is presumer!, that th ey only stand as excep
tions again,t the rule, without tendiug to invalidate the rule 
i t-,c lf. 
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tinction of character, and that t_he happiness of both 
depends, in a great measure, on the preservation and 
observance of this distinction. For where would be 
the superior pleasure and sati faction resulting from 
mixed conversation, if this difference were abolished? 
If the qualiti es of both were invariably and exactly 
the same, no benefit or entertainment would arise 
from the tedious and insipid uniformity of such an 
intercourse ; whereas considerable advantages are 
reaped from a select society of both sexes. The 
rough angles and asperities of male manners are im
perceptibly ~led, and gi-adually worn smooth by the 
polishing of female conversation, aau tlie refining- of 
female taste; while the ideas of women acquire 
strength and solidity, by their associating with sensi
ble, intelligent, and jndicious men. 

On the whole (even if fame be tbe object of pur
suit), is it not better to succeed as women, than to 
fail as men? To shine, by walkin~ honourably in the 
road which nature, custom, and education seem to 
have marked out, rather tltan to counteract them all, 
by moving awkwardly in a pafu diametrically oppo
site? To be good originals, rather than bad imi
taton? In a word, to be excellent women, rather 
than indifferent men ? 
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VARIOUS SUBJECTS. 

@n 119tf)~ipatfon. 

Doglie certe, allegrezze incerte. 

As an ·argument in favour of modern manners, it bas 
been pleaded, that the softer vices of luxury and dis
sipation belong rather to gentle and yielding tempers, 
than to such as are rugged and ferocious; that they 
are vices which increase civilization, and tend to pro
mote refinement and the cultivation of hun:ianity. 

But thi:; is an assertion, the truth of wbich the ex
perience of all ages contradicts. Nero was not less 
a tyrant for being a fiddler: he * who wished the 
whole Roman people had but one neck, that he might 
dispatch them at a blow, was himself the most de
hauchecl man in Rome; and Sydney and Russell were 
condemned to bl eed under th e most barbarous, though 
most dissipated and voluptuous, reign that ever dis
graced the annals of Britain. 

The love of dissipation is, I believe, allowed to be 
the reigning e11il of the present day. It is an e11il 
wbich many content themselves with regrettin~, with
out seeking to redress. A dissipated life is censured 
in the very act of dissipation , and prodigality of time 

• The Emperor Caligula. 
B 
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is as gravely declaimed against at the card-table, a:s 
in the pulpit. 

But dissipation is too often cultivated as the r ea
diest relief to dom estic infelicity; it draws the mind 
awhile from th e subject of its di stress, aud sulfers it 
to enjoy an interval of ease: but tbis resource is as 
treacherous as it is mom entary, and plunges the mind 
into more r eal distress tban tb at from which it pro
mised to relieve it. 

The lover of dancin g censu res the amusements of 
the theatre for th eir dulness , and the gam_!!s ter blames 
them both for th eir levity . She, wbose whole sou l 
is swallow ed up in opera ecstasies, is a tonished that 
ber acquaintance cau spend whole nights in preying, 
like harpies, on the fortunes of their fe llow creatures ; 
while th e grave sober sinn er, who passes her pale 
and anxions vigi ls in this fashionable sort of pillaging, 
i s no les's surprised bow the other can waste her pre
cious time in hearing sounds for whicb she has no 
taste, in a lan guage she does not understand. 

In short, every one seems convinced, that the ev il 
so mu ch complained of does really exist somewhere, 
though all are inwardly persuaded that it is not with 
themselve . All desire a general reformation, but 
few wi ll listen to proposal of particular amendment; 
the body must be restored, but eacb limb b egs to re
main as it is ; and accusations which con cern all , will 
be likely to affect none. They think that sin, like 
matter, is divisible, and that what is catter ecT among 
so many, cannot materially affect any on e : and thus 
indivi duals contribute separately to that evi l which 
the)' in general-lament. 
• The prevailing manners of an age depend more 
than we are aware, or are willing to allow, on the 
conduct of the women : this is one of the principal 
hinges on wh ich the great machine of buman society 
turns. Those who allow the inOuence wh ich female 
graces have in contributing to polish th e manners of 
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men, would do wel1 to reflect, ho~v great an influence 
female morals riust also have on their conduc;t. How 
much then is it to be regretted, tbat the British ladies 
should ever sit down contented to polish, when they 
are able to reform ; to entertain, when they might in
str"!.lc t ; and t6 dazzle for an hour, when they are can
didates for eternity! 

Under the dispensation of Mahomet's law, indeed, 
these mental exce ll ences cannot be expected, because 
women are shut out from all opportunities of instruc
tion, and excluded from the endearing pleasures of a 
delightful and equal society; and, as a charming poet 
sings, are taaght to believe, that 

For their inferior natures 
Form'd to delight, ancl happy by delighting, 
Heaven has reserv'cl no future paradise, 
But bicls them rove the paths of bliss, secure 
Of total death, and careJe3s of hereafter. 

IRENE. 

These act consistently in studying none but ·exte
rior graces, in cu ltiv at in g only persorral attractions, 
and in frying to lighten the intolerable burden of time, 
by the most frivolous and vain amusements. They act 
in consequence of their own blind belief, and the 
tyranny of their despotic masters; for they have nei
ther the freedom of a present choice, nor the prospect 
of a future being. 

But in this la ad of civi l and religious li berty, where 
there is as little despotism exercised over the minds 
as over the persou · of vrnmen, they h,ave every li
berty of choice, and every opporttwity of improve
ment; and how greatly does tliis increase their obli
gation t o be exeniplary in their geoeral conduct, 
attentive to the e;overnment of their fami lies, and in
strumental to the good onler of society! 

Sbe who is at a loss to find amusements at home, 
can no lon ger apologize for her dissipation abroad, by 
saying she is deprived of the benefit and the pleasure 
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of books; and she who regrets being doomed lo a 
state of dark and gloomy igno rance, by the injust..ice 
or tyranny of the men, complains of an evil wb.ich 
does not exist. , 

It is a question frequently iq the mouths of illi• 
terate and dissipated females, "Vi7bat good is there 
in reading? To what end does it conduce?'' It is, 
Lowever, too obvions to need insisting on, that unless 
perverted, as the hest things may be, reading answers 
many excellent purposes beside the great lead ing one, 
an°d is perhaps the safest remedy for di sipation. She 
who dedicates a portion of her leisure to useful read
ing, feels her mind in a constant progressive state of 
improvement, whilst the mind of a dissipated woman 
is continually losing groa-nd. An active spirit re
joiceth, like the sun, to run his daily course, while in
dolence, like the dial of Ahaz, goes backwards. The 
advantages which the understanding receives from 
polite literature, it is not here necessary to enume
rate; its effects on the moral temper is the present 
object of consideration. The remark may pei·haps 
be thought too strong, but I believe it is true, that 
next to religious influences, a habit of stucly is the 
most p1·obable pre ervative of the virtue of young 
persons. Those who cultivate letters ha;-e rarely a 
strong passion for promiscuoas visiting, or dissipated 
societ_v; study, therefore, indaces a reli h for do
mestic life, the most desirable temper in the world for 
women. Stady, as it rescaes the mind from an inor
dinate fondness for gaming, clre s, and public amuse
ments, is an economical propen ity; for a lady may 
read at much less expeDse than she can play at cards. 
As it requires some application, it gi,,es the miod a 
habit of industry; as it is a relief aga1n t tLat mental 
d isease, wh icL the French emphatically call ennui, it 
cannot fail of being beneficial to the temper and 
sp irits , I mean in the moderate degree in which ladies 
ar-e supposed to use it; as an enemy to indolence, it 
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becomes a social virtue; as i.t demands the foll exer
tion of our talents, it grows a rational duty; and when 
directed to the knowledge of lhe Supreme Being, and 
his laws, it rises iuto an act of religion. 

Tbe rage for reformation commonly shows itself in 
a violent zeal for suppressing what is wrong, rather 
tbao in a prudent attention to establish what is right; 
but we shall never obtain a fair garden merely by 
rooting np weeds, we must also plant nowers; for the 
natural richness of tbe soil we have been clearing 
will not suffer it to lie barren; but whetber it shall 
be vainly or beneficially prolific, depends on tbe cul- 
tare. v'\That the present age has gained on one side, 
by a mm·e enlarged and liberal way of thinking, seems 
to be lost on tbe other, by excessive freedom ancl un
bounded indulgence. Knowledge is not, . as hereto
fore, confined to the dull cloisler, or tbe gloomy col
lege, but disseminated, to a certain degree, among 
both sexes, and almost all ranks. The only misfor
tune is, that these opportunities do not seem to be so 
wisely improved, or turned to so good an account, as 
migbt be wished. Books of a pernicious, idle, and 
frivolous sort, are too much multiplied; and it is 
from the very redundancy of them that true know
ledge is so scarce, and the habit of dissipation so 
much increased. 

It bas been remarked, that the prevailing character 
of the present age is not tl1~t of gross immorality: 
but if this is meant of those in tbe higher walks of 
life__, it is oosy to discern, that there can be but little 
merit in abstaining from crimes wbiob there is but 
little temptation to commit. It is., however, to be 
feared, that a gradual defection from piety will in 
time draw after it all the had consequences of more 
active vice; for whether mounds and fences are sud
denly destroyed by a sweeping torrent, or worn away 
throegh gradual neglect, the elfect is equally destruc
tive. As a rapid fever, and a consuming hectic, are 
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alike fatal to our natural health ; so are flagrant im
morality, and torpid indolence, to our moral well
being. 

The philosophical doctrine of the slow recession of 
bodies from the sun, is a Ii vely image of the reluc
tance with which we first abandon the light of virtue. 
The beginning of folly, and the first entrance on an 
irregular course of life, cost some pangs to a well
disposed heart; but it is surprising to see how soon 
the progress ceases to he_ impeded by reflection, or 
slackened by remorse. F01· it is in moral as iu na
tural things, the motion in minds as well as bodies 
is accelerated by a nearer flpproach to the centre to 
which they are tending . If we recede slowly at first 
setting out, we advance rapidly in oar future course; 
and lo have begun to be wrong, is already to have 
made a great progress. 

A con -taut habit of amusement relaxes the tone 
of the mind, and renders it totally incapable of appli
cation, study, or virtue. Dissipation not only indis
poses its votaries lo every thing usefol and excellent, 
but disqualifies them for the enjoyment of pleasure 
itself. It softens the soul so much, that the most 
superficial employment becomes a labour, and the 
slightest inconvenience an agony. The luxurious Sy
barite must have lost all sense of real enjoyment, aud 
all relish for true gratification, before be complained 
that he could not sleep, because the rose-leaves lay 
double under him. 

Luxury and dissipation, soft and gentle as their ap
proaches are, and silently as .they tlirow their silken 
chains about the heart, enslave it more than the most 
active and turbulent vices . The mightiest conquerors 
have been conquered by the e unarmed foes: the 
flowery fetters are fa_stened before they are fell. The 
blandishments of Circe were fatal to the mariners of 
Ulysses, as well as the cruelty of Polyphemus ancl 
the brutality of the Lrestrigons. Hercules, after he " 
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i:ial cleansed the Augrean stable, and performed 

all the other labours enjoined him by Euristbeus, 

found himself a slave to the softness of the l1 eart; 

and be who wore a cluh and a lion's skin in the cause 

of virtue, condescended to t_he most effeminate em

ployments to gratify a criminal weakness. Haooibal, 

who vanquished mi_ghty nations, was Limself over

come by the love of pleasure; and he who despised 

-cold, and want, and danger, and death, on the Alps, 

was conquered and uudone by the dissolute indul

gences of Capua. 
Before the hero of the most beautiful and virtuous 

romance that ever was written, I mean Telemachus, 

landed on the island of Cyprus, be unfortunately lost 

bis prudent companion, Mentor, in whom w isdom is 

so finely persouified. At first be beheld with horror

the wanton and dissolute manners of the voluptuous 

inhabitants. The ill effects of their example were 

not immediate. He did not fall into tlie commission 

of glaring enormities; but bis virtue was secretly 

and imperceptibly undermined, his heart was softened 

by their pernicious society, and the nerve of resolu

tion was slackened. He every day beheld with dimi

nished indignation the worship which was offered to 

Veuus. The disorders of luxury and profanenes-s 

became less aud less terrible~ and the in fectious air 

of the country enfeebled his courage, and relaxed his 

principles. In short, be had ceased to love virtue 

long before he thought of committing actual vice; aud 

the dt1ties of a manly piety were burdensome to him, 

before be was so debaseil as to o!fe\· perfumes and 

burn incense on tl1e altar of the licentious goddess*. 

• Nothine: can be more a<lm irable than the rn~nner in wfiich 
this allegory is concluctecl; ancl the whole work, not to men
tion its images, machinery, ~ncl other paetical bealllies, is 
written in the very finest strain of morality . In this latter re
apect il is evidently snperior to th e works of th e ancients, the 
moral of which is frequently tainted by llie grossness of their 
mythology. Something of the purity of the Christian reli-
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" Let us· crown ourselves with rose-buds before
they are withered," said Solomon's libertiue. Alas\ 
be did not re(lect that they withered in the very 
gathering. The roses of pleasure seldom last lon g 
enough to .adorn the brow of him who plucks them; 
for they are the only roses which do not retain their 
sweetness after they have lost their beauty. 

The heathen poets often pressed on their readers 
the necessity of considering tbe shortness of life, as 
no incentive to pleasure and voluptuousness, lest the 
season for indulging in them should pass unimproved. 
The dark and uncertain notions, not to say the auso
lute disbelief, which they entertained of a future slate, 
is the only apology that can l,e offered for this reason
ing. But whiJe we censure their tenets, let us not 
adopt their errors; errors which wouJd be infinitely 
more inexcusable in us, who, from the clearer views 
which revelation bas given us, shall not have th eir 
ignorance or their doubts to plead. It were well if 
we availed ourselves of that portion of their precept, 
which inculcates the improvement of every moment 
of our time; hut not, like them, lo dedicate the mo
ments so redeemed to tbe pursuit of sensual and 
perishable pleasures, but to the secu1:ing of those 
which are spiritual in their nature, and eternal in 
their duration. 

If, indeed, like the miserable* heir.gs imagined by 
Swift, with a view to cure us of the irrational desire, 
after immoderate length of days we were condemned 
to a wretched e-arthly immortality, we should have an_ 
excuse for spending some portion of our time in di -
sipation, as we might then pretend, with some colour 
of reason, that we proposed, at a distant period, to 
enter on a better course of action. Or, if we never 

gi on may be rliscovered e,·en in Feuelon's heathens, and they 
catch a tincture of piety in passing _tbroagh the hands of that 
ami;i.ble prelate. 

* The Struldbrugs. See Voyage lo Laputa. 
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formed any such resolution, it would make no mate
rial difference to beings, whose state was already un
alterably fixed. Bat of the scanly portion of days 
assigned to our lot, not one should be lost in weak 
and irresolute procrastination. 

Those who have not yet determined on the side 
of vanity, who, like Hercules, ·(before he knew the 
Queen of Lydia, and bad learned to spin) have not re
solved on their choice between VIRTUE and PLEA
su RE, may_reflect, that it is still in their power to imi
tate that hero in bis noble choice, and in his virtuous 
rejection. They may also reflect with grateful tri
umph, that Christianity furnishes them with a better 
guide than the tutor of Alcides, and with a surer 
light than the docti·ines of pagan philosophy. 

It is far from my design severely to condemn the 
innocent pleasures of life: I would only beg leave 
to observe, that those which are criminal should never 
be allowed; and that even the most innocent will, by 
immoderate use, soon cease to be so. 

The women of this country were not sent into the 
- world to shun society, hut to embellish it: they were 

not designed for wilds and solitudes, but for the 
amiable and endearing offices of social life. They 
have useful stations to fill, and important characters 
to ;;ustain. They are of a religion which does not 
impose penances, but enjoins duties; a religion of 
perfect purity, but of perfect benevolence also. A 
religion which does not condemn its followers to in
dolent seclusion from the world, hut assigns them the 
more dangerous, though more honourable province, of 
living uncorrupted in it. In fine, a religion which 
does r:iot direct them to lly from the multitude, that 
they may do nothing; bat which positively forbids 
them to follow a multitude to do evil. 

B2 
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IT bas been ad vised, and Ly very respectable autho-
1·ities too, that in conversation women should care
fully conceal any , knowledge or learning they may 
happen to possess. I own, with submission, that I 
do not see either tbe necessity or propriety of this 
advice. For if a young lady bas that discretion and 
modesty, without which all knowledge is of little 
worth, sbe wi ll never make ab ostentations parad e of 
it, because she will rnther be intent on acquiring 
more, than ou displaying what she bas. 

