
FARMER JONES AND THE TARIFF 
" A FRIEND IN DISGUISE 

F~rmer Jone& &11t on his back Yerandah watd1ing hi, CNJ)ll !CT'()W 
under the l':'lltle inJlueneeof a May eYening. Hi• feel were up, 
his pipe WM ,:oin~, therunellofthe new spring.,,.rth WM in hi• 
no,mils. Outintheharrowedflelililthegrainwa.s•howinginlonr 
g!'effllines,,,,hileontherollinghilloac""'"therivertheseaoon'a 
haycropwaaalandingintangWriehncss. )lingledwi.ththeoonp 
of birds, hi• eager ear eaught a oound quite "" attractiv1>-the 
insidiousoomethingwhich told of abundant and progre,oh•e plant 
life . It waohishwr ofplealiure, and heenjoyod it tolhe!u\l. 
Rn\ on this particular evening he was doomed to bewme the prey 
of a foreign influence which thnatened to tum his oonlonW 
brooding into a fit of melancholy, A~ he watched his fields he 
begantoastimatehi&profit.,•nbtraetingexpenditur-eafr»mr=ipts 
and c~lculating how the former might be r,dueM. The thi11.g,, he 
hadt◊huy,the..-earandtearonthethingshealr,&dypo""""""'1 

weredulytakenintoaeoount 
The Agriculturnl Beare-crow 

.At thU p(lint, that agricultural"""""' crow, the tariff, stelked 
into hi• soliloquy. Ile recalled fr.agmenl,; ef the pamphlet. lnd 
newspapers he had read,wild word• from the inaecurateorations 
hchadh'-"'rd on the subject, all of which claimed to have proven 
thatthetariffwaiitheyokenpontheCanodianf&nner'onookthat 
ohainedhimtoperpetualslaveryontheland. Hth-allegations 
,.,re true, the tarllf, and th°"'8 oorpnlent monopolist. who were 
r,preient«! a& profiting by iu, exiJatcno,, would take their toll of 
every broad acre he pooressed. Thi• was the reason, then., thst 
there wa, not a larger margin betwocn hia annual debits and 
Cr<,clits. 

Farmer J◊M• pnt down his feet. Ile leaned aD.Iionsly forward 
andsoannedthefieldaalreadydioappearinginthetwilight .. 
though capitalists, with giant hondt, "'""' ,natehing them bodily 
away. He oould eao.ily ;magine that he MW stont lillle men, wilh 
sealringsandheavywatchchainssonlT)'ingoverthe fem:a,cany
ing bushelao! ,cheat, Moa,·e11 of corn and hMikets Qf ll"ui!. De
preooe<l by his ~i,;ion, Farmer Jones pul away his now tast~less pipe. 

"Blast them]" he remarked, nferriug to tho •bunt tariff 
makeN,"lwish Iho<lthcmoutinlhehayfieldonahotday. I'd 
taketh~humpsofftheirotomaehAandputthemon their backs.'' 

Mr.JonesCon•ult$theCusto,nsRelurn., 
This nmarlc •howe<l that the genial Jones wss in a11. extremely 

p"""'imi•tie mood, whielt oo,npelled him to turn his baek on his 
fielill,enterhi• house,andsit down befon hi,; gr011to\d.fashion~ 



d""k with ita quaint pill')On holes foll ol m11&ty boob and pape" 
.'olr. Jon<l8· intention.,...,, to re<luce himself !<I ••tateof ab!lolnte 

dep,,_ion by ~..Jing anti-tariff literature, but hi,, attention wu 
arr.,.ted by a blue book which had juat a.:rrived that day from 
Ottawa, It contained the returns of the Custmns Depa.:rtme.nt. ~r. 
Jones glanced through the ord~l)· array ol figu!"e« and ter,oe sig
nilkant statements, so difl'e~nt from t"'-e ,.·hieh had threatened 
to undtrmine the cheerfolnffl'l of his disposition a few minntt. 
before. He noticed, that the duty colle,,ted on apirim and win.., 
imp0rtod into Canada during HHO amounted to $5,955,645.40, 
which went into the Dominion trea.sury and helped to make up the 
total re,·enueoftheeonntry. 

Tun the l'armer Dol1n't Pay 
"Who pays that ,i:r millioDllf" a&kt<.I i;'armer Jo,,.,. of him

••" "I don't drink ipiri«i. No one on this eonc0Mion drinks. 
Practically no one in the township toncb<lA liquor. We have had 
~:•:ho:it~~~efor three Y"""' and it hM not been sold in the county 

Clearly the !armen, about hert ,lo not pay any of that ei,: 
millions. Who d0tt thw I T~mperan,•c ~t,.tiltics sho..- that WOii 
liquor is consumed in large eities, where then, are at !eut two 
distinct cl- of people, the .-ery rich and the very poor. A duty 
on liquor ifi a tax on a l=nry. It tends to p!Me it beyond the 
reaehof the poor and takes a little of the extra poeket money of 
the rieh. There!on,, it bu a moral efl'ect on the p()Or at all event.. 
Mocoover, it doe,; not tu a n~s,e"6ity tuch M bread. Therefon,, it 
5ooms that without injuring anyone, a great sum ;, added to the 
re,·enues of the country. Where is the harm in that bit of the 
tariltf" 