I am at a loss to know why a young female · is in
structed to exhibit, in the most advantageous point 
of view, her skill iu music, her singing, dancing, 
t:1.ste in dress, and her acquaintance with the most 
fashionable games a.nd am~sements; while her piety 
is to be anxiously -concealed, and her knowledge af
fected ly disavowed, lest the former should draw on 
her the appellation of au enthusiast, or the latter that 
of a pedant. 

In regard to knowle'dge, why should she for ever 
affect to be on her gaarcl, l est she should be fonnd 
guilty of a small portion of it ? Sbe need be the less 
soli citous about it, as it seldom proves to be so very 
cons iderable as to excite astonishment or admiratio::i: 
for, after all ll.1e acquisitions wbich her talents and 
her studies have enabled her to make, she will, gene
rally speaking, be rouuu to have les of what is called 
learning, than a common schoo l-boy. 

It would be to the last degree presumptuous and 
absurd for a young woman to pretend to give the ton 
lo the company; to inte rrupt tbe pleas ure of others, 
and her own opportunity of improvem ent, by lalkiug 
when she ought to listen; or to introdu ce subjects 
out of the common road, in order to show he r own 
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wit, or expose the want of it in otbers: but were the 
sex to be totally silent when any topic of literature 
happens to be discu ssed in their presence, conversa
tion would lose mucb of its vivacity, and society would 
be robbed of one of ils most interestin g charms. 

How easily and effectually may a well-hred woman 
promote the most useful and elegant conversation, 
almost without speaking a word! for the modes of 
speech are scarcely more variable than the modes of 
si lence. The sil ence of listless ignorance, and the 
silence of sparkling intelligence, are perhaps as se
parately marked, and as di stinctly expressed, as the 
same feeling·s could have been by the JUO, t un equi
vocal language. A woman, in a company where she 
has the least influence, may promote any subject by 
a profound and invariable attention, which shows t.hat 
she is pleased with it, and by an illuminated counte
nance, which proves ~be understands it. Tbis ob
liging attention is the most flattering encouragement 
in the world to men of sense and letters, to continue 
all.J topic of instruction or entertainment they happen 
to be engaged in: it owed its introduction, perbaps, 
io accident, the best introd-uction in the world, for a 
subject of ingenuity, which, though it could not ba,,e 
beeu formally proposed without. pedantry, may be 
continued with · ease and good humour; but which 
will be frequently and effectually stopped by the list
lessness, inattention, or whisperin g of silly girls, 
whose weariness betrays t.beir ignorance, and whose 
impatience ex poses their ill-breeding. A polite man, 
however deeply interested in the subject on which be 
is eonversing, catches at t.be slightest hint to have 
done : a look is a sufficient intimation; and if a pretty 
simpleton who sits near l,im seems clislraile, be puts 
au e11d to his remarks, to the great regret of the rea
sonable part oftbe company, who perhaps might have 
gained more improvement by the continuance of such 
a conversation, than a week 's reading would have. 
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yieldecl them; for it is such company· as this, that 
gives an edge to each other's wit, "as iron sharp
eneth iron." 

That silence is one of the great arts of conversation 
is allowed by Cicero himself, who says, there is not 
only an art, but even au eloquence in it. And this 
opinion is confirmed by a great modern*, in the fol
lowing little anecdote from one of the ancients. 

When many Grecian philosophers bad a solemn 
meeting before the ambassador of a foreign prince, 
each endeavoured to show his parts by the brilliancy 
of his conversation, that the ambassador might have 
something to 1'elate of th e Grecian wisdom. One of 
them, offended, no doubt, at the loquacity of his com
panions, observed a profound silence; when the am
bassador, turning to bill\, asked, "Bot what have ' 
you to say, that I may report it?" He macle this 
laconic, but very pointed reply: " Tell your king, 
that you have found one among the Greeks wbo knew 
bow to be silent." 

Th ere is a quality infinitely more intoxicating to 
the female mind than knowledge; this is wit, th e 
most captivating, but the most dreaded of all talents: 
the most dangerous to those who have it, a_nd the 
most feared by those wbo have it not. Though it is 
against all tbe rules, yet I cannot Jind in my heart to 
abuse this cbarming quality. He who is grown rich 
without it, in safe and soher dulness, shuns it as a 
disease, and looks upon poverty as its invariable con
comitant. The moralist declaims- against it as the 
source of irreguJarity, and the frugal citizen dreads it 
more than bankruptcy itself, for he considers it as the 
parent of extravagance and beggary. The Cynic will 
ask of what use it is? Of 1•ery little perhaps: no 
more is a flower garden, and yet it is allowed as an 
object of innocent amusement and delightful rer.rea
tion. A woman, who possesses this quality, has re-

• Lord Bacon. 
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ceived a most dangerous pre~ent, perbaps not less so 
tban beauty itself: especially i [it be uot sheathed in 
a temper peculiarly inoffens ive, chast ised by a most 
correct judgment, and restrained by more prudence 
tLan falls to tbe common lot. 

Tbis talent is more likely to make a woman vain 
than knowledge; for as wit is the immediate property 
of its possessor, and learning is only an acqnaintance 
with the knowledge of other people, tL ere is much 
more danger, that we should be vain of what is our 
own, than of what we borrow. 

But wit, like learn ing, is not near so common a 
thing as is imagined. Let not thei:efore a young lady 
be alarmed at the acuteness of her own wit, any more 
than at the abnnrlance of her own knowledge. The 
great danger is, lest she should mistake pertness, 
flippancy, or imprudence, for this brilliant quality, or 
imagine she is witty, only because sbe is indiscreet. 
This is very frequently the case; and this makes the 
name of wit so cheap, while its real existence is so 
rare. 

Lest the flattery of her acquaintance, or an over
weening opinion of her own qualifications, should 
lead some vain and petulant girl into a false notion 
that she has a great deal of wit, when she has only a 
redundancy of animal spirits, she may not find. it use
less to attend to the definition of this quality, by one 
who bad as large a portion of it as most individuals 
could ever boast: 

'Tis not a tale, 'tis not a j est, 
Adlnir'd wilh laughter at a fcnst, 

Nor ftori(I talk, wbicb can that li1le gain, 
The proofs of wit for ever must remain. 

Neither can th at have any place, 
At which a virgin hides her face; 

Snch dross the fire must purge ~way; ' tis just, 
The author blush there, where the reader must. 

COWLEY. 

Bu.t those who actually possess this rare talent, 
cannot be too abstinent in the use of it. It often 
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makes admirers,_ but it never makes friends; I mearr, 
where it is the predominant feature; and the unpro
tected and defenceless state of womanhood calls for 
friendship more tban for admiration. She who does 
not desire friends has a sordid a11d insensible soul; 
but she wbo is ambitious of making every man her 
admirer, bas an invincible vanity and a cold heart. 

But, to dwell only on the side of policy, a prudent 
woman, who has established the repula\ion of some 
genius, will suniciently maintain it, without keeping 
her faculties always on the stretch to sny good things. 
Nay, if reputation alone be her object, she will g·ain a 
more solid one by her forbearance, as the wiser part 
of her acquaintance will ascribe it to the right motive, 
which is, not that sbe bas less wit, but that she bas 
more juugment. 

T11e fatal fondness of indulging a spirit of ridicule, 
and 1he injurious and irreparable coos_equences which ' 
some~imes attend the too JJrom1Jt reply, can never be 
condemned more severe!)' than it deserves. Not to . 
offend, is the first step towards pleasing. To give 
pain is as much an offence. against humanity, as against 
good Lreeding; and surely it is as well to abstain from 
an action .because it is sinful, as because it is unpolite. 
In compan)', )'Oung ladies would do well, before they 
speak, to reflect, if what they are r;oiog to say may not 
distress some worthy person present, ·by wounding 
them in fbeir person , families, conn exions , or reli
gious opinions. If th ey find it will touch them in 
either of these, I should advise them to suspect, that 
w Lat t bey were going to say is not so very good a 
thing as they at first imagined. Nay, if e,·en it was 
one of tbose bright ideas, which V enus has imbued 
with a fifth JJart of her nectar, so much greater will 
· be their merit in suppressing it, if there was a proba-
bilit)' it might offend. Indeed, if they have the tem
per and prudenc~ to make such & previo.us r eflectjon, 
tliey " ·m be more richly rewarded by their owp iu• 
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ward triumph, at having suppressed a lively but se
vere remark, than they could bave been with the dis ~ 
semb]ed applauses of the whole company, who, with 
that corn plaisant deceit, which good breeding too 
much authorizes, affect openly to admire, what they 
secretly resolve never to forgive . 

I have always been delighted with tl1e story of the 
little girl's eloquence, in on e of the children's tales, 
who received from a friendly fairy th e gift, that at 
eve1·y word she uttered, pinks, roses, diamonds, and 
pearls, should drop from her mouth. The hidden 
moral appears to be this, that it was the sweetness of 
her temper which produced this pretty fanciful effect: 
for when her malicious sister desired the same gift 
from the good-natured tiny intelligence, the venom of 
her own heart converted it into poisonous anu loath
some reptiles. 

A mau of sense and breeding will sometimes join in 
the laugh, which has been raised at his expense by an 
i!l-na!nred repartee; but if it was very cutting, and 
one of those shocking sort of truths, which as they 

-can scarcely be pardoned even in private, they ought 
never to be uttered in public, he does not laugh be
cause he is-l!lleased, but because he wishes to conceal 
how much he is hurt . As the sarcasm was uttered by 
a lady, so far from seeming to resent it, he will be the 
first to commend it; but notwithsfanding that, he will 
remember it as a trait of malice, whe n the whole com
pany shall have fm·gotten it as a -stroke of wit. Wo
men are so far from being privileged by-their sex to 
say uuhandsome or cruel things, th at it is this ,,e ry 
circum tance which 1,enders them more intolerable. 
When the arrow is lodg-ed in the heart, i~ is no relief 
to him who is wounded to reflec t, that the hand which 
shot it was a fair one. 

l\Iany women, when they hav e a favoarite poinf to 
gain, or an ea rnes t wish to bring- any one over to their 
opinion, often use a ,·e!·y disingenuous m·~tbod : th~y 
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will state a case ambiguously, and then avail them
selves of it, in whatever manner shall best answer 
Hleir purpose ; leaving your mind in a state of inde
cision as to their real meaning,,wbile they triumph in 
the perplexity they have given you by the unfair con
clusions they draw, from premises equivocally stated. 
They will also frequently argue from exceptions in
stead of rules, and are astonished when you are. not 
will ing to be contented with a prejudice, instead of a 
reason. 

In a sensible company of both sexes, where women 
are not restrained by any other reserve than what 
their natural modesty imposes; and where th e inti
macy of all parties authorizes the utmost freedom of 
communication ; should any one inquire what were 
the general sentiments on some particular subject, it 
will, I believe, commonly happen, that the ladies, 
whose imaginations have kept pace with the narra
tion, have anticipated its end, and are r eady to deliver 
their sentiments on it as soon as it is finished: while 
some of the male hearers, whose minds were busied 
in settling the propriety, comparing the circumstances, 
and examining the consistencies of ,,•hat was said, are 
obliged to pause and discriminate, before they think 
of answering. Nothing is so embarrassing as a variety 
of matter; ancl the conversation of women is often 
more perspicuous, because it is less labo ured. 

A man of deep reOection, if be does not keep up 
an intimate commerce wilb the world, wi ll be some
times so entangled in the int ricacies of intense thought, 
that be will Lave the appearance of a confused an<l. 
perplexed express ion ; while a sprightly woman will 
extricate herself with that lively and "ra h dex
terity," which will almost always please, though it is 
very far from being always right. It is easier to con
found than to convince an opponent; the former may 
be effected b_v a turn that bas more happiness than 
truth in it. Many an excellent reasoner, well skilled 
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in th-e theory of the schools, has felt himself discom
fited by a reply, which, though as \V ide of the mark, 
and as foreign to the question, as cau be conceived, 
l1as disconcerted him more than the most startling pro
position, or the mo t accurate chain of reasoning could 
have don,e; and he bas borne the laugh of his fair an
tagonist, as well as of the whole company, though he 
could not hut feel, that his own argument was attended 
with the fullest demonstration : so true is it, that it is 
not always necessary to be right, in order to be ap
plauded. 

But let not a young lady's vanity J;>e too much elated 
with tbis false applause, which is given not to_ her 
merit, but to her sex: she Las not perhaps gained a 
victory, though she may be allowed a triumph; and 
it should huwbJe her to renect, that the tribute is 
paid, not to her strcngtb, but her weakness. It is 
worth while to discriwinate between that applause 
which is given in the complaisance of oth.:rs, and that 
wbicb is paid to our o\Vn merit. 

Where great sprightliness is the natural bent of the 
temper, girls should endeavour to ha Li tu ate them
selves to a cu tom of observing, thinking, and reason
ing. I do not mean, that th ey should devote tliem
sel ves to abstruse speculation, or the study of logic ; 
but she who is accustomed to give a due arrangement 
to her thoughts, to r easoIJ justly and pertinently on 
common affairs, and judiciously to deduce effects from 
their causes, will b.e a better logician than some of 
those who claim the name, because they Lave studied 
the art: this is being " learned without th e rules;" 
the best definition, perhaps, of that sort of literature 
which is properest for the sex. That species of know
ledge which appears to be the result of reilection rather 
ihan of science, sit peculiarly well on women. It is 
not uncommon to .find a lady wlio, though she does 
not know a rule of syntax, scarcely ever violates one; 
and who co11structs every sentence she 1,1t(ers with 
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more propriety than many a learned. dunce, who has 
every rule of Aristotle by IJeart, and who can lace bis 
own threadbare discourse with the golden shreds of 
Cicero and Virgil. 

It bas been objected, and I fear with some reason, 
that female conversation is too frequently tinctured 
with a censorious spirit, and that ladies are seldom 
apt to discover much tenderness for the errors of a 
fallen sister. 

If it be so, it is a grievoas fault. 

No arguments can justify, no pleas can extenuate it. 
To insult over the miseries of an unhappy creature,is 
inhuman ; not to cGmpassionate them is unchristian. 
The worthy part of the sex al ways express themselves 
.humanely on lbe fail in gs of others, in proportion to 
their own undeviating goodness . 

And here I cannot help remarking, that young wo
men do not always carefully distinguish between run
ning into the error of detraction, and its opposite 
extreme of iDdiscriminate applause. This proceeds 
from the false idea they entertain, that the direct con
trary to what is wrong must be right. Thus the dread 
of being only suspected of oue fault makes them ac
tually guilty of another. The desire of avoiding the 
imputation of envy, impels them to be insincere. ; and 
to establish a reputation for sweetness of temper <!nd 
genero ity, they affect sometimes to speak of very 
indifferent characters with the most extravagant ap
plause. With such the hyperbole is a favourite figure; 
and every degree of comparison, but the superlative, 
is rejected as cold aDd inexpressive. But this habit 
of exaggeration great ly weakens their credit, and de
stroys the weight of their opinion on other occasions; 
for people very soon <liscover what degree of faith is 
to be given both to th eir judgment and their veracity. 
And those of real merit will no more be flattered by that 
flpprobation, which cannot distinguish the value of 
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what it praises, than the celebrated painter must have 
been at the judgment passed on his works by an igno
rant spectator, who being asked what he thought of 
such and such very capital but very di!ferent pieces, 
cried out in an affected rapture, "All alike! all alike!" 

It bas been proposed to the young as a maxim of 
supreme wisdom, to manage so dexterously in con
versation as to appear to be well acquainted with sub
jects, of which they are totally ignorant; and tbis, by 
affecting si lence in regard to those on which they are 
known to excel. But why counsel this disingenuous 
fraud? Why add to the numberless arts of deceit, this 
practice of deceiving, as it were, on a settled prin
cii,le? If to disavow the knowledge they really have 
be a culpable affectation, then certainly to insinuate 
an idea of their skill where they are actually ignorant, 
is a most unworthy artifice. 

But of all the qualifications for conversation, humi
lity, if not the most brilliant, is the safest, the most 
amiable, and the most feminine . Tile affectation of 
introducing subjects, with which others are unac
quainted, and of displaying talents superior to the rest 
of the company, is as dangerous as it is foolish. 

There are many who never cau forgive another for 
being more agreeable and more accomplished than 
themselves, and who can pardon any o!fence rather 
than an eclipsing merit . Had the IJightingale in the 
fable conquered his vanity, and resisted the tempta
tion of showing a fine voice, he might have escaped 
the talons of the Lawk. The melody of his singing 
was the cause of his destruction : his merit brought 
him into danger, and his vanity cost him bis life. 
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Envy came next, Envy with squinting eyes, 
Sick of a strange disease, his neighbour•~ health; 
Best th en he lives when any better dies, 
ls never poor but in another's wealth: 
On )Jest mea's harms and griefs he feerls his fil I, 
Else his owu maw doth eat with sµ itefull will, 
Ill must the temper be, where diet is so ill, 

Fletc!ter's Purple Island. 

"ENVY (says Lord Bacon) bas no holidays." There 
cannot, p erhaps, be a more likely and striking descrip
tion of the miserable state of mind those endure, who 
are tormented with this vice. A spirit of em ul ation 
bas been supposed to be the source of the greates t im
provements; and there is no doubt but the warmest 
rivalsliip will produce th e most excellent effects; but 
it is to be feared, that a perpetualstate of contest will 
injw:e the temper so essentially, that-the mischief will 
bnrdly be counterbalanced by any other ad vantages.
Those whose progress is the most rapid will be apt to 
despise their Jess successful competitors, who, in re
turn, will feel the bittere.stresentment against their more 
fortunate rivals. Among persons of real goodness, 
this j-ealousy and contempt can never be equally felt, 
because every advancement in piety will be attended 
with a proportionable increase of humility, which will 
lead them to contemplate their own improvements with 
modesty, and to view with charity the miscarriages of 
others. 
. Vlhen an envious man is melancholy, one may a k 
him in the words of Bion, what evil has befallen him
self, or what good ha happened lo another? This last 
is the scale by which he principally measures his feli
city, and the very smiles of his friends are so many 
deductions from bis own happine s. The wants of 
others are the standard by which be rates his ow11 en.-
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joyments, and be estimates his- -ri-ches, not ~o much by 
bis own possessions, as by the necessities of his neigh
bours. 

When the malevolent intend to strike a very deep 
aud dangerous stroke of malice, they generally begin 
the most remotely in the world from the subject near
est tbei.r hearts. They set out with commending the 
object of their envy for some trifling quality or ad
vautage, which it is scarcely worth while to possess: 
they next prnceed to make a general profession of 
their own good will, and a regard for him; thus art
fully removing any suspicion of their design, and 
clearing all obstructions for the insidious stab they 
are about to give ; for who will suspect them of an 
intention to injure the object of their peculiar and 
professed esteem? The hearer's belief of the fact 
grows rn proportion to the seeming reluctance with 
which it is told, and to the conviction he bas, that the 
relater is not influenced by any private pique, or per
sonal resentment; but that the confession is extorted 
from him sorely against. bis inclination, and p-urely 011 

accoUllt of his zeal for truth. 
Anger is less reasonable and more sincere than 

envy. Anger breaks out abruptly: envy is a great 
prefacer. Anger wi-sbes to be understood at onee: 
envy is fond of remote hints and ambiguities; but, 
obscure as its oracles are, it never ceases to deliver 
them till they are perfectly comprehended. Anger
repeats the same circumstances over again : envy in
vents new ones at every fresh recital. Anger gives 
a broken, vehement, and interrupted narrative: envy 
tells a more consistent, and more probable, thongh a 
falser tale. Anger is excessively imprudent, for it is 
impalient to disclose every thing it knows: envy is 
discreet, for it has a great deal to hide. Anget· never 
~onsults times or seasons : envy waits for the lucky 
moment, when the wound it meditates may be ma_de 
the most exquisitely painful, and the most incurably 
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deep. Anger uses more invective: envy does more 
mischief. Simple anger soon rans itself out of breath, 
and is exhausted at the end of its tale; but it is for 
that chosen period that envy bas treasured np tLe 
most barbed arrow in its whole quiver. Anger pnts 
a man out of himself; but the truly malicious gene
rally preserve the appearance of self-possessi.011, or 
they could not so effectually injure. The angry man 
sets out by destroying bis whole credit with you at 
once, for he very frankly confesses bis abhorrence 
and detestation of-the ouject of his abuse; while the 
envious man carefolly suppresses all bis own share in 
the affair. The angry man defeats the end of his 1·e
sen tment, by keeping himself continually before your 
eyes, instead of his enemy; while the envious man 
artfully brings forward the object of bis malice, and 
keeps himself out of ,sight. The angry man talks . 
loudly of his own wrongs : the envious, of his ad ver
sary's injustice . A pas ionate person, if his resent
ments are not complicated with malice, divides bis 
time between sinning and sonowiog ; and, as the 
irascible passions cannot constantly be at work, bis 
heart may sometimes get a holiday. Anger is a vio
lent act: envy, a constant habit. No one can be 
always angry; but be may be always envious . Au 
angry man's enmity ( if he he generous) will subside 
when the object of bis resentment becomes unfor
tunate; but the envious man can extract food from 
bis malice out of calamity itself, if he finds bis adver
sary bears it with dignity, or is pitied or assisted in 
it. The rage of the pas6ionate man is totally extin
guished by th e death of his enemy; but tlie hatred of 
the malicious is not buried even in the grave of his 
1·ival: he will envy the good name be has left behind 
him; he will envy him the tears of his widow, the 
prnsperity of bis children, tbe esteem of his friends, 
the praises of his epitaph, nay, the very magnificence 
of his funeral. 
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"The ear of jealousy heareth all things," says the 
wise man ;-frequently, I believe, more than is'uttered, 
wbich makes tbe company of persons infected with it 
still more dangerous. 

When you tell those of a malicious turn, any cir
cumstance that bas happened to another, though they 
perfectly know of whom you are speaking, they often 
affect to be at a loss, to t'orget bis name, or to misap
prehend you in some respect or other; and tbis 
mer,1ily to have an opportunity of slily gratifying their 
malice by mentioning some unhappy defect or personal 
infirmity be laboars under; and not contented " to 
tack his every error to his name," they will, by fur
ther explanation, have recourse to the faults of his 

· father, or the misfortunes of his family; and this with 
all the seeming simplicity and candour in the world, 
merely for the sake of preventing mistakes, and to 
clear up every doubt of bis identity. If you are 
speaking of a lady, for instance, they will perhaps 
embellish their inquiries, by asking if you meau her, 
whose great grandfather was a bankrupt, though she 
has the vanity 'to keep a chariot, while others who are 
much better born walk on foot? Or they will after
wards recollect, that you may possibly mean her cou
sin, of the same name, whose motlier was suspected 
of such or such all iDdiscretion, though the daughter 
bad the lllck to make ber fortune by marrying, while 
her betters are overlooked. 

To hint_at a fault does more mischief than speak
ing out; for whateve1· is left for the imagination to 
finish will not fail to be overdone; every hiatus will 
be more than filled up, and every pause more than 
supplied. There is less malice, aud less mischief too, 
in telling a man' s name than the initial_s of it; as a 
wortliier person may be involved in the most disgrace
ful su picions by such a dangerous ambiguity. 

It is not uncommon for the envious, after Laving 
attempted to deface the fairest character so industri-
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ously- tLat they are afraid you will begin to detect 
their malice, to endeavour to remove your suspicions 
effectually, by assuring yon, -that what they have just 
related is only the popular opinion ; they themselves 
can never believe things are so had as they are said 
to he ; for th eir part, it is a rule with them al ways to 
,hope the best. It is their way never to believe or 
nport ill of any one. They will, however, mention 
-the story in all companies, that they may do their 
friend the service of -protesting their disbelief of it. 
More reputations are thus hinted away by false friends, 

1:han are openly destroyed by public enemies. An if, 
or a but, or a mortified look, or a -languid ,defence, or 
an ambiguous shake of the b ead, or a hasty word 
affectedly reca1led, will demolish a character more 
effectually, than the whole artillery of malice when 
openly levelled against it. 

It is not that envy never praises. No: that wo11ld 
be making a public profession of itself, and advertis
ing its own malignity; whereas the greatest success 
of its efforts d epends on the concealment of tbe;r end. 
When envy intends to strike a stroke of MacLiavelian 
policy, it sometimes affects the -language of the most 
exaggerated applause ; though it generally takes care 
that the subject of its panegyr~c shall be a very indif
ferent and common character, so that it is well aware 
none of its praises will stick. 

It is the unhappy nature of envy not to be con
tented with positive misery, but to be continually ag
gravating its own torments, by comparing them with 
the felicities of others. The eyes of e nvy are p er
,petually fixed on the object which disturbs it, nor can 
it avert them from it, though to procure itself the 
.relief of a temporary forgetfulness. On seeing the 
-innocence of the first pair, 

A : i<le Lhe rle"il turn·a, 
For envy, yet with j ea lous leer malig n, 
.E_yed them askance. 
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As this enormous sin chiefly instigated the revolt, 
and brought on the ruin of the angelic spirits, so it is 
not improbable, that it will be a principal instrument 
of misery in a future world, for the envious to com
pare their desperate condition with the happiness of 
the children of God ; and to heighten their actual 
wretchedness by reflecting on what they have lost. 

Perhaps envy, like lying and ingratitude, is prac
tised with more frequency, because it is practised 
w~th impunity ; but there being no human laws against 
these crimes, is so far from an inducement to commit 
them, that this very consideration would be sufficient 
to deter the wise and good, if all others were ineffec
tual; for of bow heinous a nature must those sins 
be, which are judged above the reach of human pu
nishment, and are reserved for the final justice of 
God himself! 

ON THE DA NGER or 

~entimental ot ~omantic QConnerion~. 
AMONG the many evils which prevail under the sun, 
the abuse of words is not the least considerable. By 
the i'nfluence of time, and the ·perversion of fashion, 
the plainest and most uuequivocal may be so altered, 
as to have a meaning assigned them almost diametri
cally opposite to th eir original signification. 

The present age may be termed, by way of dis
tinction, the age of sentiment; a word which, in the 
implication it now bears, was unknown to our plain 
ancestors. Sentiment is the varnish of virtue to con
ceal the deformity of vice; and it is not uncommon 
for the same persons to make a jest of religion, to 
break through the most solemn ties and engagements, 
to practise every art of latent fraud and open seduc-

e 
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tion, and yet to Yalue themselves on speaking and 
writing sentimentally. ' 

But this refined jargon, which has infested letters, 
and tainted morals, is chiefly admired and adopted by 
·young ladies of a certain turn, who read sentimental 
l,ooks, "nite sentimental letters, and contract senti
mental fri endships. 

Error is ne,,er likely to do so much mischief as 
when it disguises its real tendency, and puts on an 
engaging and attractive appearance. Many a youni 
woman, who would he shocked at the imputation of 
an intrigue, is extremely flattered at the idea of a 
sentimental connexion, though perhaps with a dan
gerous and designing man, \-·vho, by putting on this 
mask of plausibility and •v irtu e, disarms her of her 
prudence, lays her apprehensions asleep, and in volves 
her in misery: rniser_v th e more inevitable because 
unsuspected. For she who apprehends uo danger, 
will not thi nk it necessary to be always upon lier 
guard; but will rather invite th an avoid the nli°n 
which comes under so specious and so fair a form. 

Such an engagement will be in~nitely dearer to 
lier vanity ihan an avowed and autho ri zed attach
ment ; for one of those sentimental lovers will not 
scruple very seriously to assure a credulous girl, that 
h~r unparalleled merit ent itl es her to the adora!i_on of 
th_e whole world, and. tbat the universal l1omage of 
mankind is nothing more than the unavoidable tribut-e 
extorted by her charms. No wonder then she should 
be easily prevailed on to believe, that an individual 
is captivated by perfections whicli mi ght enslave a 
million. But she should rellect, that be who endea
vours to intoxicate her with adalution, intends one 
day most effectually to humble her. For an artful 
man lias al ways a secret design to pay himself in 
future for every present sacrifice. And this pTodi
gality of praise, which be now appears to lavisb with 
such thoughtless profusion, is, in fact, a sum econo-
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rnica11y laid out to supply bis future necessities: of 
this sum be keeps an exact estimate, and promise11 
himself, at some distant day, the most exorbitant in
terest for it. , Jf he bas address and conduct, and 
the object of l1is pursuit much vanity and some sen
sibility, be seldom fails of success; for so powerful 
will be bis ascendency over Ler mind, that she will 
soon adopt bis notions and opinions. Indeed it is 
more than probable she possessed most of them be
fore, having gradually acquired them in her initiation 
into the sentimental character. To maintain that cha
racter with dignity and propriety, it is necessary that 
she should entertain the most elevated ideas of dis
proportionate alliances and disinterested love; and 
consider fortune, rank, an·d reputation, as mere chi
merical distinctions and vulgar prejudices. 

Tbe lover. deeply versed in all the obliquities of 
fraud, and skilled to wind himself into every avenu.e l 
of the heart which indiscretion has left unguarded, 
soon discovers on which side it is most accessible. 
He avails himself of this weakness by addressing her 
in a language exactly consonant to be~ own ideas. 
He attacks her with lier own weapons, and opposes 
rhapsody to sentiment. He professes so sovereign a 
contempt for the paltry concerns of money, that she 
thinks it her duty to reward him for so generous a 
renunciation. Every plea be artfully advances of bis 
own unworthiness, is considered hy her as a fresh 
demand wLich her gratitude must answer. And she 
makes it a point of honour to sacrifice to him that 
fortune which be is too noble to regard . These pro
fessions of humility are the common artifice of tbe 
vain, and these protestations of generosity th e refug-0 
of the rapacious. And among its many smooth mis
chiefs, it is one of the sure and su ccessful frauds of 
sentiment, to affect tbe most frigid indifference to 
those external and pecuniary advantages, which it iii 
its great and real object to obtain . 
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A sentimental girl very rarely entertains any doubt 
of her personal beau ty; for she bas been daily accus
tomed to contemplate it herself, and to hear of it 
from others. She will not, therefore, be very solicit
ous for the confirmation of a truth so self-evident ; 
bat she suspects, that her pretensions to understand
ing are more likely to be disputed, and for that rea
son, greedily devours every compliment offered to 
those perfections, which are less obvious and more 
refined. She is persuaded, that men need only open 
their eyes to decide on her beauty, while it will be 
the most convincing proof of the taste, sense, and 
elegance of her admirer, that he can discern and flat
ter those qualities in · her. A man of the character 

.here supposed, will easily insinuate himself into her 
affections, by means of this lateut bat leading foible, 
which may be called the guiding clue to 11 sentimental 

· heart. He will affect to overlook that beauty which 
attracts common eyes, and ensnares common hearts, 
while he will bestow the most delicate praises on the 
beauties of her mind, and finish the climax of adula
tion, by hinting that she is superior to it. 

And when he tells her she hates flattery, 
She says she does, being then most flatter'd . 

But nothin g, in general, can. end less delightfally 
than these sublime attachments, even where no acts 
of seduction were ever practised, but they are suffer
ed, like mere sublunary connexions, to terminate in 
tbe vulgar catastrophe of marriage. That wealth, 
which lately seemed to be looked on with ineffable 
contempt by the lover, now appears to be the prin
cipal attraction in the eyes of the husband; and be, 
who bat a few short weeks before, in a transport of 
sentimental generosity, wished her to have been a 
village maid, with no portion but her crook and her 
beauty, and that they might spend their days in pas
toral love and innocence together, has now lost all 
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relish for the Arcadian life, or any other life in which 
she must be his companion. 

On toe otuer hand, she who was lately 

An angel call'd, and angel-like ador'd, 

is shocked to find herself at once stripped of all her 
celestial attributes. This late divinity, who scarcely 
yielded to her sisters of the sky, now finds herself of 
less importance in the esteem of the man she has 
chosen, than any other mere mortahvoman. No longer 
is she gratified with the tear of counterfeited pas
sion, the sigh of dissembled rapture, or the language 
of premeditated adoration. No longer is tLe altar ot 
her vanity loaded with the oblations of fictitious fond
ness, the incense of.falsehood, or the sacrifice of flat
tery. Her apotheosis is ended! She feels herself de
graded from the dignities and privileges of a goddess, 
to all the imperfections, vanities, and weaknesses of 
a slighted woman, and a neglected wife. Her faults, 
which were so lately overlooked, or mistaken for vir
tues, are now, as Cassius says, set ·n a note-book. 
The passion, which was vowed eternal, lasted only a 
few short weeks ; and the indl:fference, which was so 
far from being included iu the bargain, that it was 
not so much as suspected, follows them through the 
whole tiresome journey of their insipid, vacant, joy
less existence. 

Thus much for the completion of the sentimental 
history. If we trace it back to its beginning, we 
shall find that a damsel of this cast had her head ori
ginally tamed by pernicious reading, and her insanity 
confirmed by imprudent friendships. She never fails 
to select a beloved confidante of her own turn and 
humour, though, if she can help it, not quite so hand
some as herself. A violent intimacy ensues, or, to 
speak the language of sentiment, an intimate union of 
souls immediately takes place, which is wrought to 
the highest pitch by a secret and voluminous oorres-
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pondence, thou gh they live in the same street, or per
haps in tbe same honse. This is tbe fuel which prin
cipally feeds and supplies the dangerous Jlame of 
sentiment. In tliis correspondence the two friends 
encourage each oiher in the falsest notions irnagiu-

. able. They represent romantic lov e as the great im
portant business of human life, and describe all tbe 
other concerns of it as too low and paltry to merit 
the attention of such elevated beings, and fit only to 
employ the daughters of the plodding vulgar. Jn 
these letters, family affairs are misrepresented, family 
secrets divulged, and farui ly misfortunes aggravated. 
They are filled with vows of eternal amity, and pro
testations of uever-ending lov e. But interjections 
and quotations are the principal embellishments of 
these very sublime epistles. Every panegyric con
tained in them is extravagant and by)!erbolical, and 
every censure exaggerated and excessive. In a fa
vourite, every frailty is heigl1tened into a perfection, 
and in a foe degraded into a crime. The dramatic 
poets, especially the most tender and roma~tic, are 
quoted in almost every line, and every sublirue or 
pathetic thought is forced to give up its natural and 
obvious meaning, and with all the riolence of misap
plication, is compelled to suit some circumstance of 
imaginary woe of the fair transcriber. Alicia is not 
too mad for her heroics, nor Monimia too mild for her 
soft emotions . 