Over 81:< Millions of Revenue on Spirits 
Farmer Jones, after arriving at this s!age of hill argu1oen\ with 

hinlllCU turMd over morf: pages of th-0 c11stoms returns. Having 
"1arted with one kind of into,i~ating liquors he determined to find 
QU\ how much other kind• were adding to the national pocket of 
Canada. He found that the duties on ale, porter and lager beer 
amoullled to $211,733.83 in 1910. Ale, ponH or beer had never 
I0'1Chcd bis palatt, or those of his fo1>r sons. Wine WM a more 
my,,tcrion,atranger . Hcl,'ldread about it in thellible,aml fully 
beli<1Yed in its powers M a mocker, b1>t had never ~t'Cn ii to his 
knowledge; and he would ha,·e staked his farm tht1t :U... Jonee 
had never ga.ze<l on it when it was red or any other color. Yet, 
these intoxieating liquors, whfoh were unfamiliar beverag,.s to him 
~:~i!~ all his acquaintance, furniohe.J over sii< millions of cu•toms 

Even Rivals of Farmer Jones Help Him. 
~r. Jones knew that all the n&tioual revenues M,. "p()Oled," 

that i.,, put into one vast acoouut from which all expe.n""" are paid. 
His taxell went in with the ,.,..t. It wa,i quite clear, then,fore, that 
h;. tax<1 would be leaened in proportion to tbe amount of national , 



J'Mennederivedfromother$0uroNothauadirncttaxonlRBd. Oon
""luently, the~ oix ·miUions oollected in duti"" on into~ieating 
liquorl-aedtoroon>edegreethetll ... onhilproperty. ~Ir.Jon"" 
•M perple~ed. He had bee.n taught that the t.arilr WM hiA eru,my. 
In this cMe, at any rate, it wu htll fri~n<l. Ile oontinllbl to run 
overthei~mAinthe.eheduleo. Theclutyonanimabimportedinto 
Canada during 1910 amounted to$167,350.38;on butter, $15.702.• 
08;ontgp,t2Q,305.4Z;o11grai11a11ditsproducta,$273,4U.17;on 
green fruiti,, $267,9:l7.9·1, ~od on wiwtabl~•. $3,>0,661.~;, 

The efl'ect of thia duty wu two-fold; $1,095,381.S-I wu added 
to the national rn,·..uue, and hiacompetito,.. were plaeed under a 
handicap in competition for the Canadian market. Ile had all 
th-articleoonthemarlt;,thimoelf. The~forn,thi,mnchabneed 
taril'l'waeooruierringasellingfieldforhimandmakinghtllrival8 
helppayhi,tau,s. 

Natlon&l!l:l:pendltnl'ffofUtetothePanner. 
}fr.Jon..,, beingamanofingeniomturnofmind,looltedat the 

problem BIi it a/rooted him in another way. He knew what few 
realize-that ont of the special ~venue,, of t~ eountry tM ma
jority of the gr,eat publie wor-b ate finanood. Hethoughtmusingly 
of the outcry which would be raited by roome of his tigl,t-&ted 
1><>ighbol"!'!if11le~y,.·a11mndeuponthemdirectlytobuildtheGrand 
Tl'11nk l'8"ific Railway. Yet this great transoontinental w<mld 
benefit their agricnltural community. Farmer Jon..., began hi8 eal
culation• again. Rock-en!, fill, timber land an.d open pmirie 
8Hrag,•d. railwa,· <'On,tru<'linn """" ahnu! ~6.1100 JH'r mi',•· The 
duty on •pirilll for 1910 w1>uld build 170 mil"" of the Tranooon
tinental. The <X>mbined re.-enue deri,·00 from the duty on animab, 
butter,e!{ll'l,cheese,grainandil5products,greenf1'11ililandvege
tabl"", would hnild 31 miles. The oon,mmer,, of intoxicants and 
his Mva18 who had farm produce to sell we~ actually paying for 
the railro.arl whjeh would tralljlpor\ hit pro_J!ure to a wider muket 
thanithadenjoyedbeforcthcadwntofthelinc 

More Tut$ Paid For Him. 
The next item upon which his attention rosted was "Elcetrical 

Apparatus," on which the re.-enue ooll.ected through the duty in 
1910 amounted to $909,482.72. There w1111 not a cent'• worth of 
el,•,•tri,·a! appar~1a, ""''1 wi!hin a radin, <>f 1,,r, i,,ile• nf 11·b,•r, 
irr. Jones live<l. nwellel'II of town~ and citie,i use,! eleetrieal ap
pMalu•. and eon•cquently p.,id all or part of the duty on it. The 
amonnt<X>llccted throughthisdut~- wentintothenatioMltreaimry 
andcas,d the financial burden of Farmer Jon"" 