Fathers have flinty hearts is an expression worth 
an empire, and is always used with peculiar emphasis 
and enthusiasm. For a favourite topic of these epis
tles is th e groveling spir it and sordid tern per of the 
parents, who wi ll be sure to find no quarter at the 
hands of their daughters, should they presume to be 
so unreasonable as to direct their oourse of reading, 
interfere in tbeir choice of friends, or interrupt their 
very important conespondence. But as these young 
ladies are fertile in expedients, and as their gen ius i~ 
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never more a11;reeably exercised than in finding re
sources, they are not wi thout their secret exu l tation, 
in case either of the above interesting events should 
happen, as they carry with them a certain air of 
tyranny and persecution wh ich is very delightfol. 
For a prohibited correspondence is one of the gi:eat 
incidents of a sentimental life, and a letter clandes
tinely received, the supreme felicity of a sentimental 
lady . 

Nothing can equal the astonishment of these soar
inF; spirits, when their plain friends or prudent re
lations presume to remonstrate with them on any 
impropriety in their conduct. But if these worthy 
people happen to be somewhat advanced in life, their 
contempt is then a litt le softened by pity, at the re
flection that such ,·ery antiquated poor creatures 
should pretend to judge what is fit or unfit for ladies 
of their great refinement, sense, and read ing. They con
sider them as wretches utterly ignorant of the sublime 
pleasures of a delicate and exalted passion, as tyrants 
whose authority is to be contemned, at1d as spies 
whose vigilance is to be eliicled. The prudence of 
these worthy friends tl1ey term suspicion, and the:r 
experience, dotage . For they are persuaded, that 
the face of things has so totally changed siuce their 
parents were yonng, that tliough they might then 
judge tolerably for tliemselves, yet they are now 
(with all their advantages of knowledge and observa
tion) by no means qualified to direct their more en
lightened daughters; who, if they liave made a great 
progress in the sentimental walk, will no more be 
inOuenced by the advice of their mother, than they 
would go abroad in her laced pinner or her brocade 
suit. 

But young people never show their folly and igno
rance more conspicuously, than by this ove\'-con
fidence in the ir own judgment, and this haughty dis
dain of the opinion of those who have known more 
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days. Youth has a quickness of apprehension, which 
it is ,ery apt to mistake for an acuteness of penetra
tion. But youth, like cunning, though very conceit
ed, is very short-sighted, and never more so than 
when it disregards the instructions of the wise, and 
the admonitions of the aged. The same vices and 
follies influenced the human heart in their day, which 
influence it now, and nearly in the same manner. One 
who well knew the world and its various vanities has 
said, " The thing which hath been, it is that which 
shall be; and that which is done is th at which shall 
Le done; and there is no new thing under the sun." 

It is also a part of the sentimental character to 
imagine that none but the young and the beautiful 
have any right to the plea ores of society, or even to 
the common benefits and blessings of life. Ladies of 
this turn also affect t.he most lofty disregard for use
ful qualiti es and domestiQ virtues; and this is a 
natural consequence: for as this sort of sentiment is 
only a weed of idleness; she wbo is constantly and 
usefully employed, has neither leisure nor propensity 
to cultivate it. 

A sentimental lady principally values herself on 
the enlargement of her notions, and her liberal way 
of thinking. This superiority of soul chiefly manifests 
itself in the contempt of those minute delicacies, and 
little decorums, which, trifling as they may be thought, 
tend at once to dignify the character, and to restrain 
the levity of the younger part of the sex. 

Perhaps the error here complained of originates 
in mistaking sentiment and principle for each other. 
Now I conceive them to be extremely different. Sen
timent is the virtue of ideas, and principle the virtue 
of action, Sentiment has its seat in the bead, prin
ciple in the heart. Sentiment suggests fine harangues 
and subtle -distinctions; principle conce ives just no
tions, and performs good actions, in consequence of 
them. Sen timent refines away tu e simplicity of truth 
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and the plainness of piety ; and, as a celebrated wit* 
has remarked of his no less celebrated conterup~rary, 
gives as virtue in words, and vice in deeds. Senti
ment may be called the Athenian, who knew what was 
right; and principle, the Lacedemonian, who prac
tised it. 

Bat these qualities will be better exemplified by ,,, 
an attentive consideratien of two admirably drawn 
characters of Milton, which are beautifully, delicately, 
and distinctly marked. These are, B elia!, who may 
not improperly be called the Demon of Sentiment; 
and Abdiel, who may be termed the Angel of Prin
ciple. 

Survey the picture of Belia!, drawn by the sub-
limest hand that ever held the poetic pencil. 

A fairer person lost not Heaven; he seem\! 
For dignity compos'd, and high exploit: 
But all was false and hollow ; though his tongue 
Dropp'd manna, and could make the worse appear 
The better reason, to perplex and <lash 
Maturest counsels: for his thonghts were low; 
To vice indnstrions, but to nobler (leeds 
Timorous and sloth fol : yet he pleas'd the e.1r. 

Paradise L ust, Book ii. 

Here is a lively and exquisite representation of art, 
subtilty, with fine breeding and polished manners: on 
the whole, of a very accomplish'd and sentimental 
spirit. 

Now turn to the artless, upright, and unsophisti
cated Abdiel: 

Faithful fc.>nnd 
Among the faithless, faithful only he; 
A,nong innumerabl e false, unmoved, 
U nshaken, unseduced, u11terrified, 
Hi s loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal; 
Nor trnmber, nor example, with him wrought 
To swerve from truth, or change his constant minrl, 
Though single. B oole v. 

B u-t it is not from these descriptions, just and 
strikir,g as they are, that their characters are so p e1·

• See Voltaire's Prophecy, concerning Rousseau. 
c2 
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fectly known, as from an examination of their conduct 
through the remainder of this divine work; in which 
it is well worth while to remark the consonancy of 
their actions, with what the above pictures seem to 
promise. Lt will also he observed, that the contrast 
b1:itween them is kept up throughout, with the utmost 
exactness of delineation, and the most animated 
strength of colouring. On a review it will be found, 
that Belial talked all, and Abdiel dicl all. The former, 

With words clothed in reason's garb, 
Cot1nsell'd ignoble ease, and peacefnl slotu, 
Not peace. Boole ii. 

In Abdiel you will constantly find the eloquence of 
action. When tempted by the rebellious angels, with 
what retorted scorn, with what honest indignation he 
deserts their multitudes, and retreats from their con
tagious society ! 

All night the dreadless angel, unpursaed 
Through Heaven's wide champain held his way. 

· Book vi. 
No wonder he was received with snch acclama

tions of jny by the celestial powers, when there was 
But one, 

Yes, of so many myriads falleu, but one 
Ret11rn'd not lost. Ibid. 

And afterwards, in a close contest with the arcl.i 
fiend, 

A noble stroke he lifted high, 
On the proud crest of Satan. Ibid. 

What was the effect of this courage of the v igilaot 
and active seraph? 

Amazement seized 
The rebel thrones, but greater rage, to see 
Thus foird their mightiest. 

Abdiel had the uperiority of Belia! as much in tbe 
warlike combat, as in the peaceful counsels : 

Nor is it onght bnt just, 
That he who in debate or truth bad won, 
Shon Id win in arm , in both disputes alike 
Victor. 
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But notwithstanding I have spoken with some aspe-
- rity against sentiment as opposed to principle, yet I 

am convinced, that true genuine sentiment, (not the 
sort I have been describing) may be so connected 
with principle, as to bestow on it its b.rightest lustre, 
and its most captivating graces. And enthusiasm is 
so far from being disagreeahle, that a portion of it is 
perhaps indispensably necessary in an engaging wo
man. But it must be the enthusiasm of the heart, not 
of the senses. It must be the enthusiasm which grows 
up with a feeling mind, and is cherished by a virtuous 
education; not that which is compounded of irregular 
passions, and artificially refined by books of unnatu
r al fiction and improbable ad venture. I will even go 
so far as to assert, that a young woman cannot have 
any real greatness of soul, or true elevation of prin
ciple, if she has not a tincture of what the vulgar 
would call romance, but which persons of a certain 
way of thinking will discern to proceed from those line 
feelings, and that charmiDg sensibility, without which, 
though a woman may be worthy, yet she can never be 
amiable. 

But this dangerous merit cannot be too rigidly 
watched, as it is very apt to lead those who possess 
it into inconveniences from which less interesting cha
racters are happily exempt. Young women of strong 
sensibility may be carried by the very amiableness of 
this temper into the most alarming extremes. Their 
tastes are passions. They love and hate with all their 
hearts, and scarcely suffer themselves to feel a rea
sonable preference before it strengthens into a violent 
attachment, 

When an innocent girl of this open, trusting, tender 
heart, happens to meet with one of her own sex and 
age, whose address and manners are engaging, she is 
instantly seized with an ardent desire to commence a 
friendship with her. She feels the most lively impa
tience at the restraints of company, and the decorums 
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of ceremony. She longs to be alone with her, longs 
to a sore her of the warmth of her tenderness, and 
generously ascribes to the fair stranger all the good 
qualities she feels in her own heart, or rather all those 
which she bas met with in her reading, dispersed in 
a variety of heroines. She is persuaded, that her new 
friend unites them all in herself, because she carries 
io her prepossessing coaoteoaoce the promise of them 
all. How cruel and how censorious wou ld this inex
perienced girl think hermoth-ir was, who should ven
ture to bint that the agreeable unknown bad defects 
in lier temper, or exceptions in ber character. She 
woul<l mistake these hints of discretion for th e insi
nuations of an qncharitahle dispo itio11. At first she 
would perhaps listen to them with_ a generous impa
tience, and afterwards with a cold and silent disdain. 
She would despise th em as the effect of prejudice, 
misrepresentation, or ignorance. The more aggra
vated the ceasure, the more vehemently would she 
protest in secret, that her friendship for this dear in
jured creature (who is raised mur.h higher in her 
es teem by such injurious suspicions) shall know uo 
bounds, as sheis assured it can know no end. 

Yet thi s trusting confidence, this honest indiscre
tion is, at this early period of life, as amiahle as it is 
natural; and will, if wisely cu lti vated, produce, at 
its proper season, fruits infinitely more valuable than 
all the guarded circumspection of premature, and 
therefore ai:tificial, prudence. Men, I believe, are 
seldom struck with these sudden prepossessions in fa
vour of each othe r. They are not S() unsuspecting, 
11or so easily led away by the predomi-nance of fancy. 
They engage more warily, and pass through the se
veral stages of acquaintance, intimacy, and confidence, 
by slower gradations; but women, if they are some
times deceived in the choice of a friend, eujoy even 
then a higher degree of sa tisfaction tban if they never 
had trusted. For to be always clad in the burtbensome 
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armour of suspicion is more painful and inconvenient , 
than to ran the hazard of suffering now and then a 
transient injury. 

But the above observations only extend to the 
young and inexperienced; for I am very certain, 
that women are capable of as faithful ancl as durable 
friendship as any of the other sex. Tbey can enter 
not only into all the enthusia tic tenderness, but into 
all the solid fidelity of attachment. And if we cannot 
oppose instances of equal weight with those of Nysus 
and Euryalus, Theseus and Pirithous, Pylades and 
Orestes, let it be remembered, that it is because the 
recorders of those characters were men, and that the 
very existence of them is merely poetical. 

ON 

A LOW voice and soft address are the commo n indi
cations ol' a well-bred woman, and shou ld seem to be 
the natural effects of a meek anc1 quiet spir it ; but 
they are only tl1e outward and visible sign;; of it : for 
th ey are no more meekness itself, than a red coat is 
courage, or a black one, devotion. 

Yet nothing is more commou than to mistake the 
sign for the thing itself ; nor is any practice more 
frequent than that of endeavouring to acquire the e.x
terior mark, without once thinkin g to labour aft er tbe 
interior grace. Surely this is beg-inning at the wro ng 
end, like attacking the symptom and neglecting the 
disease. To regulate the features while the soul is 
in tumults, or to command the voice while tbe pas
sions are without restraint, is as idle as throwing 
odours into a stream when the source is polluted. 

The sapient king, who knew better than any man 
the nature and the power of beauty, has assured us, 
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that the temper of the mind bas a strong influence 
upon the features: "Wisdom maketh the face to 
shine," says that exquisite judge ? and surely no part 
of wisdom is more likely to produce this amiable ef-
fect than a placid serenity of soul. . 

It will not be difficult to distinguish the true from 
the artificial meekness. The former is universal and 
Habitual, the latter local and temporary. Every young 
female may keep this rule by her, to enable her to 
form a just judgment of her own temper: if she is 
not as gentle to her chambermaid as she is to her 
visitor, she may rest satisfied that the spirit of gentle
ness is not in her. 

Who would not be shocked and disappointed to 
behold a well-bred young lady, soft and engaging as 
the doves of Venus, displaying a thousand graces and 
attractions to win the hearts of a large company, and 
the instant they are gone, to see her look as mad as 
the Pythian maid, and all the frightened graces driven 
from her furious countenance, only because her gown 
was brought home about a quarter of an hour later 
thas she expected , or her riband sent half a shade 
l ighter or darker than she ordered? 

All men's characters are said to p;·occed from 
their servants; and this is more particularly true of 
ladies : for as their situations are more domestic, 
they lie more open to the inspection of their families, 
to whom their real characters are easily and perfectl_v 
known; for they seldom think it worth while to prac
tise any disguise before those, whose good opinion 
they do not value, and wh-0 are obliged to submit to 
the ir most insupportable humours, because they are 
paid for it. 

Amongst wome~ of breecling, the exterior of gentle
ness is so uniformly assumed, and the whole manner 
is so perfectly level and imi, that it is next to impos
sible for a stranger to know any thing of their true 
dispositions by ~onversing with them, and even the 
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very features are so exactly regulated, that physiog
nomy, which may sometimes be trusted among the 
vulgar, is, with the polite, a rnost lying science. 

A very termagant woman, if she happens also to 
be a very artful one, will be conscious she has so 
much to conceal, that the dread of betraying her real 
temper will make her put on an over-acted softness , 
which, from its very excess, may be distinguished 
from the natural, by a penetrating eye. That gentle
ness is ever liable to be suspected for the counter
feited, which is so excessive as to deprive people of 
the proper use of speech and motion, or which, as 
Hamlet says, makes them lisp and amble, and nick
name God's creatures. 

The countenance and manners of some very fa
shionable persons may be compared to th e inscriptions 
on their monuments, which speak nothing but good of 
what is within; but he who knows any thing of the 
world, or of the human heart, will no more trust to 
the courtesy, than he will depend on the epitaph. 

Among the various artifi ces of factitiou s meekness, 
one of the most frequent and most plausible is that of 
affecting to be always equally delighted with all per
sons and all characters. The society of these languid 
beings is without confidence, their fri endship without 
attachment, and their love without affection, or even 
preference. This insipid mode of conduct may be 
safe, but I cannot think it has either taste, sense, or 
principle in it. 

These uniformly smiling and approving ladies, who 
Lave neither the noble courage to reprehend vice, nor 
the generous warmth to bear their honest testimony in 
the cause of virtue, conclude every one to be ill-na
tured who has any penetration, and look upon a dis
tinguishing judgment as want of tenderness. But 
they should lea ru, that this discernment does not al
ways proceed from an unchaTitable temper, but from 
that long experience and thorough knowledge of the 
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world, which lead those who have it to scrutinize into 
the conduct and disposition of men, before they trust 
entirely to those fair appearances, which sometimes 
veil the most insidious purposes. 

We are perpetually mistaking the qualities and 
dispos-itions of our own hearts. We elevate our fail
ings into virtu es , and qualify our vices into weak
nesses: and hence arise so many false judgments re
spectiug meekness. Self-ignorance is at the root of 
all this mischief. Many ladies complain that, for 
their part, their spirit is so meek th ey can bear no
thing; whereas, if they spoke truth, they would say 
their spiri t is so high and unbroken that th ey can 
bear uothing. Strauge ! to plead their meekness as 
a reason why they cannot endure to be crossed, and 
to produce their impatience of contradiction as a proof 
of th eir gentleness! · 

Meekness, like most other virtues, has certain li
mits, which it no sooner exceeds than it becomes cri
minal. Servility of spirit is not gentleness but weak
ness, and ii' indul ged under th e specious appearances 
it sometimes puts on, will lead to the most dan11:erous 
compl iances. She who bears innocence maligned 
without 11 indicating it, falsehood asserted without 
contradicting it, or religion profaned without resent
ing it, is not gentle, but wicked . 

To -give up the cause of an innocent, injured friend, 
if the popular cry happens to be against him, is the 
most disgraceful weakness. Thi was the case of 
Madame de Main tenon. S!Je loved the character and 
admired the tal en ts of Racine: she caressed him 
while he bad no enemies, but wanted the greatness of 
mind, or rather the common justice, to protect him 
against their resentmen t when be had; and her fa
Yourite ·was abandon eel to the suspicious jealousy of 
tue kin g, when a prudent remonstrance might have 
preserved him . But li er tameness, if not absolute 
cooni vance, in the great massacre of the protestants, 
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in whose church she bad been bred, is a far more 
guilty instance of her weakness ; an instance which, 
in spite of all her devotional zeal and incomparable 
prudence, will disqualify her from shining in the annals 
of good women, however she may be entitled to figure 
among the great and the fortunate. Compare her con
duct with that of her undaunted and pious countryman 
and contemporary, Bougi, who, when Louis would 
have prevailed on him to renounce his religion for a 
commission or a government, nobly replied, " If I 
could be persuaded to betray my God for a marshal's 
staff, I might betray my king for a bribe of much less 
consequence." 

Meekness is imperfect, if it be not both active and 
passive; if it will not enable us to subdue our own 
passions and resentments, as well as qualify us to bear 
patiently the passions and resentments of others. 

Before we give way to any violent emotion of anger, 
it would perhaps be worth while to consider the value 
of the object which excites it; and to reflect for a mo
ment, whether the thing we so ardently desire, or so 
vehemently resent, be really of as much importance 
to us, as that delightful tranquillity of soul, which we 
renounce in pursuit of it. If, on a fair calculation, 
we find we are not likely to get as much as we are 
sure to lose, then, putting all religiot1s considerations 
out of the question, common sense and human policy 
will tell us, we have made a fooli sh and unprofitable 
exchange. Inward quiet is a part of one's self; the 
object of our resentment may he only a matter of opi
nion; and, certainly, what makes a portion of our 
actual happiness ought to be too dear to us, to be sa
crificed for a trifling, foreign, perhaps imaginary good. 

The most pointed satire I remember to l1ave rea<;l, 
on a minu enslaved by anger, is an observation of 
Seneca. "Alexander (said he) had two friends, Cli
tas and Lysymachus; the one be exposed to a lion, 
the other to hip:iself: he who was tamed loose to lhe 
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beast escaped; but Clitus was murdered, for he was 
turned loose to an angry man." 

A passionate woman's happiness is never in her 
own keeping : it is the sport of accident, and the 
slave of events. It is in the power of her acquitin
tance, tier servant~, but chiefly of her enemies; and 
all her comforts lie at the mercy of others. So far 
from being willing to learn of him who was meek and 
lowly, she consiuers meekness as the want of a becom
ing spirit, aud lowliness as a despicable and vulgar 
meanness. And an imperious woman will so little 
-covet the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, that it 
is almost the only ornament she will not be solicitous 
to wear. But resentment is a very expensive vice. 
How dearly bas it cost its votaries, even from the sin 
of Cain, the l:irst offender in this kind! "Jt is cheaper 
( says a pious write r) to forgive, and save the charges." 

If it were only for me1·e human reasons, it would 
turn to a better account to be patient; nothing defeats 
the malice of an enemy like a spirit of forbearance : 
the return of rage for rage cannot be so effectually 
provoking. True gentleness, lik e an impenetrable 
armour, repels the most pointed shafts of malice: 
they cannot pierce through this invulnerable shield, 
but either fall hurtless to the ground, or return to 
wound the hand that shot them. 

A meek spirit will not look out of itself for happi
ness, because it finds a constant banquet at home; 
yet, by a sort of uivine alchymy, it will convert all 
eixternal events to its own profit, and be able to de
duce some good, even from the most unpromising: it 
will extract comfort and satisfaction from t!te most 
barren oircumstances: "lt, will snck honey out of the 
rock, and oil out of the flinty rock." 

But the supreme excellence of this complacent qua
lity is, that it naturally disposes the mind where it re
sides to the practice of every otl:rer tha.t is amiable. 
Meekness may be called the pioneer of all the other 
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virtues, which levels everJ obstruction, and smooths 
every difficulty that might impede their entrance, or 
retard their progress . 

The peculiar importance and value of this amiable 
virtue may be further seen in its permanency. Ho
nours and dignities are transient, beauty and riches 
frail and fugacious to a proverb. Would not the 
truly wise, therefore, wish to have some one pos
session, which they might call their own in the sev-erest 
exigencies? But this wish can only be accomplished 
by acquiring and maintaining that calm and absolute 
self-possession, which, as the world had no band in 
giving, so it cannot, by the most malicious exertion of 
its power, lake away. 

I THOUGHTS 
ON THE 

CULTIVATION OF THE HEART AND TEMPER 

IN THE 

1Etlucatlon of Alau~bter~. 
I HAVE not the foolish presumption to imagine that I 
can offer any thing new on a subject, which has been 
so successfully treated by many learned and able wri
ters. I would only, with all possible deference, beg 
leave to hazard a few short remarks on that part of 
the subject of eclucation, which I would call the edu
cation of the heart. I am well aware, that this part 
also has not been less skilfully and forcibly discussed 
than the rest; though 1 cannot, at the same time, help 
remarking, that it does not appear to have been so 
much auopted into common practice . 

It appears then, that notwithstanding the great and 
real improvements which have been made in the affarr 
of female education, ancl" notwithstanding tile more 
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enlarged and generous views ofit, which prevail in the 
present day, that there is still a very material defect, 
which it is not, in general, enough the object of atten
tion to remove. This defect seems to consist in this, 
that too little regard is paid to the dispositions of the 
mind, that the indications of the temper are not pro
perly cherisbed, nor the affections of the heart suffi
ciently regulated . 

In the first educatibn of girls, as far as the customs 
which fashion establishes are right, they should un
doubtecUy be followed. Let the exterior be made a 
considerable object of attention; but Jet it not be the 
principal, let it not be the only one. Let the graces 
be industriously cultivated; but let them not be culti
vated at the expense of the virtues. Let the arms, 
the head, the whole person, be carefully polished; but 
let not the heart be the only portion of the human ana
tomy which shall be totally overlooked. 

The neglect of this cultivation seems to proceed as 
much from a bad taste, as from a false principle. The 
generality of people form their judgment of educa
tion by slight and sudden appearances, which is cer
tainly a wrong way of determining. Music, danciDg, 
and languages, gratify those who teach them, by per
ceptible and almost immediate e[ects; and when there 
happens to be no imbecilitJ _in the pupil, nor defi
ciency in the master, every superficial observer can, 
in some measure, judge of the progress. The effects 
of most of these accomplishments address themselves 
to the senses; and there are more who can see and 
bear, than there are who can judge and reflect. 

Personal perfection is not only more obvious, it is 
also more rapid; and even in very accomplished cha
racters, elegance usually precedes priuciple. 

But the heart, that natural seat of evil propensities, 
that little troublesome empire of the passions, is led 
to what is right by slow motions and imperceptiLle 
degrees. It must be admonished by reproof, and al-
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lured by kindness . Its liveliest advances are fre
quently impeded by the obstinacy of prejudice, and 
its brightest promises often obscured by the tempests 
of passion. It is slow in its acquisition of virtue, 
and reluctant in its approaches to piety. 

There is another reason, which proves this mental 
cultivation to be more important, as well as more dif
ficult than any other part of education. In the usual 
fashionable accomplishments, the business of acquiring 
them is almost always getting forwards, and one diffi
culty is conquered before another is suffered to show 
itself; for a prudent teacher will level the road his 
pupil is to pass, and smooth the inequalities ~vhich 
might retard her progress. 

But in morals, (which should .be the great object 
constantly kept in view) the task is fat more difficu lt. 
The unruly and turbulent desires of the heart are not 
so obedient: one passion will start up before another 
is suppressed. The subduing Hercules cannot cut off 
the beads so often as the prolific Hydra can produce 
them, nor fell the stubborn Antreus so fast as be can 
recruit bis strength, and rise in vigorous and repeated 
opposition. 

If all the accomplishments could be bought at the 
price of a single virtue, the purchase would be infi
nitely dear. And, however startling it ma_y sound, I 
think it is, not""•ithstanding, true, that the labours of a 
good and wise mother, who is anxious for her daugh
ter's most important interests, will seem to be at va
riance with tliose of her instructors. She will doubt
less rejoice at her progress in auy polite art, but she 
will rejoice with trembling : humility and piety form 
the solid and durable basis on which she wishes to raise 
the superstructure of the accomplishments; whi le the 
accomplishments themselves are frequently of that 
unsteady nature, that if the foundation is not secured, 
in proportion as the building is enlarged, it will be 
overloaded and destroyed by tliose very ornaments. 
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which were intended to embellish what they hav~ con
tributed to ruin. 

The more ostensible qualifications shoald be care
fully regulated, or they will b e in danger.of putting 
to. flight the mod es t train of re treating virtues, which 
cannot safely subsist befo re the bold eye of public 
observation, nor bear th~ bolde r tongue of impudent 
and audacious .flattery . A tender mother cannot but 
feel an honest triumph :n con temp lating those excel-, 
Jencies in her daughter which deserve applause; Lut 
she will also shudder at th e vanity wuich that ap
plaase may excite, and at those hitherto unknown 
ideas which it may awaken. 

The master, ( it is his interest, and perhaps his duty ) 
will natural] y teach a girl to set her improvemen ts in 
the most conspicuous point of li ght. Se faire valoi-r 

- is the great principle industr iously incul ca ted iato_her 
you ng heart, and seems to he considered as a kiud of 
fun dame ntal maxim in education. It is however the 
certain and effectual seed, from which a thousand yet 
unborn vanities will spring. Tbis dangerous doctrine 
(whi cb yet is not without its uses) will Le cou ntera cted 
by the prudent moth er, not in so many words, but by 
a watchful and scarcely perceptible dexterity. Such 
an one will be more careful to have the talents of h-er 
daughter cultivated th an e.r:hibitecl. 

One wouJ<l be led to imagine, by the common mode 
of female ed ucation, th at human life consisted of one 
universal holiday, and that th e only contest was , who 
should be b est enab led to excel in the sports and 
games tha t were to be cel ebrated on i t . Merely or
namental accomplishments will but i ndifferently qna 
Jify a wo man to perform the duties of li fe , though it is 
highly proper she should possess them, in order to 
furnish t!J e amusements of it. H ut is it ri gh t to spen d 
so large a portion of l ife without some p re paration fo r 
the business of l_iving? A lady may speak a littl e 
:French and Italian, r epeat a few p as ages in a tb ea-
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trical tone, play and sing, have her dress ing-room 
hung with her own drawings , and her p erson covered 
with her own tambour-work, and may, notwithstand
ing, have been very badly educated. Yet I am far 
from attempting to depreciate the valae of these qua
lifications: th ey are most of them not only hi gh ly be
coming, but often indispensably necessary, and a 
polite education cannot be perfected without them. 
But as the world seems to be r ery well apprized of 
their importance, th ere is the less occasion to insist 
on th eir utility. Yet, thoa gh well-bred you ng women 
should learn to dance, sing, recite, and draw, th e end 
of a good ed ucation is no t th at they may become 
dancers , s inge rs, players, or painters: its r eal object 
is to make them good dau gh ters, good wives, g-ood 
mistresses, good members of society, and goou Chris
tians. The above qualifications therefore are intend ed 
to adorn their leisure, not to employ th eir lives; for 
an amiable and wise woman will always have some
thing better to value herself on than th ese ad vantages, 
which, ho wever captivating, are still but s ubordinate 
parts of a truly excellent character. 

But I am afraid parents themseh•es sometimes con
tribute to th e error of which I am complaining. Do 
they not often se t a higher val ue on those acquisitions 
which are calculated to a ttract observation, and catch 
the eye of tl.1e mu ltit ude, than on th ose which are va
luabl e, p ermanent and in ternal ? Are th ey not some~ 
times more solicitous about th e opinion of others, 
respecting the ir children, than about the r eal ad van
tage and happiness of the chi ldren tliemselves? To 
an injudi cious and superficial eye, the best educated 
girl may make the least brilliant figure, as she will 
probab ly Li ave less Oippancy in her manner, and l ess 
repa rtee in her exp res.5 ion ; and her acqu irements, to 
borrow Bishop Spra t' s idea, will be rather enameled · 
than embossed. But her merit will he known, and 
ack nowledged by all wbo come near enough to dis.• 
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cern, and have taste enough to distinguish. It will 
be understood and admired by the man whose happi
ness she is one day to make, whose family she is to 
go,·ern, and whose children she is to educate. He 
will not seek for her in the haunts of dissipation, for 
he knows he shall not find her there ; but he will seek 
for her in the bosom of retirement, in the practice 
of every domestic virtue, in the exertion of every 
amiable accomplishment, exerted in the shade, to en
liven retirement, to heighten the endearing pleasures 
of social intercourse, and to embellish the narrow but 
charming circle of family delights. To this amiable 
purpose a truly good and well-educated young lady 
will dedicate her more elegant accomplishments, in
stead of exhibiting them to attract admiration, or de
press inferiority. 

Young girls, who have more vivacity than under
standing, will often make a sprightly figure in conver
sation. But this agreeable talent for entertaining 
others, is frequently dangerous to themsel ves, nor is 
it by any means to be des ired or encouraged very 
early in life. This.immaturity of wit is uelped on by 
frivolous r eading, which will produce its effect in 
much less time than books of solid instruction ; for 
the imagination is touched sooner than the understand
ing; and effects are more rapid as they are more per
nicious. Conversation should be the result of educa
tion, not the preeitrsor of it. It is a golden fruit, 
when suffered to grow gradually on the tree of know
ledge; but if precipitated by forced and unnatural 
means, it will in the end become vapid, in proportion 
as it is artifici al. 
- The best effects of a careful and religious educa

tion are often very remote : they are to be discovered 
in future scenes, and exhibited in untried connexions. 
Every event of life will be putting the heart into fresh 
situations, and making demands on its prudence, its 
finnness, its integrity, or its piety. Those whose 
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business it is to form it, can foresee none of tbese situa
tions: yet as far as human wisdom will allow, they 
must enable it to provide for them all, wi_th aµ hum
ble dependance on the divine assistance. A well-dis
ciplined soldier must learn and practise all his evolu
tions, though he does not know on what service bis 
leader may command him, by what foe he shall be at
tacked, nor what mode of combat the enemy may use. 

One great art of education consists in not suffer
ing the feelings to become too acute by unnecessary 
awakening, nor too obtuse by the want of exertion. 
The former renders them the source of calamity, and 
totally ruins the temper; while the latter blunts and 
debases th~m, and produces a dull, cold, and selfish 
spirit. For the mi11d is an instrument, which, if wound 
too high, will lose its sweetness, and if not ~nongh 
strained, will abate of its vigour. 

How cruel is it to extinguish by neglect, or unkind
ness, the precious sensibility of an open temper, to 
chill the amiable glow of au ingenuous soul, and to 
quench the bright 0ame of a noble and generous spirit! 
These are of higher worth tlian all the documents of 
learning, of dearer price than all tbe advantages, 
which can be derived from tbe most relined and arti
ficial mode of education . 

But sensibility and delicacy, and an ingenuous tem
per, make no part of education, exclaims tbe peda
gogue; they are reclucihle to no class, they come 
under no article of instruction, they belong neither to 

_ languages nor to music . What an error! They are 
a part of education, and of infinitely more value 

Than all their pedant discipline ere knew. 

It is true, they are ranged under ' no class; but they 
are superior to all : they are of more esteem than lan
guages or m!lsic; for they are the language of the 
heart, and the music of the according passions. Y et 
this sensibility is in many instan.ces, so far from being 
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cultivated, that it is not uncommon to see those wbo 
affect more than usual sagacity, cast a smile of super
cilious pity at any indication of a warm, generous, or 
enthusiasl.ic temper, in tbe lively and the young; as 
much as to say," they will know better, and will have 
more discretion when th ey are older.'' But every 
appearance of amiable simpli city, or of honest shame, 
nature's hasty conscience, will be dear to sensible 
hearts: they will carefully cherish every such indi ca
tion in a young female; for they will perceive that it 
is thi s temper, wisely cultivated, which will one day 
make ber enamoured of the lovelin ess of virtue, and 
the beauty of b-oliness; from whioh she will acquire a 
taste for the doctrines of religion, and a ~pirit to per
form the duties of it. And those who wish to make 
her ashamed of this charming temper, aud seek to 
dispossess her of it, will, it is to be feared, give her 
nothing better in exchange. But whoever reOects _at 
all, wi ll easi ly discern how carefoliy this enthusiasm 
is to be directed, and how judiciously its redundancies 
are tcr be lopped away. 