All Parties Benell\ted 
The el,;etrfoal apparatus duty might ha,·e auother inter""! for 

Mr. JonM and hi$neighbon. There was a riverntar themwhieh 
neC<ledashort ~•nal. Theri,•erconn,,..t..J with a.cityonthclalte 
Tbccityneeded anew doekon it,, harbor clredg,,d $0 All to J)<'nnit 
the entrance ofship•of average tonnage. Iftheeansl were b\liil 
andtheharbormadfa,,e"""ihleMr.,loneswould be one day nearer 
an oeean port, an important considerstion in matten relating to 



comm~l'Cf'. The •um nH<l..d for the wb,.Je worl< of impl'<'nm,,ut 
wauldbeaboat1milliondollan. Somed-,.tbeOoTemmezit,''for 
the iwneral "'ho.nt.i,,, ()f ('~nado," ,..,.,.Jd ,q>!,nd th~ eleetri,•al 
1ppanturevenneupo11th.o.le&Da!audhu001',1adoneemol'l!tbe 
tlrift' wauld 1H the friend of Fmntr Jonee. While it would be 
true,ina....,,thatthebnyenofel""triealappuatuwooldbv.ild 
th..tanal anddeep,ntheh.al-001' fortbepartialhentfkofthe 
a.r,ienltun.lcoantryllltlw!ricinity,itdoeaootfollowth~-omie 
1 .. ,. wonld put them no oompe,-tion for the ertra pM paid 
forlbeeJ.,.tric&lgoodabyl'l!UOnoftb,dat,-. The,-wonldbTe 
htttertowmonicatiouwi1htheagricultunldistrictlandwould.,.1 
theirprodocequi~fflaudcbeaper. Thm,allp&m,swouldbe 
benelltted. 

"Itstrit.me," ... idFanne-rJOl>lllOfiuallr,"tntamoderuel,
P"'lffii.-e tariff i& not .o hlaek u it hu b.<!11 painted." 

Ouada '1 Dntlopmnl Du lo Pro\action. 
Re bepn to anal,-u, Ille p,_,.I period of Canada.'1. indostrial 

ud commercial de.-elopmenl. The Grand Trunt Railwa:r .,... 
linkiuguptwo,_.,,,,,, Wouldilhave1-nbnillifaplebisc:iWhad 
hem taken Ill a country wt,.,,,, the qrien!tunl et- &1'1! in the 
tnajorit,- in the a1-11ce of a .,...iem of modffsle proteotiont Woald 
tbe C. P R. have bN,r, built out of the p"""""" of di...,t land 
tauo,t Farmer JOllell •• inclio«l to ...,.er U- qUlltiou in 
the n~tive. The Georgiu &y unal ooanectina Port Arthur IDd 
Hontl'l!a.1 will be built ..:,me ck,-; the Wella.nd o.naJ will be de,ep
~M. tli St. I.e.wren11e C1..11.1II will be tnlarre,d aud a ~t ••ter
way wi!l be openM for -an 11Nmero to tbe htld of tbe ONd 
Lair& What d- the Mmplttion of th- VBll pnblie ...,,b _,, 
totMfarmfflofCanada,particularlylhoaeintbeprairieP?<>
..;,._.,.hohavern,iutolllip..,..,.1heAtlanticl Theec.tof 
mallltaiaina the militia, tl>e army, the Jff'II uon-divide:ad~ina 
publie eervk9 are dil'l!<!t ehal'I"' en the nation&! re.-e:aue. They 
mutbepaid, Uatari!l'1.raMparlof!hebillit1-lllthe 
llleTitahlt burden of diN!cl tlntioll 011 tbe land, Ill"°"" tuea, poll 
tuoorbusiu•tu-,ill!P(lllll<l OD all urban and rv.ra!Mmmunili& 

hnne:rJouea10onvert. 
It..., midnipl wlin Fanne-r J.,,.,._ haTinc 1111obd tlu<e& pipea 

of~lobauomadeaetat,meattohi-1f. 
"111 bring-this thing up atlheuext meetin,oftheOl'IIJII"," 

heuld,"ThereYltoo111nch&iml•talk1bout"bloatedcapitali&ta" 
and"do11'Utroddea farmero"indn!gedinbytheoratonwborislt 
ne. 111 UR the ew,to1111 ft!llrtll <rvn and rMd a few bud fattl 
I.lid 1\.rllrMont totbeboyg" "Farmer JoueJ," beooatiaued to 
himeelf, ''ituot paying all the WM ia thil eoont17 u he 1111 been 
led to J,.-.Jieve, o,ul he io 1tettio1t A """ J deal of J,..n,ti! fr<>m the 
moaeyeIJINl.dedoathe.,.tiou.""Evmiflam.,-yinrtnMoaa 
f...- thinp b,,canae of thil protective tariff', it _,,,. lo me I ,,... 
'-elltting- in part from it u well Bl from lbe tu:ta leried on all 
other el-." "And IIION:. I am paying- my OWII..,. u. 1etf• 
rwpeetinr eitiaa ought to do," ooadudNI Fu-mer J-. 
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