Prudence is not natural to c·bil-dren ; tLey can, 
however, substitute ar t in its stead. But is it not 
much better that a girl should discov-er the fau lt s in
cident to her age, than conceal them under this dark 
and impenetrable vei l ? I could almost venture to 
assert, that there is something more becomin g in the 
very errors of nature, where they are undisguised, 
tlian in the affectalio-a of virtue itself, where the 
reality is wanting. And I am so far from being an 
admirer of prodigies, that I am extremely apt to sus
pect them; and am always infinitely better pleased 
wi th nature in her more common modes of operation. 
The precise and premature wisdom, which some girls 
bave cunning enough to assume, is of a more danger, 
ous tendency than any of l~eir natural failings can be; 
as it effectually covers those secret bad di positions, 
which, if they displayed tbemsel ves, might be rec-
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tified. The hypocrisy of assuming virtues which are 
not inherent in the heart, prevents the growth and 
disclosure of ti.Jose real ones, which it is the great end 
of education to cultivate. 

But if the natural indications of the temper are to 
be suppressed aud stifled, where are the diagnostics 
by which the slate of the mind is to be known? The 
wise Author of all things, who did nothiug in vain, 
doubtless intend ed them as symptoms, by which to 
judge of the diseases of the heart; and it is impos
sible diseases should be cured before they are known. 
If the s-tream he so cut off as to prevent communica
tion, or so cl.JOaked up as to defeat discovery, how 
shall we ever reach the source, out of which are the 
issues of life? 

This cunnin g, which, of all the different disposi• 
tions girls discove r, is most to be dreaded, is increas
ed by nothing so much as by fear. If those about 
them express violent and unreasonable anger at every 
trivial offence, it will always promote this temper, 
and will very frequently create it where there was a 
natural tendency to frankness. The indiscreet trans
ports of rage, which many betray on every slight oc
casion, and the little distinction they make between 
venal errors and premeditated crimes, natura-lly dis
pose a child to conceal what she does not l1owever 
care to suppress. An~er in one will not remedy the 
faults of another; for bow can an instrument of sin 
cure sin? If a girl is kept in a state of perpetnal a.nd 
slavish terror, she will perhaps have artifice enough 
to conceal those propensities which she knows are 
wrong, or those actions which she. thinks are most 
obnoxious to punishment. But, neverthel ess , she 
will no t cease to indul ge those propensities, and to 
commit those actions, when she can do it wilh im
pnnity. 

Good dispositions, of themselves, will go but a very 
little way, unless they are confirmed iuto good 1win~ 
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ciples. And this cannot be effected b_ut by a careful 
course of rel igious instruction, and a patient and la
borious cultivation of the moral temper. 

But notwithstanding g·irls should not be treated 
with unkindness, nor the first openings of the pas
sions blighted by cold severity; yet I am of opinion 
that young females should be accustomed very early 
in life to a ·certain degree of restraint. The natural 
cast of character, and the moral distinctions of the 
sexes, should not be d isregarded, even in childhood. 
That bold, independent, enterprising spirit, which is 
so much admired in boys, should not, when it hap
pens to discover itself -in the other sex, be encou
raged, but suppressed. Girls should be taught to 
give up their opinions betimes, and not pertinaciously 
to carry on a dispute, even if they should know them
selves to be in the right. I do not mean that they 
should be rnbhed of the liberty of private judgment, 
but that they should by no means be encouraged to 
contract a conten tious or contradictory turn. It is of 
the greatest importance to tbeir future happiness that 
they should acquire a subm~ssive temper, and a for
bearing spirit; for it is a lesson which the world will 
not fail to make them frequentl y practise, when they 
come abroad into it, and they will not practise it the 
worse for having learned it the sooner. These early 
restraints, in the limitation here meant, are so far 
from being the effects of cruelty, that they are tbe 
most indubitable marks of affection, and are the more 
uieritorious as they are severe tri als of tenderness. 
But all the beneficial effects which a mother can ex
µect from this watchfulness will be ent irely <lefeated, 
if it is practised occasionally , and not hal.iitually; and 
if it ever appears to be used to gratify caprice, ill
lrnmour, or resentment. 

Those who have children to educate ought to be 
extremely patient : it is indeed a labour of lo\·e. 
'Hey should reflect, th at extraordinary tal ents are 
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neither essential to the well-being of society, nor to 
the happiness of individuals. If that had been the 
case, the beneficent Father of the universe would not 
have made them so rare. For it is as easy for an 
Almighty Creator to produce a Newton, as an ordi
nary man ; and be could have made those powers 
common which we now consider as wonderful, with
out any miraculous exertion of bis om~ipotence, if the 
existence of many Newtons had been necessary to the 
perfection of bis wise and gracious plan. 

Surely, therefore, there is more piety, as well as 
more sense, in labouring to improve the talents which 
children actually Lave, than in lamenting that they do 
not possess supernatural endo\1:ments or angelic per
fections. A passage of Lord Bacon's furnishes an 
admirable incitement for endeavouring to carry the 
amiable and Christian grace of charity to its furthest 
extent, instead of indulging an over-anxious care for 
more brilliant, but less important acquisitions. "The 
desire of power in excess ( says be) caused the angels 
to fall; the desire of knowledge in excess caused man . 

•to fall; but in charity is no excess, neither can man 
nor angels come into danger by it." 

A girl who bas docility will seldom be fonnd to 
want understanding enough for all the purposes of a 
social, a happy, and an usefol life. And when we 
behold the tender hope of fond and anxious love 
blasted by disappointment, the defect will ai; often be 
discovered to proceed from the neglect or the error 
of cultivation, as from the natural temper; and those 
who lament the ev-il will sometimes be found to have 
occasioned it. 

It is as injudicious for parents to set out with too 
sanguine a dependance on the merit of their children, 
as it is for them to be discouraged at every repulse. 
When their wishes are defeated in this or that par
ticular instance, where they bad treasured up some 
0arling expectation, this is iso far from being a reason 
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for relaxing their attention, that it oaght to be an ad
ditional motive for redoubling it. Those who hope 
to do a great deal, must not expect to do every thing, 
If they know any thing of the malignity of sin, the 
blindness of prejudice, or the corraptiou of the human 
heart, they will also know, that the heart will always 
remain, after the very best possible edacation, full of 
infirmity and imperfection. Extraordinary allowances, 
therefore, must be made for the weakness of natLue 
in this its weakest state. After much is don e, mu ch 
will remain to do, and much, very mach, will still be 
left undone. For this regulation of the passions and 
affections cannot be the work of education alone, 
without the concurrence of divine grace operating on 
the heart. Why then should parents repine, if their 
efforts are not always crowned with immediate suc
cess? They should consider, that they are not educat
iug cherubims and seraphims, but men and women; 
creatures, who at their best estate are altogether va
nity: bow little then can be expected from them in 
the weakness and imbecility of infancy! 

I have dwelt on this part of the snbject the longer, 
because I am certain that many who have set oat with 
a warm and active zeal, have cooled on the very first 
discouragement, anrl. have afterwards almost totally 
remitted their vigilance, through a criminal kind of 
despair. 

Great allowances must be made for a profusion of 
gaiety, loquacity, and even indiscretion in children, 
that there may be animation enough l eft to supply an 
active and useful character, when the first fermentation 
of the youthful passions is over, and the rednndant 
spirits shall come to subside. 

If it be true, as a consummate judge of human na
ture has observed, 

That not a vanity is given in vain, 

it -is also true, that there is scarcely a si11gle passion 
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wbicb may not be turned to some good account, if 

prudently rectilied and skilfully turned into the roall 

of some neighbouring virtue. It cannot be violently 

bent, or unnaturally forced towards an object of a 

totally opposite nature, but may be gradually inclined 

towards a. correspondent, bnt superior, affection. An

ger, hatred, resentment, and ambition, the most rest

less and turbulent passioDs which shake and distract 

the human soul, may be led to become the most active 

opposers of sin, after haviug been its most successful 

iosti-uments. Our anger, for instance, which can 

never he totally subdued, may be made to turn agaiDst 

ourselves, for our weak and imperfect obedience; our 

hatred, against every species of vice; our ambition, 

which will not be discarded, may be ennobled: it 

will not change its name, bat its object: it will de

spise what it lately valued, nor be contented to grasp 

at less than immortality. 
Thus the joys, fears, hopes, desires, all the pas

sions and affections which separate in various cur

rents from the soul, will, if directed into their proper 

channels, after having fertilized wherever they have 

flowed, return again to swell and enrich the parent 

source. 
Th~t the very passions which appear the most un

controlahle and unpromising may be intended, in H.1e 

great scheme of Providence, to answer some impor

tant purpose, is remarkably evidenced in the charac

ter and history of St. Paul. A remark on this subject 

by an ingenious old Spanish writer, wbich I will here 

- take the liberty to translate, will better illustrate my 

meaning. 
" To convert the bitt~rest enemy into the most 

zealous advocate, is the woTk of God for the instruc

tion of man. Plutarch bas observed, that the medical 

science would be brought to the utmost perfection, 

when poison should be converted into physic. Thus, 

in the mortal disease of Judaism and idolatry, our. 
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blessed Lord converted.the adder's venom of Saul tbe 
persecutor, into that cement which made Paul the cho
sen vessel. That manly activity, that restless ardour, 
that burning zeal for the law of bis fathers, that ardent 
thirst for the blood of Christians, did the Son of God 
find necessary in the man who was one day to become 
the defender of his suffering people * ." -

To win the passions, therefore, over to the cause of 
~-irtue, answers a much nobler end than their extinc
tion would possibly do, even if that could be effected. 
Bat it is their nature never to observe a neutrality; 
they are either rebels or auxiliaries; and an enemy 
subd ued is an ally obtained. If I may be allowed to 
change the allusion so soon, I would sa_y, that the pas
sion s al o resem ule fires, which are friendly and be
neficial when under proper direction, but if suffered 
to blaze without restraint, they carry devastation 
a long wi_tb them,. and, if totally extinguished, leave 
the benighted mind in a state of cold and comfortless 
inanity. . 

But, in speaking of the usefulness of the piissions, 
as instruments of virtue, envy and lying must always 
be excepted: these, I al,Il persuaded, must either go 
on in still progressive mischi ef, or else be radically 
cured, before any good can be expected from the 
heart which has been infected witl.J them. For I 
never will believe that envy, though passed through 
all the moral strainers, can be refin ed into a virtuou 
emulation, or lyi!lg improved into an agreeable tarn 
for innocent invention. Almost all th e other passions 
may be made to take au amiable l!ae; but these two 
mast either be totally extirpated, or be always con
tented to preserve their original deformity, and to 
wear their native black. 

• Obras de Quevedo, vicla de San Pablo Apostol. 
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ON THE 

IMPORTANCE OF RELIGION 
TO THE 

§emale Qebaracter. 
VARIOUS are the reasons why the greater part of man
kind cannot apply themselves to arts or letters. Par
ticular studies are only sttited to the capacities of 
particular p ersons. Some are incapable qf applying 
to them from the delicacy of their sex, some from the 
unsteadiness of youth, aud others from the imbecility 
of a!!:e· Many are precluded by the narrowness of 
their education, and mapy by the straitness of tlieir 
fortune. The 1¥isdom of God is wonderfully mani
fested in this happy and well-ordered diversity in the 
powers and properties of his creatures ; since, by thus 
admirably sniting the agent to the action, the whole 
scheme of human a/fairs is carried on wi.th the most 
agreeing and consistent economy; and no chasm is 
left for want of an object to fill it, exactly suited to its 
nature. 

But in the great and universal concern of religion, 
both sexes and all ranks are equally interested. The 
truly catholic spirit of Christianity accommodates it
self, with an astonishing condescension, to the cir
cumstances of the whole human race. It rej ects none 
on account of their pecuniary wants, their personal 
infirmities, or their intellectual deficiencies. No su
periority of parts is the l~ast recommendation, nor is 
any depression of fortune the smallest objection . None 
are too wise to be excused from ]Jerforming the duties 
of religion, nor are any too poor to be ex.eluded from 
the consolations of its promi. es. ' 

If we admire the wisdom of God, in having fur
nished different degrees of intelligence, so exactly 
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adapted to tbeir different destinations, and in having 
fitted every part of bis -stupendous work, not only to 
serve its own immediate purpose, but also to contri
bute to the beauty and perfection of the whole; how 
much more ought we to adore that goodness, which 
bas perfected the divine plan, by appointing one wide, 
comprehensive, and universal means of salvation: a 
salvation which all are invited to partake; by a means 
which all are capable of using; which nothing hut vo
luntary blindness can prevent our comprehending, 
and nothing but wilful error can hinder us from em
bracing. 

The Muses are coy, and will only be wooed and 
won by some highly favoured suitors. The sciences 
are lofty, and will not stoop to the reach of ordinary 
capacities. But " Wisdom (by which the royal 
preache1· means piety) is a loving spirit: she is easily 
seen of them that love her, and found of all such as 
seek her." Nay, she is so accessible and condescend
ing, "that she preventeth them that desire lier, making 
he rself first known to them." 

We are told by the same animated writer, "that 
Wisdom is the breath of the power of God." How 
infinitely snperior, in grandeur and sublimity, is this 
description to the origiu of the wisdom of the heathens , 
as described by their poets and mythologists! In the 
exalted strains of the Hebrew poetry we read, that 
" VVisdom is the brightness of the everlasting light, 
the unspotted mirror of the power of God, and the 
image of bis goodness." 

The philosophical author of The Defence of Learn
ing observes, that knowledge bas something of venom 
and mali_gnity in it, when taken without its proper cor
rective; and what that is, the inspired Saint Paul 
teaches us, by placiug it as the immediate antidote: 
Knowledge pujfeth up, but charity edifieth. Perhaps 
it is the vanity of human wisdom, unchastise<l by this 
correcting principle, which has made so many infid el . 
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' It may proceed from the arrogance of a self-sufficient 

pride, that some philosophers disdain to acknowledge 
their belief in a Being, who has judged proper to con
ceal from them the infinite wisdom of his counsels; 
who (to bori-ow the lofty language of the man of U:.:.) 
refused to consult them when he laid the foundations 
of the earth, when he slmt up the sea with doors, and 
made tLe clouds the garment thereof. 

A ·man must be an infidel either from pride, pre
judice, or bad education ; he cannot be one unawares 
or by surprise; for infidelity is not occasioned by 
sadden impulse or violent temptation. He may be 
hurried by some-vehement desire into an immoral ac
tion, at which he will blusb in his cooler moments, 
and- w-hich he will lament as a sad effect of a spirit 
unsubdued by religion ; but infidelity is a calm, con
siderate act, which cannot plead the weakness of the 
heart, or the sedt1ction of the senses. Even good men 
frequently fail in their duties through the infirmities of 
nature, and the allurements of tLe world; but the infidel 
errs on a plan, on a settled and deliberate principle. 

But though the minds of men are sometimes fatally 
infected with this disease, either through unhappy pre
possession, or some of the other causes above men
tioned; yet I am unwilling to believe, that there is iil 
nature so mon.strously incongruous a being as a f emale 
infidel. The least reflection on the temper, the cha
racter, and the education of women, makes the mind 
revolt with horror from an idea so improbable and so 
unnatural. 

May I be allowed to observe, that, in general, the 
minds of girls seem more aptly prepared in their 
early youth for the re0eption of serious impressions 
than those of the other sex, and that their less ex
posed situations in more advanced li[e qualify them 
better for the preservation of them? The daughters ( of 
good parents I mean) are often more carefolly in
structecl in their rel;gious duties, than the sons; and 
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this from a variety of causes. Tbey are not so soon 
sent from under tbe paternal eye into the bustle of 
the world, nor so early exposed to tbe contagion of 
bad example: their hearts are naturally more flexible 
and soft, and consequent ly more li able to any kind of 
impression tbe forming hand may stamp on tbem: and, 
lastly, as they do not receive tbe same classical edu
cation with boys, their feeble minds are not obliged 
at once to receive and separate the precepts of CLris
tianity, and the documents of pagan philosophy. The 
necessity of doing this perhaps somewhat weakens 
the serious impressions of young men, at least till the 
understanding is formed, and confuses their ideas of 
piety, by mixing them with so much heterogeneous 
matter. They only casually read, or bear read, the 
Scriptures of truth, while they are obli ged to learn by 
heart, construe, and repeat, the poetical fables of the 
less than human gods of th~e ancients. And, as the 
excel lent author of The Internal Evidence of the 
Christ'ian Religion observes, " N otbing bas so much 
contributed to corrupt the true spirit of the Christia11 
institution, as that partiality which we contract, in our 
earliest education, for the manners of pagan anti
quity." 

Girls, therefore, who do not contract this early par
tiality, ought to have a clearer notion of their religious 
duties: they are not obliged, at an age when the 
judgment is so weak, ·to distinguish between the doc
trines of Zeno, · of Epicurus, aud of Chri t ; and to 
embarrass their minds witL the various morals which 
were taught in the Porch, in the Ar.ademy, and on 
the Mount . 

It is presumed that these remarks cannot poss1bly 
be so misunderstood, as lo be construed into the least 
disrespect lo literature, or a want of the highest reve
rence for a learned education, tbe basis of all elegant 
knowledge: they are only intended, witb all proper 
deference, to point out to young women, that, however 
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inferior their ad vantages of acquiring a knowledge of 

the belles-lettres are to those of the other sex, yet it 

depends on tbemsel ves not to be surpassed in this 

most important of a~l studies, for which their abiliti es 

are equal, and their opportunities, perhaps, greater. 

But the mere exemption from infidelity is so small 

a part of the religious character, that I hope no one 

will attempt to claim any merit from this negative 

sort of goodness, or value herself merely for not Leing 

the very worst thing she possibly can be. Let no 

mistake.n girl fancy she gives a proof of her wit by 

her want of piety, or imagine that a contempt of 

things serious and sacred will exalt her understand

ing, or raise her character even in the opinion of the 

most avowed male infidels. For one may venture to 

affirm, that, with all their prolligare ideas, :JOth of 

women and of religion, neither Bolingbroke, Wharton, 

Buckingham, nor even Lord Cheste_rfield himself, 

would have esteemed a woman the more for her being 

irreligious. 
For with whatever ridicule a polite fr eethinker 

may affect to. treat religion himself, he will think it 

necessary that his wife should entertain differen t no

tions of it. He may pretend to despise it as a matter 

of opinion, depending on creeds and systems_; but, 

if be is a man of sense, be will know the value of it, 

as a governing principle, which is to inHuence her 

conduct and direct her actions. If he sees her unaf

fectedly sincere in the practice of her reli gious duties, 

it wili be a secret pledge to him, that she will be 

equally exact in fulfilling the conjugal; for he can 

have no reasonable dependance on her attachment to 

him, if be has no opinion of her fidelity to Gou. She 

who neglects first duties, gives but an indifferent proof 

of her disposition to fill up inferior ones; and how 

can a man of any understanding (whatever Lis own 

religious professions may be) trust that woman with the 

care of bis fan1ily, and the education of his children, 
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who wants herself the best incentive to a virtuous 
life, the belief that she is an accountable creat1ue, 
and the reflection that she has an immortal soul ? 

Cicero spoke it as the highest commendation of 
Cato's character, that he embraced philosophy, not 
for the sake of disputing 11.ke a philosopher, but living 
like one. The chief purpose of Christian knowledge 
is to promote the great end of a Christian life. Every 
rational woman should, no doubt, be able to give a 
reason of the hope that is in her; but this knowledge 
is best acquired, and the duties consequent on it best 
performed, by reading books of plain piety and prac
tical devotion, and not by entering into the endless 
feuds, and engaging in the unprofitable contentions, of 
partial controversialists. Nothing is more unamiable 
than the narrow spirit of party zeal ; nor is any thing 
more disgusting than to bear a woman deal out judg
ments, and denounce anathemas, against any one who 
happens to differ from her in some opinion, perhaps 
of no real importance, and which, it is probable, she 
may be just as wrong in rejecting, as the object of her 
censure is in embracing. A furious and unmerciful 
female bigot wanders as far beyond the limits pre
scribed to her sex, as a Thalestris or a Joan d' Arc. 
Violence of temper has made as few converts as tiJe 
sword; and the appearance of the former is almost 
as disgusting in a woman, as the use of the latter 
w,.mld be unnatural. 

But, though no one will be frightened out of the,ir 
opinions, yet they may be persuaded out of them ; 
they may be touched by the affecting earnestness of 
serious conversation, and allured by the attractive 
beauty of a consistently serious life. And while a 
young woman ought to dread the name of a wrangling 
polemic, it is her duty to aspire after the honourable 
character of a sincere Christian. But this dignified 
character she can by no meaus deserve, if she is ever 
afraid to avow her p1·inciples, or ashamed to defend 
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them. A profligate who makes it a point to ridicule 
every thing which comes under the appearance of 
formal instruction, will be disconcerted at the spirited 
yet modest rebuke of a pious young woman. But 
there is as much efficacy in the manner of reproving 
profaneness, as in the words. If she corrects it with 
moroseness, she defeats the effect of her remedy, by 
her unskilful manner of administering it. If, on the 
other hand, she affects to defend the insulted cause of 
God, in a faint tone of voice, and studied ambiguity 
of phras~, or_with a levity of manner, and a certain 
expression of pleasure in her eyes, which proves she 
is secretly delighted with what she pretends to cen
sure, she injures religion much more than he did who 
pub] icly profaned it; for she plainly indicates, either 
that she does not believe, or respect, what she pro
fesses. The other attacked it as an open foe : she 
betrays it as a false friend. No one pays any l'egard 
to the opinion of an avowed enemy ; but the deser
tion _or treachery of a professed friend is dangerous 
indee·d ! ' 

It is a strange notion which prevails in the world , 
that religion only belongs to the old and the melan
choly, and that it is not worth while to pay the least 
attention to it, while we are capable of attendiug to 
any thing else. They allow it to be proper enough 
for the clergy, whose business it is, and for the aged, 
who have not spirits for any business at all. But till 
they can prove, that none except the clergy and th e 
o~ed d·ie, it must be confessed, that this is most 
wretched reasoning. 

Great injury is also done to the interests of reli
gion, by placing it in a gloomy and unamiable light . 
It is sometimes spoken of as if it would actually· 
make a handsome woman ugly, · or a young one 
wrinkled. But can any thing be more absurd than 
to represent the beauty of holiness as the source of 
deformity? 
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There are few, perhaps, so entirely plunged in 
hasiness, or absorbed in pleasure, as not to intend, 
at some future time, to set about a religious life in 
good earnest. But then they consider it as a kind 
of dernier resort, and think it prudent to drfer Hying 
to this disagreeable refuge, till they have no relish 
left for any thing else. Do they forget, that to per
form this g1·eat business well requires aU the strength 
of their youth, ancf all the vigour of their unimpaired 
capacities? To confirm this assertion, the,v may ob-

- serve how much the slightest indisposition, even in 
the most active season of life, disorders every fa
culty, and disqualiiies them for attending to the most 
ordinary affairs: and then let them reflect bow littl_e 
able they will be to transact the most important of 
all business, in the moment of excruciating pain, or 
in the day of universal debility. . 

When the senses are palled with excessive grati
fication; when the eye is tired with seeing, and the 
ear with bearing; when the spirits are so sank, that 
the grasshopper is become a burthen; bow shall the 
blunted apprehension be capable of understanding a 
new science, or the worn-out heart be able to relish 
a new pleasure? 

To put off religion till we have lost all taste for 
amusement, to refuse listening to the " voice of the 
charmer," till oar enfeebled orgaDs can· no longer 
li sten to the voice of " singing men and singing wo
men," and not to devote oar days to Heaven till we 
Lave "no pleasure in them" ourselves, is bat au un
gracious offering. And it is a wretched sacrifice to 
the God of Heaven, to preseDt him with the rem
ua nts of decayed appetites, and the leavings of ex
ti nguished passions. 
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MISCELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS 

ON 

GOOD sense is as different from genius, as perception 
is from invention ; yet, though distinct qualities, th~y 
frequently subsist together. It is altogether opposite 
to wit, but by no means inconsistent with it. It is not 
science, for there is such a thing as unlettered good 
sense; yet, though it is neither wit, learning, nor 
genius, it is a substitute for each, where they do not 
exist, and the perfection of all where they do . 

Good sense is so far from deserving the appellation 
of common sense, by which it is frequently called, that 
it is perhaps one of the rarest qualities of the human 
mind. If, indeed, this name is given it in respect to 
its peculiar suitableness to the purposes of common 
life, there is great propriety in it. Good sense ap
pears to differ from taste in this, that taste jg an in
stantaneous decision of the mind, a sudden relish of 
what is beautiful, or disgust at what is defective in 
an object, without waiting for the slower confirmation 
of . the judgment. Good sense is perhaps that confir
mation which establishes a suddenly conceived idea, 
or feeling, by the powers of comparing and reOecting. 
They differ also in this, that taste seems to have a 
more immediate reference to arts, to literature, and 
to almost every object of the senses ; while good sense 

• The author begs leave to offer an apology for introducing 
this Essay, which, she fears, may be tNougbt foreign to her 
purpose. But she hopes that her earne8t desire of exciting a 
taste for literature in young ladies (wh ich enconragecl her to 
hazard the following remaiks), will not obstruct her general 
design, even if it does not actually promote it, 
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rises to moral excellence, and exerts its influence on 
life and manners. Taste is fitted to th e perception 
and enjoyment of whatever is beautiful in art or 
nature: goncl sense, to th e improvement of the con-
duct, and the regulation of the beart. _ 

Yet the term goocl sense is nsed, indiscriminately, 
to express either a finished taste for letters, or an 
invariable prudence in the affairs of life. It is some
times applied to the most moderate abilities, in which 
case , th e expression is certainly too strong; and at 
others to tbe most shining, when it is as much too 
weak and inadequate. A. sensible man is the usual, 
but unappropriated phrase, for eve1·y degree in tbe 
scale of unde r landing, from the sober mortal, who 
obtains it by bis decent demeanour and solid dulness, 
to bim whose talents qualify him to rank with a Bacon, 
a Harris, or a J ohr'lson. 

Genius is the power of invention and imitation . It
is an in communicable faculty: no art or skill of the 
possessor can bestow th e smallest portion of it on 
another: no pains or labour can reach the summit of 
perfect ion, where the seeds of it are wanting in the 
mind: yet it is capable of infinite improvement where 
it actually exists; and is _attended with the highest 
capacity uf communicating instruction, as well as de
light, to others. 

It is. the peculiar property of genius to strike 
out great or beautiful things: it is th e fe licity of 
goocl sense not to do absurd ones. Geni'ltS breaks out 
in splendid sentiments and elevated ideas; good sense 
confines its more circumscribed, but perhaps more 
useful walk, within the limits of prudence and pro
priety. 

The poet's eye, in a fine frenzy rolling, 
Uvth glance from bta ven to earth, from earth to heaven; 
An rl, ao imagin illion bodies forth 
The forms of things unk11own, the µoet's pen 
Tnrus then, to shape, and gives to airy nothing 
A local habitation and a name. 
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This is perhaps the finest picture of human georns 
that ever was drawn by a human pencil. It presents 
a living image of a creative imaginat ion, or a power 
of inventing things wbich have no actual existence. 

With superficial judges, who, it must he confessed, 
make up . the greater pa1·t ..of the mass of mankind, 
talents are only liked or understood to a certain de
gree. Lofty ideas are above the reach of ordinary 
apprehensions .: the vulgar allow those who possess 
them to be in a somewhat higher state of mind than 
themsel11-es; but of the vast gu lf which separates 
them they have not the least conception. They ac
knowledge a superiority; but of its extent they nei
ther know the value, nor can conceive the reality. 
It is true, the mind, as well as the eye, can take in 
objects larger than itself; hut tbis is only true. of 
great minds : for a man of low capacity, who consi
ders a consummate genius, resembles one who, seeing 
a column for the first time, and standing at too great a 
distance to take in the whole of it, concludes it to be 
flat. Or, like one unacquainted with the first princi
ples of philosophy, who, finding th e sensible horizon 
appear a plain surface, can form no idea of the sphe
rical form of the whole, which ,be does not see, and 
laughs at the account of antipodes which he cannot 
comprehend. 

Whatever is excellent is also rare: what is useful 
is more common. How manv thousands are born 
qualified for the coarse employments of lifeJ for one 
who is capable of excelling in the fine ans ! yet so 
it ought to be, because our natural wants are more 
numerous, and more importunate, ti.Jan the intel
lectual. 

Wbenever it happens that a man of distinguished 
talents has been drawn by mistake, or precipitated by 
passion, into any dangerous indiscretion, it is common 
for those whose coldness of temper has _supplied the 
place, and usurp ed the name of prudence, io boast of 
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their own steadier virtue, and triumph in their own 
superior caution; ouly because they have never been 
assailed by a temptation strong enough to surprise 
them into error. And with what a visible appropria
tion of the character to themselves, do they eonstantly 
conclude with a cordial compliment to cornmon sense! 
They point out the beauty and usefulness of this qua
lity so forcibly and explicitly, that you cannot possi
bly mistake whose picture they are drawing with so 
flattering a pencil. The unhappy man whose conduct 
has been so feelingly arraigned, perhaps acted ~rom 
good, though mistaken motives ; at least from motives 
of which his censurer has not capacity to judge : hut 
the event was unfavourable, nay the action might be 
really wrong, and the vulgar maliciously take the op
portunity of this single indiscretion, to lift themselves 
nearer on a level with a character, which, except in 
this instance, has al ways thrown them at the most dis-
graceful and mortifying distance. _ 

The elegant biographer of Collins, in his affecting 
apology for that unforfonate genius, remarks, "That 
the gifts of imagination bring the heaviest task on tl1e 
vigilance of reason ; and to bear those faculties with 
unerring rectitude, or invariable propriety, requires a 
degree of firmness, and of cool attention, which does 
not always attend the higher gifts of the mind ; yet 
difficult as nature herself seems to have rendered the 
task of regularity to genius, it is the supreme conso
lation of duloess, and of folly, to point with gothic 
triumph to those excesses which are the overflowing 
of faculties they never enjoyed ." 

Bat what the greater part of the world mean by 
common sense, will be generally found, on a closer in
qu iry, to be art, fraud, or selfishness! That sort of 
saving prudence which makes men extremely atten
tive to their own safety or profit; <liligent in the pur
suit of their own pleasures or interests; and perfectly 
at their ease as to what becomes of the rest of man-
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kind. Furies, where their own property is concerned; 
philosophers, whev nothing but the good of others is 
at stake; and perfectly resigned under all calamities 
but their own. 

When we see so many accomplished wits of the 
present age, as remarkable for the decorum of their 
lives as for the brilliancy of their writings, we may 
believe, that, next to principle, it is owing to their 
good sense, which regulates and chastises their imagi
nations. The vast conceptions which enable a true 
genius to ascend the sublimest heights, may be so con
nected with the stronger passions, as to g-ive it a 
natural tendency to fly off from the straight line of 
regularity; till good sense, acting on the fancy, mRkes 
it gravitate powerfully towards that virtue which is its 
proper centre. • 

Add to this, when it is considered witb what imper
fection the Divine Wisdom has thought fit to stamp 
every thing human, it will be found, that excellence 
and infirmity are so inseparably wound up in each 
other, that a mah derives the soreness of temper, and 
irritability of nerve, which make him uneasy to others, 
and unhappy in himself, from those exquisite feel
ings, and that elevated pitch of thought, by which.J as 
the Apostle expresses it on a more serious occasion, 
he is, as it were, out of the body. 

It is not astoni-shing, therefore, when the spirit 
is carried away by the magnificence of its own ideas, 

Not touch'd, but rapt; not waken'd, but inspir'd ; 

that the frail body, whicb is the natural victim of 
pain, disease, and death, should not always be abl e 
to follow the mind in its noblest aspirations, but should 
be as imperfect as if it belonged only to an ordinary 
soul. 

Besides, might not Providence intend to humble 
l1uman pride, by presenting to our eyes so mortifying 
a view of the weakness and infirmity of even his best 
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work? Perhaps man, who is already but a little lower 
than the angels, might, like the revolted spirits to
tally have shaken off obedience and· submission to bis 
Creator, bad not God wisely tempered human excel
lence with a certain consciousness of its own -imper
fection. But though this inevitable alloy of weak
ness may frequently be found in the best characters, 
yet bow can that be the source of triumph and exalta
tion to any, which, if properly weighed, must be the 
deepest motive of humiliation to all? A good-na
tured man will be so far from rejoicing, that fie will 
be secretly troubled, whenever be reads that the 
greatest Roman moralist was tainted with avarice, 
and the greatest British philosopher with venality . 

It is remarked by Pope, in his Essay on Criticism, 
that, 

Ten censure wrong, for one who writes amiss. 

But I apprehend it'does not therefore follow, that to. 
judge is more difficult than to write. If this were the 
case, the critic would be superior to the poet, whereas 
it appears lo be directly the contrary. " The criiic 
(says the great ~hampion of Sbakspeare) but fashions 
tbe body of a work~ the poet must add the soul, 
which gives force and direction to its actions and 
gestures." It should seem that the reason why so 
many more judge wrong, than write ill, is because 
the 11umber of rear1ers is beyond all proportion greater 
than the number of writers. Every man who reads 
is in some measure a critic, and, with very common 
abilities, may point out real faults and material errors 
in a very well-wr.itten book; but it by no means fol
lows that he is aule to write any thing comparable to 
the work which he is capable of censuring. And 
unless the uumbers of those who write, and of those 
who judge, were more equal, the calculation seems 
not to be quite fair. 

A capacity for relishing works of genius is the 
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indubitable sign of a good tasle. But if a proper dis
position and ability to enjoy the compositions of others 
entitle a man to the claim of reputation, it is still a 
far inferior degree of merit to bis who can invent and 
produce those compositions, the bare disquisition of 
which gives the critic no small .share of fame. 

The President of the Royar Academy, in bis a<lmi
rable Discourse on Imitation, bas set the foll.)' of de
pending on unassisted genius in the clearest light; 
and has shown the necessity of adding the knowledge 
of others to our own native powers, in his usual 
striking and masterly manner. "The mind," says he, 
"is a barren soil, is a soil soon exhausted, and will 
produce no crop, or only one, unless it be continually 
fertilize~, and enriched with foreign matter." 

Yet it bas been objected, that study is a great 
enemy to originality: but even if this were true, it 
would perhaps be as well that an author should give 
us the ideas1 of far better writers, mixed and assimi
lated with the matter in his own mind, as those crude 
and undigested thoughts wbich be ,,a)ues under the 
notion that they are. original. The sweetest honey 
neither tastes of the rose, the honeysuckle, nor the 
carnation ; yet it is compounded of the very essence 
of them all. 

If in the other fine arts this accumulation of know
ledge is necessary, it is indispensably so in poetry. 
It is a fatal rashness for any one to trust too much to 
his own stock of ideas. He mast invigorate them by 
,exercise, polish them by conversation, and increase 
them by every species of elega,nt and virtuous know
ledge, and the mind will not fail to reproduce with 
interest those seeds which are sown in it by study and 
observation. Above all, let every one guard against 
the dangerous opinion that he knows euoagh : an opi
nion that will weaken the energy and reduce the pow
J')rs of the mind, which, thqagh once p~rhaps vigorous 
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and effectual, will be sunk t,o a state of literary imbe
cility, by cherishing vain and presumptuous ideas of 
its own independence. ' 

For instance, it may not be necessar_y that a poet 
should be deeply skilled in the Linnrean system; but 
it must be allowed, that a general acquaintance with 
plants and flowers will furnish him with a delight
ful and profitable species of instruction. He is not 
obliged to trace Nature in all her nice and varied ope
rations, with the minute accuracy of a Boyle, or tbe ~ 
laborious investigation of a Newton ; but bis good 
sense will point out to him, that no inconsiderable por
tion of philosophical knowledge is requisite to the 
completion of his literary character. The sciences 
are more independent, and require little or no assist
ance from the graces of poetry; but poetry, if she 
would charm and instruct, must not be so haughty : 
she must Le contented to borrow of the sciences many 
of her choicest allusions, and many of her most grace
ful embellishments; and does it not magnify the cha
racter of true poesy, that she includes within herself 
all the scattered graces of every separate art? 

The rules of the great masters in criticism may not 
be so necessary to the forming a good taste, as the 
examination of those original mines from whence they 
drew their treasures of knowledge. · 

The three celebrated Essays on the Art of Poetry 
do not teach so much by their laws, as by their ex
amples ; the dead letter of their rules is less in
structive than the living spirit of their verse. Yet 
tliese rules are, to a young poet, what the study of 
logarithms is to a young mathematiciaa: they do not 
so much contribute to form bis judgment, as afford 
him the satisfaction of convincing him that be is right. 
They do not preclude the difficufty of the operation: 
but at the conclusion of it, furnish him with a fuller 
demonstration that be bas proceeded on proper princi-
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pies. When he has well studied the masters io whose 

schools the first critics formed themselves, and fan

cies he has caught a spa rk of their divine /l ame, it 

may be a good method lo try bis owa compo itioas by 

tbe test of the critic rules, so f'ar at lea t as the me

chanism of poetry goes. If the examination be fa ir 

aud caadid, this trial, like the touch of Ithuriel's spear, 

will detect every lateat error, aud bring to light every 

favourite failing . · 

Good taste always suits the measure of its arl.mira

tion to the merit of the composition it examines. It 
accotnmodales its praises, or its censure, lo the excel

lence of a work, and appropriates it to the nature of 

it. General applause, or indiscriminate abuse, i.; the 

ign of a vulgar underslanr1ing. There are cerlaiu 

blemis,hes which the judicious and good-natured reader 

will candidly overlook. But the fa lse sublime·, the 

tumour .which is intended for greatness, the distorted 

figure, the puerile conceit, aDd the iocoDgruous me

taphor, these a1'e defects for which scarcely any other 

kind of merit cau atone. And yet ther~ may he more 

hope of a writer ( especially i(' he be a young one), 

who is now and the.n gu ilty of some of tbese faults, 

than of one who avoids them all, 11ot through judg

ment, but feebl eness, and who, instead of deviating 

into error, is continually falliag short of exce ll ence. 

For the mere absence of error implies tliat moderate 

and inferior degree of merit, with wbich a cold heart 

and a phlegmatic tas te will be better satisfied, than 

with the magni£ice11t irregularities of exalted spirits. 

Jt stJ•etches some minds to an uneasy extension, to be 

obliged lo attend to com positions super laf iY ely excel

lent; and it contracts liberal soals to a painfal nar

rowne s to descend to books of inferior merit. A 

work of capital genius, to a man of an ordinary mind, 

is the bed of Procrustes to one of a short stature; the 

man is too little to fill np the space assigned him, and 
E 



7-! ON GENIUS, TASTE, 

undergoes the torture in attempting it: aDd a mode
rate or low production, lo a man of brillianL talents, is 
the pnnishment in □ icled by lilezeulins; the livin g 
spirit has too much anirnatiou to eudure patiently to 
be in conta t with a dead body. 

Taste seems to l.,e a sentiment of tlte soul ;vbich 
gives the bias to opiuion, for we feel before we reflect . 
Without this sentiment, all knowledge, learning, and 
opinion, would be cold, inert materials, whereas th ey 
become active principles when stirred, kindled, and 
inflamed, by this animating quality. 

Th ere is another feeling whicu is called enthusiasm. 
The enthusiasm of sensible hearts. is so strong that it 
not only yields to the impulse with which striking 
objects act on it, but such hearts help on the effec t by 
their own sensibility. In a scene where Shakspeare 
and Garrick give perfection to each other, the feeling 
heart does not merely accede to the delirium they oc
casion: it does more; it is enamoured of it, it solicits 
the de! usion, it sues to 1e deceived, and grudgingly 
cLerishes the sacred treasure of its feelings . The poet 
and pe1 former coucur in carrying us 

Beyond this visible diurnal sphere. 

TL1ey bear us aloft in their airy course with unre
sisted rapidity, if tu ey meet not with any obstrnction 
from the coldness of our own feelings. Perhaps, only 
a few flue spirits can enter into tbe detail of their 
writing and acting; but tbe multitude do not enjoy 
less acutely, because they are not able philosophically 
to analyze the sources of their joy or sorrow. If the 
others have the adva,,tage of judging, th ese have at 
least the privilege of feeling; and it is not from com
plaisauce to a few leadingjudg·es, that they burst into 
peals oflaughter, or melt into delightful agony> their 
lrearts decide, and ti.tat is a decision from whence there 
lies no appeal. It must however be confessed, that 
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the nicer separations of character, and the lighter and 
almost imperceptibl e shades which sometimes di s tin
guish th em, will not be in timately r eli shed, unless 
there be a consonancy of taste, as well as.feelimg, in 
the spectator; thou gh, where the pas ions are prin
cipally concerned: the profane vulgar come in for a 
larger portion of tLe uni versa] d eli ght, than critics am] 
connoisseurs a"i·e willing to allow th e m. 

Y e t entlmsiasrn, thou gh the natural concomitant of 
genius, is no more genius itse lf, than drunke nness is 
cheerfulness : and that entlmsiasm, which di scovers 
itself on occasions not worthy to exc ite it, i s th e mark 
o a wretched judgment and--a false tnste. 

r a ture produ ces inn am era b le objects: to imitate 
them, is the province of Genius; to di r ect those imita
tions, is the property of Judgment ; to d ecid e on th e ir 
e,ffects, i s the bu sin ess ofTctste. For l'aste , who sits as 
·supreme judge on the product ion of Genins, is not 
satisfi ed when she mere ly imita tes ature: she must 
also, says an ingenious Fre nc h writer, imita te bea1tt-iful 
Nature . It r equires no lessjudgment to reject tba u to 
ch oose; and Genius mig-ht imitiate what is v ulgar, 
und er pretence that it was natural, if Taste did not 

. carefully po int out fhose objects which are most pro
per for imitation . It a lso requ ires a very nice. di s
ce rnment to distinguish veri simili tude from truth; for 
there is a truth in Taste near ly as co nclusiv e as d e
monstration in m athemati cs. 

Genius, when in th e full impetuosity of its career, 
often tou ches on th e very brink o f error; and is, p e r
l1ap s, n ever so near th e verge of th e precipi ce, as wh e n 
indu lg in g its s ublim est fli ghts. It is in those g rea t, 
but danger ous m oments , that the <',nrb of vigilant 
judgment i s most waoting; wbi le safe and sober Dul
ness observes one ted iou s and insipid round of tire 
some 1miformity, and steers equ ally clear of eccentri
city an d of beauty. Dulness ha few r edu ndanci es to 
re trench, few luxuriancies to prune, and few irregu~ 



76 ON GENIUS, TASTE, 

larities to smooth. Tbese, though errors, are the er
rors of Genius, for there is rarely redundancy without 
plenitude, or irregularity without greatness. Tbe ex
cesses of Genius may easily be_ retrench ed, but the 
deficiencies of Dulness can never be supplied. 

Those who copy from others will doubtless he less• 
excellent than tl1ose who copy from Nature. To imi
tate imitators, is the way to depart too far from the 
great original herself. Tbe latter copies of an en
graving reta in fainter and fainter traces of the sub
ject, to wbich tbe earlier impressions bore so. strong 
a resemblance. 

It seems very extraordinary, that it should be the 
most diflicult thing in tbe world to be natural; and 
that it should be harder to hit off the manners of real 
life, and to delineate such characters as we converse 
with every day, th an to imagi ne such as do not exist. 
Bat caricature is much easier tli an an exact outline, 
and the colouring of fancy less diffi cult than that of 
tn1th. 

People do .not always know what taste they have, 
till it is a wakened by some corresponding ohject ; nay,
genius itself is a fire, which in many minds would 
never blaze, if not kinJled by S()me external cause. 

Nature, ihai munificent mother, when she bestows 
the pow er of jud[!:ing, accompanies it with tbe capa
city of' enjoying. Th e judgment which is clear sighted, 
points out such objects as are calculated to inspire 
love, and th e bearl instantan eously attaches itself to 
whatever i lovtly. 

In· regard to literary reputation, a great deal de
pends 9n th e state of learnin g, in tlie particular age or 
nation in , bich an author lil' es. In a dark and igno
rnnt period, mod erate knowl edge will entitle its pos
sessor to a coo iderable share of fame; whereas, to 
be distingnisl1ed in a polite and l ettered age, r equires 
striking parts and deep erudition. 

When a nation begins to eLUerge frolil a state of 
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mental darkness, and lo strike out the first rudiments 

of improvement, it chalks out a few strong but incor

rect sketches, gives the rude outlines of general art, 

and leaves the filling up to th e leisure of happi er 

days, and the refinement of more enlightened times. 

Their drawing is a rude Sbozzo, and th eir poetry wild 

minstrelsy. 
Perfection of taste is a point, which a nation no 

sooner reacues than it overshoots; and it is more dif

ficult to return to it, after ha vin g passed it, than it 

was to attain when tl1ey fell short of it. Where the 

arts begin to languish, after having flourish ed, they 

seldom, indeed, fall back to th eir original barbarism, 

but a certain feebleness of exertion takes place; and 

it is more difficult to reco ver th em from this clyiui; 

lan guor to their proper strengtu, than it was to polish 

them from fheir former rud eness; foT it is a less for

midable nm1ertakin g to re fine barbarity, than to stop 

decay : th e first may be laboured into elegance, but 

the latter will rarely he trengthened in to vigour. 

1'as te exerts itself at first but feebly and imper

fectly: it is repressea aud kept back by a crowd of 

the most discouragiug prejud ices; like an infant 

prince, who, though born to reign, set bolds ·an idle 

sceptre, wbicb he ha not pow er lo use, but is obliged 

to see with the eyes, and uear through the ears, of 

other me n. 
A writer of correct taste 1Vil1 bardly ever go out of ' 

his way even in search of embellish men t: lie will 

st'udy to attain tbe be , t e nd b_v the most natural 

meaas: for he knows that what is nol natural cannot 

be beautiful, and that 11otlii11g can be beautiful out of 

its owu place; for an i111prop er situation will convert 

the most striking beanly iato a ·gJaring tlefect. When 

by a well-connected cbain of id eas , or a judicious suc

cession of events, tbe r ea<le r is snatched lo " Thebes 

or Athens," what can be more impertinent, than for 

the poet to obstruct the op eralion of the pass ion he 
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has just been kindling, by introducing a conceit which 
contradicts his pnrpose, and interrupts his business? 
Indeed, we cannot be transported, even in idea, to 
those places, if the poet does not manage so adroitly, as not to make us sensible of the journey : the ins tant 
we feel we are travellin g, tbe writer's art fails, and 
the delirium is at an encl . 

Proserpin e , says Ovid, wo uld ha ve been restored to her moth er Ceres, bad not Ascalaphus seen her 
stop to gather a golden apple, when th e terms of her 
restorati on were, that she should taste nothing. A story pregnant with instru ction for liv ely writers, who 
by ne !/:lecting the main business , and go in g oat of the 
way for false g ratificati ons, lose sight of the end th ey should principall y k eep in view. It was this false 
taste th at introdL1 ced the numberle s concetti, which 
di grace the brightest of the Itali an poets; and this 
is the r eason, why th e r eader only -feels short and in
terrupt ed snatches of clelighl, in p eru in g the brilliant 
b nt un equal com posit ions of Ariosto, in tead of that unbroken and un d imini shed pleasure, which he con
stantl y r ecei ves from Virgil-, frl)m Milton, and gene
rall y from Tasso. The first-mentio.necl Ita li an is th e 
A talanta, who will i nterrupt the most eager caree r, to 
p ick up the gli tterin ~ mischief, while th e Mantnan and the British bards, like Hippomene , press on 
warm in th e pnrsuit, and anseduced by temptation. 

A writer of real ta ste will take great pains in the 
perfection of his style, to make the r eader believe 
t hat he took none at all. The wr iti ng which appears 
to be most easy, will be generall y fo und to be least imitaule. Th e most elegent ve rses are th e most easily 
retained: they fa ten th emse lv es oo th e memory, 
without it making- any en·ort to pre erve them; and 
we are apt to imagin e, th at wh at is remembered wilh 
ease, was written without difficulty. 

To conclude-Genius is a r are and precious gem, 
of which few know th e worth : it is fitter for th e caT 
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binet of the connoisseur, than for the commerce of 
mankind. Good sense is a bank bill, convenient for 
change, negotiable at all times, and current in all 
places. It knows the nlue of small things, and con
siders that an aggregate of them makes up the sum of 
human affairs. It elevates common concerns into 
matters of jmporlance, by performing them in the 
best manner, and at the most suitable season. Good 
sense carries with it the idea of eqnality, while Genius 
is always suspected of a design to impose the burden 
of superiority; and respect is paitl to it with that re
luctance which always attends other imposts; the 
lower orders of mankind genera lly repining most at 
demands by which they are least liable to be affec ted. 

As it is the character of Genius to penetrate with a 
lynx's beam into unfathomabl e ahy ses and uncreated 
worlds, and to see what is not, so it is the property 
of good sense to distinguish perfectly, and judge accu
rately, what really is. Goorl sen e bas not so piercing 
an eye, but it has as clear a sight: it does not pene
trate so deeply, but as far as it cloes see, it discerns 
distinctly. Good sense is a judicious mechanic, wbo 
can produce beauty and convenience out ·of suitable 
means; but Genius (I speak with reverence of the 
immeasurable distance) bears some remote resem
blance to the Divine Architect, who produced perfec
tion of beauty without any visible materials, who 
.spake, and it was created; who said , let it /;e , ancl it 
was. 

FINIS. 

C. Wl1illi ugha111, College IIuusc, Chis ,, ick, 
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